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jIIE  greatest  of  English  historians,  Macaulay,  and  one  of  the  most  brilliant  writers  of 
tlio  present  century,  has  said :  '-The  history  of  a  country  is  best  told  in  a  record  of  the 
lives  of  its  people."  In  conformity  with  this  idea  the  Poutrait  and  Biographical 
Album  of  this  county  has  been  prepared.  Instead  of  going  to  musty  records,  and 
taking  therefrom  dry  statistical  matter  that  can  be  appreciated  by  but  few,  our 
corps  of  writers  have  gone  to  the  people,  the  men  and  women  who  have,  by  their 
enterprise  and  industry,  brought  the  county  to  a  ranii  second  to  none  among  those 
comprising  this  great  and  noble  State,  and  from  their  lips  have  the  story  of  their  life 
struggles.  No  more  interesting  or  instructive  matter  could  be  presented  to  an  intelli- 
gent public.  In  this  volume  will  be  found  a  record  of  many  whose  lives  are  worthy  the 
imitation  of  coming  generations.  It  tells  how  some,  commencing  life  in  povert}^,  by 
industry  and  economy  have  accumulated  wealth.  It  tells  how  others,  with  limited 
advantages  for  securing  an  education,  have  become  learned  men  and  women,  with  an 
influence  extending  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land.  It  tells  of  men  who 
have  risen  from  the  lower  walks  of  life  to  eminence  as  statesmen,  and  whose  names  have 
become  famous.  It  tells  of  those  in  every  walk  in  life  who  have  striven  to  succeed,  and 
records  liow  that  success  has  usually  crowned  their  efforts.  It  tells  also  of  many,  very 
many,  who,  not  seeking  the  applause  of  the  world,  have  pursued  "the  even  tenor  of  their  way,''  content 
to  have  it  said  of  them  as  Christ  said  of  the  woman  performing  a  deed  of  mercy — "they  have  done  what 
they  could."  It  tells  how  that  many  in  the  pride  and  strength  of  young  manhood  left  the  plow  and  the 
anvil,  the  lawyer's  office  and  the  counting-room,  left  every  trade  and  profession,  and  at  their  country'.s 
call  went  forth  valiantly  "to  do  or  die,"  and  how  tlirough  their  efforts  the  Union  was  restored  and  peace 
once  more  reigned  in  the  land.  In  the  life  of  every  man  and  of  every  woman  is  a  lesson  that  should  not 
be  lost  upon  those  who  follow  after. 

Coming  generations  will  appreciate  this  volume  and  preserve  it  as  a  sacred  treasure,  from  the  fact 
that  it  contains  so  much  that  would  never  find  its  way  into  public  records,  and  which  would  otherwise  be 
inaccessible.  Great  care  has  been  taken  in  the  compilation  of  the  work  and  every  opportunity  possible 
given  to  those  represented  to  insure  correctness  in  what  has  been  written,  and  the  publishers  flatter  them- 
selves that  they  give  to  their  readers  a  work  with  few  errors  of  consequence.  In  addition  to  the  biograph- 
ical sketches,  portraits  of  a  number  of  representative  citizens  are  given. 

The  faces  of  some,  and  biographical  sketches  of  many,  will  be  missed  in  this  volume.  For  tliis  the 
publishers  are  not  to  blame.  Not  having  a  proper  conception  of  the  work,  some  refused  to  give  the 
information  necessary  to  compile  a  sketch,  while  others  were  indifferent.  Occasionally  some  member  of 
the  family  would  oppose  the  enterprise,  and  on  account  of  such  opposition  the  support  of  the  interested 
one  would  be  withheld.  In  a  few  instances  men  could  never  be  found,  though  repeated  calls  were  made 
at  their  residence  or  place  of  business. 

CHAPMAN   BROS. 
Chicago,  January,  18'J0 
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HE  Father  of  our  Country  was 
born  in  Westmorland  Co.,  Va., 
Feb.    2  2,   1732.     His  parents 
were     Augustine    and     Mary 
(Ball)  Washington.  The  family 
to  which  he  belonged  has   not 
been    satisfactorily  traced    in 
England.      His     great-grand- 
father, John  Washington,  em- 
igrated to  Virginia  about  1657, 
and    became     a     prosperous 
planter.      He  had   two    sons, 
Lawrence    and     John.      The 
former   married    Mildred    Warner 
and    had    three    children,    John, 
Augustine  and  Mildred.      Augus- 
tine,  the   father  of   George,  first 
married    Jane   Butler,    who    bore 
him  four  children,  two  of  whom, 
Lawrence  and  Augustine,  reached 

f       maturity.     Of  six  children  by  his 
second  marriage,  George  was  the 
eldest,   the    others    being    Betty, 
i  Samuel,  John  Augustine,  Charles 

and  Mildred. 
Augustine  Washington,  the  father  of  George,  died 
in  1743,  leaving  a  large  landed  property.  To  his 
eldest  son,  Lawrence,  he  bequeathed  an  estate  on 
the  Patomac,  afterwards  known  as  Mount  Vernon, 
and  to  George  he  left  the  parental  residence.  George 
received  only  such  education  as  the  neighborhood 
schools  afforded,  save  for  a  short  time  after  he  left 
school,  when  he  received  private  instruction  in 
His    spelling   v/as    rather   defectiv«. 


mathematics. 


Remarkable  stories  are  told  of  his  great  ijhysica. 
strength  and  development  at  an  early  age.  He  wa.'j 
an  acknowledged  leader  among  his  companions,  and 
was  early  noted  for  that  nobleness  of  character,  fair- 
ness and  veracity  which  characterized  his  whole  life. 

When  George  was  1 4  years  old  he  had  a  desire  to  go  to 
sea,  and  a  midshipman's  warrant  was  secured  for  him, 
but  through  the  opposition  of  his  mother  the  idea  was 
abandoned.  Two  years  later  he  was  appointed 
surveyor  to  the  immense  estate  of  Lord  Fairfax.  In 
this  business  he  spent  three  years  in  a  rough  frontier 
life,  gaining  experience  which  afterwards  proved  very 
essential  to  him.  In  175  i,  though  only  ig  years  of 
age,  he  was  appointed  adjutant  with  the  rank  of 
major  in  the  Virginia  militia,  then  being  trained  for 
active  service  against  the  French  and  Indians.  Soon 
after  this  he  sailed  to  the  West  Indies  with  his  brother 
Lawrence,  who  went  there  to  restore  his  health.  They 
soon  returned,  and  in  the  summer  of  1752  Lawrence 
died,  leaving  a  large  fortune  to  an  infant  daughter 
who  did  not  long  survive  him.  On  her  demise  the 
estate  of  Mount  Vernon  was  given  to  George, 

Upon  the  arrival  of  Robert  Dinwiddle,  as  Lieuten- 
ant-Governor of  Virginia,  in  1752,  the  militia  was 
reorganized,  and  the  province  divided  into  four  mili- 
tary districts,  of  which  the  northern  was  assigned  to 
Washington  as  adjutant  general.  Shortly  after  this 
a  very  perilous  mission  was  assigned  him  and  ac- 
cepted, which  others  had  refused.  This  was  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  French  post  near  Lake  Erie  in  North- 
western Pennsylvania.  The  distance  to  be  traversed 
was  between  500  and  600  miles.  Winter  was  at  hand, 
and  the  journey  was  to  be  made  without  military 
escort,  through  a  territory  occupied  by  Indians.     The 


GEORGE   WASHINGTON. 


trip  was  a  perilous  one,  and  several  times  he  came  near 
losing  his  life,  yet  he  returned  in  safety  and  furnished 
a  full  and  useful  report  of  his  expedition.  A  regiment 
of  300  men  was  raised  in  Virginia  and  put  in  com- 
mand of  Col.  Joshua  Fry,  and  Major  Washington  was 
commissioned  lieutenant-colonel.  Active  war  was 
then  begun  against  the  French  and  Indians,  in  which 
Washington  took  a  most  important  part.  In  the 
memorable  event  of  July  9,  1755,  known  as  Brad- 
dock's  defeat,  Washington  was  almost  the  only  officer 
of  distinction  who  escaped  from  the  calamities  of  the 
day  with  life  and  honor.  The  other  aids  of  Braddock 
were  disabled  early  in  the  action,  and  Washington 
alone  was  left  in  that  capacity  on  the  field.  In  a  letter 
to  his  brother  he  says :  "  I  had  four  bullets  through 
my  coat,  and  two  horses  shot  under  me,  yet  I  escaped 
unhurt,  though  death  was  leveling  my  companions 
on  every  side."  An  Indian  sharpshooter  said  he  was 
not  born  to  be  killed  by  a  bullet,  for  he  had  taken 
direct  aim  at  him  seventeen  times,  and  failed  to  hit 
him. 

After  having  been  five  years  in  the  military  service, 
and  vainly  sought  promotion  in  the  royal  army,  he 
took  advantage  of  the  fall  of  Fort  Duquesne  and  the 
expulsion  of  the  French  from  the  valley  of  the  Ohio, 
to  resign  his  commission.  Soon  after  he  entered  the 
Legislature,  where,  although  not  a  leader,  he  look  an 
active  and  important  part.  January  17,  1759,  he 
married  Mrs.  Martha  (Dandridge)  Custis,  the  wealthy 
widow  of  John  Parke  Custis. 

When  the  British  Padiament  had  closed  the  port 
■^f  Boston,  the  cry  went  up  throughout  the  provinces 
that  "The  cause  of  Boston  is  the  cause  of  us  all." 
It  was  then,  at  the  suggestion  of  Virginia,  that  a  Con- 
gress of  all  the  colonies  was  called  to  meet  at  Phila- 
delphia,Sept.  5,  1774,  to  secure  their  common  liberties, 
peaceably  if  possible.  To  this  Congress  Col.  Wash- 
ington was  sent  as  a  delegate.  On  May  10,  1775,  the 
Congress  re-assembled,  when  the  hostile  intentions  of 
England  were  plainly  apparent.  The  battles  of  Con- 
cord and  Lexington  had  been  fought.  Among  the 
first  acts  of  this  Congress  was  the  election  of  a  com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  colonial  forces.  This  high  and 
responsible  office  was  conferred  upon  Washington, 
who  was  still  a  memberof  the  Congress.  He  accepted 
it  on  June  19,  but  upon  the  express  condition  that  he 
receive  no  salary.  He  would  keep  an  exact  account 
of  expenses  and  expect  Congress  to  pay  them  and 
nothing  more.  It  is  not  the  object  of  this  sketch  to 
trace  the  military  acts  of  Washington,  to  whom  the 
fortunes  and  liberties  of  the  people  of  this  country 
were  so  long  confided.  The  war  was  conducted  by 
him  under  every  possible  disadvantage,  and  while  his 
forces  often  met  with  reverses,  yet  he  overcame  every 
obstacle,  and  after  seven  years  of  heroic  devotion 
and  matchless  skill  he  gained  liberty  for  the  greatest 
nation  of  earth.  On  Dec.  23,  1783,  Washington,  in 
a  parting  address  of  surpassing  beauty,  resigned  his 


commission  as  commander-in-chief  of  the  army  to 
to  the  Continental  Congress  sitting  at  Annapolis.  He 
retired  immediately  to  Mount  Vernon  and  resumed 
his  occupation  as  a  farmer  and  planter,  shunning  all 
connection  with  public  life. 

In  February,  1 7 89,  Washington  was  unanimously 
elected  President.  In  his  presidential  career  he  was 
subject  to  the  peculiar  trials  incidental  to  a  new 
government ;  trials  from  lack  of  confidence  on  the  part 
of  other  governments ;  trials  from  want  of  harmony 
between  the  different  sections  of  our  own  country; 
trials  from  the  impoverished  condition  of  the  country, 
owing  to  the  war  and  want  of  credit;  trials  from  the 
beginnings  of  party  strife.  He  was  no  partisan.  His 
clear  judgment  could  discern  the  golden  mean  ;  and 
while  perhaps  this  alone  kept  our  government  from 
sinking  at  the  very  outset,  it  left  him  exposed  to 
attacks  from  both  sides,  which  were  often  bitter  and 
very  annoying. 

At  the  expiration  of  his  first  term  he  was  unani- 
mously re-elected.  At  the  end  of  this  term  many 
were  anxious  that  he  be  re-elected,  but  he  absolutely 
refused  a  third  nomination.  On  the  fourth  of  March, 
1797,  at  the  expiraton  of  his  second  term  as  Presi- 
dent, he  returned  to  his  home,  hoping  to  pass  there 
his  few  remaining  years  free  from  the  annoyances  of 
public  life.  Later  in  the  year,  however,  his  repose 
seemed  likely  to  be  interrupted  by  war  with  France. 
At  the  prospect  of  such  a  war  he  was  again  urged  to 
take  command  of  the  armies.  He  chose  his  sub- 
ordinate officers  and  left  to  them  the  charge  of  mat- 
ters in  the  field,  which  he  superintended  from  his 
home.  In  accepting  the  command  he  made  the 
reservation  that  he  was  not  to  be  in  the  field  until 
it  was  necessary.  In  the  midst  of  these  jireparations 
his  life  was  suddenly  cut  off.  December  12,  he  took 
a  severe  cold  from  a  ride  in  the  rain,  which,  settling 
in  his  throat,  produced  inflammation,  and  terminated 
fatally  on  the  night  of  the  fourteenth.  On  the  eigh- 
teenth his  body  was  borne  with  military  honors  to  its 
final  resting  place,  and  interred  in  the  family  vault  at 
Mount  Vernon. 

Of  the  character  of  Washington  it  is  impossible  to 
speak  but  in  terms  of  the  highest  respect  and  ad- 
miration. The  more  we  see  of  the  operations  of 
our  government,  and  the  more  deeply  we  feel  the 
difficulty  of  uniting  all  opinions  in  a  common  interest, 
the  more  highly  we  must  estimate  the  force  of  his  tal- 
ent and  character,  which  have  been  able  to  challenge 
the  reverence  of  all  pardes,  and  principles,  and  na- 
tions, and  to  win  a  fame  as  extended  as  the  limits 
of  the  globe,  and  which  we  cannot  but  believe  will 
be  as  lasting  as  the  existence  of  man. 

The  person  of  Washington  was  unusally  tan,  erect 
and  well  proportioned.  His  muscular  strength  was 
great.  His  features  were  of  a  beautiful  symmetry. 
He  commanded  respect  without  any  appearance  of 
haughtiness,  and  ever  serious  without  being  dull. 
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OHN  ADAMS,  the  second 
rcident  and  the  first  Vice- 
'rebident  of  the  United  States, 
w^b  born  in  Braintree  ( now 
Quincy),Mass.,  and  about  ten 
*^-^  miles  from  Boston,  Oct.  19, 
1 7  35  His  great-grandfather,  Henry 
\dains,  emigrated  from  England 
ibout  1640,  with  a  family  of  eight 
'J  sons,  and  settled  at  Braintree.  The 
parents  of  John  were  John  and 
Susannah  (Boylston)  Adams.  His 
father  was  a  farmer  of  limited 
means,  to  which  he  added  the  bus- 
iness of  shoemaking.  He  gave  his 
eldest  son,  John,  a  classical  educa- 
tion at  Harvard  College.  John 
graduated  in  1755,  and  at  once  took  charge  of  the 
school  in  Worcester,  Mass.  This  he  found  but  a 
"school  of  affliction,"  from  which  he  endeavored  to 
gain  relief  by  devoting  himself,  in  addition,  to  the 
study  of  law.  For  this  purpose  he  placed  himself 
under  the  tuition  of  the  only  lawyer  in  the  town.  He 
had  thought  seriously  of  the  clerical  profession 
but  seems  to  have  been  turned  from  this  by  what  he 
tL-rmed  "  the  frightful  engines  of  ecclesiastical  coun- 
cils, of  diabolical  malice,  and  Calvanlstic  goodnature,'' 
of  the  operations  of  which  he  had  been  a  witness  in 
his  native  town.  He  was  well  fitted  for  the  legal 
jiiofession,  possessing  a  clear,  sonorous  voice,  being 
ready  and  fluent  of  speech,  and  having  quick  percep- 
tive powers.  He  gradually  gained  practice,  and  in 
1764  married  Abigail  Smith,  a  daughter  of  a  minister, 
and  a  lady  of  superior  intelligence.  Shortly  after  his 
marriage,  (1765),  the  attempt  of  Parliamentary  taxa- 
»ion  turned  him  from  law  to  politics.  He  took  initial 
steps  toward  holdin^,  a  town  meeting,  and  the   resolu- 


tions he  offered  on  the  subject  became  very  jxjpulai 
throughout  the  Province,  and  were  adopted  word  for 
word  by  over  forty  different  towns.  He  moved  to  Bos- 
ton in  1768,  and  became  one  of  the  most  courageous 
and  prominent  advocatesof  the  popular  cause,  and 
was  chosen  a  member  of  the  General  Court  (the  Leg- 
lislature)  in  1770. 

Mr.  Adams  was  chosen  one  of  the  first  delegates 
from  Massachusetts  to  the  first  Continental  Congress, 
which  ir.et  in  1774.  Here  he  distinguished  himselt 
by  his  capacity  for  business  and  for  debate,  and  ad- 
vocated the  movement  for  independence  against  ti;2 
majority  of  the  members.  In  May,  1776,  he  mcved 
and  carried  a  resolution  in  Congress  that  the  Colonies 
should  assume  the  duties  of  self-government.  He 
was  a  prominent  member  of  the  committee  of  iive 
appointed  June  11,  to  prepare  a  declaration  of  inde- 
pendence. This  article  was  drawn  by  Jefferson,  but 
on  Adams  devolved  the  task  of  battling  it  through 
Congress  in  a  three  days  debate. 

On  the  day  after  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
was  passed,  while  his  soul  was  yet  warm  with  th^ 
glow  of  excited  feeling,  he  wrote  a  letter  to  his  wife 
which,  as  we  read  it  now,  seems  to  have  been  dictated 
by  the  spirit  of  prophecy.  "Yesterday,"  he  says,  "t'ne 
greatest  question  was  decided  that  ever  was  debated 
in  America;  and  greater,  perhaps,  never  was  or  wil 
be  decided  among  men.  A  resolution  was  passed 
without  one  dissenting  colony,  '  that  these  United 
States  are,  and  of  right  ought  to  be,  free  and  inde- 
pendent states.'  The  day  is  passed.  The  fourth  of 
July,  1776,  will  be  a  memorable  epoch  in  the  historj' 
of  America.  I  am  apt  to  believe  it  will  be  celebrated 
by  succeeding  generations,  as  the  great  anniversary 
festival.  It  ought  to  be  commemorated  as  the  day  of 
deliverance  by  solemn  acts  of  devotion  to  Almighty 
God.     It  ought  to  be  solemnized  with  pomp,  shows, 
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games,  sports,  guns,  bells,  bonfires,  and  illuminations 
from  one  end  of  the  continent  to  the  other,  from  this 
time  forward  for  ever.  You  will  think  me  transported 
with  enthusiasm,  but  I  am  not.  I  am  well  aware  of 
the  toil,  and  blood  and  treasure,  that  it  will  cost  to 
maintain  this  declaration,  and  support  and  defend 
these  States;  yet,  through  all  the  gloom,  I  can  see  the 
rays  of  light  and  glory.  I  can  see  that  the  end  is 
worth  more  .than  all  the  means;  and  that  posterity 
will  triumph,  although  you  and  I  may  rue,  which  I 
hope  we  shall  not." 

In  November,  1777,  Mr.  Adams  was  appointed  a 
delegate  to  France  and  to  co-operate  with  Bemjamin 
Franklin  and  Arthur  Lee,  who  were  then  in  Paris,  in 
the  endeavor  to  obtain  assistance  in  arms  and  money 
from  the  French  Government.  This  was  a  severe  trial 
to  his  patriotism,  as  it  separated  him  from  his  home, 
compelled  him  to  cross  the  ocean  in  winter,  and  ex- 
posed him  to  great  peril  of  capture  by  the  British  cruis- 
ers, who  were  seeking  him.  He  left  France  June  17, 
1779,  In  September  of  the  same  year  he  was  again 
cnosen  to  go  to  Paris,  and  there  hold  himself  in  readi- 
ness to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  peace  and  of  commerce 
with  Great  Britian,  as  soon  as  the  British  Cabinet 
might  be  found  willing  to  listen  to  such  pioposels.  He 
sailed  for  France  in  November,  from  there  he  went  to 
Holland,  where  he  negotiated  important  loans  and 
formed  important  commercial  treaties. 

Finally  a  treaty  of  peace  with  England  was  signed 
Jan.  21,  1783.  The  re-action  from  the  excitement, 
toil  and  anxiety  through  which  Mr.  Adams  had  passed 
threw  him  into  a  fever.  After  suffering  from  a  con- 
tinued fever  and  becoming  feeble  and  emaciated  he 
was  advised  to  go  to  England  to  drink  the  waters  of 
Bath.  While  in  England,  still  drooping  and  despond- 
ing, he  received  dispatches  from  his  own  government 
urging  the  necessity  of  his  going  to  Amsterdam  to 
negotiate  another  loan.  It  was  winter,  his  health  was 
delicate,  yet  he  immediately  set  out,  and  through 
storm,  on  sea,  on  horseback  and  foot,he  made  the  trip. 

February  24,  1785,  Congress  appointed  Mr.  Adams 
envoy  to  the  Court  of  St.  James.  Here  he  met  face 
to  face  the  King  of  England,  who  had  so  long  re- 
garded him  as  a  traitor.  As  England  did  not 
condescend  to  appoint  a  minister  to  the  United 
States,  and  as  Mr.  Adams  felt  that  he  was  accom- 
plishing but  little,  he  sought  permission  to  return  to 
his  own  country,  where  he  arrived  in  June,  1788. 

When  Washington  was  first  chosen  President,  John 
Adams,  rendered  illustiious  by  his  signal  services  at 
home  and  abroad,  was  chosen  Vice  President.  Again 
at  the  second  election  of  Washington  as  President, 
Adams  was  chosen  Vice  President.  In  r796,  Wash- 
ington retired  from  public  life,  and  Mr.  Adams  was 
elected  President,though  not  without  much  opposition. 
Serving  in  this  office  four  years,he  was  succeeded  by 
Mr.  Jefferson,  his  opponent  in  politics. 

While    Mr.  Adams  was  Vice  President  the   great 


French  Revolution  shook  the  contjnent  of  Europe, 
and  it  was  upon  this  point  which  he  was  at  issue  with 
the  majority  of  his  countrymen  led  by  Mr.  Jefferson. 
Mr.  Adams  felt  no  sympathy  with  the  French  people 
in  tlieir  struggle,  for  he  had  no  confidence  in  their 
power  of  self-government,  and  he  utterly  abhored  the 
classof  atheist  philosophers  who  he  claimed  caused  it. 
On  the  other  hand  Jefferson's  sympathies  were  strongly 
enlisted  in  behalf  of  the  French  people.  Hence  or- 
iginated the  alienation  between  these  distinguished 
men,  and  two  powerful  parties  were  thus  soon  organ- 
ized, Adams  at  the  head  of  the  one  whose  sympathies 
were  with  England  and  Jefferson  led  the  other  in 
sympathy  with  France. 

The  world  has  seldom  seen  a  spectacle  of  more 
moral  beauty  and  grandeur,  than  was  presented  by  the 
old  age  of  Mr.  Adams.  The  violence  of  party  feeling 
had  died  away,  and  he  had  begun  to  receive  that  just 
appreciation  which,  to  most  men,  is  not  accorded  till 
after  death.  No  one  could  look  upon  his  venerable 
form,  and  think  of  what  he  had  done  and  suffered, 
and  how  he  Mad  given  up  all  the  prime  and  strength 
of  his  life  to  the  public  good,  without  the  deepest 
emotion  of  gratitude  and  respect.  It  was  his  peculiar 
good  fortune  to  witness  the  complete  success  of  the 
institution  which  he  had  been  so  active  in  creating  and 
supporting.  In  1824,  his  cup  of  happiness  was  filled 
to  the  brim,  by  seeing  his  son  elevated  to  the  highest 
station  in  the  gift  of  the  people. 

The  fourth  of  July,  1826,  which  completed  thelialf 
century  since  the  signing  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, arrived,  and  there  were  but  three  of  the 
signers  of  that  immortal  instrument  left  upon  the 
earth  to  hail  its  morning  light.  And,  as  it  is 
well  known,  on  that  day  two  of  these  finished  their 
earthly  pilgrimage,  a  coincidence  so  remarkable  as 
to  seem  miraculous.  For  a  few  days  before  Mr. 
Adams  had  been  rapidly  failing,  and  on  the  morning 
of  the  fourth  he  found  himself  too  weak  to  rise  from 
his  bed.  On  being  requested  to  name  a  toast  for  the 
customary  celebration  of  the  day,  he  exclaimed  "  In- 
dependence FOREVER."  When  the  day  was  ushered 
in,  by  the  ringing  of  bells  and  the  firing  of  cannons, 
he  was  asked  by  one  of  his  cttendants  if  he  knew 
what  day  it  was?  He  replied,  "O  yes;  it  is  the  glor- 
ious fourth  of  July — God  bless  it — God  bless  you  all." 
In  the  course  of  the  day  he  said,  "It  is  a  great  and 
glorious  day."  The  last  words  he  uttered  were, 
"Jefferson  survives."  But  he  had,  at  one  o'clock,  re- 
signed his  spiiit  into  the  hands  of  his  God. 

The  personal  appearance  and  manners  of  Mr. 
Adams  were  not  particularly  prepossessing.  His  face, 
as  his  portrait  manifests,was  intellectual  ard  expres- 
sive, but  his  figure  was  low  and  ungraceful,  and  his 
manners  were  frequently  abrupt  and  uncourteous. 
He  had  neither  the  lofty  dignity  of  Washington,  nor 
the  engaging  elegance  and  gracefulness  which  marked 
tlic  manners  and  address  of  Jefferson. 
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I  HOMAS  JEFFERSON  was 
^  burn  April  2,  1743,  at  Shad- 
well,  Albemiarle  county,  Va. 
His  parents  were  Peter  and 
T me  (  Randolph)  Jefferson, 
the  former  a  native  of  Wales, 
and  the  latter  born  in  Lon- 
don. To  them  were  born  six 
daughters  and  two  sons,  of 
whom  Thomas  was  the  elder. 
When  14  years  of  age  his 
father  died.  He  received  a 
most  liberal  education,  hav- 
ing been  kept  diligently  at  school 
from  the  time  he  was  five  years  of 
age.  In  1760  he  entered  William 
.7.nd  Mary  College.  Williamsburg  was  then  the  seat 
of  the  Colonial  Court,  and  it  was  the  obode  of  fashion 
a.id  splendor.  Young  Jefferson,  who  was  then  17 
years  old,  lived  somewhat  expensively,  keeping  fine 
horses,  and  much  caressed  by  gay  society,  yet  he 
was  earnestly  devoted  to  his  studies,  and  irreproacha- 
able  in  his  morals.  It  is  strange,  however,  under 
such  influences, that  he  was  not  rained.  In  the  sec- 
ond year  of  his  college  course,  moved  by  some  un- 
explained inward  impulse,  he  discarded  his  horses, 
society,  and  even  his  favorite  violin,  to  which  he  had 
previously  given  much  time.  He  often  devoted  fifteen 
hours  a  day  to  haid  study,  allowing  himself  for  ex- 
ercise only  a  run  in  the  evening  twilight  of  a  mile  out 
of  the  city  and  back  again.  He  thus  attained  very 
high  intellectual  culture,  alike  excellence  in  philoso- 
phy and  the  languages.  The  most  difficult  Latin  and 
Greek  authors  he  read  with  facility.  A  more  finished 
scholar  has  seldom  gone  forth  from  college  halls;  and 


there  was  not  to  be  found,  perhaps,  in  all  Virginia,  a 
more  piireminded,  upright,  gentlemanly  young  man. 

Ln mediately  upon  leaving  college  he  began  the 
study  of  law.  For  the  short  time  he  continued  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession  he  rose  rapidly  and  distin- 
guished himself  by  his  energy  and  accuteness  as  a 
lawyer.  But  the  times  called  for  greater  action. 
The  policy  of  England  had  awakened  the  spirit  of 
resistance  of  the  American  Colonies,  and  the  enlarged 
views  which  Jefferson  had  ever  entertained,  soon  led 
him  into  active  political  life.  In  1769  he  was  chosen 
a  member  of  the  Virginia  House  of  Burgesses.  !n 
1772  he  married  Mrs.  Martha  .Skelton,  a  very  beauti- 
ful, wealthy  and  highly  accomplished  young  widow. 

Upon  Mr.  Jefferson's  large  estate  at  Shadwell,  there 
was  a  majestic  swell  of  land,  called  Monticello,  which 
commanded  a  prospect  of  wonderful  extent  and 
beauty.  This  spot  Mr.  Jefferson  selected  for' his  new 
home;  and  here  he  reared  a  mansion  of  modest  yef 
elegant  architecture,  which,  next  to  Mount  Vernon 
became  the  most  distinguished  resort  in  our  land. 

In  1775  he  was  sent  to  the  Colonial  Congress, 
where,  though  a  silent  member,  his  abilities  as  a 
writer  and  a  reasoner  soon  become  known,  and  he 
was  placed  ufxin  a  number  of  important  committees, 
and  was  chairman  of  the  one  appointed  for  the  draw- 
ing up  of  a  declaration  of  independence.  This  com- 
mittee consisted  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  John  Adams, 
Benjamin  Franklin,  Roger  Sherman  and  Robert  R. 
Livingston.  Jefferson,  as  chairman,  was  appointed 
to  draw  up  the  paper.  Franklin  and  Adams  suggested 
a  few  verbal  changes  before  it  was  submitted  to  Con- 
gress. On  June  28,  a  few  slight  changes  were  made 
in  it  by  Congress,  and  it  was  passed  and  signed  July 
4,  1776      What  must  have  been  the  feelings  of  that 
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man — what  the  emotions  that  swelled  his  breast — 
who  was  charged  with  the  preparation  of  that  Dec- 
laration, which,  while  it  made  known  the  wrongs  of 
America,  was  also  to  publish  her  to  the  world,  free, 
soverign  and  independent.  It  is  one  of  the  most  re- 
markable papers  ever  written  ;  and  did  no  other  effort 
uf  the  mind  of  its  author  exist,  that  alone  would  be 
sufficient  to  stamp  his  name  with  immortality. 

In  1779  Mr.  Jefferson  was  elected  successor  to 
Patrick  Henry,  as  Governor  of  Virginia.  At  one  time 
the  British  officer,  Tarleton,  sent  a  secret  expedition  to 
Monlicello,  to  capture  the  Governor.  Scarcely  five 
minutes  elapsed  after  the  hurried  escape  of  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson and  his  family,  ere  his  mansion  was  in  posses- 
sion of  the  British  troops.  His  wife's  health,  never 
very  good,  was  much  injured  by  this  excitement,  and 
in  the  summer  of  1782  she  died. 

Mr.  Jefferson  was  elected  to  Congress  in  1783. 
Two  years  later  he  was  appointed  Minister  Plenipo- 
tentiary to  France.  Returning  to  the  United  States 
in  September,  1789,  he  became  Secretary  of  State 
in  Washington's  cabinet.  This  position  he  resigned 
Jan.  I,  1794.  In  1797,  he  was  chosen  Vice  Presi- 
dent, and  four  years  later  was  elected  President  over 
Mr.  Adams,  with  Aaron  Burr  as  Vice  President.  In 
1804  he  was  re-elected  with  wonderful  unanimity, 
and  George  Clinton,  Vice  President. 

The  early  part  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  second  adminstra- 
tion  was  disturbed  by  an  event  which  threatened  the 
tranquility  and  peace  of  the  Union ;  this  was  the  con- 
spiracy of  Aaron  Burr.  Defeated  in  the  late  election 
to  the  Vice  Presidency,  and  led  on  by  an  unprincipled 
ambition,  this  extraordinary  man  formed  the  plan  of  a 
military  expedition  into  the  Spanish  territories  on  our 
southwestern  frontier,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  there 
a  new  republic.  This  has  been  generally  supposed 
was  a  mere  pretext ;  and  although  it  has  not  been 
generally  known  what  his  real  plans  were,  there  is  no 
doubt  that  they  were  of  a  far  more  dangerous 
character. 

In  1809,  at  the  expiration  of  the  second  term  for 
which  Mr.  Jefferson  had  been  elected,  he  determined 
to  retire  from  political  life.  For  a  period  of  nearly 
.'"arty  years,  he  had  been  continually  before  the  pub- 
lic, and  all  that  time  had  been  employed  in  offices  of 
the  greatest  trust  and  responsibility.  Having  thus  de- 
voted the  best  part  of  his  life  to  the  service  of  his 
country,  he  now  felt  desirous  of  that  rest  which  his 
declining  years  required,  and  upon  the  organization  of 
the  new  administration,  in  March,  1809,  he  bid  fare- 
well forever  to  public  life,  and  retired  to  Monticello. 

Mr.  Jefferson  was  profuse  in  his  hospitality.  Whole 
families  came  in  their  coaches  with  their  horses, — 
fathers  and  mothers,  boys  and  girls,  babies  and 
nurses, — and  remained  three  and  even  six  months. 
Life  at  Monticello,  for  years,  resembled  that  at  a 
fashionable  watering-place. 

The  fourth  of  July,  1826,  being  the  fiftieth  anniver- 


sary of  the  Declaration  of  American  Independence, 
great  preparations  were  made  in  every  part  of  the 
Union  for  its  celebration,  as  the  nation's  jubilee,  and 
the  citizens  of  Washington,  to  add  to  the  solemnity 
of  the  occasion,  invited  Mr.  Jefferson,  as  the  framer, 
and  one  of  the  few  surviving  signers  of  the  Declara- 
tion, to  participate  in  their  testivities.  But  an  ill- 
ness, which  had  been  of  several  weeks  duration,  and 
had  been  continually  increasing,  compelled  him  to 
decline  the  invitation. 

On  the  second  of  July,  the  disease  under  which 
he  was  laboring  left  him,  but  in  such  a  reduced 
state  that  his  medical  attendants,  entertained  ne 
hope  of  his  recovery.  From  this  time  he  was  perfectly 
sensible  that  his  last  hour  was  at  hand.  On  the  next 
day,  which  was  Monday,  he  asked  of  those  around 
him,  the  day  of  the  month,  and  on  being  told  it  was 
the  third  of  July,  he  expressed  the  earnest  wish  that 
he  might  be  permitted  to  breathe  the  airof  the  fiftieth 
anniversary.  His  prayer  was  heard — that  day,  whose 
dawn  was  hailed  with  such  rapture  through  our  land, 
burst  upon  his  eyes,  and  then  they  were  closed  for- 
ever. And  what  a  noble  consummation  of  a  noble 
life!  To  die  on  that  day, — the  birthday  of  a  nation,-  - 
the  day  which  his  own  name  and  his  own  act  had 
rendered  glorious;  to  die  amidst  the  rejoicings  and 
festivities  of  a  whole  nation,  who  looked  up  to  him, 
as  the  author,  under  God,  of  their  greatest  blessings, 
was  all  that  was  wanting  to  fill  up  the  record  his  life. 

Almost  at  the  same  hour  of  his  death,  the  kin- 
dred spirit  of  the  venerable  Adams,  as  if  to  bear 
him  company,  left  the  scene  of  his  earthly  honors. 
Hand  in  hand  they  had  stood  forth,  the  champions  of 
freedom  ;  hand  in  hand,  during  the  dark  and  desper- 
ate struggle  of  the  Revolution,  they  had  cheered  and 
animated  their  desponding  countrymen;  for  half  a 
century  they  had  labored  together  for  the  good  of 
the  country;  and  now  hand  in  hand  they  depart. 
In  their  lives  they  had  been  united  in  the  same  great 
cause  of  liberty,  and  in  their  deaths  they  were  not 
divided. 

In  person  Mr.  Jefferson  was  tall  and  thin,  rather 
above  six  feet  in  height,  but  well  formed;  his  eyes 
were  light,  his  hair  originally  red,  in  after  life  became 
white  and  silvery;  his  comple.xion  was  fair,  his  fore- 
head broad,  and  his  whole  countenance  intelligent  and 
thoughtful.  He  possessed  great  fortitude  of  mind  as 
well  as  personal  courage;  and  his  command  of  tem- 
per was  such  that  his  oldest  and  most  intimate  friends 
never  recollected  to  have  seen  him  in  a  passion. 
His  manners,  though  dignified,  were  simple  and  un- 
affected, and  his  hospitality  was  so  unbounded  that 
all  found  at  his  house  a  ready  welcome.  In  conver- 
sation he  was  fluent,  eloquent  and  enthusiastic  ;  and 
his  language  was  remarkably  pure  and  correct.  He 
was  a  finished  classical  scholar,  and  in  his  writings  is 
discemable  the  care  with  which  he  formed  his  style 
upon  the  best  models  of  antiquity. 
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AMES    MADISON,    "Father 
:  Constitution,"  and  fourth 
resident  of  the  United  States, 
^   was  born  March  i5,  1757,  and 
-Jd    died  at  his   home  in  Virginia, 
*^  June  28,  1836.     The  name  of 
James  Madison  is  inseparably  con- 
nected with  most  of  the  important 
events  in  that  heroic  period  of  our 
country  during  which  the  founda- 
tions of  this  great   repubhc  were 
.id.  He  was  the  last  of  the  founders 
of  the   Constitution   of  the    United 
States  to   be   called    to   his    eternal 
reward. 

The  Madison  family  were  among 
the  early  emigrants  to  the  New  World, 
landing  upon  the  shores  of  the  Chesa- 
peake but  15  years  after  the  settle- 
ment of  Jamestown.  The  father  of 
James  Madison  was  an  opulent 
planter,  residing  ujx)n  a  very  fine  es- 
tate called  "Montpeher,"  Orange  Co., 
Va.  The  mansion  was  situated  in 
the  midst  of  scenery  highly  pictur- 
esque and  romantic,  on  the  west  side 
of  South-west  Mountain,  at  the  foot  of 
It  was  but  25  miles  from  the  home  of 
Jefferson  at  Monticello.  The  closest  personal  and 
political  attachment  existed  between  these  illustrious 
men,  from  their  early  youth  until  death. 

The  early  education  of  Mr.  Madison  was  conducted 
mostly  at  home  under  a  private  tutor.  At  the  age  of 
18  he  was  sent  to  Princeton  College,  in  New  Jersey. 
Here  he  applied  himself  to  study  with  the  most  im- 
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prudent  zeal;  allowing  himself,  for  months,  but  iluee 
hours'  sleep  out  of  the  24.  His  health  thus  became  so 
seriously  impaired  that  he  never  recovered  any  vigor 
of  constitution.  He  graduated  in  177  r,  with  a  feeble 
body,  with  a  character  of  utmost  purity,  and  with  a 
mind  highly  disciplined  and  richly  stored  with  learning 
which  embellished  and  gave  proficiency  to  his  subsf  ■ 
qiient  career. 

Returning  to  Virginia,  he  commenced  the  study  of 
law  and  a  course  of  extensive  and  systematic  reading. 
This  educational  course,  the  spirit  of  the  times  in 
which  he  lived,  and  the  society  with  which  he  asso- 
ciated, all  combined  to  inspire  him  with  a  strong 
love  of  liberty,  and  to  train  him  for  his  life-work  of 
a  statesman.  Being  naturally  of  a  religious  turn  of 
mind,  and  his  frail  health  leading  him  to  think  that 
his  life  was  not  to  be  long,  he  directed  especial  atten- 
tion to  theological  studies.  Endowed  with  a  mmd 
singularly  free  from  passion  and  prejudice,  and  with 
almost  unequalled  powers  of  reasoning,  he  weighed 
all  the  arguments  for  and  against  revealed  religion, 
undl  his  faith  became  so  established  as  never  to 
be  shaken. 

In  the  spring  of  1776,  when  26  years  of  age,  he 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  Virginia  Convention,  to 
frame  the  constitution  of  the  State.  The  next  year 
(1777),  he  was  a  candidate  for  the  General  Assembly. 
He  refused  to  treat  the  whisky-loving  voters,  and 
consequently  lost  his  election ;  but  those  who  had 
witnessed  the  talent,  energy  and  public  spirit  of  the 
modest  young  man,  enlisted  themselves  in  his  behalf, 
and  he  was  appointed  to  the    E.xecutive  Council. 

Both  Patrick  Henry  and  Thomas  Jefferson  were 
Governors  of  Virginia  while  Mr.  Madison  remained 
member  of  the  Council ;    and  their  appreciation  of  his 
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intellectual,  social  and  moral  worth,  contributed  not 
a  little  to  his  subsequent  eminence.  In  the  year 
1780,  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Continental 
Congress.  Here  he  met  the  most  illustrious  men  in 
our  land,  and  he  was  immediately  assigned  to  one  of 
the  most  conspicuous  positions  among  them. 

For  three  years  Mr.  Madison  continued  in  Con- 
gress, one  of  its  most  active  and  influential  members. 
In  the  year  1784,  his  term  having  expired,  he  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  Virginia  Legislature. 

No  man  felt  more  deeply  than  Mr.  Madison  the 
utter  inefficiency  of  the  old  confederacy,  with  no  na- 
tional government,  with  no  power  to  form  treaties 
which  would  be  binding,  or  to  enforce  law.  There 
was  not  any  State  more  prominent  than  Virginia  in 
the  declaration,  that  an  efficient  national  government 
must  be  formed.  In  January,  1786,  Mr.  Madison 
carried  a  resolution  through  the  General  Assembly  of 
Virginia,  inviting  the  other  States  to  appoint  commis- 
sioners to  meet  in  convention  at  Annapolis  to  discuss 
this  subject.  Five  States  only  were  represented.  The 
convention,  however,  issued  another  call,  drawn  up 
by  Mr.  Madison,  urging  all  the  States  to  send  their 
delegates  to  Philadelphia,  in  May,  1787,  to  draft 
a  Constitution  for  the  United  States,  to  take  the  place 
of  that  Confederate  League.  The  delegates  met  at 
the  time  appointed.  Every  State  but  Rhode  Island 
was  represented.  George  Washington  was  chosen 
president  of  the  convention ;  and  the  present  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  was  then  and  there  formed. 
There  was,  perhaps,  no  mind  and  no  pen  more  ac- 
tive in  framing  this  immortal  document  than  the  mind 
and  the  pen  of  James  Madison. 

The  Constitution,  adopted  by  a  vote  81  to  79,  was 
to  be  presented  to  the  several  States  for  acceptance. 
But  grave  solicitude  was  felt.  Should  it  be  rejected 
we  should  be  left  but  a  conglomeration  of  independent 
States,  with  but  little  power  at  home  and  little  respect 
abroad.  Mr.  Madison  was  selected  by  the  conven- 
tion to  draw  up  an  address  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  expounding  the  principles  of  the  Constitution, 
and  urging  its  adoption.  There  was  great  opposition 
to  it  at  first,  but  it  at  length  triumphed  over  all,  and 
went  into  effect  in  1789. 

Mr.  Madison  was  elected  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  the  first  Congress,  and  soon  became  the 
avowed  leader  of  the  Republican  party.  While  in 
New  York  attending  Congress,  he  met  Mrs.  Todd,  a 
young  widow  of  remarkable  power  of  fascination, 
whom  he  married.  She  was  in  person  and  character 
queenly,  and  probably  no  lady  has  thus  far  occupied 
so  prominent  a  position  in  the  very  peculiar  society 
which  has  constituted  our  republican  court  as  Mrs. 
Madison. 

Mr.  Madison  served  as  Secretary  of  State  under 
Jefferson,  and  at  the  close  of  his  administration 
was  chosen  President.  At  this  time  the  encroach- 
ments of  England  had  brought  us  to  the  verge  of  war. 


British  orders  in  council  destroyed  our  commerce,  and 
our  flag  was  exposed  to  constant  insult.  Mr.  Madison 
was  a  man  of  peace.  Scholarly  in  his  taste,  retiring 
in  his  disposition,  war  had  no  charms  for  him.  But  the 
meekest  spirit  can  be  roused.  It  makes  one's  blood 
boil,  even  now,  to  think  of  an  American  ship  brought 
to,  upon  the  ocean,  by  the  guns  of  an  English  cruiser. 
A  young  lieutenant  steps  on  board  and  orders  the 
crew  to  be  paraded  before  him.  With  great  nonchal- 
ance he  selects  any  number  whom  he  may  please  to 
designate  as  British  subjects ;  orders  them  down  the 
ship's  side  into  his  boat;  and  places  them  on  the  gun- 
deck  of  his  man-of-war,  to  fight,  by  compulsion,  the 
battles  of  England.  This  right  of  search  and  im- 
pressment, no  efforts  of  our  Government  could  induce 
the  British  cabinet  to  relinquish. 

On  the  r8th  of  June,  18 12,  President  Madison  gave 
his  approval  to  an  act  of  Congress  declaring  war 
against  Great  Britain.  Notwithstanding  the  bitter 
hostility  of  the  Federal  party  to  the  war,  the  country 
in  general  approved;  and  Mr.  Madison,  on  the  4th 
of  March,  18 13,  was  re-elected  by  a  large  majority, 
and  entered  upon  his  second  term  of  office.  This  is 
not  the  place  to  describe  the  various  adventures  of 
this  war  on  the  land  and  on  the  water.  Our  infant 
navy  then  laid  the  foundations  of  its  renown  in  grap- 
pling with  the  most  formidable  power  which  ever 
swept  the  seas.  The  contest  commenced  in  earnest 
by  the  appearance  of  a  British  fleet,  early  in  February, 
18 13,  in  Chesapeake  Bay,  declaring  nearly  the  whole 
coast  of  the  United  States  under  blockade. 

The  Emperor  of  Russia  offered  his  services  as  me 
ditator.  America  accepted ;  England  refused.  A  Brit- 
ish force  of  five  thousand  men  landed  on  the  banks 
of  the  Patuxet  River,  near  its  entrance  into  Chesa- 
peake Bay,  and  marched  rapidly,  by  way  of  Bladens- 
burg,  upon  Washington. 

The  straggling  litde  city  of  Washington  was  thrown 
into  consternation.  The  cannon  of  the  brief  conflict 
at  Bladensburg  echoed  through  tlie  streets  of  the 
metropolis.  The  whole  population  fled  from  the  city. 
The  President,  leaving  Mrs.  Madison  in  the  White 
House,  with  her  carriage  drawn  up  at  the  door  to 
await  his  speedy  return,  hurried  to  meet  the  officers 
in  a  council  of  war.  He  met  our  troops  utterly  routed, 
and  he  could  not  go  back  without  danger  of  being 
captured.  But  few  hours  elapsed  ere  the  Presidential 
Mansion,  the  Capitol,  and  all  the  public  buildings  in 
Washington  were  in  flames. 

The  war  closed  after  two  years  of  fighting,  and  on 
Feb.  13,  iS  15,  the  treaty  of  peace  was  signed  at  Ghent. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  18 17,  his  second  term  of 
office  expired,  and  he  resigned  the  Presidential  chair 
to  his  friend,  James  Monroe.  He  retired  to  his  beau- 
tiful home  at  Montpelier,  and  there  passed  the  re- 
mainder of  his  days.  On  June  28,  1836,  then  at  the 
age  of  85  years,  he  fell  asleep  in  death.  Mrs.  Madi- 
son died  July  12,  1849. 


^,0^-^^)^'>-n^  ^ 


^^^^ 


FIFTH  PRESIDENT. 


^d.ML^^^>:M^ 


*  priQEs  vmsw-  ^i»»- 


1139201 


AMES  MONROE,  the  fifth 
.Presidentof  The  United  States, 
was  born  in  Westmoreland  Co., 
Va,  April  28,  1758.  His  early 
life  was  passed  at  the  place  of 
nativity.  His  ancestors  had  for 
many  years  resided  in  the  prov- 
ince in  which  he  was  born.  When, 
at  17  years  of  age,  in  the  process 
of  completing  his  education  at 
William  and  Mary  College,  the  Co- 
lonial Congress  assembled  at  Phila- 
delphia to  dehberate  upon  the  un- 
just and  manifold  oppressions  of 
Great  Britian,  declared  the  separa- 
tion of  the  Colonies,  and  promul- 
gated the  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence. Had  he  been  born  ten  years  before  it  is  highly 
probable  that  he  would  have  been  one  of  the  signers 
of  that  celebrated  instrument.  At  this  time  he  left 
school  and  enlisted  among  the  patriots. 

He  joined  the  army  when  everything  looked  hope- 
less and  gloomy.  The  number  of  deserters  increased 
from  day  to  day.  The  invading  armies  came  pouring 
in;  and  the  tories  not  only  favored  the  cause  of  the 
mother  country,  but  disheartened  the  new  recruits, 
who  were  sufficiently  terrified  at  the  prospect  of  con- 
tending with  an  enemy  whom  they  had  been  taught 
to  deem  invincible.  To  such  brave  spirits  as  James 
Monroe,  who  went  right  onward,  undismayed  through 
difficulty  and  danger,  the  United  States  owe  their 
political  emancipation.  The  young  cadet  joined  the 
ranks,  and  espoused  the  cause  of  his  injured  country, 
with  a  firm  determination  to  live  or  die  with  her  strife 


for  liberty.  Firmly  yet  sadly  he  shared  in  the  mel- 
ancholy retreat  from  Harleam  Heights  and  White 
Plains,  and  accompanied  the  dispirited  army  as  it  fled 
before  its  foes  through  New  Jersey.  In  four  months 
after  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  the  patriots 
had  been  beaten  in  seven  battles.  At  the  battle  of 
Trenton  he  led  the  vanguard,  and,  in  the  act  of  charg- 
ing upon  the  enemy  he  received  a  wound  in  the  left 
shoulder. 

As  a  reward  for  his  bravery,  Mr.  Monroe  was  pro- 
moted a  captain  of  infantry ;  and,  having  recovered 
from  his  wound,  he  rejoined  the  army.  He,  however, 
receded  from  the  line  of  promotion,  by  becoming  an 
officer  in  the  staff  of  Lord  Sterling.  During  the  cam- 
paigns of  1777  and  1778,  in  the  actions  of  Brandy 
wine,  Germantown  and  Monmouth,  he  continued 
aid-de-camp;  but  becoming  desirous  to  regain  his 
position  in  the  army,  he  exerted  himself  to  collect  a 
regiment  for  the  Virginia  line.  This  scheme  failed 
owing  to  the  exhausted  condition  of  the  State.  Upon 
this  failure  he  entered  the  office  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  at 
that  period  Governor,  and  pursued,  with  considerable 
ardor,  the  study  of  common  law.  He  did  not,  however, 
entirely  lay  aside  the  knapsack  for  the  green  bag; 
but  on  the  invasions  of  the  enemy,  served  as  a  volun- 
teer, during  the  two  years  of  his  legal  pursuits. 

In  17S2,  he  was  elected  from  King  George  county, 
a  member  of  the  Leglislature  of  Virginia,  and  by  that 
body  he  was  elevated  to  a  seat  in  the  Executive 
Council.  He  was  thus  honored  with  the  confidence 
of  his  fellow  citizens  at  23  years  of  age  ;  and  having 
at  this  early  period  displayed  some  of  that  ability 
and  aptitude  for  legislation,  which  were  afterwards 
employed  with  unremitting  energy  for  the  public  good, 
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he  was  in  the  succeeding  year  chosen  a  member  of 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 
Deeply  as  Mr.  Monroefelt  the  imperfections  of  the  old 
oonfederacy,  he  was  opposed  to  the  new  Constitution, 
ihinking,  with  many  others  of  the  Republican  party, 
'.hat  it  gave  too  much  power  to  the  Central  Government, 
and  not  enough  to  the  individual  States.  Still  he  re- 
tained the  esteem  of  his  friends  who  were  its  warm 
supiiorters,  and  who,  notwithstanding  his  opposition 
secured  its  adoption.  In  1789,  he  became  a  member 
of  the  United  States  Senate;  which  office  he  held  for 
four  years.  Every  month  the  line  of  distinction  be- 
tween the  two  great  parties  which  divided  the  nation, 
the  Federal  and  the  Republican,  was  growing  more 
distinct.  The  two  prominent  iaeas  which  now  sep- 
arated them  were,  that  the  Republican  party  was  in 
sympathy  with  France,  and  also  in  favor  of  such  a 
strict  construction  of  tlie  Constitution  as  to  give  the 
Central  Government  as  little  power,  and  the  State 
Governments  as  much  power,  as  the  Constitution  would 
warrant.  The  Federalists  sympathized  with  England, 
and  were  in  favor  of  a  liberal  construction  of  the  Con- 
stitution, which  would  give  as  much  power  to  the 
Central  Government  as  that  document  could  possibly 
authorize. 

The  leading  Federalists  and  Republicans  were 
alike  noble  men,  consecrating  all  their  energies  to  the 
good  of  the  nation.  Two  more  honest  men  or  more 
pure  patriots  than  John  Adams  the  Federalist,  and 
James  Monroe  the  Republican,  never  breathed.  In 
building  up  this  majestic  nation,  which  is  destined 
to  eclipse  all  Grecian  and  Assyrian  greatness,  the  com- 
bination of  their  antagonism  was  needed  to  create  the 
light  equilibrium.  And  yet  each  in  his  day  was  de- 
nounced as  almost  a  demon. 

Washington  was  then  President.  England  had  es- 
poused the  cause  of  the  Bourbons  against  the  princi- 
ples of  the  French  Revolution.  All  Europe  was  drawn 
into  the  conflict.  We  were  feeble  and  far  away. 
Washington  issued  a  proclamation  of  neutrality  be- 
tween these  contending  powers.  France  had  helped 
us  in  the  struggle  for  our  liberties.  All  the  despotisms 
of  Europe  were  now  combined  to  prevent  the  French 
from  escaping  from  a  tyranny  a  thousand-fold  worse 
than  that  which  we  had  endured.  Col.  Monroe,  more 
magnanimous  than  prudent,  was  anxious  that,  at 
whatever  hazard,  we  should  help  our  old  allies  in 
their  extremity.  It  was  the  impulse  of  a  generous 
and  noble  nature.  He  violently  opposed  the  Pres- 
ident's proclamation  as  ungrateful  and  wanting  in 
magnanimity. 

Washington,  who  could  appreciate  such  a  character, 
developed  his  calm,  serene,  almost  divine  greatness, 
by  appointing  that  very  James  Monroe,  who  was  de- 
nouncing the  policy  of  the  Government,  as  the  minister 
of  that  Government  to  the  Republic  of  France.  Mr. 
Monroe  was  welcomed  by  the  National  Convention 
in  France  with  the  most  enthusiastic  demonstrations. 


Shortly  after  his  return  to  this  country,  Mr.  Mon- 
roe was  elected  Governor  of  Virginia,  and  held  the 
office  for  three  yeais.  He  was  again  sent  to  France  to 
co-operate  with  Chancellor  Livingston  in  obtaining 
the  vast  territory  then  known  as  the  Province  of 
Louisiana,  which  France  had  but  shortly  before  ob- 
tained from  Spain.  Their  united  efforts  were  suc- 
cessful. For  the  comparatively  small  sum  of  fifteen 
millions  of  dollars,  the  entire  territory  of  Orleans  and 
district  of  Louisiana  were  added  to  the  United  States. 
This  was  probably  the  largest  transfer  of  real  estate 
which  was  ever  made  in  all  the  history  of  the  world. 

From  France  Mr.  Monroe  went  to  England  to  ob- 
tain from  that  country  some  recognition  of  our 
rights  as  neutrals,  and  to  remonstrate  against  those 
odious  impressments  of  our  seamen.  But  Eng- 
land was  unrelenting.  He  again  returned  to  Eng- 
land on  the  same  mission,  but  could  receive  no 
redress.  He  returned  to  his  home  and  was  again 
chosen  Governor  of  Virginia.  This  he  soon  resigned 
to  accept  the  position  of  Secretary  of  State  under 
Madison.  While  in  this  office  war  with  England  was 
declared,  the  Secretary  of  War  resigned,  and  during 
these  trj'ing  times,  the  duties  of  the  \Var  Department 
were  also  put  upon  him.  He  was  truly  the  armor- 
bearer  of  President  Madison,  and  the  most  efficient 
business  man  in  his  cabinet.  LTpon  the  return  o( 
peace  he  resigned  the  Department  of  War,  but  con- 
tinued in  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State  until  the  ex- 
piration of  Mr.  Madison's  adminstration.  At  the  elec 
tion  held  the  previous  autumn  Mr.  Monroe  himself  had 
been  chosen  President  with  but  little  opposition,  and 
upon  March  4,  18 17,  was  inaugurated.  Four  years 
later  he  was  elected  for  a  second  term. 

Among  the  important  measures  of  his  Presidency 
were  the  cession  of  Florida  to  the  United  States;  the 
Missouri  Compromise,  and  the    "  Monroe  doctrine.'' 

This  famous  doctrine,  since  known  as  the  "Monroe 
doctrine,"  was  enunciated  by  him  in  1823.  At  that 
time  the  LInited  States  had  recognized  the  independ- 
ence of  the  South  American  states,  and  did  not  wish 
to  have  European  powers  longer  attempting  to  sub- 
due portions  of  the  American  Continent.  The  doctrine 
is  as  follows:  "That  we  should  consider  any  attempt 
on  the  part  of  European  powers  to  extend  their  sys- 
tem to  any  portion  of  this  hemisphere  as  dangerous 
to  our  peace  and  safety,"  and  "that  we  could  not 
view  any  interposition  for  the  purpose  of  oppressing 
or  controlling  American  governments  or  provinces  in 
any  other  light  than  as  a  manifestation  by  European 
powers  of  an  unfriendly  disposition  toward  the  LTnited 
States."'  This  doctrine  immediately  affected  the  course 
of  foreign  governments,  and  has  become  the  approved 
sentiment  of  the  LInited  States. 

At  the  end.  of  his  fecond  term  Mr  Monroe  retired 
to  his  home  in  Virginia,  where  he  lived  uniil  1830, 
when  he  went  to  New  York  to  live  with  his  son-in- 
law.     In  that  city  he  died, on  the  4th  of  July,  1831 
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OHN  QUINCY  ADAMS,  the 
ah  President  of  the  United 
'Stites,  was   born  in  the   rural 
home  of  his    honored   father, 
ihn  Adams,  in  Quincv,  Mass., 
,  the  iithcf  July,  1767.   His 
iiiothL-r,   a    woman   of  exalted 
uoith,  watched  over  his  childhood 
during   the  almost   constant   ab- 
sence of  his  father.      When    but 
eight  years  of  age,  he  stood  with 
his  mother  on  an  eminence,  listen- 
ing to  the  booming  of  the  great  bat- 
tle on  Banker's  Hill,  and  gazing  on 
upon  the  smoke  and  flames  billow- 
ing up  from    the   conflagration   of 
Charlestown. 

When  but  eleven  years  old  he 
took  a  tearful  adieu  of  his  mother, 
to  sail  with  his  father  for  Europe, 
through  a  fleet  of  hostile  British  cruisers.  The  bright, 
animated  hoy  spent  a  year  and  a  half  in  Paris,  where 
his  father  was  associated  with  Franklin  and  Lee  as 
minister  plenipotentiary.  His  intelligence  attracted 
the  notice  of  these  distinguished  men,  and  he  received 
from  them  flattering  marks  of  attention. 

Mr.  John  Adams  had  scarcely  returned  to  this 
cour.try,  in  1779,  ere  he  was  again  sent  abroad.  Again 
I'of.n  Quincy  accompanied  his  father.  At  Paris  he 
applied  himself  with  great  diligence,  for  six  months, 
to  3tudy;  then  accom pained  his  father  to  Holland, 
v/here  he  entered,  first  a  school  in  Amsterdam,  then 
the  University  at  Leyden.  About  a  year  from  this 
time,  in  1781,  when  the  manly  boy  was  but  fourteen 
yea-3  of  age,  he  was  selected  by  Mr.  Dana,  our  min- 
ister to  the  Russian  court,  as  his  private  secretary. 

In  this  school  of  incessant  labor  and  of  enobling 
culture  he  spent  fourteen  months,  and  then  returned 
to  Holland  through  Sweden,  Denmark,  Hamburg  and 
Bremen.  This  long  journey  he  took  alone,  in  the 
winter,  when  in  his  sixteenth  year.  Again  he  resumed 
his  studies,  under  a  private  tutor,  at  Hague.   Thence, 


in  the  spring  of  1782,  he  accompanied  his  father  tc 
Paris,  traveling  leisurely,  and  forming  ac(|uaiiitance 
with  the  most  distinguished  men  on  the  Continent; 
examining  architectural  remains,  galleries  of  paintings, 
and  all  renowned  works  of  art.  At  Paris  he  again 
became  associated  with  the  most  illustrious  men  of 
all  lands  in  the  contemplations  of  the  loftiest  temporal 
themes  which  can  engross  the  human  mind.  After 
a  short  visit  to  England  he  returned  to  Paris,  and 
consecrated  all  his  energies  to  study  until  May,  1785, 
when  he  returned  to  America.  To  a  brilliant  young 
man  of  eighteen,  who  had  seen  much  of  the  world, 
and  who  was  familiar  with  the  etiquette  of  courts,  a 
residence  with  his  father  in  London,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, must  have  been  extremely  attractive 
but  with  judgment  very  rare  in  one  of  his  age,  he  pre- 
ferred to  return  to  America  to  complete  his  education 
in  an  American  college.  He  wished  then  to  study 
law,  that  with  an  honorable  profession,  he  might  be 
able  to  obtain  an  independent  support. 

Upon  leaving  Harvard  College,  at  the  age  of  twenty, 
he  studied  law  for  three  years.  In  June,  1794,  be- 
ing then  but  twenty-seven  years  of  age,  he  was  ap- 
pointed by  Washington,  resident  minister  at  the 
Netherlands.  Sailing  from  Boston  in  July,  lie  reached 
London  in  October,  where  he  was  immediately  admit- 
ted to  the  deliberations  of  Messrs.  Jay  and  Pinckney, 
assisting  them  in  negotiating  a  commercial  treaty  with 
Gieat  Britian.  After  thus  spending  a  fortnight  in 
London,  he  proceeded  to  the  Hague. 

In  July,  1797,  he  left  the  Hague  to  go  to  Portugal  as 
minister  plenipotentiary.  On  his  way  to  Portugal, 
upon  arriving  in  London,  he  met  with  despatches 
directing  him  to  the  court  of  Beilin,  hut  requesting 
him  to  remain  in  London  until  he  should  receive  his 
instructions.  While  waiting  he  was  married  to  an 
American  lady  to  whom  he  had  been  previously  en- 
gaged,— Miss  Louisa  Catherine  Johnson,  daughter 
of  Mr.  Joshua  Johnson,  American  consul  in  london; 
a  lady  endownd  with  that  beauty  and  those  accom- 
plishment which  eminently  fitted  her  to  move  in  the 
elevated  sphere  for  which  she  was  destined. 
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He  reached  Berlin  with  his  wife  in  November,  1797  ; 
where  he  remained  until  July,  1799,  when,  havingful- 
fiUed  all  the  purposes  of  his  mission,  he  solicited  his 
recall. 

Soon  after  his  return,  in  1802,  he  was  chosen  to 
the  Senate  of  Massachusetts,  from  Boston,  and  then 
was  elected  Senator  of  the  United  States  for  six  years, 
from  the  4th  of  March,  r8o4.  His  reputation,  his 
ability  and  his  experience,  placed  him  immediately 
among  the  most  prominent  and  influential  members 
of  that  body.  Especially  did  he  sustain  the  Govern- 
ment in  its  measures  of  resistance  to  the  encroach- 
ments of  England,  destroying  our  commerce  and  in- 
sulting our  flag.  There  was  no  man  in  America  more 
familiar  with  the  arrogance  of  the  British  court  upon 
these  ixjints,  and  no  one  more  resolved  to  present 
a  firm  resistance. 

In  1809,  Madison  succeeded  Jefferson  in  the  Pres- 
idential chair,  and  he  immediately  nominated  John 
Quincy  Adams  minister  to  St.  Petersburg.  Resign- 
ing his  professorship  in  Harvard  College,  he  embarked 
at  Boston,  in  August,  1809. 

While  in  Russia,  Mr.  Adams  was  an  intense  stu- 
dent. He  devoted  his  attention  to  the  language  and 
history  of  Russia;  to  the  Chinese  trade;  to  the 
European  system  of  weights,  measures,  and  coins  ;  to 
the  climate  and  astronomical  observations  ;  while  he 
Kept  up  a  familiar  acquaintance  with  the  Greek  and 
Latin  classics.  In  all  the  universities  of  Europe,  a 
more  accomplished  scholar  could  scarcely  be  found. 
All  through  life  the  Bible  constituted  an  important 
part  of  his  studies.  It  was  his  rule  to  read  five 
chapters  every  day. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1817,  Mr.  Monroe  took  the 
Presidential  chair,  and  immediately  appointed  Mr. 
Adams  Secretary  of  State.  Taking  leave  of  his  num- 
erous friends  in  public  and  private  life  in  Europe,  he 
sailed  in  June,  1819,  for  the  United  States.  On  the 
i8th  of  August,  he  again  crossed  the  threshold  of  his 
home  in  Quincy.  During  the  eight  years  of  Mr.  Mon- 
roe's administration,  Mr.  Adams  continued  Secretary 
of  State. 

Some  time  before  the  close  of  Mr.  Monroe's  second 
term  of  office,  new  candidates  began  to  be  presented 
for  the  Presidency.  The  friends  of  Mr.  Adams  brought 
forward  his  name.  It  was  an  exciting  campaign. 
Party  spirit  was  never  more  bitter.  Two  hundred  and 
sixty  electoral  votes  were  cast.  Andrew  Jackson  re- 
ceived ninety-nine;  John  Quincy  Adams,  eighty-four; 
William  H.  Crawford,  forty-one;  Henry  Clay,  thirty- 
se\'cn.  As  there  was  no  choice  by  the  people,  the 
(]uestion  went  to  the  House  of  Representatives.  Mr. 
Clay  gave  the  vote  of  Kentucky  to  Mr.  Adams,  and 
he  was  elected. 

The  friends  of  all  the  disappointed  candidates  now 
combined  in  a  venomous  and  persistent  assault  upon 
Mr.  Adams.  There  is  nothing  more  disgraceful  in 
*hp  oast  history  of  our  country  than  the  abuse  which 


was  poured  in  one  uninterrupted  stream,  upon  this 
high-minded,  upright,  patriotic  man.  There  never  was 
an  administration  more  pure  in  principles,  more  con- 
scientiously devoted  to  the  best  interests  of  the  coun- 
try, than  that  of  John  Quincy  Adams ;  and  never,  per- 
haps, was  there  an  administration  more  unscrupu- 
lously and  outrageously  assailed. 

Mr.  Adams  was,  to  a  very  remarkable  degree,  ab- 
stemious and  temperate  in  his  habits;  always  rising 
early,  and  taking  much  exercise.  When  at  his  home  in 
Quincy,  he  has  been  known  to  walk,  before  breakfast, 
seven  miles  to  Boston.  In  Washington,  it  was  said 
that  he  was  the  first  man  up  in  the  city,  lighting  his 
own  fire  and  applying  himself  to  work  in  his  library 
often  long  before  dawn. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1829,  Mr.  Adams  retirt 
from  the  Presidency,  and  was  succeeded  by  Andrev\ 
Jackson.  John  C.  Calhoun  was  elected  Vice  Presi- 
dent. The  slavery  question  now  began  to  assume 
lX)rtentous  magnitude.  Mr.  Adams  returned  to 
Quincy  and  to  his  studies,  which  he  pursued  with  un- 
abated zeal.  But  he  was  not  long  permitted  to  re- 
main in  retirement.  In  November,  1830,  he  was 
elected  representative  to  Congress.  For  seventeen 
years,  until  his  death,  he  occupied  the  post  as  repre- 
sentative, towering  above  all  his  peers,  ever  ready  to 
do  brave  battle' for  freedom,  and  winning  the  title  of 
"the  old  man  eloquent."  Upon  taking  his  seat  in 
the  House,  he  announced  that  he  should  hold  him- 
self bound  to  no  party.  Probably  there  never  was  a 
member  more  devoted  to  his  duties.  He  was  usually 
the  first  in  his  place  in  the  morning,  and  the  last  to 
leave  his  seat  in  the  evening.  Not  a  measure  could 
be  brought  forward  and  escape  his  scrutiny.  The 
battle  which  Mr.  Adams  fought,  almost  singly,  against 
the  proslavery  party  in  the  Government,  was  sublime 
in  Its  moral  daring  and  heroism.  For  persisting  in 
presenting  petitions  for  the  abolition  of  slavery,  he 
was  threatened  with  indictment  by  the  grand  jury, 
with  expulsion  from  the  House,  with  assassination  : 
but  no  threats  could  intimidate  him,  and  his  final 
triumph  was  complete. 

It  has  been  said  of  President  Adams,  that  when  his 
body  was  bent  and  his  hair  silvered  by  the  lapse  of 
fourscore  years,  yielding  to  the  simple  faith  of  a  little 
child,  he  was  accustomed  to  repeat  every  night,  before 
he  slept,  the  prayer  which  his  mother  taught  him  in 
his  infant  years. 

On  the  2 1  St  of  February,  1848,  he  rose  on  the  floor 
of  Congress,  with  a  paper  in  his  hand,  to  address  the 
speaker.  Suddenly  he  fell,  again  stricken  by  paraly- 
sis, and  was  caught  in  the  arms  of  those  around  him. 
For  a  time  he  was  senseless,  as  he  was  conveyed  to 
the  sofa  in  the  rotunda.  With  reviving  conscious- 
ness, he  opened  his  eyes,  looked  calmly  around  and 
said  "  This  is  the  end  of  earth  /'then  after  a  moment's 
pause  he  added,  '''' I  am  content"  These  were  the 
last    words  of    the    grand    "  Old    Man    Eloquent." 
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NDREW     JACKSON,     the 
sLventh     Presider.t     of     the 
United    States,  was  born   in 
Waxhaw  settlement,  N.    C, 
March  T5,  1767,  a  few  days 
after  his  father's  death.    His 
parents  were  poor  emigrants 
fiom    Ireland,  and  took   up 
their  abode  in  Waxhaw  set- 
tlement, where  they  lived  in 
deepest  poverty. 
Andrew,  or  Andy,  as  he  was 
universally  called,  grew  up  a  very 
rough,  rude,  turbulent  boy.      His 
features  were  coarse,  his  form  un- 
gainly,   and  there  was  but  very 
n  his  character,    made   visible,  which   was   at- 


When  only  thirteen  years  old  he  joined  the  volun- 
teers of  Carolina  against  the  British  iavasion.  In 
1781,  he  and  his  brother  Robert  were  captured  and 
imprisoned  for  a  time  at  Camden.  A  British  officer 
ordered  him  to  brush  his  mud-spattered  boots.  "  I  am 
a  prisoner  of  war,  not  your  servant,"  was  the  reply  of 
the  dauntless  boy. 

The  brute  drew  his  sword,  and  aimed  a  desperate 
Dlovv  at  the  head  of  the  helpless  young  prisoner. 
Andrew  raised  his  hand,  and  thus  received  two  fear- 
ful gashes, — one  on  the  hand  and  the  other  upon  the 
head.  The  officer  then  turned  to  his  brother  Robert 
with  the  same  demand.  He  also  refused,  and  re- 
ceived a  blow  from  the  keen-edged  sabre,  which  quite 
disabled  him,  and  which  probably  soon  after  caused 
his  death.  They  suffered  muchother  ill-treatment,  and 
were  finally  stricken  with  the  small-pox.  Their 
mother  was  successful  in   obtaining   their  exchange, 


and  took  her  sick  boys  home.  After  a  long  illness 
Andrew  recovered,  and  the  death  of  his  mother  »oon 
left  him  entirely  friendless. 

Andrew  supported  himself  in  various  ways,  S43has 
working  at  the  saddler's  trade,  teaching  school  and 
clerking  in  a  general  store,  until  1784,  when  he 
entered  a  law  office  at  Salisbury,  N.  C.  He,  however, 
gave  more  attention  to  the  wild  amusements  of  the 
times  than  to  his  studies.  In  1788,  he  was  appointed 
solicitor  for  the  western  district  of  North  Carolina,  of 
which  Tennessee  was  then  a  part.  This  involved 
many  long  and  tedious  journeys  amid  dangers  of 
every  kind,  but  Andrew  Jackson  never  knew  fear, 
and  the  Indians  had  no  desire  to  repeat  a  skirmish 
with  the  Sharp  Knife. 

In  1 7  91,  Mr.  Jackson  was  married  to  a  woman  who 
supposed  herself  divorced  from  her  former  husband. 
Great  was  the  surprise  of  both  parties,  two  years  later, 
to  find  that  the  conditionsof  the  divorce  had  just  been 
definitely  settled  by  the  first  husband.  The  marriage 
ceremony  was  performed  a  second  time,  but  the  occur- 
rence was  often  used  by  his  enemies  to  bring  Mr. 
Jackson  into  disfavor. 

During  these  years  he  worked  hard  at  his  profes- 
sion, and  frequently  had  one  or  more  duels  on  hand, 
one  of  which,  when  he  killed  Dickenson,  was  espec- 
ially disgraceful. 

In  January,  1796,  the  Territory  of  Tennessee  then 
containing  nearly  eighty  thousand  inhabitants,  the 
people  met  in  convention  at  Knoxville  to  frame  a  con- 
stitution. Five  were  sent  from  each  of  the  eleven 
counties.  Andrew  Jackson  was  one  of  the  delegates. 
The  new  State  was  entitled  to  but  one  member  in 
the  National  House  of  Representatives.  Andrew  Jack- 
son was  chosen  that  member.  Mounting  his  horse  he 
rode  to  Philedelphia,  where  Congress  then    held  its 
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sessions, — ^a  distance  of  about  eight  hundred    miles. 

Jackson  was  an  earnest  advocate  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  Jefferson  was  his  idol.  He  admired 
Bonaparte,  loved  France  and  hated  England.  As  Mr. 
Jackson  took  his  seat,  Gjn.  Washington,  whose 
second  term  of  office  was  then  expiring,  delivered  his 
last  speech  to  Congress.  A  committee  drew  up  a 
complimentary  address  in  reply.  Andrew  Jackson 
did  not  approve  of  the  address,  and  was  one  of  the 
twelve  who  voted  against  it.  He  was  not  willing  to 
say  that  Gen.  Washmgton's  adminstration  had  been 
"  wise,  firm  and  patriotic." 

.'  Mr.  Jackson  was  elected  to  the  United  States 
Senate  in  1797,  but  soon  resigned  and  returned  home. 
Soon  after  he  was  chosen  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  his  State,  which  position  he  held  fjr  six  years. 

When  the  war  of  1S12  with  Great  Britian  com- 
menced, Madison  occupied  the  Presidential  chair. 
Aaron  Burr  sent  word  to  the  President  that  there  was 
an  unknown  man  in  the  West,  Andrew  Jackson,  who 
would  do  credit  to  a  commission  if  one  were  con- 
ferred upon  him.  Just  at  that  time  Gen.  Jackson 
offered  his  services  and  those  of  twenty-five  hundred 
volunteers.  His  offer  was  accepted,  and  the  troops 
were  assembled  at  Nashville. 

As  the  British  were  hourly  expected  to  make  an  at- 
tack upon  New  Orleans,  where  Gen.  Wilkinson  was 
in  command,  he  was  ordered  to  descend  the  river 
with  fifteen  hundred  troops  to  aid  Wilkinson.  The 
expedition  reached  Natchez;  and  after  a  delay  of  sev- 
eral weeks  there,  without  accomplishing  anything, 
the  men  were  ordered  back  to  their  homes.  But  the 
energy  Gen.  Jackson  had  displayed,  and  his  entire 
devotion  to  the  comrfort  of  his  soldiers,  won  him 
golden  opinions ;  and  he  became  the  most  popular 
man  in  the  State.  It  was  in  this  expedition  that  his 
toughness  gave  him  the  nickname  of  "  Old  Hickory." 

Soon  after  this,  while  attempting  to  horsewhip  Col. 
Thomas  H.  Benton,  for  a  remark  that  genlleman 
made  about  his  taking  a  part  as  second  in  a  duel,  in 
which  a  younger  brother  of  Benton's  was  engaged, 
he  received  two  severe  pistol  wounds.  While  he  was 
lingering  upon  a  bed  of  suffering  news  came  that  the 
Indians,  who  had  combined  under  Tecumseh  from 
Florida  to  the  Lakes,  to  exterminate  the  white  set- 
tlers, were  committing  the  most  avvful  ravages.  De- 
cisive action  became  necessary.  Gen.  Jackson,  with 
his  fractured  bone  just  beginning  to  heal,  his  arm  in 
a  sling,  and  unable  to  mount  his  horse  without  assis- 
tance, gave  his  amazing  energies  to  the  raising  of  an 
army  to  rendezvous  at  Fayettesville,  Alabama. 

The  Creek  Indians  had  established  a  strong  fort  on 
one  of  the  bends  of  the  Tallapoosa  River,  near  the  cen- 
ter of  Alabama,  about  fifty  miles  below  Fort  Strother. 
With  an  army  of  two  thousand  men.  Gen.  Jackson 
traversed  the  pathless  wilderness  in  a  march  of  eleven 
days.  He  readied  their  fort,  called  Tohopeka  or 
Horse-shoe,  on  tlie  27th  of  March.  1814.     The  bend 


of  the  river  enclosed  nearly  one  hundred  acres  of 
tangled  forest  and  wild  ravine.  Across  the  narrow 
neck  the  Indians  had  constructed  a  formidable  breast- 
work of  logs  and  brush.  Here  nine  hundred  warriors, 
with  an  ample  suplyof  arms  were  assembled. 

The  fort  was  stormed.  The  fight  was  utterly  des- 
perate. Not  an  Indian  would  accept  of  quarter.  When 
bleeding  and  dying,  they  would  fight  those  who  en- 
deavored to  spare  their  lives.  From  ten  in  the  morn- 
ing until  dark,  the  battle  raged.  The  carnage  was 
awful  and  revolting.  Some  threw  themselves  into  the 
river;  but  the  unerring  bullet  struck  their  heads  as 
they  swam.  Nearly  everyone  of  the  nine  hundred  war- 
rios  were  killed  A  few  probably,  in  the  night,  swam 
the  river  and  escaped.  This  ended  the  war.  The 
power  of  the  Creeks  was  broken  forever.  This  bold 
plunge  into  the  wilderness,  with  its  territhc  slaughter, 
so  appalled  the  savages,  that  the  haggard  remnants 
of  the  bands  came  to  the  camp,  begging  for  peace. 

This  closing  of  the  Creek  war  enabled  us  to  con- 
centrate all  our  militia  upon  the  British,  who  were  the 
allies  of  the  Indians  No  man  of  less  resolute  will 
than  Gen.  Jackson  could  have  conducted  this  Indian 
campaign  to  so  successful  an  issue  Immediately  he 
was  appointed  major-general. 

Late  in  August,  with  an  army  of  two  thousand 
men,  on  a  rushing  march,  Gen.  Jackson  came  to 
Mobile.  A  British  fleet  came  from  Pensacola,  landed 
a  force  upon  the  beach,  anchored  near  the  little  fort, 
and  from  both  ship  and  shore  commenced  a  furious 
assault.  The  battle  was  long  and  doubtful.  At  length 
one  of  the  ships  was  blown  up    and  the  rest  retired. 

Garrisoning  Mobile,  where  he  had  taken  his  little 
army,  he  moved  his  troops  to  New  Orleans, 
And  the  battle  of  New  Orleans  which  soon  ensued, 
was  in  reality  a  very  arduous  campaign.  This  won 
for  Gen.  Jackson  an  imperishable  name.  Here  his 
troops,  which  numbered  about  four  thousand  men, 
won  a  signal  victory  over  the  British  army  of  about 
nine  thousand.  His  loss  was  but  thirteen,  while  the 
loss  of  the  British  was  two  thousand  six  hundred. 

The  name  of  Gen.  Jackson  soon  began  to  be  men- 
tioned in  connection  with  the  Presidency,  but,  in  1824, 
he  was  defeated  by  Mr.  Adams.  He  was,  however, 
successful  in  the  election  of  1828,  and  was  re-elected 
for  a  second  term  in  1832.  In  1829,  just  before  he 
assumed  the  reins  of  the  government,  he  met  with 
the  most  terrible  affliction  of  his  life  in  the  death  of 
his  wife,  whom  he  had  loved  with  a  devotion  which  has 
perhaps  never  been  surpassed.  From  the  shock  of 
her  death  he  never  recovered. 

His  administration  was  one  of  the  most  memorable 
in  the  annals  of  our  country;  applauded  by  one  party, 
condemned  by  the  other.  No  man  had  more  bitter 
enemies  or  wanner  friends.  At  the  expiration  of  his 
two  terms  of  office  he  retired  to  the  Hermitage,  where 
he  died  June  8,  1845.  The  last  years  of  Mr.  Jack- 
son's  life   were  that   of  a   devoted  Christian   man. 
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ARTIN  VAN  BUREN,  the 
eighth     President     of     the 
United  States,  was  born  at 
Kinderhook,  N.  Y.,  Dec.   5, 
7S2.     He  died  at  the  same 
ace,  July   24,    1862.      His 
body  rests  in  the  cemetery 
at  Kinderhook.     Above  it  is 
jlain  granite    shaft  fifteen  feet 
high,  bearing  a  simple  inscription 
about  half  way  up   on   one    face. 
The  lot  is  unfenced,  unbordered 
or  unbounded  by  shrub  or  flower. 

There  is  but  little  in  the  life  of  Martin  Van  Buren 
of  romantic  interest.  He  fought  no  battles,  engaged 
in  no  wild  adventures.  Though  his  life  was  stormy  in 
political  and  intellectual  conflicts,  and  he  gained  many 
signal  victories,  his  days  passed  uneventful  in  those 
incidents  which  give  zest  to  biography.  His  an- 
cestors, as  his  name  indicates,  were  of  Dutch  origin, 
and  were  among  the  earhest  emigrants  from  Holland 
to  the  banks  of  the  Hudson.  His  father  was  a  farmer, 
residing  in  the  old  town  of  Kinderhook.  His  mother, 
also  of  Dutch  lineage,  was  a  woman  of  superior  intel- 
ligence and  exemplary  piety. 

He  was  decidedly  a  precocious  boy,  developing  un- 
usual activity,  vigor  and  strength  of  mind.  At  the 
age  of  fourteen,  he  had  finished  his  academic  studies 
in  his  native  village,  and  commenced  the  study  of 
law.  As  he  had  not  a  collegiate  education,  seven 
years  of  study  in  a  law-office  were  required  of  him 
before  he  could  be  admitted  to  the  bar.  Inspired  with 
a  lofty  ambition,  and  conscious  of  his  powers,  he  pur- 
sued his  studies  with  indefatigable  industry.  After 
=|iending  six  years  in  an  office  in  his    native  village. 


he  went  to  the  city  of  New  York,  and  prosecuted  his 
studies  for  the  seventh  year. 

In  1803,  Mr.  Van  Buren,  then  twenty-one  years  of 
age,  commenced  the  practice  of  law  in  his  native  vil- 
lage. The  great  conflict  between  the  Federal  and 
Republican  party  was  then  at  its  height.  Mr.  Van 
Buren  was  from  the  beginning  a  politician.  He  had, 
perhaps,  imbibed  that  spirit  while  listening  to  the 
many  discussions  which  had  been  carried  on  in  his 
father's  hotel.  He  was  in  cordial  sympathy  with 
Jefferson,  and  earnestly  and  eloquently  espoused  the 
cause  of  State  Rights  ;  though  at  that  time  the  Fed- 
eral party  held  the  supremacy  both  in  his  town 
and  State. 

His  success  and  increasing  ruputation  led  him 
after  six  years  of  practice,  to  remove  to  Hudson,  th.; 
county  seat  of  his  county.  Here  he  spent  seven  years, 
constantly  gaining  strength  by  contending  in  tht. 
courts  with  some  of  the  ablest  men  who  have  adorned 
the  bar  of  his  State. 

Just  before  leaving  Kinderhook  for  Hudson,  Mi. 
Van  Buren  married  a  lady  alike  distinguished  for 
beauty  and  accomplishments.  After  twelve  short 
years  she  sank  into  the  grave,  the  victim  of  consump- 
tion, leaving  her  husband  and  four  sons  to  weep  over 
her  loss.  For  twenty-five  years,  Mr.  Van  Buren  was 
an  earnest,  successful,  assiduous  lawyer.  The  record 
of  those  years  is  barren  in  items  of  public  interest. 
In  1812,  when  thirty  years  of  age,  he  was  chosen  to 
the  State  Senate,  and  gave  his  strenuous  support  to 
Mr.  Madison's  adminstration.  In  1815,  he  was  ap- 
pointed Attorney-General,  and  the  next  year  moved 
to  Albany,  the  capital  of  the  State. 

While  he  was  acknowledged  as  one  of  the  most 
piominent  leaders  of  the  Democratic   party,   he   had 
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the  moral  courage  to  avow  that  true  democracy  did 
not  require  that  "  universal  suffrage "  which  admits 
the  vile,  the  degraded,  the  ignorant,  to  the  right  of 
governing  the  State.  In  true  consistency  with  his 
democratic  principles,  he  contended  that,  while  the 
path  leading  to  the  privilege  of  voting  should  be  open 
to  every  man  without  distinction,  no  one  should  be 
invested  with  that  sacred  prerogative,  unless  he  were 
in  some  degree  qualified  for  it  by  intelligence,  virtue 
and  some  property  interests  in  the  welfare  of  the 
State. 

In  1821  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  United 
States  Senate;  and  in  the  same  year,  he  took  a  seat 
in  the  convention  to  revise  the  constitution  of  his 
native  State.  His  course  in  this  convention  secured 
the  approval  of  men  of  all  parties.  No  one  could 
doubt  the  singleness  of  his  endeavors  to  promote  the 
interests  of  all  classes  in  the  community.  In  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States,  he  rose  at  once  to  a 
conspicuous  position  as  an  active  and  useful  legislator. 

In  1827,  John  Quincy  Adams  being  then  in  the 
Presidential  chair,  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  re-elected  to 
ilie  Senate.  He  had  been  from  the  beginning  a  de- 
termined opposer  of  the  Administration,  adopting  the 
"State  Rights"  view  in  opposition  to  what  was 
deemed  the  Federal  proclivities  of  Mr.  Adams. 

Soon  after  this,  in  1828,  he  was  chosen  Governorof 
the  State  of  New  York,  and  accordingly  resigned  his 
seat  in  the  Senate.  Probably  no  one  in  the  United 
States  contributed  so  much  towards  ejecting  John  Q. 
Adams  from  the  Presidential  chair,  and  placing  in  it 
Andrew  Jackson,  as  did  Martin  Van  Buren.  Whether 
entitled  to  the  reputation  or  not,  he  certainly  was  re- 
garded throughout  the  United  States  as  one  of  the 
most  skillful,  sagacious  and  cunning  of  politicians. 
It  was  supposed  that  no  one  knew  so  well  as  he  how 
to  touch  the  secret  springs  of  action;  how  to  pull  all 
the  wires  to  put  his  machinery  in  motion;  and  how  to 
organize  a  political  army  which  would,  secredyand 
stealthily  accomplish  the  most  gigantic  results.  By 
these  powers  it  is  said  that  he  outv/itted  Mr.  Adams, 
Mr.  Clay,  Mr.  Webster,  and  secured  results  which 
few  thought  then  could  be  accomplished. 

Wiie.i  Andrew  Jackson  was  elected  President  he 
appointed  Mr.  Van  Buren  Secretary  of  State.  This 
position  he  resigned  in  1831,  and  was  immediately 
appointed  Minister  to  England,  where  he  went  the 
same  autumn.  The  Senate,  however,  when  it  met, 
refused    to    ratify  the  nomination,   and  he  returned 


home,  apparently  untroubled ;  was  nominated  Vice 
President  in  the  place  of  Calhoun,  at  the  re-election 
of  President  Jackson ;  and  with  smiles  for  all  and 
frowns  for  none,  he  took  his  place  at  the  head  of  that 
Senate  which  had  refused  to  confirm  his  nomination 
as  ambassador. 

His  rejection  by  the  Senate  roused  all  the  zeal  of 
President  Jackson  in  behalf  of  his  repudiated  favor- 
ite; and  this,  probably  more  than  any  other  cause, 
secured  his  elevation  to  the  chair  of  the  Chief  Execu- 
tive. On  the  20th  of  May,  1836,  Mr.  Van  Buren  re- 
ceived the  Democratic  nomination  to  succeed  Gen. 
Jackson  as  President  of  the  United  States.  He  was 
elected  by  a  handsome  majority,  to  the  delight  of  the 
retiring  President.  "  Leaving  New  York  out  of  the 
canvass,"  says  Mr.  Parton,  "the  election  of  Mr.  Van 
Buren  to  the  Presidency  was  as  much  the  act  of  Gen. 
Jackson  as  though  the  Constitution  had  conferred 
upon  him  the  power  to  appoint  a  successor." 

His  administration  was  filled  with  exciting  events. 
The  insurrection  in  Canada,  which  threatened  to  in 
volve  this  country  in  war  with  England,  the  agitation 
of  the  slavery  question,  and  finally  the  great  commer- 
cial panic  which  spread  over  the  country,  all  were 
trials  to  his  wisdom.  The  financial  distress  was  at- 
tributed to  the  management  of  the  Democratic  party, 
and  brought  the  President  into  such  disfavor  that  he 
failed  of  re-election. 

With  the  exception  of  being  nominated  for  the 
Presidency  by  the  "Free  Soil"  Democrats,  in  1848, 
Mr.  Van  Buren  lived  quietly  upon  his  estate  until 
his  death. 

He  had  ever  been  a  prudent  man,  of  frugal  habits, 
and  living  within  his  income,  had  now  fortunately  a 
competence  for  his  declining  years.  His  unblemished 
character,  his  commanding  abilities,  his  unquestioned 
patriotism,  and  the  distinguished  positions  which  he 
had  occupied  in  the  government  of  our  country,  se- 
cured to  him  not  only  the  homage  of  his  party,  but 
the  respect  ot  the  whole  community.  It  was  on  the 
4th  of  March,  1841,  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  retired  from 
the  presidency.  From  his  fine  estate  at  Lindenwald^ 
he  still  exerted  a  powerful  influence  upon  the  politics 
of  the  country.  From  this  time  until  his  death,  on 
the  24th  of  July,  1862,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years,  he 
resided  at  Lindenwald,  a  gentleman  of  leisure,  of 
culture  and  of  wealth;  enjoying  in  a  healthy  old 
age,  probably  far  more  happiness  than  he  had  before 
experienced  amid  the  stormy  scenes  of  his  active  life. 
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ILLIAM  HENRY  HARRI- 
®^  SON,  the  ninth   President  of 
i    the   United  States,  was  born 
"^  ■g/M.    ^S^Jft     at  Berkeley,  Va.,  Feb.  9,  1773. 
'"      His  father,   Benjamin    Harri- 
'        bon,  was  in  comparatively  op- 
ulent circumstances,  and  was 
one  of  the  most  distinguished 
men  of  his  day.      He  was  an 
intimate    friend    of     George 
Washington,  w  as  eady  elected 
a  member  of  the  Continental 
Congress,    and  was    conspicuous 
imong  the  patriots  of  Virginia  in 
resisting  the  encroachments  of  the 
British  crown.     In  the  celebrated 
Congress  of  1775,  Benjamin  Har- 
rison   and   John    Hancock   were 
both  candidates  for  the  office  of 
speaker. 

Mr  Harrison  was  subsequently 
chosen  Governor  of  Virginia,  and 
was  twice  re-elected.  His  son, 
William  Henry,  of  course  enjoyed 
n  childhood  all  the  advantages  which  wealth  and 
ntellectual  and  cultivated  society  could  give.  Hav- 
ng  received  a  thorough  common-school  education,  he 
entered  Hampden  Sidney  College,  where  he  graduated 
with  honor  soon  after  the  death  of  his  father.  He 
;iien  repaired  to  Philadelphia  to  study  medicine  under 
the  instructions  of  Dr.  Rush  and  the  guardianship  of 
Robert  Morris,  both  of  whom  were,  with  his  father, 
signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 

Upon  the  outbreak  of  the  Indian  troubles,  and  not- 
withstanding the  remonstrances  of  his  friends,  he 
abandoned  his  medical  studies  and  entered  the  army, 
having  obtained  a  commission  of  Ensign  from  Presi- 


dent Washington.  He  was  then  but  19  years  old. 
From  that  time  he  passed  gradually  upward  in  rank 
until  he  became  aid  to  General  Wayne,  after  whose 
death  he  resigned  his  commission.  He  was  then  ap- 
pointed Secretary  of  the  North-western  Territory.  This 
Territory  was  then  entitled  to  but  one  member  in 
Congress  and  Capt.  Harrison  was  chosen  to  fill  that 
lX)sition. 

In  the  spring  of  iSoo  the  North-western  Territory 
was  divided  by  Congress  into  two  portions.  The 
eastern  portion,  comprising  the  region  now  embraced 
in  the  State  of  Ohio,  was  called  "  The  Territory 
north-west  of  the  Ohio."  The  western  portion,  which 
included  what  is  now  called  Indiana,  Illinois  and 
Wisconsin,  was  called  the  "Indiana  Territory."  Wil- 
liam Henry  Harrison,  then  27  years  of  age,  was  ajv 
pointed  by  John  Adams,  Governor  of  the  Indiana 
Territory,  and  immediately  after,  also  Governor  of 
Upper  Louisiana.  He  was  thus  ruler  over  almost  as 
extensive  a  realm  as  any  sovereign  ujwn  the  globe.  He 
was  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs,  and  was  in- 
vested with  powers  nearly  dictatorial  over  the  now 
rapidly  increasing  white  population.  The  ability  and 
fidelity  with  which  he  discharged  these  responsible 
duties  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact  that  he  was  four 
times  appointed  to  this  office — first  by  John  Adams, 
twice  by  Thomas  Jefferson  and  afterwards  by  Presi- 
dent Madison. 

When  he  began  his  adminstration  there  were  but 
three  white  settlements  in  that  almost  boundless  region, 
now  crowded  with  cities  and  resounding  with  all  the 
tumult  of  wealth  and  traffic.  One  of  these  settlements 
was  on  the  Ohio,  nearly  opposite  Ix)uisville ;  one  at 
Vincennes,  on  the  Wabash,  and  the  thiid  a  French 
settlement. 

The  vast  wilderness  over  which  Gov.  Harrison 
reigned  was  filled  with  many  tribes  of  Indians.  Abou' 
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the  year  1806,  two  extraordinary  men,  twin  brothers, 
of  the  Shawnese  tribe,  rose  among  them.  One  of 
these  was  called  Tecumseh,  or  "  The  Crouching 
Panther;"  the  other,  OUiwacheca,  or  "The  Prophet." 
Tecumseh  was  not  only  an  Indian  warrior,  but  a  man 
of  great  sagacity,  far-reaching  foresight  and  indomit- 
able perseverance  in  any  enterprise  m  which  he  might 
engage.  He  was  inspired  with  the  highest  enthusiasm, 
and  had  long  regarded  with  dread  and  with  hatred 
the  encroachment  of  the  whites  upon  the  hunting- 
grounds  of  his  fathers.  His  brother,  the  Prophet,  was 
an  orator,  who  could  sway  the  feelings  of  the  untutored 
Indian  as  the  gale  tossed  the  tree-tops  beneath  which 
they  dwelt. 

But  the  Prophet  was  not  merely  an  orator:  he  was, 
in  the  superstitious  minds  of  the  Indians,  invested 
with  the  superhuman  dignity  of  a  medicine-man  or  a 
magician.  With  an  enthusiasm  unsurpassed  by  Peter 
the  Hermit  rousing  Europe  to  the  crusades,  he  went 
from  tribe  to  tribe,  assuming  that  he  was  specially  sent 
by  the  Great  Spirit. 

Gov.  Harrison  made  many  attempts  to  conciliate 
the  Indians,  but  at  last  the  war  came,  and  at  Tippe- 
canoe the  Indians  were  routed  with  great  slaughter. 
October  28,  18 12,  his  army  began  its  march.  When 
near  the  Prophet's  town  three  Indians  of  rank  made 
their  appearance  and  inquired  why  Gov.  Harrison  was 
approaching  them  in  so  hostile  an  attitude.  After  a 
short  conference,  arrangements  were  made  for  a  meet- 
ing the  next  day,  to  agree  upon  terms  of  peace. 

But  Gov.  Harrison  was  too  well  acquainted  with 
the  Indian  character  to  be  deceived  by  such  protes- 
tations. Selecting  a  favorable  spot  for  his  night's  en- 
campment, he  took  every  precaution  against  surprise. 
His  troops  were  posted  in  a  hollow  square,  and  slept 
upon  their  arms. 

The  troops  threw  themselves  upon  the  ground  for 
rest;  but  every  man  had  his  accourtrements  on,  his 
loaded  musket  by  his  side, and  his  bayonet  fixed.  The 
wakeful  Governor,  between  three  and  four  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  had  risen,  and  was  sitting  in  conversa- 
tion with  his  aids  by  the  embers  of  a  waning  fire.  It 
was  a  chill,  cloudy  morning  with  a  drizzling  rain.  In 
the  darkness,  the  Indians  had  crept  as  near  as  possi- 
ble, and  just  then,  with  a  savage  yell,  rushed,  with  all 
the  desperation  which  superstition  and  passion  most 
liighly  inflamed  could  give,  upon  the  left  flank  of  the 
little  army.  The  savages  had  been  amply  provided 
with  guns  and  ammunition  by  the  English.  Their 
war-whoop  was  accompained  by  a  shower  of  bullets. 

Ti\e  camp-fires  were  instantly  extinguished,  as  the 
light  aided  the  Indians  in  their  aim.  With  hide- 
jus  yells,  the  Indian  bands  rushed  on,  not  doubting  a 
speedy  and  an  entire  victory.  But  Gen.  Harrison's 
troops  stood  as  immovable  as  the  rocks  around  them 
until  day  dawned:  they  then  made  a  simultaneous 
charge  with  the  bayonet,  and  swept  every  thing  be- 
fore   them,    and    completely    routing    the    foe. 


Gov.  Harrison  now  had  all  his  energies  tasked 
to  the  utmost.  The  British  descending  from  the  Can- 
adas,  were  of  themselves  a  very  formidable  force  ;  but 
with  their  savage  allies,  rushing  like  wolves  from  the 
forest,  searching  out  every  remote  farm-house,  burn- 
ing, plundering,  scalping,  torturing,  the  wide  frontier 
was  plunged  into  a  state  of  consternation  which  even 
the  most  vivid  imagination  can  but  faintly  conceive. 
The  war-whoop  was  resounding  everywhere  in  the 
forest.  The  horizon  was  illuminated  with  the  conflagra- 
tion of  the  cabins  of  the  settlers.  Gen  Hull  had  made 
the  ignominious  surrender  of  his  forces  at  Detroit. 
Under  these  despairing  circumstances.  Gov.  Harrison 
was  appointed  by  President  Madison  commander-in- 
chief  of  the  North-western  army,  with  orders  to  retake 
Detroit,  and  to  protect  the  frontiers. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  place  a  man  in  a  situation 
demanding  more  energy,  sagacity  and  courage;  bui 
General  Harrison  was  found  equal  to  the  position, 
and  nobly  and  triumphantly  did  he  meet  all  the  re- 
sponsibilities. 

He  won  the  love  of  his  soldiers  by  always  sharing 
with  them  their  fatigue.  His  whole  baggage,  while 
pursuing  the  foe  up  the  Thames,  was  carried  in  a 
valise;  and  his  bedding  consisted  of  a  single  blanket 
lashed  over  his  saddle.  Thirty-five  British  officers, 
his  prisoners  of  war,  supped  with  him  after  the  battle. 
The  only  fare  he  could  give  them  was  beef  roasted 
before  the  fire,  without  bread  or  salt. 

In  18 16,  Gen.  Harrison  was  chosen  a  member  of 
the  National  House  of  Representatives,  to  represent 
the  District  of  Ohio.  In  Congress  he  proved  an 
active  member;  and  whenever  he  spoke,  it  was  with 
force  of  reason  and  power  of  eloquence,  which  arrested 
the  attention  of  all  the  members. 

In  i8ig,  Harrison  was  elected  to  the  Senate  of 
Ohio;  and  in  1824,  as  one  of  the  presidential  electors 
of  that  State,  he  gave  his  vote  for  Henry  Clay.  The 
same  year  he  was  chosen  to  the  United  States  Senate. 

In  1836,  the  friends  of  Gen.  Harrison  brought  him 
forward  as  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency  against 
Van  Buren,  but  he  was  defeated.  At  the  close  of 
Mr.  Van  Buren's  term,  he  was  re-nominated  by  his 
party,  and  Mr.  Harrison  was  unanimously  nominated 
by  the  Whigs,  with  John  Tyler  for  the  Vice  Presidency. 
The  contest  was  very  animated.  Gen,  Jackson  gave 
all  his  influence  to  prevent  Harrison's  election  ;  but 
his  triumph  was  signal. 

The  cabinet  which  be  formed,  with  Daniel  Webster 
at  its  head  as  Secretary  of  State,  was  one  of  the  most 
brilliant  with  which  any  President  had  ever  been 
surrounded.  Never  were  the  prospects  of  an  admin- 
istration more  flattering,  or  the  hopes  of  the  country 
more  sanguine.  In  the  midst  of  these  bright  and 
joyous  prospects.  Gen.  Harrison  was  seized  by  a 
pleurisy-fever  and  after  a  few  days  of  violent  sick- 
ness, died  on  the  4th  of  April ;  just  one  month  after 
his  inauguration  as  President  of  the  United  Stales. 
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OHN    TYLER,     the    tenth 
Presidentof  the  United  States. 
He  was  born  in  Charles-city 
Co.,  Va.,  March  29, 1790.  He 
was  the  favored  child   of  af- 
fluence and  high    social    po- 
sition.    At  the   early  age   of 
twelve,  John  entered  William 
and   Mary  College  and  grad- 
uated with  much  honor  when 
but  seventeen  years  old.  After 
graduating,  he  devoted  him- 
self with    great   assiduity  to   the 
study    of    law,    partly   with    his 
father   and   partly  with   Edmund 
Randolph,  one  of  the  most  distin- 
guished lawyers  of  Virginia. 

At  nineteen  years  of  age,  ne 
commenced  the  practice  of  law. 
His  success  was  rapid  and  aston- 
ishing. It  is  said  that  three 
months  had  not  elapsed  ere  there 
was  scarcely  a  case  on  the  dock- 
i  et  of  the  court  in  which   he  was 

not  retained.  When  but  twenty-one  years  of  age,  he 
was  al.nost  unanimously  elected  to  a  seat  in  the  State 
Ligislature.  He  connected  himself  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  warmly  advocated  the  measures  of 
Jefferson  and  Madison.  For  five  successive  years  he 
was  elected  to  the  Legislature,  receiving  nearly  the 
unanimous  vote  or  his  county. 

When  but  twenty-six  years  of  age,  he  was  elected 
a  member  of  Congress.  Here  he  acted  earnestly  and 
ably  with  the  Democratic  party,  opposing  a  national 
bank,  internal  improvements  by  the  General  Govern- 


ment, a  protective  tariff,  and  advocatmg  a  strict  con- 
struction of  the  Constitution,  and  the  most  careful 
vigilance  over  State  rights.  His  labors  in  Congress 
were  so  arduous  that  before  the  close  of  his  second 
term  he  found  it  necessary  to  resign  and  retire  to  his 
estate  in  Charles-city  Co.,  to  recruit  his  health.  He, 
however,  soon  after  consented  to  take  his  seat  in  the 
State  Legislature,  where  his  influence  was  powerful 
in  promoting  public  works  of  great  utility.  VVith  a 
reputation  thus  canstantly  increasing,  he  was  chosen 
by  a  very  large  majority  of  votes.  Governor  of  his 
native  State.  His  administration  was  signally  a  suc- 
cessful one.     His  popularity  secured  his  re-election. 

John  Randolph,  a  brilliant,  erratic,  half-crazed 
man,  then  represented  Virginia  in  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States.  A  portion  of  the  Democratic  party 
was  displeased  with  Mr.  Randolph's  wayward  course, 
and  brought  forward  John  Tyler  as  his  opponent, 
considering  him  the  only  man  in  Virginia  of  sufficient 
popularity  to  succeed  against  the  renowned  orator  of 
Roanoke.     Mr.  Tyler  was  the  victor. 

In  accordance  with  his  professions,  upon  taking  his 
seat  in  the  Senate,  he  joined  the  ranks  of  the  opposi- 
tion. He  opposed  the  tariff;  he  spoke  against  and 
voted  against  the  bank  as  unconstitutional ;  he  stren- 
uously opposed  all  restrictions  upon  slavery,  resist- 
ing all  projects  of  internal  improvements  by  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  and  avowed  his  sympathy  with  Mr. 
Calhoun's  view  of  nullification  ;  he  declared  that  Gen. 
Jackson,  by  his  opposition  to  the  nullifiers,  had 
abandoned  the  piinciples  of  the  Democratic  party. 
Such  was  Mr.  Tyler's  record  in  Congress, — a  record 
in  perfect  accordance  with  the  principles  which  he 
had  always  avowed. 

Returning  to  Virginia,  he  resumed  the  practice  of 
his  profession.     There  was  a  rplit  in  the    Democratic 
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party.  His  friends  still  regarded  him  as  a  true  Jef- 
fersonian,  gave  him  a  dinner,  and  showered  compli- 
ments upon  him.  He  had  now  attained  the  age  of 
forty-six.  His  career  had  been  very  brilliant.  In  con- 
seqLience  of  his  devotion  to  pubhc  business,  his  pri- 
vate affairs  had  fallen  into  some  disorder;  and  it  was 
not  without  satisfaction  that  he  resumed  the  practice 
of  law,  and  devoted  himself  to  the  culture  of  his  plan- 
tation. Soon  after  this  he  removed  to  Williamsburg, 
for  the  better  education  of  his  children  ;  and  he  again 
took  his  seat  in  the  Legislature  of  Virginia. 

By  the  Southern  Whigs,  he  was  sent  to  the  national 
convention  at  Harrisburg  to  nominate  a  President  in 
1839.  The  majority  of  votes  were  given  to  Gen.  Har- 
rison, a  genuine  Whig,  much  to  the  disappointment  of 
the  South,  who  wished  for  Henry  Clay.  To  concili- 
ate the  Southern  Whigs  and  to  secure  their  vote,  the 
convention  then  nominated  John  Tyler  for  Vice  Pres- 
ident. It  was  well  known  that  he  was  not  in  sympa- 
thy with  the  Whig  party  in  the  Noith :  but  the  Vice 
President  has  but  very  little  power  in  the  Govern- 
ment, his  main  and  almost  only  duty  being  to  pre- 
side over  the  meetings  of  the  Senate.  Thus  it  hap- 
pened that  a  Whig  President,  and,  in  reality,  a 
Democratic  Vice  President  were  chosen. 

In  1 84 1,  Mr.  Tyler  was  inaugurated  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  In  one  short  month  from 
that  time.  President  Harrison  died,  and  Mr.  Tyler 
thus  found  himself,  to  his  own  surprise  and  that  of 
the  whole  Nation,  an  occupant  of  the  Presidential 
chair.  This  was  a  new  test  of  the  stability  of  our 
institutions,  as  it  was  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  our 
country  that  such  an  event  had  occured.  Mr.  Tyler 
was  at  home  in  Williamsburg  when  he  received  the 
une-\pected  tidings  of  the  death  of  President  Harri- 
son. He  hastened  to  Washington,  and  on  the  6th  of 
April  was  inaugurated  to  the  high  and  responsible 
office.  He  was  placed  in  a  position  of  exceeding 
delicacy  and  difficulty.  All  his  longlife  he  had  been 
opposed  to  the  main  principles  of  the  party  which  had 
brought  him  into  power.  He  had  ever  been  a  con- 
sistent, honest  man,  with  an  unblemished  record. 
Gen.  Harrison  had  selected  a  Whig  cabinet.  Should 
he  retain  them,  and  thus  surround  himself  with  coun- 
sellors whose  views  were  antagonistic  to  his  own?  or, 
on  the  other  hand,  should  he  turn  against  the  party 
which  had  elected  him  and  select  a  cabinet  in  har- 
mony with  himself,  and  which  would  oppose  all  those 
views  which  the  Whigs  deemed  essential  to  the  pub- 
lic welfare?  This  was  his  fearful  dilemma.  He  in- 
vited the  cabinet  which  President  Harrison  had 
selected  to  retain  their  seats.  He  reccommended  a 
day  of  fasting  and  prayer,  that  God  would  guide  and 
bless  us. 

The  Whigs  carried  through  Congress  a  bill  for  the 
incorjwration  of  a  fiscal  bank  of  the  United  States. 
The  President,  after  ten  days'  delay,  returned  it  with 
his  veto.       He   >>uiii;ested,   however,  that  he  >vould 


approve  of  a  bill  drawn  up  upon  such  a  plan  as  he 
proposed.  Such  a  bill  was  accordingly  prepared,  and 
privately  submitted  to  him.  He  gave  it  his  approval. 
It  was  passed  without  alteration,  and  he  sent  it  back 
with  his  veto.  Here  commenced  the  open  rupture. 
It  is  said  that  Mr.  Tyler  was  provoked  to  this  meas- 
ure by  a  pubhshed  letter  from  the  Hon.  John  M. 
Botts,  a  distinguished  Virginia  Whig,  who  severely 
touched  the  pride  of  the  President. 

The  opposition  now  exultingly  received  the  Presi- 
dent into  their  arms.  The  party  which  elected  him 
denounced  him  bitterly.  All  the  members  of  his 
cabinet,  excepting  Mr.  Webster,  resigned.  The  Whigs 
of  Congress,  both  the  Senate  and  the  House,  held  a 
meeting  and  issued  an  address  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  proclaiming  that  all  political  alliance 
between  the  Whigs  and  President  Tyler  were  at 
an  end. 

Still  the  President  attempted  to  conciliate.  He 
appointed  a  new  cabinet  of  distinguished  Whigs  and 
Conservatives,  carefully  leaving  out  all  strong  party 
men.  Mr.  Webster  soon  found  it  necessary  to  resign, 
forced  out  by  the  pressure  of  his  Whig  friends.  Thus 
the  four  years  of  Mr.  Tyler's  unfortunate  administra- 
tion passed  sadly  away.  No  one  was  satisfied.  The 
land  was  filled  with  murmurs  and  vituperation.  Whigs 
and  Democrats  alike  assailed  him.  More  and  more, 
however,  he  brought  himself  into  sympathy  with  his 
old  friends,  the  Democrats,  until  at  the  close  of  his  term, 
he  gave  his  whole  influence  to  the  support  of  Mr. 
Polk,  the  Democratic  candidate  for  his  successor. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1845,  he  retired  from  the 
harassments  of  office,  to  the  regret  of  neither  party,  and 
probably  to  his  own  unspeakable  lelief.  His  first  wife. 
Miss  Letitia  Christian,  died  in  Washington,  in  1842; 
and  in  June,  1844,  President  Tyler  was  again  married, 
at  New  York,  to  Miss  Julia  Gardiner,'  a  young  lady  of 
many  personal  and  intellectual  accomplishments. 

The  remainder  of  his  days  Mr.  Tyler  passed  mainly 
in  retirement  at  his  beautiful  home, — Sherwood  For- 
est, Charles-city  Co.,  Va.  A  polished  gentleman  in 
his  manners,  richly  furnished  with  information  from 
books  and  experience  in  the  world,  and  possessing 
brilliant  jx)wers  of  conversation,  his  family  circle  was 
the  scene  of  unusual  attractions.  Witli  sufficient 
moans  for  the  exercise  of  a  generous  ho?]iitality,  he 
might  have  enjoyed  a  serene  old  age  with  the  few 
friends  who  gathered  around  him,  were  it  not  for  the 
storms  of  civil  war  which  his  own  principles  and 
policy  had  helped  to  introduce. 

When  the  great  Rebellion  rose,  which  the  State- 
rights  and  nullifying  doctrines  of  Mr.  John  C.  Cal- 
houn had  inaugurated,  President  Tyler  renounced  his 
allegiance  to  the  United  States,  and  joined  the  Confed- 
erates. He  was  chosen  a  member  of  their  Congress; 
and  while  engaged  in  active  measures  to  destroy,  b^' 
force  of  arms,  the  Government  over  which  he  had 
once  presided,   he   was  taken   sick   and  soon  died. 
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AMES  K.  POLK,  the  eleventh 

gaPresident  of  the  United  States, 

was  born  in  Mecklenburg  Co., 

N.  C.,Nov.  2,  1795.     His  par- 

^^^  ents  were   Samuel   and    Jane 

(Knox)  Polk,  the  former  a  son 

of  Col.  Thomas  Polk,  who  located 

at  the  above  place,  as  one  of  the 

first  pioneers,  in  1735. 

In  the  year  i3o6,  with  his  wife 
and  children,  and  soon  after  fol- 
lowed by  most  of  the  members  of 
the  Polk  farnly,  Samuel  Polk  emi- 
grated some  two  or  three  hundred 
miles  farther  west,  to  the  rich  valley 
of  the  Duck  River.  Here  in  the 
midst  of  the  wilderness,  in  a  region 
which  was  subsequently  called  Mau- 
ry Co.,  they  reared  their  log  huts, 
and  established  their  homes.  In  the 
hard  toil  of  a  new  farm  in  the  wil- 
derness, James  K.  Polk  spent  the 
early  years  of  his  childhood  and 
youth.  His  father,  adding  the  pur- 
suit of  a  surveyor  to  that  of  a  farmer, 
'  gradually  increased  in  wealth  until 

he  became  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the  region.  His 
mother  was  a  superior  woman,  of  strong  common 
sense  and  earnest  piety. 

Very  early  in  life,  James  developed  a  taste  for 
reading  and  expressed  the  strongest  desire  to  obtain 
a  liberal  education.  His  mother's  training  had  made 
Iiini  methodical  in  his  habits,  had  taught  him  punct- 
uality and  industry,  and  had  inspired  him  with  lofty 
principles  of  morality.  His  health  was  frail ;  and  his 
father,  fearing  that  he  might  not  be  able  to  endure  a 


sedentary  life,  got  a  situation  for  hiui  behind  the 
counter,  hoping  to  fit  him  for  commercial  pursuits. 

This  was  to  James  a  bitter  disap^x)intmeut.  He 
had  no  taste  for  these  duties,  and  his  daily  tasks 
were  irksome  in  the  extreme.  He  remained  in  this 
uncongenial  occupation  but  a  few  weeks,  when  at  liis 
earnest  solicitation  his  father  removed  him,  and  made 
arrangements  for  him  to  prosecute  his  studies.  Soon 
after  he  sent  him  to  Murfreesboro  Academy.  With 
ardor  which  could  scarcely  be  surpassed,  he  pressed 
forward  in  his  studies,  and  in  less  than  two  and  a  half 
years,  in  the  autumn  of  181 5,  entered  the  sophomore 
class  in  the  University  of  North  Carolina,  at  Chapel 
Hill.  Here  he  was  one  of  the  most  exemplary  of 
scholars,  punctual  in  every  exercise,  never  allowing 
himself  to  be  absent  from  a  recitation  or  a  religious 
service. 

He  graduated  in  1818,  with  the  highest  honors,  be- 
ing deemed  the  best  scholar  of  his  class,  both  in 
mathematics  and  the  classics.  He  was  then  twenty- 
three  years  of  age.  Mr.  Polk's  health  was  at  this 
time  much  impaired  by  the  assiduity  with  which  he 
had  prosecuted  his  studies.  After  a  short  season  of 
relaxation  he  went  to  Nashville,  and  entered  the 
office  of  Felix  Grundy,  to  study  law.  Here  Mr.  Polk 
renewed  his  acquaintance  with  Andrew  Jackson,  who 
resided  on  his  plantation,  the  Hermitage,  but  a  few 
miles  from  Nashville.  They  had  probably  been 
slightly  acquainted  before. 

Mr.  Polk's  father  was  a  Jeffersonian  Republican, 
and  James  K.  Polk  ever  adhered  to  the  same  politi- 
cal faith.  He  was  a  popular  public  speaker,  and  was 
constantly  called  upon  to  address  the  meetings  of  his 
party  friends.  His  skill  as  a  speaker  was  such  that 
he  was  popularly  called  the  Napoleon  of  the  stump. 
He  was  a  man  of  unblemished    morals,   genial  ard 
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:ourterus  in  his  bearing,  and  with  that  sympathetic 
nature  in  the  joys  and  griefs  of  others  which  ever  gave 
him  troops  of  friends.  In  1823,  Mr.  Polk  was  elected 
to  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee.  Here  he  gave  his 
strong  influence  towards  the  election  of  his  friend, 
Mr.  Jackson,  to  the  Presidency  of  the  United   States. 

In  January,  1824,  Mr.  Polk  married  Miss  Sarah 
Childress,  of  Rutherford  Co.,  Tenn.  His  bride  was 
altogether  worthy  of  him, — a  lady  of  beauty  and  cul- 
ture. In  the  fall  of  1825,  Mr.  Polk  was  chosen  a 
member  of  Congress.  The  satisfaction  which  he  gave 
to  his  constituents  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact,  that 
for  fourteen  successive  years,  until  1S39,  he  was  con- 
tinued in  that  office.  He  then  voluntarily  withdrew, 
only  that  he  might  accept  the  Gubernatorial  chair 
of  Tennessee.  In  Congress  he  was  a  laborious 
men^ber,  a  frequent  and  a  popular  speaker.  He  was 
always  in  his  seat,  always  courteous  ;  and  whenever 
he  spoke  it  was  always  to  the  point,  and  without  any 
ambitious  rhetorical  display. 

During  five  sessions  of  Congress,  Mr.  Polk  was 
Speaker  of  the  House  Strong  passions  were  roused, 
and  stormy  scenes  were  witnessed  ;  but  Mr.  Polk  per- 
formed his  arduous  duties  to  a  very  general  satisfac- 
tion, and  a  unanimous  vote  of  thanks  to  him  was 
passed  by  the  House  as  he  withdrew  on  the  4th  of 
March,  1839. 

In  accordance  with  Southern  usage,  Mr.  Polk,  as  a 
candidate  for  Governor,  canvassed  the  State.  He  was 
elected  by  a  large  majority,  and  on  the  14th  of  Octo- 
ber, 1839,  took  the  oath  of  office  at  Nashville.  In  1841, 
his  term  of  office  expired,  and  he  was  again  the  can- 
didate of  the  Democratic  party,  but  was  defeated. 

On  the  4th of  March,  iS45,Mr.  Polk  was  inaugur- 
ated President  of  the  United  States.  The  verdict  of 
the  country  in  favor  of  the  annexation  of  Texas,  exerted 
its  influence  upon  Congress  ;  and  the  last  act  of  the 
administration  of  President  Tyler  was  to  affix  his  sig- 
nature to  a  joint  resolution  of  Congress,  passed  on  the 
3d  of  March,  approving  of  the  annexation  of  Texas  to 
the  American  Union.  As  Mexico  still  claimed  Texas 
as  one  of  her  provinces,  the  Mexican  minister, 
Almonte,  immediately  demanded  his  passports  and 
left  the  country,  declaring  the  act  of  the  annexation 
to  be  an  act  hostile  to  Mexico. 

In  his  first  message.  President  Polk  urged  that 
Texas  should  immediately,  by  act  of  Congress,  be  re- 
ceived into  the  Union  on  the  same  footing  with  tlie 
other  States.  In  the  meantime.  Gen.  Taylor  was  sent 


with  an  army  into  Texas  to  hold  the  country.  He  was 
sent  first  to  Nueces,  which  the  Mexicans  said  was  the 
western  boundary  of  Texas.  Then  he  was  sent  nearly 
two  hundred  miles  further  west,  to  the  Rio  Grande, 
where  he  erected  batteries  which  commanded  the 
Mexican  city  of  Matamoras,  which  was  situated  on 
the  western  banks. 

The  anticipated  collision  soon  took  place,  and  war 
was  declared  against  Mexico  by  President  Polk.  The 
war  was  pushed  forward  by  Mr.  Polk's  administration 
with  great  vigor.  Gen.  Taylor,  whose  army  was  first 
called  one  of  "  observation,"  then  of  "occupation," 
then  of  "  invasion, "was  sent  forward  to  Monterey.  The 
feeble  Mexicans,  in  every  encounter,  were  hopelessly 
and  awfully  slaughtered.  The  day  of  judgement 
alone  can  reveal  the  misery  which  this  war  caused. 
It  v/as  by  the  ingenuity  of  Mr.  Polk's  administration 
that  the  war  was  brought  on. ' 

'To  the  victors  belong  the  spoils."  Mexico  was 
prostrate  before  us.  Her  capital  was  in  our  hands. 
We  now  consented  to  peace  upon  the  condition  that 
Mexico  should  surrender  to  us,  in  addition  to  Texas, 
all  of  New  Mexico,  and  all  of  Upper  and  Lower  Cal- 
ifornia. This  new  demand  embraced,  exclusive  of 
Texas,  eight  hundred  thousand  square  miles.  This 
was  an  extent  of  territory  equal  to  nine  States  of  the 
size  of  New  York.  Thus  slavery  was  securing  eighteen 
majestic  States  to  be  added  to  the  Union.  There  were 
some  Americans  who  thought  it  all  right :  there  were 
others  who  thought  it  all  wrong.  In  the  prosecution 
of  this  war,  we  expended  twenty  thousand  lives  and 
more  than  a  hundred  million  of  dollars.  Of  this 
money  fifteen  millions  were  paid  to  Mexico. 

On  the  3d  of  March,  1849,  Mr.  Polk  retired  from 
office,  having  served  one  term.  The  next  day  was 
Sunday.  On  the  5th,  Gen.  Taylor  was  inaugurated 
as  his  successor.  Mr.  Polk  rode  to  the  Capitol  in  the 
same  carriage  with  Gen.  Taylor;  and  the  same  even- 
ing, with  Mrs.  Polk,  he  commenced  his  return  to 
Tennessee.  He  was  then  but  fifty-four  years  of  age. 
He  had  ever  been  strictly  temperate  in  all  his  habits, 
and  his  health  was  good  With  an  ample  fortune, 
a  choice  library,  a  cultivated  mind,  and  domestic  ties 
of  the  dearest  nature,  it  seemed  as  though  long  years 
of  tranquility  and  happiness  were  before  him.  But  the 
cholera — that  fearful  scourge — was  then  sweeping  up 
tlie  Valley  of  the  Mississippi.  This  he  contracted, 
and  died  on  the  i5tli  of  June,  1849,  in  the  fifty-fourth 
year  of  his  age,  greatly  mourned  by  his  countrymen. 
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ACHARY  TAYLOR,  twelfth 
President  of  the  United  States, 
"^was  born  on  the  24th  of  Nov., 
1784,  in  Orange  Co.,  Va.  His 
father.  Colonel  Taylor,  was 
a  Virginian  of  note,  and  a  dis- 
tinguished patriot  and  soldier  of 
the  Revolution.  When  Zachary 
was  an  infant,  his  father  with  his 
wife  and  two  children,  emigrated 
to  Kentucky,  where  he  settled  in 
the  pathless  wilderness,  a  few 
miles  from  Louisville.  In  this  front- 
ier home,  away  from  civilization  and 
ill  its  refinements,  young  Zachary 
could  enjoy  but  few  social  and  educational  advan- 
tages. When  six  years  of  age  he  attended  a  common 
school,  and  was  then  regarded  as  a  bright,  active  boy, 
rather  remarkable  for  bluntness  and  decision  of  char- 
acter He  was  strong,  fearless  and  self-reliant,  and 
manifested  a  strong  desire  to  enter  the  army  to  fight 
the  Lidians  who  were  ravaging  the  frontiers.  There 
is  little  to  be  recorded  of  the  uneventful  years  of  his 
childhood  on  his  father's  large  but  lonely  plantation. 
In  1808,  his  father  succeeded  in  obtaining  for  him 
the  commission  of  lieutenant  in  the  United  States 
army  ;  and  he  joined  the  troops  which  were  stationed 
at  New  Orleans  under  Gen.  Wilkinson.  Soon  after 
this  he  married  Miss  Margaret  Smith,  a  young  lady 
from  one  of  the  first  families  of  Maryland. 

Immediately  after  the  declaration  of  war  with  Eng- 
land, in  18 12,  Capt.  Taylor  (for  he  had  then  been 
promoted  to  that  rank)  was  put  in  command  of  Fort 
Harrison,  on  the  Wabash,  about  fifty  miles  above 
Vincennes.  This  fort  had  been  built  in  the  wilder- 
ness by  Gen.  Harrison,on  his  march  to  Tippecanoe. 
It  was  one  of  the  first  points  of  attack  by  the  Indians, 
"led  by  Tecumseh.     Its  garrison  consisted  of  a  broken 


company  of  infantry  numbering    fifty  men,    many  of 
whom  were  sick. 

Early  in  the  autumn  of  1812,  the  Indians,  steallliily, 
and  in  large  numbers,  moved  upon  the  fort.  Their 
approach  was  first  indicated  by  the  murder  of  two 
soldiers  just  outside  of  the  stockade.  Capt.  Taylor 
made  every  possible  preparation  to  meet  the  antici- 
pated assault.  On  the  4th  of  September,  a  band  of 
forty  painted  and  plumed  savages  came  to  the  fort, 
waving  a  white  flag,  and  informed  Capt.  Taylor  that 
in  the  morning  their  chief  would  come  to  have  a  talk 
with  him.  It  was  evident  that  their  object  was  merely 
to  ascertain  the  state  of  things  at  the  fort,  and  Capt. 
Taylor,  well  versed  in  the  wiles  of  the  savages,  kept 
them  at  a  distance. 

The  sun  went  down ;  the  savages  disappeared,  the 
garrison  slept  upon  their  arms.  One  hour  before 
midnight  the  war  whoop  burst  from  a  thousand  lips 
in  the  forest  around,  followed  by  the  discharge  of 
musketry,  and  the  rush  of  the  foe.  Every  man,  sick 
and  well,  sprang  to  his  post.  Every  man  knew  that 
defeat  was  not  merely  death,  but  in  the  case  of  cap- 
ture, death  by  the  most  agonizing  and  prolonged  tor- 
ture. No  pen  can  describe,  no  immagination  can 
conceive  the  scenes  which  ensued.  The  savages  suc- 
ceeded in  setting  fire  to  one  of  the  block-houses- 
Until  six  o'clock  in  the  morning,  this  awful  conflict 
continued.  The  savages  then,  baffled  at  every  point, 
and  gnashing  their  teeth  with  rage,  retired.  Capt. 
Taylor,  for  this  gallant  defence,  was  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  major  by  brevet. 

Until  the  close  of  the  war,  Major  Taylor  was  placed 
in  such  situations  that  he  saw  butlitdc  more  of  active 
service.  He  was  sent  far  away  into  the  depths  of  the 
wilderness,  to  Fort  Crawford,  on  Fox  River,  which 
empties  into  Green  Bay.  Here  there  was  but  little 
to  be  done  but  to  wear  away  the  tedious  hours  as  one 
best  could.     There  were  no  books,  no  society,  no  in- 
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tellectual  stimulus.  Thus  with  him  the  uneventful 
years  rolled  on  Gradually  he  rose  to  the  rank  of 
colonel.  In  the  Black-Hawk  war,  which  resulted  in 
the  capture  of  that  renowned  chieftain,  Col  Taylor 
took  a  subordinate  but  a  brave  and  efficient  part. 

For  twenty-four  years  Col.  Taylor  was  engaged  in 
the  defence  of  the  frontiers,  in  scenes  so  remote,  and  in 
employments  so  obscure,  that  his  name  was  unknown 
beyond  the  limits  of  his  own  immediate  acquaintance. 
In  the  year  1836,  he  was  sent  to  Florida  to  compel 
the  Seminole  Indians  to  vacate  that  region  and  re- 
tire beyond  the  Mississippi,  as  their  chiefs  by  treaty, 
hac^  promised  they  should  do.  The  services  rendered 
heic  secured  for  Col.  Taylor  the  high  appreciation  of 
the  Government;  and  as  a  reward,  he  was  elevated 
to  .he  rank  of  brigadier-general  by  brevet ;  and  soon 
after,  in  May,  1838,  was  appointed  to  the  chief  com- 
mand of  the  United  States  troops  in  Florida. 

After  two  years  of  such  wearisome  employment 
amidst  the  everglades  of  the  peninsula.  Gen.  Taylor 
obtained,  at  his  own  request,  a  change  of  command, 
r.nd  was  stationed  over  the  Department  of  the  South- 
west. This  field  embraced  Louisiana,  Mississippi, 
Alabama  and  Georgia.  Establishing  his  headquarters 
at  Fort  Jessup,  in  Louisiana,  he  removed  his  family 
to  a  plantation  which  he  purchased,  near  Baton  Rogue. 
Here  he  remained  for  five  years,  buried,  as  it  were, 
from  the  worid,  but  faithfully  discharging  every  duty 
imposed  upon  him. 

In  1 846,  .Gen.  Taylor  was  sent  to  guard  the  land 
between  the  Nueces  and  Rio  Grande,  the  latter  river 
being  the  boundary  of  Texas,  which  was  then  claimed 
by  the  United  States.  Soon  the  war  with  Mexico 
was  brought  on,  and  at  Palo  Alto  and  Resaca  de  la 
Palma,  Gen.  Taylor  won  brilliant  victories  over  the 
Mexicans.  The  rank  of  major-general  by  brevet 
was  then  conferred  upon  Gen.  Taylor,  and  his  name 
was  received  with  enthusiasm  almost  everywhere  in 
the  Nation.  Then  came  the  battles  of  Monterey  and 
Buena  Vista  in  which  he  won  signal  victories  over 
forces  much  larger  than  he  commanded. 

His  careless  habits  of  dress  and  his  unaffected 
simplicity,  secured  for  Gen.  Taylor  among  his  troops, 
iht  sobriquet  of  "Old  Rough  and  Ready.' 

The  tidings  of  the  brilliant  victory  of  Buena  Vista 
.spread  the  wildest  enthusiasm  over  the  country.  The 
name  of  Gen.  Taylor  was  on  every  one's  lips.  The 
Whig  party  decided  to  take  advantage  of  this  wonder- 
ful popularity  in  bringing  forward  the  unpolished,  un- 
lettered, honest  soldier  as  their  candidate  for  the 
Presidency.  Gen.  Taylor  was  astonished  at  the  an- 
nouncement, and  for  a  time  would  not  listen  to  it;  de- 
claring that  he  was  not  at  all  qualified  for  such  an 
office.  So  little  interest  had  he  taken  in  politics  that, 
.•■or  forty  years,  he  had  not  cast  a  vote.  It  was  not 
without  chagrin  that  several  distinguished  statesmen 
who  had  been  long  years  in  the  public  service  found 
tl.iir  claims  set  aside  in  behalf  of  one  whose   name 


had  never  been  heard  of,  save  in  connection  with  Palo 
Alto,  Resaca  de  la  Palma,  Monterey  and  Buena 
Vista.  It  Is  said  that  Daniel  Webster,  in  his  haste  re- 
marked, "  It  is  a  nomination  not  fit  to  be  made." 

Gen.  Taylor  was  not  an  eloquent  speaker  nor  a  fine 
writer  His  friends  took  possession  of  him,  and  pre- 
pared such  few  communications  as  it  was  needful 
should  be  presented  to  the  public.  The  popularity  of 
the  successful  warrior  swept  the  land.  He  was  tri- 
umphantly elected  over  two  opposing  candidates, — 
Gen.  Cass  and  E.\-President  Martin  Van  Buren. 
Though  he  selected  an  excellent  cabinet,  the  good 
old  man  found  himself  in  a  very  uncongenial  position, 
and  was,  at  times,  sorely  perplexed  and  harassed. 
His  mental  sufi"erings  were  very  severe,  and  probably 
tended  to  hasten  his  death.  The  pro-slavery  party 
was  pushing  its  claims  with  tireless  energy ,  expedi- 
tions were  fitting  out  to  capture  Cuba  ;  California  w.ns 
pleading  for  admission  to  the  Union,  while  slavery 
stood  at  the  door  to  bar  her  out.  Gen.  Taylor  found 
the  political  conflicts  in  Washington  to  be  far  more 
trying  to  the  nerves  than  battles  with  Mexicans  or 
Indians. 

In  the  midst  of  all  these  troubles,  Gen.  Taylor, 
after  he  had  occupied  the  Presidential  chair  but  little 
over  a  year,  took  cold,  and  after  a  brief  sickness  of 
but  little  over  five  days,  died  on  the  9th  of  July,  1850. 
His  last  woids  were,  "  I  am  not  afraid  to  die.  I  am 
ready.  I  have  endeavored  to  do  my  duty."  He  died 
universally  respected  and  beloved.  An  honest,  un- 
pretending man,  he  had  been  steadily  growing  in  the 
affections  of  the  people ;  and  the  Nation  bitterly  la- 
mented his  death. 

Gen.  Scott,  who  was  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
Gen.  Taylor,  gave  the  following  graphic  and  truthful 
description  of  his  character: — "  With  a  good  store  of 
common  sense,  Gen.  Taylor's  mind  had  not  been  en- 
larged and  refreshed  by  reading,  or  much  converse 
with  the  world.  Rigidity  of  ideas  was  the  conse- 
quence. The  frontiers  and  small  military  posts  had 
been  his  home.  Hence  he  was  quite  ignorant  for  his 
rank,  and  quite  bigoted  in  his  ignorance.  His  sim- 
plicity was  child-like,  and  with  innumerable  preju- 
dices, amusing  and  incorrigible,  well  suited  to  the 
tender  age.  Thus,  if  a  man,  however  respectable, 
chanced  to  wear  a  coat  of  an  unusual  color,  or  his  hat 
a  little  on  one  side  of  his  head;  or  an  officer  to  leave 
a  corner  of  his  handkerchief  dangling  from  an  out- 
side pocket, — in  any  such  case,  this  critic  held  the 
offender  to  be  a  coxcomb  (perhaps  something  worse), 
whom  he  would  not,  to  use  his  oft  repeated  phrase, 
'  touch  with  a  pair  of  tongs.' 

"Any  allusion  to  literature  beyond  good  old  Dil- 
worth's  spelling-book,  on  the  part  of  one  wearing  a 
sword,  was  evidence,  with  the  same  judge,  of  utter 
unfitness  for  heavy  marchings  and  combats.  In  short, 
few  men  have  ever  had  a  more  comfortable,  labor- 
saving  contempt   for  learning  of  every  kind." 
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ILLARD  FILLMORE,  thir- 
??"■■-"  Si  ^/Ife^'*^^"''^  President  of  the  United 
A'C  Wf^^lW'w"  States,    was  born   at  Summer 
Hill,  Cayuga  Co.,   N.  Y  .,  on 
the  yth  of  January,  1800.   His 
father  was  a  farmer,  and  ow- 
ing to  misfortune,  in  humble  cir- 
cumstances.    Of  his  mother,   the 
daughter  of  Dr.  Abiathar  Millard, 
of  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  it   has  been 
said  that  she  jMssessed  an  intellect 
of  very  high  order,  united  with  much 
personal  loveliness,  sweetness  of  dis- 
position, graceful  manners  and  ex- 
quisite sensibilities.      She   died   in 
1831 ;  having  lived  to  see  her  son  a 
'        young  man   of  distinguished    prom- 
ise, though  she  was  not  permitted  to  witness  the  high 
dignity  which  he  finally  attained. 

In  consequence  of  tjie  secluded  home  and  limited 
means  of  his  father,  Millard  enjoyed  but  slender  ad- 
vantages for  education  in  his  early  years.  The  com- 
mon schools,  which  he  occasionally  attended  were 
very  imperfect  institutions;  and  books  were  scarce 
f.nd  expensive.  There  was  nothing  then  in  his  char- 
acter to  indicate  the  brilliant  career  upon  which  he 
was  about  to  enter.  He  was  a  plain  farmer's  boy; 
intelligent,  good-looking,  kind-hearted.  The  sacred 
influences  of  home  had  taught  him  to  revere  the  Bible, 
and  had  laid  the  foundations  of  an  upright  character. 
When  fourteen  years  of  age,  his  father  sent  him 
some  hundred  miles  from  home,  to  the  then  wilds  of 
Livingston  County,  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  clothier. 
Near  the  mill  there  was  a  small  villiage,  where  some 


enterprising  man  had  commenced  the  collection  of  a 
village  library.  This  proved  an  inestimable  blessing 
to  young  Fillmore.  His  evenings  were  spent  in  read- 
ing. Soon  every  leisure  moment  was  occupied  with 
books.  His  thirst  for  knowledge  became  insatiate, 
and  the  selections  which  he  made  were  continually 
more  elevating  and  instructive.  He  read  history, 
biography,  oratory,  and  thus  gradually  there  was  en- 
kindled in  his  heart  a  desire  to  be  something  more 
than  a  mere  worker  with  his  hands;  and  he  was  be- 
coming, almost  unknown  to  himself,  a  well-informed, 
educated  man. 

The  young  clothier  had  now  attained  the  age  of 
nineteen  years,  and  was  of  fine  personal  appearance 
and  of  gentlemanly  demeanor.  It  so  happened  that 
there  was  a  gentleman  in  the  neighborhood  of  ample 
pecuniary  means  and  of  benevolence, — Judge  Walter 
Wood, — who  was  struck  with  the  prepossessing  ap- 
pearance of  young  Fillmore.  He  made  his  acquaint- 
ance, and  was  so  much  impressed  with  his  ability  and 
attainments  that  he  advised  him  to  abandon  his 
trade  and  devote  himself  to  the  study  of  the  law.  The 
young  man  replied,  that  he  had  no  means  of  his  own, 
I'O  friends  to  help  him  and  that  his  previous  educa- 
tion had  been  very  imperfect.  But  Judge  Wood  had 
so  much  confidence  in  him  that  he  kindly  offered  to 
take  him  into  his  own  office,  and  to  loan  him  such 
money  as  he  needed.  Most  gratefully  the  generous 
offer  was  accepted. 

There  is  in  many  minds  a  strange  delusion  about 
a  collegiate  education.  A  young  man  is  supposed  to 
be  liberally  educated  if  he  has  graduated  at  some  col- 
lege. But  many  a  boy  loiters  through  university  hal'; 
Hnd  then  enters  a  law  office,  who  is  by  no  means  as 
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well  prepared  to  prosecute  his  legal  studies  as  was 
Millard  Fillmore  when  he  graduated  at  the  clothing- 
mill  at  the  end  of  four  years  of  manual  labor,  during 
which  every  leisure  moment  had  been  devoted  to  in- 
tense mental  culture. 

In  1823,  when  twenty-three  years  of  age,  he  v/as 
admitted  to  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas.  He  then 
went  to  the  village  of  Aurora,  and  commenced  the 
practice  of  law.  In  this  secluded,  peaceful  region, 
his  practice  of  course  was  limited,  and  there  was  no 
opportunity  for  a  sudden  rise  in  fortune  or  in  fame. 
Here,  in  the  year  1826,  he  married  a  lady  of  great 
moral  worth,  and  one  capable  of  adorning  any  station 
she  might  be  called  to  fill, — Miss  Abigail  Powers. 

His  elevation  of  character,  his  untiring  industry, 
his  legal  acquirements,  and  his  skill  as  an  advocate, 
gradually  attracted  attention ;  and  he  was  invited  to 
enter  into  partnership  under  highly  advantageous 
circumstances,  with  an  elder  member  of  the  bar  in 
Buffalo.  Just  before  removing  to  Buffalo,  in  1829, 
he  took  his  seat  in  the  House  of  Assembly,  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  as  a  representative  from  Erie 
County.  Though  he  had  never  taken  a  very  active 
part  in  politics,  his  vote  and  his  sympathies  were  with 
the  Whig  party.  The  State  was  then  Democratic, 
and  he  found  himself  in  a  helpless  minority  in  the 
Legislature  ,  still  the  testimony  comes  from  all  parties, 
Ihat  his  courtesy,  ability  and  integrity,  won,  to  a  very 
unusual  degn  e  the  respect  of  his  associates. 

In  the  autu-.mn  of  1832,  he  was  elected  to  a  seat  in 
the  United  States  Congress  He  entered  that  troubled 
arena  in  some  of  the  most  tumultuous  hours  of  our 
national  history.  The  great  conflict  respecting  the 
national  bank  and  the  removal  of  the  deposits,  was 
then  raging. 

His  term  of  two  years  closed  ;  and  he  returned  to 
his  profession,  which  he  pursued  with  increasing  rep- 
utation and  success.  After  a  lapse  of  two  years 
he  again  became  a  candidate  for  Congress ;  was  re- 
elected, and  took  his  seat  in  1837.  His  past  expe- 
rience as  a  representative  gave  hmi  stsength  and 
confidence.  The  first  term  of  service  in  Congress  to 
any  man  can  be  but  little  more  than  an  introduction. 
He  was  now  prepared  for  active  duty.  All  his  ener- 
gies were  brought  to  bear  upon  the  public  good.  Every 
measure  received  his  impress. 

Mr.  Fillmore  was  now  a  man  of  wide  repute,  and 
his  popularity  filled  the  State,  and  in  the  year  1847, 
he  was  elected  Comptroller  of   the  State- 


Mr.  Fillmore  had  attained  the  age  of  forty-seven 
years.  His  labors  at  the  bar,  in  the  Legislature,  in 
Congress  and  as  Comptroller,  had  given  him  very  con- 
siderable fame.  The  Whigs  were  casting  about  to 
find  suitable  candidates  for  President  and  Vice-Presi- 
dent at  the  approaching  election.  Far  away,  on  the 
waters  of  the  Rio  Grande,  there  was  a  rough  old 
soldier,  who  had  fought  one  or  two  successful  battles 
with  the  Mexicans,  which  had  caused  his  name  to  be 
proclaimed  in  tiumpet-tones  all  over  the  land.  But 
it  was  necessary  to  associate  with  him  on  the  same 
ticket  some  man  of  reputation  as  a  statesman. 

Under  the  influence  of  these  considerations,'  tlie 
naniesofZachary  Taylor  and  Millard  Fillmore  became 
the  rallying-cry  of  the  Whigs,  as  their  candidates  for 
President  and  Vice-Peesident.  The  Whig  ticket  was 
signally  triumphant.  On  the  4th  of  March,  1849, 
Gen.  Taylor  was  inaugurated  President,  and  Millard 
Fillmore  Vice-President,  of  the  United  States. 

On  the  9th  of  July,  1850,  President  Taylor,  but 
about  one  year  and  four  months  after  his  inaugura- 
tion, was  suddenly  taken  sick  and  died.  By  the  Con- 
stitution, Vice-President  Fillmore  thus  became  Presi- 
dent. He  appointed  a  very  able  cabinet,  of  which 
the  illustrious  Daniel  Webster  was  Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  Fillmore  had  very  serious  difficulties  to  contend 
with,  since  the  opposition  had  a  majority  in  both 
Houses.  He  did  everything  in  his  power  to  conciliate 
the  South ;  but  the  pro-slavery  party  in  the  South  felt 
the  inadequacy  of  all  measuresof  transient  conciliation. 
The  population  of  the  free  States  was  so  rapidly  in- 
creasing over  that  of  the  slave  States  that  it  was  in- 
evitable that  the  power  of  the  Government  should 
soon  pass  into  the  hands  of  the  free  States.  The 
famous  compromise  measures  were  adopted  under  Mr. 
Fillmore's  adminstration,  and  the  Japan  Expedition 
was  sent  out.  On  the  4th  of  March,  1853,  Mr.  Fill- 
more, having  served  one  term,  retired. 

In  1856,  Mr.  Fillmore  was  nominated  for  the  Pres- 
idency by  the  "  Know  Nothing  "  party,  but  was  beaten 
by  Mr.  Buchanan.  After  that  Mr.  Fillmore  lived  in 
retirement.  During  the  terrible  conflict  of  civil  war, 
he  was  mostly  silent.  It  was  generally  supposed  that 
his  sympathies  were  rather  with  those  who  were  en- 
deavoring to  overthrow  our  institutions.  President 
Filhnore  kept  aloof  from  the  conflict,  without  any 
cordial  words  of  cheer  to  the  one  party  or  the  other. 
He  was  thus  forgotten  by  both.  He  lived  to  a  ripe 
old  age,  and  died  in  Buffalo.  N.  Y.,  March  8,    1874. 
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RANKLIN     PIERCE,   the 
fourteenth    President  of  the 
'United  States,  was  born  in 
Hillsborough,   N.    H.,    Nov. 
23,  1804.     His  father  was  a 
Revolutionary   soldier,   who, 
with   his   ovvn    strong    arm, 
hewed   out  a    home   in    the 
wilderness.     He  was  a  man 
of    inflexible    integrity;     of 
strong,  though   uncultivated 
mind,  and  an  uncompromis- 
ing Democrat.      The   mother  of 
Franklin  Pierce  was  all  that  a  son 
could  desire, — an  intelligent,  pru- 
dent, affectionate.  Christian  wom- 
an.    Franklin  was  the  sixth  of  eight  children. 

Franklin  was  a  very  bright  and  handsome  boy,  gen- 
erous, warm-hearted  and  brave.  He  won  alike  the 
love  of  old  and  young.  The  boys  on  the  play  ground 
loved  him.  His  teachers  loved  him.  The  neighbors 
looked  upon  him  with  pride  and  affection.  He  was 
by  instinct  a  gentleman;  always  speaking  kind  words, 
doing  kind  deeds,  with  a  peculiar  unstudied  tact 
which  taught  him  what  was  agreeable.  Without  de- 
veloping any  precocity  of  genius,  or  any  unnatural 
devotion  to  books,  he  was  a  good  scholar;  in  body, 
in  mind,  in  affections,  a  finely-developed  boy. 

When  sixteen  years  of  age,  in  the  year  1820,  he 
entered  Bowdoin  College,  at  Brunswick,  Me  He  was 
one  of  the  most  ]»pular  young  men  in  the  college. 
The  iiurity  cf  his  moral  character,  the  unvarying 
courtesy  of  his  demeanor,  his  rank  as  a  scholar,  and 
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genial  nature,  rendered  him  a  universal  favorite. 
There  was  something  very  peculiarly  winning  in  his 
address,  and  it  was  evidently  not  in  the  slightest  de- 
gree studied :  it  was  the  simple  outgushing  of  his 
own  magnanimous  and  loving  nature. 

Upon  graduating,  in  the  year  1824,  Franklin  Pierce 
commenced  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Judge 
Woodbury,  one  of  the  most  distinguished  lawyers  of 
the  State,  and  a  man  of  great  private  worth.  The 
eminent  social  quahties  of  the  young  lawyer,  his 
father's  prominence  as  a  public  man,  and  the  brilliant 
political  career  into  which  Judge  Woodbury  was  en- 
tering, all  tended  to  entice  Mr.  Pierce  into  the  faci- 
nating  yet  perilous  path  of  political  life.  With  all 
the  ardor  of  his  nature  he  espoused  the  cause  of  Gen. 
Jackson  for  the  Presidency.  He  commenced  the 
practice  of  law  in  Hillsborough,  and  was  soon  elected 
to  represent  the  town  in  the  State  Legislature.  Here 
he  served  for  four  years.  The  last  two  years  he  was 
chosen  speaker  of  the  house  by  a  very  large  vote. 

In  1833,  at  the  age  of  twenty-nine,  he  was  elected 
a  member  of  Congress.  Without  taking  an  active 
part  in  debates,  he  was  faithful  and  laborious  in  duty, 
and  ever  rising  in  the  estimation  of  those  with  whom 
he  was  associatad. 

In  1837,  being  then  but  thirty-three  years  of  age, 
he  was  elected  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States; 
taking  his  seat  just  as  Mr.  Van  Buren  commenced 
his  administration.  He  was  the  youngest  member  in 
the  Senate.  In  the  year  1834,  he  married  Miss  Jane 
Means  Appleton,  a  lady  of  rare  beauty  and  accom- 
plishments, and  one  admirably  fitted  to  adorn  every 
station  with  wiiich  her  husband  was  honoied.    Of  the 
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three  sons  who  were  born  to  them,  all  now  sleep  with 
their  parents  in  the  grave. 

In  the  year  1838,  Mr.  Pierce,  with  growing  fame 
and  increasing  business  as  a  lawyer,  took  up  his 
residence  in  Concord,  the  capital  of  New  Hampshire. 
President  Polk,  upon  his  accession  to  office,  appointed 
Mr.  Pierce  attorney-general  of  the  United  States;  but 
the  offer  was  declined,  in  consequence  of  numerous 
professional  engagements  at  home,  and  the  precariuos 
state  of  Mrs.  Pierce's  health.  He  also,  about  the 
same  time  declined  the  nomination  for  governor  by  the 
Democratic  party.  The  war  with  Mexico  called  Mr. 
Pierce  in  the  army.  Receiving  the  appointment  of 
brigadier-general,  he  embarked,  with  a  portion  of  his 
troops,  at  Newport,  R.  I.,  on  the  27  th  of  May,  1847. 
He  took  an  important  part  in  this  war,  proving  him- 
self a  brave  and  true  soldier. 

When  Gen.  Pierce  reached  his  home  in  liis  native 
State,  he  was  received  enthusiastically  by  the  advo- 
cates of  the  Mexican  war,  and  coldly  by  his  oppo- 
nents. He  resumed  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
very  frequently  taking  an  active  part  in  political  ques- 
tions, giving  his  cordial  support  to  the  pro-slavery 
wing  of  the  Democratic  party.  The  compromise 
measures  met  cordially  with  his  approval ;  and  he 
strenuously  advocated  the  enforcement  of  the  infa- 
mous fugitive-slave  law,  which  so  shocked  the  religious 
sensibilities  of  the  North.  He  thus  became  distin- 
guished as  a  "Northern  man  with  Southern  principles.'' 
The  strong  partisans  of  slavery  in  the  South  conse- 
quently regarded  him  as  a  man  whom  they  could 
safely  trust  in  office  to  carry  out  their  plans. 

On  the  1 2th  of  June,  1852,  the  Democratic  conven- 
tion met  in  Baltimore  to  nominate  a  candidate  for  the 
Presidency.  For  four  days  they  continued  in  session, 
and  in  thirty-five  ballotings  no  one  had  obtained  a 
two-thirds  vote.  Not  a  vote  thus  far  had  been  thrown 
for  Gen.  Pierce.  Then  the  Virginia  delegation 
brought  forward  his  name.  There  were  fourteen 
more  ballotings,  during  which  Gen.  Pierce  constantly 
gained  strength,  until,  at  the  forty-ninth  ballot,  he 
received  two  hundred  and  eighty-two  votes,  and  all 
other  candidates  eleven.  Gen.  Winfield  Scott  was 
the  Whig  candidate.  Gen.  Pierce  was  chosen  with 
great  unanimity.  Only  four  States — Vermont,  Mas- 
sachusetts, Kentucky  and  Tennessee  —  cast  their 
electoral  votes  against  him  Gen.  Franklin  Pierce 
was  therefore  inaugurated  President  of  the  United 
States  on   the  4th  of  March,    1853. 


His  administration  proved  one  of  the  most  stormy  our 
country  had  ever  experienced.  The  controversy  be- 
tween slavery  and  freedom  was  then  approaching  its 
culminating  point.  It  became  evident  that  there  was 
an  "irrepressible  conflict  "  between  them,  and  that 
this  Nation  could  not  long  exist  "  half  slave  and  half 
free."  President  Pierce,  during  the  whole  of  his  ad- 
ministration, did  every  thing  he  could  to  conciliate 
the  South  ;  but  it  was  all  in  vain.  The  conflict  every 
year  grew  more  violent,  and  threats  of  the  dissolution 
of  the  Union  were  borne  to  the  North  on  every  South- 
ern breeze. 

Such  was  the  condition  of  affairs  when  President 
Pierce  approached  the  close  of  his  four-years'  term 
of  office.  The  North  had  become  thoroughly  alien- 
ated from  him.  The  anti-slavery  sentiment,  goaded 
by  great  outrages,  had  been  rapidly  increasing;  all 
the  intellectual  ability  and  social  worth  of  President 
Pierce  were  forgotten  in  deep  reprehension  of  his  ad- 
ministrative acts.  The  slaveholders  of  the  South,  also, 
unmindful  of  the  fidelity  with  which  he  had  advo- 
cated those  measures  of  Government  which  they  ap- 
proved, and  perhaps,  also,  feeling  that  he  had 
rendered  himself  so  unpopular  as  no  longer  to  be 
able  acceptably  to  serve  them,  ungratefully  dropped 
him,  and  nominated  James  Buchanan  to  succeed  him. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1857,  President  Pierce  re- 
tired to  his  home  in  Concord.  Of  three  children,  two 
had  died,  and  his  only  surviving  child  had  been 
killed  before  his  eyes  by  a  railroad  accident ;  and  his 
wife,  one  of  the  most  estimable  and  accomplished  of 
ladies,  was  rapidly  sinking  in  consumption.  The 
hour  of  dreadful  gloom  soon  came,  and  he  was  left 
alone  in  the  world,  without  wife  or  child. 

When  the  terrible  Rebellion  burst  forth,  which  di- 
vided our  country  into  two  parties,  and  two  only,  Mr. 
Pierce  remained  steadfast  in  the  principles  which  he 
had  always  cherished,  and  gave  his  sympathies  to 
that  pro-slavery  party  with  which  he  had  ever  been 
allied.  He  declined  to  do  anything,  either  by  voice 
or  pen,  to  strengthen  the  hand  of  the  National  Gov- 
ernment. He  continued  to  reside  in  Concord  until 
the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  October, 
r869.  He  was  one  of  the  most  genial  and  social  of 
men,  an  honored  communicant  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  and  one  of  the  kindest  of  neighbors.  Gen- 
erous to  a  fault,  he  contributed  liberally  for  the  al- 
leviation of  suffering  and  want,  and  many  of  his  towns- 
people were  often  gladened  by  his   material   bounty. 
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AMES  BUCHANAN,  the  fif- 
.teenth  President  of  the  United 
States,   was  bom   in   a   small 
frontier  town,  at  the  foot  of  the 
eastern  ridge  of  the    Allegha- 
nies,  in  Franklin  Co.,  Penn.,  on 
the  23d  of  April,  1791.  The  place 
where   the  humble   cabin   of  his 
father   stood    was    called     Stony 
Batter.     It  was    a    wild    and   ro- 
mantic spot  in  a  gorge  of  the  moun- 
tains, with  towering  summits  rising 
grandly   all    around.       His    father 
was  a  native  of  the  north  of  Ireland ; 
a  poor  man,  who  had  emigrated  in 
I  1783,  with  little   property   save    his 

own  strong  arms.  Five  years  afterwards  he  married 
Elizabeth  Spear,  the  daughter  of  a  respectable  farmer, 
and,  with  his  young  bride,  plunged  into  the  wilder- 
ness, staked  his  claim,  reared  his  log-hut,  opened  a 
clearing  with  his  axe,  and  settled  down  there  to  per- 
form his  obscure  part  in  the  drama  of  life.  In  this  se- 
cluded home,  where  James  was  born,  he  remained 
for  eight  years,  enjoying  but  few  social  or  intellectual 
advantages.  When  James  was  eight  years  of  age,  his 
father  removed  to  the  village  of  Mercersburg,  where 
his  son  was  placed  at  school,  and  commenced  a 
course  of  study  in  English,  Latin  and  Greek.  His 
[irogress  was  rapid,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen,  he 
entered  Dickinson  College,  at  Carlisle.  Here  he  de- 
veloped remarkable  talent,  and  took  his  stand  among 
the  first  scholars  in  the  institution.  His  application 
<o  study  was  intense,  and  yet  his  native  powers    en- 


abled him  to  master  the  most  abstruse  subjects  with 
facility. 

In  the  year  1809,  he  graduated  with  the  highest 
honors  of  his  class.  He  was  then  eighteen  years  of 
age;  tall  and  graceful,  vigorous  in  health,  fond  of 
athletic  sport,  an  unerring  shot,  and  enlivened  with 
an  exuberant  flow  of  animal  spirits.  He  immediately 
commenced  the  study  of  law  in  the  city  of  Lancaster, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1812,  when  he  was 
but  twenty-one  years  of  age.  Very  rapidly  he  rose 
in  his  profession,  and  at  once  took  undisputed  stand 
with  the  ablest  lawyers  of  the  State.  When  but 
twenty-six  years  of  age,  unaided  by  counsel,  he  suc- 
cessfully defended  before  the  State  Senate  one  of  the 
judges  of  the  State,  who  was  tried  uix)n  articles  of 
impeachment.  At  the  age  of  thirty  it  was  generally 
admitted  that  he  stood  at  the  head  of  the  bar;  and 
there  was  no  lawyer  in  the  State  who  had  a  more  lu- 
crative practice. 

In  1820,  he  reluctantly  consented  to  run  as  a 
candidate  for  Congress.  He  was  elected,  and  for 
ten  years  he  remained  a  member  of  the  Lower  House. 
During  the  vacations  of  Congress,  he  occasionally 
tried  some  important  case.  In  1831,  he  retired 
altogether  from  the  toils  of  his  profession,  having  ac- 
quired an  ample  fortune. 

Gen.  Jackson,  upon  his  elevation  to  the  Presidency, 
appointed  Mr.  Buchanan  minister  to  Russia.  The 
duties  of  his  mission  he  performed  with  ability,  which 
gave  satisfaction  to  all  parties.  Upon  his  return,  in 
1833,  he  was  elected  to  a  seat  in  the  United  States 
Senate.  He  there  met,  as  his  associates,  Webster, 
Clay,  ^Vright  and  Calhoun.  He  advocated  tlie  meas- 
ures proposed  by  President  Jackson,  of  milting  repn- 
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sals  against  Fiance,  to  enforce  the  payment  of  our 
claims  against  that  country;  and  defended  the  course 
of  the  President  in  his  unprecedented  and  wholesale 
removal  from  office  of  those  wlio  were  not  the  sup- 
porters of  his  administration.  Upon  this  question  he 
was  brought  into  direct  collision  with  Henry  Clay. 
He  also,  with  voice  and  vote,  advocated  expunging 
from  the  journal  of  the  Senate  the  vote  of  censure 
against  Gen.  Jackson  for  removing  the  deposits. 
Earnestly  he  opposed  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  urged  the  prohibition  of  the 
circulation  of  anti-slavery  documents  by  the  United 
States  mails. 

As  to  petitions  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  he  advo- 
cated that  they  should  be  respectfully  received;  and 
that  the  reply  should  be  returned,  that  Congress  had 
no  power  to  legislate  upon  the  subject.  "  Congress," 
said  he,  "might  as  well  undertake  to  interfere  with 
slavery  under  a  foreign  government  as  in  any  of  the 
States  where  it  now  e.xists." 

Upon  Mr.  Polk's  accession  to  the  Presidency,  Mr. 
Buchanan  became  Secretary  of  State,  and  as  such, 
took  his  share  of  the  responsibility  in  the  conduct  of 
the  Mexican  War.  Mr.  Polk  assumed  that  crossing 
the  Nueces  by  the  American  troops  into  the  disputed 
territory  was  not  wrong,  but  for  the  Mexicans  to  cross 
the  Rio  Grande  into  that  territory  was  a  declaration 
of  war.  No  candid  man  can  read  with  pleasure  the 
account  of  the  course  our  Government  pursued  in  that 
movement 

Mr.  Buchanan  identified  himself  thoroughly  with 
the  party  devoted  to  the  perpetuation  and  extension 
of  slavery,  and  brought  all  the  energies  of  his  mind 
to  bear  against  the  VVilmot  Proviso.  He  gave  his 
cordial  approval  to  the  compromise  measures  of  1S50, 
which  included  the  fugitive-slave  law.  Mr.  Pierce, 
upon  his  election  to  the  Presidency,  honored  Mr. 
Buchanan  with  the  mission  to  England. 

In  the  year  1856,  a  national  Democratic  conven- 
tion nominated  Mr.  Buchanan  for  the  Presidency.  The 
political  conflict  was  one  of  the  most  severe  in  which 
our  country  has  ever  engaged.  All  the  friends  of 
slavery  were  on  one  side;  all  the  advocates  of  its  re- 
striction and  final  abolition,  on  the  other.  Mr.  Fre- 
mont, the  candidate  of  the  enemies  of  slavery,  re- 
reived  114  electoral  votes.  Mr.  Buchanan  received 
174,  and  was  elected.  The  popular  vote  stood 
1,340,618,  for  Fremont,  1,224,750  for  Buchanan.  On 
March   4th,    1857,  Mr.  Buchanan  was  inaugurated. 

Mr.  Buchanan  was  far  advanced  in  life.  Only  four 
vears  were  wanting  to  fill  up  his  threescore  years  and 
ten.  His  own  friends,  those  with  whom  he  had  been 
allied  in  political  principles  and  action  for  years,  were 
seeking  the  destruction  of  the  Government,  that  they 
might  rear  upon  the  ruins  of  our  free  institutions  a 
nation  whose  corner-stone  should  be  human  slavery. 
tn  this  emergency,  Mr.  Buchanan  was  hopelessly  be- 
wildered      He  could  not,  with  his  long-avowed  prin- 


ciples, consistently  oppose  the  State-rights  party  in 
their  assumptions.  As  President  of  the  United  States, 
bound  by  his  oath  faithfully  to  administer  the  laws 
he  could  not,  without  perjury  of  the  grossest  kind, 
unite  with  those  endeavoring  to  overthrow  the  repub- 
lic.    He  therefore  did  nothing. 

The  opponents  of  Mr.  Buchanan's  administration 
nominal  ed  Abraham  Lincoln  as  their  standard  bearer 
in  the  next  Presidential  canvass.  The  pro-slavery 
party  declared,  that  if  he  were  elected,  and  the  con- 
trol of  the  Government  were  thus  taken  from  their 
hands,  they  would  secede  from  the  Union,  taking 
with  them,  as  they  retired,  the  National  Capitol  at 
Washington,  and  the  lion's  share  of  the  territory  of 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  Buchanan's  sympathy  with  the  pro-slavery 
party  was  such,  that  he  had  been  willing  to  offer  them 
far  more  than  they  had  ventured  to  claim.  All  the 
South  had  professed  to  ask  of  the  North  was  non- 
intervention upon  the  subject  of  slavery.  Mr.  Bu- 
chanan had  been  ready  to  offer  them  the  active  co- 
operation of  the  Government  to  defend  and  extend 
the  institution. 

As  the  storm  increased  in  violence,  the  slaveholders 
claiming  the  right  to  secede,  and  Mr.  Buchanan  avow- 
ing that  Congress  had  no  power  to  prevent  it,  one  of 
the  most  pitiable  exhibitions  of  governmental  im- 
becility was  exhibited  the  world  has  ever  seen.  He 
declared  that  Congress  had  no  power  to  enforce  its 
laws  in  any  State  which  had  withdrawn,  or  which 
was  attempting  to  withdraw  from  the  Union.  This 
was  not  the  doctrine  of  Andrew  Jackson,  when,  with 
his  hand  upon  his  sword-hilt,  he  exclaimed,  "  The 
Union  must  and  shall  be  preserved ! " 

South  Carolina  seceded  in  December,  i860;  nearly 
three  months  before  the  inauguration  of  President 
Lincoln.  Mr.  Buchanan  looked  on  in  listless  despair. 
The  rebel  flag  was  raised  in  Charleston;  Fort  Sumpter 
was  besieged;  our  forts,  navy-yards  and  arsenals 
were  seized;  our  depots  of  military  stores  were  plun- 
dered ;  and  our  custom-houses  and  post-offices  were 
appropriated  by  the  rebels. 

The  energy  of  the  rebels,  and  the  imbecility  of  our 
Executive,  were  alike  marvelous.  The  Nation  looked 
on  in  agony,  waiting  for  the  slow  weeks  to  glide  away, 
and  close  the  administration,  so  terrible  in  its  weak- 
ness At  length  the  long-looked-for  hour  of  deliver- 
ance came,  when  Abraham  Lincoln  was  to  receive  the 
scepter. 

The  administration  of  President  Buchanan  was 
certainly  the  most  calamitous  our  country  has  ex- 
perienced. His  best  friends  cannot  recall  it  with 
pleasure.  And  still  more  deplorable  it  is  for  his  fame, 
that  in  that  dreadful  conflict  which  rolled  its  billows 
of  flame  and  blood  over  our  whole  land,  no  word  came 
from  his  lips  to  indicate  his  wish  that  our  country's 
banner  should  triumph  over  the  flng  of  the  rebellion. 
Hp  died  at  his   Wheatland    retreat,    June    i,    1868. 
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BR-\HAM    LINCOLN,     the 

f%')  sixteenth    President     of     the 
L  nited   States,   was   born 


'ij  Hudin  Co.,  Ky.,  Feb.  12, 
'J  1S09  About  the  year  1780,  a 
'A  man  by  the  name  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  left  Virginia  with  his 
mily  and  moved  into  the  then 
wilds  of  Kentucky.  Only  two  years 
after  this  emigration,  still  a  young 
man,  while  working  one  day  in  a 
field,  was  stealthily  approached  by 
an  Indian  and  shot  dead.  His  widow 
was  left  in  extreme  poverty  with  five 
little  children,  three  boys  and  two 
iris.  Thomas,  the  youngest  of  the 
boys,  was  four  years  of  age  at  his 
father's  death.  This  Thomas  was 
the  father  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  the 
President  of  the  United  States 
whose  name  must  henceforth  foi-ever  be  enrolled 
with  the  most  prominent  in  the  annals  of  our  world. 
Of  course  no  record  has  been  kept  of  the  life 
of  one  so  lowly  as  Thomas  Lincoln.  He  was  among 
the  poorest  of  the  poor.  His  home  was  a  wretched 
log-cabin;  his  food  the  coarsest  and  the  meanest. 
Education  he  had  none;  he  could  never  either  read 
or  write.  As  soon  as  he  was  able  to  do  anything  for 
himself,  he  was  compelled  to  leave  the  cabin  of  his 
starving  mother,  and  push  out  into  the  world,  a  friend- 
less, wandering  boy,  seeking  work.  He  hired  him- 
self out,  and  thus  spent  the  whole  of  his  youth  as  a 
laborer  in  the  fields  of  others. 

When  twenty-eiglit  years  of  age  he  buili  a  log- 
cabin  of  his  own,  and  married  Nancy  Hanks,  the 
daughter  of  another  family  of  poor  Kentucky  emi- 
grants, who  had  also  come  from  Virginia.  Their 
second  child  was  Abraham  Lincoln,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch.  The  mother  of  Abraham  was  a  noble 
woman,  gentle,  loving,  pensive,  created  to  adorn 
a  palace,  doomed  to  toil  and  pine,  and  die  in  a  hovel. 
"All  that  I  am,  or  hope  to  be,"  exclaims  the  grate- 
ful son  "I  owe  to  my  angel-mother.  " 

When  he  was  eight  years  of  age,  his  father  sold  his 


cabin  and  small  farm,  and  moved  to  Indiana.  Where 
two  years  later  his  mother  died. 

Abraham  soon  became  the  scribe  of  the  uneducated 
community  around  him.  He  could  not  have  had  a 
better  school  than  this  to  teach  him  to  put  thoughts 
into  words.  He  also  became  an  eager  reader.  The 
books  he  could  obtain  were  few ;  but  these  he  read 
and  re-read  until  they  were  almost  committed  to 
memory. 

As  the  years  rolled  on,  the  lot  of  this  lowly  family 
was  the  usual  lot  of  humanity.  Thfire  were  joys  and 
griefs,  weddings  and  funerals.  Abraham's  sister 
Sarah,  to  whom  he  was  tenderly  attached,  was  mar- 
ried when  a  child  of  but  fourteen  years  of  age,  and 
soon  died.  The  family  was  gradually  scattered.  Mr. 
Thomas  Lincoln  sold  out  his  squatter's  claim  in  1830, 
and  emigrated  to  Macon  Co.,  III. 

.•\braliam  Lincoln  was  then  twenty-one  years  of  age. 
With  vigorous  hands  he  aided  his  father  in  rearing 
another  log-cabin.  Abraham  worked  diligently  at  this 
until  he  saw  the  family  comfortably  settled,  and  their 
small  lot  of  enclosed  prairie  iilanted  with  corn,  when 
he  announced  to  his  father  his  intention  to  leave 
home,  and  to  go  out  into  the  world  and  seek  his  for- 
tune. Little  did  he  or  his  friends  imagine  how  bril- 
liant that  fortune  was  to  be.  He  saw  the  value  of 
education  and  was  intensely  earnest  to  improve  his 
mind  to  the  utmost  of  his  power.  He  saw  the  ruin 
which  ardent  spirits  were  causing,  and  became 
strictly  temperate;  refusing  to  allow  a  drop  of  intoxi- 
cating liquor  to  pass  his  lips.  And  he  had  read  in 
God's  word,  "Thou  shalt  not  take  the  name  of  the 
Lord  thy  God  in  vain  ;"  and  a  profane  expression  he 
was  never  heard  to  utter.  Religion  he  revered.  His 
morals  were  pure,  and  he  was  uncontaminated  by  a 
single  vice. 

Young  Abraham  woiked  for  a  time  as  a  hired  laborer 
among  the  farmers.  Then  he  went  to  Springfield, 
where  he  was  employed  in  building  a  large  flat-boat. 
In  this  he  took  a  herd  of  swine,  floated  them  down 
the  Sangamon  to  the  lUinois,  and  thence  by  the  Mis- 
sissippi to  New  Orleans.  Whatever  Abraham  Lin- 
coln undertook,  he  performed  so  faithfully  as  to  giv; 
great  satisfacticn  to  his  employers.      In  this  adven- 
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ture  his  employers  were  so  well  pleased,  that  upon 
his  return  they  placed  a  store  and  mill  under  his  care. 

In  1832,  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Black  Hawk  war,  he 
enlisted  and  was  chosen  captain  of  a  company.  He 
returned  to  Sangamon  County,  and  although  only  23 
years  of  age,  was  a  candidate  for  the  Legislature,  but 
was  defeated.  He  soon  after  received  from  Andrew 
Jackson  the  appointment  of  Postmaster  of  New  Salem, 
His  only  post-office  was  his  hat.  All  the  letters  he 
received  he  carried  there  ready  to  deliver  to  those 
he  chanced  to  meet.  He  studied  surveying,  and  soon 
made  this  his  business.  In  1834  he  again  became  a 
candidate  for  the  Legislature,  and  was  elected  Mr. 
Stuart,  of  Springfield,  advised  him  to  study  law.  He 
walked  from  New  Salem  to  Springfield,  borrowed  of 
Mr.  Stuart  a  load  of  books,  carried  them  back  and 
began  his  legal  studies.  When  the  Legislature  as- 
sembled he  trudged  on  foot  with  his  pack  on  his  back 
one  hundred  miles  to  Vandalia,  then  the  capital.  In 
1836  he  was  re-elected  to  the  Legislature.  Here  it 
was  he  first  met  Stephen  A.  Douglas.  In  1839  he  re- 
moved to  Springfield  and  began  the  practice  of  law. 
His  success  with  the  jury  was  so  great  that  he  was 
soon  engaged  in  almost  every  noted  case  in  the  circuit. 

In  1854  the  great  discussion  began  between  Mr. 
Lincoln  and  Mr,  Douglas,  on  the  slavery  question. 
In  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party  in  Illinois, 
in  1856,  he  took  an  active  part,  and  at  once  became 
one  of  the  leaders  in  that  party.  Mr.  Lincoln's 
speeches  in  opposition  to  Senator  Douglas  in  the  con- 
test in  1858  for  a  seat  in  the  Senate,  form  a  most 
notable  part  of  his  history.  The  issue  was  on  the 
ilavery  question,  and  he  took  the  broad  ground  of 
.he  Declaration  of  Independence,  that  all  men  are 
created  equal.  Mr.  Lincoln  was  defeated  in  this  con- 
test, but  won  a  far  higher  prize. 

The  great  Republican  Convention  met  at  Chicago 
on  the  i6th  of  June,  r86o.  The  delegates  and 
strangers  who  crowded  the  city  amounted  to  twenty- 
five  thousand.  An  immense  building  called  "  The 
Wigwam,"  was  reared  to  accommodate  the  Conven- 
tion. There  were  eleven  candidates  for  whom  votes 
were  thrown.  William  H.  Seward,  a  man  whose  fame 
as  a  statesman  had  long  filled  the  land,  was  tlie  most 
orominent.  It  was  generally  supposed  he  would  be 
th.e  nominee.  Abraham  Lincoln,  however,  received 
the  nomination  on  the  third  ballot.  Little  did  he  then 
dream  of  the  weary  years  of  toil  and  care,  and  the 
bloody  death,  to  which  that  nomination  doomed  him : 
and  as  little  did  he  dream  that  he  was  to  render  services 
to  his  country,  which  would  fi.x  upon  him  the  eyes  of 
the  whole  civilized  world,  and  which  would  give  him 
a  place  in  the  affections  of  his  countrymen,  second 
cnly,  if  second,  to  that  of  Washington. 

Election  day  came  and  Mr.  Lincoln  received  180 
electoral  votes  out  of  203  cast,  and  was,  therefore, 
constitutionally  elected  President  of  the  United  States. 
The  tirade  of  abuse  that  vas  poured  uixin    this    good 


I  and  merciful  man,  especially  by  the  slaveholders,  was 
greater  than  upon  any  other  man  ever  elected  to  this 
high  position.  In  February,  i86i,  Mr.  Lincoln  started 
for  Washington,  stop^iing  in  all  the  large  cities  on  his 
way  making  speeches.  The  whole  journey  was  frought 
with  much  danger.  Many  of  the  Southern  States  had 
already  seceded,  and  several  attempts  at  assassination 
were  afterwards  brought  to  light.  A  gang  in  Balti- 
more had  arranged,  upon  his  arrival  to  "get  up  a  row," 
and  in  the  confusion  to  make  sure  of  his  death  with 
revolvers  and  hand-grenades.  A  detective  unravelled 
the  plol.  A  secret  and  special  train  was  provided  to 
take  him  from  Harrisburg,  through  Baltimore,  at  an 
unexpected  hour  of  the  night.  The  train  started  at 
half-past  ten  ;  and  to  prevent  any  possible  communi- 
cation on  the  part  ot  the  Secessionists  with  their  Con- 
federate gang  in  Baltimore,  as  soon  as  the  train  had 
started  the  telegraph-wires  were  cut.  Mr.  Lincoln 
reached  Washington  in  safety  and  was  inaugurated, 
although  great  anxiety  was  felt  by  all  loyal  people. 

In  the  selection  of  his  cabinet  Mr.  Lincoln  gave 
to  Mr.  Seward  the  Department  of  State,  and  to  other 
prominent  opponents  before  the  convention  he  gave 
important  positions. 

During  no  other  administration  have  the  duties 
devolving  upon  the  President  been  so  manifold,  and 
the  responsibilities  so  great,  as  those  which  fell  to 
the  lot  of  President  Lincoln.  Knowing  this,  and 
feeling  his  own  weakness  and  inability  to  meet,  and  in 
his  own  strength  to  cope  with,  the  difficulties,  he 
learned  eady  to  seek  Divine  wisdom  and  guidance  in 
determining  his  plans,  and  Divine  comfort  in  all  his 
trials,  bo':h  personal  and  national.  Contrary  to  his 
own  estimate  of  himself,  Mr.  Lincoln  was  one  of  the 
most  courageous  of  men.  He  went  directly  into  the 
rebel  capital  just  as  the  retreating  foe  was  leaving, 
with  no  guard  but  a  few  sailors.  From  the  time  he 
had  left  Springfield,  in  1861,  however,  plans  had  been 
made  for  his  assassination, and  he  at  last  fell  a  victim 
to  one  of  them.  April  r4,  r865,  he,  with  Gen.  Grant, 
was  urgently  invited  to  attend  Fords'  Theater.  It 
was  announced  that  they  would  Le  present.  Gen. 
Grant,  however,  left  the  city.  President  Lincoln,  feel- 
ing, witn  his  characteristic  kindliness  of  heart,  that 
it  would  be  a  disappointment  if  he  should  fail  them, 
very  reluctantly  consented  to  go.  While  listening  to 
the  play  an  actor  by  the  name  of  John  Wilkes  Booth 
entered  the  box  where  the  President  and  family  were 
seated,  and  fired  a  bullet  into  his  brains.  He  died  the 
next  morning  at  seven  o'clock. 

Never  before,  in  the  history  of  the  world  was  a  nation 
plunged  into  such  deep  grief  by  the  death  of  its  ruler. 
Strong  men  met  in  the  streets  and  wept  in  speechless 
anguish.  It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  a  nation  was 
in  tears.  His  was  a  life  which  will  fitly  become  a 
model.  His  name  as  the  savior  of  his  country  vili 
live  with  that  of  Washington's,  iis  father;  hiscf":ntry- 
men  being  unable   to   decide    wlii.  h   is    tl'e    i^reater. 
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NDREW  JOHNSON,  seven- 
teenth President  of  the  United 
States.  The  early  life  of 
Andrew  Johnson  contains  but 
the  record  of  poverty,  destitu- 
tion and  friendlessness.  He 
was  born  December  29,  180S, 
in  Raleigh,  N.  C.  His  parents, 
belonging  to  the  class  of  the 
"poor  whites  "  of  the  South,  were 
in  such  circumstances,  that  they 
could  not  confer  even  the  slight- 
t  advantages  of  education  uixin 
;hild.  When  Andrew  was  five 
I  years  of  age,  his  father  accidentally 
lost  his  life  while  herorically  endeavoring  to  save  a 
friend  from  drowning.  Until  ten  years  of  age,  Andrew 
was  a  ragged  boy  about  the  streets,  supported  by  the 
labor  of  his  mother,  who  obtained  her  living  with 
her  own  hands. 

He  then,  having  never  attended  a  school  one  day, 
and  being  unable  either  to  read  or  write,  was  ap- 
prenticed to  a  tailor  in  his  native  town.  A  gentleman 
was  in  the  habit  of  going  to  the  tailor's  shop  occasion- 
ally, and  reading  to  the  boys  at  work  there.  He  often 
read  from  the  speeches  of  distinguished  British  states- 
men. Andrew,  who  was  endowed  with  a  mind  of  more 
than  ordinary  native  ability,  became  much  interested 
in  these  speeches ;  his  ambition  was  roused,  and  he 
was  inspired  with  a  strong  desire  to  learn  to  read. 

He  accordingly  applied  himself  to  the  alphabet,  and 
with  the  assistance  of  some  of  his  fellow- workmen, 
learned  his  letters.  He  then  called  upon  the  gentle- 
man to  borrow  the  book  of  speeches.      The  owner, 


pleased  with  his  zeal,  not  only  gave  him  the  book 
but  assisted  him  in  learning  to  combine  the  letters 
into  words.  Under  such  difficulties  he  pressed  oi. 
ward  laboriously,  =nending  usually  ten  or  twelve  hours 
at  work  in  the  shop,  and  then  robbing  himself  of  rest 
and  recreation  to  devote  such  time  as  he  could  to 
reading. 

He  went  to  Tennessee  in  1826,  and  located  at 
Greenville,  where  he  married  a  young  lady  who  pos 
sessed  some  education.  Under  her  instructions  he 
learned  to  write  and  cipher.  He  became  prominent 
in  the  village  debating  society,  and  a  favorite  with 
the  students  of  Greenville  College.  In  1828,  he  or- 
ganized a  working  man's  party,  which  elected  him 
aldennan,  and  in  1S30  elected  him  mayor,  which 
position  he  held  three  years. 

He  now  began  to  take  a  lively  interest  in  political 
affairs ;  identifying  himself  with  the  working-classes, 
to  which  he  belonged.  In  1835,  he  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  Tennes- 
see. He  was  then  just  twenty-seven  years  of  age, 
He  became  a  very  active  member  of  the  legislature, 
gave  his  adhesion  to  the  Democratic  party,  and  in 
1840  "stumped  the  State,"  advocating  Martin  Van 
Buren's  claims  to  the  Presidency,  in  opposition  to  thosv 
of  Gen.  Harrison.  In  this  campaign  he  acquired  mucli 
readiness  as  a  speaker,  and  extended  and  increased 
his  reputation. 

In  1 841,  he  was  elected  State  Senator;  in  1843,  he 
was  elected  a  member  of  Congress,  and  by  successive 
elections,  held  that  important  post  for  ten  years.  In 
1853,  he  was  elected  Governor  of  Tennessee,  and 
was  re-elected  in  1855.  In  all  these  resixjnsible  posi- 
tions, he  discharged  his  duties  with  distinguished  abi'.- 
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ity,  and  proved  himself  the  warm  friend  of  the  work- 
ing classes.  In  1857,  Mr.  Johnson  was  elected 
United  States  Senator. 

Years  before,  in  1845,  he  had  warmly  advocated 
the  annexation  of  Texas,  stating  however,  as  his 
reason,  that  he  thought  this  annexation  would  prob- 
ably prove  "  to  be  the  gateway  out  of  which  the  sable 
sons  of  Africa  are  to  pass  from  bondage  to  freedom, 
and  become  merged  in  a  population  congenial  to 
themselves."  In  1850,  he  also  supported  the  com- 
promise measures,  the  two  essential  features  of  which 
were,  that  the  white  people  of  the  Territories  should 
be  permitted  to  decide  for  themselves  whether  they 
would  enslave  the  colored  people  or  not,  and  that 
the  *"ree  States  of  the  North  should  return  to  the 
South  persons  who  attempted  to  escape  from  slavery. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  neverashamedof  his  lowly  origin: 
on  the  contrary,  he  often  took  pride  in  avowing  that 
he  owed  his  distinction  to  his  own  exertions.  "Sir," 
said  he  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate,  "  I  do  not  forget 
that  I  am  a  mechanic ;  neither  do  I  forget  that  Adam 
was  a  tailor  and  sewed  fig-leaves,  and  that  our  Sav- 
ior was  the  son  of  a  carpenter." 

In  the  Charleston-Baltimore  convention  of  iSuj,  he 
V7as  the  choice  of  the  Tennessee  Democrats  for  the 
Presidency.  In  186 1,  when  the  purpose  of  the  South- 
ern Democracy  became  apparent,  he  took  a  decided 
Stand  in  favor  of  the  Union,  and  held  that  "  slavery 
must  be  held  subordinate  to  the  Union  at  whatever 
cost."  He  returned  to  Tennessee,  and  repeatedly 
imperiled  his  own  life  to  protect  the  Unionists  of 
Tennesee.  Tennessee  having  seceded  from  the 
Union,  President  Lincoln,  on  March  4th,  1862,  ap- 
pointed him  Military  Governor  of  the  State,  and  he 
established  the  most  stringent  military  rule.  His 
numerous  proclamations  attracted  wide  attention.    In 

1864,  he  was  elected  Vice-President  of  the  United 
States,  and  upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  April   15, 

1865,  became  President.  In  a  speech  two  days  later 
he  said,  "  The  American  people  must  be  taught,  if 
they  do  not  already  feel,  that  treason  is  a  crime  and 
must  be  punished ;  that  the  Government  will  not 
always  bear  with  its  enemies ;  that  it  is  strong  not 
snly  to  protect,  but  to  punish.  *  *  The  people 
must  understand  that  it  (treason)  is  the  blackest  of 
crimes,  and  will  siirely  be  punished."  Yet  his  whole 
administration,  the  history  of  which  is  so  well  known, 
was  in  utter  itKonsistency  with,  and  the  most  violent 


opposition  to.  the  principles  laid  down  in  that  speech. 

In  his  loose  policy  of  reconstruction  and  general 
amnesty,  he  was  opposed  by  Congress;  and  he  char- 
acterized Congress  as  a  new  rebellion,  and  lawlessly 
defied  it,  in  everything  possible,  to  the  utmost.  In 
the  beginniiig  of  1868,  on  account  of  "high  crimes 
and  misdemeanors,"  the  principal  of  which  was  the 
removal  of  Secretary  Stanton,  in  violation  of  the  Ten- 
ure of  Office  Act,  articles  of  impeachment  were  pre- 
ferred against  him,  and  the    trial   began    March   23. 

It  was  very  tedious,  continuing  for  nearly  three 
months.  A  test  article  of  the  impeachment  was  at 
length  submitted  to  the  court  for  its  action.  It  was 
certain  that  as  the  court  voted  upon  that  article  so 
would  it  vote  upon  all.  Thirty-four  voices  pronounced 
the  President  guilty.  As  a  two-thirds  vote  was  neces- 
sary to  his  condemnation,  he  was  pronounced  ac- 
quitted, notwithstanding  the  great  majority  against 
him.  The  change  of  one  vote  from  the  not  guilty 
side  would  have  sustained  the  impeachment. 

The  President,  for  the  remainder  of  his  term,  was 
but  little  regarded.  He  continued,  though  impotently, 
his  conflict  with  Congress.  His  own  party  did  not 
think  it  expedient  to  renominate  him  for  the  Presi- 
dency. The  Nation  rallied,  with  enthusiasm  unpar- 
alleled since  the  days  of  Washington,  around  the  name 
of  Gen.  Grant.  Andrew  Johnson  was  forgotten. 
The  bullet  of  the  assassin  introduced  him  to  the 
President's  chair.  Notwithstanding  this,  never  was 
there  presented  to  a  man  a  better  opportunity  to  im- 
mortalize his  name,  and  to  win  the  gratitude  of  a 
nation.  He  failed  utterly.  He  retired  to  his  home 
in  Greenville,  Tenn.,  taking  no  very  active  part  in 
politics  until  1875.  On  Jan.  26,  after  an  exciting 
struggle,  he  was  chosen  by  the  Legislature  of  Ten- 
nessee, United  States  Senator  in  the  forty-fourth  Con- 
gress, and  took  his  seat  in  that  body,  at  the  special 
session  convened  by  President  Grant,  on  the  5  th  of 
March.  On  the  27th  of  July,  1875,  the  e.x-President 
made  a  visit  to  his  daughter's  home,  near  Carter 
Station,  Tenn.  When  he  started  on  his  journey,  he  was 
apparently  in  his  usual  vigorous  health,  but  on  reach- 
ing the  residence  of  his  child  the  following  day,  was 
stricken  with  paralysis,  rendering  him  unconscious. 
He  rallied  occasionally,  but  finally  passed  away  at 
2  .\.  M.,  July  31,  aged  sixty-seven  years.  His  fun- 
eral was  attended  at  Geenville,  on  the  3d  of  August, 
with  every  demonstration  of  respect 
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LYSSES  S.  GRANT,  the 
eighteenth  President  of  the 
^United  States,  was  born  on 
the  29th  of  April,  1822,  of 
Christian  parents,  in  a  humble 
home,  at  Point  Pleasant,  on  the 
banks  of  the  Ohio.  Shortly  after 
his  father  moved  to  George- 
town, Brown  Co.,  O.  In  this  re- 
mote frontier  hamlet,  Ulysses 
received  a  common-school  edu- 
cation. At  the  age  of  seven- 
teen, in  the  year  1839,  he  entered 
^i  the  Military  Academy  at  West 
I  Point.  Here  he  was  regarded  as  a 
solid,  sensible  young  man  of  fair  abilities,  and  of 
sturdy,  honest  character.  He  took  respectable  rank 
as  a  scholar.  In  June,  1843,  he  graduated,  about  the 
middle  in  his  class,  and  was  sent  as  lieutenant  of  in- 
fantry to  one  of  the  distant  military  posts  in  the  Mis- 
souri Territory.  Two  years  he  past  in  these  dreary 
solitudes,  watching  the  vagabond  and  exasperating 
Indians. 

The  war  with  Mexico  came.  Lieut.  Grant  was 
sent  with  his  regiment  to  Corpus  Christi.  His  first 
battle  was  at  Palo  Alto.  There  was  no  chance  here 
for  the  exhibition  of  either  skill  or  heroism,  nor  at 
Resaca  de  la  Palma,  his  second  battle.  At  the  battle 
of  Monterey,  his  third  engagement,  it  is  said  that 
he  performed  a  signal  service  of  daring  and  skillful 
horsemanship.  His  brigade  had  exhausted  its  am- 
munition. A  messenger  must  be  sent  for  more,  along 
a  route  exposed  to  the  bullets  of  the  foe.  Lieut. 
Grant,  adopting  an  expedient  learned  of  the  Indians, 
grasped  the  mane  of  his  horse,  and  hanging  upon  one 
side  of  the  anit»a.l,  ran  the   gauntlet  in  entire  safety. 


From  Monterey  he  was  sent,  with  the  fourth  infantry, 
to  aid  Gen.  Scott,  at  the  siege  of  Vera  Cruz.  In 
preparation  for  the  march  to  the  city  of  Mexico,  he 
was  appointed  quartermaster  of  his  regiment.  At  the 
battle  of  Molino  del  Rey,  he  was  promoted  to  a 
first  lieutenancy,  and  was  brevetted  captain  at  Cha- 
pultepec. 

At  the  close  of  the  Mexican  War,  Capt.  Grant  re- 
turned with  his  regiment  to  New  York,  and  was  again 
sent  to  one  of  the  military  posts  on  the  frontier.  The 
discovery  of  gold  in  California  causing  an  immense 
tide  of  emigration  to  flow  to  the  Pacific  shores,  Capt. 
Grant  was  sent  with  a  battalion  to  Fort  Dallas,  in 
Oregon,  for  the  protection  of  the  interests  of  the  im- 
migrants. Life  was  wearisome  in  those  wilds.  Capt. 
Grant  resigned  his  commission  and  returned  to  the 
States;  and  having  married,  entered  upon  the  cultiva- 
tion of  a  small  farm  near  St.  Louis,  Mo.  He  had  but 
little  skill  as  a  farmer.  Finding  his  toil  not  re- 
munerative, he  turned  to  mercantile  life,  entering  into 
the  leather  business,  with  a  younger  brother,  at  Ga- 
lena, 111.  This  was  in  the  year  i860.  As  the  tidings 
of  the  rebels  firing  on  Fort  Sumpter  reached  the  ears 
of  Capt.  Grant  in  his  counting-room,  he  said, — 
"Uncle  Sam  has  educated  me  for  the  army;  though 
I  have  served  him  through  one  war,  I  do  not  feel  that 
I  have  yet  repaid  the  debt.  I  am  still  ready  to  discharge 
my  obligations.  I  shall  therefore  buckle  on  my  sword 
and  see  Uncle  Sam  through  this  war  too." 

He  went  into  the  streets,  raised  a  company  of  vol- 
unteers, and  led  them  as  their  captain  to  Springfield, 
the  capital  of  the  State,  where  their  services  were 
offered  to  Gov.  Yates.  The  Governor,  impressed  by 
the  zeal  and  straightforward  executive  ability  of  Capt. 
Grant,  gave  him  a  desk  in  his  oflfice,  to  assist  in  the 
volunteer  organization  that  was  being  formed  in  the 
State  in  behalf  of  the  Government.      On  the  15th  of 
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June,  t86i,  Capt.  Grant  received  a  commission  as 
Colonel  of  the  Twenty-first  Regiment  of  Illinois  Vol- 
unteers. His  merits  as  a  West  Point  graduate,  who 
had  served  for  15  years  in  the  regular  army,  were  such 
that  he  was  soon  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Brigadier- 
General  and  was  placed  in  command  at  Cairo.  The 
rebels  raised  their  banner  at  Paducah,  near  the  mouth 
of  the  Tennessee  River.  Scarcely  had  its  folds  ap- 
peared in  the  breeze  ere  Gen.  Grant  was  there.  The 
rebels  fled.  Their  banner  fell,  and  the  star  and 
stripes  were  unfurled  in  its  stead. 

He  entered  the  service  with  great  determination 
and  immediately  began  active  duty.  This  was  the  be- 
ginning, and  until  the  surrender  of  Lee  at  Richmond 
he  was  ever  pushing  the  enemy  with  great  vigor  and 
effectiveness.  At  Belmont,  a  few  days  later,  he  sur- 
prised and  routed  the  rebels,  then  at  Fort  Henry 
won  another  victory.  Then  came  the  brilliant  fight 
at  Fort  Donelson.  The  nation  was  electrified  by  the 
victory,  and  the  brave  leader  of  the  boys  in  blue  was 
immediately  made  a  Mnjor-General,  and  the  military 
district  of  Tennessee  was  assigned  to  him. 

Like  all  great  captains,  Gen.  Grant  knew  well  how 
to  secure  the  results  of  victory.  He  immediately 
pushed  on  to  the  enemies'  lines.  Then  came  the 
terrible  battles  of  Pittsburg  Landing,  Corinth,  and  the 
siege  of  Vicksburg,  where  Gen.  Pemberton  made  an 
unconditional  surrender  of  the  city  with  over  thirty 
thousand  men  and  one-hundred  and  seventy-two  can- 
non. The  fall  of  Vicksburg  was  by  far  the  most 
severe  blow  which  the  rebels  had  thus  far  encountered, 
and  opened  up  the  Mississippi  from  Cairo  to  the  Gulf. 

Gen.  Grant  was  ne.xt  ordered  to  co-operate  with 
Gen.  Banks  in  a  movement  upon  Texas,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  New  Orleans,  where  he  was  thrown  from 
his  horse,  and  received  severe  injuries,  from  which  he 
was  laid  up  for  months.  He  then  rushed  to  the  aid 
of  Gens.  Rosecrans  and  Thomas  at  Chattanooga,  and 
by  a  wonderful  series  of  strategic  and  technical  meas- 
ures put  the  Union  Army  in  fighting  condition.  Then 
followed  the  bloody  battles  at  Chattanooga,  Lookout 
Mountain  and  Missionary  Ridge,  in  which  the  rebels 
were  routed  with  great  loss.  This  won  for  him  un- 
bounded praise  in  the  North.  On  the  4th  of  Febru- 
ary, 1864,  Congress  revived  the  grade  of  lieutenant- 
general,  and  the  rank  was  conferred  on  Gen.  Grant. 
He  repaired  to  Washington  to  receive  his  credentials 
.and  enter  upon  t'^f  <luties  of  his  new  office. 


Gen.  Grant  decided  as  soon  as  he  took  charge  of 
the  army  to  concentrate  the  widely-dispersed  National 
troops  for  an  attack  uporv  Richmond,  the  nominal 
capital  of  the  Rebellion,  and  endeavor  there  to  de- 
stroy the  rebel  armies  which  would  be  promptly  as- 
sembled from  all  quarters  for  its  defence.  The  whole 
continent  seemed  to  tremble  under  the  tramp  of  these 
majestic  armies,  rushing  to  the  decisive  battle  field. 
Steamers  were  crowded  with  troops.  Railway  trains 
were  burdened  with  closely  packed  thousands.  His 
plans  were  comprehensive  and  involved  a  series  of 
campaigns,  which  were  executed  with  remarkable  en- 
ergy and  ability,  and  were  consummated  at  the  sur- 
render of  Lee,  April  9,   1865. 

The  war  was  ended.  The  Union  was  saved.  The 
almost  unanimous  voice  of  the  Nation  declared  Gen. 
Grant  to  be  the  most  prominent  instrument  in  its  sal- 
vation. The  eminent  services  he  had  thus  rendered 
the  country  brought  him  conspicuously  forward  as  the 
Republican  candidate  for  the  Presidential  chair. 

At  the  Republican  Convention  held  at  Chicago, 
May  21,  1868,  he  was  unanimously  nominated  for  the 
Presidency,  and  at  the  autumn  election  received  a 
majority  of  the  popular  vote,  and  2r4  out  of  294 
electoral  votes. 

The  National  Convention  of  the  Republican  party 
which  met  at  Philadelphia  on  the  5th  of  June,  1872, 
placed  Gen.  Grant  in  nomination  for  a  second  temi 
by  a  unanimous  vote.  The  selection  was  emphati- 
cally indorsed  by  the  people  five  months  later,  292 
electoral  votes  being   cast   for  him. 

Soon  after  the  close  of  his  second  term.  Gen.  Grant 
started  upon  his  famous  trip  around  the  world.  He 
visited  almost  every  country  of  the  civilized  world, 
and  was  everywhere  received  with  such  ovations 
and  demonstrations  of  respect  and  honor,  private 
as  well  as  public  and  official,  as  were  never  before 
bestowed  upon  any  citizen  of  the  United  States. 

He  was  the  most  prominent  candidate  before  the 
Republican  National  Convention  in  1880  for  a  re- 
nomination  for  President.  He  went  to  New  York  and 
embarked  in  the  brokerage  business  under  the  firm 
name  of  Grant  &  Ward.  The  latter  proved  a  villain, 
wrecked  Grant's  fortune,  and  for  larceny  was  sent  to 
the  penitentiary.  The  General  was  attacked  with 
cancer  in  the  throat,  but  suffered  in  his  stoic-like 
manner,  never  complaining.  He  wa.'s,  re-instated  as 
General  of  the  Army  and  retired  by  Congress.  The 
cancer  soon  finished  its  deadly  work,  and  July  23, 
1885,  the  nation  went  in  mourning  over  the  death  of 
the  illustrious  General. 


5  ^-"^..^e^o-A? 


NINETEENTH  PRESIDENT. 


ih 


m^ 


,w  RUTHERi:ORB  B,  H'AITES.   %] 


';"i'-".'"i'^a'<gji'<.'-"i'.;.!i'.;'i'wi'.."i'.;'i'.."^'.."i 


'  UTHERFORD  B.    HAYES, 

the  nineteenth  President  of 
the  United  States,  was  born  in 
Delaware,  O.,  Oct.  4,  1822,  al- 
most three  months  after  the 
death  of  his  father,  Rutherford 
Hayes.  His  ancestry  on  both 
the  paternal  and  maternal  sides, 
was  of  the  most  honorable  char- 
acter. It  can  be  traced,  it  is  said, 
is  farbackas  1280,  when  Hayes  and 
Rutherford  were  two  Scottish  chief- 
tains, fighting  side  by  side  with 
Baliol,  William  Wallace  and  Robert 
Bruce.  Both  families  belonged  to  the 
nobility,  owned  extensive  estates, 
and  had  a  large  following.  Misfor- 
tune ovw  caking  the  family,  George  Hayes  left  Scot- 
land in  1 680,  and  settled  in  Windsor,  Conn.  His  son 
George  wai;  born  in  Windsor,  and  remained  there 
during  his  life.  Daniel  Hayes,  son  of  the  latter,  mar- 
ried Sarah  L>;e,  and  lived  from  the  time  of  his  mar- 
riage until  h;s  death  in  Simsbury,  Conn.  Ezekiel, 
son  of  Daniel,  was  born  in  1724,  and  was  a  manufac- 
turer of  scythe;;  at  Bradford,  Conn.  Rutherford  Hayes, 
son  of  Ezekiel  and  grandfather  of  President  Hayes,  was 
born  in  NewHavon,  in  August,  1756.  He  was  a  farmer, 
blacksmith  and  tavern-keeper.  He  emigrated  to 
Vermont  at  an  unknown  date,  settling  in  Brattleboro, 
where  he  established  a  hotel.  Here  his  son  Ruth- 
erford Hayes    the  father  of  President  Hayes,  was 


born.  He  was  married,  in  September,  18 13,  to  Sophia 
Birchard,  of  Wilmington,  Vt.,  whose  ancestors  emi- 
grated thither  from  Connecticut,  they  having  been 
among  the  wealthiest  and  best  famlies  of  Norwich. 
Her  ancestry  on  the  male  side  are  traced  back  to 
1635,  to  John  Birchard,  one  of  the  principal  founders 
of  Norwich.  Both  of  her  grandfathers  were  soldiers 
in  the  Revolutionary  War. 

The  father  of  President  Hayes  was  an  industrious 
frugal  and  opened-hearted  man.  He  was  of  a  me 
chanical  turn,  and  could  mend  a  plow,  knit  a  stock- 
ing, or  do  almost  anything  else  that  he  choose  to 
undertake.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Church,  active 
in  all  the  benevolent  enterprises  of  the  town,  and  con- 
ducted his  business  on  Christian  principles.  After 
the  close  of  the  war  of  181 2,  for  reasons  inexplicable 
to  his  neighbors,  he  resolved  to  emigrate  to   Ohio. 

The  journey  from  Vermont  to  Ohio  in  that  day. 
when  there  were  no  canals,  steamers,  nor  railways, 
was  a  very  serious  affair.  A  tour  of  inspection  was 
first  made,  occupying  four  months.  Mr.  Hayes  deter- 
mined to  move  to  Delaware,  where  the  family  arrived 
in  1817.  He  died  July  22,  1822,  a  victim  of  malarial 
fever,  less  than  three  months  before  the  birth  of  the 
son,  of  whom  we  now  write.  Mrs.  Hayes,  in  her  sore  be- 
reavement, found  the  support  she  so  much  needed  in 
her  brother  Sardis,  who  had  been  a  member  of  the 
household  from  the  day  of  its  departure  from  Ver- 
mont, and  in  an  orphan  girl  whom  she  had  adopted 
some  time  before  as  an  act  of  charity. 

Mrs.  Hayes  at  this  period  was  very  weak,  and  the 
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subject  of  this  sketch  was  so  feeble  at  birtli  that  he 
was  not  expected  to  live  beyond  a  month  or  two  at 
most.  As  the  months  went  by  he  grew  weaker  and 
weaker,  so  that  the  neighbors  were  in  the  habit  of  in- 
quiring from  time  to  time  "  if  Mrs.  Hayes'  baby  died 
iast  night."  On  one  occasion  a  neighbor,  who  was  on 
familiar  terms  with  the  family,  after  alluding  to  the 
boy's  big  head,  and  the  mother's  assiduous  care  of 
nim,  said  in  a  bantering  way,  "  That's  right !  Stick  to 
him.  You  have  got  him  along  so  far,  and  I  shouldn't 
wonder  if  he  would  really  come  to  something  yet." 

"  You  need  not  laugh,"  said  Mrs.  Hayes.  "  You 
■vait  and  see.  You  can't  tell  but  I  shall  make  him 
President  of  the  United  States  yet."  The  boy  lived, 
in  spite  of  the  universal  predictions  of  his  speedy 
death;  and  when,  in  T825,  his  older  brother  was 
drowned,  he  became,  if  possible,  still  dearer  to  bis 
mother. 

The  boy  was  seven  years  old  before  he  went  to 
school.  His  education,  however,  was  not  neglected. 
He  probably  learned  as  much  from  his  mother  and 
sister  as  he  would  have  done  at  school.  His  sports 
were  almost  wholly  within  doors,  his  playmates  being 
his  sister  and  her  associates.  These  circumstances 
tended,  no  doubt,  to  foster  that  gentleness  of  dispo- 
sition, and  that  delicate  consideration  for  the  feelings 
of  others,  which  are  marked  traits  of  his  character. 

His  uncle  Sardis  Birchard  took  'he  deepest  interest 
in  his  education ;  and  as  the  boy's  health  had  im- 
proved, and  he  was  making  good  progress  in  his 
studies,  he  proposed  to  send  him  to  college.  His  pre- 
paration commenced  with  a  tutor  at  home;  but  he 
was  afterwards  sent  for  one  year  to  a  professor  in  the 
Wesleyan  University,  in  Middletown,  Conn.  He  en- 
tered Kenyon  College  in  1838,  at  the  age  of  sixteen, 
and  was  graduated  at  the  head  of  his  class  in   1842. 

Immediately  after  his  graduation  he  began  the 
study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Thomas  Sparrow,  Esq., 
in  Columbus.  Finding  his  opportunities  for  study  in 
Columbus  somewhat  limited,  he  determined  to  enter 
the  Law  School  at  Cambridge,  Mass.,  where  he  re- 
mained two  years. 

In  1845,  after  graduating  at  the  Law  School,  he  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  at  Marietta,  Ohio,  and  shortly 
afterward  went  into  practice  as  an  attorney-at-law 
with  Ralph  P.  Buckland,  of  Fremont.  Here  he  re- 
mained three  years,  acquiring  but  a  limited  practice, 
and  apparently  unambitious  of  distinction  in  his  pro- 
fession. 

In  1849  he  moved  to  Cincinnati,  where  his  ambi- 
tion found  a  new  stimulus.  For  several  years,  how- 
ever, his  progress  was  slow.  Two  events,  occurring  at 
this  period,  had  a  powerful  influence  upon  his  subse- 
(;uent  life.  One  of  these  was  his  marrage  with  Miss 
Lucy  Ware  Webb,  daughter  of  Dr.  James  Webb,  of 
Chilicothe;  the  other  was  his  introduction  to  the  Cin- 
cinnati Literary  Club,  a  body  embracing  among  its 
members  such  men  as'^hief  Justice  Salmon  P.  Chase, 


Gen.  John  Pope,  Gov.  Edward  F.  Noyes,  and  many 
others  hardly  less  distinguished  in  after  life.  The 
marriage  was  a  fortunate  one  in  every  respect,  as 
everybody  knows.  Not  one  of  all  the  wives  of  our 
Presidents  was  more  universally  admired,  reverenced 
and  beloved  than  was  Mrs.  Hayes,  and  no  one  did 
more  than  she  to  reflect  honor  upon  American  woman- 
hood. The  Literary  Cluu  brought  Mr.  Hayes  into 
constant  association  with  young  men  of  high  char- 
acter and  noble  aims,  and  lured  him  to  display  the 
qualities  so  long  hidden  by  his  bashfulness  and 
modesty. 

In  1856  he  was  nominated  to  the  office  of  Judg?  of 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  ;  but  he  declined  to  ac- 
cept the  nomination.  Two  years  later,  the  office  ok 
city  solicitor  becoming  vacant,  the  City  Council 
elected  him  for  the  unexpired  term. 

In  1 86 1,  when  the  Rebellion  broke  out,  he  was  at 
the  zenith  of  his  professional  life.  His  rank  at  the 
bar  was  among  the  the  first.  But  the  news  of  the 
attack  on  Fort  Sumpter  found  him  eager  to  take  up 
arms  for  the  defense  of  his  country. 

His  military  record  was  bright  and  illustrious.  In 
October,  186 1,  he  was  made  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and 
in  August,  1862,  promoted  Colonel  of  the  7gth  Ohio 
regiment,  but  he  refused  to  leave  his  old  comrades 
and  go  among  strangers.  Subsequently,  however,  he 
was  made  Colonel  of  his  old  regiment.  At  the  battle 
of  South  Mountain  he  received  a  wound,  and  while 
faint  and  bleeding  displayed  courage  and  fortitude 
that  won  admiration  from  all. 

Col.  Hayes  was  detached  from  his  regiment,  after 
his  recovery,  to  act  as  Brigadier-General,  and  placed 
in  command  of  the  celebrated  Kanawha  division, 
and  for  gallant  and  meritorious  services  in  the  battles 
of  Winchester,  Fisher's  Hill  and  Cedar  Creek,  he  was 
promoted  Brigadier-General.  He  was  also  brevetted 
Major-General,  "for gallant  and  distinguished  services 
during  the  campaigns  of  1864,  in  West  Virginia."  In 
the  course  of  his  arduous  services,  four  horses  were 
shot  from  under  him,  and  he  v/as  wounded  four  times. 

In  1864,  Gen.  Hayes  was  elected  to  Congress,  from 
the  Second  Ohio  District,  which  had  long  been  Dem- 
ocratic. He  was  not  present  during  the  campaign, 
and  after  his  election  was  importuned  to  resign  his 
commission  in  the  army  ;  but  he  finally  declared,  "  I 
shall  never  come  to  Washington  until  I  can  come  by 
the  way  of  Richmond."  He  was  re-elected  in  1S66. 

lo  1867,  Gen  Hayes  was  elected  Governor  of  Ohio, 
over  Hon.  Allen  G.  Thurman,  a  popular  Democrat. 
In  1869  was  re-elected  over  George  H.  Pendleton. 
He  was  elected  Governor  for  the  tliird  term  in   r875. 

In  1876  he  was  the  standard  bearer  of  the  Repvib- 
lican  Party  in  the  Presidential  contest,  and  after  a 
hard  long  contest  was  chosen  President,  and  was  in 
augurated  Monday,  March  5,  1875.  He  served  his 
full  term,  not,  however,  with  satisfaction  to  his  party, 
but  his  administration  was  an  average  op.= 
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AMES  A.  GARFIELD,  twen- 
tieth President  of  the  United 
'  States,    was    born    Nov.    19, 
331,  in  the  woods  of  Orange, 
Cuyahoga  Co.,  O      His   par- 
ents were  Abram  and    Ehza 
(Ballou)    Garfield,   both   of  New 
gland  ancestry  and  from  fami- 
ies  well  known  in  the  early  his- 
:ory  of  that  section  of  our  coun- 
try, but  had  moved  to  the  Western 
Reserve,  in  Ohio,  early  in  its  settle- 
ment. 

The  house  in  which  James  A.  was 
bom  was  not  unlike  the  houses  of 
\  poor  Ohio  farmers  of  that  day.  It 
..ds  about  20x30  feet,  built  of  logs,  with  the  spaces  be- 
tween the  logs  filled  with  clay.  His  father  was  a 
aard  working  farmer,  and  he  soon  had  his  fields 
cleared,  an  orchard  planted,  and  a  log  barn  built 
The  household  comprised  the  father  and  mother  and 
dieir  four  children— Mehetabel,  Thomas,  Mary  and 
Tames.  In  May,  1823,  the  father,  from  a  cold  con- 
;racted  in  helping  to  put  out  a  forest  five,  died.  At 
diis  time  Tames  was  about  eighteen  months  old,  and 
rhomas  about  ten  years  old.  No  one,  perhaps,  can 
cell  how  much  James  was  indebted  to  his  brothei  s 
toil  and  self-sacrifice  during  the  twenty  years  suc- 
ceeding his  father's  death,  but  undoubtedly  very 
much.  He  now  lives  in  Michigan,  and  the  two  sis- 
ters live  in  Solon,  O.,  near  their  birthplace. 

The  early  educational  advantages  young  Gartieid 
enjoyed  were  very  limited,  yet  he  made  the  most  ot 
them.  He  labored  at  farm  work  for  others,  did  car- 
penter work,  chopped  wood,  or  did  anything  that 
would  bring  in  a  few  dollars  to  aid  his  widowed 
mother  in  he-  =t.nggles  to  keep  the  little  family  to- 


i>ether.  Nor  was  Gen.  Garfield  ever  ashamed  of  his 
origin,  and  he  never  forgot  the  friends  of  his_  strug- 
gling childhood,  youth  and  manhood,  neither  did  they 
ever  forget  him.  When  in  the  highest  seats  of  honor, 
the  humblest  fiiend  of  his  boyhood  was  as  kindly 
greeted  as  ever.  The  poorest  laborer  was  sure  of  the 
sympathy  of  one  who  had  known  all  the  bitterness 
of  want  and  the  sweetness  of  bread  earned  by  the 
sweat  of  the  brow.  He  was  ever  the  simple,  plain, 
modest  gendeman. 

The  highest  ambition  of  young  Garfield  until  he 
was  about  sixteen  years  old  was  to  be  a  captain  of 
a  vessel  on  Lake  Erie.  He  was  anxious  to  go  aboard 
a  vessel,  which  his  mother  strongly  opposed.  She 
finally  consented  to  his  going  to  Cleveland,  with  the 
understanding,  however,  that  he  should  try  to  obtain 
some  other  kind  of  employment.  He  walked  all  the 
way  to  Cleveland.  This  was  his  first  visit  to  the  city. 
After  making  many  applications  for  work,  and  trying 
to  get  aboard  a  lake  vessel,  and  not  meeting  witn 
success,  he  engaged  as  a  driver  for  his  cousin,  Amos 
Letcher,  on  the  Ohio  &  Pennsylvania  Canal.  He  re- 
mained at  this  work  but  a  short  time  when  he  went 
home,  and  attended  the  seminar/  at  Chester  lor 
about  three  vears,  when  he  entered  Hiram  and  the 
Eclectic  Institute,  teaching  a  few  terms  of  school  in 
the  meantime,  and  doing  other  work.  This  school 
was  started  by  the  Disciples  of  Christ  in  1850,  ol 
which  church  he  was  then  a  member.  He  became 
janitor  and  bell-ringer  In  order  to  help  pay  his  way. 
He  then  became  both  teacher  and  pupil.  He_  soon 
"  exhausted  Hiram  "  and  needed  more  ;  hence,  in  the 
fall  of  1854,  he  entered  Williams  College,  from  which 
he  graduated  in  i8s6,  taking  one  of  the  highest  hon- 
ors of  his  class.  He  after^vards  returned  to  Hiram 
College  as  its  President.  As  above  stated,  he  eady 
united  with  the  Christian  or  Diciples  Cnurch  at 
Hiram,  and  was  ever  after  a  devoted,  zealous  mem- 
ber often  preaching  in  Its  pidpit  and  places  where 
he  happened  to  be.  Dr.  Noah  Porter,  President  of 
Yale  Qollege,  says  of  him  In  reference  to  his  religion ; 
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"  President  Garfield  was  more  than  a  man  of 
strong  moral  and  religious  convictions.  His  whole 
history,  from  boyhood  to  the  last,  shows  that  duty  to 
man  and  to  God,  and  devotion  to  Christ  and  life  and 
faith  and  spiritual  commission  were  controlling  springs 
of  his  benig,  and  to  a  more  than  usual  degree.  In 
my  judgment  there  is  no  more  interesting  feature  of 
his  character  than  his  loyal  allegiance  to  the  body  of 
Christians  in  which  he  was  trained,  and  the  fervent 
sympathy  which  he  ever  showed  in  their  Christian 
communion.  Not  many  of  the  few  'wise  and  mighty 
and  noble  who  are  called'  show  a  similar  loyalty  to 
the  less  stately  and  cultured  Christian  comnmnions 
in  which  they  have  been  reared.  Too  often  it  is  true 
that  as  they  step  upward  in  social  and  political  sig- 
nificance they  step  upward  from  one  degree  to 
another  in  some  of  the  many  types  of  fashionable 
Christianity.  President  Garfield  adhered  to  the 
church  of  his  mother,  the  church  in  which  he  was 
trained,  and  in  which  he  served  as  a  pillar  and  an 
evangelist,  and  yet  with  the  largest  and  most  unsec- 
larian  charity  for  all  'wholoveour  Lord  in  sincerity.'" 

Mr.  Garfield  was  united  in  r^Trriage  with  Miss 
Lucretia  Rudolph,  Nov.  1 1,  1858,  who  proved  herself 
worthy  as  the  wife  of  one  whom  all  the  world  loved  and 
mourned.  To  them  were  born  seven  children,  five  of 
whom  are  still  living,  four  boys  and  one  girl. 

Mr.  Garfield  made  his  first  political  speeches  in  1856, 
in  Hiram  and  the  neighboring  villages,  and  three 
years  later  he  began  to  speak  at  county  mass-meet- 
ings, and  became  the  favorite  speaker  wherever  he 
was.  During  this  year  he  was  elected  to  the  Ohio 
Senate.  He  also  began  to  study  law  at  Cleveland, 
and  in  1861  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  The  great 
Rebellion  broke  out  in  the  early  part  of  this  year, 
and  Mr.  Garfield  at  once  resolved  to  fight  as  he  had 
talked,  and  enlisted  to  defend  the  old  flag.  He  re- 
ceived his  commission  as  Lieut. -Colonel  of  the  Forty- 
second  Regiment  of  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  Aug. 
14,1861.  He  was  immediately  put  into  active  ser- 
vice, and  before  he  had  ever  seen  a  gun  fired  in  action, 
was  placed  in  command  of  four  regiments  of  infantry 
and  eight  companies  of  cavalry,  charged  with  the 
work  of  driving  out  of  his  native  State  the  officer 
(Humphrey  Marshall)  reputed  to  be  the  ablest  of 
those,  not  educated  to  war  whom  Kentucky  had  given 
to  the  Rebellion.  This  work  was  bravely  and  speed- 
ily accomplished,  although  against  great  odds.  Pres- 
ident Lincoln,  on  his  .success  commissioned  him 
Brigadier-General,  Jan.  10,  1862;  and  as  "he  had 
been  the  youngest  man  in  the  Ohio  Senate  two  years 
before,  so  now  he  was  the  youngest  General  in  the 
army."  He  was  with  Gen.  Buell's  army  at  Shiloh, 
in  its  operations  around  Corinth  and  its  march  through 
Alabama.  He  was  then  detailed  as  a  member  of  the 
General  Court-Martial  for  the  trial  of  Gen.  Fitz-John 
Porter.  He  was  then  ordered  to  report  to  Gen.  Rose- 
crans,  and  was  assigned  to  the  "  Chief  of  Staff." 

The  military  b'story  of  Gen.  Garfield  closed  with 


his  brilliant  services  at  Chickamauga,  where  he  wotr 
the  stars  of  the  Major-General. 

Without  an  effort  on  his  part  Gei?  Garfield  waff 
elected  to  Congress  in  the  fall  of  1862  from  the 
Nineteenth  District  of  Ohio.  This  section  of  Ohio 
had  been  represented  in  Congress  for  sixty  years 
mainly  by  two  men — Elisha  Whittlesey  and  Joshua 
R.  Giddings.  It  was  not  without  a  struggle  that  he 
resigned  his  place  in  the  army.  At  the  time  he  en- 
tered Congress  he  was  the  youngest  member  in  thai 
body.  Ther<?  he  remained  by  successive  re- 
elections  until  he  was  elected  President  in  1880. 
Of  his  labors  in  Congress  Senator  Hoar  says  :  "  Since 
the  year  1864  you  cannot  think  of  a  question  which 
has  been  debated  in  Congress,  or  discussed  before  a 
tribunel  of  the  American  people,  in  regard  to  which 
you  will  not  find,  if  you  wish  mstruction,  the  argu- 
ment on  one  side  stated,  in  almost  every  instance 
belter  than  by  anybody  else,  in  some  speech  made  in 
the  House  of  Representatives  or  on  the  hustings  by 
Mr.  Garfield." 

Upon  Jan.  14,  1880,  Gen.  Garfield  was  elected  to 
the  U.  S.  Senate,  and  on  the  eighth  of  June,  of  the 
same  year,  was  nominated  as  the  candidate  of  his 
party  for  President  at  the  great  Chicago  Convention. 
He  was  elected  in  the  following  November,  and  on 
March  4,  1S81,  was  inaugurated.  Probably  no  ad- 
ministration ever  opened  its  existence  under  brighter 
auspices  than  that  of  President  Garfield,  and  every 
day  it  grew  in  favor  with  the  people,  and  by  the  first 
of  July  he  had  completed  all  the  initiatory  and  pre- 
liminary work  of  his  administration  and  was  prepar- 
ing to  leave  the  city  to  meet  his  friends  at  Williams 
College.  While  on  his  way  and  at  the  depot,  in  com- 
pany with  Secretary  Blaine,  a  man  stepped  behind 
him,  drew  a  revolver,  and  fired  directly  at  his  back. 
The  President  tottered  and  fell,  and  as  he  did  so  the 
assassin  fired  a  second  shot,  the  bullet  cutting  the 
left  coat  sleeve  of  his  victim,  but  inflicting  no  further 
injury.  It  has  been  very  truthfully  said  that  this  was 
"  the  shot  that  was  heard  round  the  world  "  Never 
before  in  the  history  of  the  Nation  had  anything  oc- 
curred which  so  nearly  froze  the  blood  of  the  people 
for  the  moment,  as  this  awful  deed.  He  was  smit- 
ten on  the  brightest,  gladdest  day  of  all  his  life,  and 
was  at  the  summit  of  his  power  and  hope.  For  eighty 
days,  all  during  the  hot  months  of  July  and  August, 
he  lingered  and  suffered.  He,  however,  remained 
master  of  himself  till  the  last,  and  by  his  magnificent 
bearing  was  teaching  the  country  and  the  world  the 
noblest  of  human  lessons — how  to  live  grandly  in  the 
very  clutch  of  death.  Great  in  life,  he  was  surpass- 
ingly great  in  death.  He  passed  serenely  away  Sept. 
19,  1883,  at  Elberon,  N.  J.,  on  the  very  bank  of  the 
ocean,  where  he  had  been  taken  shortly  previous.  The 
world  wept  at  his  death,  as  it  never  had  done  on  the 
death  of  any  other  man  who  had  ever  lived  upon  it. 
The  murderer  was  duly  tried,  found  guilty  and  exe- 
cuted, in  one  year  after  he  committed  the  foui  deed. 
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HESTER      A.      ARTHUR, 

twenty-first    Presi-^.^ui   of  the 

United   States,    was    bom    in 

Franklin  Cour.ty,  Vermont,  on 

thefifthofOdober,  1830,  and  is 

the  oldest   of  a   family    of  two 

sons  and    five   daughters.     His 

father  was  the  Rev.  Dr.  William 

Arthur,  aBaptistc'',rgyman,who 

emigrated  to  tb'.s  countr)-  from 

the  county  Ant  dm,  Ireland,   in 

his  i8th  year,  and  died  in  1875,  in 

|'\  Newtonville,   neai    Albany,   after  a 

long  and  successful  ministry. 

Young  Arthur  was  educated  at 
Union  College,  S(  henectady,  where 
he  excelled  in  all  his  studies.  Af- 
ter his  graduation  he  taught  school 
in  Vermont  for  two  years,  and  at 
the  expiration  of  that  time  came  to 
<m/  New  York,  with  $500  in  his  pocket, 
and  entered  the  office  of  ex-Judge 
E.  D.  Culver  as  student.  After 
i  being  admitted  to  the  bar  he  formed 
i.  partnership  with  his  intimate  friend  and  room-mate, 
Henry  D.  Gardiner,  with  the  intention  of  practicing 
in  the  West,  and  for  three  months  they  roamed  about 
\n  the  Western  States  in  search  of  an  eligible  site, 
but  in  the  end  returned  to  New  York,  where  they 
hung  out  their  shingle,  and  entered  upon  a  success- 
ful career  almost  from  the  start.  General  Arthur 
soon  afterward  nia.rppd  the  daughter  of  Lieutenant 


Herndon,  of  the  United  States  Navy,  who  was  lost  at 
sea.  Congress  voted  a  gold  medal  to  his  widow  in 
recognition  of  the  bravery  he  displayed  on  that  occa- 
sion. Mrs.  Arthur  died  shortly  before  Mr.  Arthur's 
nomination  to  the  Vice  Presidency,  leaving  two 
children. 

Gen.  Arthur  obtained  considerable  legal  celebrity 
in  his  first  great  case,  the  famous  Lemmon  suit, 
brought  to  recover  possession  of  eight  slaves  who  had 
been  declared  free  by  Judge  Paine,  of  the  Superior 
Court  of  New  York  City.  It  was  in  1852  that  Jon. 
athan  Lemmon,  of  Virginia,  went  to  New  York  with 
his  slaves,  intending  to  ship  them  to  Texas,  when 
they  were  discovered  and  freed.  The  Judge  decided 
that  they  could  not  be  held  by  the  pwner  under  the 
Fugitive  Slave  Law.  A  howl  of  rage  went  up  from 
the  South,  and  the  Virginia  Legislature  authorized  the 
Attorney  General  of  that  State  to  assist  in  an  appeal. 
Wm.  M.  Evarts  and  Chester  A.  Arthur  were  employed 
to  represent  the  People,  and  they  won  their  case, 
which  then  went  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States.  Charles  O'Conor  here  espoused  the  cause 
of  the  slave-holders,  but  he  too  was  beaten  by  Messrs 
Evarts  and  Arthur,  and  a  long  step  was  taken  toward 
the  emancipation  of  the  black  race. 

Another  great  service  was  rendered  by  General 
Arthur  in  the  same  cause  in  1856.  Lizzie  Jennings, 
a  respectable  colored  woman,  was  put  off  a  Fourth 
Avenue  car  with  violence  after  she  had  paid  her  fare. 
General  Arthur  sued  on  her  behalf,  and  secured  a 
verdict  of  $500  damages.  The  next  day  the  compa- 
ny  issued  an  order  to  admit  colored  persons  to  ride 
on  their  cars,  and  the  other  car  companies  quickly 
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followed  their  example.  Before  that  the  Sixth  Ave- 
nue Company  ran  a  few  special  cars  for  colored  per- 
sons and  the  other  lines  refused  to  let  them  ride  at  all. 

General  Arthur  was  a  delegate  to  the  Convention 
at  Saratoga  that  founded  the  Republican  party. 
Previous  to  the  war  he  was  Judge-Advocate  of  the 
Second  Brigade  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  Gov- 
ernor Morgan,  of  that  State,  appointed  hnn  Engineer- 
in-Chief  of  his  staff.  In  1861,  he  was  made  Inspec- 
tor General,  and  soon  afterward  became  Quartermas- 
ter-General. In  each  of  these  offices  he  rendered 
great  service  to  the  Government  during  the  war.  At 
the  end  of  Governor  Morgan's  term  he  resumed  the 
practice  of  the  law,  forming  a  partnership  with  Mr. 
Ransom,  and  then  Mr.  Phelps,  the  District  Attorney 
of  New  York,  was  added  to  the  firm.  The  legal  prac- 
tice of  this  well-known  firm  was  very  large  and  lucra- 
tive, each  of  the  gentlemen  composing  it  were  able 
lawyers,  and  possessed  a  splendid  local  reputation,  if 
not  indeed  one  of  national  extent. 

He  always  took  a  leading  part  in  State  and  city 
politics.  He  was  appointed  Collector  of  the  Port  of 
New  York  by  President  Grant,  Nov.  21,  1872,  to  suc- 
ceed Thomas  Murphy,  and  held  the  office  until  July, 
20,  1878,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  Collector  Merritt. 

Mr.  Arthur  was  nominated  on  the  Presidential 
ticket,  with  Gen.  James  A.  Garfield,  at  the  famous 
National  Republican  Convention  held  at  Chicago  in 
June,  1880.  This  was  perhaps  the  greatest  political 
convention  that  ever  assembled  on  the  continent.  It 
was  composed  of  the  hading  politicians  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  all  able  men,  and  each  stood  firm  and 
fought  vigorously  and  with  signal  tenacity  for  their 
respective  candidates  that  were  before  the  conven- 
tion for  the  nomination.  Finally  Gen.  Garfield  re- 
ceived the  nomination  for  President  and  Gen.  Arthur 
for  Vice-President.  The  campaign  which  followed 
was  one  of  the  most  animated  known  in  the  history  of 
our  country.  Gen.  Hancock,  the  standard-bearer  of 
the  Democratic  party,  was  a  popular  man,  and  his 
party  made  a  valiant  fight  for  his  election. 

Finally  the  election  came  and  the  country's  choice 
was  Garfield  and  Arthur.  They  were  inaugurated 
iViarch  4,  1 88 1,  as  President  and  Vice-President. 
A  few  months  only  had  passed  ere  the  newly  chosen 
President  was  the  victim  of  the  assassin's  bullet.  Then 
came  terrible  weeks  of  suffering, — those  moments  of 
anxious  suspense,  when  the  hearts  of  all  civilized  na- 


tions were  throbbing  in  unison,  longing  for  the  re- 
covery of  the  noble,  the  good  President.  The  remark- 
able patience  that  he  manifested  during  those  hours 
and  weeks,  and  even  months,  of  the  most  terrible  suf- 
fering man  has  often  been  called  upon  to  endure,  was 
seemingly  more  than  human.  It  was  certainly  God- 
like. During  all  this  period  of  deepest  anxiety  Mr. 
Arthur's  every  move  was  watched,  and  be  it  said  to  his 
credit  that  his  every  action  displayed  only  an  earnest 
desire  that  the  suffering  Garfield  might  recover,  to 
serve  the  remainder  of  the  term  he  had  so  auspi- 
ciously begun.  Not  a  selfish  feeling  was  manifested 
in  deed  or  look  of  this  man,  even  though  the  most 
honored  position  in  the  world  was  at  any  moment 
likely  to  fall  to  him. 

At  last  God  in  his  mercy  relieved  President  Gar- 
field from  further  suffering,  and  the  world,  as  never 
before  in  its  history  over  the  death  of  any  other 
man,  wept  at  his  bier.  Then  it  became  the  duty  of 
the  Vice  President  to  assume  the  responsibilities  of 
the  high  office,  and  he  took  the  oath  in  New  York. 
Sept.  20,  i88r.  The  position  was  an  embarrassing 
one  to  him,  made  doubly  so  from  the  facts  that  all 
eyes  were  on  him,  anxious  to  know  what  he  would  do, 
what  policy  he  would  pursue,  and  who  he  would  se- 
lect as  advisers.  The  duties  of  the  office  had  been 
greatly  neglected  during  the  President's  long  illness, 
and  many  important  measures  were  to  be  immediately 
decided  by  him ;  and  still  farther  to  embarrass  him  he 
did  not  fail  to  realize  under  what  circumstances  he 
became  President,  and  knew  the  feelings  of  many  on 
this  point.  Under  these  trying  circumstances  President 
Arthur  took  the  reins  of  the  Government  in  his  own 
hands ;  and,  as  embarrassing  as  were  the  condition  of 
affairs,  he  happily  surprised  the  nation,  acting  so 
wisely  that  but  few  criticised  his  administration. 
He  served  the  nation  well  and  faithfully,  until  tlie 
close  of  his  administration,  March  4,  1885,  and  was 
a  popular  candidate  before  his  party  for  a  second 
term.  His  name  was  ably  presented  before  the  con- 
vention at  Chicago,  and  was  received  with  great 
favor,  and  doubtless  but  for  the  personal  popularity 
of  one  of  the  opposing  candidates,  he  would  have 
been  selected  as  the  standard-bearer  of  his  party 
for  another  campaign.  He  retired  to  private  life  car- 
rying with  him  the  best  wishes  of  the  American  peo- 
ple, whom  he  had  served  in  a  manner  satisfactory 
to  them  and  with  credit  to  himself 
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TEPHEN  GROVER  CLEVE- 
LAND,the  twenty- second  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  was 
born  in  1837,  in  the  obscure 
town  of  Caldwell,  Essex  Co., 
N.  J.,  and  in  a  little  two-and-a- 
half-story  white  house  which  is  still 
standing,  characteristically  to  mark 
the  humble  birth-place  of  one  of 
America's  great  men  in  striking  con- 
trast with  the  Old  World,  where  all 
men  high  in  office  must  be  high  in 
origin  and  born  in  the  cradle  of 
wealth.  When  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  three  years  of  age,  his 
father,  who  was  a  Presbyterian  min- 
ister, with  a  large  family  and  a  small  salary,  moved, 
by  way  of  the  Hudson  River  and  Erie  Canal,  to 
Fayetteville,  in  search  of  an  increased  income  and  a 
larger  field  of  work.  Fayetteville  was  then  the  most 
straggling  of  country  villages,  about  five  miles  from 
Pompey  Hill,  where  Governor  Seymour  was  born. 

At  the  last  mentioned  place  young  Grover  com- 
menced going  to  school  in  the  "good,  old-fashioned 
way,"  and  presumably  distinguished  himself  after  the 
manner  of  all  village  boys,  in  doing  the  things  he 
ought  not  to  do.  Such  is  the  distinguishing  trait  of 
all  geniuses  and  independent  thinkers.  When  he 
arrived  at  the  age  of  14  years,  he  had  outgrown  the 
capacity  of  the  village  school  and  expressed  a  most 


emphatic  desire  to  be  sent  to  an  academy.  To  this 
his  father  decidedly  objected.  Academies  in  those 
days  cost  money;  besides,  his  father  wanted  him  to 
become  self-supporting  by  the  quickest  possible 
means,  and  this  at  that  time  in  Fayetteyille  seemed 
to  be  a  position  in  a  country  store,  where  his  father 
and  the  large  family  on  his  hands  had  considerable 
influence.  Grover  was  to  be  paid  $50  for  his  services 
the  first  year,  and  if  he  proved  trustworthy  he  was  to 
receive  $[oo  the  second  year.  Here  the  lad  com- 
menced his  career  as  salesman,  and  in  two  years  he 
had  earned  so  good  a  reputation  for  trustworthiness 
that  his  employers  desired  to  retain  him  for  an  in- 
definite length  of  time.  Otherwise  he  did  not  ex- 
hibit as  yet  any  particular  "  flashes  of  genius  "  or 
eccentricities  of  talent.  He  was  simply  a  good  boy. 
But  instead  of  remaining  with  this  firm  in  Fayette- 
ville, he  went  with  the  family  in  their  removal  to 
Clinton,  where  he  had  an  opportunity  of  attending  a 
high  school.  Here  he  industriously  pursued  his 
studies  until  the  family  removed  with  him  to  a  point 
on  Black  River  known  as  the  "  Holland  Patent,"  a 
village  of  500  or  600  people,  15  miles  north  of  Utica, 
N.  Y.  At  this  place  his  father  died,  after  preaching 
but  three  Sundays.  This  event  broke  up  the  family, 
and  Grover  set  out  for  New  York  City  to  accept,  at  a 
small  salary,  the  position  of  "  under-teacher  "  in  an 
asylum  for  the  blind.  He  taught  faithfully  for  two 
years,  and  although  he  obtained  a  good  reputation  in 
this  capacity,  he  concluded  that  teaching  was  not  his 
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calling  for  life,  and,  reversing  the  traditional  order, 
he  left  the  city  to  seek  his  fortune,  instead  of  going 
to  a  city.  He  first  thought  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  as 
there  was  some  charm  in  that  name  for  him;  but 
before  proceeding  to  that  place  he  went  to  Buffalo  to 
Tsk  the  advice  of  his  uncle,  Lewis  F.  Allan,  a  noted 
stock-breeder  of  that  place.  The  latter  did  not 
speak  enthusiastically.  "  What  is  it  you  want  to  do, 
my  boy?"  he  asked.  "Well,  sir,  I  want  to  study 
law,"  was  the  reply.  "  Good  gracious !  "  remarked 
ihe  old  gentleman ;  "  do  you,  indeed  ?  What  ever  put 
that  into  your  head  ?  How  much  money  have  you 
got?"  "Well,  sir,  to  tell  the  truth,  I  haven't  got 
any." 

After  a  long  consultation,  his  uncle  offered  him  a 
place  temporarily  as  assistant  herd-keeper,  at  I50  a 
year,  while  he  could  "  look  around."  One  day  soon 
afterward  he  boldly  walked  into  the  office  of  Rogers, 
Bowen  &  Rogers,  of  Buffalo,  and  told,  them  what  he 
wanted.  A  number  of  young  men  were  already  en- 
gaged in  the  office,  but  Grover's  persistency  won,  and 
he  was  finally  permitted  to  come  as  an  office  boy  and 
have  the  use  of  the  law  library,  for  the  nominal  sum 
of  $3  or  $4  a  week.  Out  of  this  he  had  to  pay  for 
his  board  and  washing.  The  walk  to  and  from  his 
uncle's  was  a  long  and  rugged  one;  and,  although 
the  first  winter  was  a  memorably  severe  one,  his 
shoes  were  out  of  repair  and  his  overcoat — he  had 
none — yet  he  was  nevertheless  prompt  and  regular. 
On  the  first  day  of  his  service  here,  his  senior  em- 
ployer threw  down  a  copy  of  Blackstone  before  him 
with  a  bang  tjiat  made  the  dust  fly,  saying  "That's 
where  they  all  begin."  A  titter  ran  around  the  little 
circle  of  clerks  and  students,  as  they  thought  that 
was  enough  to  scare  young  Grover  out  of  his  plans  ; 
but  indue  time  he  mastered  that  cumbersome  volume. 
Then,  as  ever  afterward,  however,  Mr.  Cleveland 
exhibited  a  talent  for  executiveness  rather  than  for 
chasing  principles  through  all  their  metaphysical 
possibilities.  "  Let  us  quit  talking  and  go  and  do 
it,"  was  practically  his  motto. 

The  first  public  office  to  which  Mr.  Cleveland  was 
ejected  was  that  of  Sheriff  of  Erie  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in 
which  Buffalo  is  situated;  and  in  such  capacity  it  fell 
to  his  duty  to  inflict  capital  punishment  upon  two 
criminals.  Li  1881  he  was  elected  Mayor  of  the 
City  of  Buffalo,  on  tlie  Democratic  ticket,  with  es- 
pecial reference  to  the  bringing  about  certain  reforms 


in  the  administration  of  the  municipal  affairs  of  that 
city.  In  this  office,  as  well  as  that  of  Sheriff,  his 
performance  of  duty  has  generally  been  considered 
fair,  with  possibly  a  few  exceptions  which  were  fer- 
reted out  and  magnified  during  the  last  Presidential 
campaign.  As  a  specimen  of  his  plain  language  in 
a  veto  message,  we  quote  from  one  vetoing  an  iniqui- 
tous street-cleaning  contract :  "  This  is  a  time  for 
plain  speech,  and  my  objection  to  your  action  shall 
be  plainly  stated.  I  regard  it  as  tlie  culmination  of 
a  mos  bare-faced,  impudent  and  shameless  scheme 
to  betray  the  interests  of  the  people  and  to  worse 
than  squander  the  people's  money."  The  New  York 
Sun  afterward  very  highly  commended  Mr.  Cleve- 
land's administration  as  Mayor  of  Buffalo,  and  there- 
upon recommended  him  for  Governor  of  the  Empire 
State.  To  the  latter  office  he  was  elected  in  1882, 
and  his  administration  of  the  affairs  of  State  was 
generally  satisfactory.  The  mistakes  he  made,  if 
any,  were  made  very  public  throughout  the  nation 
after  he  was  nominated  for  President  of  the  United 
States.  For  this  high  office  he  was  nominated  July 
II,  1884,  by  the  National  Democratic  Convention  at 
Chicago,  when  other  competitors  were  Thomas  F. 
Bayard,  Roswell  P.  Flower,  Thomas  A.  Hendricks, 
Benjamin  F.  Butler,  Allen  G.  Thurman,  etc.;  and  he 
was  elected  by  the  people,  by  a  majority  of  about  a 
thousand,  over  the  brilliant  and  long-tried  Repub- 
lican statesman,  James  G.  Blaine.  President  Cleve- 
land resigned  his  office  as  Governor  of  New  York  in 
January,  1885,  in  order  to  prepare  for  his  duties  as 
the  Chief  Executive  of  the  United  States,  in  which 
capacity  his  term  commenced  at  noon  on  the  4th  of 
March,  1885.  For  his  Cabinet  officers  he  selected 
the  following  gentlemen:  For  Secretary  of  State, 
Thomas  F.  Bayard,  of  Delaware ;  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  Daniel  Manning,  of  New  York  ;  Secretary 
of  War,  William  C.  Endicott,  of  Massachusetts; 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  William  C.  Whitney,  of  New 
York ;  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  L.  Q.  C.  Lamar,  of 
Mississippi;  Postmaster-General,  William  F.  Vilas, 
of  Wisconsin ;  Attorney-General,  A.  H.  Garland,  of 
Arkansas. 

The  silver  question  precipitated  a  controversy  be- 
tween those  who  were  in  favor  of  the  continuance  of 
silver  coinage  and  those  who  were  opposed,  Mr. 
Cleveland  answering  for  the  latter,  even  before  his 
inauguration. 
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:ENJAMIN  HARRISON,  the 
twenty-third  President,  is 
the  descendant  of  one  of  the 
liistorical  families  of  this 
country.  The  head  of  the 
family  was  a  Major  General 
Harrison,  one  of  Oliver 
Cromwell's  trusted  follow- 
ers and  fighters.  In  the  zenith  of  Crom- 
well's power  it  becaAe  the  duty  of  this 
Harrison  to  participate  ni  the  trial  of 
Charles  I,  and  afterward  to  sign  the 
death  warrant  of  the  king.  He  subse- 
quently paid  for  this  with  his  life,  being 
hung  Oct.  13,  1660.  His  descendants 
came  to  America,  and  the  next  of  the 
family  that  appears  in  history  is  Benja- 
rrin  Harrison,  of  Virginia,  great-grand- 
father of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  and 
after  whom  he  was  named.  Benjamin  Harrison 
was  a  member  of  the  Continental  Congress  during 
the  years  1774-5-6,  and  was  one  of  the  original 
signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  He 
was  three  times  elected  Governor  of  Virginia. 
Gen.   William  Henry   Harrison,  the  son  of  the 


distinguished  patriot  of  the  Revolution,  after  a  suc- 
cessful career  as  a  soldier  during  the  War  of  1812, 
and  with -a  clean  record  as  Governor  of  the  North- 
western Territory,  was  elected  President  of  the 
United  States  in  1840.  His  career  was  cut  short 
by  death  within  one  month  after  his  inauguration. 
President  Harrison  was  born  at  North  Bend, 
Hamilton  Co.,  Ohio,  Aug.  20, 1833,  His  life  up  to 
the  time  of  his  graduation  by  the  Miami  University, 
at  Oxford,  Ohio,  was  the  uneventful  one  of  a  coun- 
try lad  of  a  family  of  small  means.  His  father  was 
able  to  give  him  a  good  education,  and  nothing 
more.  He  became  engaged  while  at  college  to  the 
daughter  of  Dr.  Scott,  Principal  of  a  female  school 
at  Oxford.  After  graduating  he  determined  to  en- 
ter upon  the  study  of  the  law.  He  went  to  Cin 
cinnati  and  then  read  law  for  two  years.  At  the 
expiration  of  that  time  young  Harrison  received  th5 
only  inheritance  of  his  life ;  his  aunt  dying  left  bin: 
a  lot  valued  at  §800.  He  regarded  this  legacy  as  t 
fortune,  and  decided  to  get  married  at  once,  taks 
this  money  and  go  to  some  Eastern  town  ani  be- 
gin the  practice  of  law.  He  sold  his  lot,  and  with 
the  monej'  in  his  pocket,  he  started  out  wita  his 
young  wife  to  fight  for  a  place  in  the  world.     Ke 
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decided  to  go  to  Indianapolis,  which  was  even  at 
Uiiit  time  a  town  of  promise.  He  met  with  slight 
encouragement  at  first,  making  scarcely  anything 
tiie  first  year.  He  worked  diligently,  applying  him- 
self closely  to  his  calling,  built  up  an  extensive 
practice  and  took  a  leading  rank  in  the  legal  pro- 
I'ession.     He  is  the  father  of  two  children. 

In  1860  Mr.  Harrison  was  nominated  for  the 
position  of  Supreme  Court  Eeporter,  and  then  be- 
gan his  experience  as  a  stump  speaker.  He  can- 
vassed the  State  thoroughlj%  and  was  elected  by  a 
handsome  majority.  In  1862  he  raised  the  17th 
Indiana  Infantry,  and  was  chosen  its  Colonel.  His 
regiment  was  composed  of  the  rawest  of  material, 
out  Col.  Harrison  employed  all  his  time  at  first 
mastering  military  tactics  and  drilling  his  men, 
when  he  therefore  came  to  move  toward  the  East 
with  Sherman  his  regiment  was  one  of  the  best 
drilled  and  organized  in  the  army.  At  Resaca  he 
especially  distinguished  himself,  and  for  his  bravery 
at  Peachtree  Creek  he  was  made  a  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral, Gen.  Hooker  speaking  of  him  in  the  most 
complimentar}'  terms. 

During  the  absence  of  Gen.  Harrison  in  the  field 
iie  Supreme  Court  declared  the  office  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  Reporter  vacant,  and  another  person 
was  elected  to  the  position.  From  the  time  of  leav- 
ii:g  Indiana  with  his  regiment  until  the  fall  of  1864 
he  had  taken  no  leave  of  absence,  but  having  been 
nominated  that  year  for  the  same  office,  he  got  a 
thirty-day  leave  of  absence,  and  during  that  time 
made  a  brilliant  canvass  of  the  State,  and  was  elected 
for  another  term.  He  then  started  to  rejoin  Sher- 
man, but  on  the  way  was  stricken  down  with  scarlet 
iever,  and  after  a  most  trying  siege  made  his  way 
to  the  front  in  time  to  participate  in  the  closing 
incidents  of  the  war. 

In  1868  Gen.  Harrison  declined  n  re-election  as 
:-«porter,  and  resumed  the  practice  of  law.  In  1876 
he  was  a  candidate  for  Governor.  Although  de- 
feated, the  brilliant  campaign  he  made  won  for  him 
a  National  reputation,  and  he  was  much  sougjit,  es- 
pecia:.y  in  the  East,  to  make  speeches.  In  1880, 
as  usual,  he  took  an  active  part  in  the  campaign, 
and  wii'j  elected  to  the  United  States  Senate.  Here 
ne  served  six  years,  and  was  known  as  one  of  the 
ablest  men,  best  lawyers  and  strongest  debaters  in 


that  body.  "With  the  expiration  of  his  Senatorial 
term  he  returned  to  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
becoming  the  head  of  one  of  the  strongest  firms  in 
the  State. 

The  political  campaign  of  1888  was  one  of  the 
most  memorable  in  the  history  of  our  country.  The 
convention  which  assembled  in  Chicago  in  June  and 
named  Mr.  Harrison  as  the  chief  standard  bearer 
of  the  Republican  party,  was  great  in  every  partic- 
ular, and  on  this  account,  and  the  attitude  it  as- 
sumed ujion  the  vital  questions  of  the  day,  chief 
among  which  was  the  tariff,  awoke  a  deep  interest 
in  the  campaign  throughout  the  Nation.  Shortly 
after  the  nomination  delegations  began  to  visit  Mr. 
Harrison  at  Indianapolis,  his  home.  This  move- 
ment became  popular,  and  from  all  sections  of  the 
country  societies,  clubs  and  delegations  journeyed 
thither  to  pay  their  respects  to  the  distinguished 
statesman.  The  popularity  of  these  was  greatly 
increased  on  account  of  the  remarkable  speeches 
made  by  Mr.  Harrison.  He  spoke  daily  all  through 
the  summer  and  autumn  to  these  visiting  delega- 
tions, and  so  varied,  masterly  and  eloquent  were 
his  speeches  that  they  at  once  placed  him  in  the 
foremost  rank  of  American  orators  and  statesmen. 

On  account  of  his  eloquence  as  a  speaker  and  his 
power  as  a  debater,  he  was  called  upon  at  an  un- 
commonly early  age  to  take  part  in  the  discussion 
of  the  great  questions  that  then  began  to  agitate 
the  country.  He  was  an  uncompromising  anti 
slavery  man,  and  was  matched  against  some  of  tlie 
most  eminent  Democratic  speakers  of  his  State. 
No  man  who  felt  the  touch  of  his  blade  desired  to 
be  pitted  with  him  again.  With  all  his  eloqvence 
as  an  orator  he  never  spoke  for  oratorical  effect, 
but  his  words  always  went  like  bullets  to  the  mark 
He  is  purely  American  in  his  ideas  and  is  a  splec 
did  type  of  the  American  statesman.  Gifted  witi, 
quick  perception,  a  logical  mind  and  a  ready  tongue, 
he  is  one  of  the  most  distinguished  impromptu 
speakers  in  the  Nation.  Many  of  these  speeches 
sparkled  with  the  rarest  of  eloquence  and  contained 
arguments  of  greatest  weight.  Many  of  his  terse 
statements  have  already  become  aphorisms.  Origi- 
nal in  thought,  precise  in  logic,  terse  in  statement, 
jet  withal  faultless  in  eloquence,  he  is  recognized  as 
the  sound  statesman  and  brilliant  orator  of  the  day 
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HARLES  ROBINSON,  the 
first  Governor  of  Kansas, 
was  elected  under  the  Wy- 
andotte Constitution,  and 
upon  the  admission  of  the 
State,  Jan.  29,  1861,  was 
inaugurated  as  Chief  Ex- 
No  better  man  could  have 
been  selected  to  lay  the  foundations 
of  the  State,  for  his  mind  was  crea- 
S&M^i,  tive,  original  and  vigorous.  Rarely 
working  by  cop}',  he  belongs  to  the 
class  who  think  and  originate,  and 
with  wiiom  precedence  and  text-books 
have  little  authority.  At  this  time  a 
great  State  was  to  be  formed  from  most  incongru- 
ous elements.  It  required  men  of  genius  and  orig- 
inality to  formulate  laws  and  a  constitution,  and 
to  this  work  the  vigor  and  ingenuity  of  Rob- 
inson were  peculiarly  adapted.  Men  of  all  classes, 
sorts  and  conditions,  had  rushed  to  this  section 
u})on  different  objects  bent — some  to  assist  in  build- 
ing up  a  State,  some  to  make  money,  to  secure  no- 
toriety and  political  preferment,  but  more,  perhaps, 
as  cosmopolitans,  having  little  interest  in  its  repu- 
tation or  its  future. 

That  the  work  before  Gov.  Robinson  was  ac- 
complished in  a  praiseworthy  manner,  a  grateful 
people  readily  acknowledge.  In  his  course,  which 
necessarily  was  opposed  to  the  rough  and  irrespon- 
sible element,  he  made  many  enemies  and  w.as  im- 
peached bjr  the  House,  but  on  his  trial  by  the 
Senate  no  evidence  was  adduced  to  connect  him 
with  any  illegal  transaction,  and  a  case  of  malicious   | 


prosecution  was  clearly  established,  which  left  his 
good  name  untarnished. 

In  reviewing  the  career  of  a  prominent  public 
man,  it  cannot  be  called  complete  without  the  story 
of  his  early  life.  Gov.  Robinson  was  born  at 
Hardwick,  Mass.,  July  21,  1818,  and  received  a 
good  common-school  and  academic  education,  be- 
sides two  years'  drill  at  Amherst  College.  His 
father,  Charles  Robinson,  was  a  pious  and  consci- 
entious man,  who  cherished  an  inherent  hatred  of 
slavery,  and  the  latter  quality  of  his  father's  char- 
acter Charles  inherited  in  a  marked  degree.  Upon 
religious  subjects,  however,  he  was  always  inde- 
pendent and  liberal,  and  is  considered  heterodox, 
although  for  the  great  principles  of  Christianity, 
which  serve  to  improve  society  and  make  better 
men  and  women,  he  has  the  highest  regard. 

There  is  but  little  which  is  ideal  or  sentimental 
in  the  nature  of  Gov.  Robinson,  as  his  life  has 
been  spent  principally  dealing  with  men  upon  prac- 
tical principles.  Before  completing  his  studies  he 
was  obliged  to  leave  college  on  account  of  ill- 
health,  and  his  eyes  failing  him  from  hard  stud3', 
he  walked  forty  miles  to  consult  a  celebrated  phy- 
sician. Dr.  Twichel,  of  Keene,  N.  H.,  and  there 
became  so  sensibly  impressed  with  both  the  quack- 
eries of  medicine  as  so  often  practiced,  and  the  real 
utility  of  the  healing  art  as  a  science,  that  he  deter- 
mined to  study  medicine,  and  after  a  preparator}' 
course  entered  for  a  series  of  lectures  at  Wood- 
stock, Vt.,  and  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  and  from  the 
school  of  the  latter  he  was  graduated,  receiving  his 
diploma  with  the  high  honors  of  the  class.  Subse- 
quently he  became  connected  with   the  celebrated 
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Dr.  J.  G.  Holland  in  the  management  of  ahospitnl. 
In  1849  he  started  out  as  a  physician  to  a  colon}' 
bound  overland  to  California.  They  arrived  in 
Kansas  City  April  10,  and  on  the  10th  of  May  fol- 
lowing, left  with  ox  and  mule  teams  for  the  Pacific 
Slope. 

On  the  11th  of  May,  thirty-nine  years  ago,  rid- 
ing his  horse  at  the  head  of  a  colony  of  gold- 
seekers.  Gov.  Robinson  ascended  Mt.  Oread,  where 
now  stands  the  State  University  of  Kansas,  whose 
Regent  he  has  been  for  thirteen  consecutive 
years,  as  well  as  its  faithful,  intelligent  and  gener- 
ous friend.  In  his  note  book  at  that  time  he  wrote 
that  if  the  land  was  opened  to  settlement  and  entry, 
he  would  go  no  further,  as  there  seemed  to  be  gold 
enough  for  all  human  wants  in  the  rich  soil  of  the 
Kaw  Valley,  and  beauty  enough  in  the  rolling  prai- 
ries beyond  to  meet  all  the  aspirations  of  ordinary 
men.  He  pushed  on,  however,  to  California,  and 
there  followed  a  variet}'  of  occupations,  being  mi- 
ner, restauranteur,  editor  and  member  of  the  Leg- 
islature. Then  he  returned  to  Massachusetts,  and 
in  1852  commenced  the  publication  of  the  Fitch- 
burg  Neivs,  which  he  conducted  two  years. 

At  the  time  of  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  Com- 
promise, and  the  intense  excitement  coincident 
with  the  organization  of  the  Territories  of  Kansas 
and  Nebraska,  Gov.  Robinson  was  sent  out  by 
the  New  England  Aid  Society  to  Kansas,  charged 
with  saving  it  to  freedom.  In  the  darkest  hours  of 
that  long  struggle,  as  well  as  in  its  hour  of  victory, 
he  seemed  to  be  the  one  safe  counselor  and  leader 
of  the  Free-State  forces.  His  California  experience 
had  rounded  and  ripened  a  robust  nature,  and  the 
perils  that  the  hero  of  the  squatter  troubles  had 
passed  through  in  that  strange  combination  of  craft 
and  cunning,  fitted  and  schooled  him  for  his  Kan- 
sas work.  In  the  "Wakarusa  War,"  when  the  city 
of  Lawrence,  only  600  strong,  was  besieged  hy  an 
opposing  force  of  1,200,  Dr.  Robinson,  as  he  was 
called  in  those  days,  was  chosen  Major  General  of 
the  Free-State  party.  He  constructed  forts  and 
rifle-pits  which  did  their  service,  but  as  a  negotiator 
and  diplomat  he  excelled.  He  wanted  Kansas  to 
be  lawfully  free,  and  felt  justified  in  availing  him- 
self of  any  agency  which  would  assist  him  in  ac- 
C(r.::[>lisliing  this.     Although  the  recognized  leader 


of  the  Free-State  forces,  it  was  not  Robinson,  but 
Lane,  that  the  Quantrell  ruffians  sought  when  they 
massacred  in  cold  blood  180  of  the  inoffensive  citi- 
zens of  Lawrence. 

In  1855  the  Free-State  men  had  been  driven 
from  the  polls.  Robinson  was  among  the  first  to 
repudiate  the  authority  of  the  bogus  laws,  and  was 
unanimously  chosen  a  delegate  to  the  convention 
which  met  at  Topeka  to  formulate  a  State  govern- 
ment. From  May,  1856,  until  September,  he  was  a 
prisoner  at  Locompton,  charged  with  treason.  Af- 
ter serving  his  term  as  the  first  Governor  of  the 
State,  he  was,  in  1872,  chosen  a  member  of  the 
Lower  House  of  the  Legislature,  and  in  1874 
elected  State  Senator  and  re-elected  in  1876.  At 
the  last  election  he  came  within  forty-three  votes 
of  beating  his  opponent  for  the  State  Senate,  and 
where  the  party  majority  of  the  latter  was  about 
1,500. 

Gov.  Robinson  has  been  twice  married.  By 
liis  first  wife,  Miss  Sarah  Adams,  daughter  of 
a  highly  respected  Massachusetts  farmer,  two  chil- 
dren were  born  and  both  died  in  infancj'.  The 
mother  died  in  1846.  On  the  30th  of  October, 
1851,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  D.  T.  Law- 
rence, daughter  of  a  distinguished  Massachusetts 
lawyer,  and  connected  with  the  celebrated  Law- 
rence family  of  that  State.  Of  this  union  there 
are  no  children.  Mrs.  Robinson  is  a  lad}'  of 
high  literary  culture,  and  has  written  one  of  the 
best  of  the  many  books  which  have  been  published 
on  Kansas.  Though  highly  accomplished,  she  is 
not  mucli  of  a  society  woman,  being  content  to 
dwell  quietly  at  home  on  their  farm,  which  lies 
five  miles  out  from  Lawrence,  and  is  the  resort 
of  many  friends,  who  meet  a  refined  and  elegant 
liospitality. 

In  1856  Gov.  Robinson  pre-empted  a  portion 
of  the  land  which,  upon  his  journey  to  Califor- 
nia, he  had  viewed  with  so  much  admiration.  He 
now  has  one  of  the  finest  homes  in  his  section 
of  countrj',  where  he  resides  in  aftluent  circum- 
stances, busying  himself  in  looking  after  his  farm, 
esteemed  by  his  neighbors,  and  amply  honored  by 
the  great  State,  in  laying  the  firm  foundations  of 
which  he  rendered  such  efficient  service  over  a 
quarter    of   a  century  ago. 


'^"-l^^^^ 


-•>- 


i:%-«r%'%"'r'i'^"iT'¥%-%-%"'i 


t^sSStStt^ 


'^.'.^ 


•■©?y/®-°*o.. 


SHOMAS  CARNEY,  the  sec- 
ond Governor  of  Kansas, 
was  born  in  Delaware  Coun- 
ty, Ohio,  Aug.  20,  1824. 
His  ancestry  was  a  mixed 
one,  composed  of  Irish  and 
German.  His  father,  James 
Carney,  was  of  Irish  descent,  be- 
ing the  grandson  of  one  of  the 
same  name,  who  came  to  this 
country  and  assisted  the  Colonies 
in  the  war  with  Great  Britain. 
His  mother  was  remotely  of  Ger- 
man descent,  and  like  his  father 
was  born  in  Pennsylvania.  They 
removed  to  Ohio  the  year  before 
the  birth  of  Gov.  Carney.  They 
were  Presbyterians,  in  which  faith  Mr.  C.  was  reared. 
The  portion  of  Ohio  in  which  Mr.  Carney  was 
born  w.as  then  a  wilderness,  and  the  family  engaged 
in  farming,  the  land  having  to  be  cleared  first.  The 
father  died  when  the  lad  was  but  four  years  old,  leav- 
ing the  mother  with  four  children,  the  eldest  being 
only  six  years  of  age,  the  early  life  of  young  Carney 
therefore  was  spent  in  work  of  the  hardest  kind, 
from  the  moment  he  was  old  enough  to  be  of  any 
assistance.  From  the  age  of  seven  to  eighteen  he 
worked  on  the  farm  belonging  to  the  family,  and 
then  started  for  himself  as  a  farm  hand  for  six 
mouths,  at  $10  a  month.  From  the  time  he  was 
eleven  years  of  age  until  he  left  home,  he  was  the 
teamster  of  the  family,  and  carried  the  products  of 
the  farm  to  Newark,  thirty-six  miles,  his  motive 
power  being  a  j'oke  of  oxen  for  most  of  the  time. 
He    attended   school    some    during    the    winter 


months,  and  after  he  was  eighteen  went  to  school 
in  Berkshire,  Ohio,  for  six  months.  After  this  he 
commenced  a  long,  persistent  and  weary  search  for 
employment  in  a  store,  and  was  finally  successful 
in  Columbus,  where  he  remained  in  the  employ  of 
a  retail  dry-goods  house  for  two  years,  and  then  took 
service  with  a  wholesale  dry-goods  establishment  in 
Cincinnati.  He  obtained,  while  in  the  retail  house, 
$50  a  year  and  his  board  for  the  first  year's  serv- 
ice, and  for  the  second  year  1100.  At  the  end 
of  this  period  he  was  given  a  quarter  interest  in 
the  firm,  with  his  name  at  the  head  of  it.  A  rise 
of  so  great  rapidity  is  unprecedented.  He  resided 
in  Cincinnati  twelve  years. 

Mr.  Carney's  health  became  impaired  by  his  de- 
votion to  business,  and  in  1857  he  visited  the  "West, 
and  commenced  business  in  Leavenworth  in  the 
spring  of  1858.  In  1861  he  was  elected  to  the 
State  Legislature,  and  in  1862  was  elected  Gov- 
ernor. He  entered  on  his  duties  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary. 1 863,  at  a  time  when  Kansas  affairs  were  in 
a  most  critical  condition. 

In  1864  he  was  elected  to  the  United  States  Sen- 
ate, but  as  there  was  some  doubt  as  to  whether  or 
not  the  time  at  which  the  election  was  held  was 
the  proper  one,  he  declined  the  position.  He  was 
soon  after  elected  Mayor  of  Leavenworth,  and  was 
re-elected.  Since  that  period,  1866,  he  has  occupied 
himself  wholly  with  his  private  business. 

The  earlier  struggles  of  the  future  Governor 
were  arduous  and  severe,  but  probably  had  their 
effect  in  strengthening  him  for  the  career  for  which 
he  was  destined.  When  he  took  possession  of  the 
gubernatorial  office,  in  January,  1863,  he  found  the 
State  of  Kansas  but  Utile  better  than  a  political  and 
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financial  wreck.  A  local  writer  referring  to  that 
period  says,  that  the  "State  was  in  peril  at  almost 
every  point,  and  its  settled  portions  were  one  ex- 
tended camp.  A  rebel  force  hovered  on  its  eastern 
and  southern  borders,  while  Indians  were  murdering 
and  scalping  in  the  west.  Nothing  short  of  a  con- 
stant vigilance  could  prevent  the  rebel  enemy 
invading  the  State  and  butchering  the  people." 

An  appeal  was  made  to  the  military  authorities 
for  assistance  and  to  Gov.  Carney  for  protection. 
It  was  at  ii  time  when  the  General  Government  was 
too  busy  with  the  Rebellion  to  give  close  attention 
to  matters  in  a  new  and  remote  State,  and  hence 
the  Governor  was  obliged  to  depend  on  his  own 
resources.  He  was  equal  to  the  emergency.  The 
State  had  no  money,  no  men,  no  arms,  no  ammuni- 
tion, with  which  to  protect  itself,  but  even  this  did 
nob  discourage  him.  He  visited  the  menaced  re- 
gions, and  soon  satisfied  himself  that  something  had 
to  be  done,  or  the  State  would  be  overwhelmed  by 
the  perils  which  threatened  it.  In  the  counties 
which  were  more  particularly  threatened,  the  popu- 
lation became  uneasy,  and  removals  were  being 
made  to  places  of  safety  by  so  many  of  the  resi- 
dents that  tliere  loomed  up  a  probability  that  the 
entire  region  would  become  a  desert. 

After  looking  over  the  ground.  Gov.  Carney  de- 
termined to  raise  a  force  of  150  men  from  citizens 
of  the  menaced  region,  and  to  employ  them  as  a 
patrol  along  the  border,  so  that  no  hostile  move- 
ment could  be  made  without  detection,  and  the 
people  could  be-  warned  of  danger  in  time  to  rally 
at  the  necessary  points  for  defense,  all  being  armed 
and  organized  into  military  organizations.  This 
patrol  was  hired  by  the  Governor  for  the  public 
defense  out  of  his  private  means.  He  agreed  to 
pay  $1  a  day  each,  for  man  and  horse,  the  United 
States  Government  furnishing  the  rations.  He  put 
this  force  in  the  field,  and  kept  it  in  active  opera- 
tion, at  a  cost  to  himself  of  over  |;10,000.  At  the 
same  time  he  was  a  Captain  in  the  home  guards, 
and  many  a  night  was  on  guard  like  the  private 
soldier. 

The  little  patrol  put  in  the  field  by  the  Governor 
preserved  the  borders  from  invasion  so  long  as  it 
lasted,  which  was  some  three  mo>nths.  At  a  later 
period  the  Governor  was  notified  by  the  com- 
mander of  the  Federal  forces  that  he  was  able  to 
care  for  the  safety  of  the  State,  and  thereupon  the 
patrol  was  abolished.  Almost  immediately  after  it 
was  disbanded  Quantrell  made  his  raid  into  Kansas, 
and  Lawrence  was  attacked,  burned,  and  its  resi- 
dents massacred.  Concerning  this  feature  of  the 
transaction  the  Governor  says:  "While  this  patrol 
was  on  the  border  tlie  arrangements  were  sucli  tiiat 
the  different  members  could  speak  with  each  other 


every  hour,  and  thus  be  in  a  position  to  almost  in- 
stantly communicate  with  the  residents  in  case  of 
invasion.  When  the  Goveniment  notified  me  that 
it  could  take  care  of  the  border  I  disbanded  the 
patrol,  and  within  three  daj's  Lawrence  was  in  ashes 
and  180  people  were  foully  murdered.  The  mili- 
tary was  scattered  in  squads  over  a  distance  of 
twenty-five  miles  along  the  border,  and  when  Quan- 
trell moved  into  Kansas  he  had  no  difficulty  in 
marching  between  the  Federal  divisions.  The  march 
of  Quantrell  was  entirely  unknown  and  wholly  un- 
expected. Not  a  living  soul  knew  that  he  was  in 
the  State  when  he  arrived  before  Lawrence.  A 
man  living  on  the  route  taken  by  the  guerrillas  saw 
them,  and  mounted  a  horse  and  undertook  to  carry 
the  information  to  Lawrence.  His  horse  fell  and 
the  rider's  neck  was  broken,  and  thus  tlie  sole  wit- 
ness of  the  invasion  was  silenced." 

It  will  show  the  benevolent  disposition  of  the 
Governor  to  state  that  from  his  own  pocket  he  gave 
$500  to  the  widow  of  the  man  who  undertook  to 
carry  the  warning  of  danger  to  Lawrence. 

The  entire  official  career  of  Gov.  Carney  was  of 
the  stormiest  and  most  perplexing  character,  and  it  is 
certain  that,  with  an  official  head  less  clear  and 
efficient,  the  embarrassments  and  perplexities  of 
Kansas  would  have  proved  insoluble.  Cool,  self- 
possessed,  firm,  intelligent,  he  guided  the  State 
through  the  storms,  breakers,  whirlpools  and  rocks, 
which  were  encountered,  and  finally  reached  the 
harbor,  with  the  vessel  much  battered  but  sound  in 
frame  and  in  all  essential  particulars. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  resolution  passed  by 
the  Kansas  Legislature  after  his  term  of  office  had 
expired : 

"Resolved  by  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
tlie  State  of  Kansas,  that  the  thanlvs  of  this  House 
and  the  people  of  the  State  of  Kansas  are  justly 
due  to  Hon.  Thomas  Carney,  late  Governor  of  tlie 
State  of  Kansas,  for  the  honest,  faithful  and  im- 
partial manner  in  which  he  discharged  liis  executive 
duties." 

Gov.  Carney  is  possessed  of  ample  wealth,  which 
he  uses  to  the  best  advantage.  His  wife  was  Re- 
becca Canady,  of  Kenton,  Ohio,  who  has  devoted 
much  of  her  time  for  a  number  of  years  in  caring 
for  the  orphaned  children  of  the  State.  His  cliil- 
dren  are  four  in  number,  all  boys. 

No  man  in  Kansas  is  more  honored  and  re- 
spected than  he,  and  no  man  has  done  more,  either 
in  a  public  or  private  way,  for  the  advancement  of 
the  State  and  its  institutions.  Its  railroads,  bridges, 
churches,  school-houses,  and  its  citizens  needing 
assistance,  all  bear  witness  to  his  liberality  and 
bounty. 
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A.AIUEL  J.  CRAWFORD,  the 
tliird  Governor  of  the  State  of 
Kansas,  was  born  in  Lawrence 
Connty,  Ind.,  April  10,  1835. 
Ill",  ancestors  were  Scotch- 
^'^  Irish,  who  emigrated  to  Amer- 
ica at  an  early  period  in  Col- 
in d  da^  s.  His  paternal  grandfather 
served  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution 
as  a  soldier  from  the  State  of  North 
Carolina,  and  his  maternal  grand- 
father was  a  planter  in  the  same  State. 
His  father,  AVilliam  Crawford,  emi- 
grated, in  1 8 1 5,  to  the  then  Territory 
of  Indiana,  and  located  in  Lawrence 
County,  where  he  became  a  success- 
ful farmer.  Although  born,  reared 
and  educated  in  a  slave  State,  the  elder  Crawford 
had  imbibed  unconquerable  prejudice  to  the  insti- 
tution of  slavery,  and  as  a  consequence  turned  his 
baeiv  upon  friends  and  kindred  and  sought  a  home 
iu  the  Northwest  Territory,  in  which  slavery  and 
involuntary  servitude  had  been  forever  inhibited. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  upon  his 
father's  farm,  and  received  a  common-school  and 
academic  education.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he 
became  a  student  at  law  in  the  office  of  tlie  Hon.  S. 
W.  Short,  of  Bedford,  Ind.,  pursuing  his  studies 
until  the  fall  of  1857,  when  he  entered  the  Law 
College  at  Cincinnati,  from  which  institution  he 
was  graduated  in  1858. 

In  March,  1 859,  he  bade  adieu  to  home  and  friends, 
proceeded  to  the  Territory  of  Kansas,  and  located 
in  Garnett,  the  county  seat  of  Anderson  County. 
Here  he  practiced  his  profession  of  the  law,  and  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  first  State  Legislature, 
which  convened  at  Topeka,  March  27,  18G1. 

The  attack  upon  Ft.  Sumter,  following  swiftly 
after  the  IMontgomery  Secession  Convention,  the 
faihire  of  the  Peace  Conference,  the  Proclamation 
of  Jefferson  Davis  calling  for   100,000  men,  and 


the  seizure  of  Government  property  by  Floyd 
and  Twiggs,  without  protest  from  tlie  Executive, 
thrilled  loyal  Kansas  to  the  very  core.  President 
Lincoln  made  his  first  call  for  75,000  volunteers  in 
April,  1861.  Responding  to  this  call,  Mr.  Craw- 
ford resigned  his  seat  in  the  Legislature,  returned 
home,  I'ceniitod  a  comiiaiiy,  was  chosen  its  Captain, 
assigned  to  tlic  2il  Ka:,-,i-  Inlaiitry,  and  mustered 
into  the  rnittil  Status  bervi-e.  He  served  with  the 
regiment,  participating  under  the  gallant  Gen. 
Lyon  in  the  battle  of  Wilson's  Creek  and  various 
other  battles  of  the  Missouri  Campaign  fought 
during  the  summer  and  fall  of  18G1.  In  the  winter 
of  1861-62,  the  regiment  was  re-organized,  and 
became  the  2d  Kansas  Cavalry.  Capt.  Crawford 
was  assigned  to  the  command  of  Company  A,  and 
soon  th(;reafter  promoted  to  the  command  of  a 
battalion.  He  participated  with  his  regiment  in  the 
battles  of  Newtonia,  Old  Ft.  Wayne,  Cane  Hill, 
Prairie  Grove,  Van  Buren,  and  various  other  en- 
g.agements  fought  by  Gen.  Blunt  during  tiie  Trans- 
Mississippi  campaign  of  1862. 

It  was  in  these  engagements  that  Capt  Crawford 
developed  extraordinary  ability  as  a  cavalry  leader. 
At  the  battle  of  Old  Ft.  Wayne  he  charged  the 
enemy's  lines  and  captured  a  battery  under  circum- 
stances which  almost  forbade  the  venture,  and  for 
which  achievement  he  was  complimented  in  General 
Orders.  At  the  battles  of  Cane  Hill  and  Prairie 
Grove  he  acquitted  himself  with  great  credit,  and 
was  again  complimented  by  the  commanding  Gen- 
eral. In  March,  1863,  although  holding  the  rank 
of  Captain,  he  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  the 
2d  Kansas  Cavalry,  and  led  the  regiment  in  the 
campaign  of  that  year  through  the  Indian  Territory 
and  Western  Arkansas,  which  resulted  in  the  battles 
of  Perry ville,  McAllister  and  the  Backbone  Mount- 
ain, and  the  capture  of  Ft.  Smith  by  the  Federal 
arms.  The  2d  Kansas  Cavalry  covered  itself  with 
glory  in  these  memorable  campaigns. 

In  October,  1863,  Capt.  Crawford  was  promoted 
to  be  Colonel  of  tlie  83d  United  States  Infantry, 
and  with  his  regiment  accompanied  Gen.  Steele  on 
the  Shrcveiiort,  La.,  expedition,  which  moved 
southward,  in  March,  1864,  from  Ft.  Smith  and 
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Little  Rock  to  co-operate  with  Gen.  Banks  in  his 
Red  River  campaign,  participating  in  the  battles 
of  Prairie  De  Hand  and  Saline  River.  At  the  Latter 
affair  Col.  Crawford  charged  and  captured  a  battery, 
which  his  men  brought  off  tiie  field  by  hand,  all  the 
artillery  horses  having  been  killed  or  disabled. 
This  battle  resulted  in  a  complete  victory  for  the 
Union  forces,  to  which  consummation  Col.  Craw- 
ford's regiment  largely  contributed.  After  this 
battle  he  returned  with  the  7th  Corps  to  Little 
Rock,  and  thence,  with  the  Kansas  Division,  under 
the  command  of  Gen.  Thayer,  to  Ft.  Smith,  Ark. 
In  July,  1864,  Col.  Crawford  commanded  an  expe- 
dition into  the  Choctaw  Nation  in  pursuit  of  the 
rebel  General,  Standweighty,  whom  he  routed. 

September  8,  1864,  while  still  in  the  field,  Col. 
Crawford  was  nominated  as  the  Republican  candi- 
date for  Governor  of  Kansas.  Obtaining  leave  of 
absence,  he  bade  adieu  to  the  gallant  army  with 
which  he  had  served  so  long,  and  on  the  9th  of 
October  returned  to  Kansas.  Upon  arriving  at  Ft. 
Scott  he  learned  that  a  heavy  body  of  the  eneni}', 
under  Gen.  Price,  was  moving  westward  through 
Central  Missouri,  with  the  design  of  laying  Kansas 
in  waste.  He  hastened  to  Kansas  City,  arriving 
October  17,  reported  to  Gen.  Curtis,  commanding 
the  Federal  forces  there  concentrating  to  resist  Gen. 
Price,  and  was  assigned  to  duty  as  a  volunteer  aid 
on  his  staff.  A  few  days  subsequently  the  battles 
of  the  Blue,  Westportand  Mine  Creek  were  fought, 
and  at  the  latter  engagement  Col.  Crawford  ordered 
and  participated  in  a  charge  with  two  brigades  of 
Cfivalry,  which  resulted  in  the  capture  of  the  Con- 
federate Generals,  Marmaduke  and  Cabell,  500 
prisoners  and  eight  pieces  of  artillery.  This  battle 
closed  his  military  career  in  the  war  for  tlie  sup- 
pression of  the  Rebellion,  and  on  April  13,  186.3,  he 
was  promoted  by  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  the  rank  of  Brigadier  General  by  brevet,  for 
meritorious  services  in  the  field. 

On  the  7th  of  November,  1864,  Col.  Crawford 
was  elected  Governor  of  the  State  of  Kansas,  and 
in  1866  was  re-chosen  for  a  second  term.  During 
his  holding  of  the  gubernatorial  ofHce,he  re-organ- 
ized and  consolidated  the  Kansas  Volunteer  Regi- 
ments, and  secured  the  enactment  of  new  laws, 
under  which  the  State  Militia  was  placed  on  war 
footing  for  the  protection  of  the  people  against 
rebel  invasions  and  Indian  incursions.  He  devoted 
much  of  his  time  to  the  establishment  and  main- 
tenance of  the  various  State  institutions,  and  on 
retiring  from  office  he  left  the  Deaf  Mute,  Blind  and 
Insane  Asylums,  the  State  University,  the  Agricult- 
ural College  and  State  Normal  School,  in  success- 
ful operation.  He  also  gave  considerable  attention 
oO  the  preparation  and  dissemination  of  pamphlet 


literature  respecting  the  advantages  of  his  State, 
with  the  view  of  encouraging  emigration  thereto. 

During  tlio  memorable  years  of  1867  and  1868, 
hostile  bands  of  Iniiians  hovered  on  the  borders  of 
Kansas,  driving  back  the  settlers, checking  the  con- 
struction of  the  railroads  and  threatening  to  cut  off 
communication  between  Kansas  and  the  Western 
States  and  Territories.  For  two  years  an  Indian 
war  of  savage  barbarity  was  carried  on.  Many 
settlers  were  killed,  scalped,  and  their  bodies  mutil 
ated.  Large  amounts  of  property  were  captured 
and  destroyed.  AVomen  and  even  children  were 
outraged,  and  othei's  carried  into  captivity  to  suffer 
a  fate  worse  than  a  thousand  deaths. 

The  Federal  forces  stationed  on  the  border  and 
the  State  troops  furnished  by  Gov.  Crawford  were 
inadequate  for  the  protection  of  the  people.  The 
Indians  followed  their  custom  of  making  war  dur- 
ing the  summer  months,  and  then  retreating  to  their 
homes  in  the  Indian  Territory  to  be  fed,  clothed 
and  nurtured  by  the  Government  in  winter.  Finally, 
in  August,  1868,  the  settlements  of  Northwest 
Kansas  were  raided  by  these  Indians,  who  killed^ 
and  wounded  some  forty  persons,  carried  women 
into  captivity,  and  also  connnitted  other  atrocities. 

As  soon  as  the  terrible  details  of  this  last  mas- 
sacre reached  the  ears  of  Gov.  Crawford,  he  pro- 
ceeded at  once  to  the  scene  of  disaster,  saw  that  the 
dead  were  properly  buried  and  the  wounded  cared 
for,  returned  to  Topeka.  organized  a  regiment  of 
cavalry,  resigned  the  office  of  Governor,  and  with 
his  regiment  accompanied  Gen.  Sheridan  on  his  his- 
toric campaign  into  the  interior  of  the  wild  country 
bordering  on  Texas,  where  the  hostile  tribes  had 
always  felt  secure  from  punishment  during  the  win- 
ter season.  These  Indians  were  attacked  and  cap- 
tured in  the  Washita  Valley,  in  December,  1868, 
and  several  of  their  chiefs  held  as  hostages  until  the 
captive  white  women  were  delivered  up. 

Gov.  Crawford  returned  home  after  the  close  of 
this  campaign  and  has  since  been  successfully  en- 
gaged in  the  practice  of  his  profession.  Nov.  27, 
1866,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Isabel  M.  Chase, 
an  estimable  and  accomplished  lady,  of  Topeka, 
where  they  now  reside,  and  the  union  has  been 
blessed  by  two  children,  daughter  and  son.  Gov. 
Crawford  is  possessed  of  an  imposing  presence,  his 
height  being  six  feet  two  inches,  with  the  accom- 
paniment of  a  Herculean  frame,  symmetrically 
proportioned,  and  a  pair  of  shoulders  Atlas  might 
fairly  envy.  His  manners  are  the  very  essence  of 
courtesy  and  gentleness,  and  altogether  he  presents  a 
marked  type  of  the  energetic,  patriotic  and  sturdy 
sons  of  the  great  West — suaviter  in  modo,  fortiter 
ill  re — with  whom  the  high  sense  of  duty  stands  first 
and  foremost  in  every  relation  of  life. 
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.  NKIIEMIAII  GREEN, 
fourth  Governor  of  the 
State  of  Kansas  was,  dur- 
ing the  jears  of  his  active 
fe,  a  man  essentiallj^  in 
ail  vance  of  his  time, 
ve  in  thought,  cultured, 
jreat  extent  self-educated, 
he  was,  in  addition  to  these  quali- 
ties, endowed  by  nature  with  a 
strong  character  and  deep  sympa- 
thies, a  temperament  sanguine  j'et 
sedate,  and  with  a  steady  inspira- 
tion to  good  deeds.  He  is  now  a 
confirmed  invalid,  having  been  con- 
oom  for  the  last  three  years,  an 
;  sufferer.  Comparatively  few  are 
affliction,  overtaking 
due  to  his  exertions 
while  sn  officer  in  the  array,  relieving  his  exhausted 
soldiers  by  himself  carrying  their  guns  and  haver- 
sacks, during  which  a  blood  vessel  was  ruptured, 
and  since  Mr.  Green  has  never  seen  a  well  day. 

Ulr.  Green  was  born  March  8,  1837,  in  (Jrassy 
Point  Township,  Hardin  Co.,  Ohio.  His  father, 
Shepard  G  reen,  was  a  native  of  Washington  County, 
Pa.,  where  he  was  born  August  2,  1808,  and  the 
son  of  Nehcmiah  Green,  Sr.,  who  was  born  in 
England,  and  came  to  America  during  revolution- 
ary^times.  He  espoused  tiie  cause  of  the  CoIduIsIs, 
and  while  doing  his  duty  as  a  soMi.r.  was  taken 
prisoner  and  conveyed  to  England,  wlieie  be  was 
confined  until  after  the  surrender  of  Cornwallis, 
when  he  was  exchanged.  He  then  located  in  Wash- 
ington County,  Pa. 

Shepard  Green,  wlien  a  boy  in  his  teens,  went  to 
( )hio  and  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Cham- 
paign County.     There  he  learned  the  tinner's  trade, 


uncomplamui 


iware  of  the  fact  that  thi 
him  in  the  prime  of  life. 


which  he  followed  a  few  years,  but  after  marriage 
he  purchased  a  tract  of  timber  land  in  Grassy  Point 
Township,  Hardin  County,  and  put  up  a  log  house. 
In  that  humble  dwelling  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  born.  The  country  was  wild  and  new,  and 
there  were  no  railroads  for  many  years  afterward. 
The  State  road,  known  as  the  Sandusky  &  Dayton 
road,  passed  by  the  farm,  and  after  a  few  years 
Shepard  G  reen  put  up  a  hotel  which  he  conducted  for 
several  years,  and  which  was  made  a  stage  station. 
Many  distinguished  guests  sought  entertainment 
under  its  roof;  among  them  were  Henry  Clay,  Tom 
Corwin,  and  Richard  M.  Johnson.  About  1850 
Mr.  Green  removed  to  Logan  County,  where  his 
death  occurred  July  20,  1880. 

For  his  wife  Shepard  Green  chose  in  early  man- 
hood Jliss  Mary  A.  Fisher.  This  lady  was  born  at 
Fairfax  Court  House,  Va.,  and  was  the  daughter  of 
William  Fislier,  a  Virginian  by  birth,  and  one  of 
the  earliest  pioneers  o"f  Ohio,  he  locating  first  on 
the  Scioto  river  above  Columbus.  Later  he  re- 
moved to  Logan  County,  where  he  purchased  tim- 
ber land,  improved  a  farm  and  died.  The  mother 
of  our  subject  made  her  home  with  her  parents 
until  her  marriage,  learning  to  card,  spin  and 
weave,  and  when  her  children  were  small  she  made 
the  greater  part  of  the  cloth  in  use  in  the  family. 
Having  no  stove,  her  cooking  w.as  performed  many 
years  by  a  fire-place.  She  died  at  the  home  farm 
in   Logan  County,  Ohio,  in  18.59. 

Both  Shepard  Green  and  his  excellent  wife  were 
conscientious  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  the  father  for  many  years  was  one  of 
its  chief  pillars.  His  house  was  the  headquarters 
of  the  pioneer  preachers,  and  services  were  fre- 
quently held  there.  Politically,  he  was  an  Old 
Line  Whig.  The  parental  family  included  nine 
children,  all  of  whom  lived  to  mature  years,  viz: 
William  F.,  Louis  F.,  Neherniah,  Nancy,  Fanny, 
Shepard,  (ieorge  S.,  Mary  and  Emma.  The  sons 
all  served  in  the  Union  array  during  the  Civil  War. 
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When  tlie  Green  family'  changed  their  residence 
to  Logan  County,  Ohio,  Nehemiah  was  a  lad  of 
thirteen  years.  He  continued  attending  the  sub- 
scription school  until  sixteen  years  old  during  tlie 
winter  season,  and  in  the  meantime  improved  his 
opportunities  for  useful  knowledge.  His  desire  was 
for  a  finished  education,  and  now  to  his  great  satis- 
faction he  was  permitted  to  enter  Wesleyan  Uni- 
versitj'  at  Delaware,  Ohio,  where  he  studied  two 
years.  In  1855  he  left  school  to  visit  the  Territory 
of  Kansas.  The  journey  was  made  by  steamer  on 
the  Ohio,  Mississippi  and  Missouri  rivers  to  Kansas 
City;  thence  by  team  to  Douglas  Count}^  this 
State.  Mr.  Green  made  a  claim  twelve  miles  south  of 
Lawrence,  and  during  that  spring  the  troubles  be- 
gan between  the  Free  State-  and  Pro-Slavery  men. 

Mr.  Green  was  an  ardent  Free  State  man,  and 
was  prominently  identified  with  John  Brown,  Jim 
Lane,  Montgomery  Bain,  Gov.  Robinson  and  Mar- 
cus Parrott,  with  wiiom  he  participated  in  tlie 
trials,  struggles  and  triumphs  which  followed.  He 
remained  in  Kansas  until  late  in  1857,  then  returned 
to  Ohio  and  entered  theministry,  becoming  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Cincinnati  Methodist  Episcopal  Confer- 
ence. He  was  stationed  at  Aberdeen  and  Williams- 
burg until  the  first  call  by  President  Lincoln  for 
troops  to  quell  the  Rebellion. 

It  was  not  long  before  Mr.  Green  proffered  his 
services  as  a  soldier  of  the  Union,  enlisting  as  a 
private  in  Company  B  89th  Ohio  Infantry.  Two 
weeks  later  he  was  commissioned  by  Gov.  Todd,  as 
First  Lieutenant  and  served  with  his  regiment  in 
Kentucky  and  West  Virginia.  He  was  in  the  cam- 
paign which  drove  Kirby  Smith  out  of  the  Blue 
Grass  State  and  Loring  out  of  the  Kanawa  Valle}'. 
While  on  the  Kirby  Smith  campaign  he  ruptured  a 
blood  vessel  and  suffered  hemorrhages  and  has  not 
seen  a  well  day  since.  In  1863  he  was  obliged  to 
resign.  He  recuperated  in  a  measure  and  in  1864 
enlisted  in  the  Ohio  National  Guards  and  was  Ser- 
geant Major  of  the  153d  Regiment,  serving  in  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac.  He  received  his  discharge 
in  September,  1864,  and,  returning  to  Kansas,  re- 
sumed his  ministerial  labors,  being  placed  in  charge 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Manhattan. 

In  the  meantime  Mr.  Green  had  kept  himself  well 
posted  upon  State  and  national  events  and  was 
looked  upon  as  a  tit  representative  of  the  i^eople's 
interest  in  legislative  halls.  In  1866  he  was  nomi- 
nated for  Lieutenant-Governor  and  elected.  In 
1868  tlie  Cimaron  War  broke  out  and  Kansas  was 
asked  to  raise  a  regiment  of  cavalry  for  the  United 
States  service.  Gov.  Crawford  resigned  and  was 
appointed  Colonel  of  the  regiment  and  Mr.  Green 
was  then  sworn  in  as  his  successor,  administering 
the  duties  of  his  office  until  the  close  of  the  term. 
Executive  business  had  in  the  meantime  accumu- 


lated while  Gov.  Crawford  was  raising  the  regi- 
ment, and  tlie  military  and  contingent  fund  had 
been  exliausteil  while  the  whole  frontier  was  threat- 
ened by  hostile  Indians.  The  soldiers  and  their 
horses  had  to  be  fed  and  the  former  clothed.  Gov. 
Green  was  equal  to  the  emergency  and  borrowed 
money,  while  at  the  same  time  letting  contracts  suli- 
ject  to  the  approval  of  the  Legislature  to  carry  on  all 
business,  both  military  and  civil.  He  visited  tlie 
various  military  posts,  traveling  in  an  ambulance, 
and  personally  inspecting  the  militia.  The  war  ended 
with  the  capture  and  destruction  of  the  bands  of 
Indians  commanded  by  Black  Kettle  and  Little 
Raven,  by  Gen.  Custer. 

After  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office  Gov. 
Green  delivered  the  great  seal  of  the  State  to  his 
successor  and  resumed  preaching.  In  due  time  he 
was  chosen  Presiding  Elder  of  Manhattan  District, 
which  included  tlie  western  half  of  the  north  half  of 
the  State.  He  followed  up  the  frontier  and  laid  the 
foundation  for  many  prosperous  churches.  He  thus 
labored  actively  in  the  church  until  1873,  when 
failing  health  compelled  him  to  retire.  That  year 
he  setcled  on  his  farm  in  Grant  Township,  Riley 
County.     This   farm  comprises   840  acres   of  land. 

Gov.  Green  lived  a  few  years  in  comparative 
quiet  but  in  1880  was  brought  forward  again  by 
his  old  constituents,  elected  to  the  State  Legisla- 
ture and  took  an  important  part  in  the  proceedings 
being  finally  elected  Speaker  pro  tern.  During  this 
term  the  principal  subjects  acted  upon  were  educa- 
tion, transportation,  agriculture  and  temperance. 
Mr.  Green  took  an  important  part  in  the  proceed- 
ings to  compel  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad  to  ac- 
knowledge its  obligation  to  the  State.  A  measure 
was  passed  which  forced  the  matter  to  the  Supreme 
Court  when  the  Company  surrendered  every  point 
and  although  its  ofHccs  were  moved  from  the  State, 
agreed  to  accept  service  on  any  local  agent. 

The  marriage  of  Nehemiah  Green  and  Miss  Iila 
K.  Leffingvvell,  of  Williamsburg,  Ohio,  was  cele- 
brated in  1860.  This  lady  was  born  at  that  place 
and  was  the  daughter  of  Sidney  and  Melissa 
(Bryant)  LefBngwell.  She  became  the  mother  of 
three  children  and  died  in  1871.  The  eldest  child, 
Glenzen  S.,  is  a  resident  of  Oregon.  Eflie  married 
Dr.  William  B.  Sweatman,  and  they  live  in  Parkers 
ville,  Morris  Co.,  this  State.  Alice  is  the  wife  of 
Prof.  John  E.  Edgerton,  Principal  of  the  scliools 
of  White  City.  In  1873  Mr.  Green  contracted  a 
second  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Sturdevant.  This 
lady  was  born  in  Rushville,  N.  Y.  and  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  Josiah  and  Hannali  (Peabody)  Sturdevant, 
who  were  natives  respectively  of  New  England  and 
New  York  State;  they  spent  their  last  years  in 
Rushville,  N.  Y.  Of  this  union  there  have  been 
born  two  children — Burtis  W.  and  Ned  M. 
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AMES  M.  HARVEY,  fifth  Gov- 
einor  of  the  State  of  Kansas,  and  a 
Virginian  by  birth,  is  a  native 
of  Monroe  County,  and  was  born 
Sept.  21,  1833.  His  parents, 
Thomas  and  Margaret  (Walker) 
Harve3',  were  also  natives  of  the 
Old  Dominion,  but  removed 
from  that  State  when  their  son 
James  M.  was  quite  young. 
He  acquired  his  education  in  the 
public  and  select  schools  of  In- 
diana, Illinois  and  Iowa,  and 
following  his  tastes  and  talents, 
became  a  finished  practical  sur- 
veyor and  civil  engineer.  Mr. 
Harvey,  in  the  year  1859,  just  before  Kansas  was 
freed  from  Territorial  enthrallment,  and  when  she 
was  struggling  to  become  one  of  the  sisterhood  of 
States,  removed  hither,  settling  in  Riley  County. 
He  at  once  became  warmly  interested  in  the  affairs 
of  this  section  of  country,  and  distinguisiied  him- 
self for  his  ability,  intelligence  and  enthusiastic  sup- 
jiort  of  the  measure  which  was  to  make  the  Territory 
a  full  member  of  the  American  Union.  The  pur- 
suit of  agriculture  at  that  time  offered  a  more  ample 
income  than  his  profession,  and  in  this  he  at  once 
engaged,  but  the  seclusion  of  the  farm  did  not  con- 
ceal his  eminent  ability  and  his  talents  from  the 
public,  and  he  was  a  prominent  factor  in  the  affairs 
3f  Kansas  for  a  period  of  nearly  thirty  years. 
It  was  not  long  after  his  arrival  here  until  the 


Civil  War  was  precipitated  upon  the  country,  and 
James  M.  Harvey  enlisted  as  a  soldier  of  the  Union 
army,  and  was  soon  given  a  Captain's  commission 
in  the  4ih  and  10th  Regiments,  which  were  consoli- 
dated. He  served  with  honor  in  the  campaign  in 
which  bis  command  took  part,  and  was  mustered  out 
in  1864.  The  following  year,  and  also  in  1866,  he 
was  elected  to  represent  his  county  in  the  Kansas 
Legislature,  where  he  displayed  such  power  as  to 
attract  the  leading  men  of  the  commonwealth,  and 
in  which  he  gave  unmistakable  indications  of  the 
distinction  he  would  achieve  in  the  future.  After 
serving  his  terms  creditably  as  a  member  of  the 
House,  he  was,  in  1867-71,  a  member  of  the  Senate, 
and  in  the  latter  year  was  elected  Governor. 

The  duties  of  these  various  offices  Mr.  Harvey 
discharged  with  that  fidelity  and  ability  which  en- 
titled him  to  still  higher  distinction,  and  accordingly 
on  the  assembling  of  the  State  Leglature,  in  1874, 
he  was  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the 
resignation  of  Alexander  Caldwell,  United  States 
Senator.  This  vacancy  had  been  temporarily  filled 
by  the  appointment  of  Robert  Crozier,  but  the 
Legislature  promptly  recognized  the  claims  of  Mr. 
Harvey,  and  gave  him  the  merited  compliment  of 
his  regular  election  to  that  position.  He  took  his 
seat  on  the  12th  of  February,  and  in  this,  as  in  all 
other  places  which  he  was  called  upon  to  fill,  dis- 
charged his  duties  with  great  credit  to  himself  and 
honor  to  his  State  until  the  4th  of  March,  1877,  at 
which  time  his  term  expired. 
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JAMES  M.  HARVEY. 


During  Mr.  Harvey's  incumbency  of  the  Gov- 
ernor's office  much  important  work  was  done  b3'-  the 
Legislature,  including  the  issuance  of  bonds  for 
the  military  expenses  of  the  Indian  War,  and  pro- 
viding a  military  contingent  fund  for  the  protection 
of  the  frontier  of  the  State  against  Indian  depreda- 
tions— these  two  objects  calling  for  $275,000 ;  and 
also  the  further  issuance  of  bonds  to  aid  in  com- 
pleting the  west  wing  of  the  State  Capitol,  $70,000 ; 
to  defray  the  expenses  of  raising  the  19th  Regiment, 
$14,000;  and  $1,600  was  appropriated  to  buy  seed 
wheat  for  destitute  farmers  on  the  frontier.  Dur- 
ing that  term  also  the  east  wing  of  the  new  capitol  at 
Topeka  was  so  far  completed  that  on  December  25 
they  were  occupied  by  the  State  officers.  At  that 
date  there  had  been  expended  on  the  wing  com- 
Ijleted  and  on  the  west  wing,  on  which  work  was 
still  progressing,  the  sum  of  $417,588.29.  At  the 
annual  election,  which  occurred  Nov.  8,  1870, 
Gov.  Harvey  received  over  19,000  majority  over 
his  Democratic  opponent.  For  United  States  Sena- 
tor, to  serve  the  unexpired  term  of  Caldwell,  the 
balloting  commenced  January  27,  and  was  continued 
four  days,  no  candidate  receiving  the  required 
seventy  votes  necessary  to  a  choice.  On  the  2d  of 
February,  Mr.  Harve}'  v.'as  elected  on  a  joint  vote 
of  sevent3'-six  as  against  fifty-eight  thrown  for  all 
other  candidates. 

During  the  twelfth  session  of  the  Kansas  Legis- 
lature, James  M.  Harvey,  Governor,  thirty-eight 
laws  were  passed.  Amoiig  them  were  bills  authoriz- 
ing or  legalizing  the  issuance  of  municipal  bonds ;  the 
State  Board  of  Agriculture  was  created ;  $3,000  was 
appropriated  for  the  relief  of  Western  settlers,  and 
$2,500  for  the  Freedman's  University  of  Quindaro; 
the  boundaries  of  Kingman  and  Harvey  Counties 
were  defined,  the  latter  named  in  honor  of  James 
M. ;  two  new  judicial  districts  were  created,  the 
Thirteenth  and  Fourteenth:  the  salaries  of  State 
officers  and  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Courts  and 
Districts  Courts  were  increased;  and  an  act  passed 
providing  for  the  sale  of  Normal  School  lands; 
Commissioners  were  also  appointed  to  provide  for 
the  settlement  of  losses  by  Indian  depredations 
between  1860  and  1871. 

Gov.  Harvey  upon  retiring  from  public  life  re- 
turned to  his  farm  at  Vinton,  Riley  County,  where 


he  resided  for  a  time,  and  then  returned  to  the 
vicinity  of  his  old  home  in  Virginia,  and  is  now 
living  in  Richmond.  On  the  4th  of  October,  1 854,  ho 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Charlotte  Cutter, 
of  Adams  County,  111.,  and  of  this  union  there 
were  born  six  children,  four  daughters  and  two 
sons,  namely:  Clara,  Emma,  Lillian,  Martha,  James 
N.  and  John  A. 

The  assuring  smile  of  peace  fell  upon  Kansas  for 
the  first  time  in  her  existence  when  the  war  of  the 
Rebellion  ended,  and  about  the  time  Mr.  Harvey, 
after  serving  valiantly  in  the  ranks  of  the  Union 
army,  returned  to  Riley  County,  and  was  called 
upon  to  assist  in  the  further  great  work  which  lay 
before  both  legislators  and  people.  It  was  a  time 
demanding  the  best  efforts  of  its  wisest  men,  and 
Mr.  Harvey  in  his  sphere  was  equal  to  the  emer- 
gency, and  to  the  perplexing  duties  devolving  upon 
him  as  Legislator,  Senator  and  Governor.  Twelve 
years  of  turmoil  and  strife  had  trained  the  inhabitants 
to  know  no  rest  save  in  motion,  and  no  safety  ex- 
cept in  incessant  vigilance.  Under  this  discipline 
their  character  had  become  as  peculiar  as  the  expe- 
riences through  which  they  had  passed.  A  rest- 
less energy  was  the  controlling  element,  and  the  life 
of  ease  and  peace  was  one  so  foreign  to  their  ex- 
perience as  to  strike  them  as  almost  unnatural. 
They,  however,  under  the  fortunate  rule  of  a  wise 
executive,  turned  to  the  pursuit  of  the  peaceful  arts 
and  conquered  the  right  to  the  free  soil  they  now 
tread.  Mines  were  opened,  railroads  built,  hus- 
bandry and  manufactures  brought  wealth  and  plenty, 
and  peace  and  prosperity  reigned. 

Along  with  the  happy  state  of  affairs  just  above 
mentioned,  there  were  also  built  up  the  indispensa- 
ble adjuncts  of  churches,  schools  and  charitable 
institutions,  together  with  happy  homes,  villages 
and  cities,  and  all  else  which  marks  the  develop- 
ment of  a  civilized  and  free  people.  Every  man 
who  at  that  critical  period  performed  his  duty  de- 
serves to  be  perpetuated  in  history.  Among  these 
James  M.  Harvey  was  likewise  equal  to  the  emer- 
gency, and  is  amply  entitled  to  have  his  name  en- 
rolled among  the  patriots  of  that  period,  who  labored 
efficiently  in  bringing  about  the  future  prosperity 
of  the  commonwealth  which  now  occupies  a  proud 
position  among  the  States  west  of  the  Mississippi, 
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jHOMAS  A.  OSBORN,  one 
of  the  most  popular  and 
distinguished  gentlemen 
who  ever  served  the  State 
of  Kansas  as  her  Executive, 
lb  to-day  an  honored  citi- 
zen of  that  great  common- 
wealth and  a  resident  of  her  capital 
city.  He  was  chosen  to  this  high 
position  at  a  critical  time  in  the 
histoiy  of  the  State.  While  it 
istiuethatno  commonwealth  in 
our  glorious  galaxy  of  States  has 
been  so  sorely  tried  or  passed 
through  so  many  and  such  severe 
ordeals,  there  have  been  some  peri- 
ods of  greater  trials  than  others. 
One  crisis  after  another  has  come  upon  this  people, 
but  there  was  always  a  firm  and  wise  hand  ready 
and  able  to  guide  the  ship  of  State  through  the 
storm  and  over  the  shoals.  Kansas  found  in  the 
person  of  Mr.  Osborn  a  safe  leader,  a  patriot  and  a 
statesman.  From  the  year  1872  to  1877  was  an 
important  period  in  the  history  of  Kansas,  and  during 
this  time  Thomas  A.  Osborn  stood  at  the  head  of 
its  affairs.  Many  vital  questions  were  forced  upon 
the  Executive  during  these  eventful  years,  and  the 
record  he  made  then  will  ever  endear  him  to  the 
hearts  of  the  people  of  the  State  he  so  efficiently 
served.  AVhen  tried  he  was  not  found  wanting, 
but  demonstrated  that  he  possessed  a  sound  judg- 
ment, a  keen  foresight,  and  an  unfaltering  devotion 
to  the  well-being  and  prosperity  of  the  State.  Though 
a  stanch  Republican  as  a  citizen,  as  a  Governor  he 
was  non  partisan,  and  worked  impartially  to  the  bet- 
terment and  welfare  of  the  whole  people.     Not  only 


has  he  been  a  valued  citizen  of  the  State  because 
he  so  ably  filled  the  Gubernatorial  Chair  for  two 
terms,  but  because  for  over  a  quarter  of  a  ccnluiy 
he  has  stood  in  the  front  rank  of  her  most  progres- 
sive and  patriotic  citizens,  aiding  in  every  laudable 
enterprise  having  for  its  object  the  public  gooil. 

Thomas  A.  Osborn  was  born  nearly  fifty-two 
years  ago,  at  Meadville,  Pa.,  Oct.  26,  183G.  He 
attended  the  common  schools  of  his  neighborhood 
during  his  boyhood,  and  at  the  age  of  fifteen  com- 
menced life  as  a  printer  by  carrying  the  newspapers 
of  the  office.  Here  he  served  a  full  apprenticeship, 
and  in  the  meantime  pursued  the  course  of  study 
which  had  been  interrupted  by  the  necessity  of 
making  his  own  living.  By  his  labors  at  the  case 
he  was  enabled  in  due  time  to  earn  enough  money 
to  pay  his  way  through  Allegheny  College,  and  in 
1856  he  commenced  the  study  of  law  in  the  office 
of  Judge  Derrrickson,  of  his  native  town.  The 
year  following  he  came  to  Michigan,  and  was  soon 
afterward  admitted  to  the  bar.  In  November, 
1857,  he  migrated  to  Kansas,  and  began  his  career 
in  the  Territory  at  Lawrence,  as  a  compositor  in  tiie 
office  of  the  Herald  of  Freedom.  Such  was  his 
fidelity  to  duty,  and  his  industry  and  efficiency, 
that  he  was  soon  promoted  to  the  position  of  foreman, 
and  in  March,  1858,  the  editor  of  the  paper,  after 
a  two-weeks  absence,  expressed  his  thanks  "to  his 
worthy  foreman,  T.  A.  Osborn,  Esq.,  for  the  very 
satisfactory  manner  in  which  he  has  conducted  its 
columns." 

Before  Mr.  Osborn  was  twenty-two  years  old  he 
commenced  the  practice  of  law  at  Elwood,  Doni- 
phan County,  and  soon  acquired  a  fine  reputation 
in  his  chosen  profession,  rolitically,  he  was  a  strong 
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Republican  and  Free-State  man,  and  in  1859  was 
elected  Senator  from  Doniphan  County  to  the  first 
State  Legislature,  taking  his  seat  in  1861,  when 
twenty-tive  years  old.  The  year  following  he  was 
chosen  Piesident  pro  teJi.  of  the  Senate  during  the 
absence  of  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  and  during 
the  impeachment  trial  of  Gov.  Robinson  and  others. 
His  next  promotion  was  his  election  to  the  oflice  of 
Lieutenant  Governor  over  his  competitor,  Hon.  J.  J. 
Ingalls. 

In  1864  Mr.  Osborn  received  the  appointment  of 
United  States  Marshal  in  Kansas,  by  President 
Lincoln,  and  occupied  the  position  until  1867,  re- 
siding during  and  after  his  term  of  office  at  Leaven- 
worth. In  the  fall  of  1872  he  accepted  from  the 
hands  of  his  party  tlie  nomination  for  Governor  of 
Kansas.  The  convention  assembled  at  Topeka,  and 
their  candidate  was  elected  by  a  majority  of  34,000. 
He  was  duly  inaugurated  in  January,  1873,  and 
served  with  so  great  ability  and  rendered  such  sat- 
isfaction that  he  was  again  chosen  at  the  State  Con- 
vention of  his  party  for  a  second  term.  The  fol- 
lowing November  he  was  duly  elected,  and  served 
another  two  years. 

It  is  proper  in  this  connection  to  give  a  resume 
of  some  of  the  occurrences  in  Kansas  at  the  time 
Gov.  Osborn  occupied  the  position  of  State  Execu- 
tive. In  May,  1874,  during  his  second  year  as 
Governor,  the  Indians  on  the  southwestern  frontier 
commenced  depredations  upon  the  settlers  in  Bar- 
bour County,  which  were  confined  for  a  time  to  the 
stealing  of  their  cattle  and  horses.  In  an  attempt 
to  recover  some  of  the  plunder,  a  detachment  of 
United  States  Cavalry  fatally  wounded  a  son  of 
Little  Robe,  a  chief  of  the  Cheyennes.  This  in- 
cited the  Indians  to  open  outrages,  and  in  June  five 
murders  were  committed.  These  outrages  alarmed 
the  entire  southwestern  border,  and  action  was  at  once 
taken  to  place  the  more  exposed  points  in  as  good 
a  condition  of  defense  as  was  possible.  Companies 
were  organized  and  armed  in  readiness  foranemer- 
gencjs  and  stockades  were  constructed  by  the  set- 
tlers at  Medicine  Lodge,  Kiowa,  Sun  City,  and  at 
points  midway  between  the  two  latter  places.  Not- 
witlistanding  these  precautions,  hundred?  of  people 
deserted  their  homes  and  sought  protection  in  the 
larger  towns.  In  July  other  murders  were  com- 
mitted, and  suspicion  pointed  strongly  to  the  Osage 
Indians.  Early  in  August  a  party  of  these,  twenty- 
five  in  number,  appeared  near  the  town  of  Kiowa, 
claiming  to  be  out  on  a  buffalo  hunt,  and  upon  be- 
ing ordered  to  return  to  their  reservation  they  re- 
fused to  do  so.  This  was  communicated  to  Capt. 
Ricker,  who  was  in  command  of  a  company  of 
mounted  militia,  and  who  in  setting-  out  to  find 
them,  overtook  them  about  fifteen  miles  northeast 


of  Medicine  Lodge.  In  the  skirmish  which  ensued 
four  Indians  were  killed.  The  savages  now  grew 
more  bold  and  decided  in  their  onslaught  upon  the 
white  settlers,  and  by  the  1st  of  September  they 
had  slain  sixteen  citizens,  six  of  whom  were  resi- 
dents of  Lawrence  and  peaceably  engaged  in  sur- 
veying public  lands  forty  miles  south  and  twenty 
miles  west  of  Dodge  City.  Gov.  Osborn  was  com- 
pelled to  keep  the  volunteer  militia  companies  on 
the  border  in  active  service  until  nearly  the  close 
of  1874,  and  between  those  who  urged  extreme 
measures  and  those  who,  more  timid,  advised  a  pol- 
icy of  extreme  forbearance,  he  was  in  a  position  re- 
quiring great  ingenuity  and  temperance  of  action. 
Few  men  in  his  position  could  have  done  better, 
and  more  would  probably  have  failed  in  assisting  to 
bring  all  these  troubles  to  a  peaceable  conclusion. 

After  leaving  the  Gubernatorial  Chair  in  1877, 
Mr.  Osborn  was  appointed  by  President  Hayes, 
United  States  Minister  to  Chili.  In  this  position  he 
remained  for  four  5'ears,  when  he  was  tendered  by 
President  Garfield  the  position  of  Minister  to  the 
Empire  of  Brazil.  This  he  accepted,  and  remained 
near  the  court  of  Don  Pedro  until  the  administra- 
tion of  President  Cleveland  came  into  power. 

Mr.  Osborn's  record  as  a  foreign  Minister  was 
not  only  highly  creditable  to  our  own  Nation,  but 
doubly  so  to  him  as  an  official  and  a  citizen  of  the 
great  peace-loving  Republic  of  America.  While  in 
Chili  he  was  quite  active  in  trying  to  bring  to  an 
end  the  bloody  war  in  which  that  country  was  en- 
gaged with  Peru  and  Bolivia,  and  in  1880  presided 
over  a  conference  of  representatives  of  the  bellig- 
erent power  on  board  the  American  man-of-war 
"Lackawanna"  in  the  bay  of  Arica,  which  had  in 
view  that  object.  He  also  interested  himself  in 
bringing  to  a  peaceful  conclusion  the  long-pending 
boundary  dispute  between  Chili  and  the  Argentine 
Republic.  For  his  valued  and  able  services  in  this 
connection  he  received  the  thanks  of  both  nations. 

Since  Gov.  Osborn's  return  to  the  United  States 
he  has  occupied  himself  in  various  enterprises,  and 
while  not  entirely  eschewing  polities,  has  made 
known  his  desire  to  be  excused  from  filling  further 
official  positions.  He  stood  at  the  head  of  the  Kansas 
delegation  to  the  National  Republican  Convention  in 
1888,  and  in  that  august  assembly  was  a  prominent 
figure.  He  is  a  man  whose  opinions  are  universally 
held  in  respect,  and  one  who  has  no  unimportant 
influence  in  the  councils  of  his  party.  His  early 
life  and  training  served  to  build  up  within  him  that 
patience  and  self-reliance,  and  that  perseverance  in 
l3ehalf  of  a  worthy  principle,  which  has  been  the 
secret  of  his  standing  among  his  fellowmen,  and 
distinguished  him  as  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary 
ability,  and  one  eminently  to  be  trusted. 
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EORGE  T.  ANTHONY, 

the  seventh  Governor  of 
the  State  of  Kansas,  came 
of  an  excellent  family  of  the 
Empire  State,  who  were  or- 
thodox Quakers  religiously, 
and  who  in  point  of  the  ele- 
ments ■(\hich  go  to  make  up  the  bone 
and  sinew  of  the  social  fabric,  pos- 
sessed all  the  characteristics  of  that  pe- 
culiar people.  He  was  born  in  May- 
field,  Fulton  Co.,  N.  Y.,  June  9, 1824, 
and  spent  his  boyhood  and  youth  on  a 
farm,  acquiring  his  education  mostly 
in  the  winter  season,  and  making  him- 
self useful  at  agricultural  pursuits  in  summer. 
About  the  age  of  nineteen  he  commenced  learning 
the  tin  and  copper  smith's  trade  at  Union  Springs, 
Cayuga  County,  which  he  followed  as  a  journey- 
man five  years,  then  repaired  to  Ballston  Spa,  and 
clerked  in  a  hardware  store  until  his  removal  to 
Medina,  in  1850. 

lu  the  town  above  mentioned  Mr.  Anthony  found 


his  future  wife.  Miss  Rose  A.  Lyons,  to  whom  he 
was  married  Dec.  14,  1852,  and  thereafter  for  a 
period  of  nine  years  was  engaged  in  trade  in  hard- 
ware, tin  and  stoves,  and  also  carried  on  the  manu- 
f.acture  of  stoves  and  agricultural  implements.  Later 
he  engaged  in  the  commission  business,  and  in  due 
time  was  made  Loan  Commissioner  for  Orleans 
County,  being  thus  occupied  three  years. 

During  the  late  Rebellion  and  under  the  call  of 
July  2,  1862,  for  additional  troops,  Mr.  Anthony 
was  selected  by  request  of  Gov.  Morton  as  one  of  a 
committee  of  seven  to  raise  and  organize  troops  in  the 
Twenty-eighth  District  of  New  York,  embracing  the 
counties  of  Orleans,  Niagara  and  Genesee.  In  Au- 
o-ust  following  he  was  authorized  to  recruit  an  inde- 
pendent battery  of  light  artillery  of  six  guns,  and 
which  was  subsequently  known  as  the  17th  New 
York  Independent  Battery.  Such  was  the  in- 
dustry with  which  he  set  about  this  commission, 
that  in  four  days  the  maximum  number  was  secured 
and  mustered  into  service,  with  Mr.  Anthony  as 
Captain,  and  they  proceeded  at  once  to  AVashington. 
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dipt.  Anthony  served  with  his  battery  until  the 
flose  of  the  war,  operating  between  Washington  and 
Uiclimond,  and  in  front  of  the  latter  city  and  Pe- 
tersburg, being  with  the  18th  Army  Corps  during 
the  last  year  of  the  war.  He  was  breveted  Major 
for  services  in  the  last  campaign  ending  at  Appo- 
mattox Court  House,  and  after  the  surrender  of  the 
Confederate  forces,  was  mustered  out  of  service  at 
Richmond,  Va.,  June  12,  1865. 

In  November,  1865,  Mr.  Anthony  changed  his 
residence  from  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  to  Leavenworth, 
this  State,  and  became  editor  of  the  Leavenworth 
Dally  Bulletin,  also  of  the  Leavenworth  Daily  Con- 
seroatioe,  filling  the  position  two  years  and  one-half. 
He  subsequently  assumed  proprietorship  of  the  Kan- 
sas Farmer,  which  he  conducted  six  years.  In  the 
meantime  such  had  been  the  zeal  with  which  he  in- 
terested himself  in  the  affairs  of  a  State  struggling 
for  recognition,  and  only  needing  good  men  for 
leaders,  tliat  he  was  recognized  as  a  man  eminently 
fitted  for  promotion,  and  in  December,  1867,  was 
appointed  United  States  Internal  Revenue  Assistant 
Assessor,  and  the  following  year  Collector  of  Inter- 
nal Revenue.  For  three  years  he  was  President  of 
the  Kansas  State  Board  of  Agriculture,  and  for  two 
years  held  the  same  position  on  the  Board  of  Cen- 
teimial  Managers  for  the  State,  and  was  discharging 
the  duties  of  the  three  offices  at  the  time  of  his 
election  as  Governor,  on  the  7th  of  November, 
-.876. 

Gov.  Anthony,  while  State  Executive,  presided 
wisely  as  counselor  over  the  many  difficult  ques- 
tions arising  at  that  time,  and  retired  from  the 
office  with  the  best  wishes  of  those  who  had  realized 
how  faithfully  he  had  endeavored  to  perform  his 
duty.  He  continued  his  residence  in  Leavenworth 
£ifter  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office,  and  there- 
after was  employed  much  of  the  time  in  a  respon- 
sible position,  in  connection  with  the  extension  of 
the  great  Santa  Fe  Railroad  through  New  Mexico 
and  into  Old  Mexico. 

That  Gov.  Anthony  was  popular  during  his  in- 
cumbency of  the  Executive  oflice,  is  indicated  b3' 
the  fact  that  the  county  seat  of  Harper  Count}'  was 
named  in  iiis  honor.  Over  the  establishment  of 
this  town  there  was  much  earnest  debate  in  regard 
to  its  location  and  many  other  important  details  in 


connection  therewith.  It  is  now  a  city  of  impor- 
tance, and  was  honored  with  a  post-office  in  the 
summer  of  1878.  At  first  the  service  was  only 
weekly,  but  in  due  time  became  daily,  and  it  was 
made  a  money-order  office  in  1880.  Previous  to 
this,  however,  a  bank  had  been  established  in  a 
small  frame  structure  standing  on  the  street,  and 
its  business  was  soon  conducted  in  a  store  building, 
with  a  capital  of  ^20,000.  The  Globe  Mills  were  put 
up  in  1880-81,  at  a  cost  of  over  $25,000,  and  in  due 
time  commanded  a  large  trade  from  points  in  the 
Indian  Territory,  as  well  as  the  surrounding  towns. 

Churches  and  newspapers  sprang  up  in  due  time 
in  the  town  of  Anthony,  and  various  lodges  of  the 
different  societies  were  named  in  honor  of  the 
Governor.  The  town  itself  lies  on  the  edge  of  a 
beautiful  valley,  a  trifle  over  two  miles  from  the 
geographical  center  of  Harper  County,  and  the  site 
was  selected  after  much  deliberation  by  the  Town 
Company,  which  had  been  formed  at  Wichita  for 
the  purpose,  as  it  was  found  desirable  to  establish  a 
town  not  far  from  the  center  of  Harper  County, 
which  embraced  large  tracts  of  beautiful  rolling 
land.  The  projected  town  was  considered  a 
matter  of  serious  importance,  and  not  the  least 
among  the  matters  connected  with  its  establishment 
was  the  name  by  which  it  should  be  called.  The 
descendants  of  Gov.  Anthon}'  ma^-  be  pardoned  if 
in  preserving  their  family  history  they  keep  prop- 
erly in  view  this  fact  in  connection  therewith.  The 
town  site  was  made  to  cover  320  acres,  and  the  first 
work  of  the  company  was  to  build  a  barracks  for 
the  accommodation  of  emigrants,  and  to  dig  tlnee 
public  wells. 

About  as  soon  as  the  announcement  went  forth 
that  the  "  city  of  Anthony  "  was  ready  for  settle- 
ment, about  a  dozen  box  houses  sprang  up  as  if  by 
magic,  and  were  soon  followed  b}'  a  store  of  general 
merchandise,  a  hardware  and  a  drug-store,  and  closely 
upon  the  heels  of  tliese  came  a  ph3^sician  and  an 
attorney-.  The  new  town  grew  rapidly,  and  now 
occupies  a  proud  position  among  the  other  cities 
adjacent,  going  in  some  respects  ahead  of  t'.iose 
which  are  older.  As  may  be  supposed,  the  patriot, 
tlie  ex-soldier,  and  one  of  tlie  most  conscientious 
men  who  ever  occupied  the  CUibcrnatorial  C'liair  of 
Kansas,  has  watched  its  growtli  with  lively  interest. 
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OHN  P.  ST.  JOHN,  eigbtli 
Governor  of  the  State  of 
Kansas,  was  bora  in  Brook- 
tield,  Franklin  Co.,  Ind., 
Feb.  25,  1833.  The  family 
is  of  Huguenot  descent. 
Daniel  St.  John,  the  paternal 
grandfather,  was  a  native  of 
Luzerne  Countj-,  Pa.,  and  for 
sixty  years  was  one  of  the  fore- 
most ministers  of  the  Universalist 
denomination,  preaching  with  un- 
swerving faith  the  doctrines  he 
had  espoused,  and  illustrating  their 
purity  by  aguileless and  untarnished 
reputation.  He  was  the  friend  and 
contemporary  of  Murray,  Ballou,  Streeter  and 
Thomas,  and  was  numbered  with  them  as  one  of 
the  American  fathers  of  this  religious  faith.  He 
was  also  a  Freemason,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  Broad  Ripple,  Ind.,  was 
the  oldest  member  of  the  fraternity  in  the  State. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  son  of  Samuel 
St.  John,  who  was  born  in  Orange  Count}-,  N.  Y., 
r.nd  was  a  man  of  more  tlian  ordinary  abilit}'.  The 
mother,  Sophia  (Snell)  St.  John,  was  of  English 
t'xUaction,  a  lady  of  rare  intelligence,  with  a  char- 
acter adorned  by  all  the  Christian  virtues.  The 
children  of  farmers  in  the  rural  districts  of  Indiana 
forty  years  ago  were  taught  by  such  instructors  as 
tlie  limited  means  of  the  inhabitants  could  com- 
ni.ind,  and  who  dispensed  knowledge  usually  only 
two  short  terms  each  year.     Under  these  circum- 


stances the  early  education  of  John  P.  St.  John 
was  acquired.  He  soon  mastered  the  elementary 
branches  taught  in  the  district  school,  but  deter- 
mined to  carry  on  his  education  as  soon  as  he  could 
secure  tlie  means,  and  for  this  purpose,  while  yet 
a  youth,  entered  a  store,  but  devoted  his  leisure 
hours  to  his  books. 

In  1852  Mr.  St.  John  made  his  way  to  the  Pa- 
cific Slope,  and  employed  himself  at  whatever  he 
could  find  to  do — wood-chopping,  steamboating, 
mining,  merchandising,  etc.  During  the  period  of 
eight  years,  which  were  pregnant  with  adventure, 
hardship,  danger  and  toil,  if  not  of  profit,  he  made 
voyages  to  Central  America,  South  America, 
Mexico,  Oregon  and  the  Sandwich  Islands.  He 
was  engaged  in,  the  Indian  Wars  of  Northern  Cali- 
fornia and  Southern  Oregon  in  1852-53,  in  which 
he  suffered  all  the  perils  and  hardships  incident  to 
the  struggles  of  that  time,  and  was  several  times 
wounded  in  the  service. 

During  his  mining  life  in  California  the  long- 
cherished  predilection  of  Mr.  St.  John  for  the  legal 
profession  ripened  into  a  definite  purpose.  He 
accordingly  procured  a  few  elementary'  law  books, 
and  under  circumstances  calculated  to  try  the 
courage  of  one  less  determined,  he  commenced  his 
law  studies  in  his  mining  camp,  reading  each  even- 
ing after  the  close  of  the  day's  labor  by  the  light 
of  a  burning  pine  knot  or  the  camp  fire.  He  thus 
pursued  his  studies  laboriously  for  two  3'ears.  In 
1860  he  returned  eastward  with  but  little  more  of 
this  world's  goods  than  when  he  set  out  eight  years 
before,  but  equipped   with   a    rich    experience,  a 
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knowledge  of  the  world  and  a  fair  idea  of  common 
law.  With  the  view  of  perfecting  himself  still 
fnrther  in  his  studies,  he  entered  the  office  of 
Messrs.  Starkweather  &  McLain,  at  Charleston,  111., 
and  at  the  expiration  of  a  year's  time  was  admitted 
to  practice  at  the  bar,  and  became  a  member  of  the 
firm  above  mentioned. 

The  anticipated  professional  career  of  Mr.  St. 
John,  however,  was  rudely  broken  in  upon  by  the 
mutterings  of  Civil  W.ir,  and  laying  aside  his  per- 
sonal interests,  he  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Company 
C,  68th  Illinois  Infantry.  The  regiment  was  soon 
sent  to  Alexandria,  Va.,  and  St.  John  was  assigned 
to  detached  duty  as  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
He  continued  in  this  capacity  until  his  term  of 
enlistment  had  expired,  but  subsequently  at  Camp 
Mattoon,  III.,  he  was  placed  in  command  of  the 
troops  there,  given  the  commission  of  Captain,  and 
upon  the  organization  of  the  143d  Illinois,  was 
elected  Lieutenant  Colonel  of  this  regiment.  They 
operated  subsequently  in  the  Mississippi  Valley,  and 
Col.  St.  .John  continued  in  the  service  until  1864, 
when  he  retired  to  private  life,  and  resumed  the 
practice  of  law  in  connection  with  Judge  McLaini 
the  surviving  partner  of  the  old  firm. 

In  February,  1865,  Mr.  St.  John  with  his  family 
removed  to  Independence,  Mo.,  where  he  first 
became  prominent  as  a  politician,  and  as  a  most 
effective  and  popular  orator.  During  his  four- 
years  residence  at  that  point  he  took  an  active  part 
in  the  political  campaign  of  1868,  making  an  effect- 
ive and  vigorous  canvass  of  Western  Missouri  in 
behalf  of  the  nominees  of  the  Republican  party.  In 
May,  1869,  he  changed  his  residence  to  Olathe, 
Kan.,  and  associated  himself  with  M.  V.  B.  Parker 
for  the  practice  of  law.  This  continued  until  1875, 
and  Mr.  St.  John  then  formed  a  partnership  with 
Hon.  I.  O.  Pickering,  of  Olathe,  and  continued  tlie 
practice  of  his  profession  until  pressing  public 
duties  forced  him  to  abandon  it. 

The  prominence  of  Gov.  St.  John  in  public  life 
seems  to  have  become  his  unsought,  and  as  the  re- 
sult of  circumstances  entirely  outside  his  individ- 
ual purposes  or  designs.  Up  to  1872  he  had  given 
Only  such  attention  to  political  affairs  as  was 
vouchsafed  by  all  intelligent  and  patriotic  voters. 
He  had  held   unsought  the    various  local    offices 


which  fall  to  the  lot  of  responsible  citizens  in  the 
administration  of  town  affairs,  and  as  an  ardent  Re- 
publican had  done  acceptable  work  on  the  stump 
during  the  canvass  of  1868.  Four  years  later  he 
was  elected  State  Senator  from  Johnson  County, 
and  at  once  took  a  leading  position,  both  on  the 
floor  as  a  debater,  and  in  the  committee  rooms  as 
an  efficient  business  member. 

The  temperance  movement  found  a  sturdy  and 
fearless  advocate  of  prohibition  in  Mr.  St.  John. 
Consequently  when  the  question  came  to  be  an 
issue  in  the  politics  of  Kansas,  he  was  at  once  rec- 
ognized as  the  fit  exponent  and  defender  of  the 
then  unpopular  doctrine.  The  Kansas  State  Tem- 
perance Convention  accordingly  nominated  him  as 
its  candidate  for  Governor,  in  1876.  He  declined 
the  nomination,  although  in  full  accord  with  the 
convention  on  the  issue  it  presented.  That  same 
fall  he  was  on  the  first  ballot  in  the  Republica'i 
convention,  the  leading  gubernatorial  candidate. 
On  the  seventh  ballot  he  withdrew  his  name,  which 
action  resulted  in  the  nomination  and  subsequent 
election  of  Hon.  George  T.  Anthony. 

At  the  Republican  State  Convention  held  two 
years  later  at  Topeka,  in  August,  1878,  Mr.  St. 
John  received  the  Republican  nomination  for 
Governor.  Considering  the  distracting  element  of 
a  third  party,  the  campaign  was  brilliant  and  effect- 
ive, and  the  result  one  of  the  most  decisive  politi- 
cal victories  ever  achieved  in  the  State.  In  1880, 
in  a  total  vote  of  198,238,  Mr.  St.  John  was  re- 
elected by  a  majority  over  the  next  highest  candi- 
date of  51,647  and  a  majority  over  all  of  32,170,  a 
fact  which  shows  how  satisfactory  to  the  people 
had  been  the  manner  in  which  he  had  discharged 
the  duties  of  his  office  during  his  first  term. 

The  great  exodus  of  the  colored  people  from  the 
Southern  States  to  Kansas  began  in  1879,  and  Gov. 
St.  John  at  once  took  an  active  interest  in  their 
behalf.  Through  his  influence,  personal  and  official, 
the  necessities  of  thousands  of  these  destitute  and 
suffering  people  were  relieved  and  themselves 
placed  in  a  position  to  become  self-sustaining.  In 
1882  his  friends  nominated  him  as  Governor  for  a 
third  term,  but  he  failed  of  a  re-election.  In  1884 
he  was  the  nominee  of  the  Prohibition  i)arty  for 
President,  and  received  150.000  votes. 


EORGE  W.  GLICK,  ninth 
Governor  of  Kansas,  was  its 
first  Democratic  State  Ex- 
ecutive. He  was  born  at 
Greeneastle,  Fairfield  Co., 
Oliio,  July  4,  1827,  and  on 
the  paternal  side  is  of  Ger- 
man descent.  His  great-grandfather, 
&#S>T  Henry  Glick,  was  one  of  five  brothers 
^  who  left  the  beautiful  Rliine  country 
£'^J^mV,  prior  to  the  Revolutionary  War.  In 
I^^D)  this  immortal  struggle  they  all  partici- 
pated and  subsequently  settled  in  Penn- 
sylvania. George  Glick,  grandfather 
of  the  Governor,  served  as  a  soldier 
in  the  War  of  1812,  and  was  severely  wounded  at 
the  battle  of  Ft.  Meigs. 

Isaac  Glick,  the  father  of  George  W.,  and  who 
was  prominent  as  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser  of  San- 
dusky Count}^,  Ohio,  held  for  three  consecutive 
terms  the  office  of  Treasurer  of  that  county,  and 
was  a  man  accounted  above  reproach,  both  in  his 
business  and  private  character.  He  married  Miss 
Mary  Sanders,  daughter  of  George  Sanders,  who 
was  a  soldier  patriot  in  the  War  of  1812,  in  which 
he  ranked  as  a  Captain  and  bore  the  marks  of  his 
bravery  in  bodily  wounds  of  a  serious  nature.  Mrs. 
Mary  (Sanders)  Glick  is  a  lady  of  high  culture  and 
great  piety,  active  in  the  work  of  Christian  charity, 
and  of  that  retiring  disposition  which  fully  car- 
ried out  the  command  of  the  great  teacher,  "Let 
not  thy  right  hand  know  what  thy  left  hand  doeth." 
As  a  boy,  George  W.  Glick  was  more  than  usually 
studious,  and  acquired  a  good  English  education, 
embracing  the  higher  mathematics  and  the  lan- 
guages, which  lent  a  polish  to  his  practical  sense  and 
business  qualifications,  and  enabled  him  to  succeed 


almost  uniformly  in  his  undertakings.  When  he 
was  a  little  lad  of  five  years  the  family  removed  to 
Lower  Sandusky,  now  Fremont,  where,  after  com- 
pleting his  education,  he  entered  the  law  office  of 
Buckland  &  Hayes,  the  junior  member  of  the  firm 
being  afterward  President  of  tlie  United  States.  In 
due  time  he  passed  a  thorough  examination  in  con- 
nection with  the  Cincinnati  Law  School  students, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  by  the  Supreme  Court. 

Mr.  Glick  commenced  the  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion at  Fremont,  Ohio,  where  his  careful  attention 
to  the  interests  of  his  clients  secured  him  a  large 
patronage.  Later  he  removed  to  Sandusky  City, 
and  in  1858  was  made  the  Congressional  nominee 
of  the  Democratic  party  in  his  district,  but  declined 
the  honor  in  the  presence  of  the  convention,  but 
accepted  later  the  nomination  for  State  Senator. 
Although  defeated,  he  ran  nearly  2,000  votes  ahead 
of  his  party  ticket.  Later  he  was  elected  Judge 
Advocate  General  of  the  2d  Regiment  of  the  Sev- 
enteenth Division  of  the  Ohio  Militia,  with  the  rank 
of  Colonel,  receiving  his  commission  from  Gov. 
Salmon  P.  Chase. 

Late  in  1858  Mr.  Glick  came  to  Kansas,  locating 
in  Atchison,  and  associated  himself  in  tlie  practice 
of  law  with  Hon.  Alfred  G.  Otis.  This  gentleman 
was  well  versed  in  jurisprudence,  and  as  Judge  of 
the  Second  Judicial  District  from  Januar3',  1877,  to 
January,  1881,  won  golden  opinions  as  an  adminis- 
trator of  justice.  The  firm  of  Otis  &  Glick  contin- 
ued fifteen  years,  and  was  finally  dissolved  in  con- 
sequence of  a  throat  afiiection  from  which  Mr.  Glick 
had  suffered  for  some  time.  The  firm  settled  up 
its  affairs  annually,  never  a  dispute  occurring, 
its  last  settlement  having  been  effected  within  an 
hour. 

\t  ihu  first  election  held   under  the   Wyandotte 
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Constitution,  Dec.  6,  1859,  Mr.  Glick  was  made  the 
Democratic  nominee  for  Judge  of  the  Second  Judi- 
cial District,  and  received  a  vote  larger  than  that 
of  any  candidate  on  his  ticket.  He  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  from  the 
city  of  Atchison,  in  1862,  and  each  consecutive  year 
thereafter  until  1867.  He  was  re-elected  in  1875 
and  again  in  1 880.  During  these  years  he  was  Chair- 
man of  the  Judiciary  Committee,  and  was  chosen 
to  fill  this  position  by  the  Republican  Speakers  of 
the  House,  who  manifested  the  utmost  confidence 
in  his  wisdom  and  integrity.  Thereafter  he  served 
on  the  most  important  committees  existing,  and 
during  the  session  of  1876  was  Speaker  pro  tern  of 
the  House.  In  May,  1874,  he  served  as  State  Sen- 
ator, having  been  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused 
by  the  resignation  of  the  Hon.  Joseph  C.  Wilson. 
From  this  time  on  Mr.  Glick  was  constantly  called 
into  requisition  by  his  party,  being  in  1 886  a  dele- 
gate to  the  Union  Convention  at  Philadelphia,  and 
in  1870  a  member  of  the  Democratic  State  Central 
Committee.  Subsequently  he  was  a  member  of  the 
State  Central  Relief  Committee,  and  was  commis- 
sioned a  Centennial  Manager  by  Gov.  Thomas  A. 
Osborn  in  1876.  Subsequently  he  was  elected 
Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Manageis,  and  was  pres- 
ent at  the  first  meeting  in  Philadelphia,  when  the 
arranging  of  the  display  was  completed.  In  July, 
1882,  he  was  nominated  by  acclamation  as  the  Dem- 
ocratic candidate  for  Governor,  and  at  the  election 
received  considerable  support  outside  of  his  party. 
Mr.  Glick  was  County  Commissioner  of  Atchison 
County  upon  his  accession  to  the  office  of  Governor, 
and  was  also  holding  the  position  of  Auditor.  In 
his  election  to  this  office  he  received  about  forty- 
six  per  cent  of  the  votes  cast,  and  was  outdone  by 
only  one  man  in  this  respect,  namely,  John  P.  St. 
John,  who,  in  1880,  received  about  fifty -eight  per 
cent.  Although  a  man  of  temperate  habits,  he  does 
not  consider  prohibition  a  sovereign  remedy  for 
the  evils  arising  from  the  use  of,  and  traffic  in,  in- 
toxicatino;  drinks.  In  February,  1876,  while  a 
member  of  lVic  House  and  during  the  tendency  of 
the  proposed  amendment  to  the  Dram  Shop  Act,  he 
entered  a  protest,  which  was  spread  upon  the  House 
Journal,  in  which  he  maintained  that  the  Prohibi- 
tory Liquor  Law  had,  wherever  tried,  failed  to  ac- 


complish its  purpose,  and  that  this  proposition  was 
conceded  by  all  who  were  not  controlled  by  fanat- 
icism ;  that  no  one  would  attempt  to  enforce  such 
a  law,  and  that  regulation  and  control  of  the  traffic 
was  an  absolute  necessity  for  the  preservation  of 
the  peace  and  good  order  of  society,  and  that  this 
control  was  made  of  no  effect  b}'  the  proposed 
amendment. 

Mr.  Glick  furthermore  contended  that  the  reve- 
nue derived  from  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors 
aided  in  paying  the  burdensome  expenses  following 
the  wake  of  such  sales,  and  that  by  the  proposed 
law  the  burdens  upon  the  public  were  increased 
while  its  ability  to  prevent  them  was  decreased. 
He  believed  that  if  the  bill  became  a  law  it  would 
increase  the  number  of  places  where  liquor  would  be 
sold,  thereby  resulting  in  the  increase  of  the  evils  of 
the  traffic,  and  also  the  expenses  of  protecting  life  and 
propertj'  and  preserving  the  public  peace. 

The  early  Kansas  railroads  found  in  Gov.  Glick 
a  stanch  and  efficient  assistant,  and  he  was  one 
of  the  first  Directors  of  the  Central  Branch  of  the 
Union  Pacific,  running  west  from  Atchison.  He 
was  also  a  Director  of  the  Atchison,  Topeka  &  Santa 
Fc — the  important  transportation  line  of  the  State 
and  of  the  country  west  of  the  Mississippi.  From 
the  time  of  the  organization  of  the  Atchison  &  Ne- 
braska, he  was  its  President  to  its  completion,  and 
spent  four  years  of  incessant  labor  in  order  to  effect 
its  construction  from  Atchison  to  the  capital  city 
of  Omaha.  He  organized  the  Atchison  Gas  Com- 
pany and  secured  the  building  of  the  works.  Many 
of  the  buildings  in  the  city  of  Atchison,  both  busi- 
ness and  dwelling-houses,  were  erected  by  him,  and 
he  has  generously  disbursed  his  capital  to  encourage 
those  enterprises  best  calculated  to  increase  the  im- 
portance of  the  city. 

Mr.  Glick  was  married  at  Massillon,  Ohio,  Sept. 
17,  1857,  to  Miss  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Dr.  A. 
Ryder,  of  Fremont,  that  State.  While  he  was  State 
Executive  his  son  Frederick  was  his  private  secre- 
tary. This  son  and  a  daughter  Jennie  are  his  only 
children.  Mr.  Glick  was  the  first  Master  of  the 
Shannon  Hills  Grange  of  the  Patrons  of  Husbandry. 
He  has  been  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity 
nearly  forty  years,  and  aided  in  organizing  the 
Royal  Arch  Chapter  and  Commandery,  of  Atchison. 


3HE  tenth  Governor  of  Kansas 
w.as  born  March  10, 1839,  at 
Brownsville,  Pa.,  and  in  his 
early  days,  after  an  ordinary 
education,  learned  the  prin- 
ter's trade.  In  1857  he  went 
to  Pittsburgh,  and  was  em- 
ployed in  the  office  of  the  Commer- 
cial Journal,  and  early  in  October 
of  that  year  he  emigrated  to 
Kansas  and  located  in  Atchison. 
He  purchased  the  office  of  the 
Squatter  Sovereign  in  February, 
1858,  and  changed  its  name  to  the 
Freeinan's  Champion,  and  on  the 
20th  of  the  month  commenced  his 
editorial  career  in  this  State,  by 
the  issue  of  the  first  number  of  the  paper  which  he 
has  since  been  identified  with.  He  was  always  a 
stanch  free-State  man,  and  an  earnest  and  ardent 
Republican,  being  among  the  organizers  of  that 
grand  old  party  in  his  native  State.  He  was  Sec- 
retary of  the  Wyandotte  Constitutional  Convention, 
and  was  elected  State  Senator  before  he  was  of  age. 
During  the  summer  of  1861  Mr.  Martin  assisted 
in  organizing  the  8th  Kansas  Infantry,  of  which  he 
was  appointed  Lieutenant  Colonel.  The  regiment 
served  on  the  Missouri  border  during  the  fall  and 


winter  of  1861.  Early  in  18G2  he  was  appointed 
Provost  Marshal  of  Leavenworth,  and  in  March  of 
the  same  year  his  regiment  was  ordered  to  Corinth, 
Miss.,  Lieut.  Col.  Martin  in  command.  A  few  weeks 
after,  when  at  Corinth,  the  regiment  with  the 
division  to  which  it  was  attached,  was  ordered  to 
join  Gen.  Buell  in  Tennessee,  and  thereafter  during 
the  whole  war  it  served  in  the  Army  of  the  Cumber- 
land. Lieut.  Col.  Martin  was  promoted  to  be 
Colonel  on  the  1st  of  November,  1862,  and  was 
Provost  Marshal  of  Nashville,  Tenn.,  from  Decem- 
ber, 1862,  to  June,  1863.  The  regiment,  under  his 
command,  took  part  in  the  battles  of  Perryville 
and  Lancaster,  Ky.,  the  campaign  against  Tul- 
lahomaand  Chattanooga,  the  battle  of  Chickamauga, 
the  siege  of  Chattanooga,  the  storming  of  Mission 
Ridge,  the  campaign  of  East  Tennessee,  in  the  win- 
ter of  1863-64,  the  campaign  from  Chattanooga  to 
Atlanta,  and  the  subsequent  pursuit  of  Hood  north- 
ward. Col.  Martin  commanded  the  3d  Brigade,  1st 
Division,  20th  Army  Corps,  on  the  second  day  of 
the  battle  of  Chickamauga,  and  during  the  siege  of 
Chattanooga,  and  commanded  the  1st  Brigade,  3d 
Division,  4th  Army  Corps,  from  August,  1864,  until 
his  muster  out  at  Pulaski,  Tenn.,  Nov.  17,  1864. 

In  a  lengthy  description  of  the  battle  of  Mission 
Ridge,  published  in  the  New  York   Times  of  July 
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18,  1876,  Maj.  Gen.  Thomas  J.  Wood,  who  com- 
manded the  3d  Division,  4th  Corps,  Army  of  the 
Cumberland,  says: 

"Willich's  brigade,  in  the  center,  had  with  it  tlie 
heroic,  accomplished  Martin,  Colonel  of  the  8th 
Kansas.  What  that  regiment  could  not  talte  it  was 
not  worth  while  to  send  any  other  regiment  to  look 
for.  Martin  was  among  the  foremost  to  set  the 
example  of  the  upward  movement,  and  among  tlie 
first  to  reach  the  crest." 

In  a  letter  published  in  the  Cincinnati  Commer- 
cial ot  Jan.  24,  1876,  the  late  Brig.  Gen.  August 
Willich,  commander  of  the  1st  Brigade,  3d  Division, 
4th  Army  Corps,  after  stating  that  the  orders  he 
received  at  Orchard  Knob,  concerning  the  advance 
to  Mission  Ridge,  were  to  "take  the  rifle  pit  at  the 
foot  of  Mission  Ridge,  and  to  keep  that  position," 
and  describing  the  advance  to  the  base  of  the  ridge 
and  the  capture  of  the  rifle  pits  there,  says : 

"Herein  the  work  assigned  by  Gen.  Grant  was 
accomplished.  But  now  the  fire  of  the  enemy  be- 
came very  severe ;  the  shells  rent  the  ground  in 
every  direction;  our  lines  were  infiladed  from  the 
different  spars  of  the  ridge,  where  the  enemy  was 
protected  against  our  fire  by  his  works  and  his 
dominant  position.  There  appeared  at  first  thought 
to  Gen.  Willich,  holding  position  about  100  yards 
behind  the  rifle  pits,  to  be  only  three  chances,  viz: 
To  obey  orders  and  to  be  shot  without  effective 
resistance ;  to  fall  back,  or  to  charge.  The  second 
chance  being  out  of  the  question,  I  galloped  with 
Lieut.  Green,  of  my  staff,  up  to  the  8th  Kansas, 
lying  in  line  behind  the  rifle  pits.  Col.  Martin, 
commanding  the  regiment,  seeing  me,  jumped  on 
the  breastworks  and  shouted :  'Here  we  are,  Gen- 
eral, what  more?'  'Forward,  storm!  We  have  to 
take  the  works  on  the  ridge,'  was  the  answer.  The 
Colonel:  'Altogether,  boys,  forward!  Hip,  hip, 
hurrah!'  Like  one  man,  the  whole  line,  with  one 
leap,  cleared  the  breastworks ;  forward  they  moved 
and  the  air  was  soon  filled  with  the  sound,  'Forward ! 
Forward!'  extending  more  and  more,  right  and  left." 

Returning  home.  Col.  Martin  resumed  control  of 
the  Atchison  Champion  early  in  January,  1865,  and 
on  the  22d  of  March  issued  the  first  number  of  the 
Daily  Champion.  He  has  been  commander  of  the 
department,  a  delegate  to  the  National  Republican 


Conventions  of  1860,  1868,  1872  and  1880;  was  a 
United  States  Centennial  Commissioner,  and  one  of 
the  Vice  Presidents  of  that  body ;  was  one  of  the 
incorporators  of  the  State  Historical  Society,  of 
which  he  was  President  for  one  term;  was  elected 
by  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  one  of  the  Board  of 
Managers  of  the  National  Soldiers'  Home,  in  1878, 
and  re-elected  in  1882,  being  now  Second  Vice 
President  of  that  body.  He  was  married,  June  1, 
1871,  to  Miss  Ida  Challiss,  eldest  daughter  of  Dr. 
William  L.  Challiss,  of  Atchison,  and  has  seven 
children. 

At  the  Republican  State  Convention,  held  in 
Topeka  July  17,  1884,  the  rules  were  suspended  and 
John  A.  Martin  was  nominated  for  Governor  by 
acclamation.  At  the  November  election  following 
he  was  elected  Governor  by  a  plurality  of  38,495 
votes.  At  the  Republican  State  Convention,  held 
in  Topeka  July  7,  1886,  he  was  again  unanimously 
nominated  for  a  second  term,  and  at  the  November 
election  following  was  elected  Governor  by  a  plu- 
rality vote  of  33,918.  He  was  the  first  and  only 
Governor  of  Kansas  who  was  twice  unanimously 
nominated  by  his  party  for  that  office,  and  has 
served  with  distinction,  filling  the  honored  position 
occupied  by  his  able  predecessors  with  equal  ability, 
and  giving  to  the  people  as  the  Chief  Executive  of 
the  populous  and  growing  State,  satisfaction.  He 
is  a  man  of  honest,  upright  character,  and  abhors 
trickery  and  deceit,  and  in  looking  over  his  long 
and  useful  life  he  may  well  feel  a  just  pride  at  the 
position  he  has  won  in  the  esteem  and  confidence 
of  honest  men,  and  the  respect  of  all  good  citizens. 
There  are  but  few  men  of  the  stirring  State  of 
Kansas  who  have  been  more  closely  identified  with 
all  public  movements  for  the  general  welfare  and 
prosperity  of  the  State  than  John  A.  Martin.  His 
name  may  be  found  on  almost  every  page  of  the 
memorable  history  of  Kansas,  from  the  holding  of 
the  first  Republican  Convention,  held  at  Osawato- 
mie  in  1859,  until  to-day,  when  he  is  the  leading 
spirit  among  the  enterprising  men  of  the  most  pro- 
gressive State  of  the  Nation.  A  man  of  excellent 
judgment,  moved  by  honest  purpose  and  love  for 
the  general  welfare  of  the  whole  State,  he  is  always 
found  identified  with  the  right,  and,  as  might  be 
expected,  popular  with  the  people. 
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L.    U.    HUMPHREY. 

This  distinguished  gen- 
tleman was  chosen  Gov- 
ernor of  Kansas,  at  the 
election  held  in  Novem- 
ber, 1888.  He  had  made 
for  himself  an  honorable  record  on 
the  deadly  battle-field,  as  well  as  in 
the  more  monotonous,  though  not 
less  courage-requiring  hours  of  po- 
litical life,  in  the  iiekls  of  journal- 
ism, in  tiie  forensic  arena,  and  in 
the  various  capacities  in  which  he 
has  labored  for  the  public  weal.  It 
is  not  our  purpose  in  this  brief 
sketch,  to  dwell  at  great  length  upon  his  private 
life,  his  public  record  sufficing  to  indicate  that  his 
character  is  noble,  and  his  example  a  worthy  one. 
Gov.  Humphrey  was  born  in  Stark  County,  Ohio, 
July  25,  1844.  His  father,  Col.  Lyman  Humphrey, 
who  was  a  native  of  Connecticut,  of  English  de- 
scent, and  a  lawyer  of  distinction,  died  when  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  was  but  eiglit  years  of  age. 
At  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War,  in  1861,  Gov. 
Humphrey  was  attending  the  High  School  at  Mas- 
sillon,  and  his  fervid,  patriotic  heart  was  thrilled  to 
the  utmost,  with  an  enthusiastic  desire  to  serve  his 
country,  and  uphold  the  flag  which  he  had  been 
taught  to  revere.     Though  only  a  boy  of  seven- 


teen, he  enlisted  in  Company  I,  76th  Ohio  Infan- 
try, a  regiment  famous  for  its  bravery,  and  for  the 
eminent  men  who  belonged  to  it.  Such  was  the  gal- 
lantry, and  the  proper  conception  of  a  soldier's  du- 
ties exhibited  by  him,  that  he  had  been  promoted 
to  the  office  of  1st  Lieutenant,  had  acted  as  Adju- 
tant of  his  regiment,  and  had  commanded  a  com- 
pany for  a  year,  before  he  was  out  of  his  minority. 

Much  active  service  was  experienced  by  Capt. 
Humphrey,  and  among  the  battles  in  which  he  par- 
ticipated, were  those  of  Donelson,  Pittsburg  Land- 
ing, Corinth,  the  siege  of  Vicksburg,  Chattanooga, 
Atlanta,  and  the  fighting  around  that  city,  he  be- 
ing under  fire  five  or  six  weeks  in  that  single  cam- 
paign. He  was  witli  Sherman  in  his  march  to  the 
sea,  was  present  at  tlie  capture  of  Savannah,  and 
was  engaged  iu  many  other  trying  scenes.  He  was 
with  his  regiment  in  the  campaign  through  the 
Carolinas,  and  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Benton- 
ville,  as  well  as  in  the  capture  of  Gen.  Joe  John- 
ston's army.  He  was  twice  wounded,  once  at 
Pittsburg  Landing,  and  once  at  Chattanooga,  but 
refused  to  retire  from  the  field.  During  the  four 
years  of  his  military  service,  he  never  was  absent 
from  duty  for  a  day.  The  regiment  of  which  he 
was  a  member,  belonged  to  the  1st  Brigade,  1st 
Division,  loth  Corps,  Army  of  the  Tennessee. 

At  the  termination  of  the  war  Capt.  Humphrey 
resumed  the  studie.«  which  had  been  interrupted  by 
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Lhe  "irrepressible  conflict,"  feeling  the  need  of  a 
more  thorough  education  to  fit  him  to  act  well  his 
part  in  the  battle  of  life.  He  entered  Mt.  Union 
College,  and  soon  after  matriculated  in  the  law  de- 
partment of  the  Michigan  University,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  after  having  completed  his  stud- 
ies in  the  legal  profession.  Returning  to  his  native 
State  he  was  admitted  to  practice  in  the  several 
courts  of  Ohio,  in  1 868,  but  feeling  that  the  West 
would  afford  a  broader  field  for  his  labors,  he  re- 
moved to  Shelby  County,  Mo.,  where  for  a  time  he 
assisted  in  editing  the  Shelby  County  Herald. 

The  newer  State  of  Kansas,  which  had  already 
become  the  home  of  many  men  eminent  in  various 
walks  of  life,  seemed  to  beckon  Capt.  Humphrey 
still  further  West,  and  in  Februar}',  1871,  he  crossed 
the  Missouri  and  located  at  Independence.  He 
formed  a  law  partnership  with  the  Hon.  Alexander 
M.  York,  the  attempt  at  whose  bribery  bj'  Senator 
Pomeroy  in  1873,  during  the  contest  for  United 
States  Senatorial  honors,  brought  his  name  promi- 
nently before  the  people  of  Kansas  as  an  opponent 
to  fraud  and  corruption.  Tlie  legal  relation  be- 
tween the  two  gentlemen  lasted  until  1876,  after 
which  time  Gov.  Humphrey  continued  the  practice 
of  his  chosen  profession  alone.  The  Independence 
Tribune  was  founded  by  Messrs.  A  .M.  York, 
W.  T.  Yoe  and  L.  U.  Humphrey,  the  latter  with- 
drawing from  the  firm  at  the  expiration  of  a  yean 

Gov.  Humphrey  had  not  long  been  a  resident  of 
Kansas  before  his  talents  were  known  and  his  fit- 
ness for  public  office  appreciated.  In  1871,  the 
year  of  his  arrival  in  the  State,  he  was  honored  by 
the  Republican  nomination  as  candidate  for  a  seat 
in  the  State  Legislature,  but  because  of  his  vigor- 
ous opposition  to  the  issue  of  questionable  bonds 
to  the  L.  L.  &  G.  Railroad  Company,  he  was  de- 
feated b}'  a  small  vote.  In  1876  he  was  vindicated 
by  an  election  to  the  House  from  a  district  form- 
erly Democratic,  and  served  two  years  as  a  member 
of  the  Republican  State  Central  Committee.  In 
1877  Melville  J.  Salter  having  accepted  a  position 
in  the  land  office  at  Independence,  resigned  his 
position  as  Lieutenant  Governor,  and  our  subject 
was  chosen  to  fill  the  vacancy.  His  principal  op- 
ponent was  the  Democratic  candidate,  Thomas  W. 
Waterson,  who  received  24,740  votes,  while  Mr. 


Humphrey  received  62,750,  his  majoritj'  over  all 
other  candidates  being  27,381.  The  following  year 
he  was  re-elected;  the  covention  which  nominated 
him  having,  after  a  protracted  and  exciting  strug- 
gle, placed  John  P.  St.  John  at  the  head  of  the 
ticket. 

In  1884  Mr.  Humphrey  was  elected  to  the  State 
Senate  for  the  terra  of  four  years,  and  upon  the  or- 
ganization of  that  Legislative  bodj'  was  chosen 
President,  pro  tem,  by  a  unanimous  vote.  On 
July  25,  1888,  that  being  the  forty-fourth  anni- 
versary of  his  birth,  he  was  nominated  for  Gover- 
nor of  the  State  of  Kansas,  and  was  elected  by  the 
splendid  majority  of  73,361.  Gov.  Humphrey 
carried  104  out  of  the  106  counties  in  the  State, 
his  opponent  in  the  contest  being  no  less  prominent 
a  person  than  Judge  John  Martin. 

Gov.  Humphrey  has  been  frequently  called  upon 
to  preside  as  a  Judge,  pro  tem,  of  the  District 
Court,  an  honor  which  indicates  the  degree  of  con- 
fidence reposed  in  him  by  the  public.  He  has  been 
an  active  Republican,  and  has  an  enviable  record 
both  as  a  speaker  and  writer  in  behalf  of  the  prin- 
ciples to  which  he  is  a  devotee.  He  is  deeply  in- 
terested in  the  promulgation  of  the  fundamental 
doctrines  of  true  government,  and  the  loyal  prin- 
ciples for  which  our  forefathers  in  earlier  years  and 
our  nearer  kinsmen  in  recent  times,  gave  their 
strength  and  even  their  lives.  He  belongs  to  the 
Loj'al  Legion,  a  body  made  up  of  those  who,  like 
himself,  are  intensely  patriotic.  Also  is  a  member 
of  the  G.  A.  R.,  and  a  prominent  Mason.  His  affa- 
bility, his  frankness,  and  his  justice  in  dealing  with 
men,  has  won  for  him  a  high  place  in  the  esteem  of 
all  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact,  either  personallj^ 
or  through  the  medium  of  his  published  addresses. 
His  keen  perception  as  to  the  wants  of  the  growing 
State,  his  desire  that  she  shall  be  built  up  in  all  the 
elements  that  constitute  the  true  greatness  and  glory 
of  a  government  or  of  a  people,  and  the  powers  of 
discrimination,  which  lead  him  to  discern  right  from 
wrong,  justice  from  injustice,  especially  qualify  him 
for  the  high  office  to  which  the  people  called  him. 

Gov.  Humphrey  was  married  at  Independence  on 
Christmas  Day,  1872,  to  Miss  Leonard,  daughter  of 
James  C.  Leonard.  They  have  two  ch  Idren,  Ly- 
man L.,  and  A.  Lincoln. 
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NTRODUQTORY 


jHE  time  has  arrived  when  it 
becomes  the  duty  of  the 
people  of  this  county  to  per- 
petuate the  names  of  their 
pioneers,  to  furnish  a  record 
of  their  early  settlement, 
and  relate  the  story  of  their 
progress.  The  civilization  of  our 
day,  the  enlightenment  of  the  age 
and  the  duty  that  men  of  the  pres- 
ent tune  owe  to  their  ancestors,  to 
themselves  and  to  their  posterity, 
demand  that  a  record  of  their  lives 
and  deeds  should  be  made.  In  bio- 
graphical history  is  found  a  power 
to  instruct  man  by  precedent,  to 
enliven  the  mental  faculties,  and 
to  waft  down  the  river  of  time  a 
safe  vessel  in  which  the  names  and  actions  of  the 
people  who  contributed  to  raise  this  country  from  its 
primitive  state  may  be  preserved.  Surely  and  rapidly 
the  great  and  aged  men,  who  in  their  prime  entered 
the  wilderness  and  claimed  the  virgin  soil  as  their 
heritage,  are  passing  to  their  graves.  The  number  re- 
maining who  can  relate  the  incidents  of  tlie  first  days 
of  settlement  is  becoming  small  indeed,  so  that  an 
actual  necessity  exists  for  tlie  collection  and  preser- 
vation of  events  without  delay,  before  all  the  early 
settlers  are  cut  down  by  the  scythe  of  Time. 

To  be  forgotten  has  been  the  great  dread  of  mankind 
from  remotest  ages.  All  will  be  forgotten  soon  enough, 
in  spite  of  their  best  works  and  the  most  earnest 
efforts  of  their  friends  to  perserve  the  memory  of 
their  lives.  The  means  employed  to  prevent  oblivion 
and  to  perpetuate  their  memory  has  been  in  propor- 
tion to  the  amount  of  intelligence  they  possessed. 
ThT  pyramids  of  Kgvpt  were  built  to  perpetuate  the 
names  and  deeds  of  their  great  rulers.  The  exhu- 
mations made  by  the  archeologists  of  Egypt  from 
buried  Memphis  indicate  a  desire  of  those  people 


to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  their  achievements 
The  erection  of  the  great  obelisks  were  for  the  same 
purpose.  Coming  down  to  a  later  period,  we  find  the 
Greeks  and  Romans  erecting  mausoleums  and  monu- 
ments, and  carving  out  statues  to  chronicle  their 
great  achievements  and  carry  them  down  the  ages. 
It  is  also  evident  that  the  Mound-builders,  in  piling 
up  their  great  mounds  of  earth,  had  but  this  idea — 
to  leave  son. 'thing  to  show  that  they  had  lived.  All 
these  works,  though  many  of  them  costly  in  the  ex- 
treme, give  but  a  faint  idea  of  the  lives  and  charac- 
ters of  those  whose  memory  they  were  intended  to 
perpetuate,  and  scarcely  anything  of  the  masses  of 
the  people  that  then  lived.  The  great  pyramids  and 
some  of  the  obelisks  remain  objects  only  of  curiosity ; 
the  mausoleums,  monuments  and  statues  are  crum- 
bling into  dust. 

It  was  left  to  modern  ages  to  establish  an  intelli- 
gent, undecaying,  immutable  method  of  perpetuating 
a  full  history — immutable  in  that  it  is  almost  un- 
limited in  extent  and  perpetual  in  its  action ;  and 
this  is  through  the  art  of  printmg. 

To  the  present  generation,  however,  we  are  in- 
debted for  the  introduction  of  the  admirable  system 
of  local  biography.  By  this  system  every  man,  though 
he  has  not  achieved  what  the  wodd  calls  greatness, 
has  the  means  to  perpetuate  his  hfe,  his  history, 
through  the  coming  ages. 

The  scythe  of  Time  cuts  down  all ;  nothing  of  the 
physical  man  is  left.  The  monument  which  his  chil- 
dren or  friends  may  erect  to  his  memory  in  the  ceme- 
tery will  crumble  into  dust  and  pass  away ;  but  his 
life,  his  achievements,  the  work  he  has  accomplished, 
which  otherwise  would  be  forgotten,  is  perpetuated 
by  a  record  of  this  kind. 

To  preserve  the  lineaments  of  our  companions  we 
engrave  their  portraits,  for  the  same  reason  we  col- 
lect the  attainable  facts  of  their  history.  Nor  do  we 
think  it  necessary,  as  we  speak  only  truth  of  them,  to 
wait  until  they  are  dead,  or  until  those  who  know 
them  are  gone :  to  do  this  we  are  ashamed  only  to 
publish  to  the  world  the  history  of  those  whose  lives 
are  unworthy  of  public  record. 


TRANSPORTATION 


^NE  of  the  most  imiK)rt;iiit  fac- 
tors in  the  business  develop- 
flient  ami  iirusperity  of  a 
cit}',  count3'  or  State,  is  its 
lailroad  communications.  A 
letrospection  of  the  historj' 
ot  tlie  Soutli  Platte  Country  since 
the  advent  uf  raih'oad  facilities  will 
convince  the  careful  observer  of  the 
immense  benefit  resulting  from  the 
introduction  of  this  essential  adjunct 
/jirs.  of  commercial  enterprise.  The  fol- 
I  \VJ9  lowing-  brief  sketches  of  the  leadino: 
,  dj^  railroads  of  tiiis  section  of  the  great 
commonwealth  will  form  an  interesting  feature  of 
this  Album.  It  may  be  remarked  in  this  connec- 
tion that  the  roads  referred  to  are  not  only  the  im- 
portant corporations  of  Kansas,  but  stand  among 
the  first  in  the  Nation. 
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The  Union  Pacific  Railway. 

^^^HIS  great  national  highway  is  so  well  known 
(^^^  not  only  throughout  the  United  States,  but 
'^^5'  all  over  the  world,  that  a  mere  reference  to 
it  would  seem  sufficient,  yet,  for  the  benefit  of  those 


who  have  never  had  the  pleasure  of  riding  over  its 
smooth  track,  and  thus  had  an  opportunit\'  of  gaz- 
ing upon  the  fine  scenery  along  its  route,  tiie  fol- 
lowing description  is  given: 

It  formed  a  part  of  the  first  trans-continental 
line  of  railroad  from  ocean  to  ocean,  and  was  con- 
ceived, and  its  construction  authorized,  as  a  war 
measure,  the  needs  of  the  Government  during  the 
War  of  the  Rebellion  having  clearly  shown  the  ne- 
cessity for  it.  When  first  talked  of  many  thought  the 
feat  of  constructing  a  line  of  railroad  over  the  Rock}- 
Mountains  an  utter  impossibility.  Many  of  those 
who  had  crossed  the  plains,  deserts  and  mountains 
to  California,  in  '49-50,  knew  very  well  that  a  rail- 
road could  not  be  built  there,  for  "how  could  a 
locomotive  ascend  a  mountain  where  six  yoke  of 
oxen  could  scarcely  haul  a  wagon."  It  must  be 
remembered  that  the  line  of  this  road  follows  al- 
most exactly  the  old  emigrant  wagon  road,  not 
only  on  the  plains  on  the  north  side  of  the  Platte 
River,  through  the  State  of  Nebraska,  but.  in  fact, 
all  the  waj'  to  Ogden,  in  Utah  Territory.  In  the 
days  of  '49-50,  when  long  trains  of  gold-seekers, 
after  outfitting  at  Council  Bluffs,  wended  their 
way  over  the  plains,  the  country  was  filled  with 
hostile  Indians,  herds  of  wild  buffalo,  deer  and 
antelope.  There  was  scarcely  a  house  west  of  the 
Elkhorn    River    within    twenty    miles    of  Omaha. 


TRANSPORTATION. 


Now  the  traveler  sits  in  a  luxurious  Pullman  car. 
and  is  whirled  over  the  smooth  railroad  at  forty 
miles  an  hour,  past  villages,  towns  and  cities  filled 
with  active,  busy,  intelligent  people,  and  as  far  as 
the  eye  can  reacii  on  either  side  of  the  road  farms 
join  each  other,  and  a  million  and  a  half  of  people 
live  in  the  State  of  Nebraska,  through  which  the 
road  runs. 

This  railway  is  one  of  the  very  best  on  this  con- 
tinent. Its  two  main  stems,  the  one  from  Kansas 
City,  the  other  from  Council  Bluffs  uniting  at 
Cheyenne  and  diverging  again  at  Granger,  one  for 
Portland  and  one  for  San  Francisco,  are  crowded 
with  the  commerce  of  the  Orient  and  the  Occident, 
while  people  from  every  nation  in  the  world  may 
be  seen  on  its  passenger  trains.  Every  improve- 
ment which  human  ingenuity  has  invented  for  the 
safety  or  comfort  of  the  traveler  is  in  use  on  the 
Union  Pacific  Railwa}'',  and  it  has  been  operated  so 
many  years,  having  been  finished  in  1869,  that  all 
weak  points  at  all  assailable  l)y  the  snow  have  been 
protected. 

For  nearly  500  miles  west  of  Council  Bluffs,  and 
700  miles  west  of  Kansas  City,  there  are  no  heav3' 
grades  or  curves.  The  Pacific  Hotel  Company 
manage  the  eating-houses,  under  the  supervision  of 
the  Railway  Company,  and  no  better  meals  are  to 
be  found  on  any  railroad  in  the  United  States. 

Crossing  the  Missouri  River  from  the  Transfer 
Depot,  Council  Bluffs,  over  a  magnificent  steel 
bridge  of  eleven  spans,  seventy-five  feet  above  the 
water,  each  span  250  feet  long,  Omaha  is  reached, 
and  the  trip  across  the  continent,  to  either  Portland 
or  San  Francisco  commences.  Leaving  Omaha  the 
road  follows  the  Platte  River  through  the  thickly- 
settled  and  fertile  Platte  Valley  to  Cheyenne  (516 
miles  from  Omaha),  the  capital  of  Wyoming  Terri- 
tory. At  this  point  the  Kansas  Main  Line  via  Den- 
ver connects  with  the  Nebraska  Main  Line  from 
Council  Bluffs. 

Leaving  Kansas  City  one  passes  through  some 
of  the  finest  farming  land  of  the  West,  and  a  suc- 
cession of  thriving  cities  and  towns.  First,  Law- 
rence, the  scene  of  many  exciting  events  during 
the  time  when  it  was  a  question  whether  Kansas 
was  to  be  a  free-soil  or  slave  State.  Topeka  is 
the  capital  of  the  State,  containing  some  35,000 


people.  The  heart  of  the  golden  grain  belt  of 
Kansas  is  then  traversed  for  hour  after  hour. 
Junction  City  next,  is  so  called  from  the  fact  that 
here  the  Missouri,  Kansas  &  Texas  Railroad  has  a 
branch  reaching  to  Texas,  Arkansas  and  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico.  From  Ellsworth  the  road  runs  through 
the  Harker  Hills,  where  the  traveler  sees  many 
cairns  of  stones,  mementoes  of  John  C.  Fremont, 
the  Pathfinder.  From  Ellsworth  to  the  boundary 
line  of  the  State  one  passes  through  what  a  very  few 
years  ago  appeared  on  all  school  geographies  as 
the  Great  American  Desert.  Just  west  of  Ellis 
one  of  the  finest  grazing  regions  in  the  world  is 
entered.  After  crossing  the  Colorado  State  line 
comes  C^heyenne  AVells,  where  there  is  a  wfll  of 
the  purest  water  that  is  found  between  the  Mis- 
souri River  and  Denver.  From  Cheyenne  Wells 
the  road  climbs  rapidly  until  First  View  is  reached. 
This  Station  is  so  called  becuase  here  is  obtained 
the  first  view  of  the  snow-capped  mountains  of 
Colorado,  with  Gray's  Peak  in  the  west  and  Pike's 
Peak  on  the  south. 

The  ascent  is  rapid  into  Denver,  639  miles  from 
Kansas  City,  with  a  population  of  85,000_,  the 
queen  city  of  the  mountains  and  capital  of  Colo- 
rado. The  elevation  is  5,203  feet  above  sea  level. 
The  trip  from  Denver  to  Cheyenne,  Wyo.,  along 
the  foothills  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  affords  a  ka- 
leidoscopic panorama  of  hills,  fields,  farms,  rivers, 
running  brooks  and  lofty  mountains.  Here  the 
Eastern  traveler  for  the  first  time  sees  fields  of  al- 
falfa of  a  deep  green  color,  grown  by  the  use  of 
irrigating  ditches.  The  run  of  107  miles  from 
Denver  to  Cheyenne,  Wyo.,  is  quickly  made. 

Cheyenne,  6,038  feet  in  altitude,  with  a  popula- 
tion of  about  10,000,  is  one  of  the  sprightliest  and 
most  prosperous  cities  in  the  entire  AVest.  It  is 
well  and  compactly  built,  and  for  many  years  has 
been  the  center  of  the  cattle  industry  of  the  North- 
west. 

After  leaving  Cheyenne  the  train  climbs  a  grade 
of  2,000  feet  in  thirty-three  miles  to  Sherman, 
8,247  feet  above  sea  level,  and  the  highest  point 
of  the  trans-continental  ride  between  the  Missouri 
River  and  the  Pacific  Coast.  From  Sherman  can 
be  seen  Long's  Peak,  nearly  200  miles  away.  The 
scenery  is  wild  and  rugged.     Just  beyond  Sherman 
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is  Dale  Creek  Bridge,  one  of  the  most  remarkable 
sights  of  the  overland  trip.  The  structure  is  of 
iron,  and  stretches  from  bluff  to  bluff  with  a  650- 
foot  span.  The  train  passses  over  it  just  127  feet 
above  the  creek,  which  looks  like  a  mere  rivulet 
below.  Pike's  Peak  can  be  seen  awav  off  to  the 
south,  not  less  than  165  miles  distant. 

Laramie,  twenty-three  miles  west  of  Sherman, 
often  called  the  "Gem  City  of  the  Rockies,"  has  an 
elevation  of  7,149  feet  above  sea  level,  and  a  popu- 
lation of  about  6,000.  It  is  one  of  the  principal  towns 
on  the  main  line  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railway  be- 
tween Council  Bluffs  and  Ogden.  It  is  situated  on 
Big  Laramie  River,  fifty-seven  miles  northwest  of 
Cheyenne,  and  is  an  important  market  for  wool. 
Its  schools  are  good,  and  the  University  of  Wj'o- 
ming  and  the  United  States  Penitentiary  are  located 
here. 

The  great  Laramie  Plains,  which  stretch  away 
for  miles  on  either  side,  and  which  afford  pastur- 
age for  thousands  of  cattle  and  horses,  are  of  great 
interest.  Eight3--three  miles  west  is  Carbon,  in  the 
coal  regions.  One  hundred  and  twenty-one  miles 
west  of  Rawlins  is  Rock  Springs.  In  this  locality 
there  are  immense  coal  beds  aerops  the  continent  to 
Portland.  Ore. 

At  Green  River  the  trains  for  Portland,  Ore., 
are  made  up,  although  they  do  not  make  their  de- 
parture from  the  main  line  over  the  Oregon  Short 
Line  Division  until  Granger  is  reached,  thirty 
miles  west  of  Green  River,  and  the  trip  across  the 
continent  is  continued  over  the  Oregon  Short 
Line,  reaching  out,  as  it  does  to  the  great  North- 
west, until  the  great  Territory  of  Idaho  is  en- 
tered at  Border  Station.  Then  on  through  Soda 
Springs  and  Pocatello — the  junction  with  the  Utah 
A'  Northern  branch,  for  the  Yellowstone  National 
Park,  Butte,  Garrison  and  Helena;  thence  to  Sho- 
shone Station,  where  the  junction  is  made  for  the 
great  Shoshone  Falls. 

From  Nampa,  Idaho,  the  Oregon  Short  Line 
skirts  along  the  boundar3'  line  of  Idaho  and  Ore- 
gon, following  the  Snake  River.  Huntington  is 
the  junction  of  the  Oregon  Short  Line  Division 
with  the  Oregon  Railway  &  Navigation  Companj-, 
an  auxilliary  line  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railway. 

Leaving  La  Grande,  and  passing  over  the  sum- 


mit at  Meacham,  on  through  the  Umatilla  Reserva- 
tion to  Pendleton,  and  over  the  Cascade  Mount- 
ains, the  tourist  reaches  "The  Dalles"  Station,  on 
the  Columbia  River,  the  commencement  of  "The 
Dalles"  of  Columbia. 

All  along  the  sights  have  been  absorbing  in  their 
varied  aspects;  but  it  is  only  when  a  pause  is  made 
at  "The  Dalles"  Station,  that  the  true  grandeur  of 
the  scenery  of  the  Columbia  River  is  impressed 
upon  the  mind.  There  are  good  accommodations 
here,  and  from  this  point  the  noble  river,  surging 
and  whirling  to  the  sea,  breaking  the  Image  rocks 
into  wave  fragments,  occupies  the  mind  of  the 
beholder.  The  Columbia  is  one  of  the  world  s 
great  rivers,  affording  a  waterway  that  is  navigable 
for  traffic  for  over  200  miles.  I' pen  it,  near  its 
mouth,  the  largest  ocean  steamers  plj'  with  safety. 
Its  largest  tributary  is  the  Williamette,  draining 
the  valley  of  the  same  name,  and  being  navigable 
for  vessels  of  any  size  to  Portland.  There  can  be 
nothing  more  inspiring  than  the  ride  along  "The 
Dalles"  of  the  Columbia,  with  the  shining  river  on 
one  side  and  the  towering  battlements  of  the  shore 
on  the  other.  The  scene  is  one  of  continued  mag- 
nificence. Along  the  Rhine,  the  Rhone,  or  the 
Hudson,  there  is  nothing  that  will  compare  with 
the  statelj'  palisades  of  the  Columbia,  with  their 
cool  recesses  kept  sunless  by  the  overhanging  rocks, 
and  watered  by  the  melting  snows  of  their  own 
summits.  A  spendid  view  can  be  had  of  Mt.  Hood, 
Mt.  St.  Helen's,  and  the  Cascades,  where  the  scen- 
ery surpasses  anything  of  the  kind  in  the  world. 

From  Portland  magnificent  ocean  steamers  de- 
part for  the  far  distant  Orient.  Fine  steamers  also 
ply  from  Portland  to  Alaska. 

From  Portland  to  San  Francisco  the  trip  can  be 
made  in  the  iron  steamships  of  the  Oregon  Railwa_y 
&  Navigation  Company,  which  will  compare  favor- 
ably with  the  best  ocean  steamers  on  the  Atlantic 
for  safety,  speed  and  comfort;  or  by  rail  over  the 
Mt.  Shasta  route  of  the  Central  Pacific  Railroad 
(the  Southern  Pacific  Company). 

Between  Cheyenne  and  Ogden  about  ten  miles  of 
snowsheds  altogether  are  passed  at  different  points 
on  the  line.  These  sheds  are  all  in  Wyoming.  They 
are  quite  a  feature  of  the  ride  across  the  continent; 
the  Central  Pacific   Railroad  having  about  thirty 
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miles  altogether  on  its  line  between  Ogden  and 
Sacramento.  Ogden  is  1,034  miles  from  Council 
Bluffs.  1,260  miles  from  Kans.as  City,  and  833  miles 
from  San  Francisco. 

The  crowning  scenes  of  the  trip  across  Utah  and 
Nevada  to  San  Francisco  are  not  beheld  until  after 
leaving  Reno.  Cape  Horn,  Emigrant  Gap,  the 
.Sierra  Nevadas,  Donner  Lake,  and  other  objects  of 
more  than  ordinary  interest  will  be  found.  Nevada 
is  celebrated  for  her  famous  mines.  Tlie  marvel- 
ous Carson  and  Humboldt  sinks,  in  which  the 
waters  of  all  the  rivers  in  the  Stale  of  Nevada, 
save  one,  are  swallowed ;  the  Mud  Lake,  the  Borax 
marshes,  and  countless  numbers  of  thermal  springs, 
have  been  the  wonder  of  the  scientist  and  the  de- 
light of  the  tourists.  One  hundred  and  fifty-five 
miles  from  Reno  is  Sacramento,  a  beautiful  city, 
and  the  capital  of  California. 

From  Sacramento  the  Central  Pacific  Railroad 
branches  off,  via  Lathrop,  to  Los  Angeles,  from 
which  point  the  prominent  cities  and  noted  resorts 
of  California  are  readily  reached.  From  Sacra- 
mento, tlie  Davis  cut-off,  now  the  main  line  of  the 
Central  Pacific  road,  takes  the  tourist  through  to 
Oakland,  where  a  transfer  is  made  across  an  arm  of 
the  bay  to  San  Francisco,  and  here  this  part  of  the 
trip  "Across  the  Continent"  terminates  at  San  Fran- 
cisco. 


NOTES     AHOUT     THE    TRAINS,    EQUll'MENT,    .TUNCTIONS, 
AND    CONNECTIONS. 

It  is  worth  while  knowing  that  two  through 
trains  leave  Council  Bluffs  every  day  with  through 
cars  for  Denver,  Ogden.  Salt  Lake  City,  Los  An- 
geles, San  Francisco  and  Portland.  One  of  these 
trains,  the  fast  one,  called  the  "Overland  Fiver," 
has  Pullman  Palace  Sleeping  Cars  only,  runnino- 
through  to  Denver.  Los  Angeles,  San  Francisco  and 
Portland.  The  otlier  train,  the  Overland  Express, 
has  Pullman  Palace  Sleeping  Cars,  Modern  Day 
Coaches,  and  Free  Family  Sleeping  Cars.  From 
Kansas  City  two  fast  expre.s.s  trains  leave  daily 
with  through  cars  for  Denver,  Cheyenne,  Salt 
Lake  City  and  Portland.  These  trains  have  Pull- 
man Palace  Sleeping  Cars  and  Modern  Day  Coaches. 
The   morning  train  has  the  Free  Family  Sleeping 


Cars.  The  equipment  of  these  trains  is  unsurpassed 
and  all  that  can  be  desired.  A  good  road-bed. 
standard-guage  track,  steel  rails,  iron  bridges.  ,and 
stone  culverts  combined,  insure  safety  and  speed. 

Tlie  Mitssouri  Psveitic  Railway  System. 

iHIS  great  system,  which  now  threads  its  way 
through  several  States  west  of  the  Mississippi 
River,  has  been  a  potential  factor  in  the  devel- 
opment of  Missouri  and  Kansas,  and  with  its  accus- 
tomed enterprise,  a  short  time  ago  penetrated  with 
its  lines  into  the  rich  agricultural  districts  of  Ne- 
braska, to  compete  in  this  growing  State  with  its 
rapidly  accumulating  business.  It  was  also  among 
the  pioneer  roads  in  Kansas,  and  its  many  branches 
now  traverse  in  different  directions  the  most  thickly 
settled  portions  of  the  St.ate.  It  has  contributed 
in  a  large  measure,  bj'  its  liberal  and  aggressive 
policy  toward  the  rapid  development  of  the  great 
resources  of  Kansas.  It  is  interesting  to  note 
briefly  its  history,  as  it  was  the  first  road  built 
West  from  St.  Louis,  as  earl}'  as  1850-51.  The 
preliminary  steps  to  build  the  road  were  taken,  and 
it  has  since  gradually  extended  its  lines,  like  the 
arteries  and  veins  of  tlie  human  system,  until  it 
has  encompassed  in  its  range  the  best  portions  of 
Missouri,  Kansas  and  Nebraska,  and  has  even 
reached  out  and  tapped  the  large  commercial  cen- 
ters of  Texas  and  Colorado.  In  Missouri  its  sev- 
eral lines  and  connections  pierce  the  great  coal  and 
mineral  fields  of  the  State,  enabling  it  to  lay  down 
in  Kansas  City,  Topeka,  Leavenworth,  Atchison, 
Wichita,  Omaha,  and  Lincoln,  cheaper  than  any 
other  roads,  these  essential  adjuncts  so  necessary 
in  the  development  of  commercial  centers,  and 
even  the  settlers  in  the  outlying  districts  of  Kansas 
and  Nebraska  have  fuel  laid  down  to  them  more 
cheaply  on  account  of  this  road. 

Its  splendid  and  far-reaching  management  ex- 
tends to  its  patrons,  both  in  freight  and  passenger 
tradic,  the  best  facilities  for  reaching  the  sea-board 
and  the  great  eastern  marts  of  trade.  The  growth 
and  development  of  the  Jlissouri  Pacific  system 
have  been  rapid  and  fully  abreast  of  the  times.  Its 
local  business  is  enormous  and  rapidly    increasing. 
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In  respect  to  its  through  business  no  otlier  road  or 
system  in  the  West  is  better  equipped  than  this.  Its 
steel  rail  tracks,  well  ballasted  road-beds  and  supe- 
rior passenger  coaches  constitute  it  one  of  the 
greatest  railroad  systems  of  the  West.  Its  superb 
fast  train  between  St.  Louis  and  Denver  via  Kansas 
City  and  Pueblo,  is  unquestionably  the  most  ele- 
gant and  best  equipped  ti-ain  of  any  road  which 
enters  the  peerless  City  of  the  Plains.  It  runs  more 
passenger  trains  and  finer  coaches  between  St.  Louis 
and  Kansas  City  than  any  other  road,  and  the 
volume  of  its  freight  traffic  between  the  above 
mentioned  emporiums  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  is 
vastly  greater  than  any  other  line.  It  has  con- 
tributed in  a  marked  and  wonderful  degree  toward 
the  building  up  of  the  various  cities  along  its  nu- 
merous lines.  Kansas  City  has  felt  its  influence  more 
than  that  of  any  other  road  centering  there,  largely 
on  account  of  its  lines  that  lead  into  the  heart  of 
the  coal,  iron  and  granite  fields  of  Missouri,  and 
the  extensive  timber  districts  of  Arkansas,  and  by 
its  connecting  lines  with  the  extensive  and  growing 
cattle  interests  of  Texas  and  the  Southwest. 

It  gives  to  its  numerous  and  rapidly  increasing- 
patronage  in  Nebraska  and  Kansas,  unsurpassed 
facilities  for  reaching  the  great  health  resorts  of 
Arkansas  and  Texas  over  its  line  from  Omaha  to 
St.  Louis,  about  500  miles  in  extent.  It  runs  the 
finest  f  rains  between  these  two  cities, passing  through 
Weeping  Water,  where  connection  is  made  with 
tlie  line  from  Lincoln,  the'  State  capital,  thence  to 
Nebraska  City  and  Falls  City,  in  Nebraska,  and  St. 
Joseph.  Atchison,  Leavenworth,  liefore  reaching 
Kansas  City.  The  length  of  its  main  line  and 
branches  is  over  322  miles,  its  northern  terminus 
being  Omaha,  where  connections  are  made  with  all 
the  roads  centering  in  that  metro})olis.  The  line 
from  Omaha  to  Falls  is  115  miles,  the  Crete  branch 
fifty-eight  miles,  Lincoln  to  Auburn  seventy-six 
miles,  Warwick  to  Prosser  and  Hastings  seventy- 
three  miles,  ^'arious  extensions  and  divisions  are 
constantly  being  made  in  Nebraska.  Thus  it  will 
be  seen  that  this  road  already  taps  the  two  leading 
cities  in  the  State,  Omaha  and  Lincoln,  besides 
Nebraska  City,  rapidly  growing  into  importance, 
and  likewise  Hastings. 

Kansas   is  literally   covered    by    the    lines    and 


branches  of  the  Missouri  Pacific  Railway  which 
amount  in  mileage  in  the  State  to  over  3,000.  The 
Central  Branch  Division  extends  from  St.  Joseph 
and  Atchison,  through  the  northern  portion  of  the 
State  out  towards  the  western  line,  giving  the  rich 
counties  in  these  tiers  and  the  flourishing  cities 
and  towns,  direct  outlet  to  Omaha,  Kansas  City 
and  St.  Louis. 

Another  main  stem  extends  through  the  central 
portion  of  the  State,  from  Kansas  City  to  Pueblo, 
over  which  through  trains  are  run  from  St.  Louis 
and  Kansas  City  to  Pueblo  and  Denver.  Still 
farther  to  the  south  is  Ft.  Scott,  Wichita  &  West- 
ern Railway,  extending  from  the  eastern  to  the 
southwestern  portion  of  the  State  and  giving  a  di- 
rect outlet  from  Hutchinson,  Wichita,  and  the  grow- 
ing country  in  this  part  of  tliis  State,  Kansas  City 
and  St.  Louis.  In  the  extreme  sontii  of  the  State 
the  Denver,  Mempiiis  and  Atlantic  Division,  ex- 
tends from  Chetopa  through  Larned  and  the  west- 
ern part  of  the  State,  opening  up  the  rich  country 
tributary  to  Larned,  Conway  Springs,  Winfield, 
Arkansas  City  and  Coflfey  ville,  and  giving  it  a  di- 
rect outlet  also  to  St.  Louis.  A  new  division  has 
already  been  surveyed,  and  work  commenced  from 
Ft.  Scott  through  to  Tipton  in  Missouri,  on  the 
Main  Line,  which  will  bring  Central  and  Southern 
Kansas  nearer  than  they  have  ever  been  before  to  St. 
Louis  and  the|great  centers  of  the  East.  Perhaps  the 
most  momentous  event  in  the  history  of  the  road 
for  the  past  3'ear,  has  been  the  completion  of  the 
small  portion  amounting  to  about  eighty-two  miles, 
of  the  Kansas  &  Arkansas  Valley  Railway,  extend- 
ing from  Ft..  Smith  up  through  the  Indian  Terri- 
tory to  Coffey  ville.  It  is  hardly  realized  as  yet, 
what  this  means  for  the  great  country  west  and 
south  of  the  Missouri  River.  This,  it  will  readily 
be  seen  by  a  glance  at  the  map,  gives  a  direct  line 
between  the  great  cotton  and  iron  producing  coun- 
trj',  of  the  Southeast,  and  the  corn,  wheat,  pork 
and  beef  producing  region  of  the  West,  formed  by 
the  divisions  of  the  Missouri  Pacific  Railway,  south 
from  Omaha.  St.  Joseph  .and  Kansas  City — also 
from  Denver,  Pueblo  and  Wichita  to  Cofifeyville, 
the  Kansas  &  Arkansas  Valley  Railway,  extending 
from  Coffey  ville  via  Wagoner  to  Ft.  Smith,  a  divis- 
ion of  the  great  Iron  Mountain  Route,  which,  as  is 
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well  known,  forms  a  part  of  the  Missouri  Pacific 
System.  From  Ft.  Smith,  the  Little  Rock  &  Ft. 
Smith  Railroad — another  division  of  the  Iron 
Mountain  Route  extends  to  Little  Rock,  connecting 
with  other  divisions  there  for  Texarkana,  Arkansas 
City,  Hot  Springs  and  Memphis.  The  Iron  Moun- 
tain Route  which  has  been  before  mentioned  as  a 
part  of  this  System  extends  from  St.  Louis  to  the 
South  and  West,  to  Memphis,  Little  Rock,  Hot 
Springs  and  Texarkana,  and  runs  through  Pullman 
Buffet  Sleeping  Cars  in  connection  with  the  various 
Texas  Lines  to  Galveston  on  the  Gnlf  of  Mexico, 
and  to  Laredo  and  El  Paso,  on  the  Rio  Grande 
River,  connecting  at  those  points  for  California 
and  the  City  of  Mexico,  and  the  interior  States  of 
tiie  Republic  of  Mexico.  This  constitutes  largely 
the  Railway  System  of  the  State  of  Arkansas,  pass- 
ing through  it  from  Northeast  to  Southwest,  from 
Poplar  Bluff  to  Texarkana,  and  from  East  to  West 
connecting  Memphis  and  Arkansas  City  with  Ft. 
Smith.  The  total  mileage  of  the  Missouri  Pacific 
System  is  5094  miles.  Hence  the  reader  will  read- 
ilv  observe  that  this  great  System  is  one  of  the 
most  important  which  traverses  the  growing  States 
west  of  the  Mississippi  River;  on  account  of  its  ex- 
tensive mileage  and  ramifications  the  System  is  des- 
tined to  promote  in  a  large  degree,  the  develop- 
ment of  the  material  interests  of  the  country 
through  which  it  passes. 


Chicago,  Rock  Islaiul  &  Pacific 

|I?S  among  the  oldest  and  most  important  trunk 
|i  lines,  having  Chicago  for  its  eastern  terminus — 
i\  the  completion  of  this  road  in  Illinois  marked  an 
important  era  in  the  development  of  the  northern 
and  western  portion  of  the  State,  as  well  as  contribu- 
ting to  the  upbuilding  of  many  thriving  manufactur- 
ing cities  on  its  line — notably  Joliet,  Moline,  Rock 
Island  and  Davenport;  also  with  its  two  branches  ex- 
tending to  Peoria,  has  opened  up  good  markets  for 
the  extensive  coal  and  agricultural  resources  of 
that  locality,  likewise  giving  a  rapid  impetus  to  the 
commercial  and  manufacturing  resources  of  Peoria. 
Moline  (except   Chicago),    is   probably   the  most 


important  and  extensive  manufacturing  city  on 
the  line,  and  through  the  enterprise  of  the 
Great  Rock  Island  Route  it  has  been  enabled  to 
la3'  down  its  manufactured  wares  to  the  farmer's 
of'Southern  Iowa,  Northern  Missouri  and  Kansas, 
cheaper  than  by  any  other  road,  and  the  vast  lum- 
ber interests  of  the  cities  of  Rock  Island  and  Dav- 
enport have  by  means  of  this  Line  been  enabled  to 
reach  the  most  important,  as  well  as  the  most 
remote,  places  in  Kansas.  The  Rock  Island  has  al- 
ways been  in  the  very  van  of  railroad  progress; 
while  always  solid  and  substantial,  yet  it  has  ever 
been  steadily  and  constantly  building  new  lines 
and  extending  its  system  until  it  now  ramifies  into 
the  best  regions  of  the  Mississippi  and  Missouri 
Valleys.     Its  lines  extending  to  Denver,  Colorado 

'  Springs,  and  other  points  in  Colorado,  offer  unsur- 
passed facilities,  to  the  tourist  or  man  of  business  for 

1  elegant  and  comfortable  traveling;  its  superb  dining 
cars  have  among  travelers  made  it  renowned  as 
among  the  best  roads  of  the  West.  In  brief  the  Rock 
Island  company    has    b3'  a    judicious    system    of 

'  permanent  improvements,  and  by  the  introduction 
of  all  the  modern  appliances  which  tend  to  the 
preservation  of  life  and  propert}',  placed  itself  in 
such  a  condition,  materially  and  physically,  that  its 

^  financial  future  cannot  be  affected  by  the  con- 
tingencies which  seriously  affect  other  roads.  Its 
success  as  one  of  the  great  highways  of  the  West  is 
an  assured  reality.  It  might  be  appropriately  noted 
here  that  while  much  of  this  road's  past  success 
may  be  attributed  to  its  admirable  geographical 
location,  embracing  a  very  rich  section  of  the  coun- 
try   for   local   traffic,  and   with  termini  on    Lake 

•  Michigan,  the  Mississippi  and  Missouri  Rivers 
and  Denver    the    heart  of    the    Rocky  Mountain 

i  regions,  equally  as  much  is  due  to  the  stabil- 
ity of  the  management  and  to  the  fact  that  the 
propert}'  has  never  yet  become  the  foot-ball  of 
speculators.  It  is  not  surprising  that  the  Chicago, 
Rock  Island  &  Pacific  has  maintained  a  firm  posi- 
tion as  an  investment  in  the  moneyed  centers  of  the 
world,  and  it  has  acquired  a  well  merited  popularity 
with  the  traveling  and  shipping  public.  Its  steel 
rails  and  well  ballasted  road-bed  have  long  since 
made  it  the  favorite  with  shippers,  and  its  freight 
trafic  is  immense  and  growing.     At  Council  Bluffs 
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and  Omaha  connections  are  made  with  all  the  roads 
centering  there.  It  is  the  most  direct  and  shortest 
route  between  Omaha  and  Chicago — and  hence  the 
favorite  of  shippers.  At  Davenport  a  branch  di- 
verges to  the  Southwest,  and  extends  to  Kansas 
City,  Leavenworth,  Atchison  and  St.  Joseph. 

At  St.  Joseph,  tlie  road  crosses  the  Missouri  and 
enters  Kansas;  at  Horton  the  line  diverges  and  ex- 
tends up  into  Nebraska  as  far  as  Nelson;  from 
Fairbury,  Neb.,  the  line  extends  through  Northern 
Kansas  to  Denver  and  Colorado  Springs.  From 
Horton  the  line  leads  in  a  southwesterly  direction 
through  Topeka,  the  capital  of  the  State ;  thence  to 
Herington,  Hutchinson  and  to  Liberal,  the  latter 
place  on  the  line  of  the  Indian  Territory.  At  Mc- 
Farland  a  spur  extends  in  a  northwestern  direction 
through  Manhattan  and  Clay  Center  to  Belleville, 
where  a  junction  is  made  with  the  main  line  to 
Denver,  Col.;  at  Herington  a  short  branch  goes  to 
Abilene  and  Salina.  From  Herington  the  line 
passes  south  through  Wichita  and  Wellington  to 
Caldwell,  on  the  line  of  the  Indian  Territory. 

With  its  accustomed  energy  this  road  was  the 
first  to  complete  its  line  into  the  Oklahoma  country, 
passing  through  Kingfish  and  having  El  Reno  for 
its  southern  terminus. 

It  will  be  observed  that  all  the  great  leading 
marts  of  trade  in  Kansas  are  tapped   by  this   road, 


thereby  giving  to  that  portion  of  the  West  a  strong 
and  substantial  competitive  market  with  the  great 
E.istern  commercial  centers. 


The  Burlington  A:  3Iis.souri  Kivcr  Kailruad  in 
Kansas. 

i^^^IIIS  important  road  was  commenced  at 
ff^^  Plattsmouth,  Neb.,  where  it  connected  with 
^^^  the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  Railroad 
in  18G9.  and  the  main  line  of  the  road  was  ex- 
tended westward  to  Kearney.  Subsequently  the 
Denver  extension  was  finished;  this  line  was  short- 
ened by  the  construction  of  the  line  from  Kenne- 
saw  to  Oxford ;  bj-  the  acquirement  of  the  Omaha 
&  Southwestern  Railroad,  the  Atchison  &  Nebraska 
Railroad,  the  l)uilding  of  the  short  line  from 
Omaha  to  Ashland,  and  the  extension  to  Cheyenne, 
Wyo..  which  gives  the  road  a  short  line  between 
the  Missouri  River  points  and  Denver  &  Cheyenne. 
At  Omaha  connections  are  made  with  the  roads 
centering  there.  The  number  of  miles  of  road  in 
Nebraska  is  2,120.30.  The  road  is  ballasted  with 
stone,  gravel,  cinders  and  earth.  1600.08  miles 
are  laid  with  steel  rails,  the  rest  being  laid  with 
iron.  The  total  mileage  in  the  Burlington  system 
West  of  the  Missouri  River  is  2,778.78  miles. 


'^S^^-^L-^(^-^ 
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G.  HKNRY  IIOLLEN- 
BERG  was  one  of  the 
most  noted  of  the  German 
settlers  of  Kansas,  and  con- 
tributed very  largely  to  j 
the  upbuilding  of  Hanover 
>and  the  country  round  about  in 
Washington  County.  He  was  the 
first  settler  in  the  township  and  came 
to  the  county  in  the  fall  of  1858, 
settling  on  the  Old  Fort  Kearney 
Road  at  a  point  which  he  called 
"  Cottonwood  Ranch."  Here  he  kept 
a  small  stock  of  groceries  and  gen- 
eral store,  and  also  obtained  an  ap- 
pointment for  his  clerk,  George  Perkins,  and  estab- 
lished a  post-office  at  this  point.  He  continued 
this  ranch  during  the  time  of  the  immense  travel 
and  transportation  to  California  and  the  mountains 
by  overland  stage  and  freighting  trains. 

It  was  near  this  point  tliat,  the  road  crossed  the 
Little  Blue  on  the  trail  to  Marysville,  thence  to  the 
Big  Blue,  from  there  following  the  valley  to  near 
Fort  Kearney.  Mr.  HoUenberg  had  his  ranch  here 
during  the  raids  made  by  the  Indians  upon  travelers 
and  ranchmen  further  up  the  valley.  During 
these  troubles  be  was  Colonel  of  a  regiment  of 
State  militia  and  an  expedition  was  soon  in  pursuit 


of  the  Indians,  but  did  not  accomplish  anj'thing 
more  than  to  drive  them  towards  the  head  waters 
of  the  Republican.  Travel  was  soon  resumed  and 
the  settlers  came  back  to  their  homes.  There  were 
other  raids,  but  this  was  the  most  disastrous. 

Hanover  is  located  on  the  St.  Joe  and  Grand 
Island  Railroad  and  a  branch  of  the  Burlington 
(fe  Missouri  Railroad,  at  a  point  where  the  railroads 
reach  the  Little  Blue  River,  127  miles  from  St. 
Joseph,  Mo.  It  is  handsomely  situated  on  the 
north  bank  of  the  Little  Blue,  on  an  elevated  slope 
overlooking  the  valley.  The  establishment  of  the 
town  is  due  to  the  enterprise  of  Mr.  HoUecberg, 
who  named  it  Hanover,  in  remembrance  of  his 
native  place,  Hanover,  Germany.  During  the 
Indian  raids  in  August,  1864,  a  party  of  Cheyennes 
and  Arapahoes,  who  were  waging  a  war  upon  the 
whites  of  Colorado  and  Western  Kansas,  extended 
one  of  their  expeditions  into  the  valley  of  the  Little 
Blue,  near  a  place  called  Oak  Grove,  six  miles 
above  where  Hanover  now  stands ;  a  farailj'  named 
Eubanks,  ten  in  number,  was  murdered  and  scali)ed, 
one  woman  escaping  only  by  being  absent  at  the 
time.  A  man  named  Kelly  was  killed  at  Pawnee 
Station;  Patrick  Burk  and  a  man  named  Butler 
were  killed  tliree  miles  above  Oak  Grove ;  a  Mr. 
Ulick  and  a  stranger  were  also  murdered  and  a 
young  lady,  named  Laura  Roper,  was  carried  into 
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captivity,  and  other  outrages  were  committed. 
This  occurred  during  the  time  these  Indians  were 
keeping  up  .1  strife  for  the  continued  possession  of 
the  countr}^  assigned  them  by  the  treaty  of  1851. 
Most  of  the  settlers  fled  to  the  Big  Blue  River  in 
Marshall  County.  Mr.  Hollenberg  bore  an  active 
and  honorable  part  with  the  militia  and  others  in 
the  defense  of  the  homes  of  the  settlers. 

Mr.  Hollenberg  was  born  in  the  Province  of 
Hanover,  Germany,  on  the  19th  of  December,  1823. 
His  father.  Rudolph  Hollenberg,  was  a  farmer,  and 
his  means  being  small,  his  son  received  but  a  com- 
mon-school education,  and  spent  his  early  years 
assisting  his  father  on  the  farm.  In  1849,  at  the 
time  of  the  gold  excitement  in  California,  he  left 
his  native  land,  and  sailed  for  this  country.  He 
was  then  twenty-six  3'ears  of  age.  He  tarried  for 
three  years  in  California,  working  as  a  common  la- 
borer in  the  mines,  and  accumulated  about  $3,000, 
when  he  joined  a  mining  expedition,  and  sailed  for 
Australia.  In  Austi-alia  he  mined  quite  success- 
fully, and  then  a  mining  excitement  in  Peru,  South 
America,  caused  himself  and  sixty-five  others  to 
go  to  Peru.  During  their  stay  there  they  suf- 
fered untold  hardships;  they  crossed  the  Andes 
Mountains,  and  also  crossed  at  great  peril  a  branch 
of  the  Amazoa,  and  on  account  of  the  hostility  of 
the  Indians,  having  almost  every  day  to  fight  with 
them,  their  ammunition  was  soon  exhausted,  as  well 
as  their  provisions.  They  occupied  seven  months 
on  the  trip,  each  man  being  provided  with  two 
mules,  or  burros,  one  to  ride,  and  one  to  use  as  a 
pack  animal.  On  Mr.  Hollen berg's  return  from  that 
trip  to  Lima,  he  took  passage  for  New  York  via  the 
Isthmus  of  Panama.  At  New  York  he  was  sick  for 
a  time.  Becoming  convalescent,  his  physician  ad- 
vised that  he  make  a  trip  for  the  benefit  of  his 
health.  Desiring  to  see  the  States,  he  started  west- 
ward, at  St.  Louis  took  passage  on  a  steamboat,  and 
made  bis  way  up  the  Missouri  to  Weston,  above 
Leavenworth,  and  in  the  early  spring  of  1854,  he 
came  to  Marshall  County,  Kan.,  and  settled  on  the 
Black  Vermillion,  at  what  is  now  Bigeiow,  a  station 
on  the  Chicago.  Burlington  &  Union  Pacific  Rail- 
road, now  known  as  the  Missouri  Pacific.  There  he 
kept  a  general  store,  and  also  farmed,  his  store  be- 
ing at  the  ford  on  the  old  Independence  and  Cali- 


fornia trail.  In  the  fall  of  1858,  he  removed  to,  and 
established  the  "Cottonwood  Ranch"  near  Hanover, 
as  above  stated.  While  residing  on  the  Black  Ver- 
million, he  was  married  on  the  15th  of  May,  1858, 
to  Miss  Sophia  Brockmeyer,  in  Marshall  County. 

In  politics  Mr.  Hollenberg  was  a  stanch  Repub- 
lican, and  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  He 
was  three  times  elected  to  the  State  Legislature  of 
Kansas,  and  was  for  several  terms  County  Commis- 
sioner and  alwa3's  Chairman  of  the  Board.  He  was 
a  man  of  the  strictest  honesty  and  integrity  com- 
bined, and  stood  like  a  stone  wall  in  favor  of  right 
and  justice.  Chicanery  and  fraud  had  no  chance  to 
commit  any  wrong  against  the  county  while  he  was 
in  office.  As  the  founder  of  Hanover, and  Hollen- 
berg he  will  always  be  remembered  by  the  citizens 
of  Washington  County.  His  whole  soul  was  in  the 
effort  to  build  up  the  county  he  had  selected  as  his 
future  home.  He  was  ever  ready  to  assist  his 
poorer  neighbors,  on  many  occasions  giving  them 
corn  and  provisions,  and  in  not  a  few  cases  furnish- 
ing them  seed  for  spring  or  fall  planting.  As 
elsewhere  mentioned,  he  established  the  city  of 
Hanover  in  1869,  and  his  time  and  means  were 
devoted  to  the  development  of  that  city. 

In  June,  1874,  Mr.  Hollenberg  being  in  poor 
health  decided  to  visit  his  native  land  with  the 
double  purpose  of  regaining  his  health  and  inducing 
emigration.  He  reached  New  York  in  the  latter 
part  of  June,  and  sailed  from  that  harbor  on  the 
steamer  "Bolivia"  on  the  morning  of  July  1,  1874. 
The  steamer  was  but  four  hours  at  sea  when  Mr. 
Hollenberg  was  taken  violently  sick  with  hemor- 
rhage of  the  lungs.  Ever}'  effort  was  made  h}-  those 
around  him  to  relieve  his  sufferings,  but  without 
success.  He  breathed  his  last  about  midnight,  July 
1,  1874,  in  his  fifty-first  year.  He  was  buried  in 
the  Atlantic  ocean  the  next  day,  the  funeral  service 
being  read  by  the  Captain.  He  was  identified  bj' 
the  papers  on  his  person,  and  after  the  steamer  had 
made  the  trip  to  Glasgow  and  return,  the  papers 
and  an  official  notice  of  his  death  were  mailed  to 
his  friends. 

In  Hanover  Cemetery  a  monument  contains  a 
brief  biographical  sketch  of  his  life,  and  names  him 
the  founder  of  Hanover  and  the  father  of  Washing- 
ton County.  May  his  many  virtues  be  ever  cherished 
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in  tlie  memoiy  of  the  citizens  of  the  county  as  a 
briglit  oasis  in  their  history.  At  his  deatli  he  left 
a  large  estate.  His  widow  suljsequently  married 
Judge  AVMUiam  Kallioefer  and  resides  in  Hanover. 


«ai^^=^^^ 


ri]_^  ON.  THOMAS  MURPHY,  Mayor  of  the 
Yjj^'  city  of  Hanover,  represented  his  ward  as 
/^^  Alderman  in  the  City  Council  for  eight 
(^  years  prior  to  his  election  as  Mayor,  and 
amply  proved  his  fitness  for  this  office.  He  came 
to  Kansas  in  1879,  locating  at  once  in  Hanover,  and 
engaged  in  the  hotel  business,  officiating  as  "mine 
host"  of  the  "Cottage  Hotel''  for  six  years.  He 
put  up  the  building,  and  still  owns  it.  He  has  a 
fine  residence  on  North  Denver  avenue,  in  addition 
to  other  valuable  city  property,  including  a  large 
number  of  vacant  lots.  He  has  been  one  of  the 
most  stirring  and  energetic  men  of  the  town,  and 
one  warmly  interested  in  the  projects  calculated  for 
its  general  prosperity. 

Mr.  Murphy  was  born  in  County  Kilkenny,  Ire- 
land, in  1833,  and  there  spent  his  childhood  and 
youth  until  eighteen  years  of  age.  Then  not  be- 
ing satisfied  with  his  conditioTi  or  his  prospects 
on  his  native  soil,  he  set  out  alone  for  the  United 
States,  and  located  first  in  Herkimer  County,  N.  Y. 
He  occupied  himself  as  a  farm  laborer  near  Little 
Falls,  and  was  there  married,  July  5,  1862,  to  Miss 
Mary  Toughey.  Soon  afterward  he  engaged  in 
farming  on  his  own  account,  operating  successfully 
in  this  manner  until  1867.  Then  leaving  New 
York  State,  he  removed  to  Kentucky,  where  he  car- 
ried on  farming  one  year. 

AVe  next  find  Mr.  Murphy  in  the  city  of  Chi- 
cago, 111.,  engaged  as  a  butcher  and  having  a  mar- 
ket on  the  North  Side,  at  the  corner  of  Illinois  and 
Market  streets,  wliere  he  prosecuted  a  thriving  busi- 
ness for  seven  years.  Then  on  account  of  failing 
health,  he  decided  upon  a  removal  to  the  farther 
West,  and  came  to  this  State,  settling  in  Hanover, 
where  he  has  since  lived. 

To  our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  there  have 
been  born  five  children,  only  three  of  whom  are 
living:  Anna  is   the  wife  of  J.  A.   Jaenicke,  and 


lives  in  Hanover;  John  married  Miss  Lottie  Neagi- 
man,  and  they  reside  in  Hanover;  Ella  is  the  wife 
of  H.  Dunn,  of  Fairfield,  Neb.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mur- 
phy labored  together  in  the  building  up  of  their 
fine  property,  the  latter  contributing  her  share  to 
their  prosperity  by  the  wise  and  economical  man- 
agement of  her  household  affairs.  The  standing  of 
Mr.  Murphy  in  Hanover  and  vicinity,  is  amply  in- 
dicated by  the  fact  that  nine  years  out  of  ten  he 
1ms  been  the  incumbent  of  some  city  office.  He  is 
a  prominent  member  of  St.  John's  Catholic  Church, 
and  materially  assisted  in  the  erection  of  tlie 
church  edifice,  and  the  other  buildings  belonging 
to  tke  parish,  namely,  the  Sisters  house,  the  Priest's 
dwelling,  and  the  school  house.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  City  Council  at  the  time  of  improving  the 
streets,  putting  up  the  town  hall,  and  effecting  other 
improvements,  and  he  was  always  to  be  found  en- 
couraging the  enterprises  calculated  for  the  best 
good  of  the  people,  socially  and  financially.  His 
career  has  been  that  of  an  honest  man,  and  a  good 
citizen,  and  one  who  is  destined  to  alwaj's  main- 
tain a  leading  position  in  his  community. 


<ji^ORMAN  BROOKS  h 
I  1/1  ^^^y  Count}-  for  more 
/li^   His  highly  improved 


,ORMAN  BROOKS  has  been  a  resident  of 
more  than  a  score  of  years, 
farm  lies  in  tlie  first 
bottom  of  the  Republican  River,  and  is  well  watered 
by  that  stream,  and  wells  that  have  been  dug  bj'  its 
owner.  The  estate  comprises  140  acres  on  section 
10,  Mulberry  Township,  and  is  well  adapted  for 
stock-raising,  in  which  Mr.  Brooks  has  been  en- 
gaged to  a  considerable  extent. 

Mr.  Brooks  came  to  this  State,  from  his  native 
State  of  Illinois,  in  the  fall  of  1866,  and  took  up  a 
homestead  on  which  he  has  since  made  his  home. 
His  birth  took  place  in  Erie  Township,  AVhiteside 
Co.,  111..  Jan.  1,  1842,  he  being  the  oldest  son  and 
second  child  of  his  mother.  He  was  reared  almost 
to  man's  estate  in  Fenton  Township,  in  the  county 
of  his  birth.  The  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  AYar. 
aroused  in  him  a  fervid  desire  to  serve  his  country, 
and  when  twenty  years  old,  he  enlisted  in  Conipan}- 
I,  75th  Illinois  Infantry.     His  commanding  officers 
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were  Capt.  Klllgore,  and  Col.  Ryan.  The  regiment 
formed  a  part  of  the  army  of  the  Cumberland  un- 
der the  general  command  of  Buell  and  Rosecrans, 
and  later  was  with  Grant  in  his  Atlanta  campaign. 

Mr.  Brooks  participated  in  all  the  engagements 
of  his  regiment,  until  the  battle  of  Stone  River,  at 
which  time  he  was  ill.  After  the  regiment  joined 
Grant,he  performed  a  soldier's  duties  until  wounded 
at  the  battle  of  Resaca,  Ga.,  May  14,  1864.  In 
that  engagement  he  was  struck  on  the  left  leg  be- 
tween the  knee  and  thigh  by  a  fragment  of  a  burst- 
ing shell.  The  leg  was  seriously  shattered,  and  Mr. 
Brooks  was  confined  to  the  hospital  at  various 
places  for  some  time.  While  thus  confined  his  time 
of  service  expired,  and  as  soon  as  he  was  able  to 
travel,  he  was  discharged  at  Camp  Butler,  111.,  on 
July  7,  1865. ' 

After  being  mustered  out  of  the  service,  Mr. 
Brooks  returned  to  his  native  county,  where  he  re- 
mained for  about  a  year.  He  then,  having  nearly 
regained  his  health,  came  to  this  State,  and  taking 
up  a  homestead,  kept  bachelor's  hall  for  a  time.  In 
Miss  Bunton,  of  Cloud  County,  Kan.,  he  found  a 
lady  whom  he  desired  as  a  companion,  and  win- 
ning her  consent,  they  were  united  in  marriage. 
The  union  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  six  children : 
Minnie  V.,  is  the  wife  of  Dell  Baldwin,  a  farmer  at 
Vining;  they  have  one  child,  Hattie  M.;  Ida  B., 
Frederick  F.,  Lizzie  A.,  Charles  E.,  and  Nellie  L., 
are  still  at  home. 

Mrs.  Brooks  was  born  in  Jackson,  Ind.,  May  16, 
1847,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Tennessee  and  Elizabeth 
(Shutters)  Bunton.  Her  parents  are  natives  re- 
spectively of  North  Carolina  and  Virginia,  and 
when  young  people,  went  to  Indiana.  In  that  State 
they  were  married,  and  lived  on  a  farm  in  Jeffer- 
son County,  until  1868.  At  that  date  the  family 
removed  to  Kansas,  Mr.  Bunton  taking  up  a  home- 
stead two  miles  west  of  Clyde,  in  Cloud  County. 
There  he  remained,  successfully  engaged  in  farm- 
ing until  1877,  when  he  was  gathered  to  his  fathers 
at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years.  His  widow  is  yet 
living,  and  is  now  seventy-eight  years  old.  She 
makes  her  home  in  Vining.  She  is  a  member  of 
the  Baptist  Church.  Nine  children  were  born  to 
her,  five  of  whom  are  yet  living. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  are  Alvin  and  Phoebe 


(Freer)  Brooks.  The  father  was  born  in  Onondaga 
County,  N.  Y.,  whence  he  removed  to  Pennsyl- 
vania while  still  a  young  man.  In  the  '30  "s  he 
removed  to  Illinois,  being  one  of  the  early  settlers 
on  Government  land  in  Whiteside  County.  There 
he  married  his  third  wife,  the  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject. He  improved  the  new  land  which  he  had  ob- 
tained, and  in  1867  sold  out  and  came  to  this  State. 
He  took  up  a  homestead  in  Clifton,  Washington 
County,  and  there  he  and  his  wife  are  now  living  a 
quiet  life,  being  retired  from  active  employments. 
Mr.  Brooks  is  eighty-two  years  old.  while  his  wife 
is  a  little  past  three-score  years. 

Mr.  Brooks  of  whom  we  write,  is  a  Republican. 
He  belongs  to  Sedgwick  Post  No.  24,  G.  A.  R.,  at 
Clifton,  and  is  Junior  Vice-commander  of  the  Post. 
Mr.  Brooks  is  a  gentlemen  of  intelligence,  cordial 
manners,  and  excellent  morals,  and  is  an  enterpris- 
ing and  reliable  citizen. 


M.  MOFFET  is  a  fine  representative  of 
the  intelligent  young  farmers  of  Washing- 
ton County,  who  within  the  last  decade 
have  stepped  to  the  front  to  perform  their 
share  in  sustaining  and  extending  the  great  agricul- 
tural interests  of  this  part  of  Kansas,  and  have  ma- 
terially advanced  its  prosperity.  His  farm,  which 
is  quite  large  and  well-improved  and  well-stocked, 
is  finely  located  in  Washington  Township. 

Mr.  Moffet  was  born  in  New  York  City,  May  19, 
1857,  and  when  he  was  very  young,  his  parents  re- 
moved to  St.  Louis,  and  dying  soon  after,  he  was 
left  in  charge  of  Mr.  John  Fayhoff,  a  farmer  resid- 
ing in  Monroe  County,  Iowa.  He  lived  with  that 
gentleman  until  he  was  thirteen  years  old,  when  he 
went  to  work  out  on  a  farm  by  the  month,  and  was 
thus  employed  a  year  in  Monroe  County.  Tlien 
the  independent,  self-reliant  lad  went  to  Mills 
County,  in  the  same  State,  and  worked  there  by  the 
month  for  some  years.  In  the  meantime  he  was 
prudent,  and  wisely  saved  his  earnings  until  he  had 
a  good  sum  of  money  laid  by  with  which  to  begin 
life  on  his  own  account,  and  with  characteristic 
foresight  and  good  judgment,  he  determined  to  in- 
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vest  some  of  it  in  land  In  Kansas,  well  knowing  that 
a  good  farm  of  his  own  would  be  the  most  sensible 
outlay  of  his  capital,  as  he  could  gain  therefrom  a 
good  income  by  ordinary  care  and  industry.  He 
therefore  came  to  Washington  County,  and  pur- 
chased his  present  farm.  He  soon  after  bought  an- 
other 160-acre  tract  of  land,  which  he  afterward 
sold  at  a  good  profit,  and  he  has  since  bought  eighty 
acres  of  choice  land  joining  his  first  purchase,  so 
that  he  has  240  acres  of  improved  and  pasture  land, 
forming  one  of  the  most  desirable  and  best  man- 
aged farms  in  this  locality.  He  has  it  well  stocked 
with  cattle,  horses,  and  hogs  of  excellent  grades, 
has  a  fair  set  of  conveniently  arranged  buildings, 
and  the  place  is  well  supplied  with  fruit  of  various 
kinds. 

Mr.  Moft'ct  was  united  in  marri.age  to  Miss  Fran- 
ces E.  Webb,  a  native  of  Mason  County,  111.,  Jan. 
11,  1880.  Of  this  pleasant  union  three  children 
have  been  born,  namely:  Maud  Ann,  Henry  Otis, 
and  Minnie  Alice.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moffet  make  their 
cosy  home  the  centre  of  a  genuine  hospitality  by 
their  kindly  and  genial  welcome  to  friends,  and  to 
the  stranger  who  happens  to  be  within  their  gates. 
Mr.  Moffet  is  endowed  with  a  force  and  stability 
of  character,  together  with  sound  common-sense, 
and  a  well-balanced  mind  that  won  him  an  honor- 
able place  among  his  fellow-citizens,  and  gained 
iiim  assured  success  in  life  while  he  was  yet  a 
young  man,  before  thirty  years  had  passed  over  his 
head.  He  takes  an  intelligent  interest  in  politics, 
keeping  himself  well  posted  on  public  and  National 
affairs,  and  gives  his  allegiance  to  the  Republican 
party. 

hENRY  MUNSTERMANN.  Independence 
|!  Township  is  not  without  her  share  of  the 
IV^^  handsome  homes  that  Washington  County 
(^  can  boast.  Among  them  the  residence  of 
the  above-named  gentleman  stands  pre-eminent.  It 
is  a  commodious  two-story  brick  structure  of  pleas- 
ing design,  which  was  built  in  1882  at  a  cost  of 
$2,500.  It  is  .accompanied  by  all  necessary  farm 
buildings,  including  a  barn  that  cost  $600.  The 
estate  upon  which  it  stands  comprises   600  acres, 


nearly  all  improved,  and  located  on  section  27. 
250  acres  of  the  land  are  under  the  plow,  and  a 
number  more  are  devoted  to  fruit  culture,  there 
being  450  apple  trees,  100  grape  vines  and  various 
small  fruits  upon  the  place.  Mr.  Munstcrmann 
has  a  good  standard  of  Norman  draft  horses,  and 
owns  two  fine  Clydesdale  colts.  He  has  60  head 
of  cattle,  1 1  of  horses,  and  1 20  of  hogs,  while  eight 
hives  of  bees  furnish  iiim  an  abumlant  supply  of 
honey. 

Mr.  Munstermann  is  a  native  of  Hanover,  Ger- 
many, where  his  parents,  Henry  and  Dora  (Tewcs) 
Munstermann  were  born  and  resided  until  their 
death.  The  mother  departed  this  life  in  1845  and 
the  father  ten  years  later.  They  had  six  cliildren, 
only  two  of  whom  are  now  living.  Our  subject 
was  the  fifth  child,  and  was  born  Feb.  21,  1837. 
His  boyhood,  youth  and  early  manhood  were  passed 
in  his  native  land,  which  he  left  in  1867.  Crossing 
the  broad  Atlantic  he  went  at  once  to  Chicago,  111., 
where  he  sojourned  a  short  time.  He  tiien  came 
to  Kansas  and  rented  a  farm  for  a  year.  At  the 
expiration  of  that  time  he  took  up  the  homestead 
upon  which  his  present  residence  stands.  He  has 
always  been  engaged  in  farming. 

In  1867  Mr.  Munstermann  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Mary  Bohn,  a  daughter  of  Henry  Bohn,  of 
Hanover,  Germany.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bohn  were  the 
parents  of  five  children,  three  of  whom  are  now 
living.  One  of  them,  William  Bohn,  lives  a  mile 
south  of  his  brother-in-law,  Mr.  Munstermann.  The 
others  reside  in  Germany.  Mis.  Mary  Munster- 
mann died  in  1879.  In  May,  1883,  our  subject 
was  again  married,  the  bride  in  this  case  being  Miss 
Matilda  Hendess,  "a  daughter  of  Gottleib  and  Dora 
(Notzke)  Hendess,  natives  of  Pomerania,  German3', 
where  they  still  live,  and  the  father  is  engaged  in 
farming.  The  family  consisted  of  twelve  children, 
of  whom  Mrs.  Munstermann  was  the  third.  She 
was  born  in  Germany,  July  17,  1850.  and  in  1882 
came  to  the  United  States.  She  spent  six  months 
in  New  Jersey  and  an  equal  time  in  Chicago,  after 
which  she  came  to  Kansas  where  she  was  married 
to  our  subject. 

Emma  Munstermann,  the  youngest  daughter  of 
Mr.  Munstermann's  first  marriage,  was  born  Feb. 
12, 1870,  in  Kansas.     She  is  a  cultured  young  lady, 
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having  been  well  educated  both  in  English  and 
German.  The  children  of  his  second  marriage  are; 
Bertha,  aged  five  years;  Theresa,  who  died  in  1886  ; 
Herman,  aged  three  years  and  Mena  aged  two 
years.  The  present  Mrs.  Munstermann  has  two 
brothers  living  in  America:  Hermann,  a  mason  l)y 
trade  lives  in  New  Jersey,  and  Bernard  is  unmarried 
and  lives  in  this  county. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Munstermann  are  members  of  the 
German  Lutheran  Church,  in  which  he  has  been  a 
Trustee.  He  votes  the  Republican  ticket.  For 
six  years  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  School 
Board. 


SRAEL  MUNDIS.  Washington  County  is  the 
home  of  many  men  who  have  been  in  a  very 
li  literal  sense  the  architects  of  their  own  fortunes. 
Their'energy  and  industry  have  not  only  secured  for 
themselves  the  comforts  and  many  of  the  luxuries 
of  life,  but  have  benefitted  the  State  by  the  develop- 
ment of  her  agricultural  resources,  and  to  them  all 
the  residents  of  the  State  owe  a  debt  of  gratitude. 
The  gentleman  wiiose  name  heads  this  notice  is  one 
among  this  number.  He  is  at  this  writing  a 
resident  on  section  36,  Farmington  Township,  but 
having  retired  from  active  life,  is  contemplating  an 
early  removal  to  Washington.  He  is  a  first-class 
farmer,  as  his  thoroughly  cultivated  acres  testify. 
He  h.is  made  excellent  improvements  upon  his  land, 
the  farm  buildings  being  substantial  and  adequate. 
He  is  the  owner  of  507  acres  in  the  county,  where 
he  lias  been  a  continuous  resident  since  1877. 

Mr.  Mundis  is  the  son  of  John  and  Mary  Ann 
(Everett)  Mundis,  both  parents  having  been  na- 
tives of  Pennsylvania.  After  their  marriage  they 
first  settled  in  Howard  County,  of  their  native 
State,  and  from  there  removed  to  Steubenville, 
Ohio.  Thenoe  in  the  fall  of  1  829  they  removed  to 
St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  later  to  Madison  County,  111. 
In  the  latter  State  they  settled  in  what  was  known 
as  the  Marine  Settlement,  where  the}'  remained 
until  tiieir  death.  The  settlement  took  its  name 
from  the  fact  of  its  having  been  originated  by  old 
sea  captains  from  New  York. 

Our  subject  was  third  in  a  family  of  eight  chil- 


dren. He  was  born  in  Steubenville,  Ohio,  Oct.  18, 
1824.  Having  gone  with  his  parents  to  Madison 
Count}',  111.,  he  there  grew  to  manhood  and  his  resi- 
dence in  that  county  covered  a  period  of  forty-seven 
years.  In  October,  1877,  he  settled  in  this  county, 
where  he  engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising. 
Since  coming  to  the  county  he  has  spent  one  and  a 
lialf  years  engaged  in  the  furniture  business  in 
Washington.  With  this  exception  he  has  been 
since  his  arrival  a  resident  on  his  farm. 

At  the  home  of  the  bride  in  Jefferson  County, 
Mo.,  Nov.  19,  1848,  Mr.  Mundis  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Emma  Isabella  Ogle.  Her  parents 
were  William  and  Aurilla  (Brown)  Ogle,  the  former 
a  native  of  Kentucky  and  the  latter  of  New  York 
City.  Their  first  settlement  after  marriage  was  in 
Jefferson  County,  Mo.,  where  they  spent  the  most 
of  their  lives,  and  where  Mr.  Ogle  died  about  1857. 
The  mother  died  in  Bond  County,  Ills.,  about  1860. 
In  Jefferson  County  Mrs.  Mundis  was  born  Oct. 
18,  1830,  the  fifth  in  a  family  wliich  comprised 
thirteen  children.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mundis  have 
been  born  twelve  children :  John  J.,  Lewis  A.,  Mary 
A.,  Emily  I..  Israel  E.,  George  A.,  Roxanna  M., 
Henry  A.,  Thomas  C,  Dosha  E.,  Lucy  J.,  and 
William  D.     The  two  youngest  are  deceased. 

In  politics  Mr.  Mundis  is  a  Republican.  He  and 
his  wife  are  active  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  in  which  before  coming  to  Kansas 
he  had  filled  many  important  offices.  Mrs.  Mundis 
is  a  lady  of  fine  character,  a  loving  mother  and  a 
wife  to  whose  ability  and  good  management,  Mr. 
Mundis  has  been  largely  indebted  in  securing  the 
competency  which  they  now  possess.  She  shares 
with  her  husband  in  the  esteem  to  which  he,  as  a 
man  of  upright  character  and  business  ability  is 
entitled. 


u 


.ILLIAM  S.  MULBERY,  of  Grant  Town- 
ship, Washington  County,  is  a  striking 
_  _  illustration  of  what  may  be  accomplished 
by  a  man  beginning  poor  in  life,  and  pursuing  a 
course  of  industry  and  perseverance.  He  is  a  na- 
tive of  Sweden,  and  when  about  twenty-four  years 
old,  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  and  thereafter 


PORTRAIT  AND   BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBU:\I. 


167 


employed  himself  at  whatever  he  could  find  to  do, 
working  on  a  gravel  train  and  elsewhere  until  able 
to  secure  a  piece  of  land.  We  now  find  him  the 
owner  of  one  of  the  most  valuable  farms  in  his 
township,  comprising  320  well-tilled  acres,  with 
good  buildings,  large  numbers  of  live-stock,  and 
the  machiner_y  necessary  for  the  successful  prosecu- 
tion of  agriculture.  There  is  now  little  need  for 
Mr.  Mulbery  to  vex  himself  with  hard  labor,  and 
he  gives  employment  to  two  men  usually  the  year 
round.  To  such  men  as  he,  is  Washington  County 
indebted  for  her  rapid  growth  and  development, 
and  no  man  is  more  highly  respected  in  his  com- 
munit}'. 

Soon  after  emigrating  to  America,  ]Mr.  Mulbery- 
settled  in  Hannibal,  Mo.,  but  a  year  later,  in  1874, 
came  to  Washington  County,  Kan.,  during  the 
grasshopper  raid,  and  purchased  a  part  of  his  pre- 
sent farm,  paying  therefor  the  sum  of  $225  with  a 
lot  of  furniture  thrown  in.  A  dugout  stood  upon 
the  place,  and  seventy  acres  of  the  land  had  been 
broken.  Mr.  Mulber3r  proceeded  with  the  improve- 
ment and  cultivation  of  his  land,  and  in  1874,  com- 
pleted a  substantial  stone  dwelling,  24x30  feet  in 
dimensions,  and  one  and  one-half  stories  in  height. 
His  barn  and  other  outbuildings  are  substantial  and 
convenient.  A  spring  of  living  water  adds  to  the 
fertility  of  the  fields,  and  there  are  other  springs 
and  wells  on  the  place.  There  is  an  apple  orchard 
of  160  trees,  twent}'-five  cherry  trees,  besides  apri- 
cot and  peach  trees  which  bear  fruit  amply  sufB- 
cient  for  the  family  use.  Mr.  Mulbery  in  due  time 
added  160  acres  to  his  landed  possessions,  and  has 
now  100  acres  broken,  following  the  plow  over 
sixty  acres  of  this  himself.  The  whole  is  enclosed 
with  good  fencing,  and  the  latter  piece  of  land,  as 
well  as  his  first  purchase,  is  very  well  supplied  with 
fruit. 

Mr.  Mulbery  brought  with  him  from  Sweden, 
Scandanavian  currencJ^which,  in  America  amounted 
to  about  860.  He  determined  not  to  part  with  this 
excepting  in  a  case  of  tlie  greatest  emergency,  and 
accordingly  preserved  it  in  its  original  form  for  a 
number  of  years.  His  farm  operations  include 
stock-raising  to  a  considerable  extent,  he  having  in 
1889  about  eighty  head  of  cattle,  the  same  number 
of  swine,  and  twelve  good  horses.     His  swine,  per- 


haps liave  yielded  him  the  most  profitable  returns, 
as  each  year  he  has  sold  from  $1,200  to  11,400 
worth. 

On  the  20th  of  March,  1879,  William  Mulbery 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary,  daughter 
of  Jacob  and  Sarah  (Fitch)  Weaver.  The  mother 
of  Mrs.  Mulbery  was  the  daughter  of  Joseph  Fitch, 
of  Pennsylvania,  where  Mrs.  AVeaver  was  born 
about  March  11,  1834.  The  Weaver  family  left 
the  Keystone  State,  and  settled  in  Washington 
County,  Kan.,  during  its  pioneer  da3'^s.  The  par- 
ents of  Mrs.  Mulbery  are  living  in  Iladdam,  and 
own  a  farm.  Four  children  were  born  to  our  sub- 
ject and  his  estimable  wife,  viz. :  Willie,  Walter, 
Jacob,  tlie  namesake  of  his  paternal  grandfather, 
and  Charles,  an  infant.  Mr.  Mulbery  has  nothing 
to  do  with  politics,  whatever,  and  is  not  connected 
with  any  church  organization. 


^#-#- 


1/  OHN  J.  MASTEX. 
Il    where  recognized  a 


This  gentleman  is  every- 
i  one  among  the  leading 
^,^|||  farmers  of  Union  Township  where  he  oper- 
^^  ates  280  acres  of  finely  cultivated  land  on 
section  18.  He  is  one  of  those  men  who  manage  to 
extract  a  large  amount  of  comfort  from  life,  and 
one  who  naturally  draws  around  him  hosts  of 
friends.  He  has  good  improvements  on  his  place, 
and  is  generally  well-to-do.  He  came  to  Washing- 
ton County  by  team,  in  the  spring  of  1883,  and  the 
following  fall  took  possession  of  his"  present  farm 
which  was  then  a  body  of  raw  land  without  im- 
provements. 

Mr.  Masten  has  followed  the  plow  over  the  greater 
part  of  his  land  and  himself  set  out  most  of  the  for- 
est and  fruit  trees  which  serve  as  fine  embellish- 
ments, adding  greatly  to  the  homelike  appearance 
of  the  premises.  The  land  is  all  fenced,  and  140 
acres  has  been  brought  to  a  good  state  of  cultiva- 
tion. There  is  a  commodious  house  and  barn,  to- 
gether with  cattle  sheds,  corn-cribs,  and  the  other 
structures  necessary.  A  never-failing  spring  is  one 
of  the  luxuries  which  afifords  comfort  and  refresh- 
ment to  both  man  and  beast.  Mr.  Masten  makes  a 
specialty  of  stock-raising,  feeding  usually  about  one 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


car-load  of  cattle,  and  a  goodly  number  of  swine. 
He  utilizes  three  teams  in  his  farm  work. 

A  native  of  Coshocton  County,  Ohio,  Mr.  Mas- 
ten  was  bora  Jan.  17,  1840,  and  assisted  in  clearing 
two  farms  from  the  timber.  He  remained  at  home 
until  twenty  years  of  age,  then  began  operating  for 
himself  on  rented  land  until  the  spring  of  1863. 
Then  resolving  to  seek  the  farther  West,  he  set  out 
overland  by  team  crossing  the  Illinois  River  at 
Beardstown,  the  Mississippi  at  Burlington,  Iowa, 
and  the  Missouri  at  Plattsmouth.  He  reached  Cass 
County,  Neb.,  after  a  journe}'  of  forty-seven  daj's, 
and  found  himself  one  of  the  first  settlers  in  that 
region.  He  located  160  acres  of  land  now  lying 
three-fourths  of  a  mile  from  Greenwood,  and  which 
was  then  in  its  primitive  condition.  It  was  located 
on  Salt  Creek,  and  upon  it  Mr.  Masten  made  good 
improvements.  In  1874  he  suffered  greatly  from 
the  grasshopper  plague,  but  notwithstanding  this, 
did  well  upon  the  whole,  and  became  owner  of  200 
acres,  all  of  which  he  improved.  Finally,  however, 
on  account  of  the  inundation  of  Salt  Creek,  he  sold 
out  and  transferred  his  interests  to  Union  Town- 
ship. 

Mr.  Maslen  was  married  in  Coshocton  County, 
Ohio,  Dec.  1,  1859,  to 'Miss  Sarah  McCullough.  who 
was  born  there,  and  was  the  daughter  of  David  Mc- 
Cullough,  a  native  of  Ireland,  and  a  Protestant  in 
religion.  Upon  emigrating  to  the  United  States, 
he  settled  in  Ohio,  and  there  spent  his  last  days. 
Of  this  union  there  have  been  born  eleven  chil- 
dren, viz:  Samuel,  Alice,  William,  Mary,  Owen, 
Jane,  John,  Lizzie,  Maggie,  Fred,  and  Emma.  The 
eldest  son  married  Miss  Tid  Collins,  and  is  farming 
in  Union  Township;  Alice  married  Robert  William- 
son, a  farmer  of  Union  Township;  William  remains 
at  home;  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Howard  Patterson,  and 
lives  on  a  farm  in  Republic  County  ;  Jennie  is  the  wife 
of  Thomas  Williamson,  a  farmer  of  Union  Town- 
ship; the  other  children  remain  at  home  with  their 
parents.  Mr.  Masten  is  an  uncompromising  Demo- 
crat, politically,  but  never  was  an  aspirant  for  office, 
and  meddles  very  little  with  public  affairs. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  William  Masten,  a 
native  of  Ohio,  and  the  son  of  James  Masten,  who 
was  born  in  Vii-ginia,  and  was  of  Irish'  descent. 
The  latter  was  a  Protestant  in  religion,  and  an  early 


settler  of  Coshocton  Countj%  Ohio,  where  he  en- 
tered land,  and  building  up  a  comfortable  home- 
stead, there  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days.  Will- 
iam Masten  was  a  farmer  and  cooper  by  trade,  and 
operated  his  own  shop.  He  was  also  owner  of  a 
good  farm.  In  1866  he  emigrated  to  Nebraska,  lo- 
cating near  Greenwood,  Cass  Count}'.  He  improved 
eight}'  acres,  then  purchased  property  adjoining,  and 
finally  became  owner  of  a  whole  section.  He  died 
in  1880.  Politicall}-,  he  was  a  Democrat,  and  re- 
ligiously, was  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the 
Christian  Church. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject, 
was  Sarah  Jones.  She  was  born  in  Pennsylvania, 
and  was  the  daughter  of  William  Jones,  a  native  of 
Wales,  who  emigrated  to  America  early  in  life,  and 
spent  his  last  years  in  Pennsylvania.  Mrs.  Masten 
is  still  living  at  the  homestead  in  Cass  County, 
Neb.  Grandmother  Jones  was  of  German  descent, 
and  lived  to  be  about  100  years  old.  To  the  par- 
ents of  our  subject  there  were  born  twelve  children, 
the  eldest  of  whom,  a  daughter,  Mary,  Mrs.  Marsh- 
all, is  a  resident  of  Haddam  ;  Barbara,  likewise  Mrs. 
Marshall,  lives  in  Greenwood,  Neb.;  John  J.  lives 
in  Greenwood,  Neb.;  Jane,  Mrs.  AVright,  is  a  resi- 
dent of  Nebraska;  William  is  a  resident  of  Oxford, 
Neb.;  Joseph  lives  in  Dexter,  Neb.;  Delia,  Mrs. 
Bollinger  is  a  resident  of  Greenwood,  Neb. ;  George 
makes  his  home  in  Missouri;  Loren  is  deceased; 
Huldah,  Mrs.  Loder  lives  in  Greenwood,  Neb. ; 
Mattie,  Mrs.  Swank,  died  in  AVashington.  Seth  is 
sojourning  in  Lincoln,  Neb. 


II^DWARD  P.  CAYWOOD,  senior  member  of 
fe)  the  firm  of  Caywood  &  Co.,  is,  with  his 
It— 4  partners,  an  extensive  dealer  in  all  kinds  of 
grain,  they  being  owners  of  the  Clifton  Steam  Ele- 
vator, which  has  a  capacity  of  75,000  bushels  and 
is  doing  a  very  large  amount  of  business,  shipping 
annually  from  600  to  800  car  loads.  Tl-is  elevator 
was  located  at  Vining,  in  1878,  and  was  removed 
to  Clifton  ten  years  later.  The  company  handle 
the  grain  from  a  large  territorj'.  Mr.  Cay wx)od  and 
his  brother,  Emery  W.,  have  done  business  together 
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for  some  time  and  have  probably  handled  more 
grain  than  any  other  two  men  in  the  Republican 
Valley  or  in  either  the  three  counties  of  Washing- 
ton, Clay  and  RileJ^ 

The  male  members  of  the  Caywood  family  have 
been  experts  in  the  grain  business  for  many  years 
and  operated  extensively  at  one  period  in  and 
about  the  cit}'  of  Indianapolis,  Gifford,  St.  Joseph, 
Ogden,  Champaign  and  Urbana.  They  began  buy- 
ing as  early  as  1870  and  were  very  successful.  The 
Caywood  Bros.,  with  whom  we  have  to  deal,  are 
l)0th  natives  of  Fleming  County,  Ky.  Edward  P., 
born  in  1844  and  Emery  W.  in  1859.  The  subject 
of  this  sketch  was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native 
county,  living  there  until  attaining  his  majority, 
and  for  some  time  prior  to  this  being  engaged  as  a 
teacher.  When  going  to  Cincinnati,  he  emplo3'ed 
himself  in  various  capacities  for  R.  M.  Bishop  & 
Co.,  a  large  wholesale  house  and  acquired  an  ex- 
cellent knowledge  of  general  business  methods. 
After  three  j^ears  thus  occupied,  he  began  buying 
grain  for  different  companies  at  different  points  in 
Ohio  and  New  York  State  and  in  1871  embarked 
in  business  on  his  own  account. 

Mr.  Caywood  was  married  in  his  native  State, 
Kentucky,  Sept.  30,  1869,  to  Miss  Susan  Emma 
Power.  This  lady  was  born  in  Mason  County, 
Ky..  and  spent  her  childhood  and  youth  there  and 
in  Fleming  County,  making  her  iiome  with  her 
parents  until  her  marriage.  Of  this  union  there 
have  been  born  seven  children,  four  of  whom  are 
deceased.  Blanche  M.  died  when  eigliteen  months 
old;  Benjamin  M.  died  in  infancy;  Edward  P.  Jr., 
at  the  age  of  six  years  was  accidentally  killed, 
having  an  iron  rod  thrown  at  him  by  another  boy 
while  playing  which  struck  him  in  the  head.  Lo- 
renzo died  when  eight  months  old.  The  survivors 
are  Mary  L.,  Carroll  H.  and  Roff  P.  Mr.  Caywood, 
politically,  is  a  member  of  the  Democratic  party. 
He  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  City  Council  in 
Clifton  and  as  a  member  of  the  School  Board.  He 
docs  not  mix  very  much  in  politics  although  keep- 
ing himself  well  posted  therein,  preferring  to  give 
his  time  to  his  business  affairs. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  Mason  Caywood, 
a  native  of  Mt.  Sterling,  Ky.,  and  whose  parents 
were  natives  of  Hageistown    and   Baltimore,  Md. 


The  paternal  grandfather,  Thomas  Caywood,  mar- 
ried a  Maryland  lady.  Miss  Marsteller,  who  was  re- 
lated to  George  Washington  by  marriage.  The^' 
removed  to  Kentucky  early  in  the  present  century 
and  spent  their  last  years  on  a  farm  in  Fleming 
County,  dying  when  quite  aged.  They  first  settled 
among  the  pipneers  of  Montgomery  County  when 
the  country  was  inhabited  chiefly  by  Indians  and 
wild  animals.  Grandfather  Caywood  for  a  number 
of  years  kept  a  public  house  in  Fleming  County, 
which  was  the  stopping  place  for  most  of  the  trav- 
elers through  that  State. 

Mason  Caywood  was  married  in  Kentucky  to 
Miss  Mary  Roff  and  afterward  they  settled  in 
Fleming  County  on  a  farm.  Thence  they  came  to 
Kansas  in  1878,  and  Mason  Caywood  departed  this 
life  Dec.  25,  1887,  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years, 
having  been  born  Aug.  20,  1815.  He  was  a  hale 
and  hearty  old  gentleman  to  the  last  as  the  result 
of  coi-rect  habits  and  a  temperate  life.  He  was 
successful,  financially,  and  in  his  religious  belief 
was  a  Baptist.  Politically',  he.  was  a  Democrat  of 
decided  views.  The  wife  and  mother  is  still  living 
in  Vining,  Kan.,  with  her  sons,  being  sixty-eight 
years  old;  she  is  also  a  Baptist.  Only  five  of  the 
ten  children  comprising  the  parental  family  are 
living,  namely:  Edward  P.,  John  L.,  and  Emery  W.. 
the  latter  being  a  partner  in  the  grain  trade;  the 
second  member  of  the  firm  is  married  to  Miss 
Delia  Colt;  Ernest,  cashier  of  the  Lombard  Invest- 
ment Company  at  St.  Paul;  and  William  T.,  book- 
keeper and  clerk  for  his  brothers,  the  grain  dealers. 
William  T.  was  graduated  from  the  Kansas  State 
Medical  University,  in  June  1889. 

Mrs.  Edward  Caywood's  uncle,  John  C.  Power, 
is  the  custodian  of  the  Lincoln  monument  at 
Springfield,  III. 


ENOS  F.  DOLMAN.    Kansas  has  become  the 
home  of  many  veterans  of  the  Civil  AVar  and 
;  pioneer  of  other   States,   who   have  sought 

and  obtained  from  its  fertile  soil  and  balm_v  air  a 
degree  of  health,  prosperity  and  happiness  which 
they  failed  to  secure  elsewhere.  Among  these  not  the 
least  conspicuous  is  the  subject  of  this  biographical 
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review,  a  resident  of  section  33,  Clifton  Town- 
ship, and  a  prominent  business  man  of  Vining, 
where  he  is  engaged  in  the  blacksmith  trade.  He 
purchased  liis  present  farm  in  1871,  when  it  was  un- 
improved and  in  almost  the  primitive  condition  of 
nature,  and  since  1878  has  made  all  its  present  im- 
provements, effecting  great  changes  in  the  appear- 
ance of  the  landscape,  and  erecting  good  farm 
buildings,  a  substantial  barn  and  a  neat,  commodious 
and  comfortable  residence,  wherein  he  is  passing 
this  life  contented  and  prosperous,  surrounded  b}' 
a  devoted  family. 

Mr.  Dolman  was  for  twenty-two  years  a  resident 
of  Kirljwood,  Warren  Co.,  111.,  where  he  was  in  the 
blacksmith  business.  During  all  this  time,  between 
the  year  of  1856  and  1878,  he  was  in  partnership 
with  Robert  Everett,  who  was  not  only  his  friend 
in  times  of  peace  but  served  with  him  during  the 
war,  they  being  faithful  comrades.  Coming  to 
Kansas  in  1856  our  subject  was  highlj'  pleased  with 
tlie  soil  and  climate,  but  such  was  the  tumult  and 
fierce  excitement  of  war  discussions,that  he  remained 
only  three  months,  being  most  of  the  time  at  Law- 
rence, and  then  returned  to  less  turbulent  districts 
of  the  country.  However,  before  he  left  this  State 
lie  had  formed  the  acquintance  of  John  Brown,  the 
slave  freer,  James  Lane,  Gov.  Reader,  Gov. 
Shannon,  and  the  acting  Free  State  Governor  Rob- 
inson. Of  these  men,  famous  in  the  annals  of  the 
Rebellion,  he  cherishes  bright  recollections. 

A  native  of  Burks  County,  Pa.,  and  born  July 
25,  1828  to  Peter  and  Anna  (  Miller  )  Dolman,  our 
subject  was  the  third  in  their  family  of  five  child- 
ren. His  parents  were  both  of  Penns3dvania  birth, 
the  father  born  in  Burks  County,  and  a  farmer  by- 
occupation.  He  passed  the  greater  portion  of  his 
life  in  the  liome  of  his  cliildhood  and  youth,  but  in 
later  life  he  removed  to  Columbia  County,  where 
his  life  was  brought  to  a  close  when  eighty-five 
years  old.  His  wife  died  in  the  same  county  when 
more  than  three  score  years  of  age.  Of  their  five 
children  all  are  living  with  one  exception. 

The  early  life  of  him  of  whom  we  write  did  not 
differ  from  that  of  otlier  lads  of  the  time.  The 
years  passed  in  the  eager  pursuits  of  pleasure  or 
the  active  labors  of  farm  life,  until  he  arrived  at 
manliood's  cslalu.     Ik'   learned    his   Hade    in    Col- 


umbia County,  under  Juda  Boone,  a  nephew  of 
Daniel  Boone,  one  of  Kentucky's  most  gallant 
pioneers,  and  afterward  was  occupied  in  making  it 
pecuniarily  profitable. 

The  union  of  our  subject  with  Miss  Ellen  Jones 
was  consummated  in  Northumberland  County,  Pa. 
Mrs.  Dolman  was  a  native  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  and 
was  deprived  of  a  father's  tender  care  when  only 
four  years  of  age.  Her  parents  were  William  and 
Nancy  (  Miller )  Jones,  the  former  a  partner  in  a 
wholesale  grocer3'  store  on  the  corner  of  Gay  and 
Market  streets,  Baltimore.  He  was  a  very  suc- 
cessful tradesman,  but  was  taken  away  from  life 
very  suddenly,  having  been  seized  by  a  severe  at- 
tack of  cholera  which  soon  terminated  fatally. 
The  mother  died  before  she  had  reached  the  six- 
tieth year  of  her  age.  After  their  marriage  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Dolman  settled  in  1856  in  Kirkwood,  III., 
and  gradually  there  came  to  their  home  and  fireside 
eleven  children,  three  of  whom,  however,  are  now 
gone  to  rest.  The  deceased  are — Alice,  Oliver  and 
Katie.  Those  living  are — George,  Ella,  Elmer, 
Eva  M.,  Frank,  Ada,  Carrie  and  Minnie.  The  four 
hist  mentioned  are  under  the  parental  roof,  and 
Frank  manages  the  home  farm.  George  is  a  resident 
of  Superior,  Neb.,  where  he  is  a  railroad  agent.  He 
and  his  wife,  who  was  formerly  Miss  Minnie 
Whitey,  have  a  pleasant  home  in  that  city.  Ella  is 
the  wife  of  Joseph  Sager,  a  freight  agent  at  Daniels, 
Kansas.  Elmer  is  at  present  on  a  homestead  in  Gra- 
ham County,  Kan.  Eva  M.  is  tiie  wife  of  William 
Fillies,  and  lives  at  Bancroft,  Iowa,  and  is  an  agent 
for  the  Northwestern  Railroad. 

The  Dolman  family  occupy  a  prominent  position 
soeiall}',  being  active  members  of  the  Universalist 
Church,  and  participants  in  every  good  work.  Our 
subject  is  a  Republican  in  his  political  sympathies, 
and  for  the  faith  that  in  him  he  was  prepared  to  offer 
his  life  a  willing  sacrifice  at  the  altar  of  his  country. 
The  record  of  important  events  in  the  life  of  Mr. 
Dolman  would  be  glaringly  incomplete  without 
considerable  reference  to  his  war  record.  While  a 
resident  of  Kirkwood,  111.,  the  great  national  con- 
flict was  begun,  and  he  enlisted  in  Company  G., 
84th  Illinois  Infantry,  under  the  captaincy  of  Fred- 
rick Gardeniclit,  while  the  Colonel  was  L.  N.  Waters, 
then  of  Macoaili  and  now  uf  Kansas  City.  Mo.   I'n- 
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der  their  brave  and  gallant  leaders  the  regiment  to 
which  our  subject  belonged  participated  in  many 
important  engagements,  among  them  being  the 
battles  of  Perryville,  K3\.  Stony  River,  Chicka- 
muagua,  Tenn.,  and  later  he  was  with  Hooker  and 
Gen.  Howard  after  the  engagement  of  Kelly's 
Ferr^'.  Ho  was  also  in  the  battles  at  Lookout 
Mountains,  and  Missionary  Ridge,  and  in  the  At- 
lanta campaign.  When  Sherman  began  his  world 
renowned  march  to  the  sea,  Mr.  Dolman  falling 
back,  joined  Capt.  Thomas,  and  under  the  brave 
Gen.  Stanley  fought  the  enemy  at  Franklin  and 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  entirel3'  routing  the  armj'  of  Hood. 
Tlie  military  career  of  our  subject  was  brought  to 
a  close  by  his  honorable  discharge  at  Springfield, 
111.,  after  serving  nearly  three  years  in  active  war- 
fare. He  was  fortunate  enough  to  escape  unhurt, 
suffering  only  from  the  wear  and  tear  necessitated 
by  a  vigorous  campaign.  Mr.  Dolman  is  justly 
proud  of  his  career  as  a  soldier,  and  deserves  and 
receives  the  admiration  and  regard  of  all  patriotic 
citizens  for  his  share  in  his  country's  defense. 


ilLLIAM  M.  MERCER.  The  Kansas  pio- 
oneer  of  thirtj'-one  years  ago  looked  upon 
a  wild  scene  as  he  ventured  out  into  this 
section  of  country,  which  was  at  that  time  peopled 
principally  by  Indians  and  wild  animals.  He  who 
then  made  up  his  mind  to  locate  here,  and  while 
laboring  was  content  to  wait  for  developments  de- 
serves more  than  a  passing  notice.  Mr.  Mercer  is 
numbered  among  the  earliest  pioneers  of  Washing- 
ton County,  arriving  within  its  limits  on  the  12th 
of  May,  1858,  having  been  a  resident  of  Kansas 
one  year  previous.  Only  two  or  three  men  had 
come  to  this  section  and  taken  up  claims.  Mr. 
Mercer  took  up  a  claim  of  160  acres,  but  only  pre- 
empted 120  of  this,  it  lying  on  the  northeast  quar- 
ter of  section  35,  Little  Blue  Township.  His  nearest 
neighbor  was  over  the  line  in  Marshall  County,  two 
and  one-half  miles  distant. 

Mr.  Mercer  improved  his  land  and  lived  upon  it 


until  1875.  In  the  fall  of  that  year  he  purchased 
that  which  he  now  owns  and  occupies  and  which  is 
located  on  section  27,  Logan  Township.  During 
the  fifteen  j^ears  which  he  has  been  a  resident  of 
this  township  he  has  contributed  his  full  quota 
toward  its  development  and  progress.  He  is  a 
thorough  and  skillful  farmer,  and  has  been  re- 
warded for  his  toil  and  sacrifices  by  a  competence 
sufficient  to  insure  him  against  want  in  his  old  age. 
His  well-tilled  fields  yield  him  a  handsome  income, 
while  his  buildings,  live  stock,  machinery  and  all 
other  modern  appliances  present  a  picture  of  plenty 
and  content  which  it  is  pleasant  to  look  upon. 

A  native  of  the  Buckeye  State,  Mr.  Mercer  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Newark,  Licking  County,  Nov. 
16,  1833.  His  parents  were  Aaron  and  Mahala 
(Oliver)  Mercer,  the  former  a  native  of  Rocking- 
ham County,  Ya.,  and  the  latter  born  in  Maryland. 
The  Mercer  family  was  originally  from  Ireland, 
and  the  first  representative  in  the  United  States  was 
one  Edward,  who  crossed  the  Atlantic  about  1756 
and  settled  in  what  is  now  New  York  City  near 
Thirteenth  street.  He  was  the  father  of  a  large 
family,  who  as  they  grew  up  became  scattered,  and 
from  them  descended  the  Mercers  who  may  now 
be  found  in  almost  every  State  of  the  Union.  The 
genealogy  of  the  family  has  been  faithfully  pre- 
served, they  being  people  of  more  than  ordinary 
intelligence  and  realizing  the  importance  of  such  a 
record.  The  paternal  great-great-grandfather  of  our 
subject  was  Moses  Mercer,  who  settled  at  an  early 
date  in  the  Colony  of  Yirginia.  He  was  a  son  of 
Edward  Mercer,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  the 
old  Colony  of  Virginia,  and  a  copy  of  his  will, 
dated  Sept.  20,  1762.  is  still  preserved  by  some  of 
the  family.  Later,  Grandfather  Gideon  Mercer, 
served  as  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812. 

Aaron  Mercer,  the  father  of  our  subject,  grew  to 
manhood  in  Rockingham  County,  (now  West)  Ya., 
and  also  resided  in  Rockbridge  County  until  1816. 
His  father  had  died  prior  to  this,  and  afterward 
the  mother  and  her  children  removed  to  Licking 
County,  Ohio,  settling  among  its  earliest  pioneers. 
Aaron  was  married  there  in  1824,  and  ten  years 
later  removed  to  Putnam  Count}-.  In  August,  1845, 
he  moved  to  Wabash  County,  Ind.,  but  later  re- 
moved to  and  seltk'd  in  .Mi.ami  Counlv,  Ind..  whero 
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his  death  took  place  April  25,  1887,  after  he  had 
arrived  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- four  years 
and  ten  months. 

To  Aaron  Mercer  and  his  estimable  wife  there 
was  born  a  family  of  seven  children.  Moses,  the 
eldest,  is  a  resident  of  Peru,  Miami  Co.,  Ind.;  Ed- 
ward lives  at  Mason,  AVabash  Co.,  Ind.;  John  re- 
sides in  Marion,  Minn.;  William  M.,  of  this  sketch, 
was  the  next  in  order  of  birth;  Mary  A.  became 
the  wife  of  Lemuel  Bruner,  and  died  in  Wabash 
County,  Ind.,  in  April,  1876.;  Susan  married  A.  T. 
Warwick  and  resides  in  Ohio;  Mahala  F.  became 
the  wife  of  James  Bruce  and  they  lived  at  Chetopa, 
this  State. 

William  M.  Mercer  spent  his  early  years  amid  the 
pursuits  of  farm  life,  attended  the  common  schools 
and  accompanied  the  family  in  their  various  re- 
movals, being  in  AVabash  County,  Ind,,  at  the  time 
of  reaching  his  majority.  Then  starting  out  on  his 
own  account,  he  crossed  the  Mississippi  and  took 
up  his  abode  in  the  Territory  of  Kansas.  Many 
and  great  have  been  the  changes  which  he  has  wit- 
nessed during  the  transformation  of  the  wilderness 
into  the  abode  of  a  civilized  and  intelligent  people. 
He  came  to  this  section  a  single  man  and  remained 
so  a  number  of  years.  He  was  finally  captured  by 
Eliza  A.  Bonsteel,  to  whom  he  was  married  in  Wolf 
River  Township,  Doniphan  County,  Feb.  15,  1866. 

Mrs.  Mercer  was  born  in  Grafton,  N.  Y.,  Aug. 
14,  1847,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Sylvester  and 
Mary  E.  (Lamb)  Bonsteel,  who  were  natives  of 
New  York,  and  came  from  Wisconsin  to  Kansas  in 
1856.  They  settled  first  in  Highland,  Doniphan 
County, where  Mrs. Mercer  remained  with  them  until 
her  marriage.  This  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of 
four  children, viz :  Edward  F., Sylvester  W.,  Mary  E. 
and  Alpha  W.  The  second  son  is  a  teacher  in  the 
public  schools  of  AVashinglon  County;  Edward  is 
in  Iowa.  The  others  are  at  home  with  their  parents. 

Mr.  Mercer  upon  leaving  the  school-room  did 
not  by  any  means  abandon  his  studies  but  availed 
himself  of  every  opportunity  for  gaining  useful 
information.  He  has  always  been  a  reader,  and 
having  a  retentive  memory,  especially  of  dates,  is 
more  than  ordinarily  well  informed.  There  are  few 
who  can  remember  tlie  date  of  important  events  as 
well  as  himself,  a  faculty  which  is  of  great  value. 


Mr.  Mercer  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
J.  C.  Fremont,  and  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  the 
Repu  blican  party.  He  was  appointed  the  Assessor 
of  Washington  County  in  November,  1858,  being 
the  first  official  to  act  in  this  capacity  in  the  county. 
He  gave  such  good  satisfaction  that  he  was  re- 
elected and  served  another  term.  He  has  since 
been  Treasurer  of  Little  Blue  Township  three  years 
and  was  Trustee  of  this  township  from  1876  to 
1881.  Since  removing  to  Logan  Township  he  has 
been  Trustee  one  year.  He  was  appointed  a  delegate 
to  the  Republican  County  Convention  for  ten  con- 
secutive years.  This  is  a  sufficient  indication  of  his 
efficiency  as  a  public  official  and  as  a  member  of 
his  party.  Religiously,  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Christian  Church,  attending  services  at  Greenleaf. 

It  will  be  seen  tliat  the  career  of  Mr.  Mercer  has 
been  one  of  unusual  activity  during  which  time  he 
has  rendered  excellent  service  for  the  common 
welfare  of  his  fellow-men.  After  the  outbreak  of 
the  Civil  War  he  enlisted  as  a  Union  soldier,  Nov. 
13,  1861,  in  Company  H,  2d  Kansas  Cavalry,  and 
was  assigned  to  Provost  duty  at  Leavenworth.  In 
the  spring  of  1863  he  was  seut  to  a  camp  of  instruc- 
tion, Camp  Blair,  Johnson  County,  Kan.  Next  he 
went  to  Ft.  Riley  with  the  expectation  of  following 
up  the  enemy  to  New  Mexico,  but  as  they  had  left 
the  Territory  the  expedition  was  abandoned.  The 
cavalry  then  turned  south  and  repaired  to  Ft.  Scott. 
Their  next  destination  was  to  Southwestern  Mis- 
souri and  Northwestern  Arkansas,  during  which 
they  met  the  enemy  in  several  engagements,  one  of 
them  being  at  old  Ft.  Wayne  in  the  Indian  Terri- 
tory and  another  at  Perry  Grove.  Returning  to 
Southwestern  Missouri,  Mr.  Mercer,  at  Springfield, 
received  his  honorable  discharge  from  the  cavaby 
and  was  commissioned  a  Second  Lieutenant  of  the 
83d  United  States  Colored  Infantry.  The  regiment 
was  ordered  to  Ft.  Smith,  Ark.,  where  they  spent 
the  winter  of  1*^63-64,  then  entered  on  the  Cam- 
den expeditio  r  which  occupied  two  months  and 
two  days,  aiid  during  which  they  marched  the  long 
distance  of  ^00  miles  and  participated  in  nine  en- 
gagements. The}^  went  into  camp  at  Ft.  Smith, which 
was  their  headquarters  although  they  were  absent  at 
times  on  various  expeditions.  In  February,  1865, 
they  were    ordered  to   Little  Rock,  Ark.,  and  Mr. 
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Mercer  soon  afterward  was  made  First  Lieutenant 
of  Company  H,  July  31,  1865.  The  war  having 
now  come  to  a  close  the  regiment  repaired  to  Cam- 
den, Ark.,  and  Lieut.  Mercer  was  mustered  out  Oct. 
9,  1865,  receiving  his  honorable  discharge,  after 
having  been  in  the  service  of  the  Government  and 
under  pay  for  four  years  and  seven  days. 

Lieut.  Mercer  now  sought  his  old  haunts  in 
Washington  County,  and  since  that  time  has  given 
his  attention  to  the  cultivation  and  improvement 
of  his  farm.  He  is  widely  and  favorably  known  to 
the  people  of  this  region  whom  he  has  served  faith- 
fully in  an  official  capacity,  and  among  whom  he  is 
a  general  favorite  on  account  of  his  sterling  worth 
and  those  traits  of  character  which  have  distin- 
guished him  as  an  honest  man  and  a  good   citizen. 

eOL.  WILLIAM  D.  BANNER.  One  of  the 
most  flourishing  establishments  in  the  town 
of  Vining,  is  that  owned  and  managed  by 
the  above-named  gentleman,  who  opened  it  as  a 
general  mercantile  store  in  1878,  and  a  year  later 
merged  the  business  into  that  of  a  drug  and  station- 
ery store,  and  has  since  operated  it  as  such.  In  all 
the  intervening  years  he  has  been  very  successful, 
being  the  only  man  who  has  remained  in  active 
business  all  that  time.  A  consideration  of  his  life, 
and  particularly  that  portion  of  it  referring  to  his 
war  record,  will  be  highly  interesting  to  our  readers. 

Coming  to  Clay  County  in  March,  1870,  Col. 
Banner  took  up  a  homestead  on  sections  11  and  10 
of  Blulberry  Township,  and  after  this  was  im- 
proved, he  sold  it  and  purchased  another  farm  in 
the  same  township,  and  later  started  a  general  store 
in  Clay  County,  at  Riverdale  (a  town  long  since 
defunct),  and  was  there  a  merchant  and  Postmaster 
tor  two  years.  About  this  time  the  town  of  Vining 
was  started,  and  he  changed  his  location  to  that 
point,  being  one  of  the  first  to  engage  in  business 
at  that  place. 

Stokes  County,  N.  C,  was  the  native  place  of 
our  subject,  and  the  date  of  his  birth  was  Oct.  11, 
1838.  His  parents  were  Southern  people,  but  his 
ancestry  is  AVelsh  and  Ena:lisli.     On  one  side  of  the 


family,  his  ancestors  emigrated  to  America  from 
Albion  about  the  time  of  the  Revolutionary  War, 
and  became  early  settlers  in  Stokes  County.  The 
grandfather  of  our  subject  was  Joshua  Banner,  who 
was  born  in  Stokes  County,  N.  C,  and  was  by  occu- 
pation a  farmer,  and  also  operated  a  tannery  near 
Germautown,  in  that  county.  Joshua  Banner  was 
reared  and  married  in  Stokes  County,  where  he 
passed  the  remainder  of  his  life,  and  also  died, 
when  he  had  attained  a  great  age.  He  had  married 
Nancy  Bitting,  who  also  lived  and  died  in  North 
Carolina,  being  about  four  score  years  old  at  the 
time  of  her  decease.  A  large  familj'  of  children 
was  born  to  her  and  her  husband,  five  sons  and 
three  daughters  growing  to  manhood  and  woman- 
hood. Among  these  Louis,  father  of  our  subject, 
was  the  second  child  and  the  first  son.  He  was 
reared  in  Stokes  County,  occupying  his  time  in  the 
same  manner  as  his  father  did,  namely,  as  a  farmer 
and  tanner.  A  verj^  important  event  in  his  life 
took  place  about  1837,  when  he  married  Miss  Nancy 
Flippin,  their  union  being  consummated  in  Ger- 
mantown.  Stakes  County.  Mrs.  Louis  Banner  was 
born  in  Virginia,her  parents  being  natives  of  the  Old 
Dominion,  and  when  still  very  young  she  accompa- 
nied them  to  Stokes  County.  The  Banner  family 
were  mostly  loyal  to  the  Union,  and  earnest  in  their 
advocacy  against  human  slavery.  While  a  resident 
of  Watauga  County,  Louis  Banner  represented  his 
county  in  the  North  Carolina  Legislature  two  terms, 
and  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  that  county, 
where  he  died  in  1885,  at  the  age  of  seventy-two 
years.  He  was,  politically,  an  old-line  Whig,  and 
later  a  Republican.  Religiously,  he  was  in  sym- 
pathy with  the  doctrines  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
with  which  organization  he  was  actively  identified. 
His  widow  yet  lives,  making  her  home  in  Watauga 
County,  being  more  than  seventy  years  old.  She 
was  for  manj'  years  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
Being  the  eldest  of  all  the  children  in  his  father's 
family,  which  consisted  of  five  sons  and  three 
daughters,  Col.  Banner  was  early  initiated  in  the 
cares  and  responsibilities  of  farm  life,  and  made 
himself  useful  in  various  ways  when  still  very 
young.  Of  his  brothers  and  sisters  all  are  living 
now,  and,  with  one  exception,  are  married.  Our 
subject  and   a  brother,  A.  J.  Banner,  are  the  only 
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ones  residing  in  Kansas,  the  others  being  in  North 
Carolina,  where  one  of  his  brothers,  Louis,  is  now 
representing  his  county  of  Mitchell  in  the  State 
Legislature.  Col.  Banner  worked  for  many  years 
in  the  tobacco  business,  and  represented  the  trade 
in  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  through  Florida. 
In  1858,  he  accompanied  his  father's  family  in  their 
removal  to  Watauga  County,  at  wliich  time  he  was 
about  twenty  3'ears  old. 

After  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War,  Mr.  Ban- 
ner enlisted  in  the  service  of  the  Union,  leaving  his 
home  in  North  Carolina  March  1,  1862,  and  it  was 
not  until  July  10  of  the  same  year  that  he  was  able 
to  get  a  regiment  in  which  he  could  enlist,  he  being 
obliged  to  walk  until  he  could  find  Federal  troops, 
and  finally  found  them  at  Cumberland  Gap,  Ky., 
where  lie  enlisted  in  the  4th  Tennessee  Regiment, 
Compan}'  B,  in  which  he  served  as  First  Sergeant 
during  the  entire  war.  At  the  close  of  the  conflict 
he  was  honorably  discharged,  at  Nashville,  Tenn., 
July  10.  1865.  He  was  a  very  modest  soldier  and 
a  good  man. 

In  1868,  Mr.  Banner  was  made  Colonel  of  the 
98lli  Regiment,  North  Carolina  Militia,  and  at  that 
time  there  were  not  enough  loyal  Union  men  in  his 
whole  regiment  to  fill  the  offices  in  the  different  com- 
panies, and  very  little  dependence  could  be  placed 
upon  the  rank  and  file,  notwithstanding  which  the 
Colonel  kept  his  commission  and  managed  the  regi- 
ment for  two  years,  when  he  gave  it  up  to  come  to 
Kansas. 

Wiiile  a  resident  of  Watauga  County,  our  sub- 
ject was  united  in  marriage  with  Sallie  Vuncannon, 
a  native  of  Randolph  Couutj',  N.  C,  where  she 
spent  her  youth.  Her  father,  Jacob  Vuncannon, 
was  likewise  reared  and  married  in  his  native 
county  of  Randolph,  his  wife  being  Sallie  Hammon, 
who  was  born  in  that  county  of  Quaker  parents. 
After  the  birth  of  their  children,  Jacob  and  Sallie 
Vuncannon  removed  to  Watauga  Count}',  in  1860, 
and  tliere  the  father  engaged  in  farming  and  also 
as  a  millwright.  He  died  there  after  he  had  reached 
a  very  old  age,  while  his  wife  yet  survives,  at  the 
the  age  of  seventy  years,  living  in  Watauga  County 
with  her  youngest  daughter.  Mrs.  Martha  Culver. 
Religiously,  Mr.  Vuncannon  was  a  Arm  Methodist. 
Mrs.  Banner  was  almost  grown  to  womanhood  when 


shd  accompanied  her  patents  to  Watauga  County, 
where  she  was  married.  After  three  children  had 
been  born  to  her  and  her  husband,  they  came  to 
Kansas,  where  their  family  circle  was  enlarged  by 
the  birth  of  another  child.  One  of  their  children, 
a  daughter,  named  Alice,  married  Dr.  Taylor,  and 
a  few  short  weeks  after  her  marriage  was  taken  to 
her  final  rest.  The  living  are  :  Ulysses  S.,  who  is 
with  his  father  in  the  drug  store,  where  he  is  a 
very  efficient  clerk  ;  J.  Louis,  who  is  at  home,  is 
engaged  at  the  Vining  depot  as  telegraph  operator ; 
and  Edna  G.,  who  is  at  home,  attending  the  schools 
of  Vining.  Mrs.  Banner  is  a  consistent  member  of 
the  United  Brethren  Church,  which  the  family  at- 
tend. Col.  Banner  has  been  Justice  of  the  Peace 
for  a  period  of  eleven  years ;  he  was  Postmaster  of 
Vining  for  several  years,  and  is  now  Justice  of  the 
Peace  and  Couricilman  of  Vining.  He  has  also 
served  with  characteristic  ability  as  Police  Magis- 
trate, and  is  a  strong  Republican  and  an  active 
worker  within  the  ranks  of  his  party. 

-J #-# 1^ 


^^f  LVARADO  TANSEL,  Postmaster  of  Had- 
^l    \    *^a™,  established  the  first  drug-store,  and 
11    a    was  Postmaster  in  1879,  in  that  place.     He 
@f  at  that  time  continued  in  the  drug  business 

until  1882,  then  selling  out,  removed  to  Milton- 
wood,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the  same  business 
one  year.  Then  returning  to  Haddam,  he  began 
dealing  in  real  estate,  but  the  year  following,  pur- 
chased a  stock  of  goods,  and  commenced  building 
up  the  lucrative  trade  which  he  now  enjoys.  He  is 
likewise  the  oldest  general  merchant  in  the  place, 
and  has  been  a  liberal  and  public-spirited  citizen, 
contributing  to  its  growth  and  prosperity. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  near  Cler- 
mont, Ind.,  April  26,  1846,  and  lived  there  on  a 
farm  until  a  lad  of  eleven  years.  In  1857  he 
removed  to  Missouri  by  team  with  his  mother, 
crossing  the  Alississippi  at  Warsaw,  and  located  in 
Atchison  County,  on  a  farm.  The  country  was 
wild,  and  game  of  all  kinds  was  plentiful.  The^y 
sojourned  there  until  our  subject  was  a  youth  of 
eighteen  years  in  the  midst  of  a  rebel  element.    Up- 
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on  the  occasion  of  raising  tiae  first  rebel  flag  in  the 
County  Seat  of  Atchison  County,  young  Tansel, 
tlien  a  boy  of  fifteen  years,  was  requested  to  secure 
for  the  purpose  the  staff  from  a  United  States  flag 
on  a  house  near  by,  so  thej'  could  substitute  llic  con- 
federate colors.  This  the  young  patriot  irfustMl  to 
do,  and  was  treated  to  a  volley  of  very  f(jiiil>lc 
language  in  consequence.  Soon  afterward  i)e  en- 
deavored to  enlist  in  the  Union  army,  but  was  re- 
jected on  account  of  his  age.  In  1864  he  went  to 
Nebraslca,  and  while  living  on  the  Missouri  River 
bottom,  repaired  to  Brownsville  and  entered  the 
Union  ranks  as  a  member  of  Company  H.  1st  Ne- 
braska Cavahy.  He  was  mustered  into  service  a1 
Omaha,  and  soon  afterward  his  companj'  was  sent 
to  Ft.  Laramie,  and  subsequently  to  Cottonwood 
Springs.  Next  he  joined  an  expedition  to  North- 
western Nebraska,  and  after  doing  other  efficient 
service,  was  mustered  out  and  honorably  discharged 
at  Julesburg,  in  April,  1866.  on  account  of  physi- 
cal disability.  He  now  receives  a  pension  of  $10 
per  month. 

Upon  retiring  from  the  service,  Mr.  Tansel  re- 
turned home,  via  Omaha,  and  for  a  year  was  in- 
capacitated for  active  labor.  Later  he  engaged  in 
farming  and  teaming.  He  had,  in  1862,  when  a 
youth  of  sixteen  years,  engaged  in  freighting  across 
the  plains  for  other  parties,  and  upon  one  occasion 
when  near  Ft.  Kearne}-,  having  a  disagreement  with 
the  wagon-master;  they  separated,  and  he  returned 
home  on  foot. 

On  the  2d  of  September,  1874,  Mr.  Tansel  was 
married  in  Washington  County,  this  State,  to  Miss 
Amanda  Clark,  who  was  born  in  Lake  County,  Ind., 
and  who  followed  the  profession  of  a  teacher  for 
some  time  before  her  marriage.  She  became  the 
mother  of  four  children — Louis,  Joy,  Alvarado. 
Jr..  and  Berry.  The  latter  is  with  his  grandmother 
in  Wasiiington ;  the  others  remain  at  home  with 
their  father.  Mrs.  Amanda  Tansel  departed  this 
life  in  1882.  Our  subject  contracted  a  second  mar- 
riage in  1884,  with  Miss  Sophia  Kuns,  a  native  of 
New  York  City,  and  they  have  three  children — 
Isla,  Carrie,  and  Benjamin  H. 

In  politics  Mr.  Tansel  is  a  Republican.  He  served 
as  Justice  of  the  Peace  one  term,  and  as  Notary 
I'uhlic  four  vears.    ?Ie  was  also  Clerk  of  the  School 


Board,  and  frequently  officiates  as  a  delegate  to  the 
county,  Sen.atorial  and  State  conventions.  Socially, 
he  belongs  to  the  A.  F.  and  A.  M.,  lodge  No.  226, 
at  Haddam,  in  which  he  has  officiated  as  Secretary 
two  terms.  He  is  likewise  identified  with  the  G.  A. 
R.  No.  419,  at  Haddam,  and  holds  the  office  of  Com- 
mander. In  religious  matters,  he  is  identified  with 
the  Christian  Church.  In  former  years  lie  was  en- 
gaged as  a  teacher,and  at  one  time  was  in  the  printing 
business  at  Waterville  and  Washington  three  years. 
He  first  set  foot  upon  the  soil  of  Kansas,  in  1 868, 
making  the  journey  to  the  present  site  of  Haddam 
overland  by  team,  but  the  following  year  returned 
to  Missouri,  and  came  to  Kansas  the  second  time 
in  1873. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  was  Timothy  Tansel, 
who  was  born  in  Scott  County,  Ky.,  in  1810.  His 
paternal  grandfather,  Francis  Tansel,  w.is  a  native 
of  the  South  of  France,  and  engaged  in  the  French 
wars  of  his  time.  Grandfather  Tansel  followed  the 
sea  from  boyhood  up,  becoming  a  captain.  He 
finally  settled  in  Virginia,  and  from  there  went  to 
Kentucky  ,and  later  participated  in  the  War  of  1812, 
being  at  the  siege  of  Ft.  Meigs.  He  spent  his  last 
days  in  Hendricks  County,  Ind.,  to  which  he  had 
removed  in  1828,  and  was  among  the  pioneers  of 
that  region.  Timothy  Tansel  chose  farming  for  his 
vocation,  and  cleared  a  tract  of  land  in  Hendricks, 
where  he  spent  his  last  years,  dying  in  1852.  He 
was  a  Whig,  politically,  and  an  active  member  of 
the  Christian  Church.  In  early  manhood  he  de- 
signed and  carved  a  powder  horn,  in  1845,  with  the 
name  and  picture  of  James  K.  Polk. 

Mrs.  Martha  (Campbell)  Tansel,  the  mother  of 
our  subject,  was  boru  in  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
was  the  daughter  of  Elias  Campl)ell,  a  native  of 
New  Jersey.  The  latter  was  a  weaver  b^-  trade, 
and  did  service  in  the  War  of  1812.  Afterward 
he  settled  in  New  York  State,  then  removed,  first 
to  Ohio,  and  later  to  Indiana,  where  he  engaged  in 
farming,  and  died.  His  father  came  from  Scotland 
and  served  seven  years  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 
The  mother,  after  the  death  of  her  husband,  was 
married  to  William  Smith,  a  native  of  Pickaway 
County,  Ohio,  and  a  tanner  by  trade.  In  1876 
they  removed  to  Nebraska,  and  from  there  to 
Washington  County,    this  State.      William    Smith 
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was  in  the  first  mounted  United  States 
Scott's  campaign  during  tlie  Mexican  War.  Mrs. 
Smitli  is  now  sixtj'-flve  years  old,  but  health3-  and 
active,  and  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church;  she  makes  her  home  in 
Washington,  Kan.  Of  her  first  marriage  there  were 
born  three  children:  Alvarado,  Albertine,  a  resi- 
dent of  Blue  Rapids,  and  May,  Mrs.  Campbell,  also 
of  Blue  Rapids.  In  the  second  family  there  wore 
four  children;  Albina,  of  Norton  County,  this  State; 
and  William,  Lucy,  and  Elmer,  of  Washington 
County. 


\»^ATHER  ALOYSIUS  M.  MEILI  is  num- 
ijmg)  bered  among  the  highly  respected  citizens 
^  of  Clay    Center,  where    he   is  engaged    in 

worthy  works  and  good  deeds,  being  the  resident 
priest  of  St.  Peter's  and  St.  Paul's  Church  at  that 
point.  This  church  was  established  by  Father  Pichler 
of  Hanover,  who  had  under  his  personal  supervis- 
ion the  whole  section  which  is  now  divided  among 
five  priests.  The  church  organization  was  effected 
in  1875,  the  early  members  being  D.  Duigg, 
Suhultz  Bros.,  Phillip  R.  Rothman,  Mr.  C.  Hol- 
gang,  and  a  few  others.  Father  Ruemle  said  the 
first  mass  here  in  the  house  of  D.  Duigg.  This 
same  priest  said  the  first  mass  also  in  the  city  of 
MarysvlUe.  The  church  in  Clay  Center,  when 
first  organized,  contained  only  seven  families,  but 
now  the  membership  has  increased  to  twenty-eight. 
The  first  resident  priest  was  Father  Loevenech, who 
took  the  pastorate  in  1880,  the  church  edifice  hav- 
ing been  built  five  3'ears  prior  to  this  time  under  the 
direct  management  of  Father  Pichler.  Our  subject 
came  to  Clay  Center  in  June,  1886,  and  was  the 
fourth  resident  priest  of  the  church. 

Father  Melli  was  born  in  Canton  Zurich,  Switz- 
erland, March  8,  1840,  and  received  a  good  educa- 
tion in  the  university  of  his  native  town  of  Zurich. 
Here  he  continued  to  reside  until  the  fall  of  1 865, 
when,  crossing  the  ocean  into  this  country,  he  com- 
menced to  study  for  the  priesthood  at  Cincinnati, 
in  St.  Mary's  University,  and  continued  the  pursuit 
of  knowledge  there  until  1870.  Then,  having 
completed    the  prescribed    course   of  learning,  he 


was  ordained  at  Fort  Wayne,  Ind..  and  was  given 
charge  of  a  church  in  Indiana,  and  afterward  in 
Ohio.  He  was  very  successful  in  both  i)astorates, 
but  was  induced  to  emigrate  to  the  West  and  lo- 
cate in  Kansas,  where  he  was  first  priest  of  the 
Catholic  Churc'u  at  Irish  Creek,  Marshall  County, 
and  afterward  went  to  Marysville  and  took  charge 
of  the  congregation  at  that  place.  Thence,  in 
1886,  he  came  to  Clay  Center,  where  he  is  now  in 
the  fourth  year  of  his  labor,  and  has  in  the  mean- 
time gained  the  respect  and  confidence  not  only  of 
his  parishioners,  but  also  of  those  differing  from 
him  in  religious  opinions,  who.  nevertheless,  aa- 
mire  one  whose  life  is  filled  with  deeds  of  charity 
and  kindness  and  whose  character  is  above  reproach. 
During  the  years  of  his  work  here  he  has  been  in- 
strumental in  bringing  many  into  active  raember- 
shiji  and  has  assisted  in  all  possible  ways  in  the 
upbuilding  of  the  church.  He  is  now  in  the  prime 
of  his  life  and  has  the  best  vvishes  of  many  friends 
for  years  of  usefulness  in  his  chosen  work. 


'-^^^^^i^k^^^r^^f^-^ 


\t'  ENRY  AVERY,  one  of  the  proprietors  of 
^^]fj  the  Republican  Valley  Stock  Farm,  which 
1^^^  is  located  in  Republican  Township,  Clay 
(^  County,  and  senior  member  of  the  firm  of 
Avery  ife  Coleman,  is  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  most 
level-headed  business  men  of  this  section.  He 
presents  a  picture  of  the  typical  pioneer,  pro- 
gressive, enterprising  and  public-spirited,  and  has 
always  had  that  care  for  his  personal  honor  which 
has  enabled  him  to  build  up  a  record  which  his 
children  may  be  proud  to  look  upon  in  after  years. 
He  is  of  New  England  ancestry,  his  paternal  grand- 
father having  been  George  Avery,  who  was  born 
in  Truro,  Cape  Cod,  Jan.  23,  1759.  The  wife  of 
the  latter  was  Mary  Sanborn  Hawk,  who  was  born 
in  Massachusetts,  April  22,  1765.  They  were 
married  in  PlainBeld,  N.  H.,  Jan.  11,  1787,  and 
became  the  parents  of  twelve  children,  of  whom 
the  seventh,  George  Jr.,  was  the  father  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch. 

George  Avery,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Plainflcld,  N.H., 
March  24,    1798,    and  was    there  reared    to    man's 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


estate.  After  marriage  he  settled  in  Morristowii, 
Vt.,  but  subsequently  removed  to  Lowell,  t)iat 
State,  where  he  spent  the  greater  part  of  his  life.  ' 
In  the  spring  of  1871,  however,  being  still  pos- 
sessed of  much  of  the  strong  and  sturd3-  spirit  of 
his  early  manhood,  he  determined  upon  coming  to 
the  West  and  joining  his  son  in  Kansas,  settled 
near  Wakefield,  Clay  County,  where  he  died,  Sept. 
29,  1881J. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject 
was  Delilah  Cummings.  She  was  born  in  Cornish, 
N.  H.,  lived  to  accompany  her  husband  to  Kansas, 
and  died  at  their  home  near  Wakefield,  in  1876. 
There  had  been  born  to  her  and  her  husband  ten  [ 
children,  five  sons  and  five  daughters,  Henry,  our 
subject,  being  the  youngest  son. 

Henry  Aver\'  was  born  in  Lowell,  Vl.,  April  29,  j 
1838,  and  lived  there  until  reaching  manhood- 
Thence  he  went  to  Ohio,  and  from  there  to  Illi- 
nois. In  the  spring  of  the  year  1851  he  pushed  on 
farther  westward,  coming  to  Kansas  and  settling  in 
Clay  County,  obtaining  land  in  the  Republican 
Valley,  on  section  19,  Republican  Township.  By 
purchase  he  eventually  became  the  owner  of  500 
acres  lying  in  and  adjacent  to  his  first  possessions. 
He  sold  his  farm  in  1886  to  his  present  partner, 
C.  R.  Coleman,  and  purchased  a  tract  of  600  acres 
farther  down  the  river,  where  he  now  lives. 

Mr.  Avery  became  particularly  interested  in  fine 
horses  in  1870,  starting  the  Republican  Valley 
Stock  Farm  in  the  month  of  March  of  that  year. 
He  operated  it  alone  until  the  spring  of  1886,  then 
sold  a  half  intei-est  to  Mr.  Coleman,  who  was  for- 
merly from  DuPage  County,  111.  They  issue  cat- 
alogues each  year,  and  are  conducting  their 
business  in  that  systematic  manner  which  has  never 
failed  of  satisfactory  results.  Mr.  Avery  began 
importing  and  breeding  Percheron  and  French 
coach  horses  in  1875.  His  stud  is  one  of  the  most 
extensive  and  best  known  west  of  the  Mississippi 
River.  He  was  been  uniformly  successful,  taking 
premiums  at  the  county  and  State  fairs  and  special 
horse  shows. 

During  the  progress  of  the  late  Civil  War.  Mr. 
Avery,  in  the  spring  of  1863,  entered  the  Union 
Army  as  a  member  of  Company  L,  1 !  th  Kansas 
Cavalry,  and   served    as  a  private   on    the   plains, 


mostly  against  the  Indians,  until  October,  1865. 
when,  the  war  being  closed,  he  received  his  honor- 
able discharge.  During  this  period  he;saw  enough 
of  army  life  to  satisfy  him,  and  especially  the 
mode  of  frontier"warfare.  He  meddles  very  little 
with  politics,  but  keeps  himself  posted  upon  matters 
of  general  interest  ;and  gives  his  support  to  the 
Republican  party. 

The  marriage  of  Henry :Avery"and^Miss  Orpha 
Farman  was  celebrated  at  the  bride's  home  in 
Troy,  Vt.,  Feb.  26,1866.  Mrs.  Avery  was  born 
Feb.  1,  1840,  in  Troy,  Vt.,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
Herod  and  Elvira  (Hitchcock)  Farman  and  the 
sister  of  Mrs.  R.  A.  Moyer,  a  sketch  of  whom  will 
be  found  in  the  biography  of  Albert  Avery,  else- 
where in  this  volume,  together  with  facts  relating 
to  the  family  history.  There  have  been  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Avery  four  bright  children,  viz.. 
Fred  H.,  Herbert  F..  Herman  W.  and  Ellen  D. 


OHM  A.  MORRISON,  loan  agent.  Clay  Cen- 
ter, occupies  an  ottice  centrally  located,  on 
.,  the  corner  of  Lincoln  avenue  and  Fifth 
i^^  street.  He  has  been  a  resident  of  Clay 
County,  since  the  spring  of  1883,  spending  all  that 
time  in  this  city  engaged  in  his  present  business, 
making  first  mortgage  loans  only  for  Eastern  par- 
ties and  doing  a  fine  business. 

William  B.  Morrison,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  in  1829,  going 
thence  to  Chester  County,  where  he  married  Miss 
Rebecca  J.  Scott.  His  occupation  was  that  of  a 
general  merchant,  and  he  was  Sheriflf  of  Chester 
County,  and  Postmaster  of  the  Pennsylvania  Sen- 
ate. He  was  a  man  of  considerable  prominence 
])Oiitically.  He  reared  a  family  of  eight  children, 
five  sons  and  three  daughters.  The  parents  came 
West  in  1887  and  are  now  living  in  this  city. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Chester 
County,  Pa.,  Jan.  5,  1850,  and  grew  to  maturit}^  at 
Coatsville,  where  he  finished  his  education,  after 
which  he  became  a  machinist,  following  the  trade 
four  years,  during  his  apprenticeship.  At  the  time 
of  the  Cook  failure,  when  everything  in  that  line 
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was  dull,  he  became  intevestefl  in  lumber  and  coal 
dealing,  at  which  he  continued  for  about  three 
years.  He  then  served  as  Deputj'  Sheriff  under 
his  father  for  a  time,  and  subsequently  engaged  as 
book-keeper  for  a  firm  in  Westchester,  Chester  Co.. 
Pa.  He  continued  acting  in  that  capacity  for  five 
years,  and  is  still  in  the  employ  of  Smedley  lir 
Darlington,  being  their  general  agent  for  this  sec- 
tion. The  second  member  of  the  firm  is  now  Con- 
gressman for  his  district.  A  continued  service  of 
twelve  years  for  the  same  men,  shows  that  the  trust 
reposed  in  Mr.  Morrison  has  been  faithfully  met. 

Mr.  Morrison  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of 
Pythias,  being  Chancellor  Commander  of  Custer 
Lodge  No.  19,  at  Clay  Center;  and  is  Fellow- 
Craftsman  in  the  Masonic  Lodge.  He  is  much  in- 
terested in  local  politics,  but  is  not  an  aspirant  for 
political  honors,  though  he  served  as  City  Assessor 
in  1888.  Mr.  Morrison  is  highly  spoken  of  by  all 
who  know  him,  as  a  man  of  strict  integrity  in  his 
business  transactions,  and  honorable  in  all  his  deal- 
ings. Since  writing  the  above  the  father  has  passed 
away,  his  death  occurring  Oct.  14,  1889.  in  Clay 
Center,  and  his  remains  were  laid  to  rest  in  Clay 
Center  Cemetery. 


J^OHN  H.  ANDERSON  was  born  in  Pitts- 
burg, Pa.,  the  date  of  his  birth  having  been 
Sept.  16,1818.  His  father,  .James  Ander- 
son, was  born  in  New  York  State,  of  Scotch 
parents,  who  brought  him  to  Pittsburg  at  an  earlj' 
day.  There  he  learned  the  trade  of  making  spin- 
ning wheels,  and  there  remained  until  1826,  when 
with  a  wife  and  three  children,  he  went  to  Randolph 
County,  111.  The  journey  was  made  by  water 
down  the  Ohio  and  up  the  Mississippi  rivers,  to  a 
country  that  was  new  and  unbroken.  Mr.  Ander- 
son began  life  in  that  State  as  a  farmer,  improving 
an  estate  there  to  some  extent,  prior  to  his  death, 
which  occurred  two  years  after  the  removal,  the 
cause  being  consumption.  He  was  somewhat  pasi 
middle   life.     In   politics,  he  was  a  Whig,  and  in 


religion  a  member  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian 
Church. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  in  her  maiden- 
hood. Miss  Marj'  Beattie,  and  was  a  daughter  of 
Francis  Beattie,  a  gentleman  of  Irish  birth  but  of 
Scotch  ancestr3'.  Mr.  Beattie  came  with  his  family 
(his  daughter  Mary  having  been  born  in  the  Empire 
State)  from  New  York  to  Western  Pennsylvania 
over  the  mountains.  He  located  near  Pittsburg 
when  that  place  wns  but  a  small  hamlet,  and  en- 
gaged in  farming.  Mrs.  Anderson  survived  her 
husband  many  j^ears,  ilying  in  1875,  when  past 
eight3'-five  years  of  age.  She  was  a  devoted  mem- 
ber of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church. 

The  parental  family  of  our  subject  consisted  of 
three  sons  and  three  daughters,  he  being  the  second 
son  and  child.  But  three  of  the  family  group  are 
now  living,  all  sons:  Francis  B.  is  an  attornej--at- 
law  in  Wyandotte,  Kan. ;  James  B.  lives  at  Sparta, 
111. 

J.  H.  Anderson,  of  whom  we  write,  was  but  a 
lad  of  twelve  years  when  he  lost  his  father.  Some 
time  later  he  accompanied  his  mother  back  to 
Pittsburg,  where  he  was  educated  and  learned  the 
trade  of  carpenter.  Subsequentlj'  with  his  mother 
and  her  other  children,  he  returned  again  to  their  old 
home  in  Randolph  County,  III.,  where  he  followed 
his  trade  until  1873,  when  he  came  to  Kansas, 
locating  in  Clay  County.  He  took  up  as  a  home- 
stead a  quarter  of  section  23,  in  Bloom  Township, 
and  for  some  time  continued  working  at  his  trade 
in  connection  with  the  business  of  farming.  In 
1880  Mr.  Anderson  obtained  another  160  acres  of 
land,  and  now  has  the  whole  well-improved  and 
stocked,  and  furnished  with  a  most  excellent  class 
of  buildings.  The  estate  is  well  watered  and 
adapted  to  the  raising  of  both  grain  and  live- 
stock, and  Mr.  Anderson  has  been  quite  successful 
in  the  occupation  which  he  undertook  after  years 
of  life  at  a  trade.  His  powers  of  observation  and 
discrimination  have  stood  him  in  good  stead,  and 
he  is  classed  among  the  progressive  agriculturists 
of  the  count}\ 

In  Randolph  County,  111.,  Mr.  Anderson  was 
united  in  marriage,  Nov.  2,5,  1856,  witii  Mrs. 
Sarah  A.  Wilson,  nee  McMillan.  She  was  born 
and  reared  in  that  county,  her  birth  having  taken 
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place  Aug.  16,  1826.  She  deparced  this  life  in 
Bloom  Township  March  9,  1874,  deeply  regretted 
by  all  who  knew  her.  She  had  been  an  active 
member  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  useful  in  lier  daj'  and  generation.  She  had 
borne  her  husband  five  children. 

Her  parents  were  early  settlers  in  the  county 
where  she  was  born,  dying  there  years  after. 
They  were  natives  of  South  Carolina,  of  Irish  par- 
entage and  Scotch  and  Irish  ancestry.  They  be- 
longed to  the  Presbyterian  Churcli,  and  were  much 
opposed  to  slavery,  hence  their  removal  to  the  free 
State  of  Illinois. 

Mr.  Anderson  both  during  and  before  the  late 
war,  was  an  Abolitionist,  and  was  one  of  the  chief 
engineers  of  the  "underground  railway"  in  Ran- 
dolpii  County,  111.,  before  the  emancipation 
of  the  slaves  made  it  a  "thing  of  the  past."  He 
assisted  many  a  poor  man  on  the  road  to  free- 
dom, even  at  the  risk  of  his  own  liberty  and  the 
destruction  of  his  property.  During  the  Rebellion 
Mr.  Anderson  took  part  with  the  100  day's  men 
from  his  county  and  did  guard  dut}',  they  being  in 
no  active  engagement.  He  belongs  to  the  Repub- 
lican party  and  is  an  advocate  of  prohibition, 
though  believing  it  should  come  through  the  party 
to  which  he  belongs.  He  is  the  Central  Committe 
member  from  his  township.  The  offices  of  Township 
Clerk  and  Treasurer  have  been  filled  by  him  to  the 
satisfaction  of  his  constituents.  Mr.  Anderson  be- 
longs to  the  United  Presbyterian  Church,  and  is  an 
Elder  in  (he  congregation  in  his  township,  which 
he  organized.  He  is  a  man  of  warm  hearted  nature 
and  enthusiasm  in  any  work  which  he  undertakes, 
and  deservedly  receives  the  respect  of  his  neighbors 
and  fellow-citizens. 

JOHN  J.  MUTII,  President  of  the  Western 
Exchange  Bank  of  Haddam,  is  one  of  the 
most  public-spirited  men  in  the  county  and 
possesses  those  qualities  of  character  whicii 
have  made  him  a  general  favorite  in  both  social  and 
Inisiness  circles.  He  is  a  true  gentleman  in  all  his 
instincts  and  owing  to  his  excellent  business  habits. 


has  been  very  successful  financially.  No  man  is 
more  warmly  interested  in  the  building  up  of  his 
town,  he  being  always  ready  to  lend  a  helping  hand 
to  the  enterprises  calculated  for  its  advancement. 
He  owns  and  occupies  a  fine  residence  which  was 
planned  and  arranged  by  himself  and  which  forms 
one  of  the  attractive  features  of  the  town.  He  is 
musically  inclined  and  is  a  member  of  the  Haddam 
band.  He  has  for  his  life  partner  a  lady  of  many 
excellent  qualities — one  who  is  thoroughly  devoted 
to  her  family  and  who  has  assisted  her  husband 
materially  in  attaining  to  his  present  social  position. 
The  Western  Exchange  Bank  is  considered  one  of 
tlie  most  solid  institutions  of  its  kind  in  the  county. 
The  native  place  of  Mr.  Muth  was  Jonestown, 
Lebanon  Co.,  Pa.,  where  he  first  opened  his  eyes 
to  the  light  Feb.  27,  1859.  He  received  very  good 
schooling,  entering  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  an 
academy  where  he  was  a  student  two  3'ears.  In  the 
meantime  he  had  worked  considerably  on  the  farm 
and  determined  to  seek  his  fortunes  in  the  West. 
He  set  out  for  Kansas  in  April,  1879,  and  coming 
to  Washington  County  eng.aged  as  a  clerk  for 
Thomas  Haak,  lumber  dealer,  with  whom  he  re- 
mained seven  months.  At  the  expiration  of  this 
time,  coming  to  Haddam,  he  opened  a  lumber  yard 
in  partnership  with  Mr.  Haak.  and  they  have 
since  operated  under  the  firm  name  of  Haak  & 
Muth.  They  purchased  the  ground,  put  up  the 
building  and  operated  together  until  1873,  when 
Mr.  Haak  withdrew  and  Mr.  Muth  conducted  the 
business  until  1884.  That  year  he  sold  out  to  the 
Chicago  Lumber  Company,  of  which  he  became 
manager.  It  is  the  only  lumber  company  in  the 
town  and  of  course  enjoys  good  patronage.  Mr. 
Muth  owns  the  building  and  three  lots.  In  1884 
he  commenced  dealing  in  pumps  and  winditills  in 
which  he  lias  likewise  built  up  an  extensive  trade. 
He  owns  his  residence  and  a  number  of  lots. 

Mr.  Muth  was  married  in  Washington  County, 
Sept.  30, 1882,  to  Miss  Anna  Terman,  a  native  of  this 
State  and  whose  fallier  w.as  killed  in  the  late  war. 
This  union  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  four  cliild- 
ren — Lottie,  Williain,  Flora  and  Oliver.  Mr.  Muth. 
politically,  is  a  sound  Democrat  and  holds  the  posi- 
tion of  Township  Clerk.  He  has  been  a  School 
Director  in  his  distiict,  and  a  member  of  the  Town 
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Council.  He  is  a  director  in  the  "Western  Exchange 
Bank  and  socially  belongs  to  the  I.  0.  O.  F..  the 
A.  F.  &  A.  M.  at  Haddam,  and  the  K.  P.  of  Belle- 
ville. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  Jefferson  Muth,  a 
native  of  Pennsj-lvania.  and  the  son  of  John  Muth, 
also  born  in  that  State  and  who  occupied  himself 
as  a  farmer  and  merchant;  he  acquired  a  large 
amount  of  property  and  was  worth  over  |1 00,000 
at  the  time  of  his  death.  The  family  is  of  German 
descent.  Jefferson  Mut!i,likewise  engages  in  farming 
in  Lebanon  County,  Pa,;  where  he  still  lives  and 
owns  180  acres  of  well-improved  land.  He  is  a 
man  of  influence  in  his  community,  a  Democrat  in 
politics  and  in  religion  a  member  of  the  German 
Reformed  Church;  he  is  now  seventy-three  years 
old. 

Mrs.  Sarah  (Haak)  Muth,  the  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  likewise  born  in  Lebanon  County,  Pa., 
and  is  the  daughter  of  a  substantial  farmer.  She 
has  now  arrived  at  the  age  of  sixty  years.  Her 
nine  children  were  named  respectivelj',  Katie,  de- 
ceased; John,  our  subject;  Ida,  deceased;  Anna, 
William,  Harry  and  Frank  at  home  with  their  pa- 
rents; Edmund  and  Sally, 


.^NDREW  STOLZER.     In  plain  words,  Mr. 
(^O    Stolzer  is  considered  "one  of  the  best  men 
II    18    in  Washington  County."     Honest,    indus- 
^  trious,  frugal  and  temperate,  public  spirited 

and  liberal,  he  is  of  that  class  which  forms  the  basis 
of  all  good  society,  and  is  numbered  among  those 
who  have  at  heart  the  best  intei'ests  of  the  com- 
munity. He  has  given  his  uniform  encouragement 
to  the  establishment  of  schools  and  churches,  and 
has  always  taken  an  active  part  in  political  affairs, 
being  a  prominent  member  of  the  Republican  party ; 
he  is  also  one  of  the  pillars  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church.  His  life-long  occupation  has  been 
that  of  a  farmer,  and  his  homestead  is  pleasantly 
located  on  section  23,  Farmington  Township,  not 
far  from  its  center.  A  beautiful  new  residence 
stands  prominently  out  on  the  landscape,  and  with 
its  surroundings,  indicates  the  abode  of  peace  and 


plenty.  On  another  page  of  this  Album  appears  a 
fine  view  of  this  home,  which,  with  its  environ- 
ments, forms  as  attractive  a  picture  of  rural  life  as 
is  often  to  be  seen. 

In  noting  the  general  air  of  prosperity  and  thrift 
connected  with  the  homestead  of  Mr.  Stolzer,  the 
the  reader  will  not  be  surprised  to  learn  that  he  is 
a  native  of  Germany.  He  is  now  in  the  prime  of 
life,  having  been  born  Jan.  16,  1848.  Nicholas 
Stolzer,  his  father,  was  a  native  of  the  same  prov- 
ince as  himself,  and  was  there  married  to  Miss 
Sophia  Shoo,  who  was  born  and  reared  not  far 
from  the  home  of  her  husband.  She  was  laid  to 
rest  upon  her  native  soil,  her  death  having  occur- 
red prior  to  the  emigration  of  the  family  to  Amer 
ica.  After  her  death,  the  father,  in  1857,  crossed 
the  Atlantic,  landing  in  New  Orleans,  and  thence 
proceeded  to  the  vicinity  of  Oskaloosa,  Iowa.  He 
engaged  in  farming  in  Mahaska  County,  and  there 
spent  his  last  days,  passing  to  his  final  rest  June 
17,  1873. 

Andrew  Stolzer  was  about  nine  years  of  age  when 
he  accompanied  his  father  to  the  New  World,  and 
he  remained  under  the  parental  roof  until  he  was 
a  young  man  of  twenty  years.  In  September,  1869, 
he  came  to  Washington  County,  Kan.,  and  pur- 
chased a  part  of  his  present  farm.  He  labored  in- 
dustriously, making  it  a  point  always  to  live  within 
his  income,  and  thus  gained  some  headway  each 
year.  In  due  time  he  doubled  his  possessions,  and 
is  now  the  owner  of  320  acres,  having  a  farm  sec- 
ond to  none  in  the  township.  He  planted  forest 
and  fruit  trees,  and  has  about  him  all  the  comforts 
and  conveniences  of  modern  life. 

In  Mahaska  County,  Iowa,  Jan.  23,  1870,  the 
subject  of  this  notice  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Lucy  Ann,  daughter  of  Mel.atiah  and  Lucy 
P.  P.  (Sanderson)  Kinsman.  The  parents  of  Mrs. 
Stolzer  were  natives  of  New  England,  and  after 
their  marriage  removed  to  Pennsylvania,  and  a 
few  years  later  removed  to  Mahaska  County,  Iowa, 
where  they  now  reside.  Mr.  Kinsman  is  a  farmer 
by  occupation,  and  the  parental  household  con- 
sisted of  seven  children,  of  whom  Mrs.  Stolzer  is 
the  fifth  in  order  of  birth.  She  was  born  June  16, 
1850,  in  Mahaska  County,  Iowa,  and  lived  there 
with  her  parents  on  a  farm  until  her  marriage.    Of 
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her  union  with  our  subject  there  have  been  born 
the  following  children  :  Walter  M..  Dec.  9,  1873; 
Mary  S.,  Nov.  20,  1875;  Loa,  Dec.  29, 1883;  Frud 
M.,  May  23,' 1886;  Anna,  Oct.  30,  1888;  these 
being  all  living.  Rolla  F.,  who  was  born  May  1, 
1872,  died  Feb.  25,  1888;  Andrew  N.  was  born 
.lune  20,  1878,  and  died  Feb.  3,  1879;  Stephen  W. 
was  born  June  15,  1880,  and  died  July  2,  1881. 

Mr.  Stolzer  has  been  a  member  of  the  School 
Board  of  his  township  almost  from  the  time  of  his 
removal  liither,  and  has  introduced  some  good 
measures  in  connection  therewith.  Coming  from  a 
country  enforcing  the  law  of  compulsory  educa- 
tion, he  natural!}'  believes  in  this,  and  has  lent  his 
influence  to  bring  about,  as  far  as  possible,  the  sys- 
tem of  reform  in  connection  tlierewith  which  is 
now  being  aaitated  in  this  country. 


-^-^■^ 


ENRY  .AIARCiUARD,  of  Hanover,  Kan., 
and  one  of  its  best  Ivnown  citizens,  traces 
i^"  his  ancestry  to  the  noted  French  family 
((^  called  in  France  •'  Marquette,"  one  of  whom 
figured  as  one  of  the  most  noted  explorers  upon 
the  newly-discovered  Continent  of  America.  Henry 
Marquard  was  born  in  the  Grand  Ducliy  of  Meck- 
lenburg, Germany,  April  2,  1836  and  is  the  son  of 
.John  de  Marquard,  an  old  Adjutant  and  prominent 
landholder  in  Mecklenburg. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  wealthy  man  and 
very  intelligent  and  gave  to  his  children  excellent 
advantages,  employing  a  private  tutor  for  them. 
The  family  had  given  a  large  amount  of  monej'  to 
Heidleburg  University  and  there  Henry  completed 
his  education.  Altliough  of  French  origin  the  de 
Marquards  embraced  the  doctrines  of  the  Protestant 
Church  and  fled  to  Prussia  when  the  Huguenots 
were  driven  out  of  France.  They  were  fortunate 
in  preserving  their  property  and  lived  amid  eleg.ant 
surroundings  until  the  father's  death. 

In  1860  Henry  Marquard  of  this  sketch,  emi- 
grated to  America  and  proceeding  directly  to  Wis- 
consin, located  in  Milwaukee  with  his  young  wife, 
Johanna,  formerly  Miss  Schrader,  to  whom  he  had 
been  married  but  a  short  time  before  leaving  his  na- 


tive land.  In  the  Cream  City  he  engaged  as  a 
miller  and  also  operated  a  roil)  in  Madison  and 
Green  counties.  He  remained  a  resident  of  the 
Badger  State  until  1 870,  then  coming  to  Washington 
County,  Kan.,  put  up  the  first  hotel  in  the  town  of 
Hanover,  naming  it  the  "Hanover  House."  Of 
this  he  still  officiates  as  "  mine  host"  and  still  keeps 
the  first  hotel  in  the  city,  having  enlarged  and 
.idded  to  it. 

In  the  erection  of  this  building  Mr.  Maniuard 
hauled  all  his  lumber  from  Waterville;  he  has  been 
prospered,  being  a  favorite  with  the  traveling  public, 
and  invested  a  portion  of  his  capital  in  a  tract  of 
land  which  has  now  become,  through  his  careful 
management,  one  of  the  finest  farms  in  this  region. 
It  is  well  stocked  with  horses,  cattle  and  swine,  and 
is  embellished  with  fruit  and  shade  trees,  including 
an  apple  orchard  with  peach  trees  and  grape  vines, 
all  in  good  bearing  condition.  Mr.  Marquard  was 
in  Hanover  Township  at  the  time  the  town  of  this 
name  was  laid  out  and  materially  assisted  in  its 
growth  and  development,  serving  as  President  of 
the  Citj'  Council  and  as  Alderman  several  terms. 
He  was  the  first  President  of  the  German  Society 
(Deutchermannerverein),  which  was  organized  to 
look  after  those  men  living  by  themselves  during 
the  pioneer  settlement  of  the  township  who  might 
become  ill  or  otherwise  disabled,  and  also  for  the 
promotion  of  social  intercourse  and  general  im- 
provement of  mind  and  morals.  Mr.  Marquard 
was  likewise  Treasurer  of  this  society  and  deeply 
interested  in  everything  pertaining  to  its  prosperity'. 

Upon  becoming  a  voting  citizen  Mr.  Marquard 
identified  himself  with  the  Republican  party.  He 
served  as  Deput}- Sheriff  from  1870  until  1876  and 
might  have  held  various  other  offices  of  trust  and 
respousibilitj'  had  he  consented  so  to  do.  No  man 
has  taken  a  more  genuine  interest  in  the  building 
up  and  prosperity  of  the  town  of  Hanover.  He 
was  a  member  at  one  time  of  the  Agricultural  .So- 
ciety of  Washingtoli  County  and  assisted  in  building 
up  the  different  churches  of  the  township,  giving 
two  lots  to  the  Catholic  Society,  although  not  a 
member.  He  was  reared  in  the  doctrines  of  the 
Lutheran  Church,  to  which  he  still  loj'ally  adheres. 

Four  cliildren  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mar- 
quard  only  three   of   whom  are   living:   Amelia, 
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Henry  and  Hilda.  They  have  all  been  well  edu- 
cated both  in  i:nglish  and  German  and  the  two 
daughters  are  employing  themselves  as  teachers. 
The  son  for  three  years  was  interested  with  his 
father  in  the  sale  of  agricultural  implements.  Mrs. 
Marquard  is  of  German  birth  and  parentage. 


-*:5=Hr^4=r-e^ 


JOHN  BARKYOUMB.  One  of  the  finest  farms 
in  Grant  Township  is  owned  and  operated 
liy  the  subject  of  this  notice,  who  is  recog- 
nized among  his  fellow  citizens  as  a  man  of 
more  than  ordinary  intelligence  and  one  who  has 
been  uniformly  successful.  He  owns  and  operates 
IGO  acres  of  well-developed  land  on  section  21, 
which  under  a  process  of  the  most  careful  cultiva- 
tion and  good  management,  yields  to  the  proprietor 
a  handsome  income.  He  has  erected  thereon  a  neat 
and  substantial  residence,  with  good  barns  and 
outliouses,  operates  with  improved  machinery  and 
keeps  a  goodly  assortment  of  live  stock.  He  is 
thus  contributing  his  full  quota  toward  the  agri- 
cultiu-al  interests  of  this  section. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  near  Moscow, 
Canada  West,  Oct.  17, 1843,  and  is  the  son  of  Louis 
and  Olive  Barkyoumb,  the  former  of  whom  was  a 
native  of  France  and  emigrated  to  Canada  soon 
after  the  Revolution  of  1812.  He  settled  first  in 
the  Province  of  Moscow,  but  subsequently  coming 
over  into  the  States  located  in  Franklin  County,  Vt., 
where  John  received  his  early  education  and  where 
the  father  spent  his  last  days.  John  commenced 
life  for  himself  at  an  early  age  and  for  eight  years 
was  in  the  employ  of  Lawrence  B.  Brainard,  a  well- 
known  railroad  contractor  and  merchant. 

Mr.  Barkyoumb,  leaving  New  England  in  1868 
crossed  the  Mississippi  and  coming  to  Clay  County, 
Kan.,  homesteaded  160  acres  of  land  in  Clay 
I'ownship  from  which  he  has  built  up  his  present 
homestead.  It  was  then  little  removed  from  its  prim- 
itive condition,  having  been  very  latelj'the  tramp- 
ing ground  of  wild  Indians  and  animals.  He  made 
fences,  erected  buildings,  broke  the  prairie  and 
after  a  few  hours  found  himself  upon  solid  ground, 


financially,  with  the  prospect  of  a  competence  in 
his  declining  years.  He  was  married  Feb.  6,  1871 
to  Miss  Melissa  Chaffee  and  there  have  been  born 
to  them  six  children:  Lulu,  May,  Louis,  John, 
Jacob  and  Edith,  all  of  whom  are  at  home  with 
their  parents.  Mr.  Barkyoumb  politically,  is  in 
sympathy  with  the  Union  Labor  party.  He  has 
never  sought  office,  although  serving  several  years 
as  Constable.  He  is  a  member  in  good  standing 
of  the  Catholic  Church  and  his  wife  belongs  to  the 
Evangelical  Association.  Mrs.  Barkyoumb  was  born 
Feb.  18.  1848  in  New  York,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
Ezra  and  Sar.ah  Chaffee.  The  father  died  in  the 
Union  Army  and  the  mother  is  living  in  Riley 
County. 


W^4LLIAM  S.  BEATTY,  of  Clay  Center,  is 
'  the  City  Ticket  and  Passenger  Agent  for 
the  Rock  Island  Railroad,  having  charge 
of  the  only  city  otiice  between  Topekaand  Denver. 
He  was  appointed  to  his  present  position  on  the 
opening  of  the  railroad  in  December,  1887,  having 
previously  been  well  known  to  the  citizens  of  this 
city  and  vicinity,  as  he  had  been  engaged  in  busi- 
ness here  since  he  became  of  age. 

The  father  of  our  subject  is  John  J.  Beattj%  an 
early  settler  in  Clay  County,  and  is  now  living  in 
this  city  retired  from  active  life.  He  was  born  in 
Indiana  Count3%  Pa.,  and  there  grew  to  manhood, 
marrying  Miss  Lettie  II.  Smith,  who  is  also  still 
living.  He  was  a  farmer  in  his  native  State  until 
after  the  birth  of  three  children,  and  he  then  with 
his  family  came  to  Kans.as.  locating  in  Blaine  Town- 
ship, on  Five  Creeks.  He  there  took  up  land  and 
made  a  home,  drawing  the  lumber  for  building- 
purposes  from  Junction  City,  and  going  there  for 
all  his  trading.  He  was  one  of  the  very  earliest 
settlers  on  Five  Creeks,  where  he  improved  land  and 
made  himself  an  excellent  home.  In  1886,  life  re- 
tired from  active  life  and  moved  into  the  city,  still 
retaining  ownership  of  the  farm.  Our  subject  can 
well  remember  the  game  and  red  men  by  which 
their  frontier  home  was  surrounded. 

William  S.  Beattie  was  born  Oct.  14,  1851,  in 
Indiana  County,  Pa.,  and  coming  to  this  county 
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with  his  parents,  remained  upon  the  home  farm 
until  twenty-one  years  old.  He  then  came  to  Clay 
Center,  and  was  employed  in  different  stores  here 
for  a  few  years,  after  which  he  engaged  in  the  real 
estate  business,  which  he  continued  for  ten  j'ears, 
doing  a  heavy  business.  He  became  favorably 
known  to  the  people  of  tlie  county,  and  the  integ- 
rity of  character  and  genial  manners,  combined 
with  business  tact,  which  won  their  respect,  make 
him  a  popular  and  trustworthy  railroad  agent. 

Mr.  Beatty  was  united  in  marriage  June  15,  1883, 
with  Miss  Hattie  L.  Revell.  of  this  place.  The 
liride  was  born  in  Wisconsin.  Oct.  15,  1859,  and 
came  to  Clay  Center  in  1879.  She  is  a  lady  of  in- 
telligence and  charming  manners,  and  has  man}- 
friends.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beatty  one  son  has  been 
born,  who  is  called  Miller  J. 

JMr.  Beatty  votes  with  the  Republican  party.  He 
is  not  an  aspirant  for  political  honors,  though  he 
has  been  willing  to  serve  his  fellow-citizens  as  a 
member  of  the  City  Council,  a  position  wjiich  he 
lias  held  for  the  past  two  years.  He  holds  higli  rank 
in  the  Masonic  fraternity,  having  taken  the  thirty- 
two  degrees  of  the  Scottish  Rites,  and  all  of  York 
and  the  Mystic  !?hrine.  He  also  belongs  to  the 
Knitfhts  of  Pythias. 


C^  HARLES  C.  HOUSTON  has  been  a  resident  of 
Clay  Count3'  for  almost  a  score  of  jears,  his 
^'    well  improved  farm  being  located  on  section 
4,  Exeter  Township.     He  is  a  native  of  Monroe 
County,  Ind.,  where  his  eyes   opened  to  the  light 
April  21,  1849,  he  being  a  son  of  James  and  Nancy 
(  McCaughan  )  Houston,  both  of  whom  were  born 
in  the  North  of  Ireland.     To  them  came  nine  child- 
ren, of  whom  the  following  are  still  living:  William    \ 
J.,  whose  home  is   in   Missouri  ;  James  A.,  in  this    ' 
township  ;    Maggie    the   wife  of    Aid.   Coulter  in 
Bloom  Township  ;  Samuel    R.,    in   Topeka,    Kan.; 
Mary  A.,  the  wife  of  II.   M.    Reed    in    Roseville,   I 
Kan.;  Eva,  the  wife  of  Alexander  Smith  of  Pawnee   I 
County  ;  and  our  subject.     The  parents  with  four   ^ 
children,  of  whom  our  subject  was   one,  came  to   I 


Kansas  in  1868,  locating  in  Johnson  County,  where 
the  mother  still  resides,  the  father  having  died  in 
Indiana  about  eighteen  years  ago. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  reared  to  the  age  of 
eighteen  in  his  native  county,  coming  at  that  time 
to  this  State  with  his  parents.  His  education  was 
obtained  in  the  common  schools  of  his  native 
Hoosier  State,  and  he  there  gained  a  practical  know- 
ledge of  farm  life  and  the  management  of  an  estate. 
On  coming  of  age  he  took  up  a  homestead  of 
160  acres  where  he  now  resides,  and  began  its  im- 
provement and  cultivation,  enduring  some  of  the 
hardships  which  are  incidental  to  a  beginning  in 
life  when  one  has  little  or  no  capital.  The  industry 
and  perseverance  that  he  showed  have  been  crowned 
with  success  and  he  now  rejoices  in  the  ownership 
of  a  well-cultivated  and  improved  estate. 

Realizing  that  it  is  not  good  for  man  to  live  alone, 
Mr.  Houston  wooed  and  won  a  worthy  lady  to 
share  his  lot  in  life,  and  their  marriage  was  cele- 
brated on  Dee.  28,  1876,  at  the  bride's  home.  The 
lady  who  was  a  chief  actor  in  this  scene  being  Miss 
Maggie,  daughter  of  Wilson  and  Mary  (  Edgar  ) 
Rogers.  The  union  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth 
of  two  children  ;  Samuel  AV.,  born  Nov.  2,  1878, 
and  Mizpah  M.,  Dec.  7,  1881. 

Mr.  Houston  is  now  serving  as  Clerk  of  School 
District  95,  an  oflice  in  which  he  has  previously 
had  experience.  In  politics,  he  is  a  Prohibitionist. 
He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Reformed 
Presbyterian  Church.  Both  are  well  respected 
by  those  among  whom  their  lot  in  life  is  cast,  being 
energetic  in  the  discharge  of  their  dnties,  kindly 
toward  their  neighbors,  and  possessing  excellent 
characters. 

>ILLIAM  J.  JACKSON.  The  true  char- 
acter of  a  man  is  usually  best  illustrated 
by  his  surroundings.  In  noting  the  well- 
regulated  homesteads  of  Ogden  Township,  Riley 
County,  that  of  Mr.  Jackson  cannot  he  properly 
omitted  from  the  list  of  '•  honorable  mention."  He 
is  one  of  those  men  who  began  in  life  without  re- 
sources other  than  their  own  industr3-  and  perse- 
verance and  is  now  well-to-do,  retired  from  active 


u 


m 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


labor  and  rents  his  farm  to  his  brother,  George  S., 
who  is  carrying  it  on  in  the  same  systematic  manner 
which  has  marie  of  it  what  it  is.  It  is  conceded  that 
with  one  exception,  that  of  having  never  married, 
Mr.  Jackson  has  performed  all  the  obligations  of  an 
honest  man  and  a  good  citizen. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  at  Ft.  Ticon- 
deroga,  N.Y.,  Dec.  11.  1835,  and  lived  there  until  a 
man  of  twenty-six  j'ears  remaining  a  member  of  the 
parental  household  and  assisting  his  father  in  the 
operations  of  the  farm.  He  acquired  a  practical 
education  in  the  schools  of  his  native  township  and 
became  widely  and  favorably  known  in  that  region 
as  a  worthy,  steady-going  young  man  who  could  at 
all  times  be  trusted.  Finally  he  resolved  to  seek  the 
Western  country  and  in  1861,  leaving  his  native 
State,  removed  to  DeKalb  County,  111.,  where  he 
sojourned,  however,  only  one  season.  We  next  find 
him  in  Rock  Island  County,  that  State,  of  which  he 
was  a  resident  four  years.  In  1869  Mr.  Jackson, 
crossing  the  Father  of  Waters,  went  into  the  Terri- 
tory of  Montana  where  he  spent  one  year.  Then 
returning  to  the  bouiids  of  civilization  he  spent  the 
following  winter  near  Ottumvva,  Wapello  Co.,  Iowa. 

In  1870  Mr.  Jackson,  after  having  resided  one 
year  in  Lawrence  settled  upon  his  present  farm, 
being  land  which  he  homesteaded  when  it  was  a 
raw  prairie.  It  embraces  160  acres,  naturally  fer- 
tile, and  now  in  a  good  state  of  cultivation.  It  is 
nearly  all  enclosed  with  a  heavy  stone  wall  and  the 
dwelling  is  built  of  the  same  material.  There  is  an 
orchard  of  1.50  trees,  eighty  grape  vines  and  trees 
of  the  smaller  fruits.  During  his  working  days  Mr. 
Jackson  raised  considerable  live  stock,  mostly- 
graded  animals.  He  makes  his  home  with  his 
brother's  family  who  occupy  his  house.  Mr.  .Jack- 
son has  been  quite  prominent  in  local  affairs,  serv- 
ing for  many  years  as  Road  Overseer  which  office 
he  still  holds,  and  has  been  a  member  of  the  School 
Board  of  his  district.  His  honesty,  industry  and 
prudence  long  ago  established  him  in  the  esteem 
and  confidence  of  his  neighbors. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  William  and 
Agnes  (  Shuttleworth  )  .Jackson,  natives  of  Eng- 
land, where  tlie^'  were  reared  and  where  their  wed- 
ding took  place  in  1834.  Tiiey  immediatelj'  set 
sail  for  America  and  settled  in  New  York,  and  later 


removed  to  Gal  way,  Saratoga  County.  The  mother 
died  there  fifty  years  ago.  William  Jacl^son  was 
married  a  second  time  and  his  second  wife  died 
.about  seventeen  years  ago,  leaving  four  children, 
viz:  Paul,  Kate,  George  and  Maggie.  Of  the  first 
marriage  there  were  born  four  children  of  whom 
William  J.,  our  subject,  was  the  eldest  and  is  the 
only  survivor  of  that  marriage. 


J'  I  OIIN  McKEE;,  one  of  the  early  homesteaders 
I  of  Mulberry  Township.  Clay  County,  set- 
!  tied  here  in  1876,  securing  160  acres  of  land 
'  on  section  21.  He  labored  in  true  pioneer 
st^de  for  a  number  of  j^ears,  enduring  the  usual 
hardships  and  difficulties  of  life  in  an  unsettled 
country  in  the  absence  of  markets  and  railroads. 
By  the  exercise  of  great  perseverance  and  industry, 
however,  he  prospered,  bringing  his  first  purchase 
to  a  good  state  of  cultivation  and  adding  ninety 
acres,  on  section  15,  to  his  landed  possessions.  He 
also  has  160  acres  on  section  22.  All  his  land  is 
in  a  productive  condition  and  the  homestead  is  em- 
bellished with  neat  and  substantial  buildings. 

Mr.  McKee  states  that  when  he  came  to  Kansas 
he  ''was  poor  as  a  church  mouse."  He  had  emi- 
grated hither  from  Warren  County,  Pa.,  where  he 
had  been  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  as  a  manu- 
facturer for  eight  years.  He  had  been  successfully 
operating  thus  when  he  took  a  large  contract  with 
the  Erie  City  Furnace  Compan}'  and  after  a  great 
amount  of  work  had  been  done,  the  company 
failed  ruining  Mr.  McKee  also,  financially.  He 
then  determined  to  seek  his  fortune  in  tlie  West. 
Coming  to  Kansas  he  began  again  at  the  foot  of  the 
ladder. 

A  New  Englander  by  birth  and  parentage,  the 
native  place  of  Mr.  McKee  was  in  Grand  Isle 
County,  Vt.,  and  the  date  of  his  birth  Dec.  25, 
1850.  He  traces  his  ancestry  to  Scotland  and  Eng- 
land. His  father,  William  McKee,  was  born  in 
the  Scotch  Highlands  where  he  lived  until  reaching 
man's  estate  and  tlien  emigrated  to  America,  set- 
tling in  New  York  State.  He  was  there  married  to 
Miss  Mary  Woods,  who  was  born  near  the  city  of 
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Manchester,  England,  and  when  a  young  woman 
fame  to  the  United  States  and  found  a  home  near 
the  city  of  Schenectady,  N.  Y.  After  marriage 
William  McKee  and  his  wife  settled  down  in  New 
York  State,  but  later  removed  to  Vermont,  where 
Mr.  McKee  engaged  as  a  cattle  drover  until  within 
fifteen  years  of  his  death.  He  became  well-to-do, 
acumulating  a  good  propertj-  and  spent  his  last 
years  retired  from  active  labor.  He  died  in  Grand 
Isle  Count}%  Vt.,  in  March.  1862,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-eight  years.  Ho  served  in  the  War  of  1812 
and  was  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  survived  her  husband 
until  March,  1873.  dying  in  Grand  Isle  Count}'', 
Vt.,  when  past  seventy  years  old.  She  likewise  was 
a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church  with  which  she 
became  connected  early  in  life  and  in  which  she 
was  an  active  worker. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  next  to  the  young- 
est child  of  his  parents  whose  family  consisted  of 
three  sons  and  four  daughters.  Two  of  the  sons 
and  all  of  the  daughters  lived  to  mature  years  and 
were  married.  The  survivors  are  John,  our  sub- 
ject, Elizabeth  (^Irs.  Thompson),  and  Mary  (Mrs. 
Keet).  The  latter  are  residents  of  Canada  and  Cali- 
fornia, respectively.  John  was  reared  in  his  native 
State  and  before  reaching  his  majorit}'  went,  first 
to  Canada  and  then  to  "Warren  County,  Pa.  He 
was  first  married  in  the  latter  State  to  Miss  Emma 
Miller,  who  was  born  in  New  York  State,  but  later 
removed  to  Pennsylvania  with  her  father.  Her 
father  was  a  successful  farmer  and  both  parents 
s|)ent  their  last  days  in  the  Empire  State,  dying 
when  ripe  in  years.  Mrs.  Emma  McKee  departed 
tills  life  at  her  home  in  Mulberry  Township,  in 
Januar)',  1880,  at  the  early  age  of  twentj''-five  years, 
leaving  one  child,  Alice  M.,  who  makes  her  home 
with  her  father  and  is  attending  the  jniblic  schools. 

]\Ir.  McKee  was  married  a  second  time  in  Mul- 
berrj-  Township  to  Miss  Naomi  Rushton,  a  native 
of  Brantford.  Brant  Count}',  Province  of  Ontario, 
Canada,  and  born  July  24,  1862.  The  parents  of 
Mrs.  McKee  were  William  and  Susan  (  Barnes  ) 
Rushton.  who  were  born  near  Manchester,  England 
and  were  of  pure  English  ancestry.  William  Rush- 
ton  upon  crossing  the  Atlantic  when  a  young  man 
with  his  parents,    settled  in    Canada.     He  was  tiic 


son  of  George  and  Ann  Rushton  who  are  yet  living 
on  the  old  farm  in  Brant  County  and  are  now 
well  advanced  in  years.  William  was  married 
there  to  the  mother  of  Mrs.  McKee,  who  was  like- 
wise a  native  of  England  and  who  was  quite  }-oung 
when  she  came  to  America  with  her  parents.  They 
located  in  the  city  of  Rochester  where  they  lived 
for  some  years,  then  removed  to  Woodstock, 
Canada,  where  John  and  Mary  Barnes  spent  their 
last  days  and  where  their  daughter,  Susan  was 
reared  to  womanhood. 

Mr.  Rushton  after  his  marriage  followed  the 
trade  of  a  blacksmith  in  Canada  for  some  years 
and  until  1887,  when  coming  to  the  States  they 
journeyed  southwestward  across  the  Mississippi  to 
St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  where /they  are  still  living,  Mr. 
Rushton  being  fifty -five  years  old  and  his  wife  a  few 
j'ears  younger  ;  both  are  members  in  good  stand- 
ing of  the  Baptist  Church.  Mrs.  McKee  spent  her 
earlv  years  in  Canada  and  Pennsylvania,  and  was  a 
child  of  seven  years  when  her  parents  came  to 
Kansas.  Of  her  union  with  our  subject  there  have 
been  born  four  children,  namel}',  Maggie  A.,  Lena, 
Gertrude  and  William  J.  Mrs.  McKee  belongs  to 
the  Baptist  Church,  and  Mr.  McKoe.  politically, 
affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party.  He  has  never 
sought  office  and  beyond  serving  as  Township 
Trustee  has  given  his  entire  attention  to  his  legiti- 
mate callins'. 


(!^^HOMAS  SPARK  is  owner  and  occupant  of 
((^^  a  fine  farm  of  320  acres  in  Exeter  Townshii), 
*^^^'  Clay  County,  where  he  is  engaged  in  farm- 
ing and  stock  raising.  The  land  which  lies  on  sec- 
tion 11,  is  under  thorough  tillage  and  bears  such 
improvements  as  are  usually  made  by  an  enterpris- 
ing agriculturist.  Mr.  Spark  and  wife  enjoy  an  ex- 
tended acquaintance  and  are  active  and  highly 
respected  members  of  society.  The  children  whom 
they  have  trained  to  useful  manhood  and  woman- 
hood are  likewise  highly  esteemed  wherever  they 
are  known. 

Mr.  Spark  is   a  native  of  Old  England,  having 
been  born  in  Cumberland,  May  1,  1825,  and  being 
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a  son  of  John  and  Ann  Spark,  who  emigrated  to 
to  the  Western  continent  when  he  was  about  ten 
years  old.  The  family  settled  in  the  Province  of 
Quebec,  but  two  years  later  came  to  the  United 
States  .ind  after  residing  a  short  time  in  Chicago, 
111.,  removed  to  Jo  Daviess  County.  The  parental 
family  comprised  seven  children  of  whom  the  five 
now  living  are  Sarah,  wife  of  William  Armstrong 
of  Grant  Countj',  Wis.;  Thomas';  Joseph;  Mary, 
wife  of  Benjamin  Straw  of  Grant  County,  Wis.; 
and  George. 

He  of  whom  we  write  remained  a  resident  of  Jo 
Daviess  County,  111.,  until  1851,  in  which  year  he 
removed  to  Grant  County,  Wis.  During  the  gold 
fever  he  had  spent  a  part  of  the  j^ears  1849-50  in 
California,  leaving  his  family  behind  him  in  the 
States.  From  Wisconsin,  Mr.  Spark  moved  to  this 
county  in  the  spring  of  1879,  and  after  a  short  time 
spent  in  Clay  Center,  located  on  the  farm  where  he 
has  since  resided,  and  where,  by  his  own  efforts, 
ably  assisted  by  Mrs.  Spark,  who  has  been  his  help- 
mate and  counselor  for  years,  he  has  accumulated 
a  fine  property  and  made  for  himself  and  family  a 
pleasant  home. 

Mr.  Spark  has  been  twice  married,  his  first  wife 
being  Maria  Rick,  who  bore  him  four  children, 
three  of  whom,  John  E.,  George  W.  and  Joseph  P., 
are  now  living.  The  lady  who  now  bears  his  name 
is  a  sister  of  liis  former  wife,  and  the  ceremony 
which  united  them  took  place  Aug.  17,  1859. 
Three  of  the  children  born  of  this  union  now  sur- 
vive. They  are:  Isola,  wife  of  Frank  Smith  of 
Clay  Center  ;  Martha  A.,  and  Frances  E. 

A  heavy  blow  befell  the  parents  in  the  death  of 
their  daughter  Maria,  which  took  place  Sept.  27, 
1889,  and  regarding  whom  we  insert  the  following 
obituary  notice  copied  from  the  Clay  Center  papers 
"  Sad  indeed  was  the  news  that  reached  this  neigh- 
borhood from  Kingston,  N.  M.,  one  week  ago, 
that  Maria,  wife  of  Jesse  Reed,  and  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Thomas  Spark,  has  been  cut  down  by  the 
reaper — death.  For  only  a  few  short  months  since 
she  was  visiting  among  us,  with  bright  prospects 
of  the  future  before  her,  not  thinking  that  before 
the  roses  would  bloom  on  her  little  boy's  grave 
she  would  be  laid  by  his  side.  But  thus  it  is,  for 
on  Tuesday  the  remains  were  brought  here  for  in- 


terment, and  were  followed  to  the  grave  on  Wed- 
nesday afternoon  by  a  large  crowd  of  neighbors 
and  friends,  thereby  showing  that  she  was  iield  in 
high  esteem  by  all  who  knew  her.  Funeral  ser- 
vices were  held  in  the  Bethel  M.  E.  Church  by 
Rev.  Collins  of  Clay  Center." 

Mrs.  Louisa  Spark  is  the  daughter  of  Edward 
and  Martha  Rick,  natives  of  England,  and  she  was 
born  in  Leicestershire,  Aug.  17,  1843.  When 
nearly  seven  years  old,  she  was  brought  by  her  pa- 
rents to  America,  the  family  locating  in  Jo  Daviess 
County,  111.,  where  she  grew  to  maturity  and  was 
married.  Her  mother  died  in  that  county  Aug.  9, 
1865,  the  father  surviving  until  Dec.  5,  1886,  when 
he  too  breathed  his  last. 

Mr.  Spark  is  identified  with  the  Labor  Union 
party.  His  early  education  was  not  so  extensive 
as  may  be  obtained  by  the  youth  of  the  present 
time,  but  he  possesses  a  large  fund  of  general  infor- 
mation and  thoroughly  understands  t'le  practical  use 
of  the  knowledge  he  possesses.  He  and  his  wife  are 
identified  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  to 
the  support  of  which  they  are  liberal  contributors. 
Surrounded  by  children  and  friends,  and  enjoying 
the  esteem  of  their  many  acquaintances,  they  are 
peacefully  passing  down  the  hill  of  life,  conscious 
of  well  spent  lives  whose  retrospect  holds  no  cause 
for  regret.  Mrs.  Spark  has  one  brother  in  Iowa 
and  four  sisters,  Mrs.  Collingworth,  Mrs.  Wells. 
Mrs.  Urcng,  and  Mrs.  Lyons,  all  in  Illinois  and 
Wisconsin. 


HOMAS  M.  DOLAN,  Vice-President  of  the 
Clifton  State  Bank,  is  one  of  the  most  popu- 
"  u-  and  genial  men  of  the  town,  with  first- 
class  business  abilities,  and  the  energy  which  has 
not  only  acquired  for  himself  a  good  position,  but 
which  has  been  of  essential  service  in  the  encour- 
agement of  the  enterprises  calculated  to  build  up 
the  town.  The  institution  with  which  he  is  so 
closely  connected  was  organized  and  chartered  in 
July,  1886,  with  a  capital  stock  of  150,000.  The 
following  named  gentlemen  serve  as  officers:  W.  P. 
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Rice,  a  resident  of  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  President;  T. 
M.  Dolan,  Vice-President;  W.  O.  Henderson,  Cash- 
ier, and  F.  B.  Garcelon,  Assistant  Cashier.  These 
are  all  practical  young  business  men.  The  Board 
of  Directors  includes  W.  P.  Rice,  S.  F.  Robinson, 
W.  O.  Henderson,  A.  Wangerein  and  N.  B.  Need- 
ham.  The  bank  is  conducted  on  a  sound  b.asis,  and 
transacts  a  general  banking  business,  making  a 
si)ccialty  of  collections. 

Mr.  Dolan  gives  his  entire  attention  to  the  busi- 
ness of  the  bank,  although  having  an  interest  in 
the  nursery  near  Clifton.  He  lias  been  a  resident 
of  this  place  since  the  winter  of  1878,  when  he 
started  the  first  store  of  general  merchandise  on 
what  is  now  the  new  town  site,  the  first  load  of 
freight  from  the  Central  Branch  of  the  Missouri  Pa- 
cific Railroad  being  unloaded  at  his  place.  Some 
months  later  he  sold  out  to  W.  M.  Funnell  &  Sons, 
although  operating  with  them  as  chief  manager  of 
the  business.  He  has  been  quite  prominent  in  local 
affairs,  serving  as  Township  Trustee,  then  resigned 
this  office  to  enter  upon  the  duties  of  Sheriff,  which 
office  he  held  for  four  years.  In  the  meantime,  he 
resided  in  Washington.  At  the  expiration  of  his 
second  term  of  office,  he,  in  January,  1886,  returned 
to  Clifton,  and  in  the  following  April  was  elected 
Mayor.  The  State  Bank  was  organized  in  July 
following,  Mr.  Dolan  being  elected  Vice  Presi- 
dent, and  he  has  since  held  the  oflSce. 

Coming  to  Washington  County  in  September, 
1871,  Mr.  Dolan  homesteaded  a  tract  of  land  which, 
however,  he  disposed  of  a  few  months  later,  then 
became  interested  in  fruit-growing  and  embarked 
in  the  nursery  business,  in  which  he  invested  some 
capital,  and  in  which  he  still  retains  an  interest. 
His  fruits  mostly  find  a  demand  in  the  home  mar- 
ket. Mr.  Dolan  came  to  Kansas  from  the  vicinity 
of  Lexington,  Perry  Co.,  Ohio,  which  was  his  native 
place,  and  where  he  first  saw  the  light,  Sept.  20, 
1849.  His  father,  Patrick  Dolan,  was  a  native  of 
Ireland,  whence  he  emigrated  at  the  age  of  sixteen 
years  to  America,  and  lived  in  and  about  the  city 
of  Boston,  Mass.,  for  a  number  of  years,  operating 
as  a  contractor.  Thence  he  removed  to  Pennsyl- 
vania, settling  in  the  vicinity  of  Pittsburg,  where 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Byers.  Mrs.  Dolan 
w.as  born  and  reared  in  Pennsylvania,  coming  from 


a  thrifty  and  well-to-do  class  of  people,  who  almost 
uniformly  "got  on"  well  in  life. 

After  their  marriage,  Patrick  Dolan  and  his  wife 
removed  to  Perry  C'ountj%  Ohio,  where  Mr.  Dolan 
engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1856.  He  was  then  past 
fifty  3'ears  of  age.  He  was  a  man  of  much  natural 
ability,  and  possessed  those  sterling  qualities  of 
character  which  caused  him  to  be  held  in  respect 
by  all  who  knew  him.  He  was  reared  in  the  faith 
of  the  Catholic  Church,  to  which  he  adhered  dur- 
ing his  life.  Tbe  wife  and  mother  is  still  living, 
remaining  a  widow,  and  makes  her  home  with  her 
youngest  daughter,  Mrs.  Maggie  D.  Kern,  of  Palmer, 
this  State;  she  is  now  past  seventy  years  old,  and 
like  her  husband,  is  a  devout  Catholic. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  was  the  seventh  of 
nine  children  born  to  his  parents,  two  sons  and 
seven  daughters,  most  of  wiiom  lived  to  mature 
years.  Six  of  these  are  still  living,  making  their 
homes — one  in  Texas,  three  in  Kansas,  one  in  Wis- 
consin, and  one  in  Iowa.  Thomas,  after  the  death 
of  his  father,  remained  with  his  mother  until  all  the 
family  were  grown  up.  He  had  received  a  prac- 
tical education,  completing  his  studies  in  Illinois, 
to  which  his  parents  removed  when  he  was  fourteen 
years  old,  and  where  he  attained  his  majority. 
After  coming  to  Washington  County,  Kan.,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Flora  Graham,  who 
was  born  near  London,  in  the  Province  of  Ontario, 
Canada,  in  December,  1855.  The  parents  of  Mrs. 
Dolan  were  Alex.  J.  and  Jeanette  (McClelland) 
Graham,  natives  of  Scotland,  who  emigrated  to 
America  prior  to  their  marriage,  and  were  wedded 
in  Can.ida.  They  located  upon  a  farm,  where  they 
lived  until  1870,  then  coming  to  the  States,  pro- 
ceeded Westward  and  took  up  a  homestead  in  Brant- 
ford  Township,  Washington  Co.,  Kan.  There  the 
mother  died,  in  1885,  when  quite  well  advanced  in 
years.  She  was  a  member  of  the  LTuited  Brethren 
Church.  Mr.  Graham  is  still  living,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-two  years. 

Mrs.  Dolan  received  an  excellent  home  training 
and  a  common-school  education,  rem.aining  with 
her  parents  until  her  marriage.  She  is  now  the 
mother  of  six  children,  one  of  whom.  Lulu,  is  de- 
ceased.    The  survivors  are  :    Laura,  Thomas,  Ver- 
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non,  I-Iazen  and  Don  D. ;  they  are  all  at  home  with 
their  parents.  Mr.  Dolan,  politicallj-,  is  a  stanch 
Democrat,  and  socially,  belongs  to  the  A.  O.  U.  W. 
and  the  Select  Knights  of  Clifton,  in  which  he  is 
Master  AVorkmau  of  the  former  and  Treasurer  of 
the  latter. 


;MUKL  a.  TATE  is  the  owner  and  occu- 
pant of  a  productive  and  well  tilled  farm  in 
Sheridan  Township,  Washington  County. 
It  comprises  eighty  acres  supplied  with  a  comforta- 
ble and  well  built  house,  a  windmill,  adequate 
stables,  corn-cribs,  etc.,  and  an  orchard  of  about 
100  trees.  It  is  located  on  section  3,  and  has  been 
the  home  of  our  subject  since  February  1880. 

Lemuel  Tate  was  born  in  Augusta,  W.  Va.,  Dec. 
25,  1829.  He  was  a  lad  of  six  years  when 
his  parents  removed  to  Licking  County,  Ohio, 
whence  two  years  later  they  went  to  Henry  County, 
Ind.  The  blood  of  patriotic  ancestors  flowed 
through  the  veins  of  our  subject,  and  the  same 
spirit  which  animated  them  in  earlier  years  stirred 
his  heart  upon  the  breaking  out  of  the  late  war.  In 
September,  1861,  he  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Com- 
pany A,  47th  Indiana  Infantrj',  and  served  until 
October,  1865.  Among  the  prominent  engage- 
ments were:  New  Madrid,  Miss.;  Riddle  Point, 
Mo.;  Ft.  Pillow,  Tenn.;  Brown's  Plantation, 
Miss.;  Ft.  Pemberton,  Miss.;  Ft.  Gibson;  Cham- 
pion Hill;  the  Siege  of  Vicksburg;  Jackson,  Miss.; 
Grand  Coteau,  La.;  Muddy  Bayou,  La.;  Marksville; 
Atchafalaya;  Ft.  Spanish,  Ala.;  Ft.  Blakely  and 
Mobile.  In  all  these  bloody  conflicts,  as  well  as 
the  minor  engagements,  in  the  field,  on  picket,  or 
on  the  march,  Mr.  Tate  displayed  the  bravery  and 
faithfulness  of  a  true  soldier. 

After  his  discharge  from  the  service  Mr.  Tate 
returned  to  the  Hoosier  State  and  to  the  occupation 
of  a  farmer.  After  a  time,  lie  engaged  in  the 
mercantile  business,  which  he  followed  for  a  few 
years,  and  then  returned  to  farm  life.  In  February, 
1880,  he  removed  with  his  family  to  this  county. 
He  identified  himself  with  the  agriculturists,  by  at 
once  settling  upon  the  broad  acres  which  form  his 
present  home.     Forty-five  acres  of  the  land    lind 


been  broken,  but  there  were  no  buildings  upon  the 
place  until  they  were  erected  bj'  our  subject.  The 
acreage  is  chiefly  under  cultivation,  and  the  owner 
carries  on  general  farming,  in  which  he  is  enter- 
prising and  successful. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was 
William  Tate,  born  in  Hayti,  Germany.  When  a 
j'oung  man  he  came  to  the  United  States,  and  dur- 
ing tlie  Revolutionary'  War  was  in  the  Colonial 
Army.  He  had  previously  served  three  years 
against  the  Americans  and  deserting  the  British,  as 
did  a  number  of  others,  he  joined  the  American 
forces,  fighting  gallantly  for  freedom  for  a  period 
of  four  j'ears.  He  located  in  West  Virginia  and 
there  reared  his  family.  His  death  occurred  in 
that  State.  He  had  a  son,  James,  who  removed 
from  bis  native  State  to  Ohio,  and  later  to  In- 
diana. He  served  during  the  War  of  1812, 
and  was  a  gallant  officer.  He  cleared  a  farm  from 
the  heavy  timber  of  Indiana,  and  on  it  spent  his 
last  days.  He  was  the  father  of  twelve  children, 
our  subject  being  the  sixth. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  also  a  soldier  in 
the  War  of  1812,  having  enlisted  when  he  was  six- 
teen 3'ears  old,  as  also  was  the  father  of  Mrs.  Tate. 
Both  Mrs.  Tate's  grandfathers  were  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary War.  The  ancestors  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tate 
lived  to  a  very  old  age.  Grandfather  Twibell  being 
ninety-seven  at  the  time  of  his  death.  Grandfather 
Tate  had  reached  the  advanced  age  of  one  hundred 
and  four  j-ears  when  last  heard  from. 

James  Tate,  father  of  our  subject,  married  Miss 
Martha  Arrel,  a  daughter  of  Minitry  Arrel,  of  Vir- 
ginia. She  remained  a  resident  of  Indiana  until 
her  death  in  the  fall  of  1888.  Six  of  the  children 
whom  she  bore  her  first  husband  are  still  living. 
Slie  was  three  times  married,  her  marriage  the 
second  time  being  with  Jesse  Jackson;  her  third  bus- 
band  was  Samuel  Milligan. 

Lemuel  Tate,  of  whom  we  write,  was  united  in 
marriage,  first  with  Miss  Sarah  J.  Beeson,  Sept.  30, 
1852,  and  there  was  born  to  them  a  son,  Lewis  H., 
Aug.  15,  1860.  The  mother  died  one  year  later, 
and  Mr.  Tate  after  serving  four  years  in  the  army 
returned  home  and  was  married  June  24,  1866,  to 
Elizabeth  Williams.  Of  this  union  there  were  born 
two  children,  Martha  E.  and  a  daughter   who  died 
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unnamed.  The  present  wife  of  Mr.  Tate,  to  whom 
lie  was  married  in  Indiana,  Aug.  28,  1870,  was 
formerly  Miss  Sarah  A.  Twibell.  She  is  the  young- 
est in  a  family  of  twelve  children  born  to  David 
and  Margaret  (Voho)  Twibell.  Her  mother  was 
born  in  Maryland,  and  was  a  daughter  of  George 
and  Catherine  (Baker)  Yoho.  The  latter  were 
natives  of  Wetzel  County,  Va.,  where  they  both 
died.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Tate  was  born  in  Ireland. 
He  came  to  the  United  States  with  his  parents, 
John  and  Elizabeth  (Currier)  Twibell,  when  a  mere 
boy.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  and 
two  brothers  of  his  father  were  soldiers  in  the 
Revolutionary  War.  Five  of  Mrs.  Tate's  brothers 
and  sisters  are  still  living.  The  union  of  our  sub- 
ject and  his  estimable  wife  has  resulted  in  the  birth 
of  nine  children.  Two  infants  died  unnamed.  The 
oldest  daughter,  Martha  E  ,  is  the  wife  of  John  R. 
Bceson.  The  others  are  Louis  II.,  Alma  R.,  Mary 
E.,  Margaret  A.,  Amanda  J.,  and  James  B. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tate  and  their  three  eldest  daugh- 
ters are  members  of  the  United  Brethren  Church. 
Mr.  Tate  is  a  good  farmer,  and  an  honorable  man. 
He  is  a  kind  neighbor,  a  loving  husband  and  father, 
and  merits  the  esteem  in  which  he  is  held  by  his 
neiglibois  and  fellow-citizens. 

-J #.# 8- 


-i*;  OHN  LOADER,  Clerk  of  the  District 
[l  Court  of  Cla_v  County,  is  one  of  those  who 
I  gave  years  of  his  youth  and  early  manhood 
(^Jjf/  to  the  cause  of  national  unity,  and  has  ever 
since  borne  the  marks  of  his  patriotic  service.  To 
those  who  witnessed  the  stirring  scenes  of  the  late 
Civil  War,  or  who  gave  their  dear  ones  to  their 
country,  the  life  of  such  a  man  is  full  of  intefest. 
and  no  honor  seems  too  great  for  him.  We  are 
pleased  to  chronicle  the  leading  facts  in  his  history, 
and  also  direct  the  reader's  attention  to  a  fine  por- 
trait of  this  gentleman,  to  be  found  on  another 
page  of  the  Album. 

Mr.  Loader  was  born  in  Fayette  County,  Ohio, 
on  July  IG,  1845,  and  on  his  father's  farm  passed 
his  boyhood.  When  he  was  nine  years  old  his  par- 
ents removed  ti)  Wyandotte  Cjunty,  where  his  edu- 


cation was  continued,  his  home  being  still  a  rural 
one.  The  war  spirit  that  swept  over  the  country 
like  wildfire  when  Fort  Sumter  was  fired  upon, 
took  such  lodgment  in  the  breast  of  the  youth  that 
his  studies  were  soon  abandoned,  and  he,  though 
but  seventeen  years  old,  enlisted  on  July  18,  1862, 
as  a  member  of  Company  A.,  123d  Ohio  Infantry. 
He  was  mustered  into  service,  however,  in  Com- 
pany E  of  the  same  regiment,  which  served  in  the 
independent  army  of  Western  Virginia  till  the  fall 
of  1864,  when  Mr.  Loader  went  to  the  army  of  the 
Potomac. 

During  the  first  few  mouths  of  their  enlistment 
the  123d  had  no  severe  engagements,  but  ere  long 
they  were  in  the  thick  of  the  conflict.  Their  drill- 
ing and  skirmishing,  their  marches  and  picket  duty, 
had  prepared  them  for  gallant  service  and  the 
bravery  of  true  soldiers.  At  the  engagement  at 
Winchester,  June  12-15,  1863,  Mr.  Loader  was 
captured  by  the  Confederates  and  held  a  prisoner 
at  Belle  Isle  for  sixty  days,  when,  being  paroled 
he  returned  to  his  command  in  the  Shenandoah 
Valley.  They  were  stationed  at  Martinsburg,  and 
our  subject  spent  the  fall  and  winter  in  guard  duty 
and  scouting.  In  the  spring  he  took  part  in  Hunt- 
er's Raid  to  destroy  railroads  and  join  Grant,  iiar- 
ticipating  in  the  engagement  at  Newmarket,  or 
better  known  in  history  as  Rude's  Hill,  at  Pied- 
mont, and  continuing  on  to  L^-nchburg.  There 
Gen.  Hunter  met  too  large  an  opposing  force  to 
compete,  and  was  forced  to  turn  back. 

The  command  of  our  subject  was  cut  off  from 
the  main  body  in  retreat  and  they  were  obliged  to 
make  their  way  through  the  mountains  300  miles, 
till  they  struck  the  Ohio  River  at  Gallipolis,  Ohio, 
where  they  took  boat  to  Parkersburgh,  West  \'a., 
and  railroad  from  there  to  Cherry  Run,  West  Va. 
The  Rebels  being  there,  the  bridge  was  burned  be- 
l:ind  them,  and  they  marched  to  Williamsport,  on 
to  Sandy  Hook,  and  thence  to  Louden  Vallej-, 
where  they  were  headed  off  by  the  enemy.  Turn- 
ing, they  went  into  Maryland,  and  then  making  a 
detour  returned  toward  Louden  to  .cut  off  Early's 
retreat  at  Snicker's  Ferry,  reaching  there  just  too 
late  to  take  part  in  the  conflict.  Crossing  after 
the  Confederates,  the  brigade  to  which  Mr.  Loader 
belonged  mot  the  enemy  in  the  woods,  and  a  skir- 
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mish  ensued,  tlie  Federal  force  being  worsted  and 
compelled  to  retreat.  This  was  on  July  18,  and 
two  days  later,  the  Union  force  re-crossed  the  river 
and  followed  the  rebels,  having  daily  skirmishes 
with  them  until  they  reached  Berryville,  where  a 
heavy  engagement  took  place  September  3.  Pre- 
vious to  reaching  Berryville  the  command  to  which 
our  subject  was  attached  had  done  some  hard 
fighting  at  Winchester  and  Williamsport,  on  the 
Potomac  River. 

On  September  19  Mr.  Loader  took  part  in  the 
terrible  battle  at  Winchester,  where  the  Union  loss 
was  5,000  in  killed  and  wounded.  He  then  joined 
in  the  pursuit  of  tlie  Confederates,  participating  in 
the  battle  at  Fisher's  Hill,  on  September  22,  when 
Crook's  command  (to  which  Mr.  Loader  belonged; 
flanked  the  enemy  and  coming  behind  the  works, 
compelled  their  evacuation.  From  this  time  till 
early  in  October,  picket  and  skirmish  duty  occu- 
pied the  brigade,  which  had  frequent  contests  with 
P^arl3''s  force.  Mr.  Loader  was  present  at  the  en- 
gagement at  Cedar  Creek  on  October  19,  when  the 
Union  force  having  been  driven  back  four  miles  in 
the  morning,  held  the  position  until  led  to  victory 
by  the  gallant  Gen.  Sheridan,  who  came  "from 
Winchester  twenty  miles  away,"  to  stay  the  tide  of 
retreat  and  turn  what  seemed  a  repulse  into  a  glo- 
rious triumpli.  Here  the  number  of  killed  and 
captured  by  the  Union  army  aggregated  10,000 
and  the  wagon  and  ambulance  trains  of  the  Con- 
federates fell  into  the  hands  of  the  patriots.  From 
the  date  of  this  engagement  to  the  middle  of  De- 
cember the  brigade  of  our  subject  was  camped,  be- 
ing then  ordered  to  join  the  forces  near  Richmond. 
Their  objective  [loint  was  Newmarket  Heights,  on 
the  north  bank  of  the  James  River.  After  camp- 
ing there  until  the  24th  of  March,  they  were  or- 
dered to  Cypress  Swamp,  wlience  they  returned  to 
Hatches'  Run  and  took  part  in  the  general  move- 
ment against  the  Rebel  army,  from  the  28th  to  the 
end  of  the  month. 

At  this  place  Mr.  Loader  was  severely  wounded 
in  the  right  arm.  He  was  taken  to  the  field 
hospital,  where  the  first  operation  was  performed, 
and  the  next  day  was  removed  to  Bay's  Hospital, 
near  City  Point,  where  he  lay  until  April  3.  At 
that  day  a  boat-load  was  carried  to  Hami)ton  Hos- 


pital, near  Fortress  Monroe.  There  our  subject 
was  confined  to  his  bed  till  the  first  of  August,  be- 
fore he  was  able  to  travel.  He  was  then  sent  to 
Columbus,  Ohio,  and  applying  for  a  discharge, 
learned  that  he  had  been  discharged  with  the  bal- 
ance of  his  command  when  they  were  mustered  out 
of  the  service.  The  wound  from  which  Mr. 
Loader  suffered  so  long  still  affects  him,  and  he  is 
lame  in  one  leg  in  consequence  of  another  injury, 
having  received  five  wounds  during  the  war. 

On  Aug.  15,  1865,  Mr.  Loader  reached  his  home 
and  remained  in  Wyandotte  County  for  some 
years,  attending  school  for  a  time  after  his  return 
to  civil  life.  His  first  work  that  amounted  to  any- 
thing was  in  the  stock  business,  which  he  followed 
from  1869  to  1875,  and  which  he  abandoned  on 
account  of  ill  health.  Selling  out  in  1876  he  on- 
gaged  in  mercantile  pursuits  at  Marseilles,  Ohio, 
and  after  continuing  this  for  a  couple  of  years,  he 
sold  his  stock  and  good-will  and  began  the  busi- 
ness of  a  butcher.  In  1 880  he  again  changed  his  em- 
ployment and  his  location,  and  coming  to  Kansas 
engaged  in  clerking,  which  he  continued  till  he 
was  elected  to  his  present  otflce  in  1884.  In  1883 
he  had  been  traveling  for  a  wholesale  house,  and  at 
the  Christmas  entertainment  of  the  G.A.R.  he  dis- 
located his  lame  knee,  the  injury  necessitating  the 
use  of  a  crutch  for  three  j^ears. 

At  the  home  of  the  bride  in  Fayette 
County,  Ohio,  Feb.  28,  1869,  our  subject  was 
united  in  wedlock  with  Miss  Frances  J.  Smith,  an 
estimable  young  lady  who  was  born  and  reared  in 
that  county.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Isaac  Smith, 
Jr.,  a  farmer,  who  lost  his  life  in  the  service  of  his 
country  during  the  late  Civil  War.  The  birth  of 
Mrs.  Loader  took  place  Sept.  15,  1850.  She  is  of 
distinguished  patriotic  lineage,  her  paternal  great- 
grandfather, James  Wilson,  being  a  signer  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Loader  four  children  have  been  born,  but  one  of 
whom  is  now  living,  three  sons  haviiTg  been  taken 
from  them  by  death.  The  survivor  is  a  daughter, 
Efifa  J.,  who  was  born  Sept.  9,  1874. 

Richard  Loader,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
an  honest  and  honorable  Elnglishman,  who,  after 
becoming  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  took  up 
arras  in  defense  of  the  (lovernment  and  lost  his  life 
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as  :i  result  of  his  services  in  behalf  of  his  adopted 
home.  He  was  born  in  Berkshire,  and  after  com- 
ing to  this  country  married  Miss  Harriet  JlcCahan, 
who  bore  him  a  family  of  six  children.  The  death 
of  Mr.  Loader  occurred  at  his  home  in  the  Buckeye 
.State,  March  31,  1866,  of  illness  contracted  in  the 
army,  he  being  at  the  time  of  his  decease  fifty-two 
years  of  age.  He  had  been  a  member  of  the  15th 
Ohio  Infantry.  The  widow,  after  her  children  had 
reached  the  years  of  maturity,  in  1876  moved  to 
Calhoun  County,  Mich. 

Mr.  Loader,  of  our  sketch,  is  interested  in 
the  social  orders  of  the  land.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  I.O.O.F.,  the  Masonic  fraternity  and 
the  O.A.R.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  People's 
National  Bank  and  a  Director  of  that  insti- 
tution. He  owns  considerable  real  estate  in 
Clay  Centre,  his  pleasant  and  hospitable  home 
being  situated  on  the  corner  of  Blunt  and  Ninth 
streets.  Mrs.  Loader  belongs  to  the  Metho- 
dist Church,  of  which  her  husband  is  also  an 
attendant.  That  Mr.  Loader  has  transacted  the 
duties  of  the  office  he  holds  to  the  satisfaction  of 
his  constituents  is  abundantly  shown  in  the  fact 
that  he  is  now  serving  his  third  terra.  He  is  and 
nhvays  has  been  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  princi- 
ploj  of  the  Republican  party. 


up  a  log  house,  13x14  feet  in  dimensions,  with  a 
roof,  door  and  floor  of  cotton  wood,  and  kept  bache- 
lor's hall  there  at  least  ten  years. 

During  this  time  Mr.  Bergin  carried  on  success- 
full3^  the  improvement  of  his  property,  making 
fences  and  erecting  buildings  as  needed,  and  bring- 
ing the  soil  to  a  state  of  cultivation.  Wild  animals 
were  numerous  at  the  time  of  his  coming  here — 
antelope,  wolves  and  turkeys,  and  his  neiglibors  for 
some  time  were  few  and  far  between.  At  the  ex- 
piration of  the  ten  years  mentioned  he  was  married, 
Oct.  16,  1879,  to  Miss  Anna,  daughter  of  John  and 
Kate  (Doring)  Heimerich.  This  lady  was  born  in 
Indiana,  Oct.  26,  1860,  and  of  her  union  with  our 
subject  there  are  three  children — Edith,  Carl  and 
Walter.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bergin  are  members  in  good 
standing  of  the  Congregational  Church  and  people 
highly  respected  by  their  neighbors. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  iMarlin  and 
Mary  Bergin,  natives  of  Ireland,  and  who  settled 
in  Wisconsin  during  its  pioneer  days.  The  mother 
died  when  her  son,  Dennis,  was  a  year  old,  and  he 
was  reared  by  Thomas  and  Eliza  Nagle,  of  Grant 
County,  Wis.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  Bergin  are 
residents  of  Goshen  Township,  Clay  Co.,  Kan.  Mr. 
Bergin  has  an  apple  orchard  of  about  200  trees, 
and  he  has  also  planted  200  peach  trees  and  about 
fifty  grape  vines.  He  has  a  good  barn  with  corn 
cribs,  a  granary  and  other  needed  structures,  and  a 
good  frame  house  some  time  since  took  the  place  of 
the  log  house  where  Mr.  Bergin  spent  his  bachelor 
days.  He  experienced  the  usual  hardships  and 
difficulties  of  life  on  the  frontier,  but  is  now  in 
comfortable  circumstances,  with  a  competence  for 
his  old  age. 


r^  ENNIS  BERGIN.  Among  the  snug  home- 
steads of  Goshen  Township  is  that  of  Mr. 
^  Bergin,  built  up  by  him  from  the  primitive 
soil,  and  standing  as  the  best  monument  of  a 
man's  industry  and  enterprise  which  could  well  be 
reared.  He  is  a  gentleman  in  the  prime  of  lifo, 
having  been  born  Nov.  14,  1850,  and  his  native 
place  was  Grant  County,  Wis.  He  was  reared  on 
a  farm  and  educated  in  the  district  school,  at  the 
same  time  becoming  familiar  with  the  art  of  plow- 
ing, sowing  and  reaping.  Upon  reaching  his  ma- 
jority, he  determined  to  seek  his  fortunes  west  of 
the  Mississippi,  and  coming  to  Clay  County,  Kan., 
homesteaded,  in  the  autumn  of  1871,  160  acres  of 
land  in  Goshen  Township,  of  which  he  soon  took 
possession,  and  where  he  has  since  lived.     He   put   |    finally  went  East  for  his  health    and  was  unable  to 


J;01IN  A.  LEWIS,  although  but  three  brief 
I  years  a  citizen  of  Kansas,  had  by  his  sterling 
]  worth  endeared  himself  to  his  fellow-citizens 
I  who  greatly  regretted  his  decease,  which  oc- 
curred in  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.,  on  the  22d  of 
August,  1882.  He  came  to  Clay  County,  Kan.,  in 
1879,  settling  on  a  farm  in  Exeter  jTownship,  '^but 
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return.  He  left  at  his  death  160  acres  of  land  un- 
der a  good  state  of  cultivation,  comprising  a  com- 
fortable homestead  where  his  widow  and  children 
now  reside.  Mr.  Lewis  was  a  man  highlj^  respected 
by  all  who  knew  him,  a  kind  and  indulgent  hus- 
band and  father,  and  was  greatly  mourned  by  his 
family  and  the  friends  whom  he  liad  made  during 
a  lifetime  filled  in  with  kindly  deeds.  Politically 
he  was  a  sound  Democrat,  although  mixing  very 
little  with  public  affairs.  He  was  married  June  24, 
1874  in  New  York,  to  Miss  Victoria  Parry. 

Mrs.  Victoria  (Parr}')  Lewis  was  born  in  Onon- 
daga County,  N.  Y.  May  24.  1853,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  F^lihu  .and  Meda  P.  (Higgins)  Parry, 
the  former  of  whom  was  a  native  of  England  and 
the  latter  born  in  New  Yoi'k  State  in  1817,  where 
she  still  lives.  Tiie  Higgins  family  was  of  New 
England  origin.  To  Elihu  and  Meda  Parry  there 
was  born  a  family  of  eleven  children,  ten  of  wliom 
are  living:  Nancy  J.,  Mrs.  Parks,  and  Mary  E., 
the  wife  of  T.  R.  Lusk,  are  residents  of  New  York 
State.  Helen  is  the  wife  of  W.  M.  Appleton  and 
with  her  brother  Benjamin,  also  live  in  that  State; 
Henry  D.  likewise  remains  in  his  native  State,  and 
and  Joseph  E.,  resides  in  Wisconsin;  Alfred  C.  and 
Charles  F.,  remain  in  New  York;  William  U.  is  a 
resident  of  Clay  County,  Kan. 

Mrs.  Lewis  was  reared  to  womanhood  in  her  na- 
tive count}'  and  completed  her  studies  in  the 
academy  there.  Her  father  emigrated  to  America 
wlien  a  young  man  twenty-one  years  old  and 
located  first  in  Canada,  after  which  he  came  over 
into  the  States,  settling  in  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y., 
where  he  spent  his  last  days.  He  became  a  well- 
known  and  highly  respected  citizen  and  during  his 
later  years  voted  the  straight  Republican  ticket. 
After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lewis  com- 
menced the  journey  of  life  together  in  their  native 
county,  where  they  speut  the  most  of  their  lives. 
There  were  born  to  them  three  children ;  Camilla 
A.,  March  24,  1875;  Joseph  P.,  Sept.  17,  1876;  and 
Perl  M.,  Nov.  4,  1877.  Mrs.  Lewis  is  a  member 
in  good  standing  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  is  a 
lady  highly  spoken  of  by  her  neighbors. 

The  death  of  Mr.  Lewis  at  his  old  home  in 
Onondaga  County,  N.  Y..  where  he  spent  his  last 
days  with  his  brother  and  sister,  Kirby  .and  Miss 


Lettie  Lewis,  was  made  the  occasion  of  an  extended 
notice  in  the  paper  in  which  was  indicated  the  higli 
respect  in  which  he  had  been  held  among  the  peo- 
ple where'he  had  spent  the  best  years  of  his  life. 
The  entire  community  attended  the  funeral  ser- 
vices which  were  held  at  the  famih'  residence  and 
conducted  hj'  Rev.  Mr.  Wells,  of  the  Jordan 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  assisted  by  the 
church  choir.  Mr.  Lewis  had  returned  East  with- 
out his  family  in  hopes  to  recover  his  declining 
health  under  the  care  of  his  devoted  brother  and  sis- 
ter, but  he  soon  realized  that  it  would  be  in  vain  and 
his  last  and  greatest  desire  was  to  see  his  family.  He 
anxiously  awaited  thearriv.al  of  every  mail  hoping 
to  receive  tidings  that  the  loved  ones  were  en  route 
and  then  one  d.ay  the  wires  flashed  the  news  that 
the  wife  was  prostrated  upon  a  sick  bed  danger- 
ouslj'  ill,  and  .as  hope  failed,  Mr.  Lewis  gradually 
sank  until  death  claimed  his  victim.  The  presence 
of  his  little  daughter  assisted  in  making  his  last 
days  peaceful,  while  the  brother  and  sister  gave 
up  all  else  to  minister  to  his  last  wants.  Mr.  Lewis 
was  recognized  as  a  gentleman  in  all  the  walks  of 
life,  being  quiet,  courteous  and  un.assuming  and  in- 
voluntarily called  forth  the  respect  of  all  who  knew 


JOHN  JOHNSON.  In  coming  to  Grant 
Township, Washington  County,  Mr.  Johnson, 
who  is  one  of  the  leaders  among  his  Swedish 
countrymen  in  this  region,  was  fortunate  in 
securing  an  extra  good  piece  of  land,  160  acres,  for 
which  he  paid  the  sum  of  1500.  Twenty  .acres  of 
this  land  had  been  broken,  but  there  were  no  other 
improvements  with  the  exception  of  a  well  and  a 
hole  in  the  ground  called  a  dugout.  Into  the  latter 
he  removed  his  famil}',  in  July,  1874,  and  the}- 
lived  there  one  year.  He  then  put  up  the  present 
stone  dwelling,  16  feet  .square,  and  in  1878  put  on 
an  addition,  16x31  feet  and  a  story  and  ah.alf  high, 
the  whole  of  which  m.akes  a  comfortable  and  com- 
modious residence. 

Not  f.ar  from  his  dwelling  Mr.  Johnson  has 
planted  an  orchard  of  200  apple  trees,  besiiies 
cherry,  .apricot,  pear  and  plum  trees,  with  a  variety 
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of  the  smaller  fruits.  In  1883  he  purchased  a 
quarter  section  adjoining  on  the  south  and  on  both 
|)laces  has  about  200  acres  under  the  plow.  On  the 
latter  farm  is  a  good  frame  house  and  stables. 
Around  his  home  Mr.  Johnson  has  planted  numbers 
of  ornamental  trees  and  all  his  land  is  properly 
fenced.  His  main  barn  is  32  x  66  feet  in  dimen- 
sions, while  he  has  sheds  and  corn  cribs,  the  latter 
14  X  32  feet  and  a  stone  chicken  house,  14  feet 
square.  The  whole  estate  forms  a  most  attractive 
picture  in  the  landscape  of  that  re^^ion  and  indicates 
in  a  marked  degree  the  intelligence  and  enterprise 
of  tlie  proprietor. 

The  subject  of  tills  sketch  was  born  in  the  town 
of  .Tonkoping,  Sweden,  Feb.  17,  1841,  and  was 
reared  on  a  farm,  receiving  a  common  school  edu- 
cation. His  father  was  John  Anderson  and  his 
paternal  grandfather,  Anders  Croft.  They  spent 
their  entire  lives  in  Sweden.  John,  in  1868,  when 
a  young  man  of  twenty-seven  years,  emigrated  to 
America  and  located  first  in  Lewiston.  III.,  securing 
employment  on  the  Rushville  branch  of  the  Chicago 
Burlington  &  Quincy  Railroad.  He  was  thus  oc- 
cupied one  year  then  crossed  the  Mississippi  to 
Keokuk,  Iowa,  where  he  worked  on  the  canal.  On 
tiie  30th  of  August,  1872,  he  was  married  tiiere  to 
Miss  Zilda  S.  Malmburg.  From  Keokuk  he  came 
to  Washington  County. 

Of  this  union  of  Mr.  Johnson  there  were  born 
six  children,  four  of  whom  are  living,  viz:  Annie 
Idella,  Eddie,  Albert  William,  and  Emma  Sophia, 
all  of  whom  are  at  home  with  their  father.  Mrs. 
Zilda  Johnson  departed. this  life  Dec.  8,  1883.  Mr. 
Johnson  contracted  a  second  raarri.age  Dec.  3,  1886, 
with  Mrs.  Anna  Johnson,  who  by  her  first  marriage 
had  become  the  mother  of  one  child,  a  son,  Hugo, 
who  is  now  a  young  man  and  works  with  his  step- 
father on  the  farm.  Mrs.  Johnson  was  born  in  the 
same  part  of  Sweden  as  her  husband  and  upon 
coming  to  America  in  1869,  took  up  her  residence 
in  Keokuk,  Iowa,  where  she  supported  herself  for 
five  years.  Later  she  went  to  Des  Moines,  Iowa, 
where  she  was  first  married.  Of  her  union  with 
our  subject  there  have  been  born  two  children: 
Arthur  Emanuel  and  David  Benjamin.  Mr.  John- 
son is  a  Republican,  politically,  and  a  stanch  sup- 
porter  of    the    principles   of  his   party.     He   has 


officiated  as  Road  Overseer  and  Scliool  Trustee, 
although  meddling  very  little  with  political  affairs. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  were  reared  in  the  doctrines 


of  the  Lutheran  Church  of 
faithful  adherents. 


.•h  they  still  remain 


— i->o^^-<»  - 


DWARD  W.  REED.  Among  the  Garfield 
Township  pioneers  of  '63,  came  Mr.  Reed 
in  the  spring  of  that  year  and  took  up  a 
homestead  claim  of  160  acres  in  the  month  of  Ma_y, 
and  here  for  a  period  of  twent}-  years  he  has  con- 
tinued to  live  and  is  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  old 
landmarks  without  mention  of  whose  name  the  an- 
nals of  Clay  County  would  be  incomplete.  His 
first  dwelling  was  a  10  x  12  frame  house  and  his 
first  operations  as  a  tiller  of  the  soil  were  conducted 
in  a  highly  primitive  style.  He  labored  under  the 
difficulties  of  a  distant  market  and  imperfect  farm- 
ing implements,  but  i)atience  and  perseverance 
prevailed  and  as  the  seasons  ]iassed  and  the  soil  re- 
sponded to  the  efforts  of  the  husbandman,  Mr.  Reed 
in  time  found  himself  making  decided  headwa}-. 
He  added  gradually  to  his  first  purchase  and  has 
now  a  well-regulated  farm  of  240  acres  with  150 
acres  under  the  plow  and  the  balance  in  meadow 
and  pasturage.  He  is  a  man  vvith  quiet  tastes  and 
lives  comfortably  without  making  a  grand  display. 
Mr.  Reed  was  born  in  the  cit}'  of  Boston.  Mass., 
March  21,  1841,  and  lived  there  until  a  youth  of 
seventeen  j'cars,  attending  the  common  schools  and 
being  otherwise  variously  emplo3-ed.  He  w.as, 
however,  of  an  adventurous  disposition  and  at  the 
aoe  mentioned  engaged  as  a  common  sailor  on  an 
ocean  vessel  and  on  account  of  his  aptitude  and 
the  faithful  performance  of^his  duties,  was  in  three 
months  promoted^to  ship  keeper.  Later  he  became 
a  second  mate  and  finally  was  promoted  to  the 
position  of  male  of  the  vessel.  He  sailed  from 
Boston  to  vnrious  ..foreign  ports,  meeting  many 
strange  people  and  gaining  a  wide  knowledge  of 
different  parts  of  the  world.  He  met  with  the 
usual  experience  of  life  on  the  ocean,  enduring 
hardships  and  encountering  storms.    On  the  7tli  of 
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January,  1864,  while  on  board  the  "  H.  Grover " 
bound  for  China,  the  vessel  was  wrecked  in  the 
Gulf  Stream  when  three  days  out  and  witli  its 
cargo  was  lost.  Mr.  Reed,  witli  the  crew  of  twenty- 
two  men  after  being  in  the  water  several  hours 
clinging  to  the  wreeli,  was  picked  up  by  the  "Will- 
iam A.  Grozier"  and  conveyed  to  the  Island  of  St. 
Thomas,  where  tbey  landed.  Mr.  Reed  had  left  of 
his  worldly  possessions  the  crown  of  a  straw  hat. 
his  pants  and  a  shirt.  Eighteen  of  the  twenty-two 
men  afterward  died  as  the  result  of  overeating  fruit 
and  the  exposure  consequent  upon  the  wreck. 

From  St.  Thomas  Mr.  Reed  embarked  on  the 
same  ship  which  took  him  from  tlie  wreck,  a  whaler, 
as  ship  keeper  and  remained  witli  it  until  1868. 
That  year  he  quit  the  sea  and  we  next  And  him  in 
Chicago,  111.,  as  Agent  of  the  Buckeye  Harvesting 
Company.  He  was  thus  occupied  one  3'ear  and  the 
following  spring  found  him  a  homesteader  in 
Northern  Kansas  where  he  has  since  remained.  He 
was  married  in  Cloud  County,  this  State,  Nov.  19, 
1874,  to  Miss  Mar}'  C,  daughter  of  Conrad  and 
Louisa  Kireliner.  Mrs.  Reed  was  born  in  Lafayette 
County,  Mo.,  April  17,  1860  and  came  to  Clay 
County,  tliis  State,  with  her  parents  in  1869.  They 
took  up  a  homestead  in  Bloom  Township  where 
they  still  live.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reed  there  have 
been  born  two  children,  Mary  E.  and  Ciiarlotte. 

J'  OHN  C.  PETTEY.  Among  the  men  who 
j  have  contributed  to  the  progress  and  devel- 
i  opment  of  Little  Blue  Township,  Mr.  Pettey 
'  deserved  honorable  mention.  Personally^ 
he  possesses  all  the  characteristics  of  the  true  gen- 
tleman which  is  at  once  discoverable  in  meeting 
him,  while  as  a  man  and  a  citizen  his  record  is  irre- 
proachable. His  occupation  is  that  of  a  farmer,  of 
which  industry  he  has  made  an  art  and  a  science, 
studying  how  to  develop  his  land  to  tlie  best  ad- 
vantage and  carrying  forward  the  improvements 
which  reflect  great  credit  upon  his  enterprise  and 
good  judgment.  His  landed  possessions  embrace  1 60 
acres  on  section  32,  Little  Blue  Township,  AV^ashing- 
ton  County,  where  he  now  resides  and  has  erected  a 


fine  residence  and  gathered  about  himself  and  his 
family  all  the  comforts  and  conveniences  of  modern 
life.  He  is  considerably  interested  in  live  stock, 
keeping  good  grades  of  cattle,  horses  and  swine. 
Although  a  quiet  and  unassuming  man,  mixing  com- 
paratively little  in  public  affairs,  he  keeps  himself 
well  posted  upon  matters  of  general  interest  and 
uniformly  votes  the  Repul)lican  ticket. 

A  native  of  Ashtabula  County,  Ohio,  Mr.  Pettey 
was  born  Jan.  13,  1836,  and  is  the  son  of  John 
and  Huldah  (McCumber)  Pettey.  John  Pettey 
was  born  and  reared  in  Vermont,  whence  he  re- 
moved to  New  York  State  and  from  there  to  Ashta- 
bula County,  Ohio,  where  he  sojourned  until  1844. 
That  year  he  decided  to  cast  his  lot  in  the  farther 
West  and  removed  to  Dane  Countj-,  AVis.,  where  he 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  dying  in  1868  at 
the  age  of  seventy-two  years.  He  was  a  seafaring 
man  during  his  early  manhood  and  captain  of  a 
lake  vessel.  Upon  coming  West  he  turned  his  at- 
tention to  agricultural  pursuits.  He  accumulated 
a  good  property  and  spent  his  declining  years  in 
ease  and  comfort.  He  had  served  as  a  soldier  in 
the  War  of  1812. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was 
William  Pettey,  likewise  a  sailor  by  profession  and 
commander  of  a  war  ship  during  Revolutionary 
times.  The  family  was  first  represented  in  America 
prior  to  this,  coming  over  from  England  in  the 
early  Colonial  days.  Mrs.  Huldah  (^McCumber) 
Pettey  was  born  in  New  York  State  and  died  in 
Dane  County,  Wis.,  in  1881,  at  the  advanced  age 
of  eighty-two  years.  She  traced  her  ancestry  to 
Ireland.  To  John  and  Huldah  Pettey  there  were 
born  the  following  children,  viz:  Harriet,  de- 
ceased; Abner,  a  farmer  of  Dane  County,  Wis.; 
Samantha,  Perry,  Justina  and  Marvin,  deceased, 
and  Cordelia,  the  wife  of  James  Thompson,  a  raining 
expert  at  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  seventh  child 
of  his  parents'  family  and  was  reared  to  man's 
estate  on  the  farm  in  Dane  ('ounty'.  Wis.  After 
leaving  the  common  schools  he  entered  the  Wis- 
consin State  University  at  Madison  where  he  pur- 
sued his  studies  for  a  time,  but  he  chose  farming 
for  his  life  occupation  and  thereafter  engaged  in 
this  in  the  Badger  State  until  1871.     That  year  he 
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came  to  Kansas  and  located  in  Jefferson  Count}', 
remaining  there  until  the  following  spring.  His 
next  removal  was  to  Washington  County  wliere  lie 
homesteaded  eighty  acres  of  land  wliich  he  sold, 
lie  has  for  some  years  been  connected  with  the 
1.  ().  O.  v.,  being  at  present  a  member  of  tiie  lodge 
at  Barnes. 

For  his  life  partner  Mr.  Pettey  chose  Miss  Betsy 
Thompson,  of  Jefferson  County,  Wis.,  and  they 
were  wedded  Dec.  2,  1858  at  the  bride's  home  in 
Wisconsin.  Mrs.  Pettey  was  born  in  Lincolnshire, 
England,  April  30,  1838  and  is  tlie  daughter  of 
Robert  and  Abigail  (Cole)  Thompson  who  were 
lilvewise  of  English  birth  and  parentage.  The  five 
children  born  of  this  union  are  recorded  as  follows: 
Ophelia,  the  eldest,  is  the  wife  of  William  Hallo- 
well,  a  farmer  of  Washington  County,  this  State 
and  thej-  are  the  parents  of  two  children:  Florence 
and  Bessie.  Florence,  the  second  child,  married 
Clarence  Snyder,  an  engineer  of  Washington 
County,  and  died  Oct.  4,  1884,  leaving  three  chil- 
dren. Florence,  Grace  and  Laura.  John,  Jennie 
and  ]Minnie  are  unmarried  at  home  with  their 
parents. 

jl/.,^  ECTOR  C.  FERGUSON  is  not  only  a  typical 
[fjj  Kentuckian,  but  is  a  fine  specimen  of  the 
'■^^  Western  ranchman.  He  is  in  charge  of 
'^  Steele  &  Mitchim's  ranch  in  Haddam  Town- 
ship, AV'ashington  County,  of  which  he  has  the  sole 
management.  He  resides  on  section  20,  and  the 
rancli,  which  is  comprised  of  three  sections,  in- 
cludes lands  also  on  sections  17,  18,  I'J,  and  31. 
Mr.  Ferguson  is  engaged  in  running  the  farm,  mak- 
ing improvements  thereon,  and  feeding,  buying 
and  selling  stock.  He  handles  the  finest  blooded 
cattle.  Fifty-three  head  of  horses  are  kept  ujjon 
the  ranch,  four  span  being  constantl}^  employed 
in  work  thereon.  Mr.  Ferguson  is  the  personal 
owner  of  several  head  of  fancy  horses.  The  estate 
is  well  supplied  with  good  barns,  and  the  residence 
is  comfortable  and  commodions.  Mr.  Ferguson  is 
a  man  of  excellent  education  and  good  breeding, 
and  one  with  whom  it  is  a  pleasure  to  meet.  He 
treats  everyone  with  the  utmost  courtesy  and  dis- 


penses his  hospitality  in  a  manner  that  is  creditable 
even  among  Western  ranchmen,  who  are  noted  for 
their  hospitality.  He  is  jolly  and  good  natured, 
and  having  added  to  his  education  a  large  fund  of 
practical  information  not  to  be  found  in  books 
alone,  he  is  well  fitted  for  the  position  he  occupies 
in  social  circles. 

Mr.Ferguson  traces  his  ancestry  to  Scotch  families 
whose  names  have  been  prominent  in  history.  He 
was  named  after  Sir  Hector  Ferguson  of  Fergus  Cas- 
tle, of  whom  his  great-grandfather  was  a  brother. 
Their  mother  through  whom  the  property  was  inher- 
ited, was  a  relative  of  the  Stuart  family.  The  afore- 
said brother  of  Sir  Hector,  came  to  America  prior 
to  tlie  Revolutionary  War.  He  located  in  Virginia, 
where  he  engaged  in  farming  a  large  tract  of  land 
and  where  he  died  soon  afterward.  Two  of  his  sons 
were  in  the  Continental  army  and  died  in  defense 
of  American  liberty.  Joseph  was  killed  at  the  bat- 
tle of  Brandywine,  and  Joshua  at  the  Heights  of 
Abraham. 

James  Ferguson,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  three  years  old  when  the  family  emigrated  to 
America,  and  during  the  Revolutionary  War  was 
too  young  to  enter  the  service.  He  was  a  delicate 
child  but  lived  to  quite  an  advanced  age.  He 
owned  a  large  plantation  adjoining  that  of  Gen. 
Washington,  his  place  being  known  as  "Glade 
Farm."  In  1820  he  removed  to  Jessamine  County, 
Ky.,  and  bought  640  acres  of  land  near  Koene, 
paying  |i20  per  acre  for  tlie  same.  There  he  was 
engaged  in  farming  until  his  death,  which  took 
place  in  1843. 

Richard  S.  Ferguson,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Fairfax  County,  Va.,  in  1810,  and  was 
consequently  ten  3-ears  old  when  his  father  removed 
to  Kentucky.  Upon  reaching  man's  estate  he  vis- 
ited the  ancestral  home  and  spent  one  year  there. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-three  he  became  Justice  of 
the  Peace.  Later  he  served  in  other  offices,  includ- 
ing that  of  Judge.  In  1850  he  w.as  elected  to 
the  State  Legislature,  in  which  he  served  one  term. 
He  was  afterward  elected  County  Judge  of  Jessa- 
mine County,  and  served  as  such  for  twelve  years. 
He  was  then  elected  to  the  Court  of  Claims,  which 
position  he  occnpie<l  until  his  death.  He  owned 
235    acres   of   land    adjoining  Keeue,   and   during 
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every  clay  of  liis  life  he  spent  some  time  in  the 
countrj-.  He  was  a  large  man  and  attained  to  a 
weight  of  325  pounds.  He  was  a  Republican  in 
politics.  The  name  of  Judge  R.  S.  Ferguson  will 
long  be  remembered  in  Kentucky  as  that  of  a  most 
influential  man  and  trusted  citizen. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Lizzie  Chrisman.  She  was  a  direct  descendant  of 
Gen.  Hugh  Chrisman  of  Revolutionary  record.  He 
was  a  Virginian,  but  after  the  war  obtained  a  land 
grant  of  two  sections  in  Jessamine  County,  Ky.,  to 
which  he  brought  his  slaves,  and  which  he  cleared 
and  improved.  There  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
life.  His  son,  Joseph  H.  Chrisman,  father  of  Mrs. 
Ferguson,  was  born  in  Virginia,  and  accompanying 
his  parents  to  Kentucky,  was  there  engaged  in 
farming  until  1851.  He  then  removed  to  Independ- 
ence, Jackson  Co.,  Mo.,  where  he  owned  a  large 
farm  and  many  slaves.  Being  burned  out  by  the 
Jayhawkers  he  returned  to  Kentucky  and  settled  in 
Woodford  County,  where  he  spent  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  He  occupied  the  position  of  Judge  for 
ten  years.  His  death  occurred  in  Versailles.  The 
mother  of  Mrs.  Ferguson  was  a  McDowell ;  she  was 
born  in  Danville,  Ky.  Her  father  was  a  native  of 
Scotland,  who  came  to  America  sufficiently  early 
toengage  with  the  Colonial  army  during  the  Revo- 
lution. Mrs.  Ferguson  was  the  recipient  of  a  most 
excellent  education.  She  is  a  strict  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  She  now  resides  in 
South  Elkhorn,  Fayette  Co.,  Kj'„  and  has  reached 
the  ripe  age  of  seventy -two  j'ears. 

The  parental  family  consists  of  five  children: 
Richard  M.  is  now  Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  at 
Lexington.  Ky. ;  Betty  S.,  now  Mrs.  Sandusky, 
resides  at  Nicholasville,  Ky.;  Maggie  M.,  now  Mrs. 
Smith,  lives  in  Fa3'ette  County, K}'. ;  Mattie  C.,now 
Mrs.  Jessup,  resides  in  Ludlow  County,  Ky.,  where 
her  husband  is  in  the  railroad  employ:  Hector 
Chrisman  is  the  gentleman  of  whom  we  write. 

Both  the  parents  of  our  subject  had  been  married 
previous  to  their  union  with  each  other.  The 
mother's  first  husband  was  J.  H.  Lewis,  by  whom 
she  had  one  child — Joseph  H.  At  the  first  tap  of 
the  drum  in  the  late  Civil  War  he  enlisted  in  the 
21st  Kentucky  Infantry,  in  which  he  served  during 
the  war.     He  was  but  nineteen  years  of  age  at  the 


time  of  enlistment.  He  participated  in  the  battles 
of  Shiloh,  Stone  River  and  Chickamauga,  and  those 
of  the  campaigns  through  Georgia  and  to  the  sea. 
When  mustered  out  he  had  reached  the  rank  of 
Second  Lieutenant.  His  death  occurred  soon  after 
the  war. 

The  gentleman  whose  Lame  initiates  our  notice 
was  born  near  Keene,  Jessamine  Co.,  Kj-.,  Feb.  G, 
1856.  He  was  reared  upon  the  parental  acres  and 
received  the  advantages  afforded  by  the  common 
schools.  His  fundamental  education  was  supple- 
mented by  a  term  of  attendance  at  St.  Mary's  in 
AVashington  Count}',  Ky.  At  the  age  of  eight  years 
he  went  to  live  with  his  aunt,  Mrs.  J.  Allen,  near 
Versailles  City.  There  he  remained  until  the  spring 
of  1882,  when  lie  determined  to  "go  West"  and 
look  over  the  country.  He  came  to  Kansas  and 
took  charge  of  the  cattle  on  the  ranch  of  Messrs. 
Steele  and  Milchini.  In  1887  he  became  the  sole 
overseer  under  those  gentleman,  and  is  still  con- 
ducting their  affairs  to  their  satisfaction.  Mr. 
Ferguson  is  a  believer  in  and  supporter  of  the 
principles  of  the  Democratic  party. 


^^^^^  RASTUS  H.  PRALL.     There  are  few  of  the 

E  older  residents  of  Washington  County,  to 
whom  the  name  of  Mr.  Prall  is  not  a  famil- 
iar sound.  He  came  to  this  section  of  tlie  country 
when  it  was  a  wild  frontier,  as  early  as  1861,  the 
same  year  in  which  Kansas  was  admitted  into  tlie 
Union  as  a  State,  and  since  that  time,  has  been 
closely  identified  with  its  most  important  interests. 
He  was  prospered  in  his  labors  as  a  tiller  of  the  soil, 
and  was  fortunate  in  the  investment  of  his  capital, 
so  that  he  is  now  not  only  one  of  the  most  highly- 
respected,  but  also  one  of  the  most  wealthy  men  of 
his  communit}-.  When  first  settling  here,  he  was 
recognized  .as  a  valued  addition  to  the  pioneer  ele- 
ment of  the  county,  and  in  1865-66,  officiated  as 
Sheriff,  after  having  served  as  a  faithful  soldier  in 
the  Union  army.  The  vicissitudes  of  a  soldier's 
life  greatlj-  affected  his  health,  and  in  some  respects 
he  has  never  fully  recovered   from  the  results   of 
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llie  lianlsliips  ami  privations  which  lie  then  en- 
dured. 

The  n.ative  place  of  our  subject  was  in  Clark 
C'ount3%  Ohio,  and  the  date  of  his  birtli  Dec.  5, 
1835.  His  parents  were  Gable  and  Mary  Prall,  na- 
tives of  Pennsylvania,  where  tliey  were  reared  and 
married.  Soon  afterward  they  emigrated  to  Ohio, 
and  the  father  departed  this  life  wiien  iiisson,  p]ras- 
tns  was  a  lad  of  only  thirteen  years.  He  was  tiuis 
wholly  orphaned,  as  his  mother  had  died  several 
years  before.  Her  family  consisted  of  eleven  chil- 
dren, ten  of  whom  lived  to  mature  years.  After 
his  father's  death,  young  Prall  was  obliged  to  look 
out  for  himself,  and  he  worked  l)y  the  month  on  a 
farm  until  twentj'-fonr  years  old.  Then  being  in  a 
condition  to  establish  a  home  of  his  own,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Margaret,  daughter 
of  Ciiarles  Bolt.  The  wedding  occurred  in  Mont- 
gomery County,  Iowa,  of  which  Mr.  Prall  had  been 
a  resident  five  years,  and  about  one  month  later 
the  young  couple  came  to  this  State.  In  1862  Mr. 
Prall  entered  the  army  as  a  member  of  Company 
K,  9th  Kansas  Cavahy,  in  which  lie  served  three 
years  and  seventeen  days.  Although  participating 
in  many  of  tlie  important  battles  of  the  war,  and 
experiencing  many  hairbreadth  escapes,  he  was 
neither  wounded  nor  taken  prisoner,  but  the  hard- 
sliips  he  endured  undermined  his  health,  and  he 
now  receives  a  pension  from  the  Government. 

Upon  leaving  the  army,  Mr.  Prall  resumed  farm- 
ing in  the  township,  where  he  had  settled  previously, 
and  was  thereafter  greatly  prospered  in  his  labors 
as  a  tiller  of  the  soil.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  over 
GOO  acres  of  land,  and  upon  his  homestead  are  first- 
class  modern  buildings,  provided  with  all  the  con- 
veniences which  ample  means  can  supplj'.  Upon 
his  farm  are  four  houses  besides  the  one  occupied 
by  the  familj".  A  fine  lithographic  view  of  the 
farm  of  our  subject,  together  with  some  of  its  most 
important  buildings,  is  presented  elsewhere  in  this 
volume.  For  some  years  Mr.  Prall  has  been  quite 
extensively  interested  in  live  stock,  but  now  has 
the  most  of  his  land  rented,  and  has  wisely  retired 
from  the  more  arduous  duties  of  life.  In  politics, 
it  is  hardly  necessar3-  to  state,  he  is  a  Republican, 
"dyed  in  the  wool." 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Prall  are  the  parents  of  seven  chil- 


dren, of  whom  the  following  five  are  living:  Wil- 
lis W.;  Harriet  Ann,  Mrs.  Plowman;  Rosa,  the 
wife  of  Perle  Welch;  Harry  and  Henry  Clay.  Mr. 
Prall  has  always  distinguished  himself  as  a  liberal- 
minded  and  public-spirited  citizen,  and  one  always 
to  be  found  on  the  side  of  progress  and  reform, 
t!ie  friend  of  education  and  morality,  and  the  sup- 
porter of  every  enterprise  calculated  to  licnefit  the 
people  around  iiini. 


j^  lEDRICH  MICHELSON  is  well  known  to 
.  J  the  residents  of  Hanover  and  vicinity  as 
,^J^"  one  of  its  oldest  settlers  and  leading  busi- 
ness men.  He  some  time  since  established 
himself  in  the  furniture  business,  and  also  operates  as 
undertaker.  He  was  born  in  New  York  City,  .Sept. 
27,  18.51,  and  is  the  son  of  Uiedrich  Michelson,  Sr., 
a  native  of  Germanj'. 

Tiie  father  of  our  subject  spent  his  early  years 
in  his  native  land,  acquiring  a  thorough  education 
in  its  public  schools.  When  reaching  man's  estate 
he  emigrated  to  America,  and  subsequently  fol- 
lowed the  sea  for  a  period  of  eighteen  years,  sailing 
many  tinaes  from  New  York  Cit3-  to  Denmark.  He 
married  Miss  Catherine  Buckhorst,  of  the  above- 
mentioned  city,  where  he  made  his  home  until  his 
death,  in  1861.  Soon  afterward  Diedrich,  .Jr.,  with 
his  mother  came  West,  and  settled  in  Warrenton, 
Mo.,  where  they  lived  for  a  number  of  years,  Mr. 
Michelson  being  occupied  as  a  teamster. 

Subsequently'  our  subject  removed  with  his 
mother  to  St.  Louis,  living  there  until  1870,  and 
being  the  only  survivor  of  her  four  children.  Their 
next  removal  was  to  Franklin  County,  that  State, 
where  they  lived  one  3ear,  and  from  there  the3- 
came  to  Kansas,  just  as  Hanover  began  to  assume 
the  proportions  of  a  village.  Mr.  Michelson  operated 
as  a  carpenter,  having  practicall3-  no  means  upon 
coming  here.  His  industr3-  and  good  management 
soon  resulted  in  the  accumulation  of  capital  with 
which  he  started  his  present  business.  He  put  a  fine 
stone  store  building,  25x62  feet  in  dimensions,  and 
not  long  afterward  was  obliged  to  erect  another 
j   building  for  the  accommodation  of  his  rapidlj'  in- 
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creasing  business.  He  is  the  owner  of  more  than  half 
the  buildings  north  from  Washington  street  to  the 
corner  of  HoUenburg  street,  west.  His  residence 
stands  conveniently  on  the  same  block.  This  was 
also  put  up  by  him,  and  in  point  of  furnishings  and 
surroundings  forms  one  of  the  most  attractive 
homes  in  the  city. 

Although  no  office  seeker,  Mr.  INIichelson  has 
been  prominent  in  local  affairs,  serving  as  Council- 
man three  years,  and  occupying  other  positions  of 
trust  and  responsibility.  He  has  for  many  years 
been  Secretary  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  Lodge,  and  is 
also  identified  with  the  Masonic  fraternity,  also  Ihe 
A.  O.  U.  W.  He  was  trained  in  the  doctrines  of 
the  Lutheran  Church,  to  which  he  still  loyally  ad- 
lieres.  He  gave  substantial  assistance  toward  the 
erection  of  the  church  edifice  at  Hanover.  He 
operated  as  contractor  for  the  other  church  build- 
ings, also  the  City  Hall  and  various  other  promi- 
nent buildings  in  the  town.  The  manner  in  which 
his  fellow-citizens  speak  of  him  is  sufficient  indica- 
tion of  his  standing  among  them. 

Our  subject  took  for  his  wife  JMif3s  Henrietta 
Havekorst,  the  marriage  being  celebrated  at  the 
bride's  home  in  Hanover,  Sept.  23,  1875.  They 
are  the  parents  of  two  (children — Julius  and  Died- 
rich,  2d.  Mrs.  Michelson  was  born  in  St.  Joseph, 
Mo.,  April  12,  1857.  and  a  year  later  was  taken  by 
her  parents  to  Columbus,  this  State.  Her  father, 
George  H.  Havekorst,  is  a  cabinet-maker  by  trade, 
and  came  to  FTanover  in  1870,  after  having  served 
in  the  army,  and  living  in  Leavenworth  and  Atchi- 
son. Ke  is  now  sixty-nine  years  old,  and  his  wife, 
Mena,  is  aged  fifty-six.  The  father  lost  his  health 
in  the  army,  and  has  been  able  to  perform  but 
very  little  labor  since  that  time. 

J/OHN  P.  15R0CKWAY.  Among  the  men 
I  who  have  developed  the  resources  of  Claj' 
I  County,  Mr.  Brockwaj'  deserves  special 
'  mention.  His  well-cultivated  farm  of  160 
acres  occupies  the  northeast  quarter  of  section  32, 
Mulberry  Township,  to  which  he  came  in  1873. 
Tlie    country   was  then  inhabited  mostly    Ijy    wild 


beasts,  and  had  been  only  a  short  time  previous 
the  happy  hunting  grounds  of  the  Indians.  Mr. 
Brockway  first  arrived  in  Kansas  in  1869,  and  pur- 
chased a  claim  on  section  10,  in  what  is  now  Boone 
Township.  After  making  some  improvements  he 
sold  out  and  secured  his  present  property.  His 
native  place  was  in  Sehodack,  Rensselaer,  Co., 
N.  Y.,  and  the  'ate  of  his  birth  March  1,  1833.  He 
comes  of  an  old  family  who  had  settled  in  that 
State  during  the  Colonial  days,  his  father  being 
Chauncey  P.,  his  grandfather  Jesse,  and  his  great- 
grandfather Nathaniel  Brockway.  The  latter  was 
boru  April  3,  1748,  and  came  from  Dover  to  Seho- 
dack probably  in  1772,  He  was  poor  in  purse  and 
had  nothing  on  which  to  depend  save  the  labor  of 
his  hands,  but  by  industry  and  perseverance  suc- 
ceeded in  constructing  a  comfortable  homestead, 
and  left  to  his  descendants  not  only  the  heritage  of 
a  good  name  and  robust  health,  but  was  enabled  to 
give  each  of  his  children  a  farm.  He  followed  ag- 
ricultural pursuits,  and  became  the  owner  of  500 
acres  of  good  land.  Religiousl}',  he  was  a  Metho- 
dist. He  married  Sylvia  Hunter,  who  was  born 
Oct.  27,  1750,  and  to  them  there  were  born  nine 
children.  Both  Nathaniel  Brockway  and  his  wife 
lived  to  a  good  old  age,  she  dying  March  23.  1834, 
when  eighty. four  years  old,  and  he  surviving  until 
Sept.  7,  1838.  lie  was  over  ninety  years  of  age, 
and  during  the  latter  part  of  his  life  was  greatly 
afflicted,  being  nearlj'  blind  for  a  number  of  years. 
The  records  of  the  children  born  to  Nathaniel 
Brockway  and  his  wife  is  as  follows:  Dorcas,  born 
Aug.  25,  1769;  Stephen,  Jan.  21,  1772;  Wolston, 
March  31,  1775 ;  Jeremiah,  Dec.  17,  1777;  Nathan- 
iel, in  1779;  David,  Dec.  21,  1782;  Sylvia,  May  6, 
1785;  Jesse,  Jan.  30,  1788,  and  Lydia,  Oct.  27, 
1793.  Dorcas  l?rockwa3'  afterwards  became  Dorcas 
Hall  and  was  the  mother  of  five  sons  and  two 
daughters.  She  died  Feb.  25,  1861.  Stephen  mar- 
ried, was  the  father  of  four  sons  and  three  daugh- 
ters, and  passed  to  i-cst  Dec.  27,  1860.  Wolston 
also  established  family  ties  of  his  own,  having  two 
sons  and  nine  daughters.  He  died  Dec.  27,  1868. 
Jeremiah  died  Mav  2,  1837,  in  the  prime  of  life. 
To  him  and  his  wife  a  family  of  four  sons  and  six 
(laughters  had  been  burn.  David  closed  his  eyes  to 
tiie  scenes  of  earth    June  24,    1848.     Besides    his 
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wife,  his  family  comprised  two  sons  and  three 
daughters.  Sylvia  man-ied  a  Mr.  Porter,  and  thej' 
had  two  sons  and  seven  daughters.  Mrs.  Porter 
died  June  15,  1874.  Jesse  had  one  son  and  ten 
(laughters,  and  passed  from  earth  July  12,  1869. 

It  is  in  Jesse  Broekway  that  we  are  particularly 
interested,  as  he  is  the  grandfather  of  our  subject. 
He  was  born  and  reared  in  Rensselaer  County, 
N.  Y..  and  became  heir  of  a  part  of  the  old  home- 
stead. He  served  for  a  short  time  in  the  War  of 
1812.  He  added  to  the  property  given  him  and 
died  in  good  circumstances,  July  12,  1869,  after 
having  reached  his  eighty-first  year.  With  the  ex- 
ception of  two  3-ears  passed  with  his  father  in  Chat- 
ham. Columbia  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Jesse  Broekway  spent 
his  entire  life  on  three  adjoining  farms.  He  mar- 
ried a  Pennsylvania  lady,  Miss  Content  BuHington, 
who  w.as  born  April  3,  1786,  and  passed  from 
earthly  scenes  March  15,  1857.  The  following  is 
their  family  record  :  Chauncey  P.,  born  June  24, 
1807;  Lydia  Maria,  born  Aug.  9,  1808.  and  died 
Aug.  15,1888;Sylvia,born  May  25,  1810,  lived  only 
about  two  months;  Sally  Eliza,  born  July  8.  1811, 
and  lived  to  the  age  of  more  than  seventy-three 
3'ears;  Phebe,  born  March  10,  1813,  but  lived  only 
a  few  weeks;  Orpha  T.,  born  March  10,  1814,  died 
Oct.  25,  1867;  Olive  Ann,  born  Dec.  21,  1815,  and 
passed  to  rest  Aug.  28,  1883;  Deidamia  E.,  born 
July  22,  1818;  Dorcas  Ann,  Dee.  22,  1821; 
Mary  Jane,  Feb.  8,  1824;  Cynthia  E.,  born 
March  9,  1826,  died  Jan.  31.  1845.  Lydia  M. 
married  a  Mr.  Rosaback,  .and  their  family  comprised 
the  following  children:  Jane  Eliza,  Jesse  B.,  James 
H.,  Orpha  T.  Conklin.  Matthew  M.,  Mary  Jane, 
Jesse  B.,  Emily  F.,  Henrietta  E.,  and  Oeorge  B. 
Conklin.  Deidamia  E.(Brockw.ay)  Fosmire,  was  the 
mother  of  five  children,  namely:  Charles  H., 
Dorcas  Ann  Strever,  Esther  Content  Strevcr,  Mary 
Jane  Wade,  Deidamia  E.  B.  AVade. 

The  only  son  of  Jesse  Brockw.aj-  and  his  wife  was 
Chauncey  P.,  who  was  born,  reared  and  m.arried  in  I 
Schodack,  his  wife  being  Miss  Ruth  A.  Manning,  a  | 
native  of  Hyde  Park,  Dutchess  Co.,  N.  Y.  This  j 
lady  was  the  nineteenth  child  of  her  f.ather  by  his  I 
third  wife.  After  marriage  the  young  people  set-  | 
tied  down  upon  the  old  farm  in  Schodack  County, 
and  some  years  later,  in  1836,  removed  to   Clifton   | 


Park.  Saratoga  County,  where  they  sojourned  a 
number  of  3'ears.  Thoy  had  ten  children,  namely : 
Elcea,  born  Nov.  27.  1827,  and  the  wife  of 
Abr.am  Flagler:  Jesse  R.,  born  Dec.  11,  1829,  and 
died  M.arch  13,  1881;  Sylvia,  born  June  12,  1831, 
and  the  wife  of  Henry  M.  Best;  John  P., 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  w.as  born  March  1,  1833; 
Content,  born  Sept.  6,  1834,  became  the  wife  of 
H.  G.  Peck,  .and  passed  to  her  final  rest  in  1888; 
Charles  S.,  born  April  21,  1837,  died  in  inf.ancy; 
Cynthia  E.,  born  July  27,  1839,  married  S.  W. 
Pearsfill;  Albert  L.,  born  Sept.  11,1841,  m.arried 
M.ary  Simpson;  Arzelia.  born  Feb.  11.  1845.  died 
July  11,  1845;  Dora,  born  M.ay  30,  1851,  is  now 
the  wife  of  Philetus  Brown. 

On  the  8th  of  May,  1852,  Chanucey  Broekway 
and  his  sous,  Jesse  R.  and  John  P.  set  sail  at 
New  York  for  S.an  Francisco,  Cal.,  going  via  Cape 
Horn,  and  Landed  at  their  destination  October  19, 
following.  They  were  .accompanied  by  a  Mr.  Slater, 
and  after  their  arrival  on  the  Pacific  Slope  went 
into  the  mines  and  engaged  in  searching  for 
the  yellow  ore,  meeting  with  many  thrilling  experi- 
ences. The  father  of  our  subject  remained  in  that 
region  until  1881,  then  returned  to  his  old  haunts. 
Subsequently  he  came  West  and  is  now  living  with 
his  children  at  Junction  City,  this  St.ate,  being 
fourscore  years  of  age.  He  was  very  successful  as 
a  miner  and  can  tell  many  interesting  tales  of  life  in 
the  Wild  West. 

The  subject  of  tliis  sketch  likewise  sought  the 
Golden  State  prior  to  the  outbre.ak  of  the  Civil 
War,  and  on  the  5th  of  October,  1861,  enlisted  in 
Company  E.,  5th  California  Infantry,  under  Capt. 
Silas  P.  Ford  and  Col.  Kellogg.  Later  the  regiment 
w.as  in  command  of  Col.  Bowie.  They  were  as- 
signed mostly  to  duty  in  Arizona,  operating  among 
the  Indians,  guarding  certain  sections  of  the  coun- 
try and  the  overlnnd  stage  route,  also  scouting  in 
New  Mexico  and  Texas.  They  were  thus  actively 
engaged  in  keeping  the  Indians  in  subjection  and 
gaining  the  better  of  the  rebel  element  in  that  sec- 
tion, frequently  having  fights  and  skirmishes.  Mr. 
Broekway  escaped  unhnrmed  after  a  service  of 
four  years  and  two  months. 

After  his  discharge  at  Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico, 
Jan.  6,  1866,  Mr.  Brockw.ay  returned  to  his  native 
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State  overland,  and  tbence  the  same  year  set  out 
for  tlie  Northwest,  and  going  to  Watana,  Minn., 
engaged  in  buying  grain  for  a  year.  It  will  thus 
be  seen  that  he  has  had  a  wide  experience  on  the 
frontier,  meeting  all  kinds  of  men  and  frequently 
having  to  exercise  all  his  ingenuity  in  order  to 
keep  out  of  trouble.  For  one  year  he  was  Indian 
Agent  at  Fort  Buford,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Yellow- 
stone River  and  for  a  few  months  was  at  Fort  Peck, 
Mont. 

After  coming  to  Kansas  in  1869,  Mr.  Brockway 
took  unto  liimself  a  wife  and  helpmate,  being  mar- 
ried in  Mulberry  Township,  Clay  County,  to  Mrs. 
JaneE.  (Sorden)  Blue.  This  lady  was  born  in  Han- 
cock County,  Ohio,  whence  she  removed  to  Iowa 
with  her  parents  and  was  there  married  to  Orange 
Blue,  who  died  a  year  later  in  Iowa  County,  Iowa,  af- 
ter having  made  a  settlement  in  Mulberry  Township. 
Of  her  union  with  Mr.  Brockway  there  were  born 
seven  children,  one  of  whom,  Carrie  R.,  died  when 
seventeen  months  old.  The  survivors  are  Hattie 
J.,  Albert  L.,  John  C,  Ellsworth  B..  Lilian  R.  C, 
and  Alpha  M.  They  are  all  at  home  with  their 
parents. 

Mr.  Brockway  is  an  active  local  politician,  but 
not  an  office-seeker.  He  was  first  a  Whig,  later  a 
strong  Republican  until  the  presidential  contest  of 
1876,  after  which  he  gave  his  support  to  the  Dem- 
ocratic party.  He  now  uniformly  labors  with  that 
organization.  He  has  been  an  extensive  reader 
and  is  thoroughly  well  informed — one  of  those 
men  with  whom  an  hour  may  be  spent  pleasantly 
and  profitably'.  He  has  decided  views  in  regard  to 
questions  of  general  interest  and  is  held  in  higli 
esteem  in  the  community  where  he  has  so  long 
resided. 


^^l  NDREW  BRODEN.     The  attention  of  the 
(@fLl|    passing,! traveler  is  invariably  attracted  by 
I    '*    the  beautiful  country  home  of  this  gentle- 
^  man,which  is  located  in  Sherman  Township, 

Clay  County,  anil  which,  tastefully  finished  without 
and  cosily'furnished  within, reflects  great  credit  upon 
liie  master^hand  that  contrived  it.  The  residence 
is  commodious  and  conveniently  arranged,  adapted 


to  the  wants  of  a  large  family',  and  surrounded  by 
a  well-kept  lawn,  while  in  the  rear  are  the  granaries, 
a  good,  large  barn,  corn  cribs,  poultry  house  and 
other  outbuildings  that  contribute  to  the  material 
prosperity  of  a  farm  and  a  farmer.  The  estate  is 
neatly  fenced,  ciiiefly  with  hedge  and  wire,  while 
the  homestead  is  subdivided  into  nine  lots  for  the 
stock,  of  which  hs  feeds  quite  a  number,  making  a 
specialty  of  hogs  and  cattle,  though  he  also  owns 
some  good  horses. 

Mr.  Broden  is  the  son  of  Andrew  and  Christina 
Anderson,  who  were  residents  of  the  county  of  Bol- 
nas  in  the  northwestern  part  of  Sweden,  where 
their  son,  our  subject,  was  born,  on  the  24th 
of  June,  1830.  In  the  keen,  invigorating  air  of 
that  clime,  and  among  the  rocky  cliffs  and  moun- 
tains, he  passed  the  years  of  youth  and  grew  to  a 
sturdy,  robust  manhood.  He  was  reared  in  the 
faith  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  to  which  organiza- 
tion his  parents  adhered,  and  likewise  their  pro- 
genitors as  far  as  known. 

Feeling  that  the  New  World  contained  more  for 
him  than  the  over-cultivated  soil  and  over-crowded 
cities  of  the  Old  World,  Mr.  Broden,  in  1853,  de- 
termined to  emigrate  to  America.  Accordingly  in 
the  fall  of  that  year  he  set  sail  from  the  harbor  of 
Christiana,  the  capital  of  Sweden,  on  a  sailing-ves- 
sel, which  soon  became  disabled  and  drifted  by 
the  wind,  while  the  crew  gazed  helplessly  around, 
unable  to  manage  or  guide  it.  After  a  time  it 
floated  to  the  vicinity  of  Londonderry,  Ireland, 
where  the  passengers  were  transferred  to  a  steamer 
which  conveyed  them  to  Liverpool,  whence  they 
took  passage  by  packet  ship  for  New  York.  In  that 
city  they  landed  in  safety,  and  our  subject  then 
proceeded  to  Victoria,  111.,  where  he  arrived  eight- 
een weeks  after  he  had  embarked  at  Christiana. 
Upon  his  arrival  his  worldly  possessions  consisted 
of  only  $1,  which  amount  he  owed  to  a  man  wlio 
accompanied  him. 

A  man  who  is  willing  and  capable  will  seldom 
lack  work,  for  quick,  willing  and  clear-headed 
workers  are  everywliere  needed.  Thus  it  was  that 
our  subject  experienced  little  or  no  difficulty  in 
securing  labor  on  a  farm,  where  he  worked  by  the 
day  for  a  short  period,  and  afterward  was  employed 
on  a  railroad  in  Illinois;  in  Iowa  he   was  engaged 
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until  the  spring  of  1854  in  chopping  wood,  and 
then,  returning  to  Illinois  he  was  again  a  railroad 
emploj'ee  during  the  summer  months,  and  in  the 
winter  was  a  teamster  and  drove  a  coal  wagon. 
The  summer  of  1855  found  him  employed  on  a 
farm,  while  his  varied  fortunes  led  him  the  ensu- 
iiii;  year  to  labor  in  a  coal  mine. 

In  the  spring  of  1859  our  subject  started  out 
with  a  part}'  of  men  for  Pike's  Peak,  but  onlj-  pro- 
ceeded as  far  as  Ft.  Kearney,  Neb.;  then  turning 
backward  they  stopped  for  a  time  in  St.  Joseph, Mo., 
wliere  Mr.  Kroden  worked  on  a  farm  until  the  fol- 
lowing autumn.  Ho  did  not,  however,  remain  in 
tlif  West  but  retraced  his  steps  to  his  former  home 
in  Illinois,  where  he  was  a  miner  until  1862. 

In  the  meantime  the  gre.at  national  conflict  was 
exciting  popular  feeling,  and  even  foreigners  joined 
in  the  warfare  with  an  enthusiasm  and  determina- 
tion second  not  even  to  that  felt  by  native-born 
citizens.  Sharing  the  excitement  of  the  daj',  Mr. 
Broden,  August  14,  1862,  enlisted  in  Company  I., 
102d  Illinois  Infantry,  in  which  he  served  two 
years  and  a  half.  Wiien  participating  in  the  battle 
of  Resaca  he  was  wounded  in  the  right  foot  by  a 
gunshot,  and  on  this  account  was  discharged  Feb. 
7,  1865.  After  the  cessation  of  hostilities  he  re- 
turned to  Knox  County,  III.,  wliieli  was  his  home 
until  .June,  1869.  Not  being  entirely  satisfied  with 
prospects  in  Illinois,  he  determined  to  seek  a  home 
in  the  growing  West,  and  accordingly,  in  that  year, 
he  came  to  Kansas  and  homestcaded  eighty  acres  of 
his  present  farm,  and  later  gained  possession  of 
another  80-acre  tract  of  land  on  his  soldier  right. 
He  has  since  purchased  160  .additional  acres,  so  that 
he  now  owns  320  acres  in  this  farm,  all  being  fertile 
and  yielding  bountiful  harvests  to  the  careful  labor 
of  the  husbandman.  His  first  residence  was  a  log 
cabin, which  he  bought  in  Clay  Center  and  hauled  up 
to  his  farm,in  which  he  lived  for  three  years;  finding 
it  lonely,  however,  he  persuaded  Miss  Anna  Ed- 
ling,  a  native  of  Sweden  to  share  it  with  liim. 
They  were  united  in  marriage  Aug.  1.3,  1871,  and 
she  has  been  bis  faithful  helpmate  ever  since.  Mrs. 
Broden  was  a  resident  of  an  adjoining  county  in 
Sweden  to  that  in  which  our  subject  was  reared, 
and  was  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  A 
few  years  after  their  marriage  Mr.  Borden  built  a 


frame  addition  to  the  log  cabin,  and  this  was  their 
home  until  tlie  summer  of  1886.  Then  feeling  the 
necessity  of  a  more  commodious  and  convenient 
residence  he  erected  his  present  large  and  attractive 
home,  it  being  one  of  the  finest  in  the  township. 
Their  family  consists  of  eigiit  children,  namely : 
Edward,  Albertina,  John  P.,  William  P.,  Mattie, 
Minnie,  Mabel  and  Alex.  All  are  living  and  are 
receiving  the  benefits  of  good,  practical  educations. 
The}'  are  i-egular  attendants  of  the  Methodist 
Church  and  vSunday-school,  in  which  our  subject  is 
one  of  the  Trustees.  He  has  been  an  efficient  mem- 
ber of  the  School  Board  of  his  district  during 
almost  .all  the  period  of  his  residence  here,  and  po- 
liticall}'  votes  with  the  Republican  party.  As  a 
man  of  untiring  energy,  perseverance,  benevolence 
and  devotion  to  his  familj-,  Mr.  Borden  merits  and 
receives  the  respect  of  the  entire  community. 


^^'RTEMAS  C.    McKENNEY    came    in    the 
V^l    ®P''^"§J  °^  '^^"^  ^^  Grant  Township.  Wash- 
111  I*    ington    County,  and  purchased   160  acres 
^  of  land  on  section   14,  where  he  now  has 

one  of  the  finest  stock  farms  along  the  western  line 
of  the  county.  Prior  to  settling  on  his  farm  he 
kept  hotel  at  Haddam.  It  is  likewise  an  attractive 
homestead  with  everything  convenient  and  com- 
fortable, a  variety  of  fruit  trees,  a  good  frame 
house  and  a  substantial  barn.  The  fields  are  all 
well-fenced  and  the  soil  is  very  fertile.  Mr.  Mc- 
Kenney  came  to  this  State  in  the  fall  of  1869,  and 
homestetided  the  northeast  quarter  of  section  12, 
in  Little  Blue  Township,  where  he  improved  a 
good  farm,  which  he  sold  in  1884,  changing  then 
his  residence  to  his  present  quarters.  He  is  thor- 
ough and  skillful  as  an  agriculturist,  and  as  a 
member  of  the  community,  has  signalized  himself 
as  a  man  liberal  and  public-spirited,  giving  his 
encouragement  to  the  enterprises  calculated  for  the 
advancement  of  the  people  around  him. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Batavia, 
N.  Y.,  Dec.  28,  1842,  two  months  and  nine  days 
after  the  death  of  his  father.  Subsequently  his 
mother    removed   to   Orleans   County,    that    State, 
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where  she  lived  five  years,  and  where  Artemas  C. 
attended  the  common  school.  Mrs.  McKennej- 
was  then  married  to  Mr.  S.  Webster,  and  they  re- 
moved to  Niagara  County,  where  Artemas  C.  re- 
mained until  thirteen  years  old.  He  then  struck 
out  for  himself,  going  first  to  Locltport,  where  he 
entered  tlie  employ  of  H.  S.  Sherwood  to  learn  the 
trade  of  a  painter.  He  followed  this  in  Lockport 
and  Rochester  until  1860,  then  went  to  Wisconsin 
aiid  on  account  of  ill-health  abandoned  active 
labor  and  attended  school  at  Sauk  City  for  a  short 
time. 

We  next  find  young  McKenney  in  Sycamore,  111., 
where  he  followed  his  trade  until  September,  1861, 
then  enlisted  in  Company  L,  8th  Illinois  Cavalry, 
to  follow  the  fortunes  of  war.  He  went  with  .his 
regiment  directly  to  Washington  City,  and  within 
sixty  days  from  the  time  of  enlistment  was  facing 
the  enemy  at  Fairfax,  Va.,  and  took  part  in  the 
campaign  before  Richmond,  being  under  the  com- 
mand of  Gens.  Stoneman,  Averill,  Beaufort  and 
Kilpatrick.  His  regiment  had  the  honor  of  making 
seven  Brigadier  Generals.  Mr.  McKenney  was  with 
his  regiment  until  the  last  year  of  the  service,  when 
he  was  detailed  for  detached  duty  as  a  scout  and 
given  a  position,  ranking  as  Lieutenant.  He  took 
part  in  tlie  battles  of  Mechauicsville  and  Williams- 
burg, Gaines  Mills,  Savage  Station,  White  Oak 
Swamp,  Malvern  Hill,  South  Mountain,  Antietam, 
and  was  under  fire  for  twenty-one  days  from  Knox- 
ville  into  Virginia.  He  participated  in  many 
other  important  engagements,  and  at  the  expiration 
of  his  first  term  of  enlistment  veteranized,  and  after 
going  home  on  a  furlough,  returned  to  service  in 
Washington  City,  being  assigned  to  provost  duty. 
Later  he  was  sent  into  the  field  to  operate  against 
Mosby.  On  the  11th  of  October,  1864,  at  AVhite 
Plains,  Va.,  he  was  shot  through  the  joint  of  the 
right  arm  by  a  navy  revolver  in  the  hands  of  a 
rebel,  and  in  such  close  quarters  as  to  set  his  coat 
on  fire.  He  returned  the  attack  and  killed  !iis 
adversary.  Later  he  was  in  the  battle  of  Gettys- 
burg, when  for  three  hours  his  regiment  held  the 
front  and  lost  heavily-.  At  Muddy  Run  he  was 
one  of  400  who  were  surrounded,  and  had  to  charge 
directly  through  the  ranks  of  the  enemy.  After 
the  battle  of  Gettysburg  the  Union  troops  cut  oil' 


Lee's  armj^  and  the  regiment  in  which  our  subject 
was  engaged  had  a  severe  fight  at  Falling  Water, 
and  Mr.  McKenney  engaged  in  the  fights  at  Chan- 
cellorsville  and  Fredericksburg.  While  on  detached 
service  at  Fairfax  Court-house,  in  April,  1865,  he 
received  the  following  order: 

'•Headquarters  8th  Illinois  Cavalry, 

Bryanton,  Md..  April  26,  1865. 
Capt.  A.  C.  McKenney,  Company  L, 

8th  Illinois  Cavalry: 
"You  are  directed  to  take  two  men  and  scour 
the  country  within  a  circle  of  twenty  miles  of  this 
place  in  search  of  the  assassin  Booth  and  his  accom- 
plices— Surratt  and  Harold — giving  all  informa- 
tion to  negroes  that  will  induce  them  to  give 
intelligence  and  assist  in  their  apprehension.  You 
will  procure  forage  from  the  inhabitants,  taking 
their  names  in  writing  and  the  amount  of  forage 
furnished  and  report  any  information  promptly, 
which  is  reliable  and  which  may  require  the  action 
of  an  additional  force. 
By  order  of 

U.  R.  Clendenix. 

Lieutenant  Colonel. 

A.  McRlDDLER. 

Lieutenant  and  Acting  Adjutant. 

Acting  on  this  order,  Mr.  McKenne\'  with  his 
men  followed  Booth  to  Port  Tobacco,  where  the}- 
arrived  in  less  than  an  hour  after  he  had  crossed, 
tracing  him  to  Dr.  Mudd's  house,  and  thence  to 
Port  Tobacco.  Forced  to  relinquish  the  chase,  his 
command  being  on  the  Maryland  side,  a  squad  of 
men  on  the  Virginia  side  of  the  river  succeeded  in 
completing  the  capture.  At  the  close  of  the  war 
Mr.  McKinney  with  the  remaining  bo.vs  of  his 
regiment  was  ordered  to  St.  Louis,  where  they  were 
mustered  out  July  17, 1865,  and  thence  going  to  Clii- 
cago,Ill.,  received  their  honorable  discharge.  July 
22,  of  that  year,  Mr. McKenney  returned  to  Syca- 
more arid  worked  at  his  trade  until  1869.  In  the 
meantime  he  was  married  in  Febi'uar^',  1866,  to 
Miss  Vesta  A.,  daughter  of  John  and  Nancy  Atkin- 
son, the  former  of  whom  died  two  months  before 
the  birtii  of  his  daughter.  The  mother  was  sub- 
sequently married  to  George  M.  Kinyon. 

Mr.  and  Mr.  McKenney  have  become  the  par- 
ents of  six  children,  two  of  whom  died  in  infancy. 
The    eldest    living    is    a     daughter.   Blanche,    now 
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the  wife  of  J.  B.  Rowe,  of  Sedalia,  Mo.  Mrs. 
Rowe  is  well-linown  throughout  Missouri  and  ad- 
joiniug  States  as  an  expert  horsewoman,  riding 
and  driving  in  some  of  the  longest  races  of  from 
two  to  twenty  miles,  and  taking  many  premiums. 
.She  is  also  a  fine  scholar  and  a  school  teaelier. 
W.  Belmont  is  a  young  man  at  home  with  iiis  par- 
ents; Earl  W.  is  one  of  the  best  judges  of  live- 
stock in  Washington  County;  Artemas  C,  Jr., 
remains  under  the  parental  roof.  Mr.  McKenney 
has  always  made  a  business  of  shipping  stock,  and 
for  one  year  kept  the  hotel  at  Haddam,  which  he 
still  owns.  Politically,  he  is  a  thorougii  Repub- 
lican, and  takes  an  active  part   in  local  affairs. 

Upon  returning  from  tlie  army  Mr.  McKenney 
embarked  on  the  steamer '-Olive,"  witii  his  company 
and  about  1 1  o'clock  at  night  the  boat  struck  a 
snag  and  sank  in  thirty-five  feet  of  water.  She 
had  on  board  104  horses,  which  were  lost  together 
with  twelve  men.  Mr.  McKenney  jumped  over- 
board and  swam  three  and  one-fourtli  miles  from 
Tea  Table  Bar  to  Va.<cit's  Landing  before  he  could 
reach  terra  Jirma.  His  bunk  mate,  Lieut.  A.  W. 
Rundell,  went  down  after  leaving  the  boat.  His 
last  words  were,  •■good  bye  Art." 


^  TEPHEX  DOUGLASS,  junior  member  uf 
tiie  firm  of  Miller,  Douglass  &  Co.,  is,  wiLli 
his  partners,  conductingan  extensive  grain 
business  in  Clifton  and  vicinity,  operating 
two  elevators  at  this  place — the  Clifton  and  the 
Central  Branch.  The  iirm  takes  the  lead  among 
the  business  interests  of  this  section,  all  the  mem- 
bers being  men  of  enterprise  and  ability.  Besides 
those  at  Clifton  they  have  other  elevators  and  pur- 
chase grain  at  four  different  points,  namel3':  Dayton, 
Palmer,  Lyons  and  Morrow.  Having  control  of  the 
grain  business  in  this  section,  they  are  very  suc- 
cessful and  realize  handsome  profits.  Through 
their  extensive  and  well  directed  transactions  Clif- 
ton has  become  an  important  shipping  point  and 
probabl3^  takes  the  lead  in  this  connection  of  any 
town  in  this  part  of  the  State. 

Mr.    Douglass    has    been    a  resident  of  Clifton, 


since  1881  and  has  been  continuously  occupied  as 
a  grain  dealer.  In  former  years  he  operated  a 
farm  over  the  line  in  Sherman  Township,  Clay 
County,  where  he  homesteaded  160  acres  of  land. 
He  improved  this  and  then  traded  it  off  for  another 
farm  in  Strawberry  Township,  Washington  County. 
Of  this  he  still  remains  in  possession.  He  came  to 
Kansas  when  this  part  of  AVashington  County  was 
quite  new  and  he  has  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  it 
develop  into  the  homes  of  a  prosperous  and  intelli- 
gent people.  He  first  oeciqMed  himself  as  a  school 
teacher  until  taking  up  his  residence  in  Clifton. 
His  native  place  was  Urbana,  Steuben  Co.,  N.  Y., 
and  the  date  of  his  birth  March  2,  1842.  His  fa- 
ther, Albert  Douglass,  was  likewise  a  native  of  the 
Empire  State,  born  in  its  western  portion  and  was 
the  son  of  Stephen  A.  Douglass,  a  native  of  Scot- 
laud. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  came  to 
this  country  early  in  life  and  settled  in  Steuben 
County,  N,  Y.,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of 
his  days.  He  followed  the  peaceful  pursuits  of  farm 
life  and  it  is  believed,  lived  to  be  quite  aged.  His 
son,  Albert,  after  reaching  manhood  was  married  in 
his  native  county,  to  Miss  Jane  E.,  daughter  of  Jona- 
than Taylor,  who  lived  to  the  age  of  ninety-eight 
years.  He  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812 
and  later  engaged  in  farming  pursuits.  After  their 
marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Albert  Douglass  took  up 
their  abode  on  a  farm  where  the  father  died  at  tlie 
age  of  forty-eight  years.  He  was  a  man,  honest 
and  upright  in  his  dealings  and  a  highly  esteemed 
member  of  the  community.  The  mother  is  yet  liv- 
ing on  the  old  homestead  and  is  aged  about  seventv' 
years.  Both  she  and  her  husband  united  with  the 
Baptist  Church  while  in  their  prime. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  remained  a  member  of 
the  parental  household  which  included  three  sons 
and  three  daughters.  He  was  given  a  practical  ed- 
ucation in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  county- 
and  being  attentive  to  his  books,  fitted  himself  for 
teaching,  which  profession  he  followed  while  still 
under  the  home  roof.  He  was  married  in  his  na- 
tive county  to  Miss  Josephine  Smith,  who  was  born 
in  Western  New  York  in  1838.  Mrs.  Douglass  was 
the  daughter  of  James  and  Sarah  (  Smith  )  Smitli 
who  came  to  Kansas  in  1884  and  taking  up   a  Uaci 
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of  new  land  improved  a  farm  upon  which  they 
lived  until  the  death  of  Mr.  Smith  in  the  spring  of 
1889.  Mrs.  Smith  is  still  living  in  the  city  of  Clif- 
ton and  is  now  well  advanced  in  years. 

Mrs.  Douglass  was  carefully  reared  by  her  excel- 
lent mother,  becoming  versed  in  all  housewifely 
duties  and  attending  the  common  school  until  ap- 
proaching womanhood.  Of  her  union  with  our 
subject  there  have  been  born  three  children — Ar- 
bell,  James  A.  and  Stephen  C.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Douglass  are  members  in  good  standing  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church,  in  which  Mr.  Douglass  officiates  as 
Clerk  and  is  one  of  the  chief  pillars.  Politically, 
he  is  a  sound  Republican,  but  beyond  discharging 
the  duties  of  some  of  the  local  offices,  has  no  desire 
for  the  cares  and  responsibilities  of  public  life. 


^■^- 
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i-lLLIAM  M.  PITMAN.  Among  those 
things  which  make  the  world  of  men  inter- 
esting, is  the  fact  that  every  individual 
possesses  some  marked  trait  of  character.  Some 
are  ambitious  of  gam,  some  sigh  for  honors  and  pre- 
ferment, while  others  have  a  peculiar  affection  for 
home  and  country.  One  of  the  marked  qualities  in 
the  character  of  Mr.  Pitman,  is  his  patriotism 
which  seems  to  have  been  born  within  him,  and 
which  there  is  no  doubt  will  cling  to  him  as  long 
as  he  has  a  being.  During  the  progress  of  the 
Civil  War  he  saw  service  of  the  most  rugged  char- 
acter as  a  soldier  of  the  United  States  army.  He 
lived  in  a  section  of  country  favorable  to  secession, 
but  he  had  from  his  cradle  imbibed  those  principles 
which  compelled  him  to  favor  the  preservation  of 
the  Union,  and  during  the  early  part  of  the  war  he 
was  a  marked  man  in  iiis  community,  and  suffered 
much  because  of  his  openly-avowed  sentiments. 
He  has  happily  lived  to  witness  the  triumph  of  the 
principles  for  which  he  fought,  and  no  man  living- 
takes  more  solid  satisfaction  from  this  condition  of 
affairs. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  vvas  a  native  of  Jackson 
County,  Ala.,  but  was  from  his  youth  a  resident  of 
Tennessee.  He  was  born  March  29,  1836,  and  is  the 


son  of  Moses  and  Sarah  (Clark)  Pitman,  who  were 
likewise  natives  of  that  State.  They  were  there  reared 
and  married,  and  there  the  mother  died  about  fifty 
years  ago.  The  father  subsequently' was  remarried 
in  Alabama,  but  remained  a  resident  of  Tennessee 
until  after  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War.  He  then 
removed  to  Washington  County,  Mo.,  where  he 
continued  during  the  agitation,  and  the  fighting  in 
the  Southwest,  and  died  there  in  September,  1888. 
Prior  to  his  removal  west  of  the  Mississippi,  he  had 
served  under  Gen.  Jessup  in  the  Seminole  War. 
Of  his  first  marriage  there  were  born  four  children, 
and  William  M.  is  the  only  survivor. 

Mr.  Pitman  studied  his  first  lessons  in  the  old 
school-house  in  Tennessee,  and  remained  with  his 
father  until  a  young  man  of  twenty-four  years, 
being  employed  in  fArming  pursuits.  In  1862  he 
was  conscripted  into  the  rebel  army,  and  kept  there 
against  his  will  for  a  couple  of  months,  when  he  de- 
serted at  the  first  opportunity,  and  remained  in 
hiding  until  Gen.  Rosecrans'  army  came  into  that 
vicinity.  He  was  then  made  a  willing  captive,  and 
sent  first  to  Louisville,  Ky.,  and  afterward  to  Camp 
Chase.  Finally  he  was  sent  to  Rock  Island,  111., 
and  enlisted  in  the  2d  United  States  Infantry,  in 
which  he  served  one  year.  His  regiment  was  sent 
out  on  the  plains  after  the  Indians,  and  saw  much 
hard  service.  After  a  number  of  months  thus  oc- 
cupied, and  the  war  being  practically  ended,  Mr. 
Pitman  received  his  honorable  discharge,  after  hav- 
ing made  a  record  of  which  he  may  well  be  proud. 

Upon  retiring  from  the  service,  Mr.  Pitman  re- 
paired to  Bond  County,  111.,  where  he  sojourned 
two  years,  working  on  a  farm.  In  the  meantime 
he  was  married  April  3,  1866,  to  Mrs.  Jane  (Pane) 
Reed,  who  was  born  in  Bond  County,  in  1830. 
The  following  year,  1867,  they  came  to  this  State, 
and  settled  on  the  farm  which  they  now  own  and 
occupy.  Mr.  Pitman  revisited  the  Prairie  State  in 
1873,  but  his  preference  is  for  the  land  west  of  the  ' 
Mississippi.  To  him  and  his  estimable  wife  there 
have  been  born  five  children,  but  only  two  are  liv- 
ing, Mary  Emeline  and  James  Albert. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pitman  are  members  in  good  stand- 
ing of  the  Baptist  Church,  attending  services  at 
Washington,  Kan.  Air.  Pitman  as  a  Union  soldier, 
was  a  menilier  of    .Johnson  Post.  G.  A.  11.,  at  Han- 
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over,  which  has  now  been  disbanded.  He  takes  a 
genuine  interest  in  the  political  issues  of  the  day, 
and  belongs  to  the  Democratic  party,  although  in 
local  elections  he  aims  to  support  the  man  whom  he 
considers  best  qualified  to  serve  the  interests  of  the 
people.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the  School 
Board  for  several  j-ears,  and  also  officiated  as  Road 
Overseer.  His  snug  homestead  embraces  cigbty 
acres  of  land  on  section  31,  where,  without  any  pre- 
tentions to  elegance,  he  lives  simply  and  comfort- 
ably, and  at  peace  with  his  neighliors. 


^=H=#=f+»- 


/p^EORGE  W.  CAMPBELL,  Clerk  of  Court, 
[11  (— -  Eiley  County,  a  gentleman  of  talent,  abil- 
''^^41  it}',  and  high  personal  character,  is  consid- 
ered a  decided  acquisition  to  the  citizenship  of 
Manhattan,  where  he  has  taken  up  his  residence. 
His  portrait  which  appears  on  another  page,  is  in 
like  manner  an  important  acquisition  to  this  vol- 
ume. He  was  born  in  Jersey  City,  N.  J.,  Feb.  3, 
1849,  a  son  of  George  P.  and  Eliza  A.  (Watson) 
Campbell,  natives  respectively  of  New  York  and 
New  Jersey.  Tiie  paternal  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  a  pioneer  of  Washtenaw  County,  Mich., 
where  he  bought  a  Ifirge  tract  of  laud  in  the  midst 
of  the  primeval  forests,  cleared  and  improved  a 
fine  farm,  and  was  a  resident  there  until  death, 
having  accumulated  in  the  meantime  a  handsome 
property. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  reared  in  Michi- 
gan, and  when  he  attained  to  manhood,  ambitious  to 
secure  a  better  education  and  to  see  something  of  the 
world,  he  left  the  old  homestead,  though  his  fatiier 
wislied  him  to  stay  at  home,  and  thus  forfeited 
his  share  of  his  father's  wealth.  He  proceeded  to 
visit  the  P^ast,  and  we  next  hear  of  him  as  teaching 
school  on  Long  Island  and  elsewhere.  He  finally 
learned  the  daguerrean's  art,  and  going  to  Helena, 
Ark.,  opened  a  gallery  there,  and  was  conducting  a 
successful  business,  when  lie  was  stricken  with  a 
fever  in  1852.  and  his  promising  career  was  soon 
closed  liy  death,  while  lie  was  yet  in  inanliiidd's 
prime.      He  w.as  a  man  of  much  cMlliUf  and   i>t    re- 


fined tastes,  a  gentleman  and  a  scholar,  whom  to 
know  was  to  respect  .and  honor.  By  his  untimely 
death,  his  wife  was  left  with  two  children  to  care 
for,  our  subject  and  his  brother  Louis,  the  latter  of 
whom  died  in  Leavenworth,  in  1859. 

At  the  time  of  her  husband's  death,  Mrs.  Camp- 
bell was  in  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  with  her  children. 
She  bravely  shouldered  the  responsibility  of  their 
support,  and  removing  to  Cincinnati,  shortly  after, 
she  managed  a  boarding  house  there  with  good  suc- 
cess for  some  years.  In  1857  she  boldly  resolved 
to  face  the  dangers  and  hardships  of  life  on  tiie 
frontier,  believing  that  she  could  utilize  her  educa- 
tion where  school  te.ichers  were  so  much  neeilcd  by 
the  intelligent,  heroic,  determined,  thrifty  class  of 
men  and  women  who  wei-e  bravely  struggling  to 
maintain  their  rights  on  the  soil  of  Kan.sas.  and  to 
gain  its  admission  into  the  Union  as  a  free  State. 
AVith  her  children  she  embarked  on  a  steamer  on 
the  Ohio,  and  proceeding  to  Leavenworth  in  the 
Territory'  of  Kansas,  she  secured  a  position  .as 
teacher  in  one  of  the  schools  of  that  city,  thus  be- 
coming a  pioneer  of  the  profession  in  Kans.as. 
With  characteristic  foresight  and  good  judgment 
she  bought  a  share  in  the  town  site  of  Manhattan 
in  1859,  and  in  1860  came  to  this  cit}'  from  Leaven- 
worth on  a  stage,  and  located  lier  propert3'. 

Mrs.  Caniijbell  subsequent!}'  went  to  Ft.  Riley, 
and  thence  returned  to  Leavenworth,  and  in  1860 
retraced  her  w.aj-  eastward,  and  took  up  lier  resi- 
dence in  New  York  City,  where  she  resided  until 
1863.  In  that  year  she  again  made  her  home  in 
Cincinnati,  and  went  into  business  tiiere,  opening 
a  book  and  news  store,  and  a  circulating  library, 
which  she  managed  with"  her  usual  success  until 
18G6.  She  then  once  more  became  a  resident  of 
Kansas,  living  in  Manhattan  until  1868,  when  she 
opened  a  book  store  and  a  millinery  establishment 
in  Ogden,  and  has  ever  since  been  prosperoush'  en- 
gaged in  business  there.  Soon  after  going  there. 
she  bought  a  lot  in  the  city  and  erected  a  neat  and 
tasty  dwelling  on  it,  and  afterward  invested  some 
money  in  a  homestead  of  thirty-seven  acres  near 
Ogdcn,  whicii  she  still  owns,  and  which  has  greatly 
incrensed  in  value  since  it  came  into  her  posses- 
sion, not  only  onaccountof  improvements  thatslie 
has  niiide,  liul  also  on  account  of   the    rise   in    the 
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valuation  of  real  estate.  Mrs.  Campbell  is  a  woman 
of  rare  tact  and  business  capacity,  combined  with 
more  than  ordinary  energy  and  force  of  character, 
and  her  present  prosperous  circumstances  are  due 
solely  to  her  own  exertions. 

Her  son  George  W.,  of  whom  we  write,  was  given 
good  educational  advantages,  attending  school  in 
Leavenworth,  afterward  being  a  pupil  in  the  public 
schools  of  New  York  City,  and  later  of  Cincinnati. 
During  his  residence  in  the  latter  city,  he  assisted 
his  mother  in  her  store,  and  also  acted  as  her  clerk 
in  Manhattan.  After  their  removal  to  Ogden,  lie 
built  his  mother's  house,  and  also  erected  buildings 
on  the  homestead.  In  1875  he  bought  the  stock 
and  building  of  a  druggist  in  Ogden,  paying  for  it 
in  instalments,  and,  adding  a  stock  of  general  mer- 
chandise, continued  to  carry  on  an  extensive  and 
flourishing  business  until  1889.  In  1887  his  store 
and  stock  were  destroyed  by  fire,  but  with  charac- 
teristic enterprise  he  immediately  renewed  his 
stock,  and  opened  a  store  in  an  adjoining  building. 
In  1889  he  turned  over  his  stock  to  Charles  East- 
man, who  is  acting  as  iiis  agent  in  business.  He 
having  been  elected  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  Riley 
County  the  year  before,  his  duties  in  that  office  pre- 
cluded the  possibility  of  close  attention  to  the  man- 
agement of  his  store. 

Mr.  Campbell  was  married  in  1878,  to  Miss  Jane 
F.  Palish,  a  native  of  Canada,  and  a  daughter  of 
Lewis  and  Laura  Parish,  early  settlers  of  Rile^' 
County.  Tla-ee  children  have  been  born  of  this 
marriage — Clarence  C,  Laura  J.,  and  Louie  M. 
Mr.  Campl)ell  is  a  man  of  fine  mental  endowments, 
who  without  wealth  or  influence  has  won  for  him- 
self an  honorable  position  in  the  history  of  this 
county.  By  a  singularly  blameless  and  upright  life, 
he  has  gained  the  confidence  of  all  with  whom  he 
associates,  his  career  as  a  business  man,  as  a  public 
officer,  and  as  a  private  individual  being  without 
blemish.  While  he  was  a  resident  of  Ogden,  he 
took  an  active  part  in  the  administration  of  its  gov- 
ernment, served  as  a  member  of  the  City  Council, 
and  was  City  Treasurer.  For  several  years  he  was 
a  member  of  the  Union  Sunday-school  of  that  uit}-. 
He  has  always  been  an  earnest  supporter  of  the  Re- 
publican part3',  interesting  himself  much  in  politics. 
He  and   his  wife  sustain   pleasant  social   relations 


with  the  best  people  in  Manhattan,  and  in  their  at- 
tractive home  they  dispense  a  charming  hospitality 
with  characteristic  tact  and  geniality. 


RS.  MARY  N.  CHAPLIN  is  one  of  the 
oldest  settlers  of  Exeter  Township,  Cla}' 
County,  owning  and  occupying  160  acres 
of  land  on  section  9.  She  is  a  native 
of  Portland,  Me.,  where  her  eyes  opened  to  the 
light  March  4,  1825,  she  being  a  daughter  of 
Benjamin  and  Sarah  (  Lunt )  Thomes.  Both  her 
parents  were  born  in  the  city  of  her  nativity,  her 
paternal  ancestors  being  Irish  and  the  maternal  an- 
cestry in  all  probability  Englisli.  Her  grandfather 
Lunt  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  and 
her  father  participated  in  the  War  of  1812.  Eight 
children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomes,  two 
of  whom — Benjamin,  living  in  Bangor.  Me.,  and 
the  lady  of  whom  we  write,  still  survive. 

Mrs.  Chaplin  was  reared  to  maturity  in  her  na- 
tive State  and  having  lost  her  •  father  when  but 
eleven  years  old,  she  made  her  home  in  the  family 
of  her  brother  and  other  relatives.  Her  mother  was 
spared  to  her  until  the  fall  of  1871,  when  she  too 
breathed  her  last.  In  Massachusetts,  Jan.  15, 
1844,  Miss  Mary  N.  Thomes  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Frederick  Brocklebank,  1)3'  whom  she  had  one 
son — Frederick.  Some  time  after  Mr.  Brockle- 
bank's  death,  she  married  Jacob  Chaplin,  the  rites 
of  wedlock  being  celebrated  between  them  May  1, 
1860. 

Mr.  Chaplin  was  born  in  New  Brunswick,  and 
in  1867,  with  his  wife  and  family  moved  to  Tona- 
wanda,  N.  Y.,  where  they  remained  until  the  spring 
of  1870,  when  they  emigrated  to  this  county.  Here 
Mr.  Chaplin  homesteaded  160  acres  of  land  on 
which  not  a  furrow  had  been  turned,  and  which 
required  energy  and  perseverance  to  make  of  it  a 
good  farm.  Mr.  Chaplin  was  a  hard  working  and 
honest  man,  endeavoring  to  follow  the  Golden 
Rale  in  his  dealings  with  mankind  and  possessing 
the  clear  judgment  which  made  his  advice  and 
counsel  sought  by  many  about  him.  He  was  a 
kind  and  loving  fatlier  and    liusband,  laboring  for 
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the  comfort  and  social  and  educational  advantages 
of  the  family.  His  death,  whicli  occurred  Jan  8, 
1874  not  only  removed  from  the  family  circle  a 
well  beloved  parent  and  companion,  but  from 
among  the  citizens  of  Clay  County,  one  who  was 
highly  respected  by  all  who  knew  him  and  who  is 
greatly  missed  by  neighbors  and  fellowmen.  Mr. 
Chaplin  was  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order. 

We  insert  the  following  from  a  local  paper  in  re- 
gard to  his  life  and  character: 

••  Jacob  Chaplin,  anotiier  of  the  pioneers  of  Clay 
County,  has  gone.  He  died  at  his  residence  in 
Exeter  Township,  on  the  8th  instant.  The  de- 
ceased was  an  old  settler  in  this  count}-,  and  since 
his  residence  with  us,  has  always  been  an  honest, 
hard  working  man,  and  had  by  hard  labor  and-close 
economy,  just  begun  to  reap  the  benefit  of  his  years 
of  privation  and  hardships.  His  illness  was  of 
short  duration,  and  his  death  will  be  unexpected 
by  his  numerous  friends,  of  whom  few  men  had 
more,  and  we  chronicle  the  above  event  with  no 
common  emotions  of  grief  and  veneration,  at  the 
departure  of  a  man  and  a  citizen,  who  bore  himself 
in  a  long  and  eventful  life  without  reproach,  and 
on  whose  grave  no  flower  will  bloom  except  those 
nourished  by  love  and  friendship.  His  departure 
was  not  long  delaj'ed,  and  earth  was  loath  to  spare 
the  presence  of  so  good  and  pure-minded  a  man  ; 
but,  at  last  the  taper  went  out,  leaving  no  shadow 
of  pain  upon  the  brow,  and  as  we  think  of  the 
death  of  a  harmless  child  of  a  year  old,  when  taken 
to  Heaven,  we  think  of  him,  in  his  last  hours.  As 
one  of  a  class  of  men,  to  whom  we  would  refer  with 
no  invidious  comparison  with  other  generations, 
Mr.  C.  was  always  a  gentleman.  We  never  knew 
a  single  word  to  pass  his  lips  that  was  calculated  to 
wound  the  feelings  of  a  human  being.  Although 
he  did  not  boast  of  his  philanthropy,  from  the 
depth  of  his  heart,  he  wished  his  fellows  well.  To 
a  solid  intelligence  he  united  the  most  inflexible  in- 
tegrity, the  most  lofty  sense  of  justice  and  the 
stanchest  devotion  to  every  duty  in  life.  A  Chris- 
tian, an  honest  man  ;  no  man  has  ever  lived  a  purer 
or  more  blameless  life.  Upon  no  act  of  baseness, 
iramoralit}^  corruption,  or  dishonor,  no  man  ever 
can  put  his  linger."' 

To.  Mr.   and    iNIrs.    Chaplin    four  chihlren   were 


born— Hattie  N.,  wife  of  Homer  Spence  ;  Mary  L., 
wife  of  John  A.  Ross  ;  Ernest,  deceased  ;  and 
Nellie  J.,  a  public  school  teacher.  Mrs.  Chaplin, 
since  the  death  of  her  husband  has  been  successfully 
managing  the  estate  and  continuing  the  work  which 
her  companion  had  there  begun.  She  is  one  of  the 
oldest  residents  of  Exeter  Township,  and  is  highly 
regarded  for  her  kindly  nature,  her  firm  principles 
and  her  years  of  useful  womanhood.  Mr.  Chaplin 
was  first  married  to  Miss  Harriet  Yates,  of  this  union 
there  were  five  children  born,  but  only  two  are 
living,  as  follows:    Eugenie  V.  and  Mariah  A. 


ANIEL  BLOCHER,  late  a  prominent 
resident  of  Mill  Creek  Township,  was  one 
of  the  first  settlers  in  this  region,  and 
became  a  very  successful  farmer,  leaving 
an  estate  of  over  1,000  acres  at  his  death,  which 
occurred  Dec.  24,  1884.  The  family  residence  is 
a  neat  frame  structure,  situated  on  a  rise  of  ground 
and  commanding  a  fine  view  of  the  surrounding 
country.  The  farm  is  considered  one  of  the  best 
in  Washington  County,  being  well  cultivated  and 
improved  with  good  buildings.  It  is  managed  b}- 
Mrs.  Blocher,  a  very  bright,  intelligent  and  well- 
educated  lady,  possessing  rare  business  abilities. 
She  is  a  self-reliant,  independent  woman,  cajjable 
of  managing  her  own  concerns,  and  presides  over 
her  home  with  grace  and  dignity.  The  dwelling  is 
tastefully  furnished,  and  the  cultivated  tastes  of 
the  mistress  are  indicated  in  an  admirable  manner 
b}-  a  well-chosen  library  of  standard  works  and 
current  literature.  Mrs.  Blocker  likewise  possesses 
fine  musical  tastes,  which  she  finds  time  to  indulge 
in,  and  makes  it  a  point  to  devote  a  portion  of  her 
time  to  reading.  The  home  is  a  model  one  in  all 
respects,  and  is  the  frequent  resort  of  the  cultured 
people  in  this  part  of  the  county. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  was  born  Jan.  3, 1835. 
in  Cumberland,  Md.  Upon  arriving  at  man's 
estate  he  allied  himself  with  tiie  Republican  party, 
and  came  to  Kansas  in  full  sympathy  with  those 
who  were  determined  that  her  fertile  prairies 
should    never    resound   to    the  crack  of   the  slave 
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driver's  lash,  or  be  cultivated  by  the  unpaid  toil  of 
human  beings  held  as  chattels.  The  day  of  his 
arrival  in  Washington  County — July  4,  1858 — 
was  a  most  appropriate  one  for  the  beginning  of 
an  honorable  and  useful  career.  The  Indian  was 
liere  yet,  and  while  he  protested  he  was  "a  good 
Indian,"  there  was  no  knowing  at  what  moment  he 
might  take  to  the  war  path,  and  leave  death, 
mourning  and  desolation  in  his  wake. 

It  required  courage,  fortitude  and  the  enduring- 
qualities  of  the  truly  earnest  manhood  to  which  our 
country  owes  so  much,  to  face  the  dangers,  hard- 
ships and  privations  of  those  early  days,  and  to 
la3^  the  foundations  of  the  grand  commonwealth 
that  is  now  the  home  of  a  happy  and  prosperous 
people.  Mr.  Blocher  bravely  stood  the  test  of 
those  trying  times.  He  set  himself  to  work  to  rear 
his  home  in  the  midst  of  both  dangers  and  discour- 
agements, and  he  steadfastly  adhered  to  habits  of 
industry,  integrity  and  honesty,  until  he  was  re- 
warded with  success,  and  was  enabled  to  take  his 
place  among  the  well-to-do  and  representative  men 
of  Washington  County. 

The  parents  of  Daniel  Blocher  were  John  and 
Mary  (Musselman)  Blocher,  natives  of  Pennsylva- 
nia and  descendants  of  German  ancestry.  Thej' 
were  frugal  and  industrious  people,  training  their 
children  to  honesty  and  sobriety,  believing  these  to 
be  the  best  equipment  for  honorable  and  useful 
lives.  John  Blocher  was  a  farmer,  and  Jiis  sons,  as 
fast  as  they  grew  old  enough,  were  made  acquainted 
with  tlie  mysteries  of  practical  agriculture.  They 
gained  their  knowledge  of  farming  between  the 
handles  of  the  plow,  where  their  frames  were 
strengthened  and  their  muscles  hardened  by  the 
more  exacting  toil  of  their  manhood  years. 

Eleven  children  were  born  to  Jolin  and  Mary 
Blocher,  the  eldest  of  whom,  a  son.  Christian,  mar- 
ried Miss  Anna  Coon,  is  the  father  of  a  grown 
family,  and  resides  on  a  farm  in  Alleghany  County, 
Md.;  Fannj' is  the  wif e  of  Elias  Whitsell ;  Andrew 
married  Miss  Nancy  Layman  ;  Susan  married  Sam- 
uel Gaurliz;  she  and  her  husband,  who  was  a 
farmer,  are  botli  deceased,  dying  in  Alleghany 
County,  Md.,  where  Fanny  and  Andrew  still  live. 
John,  married  Mary  J.  Layman,  and  died  in  ISSC), 
leaving   two   children;    Barbara    is  the  widow    of 


Michael  Durst;  she  and  her  children  reside  in 
Alleghany  County,  Md.;  Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of 
Hanson  Brown,  who  died  in  Maryland;  George  lives, 
owns  and  operates  a  farm  in  Alleghany  County, 
Md.  He  is  a  bachelor;  Jacob  is  in  Mill  Creek 
Township.  Kan.,  and  operates  a  farm  ;  Jacob  came 
to  Kansas  in  1858,  and  is  one  of  the  oldest  sur- 
viving pioneers  of  Washington  County:  he  married 
Miss  Emeline  Edwards,  and  the3'  are  the  parents  of 
nine  living  children. 

Coming  to  Kansas,  in  1858  Daniel  Blocher  set- 
tled in  Mill  Creek  Township,  on  160  acres  of  land, 
which  is  included  in  the  estate  left  by  him  at  his 
death.  This  land  he  improved  and  cultivated 
rapidly,  and  soon  obtained  recognition  as  one  of 
the  most  thrifty  and  industrious  farmers  of  this 
region.  During  the  first  few  years  the  nearest 
market  was  at  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  from  which  place, 
goods,  wares,  arms,  tools  and  similar  commodities 
and  provisions,  such  as  were  needed  by  the  settlers, 
were  transported  overland  in  wagons.  This  was  a 
tedious  process  even  iu  summer  but  in  winter, 
when  the  perils  of  prairie  blizzards  were  added,  as 
well  as  the  danger  of  crossing  the  Missouri  River 
on  the  ice,  it  became  one  that  tried  the  courage  and 
endurance  of  the  hardiest  and  strongest  of  the 
settlers.  Neighbors  were  few  and  far  between,  and 
school  and  church  privileges  were  almost  unknown. 
The  people  of  those  days,  however,  were  helpful 
and  neighborly,  and  there  was  a  general  desire 
among  them  to  assist  each  other. 

On  the  5th  of  March,  1868,  Daniel  Blocher  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Margaret  Swan.  Six 
children  were  the  result  of  this  union,  all  but  two 
of  whom,  Justin  E.  and  Grace  L.,  died  in  infancy. 
Justin  is  unmarried  and  resides  with  his  uncle,  Mr. 
Isaac  Edwards;  Grace  L.  lives  with  her  stepmother, 
Mrs.  Cora  (Evans)  Blocher.  Mrs.  Margaret  (Swan) 
Blocher  departed  this  life  May  4,  1880.  Mr. 
Blocher's  second  marriage  took  place  Oct.  27,  1881, 
with  Miss  Cora  Evans.  This  lady  is  the  daughter 
of  Milton  and  Naomi  (Maple)  I>ans,  natives  of 
Lewis  County,  Ky.,  in  which  county  their  daugh- 
ter Cora  was  also  born. 

Mrs.  Cora  Blocher  was  one  of  eleven  children, 
the  eldest  of  whom,  Emily  A.,  married  John  Mc- 
Earin,  a  tanner,  became  the  mother  of  eight  chil- 
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dren  and  died  in  Hillsboio,  Ohio,  at  the  age  of 
forty-seven  years;  David  M.  married  a  Miss  Lash- 
brook,  of  Lewis  County,  Ky.;  he  is  the  fatlier  of 
four  children  and  lives  in  Washington  County,  this 
State;  Daniel  AV.,  a  resident  of  Tacoma,  Wash.,  mar- 
ried Miss  Ellen  McCoUuni,  and  is  the  father  of  one 
child;  he  occupies  himself  as  a  mill  superintendent; 
Mary  L.,  the  wife  of  L.  W.  Prior,  is  the  mother 
of  three  children  and  resides  in  Clark  County.  Mo. ; 
Julia  L.  married  G.  M.  Fhomas,  is  the  mother  of 
eight  children,  and  lives  near  Washington,  this 
State;  America  E,  married  W.  L.  Collins,  is  the 
mother  of  eight  children,  and  resides  on  a  farm 
near  Pierre,  Dak.;  Henry  C.  was  graduated  from 
Westminster  College,  and  is  a  minister  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church,  also  President  of  the  Synodical 
College  at  Fulton,  Callaway  Co.,  Mo.;  he  married 
Miss  Elida  Scott,  and  has  two  children;  Cora,  Mrs. 
Blocher,  was  the  eighth  child;  Willie  R.  married 
6.  T.  Clavenger;  he  is  a  farmer  living  near 
Washington  and  they  have  two  children;  Isabel  II. 
is  the  wife  of  O.  L.  Taylor,  a  banker  of  Haddam, 
and  they  have  one  child;  Winona  is  unmarried  and 
makes  her  home  with  Henry  C,  in  Fulton,  Mo. 

When  Mrs.  Blocher  was  about  twelve  years  old 
her  parents  removed  to  Manchester,  Ohio,  where 
she  attended  the  city  schools.  Later  the3-  pushed 
on  to  the  Southwest,  settling  in  Luray,  Clark  Co., 
Mo.  Miss  Cora  attended  the  Academy  at  La- 
Grange,  Lewis  County,  that  State,  and  also  pursued 
her  studies  at  the  High  School  at  Keokuk,  Iowa. 
She  was  deprived  of  her  mother  by  death  when 
fifteen  years  of  age,  and  her  father  died  five  years 
later.  She  fitted  herself  for  a  teacher,  and  in  1876 
came  to  Mill  Creek  Township,  Kan.,  where  she 
taught  school.  On  Oct.  27,  1881,  she  was  married 
to  Daniel  Blocher,  and  there  was  born  to  them  one 
child,  who  died  in  infancy.  L^pon  becoming  a 
widow  she  was  left  with  her  two  step-children,  as 
heir  to  an  estate  which  at  the  time  of  Mr.  Blocher's 
death  comprised  1.080  acres  of  land.  She  retained 
the  family  residence  and  520  acres,  the  two  chil- 
dren— Justin  and  Grace  L. — taking  560  acres. 
The  homestead  in  all  respects  is  one  of  the  finest  in 
Mill  Creek  Townshij),  having  about  it  that  air  of 
solidity  and  comfort  indicative  of  ample  means 
and  the  refinements  of  modern  life.     It  stands  as  a 


monument  to  the  genius  and  industry  of  its  pro- 
jector, and  the  name  of  Daniel  Blocher  could  not 
be  perpetuated  in  a  more  worthy  manner  than  that 
by  which  his  widow  is  keeping  up  the  homestead 
and  teaching  not  only  his  children,  but  all  who 
knew  him,  to  hold  his  name  in  kindly  remembrance. 


PREDERICK  A.  SMITH  is  a  well-known 
stock-raiser  and  farmer  in  Exeter  Town- 
ship, Clay  County,  where  he  is  successfully 
carrying  on  both  occupations,  being  now  the  own- 
er of  480  acres  of  land  under  excellent  cultiva- 
tion. He  owns  a  thorough-bred  Canadian  draft 
stallion  named  "  Honest  Tom,"  registered  as  No.  1 1 4, 
four  years  old  and  weighing  1800  pounds,  and  is 
also  the  owner  of  the  standard  bred  Hambletonian, 
"Reuben  Drake,"  No.  1708,  weight  1150  pounds. 
One  of  his  colts  took  the  sweep-stakes  in  the  County 
Fair,  one  of  his  three  year-olds  took  the  county 
race,  and  a  span  of  two  year-olds  took  the  prize 
for  carriage  team.  Mr.  Smith  also  raises  Poland- 
China  hogs  and  Durham  cattle  of  high  grade,  and 
is  now  feeding  sixty  head  of   cattle. 

The  father  of  our  subject  is  Alexander  Smith,  a 
native  of  Canada  and  of  Irish  descent,  as  is  his 
wife,  Matilda.  He  was  reared  near  Ottawa  and 
there  married,  and  subsequently  settled  in  Huron 
County,  in  the  Province  of  Ontario,  whence  in 
1878  he  removed  to  the  United  States,  locating  in 
this  county,  where  he  still  resides.  He  now  owns 
a  section  of  land  in  Exeter  Township,  the  means 
which  he  has  accumulated  being  the  result  of  his 
own  efforts  and  the  good  management  of  himself 
and  wife,  both  of  whom  are  well-known  and  high- 
ly respected  in  Exeter  Township,  and  throughout 
the  count}'.  During  his  residence  in  Canada,  Mr. 
Smith  took  a  more  or  less  active  part  in  politics, 
his  views  now  being  decidedly  on  the  side  of  Pro- 
hibition. He  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  in  which  he  has  held  official  positions. 
He  is  the  father  of  a  large  family,  eight  children  now 
living :  John,  in  Marysville,  Kan. ;  Frederick  A. ;  Ann 
J.,  wife  of  Frederick  Godbolt  in  California;  Frank, 
in  Clay  Center,  Kan.;  Edgar,  in  Arkansas; Gertrude 
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wife  of  Dr.  Santell  in  Jipson,  Kan.;  Oscar  in  Clay 
Center  and  Ida  at  home  in  the  same  town.  Mr. 
Smith  is  now  about  seventy  ^-ears  old  and  his  wife 
is  also  quite  advanced  in  years. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Huron 
County,  Ontario,  Canada,  May  4,  1857,  and  was 
reared  in  his  native  land,  receiving  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  the  Dominion.  He  was  about 
of  age  when  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  this 
county  where  he  has  since  made  his  home.  He 
began  business  for  himself  in  1880,  settling  on  a 
quarter  section  of  land  which  his  father  gave  him 
and  which  comprises  a  part  of  his  present  landed 
estate.  He  has  subsequently'  added  320  acres  bj' 
purchase,  making  up  the  valuable  estate  which  he 
now  owns  and  occupies,  and  where  he  is  so  success- 
fully carrying  on  the  work  of  an  agriculturist  and 
stock-raiser. 

At  the  home  of  tlie  Itride  in  Clay  County,  Kan., 
Nov.  3,  1880,  Mr.  Smith  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Mary  E.  Wright,  daughter  of  James 
Wright.  The  union  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth 
of  four  children:  Lena  was  born  Aug.  7.  1881; 
Alexander  A.,  Aug.  26,  1883;  Lottie,  Nov.  31, 
1885  and  Grover,  Aug.  11,  1888. 

Mr.  Smith  is  now  serving  his  third  term  .-is  Di- 
rector in  the  school  district.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Democrat  with  Prohibition  proclivities.  He  is  a 
progressive  stockman  and  agriculturist,  a  reliable 
and  public  spirited  citizen,  and  a  man  of  upright 
character,  justly  receiving  the  respect  of  those  who 
know  his  life  and  character. 


<^-^»!*^'©&-*-<^*<3- 


^Tr^tjERNARD  McDONALD.  One  of  the  most 
Jr^(v  enterprising  business  men  of  Washington 
/^Jll  is  the  gentleman  whose  name  heads  this 
^^y  notice.  He  is  a  harness-maker  by  trade,  and 
carries  on  an  extensive  and  profitable  business. 
He  is  a  native  of  Baltimore,  Northumberland  Co., 
Province  of  Ontario,  Canada,  where  he  was  born 
Aug.  25,  1852.  His  father,  Eugene  McDonald, 
was  born  in  County  Cavan,  Ireland,  and  his  grand- 
father, Bernard  McDonald,  was  also  born  in  tlint 
county,  of  Scotch  ancestry.     The  latter  named  gen- 


tleman learned  the  trade  of  a  cooper  in  his  native 
countr}',  and  followed  it,  doing  a  fair  business,  un- 
til he  emigrated  to  America.  Upon  his  arrival  in 
this  country  he  made  choice  of  Northumberland 
County  in  which  to  locate.  As  soon  as  he  had 
seen  his  family  fairly  well  settled  in  their  new  home 
he  turned  his  attention  to  the  business  of  providing 
a  living.  He  opened  a  shop  and  began  work  at  his 
trade,  and  soon  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  the 
business  increase  until  it  was  quite  extensive.  Mr. 
McDonald  died  at  his  home  in  Peterboro,  North- 
umberland County,  in  1867,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
seven  years.  His  children  that  were  reared  to 
manhood  and  womanhood  were  as  follows:  Peter, 
Eugene,  Bernard,  Phillip.  Ann.  Margaret  and 
Rose. 

Eugene  McDonald,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  but  a  mere  lad  when  his  parents  came  to 
America,  consequently  his  recollections  of  his  child- 
hood's home  are  rather  indistinct.  He  remained  in 
the  home  provided  by  his  parents  until  his  fifteenth 
birthday  was  passed,  when,  although  so  .youthful, 
he  started  out  to  seek  his  fortune,  and  his  quest  led 
him  to  New  York  State,  where  he  was  successful  in 
securing  work  at  the  trade  which  he  had  partiallj- 
learned  in  his  father's  shop  at  home.  A  fellow- 
workman  at  the  same  bench  as  himself  was  Joe 
Smith,  then  a  simple  mechanic,  but  afterward  the 
renowned  leader  of  the  Mormons.  After  working- 
sometime,  Eugene  McDonald  went  to  New  York 
City,  but  experienced  so  much  difficulty  in  finding 
work  that  he  engaged  to  go  on  a  whaling  voyage, 
to  be  gone  seven  3'ears,  but  a  sister,  who  was  a  resi- 
dent of  New  York  at  that  time,  was  successful  in 
dissuading  him  from  such  a  hazardous  undertaking, 
and  he  returned  to  Western  New  York,  where  he 
stayed  some  time,  finally  going  to  Canada  on  a 
visit  to  his  relatives.  Shortly  after  reaching  his 
old  home  he  opened  a  stave-factory  and  cooper- 
shop  in  Baltimore,  Northumberland  County,  and 
was  successful  in  establishing  a  large  and  extensive 
trade.  As  the  years  rolled  by  he  prospered  ex- 
ceedingl}-,  but,  alas  for  the  stability  of  earthly  pos- 
sessions, he  endorsed  notes  for  friends  and  lost  all 
his  wealth.  However,  he  h.ad  not  lost  his  good 
name,  neither  had  his  hand  forgotten  its  skill,  so 
he  bore  up  bravely,  and  like  a  man  set  out  to  seek 
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aiK)UiGr  fortune.  Beginning  once  again  at  the  foot 
of  the  ladder,  he  worked  at  his  trade  in  New  York 
for  a  space  of  two  years,  tlien  returned  to  Canada, 
wliere  he  resumed  business  for  iiimself,  and  it  is  a 
pleasant  task  to  record  the  fact  tliat  lie  was  once 
more  successful  in  acquiring  a  goodly  share  of 
worldly  possessions.  In  1871  he  sold  out  and  re- 
moved to  Kansas,  having  visited  it  some  time  pre- 
vious and  noted  its  good  qualities.  The  journej' 
was  made  via  the  railway  to  Waterville,  and  from 
there  to  the  end  of  iiis  route  by  tean's.  He  located 
in  Republic  County,  where  he  purchased  three 
claims  aggregating  480  acres  of  land.  It  was  all 
Government  land,  and  upon  each  claim  was  erected 
a  small  stone  house  with  a  sod  roof.  He  made 
good  improvements  on  a  considerable  portion  of 
the  place,  and  resided  on  it  for  several  years.  In 
May,  1876,  he  returned  once  more  to  Canada, 
trusting  to  have  his  health,  which  was  very  poor, 
restored,  at  least  partiall3',  but  his  hopes  were  not 
destined  to  be  realized,  as  iiis  death  occurred  only 
three  days  after  his  return,  and  his  remains  were 
laid  to  rest  in  the  cemetery  at  Peterboro. 

The  maiden  name  of  Mr.  McDonald's  mother 
was  Ann  Flood.  She  was  a  native  of  Nortiuimber- 
laud  County,  Canada,  and  a  daughter  of  John  Flood, 
who  was  a  native  of  Ireland.  The  parental  family 
consisted  of  nine  children,  of  whom  the  subject  of 
this  notice  is  the  eldest.  The  others  are:  Mary, 
the  secon<l  in  order  of  birth;  Alice,  John,  Annie, 
.lames.  Eugene,  Willie  and  Kate. 

Our  subject  attended  school  regularly  in  his 
jouth,  and  laid  the  foundation  of  a  solid,  practical 
education  in  his  native  place,  and  was  afterward 
a  student  at  Queen  A'ictoria  College  at  Coburg. 
He  then  turned  his  attention  to  earning  his  own 
living,  and  worked  for  three  months  in  a  cooper- 
shop,  but  left  it  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  harness- 
maker.  He  began  this  work  in  Baltimore,  Canada, 
and  continued  in  the  same  place  until  187L  In 
that  year  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  Kansas, 
and  received  from  his  father  one  of  the  three 
claims  mentioned  above,  which  he  immediately  be- 
gan improving.  He  devoted  his  best  energies  to 
the  cultivation  of  the  soil  and  the  erection  of 
proper  buildings,  spending  the  entire  year,  except 
the  winter  months,  in  necessary  work  on  bis  farm, 


taking  a  delight  in  seeing  it  improve  year  by  year. 
The  winter  of  1875  was  spent  by  him  in  Water- 
ville, working  at  his  trade,  and  the  following  win- 
ter was  passed  in  the  same  way.  The  intervening 
summer,  during  the  harvest  months,  from  June 
onward,  was  passed  in  work  on  the  farm.  On 
Feb.  IG,  1876,  he  removed  to  Washington,  and  en- 
gaged as  a  journeyman   for   J.    R.    Pruden.    and 

I  worked  for  him  until  January,  1880,  when  he  be- 
came a  partner  with  his  employer,  and  has  continued 
in  that  capacity  ever  since.  Subsequent  to  the 
partnership  arrangement  just  mentioned,  Mr.  Pru- 
den embarked  in  the  mercantile  business  in  Green- 
leaf,  leaving  the  conduct  of  affairs    in    the   shop 

I  solely  to  the  wisdom,  good  sense  and  business  tact 
of  Mr.  McDonald,  who  is  fully  able  to  sustain  the 

I  burden  of  responsibility  thus  devolving  upon  him. 
In  1880  Mr.  McDonald  and  Miss  Hattio  Hayes, 
a  native  of  Ohio,  were  united  in  marriage.  She  is 
a  daughter  of  Edwin  and  Margaret  Hayes,  who 
took  up  their  abode  in  Kansas  while  she  was  quite 
a  small  child.  She  is  an  intelligent  lady  of  an 
amiable,  pleasant  disposition,  and  presides  with 
grace  and  dignity  over  the  charming  home  of  her 
husband.  They  are  the  parents  of  one  child,  a 
manly  and  promising  boy — Charles.  Mr.  McDon- 
ald is  a  member  of  several  secret  and  benevolent 
societies — Fenten  Lodge  No.  104,  A.  F.  A.  M.; 
Tyrian,  No.  29,  Chapter  No.  76,  R.  A.  M.;  Wash- 
ington Lodge,  A.  O.  U.  W.,  No.  119;  S.  K.  of  A. 
O.  U.  W.  Banner  Legion,  No.  58. 


f;AMES  R.  WILSON  was  born  in  Lancaster, 
Pa.,  Feb.  4,  1833,  and  departed  this  life  in 
W.ashington  County,  Jan.  25.  1879.  He 
w  came  from  excellent  ancestry,  being  of 
Scotch-Irish  and  Welsh  descent.  He  was  reared 
and  educated  in  Fremont,  Ohio,  where  he  made 
his  home  until  1870.  At  that  date  he  came  to 
Wasiiington  County  and  filed  a  claim  on  160  acres 
of  land  on  section  14,  Kimeo  Township,  which  he 
secured  under  the  Homestead  Act. 

Mr.  Wilson  served  as  one  of  the  defenders  of  his 
country  during  the   late  Civil  War.     His  first   en- 
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rollment  was  on  Oct.  28,  1861.  as  a  member  of 
Company  K,  9tli  ( >hio  Cavalry.  He  was  discharged 
on  March  14,  18G3,  and  on  the  19th  of  October 
following  re-enlisted  as  a  member  of  'Company  K, 
57th  Oiiio  Infantry.  His  final  discharge  was  re- 
ceived July  20,  1865,  after  a  faithful  service  in 
the  ranks. 

On  Oct.  19,  1856,  Mr.  Wilson  was  united  in  wed- 
lock with  Miss  Ann  M.  Bowles.  The  bride  was 
born  in  Sandusky,  Ohio,  Feb.  3,  1838,  being  a 
daughter  of  Jacob  and  Sarah  Bowles,  natives  of 
Maryland.  Her  parents  were  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  all  their  lives.  They 
had  a  family  of  ten  children,  six  of  whom  are  still 
living.  Mrs.  Wilson  was  the  ninth  in  order  of 
birth.  Tiie  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilson  resulted 
in  the  birth  of  five  children,  who  are  named  re- 
spectively, Blanch  A.,  Harry  C,  James  R.,  Ida  E. 
and  Grace  L.  All  are  still  living  and  are  respected 
members  of  society. 

Mrs.  Wilson  owns  eighty  acres  of  valuable  land 
in  Kimeo  Township,  making  her  home  with  her 
daughter,  Mrs.  Foster,  on  the  adjoining  farm.  She 
is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
and  of  high  standing  therein,  a  lady  of  many  vir- 
tues, enjoying  the  respect  of  the  entire  community. 
Her  house  was  opened  for  preaching  and  Sabbath- 
school  in  1871,  prior  to  the  building  of  school- 
houses  in  her  neighborhood. 

■  EAL  L.  FOSTER.     The  fact  that  Washing- 

ton County  has  made  rapid  strides  in  agri- 
culture and  various  other  industries  as  well 
t as  in  a  moral  and  educational  point  of  view, 
is  owing  directly  to  the  men  who  settled  here  years 
ago  and  devoted  themselves  to  its  best  interests.  At 
the  same  time  the  fact  that  they  accumulated  for 
themselves  a  competence  does  not  detract  from  the 
merit  of  their  deeds,  as  what  has  benefitted  one  has 
been  of  value  in  a  certain  sense  to  tiie  whole  com- 
munity. Mr.  Foster  is  one  of  the  most  enterprising 
men  of  Linn  Townshii),  and  as  a  breeder  of  fine 
stock  is  excelled  by  none  within  its  limits.  He 
makes  a  specialty  of  tiiorough-bred  Galloway  polled- 


Angus  cattle,  Clydesdale  horses  and  Poland  China 
swine.  He  keeps  himself  well  posted  concerning 
this  industry  and  upon  all  important  topics  of  the 
day.  Active  and  energetic,  he  is  never  content 
unless  occupied  at  something  useful  and  by  this 
means  has  gained  for  himself  a  competence  and  is 
numbered  among  the  substantial  men  of  Linn  Tovvn- 
sliip. 

A  native  of  the  Empire  State,  Mr.  Foster  was 
born  in  Westchester  County,  Nov.  10,  1848.  His 
father,  William  Foster,  was  likewise  a  native  of  that 
county  and  while  engaged  in  farm  pursuits  also 
conducted  a  country  store.  His  life  was  that  of  an 
honest  and  upright  man,  one  who  was  held  in  re- 
spect by  all  who  knew  him.  The  maiden  name  of 
the  mother  was  Nancy  Smith,  and  she  was  born  in 
Connecticut,  where  she  remained  until  her  marriage, 
then  emigrated  with  her  husband  to  New  York 
State.  Of  her  union  with  AVilliam  Foster  were 
born  eleven  children,  eight  of  whom  are  living, 
namely:  Seymour.  Margery.  John,  I'riah,  Mercy. 
Real  L.,  Martha  and  Frank. 

The  Foster  family,  leaving  New  York  in  1854, 
emigrated  to  Kane  County,  III.,  settling  in  its 
southwest  corner.  The  fatiier  took  u[)  a  tract  of 
land  from  which  with  the  help  of  his  boj's  he  con- 
structed a  comfortable  homestead,  but  later  re- 
moved to  Hiawatha,  Kan.,  where  with  his  excellent 
wife  he  spent  his  last  daj-s,  passing  to  his  final  rest 
Feb.  22,  1882.  The  mother  survived  her  husband 
a  little  more  than  three  years,  and  died  May  17, 
1885.  Real  L.  attended  the  common  schools  in 
Illinois,  worked  with  his  father  on  the  farm  and 
I  also  learned  the  carpenter's  trade.  He  left  Illinois 
j  in  1870  and  came  to  Brown  County,  this  State, 
j  crossing  the  Missouri  River  in  a  skiff  on  St.  Patrick's 
Day.  He  settled  nine  miles  southwest  of  Hiawatha, 
and  I'emained  a  resident  of  Brown  County  until 
March,  1887,  engaged  in  farming  pursuits.  His 
next  removal  was  to  Washington  County,  and  he 
settled  on  the  land  which  is  included  in  his  present 
farm.  He  has  been  uniformly  prosperous,  and  has 
added  to  his  first  purchase,  so  that  he  is  now  the 
owner  of  247  acres  of  land,  eightj'-seven  of  which 
are  located  across  the  line  in  Strawberry  Townshii). 
He  has  been  constantly  making  improvements,  and 
has  a  good  set  of  farm  buildings  together  with  the 
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machinery  required  for  tilling  the  toil  in  a  profita- 
ble manner.  Everything  about  the  premises  indi- 
cates the  industry  and  enterprise  of  the  proprietor. 
An  additional  feature  of  interest  in  this  work  is  a 
fine  engraving  of  Mr.  Foster's  farm,  with  its  prin- 
ci[)al  buildings. 

The  family  of  Mr.  Foster  consists  of  his  wife  and 
five  children,  the  latter  named  respectively:  Agnes 
L.,  Edith,  Laura  E.,  William  and  Mabel  C. 
^Ir.  Foster  was  married  in  Kansas  July  10,  1879, 
to  Miss  Nannie  Leonard,  daughter  of  Anderson 
Leonard,  a  native  of  New  York,  who  spent  his  last 
days  in  Kansas.  Mrs.  Foster  was  born  Nov.  2, 
1857,  near  Fond  du  Lac,  Wis. 

Mr.  Foster  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
Grant,  and  is  a  steadfast  supporter  of  the  Repub- 
lican party,  although  he  meddles  very  little  with 
political  affairs.  He  keeps  himself  informed  con- 
cerning those  matters  of  general  interest  to  ever^' 
intelligent  citizen.  The  live  stock  interests  of 
Linn  Township  have  been  the  objects  of  his  espec- 
ial solicitude  and  are  greatly  indebted  to  him  for 
tiie  excellent  breeds  of  domestic  animals  which 
have  become  a  feature  of  this  locality.  Mrs.  Foster 
is  a  communicant  of  the  Congregational  Church. 
Her  amiability  of  disposition,  depth  of  mind  and 
largeness  of  heart,  have  won  for  her  the  affectionate 
regard  of  the  community  in    which  she  resides. 


R.  CHARLES  BRUENGGER,  the  pioneer 
druggist  of  Clifton,  came  to  this  place  in 
the  fall  of  1878,  just  after  the  completion 
of  the  Union  Pacific  Central  Branch,  and 
established  the  first  drug  store  in  the  infant  town. 
He  had  prior  to  this  time  practiced  medicine  for 
about  seven  years  in  Kansas  and  about  twenty  years 
in  Wisconsin  and  for  a  time  followed  his  profession 
after  coming  to  Clifton.  Later  lie  devoted  himself 
to  the  drug  business,  in  which  he  has  built  up  a 
large  and  lucrative  trade.  A  native  of  Zurich, 
Switzerland,  he  was  born  May  28,  1826.  and  emi- 
grated to  the  LTnited  States  in  1847,  when  a  young 
man  of  twenty-one  years. 

Young  Bruengger  when  setting  foot  upon  Ameri- 


can soil  sought  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin  and  for 
seven  years  thereafter  was  a  resident  of  Milwaukee. 
Thence  he  came  to  Kansas  in  1871,  settling  in 
Pa,rdee,  Atchison  County,  and  from  there  removed 
to  Clifton,  six  years  later.  He  established  himself 
in  business  at  Clifton  on  a  modest  scale,  in  a  build- 
ing 24  X  18  feet  square  and  by  close  attention  to 
his  calling  and  fair  dealing  with  his  fellow  citizens 
was  in  due  time  obliged  to  enlarge  bis  facilities. 
He  now  carries  a  full  stock  of  everything  in  his 
line  and  numbers  his  patrors  throughout  Clifton 
Townsliii)  and  vicinity. 

In  noting  the  parental  history  of  Dr.  Bruengger 
we  find  that  his  father,  Casper  by  name,  was  like- 
wise a  native  of  Zurich,  Switzerland,  and  trained 
to  the  manufacture  of  cutlery.  He  spent  liis  entire 
life  upon  his  native  soil,  dying  at  Zurich  when 
Charles  was  a  lad  of  twelve  years.  The  mother, 
Mrs.  Dorothea  (Gilg)  Bruengger,  was  born  and 
reared  not  far  from  the  home  of  her  husband.  She 
survived  him  many  years,  dying  about  1874  at  the 
age  of  seventy-eight;  both  were  members  in  good 
standing  of  the  German  Reformed  Church.  Charles 
w!is  the  youngest  born  and  the  only  son.  He  is 
likewise  the  only  member  of  the  family  who  came 
to  the  United  States.  Two  of  his  sisters  are  de- 
ceased and  the  survivor  is  living  in  Switzerland. 

The  education  of  young  Bruengger  had  been 
conducted  with  a  view  to  his  becoming  a  physician 
and  he  had  therefore  g.ained  a  fair  knowledge  of 
medicine  before  coming  to  this  country.  When 
leaving  his  native  place  he  repaired  to  the  port  of 
Havre,  France,  and  embarked  on  a  sailing  vessel 
which  thirty  d.ays  later  landed  him  safely  in  New 
York  City.  After  going  to  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  he 
completed  his  medical  studies  under  the  Homeopa- 
thic professor  who  was  conducting  a  hospital  at 
that  place.  In  due  time  he  was  given  a  certificate 
from  the  Board  of  Medical  Examiners  and  at  once 
entered  upon  the  duties  of  his  chosen  calling. 

In  Milwaukee  County, Wis.,  Dr.  Bruenngger,  April 
1859  was  wedded  to  Miss  Lyda  Johnson.  This 
lady  was  born  in  Lowell,  Mass.,  March  28,  1840, 
and  is  the  daughter  of  John  Johnson,  who  had  re- 
paired to  Wisconsin  Territory  with  his  familj'  when 
the  country  was  peopled  principall}'  by  Indians  and 
wild  animals.     He  took  up  a  tract  of  land  which 
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he  cultivated  for  a  time  and  then  removed  to 
Michigan,  dyina:  at  tlie  advanced  age  of  over 
eighty  years.  After  twenty-seven  years  of  wedded 
life  Mrs.  Bruengger  passed  away  at  her  home  in 
Clifton,  Sept.  25,  1886.  She  was  a  lady  possessing 
all  the  Christian  virtues  and  greatly  beloved  by  a 
large  circle  of  friends.  She  had  been  for  many 
years  a  devoted  member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
Having  no  children  of  her  own,  the  Doctor  and  his 
excellent  lady  adopted  a  child,  Sarah,  who  is  now 
the  wife  of  Joseph  Iman,  a  farmer  of  Clifton 
Township.  The  Doctor  has  living  with  him  two 
grand-nephews,  Ijrothers,  Leonard,  born  in  Switzer- 
land, March  14,  1870,  and  Carl,  born  Aug.  1,  1871. 
Carl  came  to  America  in  1885.  Leonard  is  a  clerk 
in  the  bank  at  Clifton  and  Carl  assists  his  uncle  in 
the  drug  store. 

Dr.  Bruengger  upon  becoming  a  voting  citizen 
identified  himself  with  the  Republican  party,  of 
which  lie  is  a  stanch  supporter.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  iirst  City  Council  of  Clifton,  and  has  ever 
maintained  a  warm  interest  in  the  growth  and  pros- 
perity of  the  town.  He  is  a  regular  attendant  of 
the  Baptist  Church,  to  which  he  contributes  regu- 
larly and  has  always  been  found  upholding  those 
enterprises  calculated  for  the  general  good  of  the 
community. 

-   <xrx>   - 


/^  ALEB  ESTES.  The  career  of  Mr.  Estes  is 
flf^^  one  of  more  than  ordinary  interest,  and  pro- 
^^^'  bably  no  man  in  Riley  County  has  made 
better  use  of  his  opportunities,  or  accomplished 
more  under  the  diffculties  which  have  surrounded 
him.  Born  and  reared  in  the  South,  his  birth  oc- 
curing  Feb.  26,  1840  in  Caldwell  Count}-,  N.C.,  he 
there  grew  to  man's  estate,  acquiring  his  principal 
education  in  the  common  school  and  becoming 
familiar  with  farming  pursuits  as  conducted  in  that 
section  of  country.  He  grew  up  to  a  vigorous  and 
healthy  manhood,  imbued  with  Southern  sentiments 
and  intensely  loyal  to  his  native  clime. 

Upon  the  outbreak  of  the  Rebellion  Mr.  Estes  in 
.lune,  1861  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  army  as  a 
member  of  Company  F.  26lh  North  Carolina  In- 
fantry and  took   part  in    many    of    the  important 


battles  which  followed.  He  was  at  Newbern  and  in 
the  seven  day's  figlit  around  Richmond.  At  Fall- 
ing Water  he  was  captured  and  sent  first  to  Wash- 
ington City  and  from  there  to  Point  Lookout,  and 
held  in  confinement  five  months  after  which  he 
was  paroled  and  exchanged.  Later  he  fought  at 
the  battle  of  Cold  Harbor  and  received  a  wound 
in  the  breast  and  the  right  arm.  Upon  his  recov- 
ery he  rejoined  his  regiment  and  was  at  the  siege 
of  Petersburg  during  which  he  was  again  captured 
south  of  the  city  and  returned  to  Point  Lookout 
for  a  period  of  seven  months.  Then  being  paroled 
he  returned  home,  at  which  time,  the  war  being 
ended  he  assumed  the  role  of  a  citizen,  after  having 
served  four  years. 

In  the  spring  of  1866  Mr.  Estes  leaving  Lenoir 
came  to  the  young  State  of  Kansas,  locating  in 
Ogden  Township  and  thereafter  for  four  years 
operated  on  rented  land.  He  then  homesteaded  a 
part  of  his  present  farm  upon  which  he  has 
effected  all  the  improvements  which  we  now  see 
upon  it.  During  the  early  years  of  his  struggles 
in  Northern  Kansas  he  exercised  that  patience  and 
perseverance  which  are  among  the  leading  traits 
of  his  character.  Were  it  not  that  the  visible  re- 
sults of  his  labors  so  forciblj'  appear  to  the  naked 
eye,  his  perseverance  and  energy  would  seem  to 
have  accomplislied  that  which  is  almost  incredible. 
He  came  to  Kansas  without  other  resources  than 
those  with  which  nature  had  endowed  him  and  has 
made  for  himself  not  only  a  good  position,  finan- 
cially, but  among  his  fellow  citizens  is  held  in  high 
esteem. 

Mr.  Pastes  commenced  from  first  principles  in  the 
building  up  of  his  estate,  his  land  being  in  its  pri- 
mitive condition,  over  which  but  a  short  time  pre- 
viously Indians  and  wild  animals  had  roamed 
unrestrained.  His  230  acres  of  choice  land  have  been 
brought  to  a  good  state  of  cultivation  and  the  farm 
is  embellished  with  substantial  buildings.  It  lies 
five  and  one-half  miles  northwest  of  Ft.  Riley  and 
is  largely  devoted  to  stock  raising,  Mr.  Estes  hav- 
ing, during  the  season  of  1889,  ninety  head  of 
cattle,  nineteen  head  of  horses  and  seventy-five 
head  of  swine.  ]Mr.  Estes  is  conservative  in  politics 
and  uniformly  votes  the  straight  Democratic 
ticket.     He  is  interested  in  all  the  enterprises  tend- 
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ing  to  promote  the  welfare  of  his  community  acd 
has  been  a  member  of  the  Scliool  Board  of  his  dis- 
trict for  the  past  seven  years.  He  has  also  served 
as  Road  Supervisor.  Personally,  he  is  courteous 
in  his  bearing,  modest  and  unpretending,  a  man 
who  at  once  establishes  himself  in  the  esteem  and 
confidence  of  those  who  have  the  pleasure  of  his 
acquaintance. 

The  marriage  of  Caleb  Estes  and  Miss  Mary  E. 
Moody  was  celebrated  at  the  bride's  home  in  North 
Carolina,  in  18(!.5.  Mrs.  Estes  was  born  in  Caldwell 
County,  N.  C,  July  12,  1848>nd  is  the  daughter 
of  Robert  and  Bathsheba  Moody  who  were  of 
Southern  birth  and  parentage  and  are  now  living 
two  miles  north  of  the  Estes  place.  Of  this  union 
there  was  born  one  child  only,  a  daugliter,;  Ariel, 
who  is  now  a  promising  girl  of  fourteen  years. 
Airs.  Estes  and  iier  daughter  are  membei'S  in  good 
standing  of  the  Baptist  Church,  of  which  churcii 
;Mrs.  Estes  is  pastor. 

Tlie  father  of  our  subject  was  Caleb  Estes,  Sr., 
likewise  a  native  of  North  Carolina  and  a  farmer 
by  occupation.  His  mother  Eliza,  was  a  native  of 
the  same  State  and  there  the  father  spent  his  en- 
tire life,  dying  in  about  1850  when  in  his  prime. 
The  mother  is  still  living,  making  her  home  with 
her  younger  son  in  North  Carolina  and  has  arrived 
at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-three  years. 


(^^  AMUEL  PRESTON  is  one  of  theenterpris- 
^^^  ing  farmers  of  Washington  County,  being 
(ft^^a)  the  owner  and  occupant  of  a  farm  on  section 
36,  Ba-.nes  Township.  He  is  a  son  of  Sam- 
uel and  Susan  A.  (Rader)  Preston.  The  fatiier 
was  of  French  extraction  and  born  in  Pennsylvania, 
from  which  State  he  removed  to  Ohio  early  in  the 
nineteenth  century.  In  that  State  he  resided  dur- 
ing the  remainder  of  his  life,  dying  about  the  year 
1851,  at  the  age  of  forty-five.  He  was  a  farmer 
and  also  a  shoemaker,  and  during  the  winter  sea- 
sons worked  at  the  latter  trade.  He  was  in  only 
moderate  circumstances  but  well  esteemed  by  his 
neighbors.  He  held  some  minor  offices,  and  was 
for  many  years  an  active   member  of  the  United 


Brethern  Ciiurcli.  His  wife  was  born  in  Adams 
County.  Ohio,  about  tiie  year  181  G,  and  still  sur- 
vives. She  bore  her  husband  two  children:  Sarah 
E.,  now  tlie  wife  of  James  Warrener,  a  stone 
mason  at  Leavenwortli,  Kan.,  and  our  subject. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  born  in  Adams  Coun- 
ty, Oiiio.  Oct.  8,  1845.  He  was  reared  to  farm 
pursuits,  and  has  followed  that  occupation  during 
his  life.  In  his  boyhood  he  received  a  good  com- 
mon school  education.  The  first  shot  in  the  late 
Rebellion  echoed  through  the  hearts  of  many  a 
youth,  and  roused  as  much  patriotic  fervor  as  in 
the  breast  of  the  older  citizens.  Mr.  Preston  was 
one  of  those  who  heard  his  country's  call  '-to 
arms,"  and  though  but  sixteen  years  of  age  he  at 
once  responded.  He  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Com- 
pany C,  70th  Ohio  Infantry,  which  was  attached  to 
the  3d  Brigade,  loth  Corps,  2d  Division.  He  par- 
ticipated In  many  hard  fought  ))attles,  including 
Shiloh,  Corinth,  Holly  Springs,  Vicksburg,  Jack- 
son (Miss.),  and  Mission  Ridge.  At  the  first 
named  he  received  a  slight  wound.  After  the 
battle  of  Mission  Ridge,  his  command  went  to 
Knoxville.  Tenn..  and  thence  to  Scottsboro.  Ala., 
where  he  re-enlisted,  and  got  a  thirty-  days  fur- 
lough. After  this  relief  and  rest  from  the  soldier's 
life,  he  returned  to  the  field  and  again  engaged  in 
gallant  warfare.  He  was  in  the  Georgia  campaign, 
and  took  part  in  all  the  battles,  including  those  at 
Reseca,  Kenesaw  Mountain,  Atlanta,  etc.  On  the 
march  to  the  sea  he  made  one  of  the  gallant  60,000. 
On  the  cessation  of  hostilities  he  took  part  in  the 
grand  review  of  Sherman's  army  at  Washington, 
D.  C.  He  then  went  West  down  the  Ohio  River, 
and  received  his  discharge  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
Sept.  13,  1865.  At  the  battle  of  Ft.  McAllister, 
Ga.,  he  was  wounded  in  the  head,  on  account  of 
which  misfortune  he  now  draws  a  pension. 

After  the  war  was  over,  Mr.  Preston  went  back 
to  Adams  County,  Ohio,  resuming  the  duties  of  a 
civilian.  He  was  engaged  in  farming  and  lumber- 
ing in  that  count}'  until  1869.  wiien  he  removed  to 
McLean  County,  III.  There  he  remained  about 
two  years  engaged  In  farming.  He  then  removed 
to  Clay  County,  Kan.,  and  homesteaded  160  acres 
in  Sherman  Township.  Ht  sojourned  there  until 
1879,  when  he  removed  to  the  place  where  he  now 
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resides  and  where  he  boii8:ht  120  acres  of  land. 
He  now  has  a  good  farm,  well  improved  and  cul- 
tivated, and  is  carrying  on  a  successful  agricultural 
life  there.  He  started  in  life  poor,  and  all  he  has 
made,  has  been  accumulated  since  he  came  to 
Kansas. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  tooli  place  Dec.  31. 
1873,  the  bride  being  Miss  Jennie  Winkelpleck. 
She  was  born  in  Tuscarawas  County,  Ohio,  in 
1850,  and  is  a  lady  of  intelligence  and  fine  charac- 
ter. She  is  a  daughter  of  Reuben  and  Maria 
(Dickey)  Winkelpleck.  While  hunting  on  White 
Rock,  Republic  County,  in  1870.  her  father  was 
killed  by  the  Indians,  being  one  of  six  who  suf- 
fered that  fate.  The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pres- 
ton has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  three  bright 
boys — Guy  H.,  Charles  E.  and  Harry  S. 

Mr.  Preston  is  a  member  of  Waterville  Post, 
No.  266,  G.  A.  R.  His  party  affiliation  is  with  the 
Republicans.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Waterville.  As 
man  and  citizen,  Mr.  Preston  is  held  in  high 
repute  by  his  acquaintances  and  fellow  citizens. 


JjACOB  H.  STONEBACK.  The  prosperous 
farming  community  of  Bloom  Township, 
Cl.ay  County,  recognizes  the  subject  of  this 
notice  as  one  of  its  most  substantial  men.  He 
li.isasiuig  homestead  on  section  17,  comprising  160 
acres  of  well-cultivated  land,  improved  with  sub- 
stantial buildings.  He  purchased  the  propert}'  in 
1877  and  took  possession  of  it  the  following  3fear.  It 
lies  on  the  second  bottom  of  the  Republican  River, 
and  is  amply  watered  by  that  stream.  It  is  devoted 
to  general  farming  and  stock-raising  and  yields  a 
comfortable  income  to  its  proprietor. 

A  gentleman  in  the  prime  of  life,  Mr.  Stoneback 
was  born  Oct.  21,  1842,  and  is  a  native  of  Warwick 
Township,  Chester  Co.,  Pa.  His  father,  George 
Stoneback,  likewise  a  native  of  Penrsylvania  and 
supposed  to  have  been  of  German  ancestry,  was 
farmer  and  blacksmith  combined  and  possessed  un- 
usual mechanical  skill.  He  spent  his  entire  life  in 
his  native  county  of  Chester,  dying  at  his  home  in 
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Warwick  Township  in  February,  1881,  after  liaving 
nearly  reached  his  threescore  years  and  ten.  He 
was  a  kind  man  in  his  family,  a  good  neighbor, 
respected  by  all  who  knew  him  and  after  the  organ- 
ization of  the  Republican  party,  gave  to  it  his  un- 
qualified support. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  in  her  girlhood 
Miss  Ann  Houek.  She  likewise  was  a  native  of 
Chester  County,  Pa.,  and  the  daughter  of  Jacob 
Houck  who  was  born  there  and  was  of  German  de- 
scent. Grandfather  Houck  was  a  farmer  by  occu- 
pation and  spent  his  entire  life  in  the  Keystone 
State.  The  daughter  Ann,  like  her  brothers  and 
sisters,  was  well  reared  and  trained  in  the  doctrines 
of  the  Dunkard  religion;  she  is  still  living  in  Chester 
Count}',  Pa.,  making  her  home  with  her  daughters 
and  has  arrived  at  the  advanced  age  of  seventy- 
five  years. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  fifth  in  a 
family  of  eight  children  born  to  his  parents,  all  of 
whom  lived  to  mature  years  and  seven  of  whom 
survive  and  have  families  of  their  own.  Three 
sons  emigrated  to  Kansas  and  are  residents  of 
Bloom  Township,  Clay  Count}-.  Jacob  H.  learned 
blacksmithing  of  his  father  which  he  followed  one 
year  in  his  native  county  and  thirteen  years  in 
Montgomery'  County,  Pa.  He  was  married  in 
Chester  County,  at  Pleasant  Retreat,  to  Miss  Mary 
Shaner,on  the  9th  of  February  1867.  Mrs.  Stoneback 
is  a  native  of  the  same  township  as  her  husband 
and  was  born  Sept.  10,  1846.  Her  parents  were 
Jacob  and  Susan  (Mounshour)  Shaner,  likewise  na- 
tives of  Chester  County,  Pa.,  and  descended  from 
Holland-Dutch  stock.  Jacob  Shaner  was  a  cabinet- 
maker by  trade  which  he  followed  many  j'ears  in 
Warwick  Township,  Pa.  He  died  in  North  Coven- 
try, that  State,  in  1884,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty-two  years.  He  was  a  member  of  the  German 
Reformed  Church  and  in  politics  a  Republican. 
His  wife  survived  him  about  four  years,  dying  in 
February,  1888,  aged  eighty  years.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  same  church  as  her  husband. 

Mrs.  Stoneback  was  one  of  a  family  of  four  sons 
and  two  daughters,  all  of  whom  are  living  and  with 
one  exception,  all  married.  Her  childhood  and 
youth  passed  in  a  comparativelj'  uneventful  man- 
ner under  the  home  roof  until  her  marriage.     Of 
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her  union  with  our  subject  there  iiave  been  born 
eight  children,  three  of  whom  are  deceased :  George, 
Jacob  and  Lillie,  all  of  whom  died  young.  The 
survivors  are  William  G.,  Susan  L.,  Harry  W., 
Celia  M.  and  Cora  M..  all  at  home  with  their  par- 
ents. Mr.  Stoneback,  politically,  is  a  sound  Repub- 
lican and  lias  held  some  of  the  minor  offices  of  his 
township.  As  a  soldier,  he  belongs  to  George  B. 
MeClellan  Post,  No.  368,  at  Morganville. 

On  the  17tb  of  August,  1862,  during  the  progress 
of  the  Civil  War,  Mi-.  Stoneback  enlisted  in  his 
native  county  in  Company  I,  124th  Pennsylvania 
Infantry  und^r  command  of  Capt.  Hinkson  and 
Col.  Hawlcy.  The  regiment  was  assigned  to  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac  and  Mr.  Stoneback  with  his 
comrades  participated  in  many  of  the  important 
liattles  of  the  war  and  endured  the  hardships  and 
pi'ivations  common  to  a  soldier's  life.  Although 
frequently  being  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight  and 
engaging  in  the  battle  of  Antietam  and  Chancellors- 
ville,  he  escaped  without  a  wound,  although  con- 
tracting a  disease  from  whicii  he  has  never  fully 
recovered.  His  army  record  was  one  reflecting 
credit  upon  him  and  at  the  close  lie  received  an 
honorable  discharge. 


\f^OBERT  J.  HUEY.  One  of  the  most  prom- 
'm>  Inentyoung  men  of  Ogden  Township  is  the 
(li\\\  one  whose  name  stands  at  the  head  of  this 
^P  sketch.  He  resides  on  his  farm  on  section 
7,  and  takes  a  deep  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the 
neighborhood,  being  always  ready  to  help  push  for- 
ward any  legitimate  enterprise  which  has  for  its  ob- 
ject the  improvement  of  the  township.  His  abil- 
ity is  recognized  by  those  who  know  him  best  and 
his  counsel  is  sought  on  all  occasions  of  impor- 
tance. 

Robert  Huey,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania,  where  he  followed  the  oc- 
cupation of  a  farmer.  In  1849,  he  caught  the 
"gold  fever"  and  went  to  California  where  he  re- 
mained some  time  then  went  from  there  to  Austra- 
lia, and  after  staying  there  a  length  of  time,  re- 
turned home.     The  mother,  is  Eliza  (Benn)  Huey, 


also  a  native  of  Pennslyvania.  Their  marriage 
took  place  in  that  State  and  it  was  also  their  home 
during  the  life-time  of  the  father.  His  death  oc- 
curred in  1856  and  Mrs.  Huey  subsequently  re- 
married, taking  for  her  second  husband,  John 
E.  Raster.  Their  home  is  in  Clarion  County, 
Pa.  Bj'  the  first  marriage  there  were  two  chil- 
dren ;  the  elder,  Candace,  died  in  infancy. 
Robert  was  born  in  Clarion  County,  Pa.,  Sept. 
4,  1855.  He  was  fortunate  enough  to  secure 
a  good  common-school  education  besides  attend- 
ing for  a  few  terms,  a  good  academy.  Being 
thus  well  equipped  for  the  struggle,  he  began  the 
battle  of  life  on  a  farm  at  the  early  age  of  fifteen 
years.  Verj'  wiselj'  be  did  not  regard  his  education 
as  useless  lumber  to  be  cast  aside  for  "  practical 
knowledge"  but  utilized  it  to  .assist  him  in  gaining 
a  deeper  insight  into  the  workings  of  every-day 
life,  and  the  result  is,  that  although  yet  a  3'oung 
man,  he  is  a  successful  one  and  likely  to  rise  to 
still  greater  prominence  and  usefulness  in  his 
adopted  State. 

In  1876,  during  the  montii  of  October,  our  sub- 
ject left  Pennsylvania  and  emigrated  to  Kans.as.  He 
first  made  his  home  with  his  uncle  at  Belvue,  Pot- 
tawatomie County.  In  the  Spring  of  1883  he  re- 
moved to  Ogden  where  he  bought  eighty  acres  of 
land  in  the  northeast  quarter  of  section  7,  town  11, 
range  7  east.  The  yilace  was  partly  improved  when 
Mr.  Huey  took  possession  of  it  and  he  has  continued 
the  improvements  paying  much  attention  to  better- 
ing the  quality  of  the  soil.  His  efforts  in  the  latter 
direction  have  proven  veiy  successful  and  are  highly 
flattering  to  his  ability  as  an  advanced  and  pro- 
gressive farmer.  He  has  at  the  present  time  about 
fifty  acres  under  cultivation.  In  addition  to  rais- 
ing crops  he  also  raises  horses  and  hogs  and  trusts 
in  the  near  future  to  have  ([uite  a  large  stock-farm. 

Mr.  Huey  is  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  No.  '2S 1 , 
of  Ogden,  and  has  held  all  the  offices  in  the  lodge. 
is  at  present  sitting  Past  Grand,  is  also  permanent 
Secretary.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the  School 
Board  in  District  4,  a  position  which  his  education 
eminently  qualified  him  to  fill.  He  was  a  Justice 
of  the  Peace  one  year  and  is  now  serving  his  second 
term  as  Township  Trustee  of  Ogden  Township.  In 
politics  he  is  active  and  efficient  and   throws  the 
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weight  of  his  influence  in  favor  of  the  Republican 
party.  He  was  elected  a  delegate  to  the  Congres- 
sional Convention  at  Clay  Center,  which  met  in 
July,  1886  and  nominated  John  A.  Anderson  for 
Congress. 


^^JEORGE  FARRELL.  Among  tlie  sturdy 
[//  spirits  who  sought  the  wilds  of  Northern 

^JK  Kansas  during  its  pioneer  days,  came  Mr. 
Farrell,  who  may  now  be  found  at  a  well-regulated 
homestead  in  Exeter  Township,  on  section  1 .  He 
comes  of  a  substantial  ancestry  and  was  born  on 
the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic  in  Lancastershire, 
England,  Nov.  27,  1825.  His  parents  were  Robert 
and  Mary  (Lawrence)  Farrell  who  were  natives 
respectively  of  Ireland  and  England. 

AVhen  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  three  or  four 
years  old  his  parents  removed  to  the  North  of  Ire- 
land where  he  was  reared  to  man's  estate  and  re- 
ceived a  limited  education  in  the  common  schools. 
His  habits  of  reading  And  observation,  however, 
have  made  him  an  intelligent  and  well-informed 
man,  fully  capable  of  transacting  all  ordinary  busi- 
ness and  one  with  whom  an  hour  may  be  spent  in  a 
pleasant  and  profitable  manner.  Mr.  Farrell  re- 
mained in  Ireland  until  the  spring  of  1848  and 
then,  a  young  man  of  twenty-one  years,  resolved 
upon  seeking  his  fortunes  in  America.  Repairing 
to  Liverpool  he  embarked  on  the  sailing  vessel 
"  Queen "  which  after  a  voyage  of  twenty-eight 
days  landed  him  safely  in  New  York  City. 

P'rom  this  point  young  Farrell  proceeded  to 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  where  he  followed  his  trade  of 
a  weaver,  and  on  then2th  of  December,  1849  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Margaret  Ingraham. 
In  the  spring  of  1855  he  resolved  upon  a  removal 
to  the  far  West  and  crossing  the  Mississippi  located 
in  Monroe  County,  Iowa,  among  its  earliest  pio- 
neers. He  prosecuted  farming  there  for  a  period 
of  fifteen  years,  then  coming  to  Northern  Kansas 
located  in  the  fall  of  1870,  in  Clay  County,  of 
whicii  he  has  since  been  a  resident.  He  home- 
steaded  160  acres  of  land  upon  which  no  improve- 
ments had  been  made,  whatever,  and  for  a  series  of 
years  bent  his   energies  to  the    building   up  of  the 


homestead.  He  endured  the  hardships  and  priva- 
tions common  to  life  on  the  frontier,  and  while 
watching  the  growth  and  development  of  his 
adopted  county  contributed  materially  to  its  well- 
fare.  He  identified  himself  with  the  United  Pres- 
byterian Church  in  Iowa  about  1860,  and  in  poli- 
tics is  a  stanch  supporter  of   the  Republican  party. 

To  our  subject  anil  his  estimable  wife  there  were 
born  five  children,  the  eldest,  of  whom,  a  son  Will- 
iam H.,  is  farming  in  Union  Township;  Robert  is 
a  resident  of  Blaine  Township;  John  and  James  are 
living,  the  former  in  Nebraska,  the  latter  in  this 
county ;  George  is  deceased.  The  mother  of  these 
children  departed  this  life  Jan.  8,  1889. 

Robert  Farrell  was  born  in  Monroe  County, 
Iowa,  June  18,  1856,  and  was  fourteen  years  old 
when  his  parents  came  to  Kansas,  where  he  was 
reared  to  man's  estate  and  has  become  one  of  the 
prominent  and  useful  men  of  his  community.  He 
has  a  good  farm  of  eighty  acres  on  section  36, 
Blaine  Township,  and  possesses  in  a  marked  degree 
the  energy  and  perseverance  of  his  sire.  He  has 
himself  earned  the  property  which  he  now  owns, 
and  is  a  steady-going,  reliable  man — one  who  en- 
joys the  esteem  of  his  neighbors  and  like  his 
father  votes  the  straight  Republican  ticket.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  is  meet- 
ing with  success  in  his  chosen  calling. 


PRISBY  SHAFER  JOHNSON,  Superintend- 
ent of  the  Washington  County  Poor  Farm, 
is  making  for  himself  a  good  record  in  this 
capacity  and  it  is  considered  that  he  is  faithfully 
earning  the  salary  of  $1,200  which  forms  one  of  the 
perquisites  of  the  position.  He  came  to  Washing- 
ton County  on  the  3d  of  March,  1877,  and  in  due 
lime  established  liimself  as  one  of  its  most  reliable 
citizens  and  was  looked  upon  as  one  taking  an  in- 
terest in  all  that  pertained  to  its  prosperity  and 
advancement.  He  is  an  Ohio  man  by  birth,  first 
opening  his  eyes  to  the  light  In  Logan  County,  lliat 
State,  Nov.  21,1856. 

John  Johnson,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was    a 
native    of  Kentucky  and  married  for    his    second 
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wife  Miss  Rachel  Allman,  the  mother  of  Fiisby  8., 
who  was  born  in  Kentuclvy.  After  marriage  the 
parents  settled  in  Logan  County,  Ohio,  and  tlic 
father  followed  farming  pursuits,  building  up  a 
comfortable  homestead  where  he  and  his  estimable 
wife  spent  the  remainder  of  their  days.  There  were 
born  to  them  five  children,  of  whom  Frisby  S.  was 
next  to  the  youngest.  John  Shafer  by  a  former 
marriage  had  become  the  father  of  six  children. 
The  family  is  considerably  scattered  but  the 
most  of  them  are  residents  of  Ohio  and  Kansas. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  spent  his  boyhood 
days  in  the  manner  common  to  the  sons  of  pioneer 
farmers,  attending  the  district  school  in  summer 
and  being  required  to  make  himself  useful  around 
the  homestead  during  the  seasons  of  plowing,  sow- 
ing and  reaping.  He  lived  with  his  parents  on  the 
old  farm  until  reaching  his  majority  and  soon  af- 
terward started  out  for  himself,  coming  to  this 
State  and  settling  first  in  Little  Blue  Township, 
where  his  father  had  given  him  1 60  acres  of  land 
on  section  30.  This  land  lay  in  its  original  condi- 
tion and  Mr.  Johnson  made  it  his  first  business  to 
put  up  a  shelter  for  himself,  in  which  he  kejjt  bach-  1 
elor's  hall  and  proceeded  with  the  improvement  of 
his  property.  He  thus  lived  until  the  latter  part 
of  1879,  and  on  the  31st  of  August,  that  year,  took 
unto  himself  a  wife  and  helpmate,  Miss  Joanna 
Rose.  This  ladj'  was  born  in  Fulton  County,  Ohio, 
Aug.  8,  1 862,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Peter  and  An- 
geline  Rose,  who  came  to  Kansas  in  187G  and  set- 
tled in  Washington  County.  Three  years  later 
they  removed  to  Michigan  and  there  spent  their 
last  days. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson  commenced  their  wedded 
life  on  the  farm  where  they  lived  until  Mr.  John- 
son was  appointed  to  his  present  position,  when 
they  removed  to  the  County  Farm  leaving  the 
other  in  the  hands  of  renters.  But  Mr.  Johnson 
still  superintends  its  operations. 

The  Washington  Count}'  Poor  Farm  embraces 
160  acres  of  land  and  is  located  on  section  20,  Lo- 
gan Township.  Mr.  Johnson  was  the  first  Super- 
intendent, it  having  onl}'  been  purchased  in  the 
spring  of  1888.  It  was  opened  with  six  inmates. 
The  largest  numlier  at  any  time  has  been  eleven 
and    there     is  an     averaoc     of  about     nine.     The 
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farm  is  self-supporting  with  the  exception  of  the 
Superintendent's  salary.  Mr.  Johnson's  farm  is 
admirably  adapted  to  fruit  raising.  He  has  a  peach 
orchard  of  500  trees  and  during  the  summer  of 
1889  sokU400  worth  of  this  luscious  fruit,  some 
of  the  peaches  being  over  ten  inches  in  circumfer- 
ence. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson  are  the  parents  of  two 
sons— Blaine  and  Ray.  From  the  name  of  the  first 
mentioned  the  politics  of  our  subject  may  be 
readily  guessed.  He  is  a  Republican  of  the  first 
water,  a  man  with  decided  views  and  opinions  and 
one  who  is  not  easily  turned  from  his  convictions. 
He  was  elected  one  of  the  Trustees  of  Little  Blue 
Township  in  the  spring  of  1888  antl  re-elected  in 
1889,  but  resigned  to  accept  his  present  position. 
Socially  he  belongs  to  Lodge  No.  276  I.  O.  O.  F., 
at  Barnes. 


ACKSON  M.  PRIEST  is  the  owner  and  occu- 
iM-tile  farm  on  section  22.  Logan 
Washington    Count}-,  where    he 

^^     --"- -^lie  spring  of  1889,  and  to  which 

he  came  from  another  part  of  the  State.  He  was 
born  in  West  Virginia  Aug.  29,  1830,  and  was 
a  son  of  Stephen  and  Mary  (  Mendel)  Priest.  His 
parents  were  natives  of  AVest  Virginia,  whence  thev, 
some  years  after  marriage,  removed  to  Washington 
County,  Ohio.  Later  they  returned  to  Wetzel 
County,  W.  Va..  where  the  mother  died  June  17, 
1859.  The  father  survived  until  1873  when  he 
died,  aged  eighty-eight  years.  Valentine  Mendel, 
the  maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  w.as  a 
German,  who  settled  in  West  Virginia.  He  mar- 
ried a  Pennsjlvania  lady  and  reared  a  large  famiU- 
of  children. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  was  tiie  youn- 
gest of  ten  children  born  to  his  parents.  His  early 
life  was  spent  in  Ohio  and  West  Virginia.  He 
early  learned  the  shoemaker's  trade,  and  later  the 
art  of  taking  ambrotypes.  He  also  engaged  in  the 
profession  of  teaching.  He  was  not  in  the  army 
during  the  late  war  but  did  goojj  service  in  recruit- 
ing, spending  lime  and  money  in  that  work.  In 
1869  he  came  to  this  State,  making  his  first  stop  at 
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Atchison.  After  a  few  months  there  he  settled  in 
Mayday  Township,  Riley  County,  where  he  took  a 
homestead  of  160  acres,  on  sections  21,  27,  and  28. 
He  had  no  property  when  he  came  to  Kansas,  but 
by  the  exercise  of  thrift  .ind  industry  he  has  been 
enabled  to  rear  his  family  in  comfort  and  to  estab- 
lish himself  on  a  good  financial  basis.  In  1889,  as 
above  stated,  he  removed  to  this  county. 

Mr.  Priest  has  been  twice  married.  His  first  wife. 
Elizabeth  Mount,  with  wliom  he  was  united  in 
Washington  County,  Ohio,  died  two  years  and  five 
mouths  after  their  marriage,  leaving  no  family. 
March  20, 1856,  he  became  the  husband  of  Mary  .1. 
Allen,  daughter  of  Robert  Allen,  of  West  Virginia. 
The  result  of  this  union  has  been  the  birth  of  nine 
children — William  A.,  .John  F.,  Leauder  .1..  Mary 
E.,  Quintelle  U.,  Etba  (1.,  Samuel  O..  Harry  A.  and 
one  who  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Priest  is  a  member  of  the  Democratic  party, 
but  is  not  a  strict  party  man.  He  has  held  local 
offices, discharging  their  duties  with  discretion.  lie 
belongs  to  the  Church  of  Christ,  with  which  he  has 
been  identified  since  the  age  of  nineteen.  A  man  of 
intelligence,  industrious  habits,  friendly  address 
and  irreproachable  character,  Mr.  Priest  merits  the 
esteem  in  which  he  is  held. 


#«#^ 


JILLIAM  M.  STILL.  Among  the  self-made 
men  worthy  of  mention  in  connection  with 
the  leading  citizens  of  Ogden  Township, 
Mr.  Still  should  occupy  a  prominent  position.  De- 
prived of  early  advantages  during  his  youth,  he 
has  had  to  struggle  upward  unaided  excei)t  by  the 
the  resources  with  which  nature  endowed  him.  His 
career  has  been  marked  by  great  industr}'  and  per- 
severance, which  have  placed  him  in  good  circum- 
stances financially.  He  is  the  owner  of  a  valuable 
farm,  where  lie  has  effected  good  improvements, 
and  one  of  his  chief  desires  now  is  to  give  to  his  chil- 
dren tliose  advantages  of  whicii  he  was  deprived 
in  his  youti).  He  is  connected  by  marri.ige  with 
some  of  the  first  families  in  the  countj-,  and  is  uni- 
versally respected  by  his  fellow-citizens. 

Of    Southern    antecedents,   the  sulijcct    of    this 


sketch  is  the  son  of  James  Alfred  Still,  a  native  of 
Tennessee,  a  carpenter  by  trade,  and  also  a  farmer. 
The  latter  married  Miss  Lucina  Cornwell  in  Ken- 
tucky, this  lady  being  a  native  of  the  Blue  Grass 
State,  and  they  resided  in  that  State  until  after  the 
decease  of  the  mother,  which  occurred  in  1 847. 
There  were  born  to  them  nine  children,  of  whom 
William  M.,  next  to  the  eldest,  first  opened  his 
eyes  to  the  light,  Dec.  11,  1833.  at  the  home  of  his 
parents,  in   Marshall  County,  Ky. 

When  a  lad  of  fifteen  years,  William  Still  left 
home,  starting  out  in  life  for  himself,  .and  after 
being  variously  occupied,  commenced  running  on 
a  flat-boat  on  the  Mississippi  River.  In  185-1,  lie 
went  into  Mississippi  County,  Mo.,  and  the  follow- 
ing year  came  to  Kansas  Territory,  accompanied 
by  George  and  Jessie  Edward.  He  settled  on  Solo- 
mon Forks,  near  the  present  site  of  Solomon  City, 
and  forty  miles  west  of  Ft.  Riie3',  at  which  time 
there  were  two  houses  between  there  and  the  fori. 
One  of  these  was  occupied  by  Thomas  Re^-nolds, 
and  the  other  by  .Tames  Lanning.  A  few  montiis 
later  young  Still  repaired  to  Ft.  Riley  and  occupied 
himself  in  getting  out  logs  for  an  old  sawmill  at 
Pawnee,  which  place  was  wiped  out  of  existence  by 
order  of  the  then  Secretary  of  War,  Jefferson  Davis, 
in  1855.  Later  in  the  3'ear,  Mr.  Still  worked  for 
a  Mr.  Morris  on  Eureka  Lake,  whicli  lake  Mr. 
Morris  had  named.  In  the  spring  of  1856  he  went 
to  Riley  City  and  entered  the  employ  of  Fox 
Boothe,  remaining  with  him  during  the  summer, 
and  when  returning  was  employed  by  Joseph  M. 
Myers.  Later,  he  worked  for  James  Dixon  (wlio 
is  represented  elsewhere  in  this  work)  i)utting  up 
hay. 

In  the  spring  of  1857  Mr.  Still  rented  land  on 
Seven  Mile  Creek,  and  began  farming.  The  next 
year  he  broke  the  first  sod  on  his  present  place, 
and  w.as  the  most  northerly  settler  on  Seven  Mile 
Creek.  In  1859,  he  rented  a  farm  of  C.  M.  Dyclie, 
and  in  1860  settled  upon  his  present  place,  where 
he  has  since  remained,  with  the  exception  of  the 
time  s))ent  on  a  few  trips  on  the  plains.  On  the 
23d  of  April,  of  that  year,  he  took  unto  himself  a 
wife  anil  heli)mate — Mi.ss  Catliorine  O'Malley,  a 
sister  of  ]Mrs.  Calvin  M.  Dyclie.  whoso  luisliand  is 
represented  elsewhere  in  this  work. 
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To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Still  there  were  born  nioe  chil- 
dren, all  of  whom  are  living.  Calvin  M.  married 
Bridget  Quinn,  is  the  fatlier  of  two  children  (one 
deceased),  and  lives  in  Texas;  Susan  is  the  wife  of 
,T.  C.  Ryan,  and  the  mother  of  one  child;  they  live 
in  Wabaunsee  C'ountj',  Kan.;  Emeline  is  unmarried, 
and  a  resident  of  Texas;  Mary  Ellen,  Daniel,  Will- 
iam, Catherine,  Allen  and  Sarah  remain  at  home 
with  their  parents.  Mrs.  Still  and  the  children  are 
all  members  of  the  Catholic  Church.  Mr.  Still, 
politically,  is  rather  conservative,  but  gives  his  sup- 
port to  the  Democratic  party.  He  is  the  Treasurer 
of  School  District  No.  32,  and  has  been  a  member 
of  the  Board  for  a  dozen  years. 

The  Still  homestead  forms  one  of  the  most  beau- 
tiful pictures  in  the  landscape  of  Ogden  Township. 
The  estate  includes  880  acres  of  land,  240  of  which 
are  under  the  plow,  and  the  balance  is  pasture  and 
meadow.  The  residence  is  a  fine  stone  structure,  a 
story  and  a  half  in  height,  and  adjacent  is  the  sub- 
stantial barn  and  other  buildings  usually  required 
by  the  intelligent  and  progressive  farmer.  There 
is  an  orchard  of  100  apple  trees,  besides  the  smaller 
fruits,  and  fifty  grape  vines.  Mr.  Still  feeds  all  the 
grain  he  raises  to  his  live-stock,  and  has  the  pres- 
ent season  (1889)  160  head  of  cattle,  thirteen  head 
of  horses,  and  a  very  large  herd  of  swine.  The 
farming  operations  are  conducted  in  that  systematic 
manner  which   scarcely  f'lils  of  satisfactory  results. 


(^j  UGUST  .TAEDICKE.     In    recounting    the 
(^O     history   of  the  origin  of  Hanover,    Kan., 
jni^    and  tlie  German  settlement  surrounding  it, 
1^'  the  name  of  Mr.  Jaedicke  will  ever  occup}' 

a  prominent  and  honored  place.  Among  the  most 
valuable  citizens  who  have  sought  the  American 
shore  from  across  the  Atlantic,  the  native  born 
German  unquestionably  stands  at  the  head.  The 
sons  of  the  Fatherland  have  not  only  proven  a 
power  in  the  development  of  the  great  AVest,  but 
in  lending  their  genius,  their  excellent  judgment 
and  their  strong  fidelity  to  the  right,  in  molding 
governmental  affairs  and  in  upholding  the  laws  in 
all  sections  of  the  gre.at  nation  which  they  have  ac 


cepted  as  their  own  and  for  which  they  have  done 
so  much.  As  above  stated,  our  subject  is  especially 
identified  with  the  early  history  of  Hanover,  he 
having  erected  the  first  building  in  the  place,  kept 
the  first  store  ever  opened  here  and  was  also  the 
Postmaster  during  all  these  years,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a  short  period  of  three  years,  when  for  po- 
lical  reasons  he  had  to  make  room  for  another. 

In  the  history  of  the  life  of  Mr.  Jaedicke  are 
man}'  valuable  lessons  for  the  rising  generation. 
The  young  men  who  are  preparing  themselves  for 
active  life  may  read  with  interest  and  with  profit 
the  sketch  we  will  record  in  these  pages  of  this  es- 
teemed citizen.  He  came  here  possessing  but  little 
means  and  with  a  partner  started  a  small  store  and 
by  closest  attention  to  business,  together  with  the 
exercise  of  economy  and  sagacit}'  he  prospered  and 
was  soon  enabled  to  buy  out  the  interest  of  his 
partner.  He  assumed  control  of  the  entire  business 
and  entered  upon  a  career  which  has  not  only  been 
pre-eminentl}'  successful  as  far  the  accumulation  of 
means  are  concerned,  but  in  being  useful  to  the 
community  with  which  he  is  thoroughly  identified 
and  making  a  honorable  record  as  a  business  man 
and  public-spirited  citizen.  He  has  proven  him- 
self a  friend  to  many  a  struggling  neighbor  and  in 
this  way  has  especially  endeared  himself  to  many 
who  are  to-day,  well-to-do  people.  In  1878  he 
built  the  first  brick  business  house  ever  erected 
in  the  town.  It  is  a  splendid  building,  30x80  feet 
and  fit  to  grace  the  street  of  any  of  the  larger  cities 
of  the  State.  In  this  building  he  carried  on  busi- 
ness with  unusual  success  until  May  1st,  1889, 
which  completed  more  than  twenty  years  in  the 
mercantile  business  in  this  place,  he  having  first 
opened  his  store  in  1868. 

Our  subject  has  ever  been  foremost  in  all  public 
enterprises  and  we  therefore  naturally  find  him  at 
the  head  of  the  movement  to  organize  the  Hanover 
State  Bank,  which  organization  was  completed  July 
20,  1889.  He  was  chosen  President  and  his  eldest 
son,  August  Jaedicke,  Jr.,  was  elected  cashier.  This 
young  man  has  been  especially  qualified  for  the  po- 
sition having  received  a  splendid  education,  which 
was  supplemented  by  a  commercial  course  at 
(Juincy,  111.  The  Hanover  State  Bank,  which  has 
already  proyen   a   great  convenience  and  in  fact  a 
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rich  blessing  to  tlie  people  of  this  community, 
opened  its  doors  Aug.  1st,  1889.  Business  was 
transacted  in  Mr.  Jaedicke's  office  at  the  time  and 
where  it  will  remain  until  the  completion  of  the 
splendid  new  bank  building  which  is  now  being 
erected.  This  bnilding,  which  occupies  space 
30x60  feet  on  the  corner  of  North  and  HoUenberg 
streets,  will  be  supplied  with  all  the  modern  con- 
veniences and  appliances  for  safety  which  modern 
architecture  has  devised.  Upon  the  opposite  corner 
he  has  erected  a  most  elegant  brick  residence  which 
lias  but  recently  been  completed.  It  is  supplied 
with  all  of  the  conveniences  and  embellishments 
which  a  man  uf  wealth  and  good  taste  could  desire. 
Besides  this  he  has  interested  himself  considerably 
in  real  estate  and  now  owns  about  twenty-five 
houses  in  the  city  and  upwards  of  800  acres  of  fine 
farming  land  in  the  vicinity.  All  of  this  immense 
property  Mr.  Jaedicke  has  accumulated  b}-  his  own 
efforts  during  the  last  twenty-five  years. 

We  may  readily  judge  from  what  he  has  thus  far 
accomplished  that  he  has  been  a  busy  man,  having 
no  hours  to  idle  away,  yet  he  has  been  a  very  social, 
neighborly  man  and  in  religious  and  benevolent,  as 
well  as  social  circles,  has  always  been  a  leader.  He 
was  one  of  the  original  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Clmrch  and  assisted  in  erecting  the  church  building 
both  by  a  liberal  contribution  of  means  and  a  zeal- 
ous example  for  the  cause  of  Christ.  He  was  also 
most  active  in  the  organization  of  the  Deutsche 
Maenner  Verein,  a  society  which  has  for  its  pur- 
I)ose  the  care  of  their  own  country  people  who  are 
without  friends  and  ^who  might  become  sick  or 
otherwise  disqualified  for  work.  It  is  also  an  im- 
portant factor  in  promoting  better  systems  of  edu- 
cation and  in  the  elevation  of  the  people  in  social 
ways.  Mr.  Jaedicke's  enterprise  as  well  his  liberal- 
ity has  been  manifested  toward  this  organiza- 
tion. To  it  he  gave  two  city  lots  upon  which  now 
stands  a  large  hall  and  in  connection  a  beautiful 
garden  or  park.  The  hall  is  a  resort  of  the  best 
people  in  the  place  and  is  quite  homelike  in  all  its 
appointments.  He  is  also  a  charter  member  of  the 
I.  O.  O.  F.  Lodge  No.  155.  and  of  the  Masonic 
Lodge,  No.  69,  being  the  first  Treasurer  of  the 
former. 

When  tiic  city  uf  Hanover  was  organized,  which 


was  in  July,  1872,  Mr.  Jaedicke  was  elected  one 
of  its  Aldermen,  but  being  Postmaster,  was  de- 
barred from  accepting  the  office  as  well  as  other 
positions  which  the  people  would  have  been  glad 
to  have  had  him  accept.  In  all  of  the  different 
societies  for  the  settlement  and  improvement  of 
the  town  and  the  county,  Mr.  Jaedicke  has  ever 
been  prominently  identified.  The  result  of  his 
wise  and  efficient  labors  is  a  rich  harvest,  not  only 
for  his  own  enjoyment  but  for  multitudes  of  his 
own  countrj'men  and  citizens  who  have  come  to 
the  place.  In  more  ways  than  one  he  may  be  justly 
called  the  father  of  Hanover  and  to-daj-  is  more 
widely  known,  not  only  throughout  Washington 
County,  but  the  great  commonwealth  of  Kansas, 
than  any  other  man  in  Hanover. 

As  above  stated  the  subject  of  this  interesting 
sketch  is  a  German  by  birth,  having  been  born  in 
the  Fatherland,  March  5,  1831.  He  spent  his 
younger  years  in  school  and  learning  a  trade.  Later 
he  traveled  over  Germany,  France  and  Denmark. 
He  was  a  free  soldier  during  the  revolution  of  1 848, 
and  went  to  the  seat  of  war  but  was  not  called  upon 
to  participate  in  any  active  service,  although  re- 
maining in  the  ami}'  until  the  siege  of  Sebastopol. 
He  was  a  young  man  of  twenty-four  years  of  age 
when  he  came  to  the  United  States  and  in  the  year 
1859,  made  his  advent  into  Kansas,  stopping  at 
Leavenworth.  Here  he  remained  until  the  year 
1868  when  in  company  with  Mr.  Kalhoefer  he  came 
to  the  site  of  the  present  flourishing  town  of  Ha- 
nover, and  opened  a  store,  as  above  stated.  He  was 
united  in  marriage  Oct.  31, 1869,  with  Miss  Minnie 
Feess,  a  resident  of  Leavenworth  and  the  daughter 
of  George  and  Rosa  (Kuisle)  Feess,  both  deceased. 
Of  this  union  there  have  been  born  seven  children 
of  whom  five  are  living  and  bear  the  following 
names:  August,  Jr.,  Amelia,  Bertha,  Clara  and 
Oscar.     August  was  the  first  boy  born  in  Hanover. 

Our  subject  has  been  especially  devoted  to  his 
family  and  takes  great  satisfaction  in  noting  tiieir 
development  in  educational  matters.  Franz  .lae- 
dicke,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Ger- 
many and  came  to  America  with  August  and  for 
3'ears  has  been  a  prominent  business  man  of  Leav- 
enwortii  where  he  still  resides.  He  was  born  Feb. 
12,  1806,  at  Frankfort-on-the-Oder  in  the  province 
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of  Brandenburg.  His  wife,  Mrs.  Christine  (Fisher) 
.Iae(iicke  first  saw  the  light  in  Guben,  Brandenburg, 
Feb.  20,  1810.  In  Guben  wlieve  Mr.  Jaedicke  had 
settled  as  a  slioemaker,  he  and  Christine  Fishei 
were  united  in  marriage  on  tlie  13th  of  September, 
1827. 

Franz  Jaedicke  rejoices  in  the  possession  of 
twenty-seven  grandchildren  and  fourteen  great- 
grandchildren. He  and  his  aged  partner  celebrated 
their  golden  wedding  Sept.  13,  1877,  and  their 
diamond  wedding  ten  years  later  at  Leavenworth. 
The  wife  died  April  30,  1888. 

In  politics  Mr.  Jaedicke  has  always  been  a  Re- 
publican— strong  in  the  faith  and  a  man  whose 
counsel  has  been  sought.  He  has  for  many  years 
been  recognized  as  one  of  the  influential  leaders  of 
the  party  in  Northern  Kansas  and  no  man  in  this 
part  of  the  State  has  contributed  more  to  the  suc- 
cess of  the  part3'  than  he. 

An  Album  purporting  to  contain  the  life  history 
of  the  prominent  citizens  of  this  county  would  be 
incomplete  without  the  portrait  of  a  man  so  influ- 
ential and  widely  known  as  Mr.  Jaedicke.  It  is 
therefore  with  pleasure  that  we  present  it  else- 
where in  this  volume,  side  b}'  side  with  that  of  iiis 
charming  wife,  who  has  contributed  largely  to  their 
prosperity. 

In  1855  the  Jaedicke  family  emigrated  to  Amer- 
ica, landing  in  New  York  City  on  the  1st  of  July. 
Soon  afterward  they  settled  on  a  farm  near  Buffalo, 
at  the  time  when  many  people  were  emigrating  to 
the  State  of  Kansas.  The  Jaedicke  family  in  due 
time  joined  the  caravan,  landing  in  Leavenworth 
on  the  10th  of  March,  1859,  where  the  father  fol- 
lowed shoemaking  until  1872  and  then  retired  from 
active  labor. 

To  this  pair  there  were  born    nine  children,  six 
of  whom  are  living.     The  eldest,  Ferdinand,  owns   J 
a  farm  near  Kickapoo,  Kan. ;  he  is  married  and  has   j 
three  children,  two  daughters  and  one  son.     Our    ' 
subject   was  in    order    of    birth  the  second  child.    ] 
Amelia,  Mrs.  Person,   is  a   resident  of    Junction 
City,  Kan.;  §he  is  the  mother  of  four  children,  two    | 
daughters  and  two   sons.     The  fourth   child,  Jlrs. 
Caroline  Hamann,  is  a  resident  of  Leavenworth  and 
the  mother  of  seven  children,  three   sons  and  four   j 
daughters.     Frederick  Willielm   is  the  fifth  one  of  i 


the  living  children.  He  resides  at  Lawrence  and 
is  engaged  in  the  hardware  business.  He  has  four 
children — one  son  and  three  daughters.  The 
3'oungest  child,  Mrs.  Paulina  Urech,  resides  in 
Lawrence,  Kan.,  and  is  the  mother  of  four  children  : 
two  daughters  and  two  sons. 


S; 


HRISTIAN  L.  ROBERTS.  It  has  been  said 
that  "  the  good  that  men  do  dies  with  them." 
This  proverb  is  probabl}'  more  trite  than 
true.  Certainly  it  is  not  the  case  with  the  gentle- 
man with  whose  name  we  introduce  this  sketch, 
who  is  remembered  as  one  of  Washington  County's 
most  honored  residents,  and  as  one  who  was  largely 
influential  in  developing  the  vast  resources  of  its 
soil  and  improving  the  land,  bringing  it  to  a  high 
state  of  cultivation.  He  was  born  in  Lawrence 
County,  Ky.,  in  the  year  1835,  and  passed  to  his 
last  rest  March  12,  1888,  when  still  in  life's  prime, 
having  rounded  out  only  a  few  more  tiian  a  half 
century  of  years. 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  his  native  State, 
where  his  father,  George  Roberts,  resided  until  the 
son  had  attained  to  the  age  of  eighteen  years.  Then 
coming  West,  they  became  among  the  early  settlers 
of  Kansas,  locating  first  at  Leaveiiworth,  and  re- 
moving thence  to  Olathe,  Johnson  County,  where 
the  father  took  up  a  homestead. 

Christian  Roberts  remained  with  his  parents  un- 
til 1861,  when  hedetermined  to  devote  his  strength 
and  his  life,  if  need  be,  to  the  cause  of  the  Union. 
He  therefore  enlisted  in  Company  IL,  12th  Kansas 
Infantry,  with  which  he  served  three  years.  He 
was  taken  prisoner  bj'  Quantrell's  band,  but  was 
soon  paroled,  and  after  being  exchanged  returned 
to  his  command.  His  last  active  service  was  dur- 
ing a  raid  at  Ft.  Rilej',  Kan.,  Aug.  7,  1865,  soon 
after  which  he  was  discharged.  About  two  years 
after  the  war  he  came  to  Washington  County  and 
settled  in  Charleston  Township.  He  homesteaded 
forty  acres,  and  purchased  school  land  sufficient  to 
make  a  total  acreage  of  1 90. 

At  the  home  of  the  bride's  parents,  in  Johnson 
County,  Kan.,  July   27,   1862,    Mr.    Roberts   was 
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united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Almarinda.  Givens. 
Slie  was  the  daughter  of  David  and  Catherine 
(La  Masters)  Givens,  and  was  born  in  Braxton 
County,  W.  Va.,  Sept.  25,  1833.  Mr.  Givens  was 
a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  after  liis  death, 
which  occurred  in  the  Blue  Grass  State,  iiis  widow 
drew  a  pension  on  account  of  his  military  service. 
In  1860  she  removed  to  Jolinson  County,  Kan., 
and  resided  there  until  tlie  war  had  closed.  There- 
after she  made  her  home  in  Washington  County 
until  her  death,  in  1885.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Givens 
were  the  parents  of  ten  children — Belinda,  Keziah, 
Zutelby,  Rebecca  J.  (deceased),  Ciiarity,  George 
W.,  Catherine,  Almarinda,  Agnes  and  Alvira  (de- 
ceased). 

Onto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roberts  were  born  seven 
children,  three  of  wliom — Franklin,  William  and 
Jessie  Ollie — are  deceased.  The  living  are:  Ida 
May,  Julia  A.,  Gertrude  and  Katie.  Mrs.  Roberts 
was  a  loving  and  devoted  wife,  and  was  with  her 
husband  during  a  considerable  portion  of  his  service 
as  a  soldier.  Her  life  is  now  consecrated  to  her 
children,  who  well  repay  her  for  her  labor  and  sac- 
rifices on  their  behalf.  Their  comfortable  home, 
which  is  represented  by  a  view  elsewhere  in  this 
volume,  is  still  overshadowed  by  the  loss  of  the 
husband  and  father,  but  their  many  friends  are  as 
certain  of  a  warm  welcome  as  in  days  of  yore, 
when  happy  hearts  h.ad  not  been  saddened  by  the 
touch  of  death. 

Not  only  was  the  death  of  our  subject  a  sad 
affliction  to  his  wife  and  children,  but  it  was  a  loss 
to  the  entire  communitj',  where  he  was  esteemed  as 
an  upright  man  and  reliable  citizen.  He  was  an 
earnest  advocate  of  the  principles  of  the  Republi- 
can party,  and  was  the  first  Ti'ustee  of  Charleston 
Township,  in  which  capacity  he  served  for  several 
terms  with  judgment  and  discretion. 

eHRISTIAM  O.  PANNBACKER.  This  en- 
terprising German  citizen  owns  and  occu- 
pies a  good  farm  in  Charleston  Township, 
along  its  southern  line,  on  section  32,  where  he  has 
160  acres  of  thoroughly  cultivated  land  ujion  which 


he  has  erected  good  buildings  and  where  he  has 
established  one  of  the  best  homesteads  in  this  town- 
ship. He  settled  here  in  1879  and  the  faithful 
labor  of  ten  3fears  past  has  been  amply  rewarded. 
He  possesses  all  the  substantial  traits  of  an  excellent 
German  ancestry  and  is  one  of  those  men  who  have 
assisted  so  greatly  in  the  progress  and  development 
of  Washington  County.  His  farm  huildings  are 
substantial  structures,  in  keeping  with  the  pursuits 
of  rural  life,  while  he  has  a  goodly  assortment  of 
live  stock  and  the  machinery  necessary  for  tilling 
the  soil  to  good  advantage. 

The  subject  of  tiiis  notice  was  born  in  tlie  Grand 
Duchy  of  Oldenburg,  Germany,  Dec.  28,  1848,  and 
is  the  sou  of  Ulrich  and  Johanna  C.  Pannbacker, 
who  were  likewise  natives  of  that  Province.  The 
mother  is  deceased;  the  father  lives  in  the  old 
country  on  the  home  farm.  Their  family  consisted 
of  six  children  and  Christian  O.,  like  the  others, 
was  reared  upon  a  farm,  and  lived  in  Oldenburg 
until  a  man  of  twenty-six  years,  being  still  unmar- 
ried. He  had  always  had  a  desire  for  something 
better  than  his  surroundings  in  his  native  land,  and 
was  always  an  interested  listener  to  the  tales  which 
reached  him  of  the  opportunities  held  out  to  those 
emigrating  to  America  and  seeking  the  far  West. 
He  finally  determined  to  cross  the  Atlantic,  and 
accordingly  in  1874  made  the  voyage  in  safet}'  and 
at  once  coming  to  this  State,  established  himself  on 
a  farm  in  the  vicinity  of  Hanover.  Later  he  was 
occupied  on  the  railroad  one  year.  In  March,  1875 
iie  went  East  as  far  as  Peoria,  III.,  where  he  was  era- 
ployed  as  a  gardener  and  in  the  lumber  j^ards,  also 
on  the  railroad. 

In  March,  1876.  Mr.  P.innbacker  was  joined  by 
his  brother,  Ulrich  G.,  who  had  emigrated  from 
the  Fatherland  and  with  whom  he  came  back  to 
Kansas.  After  a  visit  with  friends  in  Hanover,  they 
repaired  to  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  wliere  they  employed 
themselves  for  a  time  at  whatever  they  could  find 
to  do.  In  the  fall  of  that  year  they  returned  to 
Hanover  and  rented  a  tr.act  of  land  in  Hanover 
Township  upon  which  they  operated  together  in 
partnership  for  two  years.  In  the  meantime,  with 
genuine  German  thrift  and  prudence  they  had 
saved  something  from  their  earnings  and  still  in 
partnership   purchased   a  tract   of  land.     In  1879 
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Christian  O.  bouoht  his  present  farm  of  160 
acres,  when  it  was  comparatively  in  an  unim- 
proved state.  He  was  married,  Nov.  4,  1871),  tu 
Miss  Elizabeth  Dillon  Parks,  the  wedding  taking 
place  in  tlie  town  of  Washington,  the  Rev. 
(4eorge  Hageman  oHieiating.  Mrs.  Pannbacker  was 
born  in  Knox  County,  Ohio,  June  11,  1846  and  is 
the  daughter  of  William  H.  and  Hannah  (Dillon) 
Parks  who  were  natives  of  Ohio  and  are  now  in 
Lawrence,  Kan.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pannbacker  com- 
menced their  wedded  life  at  the  farm  where  thej^ 
now  reside  and  for  the  first  few  j'ears  labored  hard 
and  practiced  much  economy  in  order  to  get  a  start. 
They  are  now  in  comfortable  circumstances,  with 
plenty  to  eat,  drink  and  wear,  and  with  a  prospect 
of  a  competence  in  their  old  age.  They  have  not 
been  blessed  with  children,  but  enjoy  the  friendship 
of  all  the  people  around  them.  Mr.  Pannbacker 
upon  becoming  a  voting  citizen  identiQed  himself 
with  the  Republican  party  and  in  religious  matters 
adheres  to  the  doctrines  of  the  Lutheran  Church  in 
which  he  was  reared  from  boyhood.  He  is  a  self- 
made  man,  having  accumulated  his  possessions 
solely  by  his  own  industr}-,  receiving  no  assistance 
other  than  that  given  b3'  a  faithful  and  industrious 
wife.  His  land  is  devoted  to  general  agriculture, 
is  fertile,  well  watered  and  yields  good  returns  for 
the  careful  cultivation  which  has  been  given  it  by 
the  present  proprietor. 


-*^- 


m 


i^^HOMAS  WOOD  is  an  old  freighter,  and  re- 
(l^^  members  many  thrilling  and  deeply  interest- 
^^^  ing  stories  of  the  period  when  goods  and 
people  were  carried  across  the'-wild  West"  in  the  big 
freight  wagons  or  the  lumbering  stage  coaches.  He 
is  now  living  on  his  farm  on  section  32,  Ogden 
Township,  Riley  County.  The  farm  is  a  good  one 
under  superior  cultivation,  and  is  devoted  mainly 
to  the  purposes  of  stock-raising.  He  is  principally' 
interested  in  the  breeding  of  horses  but  also  raises 
cattle  and  hogs.  His  farm  embraces  152  acres  of 
good  land,  all  fenced  and  supplied  with  shade  trees 
for  the  comfort  of  the  stock.     The  improvements 


have  partly  been  made  by  Mr.  Wood  himselfjsince 
obtaining  possession  of  it  some  years  ago. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  William  Wood,  was  a 
native  of  Liverpool,  England,  where  he  was  em- 
ployed as  a  policeman.  The  mother  was  Sarah 
(Jones)  Wood,  a  native  of  Wales.  Their  marriage 
took  place  in  Liverpool,  and  they  resided  there  sub- 
sequently for  nearly  seven  years.  They  emigrated 
to  America  about  forty  years  ago  and  settled  in 
Kansas,  where  they  resided  until  1856,  when  they 
removed  to  La  Salle  County,  III.  They  made  their  ' 
home  in  that  State  until  1857,  when  they  once  more 
took  up  their  residence  in  Kansas,  locating  on  the 
farm  now  owned  by  James  Wood.  Mrs.  Wood 
ceased  her  earthly  migrations  in  1862,  and  was  fol- 
lowed to  the  better  world  by  her  husband  in  1883. 
The  parental  family  consisted  of  six  chiMren,  all 
of  whom  are  now  living  and  prospering.  Our  sub- 
ject was  the  second  child  in  order  of  birth,  and  was 
ushered  into  this  world  of  changes  on  May  7,  1846, 
in  Liverpool,  England.  He  never  attended  school 
until  the  family  moved  to  Kansas,  and  as  tlie  school 
facilities  of  the  Territories  of  those  days  were 
meager,  his  chances  for  obtaining  an  education  were 
exceedingly  limited.  However,  he  made  the  most 
of  what  advantages  there  were  and  has  ever  since 
been  able  to  keep  up  with  the  march  of  ideas. 

Mr.  Wood  began  doing  for  himself  when  he  ar- 
rived at  the  age  of  twenty  3'ears,  beginning  his 
independent  career  as  a  freighter,  his  route  lying 
between  Ft.  Riley  and  the  Post  at  Larned.  He  was 
also  one  of  the  first  teamsters  at  Camp  Supply,  at 
the  head  of  the  Canadian  River  and  helped  to  build 
the  first  Post  there.  But  very  few  families  were 
living  in  Riley  County  when  our  subject  took  up 
his  residence  in  it,  and  only  three  other  persons  are 
now  in  the  township  who  were  in  it  at  that  time 
except  the  Wood  family.  They  experienced  the 
usual  hardships  and  vicissitudes  of  frontier  life, 
aggravated  by  the  bad  feeling  that  was  so  frequently' 
being  displayed  by  the  rival  parties  in  politics. 

In  1879  our  subject  and  Miss  Carrie  F.  Sharp 
were  united  in  marriage.  Mrs.  Wood  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Hannah  J.  (Kirk)  Sharp,  natives  of 
Indiana,  who  removed  to  Kansas  in  187G  and  set- 
tled in  Rilej'  County,  where  they  remained  until 
1880,  when    they   removed  to  Wilson  County,  in 
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which  place  they  are  living  at  present.  The}'  were 
the  parents  of  three  children,  of  whom  Mrs.  Wood 
is  the  3'oungest.  She  was  born  in  Indiana,  March 
1,  1862.  Her  advantages  during  youth  for  obtain- 
ing an  education  were  not  of  the  best,  but  she  has 
not  permitted  that  to  hinder  her  from  reading  and 
enjoying  the  best  thought  of  tlie  best  thinkers,  as 
she  takes  delight  in  buying  and  reading  good  books 
and  keeps  well  informed  upon  all  topics  of  current 
literature. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  AVood  are  tlie  parents  of 
four  bright  and  interesting  children,  as  follows; 
Sarah  E.,  Arthur  L.,  John  Walter,  and  Lillis  Edna. 
They  are  a  lively,  intelligent  and  affectionate  fam- 
ily, devoted  to  each  other's  welfare,  and  mutually 
helpful  in  all  the  relations  of  life.  They  occupy  a 
prominent  place  in  social  circles  and  lake  a  deep 
interest  in  all  that  pertains  to  the  education  of  the 
youth  of  the  district.  Mr.  Wood  is  a  member  of 
the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Ogden,  No.  281,  and  has  held 
offices  in  it  as  high  as  Treasurer.  He  has  been 
Treasurer  of  the  School  District  No.  18,  and  Road 
Overseer  of  his  district.  He  is  conservative  in  poli- 
tics rather  than  radical,  and  belongs  to  the  moder- 
ate wing  of  the  Republican  party. 


J n  AMES  WOOD,  one  of  the   noble    band    of 
Kansas   pioneers,  lives   with  his  family  on 
I    section  4,  Riley  County,  in  the  old  log  house 
'    that  was  his  father's  homestead.    The  house 

is  well  preserved  and  quite  comfortable  despite  its 
age  and  is  a  monument  to  the  faith  which  the 
pioneers  of  Kansas  posessed  in  the  future  growth 
and  prosperity  of  the  then  infant  State.  They  built 
substantially,  not  only  their  houses  but  also  the 
government  of  the  youthful  aspirant  for  the  honors 
and  responsibilities  of  statehood.  Upon  the  pres- 
ent generation  devolves  tlie  task  of  preserving  the 
ancient  land  marks,  or  if  that  be  impossible,  at  least 
the  lineaments  of  the  brave  men  who  risked  their 
lives  in  defense  of  the  liberties  of  the  common- 
wealth and  the   appearance  of  the  homes  of  the 


sturdy  defenders  should  be  preserved  by  tiic  skill 
of  art  from  the  ravages  of  time. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  is  the  eldest  son  of 
William  and  Sarah  (Jones)  Wood,  and  a  brother  of 
Thomas  Wood,  a  sketch  of  whose  life  appears  else- 
where in  this  work.  The  mother  of  Mr.  Wood  was 
a  native  of  AValesand  the  fatlierof  Liverpool,  Eng- 
land. Our  subject  was  born  in  the  latter  place  on 
Sept.  27,  1844  and  accompanied  his  parents  to 
America.  The  family  lived  five  years  in  Ken- 
tucky, then  three  years  in  La  Salle  County,  111.  In 
the  fall  of  1857,  they  removed  to  Kansas  and  settled 
on  the  farm  at  present  in  possession  of  the  one  of 
whom  we  write.  The  mother  passed  from  this 
life  to  the  next  one  in  1862.  the  father  continuing  his 
earthly  pilgrimage  until  1883,  when  he,  too,  passed 
over  the  river.  William  Wood  was  engaged  in  the 
business  of  freighting  from  1860  to  1866 ;  he  owned 
his  outfit  and  operated  between  Leavenworth  and 
Fort  Dodge.  The  rates  between  the  two  points 
were  from  two  to  three  dollars  per  hundred  weiglit: 
a  load  for  six  yoke  of  cattle  was  6,000  pounds, 
traveling  at  the  rate  of  about  fifteen  miles  per  day. 

When  our  subject  was  twenty-one  3ears  of  age 
he  began  life  for  himself.  He  followed  the  business 
of  freighting  for  iwo  years  then  began  farm- 
ing, uniting  with  tliat  occupation  the  one  of  stock- 
raising,  and  has  followed  the  dual  business  ever 
since.  During  his  trips  while  in  the  freightiug 
business  he  was  twice  attacked  by  Indians,  first  in 
1864,  at  Cow  Creek,  between  Fts.  Riley  and  Larned, 
about  300  Indians  opening  fire  upon  the  party  of 
freighters  which  consisted  of  about  100  men.  The 
fight  lasted  seven  daj^s  and  resulted  in  the  loss  of  two 
of  the  whites  killed,  one  was  a  Mexican  and  tlie  other 
Sale  Whittaker.  The  second  fight  was  at  Downer's 
Station,  on  the  Smoky  Hill  River,  when  about  fifty 
Indians  engaged  the  whites  who  numbered  only 
twelve.  A  sharp  skirmish  followed  in  which  one 
negro  was  killed  and  two  horses  were  captured  by 
the  red  men.  Such  were  some  of  the  trials  to  which 
the  pioneers,  and  especially  the  freighters,  were 
subjected  in  the  early  days  of  the  liistor}-  of  the 
settlement  of  the  plains. 

Mr.  James  Wood  was  "married  on  April  18.  1880, 
to  Miss  Amelia  Wood,  daughter  of  Job  and  Eleanor 
Jane  (Honaker)  Wood.    The  young   couple   were 
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cousins ;  they  went  to  housekeeping  in  the  house 
which  had  l)een  erected  by  thefatlierof  Mr.  Wood, 
and  have  resided  thei'e  from  that  time  to  the  present. 
Six  children  have  come  to  cheer  and  cement  their 
union,  all  of  whom  are  in  the  enjoyment  of  liealth 
and  strength.  They  are:  Harry  W.,  Elsie  Jane, 
Clarence,  Charles  H.,  Joseph  A.  and  Job  E.  The 
two  latter  are  twins  three  months  old.  Tliey  are 
an  interesting  and  intelligent  family  and  rightfully 
occupy  a  prominent  place  in  the  community.  Mrs. 
"Wood  is  a  worthy  and  devout  member  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church,  and  has  endeared  herself  to  the  poor 
by  her  many  acts  of  kindness  and  charity.  Mr. 
Wood  is  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Ogdon. 
The  Lodge  number  is  281.  He  is  outside  guard  at 
present  and  has  held  several  other  offices  in  times 
past.  His  integritv  is  beyond  question  and  this 
fact  has  been  recognized  by  his  neighbors  who  have 
elected  him  to  the  position  of  Treasurer  of  School 
District  Xo.  74. 

The  land  owned  by  Mr.  Wood  comprises  some 
580  acres,  all  lying  in  this  township,  and  nearly  all 
improved,  about  200  acres  being  under  plough. 
He  deals  largely  in  stock;  raises  some  and  buys 
others  for  the  market.  Last  fall  he  had  220  head 
of  cattle;  200  head  of  hogs;  and  25  head  of  horses. 
In  politics,  our  subject  is  conservative,  but  always 
votes,  as  he  considers  it  his  duty  to  express  his 
sentiments  in  some  more  positive  and  useful  way 
than  staying  at  home  and  growling  at  what  others 
do  or  do  not  do.  He  is  a  Union  Labor  man  and  up- 
holds the  principles  of  his  party  with  a  hearty  good 
will,  but  does  not  seek  office. 


Sl^-URTON  FOOTE.  Among  the  younger 
\p>^  residents  of  Clay  County,  who  may  yet  be 
(^^  ll  classed  among  its  pioneers,  is  he  whose 
^&f^  name  initiates  this  sketch,  and  who  now 
owns  and  occupies  a  farm  on  section  30,  Blaine 
Township.  He  became  a  resident  of  this  county 
when  but  sixteen  years  of  age,  and  for  a  number  of 
ye.ars  worked  as  a  farm  hand,  hoarding  his  re- 
sources until  able  to  begin  agricultural  life  for 
himself.     In  the  spring  of    1878    he  settled  upon 


the  160  acres  which  he  now  occupies  and  upon 
wliich  he  has  made  good  improvements,  the  whole 
forming  an  attractive  and  pleasant  rural  home. 

The  paternal  ancestry  of  our  subject  were 
Scotch,  and  both  his  parents  were  n,<itives  of  Nova 
Scotia,  he  himself  having  been  born  in  King's 
County  of  that  Province,  Aug.  17,  1853.  He  was 
about  thirteen  years  old  when  his  parents,  John  L. 
and  Clara  (Webster)  Foote  became  residents  of  the 
United  States,  locating  in  Walworth  County,  Wis. 
After  a  residence  there  of  about  three  j'ears  they 
came  to  Kansas,  settling  in  Ottawa  County,  where 
the  mother  died  in  the  fall  of  1878,  the  father  sur- 
viving until  June  1,  1888,  when  he  departed  this 
life. 

John  L.  Foote  had  been  twice  married  and  was 
the  father  of  nine  children,  of  whom  eight  now 
survive.  Irena  is  tiie  wife  of  Martin  Low,  of 
Dickinson  County,  Kan.;  Zeruah  married  A.  F. 
Shaber,  of  this  county;  the  next  in  order  of  birth  is 
our  subject;  John  resides  in  Johnson  County,  Kan., 
as  djes  Robert  also;  Clara  is  the  wife  of  W.  E. 
Scott,  and  lives  in  P^llis  County,  Kan.;  Emma  and 
C4eorge  reside  in  Ottawa  County.  Mr.  Foote  came 
to  Kansas  a  poor  man,  and  endured  many  of  the 
hardships  suffered  by  the  early  settlers  here,  acquir- 
ing a  reputation  among  his  fellow-citizens  of  Ot- 
tawa County,  as  a  man  of  public  spirit  and  upright 
character. 

Burton  Foote,  the  subject  of  this  biography,  re- 
ceived more  limited  educational  privileges  than 
are  afforded  the  youth  of  the  present  time, 
but  made  the  best  of  those  offered  him  and 
used  his  native  intelligence  in  acquiring  the  infor- 
mation which  is  always  to  be  obtained  outside  the 
walls  of  the  school-room,  and  in  keeping  himself 
well  informed  as  to  current  events  and  general 
topics.  After  coming  to  this  county  he  was  for 
about  five  years  in  the  employ  of  the  Dexter  Bros., 
farmers  and  stock-raisers  of  Clay  Center,  during 
the  last  three  years  of  which  time  he  acted  as  their 
foreman.  Tliough  still  young  in  years  he  has  not 
only  witnessed  much  of  the  growth  of  the  county 
but  has  assisted  in  the  labors  of  frontier  life. 

At  the  home  of  the  bride's  parents,  on  Nov.  14, 
1877,  the  rites  of  wedlock  were  celebrated  be- 
tween Mr.    Foote   and    Miss   Mary,  daughter   of 
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James  M.  Sliaw,  of  whom  a  sketch  appears  else- 
where in  this  volume.  Tiie  hajjpy  union  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Foote  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  four 
children:  Clara  Maude  was  born  April  28,  1879; 
Marshall  Shaw,  Dec.  5,  1880;  John  L.,  June  22, 
1883;  and  Austin  A.,  July  2,  1885.  They  are 
being  carefully  reared  by  their  estimable  mother, 
and  both  parents  take  a  warm  interest  in  then- 
growth  in  intelligence,  good  breeding  and  educa- 
tion. 

Mr.  Foote  is  a  believer  in  and  a  supporter  of 
the  principles  of  the  Republican  party.  Mrs.  Foote 
belongs  to  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church,  of 
which  her  husband  is  an  attendant.  Among  their 
fellow-citizens  they  are  held  in  high  i-epute  for 
their  manj'  fine  traits  of  eliaracter,  their  hospital- 
ity, and  their  desire  for  the  improvement  of  society 
in  all  that  makes  the  best  citizenship. 


^p^EORGE  S.  ELWOUD.  The  farming  and 
jlj  ,— J,  stock-raising  interests  of  the  county  of 
^^^  Washington  are  abl}^  represented  by  the 
above  named  gentleman,  who  is  the  proprietor  of 
the  well-know  "  Round  Grove  Stock  Farm."  The 
broad  expanse  of  Kansas  affords  no  farm  that 
is  better  improved  than  this.  It  is  located  on  sec- 
tion 17,  Greenleaf  Township,  two  miles  from  the 
town  of  Greenleaf.  On  the  240  acres  that  surround 
the  fine  residence,  the  owner  carries  on  agriculture 
and  stock-raising,  giving  the  most  of  his  attention 
to  the  stock  business.  He  is  a  typical  Western 
stock-man — plain  in  dress  and  manners,  shrewd  in 
business,  thoroughly  honest,  and  of  the  most  pro- 
nounced liberality.  As  an  illustration  of  his  char- 
acter we  mention  tiie  following  incident.  In  1886, 
he  imported  some  cattle  from  southwestern  Arkan- 
sas that  were  afterwards  found  to  have  the  Texas 
fever.  The  disease  spread  rapidly  and  caused  the 
death  of  a  great  many  cattle  throughout  the  county. 
On  learning  this  fact,  Mr.  Elwood  paid  for  tiiera 
all  without  entering  into  any  litigation.  The  sum 
expended  in  settlement  amounted  to  as  much  as 
$75,000.  Notwithstanding  this  misfortune,  and 
the  fact  that  Mr.  Elwood  has  given   away  a  small 


fortune,  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that  he  is  yet  in  good 
j    financial    circumstances.       Besides    his    fine    rural 
I    home,  he  owns    a  great  deal  of  property  in  Green- 
leaf, of  which  town  he  was  one  of  the  builders. 

George  S.  Elwood  was  born  in  Mercer  County, 
Pa.,  Nov.  10,  1852.  His  father,  James  C,  was 
born  in  the  same  county.  April  14,  1817,  and  there 
lived  until  1858.  He  then  removed  to  Jackson 
County,  Iowa,  where  he  remained  until  1869, 
thence  removing  to  Linn  County,  the  same  State. 
In  1879  he  again  changed  his  residence,  locating 
near  Greenleaf,  this  county,  where  he  has  since  re- 
sided. He  is  a  man  of  considerable  means  and  has 
followed  farming  and  the  stock  business  all  his  life. 
The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was 
Thomas  Elwood,  a  native  of  Ireland,  and  one  of  the 
first  settlers  of  Mercer  County,  Pa.,  and  a  soldier  in 
the  War  of  1812.  Two  of  his  brothers  were  killed 
at  Valley  Forge  during  the  Revolutionary  War. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Jane  Riley.  She  was  also  born  in  Mercer 
County,  and  her  paternal  ancestors  were,  like  those 
of  her  husband,  among  the  first  settlers  there.  She 
is  a  daughter  of  John  and  Barbara  (Simons) 
Riley,  natives  of  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania,  re- 
spectively, and  first  saw  the  light  Aug.  6,  1818. 
Members  of  her  famil3'  participated  in  the  wars  of 
the  Revolution  and  1812.  She  still  survives,  hav- 
ing passed  her  three-score  years  and  ten.  Her 
union  with  James  Elwood  resulted  in  the  birth  of 
ten  children,  of  whom  brief  mention  is  made  as  fol- 
lows: Thomas  is  now  an  attorney-at-law  at 
Maquoketa,  Iowa;  John  T.,  is  a  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser  in  this  county ;  James,  Cornelius  and  Lewis 
are  deceased;  next  in  order  comes  our  subject; 
Ruth,  now  the  wife  of  Sylvester  D.  Mitchell,  re- 
sides on  a  farm  in  Osborne  County ;  Richard,  is  a 
farmer  and  stock  man  in  Ness  County.  The  two 
youngest  children  were  twins,  named  Hiram  and 
Henry.  Henry  is  now  living  in  this  county  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  stock-raising;  Hiram  was 
engaged  in  the  same  occupation  in  this  county  pre- 
vious to  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1884. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  was  reared  in  Jackson 

County,  Iowa,  until  the   age  of  seventeen,   when 

the  family  removed  to  Linn  County.     In  1872,  he 

j   left  that  countj'  and  began  dealing  in  stock,  operat- 
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ing  in  Kansas,  Nebraska.  Iowa,  Indian  Territory, 
Missouri,  etc.  He  followed  this  occupation  until  j 
1880,'^when  he  boughtafarni  on  section  19,  Green- 
leaf  Township  and  there  located.  He  has  since 
changed  liis  residence  to  section  17,  as  before  men- 
tioned. : 

In  Linn   County,  Iowa,   Mr.   Elwood  made   the 
acquaintance  of  Miss  Nancy  Crow,  born   in    that   [ 
county  May  3,  1856.     She  is  the  daughter  of  Kd- 
ward  M.  and  .Sarah  E.   (Lewis)  Crow.     Her  father   ] 
settled  in  that  county  in    1836,  on  the  farm   where   [ 
he  still  lives,  and  enjoys  the  distinction  of    having 
been  the  first  white  man  to  enter  the  countj'.  Miss 
Crow  was   a  young   lady   of  noble   character  and 
high  attainments  which  fitted  iier  for  any  position 
in    life;   she   also    possessed    the   domestic    virtues 
needful  to  a  happy  home.     The  acquaintance    be-   j 
tween  our  subject  and  this  3'oung  lady  ripened  into 
esteem,  and  on  Sept.  12,  1876,  they  were  united  in    i 
marriage.     Their  union  has  resulted    in  the   birth    i 
of  one  child,  Jesse  C.  i 

Mr.  Elwood  is  not  an  active  politician  but  casts  | 
his  vote  with  the  Republican  party.  Though  of  a  | 
genial  nature,  Mr.  Elwood  does  not  belong  to  any  I 
social  organization  preferring  to  devote  his  time  to  1 
his  extended  business  and  to  the  pleasures  of  home,  i 
A  view  of  Round  Grove  Stock  Farm  and  the  beau- 
tiful residence  of  Mr.  Elwood  accompanies  this  j 
sketch. 


fi(  UGH  ROSS.  AVere  the  early  pioneers  of 
llTjl  Northern  Kansas  a  literary  people,  posses- 
t^jS^  sing  the  pen  of  a  ready  writer,  they  could 
(^p  unfold  a  tale  of  life  on  the  frontier,  which 
would  prove  that  '-truth  is  stranger  than  fiction." 
Their  children  of  to-day,  living  in  comfortable 
homes,  and  enjoying  many  of  the  luxuries  of  mod- 
ern life,  scarcely  realize  the  sacrifices  endured  by 
those  who  largely  for  their  sakes  braved  difficulties 
and  dangers,  and  toiled  from  j-ear  to  year  in  the 
building  up  of  a  homestead.  Among  the  settlers 
of  1 870,  is  the  subject  of  this  notice,  who  took  up 
a  homestead  claim  of  160  acres  when  a  young  man 
prior  to  his  marriage,  and  laid  the  foundations  of 


success  and  comfort  in  the  future.  Upon  tin's  place 
when  he  assumed  possession,  there  was  not  a  tree  or 
a  busli,  and  not  a  shelter  for  his  head,  and  for  a 
time  he  made  his  home  with  his  brothers  Donald, 
Walter  and  his  sister  Katie,  on  an  adjoining  farm, 
until  ready  to  establish  a  home  of  his  own.  Willi 
this  end  in  view  he  in  time  put  up  a  little  frame 
house  12x16  feet  in  dimensions.  Then  returning 
to  Canada,  he  was  married  Feb.  16,  1877,  to  Miss 
Jessie,  daughter  of  Alexander  and  Kate  (McDon- 
ald) Sutherland. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Ross  i)roceeded  with  tlie 
improvement  of  his  property,  making  fences,  set- 
ting out  fruit  and  forest  trees,  including  sixty  aj)- 
ple  trees,  together  with  plum  and  cherry  trees. 
Later  he  erected  a  more  commodious  dwelling  and 
a  good  barn  with  corn  cribs,  a  granary,  and  the 
other  structures  necessary  for  the  shelter  of  stock, 
and  the  storage  of  grain.  His  farm  machinery  in- 
cludes a  wind-mill  and  other  labor-saving  con- 
trivances. When  first  coming  here,  Mr.  Ross 
frequently  saw  large  droves  of  antelopes  and  deer 
bounding  over  the  long  prairie-grass.  He  has 
watched  the  growth  and  development  of  Northern 
Kansas  with  that  interest  only  felt  by  the  intelli- 
gent and  enterprising  citizen,  who  considers  the 
well-being  of  bis  fellowmen  as  not  among  the  least 
of  his  concerns. 

Of  late  years  Mr.  Ross  has  made  a  specialty  of 
stock,  raising  Short-horn  cattle,  Norman  and  Clyde 
horses,  and  Poland-China  swine.  To  these  he  feeds 
most  of  the  grain  raised  upon  his  place.  His  fam- 
ily included  five  children,  viz:  Walter  G.,  Alexan- 
der H.,  Donald  C,  and  John  C,  Katie  E.,  the  fourth 
child  dying  at  the  interesting  age  of  three  and  one- 
half  years.  Mr.  Ross,  politically,  gives  his  sup- 
port to  the  Republican  party,  and  is  a  member  in 
good  standing  of  Clifton  Lodge  No.  40,  A.  O. 
U.  W. 

The  birth-place  of  Mr.  Ross  was  in  Oxford 
County,  Province  of  Ontario,  Canada,  and  the  date 
thereof  March  6,  1841.  He  attended  the  common- 
school  during  his  younger  years,  and  afterward 
worked  eonsiderabl}*  as  a  barn  carpenter.  The  par- 
ents of  Mrs.  Ross  were  natives  of  Scotland,  and 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  They  emi- 
grated to  America  with  their  respective  parents. 
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and  were  married  in  Canada,  wliero  the  fatlier  died 
in  Marcli,  1885.  Tlie  inotlier  is  still  living  there. 
Mr.  Ross  and  his  famil.v  are  members  in  good  stand- 
ing of  tlie  Presbyterian  Cliiirch  in  which  he  offi- 
ciates as  a  Trustee. 


Vi/ACOB   SCHWAB,    Jr. 
I      Imvp  redeemed  a  nortif 


Among  those  wlio 
liave  redeemed  a  portion  of  tlie  raw  prairie 
of  Mulberry  Township  from  its  primitive 
condition,  tiie  subject  of  this  notice  is  worthy 
oFspecial  mention.  He  is  thoroughly  versed  in 
agricultural  pursuits  as  has  been  fully  illustrated 
through  his  operations  on  his  fine  farm  of  160 
acres,  occupying  a  quarter  of  section  36.  He 
took  possession  of  this  in  1880,  soon  after  landing 
in  America,  after  an  ocean  voyage  from  Switzer- 
land. He  was  born  in  the  canton  of  Berne,  Sept. 
15,  1842,  and  is  the  offspring  of  a  highly  respected 
old  Swiss  family,  his  father  being  .laeob  Schwab, 
Sr.  The  lattei-  crossed  the  ocean  in  1878,  and  is 
now  living  with  his  son  Frank,  in  Bloom  Town- 
ship, Kan.,  being  an  old  man  of  seventy-six  years. 
He  married  a  lady  of  his  own  country,  who  died  in 
Switzerland  when  forty-two  years  old,  and  when 
their  son,  our  subject,  was  a  youth  of  eighteen 
years.  The  family  were  Presbyterians  in  religion. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  eldest  in  a 
family  of  four  sons  and  three  daughters.  His  child- 
hood and  youth  passed  in  an  uneventful  manner 
under  the  home  roof,  he  in  the  meantime  acquiring 
a  practical  education,  and  learning  the  trade  of  a 
miller,  which  he  followed  until  coming  to  America. 
He  was  married,  in  1863,  to  Miss  Anna  Affolter,  a 
■maiden  of  his  own  canton,  and  who  accompanied 
him  to  the  United  States.  Her  father,  .Samuel  Af- 
folter, was  likewise  of  Swiss  birth  and  parentage, 
and  spent  his  entire  life  amid  the  romantic  sceneiy 
of  ills  native  land.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occupa- 
tion, an  honest  and  industrious  citizen,  who  enjoyed 
the  esteem  and  confidence  of  all  who  knew  him. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church;  the  latter  is  still  living  in  Switzer- 
hmd.  and  is  now  seventy-five  years  old. 

Nine  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schwab. 


the  eldest  of  whom,  Godfrey,  married  Miss  Rosa 
Hertig,  and  is  farming  in  Mulberrj'  Township, 
Clay  County;  Arnold  remains  at  home  with  his 
parents;  Minnie  is  the  wife  of  Fred  Affolter,  and 
they  live  on  a  farm  in  Bloom  Township;  Frank  re- 
mains at  home;  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Rudolph  Fur- 
ror,  and  the3'  live  on  a  farm  in  Mulberry  Township. 
The  3'ounger  children  are:  Frederick,  Lizzie,  F]mil, 
and  Frieda.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schwab  ai-e  Presby- 
terians in  religious  faith,  and  Mr.  Schwab,  politi- 
cally, is  a  stanch  Democrat. 

T^OBERT  .1.  HALL,  a  leading  farmer  and 
ills^  stock-raiser  of  Exeter  Township,  owns  and 
iii*i  occupies  a  good  homestead  on  section  3, 
\^  He  was  born  iu  Westmoreland  County.  Pa., 
July  23,  1820,  and  is  the  son  of  James  and  Jane 
(Jameson)  Hall,  who  were  natives  of  Ireland. 
Robert  J.  \vas  the  fifth  son  of  a  family  of  ten  chil- 
dren, and  was  reared  to  manliood  on  a  farm  in  his 
native  State,  remaining  under  the  home  roof  until 
a  youth  of  seventeen  years.  He  then  began  learn- 
ing the  carpenter's  trade,  which  he  followed  in  con- 
nection with  farming  nearlj'  all  his  life. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  married  Dec.  23, 
1843,  to  Miss  Martha  J.  Dunlap,  a  native  of  his 
own  county,  and  a  daughter  of  John  and  Martha 
Dunlap,  who  spent  their  last  years  in  Pennsylvania. 
This  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  ten  children,  six 
of  whom  are  living:  John  is  a  resident  of  Osage 
County,  this  State;  James  lives  in  Idana,  Kan.; 
Robert  C.  is  a  resident  of  Loup  County,  Neb. ;  El- 
mira  married  John  Crawford,  of  Dickinson  County; 
Martha  E.  is  the  wife  of  Thomas  Hargis,  of  Law- 
rence ;  Margaret  is  in  Lawrence. 

After  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War  Mr.  Hall 
was  drafted,  in  September,  1862,  into  the  168th 
Pennsylvania  Militia,  and  was  under  the  command 
of  Gen.  Foster  in  North  Carolina.  He  was  in  the 
service  about  eight  months,  and  most  of  the  time 
oflBciated  as  Clerk  of  the  brigade  in  the  Quarter- 
master's Department.  He  was  therefore  not  en- 
gaged in  .any  active  fighting,  and  received  his 
honorable  discharge  in  the  spring  of  1863. 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


247 


Returning  now  to  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Hall,  in 
18ii3,  made  iiis  way  thence  to  Tama  County,  Iowa, 
where  he  resided  for  a  period  of  seventeen  years. 
He  came  to  Clay  County,  Kan.,  in  1880,  settling  in 
Exeter  Township,  on  his  present  farm  of  120  acres, 
whicli  he  has  brought  to  a  good  state  of  cultivation 
and  effected  good  improvements  thereon.  Both 
he  and  his  estimable  wife  are  members  in  good 
standing  of  the  Presbyterian  Churcli  at  Idana. 
Politically,  Mr.  Hall  votes  the  Republican  ticket 
and  favors  prohibition. 


lEX.TAMIN    PYM    has 

S>    Washinglon    County 


been  a  resident  of 
5;ince  the  spring  of 
The  greater  part  of  his  life  has  been 
spent  in  the  profession  of  teaching.  Being 
compelled  to  abandon  pedagogism  on  account  of 
failing  health,  he  has  recently  devoted  his  atten- 
tion to  the  management  of  his  farm..  It  is  located 
on  section  16,  Sheridan  Township,  and  is  carefully 
and  intelligently  tilled.  The  residence  is  a  stone 
structure,  and  adequate  stables  and  other  outbuild- 
ings are  conveniently  disposed  about  it.  An 
orcliard  of  100  apple  trees,  a  number  of  plum  trees, 
a  plentiful  supply  of  raspberries  and  a  vineyard  of 
100  stands  of  grapes  adorn  and  add  to  the  value  of 
the  place. 

Mr.  Pym  was  born  in  Somersetshire,  England, 
and  is  a  sou  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Morgan) 
Pym.  His  birth  took  place  April  4,  1835,  and  Ave 
years  later  his  parents  came  to  the  United  States. 
They  located  in  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  where 
they  still  live.  There  they  reared  their  family  of 
five  children,  of  whom  our  subject  is  the  third. 
The  parents  are  members  of  the  Established  Church 
of  England,  as  were  their  ancestors  as  far  as  known. 
Tlie  father  is  engaged  in  farming. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  was  reared 
and  educated  iu  Cayuga  County,  being  tlie  recip- 
ient of  the  advantages  afforded  him  in  the  village 
school.  He  removed  to  Illinois  while  yet  a  young 
man.  and  there  he  remained  for  many  years. 
Twenty-five  years  of  his  residence  there  were  spent 


in  the  profession  of  teaching.  Fifteen  consecutive 
years  he  taught  in  one  school.  In  1871  he  bought 
a  quarter  section  of  school  land  in  this  county.  In 
1877,  as  before  stated,  he  took  possession  of  the 
place,  which  was  at  that  time  raw  prairie.  He 
taught  four  terms  after  coming  to  this  county,  and 
then  turned  his  attention  to  agriculture. 

Mr.  Pym  was  married  in  Illinois  to  Ellen,  daugh- 
ter of  Moses  and  Eliza  (Pitts)  Young.  She  is  an 
intelligent  and  amiable  lady,  and  a  fitting  mate  for 
the  man  to  whom  she  gave  her  heart  and  hand. 
She  was  born  in  Maine,  of  which  State  her  grand- 
parents were  residents  for  many  j'ears.  Her 
paternal  grand  parents  were  William  and  Mary  (Kel- 
ler) Y'^oung;  her  maternal  grandparents  were 
Abner  and  Jane  (Malcolm)  Pitts.  Her  parents 
removed  to  Jo  Daviess  County,  III.,  in  1855. 
whence,  in  the  spring  of  1871,  they  came  to  this 
State.  They  located  on  section  21  of  this  town- 
ship and  county,  and  there  improved  a  farm  of 
160  acres.  Selling  the  estate,  they  removed  to 
Clifton,  where  the  father  died  in  September,  1883. 
The  mother  subsequently  married  Carl  Niles,  and  is 
now  living  in  Clifton  Township.  Mrs.  Pym  is  the 
oldest  of  seven  children  born  to  her  parents.  Three 
of  her  brothers  and  sisters  still  survive.  The  un- 
ion of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pym  has  been  blessed  by  the 
birth  of  three  children:  Eloise  E.,  now  Mrs.  Louis 
W.  Lawrence,  lives  in  Parkersville,  Kan.;  Joseph- 
ine J.  and  William  remain  under  the  parental  roof. 
Mr.  Pym  belongs  to  the  Clifton  Lodge.  A.  F.  Sc 
A.  M. 


J'ULIUS  A.  HUBERT.  The  intelligent  and 
affable  young  gentleman  who  is  the  agent  of 
the  Union  Pacific  Railroad  at  Ogden,  is  the 
subject  of  this  notice.  Although  young  in 
yeais  he  is  not  a  novice  in  experience,  as  he  has 
served  the  Company  in  one  capacity  or  another  long 
enough  to  gain  their  implicit  confidence  in  his  integ- 
rity and  ability  to  manage  their  affairs  to  the  best 
advantage.  He  belongs  to  a  family  who  were  among 
the  oldest  settlers  of  the  State,  and  his  own  charm 
of    manner    has  won    for  him  hosts  of  friends  who 
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admire    and  love   him  for  liis  own  sake,  as  well  as 
respect  him  for  the  sake  of  his  parents. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  Frederick  Hubert, 
a  native  of  Hamburg,  Germany.  He  was  a  brewer 
b}'  trade  and  followed  his  occupation  in  his  native 
lilacc  until  his  departure  for  this  countrJ^  The 
mother  of  Mr.  Hubert,  is  a  native  of  Berlin, 
Germany,  in  which  city  their  marriage  was  cele 
brated  and  from  which  place  they  emigrated  to 
America  in  1856.  They  landed  in  New  York  and 
at  once  proceeded  on  their  way  toward  Kansas. 
Upon  entering  the  State  they  first  made  choice  of 
Leavenworth  in  which  to  settle,  but  subsequently 
moved  to  Ogden,  making  the  journey  by  means  of 
an  ox  team.  They  moved  into  the  "old  double 
stone  house,"  the  first  one  built  in  Ogden.  As 
soon  as  possible  after  their  arrival  Mr.  Hubert 
built  a  brewery  and  commenced  business,  but  aft- 
erward gave  it  up,  selling  out  to  Theodore  Weich- 
selbaum.  He  then  turned  his  attention  to  farming, 
to  which  he  confined  himself  exclusively  during 
the  remainder  of  his  life.  Mr.  and  Mrs  Hubert 
were  the  parents  of  three  children,  all  of  whom  are 
now  living  and  doing  well  for  themselves.  Mrs. 
Hubert  had  previously  been  married  to  Herman 
Haacke,  a  native  of  Germany,  who  died  in  Amer- 
ica, and  by  whom  she  became  the  mother  of  six 
children,  four  of  whom  are  still  in  the  enjoyment 
of  "life,  liberty-  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness." 
The  names  of  Mrs.  Hubert's  children  are:  Hubert 
Haacke,  a  resident  of  Junction  City,  where  he  is 
night  operator  for  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad; 
Anna  lives  at  liome;  Franz  S.  is  agent  at  Waniego 
for  the  Union  Pacific;  Herman  is  agent  at  Lenape, 
also  for  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad.  By  the  sec- 
ond marriage  the  children  are:  Julius  A.,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  who  is  agent  at  Ogdensburg  for 
the  Union  Pacific  Railroad;  Paulina  lives  with 
iier  mother; and  Carl  A.,  who  also  lives  at  home. 

Our  subject  was  born  April  4,  1868,  in  an  old 
log  house  in  Ogden,  where  he  also  attended  school 
and  grew  to  man's  estate  among  his  relatives  and 
school  companions.  To  a  naturally  bright  and 
active  mind  he  added  tlic  virtues  of  industry  and 
close  application  to  study,  witliout  which  even  the 
brightest  minds  amount  to  but  little:  hence,  at  a 
very  early  age  he  was  sutticiently  well  educated  U) 


make  a  practical  application  of  the  knowledge  ob- 
tained in  school  by  commencing  a  business  career 
for  himself.  He  learned  telegraphy  in  the  little 
office  at  Ogden,  in  which  place  also  his  brothers 
had  previously  learned  the  same  business.  The 
office  at  Ogden  has  constantly  been  in  charge  of 
some  member  of  the  Hubert  family  for  twenty 
years.  The  present  incumbent  took  possession 
of  it  ou  August  24,  1888.  He  has  been  in 
the  employ  of  the  Pacific  Railroad  Company 
for  four  years.  His  first  position  with  them 
was  at  Waraego,  where  he  remained  nearly  two 
years.  While  there  he  was  thrown  from  a 
moving  engine  and  sustained  serious  internal 
and  external  injuries  which  incapacitated  him 
from  work  for  some  time.  When  somewhat  bet- 
ter he  was  transferred  to  Milton  vale,  where  he 
remained  six  weeks,  then  returned  to  Wamego 
for  a  short  time  when  he  was  i)laced  in  charge  in 
Ogden. 

Mr.  Hubert  has  just  reached  that  happy  period 
in  the  life  of  a  young  man  when  he  casts  his  first 
vote.  He  takes  quite  a  deep  interest  in  political 
affairs,  and  will  count  one  for  the  Republican  side 
of  the  house  in  all  future  elections,  as  he  is  an  ar- 
dent believer  in  the  principles  of  that  party.  Our 
subject  is  a  member  of  the  order  of  Railroad  Tele- 
graphers, an  organization  which  he  became  united 
with  in  June,  1888.  His  brothers,  Hubert,  Franz 
and  Herman  are  also  members  of  the  same  order. 
Mrs.  Hubert,  the  mother,  and  all  the  family  are 
connected  with  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  are  reg- 
ular and  devout  attendants  upon  its  services.  So- 
cially, intellectually  and  morally  the  Hubert  family 
are  widely  known  for  their  many  estimable  quali- 
ties and  are  among  the  most  prominent  people  of 
Riley  County. 

JONAS  D.  SCHOOLEY.  Bloom  Township 
has  no  better  citizen  than  Mr.  Schooley,  one 
of  its  most  practical  and  substantial  farmers, 
who  may  usually  be  found  at  his  headquar- 
quarters  on  section  17,  where  he  has  158  acres  of 
well-developed    land,   fertile   and  watered    by    the 
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Republican  River.  Tlie  property  whicli  he  has 
thus  accumulated  is  the  result  of  rtiligence  and  in- 
dustry exercised  during  the  years  of  his  early  man- 
hood, when  he  commenced  in  life  without  other 
resources  than  those  which   nature   had  given  him. 

Mr.  Schooley  came  to  his  present  place  from 
Five  Creek  Township,  where,  in  1871,  he  had 
homesteaded  land  at  a  time  when  the  present  flour- 
ishing city  of  Clay  Center  was  a  hamlet  of  a  few 
houses.  He  improved  his  land,  setting  out  an 
orchard  and  other  trees,  and  erecting  farm  build- 
ings. Later,  in  1885,  he  traded  this  for  his  pres- 
ent farm.  He  was  born  in  Broad  Run  District, 
Loudoun  Co.,  Va.,  Sept.  4,  1846,  and  lived  there 
until  1869,  when  he  emigrated  to  Iowa  and  settled 
in  Jasper  County,  of  which  he  was  a  resident  two 
years,  coming  thence  to  Kansas. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  Jonas  P.  Schooley, 
likewise  a  native  of  the  Old  Dominion,  and  the  de- 
scendant of  an  old  Pennsylvania  family,  which 
crossed  the  ocean  witii  William  Penn.  Jonas  P. 
made  his  own  way  in  the  world  from  boyhood,  en- 
gaging first  in  farming  pursuits,  and  then  in  mer- 
chandising. He  was  successful,  financially,  and 
left  at  his  death  a  flue  property.  He  was  a  promi- 
nent man  in  his  county,  and  represented  his  State 
.ind  district  in  the  Legislature  as  a  member  of 
the  Lower  House  and  a  Senator.  Through  his  in- 
fluence there  was  enacted  the  school  law  of  Vir- 
ginia, providing  for  the  education  of  its  poorer 
population.  He  died  in  Loudoun  County,  in  Janu- 
ary, 1870,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years,  being 
thrown  from  a  horse,  and  receiving  injuries  from 
which  he  soon  expired.  In  early  manhood  he  af- 
filiated with  the  old  Whig  party,  and  later  joined 
the  Republicans.  During  the  Civil  War  he  was  a 
stanch  supporter  of  the  Union,  and  lost  both  friends 
and  property  on  account  of  expressing  his  views 
upon  this  and  the  subject  of  slavery.  At  one  time 
lie  was  largely  interested  in  the  Point  of  Rocks 
mines.  For  the  poor  he  always  had  a  word  of  sym- 
pathy and  substantial  aid,  and  was  universally  pop- 
ular among  his  fellow-citizens. 

Mrs.  Sarah  A.  (Smith)  Schooley  was  likewise  a 
native  of  Loudoun  County,  Va.  She  is  still  living, 
m.aking  her  lionie  with  her  children  in  tiie  Old 
Dominion,  and   finds    her  religious   consolation  in 


the  doctrines  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  Jonas  P. 
Schooley  was  reared  in  the  Society  of  Friends,  and 
naturally  clung  to  the  faith  which  had  been  taught 
him  in  childhood.  To  him  and  his  wife,  Sarali. 
there  was  born  a  large  family  of  children,  who 
were  all  given  a  thorough  education,  and  who  are 
mostly  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  Annetta 
is  the  wife  of  the  Rev.  Curtis  Grubb,  a  well-known 
missionary  of  the  Episcoiial  Church  to  tiie  East 
Lidies. 

Upon  reaching  man's  estate,  Jonas  I).  ';'choole3- 
was  married,  in  his  native  county,  to  Miss  Molly 
Hollingsworth,  in  September,  1869.  This  lady  was 
born  the  25th  of  August,  1852,  in  Loudoun  County, 
■\'a.,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Charles  and  Nancy 
(Wetherel)  Hollingsworth,  likewise  natives  of  that 
county,  and  who  are  yet  living  on  a  farm  in  the 
vicinity  of  Waterford.  They  are  people  highly 
respected,  and  active  members  of  the  Friends' 
Church  of  the  Hicksite  order.  Mrs.  Schooley  was 
well  reared  by  her  pious  parents,  and  grew  up  to  a 
worthy  and  attractive  womanhood.  She  is  now  the 
mother  of  five  children,  viz:  Edna  E.,  Silas  D.. 
Katie  R.,  Charles  C.  and  Honora,  who  are  all  at 
home  with  their  parents.  Mr.  Schooley,  politically, 
is  a  sound  Republican,  and  has  held  most  of  the 
township  offices.  Early  in  life  he  associated  him- 
self with  the  Masonic  fraternit}-,  and  is  now  a 
member  of  Blue  Lodge,  at  Clav  Center. 


^3^=-^< 


JOHN  H.  PRIEST.  This  gentleman,  who 
has  been  a  resident  of  Washington  County 
but  ten  years,  is  the  owner  and  occupant  of 
a  fine  farm  on  section  32,  Logan  Township. 
Ten  years  ago,  this  quarter- section  was  unimproved 
prairie  land.  It  now  has  upon  it  a  good  set  of 
farm  buildings,  and  bears  the  appearance  of  a  farm 
which  has  been  settled  for  twenty  years.  Its  fine 
appearance  is  due  to  the  energy  of  its  owner,  who 
has  been  unusually  successful  in  improving  his 
land.  Upon  first  coming  to  Kans.as  he  engaged  in 
sheep  raising,  but  subseqently  turned  his  attention 
chiefl}-  to  the   raising  of    horses,  cattle  and   hogs. 
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He  also  carried  on  his  trade  of  a  blacksmith,  having 
a  sliop  at  Greenleaf,  which  is  only  a  mile  distant 
from  his  home. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  Joseph  and  Elizabeth 
(Saddler)  Priest,  were  n.-itives  of  Staffordshire, 
England.  There  they  grew  to  maturity,  and  after 
their  marriage  emigrated  to  Nova  Scotia,  then  to  tlie 
United  States,  in  about  the  year  1829.  Mr.  Priest 
was  a  cable  chain  maker,  and  was  sissociated  with 
two  of  his  brothers  in  that  trade,  the  firm  owning  a 
factory  in  New  York  City.  After  several  years 
residence  in  the  metropolis  he  removed  to  Ogdens- 
burg,  where  he  followed  the  trade  of  a  blacksmitli. 
About  the  year  1844  he  removed  to  Wisconsin, 
where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He 
resided  at  different  places  in  that  State,  but  prin- 
cipally at  Oraro,  Winnebago  County,  and  later  at 
Delhi,  in  the  same  county.  While  living  in  the 
latter  place  he  and  his  wife  died,  she  having  sur- 
vived her  husband  several  years.  The  family  in- 
cluded five  girls  and  four  boys.  The  daughters 
are:  Ann,  Susannah,  Caroline  and  Emilj',  still  liv- 
ing, and  Elizabeth,  deceased.  The  sons  are:  Jo- 
ram,  at  Detroit;  William,  at  Moline;  Samuel,  at 
Oskosli,  and  our  subject,  all  of  whom  are  black- 
smiths by  trade. 

John  II.  Priest  was  born  in  New  Halifax,  Nova 
Scotia,  Jul}'  2,  1831.  and  was  in  his  fourteenth 
year  when  the  family  removed  to  Wisconsin.  He 
learned  his  trade  with  his  father,  and  resided  with 
the  family  until  twentj--two  years  of  age.  Two 
years  after  leaving  home  he  was  married,  and  with 
his  bride  resided  at  Delhi  for  a  year.  They  then 
spent  a  few  months  at  Omro,  whence  they  removed 
to  Fairwater,  Fond  du  Lac  County,  where  they 
made  their  home  until  1879.  During  all  these 
years  Mr.  Priest  followed  his  trade,  beginning 
farm  life  only  when,  at  the  latter  date,  he  removed 
to  Kansas. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Priest  took  place  at  the 
home  of  the  bride  in  Janesville,  Wis.,  Feb.  19, 
1855.  The  bride  was  LovisaS.,  daughter  of  Jona- 
than and  Susan  (Bessett)  Dodge.  She  was  born  in 
Orleans  County,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  5,  1833,  and  lost  her 
mother  when  five  years  old.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dodge 
were  natives  of  Vermont  State,  and  their  family 
consisted    of    seven    children,  one   being  theirs    bv 


adoption.  They  were:  Allen  Brownell  (adopted) 
Mary,  Salena,  Lovisa  S.,   Henry,  Emil}-  and  Perrj^. 

The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Priest  has  been  blessed 
by  the  birth  of  nine  cliildren.  Three  died  in  child- 
hood, and  a  son,  AValdo,  in  1888,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years.  The  living  children  are:  Fay, 
Irvin,  Ernest,  Bessie  and  Bertha.  The  oldest  liv- 
ing child.  Fa}-,  left  home  at  the  age  of  sixteen 
years  to  follow  a  sailor's  life.  He  is  a  blacksmith 
bj'  trade,  and  is  a  smith  on  the  "Corona."  Irvin 
is  a  farmer  in  Cass  County,  Neb. 

Mr.  Priest  is  a  believer  in  and  supporter  of  the 
principles  of  the  Democratic  party.  lie  is  an 
attendant  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of 
which  his  wife  is  a  worthy  member.  Mr.  Priest  is 
a  thorough  workman  at  his  trade,  a  reliable  citizen 
and  a  man  of  excellent  character. 

-J #-^— 5^ 


JACOB  F.  PURSLEY.  For  solid  worth  and 
reliability,  combined  with  energy,  industry 
and  integrity,  Mr.  Pursley  represents  the 
better  elements  which  have  been  the  means 
of  effecting  the  growth  and  development  of  Mill 
Creek  Township,  sociallj',  morally  and  financially. 
He  is  a  gentleman  rather  above  the  medium  size 
with  dark  eyes,  hair  and  complexion,  a  fluent  con- 
versationalist and  well  informed.  He  has  accumu- 
lated a  comfortable  property  by  his  own  exertions, 
and  is  surrounded  with  all  the  comforts  of  life. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  was  born  July  8,  1842,- 
in  Franklin  County,  Mo.,  near  the  mouth  of  Laba- 
die  Creek,  seven  miles  from  Pacific,  on  Merrimac 
River,  and  is  the  son  of  David  C.  and  Elizabeth  K. 
(Zumwalt)  Pursley,  the  former  of  whom  was  born 
in  Franklin  County,  Mo.,  May  26,  1808.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Zumwalt  Oct.  1,  1833.  The  paternal 
grandfather  was  George  Pursley,  a  native  of  Ire- 
land and  born  in  1757.  He  married  a  lad}'  who 
was  a  native  of  Wales.  The  paternal  great-grand- 
parents settled  in  Kentucky  when  tlieirson,  George, 
was  but  two  years  old,  locating  near  what  was  after- 
ward known  as  Booneville. 

Grandfather  Pursley,  his  brother  Benjamin  and 
sister  Sar.ah,  were    ca|)tured    by    the    Indians  wlicn 
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the  former  was  seven  years  old  and  held  in  cap- 
tivity seven  j^ears.  Upon  being  released  he  in 
1798  removed  to  Missouri  with  Daniel  Boone  when 
the  city  of  St.  Louis  was  but  a  French  trading  ppst. 
Both  he  and  grandfather  George  Zum  wait  were  pion- 
eers together  and  settled  near  the  present  city  of 
St.  Charles, whose  site  at  that  time  was  marked  by  a 
fort  built  as  a  protection  against  the  Indians.  Mr. 
Ziimwalt  was  a  wheelwright  and  cabinetmaker  by 
trade  and  put  up  a  mill  in  what  is  now  Pike  County. 
He  came  to  his  death  by  drowning  while  engaged 
in  repairing  the  machinery  of  his  mill.  The  pa- 
ternal great-grandmother  of  our  subject  was  a 
woman  of  daring  courage,  and  during  the  Revolu- 
tionary War  when  her  husband  was  wounded  bj' 
Indians  in  the  British  service,  she  hurried  to  his 
side,  lifted  him  up  on  the  horse  she  rode  and  al- 
though under  constant  fire  from  the  enemy,  escaped 
from  the  field.  He  was  destined,  however,  to  meet 
his  death  at  the  hands  of  the  hostile  Indians, 
wiio  afterward  effected  their  purpose — killing 
him. 

Grandfather  Pursley  setUed  on  eighty  acres  of 
land  iu  the  Labadie  bottoms.  Mo.  His  son,  David 
C,  the  father  of  our  subject,  after  his  death,  pur- 
chased the  right  and  title  of  the  other  heirs  and 
became  sole  owner  of  the  old  homestead.  Even- 
tualh'  he  increased  his  possessions  to  1,000  acres, 
400  acres  of  which  he  brought  to  a  state  of  culti- 
vation, becoming  a  wealthy  planter  and  stock 
raiser  and  owning  a  large  number  of  slaves.  He 
died  Sept.  18,  1857,  at  the  age  of  fifty-one  years. 
The  mother  died  Dec.  20,  1879,  aged  sixty-four, 
having  been  born  March  4,  1815.  They  were  the 
parents  of  twelve  children  the  eldest  of  whom,  a 
son,  George  W.,  was  born  Aug.  20,  1834;  Sarah  M. 
.1.,  Feb.  27,  1836;  William  Levi,  May  26, 
1837;  John  Ivy,  April  10,  1839;  Rebecca  A.  F., 
March  22,  1841;  Jacob  F.,  of  this  sketch,  was  the 
next  child;  James  A.  was  born  Aug.  8,  1844; 
Thomas  M.,  Aug.  4,  1846;  Leonard  E.,  Jan  1st, 
1849;  Joel  D.  L.,  in  1853;  Mary  E.,  in  1855  and 
Ruth  S.  L.,  in  Febuary,  1857.  George  W.  died  in  in- 
fancy; Sarah  was  married  Oct.  9,  1852,  to  William 
C.  Dawes,  a  carpenter  and  died  in  September.  1 853  ; 
William  married  Miss  Jane  Groff  and  has  three  chil- 
dren ;he  lives  on  a  farm  near  Wichita.Kan.  ;John  mar- 


ried Miss  Maggie  Davis  and  is  a  photographer  of 
Wetmore. Nemaha  County,  this  State;  Rebecca  died 
when  eighteen  years  old;  Joel  married  Miss  Vir- 
ginia, eldest  child  of  W.  E.  Dawes  by  his  second 
wife  and  died  in  1881 ;  his  son.  Bacon,  is  engaged 
in  the  grocery  busines  in  Pacific,  Franklin  Co.  Mo. 

Jacob  F.  Pursley  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  com- 
pleted his  studies  in  Bethel  Academy,  Fr.anklin 
County,  Mo.,  under  the  instruction  of  Prof.  Jolin- 
son.  Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  his  father  was 
a  slave-holder,  Jacob  F.  was  strongly  opposed  to 
the  peculiar  institution  and  upon  the  outbreak  of 
the  Civil  War  espoused  the  Union  cause.  He  gave 
emphasis  to  his  principles  in  due  time  by  enlisting 
as  a  Union  soldier  in  Company  K,  32d  Missouri  In- 
fantry and  was  commissioned  a  Second  Lieutenant. 
He  fought  in  the  battles  of  Wilson  Creek  and  Pea 
Ridge  and  was  in  various  skirmishes  in  Arkansas 
and  Missouri.  He  was  also  present  at  the  siege  of 
Vicksburg  and  the  capture  of  Col.  John  S.  Marma- 
duke  who  had  been  a  Governor  of  Missouri  and  is 
but  recently  deceased. 

At  the  expiration  of  his  first  term  of  enlistment 
—three  years— Mr.  Pursley  re-entered  the  ranks 
and  went  with  the  Red  River  expedition  under 
Gen.  A.  J.  Smith.  He  fought  in  the  battles  of  Mo- 
bile, Ft.  Blakeley,  Meridian  and  Jackson,  Miss., 
and  at  the  close  of  tlie  war  received  his  honorable 
discharge,  Nov.  15,  1865.  He  had  done  his  duty 
bravely  and  endured  without  complaint  the  many 
hardships  and  privations  incident  to  army  life.  No 
man  rejoiced  more  at  the  vindication  of  freedom 
and  the  preservation  of  the  Union. 

Upon  leaving  the  army  Mr.  Pursley  resumed 
farming  in  Franklni  County,  Mo.,  and  on  the  28th 
of  August,  1866,  was  united  in  marriage  at  Wash- 
ington, that  State,  with  Miss  Violet  A.  Brown. 
This  lady  is  the  daughter  of  James  and  Lucetta  J. 
(Dunlap)Brown,the  latter  a  native  of  Pennsylvania. 
Mr.  Pursley's  family  in  1869  came  to  Kansas  and 
settled  in  Washington  County,  where  he  entered 
160  acres  of  Government  land  included  in  ]m 
present  homestead,  to  which  he  added  by  purchase 
until  he  is  now  the  owner  of  330  acres.  In  addi- 
tion to  general  farming,  he  is  considerably  inter- 
ested in  live  stock  and  has  been  successful  as  a 
breeder    of   Short-horn    cattle    and    Poland  Cliina 
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swine.  To  him  and  his  estimable  wife  there  have 
been  born  twelve  children,  as  follows:  one  who 
died  in  infancy;  Gertrude  A..  Mar}'  A.,  David 
McC,  Olive  L.,  Harlem  E.,  Ruth  Estella,  Walter 
F.,  William  L.,  Daisy  M.,  Grace  V.  and  Laura  L. 
Gertrude  A.  became  the  wife  of  Charles  Busic,  a 
farmer  of  Mill  Creek  Township  and  they  liave  two 
children.  Mary  A.  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Elder,  of 
.  Coleman  Township,  and  they  have  one  child. 
David  McC.  died  at  tlie  age  of  three  years.  Olive 
L.  died  when  eighteen  months  old.  The  children 
remaining  under  the  parental  roof  are  receiving 
all  the  advantages  of  a  good  education  and  are  being 
prepared  for  responsible  positions  in  the  future. 

It  is  hardl_y  necessary'  to  state  that  Mr.  Pursley 
is  a  Republican  of  the  first  water.  He  has  been 
quite  prominent  in  party  politics  and  is  frequently 
chosen  as  a  delegate  to  the  country  conventions. 
He  has  been  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  twelve  years, 
has  been  almost  continuously  a  member  of  the 
School  Board  and  belongs  to  the  National  Grange. 
He  finds  his  religious  home  in  tlie  Cliristian  Church. 

On  another  page  of  this  volume  tlie  reader  will 
be  pleased  to  notice  a  fine  engraving  of  the  com- 
modious residence  of  our  subject,  with  all  the  evi- 
dences of  the  energy  and  perseverance  of  tiie 
master  without,  while  the  interior  arrangement  re- 
flects the  care  and  taste  of  the  mistress,  whose 
gracious  hospitaiitj-  is  extended  not  alone  to  the 
cherished  household  guest,  but  also  to  the  passing 
stranger. 


PRANCIS  MARION  PHILBROOK.  The 
agricultural  interests  of  Lincoln  Township 
are  worthily  represented  by  Mr.  Philbrook 
wlio,  in  1869,  came  to  Washington  County  and 
homesteaded  160  acres  of  land  on  section  20  of 
this  township.  Subsequently  he  purchased  160 
acres  more  and  is  now  tlie  owner  of  a  half  section, 
comprising  as  fine  a  body  of  land  as  is  to  be  found 
in  the  southeastern  part  of  the  count}-.  It  is  well 
improved,  highly  productive  and  largely  devoted 
to  live  stock.  During  his  twenty  j-ears'  residence 
in  this  section,  Mr.  Philbrook  has  become  thor- 
oughly identified  with  its  most  important  interests 


and  has  contributed  his  quota  to  the  building  up 
of  his  adopted  count}-.  Financially  as  well  as 
otherwise  he  has  been  uniformly  successful. 

The  State  of  Ohio  has  produced  some  of  the 
most  substantial  men  who  have  aided  in  the  settle- 
ment of  the  Great  AVest.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  born  in  Licking  County,  that  State, 
Sept.  7,  1839,  and  is  the  son  of  Seth  Philbrook. 
The  latter  was  of  New  England  birth  and  parent- 
age, his  native  place  being  in  Camden,  Me.,  and 
the  date  of  his  birth  1795.  He  lived  on  the  At- 
lantic Coast  until  about  1813,  then  emigrated  to 
Ohio  and  was  a  resident  of  Licking  County  until 
1853.  He  then  resolved  upon  a  change  of  location 
and  emigrated  with  his  family  to  Fayette  County, 
111.,  where  his  death  took  place  in  1861.  When 
young  he  had  spent  a  brief  time  on  tlie  ocean  as  a 
sailor,  but  afterward  gave  his  attention  almost  en- 
tirely to  his  agricultural  pursuits.  He  accumula- 
ted considerable  means  and  is  a  prominent  man  in 
his  community,  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  and  highly  respected. 

The  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  were 
Joel  and  Mary  (Leadbetter)  Philbrook,  both  like- 
wise natives  of  the  Pine  Tree  State.  They  traced 
their  ancestry  to  Thomas  Philbrook  who  emigrated 
from  England  to  America  in  1630  and  settled  in 
Watertown,  Mass.,  whence  he  subsequently  re- 
moved to  Maine.  Several  of  the  early  members  of 
the  family  participated  in  the  Revolutionary  War, 
and  later,  they  were  to  be  found  carrying  a  mus- 
ket in  the  War  of  1812.  A  number  of  them  be- 
came prominent  politicians  and  held  positions  of 
distinction.  They  were  uniformly  intelligent  and 
almost  without  exception  well-to-do. 

Seth  Philbrook,  in  1817  was  married  in  Licking 
County,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Margaret  Ward.  This  lady 
was  born  in  1797,  on  an  island  in  the  Ohio  River, 
and, was  of  German  extraction.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Philbrook  there  was  born  a  family  of  twelve  chil- 
dren, viz:  Albert,  Mary  S.,  Sanford,  Lucy,  Eli, 
Marvin,  Louisa  V.,  Ignatius,  Flavius  J.,  Edwin, 
Francis  M.  and  an  infant  who  died  unnamed. 
Francis  was  the  youngest  of  the  living  cliildren, 
and  until  a  lad  of  fourteen  years  resided  with  his 
parents  in  his  native  county.  He  accompanied  the 
family  to  Fayette  County,  III.,  sojourning  there 
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until  1864.  We  next  find  him  in  McLean  County, 
that  State,  where  he  eug.aged  in  shipping  grain  and 
stock.  He  remained  there  until  1869,  then  came 
to  Kansas,  of  which  he  has  since  been  a  resident. 
In  Illinois  he  dealt  largely  in  grain  and  hay. 

Mr.  Philbroolv  appropriately  celebrated  the  1st 
of  January,  1863,  by  his  marriage  with  Miss 
Anna  Morgan  of  Shelby  County,  111.  Mrs.  Phil- 
brook  was  born  in  Lancaster  Countj',  Ohio,  Oct. 
30,  1839,  and  is  the  mother  of  ten  children,  viz: 
Minnie  M.,  Herbert  C,  Clarence  H.,  Rufus  M., 
Eva  L.,  Alta  M.,  Claude  P.,  Grace  E.  and  Elmer 
M.  and  an  infant  who  died  unnamed.  Mr.  Phil- 
brook  votes  the  straight  Republican  ticket,  and  has 
been  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  for  the  long  period  of  thirty 
years.  He  is  connected  with  Unitj'  Lodge  No. 
276,  I.  O.  O.  F.  at  Barnes,  and  belongs  to  the 
Good  Templars  in  this  township.  A  man  honest 
and  upright  in  his  dealings,  he  commands  the  res- 
pect of  his  neighbors  and  occupies  a  good  position 
among  the  best  citizens  of  Washington  County. 
He  has  a  commodious  and  conveniently  arranged 
country  residence,  a  view  of  which  appears  else- 
where in  this  work.  It  represents  one  of  those 
homes  of  which  Lincoln  Township  is  justly  proud, 
as  showing  what  can  be  accomplished  by  a  life  of 
perseverance  and  honest  toil. 


^>'>^i^V5:5^'^^-^ 


jt„^  ENRY  CLAY  McNITT.  The  gentleman 
jifjj)  whose  name  stands  at  the  head  of  this  sketch 
i^)^'  js  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  substantial 
(^  farmers  of  Franklin  Township,  Washington 
County.  He  owns  and  operates  400  acres  of  choice 
land  on  section  24,  and  has  been  a  resident  there 
since  1876.  In  emigrating  to  the  frontier,  he  came 
to  stay,  realizing  that  "a  rolling  stone  gathers  no 
moss. "  and  he  has  been  rewarded  with  the  usual 
results  of  industry  and  perseverance. 

Mr.  McNitt  may  be  properly  termed  a  Western 
man,  with  all  his  interests  connected  with  the  wel- 
fare and  prosperity  of  this  section  of  the  United 
States.  He  was  born  in  Adams  County,  111.,  Aug. 
27,  1850,  and    is   the    son    of    Martin    and    Elvira 


(  (Juinby  )  McNitt,  natives  respectively  of  New 
York  State  and  Vermont.  TheMcNitts  trace  their 
ancestry  to  Scotland,  whence  the  paternal  great- 
grandfather of  our  subject  emigrated  at  an  early 
day,  settling  in  New  York  State,  probably  during 
the  Colonial  times.  His  son,  James,  the  grandfather 
of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Washington  County, 
that  State,  and  was  reared  to  farming  pursuits, 
spending  his  entire  life  in  his  native  State.  Martin 
McNitt,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  likewise  born 
in  Washington  County,  N.  Y.,  and  like  his  imme- 
diate progenitors,  was  reared  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits. In  1832,  when  a  young  man  of  twenty  years, 
he  set  out  for  Illinois,  and  located  in  Adams  County, 
where  he  was  married  and  entered  a  tract  of  land. 
He  improved  a  farm  from  the  wilderness  and  lived 
there  until  1876,  becoming  quite  wealthy.  His 
landed  possessions  embraced  640  acres  in  the  vicinity 
of  Quincy,  which  he  sold  in  1860.  and  going  to 
Brown  County,  the  same  State,  founded  the  town 
of  Mound,  engaging  there  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness for  ten  years.  Finally,  selling  out,  he  crossed 
the  Mississippi,  and  coming  to  this  State,  settled  in 
Washington,  retiring  from  active  business  and 
there  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  djing  Jan.  15, 
18S7.  The  wife  and  mother  is  still  living  in  Wash- 
ington. 

To  the  parents  of  our  subject  there  were  born 
eight  children,  the  eldest  of  whom,  a  daughter, 
Mariam,  is  the  wife  of  Jacob  Plowman  and  a  resi- 
dent of  Brown  County,  111. ;  Elizabeth  married  R. 
F.  Taiuter  and  they  live  in  Washington,  Kan.  • 
Pauline  is  the  wife  of  J.  Oliver  of  Odell,  Neb. ;  Alia 
M.  mairied  John  Peters  and  lives  in  St.  Joseph 
Mo. ;  Emma  resides  in  Washington  ;  Henry  C. 
completed  his  education  in  the  city  schools  of 
Quincy  and  remained  a  resident  of  his  native  county 
until  1872.  He  then  accompanied  his  father  to 
Brown  Couut3-,  111.,  where  he  sojourned  until  1876, 
coming  in  that  year  to  this  State. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  with  Miss  Stella 
Rogers  was  celebrated  at  the  home  of  Mr.  McNitt 
in  Washington,  Dec.  4,  1879.  Mrs.  McNitt  is  the 
daughter  of  James  and  A'ictoria  (  Lewis  )  Rogers, 
who  had  two  children.  Mrs.  McNitt,  and  a  son, 
James.  The  latter  lives  in  Marion  County,  Kan., 
and  is  engaged  in   railroading.     He  was  united   in 
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marriage  in  1885  with  Elizabeth  Richards,  by  whom 
he  had  one  child,  now  deceased.  James  Rogers, 
the  father  of  Mrs.  McNitt,  joined  the  United  States 
Army  after  coming  AVest  and  was  killed  in  Dakota 
near  Ft.  Pierre.  Her  mother  was  subsequently 
married  to  Jesse  W.  Bolt,  by  whom  she  had  three 
children,  Jessie,  Ida  and  Maud.  She  died  in  Wash- 
ington C'ount3-,  this  State. 

Mrs.  McNitt  was  born  in  Montgomerj'  County, 
Iowa,  March  25,  186L  She  is  now  the  mother  of 
three  children — Fred  C,  Gwendoline  and  Ethel. 
Mr.  McNitt  has  his  farm  finely  improved  and  the 
land  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  The  residence 
is  a  commodious  frame  structure,  and  with  its  sur- 
roundings makes  an  attractive  picture.  A  litho- 
graphic engraving  of  this  home  appears  elsewhere 
in  the  Album.  The  outbuildings  are  well  suited 
to  the  general  purposes  of  agriculture  in  which  his 
stock  raising  forms  a  leading  feature.  In  politics 
Mr.  McNitt  supports  the  Republican  part3-.  So- 
ciall3-,  he  is  a  member  of  Star  Lodge,  No.  69.  A.  F. 
&  A.  M. 


OHN  CRAFFORD,  coming  to  Washington 


i 


I    County  nearlj-  a  quarter   of  a  century  ago 
and  castinp;  in  his  fortunes  with  the  few  set- 
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^^/  tiers  who  had  preceded  him,  has  not  only 
witnessed  most  of  the  growth  of  this  part  of  the 
State  of  Kansas,  but  he  has  been  a  factor  in  devel- 
oping its  marvellous  agricultural  resources  by  im- 
proving a  good  farm,  comprising  the  southeast 
quarter  of  section  4,  Washington  Township,  and  he 
will  ever  occup}^  an  honorable  place  among  the 
pioneers  of  the  country. 

He  is  a  Pennsylvanian  by  birth,  coming  of  an 
old  family  that  settled  there  in  Colonial  days,  and 
he  was  born  Oct.  14,  1822,  a  mile  and  a  half  east 
of  Bevington  Mills  in  Washington  County.  His 
father,  Joseph  Crafford  was  born  in  Northampton 
County,  Pa.,  Oct.  11,  1780,  and  his  father,  Elijah 
Crafford,  was  a  native  of  the  same  county,  April 
25,  1756,  being  the  date  of  his  birth,  and  he  was  a 
gallant  soldier  in  the  Continental  army  during  the 
Revolution,  serving  under  Gen.  Washington.  His 
father,  John  Crafford,  was  born  in  England,  (_)ct.  15. 


1715,  and  came  to  America  and  settled  in  North- 
ampton County,  Pa.,  among  its  pioneers  and  there 
carried  on  farming  till  his  death.  After  the  revo- 
lution the  grandfather  of  our  subject  became  a 
pioneerof  Washington  County,  and  now  lies  buried 
there  in  the  Florence  Cross-Road  churchyard  be- 
side his  wife.  Her  maiden  name  was  Jane  Stout, 
and  she  was  born  in  New  Jersey,  April  11,  1787. 
The  father  of  our  subject  spent  the  first  years  of 
his  life  in  his  native  county,  and  in  after  life  used 
to  recount  to  his  children  and  grandchildren,  tlie 
exciting  incidents  of  the  removal  of  his  father's 
famil}'  with  a  five  horse  team  across  the  wild  and 
lonely  mountains  to  the  pioneer  home  in  Washing- 
ton County.  He  bought  a  tract  of  timbered  land  in 
Patrick's  Run,  eighteen  miles  from  Pittsburg,  and 
on  the  Steubenville  Pike.  He  erected  a  woolen  mill, 
operated  b}'  tread  power,  generally  using  oxen  for 
the  power.  He  was  a  man  of  much  enterprise,  and 
he  subsequentl}-  opened  a  hotel,  which  he  managed 
besides  improving  a  farm.  He  was  profitably  en- 
gaged in  the  hotel  business  thirty  years,  as  there 
being  no  railways  in  that  part  of  the  country ,the  pike 
was  much  traveled  by  stage  co.aehes  which  made 
his  tavern  their  headquarters  for  that  part  of  their 
route.  In  1836  he  sold  all  his  property  in  that 
part  of  the  country,  and  as  his  forefathers  had  done 
in  days  of  .yore,  became  a  pioneer  once  again,  the 
wild  prairies  of  Illinois  being  his  destination,  he 
traveling  thither  by  way  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi 
rivers  to  St.  Louis,  and  thence  by  team  to  McDon- 
ough  County.  He  bought  a  tract  of  land  eight  miles 
northeast  of  Macomb  and  improved  a  fine  farm,  on 
which  he  made  his  home  till  death  called  him  to  a 
higher.  Feb.  19,  1863.  The  maiden  name  of  the 
mother  of  our  subject  was  Deborah  Jackson,  and 
she  was  born  in  Washington, County,  Pa.,  Oct.  11, 
1778,  her  death  occurring  in  her  native  county 
Jan.  13,  1839.  Her  great  grandfather,  Joseph 
Jackson,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  of  Welsh  par- 
entage. He  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  Indians 
during  the  Revolutionary  War,  but  was  rescued  by 
his  friends,  and  died  peacefully  at  a  ripe  old  age  in 
AVashington  County,  Pa. 

Our  subject  was  the  eighth  of  twelve  children, 
eleven  of  whom  grew  to  maturity.  He  was  fifteen 
years    old   when  his   parents  removed  to  Illinois. 
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which  was  then  sparsely  settled  and  in  a  wild  con- 
dition, with  deer  and  other  kinds  of  game  very  plen- 
tiful, and  amid  pioneer  scenes  he  grew  to  a  stalwart, 
vigorous  manhood,  gleaning  his  education  in  the 
primitive  schools  of  those  early  days  of  the  settle- 
ment of  the  Prairie  State.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he 
commenced  to  learn  to  be  a  veterinary  physician 
and  practiced  that  calling  very  successfully  during 
his  stay  in  Illinois  and  ever  since  he  came  to  Kansas. 
As  soon  as  he  was  large  enough  he  had  gone  into 
his  father's  mill  to  assist  him  at  the  carding  ma- 
chines, and  later  had  worked  for  his  father  on  his 
farm,  remaining  an  inmate  of  the  parental  house- 
hold till  his  marriage.  Prior  to  that  time  he  became 
interested  in  property  in  Bushnell,  built  the  flrst 
house  on  the  present  site  of  the  city,  and  subse- 
quently opened  the  first  hotel  there.  He  kept  it 
nearlj'  a  year,  and  then  turned  his  attention  to  the 
grain  business,  carrying  it  on  two  years,  and  tlien 
engaged  in  different  pursuits  till  the  spring  of  1866. 
On  the  6th  of  April,  that  year,  he  started  for 
Kansas  with  a  team,  and  arrived  in  Washington 
County  May  6.  He  found  this  part  of  the  country 
still  in  a  wild  condition,  sparsely  settled,  and  the 
nearest  railway  station  was  then  at  St.  Joseph,  Mo., 
and  Ft.  Kearney  and  Denver  were  the  best  markets 
for  produce.  His  wife  and  three  children  accom- 
panied him  here,  and  when  they  arrived  at  their 
destination  they  were  without  a  home,  and  twenty- 
five  cents  was  all  the  money  in  the  family  exchequer. 
Mr.  Craft'ord  immediately  made  a  claim  to  the 
.southeastern  quarter  of  section  4,  Washington 
Township,  and  procuring  some  slabs  at  a  mill  two 
miles  east,  he  was  not  long  in  building  a  cabin  to 
shelter  his  famil}'.  Lil<e  many  another  pioneer,  he 
had  a  hard  struggle  to  make  both  ends  meet  for 
a  time,  but  patience  and  perseverance  overcame 
every  obstacle  in  his  pathwaj',  and  in  a  few  years 
he  had  a  good  start,  having  been  nobly  assisted  by 
Ills  devoted  wife,  and  was  on  the  highway  to  suc- 
cess. He  did  not  disdain  any  labor  whereby  he 
might  turn  an  honest  penny,  and  worked  out  by 
the  day  and  job  whenever  he  could  obtain  employ- 
ment and  also  practiced  his  calling  as  a  veterinary 
physician.  His  wife  in  the  meantime  bravely 
shouldered  her  share  of  the  burden  in  supporting 
the  family,  obtaining  money  by  taking  in  sewing. 


In  a  few  years  Mr.  Crafford  had  money  enough  to 
enable  him  to  devote  his  time  to  the  improvement 
and  cultivation  of  his  farm,  and  he  now  has  it  in 
good  shape,  having  erected  a  substantial  frame 
house  and  other  necessary  buildings,  and  his  land 
is  under  excellent  tillage,  yielding  him  abundant 
crops,  and  everything  about  the  place  indicates 
thrift  and  orderliness  on  his  part. 

June  19,  1846,  by  his  marriage  with  Miss  Han- 
nah M.  Markham,  Mr.  Crafiford  secured  a  helpmate 
and  companion  who  has  been  to  him  all  that  those 
terms  imply,  and  has  worked  with  him  side  by  side 
in  the  upbuilding  of  their  comfortable  home,  and 
in  rearing  up  their  children  to  be  useful  members 
of  societj'.  Three  children  have  been  born  of  their 
wedded  life:  Abba  J.,  Edward  J.,  Alonzo  Haney. 
Abba  J.  married  William  Lipsic,  and  they  have 
three  children.  Edward  married  Mary  Allen,  and 
they  have  one  child.  Alonzo  married  Alice  Miller, 
and  they  have  two  children. 

Mr.  Craft'ord  is  and  deserves  to  be  respected  for 
his  good  qualities  that  make  him  a  desirable  neigh- 
bor, a  kind  husband  and  a  good  father.  In  his 
busy  career  as  a  pioneer  settler  of  this  countj-.  he 
displayed  fortitude,  endurance,  wise  thrift  and 
good  powers  of  management  that  made  him  not 
only  prosperous  in  his  undertakings,  but  gained 
him  consideration  as  a  valued  citizen.  He  takes  an 
intelligent  interest  in  politics,  and  has  always  stood 
stanchly  by  the  Republican  party  since  its  forma- 
tion, having  been  a  Whig  prior  to  that  time.  JMrs. 
Crafford  is  the  daughter  of  Charles  and  Barbary 
(Harsh)  Marltham,  natives  of  Ohio,  both  born  in 
the  same  year,  1801. 


eLAUS  PETER  HANSON.  The  results  of 
diligence  and  economy  are  nowhere  better 
^_^  illustrated  than  in  the  career  of  Mr.  Hanson, 
who  commenced  in  life  at  the  foot  of  the  ladder, 
financially,  and  has  now  become  the  owner  of  a 
valuable  estate,  comprising  353  acres  of  highly  im- 
proved land  on  sections  35  and  36,  Mulberry  Town- 
ship. The  neat  and  substantial  buildings,  the  good- 
I    ly  assortment  of  live  stock,  the  forest  and  fruit  t  roes 
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and  the  farm  machinery  reflect  great  credit  upon 
the  proprietor,  who  spent  the  first  few  j^ears  of  his 
residence  in  CIh}'  County  toiling  early  and  late  in 
order  to  gain  a  foothold.  His  land  is  finely 
located  and  well  watered  by  MuUberry  Creek,  which 
winds  romantically  through  it. 

Mr.  Hanson  came  to  Kansas  from  Galena,  111,  in 
1872.  For  two  years  prior  to  that  time  he  had 
been  employed  as  a  pressman  in  the  office  of  the 
Galena  Gazette.  A  native  of  Denmark,  he  was 
born  in  Lolland,  Oct.  26,  1844,  and  is  the  half 
brother  of  Hans  Hanson,  a  biography  of  whom. 
with  a  full  history  of  the  family,  appears  on  an- 
other page  in  this  volume.  Claus  was  the  eldest 
child  of  his  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Anna 
Clauson,  and  he  was  reared  and  educated  in  his  na- 
tive place.  When  a  young  man  of  twenty-three  years 
he  determined  to  emigrate  to  the  United  States,  and 
set  out  April  3,  1867,  for  Copenhagen,  where  he 
took  passage  on  the  steamer  "  Holsatia"  bound  for 
New  York  City,  and  which  landed  him  safely  at 
destination  after  a  voyage  of  three  weeks.  Thence 
he  went  directly  to  Wisconsin,|]ocating  first  in  Osli- 
kosh,  but  not  long  afterward  went  up  into  the 
copper  mines  of  Lake  Superior. 

After  six  months  spent  in  the  above  mentioned 
regions  Mr.  Hanson  made  his  way  to  Dubuque, Iowa, 
and  thence  eastward  to  Galena,  111.,  where  he  spent 
two  years.  Then  being  seized  with  a  fit  of  home- 
sickness, he  recrossed  the  Atlantic  where  he  spent 
the  greater  part  of  a  year  among  his  old  friends 
and  associates.  In  1872  he  organized  a  colony  of 
Danes  and  accompanied  them  across  the  Atlantic 
and  to  this  State,  where  they  are  mostly  now  lo- 
cated and  doing  well. 

Upon  coming  to  Kansas  Mr.  Hanson  first  lo- 
cated in  Riley  County,  where  most  of  the  colony 
above  mentioned  established  tliemselves  and  where 
he,  himself,  homesteaded  a  piece  of  land.  Then 
coming  to  Clay  County,  he  lived  in  a  dugout  on 
his  present  home  for  two  years  when  he  was  mar- 
ried in  Bloom  Township,  to  Miss  Anna  Roenick. 
This  young  lady  was  a  native  of  Prussia,  whence  she 
emigrated  to  America  with  her  parents  at  the  age 
of  seventeen  years,  having  been  born  in  1854. 
They  located  at  once  in  Bloom  Township  where  her 
father  died   when   quite  aged.     The    mother   and 


most  of  her  children  are  still  living  there,  the 
former  being  quite  well  advanced  in  years.  Of  this 
marriage  there  have  been  born  a  son  and  daugh- 
ter— Charles  AV.  and  Celia  May.  Mr.  Hanson,  po- 
litically, affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party,  while 
he  and  his  estimable  wife  are  members  in  good 
standing  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  They  are  in 
possession  of  a  large  share  of  this  world's  goods  as 
the  result  of  their  industry  and  economy  and  main- 
tain in  a  marked  degree  the  esteem  and  confidence 
of  their  neighbors. 


><^-' 


'RANK  C.  MERRICK,  a  citizen  of  sterling 
qualities  and  who  is  considered  one  of  the 
)est  men  of  Strawberry  Township,  began 
life  at  the  foot  of  the  ladder  and  worked  his  way 
upward  against  many  difficulties,  so  that  he  is  now  in 
comfortable  circumstances.  His  occupation  is  that 
of  a  farmer  and  he  operates  120  acres  of  land  on 
section  19,  where  he  has  effected  good  improve- 
.ments  and  makes  a  speciality  of  live  stock,  includ- 
ing graded  Short-horn  cattle,  thoroughbred 
Poland-China  swine  and  Norman  horses.  He  has 
an  interest  in  a  thoroughbred  imported  Norman 
stallion,  the  property  of  a  joint  stock  company,  a 
magnificent  animal  of  great  value. 

The  earl}'  home  of  our  subject  was  in  Winnebago 
County,  111.,  and  the  date  of  his  birth  June  20, 
1847.  His  father,  Gieorge  B.  Merrick,  long  since 
deceased,  was  a  native  of  Massachusetts  and  reared 
to  farming  pursuits.  Leaving  New  England  in 
1837,  the  latter  emigrated  to  Illinois,  passing 
through  the  present  great  city  of  Chicago  when  it 
was  a  hamlet  of  two  or  three  stores  and  a  few  small 
dwellings.  He  settled  in  a  wild  country  and  for 
some  time  engaged  in  freighting  goods  with  an  ox 
team  from  Chicago  to  Galena. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject 
was  Kissiah  Holt.  George  B.  Merrick  was  three 
times  married  and  the  father  of  twelve  children, 
all  of  whom  are  living.  Frank  C.was  the  eldest  born. 
The  others  were  named  respectively,  George  F., 
Horatio  A.  and  HoUis  N.,^twins,)  Charles,  Beatta  L., 
(Mrs.    Totten,)    Arthur,    Dwight,    Helen,    Alfred, 
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Lulu  and  Gordon.  Frank  C.  attended  the  common 
scliuul  of  his  native  county,  mostly  during  the  win- 
ter season  and  was  bred  to  farming  pursuits  whicli 
he  eliose  for  his  life  vocation.  He  came  to  Kansas 
in  tlie  fall  of  1872,  and  in  the  following  spring 
settled  on  eighty  acres  of  land  which  he  had  home- 
steaded,  and  to  which  he  subsequently  added  until 
it  attained  to  its  present  proportions. 

The  marriage  ,of  Frank  C.  Merrick  and  Miss 
Nanc}'  J.Totten  occurred  at  the  bride's  home  in  Mar- 
ble Rock,  Iowa,  Dec.  31,  1869.  They  have  no  child- 
ren. Both  are  members  in  good  standing  of  the 
JMethodist  p]piscopal  Church,  and  Blrs.  Merrick,  in 
particular  is  an  energetic  worker  in  the  Master's 
vineyard.  She  is  greatly  interested  in  the  Sunday- 
school  and  at  one  time  held  a  license  to  exhort. 
Mr.  Merrick,  politically,  supports  the  principles  of 
the  Republican  party,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  both 
Prohibitionists.  He  has  never  aspired  to  office, 
preferring  to  give  his  attention  to  his  legitimate  call- 
ing and  is  more  fond  of  the  quiet  of  his  own  home 
than  the  turmoil  and   responsibility  of  public  life. 

(ieorge  B.  Merrick  departed  this  life  at  his  home 
in  Cerro  Gordo  County,  Iowa,  in  the  spring  of 
1875,  having  survived  his  estimable  partner  Kis- 
siah,  a  period  of  twenty-two  years,  her  deatii  taking 
place  in  the  spring  of  1853. 


#^- 


•  ^REDERICK  HOSS.     Northern   Kansas  has 

been  the  scene  of  many  a  man's  struggles 
and  also  the  triumph  of  many,  and  among 
those  who  have  overcome  the  difficulties  of  life  on 
the  frontier,  may  be  properly  mentioned  Mr.  Hoss, 
who  came  to  this  vicinity  poor  in  purse  and  is  now 
well  to  do.  He  is  a  fine  representative  of  the  enter- 
prising German  element  which  has  been  so  efficient 
in  the  settlement  of  the  great  West,  and  occupies  a 
leading  position  among  his  conntryraen  in  Goshen 
Township.  He  is  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  his 
property  includes  190  acres  of  land,  comprising  a 
well-regulated  homestead  on  section  13. 

A  native  of  the  city  of  Murach,  in  the  Kingdom 
of  Wurtemberg,  Germany,  Mr.  Hoss  was  born 
Nov.  22.  1846,  and  lived  there  until  1865.     In  the 


meantime  he  learned  the  potter's  trade  and  received 
a  good  education  in  the  public  schools.  At  an 
early  age  he  began  laying  his  plans,  for  tiie  future 
and  determined  to  have  something  and  to  be  some- 
body  in  the  world.  Not  being  satisfied  with  his 
prospects  in  the  Fatherland,  lie  determined  to  emi- 
grate to  America,  and  on  the  9th  of  December, 
1865,  repaired  to  the  city  of  Hamburg  and  em- 
barked on  the  steamer  "Jacksonia"  bound  for  New 
York  City.  He  landed  at  his  destination  on  the 
27th  of  the  above  mentioned  month  and  thence 
proceeded  directly  to  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  where  he 
sojourned  for  about  six  months.  Next  he  went  into 
New  Jersey,  but  three  months  later  we  find  him  in 
the  city  of  Chicago,  III,  where  he  joined  his  parents, 
Fred  and  Mary  (Batt)  Hoss,  who  had  come  to 
America  in  June,  1866. 

Remaining  in  Chicago  until  October,  1869,  Mr. 
Hoss  now  set  out  for  the  farther  AVest  and  coming 
to  Clay  County,  Kan.,  homesteaded  160  acres  in 
Goshen  Township  from  which  he  built  up  his  pres- 
ent homestead.  His  first  dwelling  was  a  little  frame 
house,  12x16  feet  in  dimensions  and  he  lived  there 
alone  until  the  spring  of  1870.  He  was  then  joined 
by  his  parents  and  his  sister  Pauline.  His  father  home- 
steaded  120  acres  adjoining  on  the  north.  They  all 
lived  together  until  the  death  of  the  father,  which  oc- 
curred M.ay  4,  1888.  The  mother  continued  with 
her  children  and  died  May  2,  1889.  Since  then 
Frederick  and  his  sister  Pauline  have   lived  alone. 

To  the  parents  of  our  subject  there  were  born 
five  children.  One  brother,  Adolph,  and  a  sister, 
Mary,  the  wife  of  Henry  Milhausen,  are  residents 
of  Chicago.  Fredricka  is  in  California.  Upon 
coming  to  Kansas,  Mr.  Hoss  had  no  money  and  at 
once  began  working  bj-  the  day  and  month  in  order 
to  get  the  wherewithal  to  improve  his  laud.  Upon 
the  arrival  of  his  father  here,  Frederick  had  only 
§10  which  he  paid  out  for  100  lbs.  of  flour  and 
this  was  all  the  wheat  flour  the  family  had  for 
that  year,  their  other  provisions  being  corn  and 
meal.  In  due  time  they  raised  their  own  wlieat, 
which  they  transported  to  Clay  Center  for  grinding. 

The  land  which  Mr.  Hoss  entered  from  the  Gov- 
ei-nment  now  presents  a  widely  different  appear- 
ance from  tliat  which  it  presented  when  he  settled 
upon  it.     It  is  now  embellished  with  a  substantial 
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frame  residence,  a  good  stable,  corn  cribs,  granary, 
an  orchard  of  100  apple  trees  and  a  great  many 
forest  trees.  It  is  mostly  fenced  and  the  greater 
part  in  a  good  state  of  cultivation.  Miss  Pauline 
owns  ninety  acres  of  the  land  which  her  father 
homesteaded  and  this  also  is  improved. 

The  Hoss  family  is  of  pure  German  ancestry  and 
as  far  back  as  is  known, belonged  to  the  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Church  and  were  natives  and  residents 
of  Wurtemburg.  Upon  one  occasion  soon  after 
the  settlement  of  the  parents  of  Mr.  Hoss  in  Goshen 
Township,  a  band  of  wild  Indians  passed  tlirough 
the  country  on  a  hunting  tour.  The  mother  of 
our  subject  had  spent  all  her  life  in  a  cit}'  and  the 
wild  and  uncouth  appearance  of  the  savages  fright- 
ened her  almost  to  death.  The  Indians,  however, 
offered  no  molestation,  simply  riding  by  the  house, 
and  camped  in  a  grove  on  the  creek  and  engaged 
in  a  deer  chase. 

Mr.  Hoss  meddles  very  little  with  matters  out- 
side of  his  farming  interests  and  has  no  ambition 
for  office.  He  usually  votes  the  Democratic  ticket 
and  is  looked  upon  as  a  peaceable  and  law-abiding 
citizen,  one  who  is  prompt  to  meet  his  obligations 
and  who  is  .always  the  upholder  of  law  and  order, 
presenting  in  his  own  career  the  best  illustration 
of  bis  principles. 


J  I  P:NKIN  JONES.  For  the  last  five  years  Mr. 
Jones  has  been  numbered  among  the  pro- 
I  perty  owners  of  Farmington  Township.  In 
^  '  March,  1879,  he  purchased  160  acres  of  land 
on  section  36,  but  did  not  really  commence  its  im- 
provement and  cultivation  until  188.3,  in  wliicli 
year  he  moved  his  family  upon  it,  while  he  followed 
his  trade  as  an  iron  worker,  in  Chicago,  111.  In 
Marcli,  1888  he  abandoned  work  at  his  tr.ade  and 
has  since  given  his  attention  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits. His  thrift  and  industry,  already  made  ap- 
parent in  his  operations,  will  no  doubt  result  in  the 
building  up  of  one  of  the  finest  homesteads  in  tlie 
neighborhood. 

Tlie  sixth  child    of  iiis  parents,  Mr.   Jones   was 
born  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  in  South 


Wales,  April  22,  1829.  In  that  same  country  b.is 
parents  lived  and  died,  the  mother  when  she  had 
reached  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-four  years, 
while  the  fatiier  was  only  fifty-four  at  the  time  of 
his  decease.  The  opening  years  of  the  life  of  our 
subject  were  spent  in  his  native  land,  which  he  left 
when  a  youth  of  about  seventeen  years,  going  to 
Monmoutlishire,  England,  where  he  was  employed 
in  a  rolling  mill  until  1860.  He  then  determined 
upon  coming  to  America  and  after  a  safe  and  un- 
eventful voyage  landed  in  New  York  Citj^  in  De- 
cember of  that  year  and  in  due  time  emigrated  to 
Allentown,  Pa.  He  there  found  employment  in  a 
rolling  mill,  remaining  eight  months.  Thence  he 
went  to  Tro}',  N.  Y.,  where'  he  was  joined  by  his 
family  who  had  just  emigrated  from  the  Old  Coun- 
try. They  lived  in  Troy  about  eighteen  months, 
tlien  returning  to  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Jones  settled 
in  Columbia.  Lancaster  County,  where  he  followed 
his  trade  two  and  one-half  years.  We  next  find 
him  in  South  Chicago,  111.,  where  he  sojourned, 
working  in  the  Union  Rolling  Mills  four  and  one- 
half  years.  From  there  he  went  to  Canada  and  in 
Hamilton,  Ontario,  followed  his  trade  fifteen 
months.  He  then  purchased  a  hotel  which  he  con- 
ducted about  nine  months,  after  whicli  he  sold  out 
and  returning  to  Northern  Illinois,  was  employed 
in  the  North  Chicago  Rolling  Mills  for  a  period  of 
eighteen  years  and  until  coming  to  Kansas. 

Mr.  Jones  was  married  in  South  Wales,  May  11, 
1857,  to  Miss  Anne  Lewis.  This  lady  was  born  in 
Monmouthshire,  I^ngland,  Feb.  15,  1833  and  was 
the  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (James)  Lewis,  who 
were  natives  of  South  Wales  and  who  spent  their 
last  days  in  England.  Their  family  consisted  of 
one  son  and  three  daughters,  Mrs.  Jones  being  the 
third  child.  Of  her  union  witli  our  subject  there 
have  been  born  eight  children  and  the  survivors 
are  recorded  as  follows:  Mary  E.  is  tlie  wife  of 
George  F.  Trishman  and  lives  in  San  Franscisco, 
Cal. ;  Eleanor  J.  is  at  home  with  her  parents  ;  Try- 
phena  is  the  wife  of  Charles  E.  Carrell  of  Beatrice, 
Neb.;  William  T.  and  Charles  J.  remain  at  home 
with  their  parents.  Those  deceased  are  Thomas, 
Eleanor  and  Margaret,  who  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jones  in  their  religious  views  en- 
dorse the  doctrines  of   the    Presbyterian  Church. 
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Mr.  Jones  was  the  subject  of  very  early  religious 
training  and  when  a  youth  of  fifteen  j'ears  began 
preaching  in  the  Calvinistic  Church,  and  followed 
this  for  several  years  after  he  began  working  at 
his  tr.ade.  Upon  b-coraing  a  voting  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  he  allied  himself  with  the  Republican 
[)arty  of  whose  principles  he  is  a  stanch  supporter. 
Thoroughly  in  sympathy  with  American  institu- 
tions, Mr.  .lones,  in  the  spring  of  18G3,  a  year  after 
the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War,  enlisted  as  a  Union 
soldier  in  Company  E,  Illinois  Infantry,  Col. 
Norton's  regiment,  and  served  nine  months.  He 
participated  in  the  battle  uf  Gettysburg  and  other 
minor  engagements,  .servinu  under  (ien.  Sickles. 
While  a  resident  of  his  native  country  he  served 
all  through  the  Russian  War,  in  the  British  army 
under  Gen.  Cathgart,  and  was  twice  wounded,  once 
in  tlie  thigh  and  once  in  the  foot.  He  has  traveled 
over  a  goodly  portion  of  the  earth's  surface  and 
has  had  considerable  experience,  both  on  land  and 
water.  He  is  well  informed  and  an  hour  may  be 
passed  in  his  society  with  great  satisfaction.  He 
has  a  very  comfortable  home,  which,  with  the  sur- 
rounding farm  buildings,  and  a  goodly  portion  of 
the  estate,  is  represented  by  a  view  on  another  page 
of  this  work.  He  and  his  intelligent  family  are 
respected  wherever  known. 


"B- 


/^  HUISTIAN  ALBRIGHT,  a  prominent  and 
(l(^-\^  successful  business  man  of  Wsshington, 
^^^'  where  he  is  engaged  in  dealing  in  stock,  is 
one  of  the  pioneers  of  Washington  County,  and  was 
one  of  the  first  settlers  on  these  prairies  when  deer, 
antelopes,  wild  turkeys  and  other  game  were  roam- 
ing at  will  where  are  now  fine  farms,  pleasant 
homes,  and  busy,  thriving  towns.  He  was  born  in 
Bedford  County,  Pa.,  June  16,  1836,  and  his  father, 
Solomon  Albright,  was  born  in  the  same  county, 
May  8,  1812.  The  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
Christian  Albright,  was  born  either  in  Maryland  or 
Pennsylvania,  and  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade  carry- 
ing on  his  calling  in  Bedford  Count}',  Pa.,  until 
death  put  an  end  to  his  earthly  career.  The  father 
of  our  subject  became  an  adept  at  his  fatlier's  trade, 


and  besides  was  engaged  with  his  sire  in  the  trans- 
portation business  in  the  daj's  before  the  introduc- 
tion of  railways  and  canals,  they  having  teams 
which  they  hired  other  men  to  drive,  occasionally 
making  trips  themselves  and  carrying  produce  from 
Bedford  County,  Pa.,  to  Baltimore,  Md.,  and  return- 
ing with  their  wagons  laden  with  merchandise.  In 
those  days  blacksmiths  h.ad  to  make  their  own  nails 
and  horse-shoes,  and  they  did  a  thriving  trade.  In 
1850  the  fiither  of  our  subject  removed  with  his 
family  to  Washington  County,  Wis.,  becoming  a 
pioneer  of  that  section  of  the  country,  the  removal 
thither  being  made  with  team  to  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
and  thence  by  the  lakes  to  Port  Washington.  Mr. 
Albright  bought  eighty -six  acres  of  heavily  timbered 
land,  sixteen  miles  west  of  Point  Washington,  pay- 
ing $6  an  acre  for  it.  He  built  a  hewed-log  house 
for  a  dwelling,  and  then  devoted  his  time  to  clear- 
ing his  land  and  improving  a  farm,  which  he  now 
has  in  a  fine  condition,  well  fenced,  under  admira- 
ble tillage,  and  provided  with  an  excellent  set 
of  buildings,  including  a  subtantial  brick  house 
and  a  good  frame  barn,  and  there  he  and  his  estim- 
able wife  are  living  in  comfort  and  ease,  respected 
and  beloved  by  all  about  them  for  their  many 
kindly  traits  of  he.ad  and  heart.  Mrs.  Albright's 
maiden  name  was  Anna  Woolford,  and  she  was 
born  in  the  same  county  as  her  husband,  a  d.augh- 
ter  of  Christian  and  Phebe  Woolford,  natives,  re- 
spectively of  Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersey.  The 
parents  of  our  subject  have  had  eight  children,  as 
follows:  Christian,  Phebe,  Levi,  John,  Mary, 
Charlie,  Edward  A.  and  Willet.  Levi,  John  and 
our  subject  served  in  the  army  during  the  late  war. 
Our  subject  was  a  bright  lad  of  fourteen  years 
when  his  parents  removed  to  Wisconsin,  where  he 
attended  school  in  the  primitive  log  house,  and 
at  other  times  assisted  his  father  in  clearing  his 
land.  In  1804  he  enlisted  in  the  United  States 
construction  department,  serving  in  Tennes.see  un- 
til after  the  close  of  the  war,  proving  a  valuable 
assistant.  After  his  return  from  the  South,  Mr. 
Albright  resumed  farming  in  Wisconsin,  where  he 
rjontinued  to  live  until  1868.  In  that  year  became 
to  Kansas  to  cast  in  his  lot  with  the  pioneers  that 
had  preceded  him,  and  he  soon  made  a  claim  to  a 
tract  of  land  on  section  1 7,  township  2,  range  3, 
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now  included  in  Farmington  Townsliip.  He  at 
once  commenced  to  break  the  prairie  sod,  and  in 
March  settled  on  his  land  with  his  famil}-,  and  was 
one  of  the  first  settlers  on  the  prairies  of  Washing- 
ton County,  where  deer  and  antelope  roamed  at 
will  and  buffaloes  were  plentiful  not  far  distant. 
Washington  was  but  a  small  hamlet,  with  only  one 
store,  a  log  blacksmith-shop  and  two  frame  build- 
ings on  the  town  site.  Waterville  was  the  nearest 
railway  station,  and  the  markets  were  not  very 
accessible.  Mr.  Albright  resided  on  his  farm  until 
1874,  in  the  meantime  making  many  valuable  im- 
provements. In  that  year  he  traded  it  for  prop- 
erty in  Washington,  and  has  been  a  resident  of  this 
city  since  then,  and  for  the  past  thirteen  years  has 
dealt  extensively  in  stock  and  hogs,  shipping  to 
Chicago  a  few  years,  and  of  late  to  Kansas  City. 

Mr.  Albright  and  Miss  Mary  M.  Young  were 
united  in  marriage  iu  1861,  and  of  their  pleasant 
union  one  child,  Ada  G.,  has  been  born.  Farming- 
ton  Township  being  her  birthplace.  Mrs.  Albright 
is  a  native  of  Canada,  a  daughter  of  William  and 
Mary  (Graham)  Young,  natives  of  Scotland.  She 
is  a  devoted  member  of  tiie  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  is  a  consistent  Christian. 

Mr.  Albright  is  a  man  of  sound  discretion,  of 
excellent  business  principles,  his  personal  habits 
are  irreproachable,  and  his  standing  in  business  and 
social  circles  is  of  the  highest.  In  politics  he  is 
a  straight  Republican.  He  has  mingled  in  public 
life  and  proved  an  invaluable  civic  official  while  he 
was  serving  as  Township  Trustee  and  Clerk  of  the 
Township. 


\1^,ART0N  S.  WILSON,  a  pioneer  though  not 
ir^L  ^™^"S  ^''®  earliest  settlers  of  AVashington 
(i^)j|.'  County,  is  a  prominent  farmer  of  Washing- 
^^^  ton  Township,  where  he  owns  a  well-ap- 
pointed, highly  productive  farm  that  compares 
favorably  with  the  best  in  the  locality.  He  is  a 
native  of  Illinois,  Ijorn  March  23,  1851,  in  Cass 
Countj-,  five  miles  west  of  Tallula.  His  father, 
Smith  Wilson,  was  a  Southerner  by  birth,  Ken- 
tucky his  native  State,  while  his  father.  John  Wil- 
son, is  thought  to  havebeeuanativeof  New  Jersey. 


being  a  son  of  one  Benjamin  Wilson,  who  from 
the  best  information  at  hand  is  supposed  to  have 
originated  in  New  England.  He  was  a  shoemaker 
by  trade,  and  spent  his  last  years  in  New  Jersey. 
The  grandfather  of  our  subject  earl^^  learned  the 
trade  of  a  carpenter,  and  going  to  North  Carolina 
when  a  young  man,  he  lived  in  that  State  a  few 
years.  In  1820,  accompanied  by  his  family,  he  re- 
turned to  the  North,  and  selecting  the  young  State 
of  Illinois  as  the  site  of  his  future  home,  he  located 
in  Cass  County,  and  thus  became  one  of  its  earliest 
pioneers.  In  the  many  3'ears  of  his  residence  there 
he  bore  an  honorable  yjart  in  its  upbuilding,  be- 
ing an  important  factor  in  developing  its  agricul- 
tural resources,  and  he  lived  to  see  a  populous, 
thriving  and  wealthy  community  where  he  had 
found  a  wild  and  desolate  country,  the  home  of  the 
Indians  and  the  haunt  of  prairie  wolves,  bears,  deer 
and  other  wild  animals.  He  improved  a  good  farm, 
planted  a  tine  orchard,  erected  substantial  farm 
buildings,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  at  the  vener- 
able age  of  eighty-nine  years,  was  comfortably  well 
off  in  this  world's  goods.  He  was  a  veteran  of  the 
War  of  1812,  in  which  he  did  gallant  service.  The 
land  that  he  bought  from  the  Government  was 
partly  prairie  and  partly  timber  land,  and  he  first 
erected  a  log  house  to  shelter  his  familj'.  The 
father  of  our  subject  was  young  when  his  parents 
took  up  their  abode  in  Illinois,  and  he  was  reared  to  a 
vigorous  manhood  amid  the  wild  pioneer  scenes  of 
his  early  home  in  Cass  County,  and  was  there 
married  to  Mary  C.  McHaley.  She  was  born  in 
Ohio  and  was  a  daughter  of  John  McHaley,  a  na- 
tive of  Germany,  who  lived  for  a  time  in  the  Buck- 
eye State,  and  then  moved  to  Indiana,  where  he  died. 
While  yet  in  the  prime  of  life,  being  but  forty  years 
of  age,  Mr.  Wilson's  useful  career  was  cut  short  by 
his  death  in  1852.  The  following  is  recorded  of 
the  six  children  born  of  his  marriage :  Benjamin 
F.  and  Catherine  are  dead  ;  George  W.  lives  in 
Wilson  County  Kan. ;  Mary  J.  is  dead  ;  Margaret 
A.  married  John  Biggs,  and  lives  near  Morrow  this 
county  ;  Barton  S.  is  the  subject  of  this  biograph- 
ical review.  After  the  death  of  her  husband,  Mrs. 
Wilson,  a  woman  of  much  force  of  character  and 
capabilit}',  and  of  sterling  worth,  bravely  worked 
to  support  her  children  and  keep  them  together,  and 
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now  in  her  old  age  she  is  tenderly  cared  for  by  our 
subject  and  is  a  welcome  inmate   of  his   household. 

He  of  whom  we  write  remained  at  home  with  his 
mother  till  he  was  ten  years  old,  and  tlien  the  manly, 
self-helpful  little  lad  determined  to  earn  his  own 
living,  and  from  that  time  he  became  self-support- 
ing. He  worked  by  the  month  on  a  farm,  and  at- 
tended school  as  opportunity  offered  in  the  winter 
seasons,  and  by  diligent  attention  to  his  books 
gleaned  a  very  good  education.  He  continued  to 
live  in  his  native  State,  with  the  exception  of  one 
year  that  he  spent  in  Iowa,  till  1870.  He  then 
emigrated  to  Kansas,  his  mother  and  one  sister  ac- 
companying him,  coming  with  a  team  and  bringing 
a  part  of  their  household  goods.  On  arriving  here 
Mr.  Wilson  made  a  claim  to  a  tract  of  land  on  sec- 
tion 30,  of  what  is  now  Washington  Township, 
and  after  erecting  a  frame  house  14  x  14  feet 
to  shelter  the  familj',  he  at  once  commenced 
the  pioneer  task  of  breaking  the  prairie  sod  and  im- 
l)roving  a  farm.  Like  his  grandfather  before  him 
lie  had  to  build  up  a  home  in  a  wild,  sparsely  set- 
tled country,  where  the  presence  of  deer,  antelopes 
and  other  game  showed  that  civilization  was  not 
ver\'  far  advanced.  AVatervillc  several  miles  away 
was  the  nearest  railway  station,  market  and  depot 
for  supplies,  and  he  used  to  have  to  haul  his  grain 
to  that  distant  point  to  dispose  of  it.  Since  coming 
here  he  has  witnessed  many  marvellous  changes 
and  has  aided  in  bringing  them  about,  as  it  is  owing 
to  the  zeal  of  him  and  his  fellow-farmers,  that 
Washington  Township  is  so  prosperous  to  da}-.  He 
has  worked  hard  to  bring  his  fine  farm  to  its  present 
high  state  of  cultivation  and  provide  it  with  com- 
fortable, neatly  arranged  buildings  and  good  ma- 
chinerj'. 

Mr.  Wilson  was  married  in  March,  1870  to 
Francelia  Baker.  She  was  born  in  the  State  of 
New  York,  and  is  a  daughter  of  William  and  Ellen 
Baker.  Five  r-hildren  have  resulted  from  this  mar- 
riage, four  of  whom  are  living — Ida  K..  Minnie  I., 
Howard  L.,  Arvel  ;  Clara  L.  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilson  are  genial,  hospitable  peo- 
ple, with  generous,  kindly  hearts,  and  are  highly 
thought  of  by  their  neighbors  and  other  friends. 
He  started  out  in  life  a  poor  boy,  and  by  those 
traits  of  character  that  mark  him  an  intelligent,  in- 


dustrious, cap.ible,  honest  man  and  a  trustworthy 
citizen,  he  has  made  his  way  upward  till  ho  stands 
among  our  most  substantial  farmers.  He  has  de- 
cided opinions  of  his  own  on  all  matters  with  which 
he  is  familiar,  especially  in  politics,  and  lie  is  now 
independent  in  regard  to  voting,  though  for 
many  years  he  supported  the  Republican  party. 


^-^^^ 


^^EORGP:  II.  D ARROW.  Prominent  .among 
the  men  Avho  liave  developed  the  best  inter- 
ests of  Washington  County,  and  especially 
of  Greenleaf  Township,  may  be  mentioned  the 
gentleman  of  whose  life  history  this  is  a  brief  rec- 
ord. In  connection  with  his  personal  sketch  we 
call  the  attention  of  the  reader  to  a  fine  view  of  his 
home  witli  its  pleasant  surroundings,  which  may  be 
found  on  another  page  of  this  volume.  JMr.  Har- 
row bears  an  honorable  record  not  only  as  an 
enterprising  and  energetic  citizen,  but  also  as  a 
veteran  of  the  Civil  W.ar,  and  a  successful  merchant 
both  in  the  East  and  in  the  AYest. 

A  native  of  the  metropolis  of  Illinois,  Mr.  Dar- 
row  was  born  Aug.  7,  1841,  and  was  also  reared  in 
Chicago,  making  his  home  there  until  1870.  In  the 
meantime  he  had  enlisted,  in  1862,  as  a  private  in 
the  Illinois  Independent  Battery  of  Light  Artillery. 
The  battery  served  with  the  Army  of  the  Cumber- 
land, participating  in  Burnside's  expedition,  and  in 
many  of  the  engagements  fought  by  the  regiment. 
Mr.  Darrow  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Sergeant, 
and  after  a  faithful  service  wiis  mustered  out  at 
Chicago,  July  18,  1865. 

After  the  close  of  the  war  our  subject  was  en- 
gjiged  in  the  mercantile  business  and  came  to  Kan- 
sas, where,  after  a  residence  of  a  ye.ar  each  in 
Wsishington  and  Vermillion,  he  removed  to  White 
Rock,  Republic  County.  Thence  he  went  to  Beattie, 
next  to  Doniphan,  and  a  year  later  to  Bethany, 
Mo.  After  a  year's  sojourn  .at  the  latter  pLace  he 
visited  for  the  same  length  of  time  in  Guilford, 
Conn.  He  afterward  sold  goods  in  Hudson.  Midi., 
and  at  Chicago,  111.,  and  in  1882  returned  to  Wash- 
ington.    The  following  year  he  removed  to  Greeu- 
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leaf,  and  has  resided  in  tliat  place  most  of  the  time 
since  his  airival,  having  been  employed  as  clerk 
for  J.  R.  Pruden.  By  dint  of  energy  and  business 
qualifications  he  has  become  the  owner  of  a  fine 
farm  comprising  eighty  acres  in  Greenleaf  Town- 
ship, and  gives  considerable  attention  to  the  breed- 
ing of  Ilolstein  cattle  and  Poland-China  hogs.  He 
is  also  engaged  in  the  successful  prosecution  of  the 
stock  business  on  his  farm  in  Marshall  County. 

Sidney  L.  Darrow,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  New  London,  Conn.,  Sept.  22,  1810,  and 
was  by  occupation  a  ship  carpenter,  working  at 
that  business  in  his  native  town  until  1835.  He 
then  removed  to  Chicago,  where  he  followed  the 
same  trade  for  a  number  of  years,  although  after- 
ward he  was  engaged  in  the  real  estate  business. 
In  1864  he  returned  to  New  London,  Conn.,  and 
afterward  became  manager  of  the  Nantucket  ship 
yards,  attaining  considerable  prominence  among 
ship  builders.  Later  he  removed  to  Guilford, 
Conn.,  where  he  is  yet  living,  making  his  home  on 
a  farm,  although  he  has  since  retired  from  active 
life.  He  is  a  man  of  means,  and  the  owner  of  con- 
siderable real  estate  in  Chicago.  In  politics  he  was 
formerly  a  Whig,  but  is  now  a  Republican.  He  was 
a  son  of  Nicholas  Darrow,  a  native  of  New  Lon- 
don, Conn.,  and  a  man  of  prominence  in  his  gen- 
eration. The  Darrow  famil}-  traces  its  descent  from 
one  of  three  brotliers  who  emigrated  from  England 
to  America  at  an  early  day,  and  settled  in  New 
England. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Emiline  Howard,  and  was  born  in  New  London, 
Conn.,  Sept.  23,  1810.  She  was  reared  to  woman- 
hood and  married  in  the  city  where  she  first  saw 
the  light.  Her  father  was  a  sea  captain  and  the 
family  are  of  English  extraction.  Her  union  with 
Sidney  Darrow  resulted  in  the  birth  of  nine  chil- 
dren, five  sons  and  four  daughters,  named  respect- 
ively, AVolcott  H.,  Charles  II.,  Leonard  S.,  Emiline, 
George  H.,  Mary  A.,  Alanson  F.,  Martha  H..,  and 
Caroline  A. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  was  celebrated  Jan. 
i>.  1872,  the  bride  being  Miss  Addie  P.  Wells,  a 
resident  of  Chicago  and  the  daughter  of  Edwin  E. 
and  Agnes  J.  (Sutor)  Wells,  both  natives  of  the 
Empire  State,    The  union  of  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Darrow 


lias  been  blessed  by   the  birth  of  three  children — • 
Carrie,  Gracie  A.,  and  Fred  D. 

Mr.  Darrow  is  a  supporter  of  the  principles  of 
tlie  Republican  party,  with  whose  platform  he  is  in 
hearty  sympath}'.  He  belongs  to  the  A.  F.  &  A.  M. 
Lodge,  No.  232,  at  Greenleaf,  and  to  the  G.  A.  .R 
Post  No.  134,  of  which  he  has  been  Commander. 
He  is  a  man  of  fine  business  qualifications,  of  strict- 
est moralit}',  and  a  gentleman  in  the  truest  sense  of 
the  word.  He  is  possessed  of  considerable  means, 
and  is  a  leading  and  influential  citizen  of  Greenleaf, 
while  his  wife  shares  with  him  in  the  hearty  respect 
of  the  community. 


/^^\  *^^^''^  ATWOOD,  M.  D.,  is  tlie  inventor  of 
1  l\\  ^'^^  celebrated  "Atwood's  Medicines"  which 
jj  II'  have  been  so  well  and  favorably  known 
*  for    the    past   thirty   years.     The  Doctor, 

though  a  man  of  advanced  years,  is  as  thoroughly 
interested  now  as  in  his  earlier  life,  in  behalf  of 
suffering  humanity.  The  millions  of  people  to 
whom  his  remedies  have  given  relief  from  pain  and 
a  new  lease  of  life,  may  well,  look  upon  him  in  the 
light  of  a  public  benefactor. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was 
.James  Atwood,  a  native  of  Hampstead,  N.  H.,  and 
a  farmer  by  occupation.  The  maternal  grandfather 
was  Levi  Francis,  of  New  Hampshire,  and  of 
French  descent.  The  parents  of  our  subject  were 
Levi  and  Betsey  (Francis)  Atwood,  natives  of 
Rockingham  County,  N.  H.,  the  f.ather  having  been 
born  in  the  town  of  Hampstead.  They  were  mar- 
ried in  their  native  State.  Jjcvi  Atwood  was  a 
Baptist  minister,  and  like  all  pioneer  preachers 
hard-working  and  self-denying.  After  a  residence 
in  several  New  Hampshire  towns  he  finally  settled 
at  Nashua,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of  ninety-three 
years.  The  parental  family  consisted  of  nine  chil- 
dren, four  of  whom  are  now  living. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  was  the  third 
child  of  his  parents,  and  was  born  April  24,  1810, 
at  Tiiornton  Gore,  Grafton  Co.,  N.  II.  He  had  but 
a  limited  education  in  his  boyhood,  but  at  the  age 
of  sixteen   began  the  study  of  medicine  with  Dr. 
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Synimes  Sawj-er,  of  Grafton  Count}-.  At  the  age 
of  nineteen  he  began  life  for  himself  in  a  small  way 
and  slowly  improved  his  financial  condition.  The 
Atwood  medicines  were,  previous  to  the  year  1855, 
manufactured  at  Georgetown,  Mass.,  and  during 
the  last  three  years  of  their  manufacture  there, 
their  sale  amounted  tj  over  $20,000  per  annum. 
In  June,  1855,  the  Doctor  came  West  to  attend  to 
some  business  affairs  not  connected  with  his  pro- 
l)rietary  medicines  and  settled  in  Iowa,  where  his 
remedies  are  now  manufactured.  Dr.  Atwood  sub- 
sequently removed  to  this  State,  and  is  now  livino- 
on  section  8.  Independence  Township,  Washington 
County,  where  he  owns  forty  acres  of  land. 

May  28,  1833,  Dr.  Atwood  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  his  cousin  ]\Iary,  daughter  of  Ezra  At- 
wood. .She  died  Sept.  ■_'5,  1881.  A  few  years  later 
the  Doctor  look  to  himself  a  second  wife  in  the 
person  of  Mrs.  Lydia  Knepper.  The  ceremony 
which  united  them  took  place  Nov.  25,  1884.  By 
his  first  marriage  Dr.  Atwood  became  the  father  of 
eight  children,  five  of  whom  are  now  living,  but 
all  have  left  the  parental  fireside. 

Dr.  Atwood  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
coiial  Church,  as  is  also  his  wife.  While  a  resident 
of  New  Sharon,  Iowa,  he  was  for  twelve  years  a 
member  of  the  official  board  of  the  church,  and 
active  in  the  duties  connected  therewith.  Now  at 
the  age  of  seventy-nine  3'ears  he  is  retired  from  the 
active  practice  in  which  he  has  been  engaged  for 
threescore  years.  He  is  a  devout  Christian  and 
has  been  more  anxious  to  do  good  in  his  day  and 
generation  than  to  accumulate  a  large  amount  of 
this  world's  goods. 

ITL^ON.  JOHNSON  THOMPSON.  Among 
ifj^j  the  many  attractive  rural  homes  of  Wash- 
iky^  ington  County,  that  of  the  above  named 
l^^  gentleman  is  by  no  means  least  so.  It  is 
located  on  section  30,  Farmington  Township,  and 
comprises  160  acres  of  fertile  land,  the  great  beaut}- 
of  the  place  consisting  not  so  much  in  the  high 
state  of  cultivation  to  which  the  ground  has  been 
brought,  as  in  the  improvements  which  have  been 


madeupon  the  land.  The  residence  .-md  otiier 
buildings  are  well-built  and  commodious,  and  are 
represented  on  another  page  of  this  volume  by  a 
line  lithographic  engraving.  Numerous  shade  and 
fruit  trees  embellish  the  ground,  and  an  acre  of 
land  is  devoted  to  a  vineyard,  which  yields  its 
owner  good  returns  for  the  time  and  labor  expended 
upon  it  and  at  the  same  time  forms  a  very  import- 
ant feature  in  the  landscape. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  James  and  Jane 
(Burwell)  Thompson,  the  formc-r  horn  in  Mus- 
kingum County,  Ohio,  May  1.5.  181(i.  aixl  the 
latter  in  New  Jersey,  July  5,  1813.  They  first 
settled  near  Zauesville,  Ohio,  and  in  1844  changed 
their  residence  to  Mahaska  County,  Iowa,  subse- 
quently removing  to  Clark  County.  The  father 
died  in  Leon,  Iowa,  March  30,  1869,  and  afterward 
the  widow  came  to  Kansas,  where  she  died  at  the 
home  of  our  subject  Oct.  30,  1884. 

The  parental  family  consisted  of  ten  children,  of 
whom  our  subject  was  the  second,  and  was  born  on 
the  Thompson  homestead  near  Zanesville,  Ohio, 
where  his  father  also  first  saw  the  light,  and  where 
his  grandfather  had  settled  in  1804.  arriving  from 
Pennsylvania.  The  natal  day  of  our  subject  was 
Oct.  26,  1835,  and  when  about  nine  years  of  age  he 
accompanied  his  parents  to  Iowa.  His  youth  was 
passed  in  Mahaska  County,  and  later  he  went  with 
the  other  members  of  the  family  to  Clark  County, 
Iowa,  leaving  there  two  }-ears  afterward  to  locate 
in  Dakota  County,  Neb.  In  that  county  and  vi- 
cinity he  remained  until  1  861,  when  returning  to 
his  home  after  an  absence  of  four  years,  he  became 
his  father's  assistant  for  a  few  months.  In  the 
spring  of  1862  he  emigrated  to  Oregon,  and  at  first 
engaged  in  teaming  and  trading.  In  the  summer 
of  1865  he  secured  some  land  under  the  Homestead 
Act,  and  made  it  his  home  until  1872.  He  then 
traded  his  Oregon  farm  for  the  one  which  he  now 
owns  in  Farmington,  and  since  the  winter  of  that 
}-ear  has  been  a  resident  of  Washington  County. 

In  Walla  Walla,  State  of  Washington,  Nov.  18, 
1872,  Mr.  Thompson  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Zerelda  J.  Rankin.  This  estimable  ladj-  was 
born  in  Marion  County,  Iowa,  Oct.  31,  1843.  Her 
father,  John  L.  Rankin,  was  a  native  of  North 
Carolina  and  her  mother,  Sarah  (Poulson)  Rankin, 
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a  native  of  Indiana.  Tiiey  are  now  residents  of 
Eugene  City,  Ore.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thompson 
were  born  seven  cliildren:  Walter  E.,  Frankie  W., 
Carrie  R.,  George  H.,  Gracie,  John  B.  and  Pearley. 
Frankie  died  June  11,  1878,  when  nearly  three 
vears  old.  Mrs.  Thompson  departed  this  life  July 
21,  1887,  and  her  death  was  deeply  deplored  by  all 
who  knew  her. 

Mr.  Thompson  is  a  believer  in  and  supporter  of 
the  principles  of  the  Republican  party.  He  was 
elected  Representative  of  I'matilla  County,  Ore., 
to  the  Legislature  in  1870,  and  served  two  years  to 
the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  people.  At  the  time 
he  was  representing  that  county  it  was  very  large 
and  he  was  effective  in  securing  the  consideration 
and  passage  of  some  important  bills,  and  in  other 
ways  aided  his  district.  He  is  a  man  of  more  than 
ordinary  intelligence,  genial  manners,  irreproach- 
able character,  and  is  very  justly  held  in  high  es 
teem  by  those  who  know  him. 


eALVIN  M.  DYCHE.  Few  men  in  Riley 
County  are  more  widely  or  favorably  known 
than  the  subject  of  this  notice  wlio  has 
opened  up  one  of  the  finest  farms  in  Ogden  Town- 
ship, and  in  connection  with  this  operates  a  slaughter 
house  in  which  he  has  recently  placed. expensive 
machinery  for  making  tallow  and  lard. 

His  enterprise  and  industry  are  proverbial  and 
he  has  been  no  unimportant  factor  in  promoting 
the  business  and  agricultural  interests  of  this  part 
of  the  county.  His  well-improved  farm  of  1800 
acres  lies  on  section  12.  and  invariably  attracts  the 
attention  of  the  passing  traveler  as  one  of  the  finest 
monuments  which  could  be  erected  to  the  diligence 
and  perseverance  of  its  proprietor. 

In  reverting  to  the  family  history  of  Mv.  Dyche, 
we  find  that  his  father,  Edwin  C.  Dyche,  was  a  native 
of  Greene  County,  Tenn.,  and  a  prominent  farmer 
and  stock  man.  He  married  Miss  Harriet  W.  Wil- 
son, likewise  a  native  of  that  State,  which  they  left 
and  removed  to  Missouri  at  an  early  day,  settling  in 
the  vicinity  of  Independence.  At  that  time  the 
Mormons  were  quite  numerous  in  that  region  and 


Moses  and  Thomas  Wilson,  the  brothers  of  Mrs. 
Dyche  figured  prominently  in  driving  them  out  of 
the  country,  Moses  being  commissioned  captain  of 
a  company  raised  for  this  purpose. 

To  the  parents  of  our  subject  tliere  was  born  a 
family  of  nine  children,  five  of  whom  are  living. 
One  son,  George,  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Pea 
Ridge  where  he  stood  as  a  sjiectator.  The  mother 
passed  away  in  1872  ;  the  father  is  still  living, 
making  his  liome  with  his  son,  Calvin  M.  and  is 
seventy-six  years  old.  The  latter  was  the  second 
born  and  first  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  at  Inde- 
pendence, Mo.,  Oct.  26,  1836.  His  early  advan- 
tages were  very  limited  and  at  one  time  when  attend- 
ing school,  he  had  for  his  mates  the  famous  Dick 
Younger,  Dick  Yeager  and  the  Vaughan  boys. 
Edwin  Dyclic  and  Thomas  Pope  put  up  the  first 
sawmill  in  Kansas  Citj-. 

Calvin  M.  Dyche  commenced  his  business  career 
at  the  age  of  thirteen  years,  freighting  between 
Uniontown  and  Kansas  City  in  1848-49.  In  1852 
he  drove  six  yoke  of  oxen  through  to  Santa  Fe, 
New  Mexico,  and  was  upon  the  site  of  Ft.  Union 
before  the  timbers  were  cut  to  construct  tlie  fort. 
In  1855  he  broke  320  .acres  of  land  for  Alex  Ma- 
jors in  Jackson  County,  Mo.  In  the  fall  of  that 
year  he  came  to  Kansas  Territory,  during  the  sea- 
son of  the  cholera  epidemic  and  when  occurred  the 
death  of  Maj.  Ogden  from  this  dread  disease.  That 
season  eighty  men  died  with  cholera  at  Ft.  Rilej-. 
Young  Dyche  drove  a  team  for  Messrs.  Majors  and 
Russell,  making  hay  for  the  Government. 

During  that  season  likewise,  among  many  other 
stirring  incidents.  Pawnee  City  was  destro3'ed  at 
the  command  of  Jefferson  Davis,  who  was  then 
Secretary  of  War,  and  the  Kaw  Indians  were  en- 
camped in  the  vicinity  of  Ogden.  In  the  spring  of 
1856  Mr.  Dyche  started  in  business  for  himself 
with  a  capital  of  $70,  securing  land,  putting  up  a 
log  cabin  and  breaking  prairie.  The  next  impor- 
tant event  in  his  life  was  his  marriage  in  Decem- 
ber, 1856  witli  Miss  Bridget  A.  O'Malley.  This 
lady  was  the  sister  of  Dan  and  Pat  O'Malley  who 
were  among  the  earliest  settlers  of  this  region. 

Upon  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War  Mr.  Dyche 
began  freighting  on  his  own  account.  He  hauled 
lumber  to  Ft.  Larned  for  the  building  of  a  sutler's 
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store  for  Theodore  Weichselbaum  ;  and  grain  to 
Ft.  L^^on.  He  continued  freighting  to  Dodge  and 
Ft.  Larned  until  18G4.  During  that  year  he  put 
up  600  tons  of  hay  at  Zara,  thirty-five  miles  east 
of  Ft.  Larned  for  123  per  ton.  In  1865  he  filled 
a  contract  for  5,000  tons  of  hay  for  the  Govern- 
ment. 

When  in  camp  his  outfit  cost  him  $550  per  day. 
He  delivered  over  sixty  tons  of  hay  per  day  at  the 
price  above  mentioned.  There  were  about  seventy- 
five  men  in  his  party  who  finally  "struck"  and 
Mr.  D3'che  quelled  the  rebellion  alone,  by  discharg- 
ing tlie  leaders. 

In  1865  Mr.  Dyche  set  out  on  horseback  with  a 
companion,  William  Ashton,  now  of  Wild  Cat 
Township,  from  the  Colorado  line  to  Zara  Town- 
ship, about  240  miles  through  a  hostile  Indian 
country  for  the  purpose  of  settling  for  his  hay. 
His  companion's  mule  gave  out  and  Mr.  Dyche 
traveled  alone  thereafter  for  eighty  miles,  going 
two  nights  and  a  day  with  only  one  hour's  rest.  In 
1866  he  lost  107  head  of  cattle  whicli  had  cost  him 
$82.50  per  head  from.  Texas  fever.  In  1867  he 
took  a  contract  from  the  Government  to  furnish 
1000  cords  of  wood  for  Ft.  Larned  at  $16  per  cord. 
He  and  his  men  were  frequently  troubled  b}^  Indians 
and  during  a  skirmish  one  man  was  killed  and  an- 
other wounded.  At  the  close  of  liis  contract  he 
had  gotten  out  1,000  cords  of  wood. 

In  1868  Mr.  Dyche  sub-contracted  for  wood  at 
Ft.  Dodge  ;  he  also  furnished  the  government  with 
hay  and  1,000  busliels  of  lime  at  $1.50  per  bushel. 
He  built  the  sutler's  store  at  Ft.  Dodge,  that  year, 
and  then  contracted  to  haul  freiglit  for  the  Govern- 
ment, working  thirt}^  days  with  men  and  wagons, 
utilizing  twelve  teams  and  receiving  therefor 
$120  per  day  and  rations  for  the  men  between  Ft's. 
Dodge  and  Hayes.  After  completing  this  contract 
he  sold  his  outfit  for  $7,000  and  returned  home, 
making  sixteen  years  in  the  business.  He  made 
only  one  trip  thereafter  to  the  farther  West,  in 
1870.     He  has  now  the  beef  contract  for  Ft.  Riley. 

During  the  years  of  1859-60  Mr.  Dyche  furnished 
the  first  dressed  beef  to  Ft.  Riley.  He  also  filled 
the  first  beef  contract  at  Ft's.  Wallace  and  liases. 
In  1873  he  handled  $98,000  worth  of  beef,  furnish- 
ing Ft's.  Riley,  Haj'es,  Wallace,  Larned,  Dodge  and 


Camp  Supply.  That  year  he  lost  100  head  of  cattle 
with  Texas  fever  which  had  cost  him  $40  per  head. 
He  put  up  his  present  residence  during  1866-67  at 
a  cost  of  $10,000.  It  is  an  elegant  stone  structure 
and  the  finest  liouse  in  Riley  County  outside  of  the 
cities.  He  is  the  owner  of  1800  acres  of  land,  a 
tliird  of  whicii  is  under  good  cultivation.  During 
the  season  of  1889  he  let  out  the  cropping  by  con- 
tract. He  keeps  350  head  of  cattle  and  thirty-five 
head  of  horses. 

As  may  be  supposed,  a  level  head  is  required  to 
manage  these  various  interests  successfully,  but  Mr. 
Dyche  has  proved  himself  equal  to  the  emergency. 
Liberal  and  public  spirited,  he  has  always  been 
warmly  interested  in  promoting  the  interests  of  his 
adopted  county  and  has  been  very  prominent  in 
local  and  political  affairs.  He  votes  the  straight 
Democratic  ticket  and  was  appointed  first  Sheriff 
of  Riley  County  by  Gov.  Geary.  He  served 
as  County  Commissioner  three  3'ears  and  has  been 
Trustee  of  his  township  several  terms.  He  and  his 
family  belong  to  the  Catholic  Churcli  in  wliich  Mr. 
Dyche  has  held  the  office  of  of  Treasurer  twelve 
years. 

The  subject  of  this  sketcli  is  the  father  of  eight 
children.  The  eldest  daughter,  Martha  W.,  is  the 
wife  of  W.  Leonard  R.  Dixon.  They  live  in  Texas 
and  have  three  children.  Mary  married  Thomas 
Shumate  and  thej^  live  in  Junction  City,  Kan.;  Ed- 
ward C.  makes  his  home  in  Junction  City ;  Catherine 
is  the  wife  of  Thomas  Jacox  ;  they  live  in  Texas  and 
have  three  children.  Calvin  M.,  Jr.,  married  in 
Texas  ;  Daniel,  Jolin  and  George  remain  witli  their 
parents. 


J~)OSEPH  F.  DAGUE.  Kansas  was  admitted 
!  into  the  Union  as  a  State  in  1861,  and  five 
j  years  later  Mr.  Dague  established  himself 
'  within  its  borders.  He  located  in  Brantford 
Township,  Washington  County,  in  1873,  of  which 
he  has  since  been  a  resident.  He  has  had  a  full 
experience  of  life  on  the  frontier,  anil  is  a  self-made 
man,  having  been  thrown  upon  his  own  resources 
early  In  life  and  working  his  way  up  to  a  compet- 
ence.    Upon  first  coming  to  Kansas  he  settled  near 
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Valle3'  Falls,  Jefferson  County,  where  he  was  em- 
ployed as  a  farm  laborer  five  years  and  during  that 
time  accumulated  the  little  capital  required  to  con- 
stitute himself  a  homesteader. 

Mr.  Dague  was  born  in  Putnam  County,  Ohio, 
Dec.  21,  1846,  and  is  consequently  in  the  prime  of 
life.  He  was  bred  to  farming  pursuits  from  his 
boyhood.  After  coming  to  Kansas  he  was  mar- 
ried in  Jefferson  County,  Feb.  11,  1873,  to  Miss 
Alice,  daughter  of  Reuben  Benedict,  and  that  same 
year  the  young  couple  settled  in  Washington 
County,  on  their  farm  of  160  acres,  which  they 
constructed  into  a  comfortable  homestead  and 
where  they  still  live.  Mr.  Dague  commenced  oper- 
ations with  a  team  of  not  very  valuable  horses  and 
four  cows.  He  had  no  money  and  was  obliged  to 
labor  and  wait  for  returns  from  his  land,  enduring 
many  hardships  and  privations  before  obtaining  a 
foothold  financially.  Those  days,  however,  have 
long  passed  away  and  he  is  now  surrounded  by  all 
the  comforts  of  life.  To  him  and  his  estimable 
wife  there,  have  been  born  seven  children,  viz: 
Mary  E.,  Theodore  B.,  Arthur  A.,  Alice  E., 
Chai-les  L.,  Laura  D.,  Leo  A.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Dague  are  members  in  good  standing  of  the 
Dunkard  Church,  and  in  polities  our  subject  is  a 
stanch  Republican,  but  believes  in  prohibition. 

Henry  Dague,  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this 
notice,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  and  was  of  Ger- 
man descent.  He  learned  the  miller's  trade  and  in 
early  life  emigrated  to  Ohio,  where  he  owned  and 
operated  various  mills  and  worked  at  cabinet-mak- 
ing which  he  had  also  learned  in  his  youth.  He 
came  to  Kansas  in  1866,  the  same  year  as  his  son, 
settling  likewise  in  Jefferson  County.  Eight  years 
later  he  removed  to  Phillips  County,  where  he 
sojourned  until  1888,  then  took  up  his  line  of 
march  further  westward  to  AVashington,  where  he 
still  sojourns.  His  first  wife,  the  mother  of  our 
subject,  was  in  her  girlhood  Miss  Sarah,  daughter 
of  Joseph  Harsh,  who  was  of  Welsh  ancestry  and 
died  in  Ohio.  She  passed  away  in  middle  life  and 
the  elder  Dague  was  a  second  time  married.  Mrs. 
Sarah  (Harsh)  Dague  became  the  mother  of  seven 
children,  three  of  whom  died  young.  The  surviv- 
ors were:  Fredei'ick  IL.  Catherine,  Caroline  and 
,I<)sei)h,  but  Caroline  and    Catherine  are  since  de- 


ceased. In  addition  to  general  farming  and  fruit- 
raising,  Mr.  Dague  keeps  a  goodl}'  assortment  of 
live  stock  and  has  all  the  conveniences  for  prose- 
cuting agriculture  in  a  profitable  manner.  His 
buildings  are  neat  and  substantial  and  everything 
about  the  premises  indicates  the  enterprise  of  the 
proprietor.  On  another  page  will  be  found  a  fine 
view  of  the  home  place. 

^  AMES  A.  WHITE.  In  driving  about  Clay 
||  County,  a  well  kept  farm  located  on  section 
.,  29,  Blaine  Township,  would  at  once  be  noted 
(j^^  and  would  impress  the  observer  as  the  home 
of  a  man  of  energy,  good  taste  and  judgment.  The 
160  acres  which  comprise  it'  are  not  only  carefullj' 
tilled  and  bear  such  improvements  as  are  usually 
made  by  a  progressive  farmer,  but  numerous  trees 
have  been  planted  around  it  and  five  acres  are  de- 
voted to  the  culture  of  fruits  of  various  kinds.  All 
this  beauty  and  productiveness  has  been  accom- 
plished by  the  efforts  of  the  gentleman  whose  name 
heads  this  sketch,  since  the  year  1 872,  at  which  date 
he  became  the  owner  of  the  property,  or,  more 
properly  speaking  filed  a  claim  for  the  same  under 
the  Homestead  Act. 

Mr.  White  is  a  native  of  Georgetown,  D.  C, 
where  his  eyes  opened  to  the  light  April  2.3,  1839. 
The  paternal  ancestry  is  of  old  and  honored  Vir- 
ginia stock  and  of  English  descent,  Robert  White, 
the  father  of  our  subject  having  been  born  in 
Loudoun  County,  in  the  Old  Dominion.  His 
mother,  Ann  Eliza  Hardy,  was  also  of  English  de- 
scent and  was  born  either  in  Virginia  or  Maryland. 
She  departed  this  life  when  her  son,  of  whom  we 
write,  was  a  babe  of  some  two  years,  but  the  fa- 
ther subsequentlj'  marrying  again,  the  child  was 
reared  under  the  paternal  roof  until  he  had  at- 
tained almost  to  his  majority. 

In  earlier  3'ears  Mr.  White  attended  the  select 
schools,  the  educational  facilities  of  that  time  be- 
ing mostlj'  secured  by  subscription.  He  also  at- 
tended a  private  academy  in  his  native  city,  and 
from  these  sources  obtained  a  very  good  education. 
After  reaching  his   majority,  Mr.   White  went  to 
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Mansfleld  Ohio,  where,  on  Jan.  2,  1862,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  witli  Miss  Sarah  E.  Pearson. 
Shortly  after  that  event  he  located  in  Fairmont, 
W.  Ya.,  where  he  followed  the  jewelrj^  business  for 
a  number  of  }-ears,  being  a  practical  workman  at 
tliat  trade.  From  that  place  he  removed  to  this 
county  at  the  date  before  mentioned  and  set  about 
improving  the  raw  land  which  he  had  obtained 
from  Uncle  Sara.  In  connection  with  the  work  of 
a  farmer,  for  several  years  he  carried  on  the  jewehy 
Inisiness  at  Clay  Center,  the  family  meanwhile 
living  in  the  country  and  Mr.  AVhite  driving  to 
town  and  back,  mornings  and  evenings. 

The  worthy  wife  of  Mr.  White  is  a  native  of 
the  same  city  as  himself,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
Henry  and  Asenath  Pearson;  both  of  whom  were 
born  in  the  Old  Dominion.  She  has  borne  her  hus- 
band ten  children  :  William  R.  is  engaged  in 
teaching  in  the  public  schools;  Alice  V.  is  similarly 
employed  at  Claj-  Center;  Mary  C.  teaches  at  Wake- 
field. Kan.;  Ella  is  also  engaged  in  pedagogical 
labors  in  this  county;  James  A.,  Clara  L.,  Charles 
deceased,  Everard  C,  Lottie  L.,  and  Charles  T., 
complete  the  list. 

Mr.  White  is  a  Prohibitionist  in  polities.  He 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church  at  Clay  Center,  and  Mr.  White  has 
officiated  as  chorister  for  many  years.  'Both  are 
popular  members  of  society,  active  in  good  works, 
and  interested  in  everything  which  pertains  to  the 
iaiiirovement  and  right  enjoyment  of  their  fellow- 
citizens,  bv  whom  tliey  are  highly  respected. 


ARTIN  SCIIROPP.  The  enterprising 
German  citizen  is  to  be  found  all  over  the 
West,  as  in  other  parts  of  tiie  I'nited 
States,  pushing  his  wa}'  ahead  and  being 
almost  uniformly  industrious  and  well-to-do.  The 
s\iliject  of  this  biography,  a  true  child  of  the  Fath- 
erland, and  one  who  has  built  up  a  good  farm  in 
Charleston  Township,  on  section  23,  settled  here  in 
1H78.  He  was  Ijoru  in  tlie  Kingdom  of  Ba\aria. 
Jan.  8,  1846,  and  is  the  son  of  J^eonard  and    Mary 
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Schropp,  wlio  came  to  the  United  States  in  1854. 
The  family  took  up  their  abode  on  a  farm  in  West- 
moreland County,  Pa.,  but  a  year  later  crossed  the 
Mississippi  and  settled  in  Burlington,  Iowa.  In 
1809  they  returned  as  far  East  as  Ford  County, 
111.,  and  thence,  in  1878,  came  to  this  State. 

In  the  meantime  the  mother  of  our  suliject  had 
died  at  West  Point,  Iowa,  about  1863.  The  fatiier 
subsequently  accompanied  his  son,  Martin,  to  liiis 
county  and  died  in  1885.  The  parental  houseliold 
consisted  of  ten  children,  eight  of  whom  were  born 
in  Bavaria  and  two  in  America.  Six  of  these 
lived  to  mature  years.  Martin  was  the  eldest 
child.  Janet  is  the  wife  of  John  Helman,and  they 
are  living  in  Franklin  Township,  this  county  ; 
Leonard  died  in  Hanover,  Kan.,  June  8,  1884,  at 
the  age  of  thirty-flve  years  ;  Alice  is  the  wife  of 
Henry  Helman,  of  Hanover  ;  Thomas  is  a  resident 
of  California  ;  William  lives  in  Hanover. 

Mr.  Schropp  upon  coming  to  Kansas  purchased 
320  acres  of  land  in  Charleston  Township,  of  wliich 
he  has  since  been  a  resident,  and  continuously  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits.  In  due  time  he 
sold  160  acres  and  has  now  a  quarter  section  which 
he  has  brought  to  a  good  state  of  cultivation,  and 
upon  which  he  has  effected  fair  improvements.  He 
makes  a  specialty  of  stock-raising  and  is  meeting  with 
success.  He  was  married  in  1879  to  Miss  Dana 
Daniel,  who  was  born  in  Lee  Count3',  Iowa,  Ma}- 
15,  1859.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  Scliropp  were 
PJiilip  and  Catherine  Daniel,  who  were  born  in 
Westphalia,  Prussia,  and  are  now  residents  of  Col- 
orado. To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schropp  there  have  been 
boru  two  children  ;  Katie  and  Gertie. 

Upon  becoming  a  voting  citizen,  Mr.  Schropj) 
indentified  himself  with  the  Democratic  party  and 
takes  a  genuine  interest  in  local  affairs.  He  has  been 
Township  Treasurer  for  a  period  of  four  years  and 
is  at  present  Justice  of  the  Peace.  He  was  care- 
fully reared  in  the  doctrinesof  the  German  Catliolic 
Church,  and  remains  loyal  to  his  early  teach- 
ings. Most  of  the  labor  which  has  been  performed 
upon  his  land  has  been  the  work  of  his  own  hands, 
as  when  coming  into  his  possession  it  was  in  a  com- 
paratively wild  state,  having  been  only  sligiitlj' 
cultivated  and  having  verj-  few  improvements.  He 
is  one  of  tlic  leaders  ammig  the  well-tD-do  (icnnau 
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citizens  of  Charleston  Township,  and  a  man  who  is 
universally  held  in  high  esteem. 

The  reader  will  be  ple.ased  to  notice  elsewhere  in 
this  volume  a  lithographic  view  of  Mr.  Schropp's 
neat  and  commodious  residence,  also  of  the  farm 
buildings  that  surround  it  and  add  to  the  conveni- 
ence of  the  estate. 

^M  DELBERT  MUNZ,  tlie  owner  of  320  .acres 
(MOI    of  land  on  section  32,  Ogden  Township,  is 
JTlfi    a   fine   illustration   of   the  self-made  m.-vn 
^f  who  began  in  life  at  the  foot  of  the  ladder, 

and  has  worked  his  way  up  to  a  good  position 
financially,  and  also  in  the  politics  of  his  adopted 
county.  For  the  past  fifteen  years  he  has  been  a 
standing  delegate  to  the  Republican  conventions  at 
Manhattan,  and  has  served  as  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace  for  a  period  of  ten  years.  He  was  also  a 
Police  Judge  in  Ogden  two  years,  and  has  served 
several  times  as  a  juryman  in  the  United  States 
Circuit  Court  at  Leavenworth  and  Topeka.  He  is 
a  man  who  does  his  own  thinking,  is  quiet  and 
reserved,  and  commands  the  respect  of  his  fellow- 
citizens. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  a  native  of  the  King- 
dom of  Bavaria,  was  born  April  1,  1828,  and  re- 
ceived a  good  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  place.  He  was  variously  employed  after 
leaving  school  until  reaching  his  majority,  and  then 
decided  upon  emigrating  to  America.  After  his 
arrival  in  this  country  he  located  in  Hamilton 
County,  Ohio,  and  for  fourteen  years  thereafter 
was  engaged  as  a  general  merchant  in  Cincinnati. 
He  finally  resolved  to  seek  the  AVest,  and  in  1858 
we  find  him  in  Kansas  Territory,  and  shortly  after- 
ward he  established  himself  as  a  general  merchant 
at  Ogden,  where  he  carried  on  a  successful  busi- 
ness fifteen  years.  At  the  expiration  of  this  time 
lie  secured  a  portion  of  the  land  which  he  now 
owns  and  occupies,  and  where  he  ha.s  opened  up 
one  of  the  best  farms  in  this  region.  He  has  the 
present  year  (1889)  thirty-five  head  of  cattle  and 
a  goodly  number  of  horses  and  swine. 

Mr.  Mun/.  was  married  in  18G1  to  Miss  Augusta, 


daughter  of  Ernest  and  Wilbelmina  Haacke,  who 
were  natives  of  Prussia  and  who  spent  their  last 
ye.ars  in  Kansas.  Of  this  union  there  were  born 
two  children — Norman  and  Ida.  The  first-men- 
tioned is  a  very  bright  and  promising  young 
man,  and  one  of  the  chief  operators  in  the  office 
of  the  Western  Union  Telegraph  Company,  at 
Chicago,  III.  I'he  daughter,  Ida,  has  charge  of 
the  domestic  affairs  at  the  homestead,  and  is  a  most 
estimable  young  lad}',  performing  her  household 
duties  with  care  and  fidelity,  and  forms  a  spoke  in 
the  wheel  which  the  family  could  scarcely  dispense 
with. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  Gotthard  Munz,  a 
native  and  merchant  of  Bavaria,  and  who  married 
a  maiden  of  his  own  province,  Miss  Tecia  Wiest. 
They  spent  their  entire  lives  in  their  native  king- 
dom, the  father  dying  in  1838,  and  the  mother  in 
1850.  They  were  the  parents  of  eight^children,  of 
whom  our  sul)ject  is  the  only  one  living. 

-' #-#^- ^ 


1fL_^ERMAN  HALVORSON  has  been  a  resident 
'fTjl  of  Clay  County  for  a  score  of  years.  His 
■h^  beautiful  and  fertile  farm  is  located  on 
((^  section  12,  Mulberry  Township,  and  com- 
prises 248  acres,  most  of  which  is  improved.  His 
original  possessions  here  were  160  acres  which  he 
entered  under  the  Homestead  Act  in  1869.  The 
estate  is  favorably  situated  in  the  first  bottom  of 
the  Republican  River  Valley,  and  has  been  re- 
claimed from  its  primitive  condition  to  one  of  high 
cultivation,  by  Mr.  Halvorson.  The  houses,  barns, 
etc.,  with  which  the  estate  is  well  supplied,  were 
built  by  the  owner's  own  hands,  and  are  a  credit  to 
his  mechanical  ability. 

Mr.  Halvorson  is  a  descendant  of  a  good  old 
Norwegian  family.  His  parents  lived  on  a  farm  in 
Central  Norway,  some  seventy  miles  from  its  capi- 
tal, and  there  he  was  born  Nov.  17,  1843.  His 
parents  lived  and  died  in  their  native  country', 
where  the  son  remained  until  after  reaching  man's 
estate.  He  had  learned  the  trade  of  a  blacksmith, 
and  after  his  apprenticeship  followed  that  occu- 
pation for  a  number  of   years. 
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Having  in  earl3'  manhood  determined  to  find  a 
home  in  the  New  World,  Mr.  Halvorson  sailed 
from  the  port  of  Christiania,  Aug.  22,  1866.  After 
an  uneventful  voj'age  of  two  weeks,  landing  was 
made  at  New  York  City,  whence  he  went  directly 
to  Missouri.  After  a  short  sojourn  in  that  State 
he  went  to  Chicago,  111.,  where  he  remained  about 
two  years,  working  at  his  trade.  From  the  metrop- 
olis of  the  Great  Lakes,  he  came  to  this  State  in 
1869,  entering  the  homestead  as  above  stated.  He 
has  since  added  188  acres  to  the  original  estate,  and 
made  of  the  place  what  it  is  to-day,  a  beautiful  and 
|)roductive  farm.  Since  becoming  a  resident  of 
Kansas,  Mr.  Halvorson  has  devoted  his  attention  to 
general  farming. 

While  in  Chicago,  111.,  Mr.  Halvorson  celebrated 
his  marriage  to  Miss  Helena  Hanson.  The  bride 
was  born  in  Norway  Oct.  7,  183,",  and  when  about 
thirty  years  of  age  came  to  the  United  States  with 
some  friends.  She  at  once  located  in  Chicago, 
where  she  lived  until  after  her  marriage.  Slie  is  a 
notable  liousewife,  and  a  lady  of  true  worth  of 
character.  She  has  borne  her  husband  seven  chil- 
dren, one  son,  Herman,  having  died  in  his  infancy. 
A  son,  Benjamin,  is  now  living  in  Colorado.  He 
is  of  age  and  still  single.  The  rest  of  the  family 
circle  are  still  at  home.  They  are  named  respectively, 
Henry,  Clara,  Hulda,  Lizzie  and  Nettie. 

In  politics  Mr.  Halvorson  is  a  Republican.  Like 
most  of  his  countrymen,  he  is  an  excellent  citizen, 
and  a  man  of  steady  habits  and  fine  principles. 


,  EV.  GEORGP:  WASHINGTON  SUTTON. 

f(       M.  U.,  who  at  times  officiates  as  a  minister 


the  Methodist  Protestant  Church,  is  also 
physician  and  surgeon  of  rare  attain- 
ments, and  has  for  the  last  twenty  years  enjoyed 
an  extensive  and  lucrative  practice  among  the  lead- 
ing people  of  Haddam  and  vicinity.  As  a  man,  he 
is  enterprising  and  public-spirited,  and  has  wielded 
a  marked  influence  in  connection  with  the  growth 
and  prosperity  of  Washington  County.  He  is 
wholly  a  Western  man,  having  been  born  in  Van 
Buren  County,  Iowa,  near  the  town   of  Birming- 


ham, the  date  of  his  birth  being  June  16,  1836. 
When  a  la<l  of  nine  years  his  father  died,  and  he 
was  soon  afterward  thrown  mostly  upon  his  own 
resources.  At  an  earl}'  age  he  evinced  a  desire  for 
the  study  of  medicine,  and  commenced  this  when  a 
lad  of  fifteen,  in  the  office  of  Dr.  Holliday,  with 
whom  he  continued  until  eighteen  years  old,  and 
then  began  practicing  with  his  tutor. 

At  the  age  of  twenty,  Dr.  Sutton  went  to  Warren 
County,  111.,  and  studied  in  the  offices  of  different 
ph^'sicians,  his  favorite  system  being  the  eclectic. 
Later  he  removed  to  Bushnell,  111.,  and  in  185) 
went  to  Chicago  for  the  purpose  of  further  pursu- 
ing his  studies.  While  there  he  suffered  a  severe 
attack  of  illness,  and  upon  his  recovery,  becoming 
greatly  interested  in  religious  work  as  carried  on 
under  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church,  received, 
in  1857,  a  license  as  an  exhorter,  and  in  1860  was 
licensed  as  a  local  preacher.  He  began  his  itiner- 
ancy in  1869,  on  the  Ellison  circuit,  and  at  o'ne 
meeting  had  between  300  and  400  accessions  to  the 
church,  200  of  of  which  he  formed  into  one  cliiss. 
In  September,  1870,  he  was  ordained  an  Elder  at 
Morrison,  Whiteside  Co.,  III.  In  1870  he  came  to 
Kansas,  and  soon  after  was  employed  as  a  minister 
of  the  above-mentioned  church.  He  was  given 
charge  of  three  circuits  in  the  vicinity  of  Inde- 
pendence, Kan.,  and  did  a  vast  amount  of  work  in 
the  Master's  vineyard  for  the  following  nine  years. 

In  1874,  being  appointed  to  Haddam  Circuit, 
Dr.  Sutton  came  to  Washington  County,  Kan.,  and 
organized  seven  or  eight  classes,  of  which  he  was 
pastor  three  years,  and  in  the  meantime  increased 
his  flock  to  300  members.  In  1877  he  was  assigned 
to  a  charge  in  Butler  County,  then  returned  to 
Haddam,  after  which  the  Conference  was  divided, 
and  he  was  elected  President  of  the  North  K.ansas 
Conference,  and  was  located  in  Huron  one  j-ear. 
In  the  spring  of  1880  he  returned  to  Haddam  and 
re-organized  the  circuit,  of  which  he  was  pastor 
for  one  year  thereafter.  At  the  expiration  of  this 
time  he  turned  his  attention  more  particularly  to 
his  profession.  He  has  the  largest  and  most  com- 
plete medical  library  in  Northern  Kansas.  As  a 
pulpit  orator  he  was  a  pronounced  success. 

Dr.  Sutton  was  married  in  Warren  County,  III., 
July  14.  1859.  to  Miss  N.  J.  Janies,  who  was  bin.i 
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near  Rushville,  Schuyler  Co..  111.,  July  11,  1843. 
Of  this  union  there  have  been  born  nine  children, 
the  eldest  of  whom,  a  daughter,  Olive  M.,  is  the 
wife  of  S.  S.  Rose,  a  farmer  of  Haddam  Township; 
Effle  is  the  wife  of  Eli  Goeller,  a  farmer  and  stock- 
man of  Thayer  County,  Neb.;  Jennie  is  the  wife  of 
D.  Zaitnan,  a  dairyman  and  fruit-grower  of  Repub- 
lic County.  Kan.;  Mintie  is  the  wife  of  Jonas  Goel- 
lar,  a  farmer  living  in  the  vicinity  of  Jamestown, 
this  State;  May,  Orris  and  Elsie  are  at  home  with 
their  parents;  Orrin  M.  and  Loy  B.  are  deceased. 
The  children  have  all  been  given  the  advantages  of 
a  good  education,  and  occupy  a  leading  position  in 
the  social  circles  of  their  community. 

Politically,  Dr.  Sutton  is  a  sound  Republican, 
and  is  quite  prominent  in  his  party  in  this  section, 
representing  it  at  the  county  conventions  and 
otherwise  doing  good  service  in  connection  there- 
with.    Sociall3%  he  belongs  to  the  I.  O.  G.  T. 

James  J.  Sutton,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
a  native  of  North  Carolina,  and  the  son  of  Colby 
Sutton,  a  native  of  Scotland,  who,  upon  emigrating 
to  the  United  States,  located  first  in  North  Carolina, 
and  then  removed  to  Tennessee,  settling  near 
Knoxville.  He  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary War,  and  spent  his  last  days  in  Nashville. 
James  J.  fitted  himself  for  the  profession  of  law 
and'  located  in  Sangamon  County,  111.,  in  1827. 
Later  he  removed  to  Van  Buren  County,  Iowa, 
where  he  was  one  of  the  earliest  pioneers.  He  lo- 
cated in  Birmingham,  and  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  law,  in  whicli  he  became  eminent,  and  was  con- 
sidered one  of  the  leading  men  in  the  State.  He 
finally  resolved  upon  a  remov.al  to  Oregon,  and 
started  out  on  his  journey  thither,  but  on  reaching 
Ottuinwa,  Iowa,  changed  his  mind  and  purchased 
a  farm,  where  he  engaged  in  agriculture  and  re- 
sided until  his  de.ath,  about  1845.  There  likewise 
he  became  a  prominent  man,  and  politically  was  a 
leading  member  of  the  Democratic  part}'.  Relig- 
iously, he  was  a  Presbyterian. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  in  her  girlhood 
Miss  Louisa  JSIcMahill.  She  was  born  in  Green- 
brier County,  Va.,  and  was  the  daughter  of  John 
McMahill,  a  native  of  the  North  of  Ireland,  who 
upon  coming  to  America  settled  first  in  Virginia, 
and  later  removed  to  tlie   vicinity  of  Louisville, 


Ky.,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  and  stock-rais- 
ing. In  the  meantime  he  served  as  a  soldier  in  the 
War  of  1812.  Grandfather  McMahill  carried  a 
musket  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  also  was  on  duty 
in  the  Black  Hawk  War.  After  the  death  of  her 
husband  Mrs.  Sutton  returned  to  Illinois,  where 
she  lived  for  a  while,  and  then  repaired  to  the 
home  of  her  daughter,  in  Sweetwater,  Tex.,  where 
lier  death  took  place.  She  was  a  lady  of  many  es- 
timable qualities,  and  a  devoted  member  of  the 
Baptist  Church.     The  parental  family  consisted  of 

j  eight  children,  of  whom  Emilj',  tiie  eldest,  died 
when  thirty-two  years  old ;  Thomas  J.  is  a  prominent 
lawyer  of  Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  and  one  of  the  leading 
men  of  the  State;  Susan  is  deceased;  George  W.. 

j  our  subject,  was  the  fourth  child;  James  M.  is  de- 
ceased;  Delilah  is  a  resident  of  California;  Eliza- 
beth lives  in  Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  and  Sarah  is  de- 
ceased. Thomas  J.,  during  the  Indian  wars  on  the 
frontier,  was  captain  of  a  company. 

The  wifeof  our  subject  is  the  daughter  of  Daniel 
James,  a  native  of  Kentucky,  and  the  son  of 
Thomas  James,  who  was  born   in  Virginia.     The 

I  paternal  great-gi-andfather  was  a  native  of  England, 
and  at  an  early  date  crossed  the  Atlantic,  settling 
in  Kentucky.  He  engaged  in  the  War  of  1812, 
and  was  at  the  battle  of  New  Orleans.  In  later 
years  he  removed  to  AVarren  County,  111.,  where  he 
spent  his  last  days.  Daniel  James  prosecuted  farm- 
ing in  the  Prairie  State,  to  which  he  removed  with 
his  parents  when  a  boy.  In  1870,  crossing  the  Mis- 
sissippi, he  established  himself  on  a  farm  in  Mont- 
gomery County,  Kan.,  where  he  remained  a  number 
of  years,  until  retiring  from  active  labor.  He 
now  makes  his  home  with  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Sut- 
ton. He  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  a  member 
in  good  standing  of  the  Methodist  Protestant 
Church. 

Mrs.  Elizabetli  A.  (Taylor)  James,  the  mother  of 
Mrs.  Sutton,  was  born  in  Kentuck}',  and  died  in 
Bourbon  County,  Kan.,  in  1877.  Grandfather 
Taylor  served  in  the  AVar  of  1812.  The  James 
family  consisted  of  eleven  children,  the  four  eldest 
of  whom — Mary  A.,  William  J.,  George  T.  and 
IMartha  E. — are  deceased;  Nanc}'  J.,  Mrs.  Sutton, 
was  the  next  in  order  of  birth;  Silas  J.  died  in  in- 
fancy, also  Lucretia  C;   Walter  R.  is  a  resident  of 
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Butler  County,  Kan. ;  Susan  is  deceased;  Mildred  E. 
is  living  in  Butler  County,  and  Eliza  C.  is  in  La- 
clede County,  Mo.  George  T.,  during  the  Civil 
War,  enlisted  in  1861  in  the  28th  Iowa  Infantry, 
veteranized  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  enlist- 
ment, was  wounded  in  the  neck  and  died  in  the 
army,  three  months  after,  of  chronic  diarrluua,  in 
1863. 

An  excellent  portrait  of  Dr.  Sutton  is  presented 
elsewhere  in  the  Album,  and  will  be  highly  valued 
by  his  many  friends,  among  whom  he  has  minis- 
tered during  ail  tlie  years  of  his  residence  here, 
both  in  behalf  of  the  body  and  the  soul. 


■OHN  BUENTING,  a  resident  of  Hanover 
the  lost  seventeen  years,  is  one  of  the 
most  prominent  German-American  citizens, 
I'ontribuled  largely  toward  its 
growth  and  development.  He  established  himself 
at  this  point  in  August,  1872,  and  is  now  engaged 
in  a  profitable  real-estate,  loan  and  insurance  busi- 
ness at  the  corner  of  Washington  and  Fremont 
streets.  lie  possesses  ail  the  qualities  of  his 
substantial  German  ancestry,  being  honest,  indus- 
triou!<,  careful  in  his  expenditures,  meeting  his 
obligations  promptly,  and  living  in  all  respects  .is 
becomes  a  model  man  and  citizen. 

jSIr.  Buenting  was  born  in  the  Grand  Duchy  of 
Oldenburg,  Germany,  Feb.  14,  1844,  and  lived 
there  until  a  young  man  of  twenty-one  years.  He 
received  a  practical  education  in  the  German 
tongue,  and  developed  into  a  book-keeper  in  the 
employ  of  a  mercantile  house  in  Hamburg.  He, 
however,  was  more  than  ordinarily  ambitious,  and 
determined  to  seek  his  fortunes  on  the  other  side 
of  the  Atlantic.  In  the  meantime  his  father  had 
died,  and  he  set  out  alone  for  America,  in  1865, 
and  first  made  his  home  in  Indianapolis,  Ind.  He 
there  made  the  acquaintance  of  Miss  Christi.ine 
Schmidt,  to  whom  he  was  married  Nov.  1,  1866. 
In  1867,  leaving  Indiana,  they  proceeded  West- 
ward across  the  Mississijipi  to  St.  Joseph,  Mo., 
where  Mr.  Buenting  began  operating  as  an  insur- 
ance agent  and  was  also  a  book-keeper,  until  1872. 


That  year  he  came  to  Kansas,  settling  in  Hanover 
when  it  was  a  hamlet  of  seven  houses.  Two  years 
later  he  added  to  its  buildings  by  the  erection  of  a 
good  frame  house,  which  is  still  standing,  and  whidi 
was  then  one  of  the  most  solid  structures  of  the 
city.  Mr.  W.  A.  Gilson  was  also  putting  up  a 
residence  at  that  time,  and  these  two  were  the  first 
frame  houses  in  the  town  west  of  the  public  square. 

In  Hanover,  Mr.  Buenting  first  engaged  in  the 
lumber  and  hardware  business,  being  the  i)ioneer 
lumber  merchant  of  the  city.  He  thus  operated 
until  1875,  then  selling  out,  began  buying  grain, 
and  was  also  one  of  the  early  dealers  in  this  com- 
modity, patronizing  the  St.  Joseph  &  Grand  Island 
Railroad  Companj^  In  1880  he  became  interested 
in  real  estate,  and  at  the  present  time  lias  a  large 
amount  under  his  control.  He  deals  in  farm,  cit}- 
and  suburban  property,  also  handling  property  for 
non-residents.  By  strict  attention  to  business  he  has 
become  known  far  and  wide,  and  in  a  legitimate 
manner  he  has  accumulated  a  tine  property. 

Upon  becoming  a  voting  citizen,  Mr.  Buenting 
identified  himself  with  the  Republican  party,  but 
now  only  votes  for  such  men  and  measures  as  meet 
with  the  approval  of  his  conscience.  He  has 
served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  a  period  of 
eight  years,  and  also  has  officiated  as  City  Clerk 
and  Police  Judge.  No  man  has  maintained  a 
warmer  interest  in  the  growth  and  prosperity  of 
Hanover,  and  none  have  done  more  to  bring  it  to 
its  present  condition.  Mr.  Buenting.  in  1889,  re- 
crossed  the  Atlantic,  visiting  his  old  home  in  Ger- 
manj',  starting  in  the  month  of  May,  and  spending 
seven  weeks  among  tiie  fi-iends  of  his  childhood. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  Johan  Gerhard 
Buenting,  who  married  Miss  Wobbina  Johanna,  a 
descendant  of  Peter  Bode,  who  was  a  Judge  of  the 
city  of  Camen  in  1443.  Mr.  Buenting  has  a  his- 
tory of  his  mother's  family  direct  from  1686,  and 
traces  his  ancestr}'  on  his  father's  side  from  1700. 
This  was  beautifully  copied  in  German  by  him,  in 
an  appropriate  book,  during  his  recent  visit  to  the 
Fatherland.  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  say  that 
this  little  volume  is  highly  prized  and  could 
scarcelj'  be  purchased  for  any  amount  of  money. 
The  father  of  Mr.  Buenting  was  a  tanner  by  occu- 
pation, and    a   life-long  resident  of  Jever.  OMi'ii- 
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burg.  He  departed  this  life  May  13.  1860,  at  the 
early  age  of  forty-five  j'ears,  having  been  bor;i 
June  28,  1815.  The  mother  was  born  July  31, 
1817,  and  is  still  living,  making  her  home  in  Leer, 
East  Friesland. 

The  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Buenting,seven 
in  number,  are  all  living  and  recorded  as  follows: 
Gerhard  Conrad  was  born  July  25,  1867;  Lueppo 
Diedrich,  Feb.  10,  1869;  Otto  Wilhelm,  May  28, 
1873;  Adolph  Theodore,  May  29,  1875;  Eta  Wob- 
bina  Dorothea,  Sept  14, 1878;  Johann  Weert.  April 
28,1881;  Ernst  Onno,  Aug.  31,  1885.  They  are 
being  given  cai-eful  home  training  and  a  thorough 
education.  The  eldest  son  is  in  business  for  him- 
self at  St.  Joseph,  Mo.  The  second  son  has  entered 
the  law  department  of  Michigan  Universitj'. 


,— .  Il    ^  11 


fOHN  HENRY  SCHUTTE.  In  the  person 
the  subject  of  this  notice  we  have  that  of 
a  man  who  has  worked  his  way  up  from  the 
l^^  jiaths  of  poverty,  to  a  good  position  in  life 
in  point  of  this  world's  goods  and  as  a  member  of 
the  community.  His  property  embraces  240  acres 
of  well-cultivated  land  on  section  21,  Independence 
Township,  in  the  most  centi-al  part  of  the  township 
and  in  the  northeastern  corner  of  Washington 
County.  The  residence  is  a  comfortable  structure 
and  the  barn  and  outbuildings  are  all  that  is  re- 
quired for  the  general  purposes  of  agriculture.  The 
farm  is  finely  situated  on  the  road  from  Hanover 
to  Lanham.  Mr.  Sehutte  is  a  popular  man  among 
his  fellow  citizens,  being  more  than  ordinarily  in- 
telligent and  one  whose  honesty  and  integrity  have 
never  been  questioned. 

The  only  child  of  his  parents,  Frederick  and 
Catherina  (Duffe)  Sehutte,  our  subject  was  boi'n  in 
what  was  then  the  Kingdom  of  Hanover,  Germany, 
Dec.  30,  1840.  His  parents  were  natives  of  tlie 
same  province  where  they  were  reared,  married,  and 
spent  their  entire  lives.  The  father  died  in  1852. 
when  his  son  Henry  was  a  lad  of  twelve  years.  Tlie 
mother  survived  her  husband  for  a  period  of  twenty- 
nine  years,  dying  in  Hanover  in  1881. 

Mr.  Sehutte    remained    in    his    native    i)rovince 


until  reaching  man's  estate,  engaged  in  farming 
pursuits.  Upon  reaching  his  majority  he  emigrated 
to  Holland,  where  he  sojourned  six  years  and  then, 
in  1868,  set  out  for  America.  Landing  in  New 
York  City  he  proceeded  thence  to  Richmond,  Va., 
but  only  remained  there  a  short  time,  next  going 
to  Cincinnati.  Ohio,  where  he  lived  six  months. 
From  the  Buckeye  State  he  set  out  for  the  further 
West  and  we  find  him  on  this  side  of  the  Mississippi 
in  Burlington,  Iowa.  He  onlj'  staid  there  a  short 
time,  however,  then  returned  East  as  far  as  Illinois 
and  from  there  came  to  Kansas  in  1870.  For  one 
year  he  was  in  the  employ  of  Mr.  W.  Wendel  and 
the  year  following  worked  for  Mr.  Fred  Brock- 
raeyer.  In  the  meantime  he  saved  what  lie  could 
of  his  earnings,  preparatory  to  establishing  a  home 
of  his  own. 

On  the  31st  of  March,  1872,  Mr.  Sehutte  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Greve.  This 
lady  is  the  daughter  of  Henrj'  and  Eliza beth(Knapp) 
Greve,  who  were  natives  of  Hanover  and  the  par- 
ents of  seven  children.  Marj^,  the  third  in  order 
of  birth,  first  opened  her  eyes  to  the  light  Aug.  17, 
1843,  in  Hanover  and  lived  there  until  a  young 
woman  of  twenty-four  years.  In  1867  she  emi- 
grated to  America  with  acquaintances  and  for 
three  and  one-half  years  thereafter  lived  in  New 
York  City,  coming  then  to  Kansas.  After  their 
marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sehutte  homesteaded  and 
settled  upon  the  farm  where  they  now  reside,  it  be- 
ing then  little  removed  from  its  original  condition 
having  upon  it  no  improvements.  The  present 
residence  was  put  up  in  1884  and  the  barn  in  1886. 
There  is  an  orchard  of  175  trees,  the  most  of  which 
are  in  fine  bearing  condition.  Mr.  Sehutte  usually 
keeps  forty  head  of  cattle,  nine  head  of  horses  and 
ninet3^  head  of  swine. 

The  record  of  the  six  children  of  Mr.  and  J\lrs. 
Sehutte  is  as  follows:  Henry  was  born  March  14t!i. 
1873;  William,  May  15,  1874;  Mena.  Oct.  31,  1875; 
Louisa,  Aug.  31,  1877;  Mary,  Jan.  3.  1879  and 
Ann;i,  Oct.  20,  1881.  Our  subject  and  his  excel- 
lent wife  are  members  in  good  standing  of  the 
Lutheran  Church  in  which  Mr.  Sehutte  was  for  a 
time  a  Trustee.  He  is  a  member  of  the  School 
Board  of  his  district  upon  which  he  has  served  a 
number  of  years  and  is  at  present  the  Treasurer. 
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Upou  becoming  a  voting  citizen  he  allied  himself 
with  the  Republican  party  in  which  he  takes  an 
active  interest  and  keeps  himself  well  posted  upon 
the  political  issues  of  the  day.  Mr.  Scliutte  is  in  all 
respects  a  valuable  member  of  the  community  and 
is  contributing  his  quota  to  the  progress  and  wel- 
fare of  his  township.  We  present  to  our  numerous 
readers  a  lithographic  engraving  of  the  handsome 
home  of  Mr.  Schutte. 


NDREW  KLINTBERG.  This  gentleman 
las  been  a  resident  in  Clay  County  for 
near!}'  a  score  of  years,  and  has  experi- 
enced many  hardships  in  his  efforts  to 
make  a  home  here.  He  has  succeeded  in  spite  of 
all  the  disadvantages  under  which  he  labored,  and 
now  has  a  valuable  estate  of  240  acres,  located  on 
section  13,  Sherman  Township,  where  he  resides. 

Andrew  Klintberg  was  born  in  Regnsjo  (Rain 
Lake),  near  the  citj'of  Soderhamn,  Sweden,  being  a 
son  of  Andrew  and  Engrad  (Klint)  Hanson.  His 
parents  and  several  generations  of  ancestors  were 
reared  in  the  same  countj',  and  were  adherents  of 
the  faith  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  He  learned  the 
trade  of  steamboat  engineering  on  Inland  Lake, 
and  also  learned  the  trade  of  a  carpenter,  working 
at  the  latter  some  j-ears.  Three  years  were  spent 
in  the  military  service  of  liis  native  land. 

In  July,  1867,  Mr.  Klintberg  came  to  the  United 
States,  making  the  voyage  on  the  steamship  ■•  City 
of  Paris "  in  twelve  days.  He  landed  at  New 
York,  and  thence  went  at  once  to  Chicago,  III.,  ar- 
riving in  the  latter  place  almost  penniless.  He 
chanced  to  find  a  Norwegian  who  could  understand 
the  Swedish  language,  and  who  gave  our  subject 
and  another  Swede  who  was  in  similar  circum- 
stances, each  a  $5  bill,  and  authorized  the  proprietor 
of  a  boarding-house  to  take  them  to  an  agency  and 
have  them  taken  to  Michigan  to  work  in  a  saw-mill. 
Thus  they  got  from  Chicago  to  Manistee,  Mich., 
and  obtained  work.  As  soon  as  they  had  made  the 
amount  they  returned  the  $10  to  their  newlj'-raade 
friend  in  Chicago. 

Mr.  Klintberg  remained  in  Manistee  twenty -one 


months,  and  during  that  time  saved  money  enough 
to  come  to  Kansas  and  homestead  160  acres.  Then 
again  he  was  out  of  funds,  and  leaving  his  family 
with  another  family  that  had  settled  here,  he  went 
twelve  miles  to  where  he  found  work.  Thus  he  got 
a  sack  of  flour,  which  he  brought  back,  and  then 
made  a  dug-out,  in  which  the  family  lived  three 
years.  He  then  made  another  on  the  spot  where 
his  dwelling-house  now  stands,  the  dug-out  being 
used  for  a  cellar.  In  the  second  dug-out  he  lived 
four  years  before  building  the  commodious  and 
comfortable  frame  house  which  is  now  the  family 
dwelling. 

When  Mr.  Klintberg  came  to  this  homestead  the 
country  was  a  wild  and  open  prairie,  and  not  a 
stick  of  timber  or  anything  but  heavy  prairie  grass 
was  on  the  claim.  He  now  has  a  nice  grove  of 
forest  trees,  an  apple  orchard  of  about  three  acres, 
and  a  quantity  of  grapes.  There  are  about  750 
rods  of  hedge ;  and  a  good  stable,  graneries,  corn- 
cribs,  a  wind-mill,  etc.,  have  been  erected  on  the 
estate.  Eighty  acres  have  been  added  to  the  home- 
stead, and  the  entire  acreage  is  carefully  and  intel- 
ligently handled. 

Mr.  Klintberg  has  worked  at  his  trade  of  a 
carpenter  part  of  the  time  since  he  came  here,  and 
has  built  many  of  the  houses  in  this  vicinity.  He 
worked  on  the  first  frame  building  of  Clay  Center, 
which  was  tiie  first  house  he  built  in  tiie  United 
States. 

Mr.  Klintberg  has  done  much  work  as  a  pioneer 
minister,  when  there  was  no  regular  preacher  here. 
He  would  walk  from  his  farm  to  near  Clay  Center, 
work  all  the  week  and  walk  home  Saturday  night, 
and  then  on  Sunday  morning  would  walk  to  a 
place  of  worship  distant  six  miles,  go  again  in  the 
evening,  and  after  his  second  service  walk  back  to 
Clay  Center,  to  be  ready  for  his  work  Monday 
morning. 

In  Sweden,  in  1856,  the  gentleman  of  whom  we 
write  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Bertie 
Klintberg.  Five  children  were  born  to  them  while 
they  still  lived  in  their  native  land,  ahd  two  died 
before  the  parents  came  to  America.  Three  chil- 
dren have  been  born  in  America.  The  living  are: 
Lewis  P..  Albert,  August  V.,  Charles  E.,  Henry  W 
and  Matilda.     The  latter  is  living  in  Portland,  Ore. 
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Mr.  Klintberg  and  his  family  belong  to  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  is  an  ex- 
horter  and  Class-Leader.  He  was  formerly  identi- 
fied with  the  Lutherans,  and  as  a  member  of  that 
denomination  did  pioneer  work  in  spreading  the 
Gospel.  He  had  also  preached  for  some  years  in 
bis  native  land.  He  and  his  wife  can  enjoy  the 
comforts  by  which  they  are  surrounded,  in  the  con- 
sciousness that  their  years  have  been  well  and  use- 
fully spent,  and  with  a  feeling  of  thankfulness  that 
their  labors  have  been  crowned  with  success. 


fl^ 


?LRICH  G.  PANNBACKER,  farmer  and  cat- 
tle man,  has  been  a  resident  of  Washington 
^^b^ij  County  since  the  fall  of  1877.  He  is  the 
owner  of  a  valuable  farm  consisting  of  240  acres  of 
land,  on  section  36,  Franklin  Township,  where  he 
is  carrying  on  a  .successful  business.  The  land  is 
well  improved,  and  the  place  which  was  for  several 
3'ears  a  '"bachelor's  hall,"  is  now  the  home  of  a 
happy  family. 

Mr.  Pannbacker  is  a  native  of  Oldenburg,  Ger- 
man3^  where  he  was  born  Dec.  28,  1848.  He  is  a 
son  of  Ulrich  and  Christina  Pannbacker,  the  for- 
mer of  whom  is  still  living  in  the  Fatherland.  The 
mother  died  forty  years  ago.  She  had  borne  six 
children,  five  of  whom  are  now  living:  Ernest, 
Rudolph  and  Anthony  are  residents  of  the  Father- 
land. Our  subject  and  his  brother  Christian  reside 
in  America. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  obtained  a 
thorough  education  in  his  native  land,  enjoying 
excellent  school  privileges  until  the  age  of  sixteen, 
being  afterward  engaged  in  work  upon  tlie  farm. 
In  1876  he  came  to  America,  and  after  spending  a 
few  days  with  his  brother  at  Peoria,  111.,  came  to 
Kansas.  He  spent  a  short  time  at  Hanover,  and 
then  went  to  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  where  he  remained 
for  two  months.  Returning  to  Hanover  the  same 
year  he  purchased  160  acres  of  land,  upon  which 
he  made  his  home.  In  1883  he  returned  to  Ger- 
many to  visit  his  father,  remaining  in  his  native 
land  a  3'car. 

On    his    return    to  America  in  the  fall  of   1884, 


Mr;  Pannbacker  was  married  at  Dixon,  111.,  to  Miss 
Mary  Juelfs,  and  repaired  at  once  with  his  bride  to 
his  Western  home.  Three  bright  children,  Chris- 
tina, Ernest  and  Eva  brighten  the  once  lonely 
fireside.  When  Mr.  Pennbacker  first  came  to 
America  he  had  a  capital  of  about  $1,600.  His 
present  estate  has  been  accumulated  by  industry', 
prudence  and  economy,  while  his  herds  of  cattle 
and  other  farm  accessories  add  to  his  financial 
prosperity.  Mr.  Pannbacker  is  of  independent  po- 
litical views,  and  religiouslj',  is  a  communicant  of 
the  Lutheran  Church. 

Mrs.  Pannbacker  is  a  daughter  of  Jacob  Juelfs,  a 
native  of  Oldenburg,  Germany,  and  a  schoolmate 
of  the  father  of  our  subject.  Mr.  Juelfs  came  to 
the  United  States  in  the  fall  of  1857,  and  locating 
in  Dixon,  111.,  became,  in  due  time,  the  owner  of 
380  acres  of  well-improved  land.  There  his  wife 
died  in  1871,  and  he,  in  August,  1887.  He  was  the 
father  of  eleven  children,  nine  now  living:  Jacob 
resides  in  Ida  Countj',  Iowa;  Henry  in  York,  Neb.; 
Eva,  the  wife  of  B.  Johnson,  near  Sterling,  111.; 
Anthony  in  Lawrence  County,  Dak.;  Julius  also  in 
Dakota;  Albert  on  the  home  farm  at  Dixon,  111. ; 
Marj',  wife  of  our  subject;  Christian,  in  Woodbury 
County,  Iowa,  and  Herman,  at  Dixon,  111. 

A  lithographic  view  of  the  comfortable  residence 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pannbacker  is  presented  elsewhere 
in  this  volume. 


/^^\  ^''^'  BA'f^S'^I^^  ETTER.     It  is  no  unusual 
I      \v    thing    for  a  woman    in    this    age    to    take 
Ij       iM>  charge  of  the  estate  or  business  of  her  hus- 
^  band  and  carry  it  on  successfullj'.     Among 

those  who  are  engaged  in  such  an  enterprise  few 
have  succeeded  better  than  the  lady  whose  name 
initiates  this  sketch.  Left  a  widow  in  1882,  with 
the  care  of  eight  children  and  an  estate  of  320  acres, 
she  has  carried  on  the  farm  in  an  eminently  busi- 
ness like  manner,  erected  good  buildings,  made  fine 
improvements,  and  now  can  surround  her  famil3' 
with  all  the  comforts  and  many  of  the  luxuries  of 
life.  The  reader  will  notice  elsewhere  in  this  vol- 
ume a  flue  engraving  of  the  old  homestead,  in 
which  Mrs.  Etter   is   comfortably   domiciled,  and 
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where  old  and  young,  rich  and  poor,  are  alike 
liospitably  received  and  pleasantly  entertained. 

Born  in  Switzerland  in  the  month  of  November. 
1846.  jMrs.  Etter  was  the  daughter  of  John  and 
.Magdalina  (Imdorf)  Amaeher,  likewise  born  and 
reared  amid  the  rugged  scenery  of  tiiat  little  Re- 
public, where  after  a  lif«  quietly  passed'in  following 
the  pursuits  of  abuS3-,  work-a-day  world,  they  died 
and  were  laid  to  rest.  They  had  a  family  of  ten 
children,  of  whom  their  daughter  Barbara  was  the 
youngest.  She  had  attained  to  womanhood  before 
she  left  the  land  of  her  birth  in  1868,  and  crossed 
the  ocean  to  America.  After  living  two  years  in 
the  Buckeye  State,  she  came  to  Washington  County, 
Kan. 

In  Farmington  Township,  on  the  11th  of  April, 
1870,  Barbara  Amaeher  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Jacob  Ettcr,  who  was  of  the  same  nationality 
as  his  wife,  and  born  Dec.  25,  1839.  In  the  spring 
of  1868  he  came  to  the  United  States,  and  the  fol- 
lowing year  to  this  count}-.  After  their  marriage 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Etter  settled  in  Farmington  Town- 
ship, where  after  a  happy  wedded  life  the  husband 
and  father  died  Oct.  27,  1882,  when  in  the  prime 
of  a  vigorous  manhood.  Eight  children  had  been 
born  to  him  and  his  wife,  namely:  John,  Mary  M., 
p;;d\vard  A..  Lizzie,  Rudolph  W..  Anna  S.,  Jacob  H. 
and  Emma  E. 

Mrs.  Etter  is  a  member  of  the  German  Reformed 
Church,  to  which  her  husband  also  belonged.  She 
has  in  a  marked  manner  displayed  her  business 
ability  since  the  death  of  her  husband,  and  no  more 
fitting  monument  could  be  raised  to  his  memory 
than  she  is  building  in  preparing  their  children  for 
future  positions  of  usefulness,  honor  and  respon- 
sibility. 


JOHN  J.  L.  JONES,  editor  and  proprietor  of 
the  Wakefield  Advertiser.  That  "poets  are 
born,  not  made,"  is  an  old  and  trite  remark. 
The  same  might  be  as  truthfully  said  of 
journalists,  for  the  best  of  education  and  training, 
and  even  a  decided  literary  ability,  will  not  alone 
make  a  successful  editor.  There  must  bo  also  a 
combination  of  shrewdness,  tact,  and   other  quali- 


ities  -which  for  want  of  a  better  term,  we  call  the 
journalistic  instinct.  The  gentleman  above  named, 
possesses  this  in  a  marked  degree,  having  in  a  few 
short  years  established  for  his  paper  the  third 
largest  circulation  in  Clay  County.  The  sheet  was 
established  in  1886,  and  is  a  five-column  folio,  all 
home  printed  (the  only  one  in  the  county),  and  is 
devoted  to  the  interests  of  Wakefield  and  vicinity. 
It  is  independent  in  the  field  of  politics,  aiming  to 
expose  fraud  and  bad  management  on  the  part  of 
public  officials  of  whatever  party. 

Mr.  Jones  is  a  son  of  Richard  L.  and  Bertha 
(Morgan)  Jones,  and  is  the  elder  of  the  two  chil- 
dren born  to  his  parents,  his  brother  Richard  being 
now  engaged  in  mercantile  business  in  Utica,  N.  Y. 
The  Jones  family  came  originally  from  Chester, 
ICngland,  our  subject  being  of  the  fifth  generation 
in  America.  His  grandfather,  Pomeroy  Jones,  was 
a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  He  was  a  native  of 
Connecticut,  and  later  resided  in  New  York,  fol- 
lowing the  legal  profession.  The  father  of  our 
subject  was  also  a  lawyer,  and  was  located  in  Oneida 
County,  N.  Y.,  for  many  years.  He  and  his  wife 
are  now  living  near  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Mr.  Jones  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  in  Utica, 
N.  Y.,  on  Sept.  10,  1852.  He  was  educated  in  the 
schools  of  Utica  and  the  AYhitestown  Seminary, 
during  his  boyhood.  In  his  sixteenth  year  he  did 
his  first  work  in  an  printing  office.  Completing  his 
education  at  the  Madison  University  of  Hamilton, 
N.  Y.,  he  again  entered  a  printing  office,  spending 
some  time  as  compositor  of  the  Utica  Herald.  In 
1872,  he  traveled  Westward,  and  sojourned  in  Chi- 
cago for  about  three  yeavs,  being  employed  as 
compositor,  reporter,  collector,  etc.,  on  various 
papers. 

The  next  removal  of  Mr.  Jones  was  to  the  Black 
Hills,  where  he  went  in  1875.  Four  years  later  he 
[lurchased  an  interest  in  the  PJuenix,  which  was 
published  at  Wilmington,  111.,  and  retained  connec- 
tion with  that  sheet  for  over  a  year.  He  then 
worked  on  papers  at  Joliet,  III.,  for  a  short  time, 
and  on  March  1,  1880,  became  a  resident  of  this 
city.  His  education  had  qualified  him  for  the  pro- 
fession of  pedagogy,  in  which  he  engaged  upon  lo- 
cating here.  In  that  profession  he  was  princiiially 
occupied  until  the  establishment  of  the  Advertiser. 
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since  wliich  time  he  has  devoted  himself  entirely  to 
journalism. 

At  the  home  of  the  bride  in  this  cit}',  in  Octo- 
ber, 1881,  the  rites  of  wedlock  were  celebrated  be- 
tween Mr.  Jones  and  Fannie  J.,  daughter  of  .John 
and  Adeline  Martin.  The  bride  was  born  in  Will 
County,  111.,  and  is  a  lady  of  high  mental  capacity 
and  culture.  The  union  has  resulted  in  the  birth 
of  two  children,  Ira  and  Bertha. 

Mr.  Jones  is  a  Democrat  in  his  personal  politics, 
though  his  editorial  work  is  unbiased  by  party  feel- 
ing. He  has  held  the  position  of  Assistant  Post- 
master of  Wakefield.  He  has  membership  in  the 
social  order  of  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  belonging  to  Lodge 
No.  208,  Joliet,  111.,  and  Milford  Lodge  I.  O.  O.  F. 
The  mental  ability  and  business  energy  of  Mr.  Jones 
are  combined  with  a  moral  and  social  nature,  which 
cause  liim  to  be  regarded  with  esteem  in  the  com- 
munity, and  it  is  expected  that  his  journal  will  con- 
tinue to  be  a  power  in  Clay  County. 


PREDERICK  A.  EBELING.  A  strong  man 
in  his  community,  Mr.  Ebeling  exercises  no 
unimportant  influence  among  the  people 
with  whom  he  has  lived  for  many  years  and  who 
have  learned  to  value  him  at  his  true  worth.  He 
is  a  man  possessing  a  large  experience  of  life  in  its 
different  phases  and  has  seen  a  goodly  portion  of 
the  earth's  surface,  being  a  native  of  the  Grand 
Duchy  of  Oldenburg,  Germany,  where  his  birth 
took  place  Aug.  8,  1844.  He  was  reared  to  man- 
hood in  his  native  province,  receiving  a  practical 
education  in  its  common  schools. 

At  the  age  of  twenty  years  Mr.  Ebeling  was 
drafted  into  the  German  army  and  followed  tlie 
fortunes  of  a  soldier's  life  for  four  years  thereafter, 
doing  duty  in  Austria  and  Prussia,  participating  in 
the  Franco-Prussian  War  and  taking  an  active  part 
in  sixteen  battles,  as  a  member  of  the  19th  Dra- 
goons. At  the  end  of  his  military  career  in  1872, 
during  which  time  he  had  not  only  gained  the  ad- 
miration of  his  comrades  but  the  approval  of  his 
superior  officers,  he  was  given  an  honorable  dis- 
charge and  not  long  afterward  set  out  for  America. 


The  career  of  Mr.  Ebeling  in  this  country  has  been 
one  creditable  in  the  extreme.  He  at  once  sought 
the  AVestern  wilds  and  for  a  year  was  a  resident  of 
Doniphan  County,  this  State.  Then  coming  to 
Washington  County,  he  purchased  the  farm  which 
he  now  owns  and  occupies.  About  a  year  afterward 
in  1873.  he  w.as  married  to  Miss  Anna,  daughter  of 
John  and  Mary  (Focke)  Boecker.  The  parents  of 
Mrs.  Ebeling  were  likewise  natives  of  Oldenburg 
where  they  grew  to  maturity,  married  and  spent 
their  entire  lives,  the  father  mostly  following  liis 
trade  of  a  linen  weaver.  He  died  in  1 872,  at  the  age 
of  sixty-seven  years.  The  mother  is  still  living  in 
Germany  and  is  now  seventy-four  years  old. 
Five  of  the  six  children  born  to  them  are  living. 
A  brother,  Deidrich,  lives  in  this  county,  the  others 
remain  in  German}-.  Mrs.  Ebeling  was  the  j'oung- 
est  of  the  family  and  was  born  in  Oldenburg,  March 
24,  1854.  She  came  to  America  in  1873  when  a 
young  woman  of  nineteen  years  and  not  long  after- 
ward became  the  wife  of  our  subject. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ebeling  there  have  been  born 
six  children,  five  of  whom  are  living,  viz:  Cather- 
ine J.  S.  Emma  M.  H.,  Annie  C.  H.,  Frederick  J.  and 
John  G.,  all  of  whom  are  at  home  with  their  parents. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ebeling  are  connected  with  the  Evan- 
gelical Lutheran  Church  at  Hanover.  Mr.  Ebeling 
takes  an  active  interest  in  politics  and  upholds  the 
principles  of  the  Republican  party.  He  has  never 
been  ambitious  for  office,  although  serving  for  tiie 
last  nine  years  as  a  member  of  the  School  Board  of 
district  No.  29.  A  man  upright  and  honest  in  his 
dealings,  he  is  looked  upon  as  a  worthy  representa- 
tive of  his  nationality  and  possesses  in  a  marked 
degree  the  best  qualities  of  a  substantial  ancestry. 

The  Ebeling  homestead  comprises  240  acres  of 
laud,  all  of  which  is  in  a  good  state  of  cultivation 
and  improved  with  modern  buildings.  The  resi- 
dence, a  story  and  a  half  frame  structure,  was 
erected  in  1878.  A  good  barn  and  other  necessary 
outbuildings  give  ample  facilities  for  the  shelter 
of  stock  and  the  storage  of  grain.  There  is  an 
orchard  of  100  fruit  trees,  besides  ninety  grape 
vines  and  tlie  smaller  fruits  in  abundance.  Mr.  Ebel- 
ing has  been  quite  successful  in  live  stock  and  has 
at  the  present  time  ( 1889)  thirty-four  head  of  cattle, 
fifty  head  of  swine  and  eight  head  of  good  fat  horses. 
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The  impioveinents  upon  his  farm  are  largel}'  the 
work  of  his  own  hands  and  he  has  broken  100  acres 
of  his  land  himself.  Thirty-five  acres  additional  are 
under  the  plow.  The  industry  and  perseverance 
of  Mr.  Ebeling  have  been  the  means  of  gathering 
around  himself  and  his  family  all  of  the  comforts 
and  many  of  the  luxuries  of  life. 

John  Ebeling,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Oldenburg,  Germany,  and  married  Miss  Cather- 
ine Meiners  who  was  born  and  reared  not  far  from 
tiie  home  of  lier  husband.  The^'  spent  their  entire 
lives  in  tlieir  native  province,  the  mother  dying  in 
1872  at  the  age  of  seventy  years,  and  the  father  in 
1889  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-three.  They 
were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  four  of  whom 
are  living  and  all  residents  of  CTermany.  except  our 
subject. 

We  invite  the  attention  of  our  numerous  readers 
to  a  fine  view  of  the  handsome  residence  and  old 
home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ebeling,  on  another  page  of 
this  work. 


ENOS  W.  CARSON  is  a  well-known  resident 
of  Coleman  Township,  "Washington  County. 
i  He  resides  on  section  23,  where  he  owns  160 

acres  of  land,  and  has  a  beautiful  home,  a  view  of 
which  is  given  on  anotiier  page  of  this  volume. 
He  possesses  considerable  other  property  in  the 
township,  including  a  portion  of  the  town  of  P^nos- 
dale.  He  has  been  the  Postmaster  of  that  village 
since  the  office  was  started. 

Before  giving  the  m&in  events  in  the  life  of  our 
subject,  some  brief  notes  regarding  his  ancestors 
will  not  be  amiss.  His  parents  were  Jesse  B.  and 
Mary  (Williams)  Carson.  The  father  was  the  son 
of  John  and  Abigail  (Sumner)  Carson  of  North 
Carolina.  The  motlier  was  a  daughter  of  James 
Williams  of  the  same  i>tate.  Tlie  grandfather  of 
our  subject  moved  from  his  native  State  to  Indiana 
in  the  year  1819,  and  there  entered  land  near  Mon- 
rovia, Morgan  County.  His  death  occurred 
there,  as  did  that  of  his  wife,  who  lived  to  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  ninety-three  years.  The  homestead 
was  afterward  secured  by  the  son.  Jesse  B.  Carson, 
father  of  our  subject.     The  ancestral   families  of  | 


Carson,  Sunnier  and  AVilliams  were  membpis  of  the 
Society  of  Friends. 

Enos  W.  Carson  was  born  on  the  ancestral  home- 
stead Nov.  14,  1836.  He  received  his  education 
in  the  neighborhood,  and  was  there  reared  to  farm 
pursuits.  He  was  married  on  Feb.  17,  1856.  to 
Miss  Mary  J.  Jones,  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Nancy  (Ramsey)  Jones.  The  mother  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  Bartholomew  and  Catherine  (Williams) 
Ramsey,  who  removed  from  Kentucky  to  Indiana 
as  early  as  1816.  Tlie  father  was  a  son  of  Evan 
and  Sarah  (Bonine)  Jones  wlio  removed  from  Ten- 
nessee to  the  Iloosier  State  about  1816.  The  Jones 
family  belonged  to  the  .Society  of  Friends,  while 
tlie  Ramseys  were  Methodists. 

About  two  years  after  tiieir  marriage,  Mr.  and 
Mrs  Enos  W.  Carson  purchased  a  portion  of  the 
Ramsey  homestead,  which  had  been  entered  by  the 
grandparents  of  Mrs.  Carson  in  1816.  It  was  lo- 
cated in  Hendricks  Count3-,  Ind.,  five  miles  from 
PlainSeld.  There  they  lived  until  1881,  when 
they  sold  out  and  came  to  this  State.  They  located 
near  where  they  now  reside,  and  Mr.  Carson  bought 
a  large  amount  of  land.  His  purchase  included 
eighty  .acres  on  section  16,  eighty  on  15, 160  on  13, 
eighty  on  26,  eighty  on  22,  eighty  on  14,  eighty  on 
25,  and  an  additional  160  on  section  15.  He  after- 
ward traded  off  some  of  this  property  and  pur- 
chased the  quarter  section  where  he  now  lives, 
and  sixt3-  acres  on  section  24.  In  all  this  land  he 
has  placed  about  240  acres  under  cultivation. 

In  July,  1884,  Mr.  Carson  by  special  effort  se- 
cured the  location  of  a  postoflflce  in  the  eastern 
part  of  the  township.  The  department  prefixed 
Enos  to  the  word  dale,  m.akiug  the  station  Enosdale. 
1886  our  subject  started  a  store  there  in  company 
with  his  sister-in-law  under  the  firm  name  of  Car- 
son &  Snipes.  Mrs.  Snipes  subsequent!}'  sold  out 
to  J.  E.  Carson,  the  eldest  son  of  our  subject.  The 
young  man  conducted  the  store  until  his  death  in 
the  spring  of  1888.  During  this  time  his  father 
and  he  had  platted  the  town  of  Enosdale.  Mr. 
Car.son  has  now  disposed  of  all  the  lots  but  seven. 
There  are  now  eight  buildings  erected  there,  mak- 
ing quite  a  nucleus  for  a  village.  After  the  death 
of  his  son,  Mr.  Carson  sold  his  store  to  J.  W.  Hol- 
fer,  who  removed  to  Lynn  with  the  stock.     Mr. 
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Carson  puicliascd  of  A.  F.  Robins  another  store, 
and  sold  out  to  :Mr.  William  DeYallon,  who  is  now 
erecting  a  fine  frame  store  building. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carson  have  become  the  parents 
of  seven  children.  J.  E.,  the  eldest,  who  lived  to 
become  a  30ung  man  and  was  possessed  of  good 
business  qualities,  met  his  death  March  5, 188S.  He 
left  a  widow  to  mourn  his  loss.  He  had  been  Trus- 
tee and  held  other  offices  in  the  township.  Mattie 
is  now  the  wife  of  P.  Mills  who  owns  a  fine  farm 
in  Coleman  Township.  Thej-  have  one  child, 
Ethel.  J.  Pent,  is  a  young  man,  at  home,  and 
has  an  interest  in  the  stock  on  the  place.  Cornie, 
a  young  lady  has  fitted  herself  for  teaching,  but  is 
still  at  home.  Bertha  is  in  school.  Two  children 
were  taken  from  them  in  infancy,  while  their  par- 
ents still  lived  in  Indiana. 

Mr.  Carson  is  a  stanch  Repiiblican.  He  and  his 
family  belong  to  the  Society  of  Friends.  Tiiere 
being  no  organization  here  when  he  came,  he  went 
to  work  to  perfect  one.  He  rallied  men  and  means 
and  a  good  frame  edifice,  20x30  feet,  was  con- 
structed. He  donated  the  land  for  a  church  and 
parsonage  in  the  village  of  Enosdale,  and  also  fur- 
nished a  good  share  of  tlie  means  and  labor  with 
which  to  build  the  church.  The  society  now  has  a 
membership  of  166.  The  generous  and  enterpris- 
ing character  of  Mr.  Carson  is  shown  in  his  history. 
He  is  interested  in  every  movement  which  tends  to 
the  advancement  of  the  county,  where  his  wife  and 
himself   are  widely  and  favorably  known. 


W ^HITMAN  H.  KNIGHT  has  been  promi- 
'  nently  identified  with  the  educational, 
minsterial,  and  business  interests  of  Wash- 
ington County  and  Northern  Kansas,  for  nearly  a 
score  of  years.  He  owns  and  occupies  an  excellent 
farm  on  section  28,  Kimeo  Township,  but  owing 
to  a  crippled  hip,  he  h.is  never  farmed  it  for  any 
great  length  of  time.  Several  years  of  his  life  have 
been  spent  in  the  profession  of  teaching,  and  a 
greater  number  in  the  work  of  the  ministry,  in 
which  lie  is  at  present  engaged.  He  also  conducts 
a  drug  store  at  Kimeo,  and  is  Xhe  Poslma.ster  there. 


He  is  of  New  York  birth  and  parentage,  and  a  few 
words  regarding  his  ancestors  will  not  be  amiss. 

Our  subject  traces  his  descent  from  one  of  three 
brothers  who  emigrated  from  England  to  America 
in  an  early  day.  They  settled  in  North  Carolina, 
Massachusetts,  and  Maryland,  respeetivelj'.  To  the 
latter  was  born  a  son,  Joshua,  who  was  the  grand- 
father of  our  subject.  The  birth  of  Joshua  Knight 
took  place  in  Baltimore  in  1776,  and  his  death  oc- 
curred in  Vienna  South  Corners,  Oneida  Co.,  N.  Y., 
in  1852.     He  was  a  Presbyterian  minister. 

Hezekiah  T.  Knight,  son  of  Joshua,  and  father  of 
I  our  subject,  was  born  in  Newport,  N.  Y., 
July  16,  1806.  In  1840  he  went  to  Adams, 
Jefferson  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he  remained  until 
April,  18.5.5.  He  then  removed  to  Linnville,  Ogle 
Co..  111.,  where  he  resided  until  1868.  From  boy- 
hood until  this  time  he  had  been  employed  at  the 
trade  of  a  blacksmith.  At  the  date  last  mentioned, 
he  removed  to  Mount  Morris,  where  he  became 
connected  with  the  Rock  River  College,  and  where 
he  is  now  residing.  Politically  he  was  a  Whig,  and 
later  a  Republican,  but  he  has  kept  out  of  politics 
as  much  as  possible.  In  his  younger  days  he  was 
captain  in  what  was  then  called  the  State  Militia  of 
New  York.  He  is  a  Master  Mason,  and  a  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  married 
Miss  Anna  Angell,  who  was  born  Oct.  5,  1806,  at 
Newport,  N.  Y.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Joshua 
and  Mehitable  Angell,  natives  of  Rhode  Island. 
Her  father  was  a  millwright,  and  met  his  death  by 
an  accident  in  a  mill  at  Newport,  in  1852.  Six 
children  were  born  to  the  parents  of  our  subject. 
They  were  named  respectively:  Joshua,  Louisa  M., 
David  A.,  Delia  A.,  Whitman  H.  and  Helen  A.  Of 
this  familj',  David,  Helen,  and  our  subject  are  all 
who  now  survive. 
j  Rev.  AVhitman  H.  Knight  was  born  Dec.  15, 
I  1839,  at  Sandy  Creek,  Oswego  Co.,  N.  Y.  He 
I  was  reared  to  the  age  of  sixteen  in  Adams,  Jef- 
ferson County,  that  State,  and  received  his  early 
education  there.  He  then  attended  Rock  River 
College  in  Mount  Morris,  111.,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1858.  He  spent  three  years  in  school 
teaching  in  Ogle  and  DeKalb  counties,  and  with 
that  exception  resided  with  his  parents  until  1863. 
I   The   following  seven  years  were  spent  by  him  in 
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liii'paration  I'orthertiinistiy.  He  then,  in  1870,  came 
lu  tliis  county  and  homesteaded  the  quarter  section 
of  land  on  which  he  now  resides.  For  the  first  two 
or  tiiree  years  after  becoming  a  resident  of  Kansas, 
he  was  engaged  principally  in  school  teaching.  On 
Aug.  28,  1871,  he  was  ordained  in  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  and  now  preaches  every  Sunday  in 
Clay  County.  In  1877  lie  opened  his  store  in 
Kimeo. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  was  celebrated  June 
17.  1863,  the  bride  l)eing  Miss  Mary  F.  Jones.  Her 
birtii  took  place  in  Utica,  N.  Y.,  Nov.  5,  1838. 
Her  father,  David  Jones,  was  of  Welsh  extraction. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  from  early  life  and  was  a  local  preacher  in 
that  denomination.  Mrs.  Jones  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Ellen  Newsam,  and  was  a  native  of  the  Em- 
pire State.  She  is  now  living  here  with  her  daughter 
at  upwards  of  seventy-six  years  of  age.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Knight  have  had  six  children  born  unto  them, 
but  four  have  been  removed  b)'  the  hand  of  death. 
The  deceased  bore  the  names  of  Burton  T.,  Alfred 
F..  Edward  L.,  and  Clara  B.  Those  surviving  are 
Anna  A.,  now  in  her  sixteenth  year,  and  Charles 
W.,  in  his  thirteenth  year. 

Mr.  Knight  has  been  a  Justice  of  the  Peace 
nearly  ever  since  he  became  a  resident  of  tliis  State. 
The  Republican  party  is  that  to  which  he  gives  his 
vote.  He  is  now  President  of  the  Old  Settlers'  As- 
sociation of  Washington,  Clay  and  Riley  counties. 
He  has  the  oldest  library  in  the  State,  and  takes  a 
justifiable  pride  in  showing  it  to  visitors.  He  can 
look  back  over  many  years  of  honorable  and  use- 
ful manhood,  and  forward  with  the  expectation 
of  devoting  many  more  to  tlie  uplifting  of  human- 
ity and  the  cause  of  the  Master. 


w 


ILLIAM  KING,  a  farmer  and  slock-raiscr 
on  section  30,  Highland  Township,  Wash- 
ington County,  is  a  native  of  t)ie  Buckeye 
State,  where  a  large  pai't  of  his  life  has  been  passed. 
He  left  there  when  a  young  man,  soon  after  his 
marriage,  and  located  in  Linn  County,  Iowa,  pur- 
chasing a  farm  and   improving  it  very  materially. 


After  a  residence  of  live  years  in  that  and  Cedar 
County,  the  same  State,  he  sold  out  and  returned 
to  Ohio.  Among  the  friends  of  his  youth  and  in 
the  old  homestead  with  his  father,  he  continued  to 
live  until  the  death  of  tiie  latter.  Four  years  after 
that  event,  in  1882,  be  again  sold  his  posessions, 
including  the  family  residence,  and  once  more 
started  Westward,  seeking  a  home  where  fertile  soil 
and  a  balmy  climate  enhanced  the  pleasures  of 
living.  He  is  now  comfortably  situated,  and  with 
I  his  good  wife  receives  the  respect  of  the  entire  com- 
!  munity.  He  has  improved  his  farm,  dividing  and 
subdividing  it  into  lots,  putting  up  good  fencing 
and  erecting  buildings  essentia]  to  the  proper  car- 
rying on  of  a  modern  estate.  A  view  of  his  resi- 
dence is  presented  on  anotiier  page  of  this  volume, 
and  the  interior  arrangements  correspond  with  the 
exterior,  reflecting  on  every  side  the  careful  hand 
of  the  housewife. 

The  father  and  mother  of  our  subject  were 
Joseph  and  Mary  (Morris)  King,  natives  respect- 
ively of  Chester  Count}',  Pa.,  and  North  Carolina. 
After  their  marriage  they  located  in  Belmont 
County,  Ohio,  and  from  there  removed  to  Morgan 
Count}',  the  same  State,  where  their  death  occurred. 
Their  family  consisted  of  six  sons  and  five  daugh- 
ters, our  subject  being  the  third  in  order  of  birth. 
He  was  born  in  Penn  Township,  Morgan  Co.,  Ohio, 
March  9,  1823,  and  was  reared  to  manhood  on  his 
father's  farm,  continuing  to  live  there  until  he  was 
leady  to  listablish  a  home  of  his  own.  He  was 
then  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Ruth  Ball,  the 
ceremon}'  being  solemnized  in  Morgan  County, 
Ohio,  Jan.  23,  1845.  Mrs.  King  is  the  daughter 
of  David  and  Julia  A.  (Parsons)  Ball,  the  former 
a  native  of  Loudoun  County,  Va.,  and  the  latter  of 
Maryland.  At  their  home  in  Jefferson  County, 
Ohio,  their  daughter,  Ruth,  was  born  April  22, 
1828.  Subsequently  they  removed  to  Morgan 
County,  Ohio,  and  in  that  place  closed  their  eyes 
to  the  scenes  of  earth. 

When  Mr.  King  for  a  second  time  decided  to 
locate  in  the  AVest,  lie  chose  for  his  home  Mahaska 
County,  Iowa,  but  being  dissatisfied  with  it,  he 
moved  further  toward  the  setting  sun,  and  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1883,  located  in  tiiis  county  in  the  town  of 
Washington.     At  llie  expiration  of  two  years  be 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


moved  to  a  farm,  which  he  had  purchased  in  Au- 
gust, 188-2,  and  here  he  has  since  made  his  home, 
bringing  the  80-acre  tract  of  land  to  a  high  state  of 
cultivation,  besides  becoming  the  ov\'ner  of  160 
acres  in  Lowe  Township. 

Of  the  seven  children  born  to  our  subject  and 
his  estimable  wife,  four  are  deceased,  namely :  Julia 
A.,  the  eldest  who  died  when  five  3'ears  old;  Amos, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  eight;  David  F.  and  Susan, 
both  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  Of  the  remaining 
children,  Joseph  married  Miss  M.  A.  Turner;  Mary 
is  the  wife  of  Isaac  Haines;  William  O.  lives  with 
his  father.  He  was  elected  Township  Trustee  in 
the  fall  of  1888  and  is  now  filling  that  office  to  the 
general  satisfaction  of  the  community. 

Mr.  King  is  a  Republican  of  long  standing,  and 
has  filled  various  school  offices,  taking,  at  all  times, 
an  active  interest  in  educational  matters.  He  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Society  of  Friends. 
They  are  possessed  of  fine  social  qualities,  and  are 
always  interestetl  in  any  movement  which  has  for 
its  object  the  advancement  of  the  county. 


J^f  RCHIBALD  GARDNER.     The  early  pio- 
(!P^ll    neers  of   Clay   County,  were  usually  men 
M   li    equipped   with    those  qualities  of    resolu- 
^  tion  and  perseverance  which  enabled  them 

to  overcome  the  many  difficulties  which  beset  them 
at  the  time  of  taking  up  their  abode  on  the  frontier. 
Tiic  traveler  through  this  section  in  an  earl}'  daj', 
would  have  found  Mr.  Gardner  established  in  a 
Cottonwood  shanty  in  Sherman  Township,  in  the 
midst  of  a  wild  and  unbroken  country,  working 
with  imperfect  implements  the  primitive  soil.  He 
thus  labored  a  few  years  and  in  the  mean  time 
erected  other  buildings  most  needed,  fenced  his 
premises,  planted  an  orchard  and  otherwise  trans- 
formed his  laud  into  the  semblance  of  a  homestead. 
We  find  him  in  a  commodious  frame  dwelling,  sur- 
rounded by  full  grown  fruit  and  shade  trees,  his 
land  in  a  highly  productive  condition  and  himself 
comfortably  fixed  financially  and  otherwise.  The 
term    self-made  may  be  most  properly  applied  to 


Mr.  Gardner,  as  he  commenced  in  life  dependent 
upon  his  own  resources,  owing  no  man  anything, 
financially  or  otherwise. 

The  subject  of  this  biographical  outline  was  born 
in  Madison  County,  Iowa,  in  1841.  About  1858 
his  parents  Cumraings  and  Elizabeth  (Wynn) 
Gardner,  removed  to  Mercer  County,  111.,  where 
the  father  died  in  1867,  leaving  a  family  of  seven 
sons  and  two  daughters.  Three  of  the  sons — Elijah, 
William  and  Archibald  served  as  soldiers  in  the 
Union  army  during  the  late  Civil  War — Elijah  in 
Company  K,  102d  Illinois  Infantry  three  years  as 
a  private  and  William  and  Archibald  in  Company 
A,  30th  Illinois  Infantrj'.  In  the  winter  of  1862- 
63  William  was  captured  at  Memphis,  Tenn.,  and 
killed  by  guerillas  as  was  reported  by  those  who 
were  his  companions  in  misfortune.  AVilliam  and 
Archibald  had  enlisted  in  August,  1861.  The  latter 
served  until  August,  1864,  when  he  received  hi.< 
hojiorable  discharge  and  returned  to  Illinois. 

In  the  spring  of  1865,  Mr.  Gardner  re-enlistcd 
in  Company  E,  61st  Illinois  Infantry  and  served 
until  the  close  of  the  war.  Then  returning  to  Illi- 
nois he  resumed  farming  in  that  State  until  about 
1868,  when  he  removed  to  Monroe  County,  Iowa, 
and  purchased  a  farm  which  he  operated  until  the 
spring  of  1870.  His  next  removal  was  to  this  State 
and  he  homesteaded  134  acres  on  section  5,  Sher- 
man Township,  Clay  County,  where  he  now  resides. 
He  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  in  this  region  and 
has  seen  the  country  develop  from  a  wilderness 
into  the  abode  of  an  intelligent  and  prosperous 
people. 

Before  leaving  Illinois  Mr.  Gardner  was  married 
to  Miss  Mary  J.,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Sarah  (Mc- 
Guire)  Wynn.  Mrs.  Gardner  was  born  in  Indiana  and 
lived  with  her  parents  until  becoming  mistress  of 
her  own  home.  She  is  now  the  mother  of  three 
living  children — Emma,  Grant  and  Clara.  Jolm 
M.  and  Charles  are  deceased.  Mrs.  Gardner  is  a 
very  benevolent  lady  and  a  member  of  the  Relief 
Corps.  She  also  belongs  to  the  Baptist  Church  in 
which  Mr.  Gardner  is  a  Trustee  and  one  of  the 
pillars.  As  an  ex-soldier  Mr.  Gardner  is  identified 
with  the  G.  A.  R.,  of  Clifton,  in  which  he 
has  held  several  offices  and  is  at  present  the  Sen- 
ior Vice  Commander,   He  considers  that  the  period 
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of  his  life  spent  in  defense  of  the  Union  Is  one  of 
which  he  has  abundant  reason  to  be  proud.  He 
went  into  the  fight  conscientiously  and  was  one  of 
the  many  who  did  their  duty  faithfully  and  well 
and  whose  career  forms  a  part  of  the  unwritten 
liistory  of  that  terrible  struggle. 


J  I  ARRETT  L.  ROBBINS.  In  enumerating  the 
I  jileasant  homes  of  Coleman  Township,  men- 
'  tion  very  properly  belongs  to  that  of  Mr. 
'  Robbins,  represented  by  a  fine  view  else, 
where  in  this  volume,  together  with  the  surround- 
ings of  ornamental  and  fruit  trees  and  the  gentle 
slope  of  pasture  land.  The  farm  comprises  160 
fertile  acres,  and  is  carefully  and  intelligently  man- 
aged. Fully  five  acres  have  been  planted  with 
trees,  among  which  are  200  apple  trees,  besides 
cherry,  pear,  and  a  variety  of  small  fruits.  In  the 
fall  Mr.  Robbins  manufactured  sorghum  from  the 
cane  raised  in  the  neighborhood.  On  his  own 
place,  in  1889,  he  raised  eighteen  acres,  wliich  will 
yeld  about  twenty  barrels. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  is  a  son  of 
F;ii  Robbins,  of  Henry  County,  Ind.,  whenci;  his 
parents  had  removed  from  North  Carolina.  In 
Henry  County  our  subject  was  born,  Sept.  1,  1850. 
When  he  was  a  child  of  but  three  years  his  parents 
removed  to  Iowa,  spending  about  seven  years  near 
Grinnell.  Thence  thej*  removed  to  Missouri,  where 
they  stayed  until  the  war,  moving  awa}"  from  that 
State,  and  again  taking  up  a  residence  in  Iowa. 
There  Mr.  Eli  Robbins  enlisted  in  the  Union  ser- 
vice as  a  member  of  Corapan}'  K.,  36th  Iowa  In- 
fantr3'.  He  died  of  small  pox,  in  St.  Louis,  Mo., 
leaving  a  family  of  three  sons  and  three  daughters. 
The  widow,  with  her  family,  remained  in  Iowa  un- 
til 1870.  During  these  years  one  of  the  daughters 
was  married.  At  the  date  above  mentioned,  the 
rest  of  the  family,  including  the  widowed  mother, 
came  to  Kansas.  They  settled  in  this  county, 
near  wliere  our  subject  now  lives.  Jarrett  Robbins 
took  up  a  claim  which  comprised  the  southwest 
quarter  of  section  24,  in  what  is  now  known  as 
Enosdale.     After  having  lived  on  the  place   tliree 


years  he  sold  out  and  bought  small  places  in  Cole- 
man. In  1884  he  bought  the  eighty  acres  which 
form  a  part  of  his  present  comfortable  home. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Ph03be  A.  Barbee.  She  is  a  daughter  of  David 
Barbee,  who  came  to  this  count}'  at  the  same  time 
with  our  subject.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robbins  are  the 
parents  of  eight  children,  all  living:  Louisa  A. 
married  Marion  Dalrymple,  a  farmer  of  Coleman 
Township;  they  have  one  child.  Amanda  A.  mar- 
ried T.  S.  Dalrymple.  brother  of  Marion:  her 
husband  is  also  engaged  in  farming  in  Coleman 
Township.  William  is  a  young  man,  but  still  at 
home.  Charles  E.,  Sarah  Elien.-Lucinda  J.,  Emma, 
and  Effle  (the  baby)  complete  the  family  circle. 

Mr.  Robbins  is  a  Republican,  and  is  quite  active 
in  local  politics.  lie  belongs  to  the  Protestant 
Methodist  Church,  in  which  he  holds  license  to 
preach.  He  is  a  man  of  honor  in  his  business  rela- 
tions, kindly  in  social  and  domestic  life,  and  is 
respected  by  all  wiio  know  him. 


AVID  S.  LESHER.  This  gentleman  is 
one  of  the  young  farmers  of  Washington 
i^  County,  and  destined  in  time  to  become 
one  of  her  leading  citizens.  He  is  a  resi- 
dent of  Haddam  Township,  where  he  owns  the 
southeast  quarter  of  section  1 7.  The  farm  is  pleas- 
antly located,  and  supplied  with  the  nsual  improve- 
ments made  b}-  an  enterprising  farmer.  Tlie 
residence  is  new,  neatly  constructed,  and  of  home- 
like aspect.  The  place  is  further  beautified  by 
groves  and  a  good  orchard,  and  is  neatly-  fenced. 
The  owner  of  this  comfortable  estate  is  blessed  with 
an  excellent  education,  fine  [irineiples,  and  the 
genial  nature  which  makes  friends  wiiorever  he- 
goes. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was 
David  Lesher,  a  native  of  Lancaster,  Pa.  He  was 
an  early  settler  in  Cumberland  County,  of  that 
State,  where  he  cleared  a  tract  of  land  sufficient  for 
two  farms,  and  engaged  in  agriculture.  lie  was 
gathered  to  his  fathers  in  I8.jf>. 

Casper  Lesher,  the   fatlier    of   our   subject,    was 
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born  in  Cumberland  County,  Pa.  He  engaged  in 
agriculture  and  speculated  considerably  in  land  in 
his  native  State.  He  made  several  trips  AVest,  and 
finally  determined  to  become  a  resident  nearer  to 
the  setting  sun.  In  1864  he  removed  to  Pierce 
County,  Wis.,  and  purchased  a  farm  of  eiglity 
acres.  In  1871  he  clianged  his  residence  to  Buch- 
anan Count3',  Iowa,  where  he  bought  land.  Two 
years  later  he  again  moved,  his  new  location  being 
in  St.  Croix  County,  Wis.  After  a  sojourn  of  a 
year  he  bought  400  acres  of  wild  land  in  Sac 
County,  Iowa,  for  which  he  paid  $3.50  per  acre. 
He  improved  and  operated  that  farm  until  1882, 
and  was  financially  successful.  In  1883  he  sold 
out,  and  removing  to  Gage  County,  Neb.,  bought 
a  farm  near  Wymore.  He  now  owns  three  farms. 
After  a  year's  residence  in  Nebraska,  he  came  to 
Grant  Township,  this  county,  and  purchased  320 
acres  of  land.  He  did  not  operate  it  himself,  how- 
ever, but  having  bought  the  hotel  property  in 
Haddam,  kept  the  hotel  for  a  year.  At  the  expi- 
ration of  that  time  he  located  on  a  farm,  vvhich  is 
well  improved  and  carefully  tilled.  He  is  a  Re- 
publican in  principle  and  practice.  The  office  of 
Justice  of  the  Peace  is  now  held  by  him.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Margaret  Cook.  She  was  likewise  a  na- 
tive of  the  Key  Stone  State,  having  been  born  in 
Perry  County.  Her  father  was  a  farmer  of  that 
State,  wherein  he  died.  Her  union  with  Casper 
Lesher  resulted  in  the  birth  of  nine  children.  Tlie 
eldest  child,  Mary,  is  a  cripple,  and  resides  with 
her  parents;  the  second  child  is  the  gentleman  of 
whom  we  write;  following  him  came  Clara,  now 
Mrs.  Kinney,  residing  in  this  township;  Jacob,  a 
farmer  in  Coleman  Township;  Hays,  a  farmer  in 
Haddam  Township;  Elsworth,  of  Coleman  Town- 
ship; John,  engaged  in  farming  the  homestead; 
Sheridan,  in  the  Clipper  office,  Haddam ;  and  Lu- 
ella,  now  Mrs.  Tebo,  of  Strawberry  Township. 

David  S.  Lesher,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
born  near  Newbury,  Cumberland  Co.,  Pa.,  Dec.  3, 
1851.  He  was  reared  upon  a  farm,  and  until  the 
age  of  twelve  his  home  was  in  his  native  State. 
He  received  the  advantages  of  a  good  common 
school  training,  both  there  and   in   Wisconsin,  to 


which  State  the  family  removed.  In  1873  he  lo- 
cated on  120  acres  of  land  in  Sac  County,  Iowa, 
which  land  he  improved  and  made  into  a  good 
farm.  In  the  fall  of  1885  he  sold  out,  and  came  by 
team  to  this  county,  crossing  the  Missouri  River 
at  Plattsmouth.  He  came  to  Haddam,  and  bought 
his  present  place,  paying  12,000  for  the  160  acres, 
only  forty  of  which  were  broken.  He  now  has 
eighty  acres  broken,  and  the  estate  otherwise  im- 
proved, as  before  stated.  He  devoted  his  attention 
principally  to  the  raising  of  corn  and  hogs,  and 
also  raises  Durham  cattle. 

In  Sac  County,  Iowa,  April  6,  1876,  Mr.  Lesher 
was  united  in  marriage  witli  Miss  Agnes  Palmer. 
She  was  born  in  Jackson  County,  Iowa,  and  is  a 
well  educated  lady  and  possessed  of  many  domestic 
virtues.  The  union  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth 
of  three  children — Edwin,  Bertha  and  Ethel. 

During  his  residence  in  Iowa,  Mr.  Lesher,  for  a 
short  time,  followed  the  profession  of  a  pedagogue. 
He  was  quite  prominent  in  politics  there.  He 
served  as  Constable  and  School  Director,  and  also 
on  the  Petit  Jury.  Since  coming  to  this  county 
he  has  been  conujcted  with  the  school  offices,  and 
is  at  present  Clerk  of  the  School  Board.  He  is  a 
straight  Republican.  He  is  identified  with  the 
Protestant  Slethodist  Church  at  Haddam,  and  is  at 
present  a  Trustee  of  that  organization. 

J~  OHN  A.  SIMONS,  one  of  the  most  public- 
I  spirited  men  of  Greenleaf  Township,  is  num- 
'  bered  among  the  substantial  elements  of  his 
'  communit}',  and  is  recognized  both  b^'  friend 
and  stranger  as  a  gentleman  "to  the  manor  born"  in 
all  respects.  He  was  formerly  the  Postmaster  at 
this  place,  but  owing  to  a  change  of  administra- 
tion, served  only  a  few  months.  A  plain,  out- 
spoken man,  he  is  yet  one  to  be  trusted,  a  man 
decided  in  his  views,  and  not  easily  turned  from  his 
convictions.  He  came  to  Kansas  in  1869,  estab- 
lishing himself  in  the  mercantile  business  at 
Greenleaf,  after  assisting  in  laying  out  the  town, 
and  putting  up  the  second  store  in  the  place.  He 
is  still  engaged  in  general  merchandising,  and  serves 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


as.  Justice  of  the  Peace.  He  is  one  of  the  pillars 
of  the  Christian  Church,  is  a  Democrat,  politically, 
and  sociallj-  is  prominently-  identified  with  Post  No. 
134,  G.  A.  R. 

A  native  of  Westmoreland  County,  Pa..  Mr. 
Simons  was  born  June  10,  1838,  and  is  the  son  of 
Joiin  Simons,  a  native  likewise  of  the  Keystone 
State,  and  born  in  the  Ligonier  Valley-,  May  16, 
1811.  The  latter  spent  the  greater  portion  of  his 
life  in  Westmoreland  County,  Pa.,  where  he  carried 
on  farming.  About  1866  he  emigrated  to  AV^^an- 
(iot  County,  Ohio,  where  he  sojourned  for  a  period 
of  twenty  years,  then  coming  to  Greenleaf,  Kan., 
made  his  home  with  liis  son.  John  A.,  until  liis 
deatli,  whicii  occurred  June  28, 1889.  He  had  been 
almost  a  lifelong  member  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
and  was  of  that  reliable  and  sturdy  temperament 
which  has  been  transmitted  in  a  marked  degree  to 
liis  offspring. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was 
Henry  Simons,  likewise  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  who  traced  his  ancestry  to  (jiermany,  the  latter 
crossing  the  Atlantic,  and  being  numbered  among 
tlie  |)ioneer  settlers  of  Pennsylvania.  The  maiden 
name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject  was  Mary  Mc- 
Curdy.  She  was  born  in  Westmoreland  County, 
Pa.,  in  1814,  and  died  in  Wyandot  County,  Oliio, 
in  1884.  The  McCurdy  family  was  of  Irish  extrac- 
tion, but  Grandfather  Andrew  McCurdy  was  born 
in  Penns3lvania;  he  spent  his  last  daj^s  there.  To 
John  and  Mary  Simons  there  were  born  seven  chil- 
dren, viz:  Joseph;  an  infant  who  died  unnamed; 
John  A.,  Henry  L.,  Mary  E.,  Samuel,  and  Hannah 
A.  Of  these  but  three  are  living:  Henry  L.,  Mary 
E.,  and  John  A.,  the  latter  being  the  eldest. 

Mr.  Simons  spent  his  childhood  and  youth  on  the 
farm  in  Westmoreland  County,  Pa.,  acquiring  liis 
education  in  the  common  schools.  He  removed 
with  the  family  to  Wyandot  County,  Ohio,  and  was 
there  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War.  That  same 
year  he  enlisted  in  Company  M,  3d  Ohio  Cavalry-, 
which  was  attached  to  the  J  7th  Army  Corps,  a  por- 
tion of  the  time  serving  with  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland.  Mr.  Simons  participated  in  all  the 
engagements  of  his  regiment,  and  escaped  without 
injury,  receiving  his  honorable  discharge  at  the  ex- 
piration of  his  term  of  enlistment  in  October,  1864. 


He  experienced  all  the  vicissitudes  of  life  in  the 
army,  and  was  ever  found  at  the  post  of  duty, 
ready  to  meet  whatever  fate  should  befall  him. 

We  next  find  our  subject  in  the  oil  regions  of 
Pennsylvania,  where  for  two  years  he  assisted  in 
sinking  wells,  after  which  he  returned  to  Wyandot 
County,  Ohio,  and  followed  farming  until  1869. 
His  next  removal  was  to  this  State.  Prior  to  this 
removal  he  was  married  Nov.  26,  1868,  to  Miss 
Eliza  Bryant.  Mrs.  Simons  was  born  in  Miami 
County,  Ohio,  Dee.  3,  1843,  and  is  tlie  daughter  of 
Henry  and  Catiierine  Bryant,  who  spent  their  last 
years  in  Ohio.  Of  this  union  there  were  two  chil- 
dren only.  Henry  H.,  and  Zoie  M.;  the  latter  is  liv- 
ing. Mr.  Simons  occupies  a  snug  dwelling  in  tlie 
west  part  of  the  town,  and  is  known  to  a  large  pro- 
portion of  its  people  as  one  of  the  most  substantial 
men  in  his  community-. 


<^  ffelLLIAM  H.  BARLOW.  Among  Green- 
\jj/l  leaf's  solid  men,  Mr.  Barlow  occupies  a 
W^  leading  ijosition.  His  native  industry  and 
enterprise  have  placed  him  in  good  circumstances, 
financially,  while  his  genial  and  companional)le  dfs- 
position  has  made  everybody  his  friend.  He  is  a 
native  of  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  born 
March  24,  1839.  His  father.  George  Barlow,  was 
a  native  of  Connecticut,  whence  he  emigrated  to 
New  York  State  when  young.  The  latter  had  been 
orphaned  by  the  death  of  both  parents  when  an  in- 
fant of  three  months,  and  was  reared  in  Wayne 
County,  N.  Y.,  whence  lie  subsequently  removed 
to  Onondaga  County.  Of  the  latter  he  was  a  resi- 
dent until  1878,  when  lie  concluded  to  emigrate 
Westward.  He  sought  the  wilds  of  Michigan,  and 
settled  in  the  vicinity  of  Saginaw,  of  which  city  he 
is  now  a  resident,  and  has  arrived  at  the  advanced 
age  of  about  eighty-eight  jears.  He  learned  the 
trade  of  a  stonemason  in  early  manhood,  but  later 
became  interested  in  farming,  which  he  prosecuted 
in  connection  with  his  trade  for  many  years. 

George  Barlow  took  for  his  wife  Miss  Lucy 
Ilanderhen.  who  was  liorn  in  Ireland,  and  died  in 
S.aginaw,  Midi.,  in    18,S0.  at    the  aye  of    sixty-live 
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years.  Slie  bore  her  husband  twelve  children,  ot 
whom  William  H.  was  the  eighth  in  order  of  birth. 
He  was  reared  in  his  native  county,  and  early  in 
life  learned  tlie  trade  of  a  plasterer.  Later  in  con- 
nection with  this  he  operated  as  a  builder  and  eon- 
tractor.  In  1861  he  removed  to  Seneca  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  after  a  residence  there  of  four  years, 
emigrated  westward  into  Lee  County,  111.,  where  he 
purchased  a  farm,  and  followed  agriculture  until 
1869.  That  year  he  came  to  Kansas,  and  home- 
steaded  160  acres  of  land  on  section  17,  Greenleaf 
Township,  and  of  which  he  remained  owner  until 
1887.  Then  he  sold  out  and  has  since  been  giving  his 
attention  to  farm  improvements  and  machinery  at 
Greenleaf.  He  started  in  life  poor  in  purse,  but  is 
now  comparatively  independent,  and  has  made  his 
own  way  unaided  to  a  good  position,  socially  and 
financially.  He  is  a  man  who  keeps  himself  posted 
upon  current  events,  and  is  a  stanch  supporter  of 
the  Democratic  party.  He  is  prominently  con- 
nected with  Lodge  No.  232,  F.  &  A.  M.,  at  Green- 
leaf, and  is  also  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  0.  F. 

In  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.,  when  nineteen  years 
of  age,  Mr.  Barlow  was  married  March  21,  1858,  to 
Miss  Emily  Molby,  who  was  born  in  that  county, 
Nov.  13,  1841.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barlow  are  the  par- 
ents of  two  children,  both  daughters,  Ada  and 
Clara.  Ada  is  the  wife  of  Mr.  John  Fiad,  of  Wat- 
erville,  this  State,  and  Clara,  Mrs.  Grant  Beech, 
lives  in  Denver,  Col. 


/^  HARLES  FREDERICK  SCHWERDTFE- 
jll  ^^  GER.  The  subject  of  this  notice  is  recog- 
^^/  nized  as  one  of  the  most  prominent  citizens 
of  Linn  Township.  He  is  pleasantly  located  on 
section  22,  and  there  he  has  a  finely  developed 
farm,  a  portion  of  which,  with  its  principal  build- 
ings, is  represented  by  a  lithographic  engraving 
elsewhere  in  this  volume.  He  is  a  leading  farmer, 
being  the  possessor  of  600  acres  in  Washington 
County,  this  State,  besides  having  two  farms  in 
Cook  County,  111.  During  his  eight  years'  resi- 
dence in  Linn  Township  he  has  erected  seventeen 
buildings,  comprising  those  located  on  liis  farm 
and  others  in  the  town  of  Linn,  where  he  has  otiier 


valuable  real  estate.  He  is  a  very  liberal  and  pub- 
lic-spirited man,  giving  largely  to  all  worthy  en- 
terprises, religious  and  educational,  that  contribute 
to  the  general  advancement  of  the  people  around 
liim.  His  homestead  buildings  are  remarkably 
fine,  including  a  substantial  modern  residence  and 
a  barn  over  100  feet  long,  this  latter  not  being  ex- 
celled probably  bj'  anything  along  the  southern 
line  of  Washington  County. 

The  native  place  of  our  subject  was  in  South- 
eastern Indiana,  near  the  town  of  Landsburg,  and 
the  date  of  his  birth  was  Dec.  10,  1835.  His  fa- 
ther, Frederick  Schwerdtfeger,  was  born  in  Hano- 
ver, Germanj',  whence  he  emigrated  to  America  in 
1832,  and  spent  his  last  daj'S  in  Indiana.  The  lat- 
ter was  accompanied  to  America  by  his  father's 
family,  and  they  landed  without  means,  being  un- 
able to  reach  their  destination,  and  stopped  at  Salt 
Salina,  New  York  State,  in  order  to  work  and  se- 
cure monej'  to  complete  their  journey.  The  pa- 
ternal grandfather  was  also  named  Frederick.  The 
son,  Frederick,  Jr.,  became  acquainted  with  a 
maiden  of  his  own  country.  Miss  Catherine  Francis, 
who  was  born  in  Prussia,  and  in  due  time  they 
were  married.  The  Francis  family  labored  under 
the  same  difficulties  as  the  others  had  done,  land- 
ing in  Baltimore  in  1832  and  remaining  there  until 
earning  money  to  proceed  further.  They  also  set- 
tled in  Southeastern  Indiana. 

The  father  of  our  subject  learned  the  baker's 
trade,  at  which  he  worked  one  year  in  Cincinn.Ui, 
before  taking  up  his  claim  in  Indiana.  He  cleared 
a  farm,  and  met  an  accidental  death  by  the  run- 
ning away  of  his  team,  being  instantly  killed.  The 
motlier  was  subsequently  married  to  Mr.  Charles 
Schwerdtfeger,  a  brother  of  her  first  husband,  and 
the  family  all  remained  together  until  reaching 
mature  years.  Charles  Frederick  was  his  father's 
only  child.  There  were  born  of  the  second  mar- 
riage of  his  mother  four  daughters  and  three  sons, 
five  of  whom  are  living,  namel}',  Henry,  August. 
Charles,  Sophia  (Mrs.  Schwitzer),  and  Minnie 
(Mrs.  Rickenberg). 

Mr.  Schwerdtfeger  removed  with  his  parents  to 
Cook  County,  III.,  in  the  spring  of  1842,  settling 
eighteen  miles  northwest  of  Chicago,  which  was 
then  merely  a  village.    He  was    offered    forty  acres 
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of  ground,  including  that  occupied  by  the  West 
Side  Market,  for  $400,  but  it  was  so  swampy  iie 
declined  purchasing.  He  had  been  well  educated 
in  his  native  tongue,  and  after  coming  to  America 
became  in  due  time  familiar  with  the  English  lan- 
guage, speaking  and  writing  it  easily. 

Our  subject  came  to  Kansas  in  October,  1881, 
and  secured  a  part  of  his  present  homestead.  His 
industry  and  perseverance  have  been  largely  re- 
warded, everything  he  has  taken  hold  of  seeming 
to  turn  to  money.  Unlike  spnie  men,  his  success 
has  not  made  him  haughty  or  miserlj',  but  he  has 
ever  evinced  a  willingness  to  assist  those  wliose  lot 
in  life  has  been  less  fortunate. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  with  Miss  Charlotte 
Langguth  took  place  in  DuPage  County,  111.,  Oct. 
6,1861.  Tliis  lady  is  the  daughter  of  Christian 
Langguth.  deceased,  and  was  born  near  Lyons,  111., 
Jan.  15,  1841.  Tiiere  have  been  born  of  this  union 
three  children,  the  eldest  of  whom,  a  son,  Henry, 
married  Miss  Lizzie  Tliruen,  and  they  occupy  a 
part  of  the  farm.  They  have  one  child,  Albert. 
John  married  Miss  Annie  Granke  and  is  living  in 
Linn  Township.  They  have  one  child,  Herman. 
Catiierine  is  the  uife  of  Herman  Lehman  of  Linn 
Township,  and  the  mother  of  one  child,  Emil. 
Mrs.  Schwerdtfeger  died  on  the  27th  of  May,  1868. 
Our  subject  on  the  6th  of  June,  1869,  contracted  a 
second  marriage  with  Miss  Margaretta  Langguth, 
a  sister  of  his  first  wife,  and  to  them  have  been 
born  five  children.  Lotta  M.  C,  Frederick  C,  Lud- 
wig  F.  A.,  Matilda  Mary  W.  and  Edwin  August 
Herman  Christ.  These  are  unmarried  and  living 
at  home.  The  farail}^  belongs  to  the  Evangelical 
Church,  and  Mr.  Schwerdtfeger  politically  votes 
with  the  Republican  party.  He  lias  never  sought 
office,  preferring  to  give  his  time  and  attention  to 
his  farming  interests. 


iAHRIEL  SCHIETZ  is  the  owner  of  a  fine 
,  farm  on  section  21,  Charleston  Townshiii. 
j  Washington  County,  where  he  settled  in 
He  at  that  time  purchased  160  acres  of 
iiroved    land,  which    is  now    in   a   fine  stale    )f 


cultivation  and  beautified  by  good  buildings  and 
good  orchards.  There  its  owner  ]  iis  been  engaged 
in  the  raising  of  cattle,  iiogs,  etc.,  and  in  the  ac- 
cumulation of  means  that  enable  him  'o  spend  his 
declining  years  in  comfort,  and  cessation  from 
hard  labor.  He  is  now  residing  in  Hanover, 
having  in  the  fall  of  1889  leased  his  farm  to  his 
sons. 

Mr.  Schuetz  is  of  German  birth  and  parentage, 
and  first  saw  the  light  Dec.  3,  1832.  In  1848,  his 
parents,  Henry  and  Anna  Schuetz,  with  four  chil- 
dren, emigrated  to  the  United  States.  They  settled 
in  Lucas  County,  Ohio,'where  the  father  purchased 
eighty  acres  of  unimproved  land.  Their  ocean 
voyage  had  occupied  thirty-two  days,  and  the 
journey  from  New  York  to  Ohio  was  made  by 
rivers,  canal  and  lakes.  The  entire  trip  from  their 
German  home,  with  the  exception  of  twenty  miles 
to  the  harbor  there,  was  thus  made  by  water.  Mr. 
Schuetz  remained  about  five  years  upon  the  land 
which  he  first  purchased  in  Ohio.  He  then  changed 
his  location  to  Wood  County,  of  the  same  State, 
and  again  purchased  eighty  acres  of  timber  land, 
where  he  made  his  home.  He  later  removed  to 
Seneca,  Ohio,  where  Mrs.  Schuetz  died.  Her  hus- 
band survived  for  some  time,  his  death  occurring 
at  the  same  place  in  the  convent  there.  Their 
family  consisted  of  five  children:  Gabriel,  our  sub- 
ject; Mar}%  who  married  George  King,  and  resides 
in  Maumee,  Ohio;  John,  who  was  a  member  of  an 
Ohio  regiment  and  was  killed  during  the  late  Civil 
War;  Henry,  w-ho  was  also  a  soldier,  and  is  now 
residing  in  Toledo;  and  Baltsar,  of  Hanover,  Kan. 
!  The  subject  of  this  notice  was  a  l)oy  of  twelve 
years  when  the  family  crossed  the  ocean,  and  ii^ 
continued  to  reside  in  tlie  State  wliere  they  settled 
until  his  removal  to  Kansas.  On  June  25,  1860, 
he  was  united  in  wedlock  with  Miss  Christina 
Burkhutt.  He  had  no  means  when  he  w.is  mar- 
!  ried,  but  accumulated  above  sS2,000  before  he  left 
1  the  Buckeye  State  for  the  West,  to  which  capital  he 
has  added  since  his  arrival  in  this  State. 

Mrs.  Schuetz  was  the  daughter  of  John  and 
Catherine  Bvirkhutt,  .>f  Prussia,  where  she  was 
born  Nov.  27.  1839.  When  she  was  a  child  of 
three  years  the  family  emigraliMl  to  the  United 
States,  and  settled  in  Wood   County.  Ohio.     There 
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the  father  died  in  1850,  leaving  three  children: 
Charles,  who  resides  on  the  homestead ;  Caroline, 
wiio  married  Peter  Heunan.  and  lives  in  Perrys- 
burg,  Ohio;  and  Mrs.  Schuetz.  The  widow  mar- 
ried a  second  time,  the  groom  being  John  Hartfield, 
and  now  resides  in  Lucas  Count}'.  Ohio.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Schuetz  are  the  parents  of  eleven  cliil- 
dren:  Charles  is  a  blacksmith  at  Hanover;  Henry 
resides  on  a  homestead  in  .Sheridan  County;  John 
is  a  resident  of  the  same  county;  while  George, 
Joseph,  Frank,  Lena,  Edward,  William,  Leo,  and 
Mary,  are  at  home. 

Mr.  Schuetz  was  0)ie  of  the  organizers  of  the 
school  district  in  which  he  lived,  and  a  well  built 
stone  school  house  has  his  name  engraved  upon  it. 
He  has  held  school  offices,  in  which  he  has  served 
with  good  judgment.  He  is  a  Democrat,  but  in 
local  matters  does  not  adhere  to  his  party,  but 
gives  his  vote  for  the  man.  He  is  a  communicant 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 


^^.EORGE  T.  KIPP.  Few  men  of  his  age  liave 
ill  g— ,  accomplished  more  then  Mr.  Kipp,  who 
^^(  is  approaching  his  thirty-fourth  year,  and 
wiio  is  already  the  owner  of  300  acres  of  prime 
land,  well  improved  and  finely  located  on  section 
6,  Grant  Township.  He  began  his  business  career 
dependent  ujiou  his  own  resources  and  his  prosper- 
it3'  lias  really  been  phenomenal.  He  has  a  sub- 
stantial residence,  with  a  good  barn  and  all  other 
necessary  outbuildings,  and  with  the  exception  of 
his  5-!icre  orchard,  all  is  fenced  and  in  productive 
condition.  He  makes  a  specialty  of  stock-raising, 
keeping  graded  Norman,  Clydesc'ale  and  French 
coach  horses.  Short-horn  cattle  and  Poland-China 
swine.  His  farming  operations  have  been  con- 
ducted with  that  sound  good  sense  which  has 
characterized  all  his  trans.actions  and  he  holds  a  po- 
sition in  iiis  community  .second  to  no  man,  a  posi- 
tion to  which  he  has  arisen  solely  upon  liis  own 
merits. 

A  native  of  Calhoun  County.  Mich.,  the  subject 
of   this  notice    was  born    March    10,    l.S.'iC,  and  is 


the  son  of  Reuben  Kipp,  a  native  of  New  York 
State,  who  emigrated  to  Michigan  during  the  '30's, 
and  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Battle  Creek. 
He  married  Miss  Annie  Cosselman,  likewise  a  na- 
tive of  the  Empire  State  and  to  them  were  Ijorn 
six  children,  viz:  George  T.,  Rachel,  Julius,  Nor- 
man, Hiram  and  William.  Ail  of  these  are  living 
and  located  in  Kansas,  excepting  Rachel. 

The  early  education  of  Mr.  Kipp  was  conducted 
in  the  city  schools  of  Kalamazoo,  Mich.,  but  when 
lie  was  thirteen  years  old  his  parents,  in  18G9,  re- 
moved to  Charitan  County,  Mo.,  where  they  stayed 
until  the  following  year,  then  came  to  Kansas. 
Settling  in  Grant  Township  the  father  homesteaded 
160  acres  on  section  5,  where  he  opened  up  a  good 
farm  and  died  in  1873.  The  mother  survived  her 
husband  ten  years,  passing  away  in  1883.  George 
T.  at  an  early  age  .asserted  his  independence  by 
starting  out  for  himself  and  settled  on  his  present 
farm  in  April,  1880.  He  had  a  few  weeks  prior  to 
this  on  the  28th  of  February,  that  same  3'ear,  been 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Ella  E.  Scott,  the 
wedding  taking  place  at  the  bride's  home  in  Riley 
County.  Mrs.  Kipp  is  the  daughter  of  Rev.  Thomas 
Scott,  of  Jefferson  County,  this  State,  and  by  her 
union  with  our  subject  has  become  the  mother  of 
two  children — Myrtle  and  Harriet.  Mr.  Kipp 
politically,  supports  the  Republican  party  but  has 
no  aspirations  for  office,  making  a  specialty  of  at- 
tending  to  his  own  concerns.  He  has  worked  hard, 
managed  well,  and  deserves  the  prosperity  which 
has  attended  him.  He  keeps  well  informed  upon 
matters  of  general  interest,  is  more  than  ordinarily 
intelligent  and  a  man  whose  opinions  are  generally 
res|)ected. 


JI^'ONRAD  KIRCHNER.  A  goodly  number  of 
isKx  people  settled  in  Bloom  Township  during 
tiiV^  the  year  1870,  and  among  them  came  Mr. 
^^Kirchner,  who  took  up  a  tract  of  raw  prai- 
rie land  on  sections  6  and  7,  which  he  improved 
into  a  good  farm  where  he  h.as  since  m.ade  his 
home.      His  career  is  similar  to  that  of  many  others 
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who  emigrated  to  Northern  Kansas,  poor  in  purse 
but  strong  in  cournge,  and  the  results  whicli  at- 
tended so  many  have  likewise  displayed  themselves 
in  connection  with  him,  he  having  by  his  industry 
and  prudence  accumulated  sufficient  of  this  world's 
goods  to  insure  him  against  want  in  his  old  age. 
Born  Oct.  25,  1824,  he  has  attained  to  the  sixty- 
fifth  year  of  his  age  .and  can  look  back  upon  a  life 
reasonabl}'  well  spent  during  which  he  has  endeav- 
ored to  fulfill  the  obligations  of  an  honest  man  and 
a  good  citizen,  paying  his  just  debts  and  living 
at  peace  among  his  neighbors. 

Mr.  Kirchner  was  born  in  the  Kingdom  of  Prus- 
sia and  comes  of  pure  German  ancestry,  being  the 
son  of  Henry  and  Lena  (Coleman)  Kirchner  who 
spent  their  entire  lives  in  their  native  land,  the 
father  dying  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years  and  the 
mother  at  the  age  of  fifty-eight.  The  paternal 
grandfather  was  Matluas  Kirchner,  likewise  a  native 
of  Prussia,  who  died  at  the  advanced  .age  of  eighty- 
six  3'ears. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  eldest  in  a 
family  of  two  sons  and  two  daughters,  all  of  whom 
live<l  to  m.ature  years  and  were  married,  but  only 
the  two  sons  are  now  living,  the  brother  of  our 
subject  being  Christof,  who  remains  in  his  native 
lantl.  Christof,  as  was  the  father,  (a  non-commis- 
sioned officer)  was  for  some  years  a  soldier  in  the 
German  army  and  was  in  the  Franco- Prussian  War. 
Konrad  lived  on  the  farm  with  his  parents  until  his 
marriage,  in  the  spring  of  1848,  with  Miss  Louisa, 
daughter  of  Ludwig  Kopp,  the  latter  of  whom  was 
a  native  of  Prussia  where  he  lived  and  died,  pass- 
ing away  at  the  age  of  eightj'-three  years.  He  like- 
wise had  been  a  soldier  and  received  a  pension  from 
the  Government  for  services  rendered  during  tlie 
wars  of  1815-1{;. 

Mrs.  Kirchner  was  reared  by  Catholic  parents. 
Her  mother,  Mrs.  Lena  Kopp,  died  in  Prussia  at  an 
advanced  age.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  in  1850 
started  for  America,  taking  passage  at  the  port  of 
Bremen  on  the  sailing  vessel  "  Eberhart,"  and 
landing  seven  weeks  later  in  the  city  of  New  Or- 
leans. While  on  the  voyage  Mr.  Kirchner  officiated 
as  cook  for  440  passengers.  After  three  months 
spent  in  the  Crescent  City,  he  worked  both  in  Mis- 
souri and  Illinois,  and   assisted  in  building   one   of 


the  first  railroads  constructed   in   the  latter  State 
and  running  from  Chicago  to  Cairo. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kirchner  there  have  lieen  born 
nine  children,  five  of  whom  died  young.  The  sur- 
vivors are  recorded  as  follows:  Katie  is  the  wife  of 
Edward  Reed  and  they  live  on  a  farm  in  (iarfield 
Township;  FJUen  married  Nicholas  Dadgen,  and 
they  live  on  a  farm  in  Bloom  Township;  Martha 
wedded  Jacob  Barger,  and  they  live  in  Morgan- 
ville ;  Henry  remains  with  his  parents  and  has  the 
principal  charge  of  the  farm.  Mr.  Kirchner  affiliates 
with  the  Republican  party  and  both  he  and  his 
good  wife  are  members  of  the  Catholic  Church. 
When  Mr.  Kirchner  first  came  to  Clay  County 
there  was  no  post-office  in  Bloom  Township  except 
a  meal  bag  suspended  from  a  pole,  in  which  the 
•'Star  Route"  agent  would  drop  the  mail  once  a 
week  as  he  passed  by. 


J^  A.An<:s  H.  BOSTON.  This  gentleman  is 
!  the  owner  and  occupant  of  a  fine  farm  on 
!  section  32,  Highland  Townshij),  Washington 
'  County.  It  comprises  190  acres,  under 
thorough  cultivation,  and  supplied  with  every  nec- 
essary and  convenient  arrangement  in  the  w.ay  of 
farm  buildings.  Its  owner  has  for  many  years 
been  engaged  in  agricultural  pui'suits.  and  is  a 
thorough  farmer. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  John  and  Sallie 
(Woodard)  Boston,  were  married  and  settled  in 
Kentucky.  The  mother  died  in  Barren  County. 
Ky.,  and  the  father  in  Metcalf  County.  Mr.  Bos- 
ton was  born  either  in  Virginia  or  New  Jersey,  and 
his  wife  was  probably  a  native  of  Kentucky.  They 
had  a  family  of  eleven  children,  our  subject  being 
the  eighth. 

James  H.  Boston  was  born  in  Barren  County, 
Ky.,  but  his  youth  was  spent  in  Metcalf  County, 
where  he  lived  until  twenty  years  of  age.  He  then 
went  to  Madison  County.  Iowa,  where  he  worked 
on  a  farm  about  two  years.  Thence  removing  to 
Warren  County,  111.,  he  was  a  resident  there  for 
six  years.     The    following  five  years  were  spent  in 
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Gage  County,  Xeb.,  where  lie  was  the  owner  of  a 
good  farm.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time  he  sold 
and  removed  to  this  county,  settling  in  Highland 
Tf)wnship,  in  the  spring  of  1882. 

In  Warren  County,  111.,  .Tan.  4,  1874,  Mr.  Bos- 
ton celebrated  his  marriage  to  Miss  E.  Kate  ^'an- 
tuy].  She  was  a  native  of  Henderson  County.  111., 
and  has  borne  her  husband  eight  children.  They 
are  named  respectively:  John  I.,  Eugene,  PZliza- 
lietli,  Ira  L.,  Etta  M.,  Ona,  Otto,  and  Adaline. 

Mr.  Boston  is  a  Democrat  and  firm  in  his  party 
faith.  Mrs.  Boston  is  a  member  of  the  Christian 
Church.  Mr.  Boston  bears  the  reputation  of  an 
upright  and  trustworthy  man  and  good  citizen, 
and  as  such  is  esteemed  by  all  who  know  him. 


nELANCTHO] 
grain    and    s 
1  County.     He 


ELANCTHON  SOLT  is  one  of  the  heavy 
stock  dealers  of  Washington 
^  le  is  the  owner  of  a  steam  grain 
*  elevator  at  Barnes,  where  he  carries  on  his 

business,  and  handles  as  much  grain  and  stock  as 
any  man  in  the  count}-.  He  is  the  possessor  of 
large  means,  and  the  owner  of  considerable  real 
estate.  In  Fairfield  County,  Ohio,  where  he  form- 
erly lived,  he  has  220  acres  of  valuable  land,  and 
owns  a  fine  farm  two  and  a  half  miles  north  of 
Barnes.  Here  he  resides,  having  his  farm  carried 
on,  while  he  attends  to  his  business  in  town.  He  is 
a  man  of  the  strictest  morality,  and  of  high  mental 
and  business  capacity,  and  altogether  a  citizen  of 
whom  Washington  County  may  be  proud. 

Mr.  Holt  was  born  in  Fairfield  County,  Ohio, 
Aug.  18,  1833.  He  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his 
native  county,  receiving  the  advantages  supplied  by 
the  common  schools,  and  the  training  of  a  farmer's 
son.  He  engaged  in  the  pursuit  of  agriculture,  and 
remained  a  resident, of  his  native  county  until  No- 
vember, 1884,  at  which  period  he  removed  to  Wat- 
erville,  Kan.  In  the  following  spring,  however,  he 
removed  to  this  county,  and  engaged  in  the  busi- 
ness which  he  still  carries  on  in  Barnes. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Lehigh 
Countj',  Pa.,  in  1797.  He  removed  to  Fairfield 
County,  Ohio,  when  twenty -one  _\ears  of    age,  and 


there  died  in  1883.  His  occupation  was  that  of 
a  farmer,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  in 
good  financial  circumstances.  From  earl}' manhood 
he  was  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  In 
politics  he  was  a  Whig,  and  afterward  a  Repub- 
lican. The  mother  of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Saloma  Brobst.  She  was  born  in  Berks 
County,  Pa.,  in  1804,  and  died  in  Fairfield  County, 
Ohio,  in  1880.  She  bore  her  husband  eight  chil- 
dren named  respectively:  Catherine,  Cornelius. 
Elizabeth.  Peter,  Melancthon,  Mary.  Lavina,  and 
Moses. 

He  of  whom  we  write,  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Laura  O.  Brandt,  of  Fairfield  I'ounty. 
Ohio,  Dec.  28,  1870.  She  is  a  daughter  of  .Tolin 
and  Sarah  (Gessell)  Brandt,  and  was  born  in  Fair- 
field County,  in  1846.  Both  her  parents  are  also 
natives  of  the  Buckeye  State.  The  union  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Solt  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  four 
children:  Linnaeus  C,  Clarence  J.,  Luther  M.,  and 
Sarah  S. 

Mr.  Solt  is  a  believer  in  the  princijjles  of  tiie  Re- 
publican partj',  to  which  he  gives  a  hearty  support. 
He  has  been  for  several  years  a  member  of  the 
Lutheran  Church.  His  large  means  and  business 
ability,  but  most  of  all  his  fine  mind  and  character, 
give  iiim  an  infiuenee  in  the  community',  which  few 
men  exert;  and  this  influence  is  exerted  for  the 
future  prosjjerity  and  moral  elevation  of  Washing- 
ton County. 


J;  AMES  JANSON.     As  one  of  the  solid  build- 
[    ing  stones  in  an  intelligent  and    well   regu- 
I    lated  community,   Mr.   Janson   is  filling  his 
niche   acceptabl}',  being  a  plain,   practical 

man,  clear-headed,  public-spirited,  and  fairly  well- 
to-do,  financially.  He  is  a  member  in  good  standing 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  a  Republican 
l)olitically  and  has  served  as  Assessor  of  Union 
Township  several  times.  He  has  been  for  a  number 
of  years  a  School  Director  in  his  district,  and  since 
his  residence  in  Union  Township  has  uniformly 
evinced  a  warm  interest  in  the  common  welfare  of 
the  people.     In   the  cultivation  of  his  farm  he  has 
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(lis|)layecl  good  judgment  and  persevering  industry 
and  surrounded  liis  family  with  ail  the  comforts  of 
life. 

The  landed  possessions  of  iNIr.  Jaiison  comprise 
the  southwest  quarter  of  section  8,  township  'J. 
range  3  east.  lie  is  a  Canadian  by  birth,  his  na- 
tive place  being  in  the  city  of  Leeds.  Province  of 
Ontario,  where  he  first  saw  the  light  Dec.  26,  1846. 
He  lived  here  until  a  youth  of  eighteen  years,  at- 
tending the  common  school  and  receiving  careful 
home  training  from  excellent  parents.  Then  leaving 
the  Dominion  he  emigrated  to  Lorain  County,  Ohio, 
where  he  put  into  practice  his  knowledge  of  station- 
ary engineering  and  was  thus  occupied  for  a  num- 
l)cr  of  years  in  tlie  Buckeye  State,  mainly  in  a 
stone  quarry  and  a  saw-mill. 

In  December,  1881,  the  attention  of  Mr.  .lanson 
having  been  called  to  the  desirability  of  Northern 
Ivansas  as  a  place  of  residence  and  successful  agri- 
culture, he  came  to  Clay  County  and  securing  his 
present  farm  has  given  his  attention  to  its  cultiva- 
tion and  improvement.  He  has  seventy-five  acres 
under  the  plow  and  sixty  acres  in  pasturage.  Along 
the  creek  is  a  healthy  growth  of  timber.  His  build- 
ings without  being  pretentions  are  all  that  is  need- 
ful for  comfort,  and  the  whole  premises  present  a 
picture  of  quiet  country  life  which  is  pleasant  to 
look  upon. 

On  the  2d  day  of  October.  1873,  Mr.  .Tanson 
took  unto  himself  a  wife  and  helpmate.  Miss  Ella 
M.,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  Rice,  at  that  time  a  resi- 
dent of  Millville,  Wis.  The  Rice  family  were  for- 
nierlj'  from  Lorain  County,  Ohio,  but  the  father 
emigrated  to  Wisconsin,  where  he  married  and 
where  Mrs.  Janson  was  born  Oct.  9,  1854.  Her 
childhood  and  youth  passed  in  a  comparatively 
uneventful  manner  in  attendance  at  the  district 
school  and  in  assisting  her  mother  in  the  household 
duties.  She  remained  under  the  parental  roof  un- 
til leaving  it  to  become  mistress  of  her  own  home. 
This  little  household  now  includes  three  children — 
Herbert,  William  and  Ruby. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  William  Janson 
who  was  born  in  the  city  of  London,  England,  and 
who  emigrated  when  a  youth  with  his  parents  to 
Canada,  they  settling  in  the  town  of  Leeds.  He 
there  developed  into    manhood,    in  the  meantime 


acquiring  a  first-cjass  education  and  evincing  more 
than  ordinary  talent  for  the  capacity  of  a  teacher. 
At  an  early  period  he  adopted  this  profession  and 
followed  it  successfully  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
He  was  a  man  of  quiet  tastes,  scholarly  habits  and 
much  culture.  He  lived  to  a  ripe  old  age,  passing 
away  at  his  home  in  Leeds  in  1876. 

William  Janson  was  married  in  Leeds,  Province 
of  Ontario,  to  Miss  Mary,  daughter  of  James  Smith. 
Mrs.  Janson  was  born  and  reared  in  the  above-men- 
tioned town  and  was  of  excellent  ancestry.  Her 
father  was  born  in  Paisley,  Scotland,  where  he 
learned  the  weaver's  ti'ade  and  became  the  manu- 
facturer of  the  well-known  Paisley  shawls.  He  emi- 
grated to  Canada  when  a  comparatively  young  man, 
settling  in  Leeds  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
days,  dying  in  1868  in  the  eighty-fifth  year  of  his 
age.  The  widowed  mother  is  still  living  making 
her  home  in  Leeds.  James  of  this  sketch  was  the 
second  of  ten  children  born  to  his  parents  and  who 
were  named  respectively,  William,  James,  Margaret, 
Robert,  Frederick,  Ebenezer.  John,  Emeline,  Eliz- 
abeth and  Ella.  Three  of  these  are  living,  resid- 
ing mostly  in  Canada. 


^^  HARLES  HAGENMAIER.  The  gentleman 
(l(  „  with  whose  name  vrc  introduce  this  sketch 
^^'  is  of  German  birth  and  ancestry,  well  ed- 
ucated, possessing  a  great  amount  of  enterprise  and 
energy  and  has  one  of  the  best  farms  in  Swede 
Creek  Township  comprising  320  acres  of  prime  land 
on  section  20.  Prior  to  settling  in  this  part  of  the 
New  World,  he  had  traveled  largely  over  the  East- 
ern Hemisphere,  visiting  many  of  the  chief  points 
of  interest  in  Europe,  and  the  gold  fields  of  Aus- 
tralia. He  is  more  than  ordinarily  public  spirited 
and  liberal,  progressive  in  his  ideas  and  in  all  re- 
spects a  valuable  member  of  his  community. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  the  old 
cit}'  of  Ulm,  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Danube  River, 
in  the  Kingdom  of  Wurtemburg,  Germany,  Nov. 
3rd,  1834.  He  attended  school  at  the  gymnasium 
where  he  studied  the  languages  until  fourteen  years 
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old  uiul  then  became  a  clerk  in  the  Commission 
House  of  P^schange  in  Ulni.  Later  lie  was  var- 
iously occupied  until  a  man  of  twenty-seven  years. 
He  determined  then  to  see  something-  of  the  world 
and  in  September,  1861  started  from  Rotterdam  to 
Liverpool,  England,  where  he  embarked  on  the 
sailing  vessel  "Merlin"  and  sailed  for  Australia, 
via  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  being  seventy-eight 
days  on  the  voyage.  In  the  vicinity  of  Melbourne 
he  worked  on  a  farm  for  about  three  weeks,  then 
struck  out  for  the  gold  fields  in  Ballarag,  where  he 
prospected  for  a  time  and  then  entered  the  emploj 
of  a  company  engaged  in  quartz  mining.  In  the 
meantime  he  learned  to  read  and  speak  the 
English  language  and  later,  in  partnership  with 
two  others,  began  mining  on  his  own  hook.  They 
followed  this  for  some  time  with  not  very  satisfac- 
tory results  until  one  day  suddenly  coming  upon  a 
nugget  of  pure  gold,  weighing  twenty  pounds,  each 
share  holder  realizing  about  $2,000. 

Mr.  Hagenmaier  now  felt  quite  well  repaid  for 
his  three  year's  labor  and  returned  to  his  native 
land  through  France  after  which  he  traveled 
around  and  lived  at  his  ease  for  a  year  inUlm.  In 
the  fall  of  186.5  he  set  out  for  America,  leaving 
Hamburg  on  the  steamer  "  Hammonia  "  bound  for 
New  Vork  City.  Thence  he  proceeded  to  St.  Louis, 
Mo.,  where-he  spent  the  following  winter.  He  had 
now  partially  resolved  to  visit  the  Pacific  Slope, 
but  finally*  changed  his  mind  and  in  the  spring  of 
1866,  came  to  Northern  Kansas  and  for  one  year 
employed  himself  at  whatever  he  could  find  to  do. 
In  1867  he  homesteaded  160  acres  of  land,  ]nn- 
chasing  the  improvements  upon  it  for  ^100.  He 
took  possession  of  his  pi'operty  and  began  farming 
in  true  pioneer  style,  living  in  a  log  house  and 
breaking  his  land  with  an  ox  team.  The  years  which 
followed  were  filled  in  with  arduous  toil  under 
many  difficulties,  but  labor  brought  its  own  reward 
and  Mr.  Hagenmaier  in  due  time  found  himself  the 
owner  of  a  fine* farm  of  320  acres,  all  of  which  he  has 
brought  to  a  good  state  of  cultivation  and  planted 
thereon  fruit  and  forest  trees,  besides  erecting 
buildings  and  gathering  about  himself  and  his 
family  all  the  comforts  and  conveniences  of  modern 
life.  The  residence  is  a  ver}-  pretty  structure, 
built  of  stone  and   erected   in    1887.      His   apple 


orchard  contains  about  300  trees  and  he  has  about 
one  acre  of  grapes.  The  land  is  amply  watered 
from  Otter  Creek  and  is  largely  devoted  to  stock 
raising. 

Coming  to  this  section  a  bachelor,  Mr.  Hagen- 
maier in  due  time  met  his  fate  in  the  person  of  Miss 
Wilhelmina  Vogelsang,  to  whom  he  was  married  in 
Swede  Creek  Township,  Jan.  5th,  1869.  This  lady 
was  born  in  the  Kingdom  of  Westphalia.  July  4th. 
1848,  and  came  to  America  with  her  parents  when 
nineteen  years  old.  She  is  now  the  mother  of  eight 
children,  viz:  Gustav,  Ida,  Charles,  Jr.,  William, 
Emma,  Emil,  Thekla  and  Bertha.  Ida  is  the  wife 
of  E.  Evans,  a  farmer  of  Riley  County,  this  State. 
The  other  children  are  at  home  with  their  parents. 
Mr.  Hagenmaier  is  a  straight  Republican,  politi- 
cally, and  is  serving__his  second  __term  as  School 
Treasurer.  He  has  been  Road  Supervisor  a  number 
of  years. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  John  Hagenmaier, 
likewise  a  native  of  the  city  of  Ulm,  Germany,  and 
a  man  of  fine  talents,  an  artist,  who  taught  drawing 
in  the  high  schools  and  colleges  of  his  native  city. 
There  he  spent  his  entire  life,  d^ing  in  1887  when 
seventy -five  years  old.  He  married  Miss  Catherine 
Schultes  who  was  born,  reared  and  educated  in  Ulm 
and  died  there  prior  to  the  decease  of  her  husband. 
Only  three  of  the  five  children  born  to  them  are 
living.  Thekla  became  the  wife  of  Charles  Loer- 
cher  and  remains  a  resident  of  her  native  place. 
Charles,  our  subject  was  the  next  eldest.  Bertha 
who^was  the  widow  of  Louis  Nosco,  is  living  in  this 
township  and  is  now  married  to  Casper  P-ck. 


HARLES  H.  HARMON.  Among  the  thrifty 
id  prosperous  farmers  of  Brantford 
Township,  Mr.  Harmon  is  worthy  of  special 
mention.  He  is  a  man  who  makes  it  a  point  to  be 
sure  that  he  is  right  and  then  goes  ahead.  Without 
political  aspirations  he  yet  keeps  himself  well 
posted  upon  matters  of  general  interest  to  the  in- 
telligent citizen  and  uniformly  gives  his  support  to 
the  Republican  party,  in  the  principles  of  which  he 
is  a  thorough  believer.     He  lives  quietly  and    un- 
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ostentatiously,  contenting  himself  with  farming 
pursuits,  raising  a  goodly  assortment  of  livestock. 
Imying,  feeding  and  shipping  also. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a  native  of  ^'erraont   ' 
and  was  born  Aug.  14,  1836.     He  was  reared  on  a 
farm  by   parents    in   moderate  circumstances    and   I 
only  received  a  limited  education,  being  required    i 
to  assist  his  parents  in  the  labor  of  maintaining  the   I 
family.     When  a   j'oung  man  of  twenty  years    he 
left  the  hills  of    the    Green    Mountain   State,  pro-    I 
(•ceding  to  New  York  City  and  thence  to  Pewakee.    | 
Wis.     The  following  year  he  crossed  the  Mississip- 
pi, coming  to  the  Territory  of  Kansas  and  settling 
near    the    embryo   town  of     Paris,    Linn    County. 
Here  he  occupied  himself  in  farming  amid  the  ad- 
verse circumstances  under  which  Kansas  was  labor- 
ing   at    that    time,  being  in  an  uproar  during  the 
troubles  prior  to  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil    War. 
Young  Harmon  acted  as  one  of   the  Home    (iuard 
at  a    time  when    both   life  and    property-  were    in 
jeopardy.     In  the  meantime  he  filed  several  claims 
on  land,  selling  out  each  time,  usually    with  profit. 
He   maintained  his   residence    there  until  after  the 
outbre.ak  of    the    Civil  War    and  on  the   24th  of 
.January.  1862.  enlisted  as  a  Union  soldier  in  Com- 
pany E,  6th   Kansas  Cavalry.     His    regiment   was 
assigned  to  service  in    Missouri,  Arkansas  and  the 
Indian  Nation,  and   participated  in   many    battles. 
Mr.    Harmon   served    out  his  term  of    enlistment 
which  expired  in  February  1865  and  was  mustered 
out   at  Clarksville,    Ark.,   where   he  received    his   i 
honorable  discharge  and  was  given  his  pay  at  Cairo, 
III.  I 

Upon  leaving  the  army  Mr.  Harmon  returned  to 
tlic  [ilace  where  he  had  enlisted,  and  in    March   of   I 
the  same  year  went  on  a  visit  to  Iowa.     He   staid    [ 
there  two  seasons  engaged  in  breaking  prairie.     In 
1867  he  returned  to   Republic  County.  Kan.,  com- 
menced again  the  filing  process  and  also    engaged 
in  breaking  prairie.     In  1870  he    went  into  Jewell    i 
County  and  took  up  a  homestead  upon    which   he   1 
remained  seven  years.     Then  selling  out  once  more   | 
he    took   up    his    line    of    march    for  Washington    ! 
County  and  purchased  the  land  which  he  now  owns 
and  occupies.     Tiiis  was  school  land    and  he    paid 
therefor  13  per  acre.      It  was   120  acres   in  extent   j 
and  by  great  perseverance  and   industiy  Mr.  Har-   | 


mon  in  time  effected  good  improvements.  He  has 
good  buildings  with  fences  and  has  planted  forest 
and  fruit  trees  and  added  all  the  other  embellish- 
ments naturally  suggested  to  the  enterprising  man. 
During  all  his  roaming  and  soldiering,  Mr.  Har- 
mon remained  unmarried.  After  taking  up  his  last 
homestead  he,  in  1873,  was  united  in  matrimony 
with  Miss  Ann  Pliebus,  the  wedding  taking  place  at 
the  home  of  the  bride's  uncle  in  Swede  Point,  Boone 
County,  Iowa.  Mrs.  Harmon  was  born  March  9, 
1842  in  Arkansas  and  is  a  daughter  of  William 
Phebus,  a  native  of  Indiana,  who  died  when  she 
was  quite  small.  The  family  subsequently  removed 
to  Texas,  then  to  Arkansas,  from  there  to  Iowa, 
thence  to  Missouri  and  finally  came  to  Kansas.  This 
union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  six  children,  viz: 
Pearl,  Annie.  Ernest,  Elmer  and  Oscar  and  babe  un- 
named. The  father  of  our  subject  was  Fisk  Har- 
mon, likewise  a  native  of  Vermont,  and  who  after 
his  removal  to  Wisconsin  came  to  Kansas,  but  only 
remained  a  short  tune  west  of  the  Mississippi.  He 
fiuall3-  emigrated  back  to  his  old  home  in  Vermont 
where  he  still  remains.  He  traces  his  ancestry  to 
Ethan  Allen  of  historic  fame.  The  wife  and  mother 
was  in  her  girlhood  Miss  Samantha  Austin,  likewise 
a  native  of  Vermont  and  of  Irish  descent.  Charles 
H.  was  their  only  child;  the  mother  is  now  deceased. 


DMOND   W.  IIARRELL  is  the  owner  and 

E  occupant  of  a  pleasant  rural  home  in  Wash- 
ington County.  It  is  located  in  Coleman 
Township,  on  section  34.  The  estate  w.as  purchased 
by  Mr.  Harrell  in  1882.  Forty  acres  had  been 
broken,  and  a  log  house  with  sod  roof  was  on  the 
place.  Now  tlie  entire  acreage  is  improved  and 
fenced,  a  good  orchard  has  been  planted,  and  ade- 
quate farm  buildings  erected.  In  its  present  con- 
dition it  forms  a  comfortable  home,  indeed. 

Edraond  W.  Harrell  was  born  in  Driftwood 
Township.  Jackson  Co.,  Ind.,  Nov.  22,  1828.  There 
he  was  reared  and  remained  until  1852.  He  then 
moved  with  ox  team  to  Illinois.  He  landed  in  Win- 
nebago County  after  four  weeks'  travel,  and  be- 
came a  pioneer  of  that  county.     He  rented  n  farm 
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near  Pecatonica  and  operated  it  fo'-  a  time.  In 
1858  he  moved  into  the  town  and  engaged  in  deriv- 
ing until  1864.  He  then  enlisted  in  Company  C, 
1 46th  Illinois  Infantry  and  served  until  the  close 
of  the  war.  He  was  on  detached  duty  in  different 
parts  of  the  South.  The  regiment  was  discharged 
at  Camp  Butler,  111.,  in  .Tune,  1865,  and  Mr.  Harrell 
returned  to  his  home  and  the  duties  of  civil  life. 
Soon  after  he  removed  by  rail  to  Iowa  and  located 
eighteen  miles  from  Maquoketa,  where  he  remained 
a  short  time  and  then  returned  to  Peeatoniea  where 
he  remained  until  1882,  when  he  came  to  this 
county  and  settled  as  above  stated. 

On  Christmas  Day,  1849,  Mr.  Harrell  celebrated 
his  marriage  to  Polly  Ann  Poole.  She  was  born  in 
Jackson  Co.,  Ind.,  March  14,  1821,  and  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Eliza  A.  (Grantham)  Poole.  Her 
parents  were  natives  respectively,  of  Mrginia  and 
North  Carolinaj  and  pioneer  settlers  in  Jackson 
County,  Ind.  Mr.  Harrell  and  his  estimable  wife  are 
the  parents  of  the  following  children:  Rosa.  Marga- 
ret E.,  Martha  M.,  James,  Ida  I.,  and  Silas  W.  The 
latter  died  in  1885.  aged  nineteen  years,  ten  months 
and  ten  days.  Rosa  married  John  McLaughlin  and 
lives  near  W.ymore,  Neb.;  Margaret  E,  married 
James  Fannan  and  lives  in  this  township.  Martha 
M.  was  the  wife  of  Edson  E.  Orton.  She  departed 
this  life  July  14,  1889.  Ida  I.  married  William 
McLaughlin  and  lives  in  Orleans.  Neb. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  Isaac 
Harrell.  He  was  a  farmer  in  AVashington  County, 
Ky.,  for  some  years.  In  1812  he  removed  to  the 
Northwest  Territory,  in  which  he  was  one  of  the 
early  settlers.  He  entered  a  large  tract  of  land 
on  the  White  River  (now  in  Indiana).  This  he 
cleared  and  on  it  resided  until  his  death.  His  wife 
bore  the  maiden  name  of  Polly  Watkins.  Their 
son  James,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Washington  County,  Ky.,  in  January,  1803. 

James  Harrell  was  a  lad  of  nine  years  when  his 
parents  moved  to  the  Northwest  Territory.  There 
he  was  reared.  For  many  years  Louisville,  Ky., 
was  the  principal  market  for  farm  produce,  and  he 
used  to  take  produce  there  with  teams.  A  great 
deal  of  the  corn  and  pork  was  taken  to  New  Orleans 
on  flat  boats.  James  Harrell  inherited  a  tract  of 
land  from  his  father,  and  on  it  resided  until  1853. 


He  then  sold  and  removed  to  Winnebago  County. 
111.,  where  he  bought  a  tract  of  land  eight  miles 
southwest  of  Peeatoniea.  His  first  purchase  was 
partly  improved.  He  sold  it  and  bought  a  piece  of 
wild  land  near  by.  The  second  purchase  was  im- 
proved by  him  and  was  his  home  until  a  few  mouths 
before  his  death.  He  then  moved  into  Peeatoniea, 
whore   he  died  in  January,  1863,  aged   sixty  3'ears. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Elsa  J.  llarrod.  She  was  born  near 
Charleston.  Scott  County,  Ind.,  in  1801.  and  was 
one  of  the  first  white  children  born  in  that  Terri- 
tory. Her  father,  William  Harrod,  was  either  born 
in  Kentucky  or  was  very  young  when  his  parents 
removed  to  that  State.  His  father  also  bore  the  name 
of  William,  and  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of 
Kentuck}-,  and  a  friend  of  Daniel  Boone.  William 
Harrod,  Sr.,  settled  at  or  near  the  site  of  Harrods- 
burg  and  took  up  land  there.  He  resided  there 
until  his  death.  William  Harrod.  Jr.  (grandfather 
of  our  subject)  was  reared  at  his  father's  home 
near  Ilarrodsbu'rg.  Previous  to  the  year  1801,  he 
removed  to  that  part  of  the  Northwest  Territory, 
now  called  Indiana.  He  took  up  a  tract  of  land 
in  what  is  now  Scott  County,  and  there  improved 
a  farm.  He  remained  there  until  quite  old,  and 
then  went  to  Muneie  County,  where  he  and  his 
wife  spent  the  remainder  of  their  dajs  with  a 
daughter.  He  married  Letitia  Combes,  whose  par- 
ents were  Quakers.  Mrs.  Elsa  (Harrod)  Harrell, 
the  mother  of  our  subject,  died  in  Peeatoniea  in 
the  fall  of  1867.  She  had  reared  six  children, 
namely:  Polly,  Letitia,  Milton,  Edmond  AValler, 
(our  subject),  John  A.,  and  Caroline. 

Tlie  subject  of  this  sketch  is  an  energetic  and 
thrifty  farmer,  a  reliable  citizen  and  a  man  of  firm 
principles  and  good  morals. 


<:OR(rE  A.  NICHOLS.  The  subject  of  this 
notice,  in  common  with  many  of  his  neigh- 
bors, pitched  his  tent  in  Grant  Township, 
Washington  County,  during  the  days  of  its  early 
settlement   and  experienced   all   the  hardships   and 
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IJi'ivations  of  life  on  the  frontier.  During  the 
times  which  tried  men's  souls  he  stood  firmly  at  his 
post,  allowing  nothing  to  drive  him  from  his  pur- 
pose of  establishing  a  permanent  home  in  this  re- 
gion. The  result  of  his  perseverance  and  liis  toils 
is  ap|)arent  in  his  present  surroundings,  which  in- 
dicate plenty  and  comfort  in  a  marked  degree, 
lie  occupies  a  position  among  the  solid  men  of  his 
township,  not  only  as  a  member  of  the  agricult- 
ural community  but  as  a  citizen  who  lias  ever  had 
in  view  the  best  intefests  of  tliose  around  him. 
II is  example  of  industry  and  economy  has  proved 
!i  stimulus  to  men  of  perhaps  less  courage,  and  he 
has  thus  contributed  his  quota  to  the  development 
of  his  adopted  county. 

A  Pennsvlvanian  by  birth,  Mr.  Nichols  spent 
his  early  da^'s  in  the  city  of  Reading,  Berks  County, 
where  his  birth  occurred  May  2,  1849.  When  he 
was  a  child  four  years  of  age,  his  parents  emi- 
grated to  Illinois  and  settled  on  some  of  the  last 
lands  which  were  taken  up  near  the  present  site  of 
Tonica.  They  lived  there  ten  years,  then,  desirous 
(if  a  change  of  location,  disposed  of  their  interests 
in  the  Prairie  State,  and  in  February,  1864,  took 
u[)  their  line  of  march  across  the  Mississippi,  set- 
tling in  Jefferson  County,  this  State,  near  what  is 
known  as  Grasshopper  Falls.  There  the  father  of 
our  subject  opened  up  a  tine  farm,  where  lie  spent 
his  last  days  and  where  the  mother  is  still  living. 

Young  Nichols  developed  into  manhood  on  the 
new  farm  in  Jefferson  County,  this  State,  where 
the  monotonj-  of  his  comparatively  uneventful  life 
was  mostlj'  undisturbed  except  bj'  the  wagon  trains 
which  crawled  slowly  along  tiie  Santa  Fe  trail,  as 
the  tide  of  emigration  swept  onward  to  the  farther 
West.  Sometimes  in  the  spring  of  tiie  year  as 
many  as  six  or  eight  trains  a  day  would  thus  pass 
along,  comprising  frequently  fift3'-two  teams  with 
extra  men  and  cattle.  The  school  privileges  of 
those  days  were  extremely  limited,  and  the  educa- 
tion of  our  subject  was  mostly  received  from  a 
friend  who  boarded  at  his  father's  house. 

Employed  in  farming  pursuits,  young  Nichols 
remained  a  member  of  the  parental  household  until 
within  a  few  weeks  of  reaching  his  majority,  and 
was  then  married,  March  7,  1870,  to  Miss  Mary  K., 
daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Elizabeth  (Dewy)  Hill- 


moii.  ftlr.  Nichols  then  began  working  his  father's 
place  on  shares  (he  had  worked  for  him  two  years 
for  wages).  In  the  spring  of  1874  he  purchased 
the  homestead  claim  of  J.  E.  Waterman,  upon 
which  was  a  dugout  and  about  eight  acres  broken, 
giving  a  team  of  liorscs.  a  wagon  and  *-27()  in 
exchange  for  the  laud  and  a  few  rude  farm  imple- 
ments. The  young  pet)ple  took  i)osse.ssion,  and 
Mr.  Nichols  thus  sang  ui)on  tlie  tii'casion  of  the 
frequent  rains: 

Tiie   roof  was    always    leaking   and    tiie   rain    (•.■une 
pouring  in. 
And  we  traveled  round  the  dugout  all  the  night; 
The  water  still  kept  raising,  and  the  bedclothes  did 
the  same. 
And  both  of  us  were  in  a  wretched  plight. 
Then,  while  we  cussed  the  country  and  cussed  our 
•  wretched  selves. 
And  we  cussed  there,  at  the  roof  and  at  the  rain; 
And  we  cussed  the  team  for  bringing  us  to  such  a 
hole  as  this 
And  the  little  old  sod  dugout  on  the  claim. 

That  first  year  the  grasshoppers  visited  this  re- 
gion and  destroyed  everything  except  the  wheat. 
Mr.  Nichols  was  fortunate  in  raising  300  bushels  of 
this,  upon  which  he  fed  his  horses  and  hogs,  like- 
wise his  family.  On  their  table  was  wheat  bread, 
wheat  coffee  and  wheat  gravy.  Thej-  often  longed 
for  a  piece  of  corn- bread  and  bacon,  but  it  did  not 
come  that  3-ear.  There  was  one  little  ash  tree  on 
the  place,  where  are  now  several  thousand  fruit 
and  ornamental  trees,  including  eatalpa,  walnut, 
soft  maple,  cottonwood.  mulbcriy,  willow  and  elm, 
besides  175  apple  trees  of  fine  varieties  and  a  part 
of  them  in  good  bearing  condition.  They  have 
also  peaches,  cherries  and  grapes,  with  a  variety  of 
the  smaller  fruits.  Aliout  110  acres  of  the  farm 
are  under  the  plow  and  all  is  enclosed  with  sub- 
stantial fencing.  The  dugout  was  abandoned  long 
years  ago  and  the  family  now  occupy  a  neat  stone 
dwelling  which  was  erected  in  1880.  A  good  barn 
followed  in  1884,  and  Mr.  Nichols  has  all  the 
other  structures  necessary  for  his  comfort  and  con- 
venience. He  is  well  supplied  with  farm  machin- 
eiy,  including  a  large  windmill.  Of  late  years  he 
has  made  a  specialty-  of  cattle  raising  and  feeding 
and  utilizes  the  most  of  his  grain  in  this  manner. 
In  this  connection  we  direct  the  readers'  attention 
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to  a  fine  engraving  elsewhere  in  tliis  woik,  of  tiie 
estate  of  our  subject  witli  tlie  commodious  resi- 
dence and  principal  buildings  surrounding  it. 

The  parents  of  Mrs.  Nichols  before  coming  to 
Kansas,  about  1857,  were  residents  of  Montgom- 
ery Count}',  Ind.,  where  Miss  Mary  Jllizabetli  was 
born  Aug.  14,  1849.  They  are  now  deeaased.  To 
our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  there  have  been 
born  eight  children,  comprising  an  interssting  fam- 
ily group  unbroken  as  yet  by  the  destroying  angel. 
The  eldest,  Jessie  A.,  is  preparing  herself  for  a 
teacher  and  attending  an  excellent  school  in  Cuba, 
together  with  her  sister,  Maggie  E.  Mattie  Maude, 
the  next  daughter,  is  attending  school  near  home; 
Benjamin  Franklin,  tlie  only  .son,  is  a  bright  lad  of 
thirteen  years.  Tlie  others  are  Molly,  Cora,  Hen- 
rietta Ambrozine  (an  old  Scotch  name),  and  Flor- 
ence, a  baby. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Samuel  and  Jes- 
sie A.  (Nixon)  Nichols,  and  they  were  married  in 
Pennsylvania.  Grandfather  George  Nixon  was 
born  in  Dumfries,  Scotland,  the  native  place  of  the 
poet  Robert  Burns,  and  which  was  also  the  birth- 
place of  his  daughter,  Jessie  A.  Nixon.  Samuel 
Nichols  was  born  in  County  Antrim,  Ireland, 
of  Scotch-Presbyterian  parents,  the  latter  born  in 
Scotland.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject was  William  Nichols,  likewise  of  Scotch  birth 
and  parentage.  George  A.  politically  is  a  sound 
Republican  and  for  twelve  years  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  School  Board.  He  served  as  Township 
Trustee  two  terms  and  the  same  length  of  time  as 
Clerk  of  the  Board. 

-< #-# >- 


JOHN  SIIUTT.  Washington  County  li.as 
many  farmers  and  stock  men  who  carry  on  an 
extensive  business.  Among  the  prominent 
men  of  this  class  in  Greenleaf  Township, 
is  the  gentleman  whose  name  heads  this  notice.  He 
owns  280  acres  on  section  5,  and  has  the  estate  well 
improved  and  cultivated.  It  is  adequately  supplied 
with  farm  buildings  and  is  altogether  a  very  fine 
fai-ra.  Not  the  least  attractive  feature  of  this  estate 
is  the  commodious   residence,  which  is  represented 


on  another  page  of  tlie  Alhum  I ly  a  lithographic  en- 
i  graving,  and  which  is  in  many  respects  an  ideal 
I    country  home. 

Mr.  Shutt  keeps  a  good  grade  of  stock,  and  is 
an  enterprising  and  progressive  farmer.  He  is  one 
of  those  who  began  life  for  themselves  on  a  small 
capital,  and  by  dint  of  good  management  and  hard 
work,  has  raised  himself  to  a  good  financial 
standing. 

i\Ir.  Shutt  was  laorn  in  Morgan  Count}',  Ohio, 
May  25,  1828,  and  was  the  eldest  child  of  Nathan 
and  Eliza  (Mauck)  Shutt.  He  was  reared  upon  his 
father's  farms  in  Hocking  and  Morgan  counties,  and 
attended  the  public  schools  of  his  home  only  a  few 
months,  but  he  received  a  practical  knowledge  of 
agriculture.  In  1855  he  went  to  Logan  County, 
111.,  and  there  followed  farming  until  1865.  He 
then  removed  to  Lucas  County,  Iowa,  where  he 
remained  until  1869,  at  which  date  he  removed  to 
Pettis  County,  Mo.  In  the  latter  Stale  he  continued 
to  reside  until  August,  1881,  when  he  changed  his 
residence  to  Wtley  County,  Kan.  In  1884  he  again 
changed  his  location  and  became  a  resident  of  this 
county,  where  he  bought  the  land  which  he  now 
owns. 

Nathan  Shutt,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Chester  County,  Pa.,  in  November  1805.  At 
the  age  of  eleven  he  went  with  his  parents  to  Mor- 
gan County,  Ohio,  where  the  rest  of  his  youth  was 
passed,  and  where  he  lived  until  1839.  He  then 
removed  to  Hocking  Count}',  Ohio,  and  resided 
there  until  1854,  thence  he  removed  to  Logan 
County  111.,  where  he  died  in  July,  1861.  He  was 
a  farmer  and  a  minister,  devoting  much  of  his  time 
to  the  latter  work.  From  early  manhood  he  was 
connected  with  the  Church  of  Ciirist,  to  which  he 
devoted  his  time  and  talents.  He  was  a  man  much 
thought  of,  and  in  every  respect  a  gentleman.  For 
many  years  he  was  Justice  of  the  Peace.  His 
finances  were  only  moderate.  The  grandfather  of 
our  subject  was  John  Shutt,  a  native  of  Cliester 
County,  Pa.,  who  served  in  the  War  of  1812.  The 
faiiiily  is  of  German  extraction,  and  early  settlers 
in  Pennsylvania.  Mrs.  Eliza  (Mauck)  Shutt  was 
born  in  Virginia,  as  was  her  father,  Anthony 
INIauck.  a  man  of  (ierman  descent.  Her  birth  took 
place  in  November,  1806.  and  she  still  survives  at 
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a  ripe  old  age.  She  is  the  mother  of  sL\  children: 
.lohn,  Aiithoii}',  Sarah  A.,  Mary  .1..  Susannah,  aud 
Caroline. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  has  been  twice 
married.  His  first  wife,  to  whom  he  was  married 
in  1846,  was  Miss  Mary  A.  Lowery,  of  Hocking 
County,  Ohio.  She  was  born  in  Perry  County, 
Ohio,  in  lb27,  and  died  in  Tazewell  County,  111.,  in 
September,  1854.  81ie  was  the  daughter  of  Daniel 
and  Elizabeth  Lower}',  and  bore  her  husband  four 
children,  namely:  Eliza,  Elizabeth  E.,  Martha  A., 
and  an  infant  son.  The  second  marriage  of  our 
.subject  took  place  in  1855,  the  bride  being  Miss 
Utica  Keefer,  of  Tazewell  County.  111.  She  was 
born  near  Ceylon's  Grove,  Pa.,  in  1836,  being 
a  daughter  of  William  and  Mary  Keefer,  also 
natives  of  the  Keystone  State.  Mrs.  Utica  Shutt 
has  borne  her  husbandtwelve  children:  Mary  A., 
Lucy  E.,  Emma.  Prudie  J..  Jessie,  Josephine,  Ben- 
jamin F..  Gertude,  Anna,  Millie,  John  R.,  and 
William  L. 

Mr.  Shutt  is  independent  in  politics,  and  has 
always  declined  office.  He  li-is  been  identihed  with 
the  Church  of  Christ  since  twenty  years  of  age.  A 
good  citizen,  a  kind  neighbor,  a  loving  husband 
and  fatlier,  and  a  Christian  gentleman,  Mr.  Shutt  is 
well  entitled  to  the  respect  in  which  he  is  held. 


W|S€B- 


5)  EORGE  BYFIELD  is  one  of  the  best  citi- 
III  g^  zens  of  Iladdam  Township.  Washington 
^^41  County,  where  he  has  been  a  resident  for 
four  years.  His  farm  is  located  on  section  6.  and 
consists  of  eighty  acres  fertilized  by  the  living 
waters  of  Spring  Creek.  The  land  has  been  re- 
claimed from  its  raw  and  primitive  condition,  and 
is  now  neatly  fenced,  carefully  tilled,  and  furnished 
with  dwelling  house,  stables,  etc.  An  excellent 
orchard  and  pleasant  grove  add  to  the  attractive- 
ness of   the  fine  estate. 

Mr.  Byfield  was  born  in  Jennings  Count}',  Ind., 
June  20,  1851,  and  is  a  son  of  George  W.,  and 
Eleanor  A.,  (Griflis)  Byfield.  The  father  was 
born  in  Ohio,  but    when   a   boy  accompanied   his 


parents  to  the  Iloosier  State.  They  located  in 
Jennings  County,  where  he  followed  farming  until 
1857.  He  then  removed  to  Benton  County,  in 
which  he  entered  160  acres  of  government  land. 
The  land  was  improved  and  was  the  family  home 
until  1881,  when  its  owner  removed  to  this  State. 
In  Smith  County,  he  took  up  a  homestead  of  160 
acres,  which  he  improved  and  made  his  home  until 
1888.  He  then  rented  his  place  and  lived  for  a 
time  in  Lincoln  County,  Mo.  He  is  now  making 
his  home  again  in  Smith  County.  His  wife  w.as 
born  in  Baltimore,  aud  is  of  Welsh  descent.  Her 
father  was  born  in  Wales,  from  which  country  lie 
came  to  Baltimore.  He  subsequently  removed  to 
Indiana.  His  trade  was  that  of  a  carpenter.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Byfield,  eight  children  have 
been  born  :  Simon  C,  Mary.  George.  Ciiarles, 
Lincoln,  Lewis,  Ollie  and  William,  Both  jjarents 
were  members  of  the  German  Baptist  Churcli,  and 
the  father  is  a  Republican  in  politics. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write,  came  to  Iowa 
with  his  parents,  the  journey  being  made  by  team. 
He  grew  up  in  Benton  County.  His  educational 
advantages  were  rather  limited,  as  he  was  early  set 
to  work  upon  the  farm.  He  was  eager  to  learn, 
and  spent  all  the  time  possible  during  the  winter  in 
.attendance  at  school.  He  remained  nnder  the 
parental  roof  until  the  age  of  twenty  years,  when 
he  rented  a  farm  near  Brandon,  and  began  life  for 
himself.  In  1881,  he  decided  to  try  his  fortune 
farther  West,  and  therefore  set  out  for  Kansas, 
traveling  by  team.  He  crossed  the  Missouri  River 
at  Nebraska  City,  and  journeyed  westward  as  far 
as  Republic  County.  There  he  rented  land  for  four 
years,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time,  he  pur- 
chased the  land  which  he  now  occupies,  and  be- 
came a  resident  of  this  county.  He  devotes  his 
attention  mainly  to  the  cultivation  of  corn  and  the 
raising  of  stock.  He  cultivates  seventj'-five  acres 
adjoining  his  own  land,  and  plants  the  whole  to 
corn.  He  raises  graded  cattle,  Poland-China  hogs 
and  mules.  He  keeps  eighteen  head  of  cattle,  five 
of  mules,  and  three  he.ad  of  horses  in  addition  to 
the  two  teams  which  he  works. 

In  Benton  County,  Iowa,  in  the  year  1874,  the 
rites  of  wedlock  were  celebrated  between  our  sub- 
ject and  Miss  Sarah  A.  Sherman.     This   estimable 
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young  lady  was  boin  in  Illinois.  Mr.  and  Mis. 
Bytiekl  have  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  eight  in- 
teresting children  :  Frank,  Freddie,  "William,  Ro- 
setta,  Gertie  M.,  Nettie,  Lillie  B.,and  Charles. 

Mr.  Byfield  is  numbered  in  t'le  ranks  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  whose  principles  he  believes  best 
adapted  to  the  upbuilding  of  our  great  Nation.  He 
belongs  to  the  Society  of  Friends  at  Pleasant  View, 
and  is  Treasurer  of  the  .Sunday  school.  A  man  of 
high  principles  and  kindly  manners.  Mr.  Byfield  is 
entitled  to  the  place  he  holds  in  the  esteem  of  the 
comnuinilj'. 


JAMES  W.  HAM,  the  well-known  grocer  at 
the  corner  of  Court  and  Fifth  streets.  Clay 
Center,  came  to  Kansas  and  Clay  County, 
three  and  one-half  years  since,  and  is  con- 
tributing his  quota  to  the  business  interests  of  his 
adopted  town.  He  is  an  lUinoisan,  having  been 
born  in  Jacksonville,  that  State,  Oct.  27,  1845. 
Seven  years  later  his  parents  removed  to  Decatur, 
111.,  where  he  completed  his  education  in  the  High 
School,  and  at  the  age  of  seventeen  became  the 
traveling  salesman  of  Benedict,  Hall  it  Co., of  New 
York  City. 

Later,  Mr.  Ham  operated  in  the  interest  of  vari- 
ous leading  business  houses,  including  Dodd,  Brown 
ik  Co.,  of  St.  Louis,  A.  T.  Stewart  &  Co.,  and 
Spencer  Bros.  &  Co.,  of  Cincinnati.  In  January, 
1886,  having  accumulated  some  capital,  he  de- 
cided to  establish  in  business  for  himself.  He 
carries  a  well-selected  stock  of  all  articles  in  his 
line  of  trade,  and  enjoys  the  patronage  of  the  best 
people  of  the  city  of  Clay  Center.  He  is  the 
owner  of  a  fine  farm  in  Clay  County,  and  also  has 
farming  lands  in  other  counties  of  Kansas,  besides 
city  real  estate.  He  lias  never  meddled  much  in 
political  affairs,  i)referring  to  give  his  time  and 
attention  to  his  legitimate  calling. 

In  Jacksonville.  111.,  on  the  7lh  of  Mareli.  18G7, 
before  reaching  the  twenty-second  year  of  his  age, 
Mr.  Ham  was  joined  in  wedlock  with  Miss  S.  E. 
Mansfield,  of  that  city.  They  are  now  the  parents 
of  one  son,  Albert  M.,  wlio  is  the  chief  assistant  of 
his  father  in   the  store.     Mrs.  Ham,  like  her  hus- 


band, is  a  native  of  Jacksonville,  111.,  and  was  born 
July  13,  1849.  Her  parents  were  J.  B.  and  M. 
Mansfield,  natives  of  Kentucky,  and  now  living  in 
Franklin,  111.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ham  are  members  in 
good  standing  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
with  which  the  former  has  been  connected  for 
nearly  twenty-five  j^ears,  and  in  which  he  is  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Stewards.  Since  becoming  a 
voting  citizen,  Mr.  Ham  has  supported  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Republican  party.  He  is  a  member  in 
good  standing  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  being  Colonel  of 
the  first  regiment  of  Kansas.  This  is  the  highest 
office  in  Odd  Fellowship  in  the  State.  He  is  also  a 
K.  of  P. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  John  H.  Ham,  a 
native  of  Frank'in  County,  Ky.,  and  born  Dec.  4, 
1810.  He  emigrated  to  Illinois  when  about  twenty- 
one  years  old,  and  settled  among  the  pioneers  in 
the  southeastern  part  of  Morgan  Count}',  taking 
up  and  improving  a  tract  of  new  land.  In  the 
meantime,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Scott, 
and  subsequently  they  removed  to  Decatur,  where 
the  mother  died,  in  1880,  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight 
years.  John  H.  Ham  departed  this  life  Aug.  8, 
1885.  He  was  a  man  prominent  in  his  community, 
and  one  of  the  early  officials  of  Morgan  County, 
111.  Both  he  and  his  estimable  wife  belonged  to  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

^ll^AYARD  r.  SPRADLING.  It  is  conceded 
jl^  by  the  people  of  Greenleaf  generally,  that 
l^jjjj  this  rising  young  business  man  is  one  of 
^^^=fe=*^'  the  most  popular  members  of  their  social 
circles,  and  he  also  stands  high  in  mercantile 
circles,  in  which  he  has  obtained  a  foothold  solely 
by  his  own  industry  and  enterprise.  He  is  remark- 
ably careful  and  accurate  in  his  business  tr.-ins- 
actions,  and,  personally,  has  that  agreeable  and 
courteous  bearing  which  commends  him  to  both 
friend  and  stranger  alike  as  a  gentlemen  in  the  best 
sense  of  the  term.  He  has  worked  his  way  up  from 
a  modest  position  in  life,  and  has  hosts  of  friends 
who  are  watcliing  his  career  with  kindly  interest. 
The  subject  of  this   sketch  w.as   born    in  Gardner, 
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IlL,  Aug.  28,  1858,  and  is  the  son  of  Levi  Spiad- 
ling,  a  native  of  Indiana.  The  latter  left  the 
lloosier  State  when  quite  j-oung  and  removed  to 
(iiudner.  111.,  when  it  was  little  more  than  a  ham- 
k't.  He  sojourned  there  until  1860,  then  removed 
to  La  Salle  County',  111.,  where  he  resided  until 
1879  and  followed  farming,  then  crossing  the  Mis- 
sissippi, established  himself  in  Greenleaf  Township, 
Washington  County,  this  State,  where  he  still  re- 
sides. Although  having  met  with  some  reverses, 
he  has  accumulated  a  good  property  and  is  a  promi- 
nent man  in  his  community.  I)eing  identified  with 
its  best  interests.  In  religious  belief  he  is  a  Uni- 
versalist,  and.  ijoliticaily,  supports  tiie  Republican 
p;irty. 

INIrs.  Amelia  (Rowe)  Spradling,  the  mother  of 
our  subject,  was  born  in  Illinois,  and  is  still  living. 
Seven  children  comprise  the  parental  family,  and 
tliey  were  named  resi)ectiveh':  William  F.,  Bayard 
T.,  Emor3%  Robert  (t.,  Norah  I.,  Florence  I.  and 
Louie.  Bayard,  the  second  child,  was  reared  on 
the  farm  in  his  native  count}'  until  a  lad  of  fifteen 
j'ears.  and  then  he  began  clerking  in  the  drug  store 
of  C.  F.  AVeston  &  Son,  at  Sheridan,  111.  He  re- 
mained with  this  firm  two  years,  and  then  enter- 
ing the  State  University,  at  Champaign,  111.,  Uiok 
a  regular  course  in  pharmacy,  and  afterward,  going 
to  Chicago,  attended  the  College  of  Pharmacy.  He 
also  engaged  as  a  clerk  in  that  city.  We  next  find 
liiin  in  Greenleaf.  Kan.,  pursuing  his  chosen  calling 
in  an  establishment  of  his  own,  which  he  has  suc- 
cessfully conducted  since  1881. 

A  marriage  ceremony,  performed  on  the  r2th  of 
December,  1883,  in  Sheridan,  111.,  united  the  des- 
tinies of  Bayard  T.  Spradling  and  Miss  Mary  R. 
Miller.  The  wife  of  our  subject  was  born  May  12, 
1861,  in  La  Salle  County,  111.,  and  is  the  daughter 
of  Dyson  and  Harriet  (Millard)  Miller,  who  were 
natives  of  Ohio,  and  are  now  in  Sheridan,  111.  Mrs. 
Spradling  was  carefully  reared,  and  received  a  cul- 
legiate  education.  Of  her  union  with  our  subject 
there  has  been  born  one  child,  a  daughter,  Ethel 
R.,  Feb.  4,  1884.  Mr.  Spradling  is  a  member  in 
good  standing  of  Blue  Lodge  No.  232,  A.  F.  & 
A.  M.,  the  K.  of  P.,  the  Modern  AVoodnien  of 
America  and  the  I'niversalist  Church.  The  little 
farailv  occuiiies  ;ui  attractive   home    in    the  central 


part  of  the  town,  and  enjoys  the  association  of  its 
best  people.  Our  subject  is  one  of  the  oldest  busi- 
ness men  in  the  town  of  Greenleaf,  and  has  mate- 
rially aided  in  tlie  growth  and  piosperity  of  the 
town. 


This  gentleman  is  well 
Ih^j  known  in  Washington  County,  having  been 
ill,  for  many  years  a  preacher   of  the  "Protest- 

ant Methodist  Church,  and  being  the  owner  of  as 
thoroughly  improved  a  farm  as  can  be  found  in 
Haddara  Township,  where  he  resides.  His  estate  of 
200  acres  is  located  on  sections  11  and  12.  It  is 
watered  by  Bowman  Creek,  and  Heat  hedge  fences 
divide  the  land  into  fields  of  convenient  size.  A 
vineyard  of  400  vines,  and  the  finest  apple  orchard 
in  the  county,  consisting  of  400  large  trees,  add  to 
the  beauty  and  remunerativeness  of  the  place.  The 
improvements  include  all;  necessary  barns,  sheds, 
etc.,  and  a  well-designed  house,  36x22. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  Thomas 
Larabee,  a  native  of  New  York  State,  and  a  son  of 
a  Revolutionary  soldier  of  French  descent.  He 
was  a  farmer,  and  a  pioneer  in  the  western  part  of 
tVie  State,  where  he  cleared  his  land.  He  subse- 
quently removed  to  Lake  County,  111.,  where  he 
entered  land  and  again  engaged  in  pioneer  farm 
work.  There  he  subsequently  died.  His  wife  be- 
longed to  the-  Grant  family,  of  which  our  lamented 
Commander-in-Chief  was  a  member.  Thomas  Lar- 
abee was  a  man  six  feet  in  height  and  [iroportion- 
ately  strong. 

Albert  Larabee,  father  of  our  subject,  was  liorn 
in  Erie  County,  N.  Y.,  and  later  resided  on  a  farm 
in  Cattaraugus  County.  He  was  a  carpenter  and 
joiner  by  trade,  and  a  master  mechanic.  As  a  con- 
tractor and  builder,  he  erected  a  number  of  the 
principal  buildings  in  Buffalo.  In  1843,  he  re- 
moved to  Lake  County,  111,,  where  he  entered  land 
in  the  wilderness.  He  worked  at  his  trade  in  In- 
diana and  adjoining  sections,  the  improving  of  the 
farm  devolving  largely  upon  his  family.  Later,  he 
removed  to  Lake  County,  Ind.,  where  he  bought 
land  of  the  Erie  Caunl  Company,  jiaying  for  it  A2 
|)ci-  acre.     In  that  i-ounly  he  cslahllshed  a  home  and 
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made  fine  improvements  upon  his  farm.  He  con- 
tinued engaged  in  tilling  the  soil  there  until  the 
death  of  his  wife.  In  1875,  he  came  to  Kansas, 
having  divided  his  property  among  his  children. 
He  is  now  residing  with  one  of  his  sons,  having 
reached  the  ripe  old  age  of  seventy-eight  years.  He 
was  an  early  member  of  the  Abolition  party,  and 
one  of  the  first  lo  vote  that  ticket.  He  has 
been  a  member  of  the  Protestant  ^lethodist  Church 
for  many  years. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Amy  Scovill.  She  was  of  English  ancestry,  and 
a  daughter  of  Hezekiah  Scovill,  of  New  York  State- 
lier father  was  a  carpenter  and  joiner,  and  also  a 
farmer.  He  died  in  Cattaraugus  County,  N.  Y. 
Mrs.  Larabee  died  in  Lake  County,  Ind.,  in  1872, 
having  been  tiie  mother  of  eleven  children.  They 
are:  our  subject;  Mrs.  Esther  Bonesteel,  of  Mill 
Creek;  Mrs.  Delila  Clark,  of  Hodgeman;  Mrs.  Mary 
E.  Bonesteel,  of  Hodgeman;  Theodore  D.,  of  Had- 
dam  City;  Olivia  Sprague,  of  Hodgeman  County; 
Florence,  now  deceased  ;  Mrs.  Alice  Vincent;  Orson 
of  Hodgeman  County;  Luman  of  Haddam  ;  and  Wil- 
bur, now  deceased. 

The  Rev.  Frank  Larabee  was  born  near  Otto, 
Cattaraugus  Co.,  N.  Y..  Dec.  3,  1833.  His  life  until 
the  age  of  ten  years  was  spent  upon  a  farm  there, 
and  he  attended  the  subscription  schools  of  the 
neighborhood.  In  1844,  his  parents  settled  in 
the  wilderness  of  Lake  County,  111.  The  jonrney 
from  their  Eastern  home  occupied  more  time  than 
would  be  necessary  at  this  date.  From  Buffalo  to 
Racine,  Wis.,  the}'  traveled  by  propeller,  occupying 
one  week  en  route.  From  Racine  to  their  new 
home  they  traveled  by  teams.  Onr  subject  helped 
to  clear  and  improve  the  farm  in  Illinois,  and 
found  his  amusement  in  hunting  the  game  which 
abounded  there,  deer,  wolves,  and  other  wild  ani- 
mals being  numerous.  The  advantages  for  school- 
ing were  very  me.iger.  At  the  age  of  twent}'  years, 
the  family  removed  to  Lake  Count}',  Ind.,  and  it 
was  left  to  him  to  improve  the  farm  there.  He  also 
learned  the  trade  of  a  carpenter  under  his  father's 
tuition. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-three,  our  subject  was  mar- 
ried and  left  the  paternal  lionie,  locating  upon 
forty  acres  of  land  which  he  purcliiised.    That  land 


he  improved,  and  until  1860  was  engaged  in  farm- 
ing upon  it.  He  then,  on  account  of  ill-health, 
started  for  California,  traveling  with  ox-teams.  He 
went  l)v  the  North  Platte  route,  and  was  five  months 
in  making  the  journey.  On  reaching  the  Golden 
State,  he  engaged  in  the  carpenter's  trade.  After 
a  sojourn  of  two  years  on  the  coast,  he  returned 
home  by  the  Isthmus  of  Panama  and  New  York, 
and  again  engaged  in  the  pursuit  of  agriculture. 
In  February,  1864,  he  enlisted  in  Company  E, 
lo5th  Indiana  Infantry,  and  was  mustered  into 
service  at  La  Porte,  Ind.  The  troops  were  sent  to 
Indianapolis,  and  three  weeks  later  to  Kentucky 
and  Tennessee,  to  guard  against  Hood's  raids.  In 
those  border  States  they  remained  until  the  fall. 
Our  subject  was  then  taken  sick,  and  was  sent  home 
on  sick  leave.  He  rejoined  his  regiment  at  Indian- 
apolis, where  he  was  houorablj'  discharged  and 
mustered  out  of  service,  in  July,  1865. 

Returning  to  the  ranks  of  civil  life,  Mr.  Larabee 
bought  a  farm  of  200  acres  in  Porter  County,  Ind. 
He  improved  the  same,  and  continued  farming 
upon  it  until  1874.  He  then  sold  out  and  came 
West  bj'  team,  stopping  at  Fairbury,  Neb.  He 
then  purchased  a  homestead  claim  of  160  acres 
of  land,  and  located  where  he  has  since  resided. 
He  broke  the  soil  and  mproved  the  raw  land, 
and  has  made  of  the  place  what  it  is  to-day — 
one  of  the  best  in  the  vicinity.  Mr.  Larabee  is 
now  breaking  forty  acres  of  prairie,  making  his 
present  landed  estate  200  acres.  In  addition  to 
general  farming,  he  pays  considerable  attention  to 
stock-raising,  including  mules  and  graded  horses. 
He  keeps  four  teams  for  use  upon  the  farm. 

In  1877,  Mr.  Larrabee  began  his  work  in  the 
ministry,  taking  up  the  role  of  a  local  preacher. 
Two  years  later  he  was  ordained  in  the  Protestant 
Methodist  Church,  and  took  charge  at  Haddam.  Of 
it  he  retained  the  pastorate  until  1885,  when  he 
took  charge  of  Tainter  Mission  work.  He  estab- 
lished three  churches  previous  to  his  retirement,  in 
1889.  He  was  the  organizer  of  the  Circuit,  and  is 
a  member  of  the  Conference. 

In  Lake  County,  Ind..  in  November,  1846,  Mr. 
Larabee  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Elizabeth 
Clark.  She  was  born  in  Cattaraugus  Count}',  N.  Y.,' 
and  her  parents  were  pioneer  settlers  of  Wisconsin 
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and  Indiana.  She  is  a  ladj'  of  marked  intelligence 
and  culture,  having  been  educated  for  the  profes- 
sion of  teaching.  She  has  borne  her  husband  two 
children,  and  they  have  also  an  adopted  daughter. 
Their  own  daughter,  Lois,  is  the  wife  of  William 
Konully,  who  is  engaged  in  the  livery  business  in 
lladdara.  She  has  three  children^Morris,  Milfred 
and  an  infant  yet  unnamed.  The  only  son,  Al- 
bert, resides  at  home.  The  ado|)ted  daughter,  Ida 
yi..  is  the  wife  of  Jerome  Fox,  of  Republic  Countj% 
Kan. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Larabee  does  not  aspire  to  public 
office.  He  has  repeatedly  been  tendered  the  ofiice 
of  Justice  of  the  Peace,  but  did  not  accept.  He 
has  been  School  Treasurer  since  the  district  was 
organized.  The  schoolhouse  is  located  on  his  farm, 
he  having  donated  one  and  a  half  acres  for  its 
grounds.  He  has  also  given  one  acre  to  be  used  as 
a  burial  ground.  His  generosity  has  also  been  ex- 
hiliited  in  donations  toward  the  building  of  the 
church,  in  which  work  he  is  one  of  the  leaders.  He 
is  a  Class-Leader  in  the  Protestant  Methodist 
Church,  and  has  held  every  office  therein,  that  of 
ordained  Elder  being  the  highest.  Mr.  Larabee  is 
iu  sympathy  with  the  principles  of  the  Republican 
party,  and  gives  his  voice  and  vote  in  their  sup- 
port.    He  has  twice  served    upon  the  Graml  Jury. 


J  I  AMES  PUGH.  of  Grant  Township,  put  up, 
I  and  now  occupies  the  first  frame  house  wliicli 
I  was  built  within  its  limits.  It  stands  on 
'  section  HI,  and  was  built  of  native  lumber, 
cut  and  sawed  at  Haddam.  of  Hackberry  oak  and 
elm.  The  building  has  been  weatherboarded  and  re- 
sliiugled.  but  otherwise  is  firm  as  when  erected.  Be 
longing  to  it  is  a  farm  of  160  acres,  with  110  acres 
under  the  plow.  There  are  several  acres  planted 
in  Cottonwood  trees,  which  serve  as  a  shade  and 
windbreak,  and  the  proprietor  has  an  orchard  of 
200  apple  trees,  many  of  which  are  in  fine,  bearing 
condition.  There  are  other  choice  fruits  upon  the 
place,  including  grapes,  plums  and  peaches,  in 
abundance.  The  farm  is  mostly  enclosed  with 
hedue  ;uid  wire  fencint;-,  which  gives  it  a  ver\-  neat 


appearance.  Mr.  Pugh  avails  himself  of  first-class 
machinery  in  the  cultivation  of  his  land,  and  a 
windmill  placed  four  years  since,  raises  water  from 
a  i;S0-foot  well,  conveying  it  to  whatever  point 
required.  The  other  farm  buildings  include  a  sub- 
stantial barn,  a  good  granary,  corn-cribs,  sheds, 
etc.  The  farm  with  its  appurtenances  is  repre- 
sented by  a  view  elsewhere  in  this  work,  and  is  in- 
dicative of  the  perseverance  and  energy  of  the 
proprietor,  who  came  here  a  pioneer,  and  has  made 
for  himself  a  good  record  as  a  man   and  a  citizen. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  a  Western  man,  and 
in  the  prime  of  life,  was  born  in  Marion  County, 
Ind.,  Aug.  30,  1846.  He  crossed  the  Mississippi 
with  his  father  when  a  small  boy,  the  family  set- 
tling in  the  vicinity  of  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  where 
they  lived  until  James  was  about  ten  years  old,  and 
thence  removed  to  Nodaway  C'ount\',  Mo.  There 
our  subject  completed  a  common-school  education, 
and  worked  with  his  father  on  the  farm  until  a 
youth  of  eighteen  years.  Then,  in  1864.  the  Civil 
War  being  in  progress,  he  entered  the  I'nion  army 
as  a  member  of  Company  K,  43d  Missouri  Infan- 
try. His  father  and  two  brothers,  William  and 
George,  were  also  in  the  Union  Army,  the  latter 
three  serving  three  years.  James  enlisted  for  one 
year,  and  at  the  expiration  of  that  time,  received 
his  honorable  discharge.  His  time  had  mostly 
been  employed  in  fcllowing  up  the  bushwhackeis 
of  Missouri. 

Upon  leaving  the  service.  Mr.  Pugh  went  -out 
West,"  and  entered  the  employ  of  Col.  Fielding 
Burns,  driving  cattle  across  the  plains.  Upon  the 
first  trip  out  he  was  snowed  under  near  Ft.  L.arned, 
when  about  180  head  of  cattle  perished.  Thev 
started  out  with  a  company  of  twenty-six  men. 
only  five  of  whom  remained  in  that  region  during 
the  winter.  Mr.  Pugh  being  one  of  these — and  took 
care  of  such  property  as  was  left.  In  the  spring  a 
fresh  supi)ly  of  cattle  and  men  were  gotten  together, 
and  the  train  proceeded  to  Ft  Union,  New  Mexico. 
Their  mission  accomplished,  they  returned  to  head- 
quarters, and  then  Mr.  Pugh  set  out  from  Nebraska 
City  to  Ft.  Laramie,  and  returned  by  the  North 
Platte.  His  third  expedition  was  to  Ft.  Phil  Keai-- 
iiey.  and  thence  he  returned  to  .lulesburLT.  Ho  re- 
peated this    process   ihiriiig  the  winter  of    l>S68-Gi), 
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repairing  finally  to  Ft.  C.  F.  Smith.  That  season 
was  a  very  severe  one,  and  numbers  of  botli  men, 
mules  and  cattle  succumbed  to  the  elements.  Mr. 
Pugh  this  time  officiated  as  wagon  boss  in  the  em- 
ploy of  Wells,  Fargo  &  Co.  We  next  find  him  in 
Cheyenne,  where  he  operated  as  a  herder  for  the 
above-mentioned  compau^-.  The  Indians  were  very 
troublesome,  stealing  horses,  and  committing  all 
sorts  of  depredations.  Mr.  Pugh  occupied  himself 
in  this  manner  until  the  fall  of  1868,  then  repairing 
to  Page  County,  Iowa,  worked  on  a  farm  there  two 
years,  and  thence  came  to  Washington  County, 
Kan. 

On  the  10th  of  November,  1870,  Mr.  Pugh  pur- 
chased the  homestead  which  he  now  owns  and  occu- 
pies, paying  therefor  $-20.  He  lived  upon  it  keeping 
bachelor's  hall  eighteen  months  and  on  the  21st  of 
March,  1872,  he  secured  unto  himself  a  wife  and 
helpmate,  being  married  to  Miss  Margaret  J., 
daughter  of  Samuel  and  Margaret  J.  (Frame)  Elder. 
The  young  couple  went  to  housekeeping  in  the 
structure  that  still  shelters  their  heads,  allusion  to 
wliieh  has  already  been  made.  They  are  now  the 
parents  of  eight  children,  all  living,  healthy  and 
bright,  and  which  form  a  group  of  which  they  may 
be  pardonably  proud.  Thej^  are  name<l  respec- 
tively, Minerva,  Malinda  Ellen,  Martha  Jane,  Ma- 
rietta, .Samuel  E.,  James  Arland,  Myrtle  Daisy,  and 
Mabel  Carrie.  Mr.  Pugh,  politically,  votes  the 
straight  Republican  ticket,  and  is  a  warm  defender 
of  the  principles  of  his  party.  Mrs.  Pugh  and  her 
two  eldest  daughters  belong  to  the  Quaker  Church. 

Samuel  Elder,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Pugli,  was  born 
in  the  city  of  Belfast,  County  Antrim,  Ireland,  of 
Scotch-Irish  ancestry  of  the  strongest  Protestant 
type.  He  married  his  wife,  Miss  Margaret  J. 
Frame,  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and  after  the  birth  of 
their  first  child,  Margaret  J.,  they  removed  to  Illi- 
nois, settling  in  Henry  Count}',  where  thej'  so- 
journed until  she  was  eleven  years  old.  Then  selling 
cut,  they  came,  in  June,  1866,  to  Republic  County, 
this  State,  taking  up  a  homestead  claim  near  wiiat 
is  now  Ajenda  post-oflice,  where  the}'  still  reside. 
Of  the  six  chiUlren  boin  to  tlicm.  but  two  are  liv- 

Mr.  Ehlcr.  in  ISlu.  siiwimI  live  Inishels  of  wiieat, 
harvested  it  with  ;i  case   knil'i'.   Uircshcd    it  over   a 


barrel,  and  then  had  five  bushels  still.  He  took  it 
to  Waterville  to  be  ground  after  the  fashion  of  corn 
meal,  as  the  mill  lacked  a  flour  burr.  This  trip  was 
repeated  several  times  upon  subsequent  occasions, 
and  sometimes  Mr.  Elder  took  his  grist  to  Hanover 
or  Clay  Center.  Later  he  went  to  Marks'  Mill. 
Neb.,  and  to  Rose  Creek,  where  wheat  and  corn  was 
still  ground  in  the  first-mentioned  primitive  fash- 
ion. Many  were  the  contrivances  of  which  the 
pioneers  availed  themselves  in  those  early  days,  and 
which  the  people  of  the  present  generation  would 
look  upon  with  doubt  as  to  the  possibility  of  sur- 
viving under  such  circumstances.  Patience  and 
perseverance,  however,  jnet  in  time  with  their  re- 
ward, and  the  Elder  family,  like  scores  of  others, 
emerged  from  their  difficulties,  and  had  the  satis- 
faction of  finding  themselves  comfortabl.y  situated 
in  life  amid  modern  surroundings  and[conveniences. 

^ ^^ '^ 


^^NTHONY  JONES,  dealer  in  lumber  and 
(@/lIII     builder's      supplies,     Linn,      Washington 

11  la  County,  is  one  of  the  most  substantial  and 
(^  respected  citizens  of  that  place.  He  carries 

a  full,  line  of  plain  and  dressed  lumber,  siiingles, 
lath,  liair,  cement  and  other  building  materials,  and 
is  doing  a  large  business. 

JMr.  Jones  was  born  in  Mahaska  County,  Iowa, 
twelve  miles  west  of  Oskaloosa,  Sept.  13,  1845. 
Ilis  parents  were  Joseph  and  Margaret  (Cavender) 
Jones,  natives  respectively  of  Pennsylvania  and 
Ohio.  They  removed  to  Iowa  in  the  spring  of 
1845,  and  there  the  father  died  in  1862.  The  pa- 
rental family  consisted  of  eleven  children,  five  of 
whom  now  survive.  They  are  Parke,  Edward, 
Amos,  Theodate  (now  Mrs.  Eulianks),  and  our 
subject. 

The  gentleman  of  wliom  we  write,  was  reared  in 
his  native  State  and  count}',  and  there  received  his 
education  in  the  common  schools.  During  the  late 
C'ivil  War  he  was  engaged  in  the  service  of  the 
Union  for  a  period  of  twenty-two  months.  Ilis 
name  was  attaclied  to  tlie  muster-roll  of  Co.  1)., 
36  Iowa  Infantry.  He  participated  in  the  battles 
at  the  Little  Missouri  River  and  Murks'  Mills.     At 


^ 
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o^^  ^   '^^t^^  cJ^  fyc^c/x^ 
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the  latter  place  the  entire  brigade  was  captured,  and 
JMr.  Jones  spent  ten  mouths  of  eonlinement  as  a 
prisoner  in  Camp  Ford,  Texas.  At  the  expiration 
of  tliat  time  an  exchange  was  effected  and  onr  sub- 
ject with  his  comrades,  returned  toliis  duties.  He 
returned  to  civil  life  only  on  the  cessation  of  hos- 
tilities, having  won  the  record  of  afaitliful  young 
patriot,  and  an  efllcieut  soldier. 

Wiien  mustered  out  of  tlie  service,  Mr.  .lones 
engaged  in  farming  in  liis  native  county,  and  re- 
mained a  resident  there  until  1872.  He  then  came 
to  this  county  and  selected  a  location  five  miles 
nortliwest  of  where  Linn  now  stands.  There  he 
liled  on  a  liomestead  of  160  acres  and  i>pened  up  a 
farm.  After  securing  his  liomestead.  lie  tradrd  it 
for  land  in  Missouri.  This  he  exchanged  for  land 
two  miles  east  of  Linn  where  he  carried  on  tlie 
work  of  an  agriculturist  for  two  years.  In  April, 
188.3,  he  embarked  in  his  present  occupation. 

On  the  second  day  of  January,  1870,  Mr.  Jones 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  iMary  M.  Kelley. 
This  estimable  young  lady,  is  a  daughter  of  John 
ICelley.  now  deceased.  The  union  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Jones  h.as  residted  in  the  birth  of  four  cliil- 
dren.  They  are  named  respectively,  Sylvester. 
Ernest,  Eva  M.  and  Myrtie  B.  All  are  at  home  and 
deriving  all  the  advantages  possible  from  the  schools 
of  a  Slate  whose  educational  system  ranks  high. 

Mr.  Jones  belongs  to  the  social  orders  of  the 
G.  A.  R.  and  Masons.  He  is  a  Republican  in 
principles,  and  gives  his  voice  and  vote  to  the  can- 
didates of  the  party  be  belives  to  be  the  best.  Of 
unassuming  manners,  good  business  capacity  and 
fine  moral  principles,  Mr.  Jones  holds  high  rank 
among  the  citizens  of  Linn  and  the  surrounding 
(■f)uutrv. 


«^  AUON  SOUTHWICK.  It  is  .always  iutcr- 
(@^l[    osling   to    read    the    history  of    the    early 

11  ii\  pioneers  who  have  braved  dangers  and 
^  hardships    inexpressible,  in  order  to  open 

up  the  wilderness  to  the  advancing  army  of  civiliza- 
tion and  have  succeeded  in  their  worthy  efforts. 
Particularly  interesting  are  the  records  of  the  lives 
and  works  of  those  men  who  have  come  to  Kansas 
in    its   early  settlement  and  have  improved  the  raw 


land,  opening  up  roads  where  once  wiis  only  the 
trackless  prairie  and  building  for  themselves  com- 
fortable homes  wherein  to  pass  their  declining  years. 
To  the  residents  of  Riley  County,  the  name  which 
introdnces  this  sketch  represents  a  man  who  for 
move  than  twenty  years  has  been  closely  identified 
with  the  growth  of  their  community',  and  whose 
life  is  inseparably  interwoven  with  that  of  the 
county.  In  connection  with  his  biographical  sketch 
we  also  present  on  another  page  a  portrait  of  Mr. 
Southwick. 

The  scion  of  a  good  old  English  family,  our  sub- 
ject traces  his  ancestry  back  to  Lawrence  and  Cas- 
sandra Southwick,  who  left  England  about  the  yeai' 
1G80,  and  crossing  the  Atlantic,  settled  near  Salem 
in  Massachusetts.  About  this  time  the  (^uakei- 
inhabitants  of  the  Bay  State  were  suffering  from 
the  persecutions  of  those  of  other  religions,  and 
for  affiliating  with  this  despised  sect,  Lawrence 
Southwick  and  his  wife  were  banished  among  the 
Indians  and  doomed  to  a  life  of  exposure.  hardshi|) 
and  privations  among  hostile  tribes,  and  at  last 
perished  among  strangers.  They  left  two  children 
who,  according  to  the  heartless  laws  of  Colonial 
times,  were  condemned  by  the  Government  to  be 
transported  to  the  Barbadoes  and  sold  into  slavery. 
Let  it  be  recorded  that  no  sea  captain  could  be 
found  who  was  willing  to  execute  the  sentence. 

The  immediate  ancestors  of  Mr.  .Southwick.  were 
George  and  Louisa  (Tenny)  Southwick,  natives  of 
Massachusetts,  and  to  them  our  subject  was  born 
in  the  town  of  Dauby,  Bennington  Co.,  Vt.,  March 
8,  1830.  When  he  was  four  years  of  age  his  jjar- 
ents  removed  to  Erie  County.  N.  Y.,  where  they 
resided  for  a  period  of  four  years.  Them-e  they 
removed  to  Northern  Ohio,  when  that  State  was 
being  settled  and  when  the  "star  of  Empire"  was  in 
its  Westward  course,  hovering  over  its  valleys  and 
rivers,  though  it  shone  with  only  a  feeble  light,  and 
the  future  progress  and  growth  of  those  wild  lands 
could  be  only  dimly  discerned.  In  Ohio  they  re- 
mained fifteen  years,  and  our  subject  received  what 
was  in  those  times  considered  a  siilendid  education, 
and  which  he  has  since  supplemented  by  an  exten- 
sive course  of  reading.  After  attaining  the  rudi- 
ments of  his  education  in  the  common  schools  of 
the   district,  he   was  a  student   at  the  Higli   School 
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of  JIaiisSeld,  Richland  Counly,  and  later  attended 
the  Vermillion  Institute  in  Ha}'sville,  Asiiland  Co.. 
Ohio.  He  was  a  successful  teacher,  in  which  profes- 
sion he  was  engaged  for  thirteen  terms,  some  being 
taught  in  Ohio,  others  in  Michigan  and  Kansas. 

In  1853  Mr.  Southwiek  went  to  Michigan,  and 
engaged  in  farming  in  Richland.  Kalamazoo  County, 
for  a  number  of  years.  While  a  resident  of  tills 
State  he  was  united  in  marriage,  April  18,  1858, 
with  Miss  Annette  E.  Fairbanks,  and  to  them  five 
ciiildren  have  been  born,  namely:  George  W., 
Charles  A.,  James  J.,  Nettie  A.  and  Ernest  A.  In 
1869  Mr.  Southwiek,  accompanied  by  his  family, 
located  in  Kansas,  settling  in  what  was  then  Milford 
Township,  Riley  County,  where  he  engaged  in  ag- 
ricultural pursuits.  In  1870,  in  connection  with 
several  prominent  citizens,  Mr.  Southwiek  organ- 
ized the  Union  Town  Companj%  of  which  he  was 
chosen  Trustee  and  Secretary.  The  company  bought 
land  and  laid  out  the  town  of  Union,  commonly 
known  as  Riley  Center.  That  same  year  a  post- 
office  was  established  in  the  new  town,  and  our  sub- 
ject was  appointed  Postmaster.  His  commission 
was  dated  May  16,  1870. 

After  purchasing,  in  the  autumn  of  1879,  a  half- 
interest  in  the  Indrqxndeiit,  a  paper  published  in 
Riley  Center,  by  his  son,  C.  A.  Southwiek,  and 
M.  L.  Sears,  Mr.  Southwiek  assisted  in  editing  and 
publishing  the  same  for  more  than  three  years, 
when,  on  account  of  poor  health,  he  sold  his  inter- 
est and  retired  from  the  business.  The  Chicago, 
Kansas  &  Nebraska  Railway  Company,  in  1887. 
built  their  line  of  railway  through  Riley  Center,  and 
in  order  to  assist  in  furnishing  sutHcient  land  to  lay 
out  a  generous  town  site.  Mr.  Southwiek  sold  the 
larger  part  of  his  farm  to  the  Riley  Town  &  Invest- 
ment Company,  reserving  four  acres  in  the  lieart 
of  the  town,  and  there  he  makes  his  home. 

OLIVER  NORMAN,  a  prominent  member  of 
the  farming  community  of  Garfield  Town- 
ship,  first  set  foot  ui)on  the  soil  of  Kansas  in, 

February,  1875,  and  soon  afterward  purchased  his 
present  farm  of  160  acres.  For  this  he  paid  the 
sum  of  $500,  money  that  he  had  earned  woikin"  on 


the  railroad.  This  took  about  all  of  his  ready  capi- 
tal, and  after  breaking  twenty  acres  he  again  went 
to  work  by  the  montli,  and  thus  labored  about 
three  years.  At  the  expiration  of  this  time  he  re- 
turned to  his  undeveloped  farm  and  made  a  little  rock 
basement,  14x16  feet,  over  which  he  put  a  roof  and 
kept  bachelor's  hall  in  this  about  tiiree  years.  Then, 
having  accumulated  the  necessary  means,  he  built 
upon  this  basement  a  good  frame  house. 

Having  thus  wisely  laid  the  foundation  f)f  a  home, 
Mr.  Norman  proceeded  to  secure  for  himself  a 
wife  and  helpmate,  being  married.  Jan.  27,  1882 
to  Miss  Carrie  Erickson.  The  j-oung  couple  began 
life  together  in  a  manner  far  more  comfortable  than 
many  of  their  neighbors  about  them,  but  the  fol- 
lowing summer  they  met  with  a  great  misfortune, 
lightning  striking  their  dwelling,  and  it  was  burned 
to  the  ground.  Mr.  Norman,  however,  did  not 
allow  himself  to  be  discouraged,  but  that  same 
summer  put  up  a  part  of  his  present  dwelling,  and 
two  years  later  built  the  addition  and  now  has  a 
neat  and  substantial  residence,  besides  bringing  his 
farm  to  a  good  state  of  cultivation.  He  has  past- 
ure lands,  meadow  and  timber,  with  a  good  stable, 
corn-cribs  and  other  outbuildings.  The  household 
circle  now  includes  two  bright  children:  Anna, 
born  Jan.  25,  1883,  and  Josephine,  Sept.  22,  1885. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Norman  are  members  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church,  and  hold  a  good  position 
socially  in  their  community. 

Oliver  Norman  was  born  May  5,  1842,  in  the 
northern  part  of  Sweden  and  ihei'e  reared  upon  a 
farm,  acquiring  his  education  in  a  country  school. 
His  parents,  Olaf  and  Mattie  Erick  Norman,  as  far 
back  as  is  known,  were  of  Swedish  ancestrj'  and 
members  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  They  spent 
their  entire  lives  in  their  native  land,  the  father 
dying  in  October,  1877,  at  the  age  of  seventy-four 
years,  and  the  mother  Aug.  15,  1889,  aged  eightj-- 
one.  Their  family  consisted  of  six  children,  three 
living. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  left  his  old  home  on 
the  13th  of  May,  1868,  and  a  few  days  later  sailed 
for  America,  landing  in  New  York  City  about  the 
10th  of  June.  Thence  he  proceeded  directly  to 
Eastern  Illinois,  where  he  worked  about  one  year 
by  the  d:iy  and  the  month,  and  then  going  to  Iowa 
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was  employed  on  the  railioad.  We  next  find  him 
in  Giiinrly  County,  Mo.,  where  lie  was  employed 
on  a  railroad,  and  whence  he  came  to  Kansas  in  the 
early  part  of  187.5.  His  career  h.as  been  signalized 
chiefly  by  great  industry  and  economy,  while  as  a 
peaceable  and  law-abiding  citizen  he  has  set  an 
example  wortliy  of  emulation  by  those  around 
him.  He  does  not  meddle  any  with  political  affairs 
except  upon  occasions  of  general  elections  when  he 
casts  his  vote  with  the  Union  Labor  partj'. 


OHN  NEWTON.  Those  who  can  boast  of 
a  pioneership  on  the  Kansas  frontier,  have 
||  had  an  experience  which  tlieir  descendants 
will  never  realize,  at  least  in  this  State,  and 
the  fact  that  it  has  grown  to  be  one  of  the  most 
prosperous  commonwealths  west  of  the  Mississippi 
is  lue  to  the  character  of  the  men  who  first  settled 
within  its  borders.  Among  them  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  stands  prominently  as  having  possessed 
those  qualities  most  needed  in  the  development  of 
the  new  country  to  which  he  came  in  his  prime, 
and  whose  prosperity  he  has  watched  with  the  in- 
terest only  felt  by  the  most  worthy  of  her  adopted 
sons. 

The  career  of  Mr.  Newton  may  be  briefly  sketched 
as  follows  :  He  was  born  in  Morgan  County,  Ohio, 
.Ian.  8,  1817,  and  spent  his  early  years  upon  a  farm. 
His  father,  Nathan  Newton,  was  a  native  of  New 
York  State,  and  during  his  early  manhood  emi- 
grated to  the  wilds  of  Ohio,  settling  in  the  forest 
from  which  he  hewed  out  a  farm.  He  married 
Miss  Catherine  Keith,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, 
who  proved  a  most  faitliful  and  efficient  helpmate, 
assisting  her  husband  during  his  toils  and  struggles, 
and  upholding  him  in  his  worthy  ambitions.  By 
their  u'.iited  efforts,  thej'  constructed  a  comfortable 
home,  and  reared  a  family  of  eight  sons  and  one 
daughter.  They  spent  their  last  days  there,  d3'ing 
in  the  faith  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  of  which 
they  had  been  devoted   members  for    many  years. 

There  are  only  four  survivors  of  the  children 
above-mentioned,  of  whom  .Tohn  Newton  was  the 
second  in  order  of  liirtli.     He  studied  his  lirsl    les- 


sons in  a  log  schoolhouse,  in  the  Buckeye  State, 
this  building  being  finished  with  a  puncheon  floor 
and  window  panes  of  greased  paper.  A  large  fire- 
place extended  nearly  across  one  end  of  the  build- 
ing, and  a  chimney  was  built  outside  of  earth  and 
sticks.  The  seats  were  likewise  made  of  puncheon, 
supported  by  rude  wooden  pegs.  The  system  of 
instruction  corresponded  with  the  style  of  the  tem- 
ple of  learning,  but  amid  those  scenes  and  suiround- 
ings  young  Newton  developed  into  a  vigorous  and 
healthful  manhood,  trained  to  habits  of  industry 
and  imbued  with  sentiments  of  honor. 

In  Ohio,  Feb.  2,  185-2,  John  Newton  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Esther,  daughter  of  Phillip 
and  Susannah  Kepple,  and  who  was  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania.  Soon  afterward  Mr.  Newton  pur- 
chased forty  acres  of  timber  land,  to  which  he  later 
added  forty  more,  and  cleared  the  whole,  making  a 
good  farm.  Here  his  eight  children  were  born, 
being  named  respectively  :  Mary  A.,  Julia  A..  Mar- 
garet J.,  Benjamin  F. ;  John  C.  and  Catlierine  (both 
deceased);  Oreal  W.  and  Henry  O. 

Continuing  to  live  in  Ohio  until  1862,  Mr.  New- 
ton then  decided  upon  a  change  of  location,  and 
set  out  with  his  family  overland  by  wagon  to  De 
Kalb  County,  III.  He  purchased  a  farm,  and  lived 
there  until  1870,  then  selling  out,  he  came  to  Clay 
County,  Kan.,  and  homesteaded  160  acres  of  land 
in  Goshen  Township,  this  now  being  occupied  b}- 
his  sons — Benjamin  F.  and  Heni-y  O.  He  sojourned 
thereuntil  the  spring  of  1886,  then  retiring  from 
.active  labor,  removed  to  Washington  County. 
There  Mrs.  Newton  departed  this  life,  Ma^-  21, 
1888,  at  the  age  of  seventy -three  years.  She  was  a 
lady  of  many  excellent  qualities,  and  a  member  in 
good  standing  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
Mr.  Newton  now  makes  his  home  with  his  son  Ben- 
jamin on  the  old  farm. 

Benjamin  F.  Newton  was  born  Dec.  7.  1846,  and 
was  married,  in  Boone  County,  III.,  to  Miss  Sar.ah 
J.,  daughter  of  Heniy  and  Esther  (Carpenter)  Rote, 
and  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  as  were  also  her  par- 
ents. The  latter  removed  to  Illinois  in  1856. 
where  the  mother  died,  in  October.  1886,  after  a 
residence  of  thirty  years  in  Boone  and  DeKalb 
counties.  Mr.  Rote  still  resides  in  Boone  County. 
In  1880,  Benjamin  Newlon  entered  the  ministry  of 
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the  Methodist  Episcopal  Chureli,  with  which  he 
has  since  been  connected,  and  still  preaches  occa- 
sionally. He  preached  one  year  for  the  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Church,  of  the  General  Synod  at  Barnes, 
in  Washington  County.  He  was  principally  instru- 
mental in  the  organization  of  the  Fact  Circuit, 
which  now  embraces  a  membership  of  over  200. 
He  lias  been  a  zealous  worker  in  the  Master's  vine- 
yard, and  lie  also  took  part  in  the  organization  of 
the  order  of  Good  Templars  having  their  lodge  at 
Dimond. 

When  John  Newton  came  to  Kansas,  Goshen 
Township  was  largely  a  wild  prairie,  with  animals 
in  abundance,  including  deer,  wolves  and  a  large 
number  of  antelopes,  besides  jack  rabbits  and  prai- 
rie chickens.  The  wolves  frequently  made  night 
hideous  with  their  howling,  coming  close  to  the 
dwelling.  The  family  first  lived  in  a  dugout  with  a 
hay  roof,  and  the  nearest  market  was  at  the  infant 
towns  of  Clay  Centre  and  Waterville. 

^^;HOMAS  W.  KINCAID.  The  business  in- 
4m^^  terests  of  Clay  County,  and  more  especially 
^^^y  those  of  the  rural  districts,  would  not  be 
well  represented  were  no  mention  made  of  him 
whose  name  heads  this  notice.  He  is  both  a  far- 
mer and  blacksmith,  his  home  being  situated  in 
Bloom  Township,  on  section  36,  where  he  owns  a 
fertile  farm  of  160  acres.  This  estate  was  pur- 
chased by  the  present  owner  in  May,  1881,  and  is 
being  improved  and  brought  to  a  high  state  of 
productiveness.  Mr.  Kincaid  had  previously  been 
a  resident  of  Lincoln  Township, Washington  County, 
where  he  had  homesteaded  a  quarter-section  of 
Government  land  in  1873,  and  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  both  his  employments.  To  this  State 
Mr.  Kincaid  had  come  from  his  birthplace  near 
West  Union,  Adams  Co..  Ohio,  he  having  first  seen 
the  light  May  5,  1833. 

The  grandf.ather  of  our  subject  was  John  Kin- 
caid, a  native  of  Virginia,  and  of  Scotch-Irish 
parentage.  He  was  reared  in  his  native  State,  and 
there  learned  the  niannfacture  of  sickles,  bolls  and 
other  implements    known  lo  nicclianics.      After  his 


marriage  he  moved  to  Ohio,  becoming  a  settler  of 
Adams  County  while  that  section  was  all  unbroken. 
There  he  established  a  shop  and  improved  a  farm, 
which  he  made  his  home  until  he  died  ripe  in 
years.  Thomas  Kincaid,  his  son,  was  born  and 
reared  in  that  county,  and  there  followed  his  occu- 
pation of  farming.  His  death  took  place  when  he 
had  reached  the  age  of  fifty-two  years.  He  had 
been  twice  married,  his  first  wife  being  Miss  Eliza- 
beth McClanehan,  who  was  born  in  Ireland,  and 
when  young  was  brought  to  America  by  her  par- 
ents, who  located  in  Adams  County,  Ohio,  where 
she  and  thej'  died.  She  was  in  middle  life  when 
called  from  earth,  and  had  borne  seven  children, 
our  subject  being  the  youngest  but  one.  and  three 
years  old  when  his  mother  died.  The  second  wife 
of  Mr.  Thomas  Kincaid  was  Nancy  McClanehan,  a 
second  cousin  of  the  former  helpmate.  She  was 
born  in  Ohio  of  Irish  parents,  and  now  lives  on  the 
old  homestead,  having  reached  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty-six  years.  Thomas  Kincaid  and  liotli  his 
wives  belonged  to  the  Presbyterian  Chinch  (old 
school). 

T.  W.  Kincaid,  of  whom  we  write,  received  his 
early  training  from  his  father  and  step-mother,  and 
learned  his  trade  cliiefly  under  Thomas  Dickinson, 
afterward  opening  a  shop  of  his  own  and  since 
doing  business  on  his  own  account.  He  was  united 
in  marriage  in  his  native  count3',  with  Miss  Nancy 
McCormick,  an  estimable  ladj-  of  that  county, 
whose  parents  were  American  born  and  of  Scotch- 
Irish  descent.  Mrs.  Kincaid  died  in  the  Buckeye 
State  in  the  prime  of  life,  leaving  three  children, 
one  of  whom.  Martha  A.,  is  now  deceased;  Samuel 
W.  is  living  in  Ottawa  County,  practicing  his  pro- 
fession of  dentistry;  Mary  is  the  wife  of  John 
Miller,  a  railroad  man,  whose  home  is  in  Las  Vegas, 
New  Mexico. 

Mr.  Kincaid  contracted  a  second  alliance,  the 
bride  being  Miss  Martha  McCreight,  who  was  born 
in  Adams  County,  Ohio,  April  10,  1836.  and  is  a 
daughter  of  William  and  Mary  (McCreight)  Mc- 
Creight. Mrs.  Kincaid's  parents  were  natives  of 
the  same  county  as  their  daughter,  and  lived  and 
died  near  where  the}'  were  born,  the  father  being 
seventy-tiiree  years  old  when  he  dcjiarted  this  life, 
and  the  mother  )>ut    forty-three.     Both  were  mem- 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


lieis  of  the  Initeil  Presbyterian  Cluirch.  The 
iiiand[)areiits  of  Mrs.  Kiucaid  hail  leiiioveil  to  Mie 
Buckeye  State  from  North  Carolina,  and  were  early 
settlers  of  Adams  Count}',  seeing  much  of  the 
horror  of  the  frontier  life,  some  of  their  neigh- 
bors being  tomahawked  by  the  savages.  The 
grandfather  was  a  soldier  of  the  War  of  liS12,  as 
was  also  the  grandfather  of  our  subject.  His 
uncle.  Gen.  John  MeClanehan,  was  killed  at  Ft. 
Donelson;  Jiis  widow  is  living  at  Monmouth,  111. 

'J'o  Mr.  Kincaid  and  his  present  wife  Ave  chil- 
dren have  been  born:  Luella  Jane  is  the  wife  of 
G.  W.  Kulin,  a  farmer  on  section  33.  this  town- 
ship, owning  1()0  acres  of  fine  land  tliere;  William 
Grant,  who  married  S.  Anna  Cox.  lives  on  a  farm 
ill  tlie  Indian  Territory;  .Tolin  N.,  Ormand  E. 
and  Franklin  1>.  are  at  iiome  and  helping  to  carry 
on  the  farm. 

Mr.  Kincaid  casts  his  vole  with  the  I'liion  Labor 
party.  He  is  President  of  the  Bloom  Alliance  at 
Lincoln,  Bloom  Township,  this  State,  and  Chaplain 
of  the  County  Alliance  .Society.  He  and  his  wife 
are  active  members  of  the  United  Presb3'terian 
Church,  and  Mr.  Kincaid  is  Superintendent  of  the 
Sunda3--schooI  at  Idana,  where  the  church  edifice 
of  that  society  is  located.  The  private  character 
and  public  life  of  Mr.  Kincaid  are  above  reproach, 
and  he  is  the  recipient  of  hearty  respect  from  his 
fellow-citizens,  his  wife  sharing  with  him  in  their 
esteem. 


^-^ 


ILLIAM  II.  STFVEXSON,  a  practical 
young  farmer  of  Haddam  Townshii),  owns 
and  operates  eighty  acres  on  section  34. 
where  he  has  been  located  for  the  last  four  years. 
He  conducts  his  farming  operations  with  systematic 
skill  and  has  .already  a  fair  start  on  the  highway  to 
a  competency.  His  home  is  presided  over  by  a 
lady  of  sterling  worth,  and  one  who  illustrates  in 
lier  character  all  the  virtues  of  a  model  wife  and 
mother,  thoroughly  devoted  to  her  home  and  who 
has  been  no  small  encouragement  to  her  iiusbaml  in 
his  worth}'  endeavors. 

Mr.  Stevenson   was   born   near   Perry,  on  Soutli 
Prairie,    Pike  Co..  111.,   on  the   21st   of  January, 


1857,  and  is  consequently  approaching  the  tliirty- 
third  year  of  his  age.  His  early  surroundings  were 
similar  to  those  of  most  farmers'  sons  and  as  soon 
as  old  enough  he  was  taught  to  make  himself  use- 
ful to  his  parents  and  went,  a  barefoot  boy,  to 
school,  mostly  during  the  summer  season.  He  re- 
mained under  the  parental  roof  until  a  youth  of 
nineteen  years  and  being  more  than  ordinarily  am- 
bitious, now  started  out  in  life  for  himself,  engaging 
in  farming  on  rented  land  and  also  operated  his 
father's  farm.  In  due  time  he  inherited  eighty  acres 
of  which  he  retained  ownership  until  1883.  That 
year  he  sold  out  and  in  the  spring  of  1884  removed 
to  Riley  County,  Kan.,  and  purchased  480  acres  of 
land.  Soon  afterward  he  traded  this  for  160  acres 
in  the  vicinity  of  Morganvilie,  Clay  Co.,  Kan., 
upon  which  he  located  and  where  he  instituted 
many  improvements.  He,  however,  found  himself 
in  the  midst  of  a  Swedish  settlement  and  so  in  1885 
sold  out  once  more  and  purchased  his  present  farm 
of  eighty  acres  in  Haddam  Township.  This  was 
little  removed  from  its  primitive  condition  and  he 
has  made  most  of  the  improvements  which  we  to- 
day beliold.  He  has  a  neat  and  substantial  dwel- 
ling, occupying  an  area  of  20x26  feet,  flanked  by  a 
good  stone  barn  and  other  necessary  outbuildings. 
The  land  is  watered  by  Mulberry  Creek  and  there 
is  a  good  supply  of  native  timber.  It  is  mostly 
enclosed  by  wire  fencing  and  has  been  brought  to 
a  good  state  of  cultivation.  It  is  finely  adapted  to 
stock-raising,  of  which  Mr.  Stevenson  makes  a  spec- 
ialty, keeping  good  grades  of  cattle  and  a  fair  num- 
ber of  Poland-China  swine,  usually  shipping  one  car 
load  annually.  He  keeps  about  six  head  of  houses 
of  the  Morgan  and  Clj'desdale  breed  and  uses  two 
teams  in  the  operation  of  his  farm. 

The  6th  of  December,  1883,  marked  an  interest- 
ing epoch  in  the  life  of  our  subject  as  on  that  day 
he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Katie  Dellart, 
who  is  a  native  of  that  county  and  the  daughter  of 
Thomas  B.  Dellart.  one  of  its  earliest  pioneers. 
The  household  circle  now  includes  two  bright  chil- 
dren, both  boys — Alfred  Irving  and  Guy.  Mr. 
Stevenson  does  not  mix  very  much  in  politics  but 
keeps  himself  posted  upon  the  leading  events  of  the 
d.ay  and  gives  his  support  to  the  Democratic  pai-ty. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch   is  the  son  of  John  W. 
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Stevenson,  a  native  of  Hait  County,  Ky.,  and  whose 
father,  a  well-to-rlo  Kentucky  farmer,  died  when 
John  AV.  was  but  four  years  old.  He  was  prominent 
in  the  Masonic  fraternity  of  the  Blue  Grass  State. 
John  W.  remained  .at  the  homestead  until  a  youth 
of  sixteen  years,  then  began  running  on  the  river 
and  in  due  time  rose  to  the  position  of  first  mate 
on  a  ste.amer  plying  from  New  Orleans  to  St.  Louis. 
Later  he  was  employed  on  a  ferry  but  finally  ab.an- 
doned  the  river  and  in  1840  settled  in  Pike  County, 
111.,  where  he  purchased  land  until  he  had  acquired 
.500  acres.  This  he  brought  to  a  good  state  of  cul- 
tivation and  became  prominent  in  his  community 
— one  of  its  leading  men,  socially  and  financially, 
and  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church,  He  spent 
his  last  days  at  the  homestead  in  Pike  County, 
dying  in  1880. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject 
was  Mary  A.  Wilson.  She  was  born  in  New  Hamp- 
shire and  was  the  daughter  of  .Tames  Wilson,  like- 
wise a  native  of  that  State.  Grandfather  Wilson 
emigrated  to  Illinois  in  1830  and  entering  land  in 
Pike  County,  built  up  a  good  homestead  where  he 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  days.  The  mother  is 
still  living  there  and  is  now  sixty-three  years  old. 
To  the  parents  of  our  subject  there  were  born  ten 
children,  viz.:  George  and  Ira,  residents  of  Pike 
Count^^  111.;  Edward,  John  AV..and  two  infants  de- 
ceased;  William  II.,  Charles,  a  resident  of  Brown 
County;  Mary,  Mrs.  Crawford;  Nettie, Mrs.  Rounds, 
the  two  latter  residents  of  Clay  County,  Kan. 


Jj 


KtH-- 


IJ,^  ENRY  SUMP.  The  name  of  this  gentleman 
lf)V  is  widely  and  favorably  known  as  that  of 
'■^^  one  of  the  most  prosperous  and  wealthy 
(^  farmers  of  Swede  Creek  Township.  He 
is  one  of  the  few  whose  life,  socially,  morally  and 
financially,  m.ay  be  counted  a  success  ;  and  in  this 
connection  should  also  bo  mentioned  the  lady  who 
for  many  years  has  been  his  most  efficient  partner 
and  helpmeet,  and  who  possessing  more  than  or- 
dinary intelligence,  has  been  his  chief  "standby" 
during  the  years  in  which  he  has  been  building  up, 


not  only  a  liomestead,  but  a  name.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Sump  commenced  the  journey  of  life  together  in  a 
a  modest  manner,  but  are  now  the  occupants  of  a 
beautiful  home  and  surrounded  by  all  the  comforts 
of  life. 

Mr.  Sump  may  be  usuall}^  found  on  his  fine  farm 
comprising  680  acres  of  land,  160  acres  of  which 
he  purchased  in  the  fall  of  1868  for  the  sum  of 
$1,000.  Soon  afterwards  he  homesteaded  160 
acres,  later  preempted  160  acres  and  final- 
ly purchased  200  acres  near  this.  His  first 
dwelling  was  a  log  house,  and  the  years  which 
followed  were  devoted  to  the  cultivation  and  im- 
provement of  his  land  with  the  result  that  he  has 
one  of  the  finest  estates  in  Rilej'  County.  The 
present  residence  wa«  erected  in  1884.  the  main 
part  being  16x36  feet  in  dimensions  with  awing 
12x16  feet.  The  main  liarn  covers  an  area  of  1  6x74 
feet  and  the  other  outbuildings,  in  point  of  soli- 
dit\-  and  convenience,  fully  correspond  with  the 
substantial  frame  and  stone  residence.  Mr.  Sump 
avails  himself  of  the  most  improved  machinery  in 
the  operations  of  his  land,  including  a  wind  mill 
and  water  tanks,  and  of  late  years  has  been  quite 
extensively  interested  in  live  stock.  He  feeds  usu- 
ally a  car  load  each  of  cattle  and  swine  annually-, 
and  keeps  a  goodly  number  of  draft  horses,  using 
from  three  to  four  teams  in  his  farm  operations. 
His  landed  possessions  comprise  520  acres  on  section 
7  and  160  acres  on  section  14. 

Mr.  Sump  came  to  Riley  County  a  single  man  and 
on  the  7th  of  January,  1869,  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Matilda,  daughter  of  F.  J.  Teske,  the 
latter  of  whom  w.as  a  native  of  Prussia,  and  born 
near  Mt.  Crone,  March  .5,  1818.  During  his  early 
manhood  he  operated  as  a  stage-driver  and  a  mail- 
carrier,  but  afterward  engaged  in  farming,  remain- 
ing a  resident  of  his  native  Kingdom  until  lS.j3. 
That  year  lie  came  alone  to  America  and  in  the 
State  of  Louisiana  was  variously  cmjjloyel  until 
1858.  He  had  been  successful  in  accumulating 
money  and  now  returned  to  Prussia  for  his  family, 
and  upon  coming  back  to  the  United  States  turned 
his  steps  toward  the  Great  West  and  homesteaded 
land  in  Center  Township,  Kan.,  of  which  he  has 
since  been  a  resident.  He  is  now  well-to-do,  being 
the  owner  of  441  acres  of  improved  land  which  is 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


largely  devoted  to  stock  raising,  Blr.  Teske  is 
quite  prominent  in  his  community  and  affiliates 
with  the  Republican  party. 

The  rnaiden  name  of  the  mother  of  Mrs.  Sump 
was  Charlotte  Lahmann.  She  was  a  nati\e  of  the 
same  province  as  her  husband  and  aecomiianied 
her  family  to  America.  She  died  in  Center  Town- 
ship, Riley  Count}-,  in  1869.  There  have  been 
born  to  her  and  her  husband  two  children  only, 
both  daughters — Matilda  and  Mary.  The  latter 
was  married  in  Center  Township,  to  a  Mr.  Smith, 
and  is  now  deceased.  Mrs.  Sump  was  born  in 
Koenigsburg.  Prussia,  Dec.  21,  1844,  and  until  thir- 
teen and  one-half  years  old  attended  school  at  Mt. 
Crone.  She  then  started  to  America  with  her 
[larents.  they  leaving  Hamburg,  Sept.  8,  1858,  on 
the  sailing  vessel  '•  Washington,"  which  three 
months  later  landed  them  in  the  city  of  New  Or- 
leans. Thence  they  journeyed  up  the  Mississippi  and 
Missouri  rivers  to  Leavenworth,  Kan.,  and  Mrs. 
Sump  afterward  completed  her  education  through 
her  own  efforts  and  grew  up  to  an  interesting  and 
attractive  womanhood.  She  takes  a  warm  interest 
in  educational  affairs  and  has  been  the  School 
Treasurer  of  her  district  for  tlie  last  three  years. 

Seven  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Sump  whom  they  named  respectively,  Charlotte, 
Henrj^  Jr.,  Anthony,  Otto,  Albert,  Matilda  and 
Grant.  The  eldest  daughter  is  the  wife  of  William 
Konsey,  a  farmer  of  Center  Township  ;  the  others 
remain  at  home  with  their  parents.  Mr.  Sump, 
politically,  is  a  stanch  Republican,  and  has  been 
Road  Supervisor  one  year.  He  and  his  estimable 
wife  are  members  in  good  standing  of  the  Luther.an 
Church  at  Winkler's  Mills. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Henry  and 
Dora  (Malufius)  Sump,  the  latter  of  whom  spent 
her  entire  life  in  her  native  country.  Henry  Sump, 
Sr.,  was  born  in  the  Duchy  of  Brunswick,  and 
served  a  number  of  years  as  a  soklier.in  the  regular 
army.  He  likewise  operated  as  a  farmer  and  was 
well-to-do.  In  1875  he  came  to  America  and 
lived  for  a  time  with  his  son,  Henry,  Jr.  Later  he 
made  his  home  with  his  daughter,  in  Center  Town- 
ship, where  he  died  in  1886,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
seven  years.  **nly  three  of  the  children  born  to 
him    are    living:  Elizabeth,  ]Mrs.  Tcske   of    Center 


Township;  Henry,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  and 
Dora,  a  resident  of  the  city  of  Bremen,  Germany. 
Henry  was  born  in  Brunswick.  Jan.  17,  1842,  and 
from  the  age  of  seven  years  remained  on  his  fath- 
er's farm  until  a  youth  of  seventeen.  He  then 
worked  a  dairy  farm  one  year,  and  next  repaired  to 
the  city  of  Bremen  and  became  an  office  boy  in  a 
wholesale  establishment  for  three  years.  In  Octo- 
ber, 1864,  he  sailed  for  America  on  the  steamer 
'•  Bremen"  and  landed  in  New  York  City,  eighteen 
days  later,  a  stranger  in  a  strange  land.  He  i)ro- 
ceeded  to  the  city  of  St.  Louis,  where  he  was  var- 
iously employed  but  principally  in  a  brick  yard 
and  sugar  refinery,  until  in  the  fall  of  1868,  when 
he  went  up  the  river  by  a  steamer  to  Kansas  City, 
Mo.,  and  from  there  by  rail  to  Riley  County,  this 
State,  of  which  he  has  since  been  a  resident.  He 
has  performed  no  unimportant  part  in  the  growth 
and  development  of  Riley  County,  and  the  estate 
which  he  hasbuilt  up  is  a  standing  monument  to  the 
solid  worth  of  his  character  and  the  element  of 
perseverance  without  which  success  can  seldom  be 
attained. 


Jl  OHN  SWAN.  The  main  |)oints  in  the  his- 
I  tory  of  this  gentleman  late  a  resident  of 
I  Haddam  Township,  are  essentially  as  fol- 
'  lows :  His  birthplace  was  in  East  Bristol, 
Canada,  and  the  date  thereof  March  15,  1842. 
His  father  was  William  Swan,  a  native  of  Scotland, 
who  emigrated  to  America  and  settling  in  the  Do- 
minion, followed  farming  there  a  few  years,  then 
emigrated  to  Portage  County,  Wis.  Entering  land 
he  farmed  there  until  1863,  then  crossing  the  Mis- 
sissippi established  himself  in  Saline  Count}-,  Kan., 
where  he  homesteaded  land  with  the  intention  of 
opening  up  a  farm  where  he  might  possibly  spend 
many  j-ears  in  peace  and  comfort.  The  next  yeai', 
however,  he  was  taken  ill  and  died.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  a 
stanch  supporter  of  the  Rei)ublican  part}'. 

Mrs.  Jane  (Walker)  Swan,  the  mother  of  our 
subject,  w.as  born  in  the  North  of  Ireland  and  was 
of  Scotch-Irish  descent;    she  departed   this  life  in 
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1855.     John,  of   this  notice,  accoinpiinied   his  par-    | 
ents  in  their  various  removals,  and  was    a  resident   • 
of  Wisconsin    at  the  time  of  the  oiitbreak  of    the   i 
Civil  War.     He  enlisted  in  October,  1861,  in  Com- 
pany B,  14th  Wisconsin  Infantry  and  was  mustered    i 
into  service   at  Madison.     Soon  afterward  he  was   | 
taken  ill,  and   being  rendered  unfit  for  service  re- 
ceived  his  honorable  discharge  in  February,  1862.    [ 
lie  returned  home  and  remained  tliere  until  Novera-    < 
ber,  1863,  then,  being  still  anxious  to  have  a  hand 
in  the  preservation  of  the  Union,  entered  the  ranks 
once  more  as  a  member  of   Companj'  E,  16th  Wis- 
consin Infantry  and  had  the  satisfaction  of  serving 
until  the    close  of  the  war.       He    fought  in   many 
important  battles,  marched  with  Sherman  to  the  sea, 
and  was  mustered  out  at  Louisville,  Ky..  July  12. 
1865. 

I'pon  returning  to  civil  life,  Mr.  Swan  came  west 
of  the  Father  of  Waters  and  engaged  in  driving  a 
stage  over  the  plains,  also  having  charge  of  the 
mail.  He  encountered  many  dangers  and  was  thus 
occupied  until  1867.  In  the  spring  of  that  year 
he  returned  to  Wisconsin,  where  he  was  married 
and  afterward  homesteaded  a  tract  of  land  near 
Cuba,  Republic  Country,  this  State.  For  two  3-ears 
thereafter  the  young  people  lived  in  a  dug-out, 
then  erected  a  log  cabin.  The  nearest  market  was 
Marysville  and  they  for  some  time  were  the  first 
settlers  in  that  region.  Mr.  Swan  effected  good 
improvements  on  his  farm  and  lived  there  ten 
years.  He  and  his  devoted  wife  experienced  all 
the  hardships  and  privations  of  life  on  the  frontier, 
at  a  time  when  wild  game  of  all  kinds  was  plenti- 
ful, including  elk  and  buffalo. 

Upon  leaving  his  farm  Mr.  Swan  established  a 
store  of  general  merchandise  at  Cuba,  the  first  in 
the  place.  In  fact  he  laid  out  the  town  from  a 
portion  of  his  farm  and  was  the  first  postmaster. 
The  office  was  removed  to  the  railroad  station  in 
1884.  Prior  to  this,  however,  in  1877,  Mr.  Swan 
disposed  of  his  property,  and  removing  to  Wash- 
ington engaged  in  the  livery  business  until  187!), 
when  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Haddam.  He 
had  been  troubled  a  large  portion  of  the  time  with 
rheumatism,  contracted  in  the  army.  In  Haddam 
he  put  up  one  of  the  first  store  buildings.  He  had 
acquired  ownership  of  a  large  portion  of  the  origi- 


nal site  of  the  town  and  was  largely  instrumental 
in  advancing  its  business  interests.  He  almost 
gave  away  his  lots  as  an  inducement  for  people  to 
settle  upon  them.  The  enterprise  prospered,  and 
in  due  time  Mr.  Swan  erected  the  opera  house, 
which  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  buildings 
there.  He  probably  did  more  than  any  other  one 
man  in  getting  the  railroad  through  the  place. 

In  1885  on  account  of  ill-health  Mr.  Swan  dis- 
posed of  his  store  and  stock  to  Yoder  Bros,  and 
turned  his  attention  largely  to  the  buying  of  cattle 
and  other  live-stock.  In  1886  he  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  the  St.  Joseph  cigar  manufactory,  with 
which  he  continued  until  May,  1887.  He  was 
taken  ill  while  out  on  the  road,  but  was  able  to 
reach  his  home  in  Haddam.  where  his  death  took 
place  May  11,  1887. 

The  marriage  of  John  Swan  and  Miss  Annie 
Osborne  was  celebrated  at  the  bride's  home  in 
Lanark,  Portage  Co.,  Wis.,  April  25,  1867.  Mrs. 
Swan  was  born  in  New  York  City,  Dec.  18,  1846,  s 
and  is  the  daughter  of  John  and  Ellen  (Golden) 
Osborne,  who  were  natives  of  Ireland  and  both  of 
whom  emigrated  to  America  with  their  res})ective 
parents  when  quite  yonng.  John  Osborne  was 
reared  to  man's  estate  in  New  York  City,  where  he 
engaged  as  ship  chandler.  He  finally  emigrated  to 
Ohio,  settling  in  Ohio  City,  where  he  followed  the 
luni)ber  business  for  tliree  years,  then  engaged  in 
the  grocer3'  trade.  Finally  leaving  the  Buckeye 
State,  he  removed  with  his  family  to  AVisconsiu 
when  Annie  was  a  little  girl  of  nine  years. 
Mr.  Osborne  entered  a  tract  of  land  in  the  vicinity- 
of  Stevens'  Point,  which  he  improved,  putting 
up  a  house  and  instituting  other  comforts  and  con- 
veniences for  his  family.  In  1855,  while  engaged 
in  digging  a  well,  he  received  injuries  which  caused 
his  death  within  an  hour.  He  was  a  Democrat  po- 
litically and  a  Catholic  in  religion. 

Mrs.  Osborne,  like  her  husband,  was  reared  to 
womanhood  in  New  York  Cit^-,  where  they  were 
married.  After  the  death  of  her  husband  she  con- 
tinued on  the  farm,  which  she  managed  suc- 
cessfully until  1879,  then  selling  out  purchased 
|)roperty  in  Plover,  Wis.,  where  she  spent  her  last 
days,  dying  in  1883  at  the  age  of  sixty-three  years. 
She  was  likewise  a  member  of  the  Catholic  Church. 
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The  uiiilil  cliildren  of  the  parental  faniil}*  were 
named  lespectively :  Edward,  now  a  resident  of 
Wisconsin;  Annie,  Mrs.  Swan;  John,  engaged  in  1 
tlie  real  estate  business  in  California;  Ellen,  a  resi- 
dent of  Stevens'  Point,  AVis.;  George,  conducting  | 
;i  vineyard  in  California;  William,  who  is  roaming 
.somewhere  over  the  West;  Adley,  in  Wisconsin; 
and  Mary,  a  resident  of  Stevens'  Point,  Wis.  Ed- 
ward and  John  during  the  Civil  War  served  in  tlie 
loth  Wisconsin  Infantry,  the  latter  being  only  fif- 
teen years  old  when  he  enlisted.  He  was  in  all  the 
battles  of  his  regiment  until  the  close  of  the  wan 
escaping  unharmed.  Edward  was  captured  by  the 
rebels  at  Bull  Run,  and  held  for  nearly  ten  months 
when  he  was  exchanged.  He  had  then  become  so 
weakened  by  ill  usage  and  lack  of  proper  food  that 
lie  was  honorably  discharged  and  sent  home. 
Upon  his  recovery,  however,  he  re-enlisted,  and 
in  an  engagement  fell  mortally  wounded  it  was 
supposed.  He,  however,  recovered,  and  rejoining 
his  regiment  remained  with  it  until  the  close  of 
the  war.  John  served  three  years,  and  after  his 
re-enlistment  was  detailed  as  dispatch  carrier,  being 
entrusted  with  important  communications  and  dis- 
cliarging  his  duly  in  that  faithful  manner  whicii 
gained  him  the  high  approval  of  his  superior  officers. 

Mrs.  Swan  lived  in  New  York  City  until  a  child 
of  five  years,  then  removed  with  her  parents  to 
Ohio.  They  left  the  Buckeye  State  iu  the  summer 
of  1855,  removing  to  Wisconsin,  where  Miss  Annie 
was  reared  on  the  farm  near  Stevens'  Point  and  re- 
ceived a  common  school  education.  From  the 
time  she  was  ten  years  old  she  made  her  own  liv- 
ing, working  out  independently  and  pursuing  that 
womanly  course  which  gained  her  the  respect  of 
all  who  knew  her.  Since  the  death  of  her  husband 
she  has  managed  the  business  with  great  ability. 
Her  residence  is  beautifully  located  one-half  mile 
west  of  town  and  invariably  attracts  the  attention 
of  the  passing  traveler  as  being  a  home  of  more 
tlian  ordinary  comfort.  Besides  this  Mrs.  Swan 
owns  three  store  buildings,  the  Opera  House  block 
and  five  lots.  The  latter  enclose  a  skating-rink 
which  is  duly  patronized  liy  the  young  people  of 
the  place. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S;  an  there  were  born  six  chil- 
dren, the  eldest  of  whom.  Paul,  married  Miss  Flora 


Simpson;  Arthur  conducts  a  billianl  hall  in  llad- 
dam;  William,  Nellie,  Harry  and  Bessie,  are  at 
home  with  their  mother. 

Mrs.  Swan  is  a  member  of  the  Town  Site  Com- 
pany; and  although  believing  in  the  doctrines  of 
the  Christian  religion  she  is  not  identified  with  any 
church  organization.  She  always  sympathized  with 
her  husband  in  his  political  views,  which  were  in 
harmony  with  the  Republican  party.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Town  Council  and  served  .as  a 
School  Director  for  years.  In  Republic  County  he 
held  the  various  township  offices,  and  with  others 
w.as  instrumental  in  laying  out  the  town  site  of 
Belleville,  this  State. 


ERNEST  E.  BENNETT.  Among  the  prom- 
inent and  rising  young  men  of  Washington 
County,  we  may  mention  the  above  named 
gentleman  who  owns  and  occupies  a  fine  farm  on 
section  4,  Farmington  Township.  He  is  a  son  of 
Ellis  L.  and  Amanda  (Bloodgood)  Bennett,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  New  York  State.  There 
they  were  mrfl-ried,  and  settled  in  Otsego  County, 
where  they  still  reside.  They  had  a  family  of 
three  children,  two  sons  and  one  daughter. 

Our  subject  was  the  youngest  member  of  the  pa- 
rental family,  and  w.as  born  in  Maryland,  N.  Y., 
Oct.  11,  1855.  He  was  reared  on  his  father's  farm, 
and  received  his  education  in  the  schools  of  the  vi- 
cinity. When  twenty  years  of  age  he  came  West 
and  spent  sixteen  months  in  visiting  the  Western 
States.  On  his  return  home,  he  remained  under 
the  parental  roof  for  fourteen  months.  He  then 
came  to  Waukee.  Dallas  Count}',  Iowa,  where  he 
•was  united  in  marri.age  with  Miss  Clara  E.  Tomp- 
kins, the  ceremony  taking  place  Sept.  18,  1878. 
Soon  after  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bennett 
settled  in  Decatur  County,  Kan.,  where  they  re- 
mained about  two  years.  They  then  spent  .about  the 
same  length  of  time  in  Leadviile,  Col.  Thence 
they  returned  to  Kansas  in  the  fall  of  1882,  since 
which  time  they  have  been  residents  of  Farmington 
Township. 

Mrs.  Bennett  is  a  daughter  of    Frank  and  Lydia 
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(Saddlemyer)  Torapkins.  Her  father  was  born  in 
Greene  County,  N.  Y.,  and  her  mother  in  Scoharie 
County.  After  their  marriage  ttiey  settled  in 
Otsego  County,  from  thence  removing  to  Jones 
County,  Iowa,  and  later  to  Dallas  County.  They 
subsequently  lived  in  Decatur  County,  Kan.,  then 
in  Colorado  and  finally  settled  in  tliis  county, 
where' they  now  reside.  They  liad  but  one  daugh- 
ter, the  wife  of  our  snbject.  Her  birth  took  place 
Nov.  15,  1858,  in  the  same  town  which  had  been 
her  husband's  birtiiplaee.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bennett 
have  been  born  three  children  :  Carroll,  who  died 
when  somewhat  past  five  years  of  age  ;  Lula  B., 
born  April  8,  1883.  antl  E.  Leslie,  born  Jan.  2, 
1888. 

Mr.  Bennett  is  a  Republican  and  tal<es  an  active 
interest  in  local  politics.  He  has  held  some  of  the 
scliool  offices,  serving  witii  ability.  He  and  his 
wife,  religiously  are  members  of  the  United 
Brethren  Church,  and  of  high  standing.  They  are 
]jooplo  not  only  of  excellent  character,  but  of  ac- 
tive intelligence,  genial  manners  and  social  habits, 
such  as  not  onl}'  win  them  many  friends,  but  give 
them  prominence  and  intluence  in  the    community. 


^/  AWKP:NCE  WEBSTER  BUTLER  holds 
I  (?§<  '•'"!'  •'''"'^  among  the  young  farmers  and 
jlL^  stock  men  of  Washington  County.  He  has 
been  very  successful,  and  though  but  twenty -nine 
years  of  age,  is  already  quite  well-to-do.  He  is 
the  fortunate  owner  of  the  southwest  quarter  of 
section  1,  Haddam  Township,  and  of  sixty-five 
acres  on  section  2.  The  estate  is  well  watered  by 
Bowman  Creek,  and  has  a  good  supply  of  native 
timber.  These  two  points  make  it  a  very  desirable 
location,  and  its  value  has  been  further  enlianced 
by  the  improvements  wliich  have  been  made  by  its 
owner.  He  has  erected  all  necessary  buildings,  set 
out  a  fine  orchard,  lias  the  farm  neatly  fenced  and 
100  acres  under  the  plow.  The  place  is  an  attrac- 
tive home  and  a  handsome  stock  farm. 

Lawrence  W.  Butler,  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  New  Jersey,  and  early  settled  among 
the  (Quakers,  in  Mahoning  County.  Ohio,  where   he 


was  engaged  in  farming.  In  that  county,  John  L. 
Butler,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born.  He 
was  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  and  cleared  a  farm 
of  224  acres  near  Salem.  He  was  also  engaged  in 
dairy  business,  being  the  owner  of  a  cheese  fac- 
tory, which  carried  on  a  large  business.  In  the  fall 
of  1878,  he  sold  his  business  interests  in  Ohio,  and 
came  to  this  State,  locating  near  Sabetha,  Nemaha 
County.  There  he  bought  eighty  acres  of  land 
upon  which  he  engaged  in  grain  and  stock  raising. 
In  1 884  he  sold  his  i^roperty  there  and  removed  to 
this  county,  where  he  purchased  160  acres.  He  has 
the  land  nicelj'  imiiroved  and  is  carrying  on  the 
business  of  dairying  and  stock-raising.  His  wife, 
who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Sarah  French,  was 
also  a  native  of  Mahoning  County,  Oiiio,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Thomas  French,  a  farmer  and  early 
settler  of  the  Buckeye  State.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Butler 
belong  to  the  Friends  Church  at  Pleasant  View, 
and  he  assisted  in  the  building  of  the  edifice  in 
which  the  society  meets.  His  political  views  coin- 
cide with  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party. 
The  parental  familj'  consists  of  three  children  : 
Thomas,  a  stockman  at  Deerfleld,  Ohio,  our  sub- 
ject, and  Meribah  I.,  who  is  engaged  in  teaching  in 
the  schools  of  Haddam. 

The  gentleman  whose  name  initiates  this  notice, 
was  born  near  Salem,  Ohio,  in  1860.  He  was 
reared  upon  a  farm,  but  received  a  moderate  edu- 
cation. He  early  took  part  in  the  work  vf  the 
home  place  and  obtained  a  practical  knowledge  of 
agriculture.  In  1878,  he  came  to  Lawrence,  Kan., 
and  thence  to  Sabetha.  There  he  left  the  parental 
fireside  and  engaged  as  a  farm  hand,  being  in  the 
employ  of  one  man  for  three  yes.rs.  He  then  be- 
gan renting,  and  farming  for  himself,  continuing  to 
till  rented  land  until  1884.  He  then  came  to  this 
countv  and  bought  the  estate  which  he  now  owns, 
paying  110.25  per  acre  for  the  same.  Only  eighteen 
acres  of  the  land  were  broken,  and  its  present  fine 
condition  is  due  to  the  energ}'  of  its  owner.  Mr. 
Butler  raises  about  one  carload  of  Poland-China 
hogs,  per  annum,  and  a  high  grade  of  Mambrino 
roadster  horses.  He  keeps  about  twelve  head,  two 
teams  being  used  upon  tlie  farm,  and  also  carries 
over  thirty  head  of  cattle. 

Mr.  Butler  is  a  Republican  and  has  Ijeen  delegate 
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to  the  county  conventions.  He  is  possesserl  of 
nood  business  habits,  an  education  both  theoretical 
and  i)raetical,  and  liigh  moral  principles.  He  is  in 
ever}'  respect  a  self-made  man  and  entitled  to  the 
high  place  he  holds  in  the  community. 


"inj^^^^^^^iT^i^ 


J  jlj  the  most  prominent  men  of  Riley  County 
(fij^^  and  a  man  of  whom  any  community  m.ay 
well  be  proud,  is  the  man  whose  name  is 
at  the  head  of  this  sketch.  His  f.ilher.  Roger  Chan- 
dler, a  native  of  New  Ipswich,  N.  II..  vvas  one  of 
tlie  original  nianuf  icuin  rs  of  that  State.  He 
was  born  in  1772.  The  mother,  Lydia  (Marsliall) 
Chandler,  was  a  native  of  Chelmsford.  JMats., 
where  she  was  born  in  1774.  Their  marriage 
took  place  in  that  city  and  they  took  up  house- 
keeping In  the  same  town,  and  remained  there 
until  after  the  birth  of  their  second  child.  They 
then  removed  to  New  Hampshire,  and  resided  there 
until  the  death  of  the  father  in  New  Ipswich.  The 
widow  then  removed  to  Shirley.  Mass.,  and  made 
her  home  with  her  son  Henry.  Another  son.  Beth, 
lived  in  the  same  town  and  preached  forty-five  years 
for  a  Unitarian  Church  in  that  place.  Mrs.  Chandler 
died  at  the  age  of  ninetv-three  j'ears,  leaving  her 
memory  to  be  lovingly  cherished  by  her  faithful 
descendants.  They  were  the  parents  of  ten  children, 
of  w'iiom  three  are  still  jogging  along  life's  rugged 
road.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  seventh 
in  order  of  birth,  and  was  ushered  in  this  world  of 
care  on  the  13th  of  .lune,  1814,  in  Mason,  N.  H. 
At  the  tender  age  of  eleven  years,  Daniel  L. 
Chandler  was  bound  out  to  a  farmer  at  Pelham, 
N.  H.,  there  to  remain  until  twenty-one  years  old. 
At  the  expiration  of  that  time  he  was  to  receive 
-Sino  as  payment  for  his  services.  His  guardian  kept 
a  tavern  in  addition  to  the  farm,  but  our  subject 
never  took  a  glass  of  liquor  in  his  life  as  a  beverage, 
which  is  certainly  greatly  to  his  credit  considering 
the  circumstances  in  which  he  was  placed  during 
his  youth.  He  faithfully  served  his  full  time  and 
received  his  money,  then,  leaving  his  employer,  be 
returned  to  New  Ipswich,  where  for  some  time  his 


home  was  in  the  family  of  his  brother  .bim  s.  who 
was  a  prominent  man  in  that  place  and  also  well- 
known  in  MnssMchusi'tts.  i:e  having  enjoyed  the 
unusual  distinction  of  represenlinij  a  district  in 
each  Slate  in  their  respective  Le!ii>l-ituri'S. 

When  twenty-four  years,  old  Mr.  Chandler  went 
to  Shirley  and  bought  a  farm,  wliich  he  operated 
for  twelve  years,  su|)porling  during  that  lime  an 
invalid  brother,  .lolin.  and  his  a<;ed  niolher.  In 
lH.i4  he  turned  his  face  away  from  the  rocky  hill- 
sides cf  his  native  State,  and  set  oiu,  for  the  West- 
ern country.  His  emigr.ition  led  him  ti^  Chicago, 
where  he  com  hided  to  settle.  He  jirocured  work 
in  a  livery  stable  and  remained  there  two  years. 
The  two  years  im:iierliately  preceding  the  journey 
W(S"«aid,  wep!  spent  by  iMr.  Chandler  as  a  Rep- 
roseutalive  of  his  .district  in  the  Massachusetts 
Li'gislaturi',  in  which  capacity  he  made  an  excellent 
record,  and  would  no  doubt  h  ive  risen  to  even 
higher  honors  had  he  cliosrii  to  remain  in  that 
State,  but  his  delermiiialion  was  fixed  to  proceed 
toward  the  boundless  prairies  of  the  new  West;  so, 
bidding  farewell  to  the  scenes  of  his  youth  and 
early  manhood,  he,  as  above  st.ated,  set  out  to  find 
a  new  home  in  the  land  which  his  fancy  portrayed 
in  glowing  colors  of  promise.  After  the  two  years 
already  mentioned  as  being  spent  in  Chicago,  our 
subject,  in  1856,  started  once  more  toward  the 
setting  sun,  going  hy  way  of  Iowa  and  Nebraska 
to  Kansas.  On  reaching  the  latter  State  he  was 
siezed  and  taken  prisoner  by  United  States  troops 
and  marched  to  Topeka.  then  a  str.aggling  frontier 
settlement,  containing  only  two  or  three  houses 
besides  the  tents  and  shanties  of  the  soldiers.  When 
the  party  reached  the  place,  called  b}-  courtesj'  a 
city,  they  were  searched  and  examined  as  to  their 
intentions  by  Gov.  Geary,  who,  finding  them  peace- 
ably inclined,  immediately  ordered  their  release. 
They  departed  forthwith,  and  proceeded  on  their 
way  until  thej'  reached  the  end  of  their  journey — 
the  place  where  Ogden  now  stands. 

The  colony  of  which  our  subject  had  become  a 
member,  prior  to  setting  out  for  Kansas,  consistefl  of 
twenty-four  young  men.  Mr.  Chandler  ami  two 
others  bought  the  Government  sawmill  and  oper- 
ated it  for  the  benefit  of  the  setthrs  for  one  year, 
then  rented  it  out  and  finally  sold  it.     The  settlers 
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were  not  without  their  sliare  of  the  troubles  then 
agitating  Kansas,  but  kept  up  good  heart  and  en- 
couraged one  another  to  persevere  in  their  under- 
talving.  The  present  thriving  city  of  Ogden  is 
ample  proof  that  the^-  were  finally  successful. 

Dr.  Chandler  was  a  delegate  to  the  numerous 
Constitutional  Conventions  at  Topeka  and  Lecomp- 
ton,  and  was  such  an  enthusiastic  champion  of 
what  he  believed  to  be  the  rights  of  his  adopted 
.State,  that  he  cheerfully  accomplished  the  journey 
of  eighty  miles  to  the  meetings  of  the  conventions 
on  foot,  and  when  all  was  over  trudged  home  again 
in  the  same  primitive  waj-.  It  is  to  the  heroic  self- 
sacrifice  of  such  men  that  Kansas  owes  its  dearly 
prized  liberties  and  its  unexampled  prosperity. 
The  Doctor  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Territo- 
rial Legislature  in  Kansas  for  the  term  of  1858-59, 
and  did  yeoman  service  in  the  cause  of  freedom 
and  good  government.  His  life  was  an  eventful 
one  during  the  stir;'ing  times  preceding  the  final 
triumpli  of  the  party  of  law  and  order,'butthe  limits 
of  this  sketch  forbid  more  particular  mention  of 
the  thrilling  scenes  of  which  he  was  a  participant. 
Dr.  Chandler  was  a  personal  acquaintance  of  John 
Brown  when  the  brave  old  hero  lived  at  Osawato- 
raie,  and  was  a  sincere  admirer  of  his  private  char- 
acter, and  a  firm  believer  in  the  rightfulness  and 
expediency  of  the  sturdj'  patriot's  methods  of 
defending  Kansas. 

In  1861,  when  the  Civil  War  broke  out,  the 
Doctor,  true  to  his  country,  enlisted  promptly  in 
her  defence.  His  first  service  was  as  a  member  of 
Company  II,  10th  Kansas  Infantry.  In  1862  he 
joined  the  3d  Cherokee  Regiment,  in  the  Indian 
Territory,  and  was  detailed  as  Hospital  Steward. 
He  also  acted  as  Surgeon  for  the  greater  part  of 
the  time  that  the  war  lasted,  and  the  skillful  man- 
ner in  which  he  performed  his  duty  elicited  the 
admiration  of  all  with  whom  he  had  to  deal.  He 
saw  considerable  service  in  active  duty  outside  of 
his  work  in  the  hospital.  The  battles  of  Cabin 
Creek,  Newtonia.  Mo.,  and  Ft.  Wayne  were  parti- 
cipated in  l)y  him  with  much  credit  to  himself. 
An  incident  of  a  thrilling  but  unique  character,  in 
which  our  subject  figured  as  a  principal,  deserves 
special  mention:  By  the  fortune  of  war  he  was 
employed   to  carry  dispatches  from   the  Cherokee 


camp  to  Gen.  Jim  Lane,  a  service  which  called 
into  play  all  the  courage,  watchfulness  and  coolness 
of  the  experienced  aid-de-camp,  and  was  consid- 
ered too  important  and  hazardous  an  undertaking 
to  be  intrusted  to  any  but  the  bravest  and  finest 
soldier.  Spies  and  roving  bands  of  guerrillas  in- 
fested every  road,  and  were  to  be  met  in  the  most 
unexpected  places  at  almost  anj'  time,  day  or  night, 
but  our  subject  rode  gaily  out  of  camp,  pleased  to 
be  selected  for  such  an  important  service.  Every 
thing  went  well  for  awhile,  when  he  suddenly  dis- 
covered that  he  was  being  followed.  Vividly  his 
mind  pictured  the  consequences  of  being  captured 
by  a  band  of  guerrillas,  earnestly  he  urged  for- 
ward his  foam-flecked  steed,  but  in  spite  of  his 
utmost  exertions  his  pursuers  gained  steadily, 
when,  suddenl}',  pursuers  and  pursued  made  a 
surprising  discovery,  our  hero  was  found  by  the 
troops  bent  on  capturing  him  to  be  a  Union  sol- 
dier, and  the  valiant  band  who  had  so  hotly  chased 
him  proved  to  be  a  body  of  stanch  Unionists 
belonging  to  Col.  Jenuison's  Red  Legs,  who  had 
mistaken  the  Doctor  for  a  rebel.  Another  impor- 
tant service  which  was  well  rendered  by  our  subject 
during  the  war  was  to  go  to  Illinois  and  obtain 
cruits  for  the  company  of  Capt.  Harvey,  a  gallant 
soldier  who  was  afterward  Governor  of  Kansas. 

Upon  the  close  of  the  war  Dr.  Chandler  returned 
home,  where  he  has  since  remained  quietly  pursu- 
ing his  way  and  faithfully  practicing  his  profession. 
He  has  never  married.  He  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Sons  of  Temperance,  an  organization  not  repre- 
sented by  a  lodge  in  Ogden;  is  a  member  of  the 
J.  U.  Parsons  Post,  G.  A.  R..  at  Ogden;  is  also  a 
member  of  the  City  Council  of  Ogden,  and  has 
been  a  member  of  the  School  Board,  Mayor  of  the 
city,  and  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  twelve  years. 
He  has  been  tendered  many  oflJces,  but  cannot  be 
persuaded  to  accept,  contenting  himself  with  his 
place  in  the  Council,  a  position  he  has  held  ever 
since  the  close  of  the  war. 

Dr.  Chandler  was  formerly  an  extensive  land- 
owner, but  has  been  selling  off  his  possessions  till 
at  the  present  time  he  has  the  comparatively  small 
amount  of  160  acies,  which  is  in-  two  bodies,  one 
part  or  farm,  lying  in  Ogden  Township,  and  the 
other  within  one  mile   of  the  State  University  at 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


329 


Lawrence.  Kau.  He  is  pre-eminently  an  American 
in  tliought,  feeling  and  purpose,  and  is  proud  of 
the  fact  tliat  his  ancestors  came  to  this  country 
more  than  200  years  ago,  the  founder  of  the  family 
being  in  this  country  at  Concord.  N.  II.,  as  early 
as  164;). 


EUBEN     VINCENT,   the    present  nominee 
X(       (1889)     for    Treasurer    of      Washington 


lich  means  an  election  ),  is  one 
prominent  men  of  Haddam 
Township,  in  social,  church  and  political  circles. 
Intelligent,  enterprising  and  well-informed,  he  is 
likewise  progressive  and  liberal  in  his  ideas  and  a 
man  ever  ready  to  give  his  time  and  influence  to 
the  measures  calculated  for  the  general  upbuilding 
of  the  community.  At  present  he  prosecutes  farm- 
ing and  stock-raising  successfully,  making  a  spec- 
iality of  fine  horses.  His  property,  comprising  a 
homestead  of  113  acres  in  extent,  is  located  on  sec- 
tion 22  and  gives  evidence  in  .all  its  appointments 
of  the  supervision  conducted  by  one  of  the  most 
intelligent  men  in  this  region. 

The  earlj'  years  of  j\Ir.  Vincent  were  spent  at  his 
father's  farm  in  the  vicinity  of  Crown  Point,  Ind., 
where  he  was  born  April  17,  1845.  He  is  the 
fourth  son  of  Martin  Vincent,  a  native  of  Schoharie 
C(>unty,  N.  Y.,  whose  father,  Richard  Vincent,  was 
born  in  the  same  county  and  participated  as  a  pri- 
vate in  the  War  of  1812.  During  his  early  years 
he  followed  agricultural  pursuits,  but  finally  went 
to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  where  lie  operated  as  a  grain 
<lealer  for  a  time.  Then  removing  to  Kalamazoo, 
Mich.,  he  became  interested  in  the  lumber  trade 
and  operated  a  sawmill.  As  early  as  1840  lie 
entered  a  tract  of  government  land  in  Lake  County, 
Ind.,  where  he  opened  up  a  large  farm  and  there 
s|)ent  his  last  days.  He  was  of  Scotch  descent  and 
a  (Quaker  in  religion. 

The  father  of  our  subject  learned  the  tanner's 
trade  and  removed  to  Michigan  with  his  father, 
where  he  became  interested  in  the  lumber  business. 
During  the  Canada  troubles  he  was  held  as  a  pris- 
oner for  three  months  and  then  released.  Ab(jut 
1840  he  took  up  his  aljode   in    Lake   County.   Ind., 


where  he  carried  on  farming  and  bred  fancy  stock, 
mostly  horses,  which  he  bought  and  sold  by  the  car 
load.  He  owned  and  operated  a  large  farm  of  300 
acres  in  the  vicinity  of  Crown  Point.  He  at  one 
time  officiated  as  census  taker  and  after  the  war 
was  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Republican  party. 
He  was  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  otliciatcd  as 
Class-Leader  and  is  still  living  at  the  age  of 
seventy-five  years.  Michael  Vincent,  the  paternal 
great-grandfather  of  our  subject  was  a  wealthy  man 
in  Canada,  but  his  property  was  confiscated  during 
the  Rebellion. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject 
was  Mercy  Pierce  ;  she  was  born  in  ^'ermont  and 
was  the  daughter  of  AVhceler  Pierce,  likewise  a  na- 
tive of  that  State  and  who  participated  in  the  AVar 
of  1812.  He,  like  Grandfather  A'incent,  was  taken 
prisoner  and  they  were  tied  togetlier  for  transpor- 
tation ;  they  were  held  only  for  a  short  time.  He 
spent  his  last  years  on  a  farm  in  Schoharie  County, 
N.  Y.  Mrs.  Vincent  is  still  living  and  is  now 
seventy-three  years  old  ;  she  is  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Protestant  Church.  The  nine  children 
of  the  parental  family  were  named  respectively. 
Alonzo,  who  is  now  a  physician  at  Valparaiso,  Ind.; 
Milo,  deceased  ;  Reulien,  Margaret,  deceased  ; 
James  engaged  in  the  grain  trade  at  Ainswortli, 
Ind.;  Mary,  deceased  ;  Daniel  a  grain  dealer  of 
Crown  Point  ;  Charles  remains  at  home  on  the  old 
homestead,  anil  Alartin,  a  painter  and  living  in 
Chicago. 

Milo  Vincent  during  the  late  Civil  War  served 
In  the  73d  Indiana  Infantry  and  died  in  Gallatin, 
Tenn.,  in  1863.  Alonzo  was  drafted  into  the  army 
but  was  rejected  ;  Reuben,  like  his  brothers  and 
sisters,  obtained  his  early  education  in  the  district 
school  house  and  as  soon  as  large  enough,  was  re- 
quired to  make  himself  useful  about  the  farm. 
Upon  the  outbreak  of  the  Rebellion  he  had  not 
attained  his  seventeenth  year,  but  in  February. 
1862,  he  enlisted  in  Compaii}'  E.  51st  Indiana  In- 
fantry and  was  mustered  into  service  at  LaPorte. 
going  soon  afterward  to  the  South.  Later  he  was 
detailed  with  a  part  of  his  company  to  guard  the 
m.agazine  at  Nashville.  At  Ft.  Tullahoma.  lie  was 
taken  ill  and  sent  to  the  huspital  .'it  Na?li\  illc   from 
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which  he  was  discharged  in  December,  1865.  He 
was  disabled  thereafter  for  several  years,  being  un- 
able to  do  any  labor  and  remained  at  home  until 
1867. 

When  suHicicntly  recovered  from  his  ailments 
Mr.  Vincent  rented  a  farm  in  Lake  County,  lud.. 
which  he  operated  until  1874.  That  year  he  set 
out  by  team  for  Kansas  and  purchased  a  claim  in 
Washington  County,  also  homesteaded  eightj-  acres 
on  section  3,  Haddam  Township.  He  was  one 
among  the  first  men  to  locate  in  this  region  and  in 
due  time  purchased  240  acres  adjoining  the  first 
land,  all  of  which  he  operated  until  1881.  Then 
selling  out  he  purchased  another  240  acres  adjoin- 
ing the  town  of  Haddam  and  likewise  invested  a 
portion  of  his  capital  in  a  stock  of  general  mer- 
chandise. In  connection  with  this  store  he  estab- 
lished a  drug  business  and  was  appointed  Post- 
master. After  a  _^  ear's  service  he  resigned  in  ord.  r 
to  turn  his  attention  entirely  to  agriculture,  and 
purchased  addiiiinnd  l.ihd  until  he  liecamc  the 
owner  of  320  arrcs  uMnoli  he  inii>iovo<l.  He  also 
dealt  largely  in  renl  estate  and  at  one  time  con- 
trolled 1000  licre-  of  land.  He  lias  n..w  320  acn  s,' 
well-improA  ed  witii  a  sidi?tantiid  dwelling,  a  good 
barn,  stable  and  cattle  sheds  and  .-dl  the  otlnr  ap- 
purtenances necessary  fur  his  calling.  His  stables 
include  one  full-bloodid  liotter  of  Mambrino 
stO{;k,  a  full-blouiled  imported  Norman,  and  also  a 
Norman  and  Cleveland  B  ly.  He  was  insirumenlal 
in  secuiing  the  raili-oad  thiongh  H:idd:un,  giving 
the  right  of  way  and  $200  besides. 

Mr.  Vincent  w.as  married  in  Lake  County,  Ind., 
April2l.  1»67,  loMiss  Alice  Larnbee,  who  was  born 
in  that  county  and  whose  father,  Albert  Larabee.  was 
a  second  cousin  of  ex-Governor  Larabee  of  Iowa. 
Of  tl-.is  un'on  there  have  been  born  lliree  children 
— Eddie,  Wilbur  and  Karl;  the  two  younger  are  at 
home.  The  eldes'^  boy  is  now  attending  college  at 
Valpara'&d.  Ind.  Jlr.  Vincent  has  served  as 
Jiislics  of  the  Pe.ace  for  six  years.  He  assisted  in 
the  orginiz-ition  of  the  township  and  was  its  first 
CI"  rk.  serviui;  four  years  in  succession  ;  he  is  also 
a  Notary  Public,  having  been  appointed  by  Gov. 
Hi.  John,  eight  years  ago.  He  has  most  always 
been  a  n:CMiliei'  of  the  School  I>oard  and  in  fact 
m.ay  usuall}'  Le  i'ouiul  at    the    head    of   every   ent- 


erprise calculated  for  the  good  of  his  community. 
As  a  charter  member  of  the  Methodist  Protestant 
Church,  Mr.  Vincent  has  always  looked  after  its 
best  interests,  officiating  as  Superintendent  of  the 
■Sunday-school.  He  also  has  been  Class-Leader  and 
Steward,  contributing  liberally  to  its  support.  He 
is  Post  Commander  and  Chaplain  of  Putnam  Post, 
No.  419,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Haddam.  He  is  one  of  the 
Directors  of  the  W.  E.  Bank  and  Vice-President 
of  the  Haddam  Town  Site  Company'.  In  1884  he 
associated  himself  with  Mr.  J.  C.  Morrow  and  under 
the  firm  name  of  Vincent  &  Morrow  the.y  are 
transacting  a  large  business  as  land  and  loan  agents 
and  insurance  brokers.  Mr.  Vincent  frequently 
olliciates  as  a  delegate  to  the  County  and  State 
conventions  of  the  Republican  party  with  which 
he  has  been  identified  since  he  attained  his  majority. 


-€-*-B'- 


JOIIN   L.  BUTLER  all  hough  only  occupying 
j    his  present  farm   live  years,  has  already  ef- 
I    fecti-d  valuable  improvements  and  has  one 
'    of  the  most  attractive  homes  in  his  locality. 

He  came  to  Kmsas  in  1879  with  a  capital  of  111 
in  his  pocket  and  worked  two  months  thereafter  as 
a  f.ujn  laborer.  At  the  expiration  of  this  time  he 
renti'd  a  tract  oi  land  and  since  then  has  been  uni- 
formly prosperous.  He  was  at  one  time  well-to-do 
ill  Ohio,  but  b^-  unwise  speculations  lost  quite  a 
little  fortune.  Iii  disposition  he  is  courteous  and 
companionable — a  man  who  makes  friends  wherever 
he  goes — and  is  a  general  favorite  both  in  business 
and  social  circles. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  near  Salem, 
in  Mahoning  County,  Ohio,  Sept.  9,  1833,  and  was 
the  son  of  Lawrence  W.  Butler,  who  was  born  in 
1797  in  New  Jersey.  His  paternal  grandfather, 
Benjamin  Butler,  was  a  native  of  the  North  of  Ire- 
land, whence  he  emigrated  to  America  early  in  life 
and  settling  in  New  Jersey  was  there  married.  He 
engaged  as  a  farmer  and  gardener,  but  finally  emi- 
grated to  Ohio  about  1810,  entering  land  in  jMalion- 
ing  Count}-,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  earliest 
pioneers.  He  continued  to  reside  there  until  his 
death,  which  took  i)lace  in  181.'!. 
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The  father  of  our  subject  prosecuted  funning 
and  stock-raising  in  Mahoning  County,  Ohio,  and 
became  owner  of  considerable  land,  comprising 
seven  farms.  In  1856  he  removed  to  Portage 
County,  where  he  lost  property  and  later  changed 
his  residence  to  Stark  County.  He  died  near  Lyons, 
in  tliat  county,  in  188().  He  had  always  been  a 
prominent  man  in  his  community  and  served  as 
County  Commissioner  and  Township  Trustee  be- 
sides occupying  other  positions  of  trust  and  resjjon- 
sibility.  In  religious  matters  he  belonged  to  the 
Friends'  Church.  He  married  Miss  Sarah  Votaw, 
a  native  of  Virginia  and  the  daughter  of  Moses 
^'()taw.  The  latter  was  likewise  a  native  of  the 
( )ld  Dominion,  whence  he  removed  at  an  early  day 
to  Columbiana  County,  Ohio.  He  was  a  Quaker  of 
French  descent  and  his  father  was  born  in  France. 
Mrs.  Sarah  Butler  died  in  Portage  County,  Ohio, 
in  1867. 

To  the  parents  of  our  subject  there  were  born 
nine  children,  the  eldest  of  whom.  Moses,  is  a  farmer 
and  stock  dealer  of  Iowa.  Hannah,  (Mrs.  Tatum) 
is  a  resident  of  Cleveland,  Ohio;  Lewis  during  the 
late  war  was  a  Captain  in  the  P7th  Oliio  Infantry-, 
which  he  organized,  and  then  promoted  to  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel. He  served  from  the  opening  until 
the  close  of  tlie  war  and  was  wounded.  He  is  now 
in  the  Indian  Territory.  Mary  died  in  Minnesota: 
•loseph  died  in  Arkansas;  Benjamin  is  a  resident  of 
Indiana,  and  Recorder  of  Morgan  County,  having 
his  home  in  Mooresville.  Eunice  ( Mrs.  Stanley) 
resides  near  Adrian,  Mich.;  John  L.,  our  subject, 
was  the  next  in  order  of  birth;  Sarah  (Mrs. 
Thomas)  lives  in  Montana. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  si)ent  his  early  life 
quietly  and  uneventfully  at  the  farm,  attending  the 
common  school  and  remaining  under  the  home  roof 
until  aj'outh  of  nineteen  years.  He  then  entered 
the  Friends'  College  at  Richmond,  Ind.,  attending 
there  four  months  and  afterward  was  a  student  in 
Salem,  (Ohio)  High  School  one  winter.  Afterward 
he  remained  at  home  until  twenty-three  years  old, 
then  rented  his  father's  farm  until  1859.  LTpon 
removing  from  this  he  occupied  another  rented 
farm  for  fourteen  years. 

After  this  Mr.  P.uller  purchased  280  acres  of  land 
near  Salcni  and  i  ngaged  extensively  in  the  l)uying 


and  shipping  of  live  stock  to  Iowa,  in  wliich  he 
made  a  large  amount  of  money,  but  lost  it  in  oil 
speculations  in  Pennsylvania,  to  which  State  he 
removed  in  1868.  He  llius  parted  with  *5,000  in 
■  one  year. 

In  the  fall  of  1879  he  started  in  the  dairy  and 
cheese  business,  operating  a  factory  in  Oliio  for  a 
period  of  nine  years.  He  did  a  large  business,  but 
owing  to  inexperience  and  having  to  pay  a  high 
rate  of  interest,  he  became  involved  and  was 
obliged  to  sell  his  land.  Then  coming  West  he 
located  in  Sabelha,  Xemaha  County,  this  State,  and 
afterward  rented  a  farm.  He  finally  purchased 
eighty  acres  of  land  in  Nemaha  County,  which  he 
operated  until  1884  and  during  the  last  years  of 
his  stay  there,  manufactured  cheese,  keeiMiig  tliirl\- 
eight  cows. 

In  the  spring  of  the  year  above  mentioned  Air. 
Butler  disposed  of  his  interest  in  Nemaha  County, 
and  set  out  overland  by  team  to  Washington  County, 
Kan.,  locating  soon  thereafter  on  his  present  farm 
which  he  hail  purchased  in  1882  and  for  which  he 
paid  S7.90  per  acre.  It  w.-is  then  in  a  wild,  uncul- 
tivated condition  and  it  has  taken  industrious  labor 
to  effect  the  change  which  we  now  behold.  Mi-. 
Butler  has  planted  forest  and  fruit  trees,  erected 
good  buildings  and  brought  eighty  acres  of  his 
land  under  the  plow.  It  is  amply  watered  and 
constitutes  an  excellent  stock  farm.  Mr.  Butler  has  a 
cheese  factory,  in  which  is  utilized  the  milk  of 
thirteen  cows.  He  has  one  team  of  first-class  draft 
horses  and  a  herd  of  Poland-China  and  Berkshire 
swine.  In  the  fall  of  1889  he  harvested  fifty -seven 
acres  of  corn.  The  prospects  are  gooil  for  his 
continued  prosperitj-. 

Miss  Sarah  French,  of  .Salem,  Ohio,  became  the 
wife  of  our  subject  on  Wednesday,  the  1st  of  Octo- 
ber, 1856,  the  wedding  being  celebrated  at  the 
bride's  home.  IMrs.  Butler  was  born  in  Mahoning 
County,  Ohio,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Thomas 
P'reneh,  a  native  of  Virgini.a,  a  Qn.aker  in  religious 
belief  and  a  successful  farmer  who  had  also  learned 
shoemaking  during  his  early  manhood.  He  spent 
his  last  years  in  Ohio.  Mr.  ar.d  .Mrs.  Butler  arc 
the  parents  of  three  children,  llic  eldest  of  whom. 
Thomas  F.,  like  his  father,  is  a  lover  of  line  horses 
in  which  he  is  considerably  iulcrcstcd. while  he  is  also 
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engaged  in  the  stock  business  in  Portage  County, 
Ohio.  Lawrence  W.  is  farming  in  Haddam  Town- 
ship, tliis  county;  Meribah  I.  has  followed  the  pro- 
fession of  a  teacher  for  the  last  five  years  and  is 
prominent  in  educational  circles.  Mr.  Butler  is  a 
member  of  the  Friends'  Church  at  Pleasant  A'iew, 
and  assisted  in  the  erection  of  the  church  edifice. 
Politicall}'  he  is  a  sound  Republican. 


jf^  ICHAEL  TRISKA.  The  town  of  Ilano- 
I  l\\  ^^'  ^^*  brought  into  existence  by  the 
I  I*  energy  and  enterprise  of  a  few  leading  in- 
*'  dividuals  who  had  the  good  judgment  and 

forethought  to  believe  that  it  might,  with  proper 
management,  become  a  desirable  business  point. 
Among  these  Mr.  Triska  was  one  of  the  first  in 
business.  Business  was  neeessarih'  conducted  in  a 
modest  manner  at  first,  but  it  gradually  increased 
until  a  fine  trade  was  established. 

lu  reverting  to  the  early  history  of  the  subject  of 
this  notice,  we  find  that  he  was  born  Nov.  24,  1848, 
in  Bohemia,  and  lived  there  until  the  spring  of 
1866,  being  then  a  youth  of  eighteen  years.  He  had 
now  decided  upon  emigrating  to  the  United  States 
and  after  a  safe  voyage  he  landed  in  the  city  of 
Baltimore,  whence  he  proceeded  to  St.  Louis,  Mo., 
and  later  went  into  Illinois,  spending  a  few  months 
in  both  the  latter  State  and  Missouri.  Later  he 
lived  for  a  time  in  Tro}',  Lincoln  Co.,  Mo.,  but 
flnall}'  returned  to  Madison  County,  111.,  and  while 
there  was  joined  by  his  parents  who  followed  liini 
to  America  twf)  5'ears  after  his  arrival. 

In  Illinois,  Mr.  Triska  worked  most  of  the  time 
on  a  farm  and  in  1870  set  out  for  Kansas.  Arriv- 
ing in  Washington  Countj;,  he  preempted  160  acres 
of  land  and  entered  a  liomestead  of  eighty  acres  in 
Little  Blue  Township,  on  the  eastern  line  of  the 
county.  This  240  acres  was  a  wild  and  unculti- 
vated tract  and  Mr.  Triska  labored  in  true  pioneer 
style,  amid  many  difficulties,  for  the  cultivation  and 
improvement  of  his  property.  He  kept  bachelor's 
hall,  and  conveye<l  his  flour  and  groceries  on  his 
back  frdui  Hanover,  about  seven  miles  away,  for 
alxiut  two  years.      He  ediinneuccd    uilli  a    team    ut 


horses,  l)ut  in  due  time  had  gathered  together  a  fine 
assortment  of  live  stock  and  the  farming  implements 
necessary  for  the  successful  prosecution  of  agricul- 
ture. After  a  few  years  Mr.  Triska  employed  his 
winters  in  a  store,  being  atone  time  with  Benjamin 
Biid,  of  St.  Joseph,  and  next  with  Mr.  Jaedieke. 
of  Hanover.  In  1876  he  managed  the  grain  ship- 
ping interests  of  the  Granger  organization. 

In  1876  also  Mr.  Triska  took  unto  himself  a  wife 
and  helpmate,  being  married  in  September,  that 
year,  to  Miss  Catherine  Pacha,  of  Marshall  County. 
The  young  couple  established  themselves  at  a  snug 
home  in  Washington,  where  Mr.  Triska  engaged  in 
the  store  of  Mr.  Collins.  In  1877  he  returned  to 
Hanover  and  entered  the  employ  of  Dr.  Moll,  with 
with  whom  he  remained  until  going  with  Dr.  Ja- 
cobs, on  the  Otoe  Reservation,  twelve  miles  north 
of  Hanover.  He  started  the  first  grocery  store  in 
Charleston,  and  the  same  year  put  in  a  stock  of 
general  merchandise.  In  due  time  he  purchased 
the  interest  of  his  partner  and  conducted  the  busi- 
ness until  the  building  of  the  Burlington  &  Mis- 
souri Railroad,  when  he  removed  his  business  one 
mile  north,  to  Odell.  and  was  one  of  the  earliest 
merchants  of  that  place.  He  remained  there  until 
1882,  then  selling  out  established  a  store  at  the  de- 
pot west  of  the  Grand  Island  Railroad  depot.  A 
few  months  later  he  joined  his  stock  with  that  of 
;Mr.  Jaedieke  and  they  operated  together  for  over 
six  years.  He  then  purchased  the  interest  of  tlie 
hitter.  May  1,  1889.  and  now  has  the  finest  general 
store  in  Hanover,  operating  an  exclusive  cash  busi- 
ness. He  carries  a  carefully-selected  stock  of  goods 
and  enjoys  a  good  patronage  from  the  best  people 
of  Hanover  and  vicinity.  He  is  widely  and  favor- 
ably known  throughout  Washington  and  adjoining- 
counties,  as  a  man  of  strict  integrity  and  one  who 
can  at  all  times  be  trusted. 

Mr.  Triska  owns  a  good  dwelling  and  a  block  of 
land  in  the  city  limits.  He  commenced  in  life  de- 
pendent upon  his  own  resources  and  did  not  even 
have  the  experience  of  liard  work  to  assist  him. 
having  been  in  college  until  the  daj-  of  leaving  for 
the  United  States.  He  has  frequently  been  solicited 
to  occupy  public  positions,  but  prefers  giving  his 
attention  to  his  business  affairs.  lie  was  reared  in 
the  doctrines  of  the  Catliolic  Church,  of  which    he 
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is  still  a  member  with  his  wife.  Socially,  he  is 
identified  with  the  Masonic  fraternity,  the  Bolie- 
mian  order  of  C.  S.  P.  S.,  and  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  The 
five  children  born  to  iiim  and  his  estimable  wife  are 
still  living,  being  named  respectively,  John,  Cath- 
erine, LeGrande  O.  Albert,  Michael  and  Francis 
Joseph. 

Mrs.  Catherine  (Pacha)  Triskawas  born  in  Can- 
ada in  1852.  and  came  to  Kansas  with  her  mother 
in  1875,  they  settling  in  Marshall  Connty,  where 
siie  lived  until  her  marriasre. 


(|^N,ATHAN  M.  .SMITH.  M.  D  ,  whose  portrait 
jll  ))'  is  a  valuable  addition  to  the  pages  of  the 
]t\/As,  AuuM.  is  a  graduate  of  one  of  the  best  medi- 
cal schools  in  the  country,  that  of  the  University  of 
Ann  Arbor,  and  is  prominent  among  the  members 
of  his  profession  now  practising  in  Washington 
County.  He  is  a  popular  and  well-known  citizen 
of  the  city  of  Wasin'ngton,  where  he  has  a  charm- 
ing home.  The  doctor  is  a  native  of  Lake  Count}', 
Ohio,  the  town  of  Concord  the  place  of  his  Inrth, 
nnd  1842  the  year  in  which  he  was  born.  His 
father,  bearing  the  same  name  as  himself,  was  born 
in  Herkimer  County,  N.  Y..  which  was  also  the  na- 
tive county  of  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  who 
bore  the  name  of  his  son  and  grandson.  The  lat- 
ter was  reared  and  married  in  that  part  of  New 
York.  Pamelia  Merwin,  a  native  of  the  count}', 
becoming  his  wife.  He  participated  in  the  War  of 
1812,  and  about  1830  removed  to  Ohio,  going  by 
way  of  the  Erie  Canal  and  Lake  Erie,  and  located 
in  Huntsburg,  Geauga  County,  becoming  one  of  its 
pioneers.  He  bought  a  tract  of  heavily  timbered 
land,  and  commenced  to  establish  a  home  in  the 
primeval  forests,  first  building  a  log  house.  He 
then  entered  upon  the  hard  task  of  clearing  his  land 
that  he  might  improve  a  farm  and  carry  on  his  oc- 
cupation as  a  tiller  of  the  soil.  He  lived  on  that 
homestead  until  a  short  time  before  his  death,  and 
then  retired  to  Bloomfield,  Trumbull  County,  where 
his  life  was  brongiit  to  a  close.      His  -faithful    wife 


did  not  long  survive  him,  but  passed  away  six 
months  after  his  demise,  both  living  to  a  good  old 
age. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  eighteen  years  old 
when  the  family  removed  to  Ohio.  He  was  reared 
on  a  farm,  and  marrying  in  Concord.  Ohio,  lived 
there  about  two  years  thereafter,  and  then  settled 
in  Geauga  County,  on  a  part  of  his  father's  home- 
stead. Here  he  erected  a  log  house  for  a  dwelling 
for  his  family,  and  engaged  in  farming  there  sev- 
eral years.  Li  1856  he  sold  his  property  in  Ohio, 
and  once  more  entered  upon  the  life  of  a  pioneer, 
he  and  his  family'  traveling  across  the  intervening 
States  to  the  distant  Territory  of  Minnesota  with 
teams,  cooking  and  camping  by  the  way-side  noon 
and  night.  He  made  a  claim  to  Government  land 
near  Eyota,  in  Olmstead  County,  and  first  built  a 
log  house  for  a  shelter  before  commencing  to  re- 
claim a  farm  from  the  wild  prairies.  There  were 
no  railways  in  that  part  of  the  country  then,  and 
Winona  was  the  nearest  market.  He  improved  and 
fenced  his  homestead,  making  it  a  valuable  farm, 
and  resided  on  it  many  years.  He  now  lives  in  re- 
tirement in  Eyota,  at  nearly  eighty  years  of  .age, 
his  wife  sharing  with  him  the  comforts  of  their 
pleasant  home. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  had  a  family  of  four- 
teen children,  ten  of  whom  still  live,  as  follows: 
Lysander,  Susan,  Nathan,  Rose,  Mary,  Martha, 
Ernest,  Herman,  Luella,  and  Mina.  They  were 
carefully  reared  and  trained  to  good  and  useful 
lives,  and  were  brought  up  under  the  teaching  of 
the  Methodist  Church,  which  the  family  usually  at- 
tended. The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  was  Eme- 
line  Moorehouse,  and  she  was  born  in  Fairfield, 
Conn.  The  maiden  name  of  her  mother  was  Nash, 
and  she  was  a  daughter  of  that  Gen.  Nash,  who  was 
a  famous  officer  in  the  Indian  wars  of  Connecticut. 
He  was  at  one  time  hotl}-  pursued  by  his  savage 
foes,  and  hid  himself  within  a  hollow  log.  The 
redskins  coming  up  soon  after,  sat  down  to  rest  on 
th.at  very  log,  and  he  heard  them  talk  over  what 
they  would  do  to  him  if  they  should  find  him. 
which,  it  is  needless  to  add,  they  failed  to  accom- 
plish. Otheniel  Moorehouse.  the  maternal  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  was,  it  is  thought,  born  in 
Connecticut,  of  Englisli    iiarentagc.     He    removed 
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to  Ohio  in  1833.  and  settled  among  the  pioneers  of 
Geauga  County,  where  lie  carried  on  his  trade  of 
ablaeksmith,  in  tlie  town  of  Iluntsburg.  He  spent 
his  last  years  in  Windsor,  Ashtabula  County,  witii 
a  daughter. 

Dr.  Nathan  Smith  of  this  biographical  sketcli, 
was  reared  amid  pioneer  scenes,  attending  school 
when  opportunity  offered,  and  at  the  age  of  twelve 
years,  the  self-reliant,  active  little  lad  began  to 
make  his  own  way  in  the  world,  working  on  a  farm 
tliat  year,  at  $5  a  month.  He  continued  thus  em- 
ployed in  the  summer  seasons,  and  in  winter  did 
chores  for  his  board  while  attending  school.  In  the 
month  of  August,  1862,  when  twenty  years  of  age, 
he  determined  to  take  up  arms  in  defense  of  his 
country,  and  enlisted  in  Company  E,  105th  Ohio  In- 
fantry, with  Capt.  B.  W.  CanQeld,  and  going  to  the 
front,  he  took  an  active  part  in  the  battles  of  Rich- 
mond, Ky.,  and  Perrysville.  In  the  latter  engage- 
ment he  was  wounded  in  the  left  foot.  He  was  on  de- 
tached duty  at  the  time  of  the  battle  of  Nashville, 
and  fought  in  that  engagement.  After  serving  with 
credit  and  valor  until  the  war  closed, he  was  mustered 
out  with  his  regiment  near  Washington  in  June, 
1865.  He  returned  to  Ohio,  and  resumed  the  study 
of  medicine,  which  he  had  abandoned  to  enter  the 
army,  and  under  the  able  instruction  of  Dr.  David 
Brown,  of  East  Clarindon,Ohio,made  rapid  progress, 
and  subsequentlj'  attended  medical  lectures  at  Ann 
Arbor,  and  was  graduated  from  the  medical  depart- 
ment of  that  university  in  1868,  with  an  honorable 
standing  in  his  class,  and  well-equipped  for  his 
chosen  profession.  He  began  to  practice  at  Breeds- 
vilie.  Van  Buren  Co.,  Mich.  But  with  the  de- 
mands of  a  large  practice,  and  the  long  drives 
necessitated  there b}',  his  health  failed,  and  he  sold 
out,  and  going  to  Minnesota,  the  .State  where  his 
parents  reside,  he  re-established  himself  as  a  doctor 
in  Rushford,  Fillmore  County,  his  health  being 
greatly  benefited  by  tlic  change  of  climate.  Two 
years  later  he  removed  to  Granite  Falls,  Ciiippewa 
County,  and  was  a  pioneer  of  that  part  of  Minne- 
sota, and  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  that  place,  there 
being  but  one  house  tliere  at  that  time.  He  bouglit 
town  property,  and  took  up  a  homestead  six  miles 
distant,  and  while  practicing  as  a  pbysiciam,  super- 
intended the  improvement  of  a  farm.   He  remained 


there  through  the  five  years  of  the  grasshopper 
plague,  and  suffered  financiall}'  with  others,  and  in 
1876  disposed  of  his  possessions  in  Minnesota,  and 
coming  to  Kansas,  located  in  Washington,  where  he 
has  been  in  active  practice  ever  since,  his  learning 
and  skill  liaving  early  commended  him  to  the  con- 
fidence of  the  people.  An  educated  man,  of  deep, 
sound  sense,  and  of  broad,  enlightened  views,  whose 
professional  duties  bring  him  into  contact  with  all 
kinds  and  classes  of  people,  the  Doctor  necessarily 
wields  considerable  influence  in  this  city,  much  of 
whose  growth  and  development  he  has  witnessed 
since  he  came  here  to  reside,  and  in  wliose  welfare 
lie  lias  always  taken  an  unbounded  interest. 

Dr.  Smith  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  El- 
len F.  Case,  June  30,  1868.  She  is  a  native  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  and  a  daughter  of  Hiram  and 
Lueinda  Case.  She  is  a  woman  of  rare  worth,  and 
dispenses  the  hospitalities  of  her  well-appointed 
home  with  a  free  hand,  as  all  know  who  have 
crossed  its  threshold.  Three  children  complete  the 
household  circle — Blanche,  Henry,  and  Ora. 


I^\\  ATTHEW  SMITH,  a  reliable  fanner  of 
n  %  Linn  Township,  Washington  County,  is  an 
I  14'  intelligent  citizen,  and  stands  high  as  a 
*  Christian   and   a  member  of   the   Masonic 

fraternity.  He  prosecutes  farming  in  a  modest 
way  on  160  acres  of  land,  occupying  a  portion  of 
section  3,  which  he  homesteaded  in  the  spring  of 
1870.  Stock-raising  enters  considerably  into  his 
operations,  and  his  well-tilled  fields  yield  him  a 
comfortable  income. 

Wayne  County,  Ohio,  was  tlie  early  tramping 
ground  of  our  subject,  and  wliere  his  birtii  took 
place  Aug.  4,  1835.  His  father,  William  Smith,  a 
native  of  Ireland,  was  born  in  1790,  and  emigrated 
to  tlie  United  States  in  1805,  when  a  lad  of  fifteen 
years.  He  learned  the  trade  of  a  weaver  and  fol- 
lowed it  in  Wayne  County,  Ohio,  several  years,  al- 
though living  at  the  same  time  on  a  farm.  When 
reaching  man's  estate  he  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah 
Beaty.  a  native  of  his  own  country  and  who  came 
to  America  with  her   |)areiits   wlien  a  \ouiig  ciiild. 
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The  Beaty  familj-  settled  in  Oakland  County,  Mich., 
wliere  the  parentsof  Mrs.  Smith  spent  the  remainder 
of  their  lives.  Their  family  consisted  of  ten  chil- 
dren, seven  of  whom  are  living,  namely;  Robert, 
George,  William,  .Samuel,  Matthew,  Martha  and 
Sarah.  The  deceased  were  James,  Mary  and  .Tohn, 
all  of  whom  lived  to  mature  years. 

After  pursuing  the  usual  course  of  study  in  the 
district  school,  young  Smith  entered  the  academy 
at  Orland,  Ind.,  and  later  was  a  student  in  the 
academy  at  Williams'  Center,  Ohio.  Upon  leaving 
school  he  followed  teaching  in  the  Buckeye  State 
for  five  years  and  also  taught  one  term  after  coming 
to  Kansas.  After  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War 
he  enlisted  as  a  Union  soldier  in  Company  E.,  86th 
Ohio  Infantry,  and  participated  in  the  engagement 
at  Cumberland  Gap,  and  was  in  the  raia  after 
Morgan.  He  received  his  honorable  discharge,  and 
remained  a  resident  of  Ohio  until  the  spring  of 
1870.  Then  coming  to  Kansas,  he  homesteaded 
the  land  which  he  now  owns  and  occupies. 

Mr.  Smith  was  married  in  Ohio,  March  16, 1863,  to 
Miss  Susan  Ware,  daughter  of  Henry  Ware,  who 
spent  his  last  years  in  that  State.  Mrs.  Smith  was 
born  in  Ashland  County,  Ohio,  Aug.  18,  1843,  and 
by  her  union  with  our  subject  became  the  mother  of 
two  children.  Henry  A.  and  William  W.,  both  of 
whom  are  unmarried  and  remain  at  home  with  their 
parents.  Mr.  Smith  politically  is  a  Republican,  and 
has  served  as  Township  Clerk  and  Trustee,  also  as 
Clerk  and  Treasurer  of  his  school  district.  He 
in  former  years  officiated  as  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
He  belongs  to  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  theG.A.R., 
and  with  his  estimable  wife  is  a  member  of  the  Ad- 
vent Christian  Church.  Living  without  display  or 
ostentation,  they  still  have  around  them  all  th" 
comforts  of  life  and  enjoy  the  esteem  and  confi- 
dence of  their  neighbors. 

\1l^  ERMAN  H.  MKRTEN,  Ju..  one  of  the 
jlT)!'  younger  farmers  of  Sherman  Township,Clay 
^JL^'  County,  is  an  example  of  enterprise  and  in- 
(^)  dustry  well  worthy  of  imitation.  His  land 
IS    very    fertile  and    his   buildings    are    mostly   the 


work  of  his  own  hands,  as  he  is  an  expert  in  the 
use  of  car[)enter's  tools.  He  is  a  Western  man  with 
Western  interests,  having  been  born  in  St.  Louis, 
Mo.,  Dec.  31,  1854.  About  1857  his  parents,  Her- 
man and  Caroline  (Myer)  Merten,  removed  to 
Quincy,  III.,  where  Herman  H.  was  reared  and  at. 
tended  the  German  school  until  about  twelve  years 
old.  He  then  entered  the  Central  Wesleyan  College 
of  Warrenton  and  at  the  completion  of  his  course 
in  book-keeping,  obtained  a  certificate  and  was 
prepared  to  transact  any  ordinary  business. 

When  completing  his  studies,I\Ir.  Merten  returned 
to  Quincy,  III.,  and  served  an  apprenticeship  of 
over  two  years  as  a  carpenter  and  builder.  He 
worked  about  eight  years  in  that  city  and  then  in 
1 879  came  to  Kansas  and  located  on  a  part  of  the 
land  which  he  now  owns  and  occupies.  It  was 
then  an  open  prairie  and  his  first  busine.ss  was  to 
put  up  a  dwelling,  he  building  a  house  of  two 
rooms.  Then  followed  as  soon  as  possible  a  large 
barn  30  x  40  feet,  with  a  shed  35  x  16  feet  and 
other  necessary  structures.  Later  he  built  a  large 
addition  to  his  house  which  is  now  one  of  the  most 
commodious  residences  in  the  township.  He  has  a 
corn  crib  and  granary  and  all  these  have  been 
erected  mostly  by  himself,  thus  saving  hundreds  of 
dollars. 

The  farm  of  Mr.  Merten  is  all  enclosed  and 
divided  with  neat  and  substantial  fencing.  He 
has  planted  an  orchard  of  about  fifty  trees  and 
added  various  other  embellishments  to  the  place, 
calculated  for  the  comfort  and  happiness  of  the 
home.  He  still  follows  carpentering  as  opportunitj^ 
offers.  His  family  consists  of  his  wife  and  six 
children,  he  having  been  married  in  C^uincy,  III., 
Nov.  18,  1875  to  Miss  Emma,  daughter  of  Casper 
and  Anna  (Spilker)  Boge,  a  native  of  that  city. 
The  parents  of  Mrs.  Merten  were  born  near  Here- 
ford, Germany,  and  in  their  native  country  were 
members  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church. 
The  father  died  at  Quincy;  the  mother  still  resides 
there. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Merten  there  have  been  born 
six  children:  Liiinie,  Emma,  Herman  J.,  Clara, 
Walter  W.  and  Edward  E.,  all  of  whom  are  living 
and  foim  a  remarkably  bright  and  interesting 
iiroup.      Mr.  Merten  politiially.  is  a  Democrat  and 


338 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


socially,  belongs  to  Morganville  Lodge,  No.  217, 
A.  O.  U.  W.  He  is  a  favorite  both  in  social  and 
business  circles  and  his  career  is  being  watched 
witli  kiiidh'  interest  by  many  friends. 


'Ji^  DWARD  S.  WILLIAMS,  a  retired  farmer  in 
\]r^  fair  circumstances,  removed  from  Sherman 
JL^)  Township  to  Clifton  in  1887,  and  is  now 
wisely  taking  life  easy  amid  the  comforts  of  a  pleas- 
ant village  home.  He  has  a  well-tilled  farm  of  120 
acres  on  section  29,  Sherman  Township,  which  he 
developed  from  an  uncultivated  tract  of  land  and 
has  it  improved  with  good  buildings.  He  has  wit- 
nessed with  warm  interest  the  transformation  of 
this  section  of  country  from  its  first  primitive  con- 
dition to  the  home  of  a  civilized  and  cultivated 
people,  and  has  contributed  his  quota  in  bringing 
about  its  present  condition.  He  is  favorably  known 
to  the  old  residents  along  the  southern  line  of  the 
county,  as  a  man  who  has  made  for  himself  a  good 
record,  and  as  one  deserving  of  recognition  among 
its  worthy  pioneers. 

Mr.  Williams  was  born  in  Onondaga  County-,  N. 
Y..  seven  miles  from  Syracuse.  Nov.  20.  1826. 
When  a  boy  his  parents  removed  to  Richland 
County,  Ohio,  where  they  sojourned  seven  years, 
then  took  up  their  line  of  march  for  Illinois,  and 
thereafter  for  some  j'ears  made  their  home  in  Kane 
and  Winnebago  counties.  Edward  S.  in  1849, 
wishing  to  see  something  more  of  the  Great  West, 
went  up  into  Grant  County,  Wis.,  where  he 
owned  a  tract  of  land,  and  prosecuted  agriculture 
until  1870.  That  year  first  found  him  on  the  new- 
soil  of  Kansas,  and  with  the  interests  of  this  now 
prosperous  commonwealth  he  has  since  been  closely 
identified. 

Elijah  Williams,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  and  reared  on  the  old  DeWitt  Clinton  farm, 
fourteen  miles  from  Newburg,  N.  Y.,  living  there 
until  a  man  of  twenty-five  years.  His  father, 
Joseph  Williams,  had  been  given  a  life  lease  from 
that  estate  and  there  he  spent  his  last  years,  dying 
at  an  advanced  age.  His  son,  Elijah,  was  born 
May  9,  1800,  and  when  leaving  the  phue  where  lie 


had  made  his  home,  established  himself  on  the  old 
Judge  Monroe  place,  in  Onondaga  County, 
where  in  due  time  he  was  married  to  Miss  Lucretia 
Du  Cett.  This  lady  was  born  and  reared  in  Che- 
nango County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  the  daughter  of  the 
Rev.  Barzeal  DuCett,  who  was  of  Erencli  origin, 
and  who  was  for  many  years  a  minister  of  the  Old 
School  Baptist  Church.  He  spent  his  last  days  in 
New  York  State. 

After  their  marriage.  Elijah  Williams  and  his 
wife  lived  upon  the  old  Monroe  homestead  for 
some  years,  then  removed  to  another  farm  in  an- 
other part  of  the  State,  settling  in  a  comparatively 
new  country.  To  them  there  was  born  in  that 
State  one  child  only,  Edward  S.,  but  after  their  re- 
moval to  Richland  Countj-,  Ohio,  the  household 
circle  was  increased  by  the  birth  of  four  more 
children.  Their  subsequent  removals  to  Illinois 
and  Wisconsin  have  already  been  noted.  In  the 
latter  State  they  located  in  Grant  County,  where 
they  spent  their  last  days,  the  father  dying  of 
cholera  in  1850.  The  mother  survived  her  hus- 
band until  1881,  dying  at  the  age  of  eighty-one 
years,  having  been  born  May  16,  1800.  Both  were 
members  of  the  Old  School  Baptist  Church.  Elijah 
Williams  was  for  some  _years  a  Colonel  of  the  .State 
militia  in  New  York  during  the  mustering  period, 
and  was  for  some  time  keeper  of  the  jail  in  (xrant 
County,  AVis. 

Edward  S.  Williams,  tiie  eldest  child  of  his  par- 
ents, attained  to  his  majority  in  Grant  County, 
Wis.     On   the   1st  of   February,  1864.  he    entered 

i  the  ranks  of  the  Union  army  as  a  member  of  Com- 
pany E.  35th  Wisconsin  Infantry.  Me  went  with 
his  regiment  to  New  Orleans  and   participated    in 

'  some  of  the  important  battles  which  followed,  in- 
cluding the  engagement  at  Port  Hudson,  and  as- 
sisted in  the   building  of   fortj'  miles   of  corduroy 

I  road  for  the  passage  of  the  arm3'  through  a  marshy 
country.     The    regiment  during  its  entire  service 

i  traversed  about  8000  miles,  pulling  a  large 
train  of  wagons  by  hand  a  distance  of  100 
miles.  This  regiment  served  through  the  Mobile 
campaign  and  in  the  siege  of  Spanish  Fort,  being 
under  fire  for  thirteen  days.  Henry  T.  Williams^ 
a  brother  of  our  subject,  was  a  member  of  Cora - 
|)any  H,  1st  Battallion,  16th  United  States  Infantry, 
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ami  after  being  in  battle  twenty-one  days,  was 
taken  prisoner  at  the  battle  of  Ciiickaraauga,  and 
yielded  up  his  life  at  tiie  rebel  stronghold  at  Dan 
ville. 

Mr.  Williams  was  first  married  in  liockfoid,  111., 
tj  Miss  Maria  Countryman,  a  native  of  New  York 
fState,  and  who  died  in  Lancaster,  Grant  Co.,  Wis., 
leaving  two  children,  both  daughters.  The  eldest, 
Mary,  is  the  wife  of  John  H.  Countryman,  and 
lliey  live  on  a  farm,  on  tlie  Des  Moines  River,  in 
Webster  County,  Iowa.  Ellen  married  Chancy  E. 
Jones,  a  mechanic,  and  they  live  near  Richmond, 
Va.  The  second  marriage  of  our  subject  was 
with  Rebecca  Ketner,  June  21,  1854,  in  Grant 
County,  Wis.  This  lady  was  born  in  Blair  County, 
J'a.,  April  1,  1821,  and  removed  with  her  parents 
when  quite  young  to  Willmore,  Cambria  County, 
that  State.  When  thirty  years  old  she  repaired  to 
Grant  County,  Wis.,  with  her  parents,  they  locat- 
ing near  Beetown.  David  Ketner  occupied  him- 
self as  a  farmer  and  mechanic,  and  died  at  the  age 
of  sixty-six  years.  His  wife  survived  him  until 
May  29,  1872,  passing  away  at  tlie  age  of  seventy- 
six.  During  their  younger  years  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ketner  were  members  of  tlie  Presbyterian  Churcli, 
but  later  identified  lliemselves  witli  the  Congrega- 
tionalists. 

Two  children  only  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. Wil- 
liams: Emma  A.,  the  wife  of  E.  R.  .Surprenant, 
who  is  a  contractor  and  builder,  of  Denver,  Col., 
and  Edward  H.,  who  married  Miss  Cora  Beckner. 
The  latter  are  residents  of  Clifton.  Mr.  Williams, 
politically,  affiliates  with  the  Republican  party,  of 
whose  principles  he  is  an  earnest  advocate. 


\Tp\,OBERT  H.  MILLEN,  D.  S.,  for  the  past 
imf  eighteen  years  has  followed  his  profession 
fliyA  among  the  people  of  Clay  Center  and  vi- 
^p!  cinity  and  has  become  one  of  the  most 
prominent  and  successful  men  therein.  He  estab- 
lished himself  there  in  1871,  being  thus  one  of  the 
early  residents  of  the  place.  He  is  a  man  highly 
spoken  of,  both  as  a  citizen  and  a  practitioner  and 


has  made  hosts  of  friends  during  his  sojourn  in  Clay 
County. 

Dr.  Millen  was  born  in  Indiana  County,  Pa., 
March  29,  1836,  and  lived  there  until  a  young  man 
of  twenty-four  years,  acquiring  a  good  practical 
education  in  the  common  school.  He  is  the  scion 
of  an  excellent  family,  being  the  son  of  James 
Millen  who  was  born  under  Liie  same  roof-tree  as  his 
son  Robert,  and  there  grew  to  man's  estate.  He 
married  Miss  Mary  Ann  Cunningliam,  a  native  of 
Ireland,  who  came  to  America  witli  her  parents 
when  a  child  of  twelve  years.  They  continued  on 
the  old  farm,  rearing  a  family  of  nine  cliildren. 
The  fa'her  met  with  a  violent  death,  being  killed 
by  a  threshing  machine  in  1843,  when  Robert  was 
a  boy  of  seven  3'ears.  The  mother  continued  at 
the  homestead  until  sometime  in  tiie  '60 's,  then 
made  her  home  with  her  daughters  until  her  de- 
cease, which  occurred  in    Latrobe,  Penn.,  in  1883. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  remained  a  resident 
of  his  native  State  until  after  the  outbreak  of  the 
Civil  War.  Then,  he,  in  September,  1861,  en- 
listed as  a  Union  soldier  in  Company  K,  11th 
Pennsylvania  Infantry,  which  was  assigned  to  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac.  He  participated  actively 
in  the  battles  of  Cedar  Mountain,  Rappahannock 
Station,  Thoroughfare,  Ga.,  the  second  battle  of 
Bull  Run,  and  was  at  South  Mountain,  Antietam 
and  Gertysburg,besides  in  several  skirmishes.  After 
being  in  the  service  over  three  j'ears  he  was  given 
an  honorable  discharge  and  mustered  out  at  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.  Oci.  1,  1864. 

Returning  now  to  his  native  State  young  Millen 
resumed  the  study  of  dentistry  and  finished  in  tlie 
office  of  Dr.  Ri'che^'  at  Elmwood,  III.,  with  whom 
he  practiced  until  coming  to  Kansas.  He  opened 
an  office  at  Clay  Center  in  1871,  being  the  first  den- 
tist to  settle  here  permanently.  He  has  uniformly 
signalized  himself  as  a  liberal-minded  and  public- 
spirited  citizen,  always  interested  in  those  projects 
calculated  to  promote  the  advancement  of  his 
adopted  town.  He  votes  the  straight  Republican 
ticket  and  is  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the 
G.  A.  R.,  the  I.  O.  O.  E.  and  the  K.  of  P. 

At  Tecuniseh,  Neb.,  Dr.  Millen  was  married  June 
IG,  1873.  to  Miss  Mary  M.  Alford.  Mrs.  Millen 
was  born  in  Indiana  Count\-.   Pa.,  May   31.   1845, 
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and  is  the  daughter  of  A.  B.  Alford,  who  removed 
to  Nebraska  the  same  year  of  her  marriage.  He  is 
now  a  resident  of  Johnson  County,  being  proprie- 
tor of  tlie  hotel  at  Sterling.  The  Doctor  and  his 
estimable  lad}-  are  the  parents  of  two  children, 
daughters — Aurora  A.  and  Melissa  M.  They 
occupy  a  snug  home  on  Lincoln  Avenue,  Clay  Cen- 
ter, and  are  widely  and  favorably  known  to  most 
of  its  peo|iIe. 


^iny,ERNARD  HAVP:RKAMP.  It  is  interest- 
jl^K  ing  to  note  the  different  nationalities  which 
l'(^)Jli  are  rei^resented  in  the  settlement  of  Kansas 
^^^  as  in  that  of  other  States,  not  only  West  of 
the  Mississippi,  but  the  entire  LTnion.  The  sons  of 
the  Fatherland  have  done  good  service  upon 
American  soil,  since  the  Colonies  established  their 
independence.  Their  stout  muscles  and  substantial 
traits  of  character  have  served  not  only  themselves 
to  excellent  purpose,  but  have  assisted  in  the  pros- 
perty  and  advancement  of  a  large  section  of  coun- 
try whose  soil  a  half  century  ago  needed  only  such 
cultivation  as  they  were  able  to  give  it,  in  order  to 
yield  the  rich  crops  which  have  made  the  "West  the 
granarj-  of  the  world.  Mr.  Haverkamp  in  1869 
sought  the  soil  of  Kansas  locating  first  in  Riley 
County,  where  he  homesteaded  160  acres  of  land, 
but  in  1880,  selling  this  he  changed  his  residence 
to  AVashington  County,  and  is  now  finely  located 
on  section  30,  Lincoln  Township.  He  has  added 
to  his  first  purchase,  having  in  1885,  secured  160 
acres  adjoining  and  the  whole  240-  acres  has  been 
brought  to  a  good  state  of  cultivation.  The  build- 
ings without  being  pretentious,  answer  the  general 
purposes  of  farm  life  and  the  family  of  our  subject 
has  no  reason  to  complain  of  its   surroundings. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  was  Ijorn  in  the  King- 
dom of  Prussia,  Feb.  16.  1833,  and  is  the  son  of 
Theodore  Haverkamp,  likewise  a  native  of  that 
country,  where  he  made  a  living  as  a  day  laborer 
and  where  he  spent  his  entire  life.  The  mother. 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  (Steflins)  Haverkamp,  was  a  native 
of  the  same  province  as  her  husband  and  both  were 
members  in  good  standing  of  the  German  Catholic 


Church.  They  were  the  parents  of  three  children 
onlj- — Henry,  Elizabeth  and  Bernard.  They  all 
received  a  good  common-school  education  and  Ber- 
nard remained  in  his  native  country  until  a  man  of 
thirty-four  years,  principally'  engaged  in  agricul- 
tural pursuits. 

Finally  being  very  nuicii  dissatisfied  with  his 
surroundings  and  his  prospects,  Mr.  Haverkamp 
decided  to  seek  his  fortune  on  the  soil  of  America. 
The  summer  of  1867  found  him  located  in  Ken- 
tucky, where  he  resided  until  1869.  That  year  he 
came  to  Kansas  and  proceeded  as  we  have  already 
described.  He  was  married  April  19,  1883  to  Miss 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Daniel  Dahm  who  is  now  a 
resident  of  Marshall  County,  this  State.  Mrs. 
Haverkamp  w.as  born  Feb.  5,  1851,  in  Wisconsin, 
and  spent  her  childhood  and  youth  uneventfully 
as  a  member  of  the  parental  household.  Of  the 
four  children  born  of  her  union  with  our  subject 
two  died  in  infancy.  The  survivors  are  Kate  and 
Pvlizabeth  M.  Politically,  Mr.  Ilaverliamp  is  iden- 
tified with  the  Democratic  party  and  he  and  his 
wife  are  members  in  good  standing  of  the  German 
Lutheran  Ciuirch. 


'!>    :m 


^ 


J/OIIN  C.  WIGGINS  resides  on  section  3, 
I  Sherman  Township.  AVashington  County, 
I  where  he  is  operating  the  homestead  for  his 
'  father.  He  was  reared  to  farm  pursuits, 
whieli  since  maturity  he  has  successfully  carried 
on.  He  was  born  in  Elgin,  111.,  July  1,  1854,  and 
was  fifteen  years  of  age  when  his  parents  removed 
to  this  county.  He  continued  to  live  on  the  home 
farm  until  about  1880,  when  he  bought  160  acres 
of  land  on  section  2,  Sherman  Township.  There 
he  resided  until  1885.  when,  at  the  death  of  his 
mother,  he  sold  his  farm  and  bought  eighty  acres 
on  section  10,  adjoining  his  father's  homestead,  and 
came  back  to  operate  that. 

In  January,  1877,  Mr.  AViggins  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Dellie  Avery.  She  was  born 
in  Douglas  County,  111.,  Oct.  6,  1860,  and  is  a  lady 
of  education  and  many  domestic  virtues.  Her 
parents  were  Charles  and  Annie  Avery,  natives  of 
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the  Empire  State,  who  came  to  Illinois  at  quite  an 
early  day.  There  the  mother  died  of  consumption 
some  years  later.  The  father  subsequently  went 
to  Lincoln,  Neb.,  where  he  died  of  the  same  dread 
disease  at  the  age  of  thirty-six  j'ears.  He  had  been 
a  farmer,  but  during  his  later  years  followed  butcii- 
ering.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wiggins  have  been  the  pa- 
rents of  three  children:  Leslie  C,  fifteen  montlis 
old,  now  brightens  their  lireside;  Albert  A.  and 
Elvina  E.  (twins)  died  in  infancy. 

Richard  II.  Wiggins,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Duanesburgh,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  16,  1819. 
When  eleven  years  old  his  parents  removed  to 
Rotterdam,  where  he  remained  until  1845,  at  which 
time  he  removed  to  Elgin,  III.  In  the  latter  place 
he  resided  until  the  spring  of  1860,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Clay  County,  of  the  same  State,  whence 
in  the  fall  of  1869  he  came  to  this  county.  He 
filed  a  claim  of  160  acres  of  land  on  section  3, 
Sherman  Township,  which  he  secured  under  the 
Homestead  Act.  There  he  has  since  resided,  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  stock-raising.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  His  wife 
was  Miss  Anna  Vedder,  who  was  born  in  Rotter- 
dam, N.  Y.,  May  7,  1818.  Her  father,  Nicholas 
Vedder,  was  of  German  descent,  and  a  native  of 
the  Empire  State,  where  he  spent  his  entire  life, 
dying  at  an  advanced  age.  He  was  a  carriage- 
maker  by  trade,  and  was  in  good  circumstances. 
He  was  identified  with  tiie  German  Reformed 
Church.     In  politics  he  was  a  Republican. 

Mrs.  Richard  Wiggins  died  in  this  county  Aug.  6, 
1885,  having  borne  her  husband  ten  children. 
They  were:  Jacob  H.,  who  was  born  Oct.  22.  1840, 
and  died  Aug.  2,  1862;  Nicholas  V.,  who  was  born 
Oct.  9.  1842,  and  died  Sept.  7,  1845;  N''athaniel  B., 
who  was  born  Dec.  29,  1844,  and  died  Sept.  14, 
1845;  Cornelius,  who  was  born  Sept.  18,  1846,  is 
still  living;  Nicholas  V.,  born  Feb.  17,  1850,  died 
Sept.  7,  1850;  Elizabeth;  John  C;  Albert,  who 
was  born  Oct.  12,  1856,  and  died  April  9,  1S60; 
Aaron;  and  Annie  E.,  who  was  born  March  10, 
1863,  and  died  Oct.  16,  1864. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was 
Jacob  Wiggins,  a  native  of  Long  Island,  where  he 
was  born  July  24.  1784.  In  1796  he  removed  to 
Duanesburgh,  N.  Y.,  where  he  resided   until    1830. 


He  then  went  to  Rotterdam,  where  he  ran  a  saw- 
mill until  1845.  At  that  period  he  removed  to 
Cook  County.  III.,  where  he  spent  his  last  days, 
being  gathered  to  his  fathers  Aug.  8,  1850. 

Aaron  Wiggins,  a  brother  of  the  gentleman 
whose  name  heads  this  biography,  was  the  ninth 
child  in  the  parental  family.  He  was  born  Feb.  12, 
1859,  and  since  his  tenth  year  has  been  a  resident 
of  this  county.  At  that  time  he  came  here  with 
his  parents,  and  continued  on  the  home  farm  until 
1880,  when  he  became  the  possessor  of  eighty  acres 
of  land  on  section  3,  Sherman  Township.  In  1882 
he  started  a  fish  pond,  which  covers  an  area  of 
about  six  acres  and  has  a  depth  of  about  fifteen 
feet.  In  1 887  he  stocked  the  pond  with  German 
carp,  and  the  indications  are  that  he  will  make  a 
success  of  carp  raising.  In  1884  he  learned  the 
jeweler's  trade,  and  carried  on  that  business  in  Pal- 
mer two  years.  He  has  also  worked  at  the  trade  a 
short  time  in  other  towns  in  this  State.  During 
the  last  fourye.ars  he  has  been  engaged  in  the  man- 
ufacture of  brooms  at  his  home.  He  intends  giv- 
ing up  that  business,  however,  and  devoting  his 
entire  time  to  pisciculture. 

John  C.  Wiggins  is  a  stanch  Republican,  as  are 
his  father  and  the  brother  of  whom  we  have  made 
brief  mention.  He  is  an  educated  and  enterprising 
gentleman,  kindly  in  his  social  and  domestic  life, 
and  a  trustworthy  citizen,  and  a.s  such  shares  the 
esteem  of  the  community.  Mr.  Wiggins  was  en- 
g.aged  in  the  drug  business  at  Linn,  this  county, 
from  1887  until  1888,  when  he  sold  out  and  re- 
sumed farming. 


JOHN  HATKE.  The  attention  of  the  trav- 
I  cler.  passing  through  the  southern  portion 
j  of  section  15,  Independence  Township, Wash- 
'  ington  County,  is  at  once  attracted  to  the 
homestead  which  has  been  built  up  by  the  industry 
of  the  gentleman  with  whose  name  we  introduce  this 
sketch.  The  farm,  120  acres  in  extent,  has  been 
brought  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  and  is  en- 
tirely surrounded  by  a  neatly  trimmed  hedge, 
making   a  most  beauliful   picture  in  the  landscape. 
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Adjacent  to  the  dwelling  stand  400  evergreen  trees, 
and  there  is  also  a  fine  flower  garden,  laid  out  in 
artistic  form  and  filled  with  some  of  the  choicest 
exotics  which  can  be  produced.  The  dwelling  is  a 
tasteful  modern  structure,  finished  and  furnished  in 
a  manner  at  once  indicative  Of  refined  tastes  and 
ample  means.  Near  by  is  a  fine  barn,  erected  dur- 
ing the  summer  of  1889,  largelj-  by  the  hands  of 
the  proprietor,  and  outside  of  this  at  a  cost  of  $500. 
There  are  upon  the  place  900  fruit  trees  in  good 
bearing  condition,  and  a  half-acre  of  grapes  of 
choice  varieties.  Mr.  Ilatke  is  considerably  in- 
terested in  live-stock,  keeping  eighteen  head  of 
cattle,  thirty-eight  head  of  swine  and  three  good 
horses,  which  are  used  to  carr3f  on  the  farm.  He  is 
likewise  considerable  of  an  apiarist,  having  forty- 
one  hives  of  bees.  In  looking  over  the  farm  and 
its  appurtenances,  it  would  seem  that  there  was 
little  to  be  added  to  make  it  an  ideal  home. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Effingham 
County,  111.,  in  September,  1850,  and  was  the 
youngest  child  of  John  and  Sophy  (Upmore)  Hatke^ 
who  were  natives  of  Germany,  where  they  spent 
their  childhood  and  youth.  Upon  coming  to  Amer 
ica,  they  settled  in  the  vicinity  of  Springfield,  III., 
where  John  Hatke,  Sr.,  departed  this  life.  The 
mother  was  subsequently  married,  in  Illinois,  to  J. 
B.  Schneidjans,  and  they  came  to  Kansas  about 
1869.  Of  the  first  marriage  there  were  born  two 
children — the  subject  of  tkis  sketch  and  his  brother, 
who  is  a  resident  of  Hanover. 

Mr.  Hatke  went  with  his  mother  and  stepfather 
to  Stearns  County,  Minn.,  and  sojourned  with  them 
until  a  youth  of  eighteen  years.  From  that  State 
they  removed  to  Texas,  but  only  remained  there  a 
short  time,  coming  thence  to  Kansas,  in  1870.  Mr. 
Hatke,  when  he  attained  to  his  majorit3',  started  out 
for  himself,  and  was  in  the  employ  of  a  farmer  in 
Hanover  Township,  for  a  period  of  four  years.  In 
the  meantime,  he  saved  what  he  could  of  his  earn- 
ings, and  now  procuring  a  team,  rented  a  farm,  and 
in  connection  with  tliis,  oi)erated  a  threshing-ma  ■ 
chine  for  his  brother,  Frank,  for  two  years.  He 
then  took  up  his  abode  in  Hanover,  where  he  lived 
one  year,  and  at  the  expiration  of  this  time  pur- 
chased a  tract  of  raw  prairie,  which  he  has  trans- 
formed into  one  of  the  finest  farms  in   this  part  of 


the  county.  It  has  taken  no  small  amount  of  labor 
to  bring  it  to  its  present  condition,  and  no  small 
outlay  of  hard  cash.  This,  however,  has  been  capi- 
tal well  invested,  and  yields  handsome  returns. 

On  the  21st  of  January,  1883,  occurred  one  of 
the  most  interesting  and  important  events  in  the 
life  of  Mr.  Hatke,  namely,  his  marriage  with  Miss 
Emma,  daughter  of  Peter  Staub,  now  a  resident  of 
Hanover.  Mrs.  Hatke  was  the  younger  of  two 
children,  comprising  the  parental  household,  and 
was  born  in  Hanover  Township,  this  State,  June 
16,  1864.  She  was  given  a  good  education,  and  re- 
ceived an  excellent  home  training.  Of  her  union 
with  our  subject  there  have  been  born  two  children 
— Frank  and  Barney.  Mr.  Hatke  takes  an  active 
interest  in  politics,  voting  the  straight  Democratic 
ticket.  He  and  his  estimable  wife  are  leading  mem- 
bers of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  attending 
services  at  Hanover. 


lEDRICH  LEVIEN.  Washington  County 
is  indebted  to  Germany  for  many  of  her 
most  successful  farmers  and  best  citizens. 
Among  the  Germans  of  this,  class,  con- 
spicuous place  must  be  given  to  the  above-named 
gentleman,  who  resides  on  section  6,  Hanover 
Township.  The  home  farm  consists  of  200  acres, 
all  well  improved  and  thoroughly  cultivated.  His 
elegant  rural  residence,  which  was  built  in  1886, 
at  a  cost  of  over  $2,000,  and  the  barn,  which  had 
been  erected  five  years  previous  at  a  cost  of 
about  $1,100,  are  among  the  finest  in  the  county, 
while  his  estate  is  still  further  embellished  liy  an 
excellent  orchard  of  fifty  trees,  120  grape  vines 
and  various  small  fruits.  He  is  the  owner  of  525 
acres  of  land,  and  now  has  115  head  of  cattle,  eleven 
horses  and  140  hogs.  He  may  well  be  proud  of 
his  fine  home  and  estate,  all  of  wliicli  has  been  the 
result  of  his  own  efforts. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Herman  and  Al- 
merich  (Schroeder)  Levien,  natives  of  Oldenburg, 
Germany,  where  tiiey  resided  during  their  entire 
lives.  The  father  was  a  farmer,  and  served  for  two 
years  in  the   German  array.     The  mother  died  in 
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1858,  the  father  surviving  until  July  10.  1889.  Ho 
had  accuraulatert  a  considerable  property  and  had 
letired  from  active  life  some  years  before  his  death, 
which  occurred  when  he  was  nearly  eiuhty-nine 
years  old. 

The  parental  family  consisted  of  two  children,  of 
whom  our  subject  was  the  elder,  and  he  was  born 
in  Oldenburg,  Dec.  20,  1838.  He  received  a  good 
education  in  his  native  land  and  language,  and  has 
from  manhood  been  engaged  in  agricultural  jiur- 
.suits.  "When  about  thirty  j'ears  of  age,  he  came  to 
America,  landing  at  Baltimore,  Md.,  and  journey- 
ing westward  to  Peoria  County,  111.  He  removed 
thence  to  Hanover,  this  State,  where  he  rented  a 
farm  for  one  se.ison.  He  bought  160  acres,  which 
constituted  the  nucleus  of  his  present  estate,  and 
which  he  has  increased  to  the  amount  of  acreage 
above-mentioned. 

On  the  13th  of  November,  1870,  Mr.  Levien  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Johanna  AVulff,  daughter 
of  John  B.  and  Almuth  (Bruns)  Wulff,  of  Olden- 
Ijurg,  Germany.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wulff  came  to 
America  in  1870,  and  to  Kansas  the  same  year.  Of 
their  family  of  five  children,  Mrs.  Levien  was  the 
eldest,  and  was  born  Dec.  25,  1846,  in  the  same 
town  which  was  her  husband's  birthplace.  The 
union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Levien  has  resulted  in  the 
birth  of  eight  children.  The  eldest,  John  George, 
was  born  Aug.  i),  1871,  and  departed  this  life  Jan. 
8,  1877.  His  body  was  interred  in  Hanover,  not 
far  from  the  home  of  his  sorrowing  parents.  Their 
living  children  are:  Anna,  born  June  10,  1873; 
Miiry,  April  14, 1875;  Alma,  Oct.  28,  1877;  Sophie, 
Jan.  6,  1879;  George,  Jan.  4,  1881 ;  Hermine,  Aug. 
2,  1883;  and  Henry,  April  18,  1889. 

Mr.  Levien  takes  an  interest  in  politics,  and 
votes  the  Republican  ticket.  He  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  Lodge  No.  155.  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Hanover,  and 
at  one  time  was  Road  Overseer,  and  is  now  Director 
of  School  District  No.  Ill,  discharging  the  duties 
of  the  office  in  a  faithful  and  efficient  way.  He  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  German  Lutheran 
Church,  at  Hanover.  He  has  been  the  administrator 
of  several  estates,  and  is  now  the  guardian  of  two 
minors.  He  is  a  man  of  strict  integrity,  of  a  lib- 
eral nature,  and  is  held  in  high  repute  in  the  com- 
munity.    We    invite    the   attention   of  our   many 


readers  to  a  fine  lithograi)hic  view,  wliich  may  be 
found  elsewhere  in  this  volume,  of  the  handsome 
residence,  outbuildings  and  stock  on  the  farm  of 
m.  Lev  ion. 


^^BRAHAM  P.  McCULLEY.  The  subject 
^^=1|    of  this  sketch  is  one  of  the  most  substan- 

llj  IB  tial  agriculturalists  of  Farmington  Town- 
^J  ship,  Washington  County,  and  pursues  the 
even  tenor  of  his  way  at  his  well-regulated  home- 
stead on  section  25.  which  embraces  110  acres  of 
choice  land  upon  which  he  has  made  good  improve- 
ments. He  came  here  in  the  spring  of  1868  and 
homesteaded  160  acres  of  land  on  section  25,  tak- 
ing up  his  residence  there  the  following  j^ear.  He 
was  reared  to  farm  pursuits  and  of  these  has  made 
an  art  and  a  science;  in  the  meantime  he  has  laid 
something  by  for  a  rainy  day  and  has  surrounded 
his  family  with  all  the  comforts  of   life. 

Mr.  McCnlley  was  born  in  Brown  County,  Ohio, 
Oct.  22,  1846  and  lived  there  with  his  parents  un- 
til a  lad  of  eight  years.  The  family  then  sought 
the  country  west  of  the  Mississippi,  locating  in 
Mahaska  Count3%  Iowa,  where  Abraham  P.,  de- 
veloped into  manhood  and  completed  his  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools.  He  was  married  at 
his  own  home  in  Farmington  Township,  this  State, 
May  12,  1870,  to  Miss  Rachel  J.  Breckenridge. 
Mrs.  McCulley  was  born  in  Adams  County,  Ohio, 
Oct.  22,  1845  and  our  subject  and  bis  wife  thus 
have  the  privilege  of  celebrating  their  birthd.ay  in 
common. 

John  McCulley,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
likewise  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  married  Miss  Cath- 
erine Workman,  who  was  born  and  reared  not  far 
from  the  early  home  of  her  husband.  After  mar- 
riage they  continued  residents  of  Brown  County 
until  their  removal  to  Iowa,  where  they  lived  until 
1869.  After  coming  to  Kansas  the  mother  died  in 
August,  1882.  John  McCulley  survived  his  wife 
not  quite  thres  years,  passing  awaj-  in  June,  1885. 
The  parental  family  included  six  children,  of  whom 
Abraham  was  next  to  the  youngest;  five  of  these 
are  living  and  located  mostly  in  Kansas. 

The  parents  of   our  subject's  wife  were    Roddy 
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andjane  (Cross)  Breckenridge,  natives  respectively 
of  Kentucky  and  Ohio.  After  marriage  they 
lived  in  Adams  County,  the  latter  State,  until  tlieir 
removal  to  Mahaska  County,  Iowa,  where  tlie 
mother  died.  Mr.  Breckenridge  about  1874  came 
to  Kansas  and  settled  in  Parmington  Township,  but 
subsequently  removed  to  Nemaha  County,  where 
his  death  took  place  in  December,  1883.  He  was 
the  father  of  ten  children,  Mrs.  McCulley  being 
the  sixth  in  order  of  birth.  She  became  the  mother 
of  six  children,  viz:  Arthur  M.,  John  T.,  Roddy 
L.,  Rancy  E.  and  two  who  died  in  infancj-. 

Mr.  McCulley  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
U.  S.  Grant,  and  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  Republi- 
can princit)les. .  He  and  his  estimable  wife  are 
numbered  among  the  most  faithful  members  and 
attendants  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church. 
Although  plain  and  unassuming  people  the}'  have 
been  no  unimportant  factors  in  upholding  the  moral 
and  social  element  of  the  community,  being  the 
friends  of  law  and  order  and  representing  the  best 
qualities  of  citizenship. 

Mr.  McCulley  has  a  homestead  of  which  he  may 
justly  be  proud  as  it  represents  the  result  of  years 
of  unremitting  toil.  Elsewhere  in  this  volume  ap- 
pears a  lithographic  view  of  his  neatly  finished  res- 
idence with  its  pleasant  surroundings. 

bARS  ANDERSON.  This  gentleman  is  a 
)  prominent  resident  of  Morgauville  and  in- 
,  deed  of  Cla}'  County.  His  residence,  a 
commodious  and  well  designed  frame  structure,  is 
situated  within  the  city  limits  of  Morganville,  and 
the  adjoining  estate  of  about  eighty  acres  is  furn- 
ished with  a  good  barn,  orchard  and  other  conven- 
iences. Mr.  Anderson  owns  1,282  acres  in  this 
county,  the  most  of  this  splendid  landed  estate 
being  under  fine  cultivation. 

Mr.  Anderson  was  born  on  the  farm  Tvedt  in 
Holmedal  Sogen,  Skonevegs  Prestejeld.  South 
Ilordland.  Bergens  Stift,  Norway,  Aug.  3,  1835. 
lie  is  the  son  of  Andrew  T.  Anderson  and  Mangela, 
daughter  of  Lars  Skromo.  The  parents  and  ances- 
try were  Lutherans  and  in  that   church  our  subject 


was  reared.  He  came  to  the  United  States  in  the 
spring  of  1856,  making  the  voyage  on  the  Norwe- 
gian sail  ship  "  Hakonadel  Sten."  He  left  Norway 
on  ^lay  16,  and  landed  at  Quebec,  July  27.  Thence 
he  went  directly  to  Chicago,  111.,  and  then  located 
in  Kendall  Couuty,  and  in  that  part  of  the  State 
lived  until  the  spring  of  1870.  He  first  worked  as 
a  farm  hand  for  some  two  years,  following  which 
for  four  years  he  was  hired  to  a  nursery  man.  He 
then  began  farming  and  raising  trees.  The  latter 
occupation  he  followed  about  twelve  months, 
when  he  sold  the  nursery  and  devoted  his  entire 
attention  to  agriculture  for  the  succeeding  four 
3'ears.  He  then  engaged  in  the  sale  of  general 
merchandise  and  in  this  business  spent  a  similar 
length  of  time. 

In  May,  1870,  Blr.  Anderson  sold  the  stock  and 
good-will  of  his  mercantile  business,  rented  the 
store-room  which  he  had  built,  and  came  to  Kan- 
sas. He  took  a  homestead  of  160  acres  in  what  is 
now  Garfield  Township,  this  county,  and  pre- 
empted the  same  amount.  He  lived  on  the  home- 
stead several  3'ears,  during  which  time  he  improved 
and  beautified  it.  About  two  years  after  coming 
to  this  State  he  bought  560  acres  on  a  creek  bot- 
tom in  Sherman  Township,  and  moved  to  the  new 
place.  There  he  built  a  house,  broke  the  prairie, 
and  two  3'ears  after  his  purchase  sold  the  farm  and 
moved  back  to  his  homestead.  About  the  3'ear 
1886  he  removed  to  his  present  home  in  the  city. 

When  Mr.  Anderson  located  on  his  homestead 
there  were  only  two  or  three  houses  between  it  and 
Clay  Center,  which  was  then  a  village  containing 
three  stores,  one  mill  and  a  couple  of  blacksmith 
shops.  Morganville  was  not  then  established.  The 
splendid  estate  which  Mr.  Anderson  now  owns,  he 
has  acquired  by  his  energetic  labors  and  excellent 
judgment,  combined  with  prudence  and  econom3' 
during  the  years  of  his  pecuniary  struggles.  He  is 
one  of  the  most  successful  men  of  the  township, 
and  may  well  be  proud  of  the  position  which  he 
has  attained  among  the  property  owners  of  this 
vicinit}'. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  came  to  the  United 
States  in  1861,  and  a  few  years  later  accompanied 
their  son  to  Kansas,  making  their  home  with  him. 
The  father's  death  occurred  in  February,  1 883,  he 
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being  eighty-five  years  and  five  mouths  old.  The 
widowed  mother  still  survives,  at  the  advanced  age 
<if  eighty-five  years. 

The  family  of  Mr.  Anderson  consists  of  four 
daughters  and  one  son.  Tlie  oldest  child.  Jennie 
JM..  is  now  attending  the  business  college  at  Law- 
rence, this  State.  The  second  child.  Leugha  C,  is 
at  college  at  Northfleld,  Minn.;  Ella,  Severt  and 
Carry  are  still  at  home. 

Mr.  Anderson  and  family  are  members  of  the 
Lutheran  Church.  His  private  character  is  irre- 
proachable,'aud  he  is  as  a  citizen,  reliable  and  trust- 
worthy. 


JOHN  AFFLECK.  The  biographer  in  mak- 
ing his  way  among  the  well-to-do  farmers  of 
Garfield  Township,  found  none  more  worthy 
of  mention  in  a  work  of  this  kind  than  him 
with  whose  name  we  introduce  this  biographical 
outline  and  who,  by  his  industry  and  forethought, 
has  made  for  himself  one  of  the  most  desirable 
homesteads  in  that  region.  He  comes  from  one  of 
the  best  countries  on  the  face  of  the  globe — Scot- 
Land — having  been  born  in  the  city  of  Glasgow, 
Dee.  26,  1825.  He  was  there  reared  and  educated 
and  learned  the  trade  of  a  book  binder.  He  had 
been  a  thoughtful  and  ambitious  lad  from  his  youtii 
up  and  had  read  much  concerning  the  advantages 
offered  in  the  United  States  for  the  young  and  en- 
terprising emigrant.  He  determined  to  seek  this 
countrj'  and  on  the  12th  of  May.  1847,  when  a 
young  man  in  the  twenty-second  year  of  his  age. 
he  set  out  from  Portsmouth,  England,  on  a  sail- 
ing vessel  the  -'Appola "  and  landed  in  the  city 
of  (^ueliec  on  the  5th  of  July,  following.  He 
worked  at  his  trade  there  about  three  years  and 
thence  went  to  Toronto  where  lie  sojourned  until 
1857.  There  he  was  married  to  Miss  Jane,  daugh- 
ter of  William  Patterson,  a  native  of  Ireland.  In 
the  month  of  April  they  removed  to  New  York 
Citi"  where  Mr.  Affleck  followed  his  trade  until 
18C1. 

The  Civil  War  now  being  in  progress,  furnished 
to  Mr.  AfHeck.  as  to  others,  unlooked  for  employ- 
ment and  he  enlisted  as  a  Union  soldier  in  the  Isf 


New  York  Cavalry.  He  served  three  years  and 
was  present  at  many  a  hard-fought  battle  including 
those  In  the  ;\IcClellan  campaign,  winding  up  at 
Anlietam.  Later  he  went  up  the  .Shenandoah  Val- 
ley and  near  Winchester  was  captuied  by  the  enemy 
and  conveyed  to  Libby  Prison.  He  was  confined 
tliere  about  forty-two  weeks  and  was  then  taken  to 
Belle  Isle  where  he  staid  about  two  weeks,  after 
which  he  was  exchanged  and  went  to  Annapolis 
with  other  paroled  prisoners.  From  that  lime  until 
joining  his  regiment  he  was  in  Washington.  D.  C. 

In  the  fall  of  1863  Mr.  Affleck  joined  his  com- 
rades in  the  old  regiment  in  time  to  participate  in 
the  battle  of  Piedmont,  when  he  was  again  cap- 
tured, but  immediately  escaped,  joining  his  regi- 
ment on  the  march  to  Lynchburg,  and  thereafter 
engaged  in  numerous  skirmishes.  August  28,  1864, 
he  received  his  honorable  discharge  at  Harper's 
Ferry,  and  soon  afterward  returned  to  New  York 
State.  In  the  meantime  his  first  wife,  to  whom  he 
had  been  married  in  Canada,  died  in  July.  1862, 
leaving  one  child,  a  son.  Joseph. 

In  May,  1865,  Mr.  Affleck  contracted  a  second 
marriage  with  Miss  Barbara,  daughter  of  William 
and  Mary  (Milligan)  Milroy,  the  wedding  taking 
place  at  the  bride's  home  in  New  York  Cit}-.  Mrs. 
Affleck  and  her  parents  were  both  natives  of  Scot- 
land, where  the  latter  died.  The  daughter  emi- 
grated to  America  in  1859.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Milroy 
were  Scotch  Presbyterians  in  religion  as  also  were 
the  parents  of  Mr.  Affleck's  first  wife.  Our  subject 
after  this  marriage  worked  at  his  trade  in  New 
York  City,  until  1870,  and  in  the  spring  of  that 
year  set  out  for  Kansas. 

Coming  directly  to  Clay  County,  Mr.  Affleck  now 
homesteaded  160  acres  of  land  on  section  2,  Garfield 
Township,  where  he  took  up  his  abode  and  has 
since  lived.  The  little  family  occupied  a  tent  until 
the  f.ather  and  son  could  construct  a  dugout  which 
had  a  sod  upper  story  and  was  covered  with  boards. 
In  the  fall  Mr.  Affleck  put  up  a  little  frame  house 
12  X  14  feet  in  dimensions  which  they  oco-upied 
several  years.  After  making  some  other  improve- 
ments on  his  farm  Mr.  Affleck,  leaving  his  family', 
returned  to  New  York  City,  and  worked  at  his  trade 
about  ten  months  in  order  to  obtain  the  needed 
funds  required  for  further  improving  his  property-. 
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Upon  coming  back  lie  gave  his  attention  entirely 
to  his  farm,  making  fences,  erecting  buildings  and 
planting  forest  and  fruit  trees.  He  has  an  apple 
orchard  of  100  trees  and  about  thirty  peach  trees 
in  good  bearing  condition.  His  timber  claim  of 
eighty  acres  embraces  about  4,000  trees  while  he 
has  five  acres  elsewhere,  being  thus  fully  supplied 
with  the  material  for  lumber  and  fuel. 

To  our  subject  and  his  iJresent  wife  there  have 
been  born  eight  children,  viz.:  William,  Ellen,  Anna, 
Mary,  Alice,  John,  Isabel  and  James.  They  are 
all  living  and  with  their  parents,  are  members  in 
good  standing  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Mr. 
AtHeck  has  ofHciated  as  an  Elder  in  his  church  since 
its  organization.  He  gives  his  support  to  the  Re- 
publican party  and  is  a  member  of  Sedgwick  Post, 
G.  A.  R.  at  Clifton.  Aside  from  serving  as  Justice 
of  the  Peace,  he  has  never  assumed  the  responsibili- 
ties of  office.  He  is  a  man  universally  respected 
for  the  sterling  worth  of  his  character  and  is  looked 
upon  as  one  of  the  representative  men  of  an  in- 
telligent community. 


HILIP  ROTHMAN.  Among  the  influen- 
tial residents  of  Cla\'  Center,  few  are  better 
known  and  none  more  highly  respected 
J\  than  the  gentleman  whose  life  is  thus 
briefly  outlined  in  its  most  important  phases.  For 
many  years  and  during  the  most  active  period  of 
his  life  he  was  engaged  in  farming  pursuits,  but 
having  retired  from  the  arduous  labors  necessary 
to  success  in  this  vocation,  he  is  now  a  prosperous 
coal  dealer,  and  associated  with  the  most  vital  in- 
terests of  his  county.  Many  changes  have  been 
wrought  in  the  face  of  the  landscape  since  his 
arrival  with  his  family,  Aug.  15,  1862,  when  nature 
yet  wore  the  primitive  appearance  of  all  frontier 
communities  and  wild  animals  ranged  at  will. 
Immediately  preceding  his  arrival  in  Clay  County, 
the  town  site  of  the  present  flourishing  town  of 
Clay  Center  had  been  laid  out,  and  Mr.  Rothman 
was  so  pleased  with  the  appearance  of  the  land  and 
the  outlook  for  the  future,  that  he  took  up  a  home- 
stead of  160  acres  three  miles  east  of  the  city,  this 


land  being  now  included  in  the  County  Poor  Farm. 
Our  subject  and  his  family  were  accompanied  on 
their  removal  here  from  Doniphan  County  by  four 
other  families,  and  when  they  had  located  in  the 
county,  the  census  thereof  showed  only  sixteen 
households.  From  such  a  beginning  Mr.  Rothman 
has  watched  the  growth  of  Clay  Count3',  until  now 
he  takes  justifiable  pride  in  beholding  the  results 
of  the  labors  of  those  worthy  pioneers,  among 
whom  he  occupies  an  honorable  position. 

After  building  a  log  cabin,  with  floor  and  roof 
of  dirt,  Mr.  Rothman  saw  his  family  domiciled 
therein  and  surrounded  with  the  necessities  of  life, 
and  then  he  proceeded  to  improve  the  land  he  had 
preempted,  breaking,  plowing,  and  planting  with 
undaunted  perseverance,  and  finally  bringing  the 
land  out  of  its  original  condition  until  it  became 
one  of  the  garden  spots  of  the  county.  The  first 
years  of  his  residence  here  he  raised  only  small 
crops,  and  took  the  products  of  his  labor  to  Junc- 
tion City  or  Ft.  Riley,  thirty-five  miles  distant, 
where  he  secured  fair  prices.  Continuing  his  work, 
I  he  brought  100  acres  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation, 
enclosed  with  good  fences  and  embellished  with 
first-class  farm  buildings.  The  old  log  cabin  was  in 
due  time  replaced  by  a  handsome  residence  of  mod- 
ern design,  the  shingles  for  which  our  subject  con- 
veyed from  Cla}'  Center.  He  afterward  added  to 
the  attractions  of  his  estate  by  planting  an  avenue 
of  trees,  which  yet  stand,  and  form  the  beautiful 
driveway  leading  to  the  Poor  House.  The  vine- 
yard which  Mr.  Rothman  planted  was  the  first  in 
the  county,  while  he  also  planted  an  orchard,  con- 
taining many  choice  varieties  of  apple  trees.  Hav- 
ing put  all  these  valuable  improvements  on  his 
farm,  he  was  enabled  to  sell  it  in  1875  at  a  fair 
profit,  and  for  two  years  prior  to  that  time  and 
ever  since  he  has  made  Clay  Center  his  home. 

Having  erected  a  fine  hotel  in  Clay  Center,  Mr. 
Rothman  opened  it  under  the  name  of  the  "Farm- 
ers" Resort,"  and  continued  its  proprietor  until 
1885,  when  having  built  a  commodious  and  at- 
tractive residence  on  tlie  corner  of  Sixth  and  Court 
streets,  opposite  the  Court  House  Square,  he  moved 
into  it  and  is  there  living  happily,  surrounded  by 
the  comforts  of  earthly  existence.  He  is  still  in- 
terested   in   fruits,   and    has   on  his  homestead  the 
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finest  pears  raised  in  the  county,  fully  equal  in  their 
delicious  flavor  and  sweetness  to  the  boasted  Cali- 
fornia fruit.  These  he  has  sold  at  fifty  cents  per 
dozen,  and  besides  raises  a  choice  variety  of  plums, 
cherries  and  apples;  while  he  devotes  a  one-half 
acre  to  the  culture  of  the  grape,  and  has  one  of  the 
finest  grape  arbors  in  the  city. 

Mr.  Rothman  was  born  in  Ilesse-Dariustadt,  May 
12,  1828,  and  in  this  province  he  passed  the  first 
twenty  years  of  his  life,  coining  in  1848  to  Illinois, 
and  stopping  in  St.  Clair  County.  He  was  en- 
gaged for  a  few  years  in  railroading,  being  foreman 
on  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  Railroad,  and  on  the 
Hannibal  &  St.  Joseph  Railroad,  which  line  runs 
through  Hannibal,  Mo.  In  the  latter  city  he  met 
and  married,  in  1856,  Miss  Regiiia  Tr(>ut,  a  native 
of  Germany  and  born  April  17,  1824.  There  have 
come  to  them  a  family  of  six  children,  of  whom 
three  survive,  namely:  Mary,  who  married  J.  P. 
Redmond,  and  lives  in  Clay  Center;  Margaret, 
Mrs.  Herring,  resides  in  Kansas  City;  Regina  E.  is 
at  home  with  her  parents.  The  family  are  members 
of  the  Lutheran  Church,  .while  Mr.  Rothman, 
]iolitically,  supports  the  Democratic  party,  in  which 
he  is  one  of  the  leaders  of  his  community.  He  is 
also  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  of  the 
K.  of  P.  lie  was  elected  Sheriff  of  Clay  County  in 
1868.  and  was  so  successful  in  the  first  term  of 
office  that  he  was  again  chosen,  thus  serving  four 
j'ears  in  that  responsible  position.  He  was  ])c|)uty 
Marshal  ten  years  under  tlio  Rfpulilitnn  .and  four 
years  under  the  Democratic  Ailministral ion.  He 
wields  a  power  with  those  who  know  him  best,  such 
as  can  be  attained  only  by  an  honorable  and  up- 
right life,  and  is  reasoiialily  proud  of  his  share  in 
developing  the  vast  resources  of  Clay  County. 


\Ji  '■''' 


JAM  H.  TAYLOR.  Among  the  sue- 
L-essful  farmers  and  stock-breeders  of  Clay 
County,  this  gentleman  deserves  mention. 
He  keeps  the  best  and  most  popular  breeds  of 
horses  and  cattle.  He  is  located  on  section  4,  Mul- 
berry Townslii|i,  his  farm  being  favorably  situated 
ill  the  first  bottom  of    the   Republican    River,  and 


between  that  stream  and  Scribner  Creek.  Mr.  Tay- 
lor purchased  the  farm  in  1882,  and  has  since  made 
most  of  the  improvements  upon  it,  which  include 
adequate  and  substantial  farm  buildings  of  various 
kinds.  Mr.  Taylor  came  to  this  county  from  Brant- 
ford  Township,  Washington  County,  where  he  had 
lived  for  a  year  previous,  and  to  which  he  had 
removed  from  his  native  State  of  Illinois. 

The  grandparents  of  our  subject.  William  and 
Ellen  (McMahan)  Taylor,  were  born  in  the  Old 
Dominion,  both  being  of  Irish  parentage.  They 
went  to  Kentucky  in  early  life,  and  there  were  mar- 
ried, making  their  home  near  Hopkinsville  for 
many  years.  Several  children  were  there  born  to 
them.  In  the  early  part  of  the  present  century 
the}'  settled  in  Williamson  County,  111.,  the  country 
around  them  being  all  unbroken  by  the  hand  of 
man.  They  improved  a  large  tract,  and  succeeded 
well  in  farming  and  stock-raising,  making  a  spe- 
cialtj-  of  the  latter.  Mrs.  Taylor  died  about  the 
year  1867,  at  the  age  of  seventy  years.  Mr.  Tay- 
lor survived  until  the  summer  of  1874,  when  he 
too  passed  away,  having  lived  to  the  advanced  ngo 
of  ninetj'  years.  His  death  was  the  result  of  old 
age.  and  he  passed  away  as  if  in  sleep.  At  the  time 
of  his  decease,  every  tooth  in  his  head  w.as  sound. 
He  had  been  a  temperate  man  in  all  things,  and  was 
of  pronounced  morals.  He  belonged  to  no  religious 
body,  but  in  n^ost  particulars  held  the  faith  of  the 
Christian  Church.  In  his  political  views  he  was 
first  a  Whig,  and  later  a  Republican.  In  his  |)lace 
and  generation  he  was  a  representative  citizen. 

James  Taylor,  the  son  of  the  above  noted,  was 
born  in  Kentucky,  and  removed  with  his  parents 
to  Illinois.  There  he  was  married  to  Miss  Sabra 
Hindman,  a  native  of  Williamson  County.  She  bore 
him  four  sons  and  four  daughters,  all  but  two  of 
whom  are  still  living,  all  thesurvivors  having  fam- 
ilies. She  died  some  years  since,  and  Mr.  Taylor 
is  now  living  with  his  second  wife.  He  is  now 
nearly  four-score  years  of  age,  has  alw.ays  been  a 
man  of  steady  habits  and  highly  respected  by  his 
neighbors. 

When  Abraham  Lincoln  issued  his  second  call 
for  troops  in  1861,  James  Taylor  and  three  sons. 
Willinm  II..  Kliiis.  and  Newton,  .'iiiswcreil  the  call. 
The  fathei-  mid  two  sons  were  enrolled  in    the    UUtli 
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Illinois  Infantry,  Company  K,  the  regiment  being 
coramanderl  by  Col.  Toler.  The  60th  served  under 
the  gallant  Gen.  Sherman,  while  the  regiment  to 
which  the  son  Newton  belonged,  was  under  com- 
mand of  "Pap"  Thomas.  All  of  the  family  group 
were  privates  except  one,  Elias,  who  held  the  rank 
of  Orderly  Sergeant.  All  reported  for  duty  nearly 
every  day  during  their  terms  of  service,  and  took 
an  active  part  in  all  the  engagements  of  their  regi- 
ments. The  father  was  twice  wounded,  both  times 
seriously,  he  being  the  only  one  of  the  band  who 
was  injured.  All,  however,  narrowly  escaped 
wounds,  receiving  numerous  bullet  holes  in  their 
clothing.  Each  served  more  than  three  years,  the 
entire  period  of  the  father's  army-iife  being  four 
and  a  half  years,  he  having  re-enlisted  as  a  veteran. 

William  H.  Taylor,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  j 
was  born  in  Herring  Prairie,  Williamson  Co.,  111., 
on  the  14th  of  January,  1838,  and  is  the  eld- 
est of  his  mother's  children.  He  was  the  recip- 
ient of  excellent  home  training  from  his  worthy 
parents,  and  resided  under  the  home  roof  until  after 
the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  War,  when  he  accom- 
panied his  father  and  brothers  to  the  front.  When 
mustered  out  of  service  after  his  valiant  army  life, 
he  took  up  for  himself  the  duties  of  a  civilian.  He 
was  married  in  his  native  county,  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
E.  Mclnturff,  in  whom  he  found  the  qualities  he 
thought  most  desirable  in  a  life  companion.  After 
some  years  residence  in  their  native  State  and 
county,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Taylor  removed  to  Kansas, 
as  noted  at  the  beginning  of  this  sketch. 

Mrs.  Taylor  was  born  in  Tennessee,  but  reared  in 
Williamson  County,  111.  Her  parents,  James  and 
Catherine  Ann  (Clapp)  Mclnturff  are  natives  of 
Tennessee,  whence  they  removed  to  Kentucky,  later 
to  Illinois,  and  finally  to  Kansas.  They  are  now 
living  in  Mning,  this  county',  retired  farmers,  both 
being  well  advanced  in  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ta^-- 
lor  have  had  nine  children  born  to  them,  five  of 
whom  have  been  removed  from  them  by  death. 
The  deceased  are  Eddie  .and  Myrtie,  twins,  and  three 
infants  unnamed.  The  survivors  are  Joanna  May, 
James  H.,  and  Nannie  C.  and  Belle  S.,  twins.  They 
are  well-educated,  very  intelligent  for  their  years, 
and  possessed  of  good  manners. 

Mr.  Taylor  is  a  member  of  Sedgwick   Post  No 


24,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Clifton.  In  politics,  he  is  a  Re- 
publican. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Taylor  and  the  two  eldest 
children,  are  members  of  the  Christian  Church,  in 
which  he  holds  the  office  of  Elder,  and  has  been  an 
official  member  since  the  organization  of  the  so- 
ciety here,  a  work  in  which  he  was  very  instrumen- 
tal.    The  church  is  generously  supported    by  him. 

J|ONAH  W.  TURNER  came  to  Clay  County, 
1  Kan.,  from  Jo  Daviess  County,  111.,  in  1871, 
!  and  purchased  160  acres  of  land  in  Mulberry 
'  Township,  where  he  has  since  sojourned. 
About  the  same  time  he  also  homesteaded  eighty 
acres  on  section  15,and  has  now  eighty  acres  of  well- 
improved  laud  there,  which  has  become  the  source 
of  a  comfortable  income.  He  was  born  in  Hancock 
County,  Ind.,  Feb.  4.  1840,  and  is  the  son  of  Adam 
Turner,  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  a  farmer  and  general 
mechanic  by  occupation.  The  latter,  emigrated  to 
Indiana  a  single  man,  .and  was  there  married  to 
Miss  Elizabeth  A.  S.  Troxel.  This  lady  was  born 
in  Maryland,  and  was  of  English  ancestry.  Her 
parents  were  likewise  natives  of  that  State,  and  emi- 
grated to  Indiana  at  an  earl^^  day.  In  1 840  they 
removed  to  Illinois,  spending  the  remainder  of  their 
lives  in  Jo  Daviess  County. 

Adam  Turner  and  his  wife,  after  their  marriage, 
sojourned  in  Indiana  among  its  earliest  pioneers 
until  after  the  birth  of  two  children — Jonah,  our 
subject,  being  the  younger.  Then,  in  1840,  they 
emigrated  to  Wisconsin,  settling  in  the  new  min- 
ing town  of  ShuUsburg.  where  the  father  became 
interested  in  the  mines.  Later,  in  1850,  he  le- 
moved  to  Guilford  Township,  Jo  Daviess  Co.,  III., 
and  died  there  Nov.  3,  1854,  at  the  age  of  forty- 
seven  years,  having  been  born  Nov.  25,  1807.  He 
was  a  good  man  in  the  broadest  sense  of  the  term, 
a  Whig,  politically,  and  a  citizen  highly  esteemed 
in  his  community. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  survived  her  husband 
some  years,  then  coming  to  Kansas,  died  at  the 
home  of  her  son-in-law,  J.  A.  Dittmar,  in  Clay 
Center,  April  12.  1«8().  She  was  then  sixty-two 
years  old,  hnving  been  liorn   Seiit.    11.    1818.     She 
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found  lier  religious  home  in  tlie  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Churcli.  Jonah  was  only  a  few  months  old 
when  his  parents  removed  to  Wisconsin.  He  went 
with  them  to  Illinois,  and  received  his  early  educa- 
tion in  Jo  Daviess  County,  where  he  likewise  at- 
tained to  his  majority.  In  1870.  with  his  mother 
and  two  sisters,  he  came  to  Kansas,  and  for  some 
years  they  all  lived  together. 

When  ready  to  establish  a  fireside  of  his  own, 
Mr.  Turner  was  married  June  4,  1879,  in  Clifton, 
Kan.,  to  Miss  Julia  A.  Wellborn.  This  lady  was  a 
native  of  Wilkes  County,  N.  C,  and  was  born  Oct. 
;).  1843.  Her  parents  were  Thomas  S.  and  Amanda 
(Templeton)  Wellborn,  likewise  natives  of  North 
Carolina,  the  father  being  of  Seotcli  ancestry, 
and  born  in  Stokes  County,  and  the  mother  in 
Iredell  County.  After  marriage  they  lived  for  a 
number  of  years  in  Wilkes  County.  In  the  year 
18(52  they  removed  to  Watauga  County,  and  from 
there,  in  1864,  to  Washington  County,  E.  Tenn., 
where  they  settled  upon  a  farm,  and  have  since 
made  their  home  in  that  countj',  being  now  resi- 
dents of  Johnson  City.  The  father  is  now  about 
seventy-eight  years,  and  tlie  mother  seventy-four 
years  old.  They  are  most  worthy  and  excellent 
people,  and  members  in  good  standing  of  the  :Metli- 
odist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Wellborn  was  a 
strong  Union  man  during  the  late  Civil  War,  and 
suffered  much  on  account  of  his  principles,  losing 
all  his  property  and  enduring  mar.y  outrages.  One 
of  liis  sons  was  killed  duiing  tliat  terrible  time,  and 
lie  nearly  lost  liis  own  life,  because  he  strenuously 
opposed  secession  and  slaverj-. 

Mrs.  Turner  remained  with  her  parents  until  af- 
ter their  removal  to  Tennessee,  and  having  acquired 
a  good  education,  occupied  herself  as  a  teacher. 
.She  came  to  Kansas  in  1877,  and  two  years  later 
was  married.  .She  became  the  mother  of  four  chil- 
dren, two  of  whom  died  unnamed.  The  survivors 
are:  J.  Bessie,  and  Francis  M.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Turner  are  connected  with  tlie  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  politically,  Mr.  Turner  is  a  supporter 
of  the  Republican  party.  He  has  held  the  office  of 
Justice  of  the  Peace  and  Township  Trustee,  to- 
gether with  other  positions  of  trust  and  responsi- 
bility. 

After  the  last  call  for  troops,  Mr.  Turner,  on  the 


(5th  of  October,  1864.  enlisted  in  Company  E,  17th 
Illinois  Cavalry,  which  operated  mostly  in  South- 
ern Missouri  and  Kansas  in  the  scouting  service. 
The  war  ending  a  few  months  afterward,  he  was  not 
called  upon  to  participate  in  any  active  fighting, 
and  was  honorably  discharged  at  Ft.  Leavenworth, 
Oct.  6,  1865.  one  year  from  the  time  of  his  enlist- 
ment. 


OHN  R.  SCOTT,  Manager  of  the  Disjmtch, 
published  at  Clay  Center,  is  regarded  by  the 
citizens  of  Clay  Center  and  vicinity,  as  a 
gentleman  of  sterling  worth,  upright  and 
trustworthy,  and  is  justly  held  in  high  esteem.  His 
business  qualifications  are  only  equalled  by  those 
which  constitute  the  most  desirable  elements  in  a 
citizen  and  a  member  of  society.  A  native  of  St. 
Lawrence  County,  N.  Y.,  l\Ir.  Scott  was  born  Aug. 
•22,  1862,  and  is  the  son  of  James  S.  and  Margaret 
H.  (Bishop)  Scott. 

This  branch  of  the  Scott  family  is  of  Scotch- 
Irish  descent,  but  for  many  generations  have  been 
residents  of  the  United  States,  most  of  them  living 
in  Pennsylvania,  where  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, William  Scott,  was  born  in  Beaver  County. 
He  there  spent  his  lifetime  on  a  farm,  dying  about 
the  year  1861.  His  wife  was  a  Miss  Young,  who 
passed  away  a  few  years  prior  to  the  decease  of  her 
husband.  They  had  a  family  of  five  sons  and  three 
daughters,  one  daughter  d^'ing  about  the  time 
of  reaching  womanhood.  Robert  G.,  a  farmer  in 
McDorough  County,  111.,  died  about  the  year  1875. 
James  S.  Scott  departed  this  life  July  18,  1889. 
Five  of  his  children  yet  survive.  William  is  farming 
in  Dakota;  David  is  pursuing  agriculture  near  Page 
Cicy,  Iowa;  John  Y.  is  a  machinist,  and  lives  at 
Parsons,  this  State;  Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of  Andrew 
Watcrson,  a  farmer  at  Beaver,  Pa.;  Rebecca  is  the 
wife  of  David  McKeague,  who  is  farming  near 
Beaver  Falls,  Pa.  James  S.  Scott  was  born  in 
Beaver  County,  Pa.,  Aug.  8.  1823,  and  received  his 
early  education  in  the  common  schools  of  his  na- 
tive county,  wliich  he  attended  until  he  was  seven- 
teen years  old.    He  then  beg.-ui  an  apprenticeship  at 
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blacksmitliing,  at  which  he  worked  for  about  four 
years.  Desiring,  however,  to  obtain  a  better  edu- 
cation, he  left  his  trade  and  entered  the  University 
of  Western  Pennsylvania,  at  Pittsburg,  of  which  he 
was  a  student  four  years,  being  graduated  in  1848. 
Next  he  entered  tlie  Theological  Seminary  of  the 
Reformed  Presbyterian  Church,  at  Philadelphia, 
where  he  fitted  himself  for  the  ministry,  and  in  the 
spring  of  1851  was  licensed  to  preach.  He  spent 
one  year  in  the  home  mission  work  in  what  was 
then  the  Western  .States — Ohio.  Indiana,  Illinois, 
etc. 

In  November,  1852,  Mr.  Scott  was  married  to 
Miss  Prudence  Morrow,  and  they  settled  in  Mon- 
mouth, 111.,  where  he  was  stationed  as  pastor  of 
the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church.  He  remained 
with  that  charge  until  1859,  and  in  the  meantime 
his  wife.  Prudence,  died  in  less  than  a  year  after 
their  marriage.  In  November,  1854,  Mr.  Scott  was 
again  married.  Miss  Margaret  H.  Bishop  becoming 
his  wife.  In  1859,  Mr.  Scott  returned  from  his  na- 
tive county,  and  again  for  a  year  engaged  in  mis- 
sion work.  In  the  spring  of  1861  he  removed  to 
St.  Lawrence  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  supplied  two 
churches. 

Mr.  Scott  continued  this  work  in  the  Empire 
State  until  1869,  when  he  returned  to  Beaver 
County,  Pa.,  where  he  left  his  famil}'  while  he  came 
to  Kansas,  at  the  request  of  the  Western  Presby- 
tery. He  did  not  intend  to  make  his  home  in  this 
State,  but  the  Presbyter}'  were  so  urgent  in  their 
call  for  his  services  that  he  set  aside  his  own  inclin- 
ations, and  in  1870  returned  to  Kansas  with  his 
family,  and  took  up  one  of  the  first  homesteads 
entered  on  the  uplands,  about  four  miles  south  of 
Clay  Center.  There  he  built  a  house  and  reared 
his  family,  and  there  made  his  home  until  his 
death.  For  sixteen  years  after  coming  to  Kansas 
lie  was  stated  supply  of  the  Republican  City  Church, 
his  connection  with  it  continuing  until  1886,  when 
he  gave  up  regular  pulpit  work,  often,  however, 
preaching  for  other  pastors. 

For  many  years  Mr.  Scott  was  a  sufferer  from 
muscular  rheumatism,  but  notwithstanding  this 
drawback  he  accomplished  much  literary  work 
in  addition  to  his  regular  pastoral  duties.  Among 
other  things,  he  compiled  a  song  book,  with  music, 


and  a  translation  of  the  Book  of  Psalms  from  the 
Hebrew,  both  of  which  were  completed  a  short  time 
before  his  death.  Before,  and  during  the  War  of 
the  Rebellion,  he  wrote  much  on  the  subject  of 
slavery,  of  which  he  was  a  bitter  opponent.  His 
strong  expressions  of  opinion  on  this  subject  some- 
times got  him  into  difficulty,  he  being  compelled  to 
leave  one  church  on  account  of  his  strong  anti- 
slavery  sentiments.  To  all  the  leading  questions 
of  the  day  he  gave  nuich  study  and  thought.  He 
was  a  man  of  decided  convictions  on  all  questions 
of  right  and  wrong,  and  his  influence  was  always 
cast  on  the  side  of  the  weak  and  the  oppressed. 
Upright  and  conscientious  in  all  his  acts,  his  char- 
acter was  above  reproach,  and  the  esteem  of  his  fel- 
low-men was  his  in  a  marked  degree,  even  of 
those  who  differed  with  him  on  questions  of  policy. 

By  his  first  marriage  James  S.  Scott  became  the 
father  of  one  child.  Elizabeth,  now  the  wife  of 
•James  Chesnut,  a  farmer  of  Blaine  Township, 
Clay  County.  Of  his  second  marriage  there  were 
horn  ten  children,  one  of  whom,  Andrew  Riley, 
died  in  infancy.  The  nine  living  are:  Margaret 
R.,  the  wife  of  G.  H.  FuUington,  the  present 
County  Treasurer;  Agnes  J.,  wife  of  R.  C.  Hall,  a 
farmer  of  Rock  County,  Neb.;  Mary  E.,  wife  of 
Rudolph  Trechsel,  a  farmer  of  Blaine  Township; 
William  E.,  a  farmer  of  Ellis  Count}',  this  Slate, 
and  who  married  Clara  E.  Foote ;  John  R.,  tlie  sul)- 
ject  of  this  sketch;  Helen  M.  and  James  S.,  living 
with  their  mother;  Viola  J.,  the  wife  of  John  Chest- 
nut, Deputy  Sheriff,  and  a  farmer  of  Blaine  Town- 
ship; and  Addie  Bella,  living  with  her  mother. 

When  his  parents  came  to  this  State.  John  R. 
Scott  was  a  lad  eight  years  of  age.  He  commenced 
his  education  in  the  district  school,  and  worked  on 
the  home  farm  until  reaching  his  majority.  Later, 
he  attended  the  High  School,  in  Claj-  Center,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1886.  He  then  en- 
tered the  office  of  "^tratton  &  Morgan,  Abstracters, 
with  whom  he  staid  one  year,  and  then  spent  I  he 
following  ye.ar  in  another  office  in  the  same  busi- 
ness. He  then  established  an  office  of  his  own,  but 
closed  it  nine  months  later  and  engaged  with  Mr. 
William  Docking.  Upon  the  latter  assuming  con- 
trol of  the  Dixpak'h,  he  made  Mr.  Scott  its  editor 
and    manager,  a    position  which    he   is  now  filling 
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creditably  to  himself  and  satisfactorily  to  all  con- 
cerned. He  IS  a  member  of  the  Reformed  Presby- 
terian Church,  of  Republican  City,  and  since  his 
rt'sidence  in  Clay  Center,  has  been  a  supply  teacher 
ill  tlie  Sabbath-school  of  the  Presb}'terian  Church. 

^!!5JK()R(tE  W.  martin.  Sheriff  of  Clay 
III  ,—j  County,  is  one  of  the  oldest  settlers  of 
"^^jj  Northern  Kansas,  having  come  to  this  re- 
gion in  1877.  He  has  been  one  of  those  who 
assisted  materially  in  its  early  growth  and  develop- 
ment, being  possessed  of  enterprise  and  industry, 
and  by  his  very  example  proving  a  stimulus  to 
le.ss  determined  individuals  who  might  have  re- 
tired discouraged  from  the  field.  His  interests 
have  always  lain  in  the  Western  countrj',  of  which 
he  is  a  native,  having  been  born  in  Fulton  County, 
Ind.,  Oct.  7,  1842.  Two  years  later  his  parents 
removed  to  La  Porte  County,  where  he  lived  until 
a  boy  of  twelve.     His  next  home  was  in  Iowa. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  Anthony  Martin, 
who  is  still  living  and  bears  the  distinction  of  be- 
ing the  oldest  man  in  Clay  County.  He  makes  his 
home  with  his  son.  George  W.  He  was  born  in 
Mrginia,  May  31,  1802,  and  was  there  married  to 
Miss  Sarah  McColle>.  He  was  a  blacksmith  by 
trade,  which  he  followed  in  the  Old  Dominion  for 
a  number  of  years  after  his  marriage  and  after  the 
birth  of  his  older  children.  He  then  emigrated  to 
Indiana  and  followed  his  trade  of  blacksmith  in 
Fulloii  County,  while  at  the  lime  otticiating  as  a 
luiiiister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
Dining  his  early  settlement  in  the  Hoosier  State, 
Indiaus  were  plentiful,  likewise  wild  animals. 

In  the  spring  of  1854.  the  Martin  family  took  up 
its  line  of  march  for  the  farther  West,  and  on 
crossing  the  Mississippi,  settled  on  a  tract  of  wild 
land,  in  Appanoose  County.  Iowa,  near  which 
afterward  grew  up  the  now  flourishing  town  of 
Ceuterville.  The  father  split  the  rails  for  his  first 
fences  and  George  W..  hauled  them  seven  miles 
with  two  yoke  of  cattle.  He  likewise  carried  the 
mail  two  days  in  the  week,  from  Ceuterville  to 
Lancaster,  Mo.,   a   distance  of    Ihirty-seveii    miles. 


going  Monday  and  returning  Tuesday,  on  horse- 
back. This  was  their  only  means  of  obtaining  ready 
cash,  and  for  this  service  they  received  about  *400 
per  yeai-.  The  first  time  George  W.  signed  the 
post-office  voucher,  he  was  a  youth  of  seventeen 
years  and  was  obliged  to  make  his  mark,  being  un- 
able to  write  his  name.  This  so  mortified  him  that 
he  resolved  it  should  never  happen  again,  and  al- 
though he  did  not  have  any  school  advantages,  he 
from  that  time  on  commenced  to  study  and  prac- 
tice penmanship,  and  in  due  time  obtained  a  good, 
practical  education,  sufficient  to  enable  him  to  do 
any  ordinary  business.  He  is  now  accounted  one 
of  the  shrewdest  and  most  capable  business  men  in 
the  county. 

The  Martin  family  continued  on  the  Iowa  farm 
until  the  close  of  the  Civil  War.  The  father  in  the 
meantime  enlisted  as  a  Union  soldier  in  Companj' 
G,  37th  Iowa  Infantry,  a  regiment  composed  of  old 
men  entirely,  and  who  were  familiarly  called  the 
"Gray -beards."  Mr.  Martin  served  nearly  three 
years,  and  at  the  close  of  the  war  went  back  to  his 
farm.  The  mother  died  soon  afterward,  in  1866, 
at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years.  The  father  then 
sold  his  farm  and  has  since  made  his  home  with  his 
son,  our  subject. 

George  W.  Martin  on  the  11th  of  May,  1863, 
likewise  entered  the  Union  army  as  a  member  of 
Company  E.  7th  Iowa  Cavalry,  which  was  assigned 
to  the  department  of  the  Missouri.  He  traveled  all 
over  the  West  after  Indians  and  bushwhackers,  and 
was  in  the  service  nearly  three  years  and  one 
month,  and  with  the  exception  of  one  week,  when 
he  suffered  an  injury  by  being  thrown  from  his 
horse,  was  uniformly  read}'  for  duty.  He  was 
mustered  out  at  Leavenworth,  Kan.,  and  returning 
to  Iowa,  worked  on  his  father's  farm  until  it  was 
sold. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  with  Miss  Mary  J. 
Morrisey,  of  Centerville,  occurred  Nov.  8,  1866. 
Afterward  Mr.  Martin  engaged  in  the  grocery 
business  one  year,  then  was  on  the  farm  for  a  time, 
and  finally  removed  to  Centerville,  Iowa.  He 
soon  became  prominent  in  local  affairs,  and  was 
elected  Constable,  in  which  position  he  served  six 
vears.  Later  he  was  Deputy  Sheriff,  in  Iowa, 
which  occupied  him  wholly  for  a    time,  ami    afti^r- 


356 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


ward  he  learned  the  art  of  plastering,  and  worked  at 
this  in  Iowa  and  Kansas  until  1881.  That  year  he 
was  elected  Sheriff  of  Clay  County,  and  served  two 
years.  He  was  next  elected  City  Marshal,  of  Clay 
Center,  which  office  he  held  four  years,  then,  in 
1887,  was  re-elected  Sheriff,  and  is  now  filling  out 
his  second  term.  He  is  a  standi  supporter  of  the 
RepuWican  party,  and  stands  high  in  the  I.  O.  O. 
F.  He  has  recently  been  promoted  to  Major  in  a 
diviaou  of  the  uniformed  rank  of  Odd  Fellows — 
and  for  seven  years  has  been  Captain  in  the  State 
Militia. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Martin  there  have  lieen  born 
seven  children,  six  of  whom  are  living,  viz:  Jesse 
C,  Amy  A.,  George  E.,  Grace  C,  Mary  S.  and 
Grant  W.  Mrs.  Martin  was  born  in  Fulton 
County,  Ind.,  and  removed  with  her  parents  to 
Iowa  in  1854,  sojourning  there  until  her  marriage. 

Mr.  Martin  when  entering  the  army  was  an  un- 
sophisticated conntrj'  b03%  but  had  many  warm 
friends.  He  was  mustered  into  the  service  as  a 
Sergeant,  and  two  years  later  promoted  to  Regi- 
mental Commissary  Sergeant,  ranking  as  Sergeant 
Major.  There  was  little  opportunity  for  further 
promotion,  as  the  regiment  experienced  very  little 
loss,  the  men  from  subordinates  to  officers  being 
generally  in  good  health  and  little  mortalitj-  oc- 
curring to  require  promotions.  In  connection 
with  this  biographical  review  we  present  a  fine  por- 
trait of  Mr.  Martin,  who  is  both  widely  and  favor- 
ably known  throughout  Clay  County. 


•>«aa2;©~t€— — ►^ 


J'^  OHN  H.  MERTEN  is  one  of  those  worthy 
young  men,  who  having  located  in  Clay 
County,  are  doing  all  in  their  power  to  ad- 
vance its  interests  and  make  it  one  of  the 
foremost  counties  in  the  State.  He  is  a  man  of  in- 
tegrity, who  is  worthy  of  the  respect  and  confidence 
of  the  people,  which  he  enjo.ys.  Always  ready  to 
give  liberally  of  his  means  and  labor  to  any  cause 
he  deems  advisable,  generous  to  those  in  need, 
cliaritable  toward  tliose  in  error,  a  kind  father  and 
devoted  liusband,  he  is    one  of   whom   ids  fellow- 


citizens  ma}'  well  be  proud,  as  a  representative  citi- 
zen of  their  county. 

Born  in  Quiucy,  III,  Oct.  5.  1857,  Mr.  Merten 
passed  the  first  thirteen  years  of  his  life  in  that 
pleasant  city,  where  he  obtained  the  rudiments  of 
Ins  education.  Thence,  going  to  Delaware  County, 
Iowa,  he  made  his  liome  thereafter  with  F.  H.  Mer- 
ten, and  in  the  winter  season  attended  school  in 
Galena,  111.,  where  he  was  graduated  after  an  ad- 
vanced course  of  study.  However,  after  leaving 
college,  he  did  not  cease  his  intellectual  pursuits, 
but  by  a  careful  system  of  reading,  has  broadened 
his  intellect  and  deepened  his  mental  acquirements. 
Tlie  so-called  "  Wild  West  "  was  an  attractive  place 
to  the  vision  of  Mr.  Merten  as  he  could  glance 
ahead  and  discern  the  magnificent  promises  it  con- 
tained of  future  riches.  In  1879  he  came  to  Clay 
Count}-,  locating  on  section  15  of  Sherman  Town- 
ship, on  the  site  of  his  present  farm  of  240  acres. 
Tlien,  far  as  eye  could  reach,  stretched  broad  and 
seemingly  boundless  prairies.  But  perseverance 
and  industiy  have  brought  their  usual  reward  to 
Mr.  Merten,  for  lie  now  has  a  fine  farm,  of  wiiich 
anyone  might  well  be  proud,  embellislied  with  a 
convenient  and  commodious  frame  house,  a  good 
barn,  corn  cribs,  wind  mill,  a  granary,  and  other 
requisites  of  a  modern  estate.  The  first  winter 
after  his  arrival  here,  he  was  engaged  in  teaching 
school,  while  the  summer  season  was  devoted  to  the 
planting  and  harvesting  of   grain. 

Mr.  Merten  was  very  fortunate  in  tlie  selection 
of  a  wife  and  helpmate,  as  Miss  Hattie  B.  Klipsch, 
with  wliom  he  was  united  in  marriage  Oct.  24,  1882, 
is  a  lad}'  possessing  the  many  gracious  charms  of 
womanhood,  and  enjoying  the  love  and  respect  of 
iier  many  warm  friends.  She  is  the  daughter  of  G. 
().  and  Elizabeth  (Vaughn)  Klipsch,  natives  of 
Kentucky,  where  Mrs.  Merten  was  likewise  born. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Klipsch  were  pioneers  in  Sullivan 
County.  Mo.,  where  they  still  reside.  Our  subject  and 
his  wife  have  lost  one  child,  Maggie,  while  they  have 
two  living,  John  H.  and  Leda  A.  They  are  bright 
and  intelligent  children,  taking  equal  pleasure  in 
their  games  and  childish  pleasures  and  their  happy 
home.  Mr.  Merten,  politically,  affiliates  with  the 
Republican  party,  and  has  served  as  Clerk  of  Sher- 
man Township  for  tliree  vears.     Mrs.  Merten  is    a 
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uonsisteiit  member  of  tbe  Presbyteiiaii  Cliurcli,  and 
iiotert  for  her  many  gocxl  works.  Our  subject  is  a 
charter  member  of  the  A.  O.  P.  W.  Loiige  No. 
217   of    Morganville. 

The  parents  of  him  whose  biography  we  record 
were  natives  of  Hanover,  Germany,  and  of  Missouri, 
P.  S.  A.,  respectively.  The  father  came  to  America 
when  a  lad  of  thirteen  years,  with  his  father.  John 
Morten,  who  with  his  family  was  a  member  of  the 
Lutheran  Church,  as  were  the  Merten  ancestry  as 
t':ir  back  as  their  lineage  can  be  traced. 


-^ 


^^ 


ifiL-,  ENRY  E.  KNAPP.  Those  adventurous 
|rj\i  men  who  cast  their  lot  with  the  people  of 
11^^  Kansas  during  the  early  settlement  of  Clay 
(^  County,  and  especially  those  who  came 
hither  illy  supplied  with  hard  cash,  had  before  them 
no  easy  task.  The  hardships  and  privations  which 
they  endured,  and  the  courage  with  which  they  met 
and  overcame  the  difficulties  which  beset  them 
sliould  be  preserved  in  history,  and  handed  down 
to  future  generations.  Many  of  them  were  Eastern 
born,  and  had  been  nurtured  in  comfortable  homes. 
This  made  the  contrast  of  their  lives  on  the  fron- 
tier still  wider,  and  the  fact  that  they  persevered 
through  many  hardships,  keeping  in  view  the  ob- 
ject for  which  thej'  came,  finallj-  attaining  it,  shows 
of  what  metal  they  were  reall}'  made. 

Tlie  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Genesee 
County,  N.  Y.,  May  17,  1815.  In  June.  1820,  his^ 
parents,  Alexander  and  Hannah  (Maltby)  Knapp, 
emigrated  to  the  woods  of  Trumbull  County,  Ohio, 
and  located  in  the  heavy  timber  two  miles  from  any 
settlement.  Their  earthly  possessions  consisted  of 
a  few  household  goods,  and  a  set  of  blacksmith  tools 
hauled  in  a  wagon  from  their  old  home  in  New 
York  State.  Upon  the  arrival  of  the  Knapp  family 
in  that  section,  the  older  pioneers  came  together, 
and  put  up  for  them  a  log  house.  This  was  made 
with  a  puncheon  floor  and  clapboard  roof  and  a 
Idanket  hung  over  the  door.  They  also  put  up  a 
rough  log  building  for  a  blacksmith  shop.  The 
two  structures  were  erected  in  one  da\'.  and  the 
goods  unloaded  and  conveyed   to  their  destination 


in  the  building.  Mr.  Knapp  had  a  yoke  of  bulls 
and  one  horse.  With  the  assistance  of  these,  he 
began  clearing  away  the  timber  from  around  his 
cabin  home,  at  a  time  when  wild  animals  were 
plentiful,  and  when  deer  would  come  up  to  the 
house  and  browse  on  the  leaves  of  the  trees  which 
were  felled. 

The  Knapp  family  at  that  time  consisted  of  five 
children,  of  whom  Henry  E.  was  next  to  the  young- 
est. The  youngest  born  soon  died,  and  was  laid 
in  a  little  grave  in  the  forest.  Two  years  later  the 
mother  was  laid  beside  it.  leaving  the  father  with 
four  sons.  The  latter  remained  there,  the  father 
working  at  his  trade,  and  being  quite  skillful,  he 
had  all  he  was  able  to  do.  The  boys  cleared  the 
land  and  brought  the  soil  to  a  good  state  of  culti- 
vation. Their  apparel  was  homespun  and  home- 
made, and  they  wore  buckskin  pantaloons.  The 
elder  Knapp  u])on  retiring  from  active  labor,  re- 
moved to  Bloomfield,  Trumbull  County,  and  spent 
his  last  days  with  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Almon  Loomis, 
dying  when  about  eighty  years  old. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  to  man- 
hood on  the  pioneer  farm  in  tlie  lUickeye  State. 
and  then  began  working  out  by  the  month,  princi- 
pally teaming  to  the  Ohio  River.  A  few  years  later 
he  cdiiinuiiced  dealing  in  horses,  which  he  took  to 
the  Ivistern  markets  and  other  points.  Finally  he 
went  to  New  England,  visiting  Connecticut  and 
Massachusetts,  the  native  States  of  his  parents,  and 
he  sojourned  there  about  four  years.  In  Litch- 
field County,  Conn.,  he  was  man-ied,  Sept.  1 1,  1S44. 
to  Miss  Olivia  ^V.,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Olive 
(Phelps)  Coles.  Mrs.  Knapp  was  born  in  thealjove- 
mentioned  county,  which  was  also  the  native  place 
of  her  father.  Her  mother  was  born  in  the  south- 
eastern part  of  the  same  State.  Mr.  Coles  spent  his 
last  years  in  Litchfield  County:  the  mother  died  in 
Lake  County,  Ohio. 

After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Knajjp  settled 
in  Trumbull  County,  Ohio,  where  they  lived  several 
years.  They  then  removed  to  Adams,  Wis.,  wliere 
they  lived  six  years;  Mr.  Knapp  occupied  himself  at, 
farming.  I'pon  leaving  Wisconsin,  they  journeyed 
to  Clark  County.  Mo.,  where  tliey  sojourned  six 
years,  then  in  1S71  came  to  Kansas  and  kicated  on 
the  land  which  had  been  previously  tiled   on   by   a 
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Mr.  Pratt,  who  died.  Mr.  Knapp  gave  the  widow 
a  horse  in  exchange  for  her  claim,  and  then  liome- 
steaded  160  acres,  where  he  constructed  a  dugout 
in  which  he  lived  with  his  family  for  the  next  six 
3-ears. 

In  due  time  Mr.  Knapp  added  to  his  landed  pos- 
sessions by  the  purchase  of  160  acres  more,  and 
brought  all  his  land  to  a  good  state  of  cultivation. 
In  due  time  the  dugout  was  abandoned  for  a  more 
modern  dwelling,  and  other  structures  have  arisen 
around  it  as  needed.  Fruit  and  shade  trees  have 
been  planted  in  goodly  numbers,  and  the  farm  ma- 
chinery includes  a  windmill  and  other  modern  con- 
trivances to  aid  the  farmer  in  his  operations.  Mr. 
Knapp  has  this  year  (1889)  280  acres  of  growing 
corn  from  which  he  expects  to  reap  a  bountiful 
liarvest. 

The  six  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Knapp,  are  re- 
corded as  follows:  Horace  H.  is  living  in  this  town- 
ship; Mary  became  the  wife  of  Alonzo  W.  Latiirop, 
and  died  leaving  three  children;  Julia  married  Lee 
Greenwood,  and  died  without  children;  Charles  M. 
died  when  thirty-four  years  old ;  Frank  E.  makes 
his  home  with  his  parents;  Lora  E.,  Mrs.  Richard 
Wood,  is  a  resident  of  Sherman  Township.  Mr. 
Knapp,  politically,  has  upheld  the  principles  of  the 
Republican  partj%  but  is  now  a  Prohibitionist,  and 
he  and  his  wife  are  members  in  good  standing  of 
the  Baptist  Church. 


->  •>^N<-  ^ 


)f=T/RANCIS  M.  DAMETZ,  a  veteran  of  the 
||-Wgi  Civil  War,  is  one  of  the  most  skillful  of  the 
j^  practical,  enterprising  farmers  of  Washing- 
ton County,  and  he  has  one  of  the  most  valuable 
farms  within  its  bounds,  comprising  the  northeast 
quarter  of  section  21,  Washington  Township,  and 
he  has  besides  another  good  farm  of  160  acres  in 
Coleman  Township.  He  is  of  German  birth  and 
antecedents,  born  in  Zeitz,  neai^  Leipsic,  a  city  of 
Saxony,  June  1,  1834.  His  father,  Samuel  Dametz, 
was  born  in  Greensburg,  in  the  Province  of  Silesia, 
Germany.  He  followed  the  shoemaker's  trade  and 
also  farined,  and  spent  his  entire  life  in  the  Fnther- 
huid.     The   maiden    name   of    llie   innLhci-    of    our 


subject  was  Caroline  Meltzer.  and  she  was  also  a 
life-long  resident  of  Germany.  There  were  five 
children  born  to  her  and  her  husband:  Robert. 
Morris,  Julius,  Henrietta  and  Francis,  all  of  whom 
but  Robert  are  still  living. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  the  only  member  of 
the  family  to  come  to  America,  though  three  of  his 
nephews  have  since  come  :  Francis  Julius,  who 
lives  in  Rooks  County;  Francis  M.,  in  New  York; 
Paul,  in  Connecticut.  Our  subject  gleaned  a  sub- 
stantial education  in  the  excellent  schools  of  his 
native  land,  which  he  attended  quite  steadily  till 
after  he  was  fourteen  years  old,  when  he  commenced 
to  learn  the  trade  of  a  butcher,  which  he  followed 
till  1854.  In  that  year  the  stalwart,  wide-awake, 
capable  youth,  ambitious  to  see  something  of  the 
world  and  to  make  something  out  of  life  more  than 
he  could  do  at  home,  determined  to  emigrate  to 
the  United  States  of  America,  the  goal  of  so  many 
of  his  countrymen,  to  see  if  he  could  improve  his 
fortunes  here.  He  set  sail  from  Bremen  the  1st  of 
April,  and  after  a  long  and  tedious  voyage,  landed 
in  New  York  on  the  20th  of  the  following  Ma}-,  a 
stranger  in  a  strange  land,  with  onlj'  a  capital  of 
thij'ty-seven  cents  with  which  to  begin  his  new  life. 
Nothing  daunted  by  this  disheartening  array  of 
facts  he  sought  and  soon  found  emplo.yraent,  be- 
coming a  driver  on  a  canal  in  New  Jersey.  A  week 
later  he  went  to  Pennsylvania,  where  he  found 
work  on  a  farm  in  Northampton  County  at  |5  a 
month.  Two  months  later  he  went  to  work  at  his- 
trade  in  Easton,  obtaining  $d  a  month  for  his 
w.ages  till  the  following  spring.  He  then  came 
Westward  as  far  as  Illinois,  and  the  ensuing  eight 
years  was  employed  on  a  farm.  After  that  we  hear 
of  him  in  Iowa,  where  he  became  identified  with 
the  agricultural  interests  of  Marion  Count}-,  buying 
a  40-acre  farm,  which  he  worked  prolitably,  and 
later  bought  more  land,  and  continued  carrying  on 
farming  in  low-a  till  1873.  In  the  month  of  ALarch, 
that  year,  Mr.  Dametz  came  to  Kansas  with  a  team, 
having  traded  his  Iowa  possessions  for  160  acres  of 
wild  land,  comprising  his  farm  on  section  21, 
Washington  Township.  He  now  has  the  entire 
trad  well  improved,  surrounded  by  a  neatly 
triniiiied  hedge,  and  provided  with  a  good  set  of 
conveniently  anaiiucd  fr.inic  buildings  and   every- 
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thing'  necessary  to  cavvy  on  agi-iculture  after  the 
most  approved  methods,  and  has  it  stocked  with 
cattle,  lioi'ses  and  lioss  of  excellent  grades.  His 
farm  in  Coleman  Township  is  also  in  good  shape 
as  regards  improvements,  cultivation,  etc.,  and 
comparts  vie\[  with  others  in  its  neigilborhood. 
Mv.  Dametz  has  Ijccn  \cry  successful  in  raising 
small  fruit  and  has  a  choice  varietj'  in  his  gardens. 

In  September,  1856  Mr.  Dametz  took  an  impor- 
tant step  in  his  life,  and  one  that  has  contributed 
maierially'to  his  comfort,  prosperity  and  happiness, 
by  his  marriage  to  Miss  Lavina  Horn,  a  native  of 
Clinton  Count}',  Pa.,  and  a  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Susan  (Smith)  Horn.  Her  father  was  born  in 
Clearfield  County,  Pa.,  his  father,  David  Horn,  a 
farmer,  of  German  ancestry,  having  spent  his  last 
years  th.re.  Mrs.  Dametz's  maternal  grandfather 
was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  was  of  German 
parentage.  The  cliildren  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Dametz  are  as  foUovvs:  Susan  Caroline  is  the  wife 
of  Artliur  Bissel,  and  they  live  in  Washington;  Lu- 
cinda  Jane  is  the  wife  of  Lemon  D.  Thompson,  and 
they  live  in  Washington  Township;  Charles  married 
Marj'  E.  Phillippi,  and  tliey  live  in  Coleman  Town- 
ship; Samuel  married  Lillie  Penwell,  and  the}'  live 
near  Steele  Citj',  Neb. :  Omar  A.  lives  in  Denver; 
Frank  E.at  home;  Mary  married  Joseph  McClellan; 
they  live  in  Washington  Township. 

Mr.  Dametz  is  a  well  educated  man,  and  has  a 
good  command  of  both  the  German  and  English 
languages,  speaking  either  fluently.  He  is  a  fine 
representative  of  our  self-made  men,  as  all  that  he 
is  and  all  that  he  has,  he  owes  to  his  own  exertions, 
he  having  been  well  endowed  bj'  nature  with  energy, 
force  and  stability  of  character,  and  a  good  capacity 
for  intelligent  labor.  Since  coming  here  he  has 
jiroved  a  valuable  citizen,  one  whom  all  could  trust, 
aud  witli  characteristic  public  spirit  he  has  en- 
couraged all  schemes  for  the  improvement  of  the 
township.  He  is  President  of  the  Friends'  Academy 
Association  under  whose  auspices  the  new  academy 
is  being  erected  in  Washington,  and  he  is  Presi- 
dent of  the  Washington  Township  Sunday  School 
Association.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Societ}-  of  Friends,  and  in  their  dailj'  lives  live  up 
to  the  teachings  of  the  Quaker  doctrines.  We 
siiould  do  scant  justice  to  our  subject  did  we  not 


mention  his  connection  witii  tin'  laic  war  in  which 
he  bore  so  honorable  a  part.  Although  a  believer 
in  the  peaceful  tenets  of  the  C^uaker  faith,  after  the 
breaking  out  of  the  strife  between  the  North  an<l 
the  South,  Mr.  Dametz  watched  the  struggle  with 
intense  intei-est,  and  at  last  his  patriotism  overcom- 
ing every  scruple  he  determined  to  aid  in  fighting 
his  country's  battles,  and  enlisted  Aug.  22,  18G2 
in  Company  I.  74th  Illinois  Infantry,  serving 
with  valor  and  credit  till  the  ex|)iration  of  his  term 
of  enlistment  in  September,  1 803.  In  the  following 
February,  1864  he  again  offered  liis  services  to  his 
country,  and  became  a  member  of  Company  D,  36th 
Iowa  Infantry,  and  did  not  leave  the  service  till 
after  the  last  battle  was  fought,  being  stationed  the 
most  of  the  time  in  Arkansas.  His  army  record 
was  that  of  a  brave,  faithful  soldier,  alwaj's  ready 
at  the  summons  of  duty,  whether  in  camjj  or  in  face 
of  the  enemy. 


OORMAN  A.  IIAWKE  is  one  of  the  repre- 
sentative farmers  of  Sheridan  Township, 
Washington  Count}'.  His  home  is  pleas- 
antl}'  located  on  section  18,  and  supplied  with  the 
usual  farm  buildings.  The  estate  comprises  120 
acres,  which  have  been  brought  to  a  high  state  of 
cultivation.  About  eighteen  acres  are  devoted  to 
pasture,  and  are  substantially  fenced.  The  beauti- 
ful orchard  contains  about  150  trees. 

Mr.  Hawke  was  bora  in  Rensselaer  County. 
N.  Y..  Oct.  9,  1814.  His  parents,  John  and  Polly 
(Allen)  Hawke,  were  natives  of  Massachusetts,  but 
spent  the  greater  part  of  tlieir  lives  in  the  Empire 
State.  There  they  reared  a  family  of  five  child- 
len,  and  there  they  died.  Our  subject  was  reared 
upon  a  farm,  and  obtained  a  practical  knowledge 
of  agriculture  when  quite  young.  He  was  the  re- 
cipent  of  the  educational  advantages  to  be  derived 
from  the  common  schools  of  the  vicinity. 

In  1857,  Mr.  Hawke  left  his  native  State  and 
removed  to  Rockford.  111.  There  he  clerked  in  a 
general  store  for  several  years.  He  subsequently 
spent  a  few  years  in  tilling  the  soil  in  that  neigh- 
borhood. He  removed  to  Kansas  in  March,  1878, 
and    purchased  a  farm    which    he    now   occupies. 
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There  was  only  a  small  hoiiseupon  the  place  at 
that  time,'anil^about;ninetVjacresof  the  ground  had 
been  plowed. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  took  place  in  New 
York  State.  The  estimable  young  lady  with  whom 
he  was  united  bore  the  maiden  name  'of  Elizabeth 
Pym.  She  is  a  sister  of  Benjamin  Pym,  whose 
sketch  is  found  elsewhere  in  this'  work.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hawke  have  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  three 
children:     William  P..  Edwin  B.  and  Alfred  A. 

Mr.  Hawke  is  a  man  kindly  in  his  domestic  and 
social  relations,  is  a  successful  agriculturist  and  a 
citizen  whose  ^worth  is  undisputed.  He  and  his 
wife  enjoy  the  thorough  esteem  of  their  neighbors 
and  fellow  citizens. 


<ji^NOS  R.  LEE.  The  suliject  of  this  notice 
has  had  a  wide  experience  of  frontier  life 
and  a  full  share  of  its  toils  and  hardships. 
Although  he  has  been  the  owner  of  farm  property 
for  a  good  many  j'ears,  his  legitimate  business  is 
that  of  a  carpenter,  to  which  he  gives  the  most  of 
his  attention,  his  farm  now  being  operated  by  his 
sons.  His  pleasant  homestead  lies  on  section  9,  in 
the  vicinity  of  Rile_v  and  forms  a  pleasing  picture 
of  comfort  and  content.  j\lr.  Lee  started  in  life  at 
the  foot  of  the  ladder  and  has  earned  ever}'  dollar 
of  his  property.  He  is  now  surrounded  by  all 
life's  comforts  with  a  sufficiency  for  his  declining 
years. 

A  native  of  Tuscarawas  Count}',  Ohio,  our  sub- 
ject was  born  Oct.  28,  1837,  and  is  the  son  of 
Daniel  and  Maria  (Ruley)  Lee  who  were  both  na- 
tives of  Ohio.  The  parental  family  consisted  of 
ten  children,  six  of  whom  arc  living  and  located 
mostly  in  Iowa.  Enos  R.  was  the  third  in 
order  of  birth  and  was  reared  on  a  farm  in 
his  native  county,  receiving  a  practical  educa- 
tion in  the  common  school.  He  at  an  earl}^  age 
evinced  an  aptness  for  handling  edged  tools  and 
when  a  mere  boy  began  learning  the  carpenter's 
trade  which  he  has  followed  nearly  all  his  life. 

In  1860  Mr.  Lee.  then  a  young  mnn  of  twenty- 
three  years,  first  struck  the  soil  of  Kansas  Territory, 


but  not  being  particularly  impressed  with  the  country 
moved  on  to  Colorado,  where  he  sojourned  until 
after  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War.  In  June, 
1862,  he  enlisted  as  a  Union  soldier  in  Company 
(i.,  2d  Color.ado  Cavahy  which  was  assigned  to 
the  Department  of  the  Missouri.  He  served  until 
the  close  of  the  war,  mostly  in  guerrilla  warfare, 
and  when  his  services  were  no  longer  needed,  re- 
ceived an  honoralile  discharge.  Then  returning  to 
Kansas  he  settled  in  Cloud  Count}-,  where  he  i)rc- 
empted  160  acres  of  land,  but  owing  to  the  hos- 
tility of  the  Indians  was  compelled  to  "move  on." 
Going  then  into  Clay  County  he  located  near  the 
present  site  of  the  city  of  Clifton,  and  cultivated  the 
soil  there  until  1874,  then  changing  his  resi- 
dence to  Hamilton  County,  Iowa,  where  he  re- 
mained until  the  fall  of  1883,  when  he  returned  to 
Riley  County,  and  purchased  160  acres  of  land  on 
section  9,  Madison  Township. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  with  Miss  Mary  E. 
Wilson  took  place  at  the  bride's  home  Oct.  28, 
1865.  Mrs.  Lee  was  born  in  Virginia,  in  1847,  and 
is  the  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Elizabeth  Wilson,who 
were  natives  of  that  State;  her  father  is  dece.ised 
and  her  mother  living  in  Iowa.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lee  there  have  been  born  nine  children,  viz:  Wesley, 
Clara,  Ellen,  Rosa,  Elavius  Q.,  Louis,  JMaria,  Alice 
and  Clayton.  The  eldest  is  twenty-one  years  old 
and  the  youngest  four,  and  they  all  live  with  their 
parents. 

— --^  ■>4:n<-  k-^ — 


QUIRE  M.  .TUSTIS.  The  hospitable  home 
of  this  gentleman  is  situ.ated  on  section  33, 
1  Township,  Washington  Count}-, 
lands  comprise  240  broad  acres, 
llis  parents  were  Morton  and  Dorcas  (Eaton)  .lus- 
tis,  who  after  their  marriage  settled  in  Dearborn 
County,  Ind.,  and  there  resided  until  their  death. 
The  father  w.as  born  in  Monongahela,  Pa.,  and  the 
mother  at  Alexandria,  Ya.  They  had  a  large 
family,  which  included  eight  sons  and  ten  daugh- 
ters, and  our  subject  was  the  eleventh  in  order  of 
birth. 

That  event  took  place   May  11,    1 827,  in    Dear- 
I    born   County,    Ind.,  where   he  was   reared  to  man- 
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liood.  In  Sept.  1864,  he  enlisted  in  Company  I).. 
35tli  Indiana  Infantry  and  served  until  the  close 
of  tiie  war.  At  the  battle  of  Nashville.  Tenn.,  he  was 
injured  in  the  head  by  a  concussion,  which  im- 
pau'ed  his  hearing.  In  1867  he  was  ordained  as  a 
local  preacher  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Chnrcii. 
For  the  first  ten  or  fifteen  years  after  his  ordina- 
tion lie  preached  most  of  the  time,  and  has  always 
since  devoted  more  or  less  of  his  time  to  the  cause 
of  Christianity.  Previous  to  his  ordination  as 
Minister,  he  had  been  Class  Leader  from  1849  to 
1867.  His  native  county  continued  to  he  his 
home  until  1875.  in  the  summer  of  which  year  he 
bw'ame  a  resident  of  this  county. 

At  the  ht)me  of  the  bride  in  Ripley  County,  Ind., 
on  Independence  Day,  1850,  Mr.  Justis  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Clarissa  Driskell.  This  es- 
timable young  lady  was  borne  in  Baltimore,  Md., 
July  2d,  1830.  She  has  borne  lier  husband  seven 
children:  Franklin  C,  William  E.,  Eliza  J.,  Ella 
M..  Charles  M.,  Alice  C,  and  George  S.  P^liza  is  now 
the  wife  of  Taylor  Roberts;  Ella  is  the  wife  of 
Martin  C.  Gustin;  Alice  is  the  wife  of  Wallace 
C.  Palmer;  George  S.  is  at  home   with  his  parents. 

Mr.  Justis  belongs  to  Gettysburg  Post.  No. 
72.  G.  A.  R..at  Ilollenl.urg.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Re|)ublican  and  never  fails  to  cast  his  influence  in 
support  of  the  principles  of  that  party.  His  wife 
is  a  member  of  the  same  church  as  himself.  Mr. 
Justis  and  his  wife  are  people,  of  intelligence  and 
culture,  and  are  held  in  high  repute  for  their  lives 
and  work. 


Ji^  GRACE  W.  MORGAN,  M.  D.,  senior  mem- 
ITjj  ber  of  the  firm  of  Morgan  ife  Morgan,  phy- 
lA\^  sicians  and  surgeons,  and  also  a  member  of 
'il^  the  Board  of  Pension  Examiners,  is  one  of 
the  leading  lights  in  the  medical  fraternity  of  Clay 
Count3-,  having  his  headquarters  at  Clay  Center. 
He  was  the  first  secretary  of  the  above-mentioned 
Board,  upon  which  he  has  served  since  its  organi- 
zation. He  is  essentially  a  Western  man,  having 
been  b(>rn  in  Burlington,  Iowa,  and  is  in  the  prime 
of  life,  his  birth  taking  place  April  30,  1840. 


When  he  was  but  an  infant  the  parents  of  Dr. 
Morgan  removed  to  Pella.  Warren  Co.,  Iowa,  and 
there  he  spent  his  boyhood  days  attending  the 
common  schools.  Later  he  was  a  student  in  the 
University  of  Central  Iowa,  and  completed  his 
studies  in  the  Iowa  State  Agricultural  College,  at 
the  age  of  twenty-two  years.  He  then  learned  the 
drug  business  and  in  the  meantime  began  reading 
medicine.  He  took  his  first  medical  lectures  in  the 
medical  department  of  the  University  of  Iowa,  and 
later  repairing  to  New  York  City,  entered  the  med- 
ical department  of  the  University  from  which  he 
was  graduated  in  1879.  Prior  to  this  he  had  en- 
tered upon  the  practice  of  his  chosen  profession. 
He  now  located  at  WaKeeney,  th«  county  seat  of 
Trego  County,  Kan.,  and  after  three  or  four  months 
was  appointed  surgeon  of  the  Union  Pacific  Rail- 
road Company,  with  headquarters  at  Ellis,  running 
west  to  meet  the  Denver  surgeons  and  east  to 
Brookville.  In  addition  to  this  he  had  a  heavy 
private  practice,  there  being  but  a  few  reliable 
physicians  in  that  part  of  the  country.  He  nearly 
lived  on  the  train,  making  long  journeys  in  the 
pursuance  of  his  duties.  He  left  that  region  in  the 
fall  of  1883,  disliking  to  be  away  from  his  family. 
He  is  still  in  the  employ  of  this  road,  however,  and 
has  obtained  quite  a  prestige  as  one  of  the  most 
skillful  surgical  operators  to  be  found. 

Dr.  Morgan  was  married  in  Booneville.  Iowa. 
Sept.  27,  1877  to  Miss  Delia  C.  Baldwin.  Mrs. 
Morgan  was  boi"n  in  Grafton,  N.  II.,  Dec.  28,  ISliO 
and  is  the  daughter  of  William  H.  and  Diana 
(Jones)  Baldwin,  who  remained  residents  of  the 
Old  Granite  State  until  their  daughter  was  a  child 
of  nine  years.  Then  coming  AVest  they  located  in 
Booneville  and  Miss  Delia  there  grew  to  womanhood 
and  completed  her  education  in  the  college  at  Grin- 
nell.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baldwin  are  still  living,  mak- 
ing  their  home  in  Clay  Center.  Mrs.  Morgan  was 
their  only  child.  To  the  Doctor  and  his  estimable 
wife  there  has  been  Ijoru  one  child,  a  son,  Guy 
W.,  April  13,  1879. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  Elijah  D.  Morgan, 
a  native  of  Kentucky,  and  born  April  30,  1816. 
He  was  married  in  Indiana  to  Mrs.  Kerrilla  A.  D. 
(\\ilhite)  Riddle,  who  was  born  in  Kentucky  in 
1813.     They  emigrated  to  Iowa  during  its  pioneer 
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days  and  there  the  most  of  their  active  life  was 
spent.  They  are  now  in  Cla}-  Center,  Kan.  Dr. 
Morgan  is  associated  with  most  of  the  prominent 
medical  organizations  in  this  part  of  Kansas,  being 
a  member  of  tiie  State  Medical  Society,  the  Repub- 
lican Valley  Medical  Society,  the  Kansas  Central 
District  Society,  and  is  recognized  among  his  pro- 
fessional brethren  as  one  of  the  leading  lights.  He 
belongs  to  Clay  Center  Lodge,  No.  134;  Bethany 
Chapter,  No.  38 ;  Coronado  Commandery,  No.  20, 
of  Clay  Center,  and  Isis  Temple,  (Ancient  Arabic 
Order  of  the  Mystic  Shrine)  at  Salina.  and  Consis- 
tory No.  3  Scottish  Rite  Masons  of  that  place;  also 
the  K.  of  P.,  Clay  Center,  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  and  M. 
W.  A.  He  has  attained  to  the  32d  degree  in  Ma- 
sonry. He  has  very  little  to  do  with  politics, 
simply  supporting  by  his  vote  the  principles  of  the 
Republican  party. 


UFUS  F.  ROBERTS,  resides  on  a  pleasantly 
^(  located  farm  of  160  acres,  and  is  widely 
known  as  a  breeder  of  Kentucky  running 
horses,  a  business  he  is  extensivelj'  engaged 
in  as  well  as  that  of  stock-raising.  He  dates  his 
settlement  in  this  county  from  March,  1872,  wlien 
he  purchased  a  farm  on  section  21,  Charleston 
Township,  and  bj'  unremitting  toil  and  persistent 
endeavor,  has  converted  it  from  its  primitive  coudi- 
tion  of  nature  to  a  fine  stock  farm.  He  also  has  a 
comfortable  rural  home,  a  view  of  whii;h  ajipears 
on  another  page  of  this  volume,  while  the  sur- 
roundings are  indicative  of  the  cultured  taste  and 
indefatigable  labors  of  the  owner. 

A  native  of  Lawrence  County,  Ky.,  our  subject 
first  saw  tiie  light  Feb.  3,  1848.  His  parents 
George  R.  and  Julia  A.  (Burton)  Roberts,  removed 
to  Weston,  Platte  Co.,  Mo.,  in  1854,  and  the  follow- 
ing spring  settled  near  Leavenworth,  Kan.  Two 
years  later  they  removed  to  Johnson  County  and 
located  near  the  present  site  of  Olathe.  They  are 
now  living  near  the  home  of  our  subject.  The 
record  of  their  cliildren  is  as  follows:  Rebecca 
married  James  Ham,  and  resides  in  Kansas  City. 
Mo. ;  Christian  L.  is  deceased  ;  Mary  is  the  wife  of 


James  Smith  ;  Caroline  is  the  wife  of  George  Al- 
ger ;  George  w.as  a  soldier  and  while  on  his  way  to 
join  liis  command  was  killed  in  Missouri  ;  Catlier- 
ine  is  the  wife  of  George  Roberts  ;  Rufus  F. 
our  subject  ;  l^llen  is  the  wife  of  Nelson  Fickle  ; 
Miller  F.,  and  Emma,  the  wife  of  Dr.  Norman. 

lie  of  whom  we  write  remained  under  his  father's 
roof  until  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War,  when 
fired  with  that  spirit  of  patriotism  which  formed  so 
potent  an  element  in  the  character  of  all  the  '•  boys 
in  blue."  he  enlisted,  in  1861,  in  Company  H.,  12tli 
Kansas  Infantry,  and  for  more  than  three  years 
served  in  defense  of  his  country.  Before  the  com- 
pany was  mustered  into  the  service  it  was  engaged 
in  a  conflict  with  Quantrell's  Band.  The  com- 
mand was  taken  prisoners  but  soon  paroled,  and 
was  afterward  placed  on  the  frontier  to  guard 
against  Indian  outbreaks.  After  a  faithful  service 
Mr.  Roberts  was  mustered  out  in  1865  as  a  non- 
commissioned officer. 

After  his  return  from  the  army  Mr.  Roberts  con- 
tinued his  residence  in  Johnson  County,  where,  in 
1869.  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Julia,  daugh- 
ter of  Clark  and  Eliza  Moore.  Mrs.  Roberts  was 
born  in  Alton,  111.,  Oct.  16,  1848.  Shortly  after 
her  marriage  she  accompanied  her  husband  to  How- 
ard County,  and  the  following  year  located  in 
Washington  Count}-.  Their  five  cliildren  are  named 
respectively:  Maud,  Buffer,  Josepiiine,  Roscoe 
and  Roy. 

The  Republican  party  has  an  ardent  and  enthus- 
iastic advocate  in  Mr.  Roberts,  who  takes  a  lively 
interest  in  the  principles  of  this  organization  and 
labors  to  advance  its  political  doctrines.  Washing- 
ton County  is  the  better  for  his  having  lived  in  it. 
although  as  a  matter  of  course  he  exerts  the  great- 
est influence  in  bis  immediate  neighborhood. 

^  IfclLIJAM  II.  NEMITZ  is  numl)ered  among 
\/lJi'  '''"'  pioneers  of  AVashington  Count}-  who 
\^/sfj  have  been  important  factors  in  developing 
its  great  agricultural  resources,  and  since  coming 
here  nearlj'  thirty  years  ago  he  has  acquired  a 
goodly  amount  of  property.     He  is  considered  one 
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Residence  OF  R.F  Roberts,  Sec, 21.  CharlestohTr,Wa5hington  Co. 
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of  the  most  prosperous  and  substantial  farmers  of 
Washington  Township,  wliere  he  owns  a  large  and 
well-improved  farm  that  he  has  eliminated  from 
the  wild  prairies  by  his  own  well  directed  labors. 
He  was  born  in  the  Valley  of  Beuttow,  Prussia, 
Feb.  6,  1828.  His  father,  Charles  Nemitz,  also  a 
native  of  Prussia,  was  a  natural  mechanic  and 
worked  at  different  trades  with  equal  facility,  con- 
tinuing to  live  in  Germany  till  1866,  when  he 
came  to  America  to  live  with  his  cliildren,  and 
rounded  out  a  good  old  age  in  Wasliington  Town- 
.ship.  in  August,  1880.  The  maiden  name  of  the 
mother  of  our  subject  was  Henrietta  Kuntze,  and  she 
is  a  native  of  Prussia.  She  now  lives  at  the  ven- 
erable age  of  eighty-five  years,  making  her  home 
with  her  daughter.  Mrs.  Labes.  She  had  nine  chil- 
dren, of  whom  the  following  came  to  this  country: 
William  H.,  Albert,  Charlie,  Ferdinand,  Edward, 
Henry,  Hannah  (wife  of  August  Thrum),  F'ritchie 
(wife  of  Julius  Labes). 

William  Nemitz  attended  scliool  quite  regularly 
till  he  was  fourteen  years  old  and  gained  a 
substantial  education  in  his  native  language;he  after- 
ward became  quite  proficient  in  the  English  lan- 
guage. After  leaving  school  he  served  seven  years 
to  learn  the  tailor's  trade,  receiving  his  board  and 
clothes  while  working.  At  the  expiration  of  his 
term  of  apprenticeship  he  joined  the  Prussian 
army,  and  was  a  soldier  till  the  fall  of  1850.  But 
militar3'  life  soon  lost  its  fascinations  for  him,  so 
he  left  the  army,  and  in  18.51  resolved  to  try  his 
fortunes  in  America,setting  sail  from  Bremen,  April 
1,  and  landing  in  New  York  after  a  weary  and 
monotonous  voyage  of  ten  weeks.  He  was  |84  in 
debt  on  his  arrival  in  this  country,  but  nothing 
daunted  by  such  a  discouraging  outlook  in  a  strange 
land,  he  went  to  Hamilton,  Canada,  where  he  found 
employment  in  a  brick  yard,  and  soon  earned 
enough  to  set  himself  square  with  the  world  and 
began  life  anew,  owing  no  man.  He  worked  in  that 
iilace  the  ensuing  three  years,  and  then  engaged  in 
the  mason's  trade  at  Lake  Huron  till  1860. 

Attracted  by  the  fine  inducements  of  cheap  lands 
and  a  genial  climate,  whereby  a  man  of  enterprise, 
energy,  and  business  tact  could  in  a  few  years 
possess  a  good  farm  and  build  up  a  comfortable 
home,  our  subject  resolved  to  settle  in  Kansas,  and 


c;oming  to  Washington  County,  he  took  up  the  land 
that  he  now  occupies  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Homestead  Act.  He  thus  became  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  Washington  County,  and  has  nobly  i)er- 
formed  his  share  of  the  pioneer  labor  that  has 
brought  it  to  its  present  prosperous  and  advanced 
condition.  The  country  roundabout  in  those  early 
days  was  sparsely  inhabited,  and  deer,  antelopes, 
wild  turkeys  and  other  wild  game  were  plentiful, 
and  only  a  few  miles  away  buffaloes  were  to  be 
seen.  Mr.  Nemitz  first  built  a  dugout,  in  which 
his  family  lived  very  comfortably  a  few  years,  and 
he  then  replaced  it  by  a  more  commodious  stone 
house.  He  now  has  320  acres  of  exceedingly  fer- 
tile, highly  cultivated  land,  all  well  fenced,  and  a 
part  of  it  excellent  pasture  land  for  his  fine  stock, 
with  a  never  failing  stream  of  water  passing  through 
the  farm.  A  view  of  his  estate  with  its  various 
improvements  and  comfortable  residence  appears 
elsewhere  in  this  volume. 

During  these  years  that  be  has  been  accumulating 
all  this  property  Mr.  Nemitz  has  not  been  witiiout 
the  inestimable  help  of  a  good  wife,  to  whom  he 
was  married  in  1852.  Her  maiden  name  was  Thena 
Plisky,  and  she  is,  like  himself,  a  native  of  Prussia. 
They  have  five  children  living,  David,  Henry,  Will- 
iam, Elizabeth,  Lena.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nemitz  were 
reared  in  the  faith  of  the  Lutheran  Church  and  have 
always  remained  true  to  its  teachings.  Mr.  Nemitz 
has  used  good  judgment  and  keen  discernment  in  the 
management  of  his  affairs,  and  at  the  same  time 
has  never  dealt  wrongfully  with  others,  so  that  he 
richl}-  deserves  his  prosperity,  and  his  standing 
in  the  community  is  among  our  most  respected 
citizens. 


J~;O.SEPH    P.     REDMO> 
I    cigars,  and  dealer  in 
I    goods,  has  been  a    resi 
'    for  ten  years,  having 


^fO.SEPH  P.  REDMOND,  manufacturer  of 
tobacco  and  smoker's 
resident  of  Clay  Center 
f^^  for  ten  years,  having  come  here  in  1879. 
He  has  made  for  himself  a  prominent  and  respected 
position  among  the  business  men  of  this  county, 
where  he  is  well  and  favorably  known. 

Mr.   Redmond    was   born  in  Brooklyn,   N.    Y., 
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Sept  10.  1854.  and  when  fourteen  3  ears  old  went  to 
New  York  Cit3'  and  learned  the  trade  of  cigar- 
making.  He  remained  in  the  metropolis  three 
years,  and  in  1871  came  to  Leavenworth,  Kan., 
working  in  various  cities  for  a  few  years  thereafter. 
At  Marysville  he  was  foreman  for  Charles  Pusch, 
and  removed  thence  to  Clay  Center  in  1879,  engag- 
ing in  the  lousiness  which  he  has]sinee  been  success- 
fully carrying  on. 

At  Marysville,  Mr.  Redmond  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Nellie  L.  Hamilton,  who  bore 
one  son,  George  II..  who  is  still  living.  Mrs.  Red- 
mond having  departed  this  life,  Mr.  Redmond  sub- 
sequently married  Miss  Mary  Rothman,  of  Clay 
Center,  the  ceremony  which  united  them  being 
performed  Oct.  24,  1888.  Miss  Rothman  was  born 
in  Missouri,  and  with  her  parents  (see  sketch  of  P. 
Rothman)  came  here  at  an  early  date  in  the  history 
of  this  place. 

Marshall  J.  Redmond,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
is  an  Englishman,  having  opened  his  eyes  to  the 
light  in  Hull.  He  married  Miss  Martha  Princeton, 
of  Massachusetts,  and  lived  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y., 
being  employed  in  the  Brooklyn  Navy  Yard  for 
years.  In  1877  he  removed  to  Adrian,  Mich., 
where  he  and  his  wife  still  live.  Both  are  quite 
advanced  in  years,  Mr.  Redmond  having  been  born 
in  1817,  and  his  wife  being  four  years  3-ounger. 

Mr.  Redmond  of  whom  we  write,  is  a  member 
of  the  I.  O.  0.  F.  in  all  its  branches,  also  of  the 
K.  of    P..  and  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W. 


^T^^EN.TAM1N  W.  MtCOSH.  Among  the  en - 
Ji^v  terprising  farmers  of  Clay  County,  none  is 
(^)j|l  more  thoroughly  alive,  and  anxious  to  keep 
'^^s=*^  pace  with  the  best  efforts  of  the  age,  and  the 
class  to  which  he  belongs,  than  is  the  gentleman 
above  named.  He  takes  an  especial  interest  in  the 
cause  of  education,  believing  tliat  the  future  pros- 
perity of  this  great  Republic  depends  upon  the 
training  received  by  the  rising  generation.  His 
jjleasant  home  is  situated  on  section  34,  Athelstane 
Township,  and  indicates  to  the  most  careless  ob- 
server that  it  is  owned  liy  an  intelligent  and   pro- 


gressive agriculturist.  Not  only  is  the  land  care- 
fully tilled,  but  excellent  buildings  have  been 
erected  upon  it,  and  fences  and  trees  farther  adorn 
the  place. 

Mr.  McCosh  is  a  native  of  the  Keystone  State, hav- 
ing been  born  in  Adams  Count}',  in  Januarj',  1840. 
His  father  was  a  farmer,  and  he  was   reared  upon 
the  parental  acres,  receiving  a  common-school  edu- 
cation only.     At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  learned  the 
saddler's  trade,  which  he  followed    until   after  the 
breaking  out  of  the  late  Civil  War.    In  1863  he  en- 
listed  in  defense  of  the   flag  of   his   country,  and 
served  until  the  close  of  the  war  in  Company  I,  12th 
I    Pennsylvania  Cavalry.     He  was  detailed  as  saddler 
!    for  the  company,  and  afterward    as   dispatch  mes- 
I   senger  from  Harper's  Ferry  through  the    Shenan- 
[    doah  Valley.     Though  often  placed  in  positions  of 
j   danger,  he  was  never   captured   nor   wounded.     A 
short  time  before  Lee's  surrender,  he    was  ordered 
to  rejoin   his  command,  and  was  at  Staunton,  Ya., 
when  the  surrender  took  place.     He  returned    to 
Winchester,   Va.,  aod  was  mustered  out,   receiving 
his  papers  and  last  pay  at  Philadelphia. 

Returning  to  his  home,  Mr.  McCosh  resumed 
work  at  his  trade  of  saddle-maker,  which  he  fol- 
lowed until  the  year  1 866,  when  he  engaged  in 
burning  lime.  The  latter  occupation  he  continued 
until  1870,  when  he  came  to  Kansas  and  located 
the  homestead  which  he  now  occupies.  The  fol- 
lowing j'ear  he  brought  his  family,  and  commenced 
the  improvements  on  the  farm.  When  he  came  to 
the  county,  there  were  no  improvements,  and  Texas 
cattle  roamed  over  the  prairies.  Mr.  McCosh  broke 
prairie  in  1871  and  prepared  to  raise  a  crop,  sod- 
corn  being  the  first  attempted.  In  1872,  the  set- 
tlers met  in  convention,  and  having  the  right  to 
establish  the  herding  of  stock,  it  having  been  se- 
cured them  by  act  of  Legislature,  they  compelled 
the  cattle  men  to  that  act,  thus  securing  their  land 
and  crops  from  destruction  by  range  cattle.  In 
1874,  Mr.  McCosh  failed  on  his  corn  crop,  but  had 
some  wheat,  and  got  through  the  season  without 
aid.  Hail  damaged  his  crops,  and  destroyed  all  his 
fruit  in  1884,  and  corn  was  a  failure  in  1887  and 
1888.  The  last  season  (1889_)  crops  of  .all  kinds 
were  good. 

Benjamin    McCosh   was  united   in    marriage   in 
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1  86G.  with  Miss  MoUie,  daugliter  of  Abram  Miller, 
of  Peniisl3-vania.  Mr.  Miller  is  still  living  in  that 
Slate.  His  occupations  are  farming  and  carpen- 
tering. The  union  of  Benjamin  and  Mollis  BIc- 
Cosh  resulted  in  the  birth  of  twelve  children, 
namely:  Milton,  CharleSi^Harrj',  Edward,  William, 
Cora,  Thompson,  Emma,  Maudie,  James,  Lloyd, 
and  George.  The  wife  and  mother  died  on  April 
29,  188,5.  The  next  year  Mr.  McCosh  contracted 
a  second  matrimonial  alliance,  the  bride  in  this  in- 
stance being  Miss  LillieHamme.  Her  father.  Jesse 
Ilamme,  was  born  in  York,  Pa.,  and  came  to  this 
State  about  the  3'ear  1877.  His  occupation  is  that 
of  a  farmer.  The  second  union  of  Mr.  McCosh 
has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  two  children,  Ly- 
dia  and  Newton. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write,  comes  of  hon- 
orable Pennsylvania  ancestry.  His  father,  An- 
drew McCosh,  was  a  farmer,  and  married  Susannaii 
^'anscoyc,  daughter  of  Enoch  Yanscoyc,  a  stone 
and  brickmason.  Five  children  were  born  to  this 
union — F]mma,  James,  Benjamin,  John,  and  Mor- 
ris. John,  like  our  subject,  enlisted  in  the  service 
of  his  countr}',  serving  about  eighteen  months,  and 
to  the  close  of  the  war.  He  died  in  Kansas,  in 
1884,  being  still  single. 

Mr.  McCosh  belongs  to  the  social  orders  of  the 
G.  A.  R.  and  I.  O.  O.  F.  He  was  formerly  a  Re- 
|)ublican.  but  is  now  independent  in  politics. 


-<3-4=4=<^4=^=E> 


lOlIN  McADAMS.  The  farming  and  stock- 
111  raising  interests  of  Bloom  Township,  Clay 
I'  County,  recognize  in  the  subject  of  this  no- 
(^|j[/  tice  one  of  their  most  successful  represent- 
atives— a  man  jiossessed  of  great  industry  anti 
perseverance,  and  also  endowed  with  those  genial 
qualities  which  liave  drawn  around  him  numbers 
of  warm  friends.  The  home  of  himself  and  his  es- 
timable wife  always  has  an  open  door  and  good 
cheer,  for  both  those  with  whom  thej'  have  been 
associated  for  years,  and  also  for  the  stranger  who 
may  happen  within  their  gates. 

When  coming  to  Bloom  Township,  in  the  fall  of 


1869,  Mr.  McAdams  selected  160  acres  of  land  on 
section  2,  upon  which  he  settled  as  a  homesteader, 
and  where  he  has  since  lived.  The  land  was  then 
in  its  primitive  condition,  and  the  task  before  him. 
seemed  indeed  a  great  one,  but  he  bent  his  ener- 
gies to  the  labor  which  lie  liad  voluntarily  assumed 
and  in  due  time  met  his  leward.  He  is  now  the 
owner  of  a  well-appointed  farm,  the  land  in  a  good 
state  of  cultivation  and  embellished  with  substan- 
tial buildings.  He  was  among  the  first  voters  in 
the  township  and  he  remembers  the  time,  when 
standing  in  his  doorway  and  looking  over  the 
broad  unsettled  country,  it  seemed  to  him  that  it 
would  be  j-ears  and  j-ears  before  civilization  would 
seek  this  section  to  any  extent.  His  expectations 
in  this  regard,  however,  were  happily  disappointed, 
as  in  time  he  could  count  his  neighbors  here  and 
there — men  who,  like  himself,  braved  the  dangers 
and  difficulties  of  the  frontier  and  came  to  stay. 

For  some  years  prior  to  his  arrival  in  Kansas, 
Mr.  IMcAdams  had  been  a  resident  of  Waj-ne 
County,  Ind.  He  was  born  in  Milford,  Hamilton 
Co.,  Ohio,  in  June,  1846,  and  is  the  son  of  William 
McAdams,  whom  it  is  believed  was  likewise  a  na- 
tive of  that  State,  and  who  was  of  German  descent. 
The  latter  was  reared  in  Ohio,  and  learned  brick- 
laying and  stone-masonry,  at  which  he  became 
very  skillful,  and  thereafter  was  employed  at  this 
in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  in  other  important  towns. 
It  is  believed  he  was  married  in  Ohio  to  Miss  Nancj- 
Stewart,  who  is  supposed  to  have  been  born  in  that 
State,  and  there  they  spent  most  of  their  lives  after- 
ward. William  McAdams  died  at  Milford,  Ohio, 
in  the  prime  of  life.  His  wife  survived  him  about 
fifteen  years,  dying  in  1871,  when  about  sixty-four 
or  sixty.flve  years  old.  She  was  a  consistent  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  a 
noble-hearted,  generous  woman,  kind  in  all  her 
ways  and  greatly  beloved  by  those  around  her. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  youngest  of 
seven  children — two  sons  and  five  daughters — all 
of  whom,  with  one  exception,  lived  to  mature 
years  and  were  married.  One  daughter  died 
when  a  maiden  of  sixteen  years.  Three  of  the 
family  are  yet  living,  two  being  residents 
of  Indiana.  John,  our  subject,  was  quite 
young    at    the    time    of    his    father's   death,    and 
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soon  afterward  be  set  out  to  earn  liis  own  living. 
When  a  lad  of  thirteen  ypars  he  repaired  to  Rich- 
mond, Ind.,  and  learned  blacksmithing  and  boiler- 
making  at  that  place.  After  the  outbreak  of  the 
Civil  War,  and  when  but  a  youth  of  seventeen 
years,  he  enlisted  in  Company  A,  I33d  Indiana  In- 
fantry, with  the  100  days'  men.  They  were  or- 
dered to  Alabama,  but  were  not  required  to  engage 
in  any  active  fighting.  Young  McAdams  escaped 
from  harm,  and  received  his  honorable  discharge 
at  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  enlistment.  Prior 
to  this  he  had  been  a  member  of  the  State  Militia, 
and  assisted  in  driving  Morgan  from  the  soil  of 
Kentucky,  Indiana  and  Ohio. 

After  becoming  a  citizen  again,  Mr.  McAdams 
returned  to  Indiana  and  followed  his  trade  until 
1869.  The  spring  of  that  year  found  him  estab- 
lished in  a  shop  on  his  homestead  in  Bloom  Town- 
ship, Clay  County,  Kan.,  and  he  prosecuted  farm- 
ing and  blacksmithing  thereafter,  and  kept  bach- 
elor's hall  for  three  years.  In  the  meantime  he 
made  the  acquaintance  of  Miss  Susan  Tebbe,  and 
they  were  united  in  marriage  at  the  bride's  home  in 
1872.  Mrs.  McAdams  was  born  in  Carroll  County, 
Mo.,  1852,  and  is  the  daughter  of  AVilliam  and 
Margaret  (Brock)  Tebbe,  who  were  born  in  the 
city  of  Bremen,  Germany.  The  father  emigrated 
to  America  when  a  youth  of  seventeen  ^ears,  and 
located  in  New  Orleans,  where  he  remained  for  a 
time  engaged  at  his  trade  of  brick- maker  and  brick- 
layer. Later  he  repaired  to  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and 
was  there  married  to  Miss  Brock,  who  came  to 
America  with  her  parents  when  twelve  years  old. 
The  newly-wedded  pair  remained  in  Missouri  until 
April,  1870,  at  which  time  the  household  had  been 
enlarged  by  the  birth  of  several  children,  and  then 
they  all  came  to  Kansas,  and  settled  upon  a  home- 
stead in  Bloom  Township.  The  father  died  there 
Dec.  7,  1887,  when  fifty-nine  years  old.  He  was 
an  active  and  industrious  man  find  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Clnirch.  Politically,  he  affiliated 
with  tlie  Republican  party.  His  widow  is  still  liv- 
ing at  the  old  homestead  and  is  now  sixty-four 
years  old,  in  the  full  preservation  of  her  mental 
faculties,  and  quite  active  bodily.  She  also  is  con- 
nected with  the  Presbyterian  Cburcli. 

Mrs.  McAdams   remained  a  nicmbcr  of   the  pa'- 


ental  household  until  her  marriage,  coming  from 
Missouri  to  Kansas  with  the  family.  She  is  the 
mother  of  nine  children,  two  of  whom  died  in  in- 
fancy. The  survivors  are  Oliver  Clarence,  John 
Lewis,  P'lorence  Leora,  William  Orval,  Carrie 
Elizabeth,  P^phraim  and  Adelbert.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
McAdams  are  prominently  connected  with  the  M. 
E.  Church,  and  Mr.  McAdams,  politically,  votes 
with  the  Republican  party.  He  is  likewise  a  mem- 
ber of  MorganviUe  Post  No.  368  G.  A.  R. 


Ji  occupant 
I  Highland 
'    There  he  ( 


OSEPH  T.  MOOREHEAD  is  the  owner  .and 
of  a  line  farm  on  section  10, 
Township,  Washington  County. 
ij^//  mere  ne  carries  on  his  business  of  farming 
and  stock-raising.  Tliat  lie  is  a  good  farmer  the 
240  acres  of  fine  land  abundantly  testify.  I'liey 
are  not  only  thoroughly  cultivated  and  improved, 
but  are  supplied  with  fitting  buildings. 

John  Moorehead,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Muskingum  County,  Ohio,  and  ins  mother 
Elizabeth  (Morgan)  Moorehead  was  born  in  New 
Jerse}'.  They  first  settled  near  Zanesville,  Ohio, 
and  from  there  removed  to  Licking  County  in  the 
same  State,  where  they  died.  Tiieir  family  con- 
sisted of  ten  children,  of  whom  our  subject  was  the 
youngest.  He  was  born  in  Licking  County,  Ohio, 
Oct.  3,  1846.  His  parents  died  when  he  was  but  a 
boy,  but  he  made  his  home  in  that  county  until 
eighteen  years  of  age;  he  then  went  to  Keokuk 
County,  Iowa,  wliore  he  worked  out  by  the  month 
for  two  years.  During  the  next  two  j^ears  he  was 
the  occupant  of  rented  land  in  tlie  same  county, 
following  which  for  a  3-ear  he  rented  in  P'ranklin 
County.  In  August,  1870,  he  came  to  this  county 
and  settled  in  Franklin  Township.  There  he  lived 
about  eighteen  months,  when  he  went  to  Mitchell 
County  and  took  a  homestead.  He  lived  on  the 
same  for  five  3-ears  when,  selling  out,  he  returned 
to  Washington  County  and  bought  the  farm  where 
he  now  lives  in  Highland  Township. 

Miss  Ina  White,  born  in  Wisconsin  Maich  23, 
1852,  won  the  regard  of  Mr.  Mooreliead,  and  to  her 
he    was    married    in  Franklin  Township.  Nov.  17, 
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1872.  She  lias  become  the  mother  of  four  bright 
children — Myrtle,  Mary  L.,  Flora  and  Charles  W. 
ilr.  Moorehead  has  held  the  office  of  Justice  of 
the  Peace  for  two  years,  and  has  also  served  as 
Township  Treasurer.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican 
and  is  an  earnest  adherent  of  the  party  principles. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moorehead  are  members  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Ciiureh,  in  which  he  has  been  Class- 
Leader,  Sunday-school  Superintendent,  Trustee  and 
Steward. 


REDERICK    ().    ANDREWS.     One  of  the 

P  largest  and  finest  farms  of  Sherman  Town- 
siiip,  is  the  combined  i)ropert3'  of  Mv.  and 
Mrs.  Andrews,  wiiich  was  made  one  at  the  time  of 
their  marriage,  and  has  since  been  under  tlie  wise 
supervision  of  the  subject  of  this  notice.  Mr. 
Andrews  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  leading  men 
along  the  northern  line  of  Clay  County,  and  one 
whose  diligence  and  perseverance  have  resulted  in 
the  accumulation  of  a  competence  sufficient  to  in- 
sure him  'against  want  in  his  old  age.  He  is  one  of 
those  substantial  and  reliable  characters  who  en- 
deavor to  be  strictly  just  with  all  men  and  generous 
to  those  who  are  the  most  w^orthy. 

Born  in  New  York  State,  Mr.  Andrews  lived 
there  until  a  youth  of  eighteen  years,  then  removed 
with  his  parents.  Abram  R.  and  Adeline  (Boyer) 
Andrews,  to  St.  Joseph  County,  Mich.  The  family 
sojourned  there  until  the  spring  of  1862,  all  to- 
gether, and  then  the  houseliold  circle  was  broken 
in  upon  by  the  departure  of  Frederick  O.  to  the 
war,  he  enlisting  in  Company  H,  2d  Michigan  Cav- 
alry, in  which  lie  served  as  a  private  until  the 
preservation  of  the  LTnion  had  been  assured.  In  the 
meantime  he  took  part  in  the  battle  at  Little  Rock. 
Ark.,  and  also  fought  on  the  Saline  River. 

Mr.  Andrews  was  the  first  Yankee  soldier  who 
drank  water  out  of  the  Arkansas  River,  this  fent 
being  accomplished  while  the  Johnnies  were  throw- 
ing shells  at  him.  He  not  only  drank  himself,  but 
watered  his  horse  and  filled  his  canteen.  Notwith- 
standing the  bullets  fell  thick  around  him,  he  re- 
turned to  the  lanks  in  safetv.  NVhile  at  the  river, 
by  means  of  his  carliine.   he  silenced   two  cannon- 


eers across  the  river.  His  company  was  the  first  to 
cross  the  river  in  the  campaign  at  that  point. 
They  were  soon  followed  by  the  entire  regiment, 
which,  making  a  charge,  captured  Little  Rock. 
After  a  delay  there  of  a  few  days  they  joined  the 
Red  River  expedition,  and  when  returning  from  it 
went  into  winter  quarters  at  Little  Rock. 

Mr.  Andrews  in  the  spring  of  1865  accompanied 
his  regiment  down  the  river  to  Tennessee,  around 
which  they  operated  until  the  close  of  the  war,  and 
received  their  honorable  discharge  at  Chattanooga. 
Mr.  Andrews  then  returned  to  Michigan,  where  he 
lived  two  years,  then  removed  to  Shelby  Count}^ 
Mo.,  which  continued  his  home  for  three  years. 
His  next  change  of  residence  was  to  this  State,  he 
locating  in  Logan  County  in  1871.  He  removed 
to  Morgans ville  in  1872.  The  following  j'ear  he 
homesteaded  120  acres  of  land  in  Sherman  Town- 
ship, put  up  a  Cottonwood  shanty,  and  kept 
b.achelor's  hall  for  a  period  of  seven  years.  Then. 
esteeming  it  not  good  to  live  longer  alone,  he  took 
unto  himself  a  wife  and  helpmate,  being  married 
to  Mrs.  Mary  (Harbaugh)  Allen,  widow  of  Francis 
M.  Allen.  This  union  resulted  in  the  biith  of  two 
children. 

In  the  meantime  Mr.  Andrews  had  become  quite 
|)rominent  in  local  affairs,  and  was  appointed  by 
Gov.  Osborne,  in  1873,  Justice  of  the  Peace,  which 
office  he  held  about  five  j'ears,  when  Sherman 
Township  embraced  the  northern  part  of  the  county. 
The  Andrews  family  occupj-  the  homestead  belong- 
ing to  the  wife,  and  which  comprises  160  acres  of 
land.  The  whole  estate  embraces  280  acres.  Mrs. 
Andrews  was  born  in  Monroe  County,  HI.,  and 
was  there  reared  to  womanhood  and  married  to 
Francis  M.  Allen.  Soon  afterward  they  came  to 
Clay  County,  locating  at  the  present  homestead  in 
1870.  Mr.  Allen  only  lived  about  five  years  there- 
after, his  death  occuring  March  29,  1875.  He  left 
his  widow  with  three  children — Anna,  Emmet  H. 
and  Francis.  Mr.  Allen  was  born  in  Green  County. 
Iowa.  He  served  as  a  Constable  several  j-ears  in 
Sherman  Township,  and  with  his  wife  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  Church. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Andrews  remember  the  time  when 
tlie  Indians  were  plentiful  in  this  section  of  country, 
and  when  wild  gaini — Inrkey.  ilcer  and  antelope — 
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could  almost  be  shot  down  in  the  doorway.  The 
parents  of  Mr.  Andrews  were,  like  himself,  natives 
of  New  York  State,  and  spent  their  last  days  in 
Michigan.  Both  were  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  and  the  father  served  in  the  War  of  1812. 
The  maternal  grandfather,  Frederick  Boyer,  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  He  spent  his 
last  days  in  New  York  State.  He  was  born  in 
Holland,  wheuce  his  parents  emigrated  while  l.e 
was  a  boy. 


=^EORGE  O.  MURREY,  proprietor  of  the 
Hays  House,  at  Barnes,  is  not  only  a  very 
popular  man  among  bis  fellow-citizens,  but 
also  with  the  traveling  public,  being  of  that  genial 
and  companionable  disposition  which  constrains 
him  to  treat  everj'  individual  in  that  courteous 
and  well-bred  manner  which  is  remarkably  pleasant 
to  those  with  whom  lie  comes  in  contact.  Without 
greatly  bending  his  energies  to  the  getting  of  gain, 
lie  is,  notwithstanding,  in  comfortable  circum- 
stance, has  dealt  honorably  with  his  fellow-men, 
and  is  enjoying  a  fair  share  of  the  good  things  of 
this  life. 

Mr.  Murrey  was  born  a  little  over  thirty-nine 
years  ago — April  19, 1850 — in  Green  County,  Wis., 
and  is  the  son  of  Alexander  Murrej',  who  was  a 
native  of  Michigan  and  born  in  1818.  The  latter 
removed  to  Wisconsin  when  about  thirty-five  years 
of  age,  and  is  still  a  resident  of  Green  County. 
He  has  spent  nearly  all  his  life  in  farming,  and  is 
the  owner  of  a  large  property.  The  family  is  of 
French  extraction,  and  the  paternal  grandfather  of 
our  subject  was  John  Muircy,  who  spent  his  last 
years  in  Michigan. 

Mrs.  Laura  (Wright)  Murrey,  the  motlier  of  our 
subject,  was  a  native  of  Michigan,  and  born  in 
1824.  She  died  in  Green  County,  Wis.,  in  1860, 
at  the  early  age  of  thirty-six  years.  The  parental 
liousehold  of  our  subject  consisted  of  ten  children, 
viz:  Clarissa,  Ann,  Charles,  Pliebe,  Rosella,  George 
O.,  Eugene,  Viola,  Maurice  and  Laura.  George  O. 
was  the  sixth  child  of  the  faniil}',  and  was  reared 
un  the  farm  in  (iiecii    County,    Wis.,    receiving    a 


common  school  education.  He  lived  there  until 
1878,  assisting  his  father  around  the  homestead  and 
becoming  familiar  with  the  various  employments 
of  farm  life.  In  1878  he  came  to  Kansas,  settling 
on  a  tract  of  land  near  the  present  site  of  Barnes, 
where  he  followed  farming  until  1886.  In  the 
meantime  he  watched  the  growing  town  with  great 
interest,  and  flnallj',  in  the  year  above  mentioned, 
opened  a  hotel,  which  he  has  since  operated,  and 
has  been  very  successful  as  '•  mine  host."  Socially', 
he  belongs  to  the  I.  O.  O.  F..  Lodge  No.  276,  at 
Barnes,  in  which  he  has  taken  the  Subordinate  and 
Encampment  degrees.  Politically,  he  is  a  sound 
Republican,  and  keeps  himself  posted  in  regard  to 
State  and  national  affairs.  He  has  always  kept  his 
ej-es  open  to  what  was  going  on  around  him  in  the 
world,  and  is  a  man  with  whom  an  hour  may  always 
be  spent  in  a  pleasant  and  profitable  manner. 

Miss  Ida  E.  Hayes  of  Green  County,  Wis.,  was 
wedded  to  Mr.  Murrey  Nov.-25,  1873.  This  lady 
was  born  in  Warren  County,  Pa.,  Jan.  29,  1852,  and 
is  the  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Elizabeth  (Vroman) 
Hayes,  who  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  and  are 
now  living  at  Barnes,  Kan.  Mrs.  Murrey  removed 
with  her  parents  from  Pennsylvania  to  Wisconsin 
when  about  fourteen  years  old,  and  remained  with 
them  until  her  marriage.  Of  this  union  tlierc  have 
been  no  children. 


The  subject  of  this 
Ij  notice  furnishes  another  illustration  of  the 
^_  ll  results  of  industry  and  perseverance  among 
l^^/  the  men  for  wliicli  Washington  County  is  so 
noted.  He  is  one  of  the  substantial  farmers 
and  stock  men  of  Greenleaf  Township,  where  lie 
established  liimself  on  sections  28,  in  1869,  and  is 
now  the  owner  of  200  acres  of  fine  land,  a  part  of 
it  located  on  section  27.  He  started  in  life  a  poor 
boy,  with  only  the  talents  which  nature  had  con- 
ferred upon  him,  having  a  limited  education,  and 
being  obliged  to  labor  under  many  otiier  disadvan- 
tages. His  liabits  of  industry  and  his  ambition  to 
heconie  a  man  uinong    men    have    resulted    in    the 
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realization  of  his  desires,  and  he  is  now  numbered 
among  the  representative  men  of  his  county. 

Mr.  Tweed3'  was  born  in  Rush  County,  Ind., 
Oct.,  17,  1832.  His  father,  William  B.  Tweedy,  a 
native  of  South  Carolina,  removed  first  to  Ken- 
tucky and  afterward  to  Indiana,  sojourning  in 
Kiish  County  until  1837.  Later  lie  [mshed  on  fur- 
tlier  westward  into  P>lgar  County,  111.,  and  died 
there  about  1878,  when  nearing  his  four-score 
years.  He  was  a  good  man  in  the  broadest  sense 
of  the  term,  possessing  a  high  sense  of  integrity  and 
iiioralitj',  was  never  known  to  have  used  an  oath, 
:u)d  for  many  years  was  a  consistent  member  of  the 
CInistian  Church.  In  politics  he  was  first  a  Wliig 
and  then  a  Republican,  voting  with  the  latter 
party  from  tiie  time  of  its  organization  until  the 
last  election  before  his  death. 

The  paternal  grandfatlier  of  our  subject  was 
James  Tweed}*,  of  South  Carolina,  wlio  emigrated 
to  Illinois,  and  died  in  Edgar  County.  William  B. 
Tweedy  was  married  to  Miss  Lavina  Williams  who 
was  born  in  Kentucky,  June  7,  1808.  She  de- 
parted this  life  in  Edgar  County,  111.,  in  1888.  Her 
father  was  Jesse  Williams,  of  Kentucky,  after 
whom  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  named.  To 
tlie  parents  of  our  subject  there  were  born  eleven 
children,  viz:  Louisa,  Jesse  W.,  Nanc}',  James, 
Wakefield,  Mary,  John,  William.  Hiram,  Robert 
and  Martha  E.  The  only  surviving  members 
of  the  family  are  Jesse  W.,  Louisa  and  Martha. 
Walcefield,  Hiram  and  Robert,  served  in  the  late 
war  with  Indiana  and  Illinois  regiments. 

Jesse  W.  Tweedy,  of  whom  we  write,  was  the 
.second  child  of  his  parents,  and  was  reared  on  a 
farm  in  Edgar  County,  111.  He  lived  with  his 
father  until  twenty -one  years  old,  then  in  1855, 
emigrated  to  Sullivan  County,  Mo.,  where  he  fol- 
lowed farming  until  1861.  Soon  after  the  out- 
l)reak  of  the  Civil  War  he  joined  the  P'ederal  Army 
as  a  private,  enlisting  in  Company  C,  18th  Mis- 
souri Infantry,  which  was  assigned  to  the  Army  of 
the  Cumberland.  Until  the  battle  of  Atlanta  he 
was  in  tlie  16th  Army  Corps;  afterward  he  was  in 
tlie  17th.  He  participated  in  tiie  battles  of  Shiloh 
and  Corinth  and  went  on  the  Georgia  campaign, 
meeting  the  enemy  at  Resaea,  Kenesaw  Mountain 
and    Atlanta,   and   marched    with    Sherman    to    the 


sea.  Later,  going  with  his  regiment  up  through 
the  Carolinas  to  Washington,  he  was  present  at 
the  Grand  Review,  and  in  August,  1865,  received 
his  honorable  discharge  at  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

After  the  war  Mr.  Tweedy  returned  to  Edgar 
County,  III.,  and  followed  farming  until  1869. 
That  year  he  came  to  Kansas,  and  in  due  time  lo- 
cated upon  a  part  of  the  land  which  he  now  owns 
and  occupies.  On  the  18tli  of  October,  1868,  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Whitsel, 
of  Vigo  County,  Ind.  Mrs.  Tweedy  was  born  in 
that  county,  Aug.  3,  1825,  and  was  the  daughter 
of  Joseph  and  Jane  (Farnham)  Whitsel;  the  father 
died  in  Indiana,  the  mother  still  lives.  She  be- 
came the  mother  of  five  children — William  D., 
Alice  B.,  Evermont,  Frances  D.  and  Edith;  and 
departed  this  life  June  7,  1880.  Mr.  Tweedy  has 
only  two  children  living — William  D.  and  Alice  B. 
He  has  been  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church 
and  politically,  is  a  strong  Republican.  He  is 
also  a  member  in  good  standingof  Greenleaf  Post, 
G.  A.  R. 


AA'ID  HUMMEK.  merchant  tailor,  is  one 
of  the  well-known  business  men  of  the 
flourishing  town  of  Greenleaf,  Washington 
County,  where  he  has  an  excellent  trade, 
lie  is  respected  by  all  who  know  him  for  his  strict 
business  integrity,  as  well  as  for  his  private  char- 
acter. He  was  born  near  Carlisle,  Pa.,  July  24, 
1820,  being  a  son  of  Jacob  and  Mary  (Rhodes) 
Hummer.  The  mother  was  also  born  in  the  Key 
Stone  State,  her  parents  being  of  German  extrac- 
tion. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hummer  were  the  parents  of 
nine  children  of  whom  our  subject  was  the  third. 
The  father  died  when  his  son  David  was  quite 
small. 

Mr.  David  Hummer  wiis  educated  in  his  native 
St.ate  in  whicli  he  remained  until  the  age  of  seven- 
teen, having  during  this  period  learned  the  tailor's 
trade  at  Lancaster.  In  1837,  he  went  toMcArthur, 
Ohio,  and  ten  years  later  to  Middlefork.  In  1871, 
he  removed  West  and  located  in  this  county,  tak- 
ing up  a  homestead    of   160  acres   on    section    7, 
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Greenleaf  Township.  On  the  homestead  he  resided 
until  1882.  when  he  moved  into  town,  where  he  has 
since  been  carrying  on  a' merchant  tailoring  estab- 
lishment, yte  has  always  followed  his  trade  and 
is  a  thorough  workman.  He  started  in  life  poor  and 
what  he  has  made  is  the  result  of  his  own  industry 
and  thrift. 

On  March  17,  1840,  Mr.  Hummer  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Mary  A.  Kelch  of  McArthur, 
Ohio.  The  bride  was  born  in  Nelsonville,  Ohio, 
Nov.  8,  1832.  being  a  daughter  of  Philip  and  Sarah 
A.  Kelch.  She  departed  this  life  in  Greenleaf,  P'eb. 
19,  1886.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hummer  had  nine  child- 
ren  born  to  them:  Sarah  J.,  Hattie  C;  Mary, 
Flora,  and  Millie,  deceased;  Franklin  D.;  Georgia 
A.  deceased ;  Myrtie  H.,  and  Annie  O. 

Sarah  J.  married  R.  P.  Murray,  of  Middlefork, 
Ohio,  and  now  resides  in  Washington  City,  where 
her  husband  is  a  clerk  in  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment. They  have  five  children — Delia,  Don, 
Harry,  Hampton  and  Hattie.  Hattie  C.  married 
Isaac  D.  Barrett,  a  dress  and  cloak  manufacturer  in 
Cleveland,  Ohio  ;  they  have  two  children,  Minnie 
and  Frank.  Franklin  D.  is  now  a  contractor  in 
Kansas  City,  Mo.;  he  married  Miss  Alice  McGee 
of  Gallatin,  Mo.  They  had  one  child— Ona  C, 
who  has  been  taken  from  them  by  death.  Myrtie 
H.,  married  George  Weidenlieimer.  a  painter  at 
St.  Francis,  Kan.  They  have  four  children — 
Mark,  Cecil,  Lenora  and  Nina.  Annie  O.  married 
Frank  II.  Werner,  a  harness  dealer  in  Greenleaf; 
they  have  one  son — Max. 

Mr.  Hummer  is  a  Republican  in  politics.  He 
belongs  to  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  Lodge,  No.  232  at  Green- 
leaf. He  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
with  which  he  has  been  identified  for  more  than 
twenty-five  years. 


OIIN  V.  McGREW  is  the  owner  mid  occu- 
pant of  a  pleasiint  home  on  section  IG,  High- 
land  Township,  Washington  County,  where 
^^  lie  owns  a  farm  of  160  acres.  The  land  is 
well  improved  and  cultivated,  and  on  it  Jlr.  Mc- 
Grew  carries  on  the  occuiinlidii  of  a  tiller  ol'  lliesoil. 


Before  entering  upon  a  sketch  of  his  life  a  few 
words  in  regard  to  his  parents  will  not  be  amiss. 
His  father,  Simon  McGrew,  was  born  in  Butler 
County,  Pa.  His  mother  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Evelyn  Wright,  and  was  born  in  Adams  Count}*, 
Ohio.  Their  first  home  after  marriage  was  in  the 
last  named  county,  from  which  they  removed  to 
Brown  County,  in  the  same  State.  In  1854  thej' 
emigrated  to  Des  Moines  County,  Iowa,  and  tiience 
removed  and  settled  near  New  London,  Henry 
County,  where  they  died.  They  had  eleven  chil- 
dren, of  whom  our  subject  was  the  third.  He  was 
born  in  Brown  County,  Ohio,  Oct.  11,  1840,  and 
was  therefore  a  lad  of  fourteen  when  his  parents 
removed  to  Iowa.  He  remained  an  occupant  of 
the  parental  home  until  he  was  about  twenty  years 
of  age,  when,  in  April,  1861,  his  ears  were  startled 
by  "The  shot  heard  round  the  world."  With  ])a- 
triotie  fervor  he  hastened  to  enlist  among  the 
defenders  of  the  Lnion,  and  was  enrolled  in  Com- 
pany F.,  1st  Iowa  Infantry.  After  a  service  of 
three  months  he  was  mustered  out,  and  immediately 
again  enlisted.  His  name  was  added  to  the  muster- 
roll  of  Company  K,  25th  Iowa  Infantry,  and  lie 
was  made  First  Sergeant.  In  March,  1863,  he 
was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Second  Lieutenant, 
and  two  months  later  to  that  of  First  Lieutenant. 
He  took  part  in  the  battles  of  Wilson  Creek, 
Steel's  Bayou,  Walnut  Hills,  Miss.;  Arkansas  Post 
and  the  Siege  of  Vicksbnrg.  After  a  service  of 
one  year  with  the  25th  he  was  discharged  for  disa- 
bility, bearing  with  him  the  record  of  a  faithful 
and  gallant  soldier.  He  returned  to  Iowa  and  re- 
mained about  a  year  in  Henry  County.  He  next 
sojourned  for  a  short  time  in  Burlington,  and  then 
removed  to  Louisa  County  and  made  his  home  in 
Morning  Sun  for  about  six  years.  At  that  place 
he  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  for  nine 
months,  and  then  operated  a  wagon  shop.  His 
next  removal  was  to  Jackson  County,  Mo.,  where 
for  three  years  he  was  engaged  in  farming.  Lee's 
Summit  was  his  home  for  the  following  two  years, 
and  his  occupation  that  of  a  clerk.  He  again  re- 
turned to  Henry  County,  Iowa,  and  there  resided 
until  October.  1883.  when  he  came  to  this  county. 
On  Oct.  28.  1862.  the  home  of  William  Stewart, 
ill  Ileiuy  County.  Iowa,  was  the  scene  of  an   inter- 
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estiug  eeremuuy,  by  which  his  daughter.  Cyrena, 
was  transformed  into  Mrs.  John  P.  McGrew.  Mrs. 
McGrew  was  born  in  Monongalia  Count}',  W.  Va., 
July  1 1,  1842.  Her  mother.  Ann  (Pierpoint)  hitew- 
art,  died  in  Henry  County,  Iowa,  and  her  father 
in  Wyandotte,  Kan.  They  were  the  i)arents  of  a 
family  of  twelve  children,  and  Mrs.  McGrew  was 
one  of  the  older  members.  Six  children  have  been 
born  to  our  subject  and  his  wife.  They  are:  Anna 
H.,  wife  of  Thomas  S.  Waters;  Nettie  E.,  wife  of 
Charles  Griffith;  William  S.,  who  died  when  about 
two  3'ears  old;  Charles  M.,  Mary  N.,  and  Jessie  (). 
Mr.  McGrew  has  been  Township  Clerk  for  one 
term,  and  has  also  served  as  School  Treasurer.  He 
is  a  member  of  Gett3'sburg  Post  No.  7,  G.  A.  R. 
Ill  politics  he  is  a  Republican.  Both  he  and 
his  wife  are  devoted  members  of  the  Christian 
Church. 

J"]  OSEPH  SNOW,  late  a  well  known  and  highly 
i  respected  resident  of  Sherman  Township, 
I  Cla3'  County,  was  born  in  Kentucky,  Feb. 
'  14,  1826.  and  departed  this  life  at  his  home 
in  Sherman  Township.  Feb.  14,  1879,  at  the  age  of 
fifty-three  years  to  a  day.  He  was  one  of  the  pio- 
neers of  this  section  of  country  to  which  he  came 
in  the  fall  of  1870,  and  homesteaded  100  acres  of 
land  on  section  6.  Sherman  Township.  For  nine 
years  the  family  oecu|)ied  a  cottonwood  shanty  and 
in  the  meantime  cultivated  the  land,  planted  forest 
and  fruit  trees,  made  fences  and  erected  buildings 
and  in  due  time  gathered  together  all  the  comforts 
and  conveniences  of  a  rur.al  home.  Mr.  Snow  was 
possessed  of  those  sterling  qualities  of  character 
most  needed  in  the  development  of  a  new  country 
and  contributed  his  full  quota  to  the  progress  and 
growth  of  his  adopted  township. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  spent  but  a  few  years 
in  his  native  State,  bis  parents  removing  when  he 
was  a  mere  boy  to  the  vicinitj'  of  Indianapolis,  Ind. 
He  was  there  reared  to  manhood  and  was  married 
to  Miss  Margaret,  daughter  of  Cummings  and  Eliza- 
liotli  (Wiini)  (iardner.  who  are  represented  else- 
wlicrc  in  this  volume.      ^Irs.  Snow  was  born   about 


fourteen  miles  west  of  the  city  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
and  when  a  young  girl  her  parents  removed  to 
Indiana.  After  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Snow  re- 
mained residents  of  the  Hoosier  State  several  years 
and  then  removed  to  Mercer  County,  111.  Seven 
years  later  they  sought  the  farther  West,  crossing 
the  Mississippi  and  locating  in  Monroe  County, 
Iowa.  Mr.  Snow  bad  been  bred  to  farm  pursuits 
and  followed  these  his  entire  life. 

The  ten  children  born  to  Mr.  Snow  and  his  esti- 
mable wife  were  named  respectively:  Betsey  J., 
now  Mrs.  Jo.seph  Greenwood  of  Norton,  this  State; 
John,  William  and  an  infant,  all  deceased;  Oliver 
T.,  Eli,  James  H.,  Arch,  George  W.  and  Martha  A., 
(Mrs.  Charles  Peterson),  are  all . residents  of  Clay 
County.  Arch  resides  with  his  mother  on  the 
home  farm.  Mrs.  Snow  is  a  lady  greatly  respected 
among  her  neighbors  and  a  consistent  member  of 
the  Christian  Church  at  Clifton.  The  family  resi- 
dence is  a  commodious  frame  structure  and  adjacent 
is  the  main  barn  and  other  outbuildings,  including 
a  granary,  stables,  corn  cribs,  and  other  buildings 
necessary  to  the  successful  prosecution  of  agricul- 
ture. Mrs.  Snow  with  the  aid  of  her  son,  keeps  up 
the  reputation  of  the  estate  in  an  admirable  manner, 
preserving  it  as  one  of  the  best  monuments  which 
could  have  been  reared  to  the  memory  of  her  de- 
parted husband.  His  parents.  James  and  Martha 
Snow,  spent  their  last  years  in  Indiana. 


,USSELL  T.  KERR,  one  of  the  leading  citi- 
if(-  zens  of  Hollenberg  and  an  extensive  dealer 
in  grain  and  live  stock,  has  been  a  residirit 
of  Washington  County  for  a  period  of 
twenty  years  and  is  thus  identified  with  its  most 
important  interests.  Energetic,  enterprising  and 
industrious,  he  is  one  of  those  characters  never  sat- 
isfied when  idle  .and  takes  as  much  pride  and  in- 
terest in  the  advancement  of  his  community  as  in 
the  prosperity  of  his  own  private  affairs. 

A  native  of  Champaign  County.  III.,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  was  born  March  2,  1811.  He  is  the 
offspring  of  an  excellent  family,  being  the  son  of 
Samuel  and  Betsy   Ann    (Taylor)    Kerr,  who  were 
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natives  respectively  of  Ohio  and  Kentucky.  Both 
parents  removerl  to  Indiana  in  tlieir  youth  and  in 
that  State  were  married.  In  1836  they  settled  in 
Champaign  County,  III.,  and  were  among  its  earliest 
pioneers,  taking  up  land  from  which  the  Indians  had 
just  departed.  Upon  the  north  and  west  of  them 
there  was  not  a  settler  for  twenty  miles.  Deer, 
wolves  and  various  other  kinds  of  wild  animals 
were  plentiful.  The  elder  Kerr  entered  500  acres 
of  land  from  the  (iovernmeut  and  when  his  town- 
ship was  organized,  it  was  named  in  his  honor.  He 
improved  the  whole  of  his  land  and  there  spent  the 
remainder  of  his  days,  departing  this  life  about 
1852.  The  wife  and  mother  survived  her  husband 
only  about  four  years.  Their  family  consisted  of 
six  children  of  whom  Russell  T.  was  the  eldest 
born.  John  C.  is  a  resident  of  Vermillion  County, 
111.  Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of  Jacob  Jones  and  Ma- 
tilda married  Jonathan  Jones,  both  being  residents 
of  Vermilliou  County,  111. ;  Joseph  established  him- 
self on  a  farm  in  Kerr  Township,  Champaign 
Co.,  111.,  where  he  now  resides;  Rachel  Ann  is  the 
wife  of  Prince  Evans  and  they  live  in  Southern 
Kansas. 

Russell  T.  Kerr  was  reared  to  man's  estate  in  his 
native  county,  but  in  the  early  part  of  1861,  be- 
fore reaching  his  majority  and  shortly  after 
the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War,  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany I,  2d  Illinois  Cavalry  in  which  he  served 
over  two  years.  He  was  princpally  engaged  as  a 
scout,  but  fought  at  the  battles  of  Vicksburg, 
Champion  Hill,  Raymond.  Jackson,  Holly  Springs, 
Bolivar,  Pocahontas,  and  was  also  in  numerous 
skirmishes.  He  was  uniformly  found  at  the  post 
of  duty  and  w.as  promoted  to  Corporal.  He  served 
until  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  enlistment  and 
then  receiving  an  honorable  discharge  on  account 
of  disability  returned  to  his  native  county  and  re- 
sumed the  farming  pursuit;S  to  which  he  had  been 
reared  since  boyhood.  He  also  commenced  dealing 
in  live  stock.  In  due  time,  being  ready  to  establish 
a  home  of  his  own,  he  was  married,  Jan.  24,  1864. 
to  Miss  Frances  J.,  daughter  of  Plina  and  Eunice 
(Sawtell)  Lamb.  Mrs.  Kerr  wa^  born  in  Fountain 
Countj',  Ind.,  Oct.  31.  1847.  Her  parents  were 
natives  of  New  England  which  they  left  early  in 
life,  removing  each  wilh  their  respective  parents  to 


Indiana,  where  they  were  married.  Later  they  re- 
moved t)  niinois  and  when  Frances  J.  was  a  small 
child,  changed  their  residence  once  more  to  Cham- 
paign County,  111.,  where  the  father  died  and  where 
the  mother  is  still  living. 

Mr.  Kerr,  in  1869,  came  to  Washington  County. 
Kan.,  and  entered  land  in  Franklin  Township.  In 
■addition  to  the  cultivation  of  this  he  engaged  in 
breaking  prairie  a  number  of  years,  operating  five 
teams.  He  effected  good  improvements  upon  his 
land  and  lived  there  until  1874  when  he  removed 
to  Holleuberg  and  for  two  j-ears  was  the  Station 
Agent  at  that  town.  He  also  established  a  store  of 
general  merchandise,  officiated  as  Postmaster,  and 
dealt  in  grain.  He  was  the  first  duly  elected  Trustee 
of  Hollenberg  Township  of  which  Franklin  now 
forms  a  part.  He  put  up  the  first  warehouse  in  the 
place,  also  the  first  hay  scales  and  shipi)ed  the  first 
car  load  of  grain  from  this  point.  Having  no 
scales  then  for  weighing  that  first  load  of  grain  it 
was  measured  in  a  cheese  hoop. 

In  addition  to  the  interests  above  mentioned,  Mr. 
Kerr  also  operated  an  hotel  for  a  number  of  years 
at  Hollenberg,  Later  he  abandoned  it  and  for  the 
last  two  years  has  given  his  attention  entirely  to  his 
grain  and  live  stock  interests.  For  a  time  he  con- 
ducted a  lively  real-estate  business  and  has  had 
the  selling  of  nearlj'  all  the  land  in  this  part  of  the 
county,  having,  as  the  record  shows,  made  the 
largest  list  of  transfers  within  its  limits.  He  also 
officiated  as  a  Notar3-  Public.  Politically,  during 
the  progress  of  the  Civil  War  he  supported  the  Re- 
publican party,  but  voted  for  Horace  Greely  in 
1872.  Since  that  time  he  h.as  been  a  third-party 
man  and  has  frequently  been  selected  as  the  candi- 
date of  the  minority  party  for  the  various  county 
offices  and  was  given  large  m.ajorities  at  home,  his 
own  township  giving  him  120  votes  from  a  ballot 
numbering  only  a  few  more  than  this.  In  religious 
matters,  he  coincides  with  the  doctrines  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kerr  there  have  been  born  eight 
children  the  eldest  of  those  now  surviving  being  a 
daughter,  Lilly,  who  is  the  wife  of  John  T.  Lewi.s 
and  the  mother  of  two  children — Verne  A.  and  an 
infant  unnamed.  Samuel  P.  is  living  in  Montana; 
Jennie  .M.  is  the  wife   of    Sheridan    Henderson  and 
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tliej-  have  one  child,  a  son,  Guy.  Ella  K.,  James, 
Belle  and  Maiy  are  at  home  with  their  parents. 
The  paternal  ancestors  of  Mr.  Kerr  were  originally 
from  Scotland,  and  a  paternal  granduncle  served  as 
a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War  until  its  close 
and  was  afterward  a  member  of  the  United  .States 
Senate.  On  his  mother's  side  Grandfather  John 
Taylor,  was  a  second  cousin  of  President  Zachary 
Taylor,  and  a  member  of  the  Kentucky  Legislature. 
On  another  page  appears  a  fine  engraving  of  the 
pleasant  home  of  Mr.  Kerr,  to  which  his  amiable 
wife  and  accomplished  daughters  welcome  their 
many  friends    with    s'>od    clieer    and    hearty   hos- 


itality. 


^jns^^^^m^i^^ 


f'lLLIAiVI  E.  DUXAWAY,  Attorney  and 
Counsellor  at  Law,  in  Clay  Center,  is  a 
prominent  member  of  the  legal  profession 
in  Nortliern  Kansas,  and  for  the  last  twelve  years 
has  successfully  practiced  in  Clay  and  adjoining 
counties,  building  up  a  lucrative  business.  He  is 
a  Pennsylvanian  by  birth,  his  native  place  being 
in  Luzerne  Township,  Fayette  County,  where  he 
lived  until  1877.  He  was  born  Oct.  4,  1851,  and 
acquired  his  early  education  in  his  native  township. 
In  the  year  mentioned  he  entered  Washington  and 
.lefferson  College  i.i  Washington,  Pa.,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  A.  M.,  two 
years  later. 

I'pon  leaving  college  Mr.  Dunaway  engaged  in 
teaching,  and  read  law  under  the  instruction  of  an 
elder  brother,  C.  P.  Dunaway,  at  Uniontown.  He 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1877  and  soon  afterward 
started  to  the  West,  arriving  in  Clay  Center,  Kan., 
on  the  20th  of  April.  He  at  once  made  himself  at 
home,  resolving  to  make  his  way  through  every 
ditticulty  and  drawback  and  his  determination  has 
been  rewarded  with  success.  He  is  highly  spoken 
of,  both  as  a  practitioner  and  as  a  member  of  the 
community.  As  a  lawyer  he  takes  rank  with  the 
ablest  men  in  this  part  of  the  State. 

Mr.  Dunaway  on  the  loth  of  May.  1879,  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Nannie  W.  Small,  of 
Maine.  This  lady  was  born  in  Oxford  County, 
that  Stale.  Sei)t.   li.    1857,   and    was    depri\'ed    by 


death  of  a  father's  care  when  twelve  years  old. 
Subsequently  she  made  her  home  with  an  aunt  in 
Boston  until  1876.  coming  that  year  with  relatives 
to  Kansas  and  remaining  a  resident  of  Clay  County 
until  her  marriage.  She  is  now  the  mother  of  four 
children,  all  living,  viz:  Elsie  P..  Helen  L..  Alonzo 
Linn  and  Edwin  Small. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dunaway  are  connected  with  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  which  our  subject  officiates 
as  Elder.  Mr.  Dunaway  is  a  member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity  in  which  he  has  attained  to  the 
Chapter  degree  and  is  also  connected  with  the 
L  0.0.  F.  in  the  Lodge  and  Encampment.  Politi- 
cally, he  affiliates  with  the  Republican  party,  of 
which  he  is  an  active  worker.  From  1882  to  1886 
he  filled  the  office  of  County  Attorne\'  of  Clay 
County. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  William  Dunaway, 
who  was  born  in  Greene  County,  Pa.,  in  1812  and 
spent  his  early  life  in  that  locality.  He  married 
Miss  Elizabeth  Porter,  and  to  them  there  were  born 
two  children,  William  E.  and  James  W.  The  lat- 
ter remains  at  the  homestead  with  his  parents.  The 
mother  is  likewise  a  native  of  the  Keystone  State 
and  was  born  Sept.  27.  181.3. 


■>   •>^^-   <• 


,^UGUST  MOELLING  is  a  thrifty,  energetic 
(@^lJI     agriculturist,  descended  from  tiie  I'ace  that 
11    (S    has  furnished  so  many  honored  and  enter- 
@J  prising  citizens  and  pioneers  to  this  broad 

land.  His  farm  is  in  Bloom  Townshii).  Clay  County, 
and  is  well  improved,  carefully  cultivated,  and 
supplied  with  all  necessary  buildings,  erected  in  a 
substantial  and  pleasing  manner.  The  estate  is 
situated  on  section  20,  and  comprises  130  acres.  It 
has  been  the  home  of  its  present  owner  since  1878, 
at  which  time  he  came  to  this  State  from  Gasconade 
County.  Mo.,  where  he  was  born  June  2,  1854.  He 
is  the  eldest  son  of  his  parents,  and  was  reared  and 
educated  in  his  native  county,  receiving  all  the  ad- 
vantages possible  at  their  hands. 

In  his  native  county  Mr.  Moelling  entered  into 
the  marriage  relation,  the  lady  whom  lie  hiidcliosen 
for  his  companion  being  Miss   Minnie   State.     She 
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was  boi'Q  in  the  same  county  as  her  husband,  on  the 
7tli  of  March,  1857,  her  parents  being  respected 
German  citizens.  Her  father,  William  Stute,  is  still 
engaged  at  his  occupation  of  farming  in  that 
county.  He  belongs  to  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
as  did  his  wife,  Hannah  (Pesopski)  Stute,  who  died 
in  1885,  at  the  age  of  fifty-two  j-ears.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Moelling,  seven  children  have  been  born,  three 
of  whom,  Lizzie  and  an  infant,  are  deceased. 

The  biithplace  of  Adolph  Moelling,  father  of  our 
subject,  was  Lippe  Detmold,  Germany,  whence  he 
came  to  the  United  States  when  forty  years  old  and 
still  unmarried.  After  an  ocean  voyage  of  seven 
weeks  he  landed  at  New  York  City,  whence  he  came 
to  Missouri,  and  began  the  operations  of  a  farmer. 
There  he  married  Louisa  Otto,  a  native  also  of  Ger- 
many, who  departed  this  life  in  Gasconade  County, 
Mo.,  in  1864,  being  then  thirty-nine  years  old.  Her 
bereaved  husband  lived  to  come  to  Kansas  in  1878, 
and  resided  in  this  township  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  Maj'  6,  1887,  at  the  age  of  seventy -seven 
years.  He  was  a  Deacon  and  an  active  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  to  which  his  deceased 
wife  had  also  belonged.  His  political  views  coin- 
cided with  tlie  doctrines  of  the  Republican  party, 
with  which  he  cast  his  vote. 

Mr.  August  Moelling  follows  the  teachings  and 
example  of  his  respected  parents,  both  in  politics 
and  religion,  being  a  Republican  and  a  Presbyter- 
ian. He  and  his  wife  are  classed  among  the  workers 
in  their  church,  and  are  interested  in  every  good 
work  instituted  therein.  The  standing  which  Mr. 
Moelling  has  in  the  community  is  due  not  only  to 
his  moral  character,  but  to  his  practical  abilitj-  as 
.an  agriculturist  and  to  his  kindness  as  a  neighbor 
and  friend. 


JOHN  M.  STEELE,  of  Strawberry  Township, 
Washington  County,  and  superintendent  of 
Steele's  ranch,  is  one  of  the  members  of  the 
firm  composed  of  three  as  enterprising  men 
as  are  to  be  found  anywhere  in  the  West.  The 
subject  of  this  notice  possesses  more  than  ordinary 
intelligence,  and  has   been   no  uniinportant   factor   | 


ill  building  up  the  agricultural  interests  of  Straw- 
berry Township.  Steele's  ranch  is  located  on 
section  10  and  forms  the  roaming  place  of  large 
numbers  of  fine  cattle  and  horses,  which  are  the 
source  of  a  handsome  income  to  the  proprietors. 

A  native  of  Jessamine  County,  Ky.,  John  M. 
Steele  was  born  Jan.  2.3,  1824,  and  is  the  son  of 
Samuel  C.  Steele,  who  was  born  in  Virginia  and 
who  left  the  Old  Dominion  for  the  Blue  Grass  State 
during  its  i)ioneer  days.  He  married  Miss  Eliza- 
beth JMitchum,  a  native  of  Woodford  County,  Ky., 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  seven  children,  five 
of  whom  are  living,  viz:  Susan,  now  Mrs.  Smith; 
Helen,  Mrs.  Singleton  ;  Dudley  M..  a  partner  of  John 
M.,  and  Joanna,  Mrs.  Rogers. 

Mr.  Steele  spent  his  early  years  in  his  native 
county,  and  in  1854  crossed  the  plains  to  Califor- 
nia, settling  near  Colusa,  of  which  he  was  a  resident 
for  the  long  period  of  thirty-five  years,  and  where 
he  still  spends  his  winters.  During  his  absence  he 
entrusted  his  business  here  to  the  hands  of  his 
grand-nephew,  William  M.  Steele,  the  grandson  of 
his  brother  William  M.  He  traveled  all  over 
the  overland  route  to  California  before  the  con- 
struction of  any  railroad  between  the  Mississippi 
and  the  Pacific  Slope.  He  crossed  the  plains  before 
even  a  stage  route  was  established,  and  has  also 
made  the  trii)  to  the  (xolden  State  by  water.  There 
are  few  portions  of  the  great  West  which  he  has  not 
traversed,  he  having  visited  New  Mexico,  Arizona. 
Idaho,  Wyoming,  Nevada,  Utah,  Oregon,  Texas, 
Mexico,  and  also  visited  the  Eastern  cities.  New 
York,  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore. 

Mr.  Steele  came  to  Kansas  in  August,  1886,  and 
began  improving  a  tract  of  raw  prairie,  upon  which 
there  was  not  a  stick  of  timber.  The  ranch  era- 
braces  a  whole  section  of  land,  all  of  which  is  fenced 
and  divided  mostly  into  six  fields,  besides  the  hog- 
lots.  The  two-story  frame  dwelling  contains  eight 
rooms  and  other  modern  improvements,  the  whole 
being  30x32  feet  in  dimensions.  His  barn  is  120x(>5 
feet  in  area,  and  the  granary  28x16  feet.  There 
are  sheds  on  both  sides  of  this  latter,  a  stable  of 
40x30feet  in  dimensions,  including  a  bath-room, 
and  elsewhere  over  200  feet  of  sheds.  The  ranch 
at  the  present  time  (October  1889)  acconiniodates 
1 1  7  head  of  horses  and  fifty-six   mules.     The  firm 
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hns  just  commeiifC'd  The  breeding  of  swine,  liavino- 
about  fifty  or  sixty  liesd.  Tliree  miles  west  of 
Ilnddam  they  have  a  large  cattle  raucii,  embracing 
three  sections  of  land  in  Washington  County;  they 
also  have  a  large  horse  and  cattle  ranch  in  Elko 
County.  Nev..  embracing  4,00(1  acres  of  land,  all 
fencerl  and  divided  into  four  pastures.  They  have 
besides  this  all  the  outside  range  desiiable. 

Mr.  .Steele.  Sept.  20,  1849, was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Susan,  daughter  of  John  Jlitchum,  long- 
since  deceased.  Mrs.  Steele  was  born  in  Woodford 
County,  Ky.,  and  departed  this  life  in  California, 
April  18,  1855.  Mr.  Steele  has  never  remarried, 
having  lived  a  widower  for  the  long  period  of 
thirty-five  years.  The  two  children  born  to  him 
and  his  estimable  wife  died  in  infancy.  While  a 
resident  of  California,  he  served  as  Sheriff  two 
terms  and  was  County  Supervisor  one  term,  de- 
clining a  nomination  thereafter.  He  meddles  very 
little  with  politics,  although  keeping  himself 
posted  upon  events  of  general  interest,  and  usually 
supports  the  Democratic  party. 


//^)  ILVRLES  M.GIFFORD.  The  history  of  Riley 
III  „  County-  would  by  no  means  be  complete  with- 
^^^^  out  special  mention  of  Mr.  Gifford,  now  a 
veteran  of  seventy-three  years  and  one  of  the  most 
extensive  land-owners  and  stock-dealers  of  this 
section.  Not  only  has  he  been  a  success  financially, 
l)ut  he  is  possessed  of  those  sterling  qualities  which 
have  established  him  in  the  esteem  and  confidence 
of  his  fellow-citizens  and  which  will  serve  to  main- 
tain his  name  in  kindly  remembrance  long  after 
he  has  been  gathered  to  his  fathers.  Notwith- 
standing his  years,  he  is  active  and  well  pre- 
served, as  the  result  of  temperance  and  correct 
habits,  and  can  to-day  trans.act  more  business  than 
many  a  man  numbers  of  j'ears  his  junior.  He  has 
one  of  the  finest  farm  residences  in  this  county, 
which,  with  its  surroundings  invarialdy  attracts 
the  eye  of  the  passerby,  who  turns  again  and  again 
to  view  that  which  has  been  accomplished  solely 
by  persevering  industry. 

A  native  of  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y..  the  subject 


of  this  notice -was  born  Oct.  23,  1816,  and  is  the 
son  of  Nehemiah  and  Elizabeth  (Dykeman)  Gif- 
ford, who  were  likewise  natives  of  the  above  men- 
tioned county  and  who  lived  to  an  advanced  age. 
The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  well-to-do  farmer, 
spending  his  early  years  in  his  native  place.  In 
1820  he  changed  his  residence  to  Essex  County, 
the  same  State,  where  he  followed  agriculture  suc- 
cessfully and  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days.  For 
more  than  three  score  j'ears  he  was  a  devout  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  was 
the  descendant  of  a  good  old  P^nglish  family  who 
settled  in  the  Empire  State  at  an  early  date. 

To  Nehemiah  and  Elizabeth  Gifford  there  was 
born  a  family  of  four  children  who  were  named 
respectively,  Samuel,  Ezra,  Charles  M.  and  Eliza. 
Two  are  living  and  located  in  Kansas.  Charles  31. 
was  next  to  the  youngest  and  silent  his  early 
life  in  Essex  County,  N.  Y.,  attending  the  common 
school  and  assisting  his  father  on  the  farm.  In 
1854,  starting  ont  for  himself,  he  went  to  Malone, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  engaged  in  the  hotel  and  livery 
business  three  years.  Then  crossing  the  Mississippi 
into  Lyons,  Iowa,  he  was  similarly  engaged  until 
1859.  That  year  he  came  into  Kaus.as  Territory, 
locating  near  the  present  site  of  Irving,  Marshall 
County,  and  later  assisted  in  founding  the  town. 
There  he  engaged  in  farming  pursuits.  Later  he 
established  himself  in  Manhattan  as  an  hotel-keeper, 
but  at  the  same  time  carried  on  a  farm  and  thus 
operated  until  1864.  We  next  find  him  the  pur- 
chaser of  160  acres  of  land  on  section  31,  Madison 
Township.  Rilej'  County,  of  which  he  has  since 
been  a  resident.  Thereafter  he  found  farming 
most  congenial  to  his  tastes  and  invested  his  surplus 
capital  in  land  until  he  became  the  owner  of  1,800 
acres,  which  occupy  a  portion  of  sections  31,  36. 
25,  32  and  28.  In  addition  to  this  he  also  has  20U 
acres  in  Gray  County. 

Mr.  Gifford  came  to  Kansas  with  a  capital  of  less 
than  $500,  and  like  the  wise  man  of  Scriptures  has 
been  able  to  increase  his  talent  ten -fold.  He  is  now 
recognized  as  the  largest  stock  dealer  in  the  county. 
He  makes  a  specialty  of  Short-horn  cattle,  having 
one  of  the  finest  herds  in  Kansas,  embracing  usually 
from  120  to  125  lie.ad.  His  annual  sale  is  largely 
attended  by  stock-men  from  all  over  the  State,    In 
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connection  with  this  he  is  largely  interested  in  the 
breeding  and  development  of  blooded  horses.  Of 
liorses  and  cattle  togetlier  he  keeps  an  average  of 
about  500  head.  His  buildings  are  amply  ada|>ted 
to  the  shelter  of  stock  and  the  storage  of  grain, 
while  he  avails  himself  of  modern  methods  and  im- 
proved machinery. 

Politically  Mr.  Clifford  is  an  enthusiastic  Demo- 
crat and  has  stood  bravely  by  his  party,  both  in 
its  successes  and  its  defeats.  He  has  been  for  some 
years  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity  and  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  His  family  consists 
of  an  estimable  wife  and  six  children,  to  the  former 
of  whom  he  was  married  March  17,  1850  and  whose 
maiden  name  was  Elizabeth  Buckley.  Mrs.  Gifford 
was  born  Sept.  2,  1829„in  Yergennes,  Vt.,  and  Is 
the  daughter  of  John  R.  and  Mary  A.  (Miles) 
Buckley  who  were  born  respectively  in  Connec- 
ticut and  ^'ermont.  The  father  died  in  Vermont 
and  the  mother  is  now  living  with  our  subject  at 
the  advanced  age  of  eighty-four  and  very  active 
for  one  c>f  her  j'ears. 

The  six  children  born  of  this  union  are  named 
res|)ectivel.y:  Charles  E.,  residing  in  Clay  Center; 
John  B.,  Fred  M,,  Frank  B.,  now  in  Oregon,  Carrie 
L.  and  Hattie  M.  The  family  is  widely  and  favora- 
bly known  throughout  the  county  and  occupies  no 
secondary  position  among  its  best  social  elements. 
Not  only  has  Mr.  Gifford  been  fortunate  financially, 
but  in  his  selection  of  a  life  partner.  Mrs.  Gifford 
is  a  very  worthy  and  intelligent  lady,  and  has 
proved  the  able  assistant  of  her  husband,  encour- 
aging him  in  his  worthy  ambitions  and  managing 
her  household  affairs  in  that  prudent  and  economi  • 
cal  manner  which  lias  so  much  to  do  with  tlie  hap- 
piness and  (irospcrity  of  a  home. 


RNEST  WILLIAM  TllIELE.  The  busi- 
ness community  of  Hanover  and  vicinity, 
IIL=^  recognizes  in  this  capable  and  enterprising 
young  man  one  of  its  wortiiy  representatives  and 
one  who  is  evidently  bound  to  make  his  mark  in 
the  business  world.     At  present  he  is  senior  mem- 


ber of  the  firm  of  E.  W.  Thiele  it  Bro.  and  with 
his  partner  deals  extensively  in  lumber,  sash,  doors, 
blinds  and  the  other  materials  usually  sold  in  a 
lumber  yard.  They  have  their  office  on  W.ashing- 
ton  street,  convenient  to  the  tracks  of  the  Burlington 
Missouri  and  Union  Pacific  Railroads  and  receive 
orders  throughout  Washington  and  the  counties 
adjoining.  They  form  no  unimportant  factors 
among  the  solid  interests  of  the  city  of  Hanover, 
and  personally  as  well  as  in  a  business  capacity,  are 
numbered  among  its  best  citizens. 

A  native  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  born  Feb.  2,  1859  and  lived  there  until 
a  young  man  of  twenty  j^ears.  He  acquired  a  prac- 
tical education  and  commenced  his  business  career 
as  clerk  in  a  store.  He  also  was  engaged  for  a  time 
at  different  kinds  of  work,  then  learned  the  carpen- 
ter's trade,  working  at  the  latter  three  years. 
He  came  to  Washington  County,  Kan.,  in  1879  and 
followed  carpentering  four  years,  after  which  he 
engaged  as  clerk  and  general  helper  in  a  lumber 
yard  for  another  four  years.  In  the  meantime  he 
had  saved  what  he  could  of  his  earnings  and  in 
1887  with  his  brother,  George  H.,  purchased  the 
present  business  which  Ernest  W.  has  cliiefl}'  man- 
aged. From  a  modest  beginning  he  has  built  up  a 
good  trade  and  carries  a  full  stock  of  everj'thing 
in  his  line.  He  is  highly  spoken  of  by  his  business 
associates  and  as  a  member  of  society,  is  a  general 
favorite.  Although  uniformly  voting  the  straight 
Republican  .ticket,  he  meddles  very  little  with  poli- 
tics. He  is  a  member  of  the  M.  W.  of  A.  and  tlie 
A.  O.  U.  W. 

On  the  3d  of  October,  18)^1,  Mr.  Thiele  was  mar- 
ried in  Hanover,  to  Miss  Ida  Miller,  and  the}-  are 
now  the  parents  of  tw^o  bright  children,  Lottie  and 
William.  Mrs.  Thiele  is  a  native  of  Germany  and 
was  born  Feb.  26,  1867.  She  came  to  America 
when  a  child  with  her  father,  William  Miller,  who 
is  still  living  and  occupies  his  farm  west  of  Hano- 
ver on  the  Little  Blue  River.  The  little  family  is 
comfortably  located  in  a  snug  home  in  the  north 
part  of  the  city  and  is  surrounded  by  all  the  com- 
forts of  life. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  E.  W.  Thiele.  Sr., 
a  native  of  Hanover,  Germany,  and  who  upon  emi- 
grating  to   America,  settled   in  Connecticut  and 
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was  there  married  to  Miss  Cliarlotte  Broekmeyer. 
Ill'  came  to  Kansas  in  1855,  but  afterward  went  to 
St.  Louis  where  he  followed  his  trade  of  a  painter. 
Later  he  returned  to  this  State  witli  his  fainilj'  and 
died  in  Hanover  in  1883.  Tiie  wife  and  mother 
survived  her  husband  three  years,  passing  away  in 
1881);  they  were  the  parents  of  ten  children. 


/p!5lE()ROE  AV.  COBB,  an  early  pioneer  of 
III  (_,  Kansas,  came  to  Riley  County  in  1884.  and 
^^^  is  now  tiie  owner  of  a  good  homestead,  com- 
prising eighty  acres  of  land  on  section  2,  Swede 
Creek  Township.  His  career  has  chiefly  been  sig- 
nalized by  hard  labor  and  steady  perseverance, 
during  which  he  has  been  enabled  to  surround 
himself  and  his  famil}^  with  the  comforts  of  life. 
He  was  born  in  Middletown,  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y., 
Nov.  16,  1843,  and  when  an  infant  was  talcen  by 
his  parents  to  Luzerne  County,  Pa. 

When  a  lad  of  ten  years  young  Cobb  was  thrown 
upon  Ills  own  resources  and  obliged  to  lookout  for 
himself.  He  began  working  out  b3'  the  month, 
and  consequently  was  enabled  to  acquire  only  a 
limited  education.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he 
entered  a  foundry,  in  which  he  worked  until  becom- 
ing  ill,  and  upon  his  recovery  was  variously  em- 
ployed until  1866.  That  year  he  sought  the  Great 
West,  coming  into  the  new  State  of  Kansas,  and 
worked  for  his  brother  Lewis,  in  Jefferson  County, 
getting  out  ties  for  the  Kansas  Pacific  Railroad 
Company.  The  fall  following  he  returned  to  his 
native  State  and  engaged  in  butchering  one  year. 
He  then  entered  the  employ  of  a  general  merchant 
as  deliveryraan,  working  there  also  one  year,  and 
after  this  he  went  to  work  in  a  mill  at  Scranton, 
Pa.,  where  he  continued  until  the  spring  of  1870, 
and  then  set  out  once  more  for  Kansas. 

In  Pottawatomie  County,  this  State,  Mr.  Cobb 
first  homesteaded  eighty  acres  of  land,  and  com- 
menced its  improvement  under  the  ditticulties  nat- 
urally occurring  in  the  case  of  a  man  without 
means.  He  worked  on  his  farm  and  by  the  month 
for  other  parties  alternately  for  two  years,  at  the 


expiration  of  which  time  he  was  enabled  to  give  all 
his  attention  to  his  farm.  He  thus  operated  until 
1881,  then  traded  it  for  eighty  acres  near  Irving — 
the  old  Ashcroft  place — and  purchased  forty  acres 
adjoining,  at  $4  per  acre.  He  operated  upon  this 
land  until  the  fall  of  1884;  then  selling  out.  pur- 
chased his  present  farm  of  eighty  acres,  where  he 
has  effected  all  the  improvements  which  we  now 
see  upon  it.  He  has  set  out  forest  trees,  and  has  a 
vineyard  of  fifty  grapevines.  During  the  season 
of  1889  he  raised  sixty-three  acres  of  corn.  The 
land  is  well  watered  by  Timber  Creek,  and  finely 
adapted  to  general  agriculture  and  stock-raising. 
In  the  latter  Mr.  Cobb  is  considerably  interested, 
keeping  graded  animals.  In  connection  with  his 
other  interests,  he,  in  partnership  with  Mr.  M.  E. 
Dial,  owns  the  United  States  patent  for  a  diphtheria 
cure,  which  he  is  introducing  with  a  fair  success. 

In  Jefferson  Countj'.  Kan.,  on  the  24th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1871,  occurred  the  marriage  of  George  AV". 
Cobb  with  Miss  Cynthia  C.  Raines.  This  lady  was 
born  in  AVest  Virginia,  Sept.  24,  1853,  and  came 
to  Kansas  with  her  parents  in  1867.  The  latter 
were  Isaac  and  Mary  A.  (Harmon)  Raines,  who 
are  still  living  on  a  farm  in  the  vicinity  of  West- 
moreland, Kan.  Of  this  union  there  have  been 
born  eight  children,  viz. :  Ira  A.,  Effie  G.,  Francis 
E.,  Nellie  P.,  Fred,  Ida  B.,  Grace  and  Stella.  Mr. 
Cobb,  politically,  gives  his  support  to  the  Union 
Labor  party,  in  whose  ranks  he  is  quite  a  promi- 
nent member,  being  frequently  sent  as  a  delegate 
to  the  county  conventions.  He  is  likewise  an  ar- 
dent friend  of  temperance. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  Zipron  Cobb,  like- 
wise a  native  of  Orange  County,  N.  Y.,  and  the  son 
of  Noah  Cobb,  who  was  also  born  in  that  county-, 
but  later  removed  to  Luzerne  County,  Pa.,  where 
he  spent  his  last  days.  Zipron  Cobb  followed 
farming  until  about  forty-five  years  old,  in  his  na- 
tive county,  then  going  to  Luzerne  County,  Pa..  ))ut 
up  a  saw  and  grist  mill,  with  the  intention  of  oper- 
ating these.  The  high  water,  however,  swept  away 
the  buildings  and  machinery,  entailing  great  loss, 
and  Mr.  Cobb,  being  about  ruined  financially,  re- 
sumed his  old  pursuit  of  farming,  in  the  vicinity 
of  Carbondale,  Pa.  L.ater  he  engaged  in  huckster- 
ing, which  he  followed  until   1866.     That  year  he 
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came  to  Kansas,  and  made  liis  home  with   his  son 
at  Valley  Falls  wliere  his  death  occurred  in  1874. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  twice  married,  and 
by  bis  first  union  there  were  born  three  children, 
viz.:  Lewis,  an  old  settler  and  prominent  farmer  of 
Jefferson  County,  this  State;  Rebecca  J.  (Mrs. 
Burke),  of  Pennsylvania,  and  William  N.,  residing 
near  Greenleaf,  Kan.  The  mother  of  our  subject 
was  in  her  girlhood  Miss  Elizabeth  Buchanan, 
daughter  of  James  Buchanan,  a  well-to-do  Penn- 
sylvania farmer.  She  was  born  in  that  State, 
of  which  she  is  still  a  resident,  her  home 
being  near  Scrantonville.  She  is  a  member  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  and  aged  about  sixt}'  j'ears.  Of 
her  union  witli  Zipron  Cobb  there  were  born  six 
children,  viz.:  Irene  E.,  a  resident  of  Scran  ton,  Pa., 
George  W.,  the  subject  of  tiiis  sketch ;  Frances  E. 
and  Lucy  J.,  both  residents  of  Scranton,  Pa.;  Cyn- 
thia J.,  in  Tennessee;  and  Martha  B.,  in  California. 
William  N.  Cobb,  the  half  brother  of  our  subject, 
served  three  years  during  the  late  war  in  a  Kansas 
regiment. 


W^ETER  HAGEN.    of  Mulberry    Township. 

Illj]  ranks  A.  No.  1  among  the  farmers  and 
'M***^     slockraisers  in   the    northwestern    part    of 

]^  Clay  County,  he  having  a  finely  developed 
tract  of  laud,  180  acres  in  extent  on  section  30. 
There  are  few  finer  estates  in  the  Republican  River 
Valley,  the  land  being  amply  watered  by  Mulberry 
Creek,  and,  by  tlie  wise  management  of  its  present 
owner,  having  been  brought  to  a  high  state  of  cul- 
tivation. This  farm  was  purchased  by  Mr.  llagen 
in  1 879  and  he  has  since  made  it  his  home. 

The  birtliplace  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
in  the  kingdom  of  Hanover,  Germany,  where  he 
first  opened  his  eyes  to  the  liglit  Sept.  2,  1848. 
He  is  thus  in  the  prime  of  life  and  the  prospect  is 
that  he  has  before  liim  many  years  of  usefulness. 
He  is  descended  from  pure  German  stock,  being  the 
son  of  Jacob  Hagen,  likewise  a  native  of  Hanover 
and  a  farmer  by  occupation.  The  latter  spent  liis 
entire  life  in  his  native  kingdom,  dying  in  18G1,  at 
the  age  of  fifty-two  years.  He  had  been  prosper- 
ous, financially,  through  the  long  management  of  a 


large  estate,  although  not  becoming  a  landowner 
himself.     In  religion  he  was  a  Lutheran. 

Tlie  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject  w:is 
IJega  Held.  Slie  likewise  was  a  native  of  Hanover 
and  of  pure  German  ancestry,  her  home  being  in  the 
Grand  Duchy  of  Oldenburg.  She  is  still  living 
and  has  now  arrived  at  the  advanced  age  of 
seventy-five  years.  Slie,  too,  was  trained  in  tlie 
doctrines  of  the  Lutheran  church  to  which  she  still 
adheres.  Peter,  of  this  sketch,  was  the  tliird  in  a 
family  of  seven  children,  three  sons  and  four 
daughters,  four  of  whom  are  living  and  all  married. 
Peter  is  the  only  one  of  the  family  who  came  to 
the  United  States.  He  was  carefullj'  trained  at 
home  and  obtained  a  good  education  in  the  com- 
mon school.  Upon  the  outbreak  of  the  Franco- 
Prussian  War  he  enlisted  and  formed  one  of  the 
body  guard  of  the  old  King  William,  being  one  of 
250  good  sized  soldiers  chosen  for  this  office.  He 
was  at  Frazalis  when  William  was  proclaimed  Em- 
perior  of  consolidated  Germany,  after  the  sur- 
render of  the  French,  in  January,  1871.  It  is  well 
known  to  those  acquainted  with  history'  that  the 
old  Kaiser  took  particular  pride  in  his  soldiers  and 
would  have  none  about  him  who  were  of  insufli- 
eient  weight  or  stature.  Mr.  Hagen  still  maintains 
tlie  fine  proportions,  physically,  which  gained  him 
tlie  post  of  honor  during  his  military  career. 

After  the  close  of  the  war  Mr.  Hagen  repaired 
to  Oldenberg  where  he  attained  to  his  majority. 
Finally,  not  being  satisfied  with  his  condition  or  his 
prospects  in  his  native  land,  he,  in  1879  set  out  for 
the  United  States  from  the  port  of  Bremerhaveu 
on  the  sailing  vessel  "America"  bound  for  Balti- 
more, Md.  After  being  landed  safely  at  his  desti- 
nation he  started  for  the  West,  coming  at  once  to 
this  State,  which  has  since  been  his  home.  He  was 
first  married  in  Clay  Center  to  Miss  Mary  Ilinrichs, 
who  was  born  in  Oldenburg  in  1852  and  came 
alone  to  America  in  1880.  Their  wedding  follow- 
ed shortly  afterward,  Mrs.  Hagen  being  "the  girl 
he  left  beliind  him,"  and  to  whom  he  was  betroth- 
ed before  leaving  his  native  country.  She  depart- 
ed this  life  at  Clay  Center,  July  10,  1885,  leaving 
one  child,  a  son,  Henry,  who  is  now  at  school  and 
living  with  his  father. 

Returning  in  1887  to  his  native  laud,  Mr.  Hagen 
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was  a  second  time  married   in  Oldenburg,  to  Miss 
Fredriclva     Onken.    She    lilvewise    was    born    (in 
October,   1864).  and  reared  in  Oldenburg,  and  was 
orphaned  by   the  death  of  her  parents  when  quite 
young.     She   was  carefully  reared  and  received  a 
good  education  in   her  native  tongue.     Of  her  un- 
ion with  our  subject   there  are  no  children.     Mrs.    { 
Hagen  has  one  brother  who  lives  in  Iowa  and  two 
sisters  who    reside  in    Germany.     Mr.    and  Mrs.    | 
Hagen  are  Lutherans  in  religion  and  people  more 
than   usually    intelligent    and    progressive.     Their    I 
tasteful  home  gives  evidence  of  culture  and  refine-    ! 
ment  in  a  marked  degree.     Mr.  Hagen  endorses  the 
principles  of  the  Democratic  partj'  although  med-    I 
dling  very  little  with  politics.     His  farm  buildings    j 
are  neat  and  substantial  and  adjacent  is  an  orchard    j 
of  120  choice  trees  in  good  bearing  condition.     A 
tine  grove  adds  to  the  embellishments  of  the  place, 
while  at  the  same  time  affording  grateful  shade  in 
tlie   summer  and  a  protection   from   the   blasts  of 
winter.     A  lithographic  view  of  Mr.  Ilagen's  resi- 
dence is  shown  on  another  page. 


felLLIAM  If.  DRAKE,  one  of  Clifton  Town- 
\rJi/     ship's  leading  citizens  and  land  owners,  is 


the  proprietor  of  400  acres,  finely  located 
on  sections  27,  28  and  33.  He  came  to  Washington 
County  in  1 879  and  purchased  his  land  the  following 
year.  Prior  to  this  he  had  been  a  resident  of  Oak- 
land Countj%  Mich.,  the  latter  being  his  native 
State.  He  was  born  near  Ann  Arbor  Nov.  22,  183.5. 
and  is  the  son  of  (iouverneur  Drake,  a  native  of 
Orange  County,  N.  Y.  The  latter  when  a  3-oung 
man  emigrated  to  Michigan,  settling  in  Washtenaw 
County  about  1830,  and  preempted  land  in  Lodi 
Township.  He  began  life  there  among  the  heavy 
timber  with  his  young  wife,  formerly  Miss  Almira 
Rose  and  a  native  of  his  own  State. 

The  father  of  our  subject  hewed  out  a  farm  from 
the  wilderness  of  the  Wolverine  State,  constructing 
a  good  homestead  where  both  parents  lived  until 
the  close  of  the  Civil  War.  Then  they  removed 
to  Ann  Arbor,  and  a  few  years  later  to  Ypsilanti, 
where  Mrs.  Drake  died  when  about  fifty  years  old. 


Mr.  Drake  in  due  time  took  up  his  residence  with 
his  son-in-law,  Mr.  Marshall,  of  Lodi  Township, 
Washtenaw  County,  and  died  there  when  about 
seventy-five  years  old.  He  became  a  Republican 
soon  after  the  organization  of  that  party,  and  with 
his  estimable  wife  was,  religiously,  a  Methodist. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  his  native  county,  and  during  his  younger 
years  was  chiefly  employed  in  farming  pursuits. 
When  ready  to  establish  a  home  of  his  own  he  was 
married,  in  Farmington,  Oakland  Co.,  Mich.,  to 
Miss  Emma  Cox,  a  native  of  Somersetshire,  En- 
gland, March  2,  18c 9.  Mrs.  Dnike  came  to  Amer- 
ica with  her  parents  when  quite  young.  The  latter 
were  John  and  Mary  A.  Cox,  and  they  settled  in 
Oakland  County,  Mich.,  about  18G0.  They  are  still 
living  on  a  farm,  being  each  about  sixty  years  old. 
They  are  most  excellent  and  worthy  people,  highly 
respected  1)3'  all  who  know-  them. 

Mrs.  Drake  spent  her  childhood  and  youth  in  an 
uneventful  manner  under  the  parental  roof,  becom- 
ing familiar  with  all  housewifely  duties  and  receiv- 
ing her  education  in  the  common  schools.  Three 
children  were  born  to  her  and  our  subject  and 
named  respectively,  Kernel  A.,  Pearl  and  lola. 
Mrs.  Drake  believes  in  the  doctrines  of  the  Meth- 
odist Church.  Mr.  Drake,  politically,  is  a  sound 
Republican,  and,  socially,  belongs  to  the  A.  O.  U.W. 
A  view  of  the  home  place  is  shown  in  this  book. 


e 


APT.  F.  W.  STACKPOLE,  of  the  firm  of 
Stackpole  it  Tobey,  bankers,  Washington 
and  Green  leaf,  is  one  of  the  leading  men  of 
Washington  County,  and  a  prominent  factor  in 
promoting  its  financial  interests,  and  thus  advanc- 
ing its  growth  and  development.  He  is  a  worthy 
representative  of  an  old  New  England  family, 
and  is  himself  a  native  of  that  part  of  the 
country,  born  in  Thomastou,  Knox  Co..  Me., 
April  28,  1844.  His  father.  Captain  Harris 
Stackpole,  was  also  born  in  that  famous  old  sea- 
port town,  June  18,  1816  the  date  of  his  birth,  and 
that  was  also  the  birthpl.ice  of  his  father,  James 
•Stackpole,  Sr..  who   was  born  May    17.1780.     He 
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was  the  son  of  another  James  Stackpole,  wlio  was 
born  in  Somerworth,  N.  H.,  May  12,  1744,  and 
in  1765  became  an  earl}'  settler  of  TUoniaston, 
where  he  reared  his  family  and  spent  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife,  to  whom 
he  was  married  in  Ma}',  1767.  was  Judith  Thomp- 
son, and  she  was  born  in  Harpwell,  Me.  The  grand- 
father of  our  subject  was  their  seventh  child,  and 
as  he  grew  to  manhood  he  became  a  house  carpen- 
ter, a  shipbuilder  and  also  a  lime-hurner,  and  spent 
his  entire  life  bj-  the  sea  in  Tliomaston.  The 
maiden  name  of  his  wife,  to  whom  he  was  married 
in  1805,  was  Mary  Spear,  and  she  was  born  July 
11,  1786.  They  were  the  parents  of  thirteen  child- 
ren, of  whom  the  father  of  our  subject  was  the 
sixth  in  order  of  birth.  When  he  was  eighteen 
years  old  he  began  the  life  of  a  sailor,  and  at  twen- 
ty-five had  risen  to  the  command  of  a  vessel  in  the 
merchant  marine  service  in  the  American  and 
European  trade.  At  the  age  of  forty  he  h.ad  been 
so  fortunate  to  accumulate  a  liandsome  competence, 
and  since  then  has  lived  in  retirement  in  Thomas- 
ton,  engaged  in  no  active  business.  His  marriage 
with  Miss  Martha  J.  Mitchell  was  consummated 
July  25,  1841,  .and  the  years,  numbering  nearly  half 
a  century,  that  they  have  traveled  life's  road  to- 
gether have  been  fraught  with  peace  and  happiness 
to  them.  She  was  born  in  Thoraaston  in  Novem- 
ber, 1821,  the  eldest  of  the  six  cliildren  still  living 
of  Cyprian  and  Lucretia  (Davis)  Mitchell.  Her 
father,  who  was  a  farmer  and  a  native  of  Maine 
removed  to  Thomaston  in  1780. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  given  the  advan- 
tages of  a  liberal  education,  the  preliminaries  of 
which  he  obtained  in  the  public  schools  of  Thomas- 
ton.  The  bright,  studious  lad  was  then  sent  to 
Wesleyan  Seminary,  an  excellent  institution  of 
learning  at  Kent's  Hill.  Me.,  and  he  subsequently 
became  a  student  in  Spear  and  Saw^'er's  Commer- 
cial College  in  Boston,  from  which  he  was  gradu- 
ated with  high  rank  as  a  scholar  in  1864.  having 
obtained  a  fine  business  education.  He  ha<l  previ- 
ously made  sever.al  voyages  with  his  father  and  hav- 
ing a  natural  taste  for  the  sea  desired  to  enter  the 
naval  service.  After  he  was  graduated  he  made 
application  for  admission  to  the  United  States 
Navy  at  Charlestown,  Mass,    But  being  offered  the 


command  of  the  sailing  vessel  "Ninevah"  at  the 
same  time  he  entered  the  merchant  marine  service 
instead,  and  for  twent}'  years  was  captain  of  a 
merchant  vessel.  He  commanded  the  "  Ninevah," 
plying  between  New  York  and  European  ports,  two 
years,  and  then  the  "  Joseph  F'ish,"  engaged  in  the 
New  York  and  South  American  trade,  eleven  j'ears, 
and  the  remainder  of  the  time  till  Januarj',  1884, 
he  commanded  the  '•  St.  Nicholas  "  and  "  Manuel 
Llaguano,"  in  the  New  York  and  San  Francisco 
trade.  When  the  White  Star  Line  of  steamers  was 
organized  he  was  offered  command  of  one  of  those 
vessels,  but  he  declined,  as  he  preferred  sails  to 
steam.  AVhile  yet  in  the  prime  of  life.  Captain 
Stackpole  decided  to  abandon  the  sea  and  try  to 
live  once  more  on  land,  turning  his  talent  for  busi- 
ness in  other  directions.  With  characteristic 
shrewdness  and  discernment,  noting  the  tine  oppor- 
tunities for  a  capitalist  to  make  mone}''  in  this 
State,  he  came  to  Washington  County  with  his 
family  to  establish  his  home  in  Washington  eit}-, 
and  to  invest  some  of  his  money  in  the  banking- 
business,  establishing  banks  in  Washington  and 
CTreenleaf  in  partnership  with  Mr.  Tobey.  The 
comitlete  success  that  has  met  his  financial  schemes 
has  justified  them,  and  he  and  his  partner  are  doing 
a  large  and  rapidl}'  growing  business,  handling  a 
great  deal  of  money,  and  by  their  strictly  honora- 
ble transactions  they  have  secured  the  patronage 
of  the  leading  business  men  of  the  county  and 
their  fullest  confidence. 

July  31,  1872,  Captain  Stackijole  and  Miss  S. 
Elizabeth  Tobey  were  united  in  marriage,  and  to 
them  has  been  born  one  son,  Frederic  Tobey.  Mrs. 
Stackpole  was  born  in  Thomaston,  Me.,  March  31, 
1848,  and  is  a  daughter  of  William  and  Lucinda 
Tobej'.  She  also  comes  of  a  seafaring  people,  and  her 
paternal  grandfather,  Capt.  Lemuel  Tobey,  com- 
manded a  vessel  in  the  merchant  marine  service. 
He  married  Sally  Sanborn,  and  was  washed  over- 
board off  C'aiie  Hatteras.  Tlie  wife  died  in  Port- 
land. Me. 

Captain  Stackpole  is  a  man  of  large  heart  and 
broad  sympathies,  and  his  genial,  cheerful  temper 
make  him  a  general  favorite.  Of  firm,  decided 
character  and  marked  ability,  the  citizenship  of 
this  city  and  county  received  a  decided  accession  on 
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Iii3  advent  here,  and  lie  has  given  an  impetus  to 
the  business  interests  of  this  part  of  the  county, 
lie  and  his  wife  stand  high  in  social  and  religious 
circles,  and  they  are  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  liberal  in  its  support  and  generously  aid- 
ing its  good  woi'k;  he  is  identified  with  tlie 
A.  F.  &  A.  M..  as  a  memt)er  of  Orient  Lodge,  No. 
10.  of  Maine. 


Vi 


<^^^^ii»*- 


|)1LLIAM  GUERNSEY  WILDER.  Among 
the  well-regulated  farms  of  Swede  Creek 
Township,  that  of  Mr.  Wilder  deserves 
mention  as  being  the  home  of  one  of  its  highly  re- 
spected citizens.  Mr.  Wilder  is  a  prominent  mn,n  in 
his  community  and  in  good  circumstances,  sur- 
rounde<l  by  all  tlie  comforts  of  life.  Genial  and 
companionable,  lie  makes  friends  wherever  he  goes 
and  believes  in  extracting  from  life  all  the  com- 
fort it  will  afford.  He  owns  and  operates  240  acres 
of  land  on  sections  I  and  12,  his  residence  being  on 
section  12. 

Ill  noting  the  ancestry  of  Mr.  Wilder,  we  find 
that  his  paternal  great-grandfather  was  a  native  of 
England,  and  that  his  grandfather  was  a  Vermont 
farmer  in  fair  circumstances.  His  father,  Ebenezer 
AVilder,  a  native  of  the  Green  Mountain  State,  was 
born  in  Windsor  County  in  1805.  When  coming 
to  years  of  discretion  he  emigrated  to  Warren 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  from  there  to  Cattaraugus 
County,  where  he  purchased  a  small  tract  of  land, 
from  which  he  improved  a  farm  and  where  he  still 
lives,  but  is  now  retired  from  active  labor.  After 
the  organization  of  the  Republican  party  he  identi- 
fied himself  with  it  and  has  for  many  years  been  a 
prominent  member  and  a  Deacon  in  the  Close  Com- 
munion Baptist  Church. 

The  maiden  nr.me  of  the  mother  of  our  subject 
was  Dorcas  Horton.  She  likewise  was  a  native  of 
Vermont,  and  died  in  Warren  County,  N.  Y..  when 
her  son  William  w.as  a  j'outli  of  seventeen  years. 
The  parental  family  included  nine  children,  of 
whom  the  eldest  daughter  living,  Mrs.  Almira  Han- 
cock, is  a  resident  of  Cattaraugus  County,  N.  Y. ; 
Nahuro  is  deceased ;  Maria,  Mrs.  Cooper,  is  a  resi- 


dent of  New  York  .State;  William  G.,  our  subject, 
was  the  next  in  order  of  birth;  Liicinda  died  in 
Iowa,  and  Johanna  died  in  New  York  Stiite;  Dan- 
iel died  in  New  York  State  when  nine  years  old; 
Lee  is  in  Cattaraugus  County,  N.  Y.;  Job 
is  a  resident  of  California.  During  the  late 
Civil  War  he  served  in  a  New  York  regiment  from 
the  first  year  until  the  close.  Nahum  was  in  an  Iowa 
regiment  and  served  until  near  the  close  of  the  war, 
when  he  was  discharged  on  account  of  physical  disa- 
bility. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  near  Weston, 
Windsor  Co.,  Vt.,  April  7.  1833,  and  was  seven 
years  old  when  the  family  removed  to  the  Empire 
State.  He  received  very  good  advantages  during 
his  youth,  and  when  seventeen  years  old  began 
working  out  on  farms  in  Warren  County,  N.  Y., 
and  was  thus  employed  most  of  the  time  until  1853. 
That  year  he  emigrated  to  Iowa  by  rail  to  the  Mis- 
sissippi River,  and  thence  by  stage  and  on  foot  to 
Indianola,  which  was  then  a  hamlet  of  a  few  houses. 
He  engaged  as  a  carpenter  and  joiner  and  lived 
there  until  1864. 

In  the  year  above  mentioned,  Mr.  Wilder  set  out 
overland  for  Northern  Kansas  with  a  team  and 
wfigon,  crossing  the  Missouri  at  St.  Joseph.  Com- 
ing into  Riley  County  he  homesteaded  eighty  acres 
of  land  on  section  12,  Swede  Creek  Township,  upon 
which  there  was  not  a  shrub,  neither  had  a  furrow 
been  turned.  There  had  been  a  rude  log  house 
erected  by  William  Deal.  He  commenced  in  true 
pioneer  style  the  building  up  of  a  homestead,  and 
endured  the  usual  hardships  and  privations  of  life 
on  the  frontier.  In  1864  the  monotony  was  broken 
in  upon,  as  he  went  out  to  skirmish  against  the 
Indians. 

Besides  the  original  homestead  Mr.  Wilder  h.as 
five  acres  of  timber  on  section  11,  155  acres  of  im- 
proved land  on  section  1.  and  eighty  acres  on  the 
Blue  Bottoms.  This  is  all  good  land  and  100  acres 
are  under  the  plow.  Adjacent  to  the  dwelling  is 
an  orchard  of  250  trees  besides  trees  of  the  smaller 
fruits,  and  the  various  outbuildings  necessary  for 
the  general  purposes  of  farm  life.  The  farm  is 
largely  devoted  to  stock-raising. 

Mr.  Wilder,  while  a  resident  of  Indianola,  w.as 
married,  in   1859,  to    Miss    Frances  Milton.     This 
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lady  was  born  in  Ohio,  and  died  at  the  homestead 
in  Swede  Creek  Townsliip,  Kan.  March  13,  1884. 
There  were  born  of  this  marriage  the  following  child- 
ren: Lovina,  Lucy  A., who  died  in  Indianola  from  ac- 
cidental poisoning  when  twenty-seven  years  old; 
Charles,  Louey  Ann,  I-'ranklin  Lee  and  Eugene,  de- 
ceased; Marietta,  Wilbur  and  Edith.  On  the  night  of 
Feb.  11,  1873,  the  dwelling  of  Mr.  Wilder  caught 
fire  and  the  flames  spread  so  swiftly  that  before  they 
could  be  rescued  two  children,  Louey  Ann  and 
Franklin  Lee,  aged  seven  and  five  years,  perished 
in  the  flames.  Mrs.  Wilder  never  recovered  from 
the  shock  of  this  bereavement  and  disaster,  and 
transmitted  her  own  fear  of  fire  to  the  children 
who  were  subsequently  born,  they  having  a  nerv- 
ous dread  of  this  element  in  every  form. 

^Ir.  AVilder  has  been  a  member  of  the  School 
Hoard  of  his  district  for  the  past  fifteen  years.  He 
assisted  in  organizing  the  district  and  in  building 
the  school-house.  No  man  is  more  warmly  inter- 
ested in  the  cause  of  education.  Ho  has  served  sev- 
eral times  as  a  juryman  and  was  Road  Supervisor 
two  j-ears.  In  politics  he  is  Republican  first,  last 
and  altogether. 


^^NDREW  .1.  MORRISON,  one  of  the  Com- 
^Oj     missioners  of  Washington  County,  is  num- 
///   (ii    bcred      among      its    most    cultured    and 
^J  intelligent  citizens.     Nature  has    endowed 

him  with  more  than  ordinary  capacities,  a  fine  in- 
tellect, the  love  of  learning  and  the  qualities 
moral  and  social  which  have  so  much  influence  in 
raising  and  maintaining  the  standard  of  a  comrnn- 
nity  in  an  educational  and  intellectual  point  of 
view.  It  has  been  said  that  the  home  surround- 
ings of  a  man  are  usually  the  true  indication  of  his 
character,  and  judging  from  this,  that  of  Mr.  Morri- 
son is  one  which  may  be  worthily  emulated  by  all. 
There  are  around  him  the  evidences  of  cultured 
and  refined  tastes,  and  one  of  the  main  features  of 
his  home-life  is  the  large  and  well-filled  library 
comprising  works  of  the  best  authors  on  tlie  social, 
civil  and  political  questions   of  the  day.     A  care- 


I  ful  self  education  and  much  thought,  have  raised 
Mr.  Morrison  to  a  point  much  above  the  average, 
making  him  a  man  with  whom  an  hour  may  always 
be  spent  pleasantly  and  profitably. 

The  town  of  Middlesex.  Mercer  Co.,  Pa.,  was  the 
native  place  of  Mr.  Morrison,  and  his  birth  occur- 

i  red  March  17,  1831.  His  father  was  a  prosperous 
farmer,  and  Andrew  J.  was  reared  amid  the  quiet 
scenes  of  agricultural  life  in  the  Keystone  State,  re- 
maining a  member  of  the  parental  household  until 
reaching  his  twentieth  year.  Then  starting  out 
for  himself  he  crossed  the  Mississippi  River  into 
Wayne  County,  Iowa,  where  he  purchased  a  farm 
which  he  conducted  from  1851  until  1858.  Then 
selling  out  he  returned  to  Pennsylvania,  and  pur- 
chased a  farm  in  jMercer  County,  upon  which  he 
lived  until  1864.  Selling  out  once  more,  he  re- 
turned to  the  West  and  established  himself  on  a 
farm  in  Appanoose  County,  Iowa,  where  he  so- 
journed until  1879.  Then  disposing  of  this  prop- 
erty he  removed  to  Adair  County,  Mo.,  where  ho 
purchased  a  farm  but  only  lived  there  one  year. 
Selling  out  once  more  he,  in  the  spring  of  1880, 
came  to  Washington  County,  Kan.,  and  selected 
his  location  in  Farmington  Township,  of  which  he 
has  since  been  a  resident.  He  owns  120  acres 
of  good  land,  where  he  has  effected  substantial, 
modern  improvements  in  the  way  of  a  comfortable 
dwelling,  a  good  barn  and  the  necessary  outbuild- 
ings. The  land  is  devoted  to  general  agriculture 
with  a  fair  assortment  of  live-stock,  and  yields  to 
its  proprietor  a  comfortable  income. 

Mr.  Morrison,  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War, 
w.as  a  resident  of  his  native  State  and  on  Aug.  27, 
1861,  enlisted  as  a  Tnion  soldier  in  Company  B, 
100th  Pennsj'lvania  Infantry,  in  which  he  served 
two  years.  He  was  mustered  in  as  a  private  and 
given  his  honorable  discharge  as  Second  Sergeant. 
He  particip.ated  in  the  Sherman  expedition,  dui'ing 
1861-62,  and  in  the  fight  at  Chantillj^  Xa,.,  where 
he  was  wounded  tiiree  times,  once  in  the  left  hand, 
losing  his  forefinger,  once  in  the  ankle  and  once  in 
the  left  side.  Afterward  he  was  assigned  to  hos- 
pital duty  at  AVashington,  D.  C,  for  ten  months 
and  then  given  an  honorable  discharge.  Subse- 
(luently,  after  going  to  Iowa,  he  was  made  Lieu- 
tenant    Colonel    of    the     Second     Regiment    of 
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Appanoose  Coiiut3'  militia,  and  was  familiarly 
known  as  "Colonel." 

In  Appanoose  County.  Iowa,  on  Oct.  18,  1856, 
the  subject  of  this  notice  was  uniterl  in  raarriaoe 
with  Miss  Sarali  L.  Miller.  !Mrs.  Morrison  was 
born  in  Slielby  County,  Tenn..  .Ian.  11,  1840,  and 
after  becoming  the  mother  of  one  child,  who  died 
in  infancy,  she  departed  this  life  in  Appanoose 
County,  Sept.  28,  1857.  Mr.  Morrison  contracted 
a  second  marriage  Nov.  28,  1871,  with  Mrs.  P^liza- 
betl)  Chrisman.  This  lady  was  born  in  Trumbull 
County,  Ohio,  Nov.  29,  1842.  .She  is  the  daughter 
of  Audrew  and  Mary  (Byers)  Morrison.  Of  her 
union  with  our  subject  there  is  one  child,  a  daugii- 
ter,  liyrninna  M.,  born  Dec.  18,  1873. 

In  the  election  of  November,  1885,  Mr.  Morri- 
son was  chosen  County  Commissioner,  and  was  re- 
elected in  the  fall  of  1888.  He  has.  since  a  j'ouug 
man.  been  prominent  in  local  affairs  wherever  he 
has  resided.  In  Wayne  County,  Iowa,  he  was 
elected  Clerk  of  the  District  Court,  and  while  in 
Appanoose  County,  that  State,  filled  the  offices  of 
Count}'  Treasurer  and  Count}'  Recorder.  He  is  a 
sound  Republican,  politically,  and  keeps  himself 
well-posted  upon  the  political  issues  of  the  day. 
Ho  and  his  excellent  wife  are  members  in  good 
standing  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in 
which  Mr.  Morrison  has  held  most  of  the  offices 
and  been  one  of  its  chief  pillars.  From  his  youth 
up  he  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  educational 
matters.  Personally,  he  is  possessed  of  that  kind 
and  courteous  demeanor  which  commends  him  at 
once  to  all  with  whom  he  associates,  as  a  gentle- 
uian  "to  the  manor  born." 

.lohn  Morrison,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Count}'  Tyrone,  Ireland,  whence  he  emi- 
grated to  the  United  States  in  his  youth.  He  set- 
tled in  Mercer  County,  Pa.,  and  was  married  to 
Miss  Elizabeth  Veach,  (Sept.  18,  1828,  in  Trumbull 
County,  Ohio.)  who  was  a  native  of  that  county. 
They  removed  to  Pennsylvania  and  settled  in  Mer- 
cec  County,  where  .lohn  Morrison  owned  a  farm 
and  engaged  in  farming,  and  where  both  parents 
silent  the  remainder  of  their  days  on  the  home 
farm.  There  was  born  to  them  a  family  of  eight 
cluldren.  of  whom  Andrew  was  next  to  the  eldest. 
There  arc  now  only  live  of  the  family  living,  there 


being  besides  our  subject  his  two  brothers — the 
Rev.  William  Veach  ISIorrison,  D.  D.,  a  prominent 
minister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in 
New  England,  and  Wilson  W.,  a  well-to-do  farmer 
of  AVest  Middlesex.  Mercer  Co..  Pa.;  Margaret  A., 
now  Mrs.  Baird,  resides  in  Mercer  County,  Pa.; 
Elizabeth  J.,  now  Mrs.,  McBride,  who  resides  in 
Halstead,  Harvey  Co.,  Kan.  Mrs.  Morrison  has 
been  twice  married;  her  first  husband  was  John  M. 
Chrisman,  who  died  in  the  army  Oct.  18,  1862,  in 
the  hospital  at  Keokuk,  Iowa.  Of  this  union  there 
were  born  three  children — two  sons  and  one  daugh- 
ter; the  latter  is  deceased.  The  former  are  ,1.  W.  I., 
who  resides  in  Putnam  County,  Mo..  an<l  .1.  F.,  re- 
siding in  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

J^'UGUST    WANGERIEX,    .Jn.     In    noting 
l^O]    the  prominent  business  men  in  the  south- 
///  li    western  part  of   Washington   County,  the 
(^f  career  of  this   gentleman,  the    ]\I.ayor   of 

Mning,  cannot  well  be  passed  unnoticed.  He  is 
one  of  the  pioneer  merchants  of  that  place  where 
he  established  himself  with  a  small  stock  of  goods 
in  1878.  By  a  steady  course  of  upright  dealing 
and  close  attention  to  business,  he  is  now  in  the  en- 
joyment of  a  fine  trade  and  stands  at  the  iiead  of 
the  mercantile  interests  in  his  locality.  His  first 
business  place  was  20x60  feet  in  dimensions,  but  i. 
has  gradually  been  enlarged  and  he  now  carries  a 
full  line  of  goods,  comprising  everything  required 
in  the  village  or  country  household.  In  addition 
to  his  store  business,  he  is  engaged  quite  exten- 
sively as  a  grain  buyer,  in  company  with  James 
Sayer,  a  sketch  of  whom  will  lie  found  elsewhere 
in  this  volume.  They  have  erected  a  good  eleva- 
tor which  is  equipped  with  the  most  improved  ma- 
chinery and  has  a  capacity  of  40,000  bushels. 

Mr.  Wangerien  came  to  Washington  County  in 
1877  and  wisely  invested  a  portion  of  his  capita^ 
in  a  whole  section  of  land,  occupying  a  part  of  sec- 
tions 10  and  14,  Clifton  Township,  wiiich  iie 
brought  to  a  good  state  of  cultivation  and  improv- 
ed with  substantial  frame  buildings.  He  has  oper- 
ated   quite  extensively   as  a  stock   dealer,    liavinj;' 
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usually  200  head  of  cattle  and  fifty  head  of  mikh 
cows.  In  Clay  County  he  has  more  than  1,000 
acres  of  land.  He  is  a  man  who  has  always  taken 
a  warm  interest  in  the  progress  and  development 
of  his  adopted  county,  and  in  redeeming  a  large 
area  of  land  from  its  primitive  condition,  has  added 
thus  much  to  its  taxable  property. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  a  native  of  (iermany, 
was  born  in  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Mecklenburg, 
Aug.  7,  1847.  His  father,  August  Wangerieii.  Sr., 
was  likewise  a  native  of  that  section  of  country 
and  of  pure  German  ancestry.  The  latter  was  also 
engaged  in  mercai  tile  pursuits.  In  1 852  the  family 
emigrated  to  America,  located  in  the  city  of  Cleve- 
land and  lived  there  until  1878.  Ten  years  of 
this  time,  August,  Jr.,  had  been  in  business  on  his 
own  account. 

The  father  of  our  subject  learned  slioemaking  in 
his  native  city  and  was  married  to  Miss  Sophia 
Reinke,  who  was  born  and  reared  near  the  birth- 
place of  her  husband.  B'ive  years  after  the  birth 
of  their  first  child,  August,  they  decided  to  seek 
their  fortunes  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic  and 
taking  passage  on  a  sailing  vessel  at  the  port  of 
Hamburg  in  tlie  latter  part  of  July,  they  were 
landed  in  New  York  City  after  a  voyage  of  six 
weeks.  Thence  tliey  proceeded  to  Newark,  N.  J., 
and  from  there  to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  where  the 
father  established  a  shop  and  later  merged  it  into  a 
grocery  business.  He  was  prospered,  becoming 
well-to-do  financially ,and  in  1885-  retired  from  ac- 
tive business  and  uow  with  his  excellent  wife  is 
spending  his  declining  years,  surrounded  by  all  the 
comforts  of  life.  He  is  seventy  years  of  age  and 
the  mother  is  sixty-seven.  The  family  consisted 
of  two  daughters  beside  our  subject — Louisa  who 
remains  with  her  parents  and  is  unmarried;  and 
Amelia,  the  wife  of  Dr.  Wood,  a  practicing  physi- 
cian of  Cleveland,  and  living  in  the  suburbs  of  that 
city. 

The  subject  of  this  .'"lielcli  attended  the  city 
schools  in  Cleveland,  and  acquired  iiis  first  business 
experience  in  his  father's  store  before  reaching  his 
majority.  He  embarked  in  business  for  himself  as 
before  mentioned  and  on  April  11th,  1878,  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  M.  AVolf.  Tliis 
liuly  was  born  in  Hesse   Darmstadt,  Germany,  July 


1,  1849  and  when  one  year  old  was  brought  to 
America  by  her  parents,  Philip  and  Sybilla  (Knob- 
loch)  Wolf.  They  settled  on  a  farm  near  Cleve- 
land, but  later  removed  into  the  city  where  Mr. 
Wolf  died  when  about  sixty  j-ears  old.  His  wife 
is  still  living  at  the  age  of  probably  eighty  years 
and  makes  her  home  with  her  claugliters  in  Cleve- 
land. Ohio. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  received  excellent  home 
training,  remaining  under  the  ijarental  roof  until 
her  marriage.  Of  this  union  there  have  been  born 
seven  children  one  of  whom,  Clara,  died  at  the  age 
of  twenty-two  months.  The  survivors  are  Bertha 
S.,  August  H.,  Amelia  T.,  Henry  R.,  Stella  L.  and 
Carl  J.  The)-  are  all  at  home  with  their  parents. 
Mrs.  Wangerien  is  a  Presbyterian  in  religion  and 
our  subject,  socially,  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  belonging  to  Blue  Lodge,  No.  122  at 
Clifton.  Politically,  he  is  a  Republican  and  was 
elected  to  his  present  office  in  1887.  In  personal 
appearance  Mr.  Wangerien  would  attract  attention 
anywhere,  being  of  fine  physique  and  commanding 
presence.  He  possesses  marked  characteristics, 
among  them  being  lionesty,  integrity  and  correct 
dealing  which  have  gained  him  the  esteem  and  con- 
fidence of  his  fellow  citizens.  The  German  na- 
tion has  contributed  greatly  to  the  prosperity  of 
j  the  Great  West  and  the  subject  of  this  sketch  holds 
a  leading  position  among  his  countrymen. 

—-=- 'i^- •■^--' 


^p^EORGE  W.  LACKEY,  a  farmer  and  stock- 
Ill  (— ,  raiser  of  Clay  Count}',  makes  a  specialty  of 
^^11  thoroughbred  swine  and  Norman  horses, 
having  an  interest  in  the  fine  stallion  '•  Affrontie." 
Tlie  home  of  Mr.  Lackey  is  on  section  10  of  Mul- 
berry Township,  where  he  owns  120  acres  of  finely 
improved  land,  lying  on  the  first  bottom  of  the 
Republican  River.  He  also  owns  eighty  acres  of 
improved  land  in  Brantford  Townshii),  AYasli- 
ington  County,  the  same  having  an  excellent  or- 
chard. 

Mr.  Lackey  was  born  in  Wasliinglon  County,  in 
the  eastern  part  of  Tennessee,  Cct.  20.  18,04.  Ilis 
father,  Holiert  Lackey,   was    born    near  Lexington, 
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Ky.,  and  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  State. 
Wliile  yet  a  single  man  he  went  to  Washington 
County,  Tenn.,  and  there  married  Miss  Martha 
(ialloway.  She  was  born  and  reared  in  the  county 
where  she  was  married,  that  being  the  home  of  her 
parents  during  their  entire  lives.  Jonathan  and 
Mary  (Combs)  Galloway,  lived  to  be  very  aged, 
the  father  dying  when  nearly  ninety,  and  the  mother 
when  upwards  of  one  hundred  years  of  age.  Dur- 
ing the  War  of  1812,  Mr.  Galloway  had  served  in 
the  American  Army.  His  occupation  in  life  was 
that  of  a  farmer.  After  the  marriage  of  Robert 
and  Martha  (Galloway)  Lackey,  they  obtained  a 
part  of  the  old  (ialloway  homestead  in  Washington, 
Tenn.,  and  there  lived  for  some  years.  Mr.  Lackey 
was  of  Republican  politics,  and  served  four  years 
as  a  private  in  a  Tennessee  regiment  during  the 
recent  Rebellion.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Chris- 
tian Church,  as  is  his  widow.  Tlie  death  of  Mr. 
Robert  Lackey  occurred  Dec.  24,  1876,  he  being 
aged  fifty-four  years.  Li  November,  1884,  his 
widow  removed  to  Illinois  and  lived  in  Greene 
County  until  quite  recently,  when  she  came  to 
this  State.  She  is  now  sojourning  with  her  son, 
our  subject.  She  is  more  than  sixty-six  years  of 
age,  and  is  still  strong  and  active.  She  has  borne 
a  family'  of  six  sons  and  two  daughters,  all  yet  liv- 
ing except  one  boy  and  one  girl.  Two  sons  and 
one  daughter,  are  married  and  have  families. 

Tiie  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  second  child  in 
the  parental  family.  He  was  reared  on  a  farm  in 
liis  native  county,  and  when  nineteen  years  old 
left  the  parental  roof-tree  and  went  to  Greene 
County.  111.  There  he  made  his  home  for  seven 
years,  being  the  owner  of  a  tract  of  land  upon 
which  he  was  engaged  in  farming.  In  the  fall  of 
l.ssi,  he  removed  to  this  State,  locating  upon  tlie 
land  which  he  still  occupies. 

In  Greene  County,  III.,  Mr.  Lackey  entered  into 
a  matrimonial  alliance  with  Miss  Achsali  J.  Brown. 
She  is  a  daughter  of  William  and  Susannah 
(Deakins)  Brown,  natives  of  Washington  County, 
Tenn..  where  her  birth  took  place  Aug.  15,  1853. 
She  is  the  third  in  a  family  of  eight  children,  four 
sons  and  four  daughters,  all  of  whom  are  living, 
arc  married  and  have  families,  except  the  youngest 
who  (lied  in  infancy.       Mr.  and  Mrs    Brown   spent 


their  entire  lives  on  their  homestead  in  Tennessee, 
departing  this  life  when  middle  aged.  They  were 
members  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church.  Mr. 
Brown  was  a  faithful  soldier  during  the  Rebellion, 
and  died  shortly  after  the  war,  of  disease  con- 
tracted in  the  service.  Mrs.  Lackey  went  to  Illinois 
when  a  young  woman  in  company  with  an  older 
brother,  and  there  made  her  home  until  after  her 
marriage  to  our  subject.  She  is  the  mother  of  three 
children,  Julia,  and  Amanda  A.  Flossie  May  died 
when  about  one  year  old. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lackey  are  active  members  of  the 
Missionarj'  Baptist  Church.  Mr.  Lackey  is  a  Re- 
publican and  an  earnest  supporter  of  the  principles 
of  the  party.  He  is  enterprising  and  honorable  in 
the  conduct  of  his  business  affairs,  and  for  his  pri- 
vate character  is  esteemed  by  all  who  know  him. 

<¥/  UDWIG  LUNDIN.  This  gentleman  is  one 
I  (^  ^^  those  whose  perseverance  and  untiring 
JJ'--^  energy  have  been  crowned  with  success,  and 
whose  standing  is,  financially  speaking,  on  a  firm 
basis.  He  now  owns  320  acres  of  fine  land  on  sec- 
tion 1,  Sherman  Township,  Clay  County,  and  there 
is  no  indebtedness  hanging  like  a  sword  of  Damo- 
cles over  his  head.  The  farm  buildings  are  more 
than  usually  large  and  well-built,  and  include  barn, 
corncribs,  granaries  and  adequate  stabling  for  va- 
rious kinds  of  stock.  Numerous  forest  and  fruit 
trees  have  been  planted  upon  the  estate,  and  good 
fences  enclose  and  divide  the  entire  acreage.  The 
dwelling  house  is  a  large  frame  structure,  conven- 
iently designed  and  neatly  painted.  Altogether, 
the  place  bears  such  marks  of  careful  oversight  as 
to  show  that  it  is  under  the  management  of  a  rep- 
resentative farmer. 

Ludwig  Lundln  is  of  Swedish  ancestry  and  na- 
tivity. He  was  born  in  Helsingborg,  Nora  Wram, 
Sweden,  June  27,  1847.  He  was  reared  in  his  na- 
tive country  and  is  the  recipient  of  a  good  educa- 
tion in  his  native  language.  His  father,  Anders,  is 
a  farmer  and  blacksmith,  and  has  always  resided  in 
the  county  where  his  son  Ludwig  was  born.  His 
mollicr  is  C.-uolinc.  daughlor  of  Xels  Nelson.      Both 
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belong  to  the  Lutheran  Church,  as  have  the  ances- 
tors so  far  as  known.  The  parental  family  consisted 
of  one  son  and  three  daughters,  the  gentleman  of 
whom  we  write  being  the  second  in  order  of  birth. 
One  of  the  daughters,  Joanna,  now  the  wife  of 
C.  Jacobson,  lives  in  Lake  County,  Ind.  Tlie  re- 
mainder of  the  family  are  living  in  their  native 
land. 

Mr.  Lundin  came  to  the  United  States  in  the  fall 
of  1869,  having  sailed  from  Copenhagen,  Den- 
mark, on  August  28.  The  steamship  upon  which 
he  had  taken  passage  disciiarged  her  passengers  at 
New  York  City,  September  18,  and  Mr.  Lundin 
immediately  proceeded  to  Pennsylvania,  working 
at  his  trade  of  blacksmith  in  a  railroad  shop  in  Al- 
toona.  He  sojourned  there  but  a  few  weeks,  before 
coming  West  to  Kansas.  He  stopped  at  Junction 
Citj',  where  he  remained  about  a  twelve  month. 
Thence  he  accompanied  a  wagon  train  to  the  plains 
of  Western  Kansas,  he  being  engaged  as  horse- 
shoer  to  the  train.  They  passed  through  an  unset- 
tled country,  amid  buffaloes  and  Indians,  and  for 
about  two  months  subsisted  on  buffalo  meat  and 
other  game. 

Returning  to  Junction  City,  Mr.  Lundin  was 
married,  and  a  few  months  later  he  and  his  wife 
came  to  Morgan ville.  This  was  in  August,  1871, 
and  Mr.  Lundin  opened  the  first  blacksmith  shop 
of  the  town.  He  continued  to  work  at  his  trade  un- 
til April,  1872,  when  he  sold  liis  shop  and  tools,  and 
took  up  a  homestead  of  1(50  acres  where  he  now 
lives.  His  first  house  w.as  a  "dug-out,"  in  which 
they  lived  about  a  year.  He  then  built  a  frame 
building  12x24  feet,  which  was  the  family  home 
until  1883.  In  the  meantime  he  planted  trees  and 
otherwise  improved  his  farm.  When  he  came  to 
his  claim  he  had  to  work  out  to  make  money  to 
keep  the  family,  and  for  a  time  lie  walked  to  Man 
hattan  and  there  worked  for  fifty  cents  a  day. 

For  several  years  the  crops  were  destroyed,  or 
nearly  so.  by  grasshoppers  and  drought.  Undis- 
mayed by  such  adversity,  Mr.  Lundin  struggled  on, 
ably  assisted  in  his  labors  by  his  wife,  who  proved 
iierself  the  helpmeet  a  true  woman  is,  and  should 
be.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lundin  can  now  rejoice  in  their 
success,  and  enjoy  the  comforts  that  surround  them, 
knowing  that    tli>'\   are   iioncstly    deserved.     Since 


taking  up  his  original  claim,  Mr.  Lundin  has  added 
an  additional  quarter  section  to    his  landed  posses- 
sions, and   now  has   almost  the  entire  acre.age  in  a 
liigli  state  of  cultivation.     He  has  made  a  specialty 
of  breeding  Short-horn  cattle  and  Norman  horses. 
The  lady  who  has  so  ably  assisted  Mr.  Lundin  in 
building    up   his    pleasant    rural    home,    bore    the 
maiden  name  of  Ninna  Gustawa.  and  the  ceremony 
which  united  them  took  place  on  New  Year's  Day, 
1871.     The  bride  is  a  daughter   of  Gustaf  Johan- 
son,  a  native  of  Sweden,  and    of  pure  Swedish  an- 
cestry.    The  union   of  Mr.    and    Mrs.  Lundin  has 
been  blessed  by  the    birth  of  five   children.     Two. 
I    William  and  Anna,  have  been  taken  from  them  Ijy 
j   death.     Of  the  survivors.  H.attie  C.  is   now  at  col- 
lege at  Lindsborg,  this    State;  and  Antum  and  Er- 
j    nest  are  still  at  home. 

Mr.  Lundin  and  his  famil}'  are  members  of  the 
I  Lutheran  Church  in  Garfield  Township,  and  he  is 
I  a  Deacon  in  the  society  of  which  he  is  an  influen- 
j  tial  and  representative  member.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
j  Lundin  are  highly-  respected  by  all  who  know  them, 
I  for  their  many  sterling  qualities  as  private  individ- 
uals and  citizens. 


'RANKLIN  C.  JUSTIS.  Among  the  young 
men  who  are  doing  so  much  for  the  devel- 
opment and  future  prosperity  of  Washington 
County,  the  gentleman  above  named  maj'  well  be 
mentioned.  He  devotes  his  attention  to  farming 
and  stock-raising,  and  is  located  on  section  25, 
Highland  Township.  He  has  from  his  early  man- 
hood been  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and 
his  farm  of  100  acres  if  a  witness  to  liis  under- 
derstanding  of  that  work.  The  place  is  well  im- 
proved, and  gives  evidence  of  being  the  home  of 
an  enterprising  and  progressive  farmer. 

Mr.  Justis  is  a  son  of  Squire  M.  and  Clarissa  A. 
(Driskell)  Justis.  (See  sketch  of  S.  M.  Justis). 
lie  was  the  eldest  in  a  family  of  seven  children, 
and  was  born  in  Ripley  County,  Ind.,  Sept.  4,  1854. 
He  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native  county, 
and  educated  in  her  common  schools.  At  the  age 
of  twcnly-ane  he  left  lioiue  and  for  .i  season  worked 
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in  C^lay  County,  III.  Thence  he  caiuo  to  this  county, 
and  the  location  which  lie  then  selected  has  ever 
since  been  his  home. 

At  the  residence  of  the  bride  in  Franklin  Town- 
ship. Nov.  5,  lfi77,  Miss  Katie  H.  Palmer  became 
Mrs.  Franklin  Justis.  Mis.  Justis  was  born  in 
Racine  County,  Wis.,  Nov.  12,  1855.  Her  parents, 
.lohn  T.  and  Angenette  (Willard)  Palmer,  were  na- 
tives of  New  York  and  Connecticut  respectively. 
They  became  residents  of  this  county  about  the 
year  1867,  their  home  having  been  on  Joy  Creek, 
Fianklin  Township.  Mr.  Palmer  departed  this  life 
in  May,  1887,  at  the  residence  of  our  subject.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Justis  have  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of 
four  children.  One  child,  Ray,  died  when  three 
years  old.  The  survivors  are:  Guy  T..  Earl  E.  and 
Fay. 

Mr.  Justis  is  a  firm  believer  in  and  an  earnest 
supporter  of  the  Republican  part}'.  He  is  an  up- 
right man,  a  kind  husband  and  father,  and  a  public- 
spirited  citizen. 

RS.  ELIZABETH  HASTINGS  resides  on  a 
fine  farm  on  section  8,  Ogden  Township, 
Riley  County,  and  is  engaged  in  the  suc- 
cessful management  of  her  estate,  consist- 
ing- of  240  acres  finely  impi-oved,  120  being  under 
tiie  plow.  The  residence  is  a  square  stone  struct- 
ure, built  in  1883,  well  finished  and  handsomely 
furnished.  The  orchard  numbers  some  fiftj'  trees, 
in  a  growing  and  thrifty  condition.  Mrs.  Hastings 
takes  considerable  interest  in  stock-raising,  and  has 
about  twenty-five  head  of  cattle,  four  of  horses  and 
fifty  of  hogs. 

;Mrs.  Hastings  is  a  daughter  of  John  and  Isabella 
(  Davis)  Roupe.  the  former  a  native  of  North  Caro- 
lina, where  he  was  engaged  as  a  farmer  and  black- 
smith, and  the  latter  born  in  East  Tennessee.  When 
a  young  man,  Mr.  Roupe  journeyedljto  Tennessee, 
and  while  there  became  acquainted  with  one  of  the 
State's  fair  daughters,  Isabella  Davis  by  name. 
They  were  united  in  the  bonds  of  matrimony,  and 
liegau  their  journey  of  life  together  in  Tennessee, 
wheie  they  remained  four   years.     Twelve  cliililrcn 


were  born  to  them,  of  whom  one  is  deceased.  Mrs. 
Roupe  passed  to  rest  in  1880,  and  the  husband  and 
father  makes  his  home  at  present  in  Cass  County, 
Mo. 

Mrs.  Hastings  was  the  fiftli  chilil  in  order  of  birth 
and  first  opened  her  eyes  to  the  light  in  Iowa.  Nov. 
11,  1  841.  She  received  very  little  schooling  in  her 
youth,  but  being,  fortunately,  possessed  of  a  bright 
mind,  has  in  great  measure  made  up  for  the  lack  of 
early  advantages  by  reading  and  close  attention  to 
the  practical  affairs  of  life.  She  was  married 
August  8,  1864,  to  Lorenzo  R.  Hastings  who  was 
the  eldest  of  a  family  of  four  children  born  to 
Solomon  and  Mary  (White)  Hastings,  of  Troy  N. 
Y.  Mr.  Hastings  was  born  June  24,  1832,  in  St. 
Lawrence  County,  N.  Y.,  and  when  of  a  suitable 
age  learned  the  trade  of  a  miller.  His  marriage 
with  our  subject  took  place  in  Pleasant  Hill,  Mo., 
following  which  they  journeyed  directly  to  Kan- 
sas and  settled  on  the  place  where  Thomas  AVood 
now  lives.  They  remained  on  that  place  for  five 
yeai's,  then  removed  to  the  farm  where  the  family 
resides  at  present.  This  has  been  their  home  from 
that  time  forward,  except  four  years  spent  on  an- 
other farm  eight  miles  northwest  from  the  present 
home. 

Mr.  Hastings  enlisted  in  Company  G,  10th  Kan- 
sas Infantry,  August  7,  1861.  He  served  faithfully 
and  with  distinction  in  all  the  battles  and  skir- 
mishes, marches  and  counter-marches  in  which  his 
regiment  was  called  upon  to  engage.  His  term  of 
service  lasted  three  years,  at  the  close  of  which 
time  he  was  honorably  discharged  and  at  once  re- 
turned home.  He  went  into  a  blacksmith  shop  in 
Ogden,  and  worked  there  five  months,  then  moved 
to  his  farm  where  he  continued  to  reside  till  his 
death,  March  26,  1886.  He  was  a  prominent  man 
in  Riley  County;  had  considerable  experience  as  a 
freighter  in  the  old  da3-s  of  the  Territory  before 
railroads  were  constructed,  and  belonged  to  the 
pioneer  class  of  farmers.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
School  Board  District  No.  4,  for  several  years,  also 
Road  Overseer  for  some  time,  was  Post  Commander 
of  J.  U.  Parsons  Post  No.  341.  G.  A.  R.  of  Ogden, 
and  took  a  lively  interest  in  political  matters  cast- 
ing his  infiuence  and  vote  in  favor  of  tlie  Repuli- 
lican  party.  Mr.  Hastings  w.as  a  resident  of  Ogden, 
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for  many  years  before  the  war,  and  knew  by  per- 
sonal experience  much  of  the  trials  and  troubles 
that  were  endured  by  those  brave  men  who  des- 
pised hardship  when  met  with  in  what  they  consid- 
ered to  be  the  path  of  diit^'. 

P'our  children  were  born  unto  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hastings  all  of  whom  are  living.  Mary  Eliza 
is  the  wife  of  Charles  Dodge,  a  resident  of  Ogden : 
they  have  no  children.  Isabella,  John  Ralph  and 
Addie  are  at  home,  and  are  finely  educated  and 
highly  cultured  in  consequence  of  not  committing 
the  too  common  mistake  of  thinking  their  educa- 
tion finished  when  they  were  graduated  from  school. 
They  take  delight  in  reading  the  best  books  and 
magazines  and,  in  connection  with  other  3'oung 
people  of  the  neighborhood,  keep  thoroughlj-  ac- 
quainted with  all  the  current  topics  of  interest. 

In  connection  with  this  personal  sketch  we  pre- 
sent a  fine  portrait  of  Lorenzo  R.  Hastings,  who 
was  for  many  years  prominently  identiQed  with  the 
liest  interests  of  Riley  County,  where  his  influ- 
ence was  always  exerted  in  behalf  of  the  right.  His 
memory  is  fresh  and  spotless  in  the  hearts  of  those 
who  loved  him. 

^,,  BI.JAH  B.  PROUTY,  the  leading  hard- 
i(S/LJ|i  ware  merchant  of  Hollenberg,  Washington 
County,  came  to  this  place  in  1870,  when 
the  town  was  in  its  embryo  state.  While 
obtaining  a  foothold  for  himself  financially,  he  has 
at  the  same  time  assisted  materiallj'  ir.  building  up 
the  town,  and  is  numbered  among  its  most  useful 
citizens.  He  is  of  that  solid  and  substantial  char- 
acter which  can  always  be  depended  upon,  and  has 
become  one  of  the  old  landmarks  whom  every  body 
knows  and  respects. 

A  native  of  the  Empire  .-itate,  Mr.  Prout^-  was 
born  in  Granville,  AVashington  County,  March  4, 
1842,  and  is  consequently  in  the  prime  of  life.  His 
immediate  progenitors  were  Levi  W.  and  Sally 
(Willis)  Prouty,  likewise  natives  of  New  York 
State,  where  they  spent  their  entire  lives.  The 
Prouty  family  was  first  represented  in  New  Eng- 
land .several  generations  ago,  luid  the  paternal  great- 


grandfather of  our  subject,  Elijah  Prouty,  served 
as  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  He  had  a 
son,  Abijah,  who  was  the  grandfather  of  Abijah  B. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  only  son  of 
his  parents,  and  besides  him  there  were  six  daugh- 
ters. He  remained  a  member  of  the  parental  house- 
hold until  a  youth  of  seventeen  years,  and  then 
started  out  for  himself,  emigrating  to  (irundy 
County,  111.  We  find  him  there  at  the  outbreak  of 
the  Civil  War,  and  that  same  year,  1861,  he  en- 
listed in  Company  G,  ;:S6th  Illinois  Infantry,  and 
served  three  years.  He  fought  at  the  battles  of 
Springfield,  Mo.,  Pea  Ridge,  the  siege  of  Corinth, 
Perry  ville.  Stone  River  and  Murfreesboro,  being  at 
the  latter  place  taken  prisoner  while  conveying 
from  the  field  his  First  Lieutenant,  Robert  Dins- 
more,  who  was  badly  wounded.  Mr.  Proutj'  was 
paroled  the  following  daJ^  and  was  placed  in  charge 
of  a  number  of  wounded  soldiers.  Our  subject 
found  his  bunk  mate  wounded,  and  likewise  cared 
for  him.  On  account  of  his  own  disabilities,  he 
was  not  returned  to  his  company,  but  was  placed 
in  the  invalid  corps  and  conveyed  to  Indianapulis. 
where  he  remained  until  his  discharge. 

Returning  now  to  Illinois,  Mr.  Prout}'  went  back 
to  his  books  in  the  district  school,  which  he  at- 
tended two  years,  and  later  was  a  student  at  Allen's 
Grove  Academy,  in  Walworth  County,  Wis.,  for 
one  year.  He  likewise  attended  the  Kenosha  High 
School  for  the  same  length  of  time.  Afterward  he 
taught  school  two  3-ears  in  Illinois,  then  came  to 
Kansas  and  homesteaded  160  acres  of  land  in  Pot- 
tawotomie  Count}'.  He  sojourned  there  a  com- 
paratively short  time,  then  came  to  this  county, 
and  for  five  years  thereafter  operated  on  rented 
land.  He  also  taught  school.  Finally,  he  pur- 
chased 160  acres  in  Franklin  Township,  and  in 
1884  engaged  in  his  present  business. 

The  marri.age  of  Abijah  B.  Prouty  and  Miss  El- 
vira A.  Dunn  was  celebrated  at  the  bride's  home, 
in  Kenosha,  Wis..  May  17,  1868.  Mrs.  Prouty  was 
born  in  Walworth  County,  VVis.,  June  25, 1847.  and 
was  the  daughter  of  Robert  S.  Dunn,  who  died 
while  on  his  way  over  the  plains  to  California 
when  she  was  but  five  years  old.  Of  this  union 
there  have  born  three  children,  only  two  of  wlK)m 
are  living— Mina  K.  and  Jay  (;.      Mr.  Prouty,  po- 
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litically,  is  a  sound  Republican,  and  keeps  liiniself 
well  posted  in  regard  to  the  political  issues  of  the 
day.  He  has  served  as  Township  Trustee  two 
terras,  and  has  been  a  delegate  to  the  county  con- 
ventions. His  membership  has  been  in  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church  for  a  period  of  eighteen 
years,  where  he  is  active  in  all  good  works,  and  of- 
ficiates as  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school. 
Socially,  he  is  identified  with  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  and 
tiie  G.  A.  R.  He  is  the  owner  of  two  good  farms, 
comprising  260  acres  of  land,  besides  village  prop- 
erty. His  stock-in-trade  includes  agricultural  im- 
l)lements,  and  he  is  considerably  interested  in  live- 
stock. Elsewhere  in  the  Album  will  be  found  a 
lithographic  engraving  of  the  commodions  resi- 
dence of  our  subject,  together  with  the  rural  sur- 
roundings. 

Mr.  Prouty.  after  living  three  years  in  this  State, 
still  found  himself  in  debt  and  without  any  prop- 
erty, but  by  great  industry  and  perseverance  he 
has  liquidated  his  indebtedness  and  accumulated  a 
competence  sufficient  to  insure  him  against  want 
in  his  declining  3-ears.  Although  never  receiving 
any  financial  assistance,  he  has  given  liberally  to 
others,  especially  bis  sisters,  one  of  whom,  Mrs. 
Anna  S.  Wood,  he  assisted  to  secure  a  liberal  edu- 
cation, and  she  is  now  the  Sui)erintendent  of  Public 
Schools  in  Finney  County,  this  State.  Her  son 
was  graduated  from  the  Agricultuial  College,  at 
Manhattan,  and  also  from  Lawrence  LTuiversily. 
Our  subject  assisted  his  sister  Mary,  with  her  large 
family,  to  remove  from  Vermont  to  this  State,  and 
matei'ially  aided  them  in  gaining  a  financial  foot- 
hold. 


^^  BE  PETERSON,  one   of  the   ••hustlers"  of 
WfL]\    Grant  Township,  is  known  to  most  of   its 
iris    prominent  residents  with  whom  he   has  a 
^  hand  in  about  everything  useful  that  is  go- 

ing on,  being  more  than  ordinarily  public-spirited, 
and  taking  a  lively  interest  in  everything  calculated 
for  the  good  of  the  community.  He  is  an  active 
Republican,  politically,  has  held  the  office  of  Town- 
sliij)  Trustee  two  terms,  is  liberal  in  his  religious 
vie\V!^.  and  one  of  those  men  rarely  found,  who  are 


willing  "to  live  and  let  live."  He  is  a  farmer  by 
occupation,  and  the  owner  of  240  .acres  of  well- 
tilleil  land  of  which  he  took  possession  in  1885. 
The  farm  is  supplied  with  comfortable  buildings, 
and  running  water,  and  with  a  large  number  of 
fruit  trees,  400  apple  and  forty  cherry  trees,  200 
grape  vines  and  the  smaller  varieties  in  abundance. 
There  is  a  fine  grove  of  forest  trees  and  the  home- 
stead, taken  altogether,  bears  fair  comparison  with 
any  around  it. 

Mr.  Peterson  is  located  quite  a  distance  from  his 
birthplace,  which  was  in  Richland  County,  N.  J., 
where  he  first  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  May  2G, 
1853.  His  parents  a  few  mtmths  later  set  out  for 
Illinois,  locating  in  Mason  County,  where  the 
mother  died  when  Abe  was  two  years  old,  and  when 
he  was  a  little  lad  of  four,  he  was  doubly  orphaned 
by  the  death  of  his  father.  He  was  then  taken  into 
the  home  of  James  Pellem,  where  he  lived  two 
years,  and  then  his  sister,  Mary  J.,  was  married  to 
Mr.  Jenkins,  and  took  him  to  her  own  home, 
where  he  lived  until  a  youth  of  seventeen  years. 
Mr.  Jenkins  settled  near  Waterford,  whence  they 
subsequently  removed  to  a  farm  in  the  vicinitj-  of 
Cuba,  where  young  Peterson  acquired  such  educa- 
tion as  the  common  schools  afforded.  At  the  age 
mentioned,  he  started  out  for  himself,  working  by 
the  month  on  a  farm,  and  when  twenty  years  old 
was  married. 

At  the  time  of  leaving  his  brother-in-law,  our 
sul)ject  had  a  cash  capital  of  fifty  cents  in  his  pocket 
with  which  he  parted  for  his  passage  across  the  Illi- 
nois River,  and  then  was  in  debt  fifty  cents  for  toll. 
He  walked  sixty  miles  to  procure  work  on  a  farm, 
and  occupied  himself  as  a  farm  laborer  until  ap- 
proaching the  twenty-first  year  of  his  .age.  On  the 
29th  of  January,  1874,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
JLary  J.  Weston,  and  the  young  couple  located  on 
a  rented  farm  in  Fulton  Count3 .  111.,  where  they 
lived  until  coming  to  Washington  County,  Kan., 
in  February,  1883.  Here  also  Mr.  Peterson  oper- 
ated as  a  renter  two  years  in  the  vicinity  of  Brant- 
:ord.  and  then  in  1885  purchased  the  land  from 
which  he  has  constructed  his  present  farm.  Upon 
this  he  has  effected  many  improvements,  greatly 
increasing  the  fertility  of  the  soil. 

Fuur  children  have  licen  born   to   Mr.   and    Mrs. 
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Peterson,  viz:  Florence  Gertrude,  Katie  Luella, 
Agnes,  and  Thomas  Leroy.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  Pet- 
erson were  Samuel  and  Mary  (Lathbury)  Weston, 
the  former  a  son  of  Robert  and  Jane  (Adams) 
Weston,  natives  of  Staffordshire,  England.  Sam- 
uel and  Mary  Weston  are  now  living  in  Kansas. 
Our  subject  is  the  son  of  Abraham  and  Margaret 
(Rodger)  Peterson,  the  former  of  whom,  during  his 
e.irly  manhood  occupied  himself  as  a  ship  carpen- 
ter and  sailor  in  New  Jersey.  He  left  at  his  death, 
which  occurred  at  Waterford,  in  1857.  a  family  of 
four  sons  and  one  daughter.  These  are  now  liv- 
ing, with  the  exception  of  One  son,  who  died  in  the 
war.    The  motlier  died  in  Mason  City,  111.,  in  1885. 


y 


j^JLLIAM  HANNEY,  proprietor  of  the 
WW//  Wi'te  Star  Steam  Laundry,  Clay  Center, 
W^  operates  the  largest  establishment  of  the 
kind  in  this  part  of  the  countr}'  and  at  times  gives 
employment  to  fifteen  hands.  He  is  a  man  highlj' 
spoken  of  by  bis  townsmen,  being  noted  for  his 
business  integrity  and  those  qualities  which  have 
admitted  him  as  an  ever-welcome  member  to  the 
social  circle.  He  was  born  in  Somersetshire,  Eng- 
land, May  13,  1844,  and  lived  there  until  a  young 
man  of  nineteen  3'ears.  After  that  for  a  period  of 
seven  years  he  resided  in  Wales. 

In  Ma}',  1869  Mr.  Hanney  emigrated  to  America 
and  settled  in  Cook  County,  III.,  where  he  sojourned 
about  three  months.  Thence  he  crossed  the  Miss- 
issippi into  Burlingame,  Kan.,  and  in  January,  1 870, 
homestcaded  160  acres  in  Clay  Township,  Clay 
County,  when  the  present  city  of  Clay  Center  was 
a  hamlet  of  six  houses.  Upon  his  land  there  were 
no  improvements,  whatever,  and  for  seven  years  he 
lived  in  a  dugout.  This  structure,  however,  was 
tightlj'  walled  up  and  warmer  than  many  a  more 
modern  dwelling. 

After  breaking  a  part  of  his  prairie  land  Mr. 
Hanney  proceeded  with  other  improvements,  set- 
ting out  fruit  and  forest  trees,  including  one  of  the 
first  orchards  in  this  vicinity.  His  fruit  trees, 
however,  were  subsequently  destroyed  by  grass- 
lioppers.      lie  fenced  liis  land  and  [lut  ui)  the  neces- 


sary buildings,  and  lived  there  until  1877.  That 
year  he  removed  to  Clay  Center  and  occupied  him- 
self in  Barber's  Elevator  for  one  year.  He  then 
established  his  present  enterprise  of  which  he  has 
made  a  decided  success.  He  became  prominent  in 
local  .affairs,  serving  as  Constable  three  years,  as 
Jailer  and  Deputj'  Sheriff  three  years.  For  two 
years  he  operated  a  creamery.  He  organized  the 
Rosevale  Band  of  which  he  became  the  leader  and 
which  was  the  first  musical  band  in  Clay  County. 
He  was  connected  with  this  for  seven  years.  Sub- 
sequently he  organized  the  Clay  Center  Band,  of 
whicli  he  is  still  a  member  and  which  is  now  known 
as  the  "  Dispatch." 

While  living  in  Wales  Mr.  Hanney  was  married 
in  March,  1865,  to  Miss  Anna  Hapgood,  a  native  of 
England,  and  who  subsequently  went  to  Wales 
where  she  made  the  acquaintance  of  her  future 
husband.  Of  this  union  there  have  been  born 
seven  children  only  four  of  whom  are  living,  viz.: 
Henry  George,  Minnie  Mary,  Leita  May  and 
Clayton  Edward.  They  are  all  at  home  with  their 
parents,  receiving  the  training  and  education  suita- 
ble to  their  station  in  life.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hanney 
are  members  in  good  standing  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  and  highly  spoken  of  bj'  all  who 
know  them. 

Mrs.  Hanney  is  the  daughter  of  Richanl  and 
Elizabeth  (Derrj-)  Hapgood,  natives  of  England. 
The  father  is  deceased;  the  mother  is  living  in 
Clay  Center.  The  names  of  Mr.  Hanney's  parents 
were  James  and  Hannah  (Hapgood)  Hanney,  natives 
of  England.  The  father  is  deceased;  the  mother  is 
still  living  in  Wales. 


-*3=|=f<l 


=4=e^ 


J^f  LEXANDER  ROSS.    Among  the  solid  men 
1^0|    of   Garfield    Township,  Mr.   Ross   holds  a 
///  Is    leading    position    and   is    no    unimportant 
^fl  factor  in  its  farming  and   stock-raising  in- 

terests. He  makes  a  specialty  of  Norman  and 
Clydesdale  horses,  graded  Short-born  cattle  and 
Poland-China  swine.  His  homestead  is  emljclli.shed 
willi    gotxl    buildings    neatly    painted,  and   fver\'- 
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thing  al)0u1  the  (Jieinises  indicates  the  thrift  and 
industry  which  liiive  been  the  important  factors  in 
developing  one  of  the  richest  sections  of  Kansas. 
Clay  County  has  been  especiall}'  fortunate  in  her 
pioneers,  among'  whom  Mr.  Ross  is  vvortliy  of 
special  mention. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  boiii  in  Ontario, 
Canada,  where  he  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  re- 
ceived his  early  education  in  the  common  schools. 
His  father,  Walter  Ross,  was  born  near  the  city  of 
Kdinburg,  Scotland,  and  in  that  citj'  learned  the 
trade  of  a  carpenter,  but  only  followed  it  for  a 
brief  time  in  his  native  country.  He  emigrated  to 
Canada  when  a  young  man  and  was  there  married 
to  Miss  Elizabeth  Ross,  a  native  of  Canada  and  not 
related  to  her  husband.  The  father  and  mother  are 
still  living  at  the  old  homestead  in  the  Dominion. 
Alexander  Ross  was  married  Feb.  2,  1870,  in  Canada 
to  Miss  .ALargaret,  daughter  of  Hugh  and  Ann  (Mon- 
roe) Sutherland,  and  who  was  born  there  March 
14.  1844.  Her  parents  were  natives  of  Scotland 
but  emigrated  to  Canada  early  in  life  where  the 
father  died  and  where  the  mother  still  lives.  In  the 
meantime  Mr.  Ross  had  learned  carpentering  at 
which  he  worked  eight  years  in  Canada  and  Chic- 
ago. After  his  marriage  he,  in  1871,  came  to  Kansas 
and  homesteaded  160  acres  of  bis  present  farm  in 
Garfleld  Township.  There  was  then  not  a  twig  or 
a  bush  ui)on  the  place,  only  the  wild  prairie  grass 
over  which  deer,  antelope,  prairie  chickens  and  jack 
rabbits  roamed  in  their  native  freedom.  He  put  up 
a  Cottonwood  house,  12x20  feet  in  dimensions 
and  commenced  the  improvements  which  have  re- 
sulted in  making  it  one  of  the  best  farms  in  this 
region.  In  due  time  the  first  modest  dwelling  was 
abandoned  for  a  more  commodious  i-esidence  and 
besides  this  there  is  a  large  barn  with  sheds,  corn 
cribs,  a  granary,  an  orchard  of  about  500  apple 
trees,  together  with  peach  and  pear  trees,  and  a 
goodly  growth  of  forest  trees.  The  greater  part  of 
the  land  now  is  in  a  good  state  of  cultivation.  Mr. 
Ross  has  added  to  his  real  estate  until  he  now  has 
.■320  acres. 

There  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ross  three 
children  only,  .James  Alexander  the  youngest,  who 
died  April  4,  1884,  aged  eight  _vears,  eight  months 
and  sixteen  days  ;  and  two  now  living,  a  son  and  a 


daughter^-AValter  H.  and  Christina  A.  E.  Both 
parents  and  children  belong  to  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  in  which  Mr.  Ross  olliciates  as  Clerk  and 
lias  held  other  (offices. 


EORGE  W.  HAYS,  of  the  firm  of  Hays 
&  Howell,  lumber  dealers,  Morganville. 
Clay  County,  is  an  energetic:  business  man, 
and  a  highly  respected  citizen. 

He  is  the  only  lumber  dealer  in  the  place,  and  has 
sole  management  of  the  business,  his  partner  being 
a  non-resident.  They  carry  a  stock  of  about  $8,000, 
which  they  will  increase  as  they  intend  to  keep 
constantly  on  hand  a  full  line  of  building  material. 
The  business  is  yet  in  its  infancy,  having  been  be- 
gun in  August,  1889. 

Mr.  Hays  was  born  in  Beaver  County.  Pa.,  in 
the  year  185.5.  He  was  a  child  of  five  years 
when  his  parents,  William  and  Sarah  (Fulton) 
Hays,  removed  to  Columbiana  County,  Ohio. 
There  our  subject  was  reared,  and  educated  in  the 
schools  of  A\''ellsville.  There  the  mother  died  about 
the  year  1862,  the  father  surviving  until  1884.  In 
1879,  Mr.  Hays  came  to  Manhattan  and  worked  a.s  a 
farm  hand  for  a  few  months.  He  then  began  work- 
ing at  the  carpenter's  trade,  and  continued  so  em- 
ployed in  Manhattan  for  about  one  and  a  half 
years.  Thence  he  came  to  Topeka,  and  thence  to 
Wamego.  Following  this  he  went  to  Clj'de, 
whence  he  came  to  this  place  in  the  fall  of  1884. 
He  worked  at  his  trade  and  assisted  in  building  the 
principal  part  of  the  city.  He  was  the  leading  car- 
penter of  the  place,  and  doing  a  good  business 
when  he  abandoned  it  to  enter  the  field  in  which 
he  is  now  emplojed. 

In  this  place,  in  March,  1887,  the  rites  of  wed- 
lock were  celebrated  between  our  subject  and  Mar3% 
daughter  of  William  Silvers  (see  sketch).  The 
union  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  one  little 
prattler,  Leah. 

The  parents  of  Mr.  Hays  were  natives  of  West 
Virginia,  and  when  young  moved  to  Pennsylvania. 
The  father  was  first  married  to  Lntiti;i  Woodrow. 
who  bore  him  three  children.     Thev  are.  .loim  W.; 
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Lutitia,  now  Mrs.  Harper  Ralston,  of  Clyde,  Kan.; 
and  William  M.  Our  subject's  mother  was  the 
second  wife  of  his  father.  She  bore  six  children, 
namely:  Samuel  F.,  David  C,  George  W.,  James 
H.,  and  Henry  A.  and  Marj'  (twins).  Henry 
A.  was  drowned  in  the  Scioto  disaster  on  the  Oliio 
River,  by  the  sinking  of  an  excursion  steamer  in 
September,  1881. 

Mrs.  Ha3's  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  and  holds  a  high  standing  among  the 
members  of  that  body.  Mr.  Hays  already  has 
high  rank  among  the  young  citizens  and  business 
men  of  Morganville,  whore  he  is  recognized  as  a 
man  of  strict  probity  in  business  relations  and  of 
unblemished  private  character. 


^=!!i)EORGE  TIMMONS.  This  gentleman  is 
if  ,—j  one  of  the  large  land  owners  of  Mulberry 
'^^jl  Township,  Clay  County ,owning  the  whole  of 
section  26.  The  place  is  in  a  finely  improved  con- 
dition, with  excellent  farm  buildings,  and  well 
stocked.  When  it  came  into  the  possession  of  Mr. 
Tiramons.  in  September  1878,  it  was  untouched  l)y 
the  plow  and  bore  no  improvements.. 

Mr.  Timmons  was  born  in  Ross  County,  Ohio, 
Nov.  30,  1836.  He  was  reared  and  educated  in 
that  county,  making  it  his  home  for  a  number  of 
years  after  he  had  come  to  man's  estate.  Thence 
he  moved  to  Saline  Count}',  Mo.,  living  for  thir- 
teen years  near  Marshall.  He  then  came  to  this 
county,  making  his  home  as  above  noted. 

Ananias  Timmons,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  a  native  of  Maryland  and  of  German  parent- 
age. In  his  early  life  he  went  to  Ohio,  and  while 
yet  a  single  man  settled  on  a  farm  in  Ross  County, 
of  which  he  was  a  pioneer.  There  his  death  took 
place  very  suddenly  when  he  was  nearly  four-score 
years  old,  being  caused  by  apoplexy.  He  had 
married  an  Ohio  lady.  Miss  Ellen  Roten.  who  also 
died  in  Ross  County  when  about  eighty  years  old. 

S.  R.  Timmons,  son  of  the  above  noted,  and  fa- 
ther of  our  subject,  was  born  on  his  father's  home- 
stead in  Ohio,  and  there  reared  to  farm  pursuits. 
T'here  he  married  Rachael  Hanshaw,  who  was  born 


in  North  Carolina,  but  reared  in  Ross  Countj', 
Ohio,  where  her  parents  had  early  removed  from 
her  and  their  native  State.  Martin  and  Sarah 
Hanshaw,  parents  of  Mrs.  Rachael  T'immons,  lived 
to  be  quite  old,  having  retired  from  the  active 
duties  of  life  some  years  before  their  death.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  .S.  R.  Timmons.  Ijegan  their  married  life 
together  on  a  farm,  and  there  lived  until  the  death 
of  the  former.  The  sad  event  occurred  in  1874, 
and  was  caused  by  heart  disease,  which  struck  him 
down  suddenly  when  sixtj'  odd  years  old.  He  was 
a  moral  man  and  considered  one  of  the  best  farm- 
ers and  citizens  of  Ross  Count}^  His  widow  is  still 
living  and  is  now  moi'e  than  eighty-five  years  old. 
She  makes  her  home  with  her  son  Isaac,  in  Vinton 
County,  Ohio.  Our  subject  is  the  first  born  in  a 
farail}'  of  three  sons  and  three  daughters,  all  of 
whom  lived  to  maturity.  All  are  married  and  have 
families.  One  daugliter  has  departed  this  life,  her 
death  taking  place  in  Pottawatomie  County,  Kan. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  celebrated  liis 
marriage  to  Miss  Matilda  Baker  in  his  native 
county  and  at  the  home  of  tiie  bride.  She  was 
born  in  Jackson,  that  county,  Sept.  23,  1836  and 
was  there  reared  and  educated.  Her  parents. 
Josiah  and  Emma  (Schooly)  Baker,  were  natives 
of  the  same  county  and  were  there  reared  and 
married.  The}'  made  it  their  home  until  1865, 
when  they  removed  to  Saline  County,  Mo.,  near 
what  is  now  the  town  of  Slater.  There  the}'  are 
now  living  retired  from  active  life.  Mr.  Baker  is 
seventy-five  years  old,  and  his  wife  lias  passed  her 
three-score  years  and  ten.  They  have  been  mem- 
bers of  the  Christian  Chui-ch  fur  many  3'ears.  Mrs. 
Timmons  is  the  eldest  of  five  children,  two  sons 
and  three  daughters,  who  were  born  to  her  parents. 
All  are  still  living,  are  married  and  have  families. 

The  paternal  grandparents  of  Mrs.  Timmons 
were  Rev.  Joseph  and  Mary  (Hankins)  Baker,  na- 
tives of  Kentucky  and  of  German  ancestry.  They 
were  probably  married  in  Ohio,  and  they  lived  on 
a  farm  in  Ross  County  of  that  State  for  many 
years.  Mr.  Baker  was  a  soldier  during  the  war 
with  Mexico.  He  was  a  minister  in  the  Christian 
Church  the  most  of  his  life,  his  wife  being  a  mem- 
ber of  the  same  body.  He  was  also  a  successful 
farmer  and  trader,  and  at  the  time  of    his    decease 
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was  possessed  of  great  wealLli.  Both  lie  and  his 
wife  lived  to  be  quite  aged. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tiniiuons  nine  children  liave 
liL'en  born  of  whom  we  note  tlie  following  :  Jo- 
siah  married  Miss  Elizabetli  Bates,  and  lives  on  a 
farm  in  Saline  County,  Mo.  Emma  E.  is  the  wife 
of  Lewis  Kreeek,  a  liardwaro  dealer  iu  Clif 
ton.  Mary  A.  is  the  wife  of  P.  M.  Thomson  and 
lives  on  a  farm  in  Saline  County,  Mo.  Welcome 
C.  married  Miss  Magxie  Babb;  he  is  a  hardware 
dealer  in  Idana,  this  county.  W.  T.  Sherman  mar- 
ried Miss  Maggie  Gille.«pie,an<l  lives  on  his  father's 
farm.  Arvina  J.,  is  at  home.  Rachael  0.  married 
Henry  M.  Sorell  and  lives  on  a  farm  in  this  town- 
ship. Dais}^  H.  and  Sarah  M.,  are  at  home.  All 
are  well  informed,  well  educated,  and  all  but  four 
are  members  of  the  Christian  Church.  The  son, 
Welcome,  is  a  Deacon  in  tliat  body. 

Mr.  Timmons  is  a  sound  Republican.  Mrs.  Tira- 
mons  has  been  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church 
since  she  was  seventeen  years  of  age,  and  is  now 
united  with  that  organization  at  Vining.  The  fam- 
ily stand  high  in  the  respect  of  their  fellow-citizens 
as  people  of  intelligence,  good  breeding,  and  up- 
right characters. 


()HN   PISHNY,  Jk.     This    very   intelligent 
and  promising  young  farmer  of  Swede  Creek 

J  I  Township,  is  well  known  throughout  the 
.'  northern  part  of  Riley  County,  and  is  a 
universal  favorite.  He  operates  and  superintends 
his  father's  large  farm  of  640  acres,  and  although 
only  twenty-four  years  old,  exhibits  the  good  judg- 
ment and  forethought  of  a  man  many  years  his 
senior.  He  has  entered  upon  a  career  which  prom- 
ises much  for  the  future,  and  which  is  watched  with 
interest  by  hosts  of  friends. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  w.as  born  near  the  city 
of  Brumm,  in  the  Province  of  Moravia.  Austria, 
Feb.  15,  1S65.  but  his  recollections  of  his  early 
home  are  little  more  than  a  dream,  as  when  a  child 
of  four  years  he  was  brought  by  his  parents  to 
America.  Leaving  the  city  of  Bremen  in  the  spring 
of  1869,  they  embarked  on  the  steamer  "America," 


J 


and  after  an  ocean  voyage  of  fourteen  days  landed 
m  Castle  Garden,  N.  Y.  Thence  they  proceeded 
by  rail  to  Racine,  Wis.,  where  they  lived  two  years. 
In  1871  they  came  to  Kansas,  being  among  the  first 
settlers  on  the  prairie  of  Swede  Creek  Township. 
The  country  was  then  wild  and  unsettled,  and  game 
of  all  kinds  was  plentiful.  It  had  disappeared, 
however,  before  young  Pishny  was  large  enough  to 
hunt.  As  soon  as  old  enough,  he  was  required  to 
make  himself  useful,  and  began  following  the  plow 
and  driving  oxen  at  the  age  of  seven. 

In  consequence  of  being  thus  early  required  to 
labor,  Mr.  Pishny  received  only  limited  schooling, 
but  by  his  own  efforts  has  become  well  informed. 
At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  he  took  ciiarge  of  his 
father's  farm,  upon  which  he  has  made  almost  all 
of  the  improvements,  putting  up  a  stone  house,  a 
barn  and  other  buildings.  About  150  acres  is  un- 
der the  plow,  and  the  whole  enclosed  with  fencing. 
It  is  well-watered  by  living  springs,  and  there  are 
three  orchards  with  a  tenant  house.  The  family 
residence  stands  about  nine  miles  from  Blue  Rapids. 
The  land  is  largely  devoted  to  stock-raising.  Mr. 
Pishny  making  a  specialty  of  Polled-Angus  cattle, 
keeping  from  100  to  150  head,  and  shipping  about 
twenty  head  annuallj'.  He  keeps  about  fourteen 
head  of  graded  English  draft  horses,  utilizing  about 
three  teams  in  the  farm  work. 

John  Pishny,  Sr.,  the  father  of  our  subject,  is 
likewise  a  native  of  Moravia,  and  was  born  April 
28,  1838.  The  paternal  grandfather,  Frank  Pishny, 
owned  a  small  farm  in  his  native  Province  of  Mo- 
ravia, and  there  spent  his  entire  life.  John,  Sr., 
owned  and  operated  two  farms  there  until  coming 
to  America,  in  1869.  While  a  resident  of  Racine, 
Wis.,  he  worked  in  and  about  the  city  until  coming 
to  this  State.  After  his  arrival  here,  hf  liomwsteaded 
eighty  acres  of  his  present  land,  and  subsequently 
purchased  a  quarter-section  of  railroad  land  adjoin- 
ing. He  was  very  successful  as  a  tiller  of  the  soil, 
and  invested  his  surplus  capital  in  land  until  he  is 
now  the  owner  of  a  whole  section. 

ISIrs.  M.ary  (Stephan)  Pishny-  w.is  born  in  Mora- 
via, October  10,  1841.  and  is  the  daughter  of 
John  Stephan,  an  Austrian  farmer,  who,  with  his 
wife,  is  a  member  of  the  Evangelical  Church.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pishny  there  were  born  five  children, 
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viz:  Jolin,  Jr.,  Josie  W.,  Mrs.  Sraerchek,  of  Swede 
Creek  Township;  Annie,  Sally,  and  Mary,  at  liome 
with  their  parents.  .John,  Jr.,  although  meddl'ng 
very  little  with  public  affairs,  has  his  own  views 
upon  matters  and  things,  and  votes  independently. 

\T^OBERT  BURK.  In  circulating  among  the 
'm^  farmers  and  stock-raisers  of  Clifton  Town- 
(ii'\\  ship,  the  biographer  finds  few  who  have 
\^  been  more  thorough  or  successful  in  their 
labors  than  he  whose  name  stands  at  the  head  of 
this  sketch.  He  has  occupied  the  same  farm  since 
May,  1871,  this  being  finely  located  on  section  2, 
Clifton  Township.  He  was  unable  to  make  his 
entry  until  the  following  year  and  the  land  was  in 
its  primitive  condition  when  he  assumed  possession. 
He  came  hither  totally  without  means,  with  the 
exception  of  a  team  of  horses  and  $20  in  his 
pocket.  A  year  later  his  liorses  were  stolen  and 
he  had  many  other  difficulties  to  contend  with. 
After  homesteading  his  land,  he  in  order  to  obtain 
the  necessary  monej'  required  to  secure  his  title, 
went  into  the  State  of  Missouri  and  cut  cord  wood. 
He  labored  and  contrived  thus  for  a  number  of 
years  and  in  due  time  his  perseverance  and  in- 
dustry bore  their  legitimate  results.  He  has  now  a 
fine  tract  of  fertile  land  with  good  buildings,  with 
fruit  and  shade  trees  and  everything  about  the 
premises^for  his  comfort  and  convenience.  He  is 
numbered  among  the  solid  men  in  ihe  southwestern 
part  of    the  count}'. 

Mr.  Bulk  came  to  Kansas  from  Polk  County, 
Iowa,  where  he  had  moved  a  few  3'ears  i^revious 
from  Indiana.  He  had  been  a  resident  of  the  latter 
State  from  the  time  of  reaching  his  majorit}'.  His 
native  place  was  Belmont  County,  Ohio,  and  the 
date  of  his  birth  Oct.  22,  1826.  When  he  was  a 
boy  of  six  years  his  father  removed  to  Knox 
County,  Ohio,  where  he  sojourned  until  reaching 
his  majority  and  he  then  accompanied  the  family 
to  Northern  Indiana.  Samuel  Burk,  the  father  of 
our  subject,  was  born  in  Peunsylvania  but  w.ns 
taken  to  Ohio  by  his  parents  when  quite  young. 
He  was  reared  to  farming  pursuits  which  lie    fol- 


lowed uninterruptedly  through  life,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  time  he  served  as  a  soldier  in  the 
.war  of  1812.  He  was  married  in  Ohio  to  Miss 
Mary  Shouse.  The  mother  of  our  subject  was 
born  in  Virginia  of  German  parents  and  they  re- 
moved to  Ohio  when  she  was  quite  young,  whore 
she  was  reared  to  womanhood. 

Samuel  Burk  and  his  wife  after  their  marriage 
sojourned  for  a  time  in  Belmont  County.  Ohio,  and 
then  removed  to  Harrison  County.  Tliey  next 
took  up  their  residence  in  Knox  Countj',  that  State. 
and  after  the  birth  of  all  their  children,  set  out  in 
October,  1847,  for  another  home, "seeking  the  wilds 
of  St.  Joseph  County,  Ind.  They  there  spent  their 
last  days,  Samuel  Burk  passing  away  about  1885 
at  the  age  of  sixty -seven  years,  and  his  partner  in 
La  Porte  County,  that  State,  aged  seventy-four. 
Both  were  active  members  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church  in  which  Mr.  Burk  for  a  number  of 
years  officiated  regularly  as  a  local  preacher,  hav- 
ing received  a  license  therefor. 

Robert  Burk  was  the  eldest  son  and  third  ciiild 
in  a  family  of  three  sous  and  four  daughters  born 
to  his  parents,  but  he  has  only  one  brother  and  one 
sister  living,  they  being  residents  of  Indiana  and 
Nebraska.  lie  accompanied  the  famil}'  in  their  va- 
rious removals  from  one  county  to  another  in  the 
Buckeye  State,  and  spent  his  early  manhood  in  St. 
Joseph  County^Ind.,  where  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Arty  M.  i'uson.  This  lady  was  born  in  Champaign 
County,  Ohio,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Rev.  Joel 
Fuson,  a  minister  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Church. 
She  was  reared  and  educated  in  her  native  State 
.and  accompanied  her  husband  to  Kansas,  remaining 
his  faithful  companion  until  her  decease,  which 
took  place  at  her  home  in  Clifton  Township,  on  the 
19th  of  February,  1881.  Mrs.  Burk  had  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  I'nited  Brethren  Church  from  her  girl- 
hood. Her  union  with  our  subject  resulted  in  the 
birth  of  nine  children,  the  eldest  of  whom,  two 
daughters,  Jane  E.  and  Celia  A.  (Mrs.  Hetu)  are 
living  in  this  county.  Daniel  M.,  Mary  O.,  Robert 
W.,  Eliza  C,  John,  Samuel  and  Schuyler  C.  All 
are  married. 

Mr.  Burk  contracted  a  second  matrimonial  al- 
liance in  Sumner  County,  this  State,  with  Miss 
ilarthu  Rerick.     This  lady  was  born  in  St.  Joseph 


Farm  Residence  of  Eph  Badger. Sec 30  CliftonTp  Washington  Co  Kan 


Farm  Residence  of  GTB  Iman   Sec  31  sheridan Tp  Washington  Co  Kan 


Farm  Residence  OF  Robert  Burk,Sec.2.Clifton  TrW^kshington  Co. Kan 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOOxRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


CVnint}',  Ind.,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Henry  and 
Ann  (Hathaway)  Rerick  the  former  an  Indiana 
farmer.  Slie  came  to  Kansas  in  1872  witii  her  broth- 
ers. Mr.  Biirk  is  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the 
Inited  Bretliren  Cliureli,  with  wliich  he  has  been 
connected  for  the  long  period  of  forty  3'eari,  frc- 
(luently  filling  its  important  offices.  Politically, 
he  is  a  sound  Republican  .and  warmly  interested  in 
the  temperance  movement.  A  fine  lithograpliic 
engraving  of  the  home  of  Mr.  Burk  appears  on  an  • 
(jthcr  page  of  this  volume. 


EPHRAIM   BADGER    made   his   first    entry 
into  Kansas  in  1855,  he  being  then  a  lad  of 
i  fourteen.  Since  the  summer  of  1866,  he  has 

been  a  resident  of  Washington  County,  .assisting  to 
make  its  history,  and  no  one  takes  deeper  interest 
in  its  best  welfare  than  he.  He  and  his  wife  have 
passed  through  the  varied  scenes  of  pioneer  life, 
some  of  which  are  pleasant  to  recall  while  around 
others  cluster  bitter  memories.  The  home  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Badger  is  in  Clifton  Township,  on  section 
30  The  estate  comprises  land  in  the  adjoining 
section  31  also.  It  is  in  a  fine  state  of  cultivation, 
and  furnished  with  adequate  buildings,  is  also  well 
supplied  witli  forest  and  fruit  trees,  and  well 
stocked  with  good  breeds  of  horses,  cattle  and 
hogs.  A  view  of  the  residence,  with  other  import- 
ant buildings  and  a  portion  of  the  surrounding 
farm  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work. 

Our  subieet  was  born  in  Hartford  Township, 
Trumbull  ('o.,  Ohio,  on  Nov.  1,  1841,  and  is 
the  second  child  in  a  family  which  consisted  of 
seven  sons  and  five  daughters.  The  earl3'  boyhood 
of  Mr.  Badger  was  passed  in  his  native  county, 
whence  he  accompanied  his  father  to  this  State,  and 
settled  in  Riley  County,  not  far  from  Junction 
City,  the  claim  being  the  first  one  taken  on  the  Re- 
publican River.  It  was  surrounded  by  an  uncul- 
tivated waste  of  land,  where  Indians  and  wild  game 
abounded.  Buffaloes  could  be  seen  on  every  side. 
Tiiere  our  subject  lived  with  his  parents  until  after 
tlic  breaking  out  of  the  late  War,  when  he  deter- 
mined to  itevote  his  energies  to  the  service  of  his 


country.  He  therefore  enlisted  Nov.  8,  1861.  as 
a  member  of  Company  F,  6th  Kansas  Cavalry,  Col. 
.ludson  commanding.  He  participated  in  the  battle 
of  Prairie  Grove,  Ark.,  and  the  varied  skirmishes 
and  dashes  usual  to  a  cavalry  regiment.  He  was 
injured  in  his  back  and  hips  by  the  fall  of  his  horse 
and  was  discharged  after  a  service  of  three  years. 
During  his  term  of  service  he  became  of  age.  and 
while  still  in  the  army  he  was  married.  At  the 
conclusion  of  his  army  life  he  returned  to  Riley 
County,  and  there  remained  until  July,  1866;  com- 
ing thence  to  this  county,  in  the  fall  of  the  follow- 
ing 5'ear  he  entered  a  homestead  where  he  now  re- 
sides, and  which  he  has  since  made  his  home. 

In  Riley  County  the  rites  of  wedlock  were  cele- 
brated between  our  subject  and  Miss  Silvia  A. 
Honey.  She  was  born  in  Trumbull  County,  Ohio, 
Jul}'  27,  1844,  and  is  a  daughter  of  B.  V.  and 
Martha  (Curtis)  Honey.  Her  mother  died  in  Penn- 
sylvania when  the  daughter  was  but  two  years  old. 
The  father  removed  to  Wisconsin  with  his  family 
in  1856,  and  three  years  later,  coming  to  this  State, 
settled  on  the  Republican  River,  in  what  was  then 
Riley  County.  He  there  became  owner  of  a  farm, 
subsequently  obtained  another  in  this  county,  but 
is  now  living  in  Clyde,  Cloud  County,  and  has 
reached  the  age  of  sixtj'-seven  j-ears.  He  has  been 
a  farmer  and  gunsmith.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Badger 
three  children  have  been  born.  Alice  C.  is  the 
wife  of  D.  C.  Brooks;  Mattie  is  the  wife  of  Otis 
Brooks.  Both  are  living  on  farms  in  Clifton 
Township.     Francis  S.  is  at  home. 

John  S.  Badger,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Vermont,  of  New  England  parentage,  and 
English  descent.  He  was  reared  on  a  farm  in 
Windsor  County.  When  a  young  man  of  twenty- 
four  3'ears,  he  went  to  Ohio,  settling  in  what  was 
called  the  Western  Reserve.  He  was  there  married 
to  Lucinda  Fowler,  a  native  of  West  Virginia.  Her 
birth  took  place  near  Wheeling,  she  being  the 
daughter  of  Virginians,  and  both  her  parents  trac- 
ing their  aiicestrj-  to  Holland.  After  his  marriage 
Joiin  Badger  and  wife  began  life  together  in  Trum- 
bull County,  Ohio,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  potash.  B^rom  Trumbull  County 
he  removed  to  this  State,  entering  his  claim  on 
Jan.  1st,  1855.     He  became  well  known  among  the 
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earlj-  settlers,  his  homo  being  a  stopping-phxce  for 
western  travelers.  He  paid  $20  per  barrel  for  flour, 
17  per  100  pounds  for  corn  meal,  $9  per  100  pounds 
for  shorts,  thirty-seven  cents  per  pound  for  bacon 
and  a  proportionate  sum  for  other  articles.  He 
lived  to  see  his  place  improved,  and  the  country 
about  him  becoming  settled.  His  death  occurred 
in  1871,  he  being  then  fifty -seven  years  of  age. 
While  hauling  logs  to  build  a  new  house,  the  •hain 
broke  and  the  logs  rolled  over  him.  He  received 
such  injuries  as  to  occasion  his  death  seven  weeks 
later.  He  was  of  Republican  politics.  His  widow 
is  yet  living  in  Milford,  Kan.,  being  now  seventy 
years  old.  She  belongs  to  the  Christian  Church,  as 
did  her  husband.  Of  the  twelve  children  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Badger,  all  lived  to  be  married,  and 
ten  still  survive.  One  was  killed  in  the  State 
mines  at  California;  and  a  daughter  met  her  death 
by  being  thrown  from  a  horse. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  is  a  Republican 
and  stanch  in  his  support  of  the  party.  He  has 
been  .Justice  of  the  Peace  and  held  otiier  offices  in 
this  township.  He  is  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary 
intelligence,  genial  and  hosi)itable,  and  of  high 
moral  principles.  His  wife  is  his  able  coadjutor, 
and  dispenses  their  generous  hospitalty  with  kindly 
grace.  Among  the  residents  of  Washington  and 
Cloud  counties,  they  have  many  friends  and  are 
respected  by  all  who  know  them. 


/<j=^  ABRIEL  T.  B.  IMAN  is  one  of  Washington 
'Ml  (=,  County's  energetic  agriculturists.    His  farm 

'^41  is  located  on  section  31 .  Sheridan  Township, 
and  is  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  The  residence 
is  a  large  house  of  pleasing  design,  well  built  and 
well  furnished.  The  usual  farm  buildings  have 
lieen  erected  on  the  place  and  it  is  well  fenced.  Six 
acres  of  the  quarter-section  which  comprises  the 
estate  are  set  apart  as  an  orchard.  It  contains  fine 
varieties  of  fruit,  and  most  of  the  trees  are  bearing 
well.  Mr.  Iman  is  engaged  in  general  farming 
and  stock-raising,  and  has  all  the  stock  that  he  can 


cany  on  his  farm.  He  keeps  Poland-China  hogs, 
Clydesdale  horses  and  excellent  grades  of  cattle. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was 
Emanuel  Iman,  a  native  of  West  Virginia.  There 
he  married  and  spent  his  life,  dying  at  an  advanced 
age.  The  parents  of  our  subject  were  William  and 
Lucinda  (Malcolm)  Iman.  With  their  family  of 
six  sons  they  came  from  AVest  Virginia  to  this 
State.  They  located  in  Clay  County,  about  one 
mile  east  of  Clifton,  where  the  father  bought  160 
acres  of  land.  He  also  purchased  the  preemption 
right  of  the  same  man  from  whom  he  bought  the  par- 
tiall3nmprovod  160  acres.  Subsequently  he  home- 
steaded  160  acres.  His  entire  estate  then  comprised 
about  one-half  a  section,  as  both  the  160's  were 
fractional.  The  father  and  sons  improved  the  farm 
and  the  parents  spent  their  last  days  upon  it.  The 
father  departed  this  life  March  7,  1883,  aged  sixty- 
two  years.  The  mother  died  Sept.  28,  1888,  being 
about  threescore  j^ears  and  ten.  Both  were  mem  • 
bers  of  the  United  Brethren  Church. 

The  gentleman  whose  name  initiates  this  brief 
memoir  was  born  in  West  Virginia.  Feb.  10.  1851. 
He  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  received  his  educa- 
tion in  the  district  schools.  Having  arrived  at 
I  man's  estate  he  entered  a  homestead  claim  on  the 
land  which  he  now  occujjies.  This  was  in  1872, 
and  improvements  were  at  once  begun.  The  first 
house  was  a  frame  building,  14x16,  in  which  he 
kept  "bach"  a  part  of  the  time  before  his  marriage. 
This  interesting  event  took  place  in  1877,  and  Mr. 
Iman  built  an  addition  to  his  house,  making  a 
cozy  structure  of  five  rooms.  This  dwelling  was 
the  family  home  until  the  fall  of  1888,  wheu  it, 
together  with  a  considerable  portion  of  their  goods, 
was  destroj'cd  by  fire.  Mr.  Iman  immediately 
began  the  erection  of  his  present  commodious 
dwelling. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  .took  place  at  the 
residence  of  the  bride  in  Clifton.  Mrs.  Iman  bore 
the  maiden  name  of  Lydia  Berrj',  aud  is  a  daughter 
of  Rufus  Berry,  Esq.,  whose  sketch  occupies  an- 
other jiage  in  this  Album.  Four  bright  children 
have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Iman.  The 
youngest  is  yet  unnamed;  the  others  are  called 
Bertha,  Litta  and  Leslie. 

Mr.  Iman  is  a  strong  Re(iul)lican.     He  is  not  an 
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aspirant  to  office,  though  he  has  been  willing  to 
serve  his  fellow-citizens  as  Constable  of  the  Town- 
ship. He  held  that  office  for  one  term,  jierforming 
its  duties  in  a  creditable  manner.  He  takes  pleas- 
ure in  his  rural  home  and  work,  finding  especial 
delight  in  the  growth  of  the  orchard  which  he  has 
planted.  He  is  a  man  of  intelligence  and  integrity, 
and  a  reliable  citizen.  He  is  quietly  pursuing  his 
industrious  and  straightforward  way,  and  may 
confidently  look  forward  to  many  years  of  an  hon- 
ored and  useful  life. 


^^p^EORGE  W.RIECHERS.  No  man  in  (4oslien 
Township,  Cla}'  County,  is  a  finer  illustra- 
tion of  the  results  of  persevering  industry 
than  he  whose  name  stands  at  the  head  of  this 
sketch.  He  began  in  life  dependent  upon  his  own 
resources  and  is  now  surrounded  by  all  its  comforts 
in  the  shape  of  a  well  improved  f.arm  with  good 
buildings  and  all  appurtenances  of  the  modern 
country  estate.  A  native  of  the  former  Kingdom 
of  Hanover,  Germany,  he  was  born  near  the  town 
of  Attendorf.  Dec.  27,  1S31,  and  spert  his  early 
years  on  a  farm. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  George  H.  and  Re- 
becca (Sedoeff)  Riechers,  were  natives  of  the  same 
place  as  their  son,  and  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Cluireii  in  which  they  carefullj'  reared  their  fam- 
ily of  four  children,  of  whom  George  W.  was  next 
to  the  youngest.  The  mother  died  in  Germany 
about  1849.  The  father  later  was  married  to  Mrs. 
Shrouder,  and  died  in  his  native  province.  He 
likewise  was  a  Lutheran  in  religion  and  the  ancestry 
on  both  sides  of  the  house  as  far  back  as  is  known, 
belonged  to  that  same  church. 

After  obtaining  a  good  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools  young  Riechers  worked  on  a  farm  un- 
til 1853.  Then  he  set  sail  for  America  on  the  ship 
"John  Smith'"  under  command  of  Capt.  Warick, 
April  16,  th.at  year,  and  landed  in  New  Orleans 
June  24  following.  Thence  he  went  up  the  Missis- 
sippi to  St.  Louis.  Mo.,  where  he  worked  a  few 
months  and  from  there  eniigr.ated  to  Scott  Count3-, 
111.,  and  worked  on   a   farm    at   112  per  month  for 


three  years.  Then  in  company  with  his  employer. 
Charles  Gibbs.  he  removed  to  Jersey  County, [111., 
and  continued  to  work  for  Mr.  Gibbs  another  year. 

Returning  now  to  .Scott  County,  III,  Mr.  Riechers 
was  married,  in  December.  1861,  to  Mrs.  AVilhebnina 
Myers,  daughter  of  Bogeechlaft  Bottscherer.  a  na- 
tive of  Prussia,  and  whose  parents  were  likewise 
members  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  The  newly 
wedded  pair  commenced  the  iournej-  of  life  together 
in  Scott  County,  111.,  where  they  sojourned  until 
1865,  then  removed  to  Franklin  County.  Mo., 
where  Mr.  Riechers  operated  a  rented  farm.  In 
the  fall  of  1 870  he  purchased  1 60  acres  in  this  town- 
ship, where  he  lived  two  years.  There  was 
originally  upon  it  nothing  but  prairie  grass  and 
Mr.  Riechers  at  once  put  up  a  little  frame  house. 
In  1872  he  purchased  a  claim  of  160  acres  which  he 
now  occupies.  About  110  acres  of  this  have  been 
In-ought  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation  while  the 
balance  is  in  pasture  and  meadow.  Mr.  Riechers 
has  a  good  house  with  a  large  barn,  corn-crib  and 
granarj-,  and  the  other  structures  necessary  for  his 
convenience.  He  has  planted  an  orchard  of  fifty 
apple  trees  and  a  great  many  forest  trees. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  departed  this  life  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1873,  leaving  him  witii  a  family  of  four 
little  children.  He  thereafter  performed  the  part 
of  both  father  and  mother  and  remained  with  them 
until  they  were  grown.  His  eldest  daughter,  Mary. 
is  now  the  wife  of  Robert  Alexander,  a  well-to-do 
farmer  of  Goshen  Township.  William  died  in 
1878  when  about  fifteen  years  old.  August  and 
Frank  remain  with  their  father.  Mr.  Riechers  .and 
his  children  are  all  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Church  and  politicall}-,  Mr.  Riechers  supports  the 
principles  of  the  Democratic  party. 


-^^:>«^ 


ECTOR  McKENZIE.  The  main  points  in 
1.,  the  career  of  this  gentleman  who  is  num- 
—j/^  bered  among  the  well-to-do  farmers  of  Gar- 
(^p  field  Township,  are  as  follows  :  He  was 
born  in  Zora  Township,  Oxford  County,  Canada, 
in  1844  and  lived  there  until  a  youth  of  seventeen 
years.     He  then  began  sailing  on  the  lakes    Huron 
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and  Erie,  bat  two  seasons  of  this  kind  of  life 
sufficed  him  and  returning  to  terra  finna  he  entered 
the  employ  of  the  Great  AVcstern  Railroad  Com- 
pany with  whom  he  remained  five  years. 

We  next  find  him  in  the  Muskoka  district  where 
he  staid  one  year  and  then  seeking  the  Great  West 
with  his   father,  William    McKenzie,    (a    sketch  of 
whom  appears  elsewhere  in  this  volume)  at  Atchi- 
son, Kan.,  purchased  a  team  and   started  overland 
for  Clay  County.     In  Garfield  Township  our  sub- 
ject homesteaded  160  acres  and  bought  five  acres  of 
land  where  he  now  lives. 
'  There  was  not  a  shrub  or  a    tree  upon  tiie  place 
which  Mr.  McKenzie  selected  as  his  future  abode, 
only  long    prairie  grass    over  which    wild  animals    i 
roamed  undisturbed  by  the  presence  of   the  white 
man.     Having  used  up  his  small  capital    in  the  ac- 
quirement  of   this    propert}-,  Mr.    McKenzie  now 
went  into  Missouri  and  worked  on  a  railroad  about 
six    months.     He    then   returned    to  his  land   but 
later  went  on    a    buffalo  hunt  to    Phillips   County 
and  secured  a  wagon  load  of  meat  for  winter  use.    I 
Upon  returning   he  put  up  a   small  house,    12x16    | 
feet  in  dimensions,  borrowing  the  money  of    his  fa-   I 
ther  to  pay  for  the  lumber.     In  this  he   settled  for   | 
the  winter  but  the    following  spring  repaired   to 
Junction  City,and  worked  in  order  to  obtain  money 
with  which  to  buy  a  team. 

This  end  accomplished,  Mr.  McKenzie  set  about 
the  improvement  of  his  land,  to  which  he  has  since 
given  his  undivided  attention.  He  has  an  orchard 
of  700  apple  trees  and  good  buildings,  including 
a  substantial  frame  residence  and  the  usual  out- 
buildings required  by  the  enterprising  agriculturist. 
He  has  been  somewhat  prominent  in  local  affairs, 
serving  as  Constable  two  terms  and  gives  his  un- 
qualified support  to  the  Union  Labor  party. 


•pm-SiC— ^^^ 
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ILTON    .1.    IIOLLOWAY.      This   gentle- 
'*'    man  is  the  owner  and  occupant  of  a  good 
farm  in  (Jreenleaf   Township,  Washington 
County,  wluMc  he  devotes  his  attention  to 
farming  and  stock  business.      The   estate  compiises 


160  acres,  well  improved  and  thoroughly  culti- 
vated, and  is  located  on  section  6,  where  Mr.  IIoUo- 
wa3'  has  been  a  resident  since  Oct.  1875. 

The  Hollowa}'  family  trace  their  descent  from 
three  brothers  of  that  name,  who  emigrated  from 
England  to  America  prior  to  the  Revolutionar3' 
War.  They  were  men  who  lived  to  be  old,  reared 
large  families,  and  were  all  well  off.  The  one  from 
which  this  branch  of  the  family  springs,  first 
settled  in  New  Jersey,  and  afterward  removed  to 
Pennsylvania.  The  father  of  our  subject  was 
Moses  HoUoway,  born  in  Warren  Countj',  Ohio, 
March  15,  1797.  He  removed  to  Boone  County, 
Ind.,  and  there  lived,  engaged  in  farming,  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1878.  He  was  in  good 
financial  circumstancts.  He  was  for  more  than 
forty  years  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church,  and 
took  an  active  part  in  church  matters.  He  was  a 
son  of  Jacob  HoUoway,  a  native  of  the  Keystone 
State. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Jeanette  Buutin.  Her  birth  took  place  in 
Kentucky,  May  29,  1810.  Until  the  age  of  seven- 
teen, her  home  was  in  her  native  State.  She  tlien 
moved  to  Boone  County,  Ind.,  with  her  parents, 
and  there  she  and  Mr.  Hollowaj-  were  married 
about  the  year  1839.  She  was  a  daughter  of  John 
Buntin,  a  native  of  Kentucky.  She  bore  her  hus- 
band eight  children,  five  sons  and  three  daughters. 
They  were  named  respectively,  Amos  S.,  Elizabeth 
E.,  Hannah,  Perraelia  A..  John  M.,  Albert  N.  and 
Milton  J.  (twins)  and  David  H. 

Milton  J.  HoUoway,  of  whom  we  write,  was 
born  in  Boone  County.  Ind.,  Jan.  12,  1845.  He 
was  reared  on  the  home  farm  near  Mechanicsburg, 
and  received  the  usual  common  school  education. 
This  was  supplemented  by  a  thorough  .academic 
course  at  Frankfort,  Ind.  He  was  well  fitted  for 
teaching  and  followed  that  profession  in  his  early 
life.  In  1864,  though  not  yet  of  age,  he  joined 
the  Union  army,  as  a  private  in  Company  E.,  11th 
Infantry,  this  being  Gen.  Lew  Wallace's  Zouave 
Regiment,  wiiich  served  in  Indiana  on  detailed 
dutj',  guarding  prisoners,  etc.  Mr.  HoUoway  re- 
ceived his  discharge  in  Baltimore,  July  26,  1865, 
and  at  once  returned  to  his  native  Slate.  He  re- 
mained until  May,  1870,  when  he  went  to  Atchison, 
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Kan.  In  Oct.  1875,  he,  came  to  this  t'oiintv  and 
boiiglit  the  land  where  he  now  resides. 

In  Atchison  County,  Kan.,  March  !  1,  1874,  Mr. 
HoUowaj^  was  united  in  inafriage  with  Miss  Marj' 
R.  Cleghorn.  She  was  born  in  Sm_yth  County,  Va., 
Nov.  20.  1854,  hut  was  reared  and  educated  in 
Mount  Sterling,  Kj'.  Slie  is  a  lady  of  fine  intel- 
lectual attainments  and  refined  manners.  Her 
union  with  our  subject  has  been  blessed  liy  the 
birth  of  four  children  :  Grace,  born  Dec.  10,  1874; 
Albert  N.,  June  5,  1876  ;  Eva.  Oct.  12,  1877,  and 
Jessie,  Nov.  23,  1879. 

Mr.  HoUoway  is  a  stalwart  Republican.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  G.  A.  R.  Post  No.  134  at  Greenleaf. 
lie  belongs  to  the  School  Board  at  Greenleaf  and 
at  present  is  serving  as  Treasurer  of  that  body.  In 
1888  he  was  elected  Trustee  of  Greenleaf  Town- 
ship, and  is  the  present  incumbent  of  the  office. 
He  and  his  wife,  religiously,  are  members  of  the 
Christian  Church  in  which  he  holds  the  offlce  of 
Elder.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ilolloway  have  many  warm 
friends  in  the  section  where  they  reside,  and  enjoy 
the  respect  of  all  with  whom  they  come  in  contact. 


fjp^LOYD  L.  JOSLYN,  Attorney -at-law,  and 
1M@j  Editor  of  the  Greenleaf  Herald,  Washington 
_1\  County,  came  to  Kiinsas  in   February  1880, 

and  located  first  at  Frankfort,  in  Marshall  County, 
lie  wns  born  in  Woodstock,  McHenry  Co.,  III., 
July  15.  185().  The  Joslyns  originally  came  from 
England,  myny  generations  ago — the  old  English 
spelling  of  the  name  being  Gosselyne.  The  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  Lindsay  Joslyn,  was  a  native 
of  Vermont,  and  not  long  after  his  marriage  re- 
moved to  New  York,  and  in  1838,  with  his  younger 
children  emigrated  to  McHenry  County,  III.,  of 
which  he  was  a  pioneer.  He  was  a  blacksmith  by 
trade,  and  when  passing  through  what  is  now  Chi- 
cago, was  offered  for  almost  nothing  live  acres  of 
ground  now  in  the  heart  of  that  city,  on  which  to 
erect  a  blacksmith  shop,  but  would  not  take  it  as  a 
gift — on  such  small  things  does  fortune  hinge.  In 
McHenry  County  he  took  up  a  tract  of  Govorn- 
nicnl  land  and  became  a  f.-irnicr.  living  there   until 


a  short  time  before  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
1864,  when  he  was  aged  seventy-six  years.  His 
wife  died  a  few  years  before  him.  They  had  a 
numerous  family,  consisting  of  nine  sons  and  two 
daughters.  The  seventh  son,  Daniel  C,  was  the 
father  of  our  subject.  He  was  born  in  New  Y''ork 
while  his  parents  were  07i  the  road  from  Vermont, 
on  March  5,  1824,  snd  spent  his  first  fifteen  years 
in  Genesee  Countj-,  N.  Y.  He  worked  at  farming 
after  the  removal  to  Illinois,  and  followed  that 
vocation  for  several  years  after  reaching  manhood. 
He  also  became  a  railroad  contractor,  and  contracted 
for  the  building  of  part  of  Fox  River  Branch  of  the 
Chicago  c^'  Northwestern  Railroad.  He  was  engaged 
after  that  in  farming  at  a  place  which  he  owned  iu 
McHenry  County,  111.,  when  the  Rebellion  broke 
out,  and  leaving  his  farm  in  care  of  his  wife  he 
helped  to  raise  a  company  of  volunteers,  of  which 
he  was  made  First  Lieutenant.  The  company  was 
Co.  A.,  15th  Regiment,  Illinois  Infantry,  and 
served  in  the  Southwest,  first  under  Fremont  and 
later  under  Gen.  Grant,  taking  part  in  some  of  the 
desperate  battles  of  the  war.  After  a  service  of 
two  years,  Mr.  Joslyn  was  so  badly  crippled  by 
rheumatism  caused  by  exposure  that  he  was  com- 
pelled to  resign.  He  has  never  fully  recovered 
from  it.  After  his  return  he  farmed  until  1868. 
when  he  sold  and  removed  to  Elgin,  III.,  where  he 
owned  a  brick-yard  until  1878.  He  came  to 
Kansas  in  1880,  and  is  now  living  in  Greenleaf, 
giving  his  attention  to  the  breeding  of  fine  horses. 

Daniel  C.  Joslyn  was  married  in  McHenry 
County,  III.,  in  1854.  to  Miss  Lucy  Sheppard, 
daughter  of  Samuel  and  Polly  Sheppard.  She 
was  a  native  of  the  State  of  New  York,  born  in 
1829,  and  died  in  Elgin,  111.,  in  1871,  at  the  age  of 
forty-two  years.  This  couple  were  the  parents  of 
three  children,  of  whom  Floj'd  L.  is  the  eldest. 
The  next  was  Frank  S.,  who  died  in  Elgin,  at  the 
age  of  eleven  years.  The  youngest  is  Forester  D., 
who  is  unmarried,  and  is  now  a  resident  of  Mar- 
shall County,  Kan. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  educated  in  pri- 
vate and  public  schools  in  his  native  city  until  he 
was  thirteen  years  old,  at  which  time  the  family 
removed  to  Elgin,  and  in  that  city  until  the  death 
of   his   mother,  two  and  a    half  years   later,  he   at- 
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tended  a  graded  school,  on  leaving  which  he  began 
work  in  his  father's  bricli-j'ard,  and  remained  at 
that  occupation  two  years.  For  eighteen  months 
after  that  he  worked  in  a  furniture  store,  and 
eighteen  months  more  were  passed  as  a  clerk  in  the 
Elgin  Post  Office.  The  next  three  years  were 
passed  partly  in  work  and  jjartly  in  studying  law, 
and  after  the  removal  to  Kansas  he  completed  his 
studies  at  Frankfort,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
Sept.  9,  1882,  at  Marysville,  in  Marshall  County. 
He  began  practice  in  that  place,  but  shortly  after 
removed  to  Greenleaf,  where  he  has  since  been  en- 
gaged in  the  practice  of  his  profession.  Since 
May  1, 1889,  he  has  also  been  editor  and  publisher 
of  the  Herald. 

On  April  20,  1885,  Mr.  Joslyn  was  married  to 
Miss  Addie  M.  Davis,  daughter  of  Jefferson  C.  and 
Harriet  Davis,  of  (ireenleaf.  Mrs.  Joslj'u  was 
born  in  Logan  County,  Ohio,  Sept.  20,  1866.  They 
have  one  child — AVaitie  C.  Mr.  Joslyn  has  been 
Street  Commissioner,  City  Attorney,  and  City 
Clerk  since  his  residence  in  Greenleaf.  He  is  a 
member  of  Prosperity  Camp,  No.  766,  M.  W.  A., 
of  which  he  is  escort  and  representative  to  the 
head  camp;  is  also  a  member  of  Greenleaf  Lodge 
No.  106,  A.  O.  U.  W,  of  which  he  is  Master  Work- 
man ;  and  he  also  belongs  to  the  Select  Knights  of 
A.  O.  U.  W.,  and  is  commander  of  C.  J.  Huckett 
Legion,  No.  60.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat,  and 
in  1866  was  nominated  for  County  Attorney; 
though  the  County  is  too  strongly  Republican  to 
give  much  chance  for  election,  he  received  the  full 
vote  of  his  party,  who  have  confidence  in  his 
integrity  and  ability. 


,^^  TEPHEN  B.  PERCIVAL,  a  leading  laud- 
^^^  owner  of  Grant  Township,  Washington 
(l\/Jl)  County,  is  a  man  who  has  been  closely 
identiiied  with  its  most  important  interests 
for  many  years.  He  is  still  in  the  prime  of  life, 
having  been  born  May  20,  1846,  and  is  a  native  of 
Orleans  County,  N.  Y.  Upon  leaving  the  Emiiire 
State  liis  parents  emigrated  to  Livingston  County, 
Mich.,  where   lliey   lived   nine  years,  then  removed 


to  Kendall  County,  111.,  sojourning  there  two  years. 
Next  they  changed  tlieir  residence  to  Iroquois 
County,  111.,  where  they  lived  three  years,  then 
went  into  DeKalb  County,  being  there  at  tiie  time 
of  the  commencement  of  the  Civil  War. 

In  the  latter  part  of  1863  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  then  a  youth  of  seventeen  years,  entered  the 
Union  army  as  a  member  of  Company  B,  8th  Illi- 
nois Cavalry,  joining  the  regiment  when  it  was 
home  on  its  veteran  furlough.  He  returned  with  it 
to  the  field  on  the  Potomac,  and  with  his  comrades 
was  assigned  to  the  first  separate  brigade.  Army  of 
the  Potomac,  which  was  composed  of  the  8th  Illi- 
nois, and  13th  and  16th  New  York  Cavalry.  He  took 
part  in  the  battle  at  Mannassas  Junction,  and  later 
was  for  some  time  almost  continuallj-  fighting  the 
guerrillas,  who  were  numerous  around  the  city  of 
Washington.  On  the  night  of  Lincoln's  assassina- 
tion, the  regiment  of  Mr.  Percival  was  f  Jrty  miles 
from  the  city,  preparing  to  go  into  camp.  They 
received  orders  to  return,  and  after  fifteen  niinutes 
for  coffee  got  into  their  saddles  and  reached  tljcir 
destination  by  daylight.  They  remained  mountetl 
night  and  day  until  J.  Wilkes  Booth,  the  assassin, 
was  captured  by  their  brigade.  The  squad  of  which 
our  subject  was  a  member  followed  Booth  to  the 
river  on  the  Maryland  side,  when  the  command  on 
the  Virginia  side  made  the  capture. 

In  the  spring  of  1864  Mr.  Percival  was  confined 
in  the  Lincoln  Hospital  at  Washington,  where  he 
was  forced  to  staj'  for  about  six  weeks,  suffering 
with  biliovis  fever,  brought  on  by  exposure  at  Cami) 
Stoneman,  where  he,  with  his  comrades,  laj-  on  the 
bare,  damp  sand  for  several  nights  without  any- 
thing over  or  under  them.  Later  he  was  on  de- 
tached duty  in  the  city  as  dispatch  bearer  and 
orderly.  When  the  war  ended  he  received  his 
honorable  discharge  July  22,  1865,  at  Chicago, 
having  been  mustered  out  previously  at  St.  Louis. 
He  then  returned  to  Kendall  County,  111.,  and 
shortly  afterward  emigrated  across  the  Mississippi 
to  Pawnee  County,  Neb.,  to  which  his  parents  had 
removed  while  he  was  in  the  service. 

Mr.  Percival  now  took  up  a  iiomestead  in  Ne- 
braska, antl  on  the  ITthof  June,  1866,  was  united  in 
marriage  witii  Miss  Louisa,  daughter  of  George  and 
Catherine    BissoU,    of    Brown    County,  Kan.     The 
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young-  people  located  upon  their  property  and  lived 
there  nine  years,  then  Mr.  Percival,  selling  out, 
came  in  the  fall  of  1874  to  Washington  County 
Kan.,  and  purchased  210  acres  of  land  on  sections 
.5  and  6  in  Grant  Township,  making  his  home  on 
the  southwest  quarter  of  section  5.  Later  he  added 
to  his  real  estate  Ijy  the  pureh.ase  of  "200  more  acres 
and  lie  now  has  140  acres  under  the  plow.  lie  has 
planted  for  his  own  use  apples,  pears,  grapes  and 
peaches,  all  of  which  have  been  very  prolific.  He 
put  up  one  of  the  best  houses  in  his  neighborhood 
in  1881,  this  being  34x30  feel  in  dimensions  and 
one  and  one-half  stories  high. 

Mrs.  Louisa  Percival  departed  this  life  Sept.  11, 
1884,  leaving  four  daughters:  Estella  Nora  married 
.lonas  Pruitt,  of  Illinois;  they  are  now  living  on  a 
farm  in  Pike  County,  Mo.,  and  are  the  parents 
of  two  children — Ina  and  Ora.  EtHe  Catherine, 
Elsie  Maude  and  Roxana  are  at  home  with  their 
father.  Mr.  Percival  has  an  adopted  son,  Carlos 
Bissell,  who  became  a  member  of  the  family  in 
1883,  at  the  age  of  eight  years,  and  is  now  a  prom- 
ising lad  of  fifteen.  Mr.  Percival  on  the  1st  of 
May,  1886,  contracted  a  second  marriage  with  Mrs. 
Susan  (Blosser)  Buckmaster,  who  had  two  adopted 
children :  Ettie  Burright,  whom  she  took  at  the  age 
of  one  year  and  who  is  now  a  young  lady  of  twenty, 
and  Daisy,  who  was  left  upon  her  doorstep  in  1882, 
wiien  a  babe  a  few  days  old,  in  Tama  County,  Iowa, 
pnd  who  has  been  kindly  cared  for  since. 

Mr.  Percival  takes  an  interest  in  party  politics, 
and  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  Republican  principles. 
He  has  been  the  nominee  of  his  party  for  Sheriff, 
and  has  held  manj'  township  offices,  among  them 
Treasurer  of  the  old  township,  two  years,  and  of 
the  new  the  same  length  of  time;  he  has  also  been 
School  Treasurer  for  the  past  nine  years.  His  first 
wife,  a  very  intelligent  lady,  was  clerk  of  the  school 
district  six  years  prior  to  her  decease.  The  father 
of  our  subject  was  Stephen  D.  Percival,  a  Wesleyan 
Methodist  preacher  who  died  in  1883  in  Pawnee 
County,  Neb.  The  mother,  Mrs.  Roxana  (Blanch- 
ard)  Percival  is  still  living  there  on  the  old  home- 
stead. Both  were  natives  of  New  York  State. 
They  were  the  parents  of  fifteen  children,  twelve 
of  whom  lived  to  mature  years  and  all  of  whom  are 
married,  with    families.      Edgar   died    in  Oklahoma 


during  the  past  season  from  the  effect  of  wounds 
received  in  the  Union  service,  in  which  he  was  a 
commissioned  ofliccr  from  the  opening  until  the 
close,  and  at  Atlanta  was  shot  through  the  left  lung. 
On  another  page  may  be  found  a  lithographic 
engraving  of  the  pleasant  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Percival. 


J  I  OHN  WOODRUFF,  a  homesteader  of  1870, 
established  himself  that  year  on  section  22. 
in  Clifton  Township,  where  he  has  1  GO  acres 
^_^  of  good  land,  and  where  he  has  lived  since 
the  fall  of  the  above-mentioned  year.  He  also  owns 
120  acres  in  another  part  of  the  township.  All  his 
land  is  in  a  productive  condition,  and  the  two  farms 
have  upon  them  good  frame  buildings.  A  course  of 
industry,  diligently  followed,  has  resulted  in  the  ac- 
cumulation of  a  fair  supply  of  this  world's  goods, 
while  the  sterling  worth  of  his  character  has  made 
Mr.  Woodruff  one  of  the  most  highly  esteemed 
men  in  his  community.  He  is  still  on  the  sunny 
side  of  forty,  having  been  born  March  5,  18.50.  in 
Oakland  County,  Mich. 

Erastus  Woodruff,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
a  native  of  New  York  State,  and  when  a  boy  emi- 
grated with  his  parents  to  Michigan,  where  the  lat- 
ter died  and  where  Erastus  was  reared  to  man's 
estate.  He  started  out  in  life  for  himself  as  a  com- 
mon laborer.  He  chose  for  his  partner  in  life  Miss 
Malinda  Bullock,  who  was  likewise  born  in  New 
York  State  and  who  went  with  her  parents  to 
Michigan  when  quite  young.  The  two  families  were 
among  the  earliest  pioneers  of  Oakland  County. 
After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Woodruff  so- 
journed for  a  time  in  Oakland  County,  then 
removed  to  Washtenaw  County,  where  thej'  pre- 
empted land  and  made  some  improvements.  Then 
selling  out  tliey  returned  to  their  old  neighborhood 
in  Oakland  County,  where  they  have  since  made 
their  home.  Tliey  are  now  comfortably  situated 
and  are  aged  seventy  and  sixt3'-five  years  respect- 
ively.    Both  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  spent  his  early  life  in 
the  wilds  of  Michigan,  attending  the  pioneer 
schools  and   remaining  a  member  of    the    parental 
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household  until  reaching  his  majority.  He  then 
determined  to  seek  his  fortune  west  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, and  coming  to  Washington  County,  this 
State,  not  only  secured  a  home  but  a  wife,  being 
married  in  1872  to  Miss  Elizabeth  A.  Sager.  Mrs. 
Woodruff  was  born  in  Prince  Edward  County, 
Province  of  Ontario,  Canada,  Feb.  11,  1864,  and  is 
the  sister  of  James  Sager,  who  is  represented  else- 
where in  this  volume  and  in  whose  biography  will 
be  noted  the  parental  history.  James  and  William 
Sager  came  to  Kansas  wlien  young  men  and  were 
joined  later  by  Miss  Elizabeth  A.  and  a  younger 
brother,  Joseph.  Tlie  j'Oung  lady  kept  house  for 
her  brother  James  until  her  marriage.  Of  her 
union  with  Mr.  AVoodruff  there  was  born  one  child 
only,  who  died  in  infancy.  Mr.  Woodruff  makes 
a  specialty  of  attending  to  his  own  concerns,  med- 
dling very  little  with  outside  affairs,  and  is  neither 
a  politician  or  an  office-holder.  He  keeps  himself 
posted  upon  current  events,  however,  and  gives  his 
support  to  the  Republican  party. 


<^  UGUST  SOLLER,  cashier  of  the  Exchange 
^0|    Bank  of  Linn.,  is  one  of  tlie  most  promis- 

jPlt  ing  young  men  of  Washington  County, 
^f  He  was  born  in  the  eastern  part  of  Switzer- 

land, Aug.  27,  1858.  His  parents  died  when 
our  subject  was  a  small  boy,  and  he  was  left  an  or- 
phan with  very  little  means.  The  small  sum  was 
expended  upon  his  rearing  and  education,  so  that 
upon  arriving  at  manhood  he  was  penniless. 

In  1 880  Mr.  Soller  came  to  the  United  States, 
and  the  same  year  arrived  in  this  county,  reaching 
here  before  there  were  any  houses  in  the  town  of 
Linn.  He  went  to  a  farmer  near  Hanover,  this 
county,  and  worked  for  $10  per  month.  Preferring 
to  become  educated  in  the  English  langu.ige,  he 
entered  the  employ  of  Dr.  Wm.  Jacobs,  of  Han- 
over, as  chore-boy.  working  for  his  board  while 
attending  school.  In  this  way  he  soon  acquired 
the  English  language,  lie  remained  in  Hanover 
until  the  fall  of    1881,  when  he  entered  the  employ 


of  Capt.  Rockefeller.  That  gentleman  had  charge 
of  the  postofflce  and  a  store,  at  Washington,  the 
countj'  seat,  and  our  subject  became  chore-boy 
therein.  A  year  later  his  former  employer.  Dr. 
William  Jacobs,  of  Hanover,  having  been  elected 
County  Treasurer  and  removed  to  Washington,  he 
re-entered  his  employ,  working  as  before  and  at- 
tending school  for  some  time.  He  made  his  home 
with  Dr.  William  Jacobs  until  the  middle  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1886.  During  this  time  he  attended  two 
terms  of  the  County  Normal  School,  and  spent  six 
months  in  attendance  at  Drake  University  in  Des 
Moines,  Iowa.  He  was  very  ambitious  to  obtain 
a  good  English  education  and  refused  important 
positions  in  order  to  attend  school.  To  Dr.  Jacobs, 
Mr.  Soller  feels  that  he  owes  a  lasting  deljt  of  grati- 
tude, for  assisting  him  at  a  time  when  he  needed 
help. 

In  January,  1886,  Mr.  Soller  was  appointed 
Deputy  County  Clerk  of  this  county  under  John  E. 
Pickard,  and  served  in  that  capacity  until  Feb.  14. 
1887,  when  he  accepted  his  present  position  and 
the  following  day  took  charge  of  the  Exchange 
Bank.  The  bank  is  incorporated  with  a  capital  of 
$50,000  and  is  doing  a  good  business.  Mr.  Soller 
was  twice  elected  Township  Treasurer  of  Linn 
Township,  receiving  a  large  majoritj^  and  in  that 
position  is  serving  the  people  to  their  entire  satis- 
faction. 

In  Miss  Ida  Meyer,  of  Logan  Township,  this 
county,  Mr.  Soller  found  a  young  lady  who  united 
in  her  own  person  all  the  qualities  he  desired  in  a 
life  companion.  His  regard  being  reciprocated, 
they  were  united  in  marriage  Nov.  27,  1888.  Mrs. 
Soller  is  a  daughter  of  Henry  Meyer,  a  prosperous 
farmer  of  I^ogan  Township,  where  she  was  born. 
Mr.  Meyer  is  the  occupant  of  a  beautiful  farm, 
which  he  homesteaded  in  1868,  upon  first  entering 
this  county,  of  which  he  is  a  pioneer  resident. 

Mr.  Soller  is  Secretary  of  the  Masonic  Lodge  in 
Linn  and  also  holds  the  office  of  Receiver  in  the 
A.O.U.W.     He  endorses  the  principles  of  the   Ke- 

j    publican    party    by    voice    and     vote.       He    was 
brought  up   a  Lutheran  and  gives  liberally  to    the 

I   support  of  the    Gospel.     Mrs.  Soller  is  a  memlier 
of  the  Evangelical  Association  of    this  place.     Mr. 

j    Soller    is    respected    by    all   who    know    him,   au<l. 
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should  no  unforeseen  misfortunes  beset  his  path, 
has  a  brilliant  future  awaiting  him.  M'-.  and  Mrs. 
Soller  are  the  i)areuts  of  one  child,  Albert  William 
Soller.  born  Oct.  G.  l«8ii.  I 


eHARLES  W.  JORDAN.  In  the  ttourisiiinjT 
city  of  Clay  Center,  and  among  its  business 
enterprises,  the  fine  store  known  as  the 
"Leader,"  is  prominent.  This  establishment  is  situ- 
ated on  Lincoln  avenue,  and  was  opened  on  the  1st 
of  May.  1888,  with  a  fine  stock  of  dry  goods  and 
clothing,  and  has  already  built  up  a  nourishing 
trade.  The  gentleman  above  named,  who  is  its 
jiroprietor,  has  had  a  tliorough  business  education 
in  mercantile  pursuits,  and  displays  marked  ability 
therein.  His  high  moral  character  is  not  put  on  .as 
a  garment  for  Sunday  use,  but  is  exhibited  in  busi- 
ness trans.actions  as  well  as  in  private  life,  and  his 
reputation  for  strict  integrity  is  an  important  fac- 
tor in  the  success  with  which  he  is  meeting. 

Mr.  Jordan  was  born  at  Monroeville.  Ohio,  Jan. 
IG,  1854,  and  there  received  his  education.  At  the 
age  of  fifteen  years  he  engaged  in  the  dry  goods 
business,  remaining  in  his  native  town  till  lt<72. 
He  then  went  on  the  road  as  a  commercial  travclei'. 
acting  in  that  capacity  for  eight  years.  Coming 
to  Kansas  in  1878,  he  spent  two  j'ears  as  a  salesman 
in  Winfield,  and  then  going  to  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  en- 
gaged .as  a  traveling  salesman  for  the  dry-goods 
house  of  Tootle,  llosea  &  Co.,  the  oldest  firm  in 
the  West.  His  route  was  through  Kansas,  and  he 
traveled  it  for  five  years.  He  then,  on  the  1st  of 
March,  1885,  embarked  in  business  at  Miltonvalo. 
Kan.,  where  he  remained  until  the  1st  of  M.ay. 
I.SSH,  and  then  opened  his  establishment  in  Clay 
Center,  which  he  expects  to  be  his  permanent  lo- 
cation. 

.\t  the  home  of  the  bride,  in  Monroeville,  Ohio. 
Dec.  27,  1883.  Mr.  Jordan  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Marian  L.  Hamilton,  an  estimable  young 
lady,  who  vvas  born  in  that  town.  She  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  James  and  Bethulia  Hamilton,  and  received 
an  excellent  education  and  careful  training  in  her 
native  place.     Her  union  with  Mr.  Jordan  has  been 


blessed  by  the  birth  of  two  clilldren,  a  daughter 
and  son.  The  daughter,  Margaret,  is  now  four 
years  of  age;  the  son.  Charles  W..  died  when  quite 
young. 

Robert  K.  Jordan,  the  father  of  our  sulijeet,  was 
born  in  the  Buckeye  St.ate,  being  the  son  of  one  of 
Ohio's  early  settlers.  He  was  graduated  at  Gran- 
ville College,  Ohio,  and  engaged  in  the  ministry 
in  the  Baptist  Church.  He  married  Miss  Mary  Ann 
Clock,  who  died  when  our  subject  w.as  an  infant. 
He  departed  this  life  at  Livermore,  Cal.,  in  Octo- 
ber, 188-3,  aged  seventy-two  years.  For  thirteen 
years  previous  to  his  death  he  h.ad  been  living  on 
his  frnit  farm,  having  retired  from  his  ministerial 
work  after  many  years  of  usefidness. 

p]lsewhere  in  this  volume  m.ay  be  found  a  por- 
trait Of  our  subject,  which  forms  a  valuable  addi- 
tion to  a  work  perpetuating  the  life  records  and 
features  of  in'ominent  citizens  of  Clay  (ountw 
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eHARLES  L.  IIAMMELL  is  engaged  in 
farming  in  Sherman  Township.  Washington 
_  County.  His  well  improved  and  cultivated 
farm  is  located  on  section  19.  and  consists  of  320 
acres.  He  was  born  in  (Juincy,  HI..,  Sept.  8,  1844.  His 
boyhood  and  youth  until  the  age  of  fifteen  were 
passed  in  Burlington.  Iowa,  where  he  was  educated. 
In  1860  he  went  to  Pike  County,  111.,  where  he  re- 
mained until  18U2.  He  then  enlisted  in  the  Union 
service,  and  was  mustered  in  at  Florence,  III., 
Aug.  23,  18G2,  as  a  member  of  Cohipany  C.  !l!)th 
IlliiHjis  Infantry.  The  regiment  formed  a  i)art  of 
the  First  Brigade  in  the  First  Division  of  the  13th 
Army  Corps.  Mr.  Hamraell  participated  in  the 
battles  of  A'icksburg  and  Jackson,  Miss.,  as  vvell 
as  many  minor  engagements.  Having  faithfully 
served  his  country  until  July  31,  18C5,  lie  w.as  then 
honorably  discharged  at  Baton  Rouge.  In  tiie 
siningof  1870  he  came  to  Kansas  and  filed  a  lionu'- 
stead  claim  on  the  land  which  he  now  occupies. 

The  father  of  our  subject  w.as  liorn  in  Burliiig- 
ttiu.  N.  J.,  in  1811.  and  bore  the  name  of  .lohn. 
He  moved  to  i^iincy,  111.,  in   1811,  ami    thence    in 
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1873  to  this  county.  Here  he  was  living  at  the 
tinje  of  his  death,  which  took  place  Dec.  31,  1879. 
He  was  engaged  in  tilling  tlie  soil.  The  Hamnaell 
family  were  of  German  extraction. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  is  now  living  in 
this  county.  She  was  born  in  Mount  Hollj',  N.  J., 
Sept.  7,  1808,  and  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Esther  A.  Leeds.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  as  was  her  husband.  Her 
union  with  Mr.  Haramell  resulted  in  the  birth  of 
four  children.  They  are  named,  respectively: 
Charles  L.,  Alice  J.,  Robert  T.  and  John  W.  All 
are  living  except  the  daughter,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  twenty-two  years. 

In  1874  Mr.  Ilammell  was  married  to  Miss  Hat- 
tie  Ward,  a  native  of  Pike  County,  111.  The  union 
was  blessed  by  the  birth  of  three  children — Charles 
T.,  Stella  J.  and  Mary  E.,  all  of  whom  are  now 
living.  The  wife  departed  this  life  in  1880,  at  the 
age  of  twenty-seven  years.  Mr.  Hammell  was 
again  married  on  tlie  7th  of  September,  1884.  The 
bride  in  this  instance  was  Miss  Jennie  C.  Beeson, 
who  was  born  in  DeSoto,  Johnson  Co.,  Kan., 
Dec.  30,  1861.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Harvey  and 
Elizabeth  Beeson,  natives  of  Iowa.  The  result  of 
the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hammell  has  been  the 
birth  of  one  child — Hattie  J.  They  occupy  a 
pleasant  home,  which  is  represented  by  a  view  else- 
where in  this  Ai.iiUM. 

Mr.  H.immell  is  identified  with  the  A.  O.  U.  W., 
belonging  to  Palmer  Lodge  No.  166.  He  is  a 
gentleman  of  excellent  character,  intelligent  and 
observing,  and  is  respected  b}'  his  neighbors  and 
fellow-citizens. 


J~i  ULRTS  R.  TRIPP,  Postmaster  and  Cashier  of 
I  the  Exchange  Bank  at  Barnes,  bears  the 
I  reputation  of  a  man  whose  career  has  been 
highly  creditable  and  one  whicii  has  com- 
mended him  to  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  his  fel- 
low-citizens. Upright  in  his  dealings,  generous  and 
public-spirited,  he  has  ever  been  on  tlie  side  of 
progress  and  reform  and  tlie  uniform  encouragerof 
llie  enterprises  calculated  to  Ijuild  up  the  moral  and 
religious  elements  of  society.      In  his  prui 


labors  in  tliis  direction,  he  has  received  the  encour- 
agement of  one  of  the  best  of  women — a  lady  pos- 
sessing rare  virtues  and  who  lias  assisted  in  drawing 
around  herself  and  her  family  the  best  social  ele- 
ments of  the  community.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tripp  liave 
a  home  which,  without  anj-  pretentions  to  elegance, 
is  encircled  by  an  air  of  comfort  and  refinement 
which  makes  it  a  most  delightful  ])lace  of  resort. 

A  native  of  Warren  County,  N.  Y.,  the  sub-  1 
ject  of  this  notice  was  born  Oct.  29,  1849,  and  is 
the  son  of  Alfred  W.  Tripp,  whose  native  place  was 
Warrensburg,  N.  Y.,  and  whose  birth  occurred 
March  27,  1822.  The  latter  emigrated  to  Wis- 
consin about  1850  and  sojourned  in  tiiat  State  until 
1879.  Then  coming  to  Kansas  he  established  him- 
self on  a  tract  of  land  in  Barnes  Township,  wiiere 
he  lived  until  1885.  That  year  he  was  appointed 
as  Postmaster  of  Barnes,  which  office  he  held  four 
years.  He  is  now  somewhat  aged  and  with  the  ex- 
ception of  performing  the  light  duties  of  Deputy 
Postmaster  has  retired  from  active  labor.  In  poli- 
tics he  is  a  Democrat  but  has  never  taken  anv 
prominent  part  in  public  affairs. 

The  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  were 
Jesse  and  Ann  (Bond)  Tripp,  both  natives  of  New 
York  State  and  to  whom  was  born  a  family  of 
eight  children — Alfred  W.  being  next  to  tlie 
youngest.  The  latter,  in  1849,  was  married  to 
Miss  Mary  A.  Girard  in  Warren  County,  N.  Y. 
She  was  born  in  that  county  May  30,  1828,  and  is 
the  daughter  of  Gilbert  and  Ann  (Baker)  Girard, 
likewise  natives  of  the  Empire  State;  she  is  still 
living.  Besides  our  subject  there  were  only  two 
children — Annie  J.,  now  Mrs.  J.  II.  Freeby,  of  this 
county,  and  Ida  M.,  who  died  July  1st,  1883. 

The  boyhood  and  youth  of  Julius  R.  Tripp  were 
spent  in  his  native  county  and  he  completed  his 
education  in  Wisconsin,  to  which  State  he  removed 
with  his  parents.  Later  he  assisted  his  father  on 
the  farm  and  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  until 
1876.  That  year  he  came  to  Washington  County, 
Kan.,  settling  near  the  present  site  of  Barnes.  He 
contributed  his  quota  toward  the  establisiiment  of 
the  town  and  in  1879  was  appointed  Station  Agent 
for  the  Chicago,  Burlington  and  Union  Pacific 
Railroad  Company  at  Barnes  which  position  he 
ly    J    held  until  1886.      That  year    he   was  made  Cashier 
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of  the  Exchange  Bank,  which  position  he  has  since 
held.  At  the  same  time  he  operated  his  farm  of 
240  acres,  located  on  sections  6  and  16,  Barnes 
Township. 

Mr.  Tripp  began  life  for  himself  without  means, 
and  his  present  standing,  financially,  indicates  the 
perseverance  and  induslrj-  with  which  he  has  la- 
bored. He  is  a  thorough  and  accurate  business 
man  and  well  qualified  for  the  responsible  position 
which  he  holds  in  connection  with  the  bank.  So- 
cially, he  belongs  to  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  being  a 
member  in  good  standing  of  Lodge  No.  276  at 
Barnes,  of  which  he  is  a  charter  member,  also  a 
member  of  Marshall  Encampment  No.  50  of  Barnes. 
Politically,  he  is  a  sound  Republican. 

On  the  29th  of  October,  1881,  occurred  the  mar- 
riage of  Julius  R.  Tripp  with  Ella  F.  Dikeman.  Mrs. 
Tripp  was  born  in  Rutland  County,  Vt.,  July  12, 
1859,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Frederick  A.  and 
Martha  (Whitney)  Dikeman  who  were  natives  of 
Vermont.  F.  A.  Dikeman  died  at  Saratoga  Springs, 
N.  Y.,  July  12,  1867.  Martha  Dikeman  is  a  resi- 
dent of  Washington  County.  The  household 
circle  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tripp  includes  three  chil- 
dren— Frank  E.,  Ida  C.  and  Alfred  W.  Jr.  The 
family  residence  is  in  the  west  part  of  town  and  is 
the  frequent  resort  of  its  best  people. 


(|I_^^ENRY  W.  STACKPOLE,  L.L.B.,  junior 
'Ij  jj)  member  of  the  firm  of  A^nthony  &  Stack- 
'^^^  pole,  is  one  of  the  prominent  attorneys  of 
(i^  Clay  Center,  and  possesses  many  of  the  sub- 
stantial qualities  of  his  New  England  ancestry.  He 
was  born  in  Ellsworth,  Hancock  Co.,  Me.,  Oct.  26, 
1856,  where  he  lived  until  five  years  old  and  later 
resided  at  Portland  and  other  places.  His  native 
place  was  also  the  birthplace  of  Eugene  Hale,  sub- 
sequently a  United  States  Senator,  and  with  whom 
he  was  acquainted. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  Greenleaf  Stack- 
pole,  Jr.,  who  was  born  in  the  same  place  as  his 
son  Henry,  July  12,  1833.  He  married  Miss  Ma- 
linda  A.  Rice  of  Hampden.  Penobscot  Co.,  Me., 
and    operated  as    an  inventor   ami    patent   solictor 


after  removal  to  New  York  City  in  1863.  He  con- 
tinued as  a  patent  solicitor  and  later  in  life  changed 
his  residence  to  Elizabeth,  N.  J.,  where  he  lived  for 
ten  years  prior  to  his  decease,  although  at  the  same 
time  doing  business  in  the  metropolis.  His  death 
took  place  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  12,  1881. 
Henry  W.  was  his  only  child.  The  widowed 
mother  of  thelatter  is  still  a  resident  of  Elizabeth, 
N.  J. 

The  subject  of^this  sketch  after  leaving  the  com- 
mon school  finished  his  preparatory  course  at  the 
somewhat  famous  school  of , Rev.  T.  ]F.  Pingry,  D. 
D.,  in  Elizabeth,  N.  J.,  and  later 'entered  the  law 
department  of  Columbia  College  of  New  York< 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  the  class  of  1877 
with  the  degree  of  L.L.B.  That  same  year  he  was 
admitted  to  practice  in  the  courts  of  New  York 
State,l)ut'afew  weeksjater'setout  for  the  West, locat- 
ing in  Manhattan,  this  State,  where  he  followed 
his  profession  for  a  period  of  ten  years.  Thence 
in  1887  he  removed  to  Clay  Center,  and  was  for- 
tunate in  becoming  associated  with  his  present 
partner,  C.  M.  Anthony-,  the  oldest  practicing  at- 
torney of  note  in  the  city.  Mr.  Stackpole  learned 
the  business  of  patent  solicitor  under  his  father  and 
continues  that  branch  in  addition  to  the  general 
practice  of  law. 

Mr.  Stackpole  has  made  for  himself  a  fine  repu- 
tation as  a  man  of  ability  professionally  .and  like- 
wise in  his  character  as  a  business  man  and  a  citi- 
zen. He  is  a  prominent  member  of  the  Republi- 
can party  and  is  frequently  sent  as  a  delegate  to 
the  County  Conventions.  He  has  little  desire  for 
office,  but  a  great  one  for  the  continued  success  of 
his  party.  He  is  an  honored  member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternitj',  being  Secretary  of  his  lodge  and 
also  belongs  to  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  with  Miss  Electa  A. 
Foster  of  Elizabeth,  N.  J.,  occured  at  the  bride's 
home  in  Elizabeth,  N.  J.,  May  1,  1884.  This  lady 
was  born  in  the  above  mentioned  city,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  Marsh  and  Mary  (Fox)  Foster,  tlie 
former  of  whom  operated  as  a  contractor  and  also 
carried  on  a  sash  and  blind  factory  in  Elizabeth. 
He  died  there  in  November.  1881,  and  there  the 
mother  is  still  living.  Mrs  Stackpole  received  a 
<>ood  education,  being  specially  cultured  in  music. 
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and  was  afterwards  an  instructor  in  the  Conser- 
vatory at  Elizabeth,  N.J.  where  she  was  graduated. 

While  a  resident  of  Manhattan,  Mr.  Stac-kpole 
served  the  first  six  j-cars  of  his  residence  as  Police 
Magistrate  and  four  years  as  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
He  was  Clerk  of  the  Board  of  Education,  six  years 
and  Secretary  of  llie  Manhattan  Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A. 
M.,  seven  years.  He  assisted  in  the  organization 
of  tiie  Manhattan  Building  and  Loan  Association 
and  also  belongs  to  the  Phtenix  Loan  and  Building 
Association  of  Clay  Center.  It  will  thus  be 
seen  that  his  life  has  been  a  busy  one  and  being 
still  young  in  years  he  will  i)robably  gain  for  him- 
self further  laurels,  both  in  his  profession  and  as  a 
public-spirited  citizen. 

Mr.  Stackpole  was  in  1889  made  Secretary  of 
the  Claj-  County  Republican  Central  Committee, 
which  position  he  still  holds,  and  the  success  of  the 
entire  Republican  ticket  in  that  county  for  the  first 
time  in  an  off  year  for  ten  years,  was  largely  due 
to  his  untiring  efforts  in  its  behalf. 

—5 <^'d:' 4^ 
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lEREMIAH  MILES.     This  substantial  name 
is  familiar  to  most  of  the  older  residents  of 


^..,^11  Garfield  Township,  Clay  County,  within 
^^//  whose  limits  its  owner  first  set  foot  in  1870, 
and  his  career  has  been  such  as  to  commend  him  to 
the  confidence  and  esteem  of  his  fellow-citizens. 
Born  in  Miami  County,  Ohio,  May  13,  1820,  he  is 
thus  approaching  his  threescore-and-ten  years,  and 
has  made  for  himself  a  good  record  along  the  high- 
way of  life.  Of  southern  antecedents,  he  is  the  son 
of  David  Miles,  a  native  of  South  Carolina,  who 
was  born  in  1795,  and  who  emigrated  to  Miami 
County,  Ohio,  with  his  father,  David,  and  his  step- 
mother, Rebecca  (Golden)  Miles,  in  1810.  The 
first  wife  of  David  Miles  died  in  South  Carolina. 
The  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  lo- 
cated amid  the  heavy  timber  of  Miami  County, 
Ohio,  where  the  father  hewed  out  a  farm  from  the 
wilderness  and  where  with  his  estimable  wife  he 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  days.  Our  subject's 
grandfather  went  to  South  Cardlina  with  his  p.ar- 
ents.  William   and   Catherine    iMiles.  the   former  of 


whom  was  born  in  England  and  the  latter  in  Swi 
erland.  During  the  Revolutionary  times  their 
dwelling,  with  all  its  contents,  was  destroyed  while 
the  Whigs  and  Tories  were  on  their  plundering 
expeditions.  The  great-grandparents  of  our  sub- 
ject spent  their  last  da3's  in  South  Carolina.  His 
grandparents  and  parents  died  in  Ohio. 

In  Miami  County.  Ohio,  on  the  2.5th  of  August, 
1841.  Jeremiah  Miles  was  first  married  to  Miss  Re- 
becca K.,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Anna  (Kelley) 
Miles,  whose  parents  were  both  natives  of  South 
Carolina,  and  were  among  the  earliest  settlers  of  the 
Buckeye  State.  They  lived  in  the  latter  many 
years,  when  the  mother  died  and  the  father  re- 
moved to  the  vicinity  of  Richmond,  Ind.,  where  he 
spent  his  last  years.  The  paternal  grandparents  of ' 
Mrs.  Miles  were  William  and  Rachel  (Elemore) 
Miles;  they  likewise  were  early  settlers  of  Ohio, 
where  they  died.  On  the  maternal  side  of  the 
house  her  grandparents  were  Moses  and  Mary 
(Teague)  Kelley.  They  lived  in  Ohio  many  years 
and  Grandmother  Kelle}-  died  there.  Her  husband 
later  removed  to  Parke  County,  Ind.,  and  settled 
among  the  earliest  pioneers,  there  spending  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life. 

Jeremiah  Miles  was  a  resident  of  his  native  State 
until  1854,  being  then  a  man  of  thirty-four  years. 
Deciding  now  to  cross  the  Mississippi,  he  located  in 
Marshall  County,  Iowa,  and  thence  in  1866  removed 
to  Parke  County,  Ind.  Two  years  later  he  returned 
to  his  native  State,  and  from  there,  in  1870,  came 
to  Kansas  and  homesteaded  1 60  acres  of  his  piesent 
farm.  There  was  not  a  twig  or  a  tree  upon  the 
place.  Deer  and  antelopes  were  quite  plentiful. 
He  put  u|)  a  sod  house  at  a  time  when  there  were 
but  two  dwellings  on  the  road  between  this  point 
and  Clay  Center.  The  latter  was  then  a  ver}-  small 
village.  He  frequently  walked  there  to  obtain  his 
provisions,  carrying  them  home  on  his  back.  The 
little  family  occui)ied  the  sod  house  about  two  and 
one-half  years  and  tlien  moved  into  a  better  dwell- 
ing. 

That  tract  of  wild  prairie  land  now  hears  little 
resemblance  to  its  primitive  condition.  Modern 
buildings  embellish  it,  and  the  land  is  all  enclosed 
with  good  fencing  of  wire  and  hedge.  There  are 
forest  and    fruit  trees  and   all  t)tlier  accessories  of 
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the  modern  farm.  .Mr.  Miles  Ims  planted  an  m-eli.ard 
of  about  .JOO  trees  and  has  probably  100  grape 
vines.  Four  acres  are  devoted  to  walnut  timlier, 
with  some  Cottonwood  and  maple.  Adjacent  to  the 
dn-elling  is  the  barn,  stable.s,  corn-crilis  and  gran- 
Mr.  Miles  cast  his  tirst  Presiilential  vote  for 
Henry  Clay,  and  is  a  stanch  adherent  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Republican  party.  He  has  always 
been  one  of  the  representative  men  of  his  commu- 
nity and  has  occupied  most  of  the  local  offices. 
He  served  a.s  County  Commissioner  two  years,  was 
Assessor  one  year  and  has  been  a  member  of  the 
School  Board  fourteen  years.  He  and  his  family 
belong  to  the  Friends  Church  in  the  faitli  of  which 
his  ancestors  were  reared  as  far  back  as  is  known. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miles  became  the  parents  of  eight 
children,  the  eldest  of  whom.  Anna.l..  died  in  1862, 
when  about  twenty  years  old.  Esther;  Enos  P. 
lives  in  Clay  Center;  Joseph  J.  lives  at  home; 
Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of  Frederick  Wickstrom,  and 
they  live  in  tiie  State  of  Oregon;  Samuel  W.  is  also 
in  that  State;  David  and  John  (twins)  died  in  in- 
fancy. 


^^  LEXANDER  SPIERS.  There  is  not  within 
l^LJ'     tlic    limits  of  Linn  Township,  a  more  at- 
///  (i    tractive  home  than  that  of  Mr.  Spiers,  nor 
'^  a  finer    famil}-.     The    head  of    the  house- 

hold is  a  gentleman  of  more  than  ordinary  intelli- 
gence, enterprising,  active  and  public-spirited,  and 
liis  wife  is  a  well  educated  lady  who  was  formerly 
prominent  among  the  teachers  of  this  section,  hav- 
ing conducted  the  first  school  in  what  is  now  the 
Lmn  district,  in  the  private  dwelling  of  Mr.  Fred- 
erick Bedker  on  section  28,  the  school  being  main- 
tained by  subscription.  There  has  been  a  vast 
change  in  the  school  system  and  no  less  change  in 
the  circumstances  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spiers.  From 
a  modest  beginning,  they  have  made  their  w.<)y  up- 
ward and  now  own  ajid  occupj-  a  well-developed 
farm,  320  acres  in  extent  and  which  is  the  source 
of  a  handsome  income.  Mr.  Spiers  makes  a 
specialty  of  stock-raising,  producing  graded  Shorl- 
liorn  cattle,  fuil-bjooded   Poland-China  swine   and 


Clydesdale  and  Norman  horses.  He  has  been 
eminently  successful  thus  far  in  life  and  possesses 
those  qualities  of  character  wliich  have  com- 
7iiended  him  to  the  esteem  and   confiden<'e   of   his 

j    fellow-citizens. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  the  city 
of  Glasgow.  Scotland,  Sept.  11,  1840,  and  is  the 
son  of  Alexander   Spiers,  Sr.,  and  his  wife.  Eliza- 

I  beth  Peters,  who  were  likewise  natives  of  Glasgow 
and    the    latter   long  since  deceased.     They    emi- 

!   grated  to  America  when  Alex,  Jr.,  was  a  small  boy, 

[  settling  in  Delaware  County.  N.  Y.  and  there  the 
father  prosecuted  farming  until  retiring  from  ac- 
tive labor.    The  parental  household  included  eight 

,  children,  five  of  whom  are  living,  viz  :  Elizabeth. 
Mrs.  KiiJp,  Alexander,  Joana,  Mary  and  James  P. 
One  daughter  died  in  the  bloom  of  womanhood. 
She  acquired  a  fine  education,  having  been  gradu- 
ated from  the  New  York  State  Normal  school,  and 
at  the  time  of  her  decease  was  a  successful  teacher 
in  San  Francisco,  Cal.  James  P.  was  graduated 
from  Lowell's  Commercial  College  in  Binghamton, 
N.  Y.,  and  is  now  a  real  estate  dealer  of  Oklahoma. 
Joana  completed  her  studies  in  the  Otsego,  (N.  Y.) 
Academy,  and  is  teaching  near  the  old  homestead. 
The  father  is  still  living  and  has  now  arrived  at  the 
age  of   seventy-six  years. 

Mr.  Spiers  learned  carpentering  in  early  man- 
hood at  which  he  worked  until  the  outbreak  of  the 
Civil  War.  He  then  enlistel  in  Comiiany  A,  1st 
New  York  Volunteer  Engineers,  and  saw  much  hard 
service,  going  to  the  front  in  South  Carolina,  and 
under  the  command  of  Gen.  Sherman  fighting  in 
the  rear  of  Charleston,  and  at  Honey  Hill.  S.  C.  He 
endured  all  the  d.ingers  and  hardships  of  life  in 
the  army  Init  fortunately  escaped  without  serious 
injury  and  was  given  his  honorable  discharge  at 
the  close  of   the  war. 

In  the  year  above  mentioned  Mr.  Spiers  pro- 
ceeded southwestward  and  followed  his  trade  of  a 
carpenter  at  various  points  on  the  river  in  Missouri 
and  Nebraska,  until  the  fall  of  18G9.  Then  com- 
ing to  Kansas  he  homesteaded  a  part  of  his  present 
land,  taking  possession  in  Januar}',  1870.  and  upon 
this  he  has  since  lived.  He  proceeded  with  its  im- 
provement and  culti\atiun  until  1874  and  on  the 
24th  of  March,  that  year,  was    united  in    marriage 
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with  Miss  Mary  C,  daughter  of  William  H.  Parks 
of  Lawrence,  Kan.  Mrs.  Spiers  was  born  in  Ohio. 
For  the  last  ten  years  Mr.  Spiers  has  served  as 
Townshi]i  Clerk  and  for  a  long  period  was  Clerk 
of  the  School  Board.  He  has  always  been  inter- 
ested in  educational  matters,  believing  that  the 
rising  generation  should  be  given  all  the  advan- 
tages which  will  make  of  them  honest  and  worthy 
members  of  society.  He  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Republican  party  since  becoming  a  voting  citi- 
zen and  keeps  himself  well  posted  upon  matters  of 
general  interest  pertaining  to  this  county  and  State. 
He  IS  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 


INCHER  CONDRAY.  This  gentleman  is 
ijji  the  owner  and  occupant  of  400  acres  in 
Grant  Township,  Riley  County,  where  he 
devotes  himself  to  general  farming  and  to 
the  raising  of  cattle  and  hogs  for  the  market, 
being  also  a  breeder  of  Short-horn  cattle.  A  part 
of  his  present  fine  estate  was  secured  under 
the  Preemption  Act,  in  April,  1885,  and  he  has 
been  a  continuous  resident  thereon  from  that  time 
until  the  present  day.  His  handsome  stone  resi- 
dence is  in  the  southern  edge  of  Stockdale,  the  site 
of  which  town  was  laid  out  by  him.  He  is  a  quiet, 
unobtrusive  and  intelligent  gentleman,  carefully 
weighing  matters  which  are  brought  to  his  observa- 
tion, and  showing  great  decision  of  character  when 
once  he  has  come  to  a  conclusion  on  any  subject. 
As  a  citizen,  he  belongs  to  what  may  be  well  con- 
sidered the  solid  class  in  the  eommunit}',  and  par- 
ticularly in  educational  matters  is  warmly  interested 
in  the  progress  of  the  county. 

Mr.  Condray  is  a  son  of  Henry  and  Deborah 
(Littler)  Condray,  who  were  natives  of  Tennessee 
and  North  Carolina  respectively,  the  father  being 
a  blacksmith  and  farmer.  Henry  Condray  left  his 
native  State  with  his  parents  when  quite  small,  and 
after  some  years  spent  in  Kentucky,  moved  to  In- 
diana about  the  year  1820,  being  an  early  settler 
in  the  section  where   he  located.     He  served  for  a 


number  of  years  as  a  .Justice  of  the  Peace  in  the 
Hoosier  State. 

In  the  spring  of  1855,  Mr.  Condray  and  iiis 
family  set  their  faces  toward  the  West,  and  in 
April  of  that  year  arrived  in  this  county  at  the 
mouth  of  Mill  Creek,  having  made  their  journey 
overland  in  wagons.  The  father  took  up  a  claim 
of  160  acres  at  the  mouth  of  Mill  Creek,  where 
he  erected  a  blacksmith's  shop  and  mill.  The  f.ather 
is  now  living  at  Randolph,  and  was  eightj'-one 
years  of  age  in  August,  1889.  The  mother  of  our 
subject  died  in  Indiana  in  the  year  1835,  when  he 
was  less  than  three  years  old.  She  had  borne  her 
husband  two  children — our  subject  and  a  sister, 
Catherine.  The  latter  was  born  in  1834,  and  died 
in  Oregon,  Kan.,  in  1879.  In  1856  she  was  united 
in  marriage  with  William  Frakes,  theirs  being  the 
first  marriage  ceremony  in  Grant  Township.  She 
left  two  children. 

Henry  Condray  was  married  a  second  time,  in 
.lackson  County,  Iiid.,  the  bride  being  Miss  Jane 
Stanfield,  who  bore  him  three  children — William, 
.John  and  Tamar — her  two  sons  being,  with  their 
father,  the  first  settlers  in  Grant  Township,  as  it  is  at 
present  constituted.  William  is  now  living  in  Man- 
hattan, where  he  runs  the  engine  in  the  Higgin- 
botham  mill.  He  married  Miss  Caroline  Ellis,  and 
they  have  two  children.  John  resides  in  Randolph. 
He  was  born  in  Jackson  County,  Ind.,  Aug.  11, 
1843.  He  served  in  the  5th  Kansas  Regiment 
from  April  13,  1862,  to  April  3,  1865.  He  was  the 
Clerk  of  Jackson  Township  from  1872  to  1875; 
was  Constable  in  1874-75;  Trustee  from  1876  to 
1880;  County  Commissioner  from  1880  to  1886, 
and  is  at  present  Township  Clerk.  His  first  wife, 
T  ho  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Martha  Parson,  left 
two  children,  and  his  second  wife  was  Mrs.  Caro- 
line Anders.  Tamar  is  the  widow  of  John  Wliitson, 
is  the  mother  of  five  children,  and  lives  in  Arkan- 
sas. The  third  wife  of  Henry  Condr.av  is  still  liv- 
ing, and  prior  to  her  marriage  with  him  was  the 
widow  of  Mr.  James  Stevens. 

Mincher  Condray.  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
born  in  Jackson  County,  Ind.,  Dec.  13,  1832,  and 
lived  until  twenty-two  years  of  age  in  his  native 
State.  He  received  but  limited  common-school 
privileges,  the  facilities  for  obtaining  an  education 
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Tiot  being  extensive  at  that  time  in  the  section 
wliore  he  lived.  He  improved  the  opportunities 
afforded  liim,  and  in  tlie  intervals  worked  upon  a 
farm.  Having  accompanied  his  father's  family  to 
Kansas,  as  before  stated,  he  has  become  the  pos- 
sessor of  a  valuable  tract  of  land,  and  has  risen  to 
a  prominent  position  among  tlic  citizens  of  the 
county  and  township.  He  was  married  Aug.  26, 
18G6,  to  Miss  May.  daughter  of  Franklin  and  Lydia 
Tallock,  of  Indiana.  He  has  a  large  and  interest- 
ing family,  ten  children  having  been  born  to  him- 
self and  wife,  and  they  are  furnished  with  excellent 
educational  advantages,  it  being  the  aim  of  their 
parents  to  give  them  thorough  culture  and  instil 
into  their  minces  the  best  principles.  Cora  KfHe 
the  first-born,  is  novv  the  wife  of  Isaac  Vernon,  a 
farinei-  in  Gary  County,  and  they  have  two  chil- 
dren. Anna  Beatrice,  Unity  B.,  Henry  Franklin. 
Edna  Erastus,  William  O.,  Guy  8.,  Mincher,  Ruth 
and  Roy  make  up  the  group  around  the  family 
fireside. 

Dnring  the  late  war,  Mr.  Condray  served  as 
Second  Lieutenant  of  Company  C,  17th  Kansas  In- 
fantry. He  w.as  County  Commissioner  during  the 
years  of  1864-65-66  and -67;  was  Justice  of  the 
Peace  two  years;  also  served  as  Road  Overseer 
several  years,  and  is  now  a  member  of  the  School 
Board.  In  politics  he  is  a  Repulilican,  and  has 
been  a  delegate  to  County  and  Congressional  con- 
ventions. He  helongs  to  the  social  order  of  the 
A.  F.  tVr  A.  'SI.,  and  he  and  liis  wife  are  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episco|ial  Church. 

William,  our  subject's  brother,  served  in  the  6th 
Kansas  Regiment  three  years,  then  veteranized 
in  the  same  regiment  and  served  one  ye.ar,  and  at 
the  close  of  the  war  received  his  discharge. 


f^  UDOLPH  XIEHENKE.  Besides  the  honor 
'L^  of  being  one  of  the  oldest  settlers  of  Riley 
iii^\  Countj',  the  suV)ject  of  this  notice  is  one  of 
\^!its  best  educated  citizens  and  a  man  of 
marked  influence,  especially  among  his  countrymen. 
He  was  designed  for  the  priesthood  in  his  younger 
years,  and  was  given  the  training  and  education 
necessary  thereto.     Upon  coming  to  Ameriija,  how- 


ever, lie  changed  his  plans,  and  has  now  for  many 
years  been  engaged  in  agricultural  [lursuits,  in 
which  he  has  been  uniformly  prosperous. 

Mr.  Niehenkewas  born  in  the  Kingdom  of  Han- 
over, March  8,  1825,  and  there  spent  his  childhood 
and  youth,  emigrating  to  America  in  1847,  when 
twenty-two  years  old.  Being  of  an  adventurous 
disposition,  he  soon  enlisted  in  the  United  States 
regular  army  and  served  until  1849,  in  the  mean- 
time participating  in  the  Mexican  War.  Upon 
being  mustered  out  he  located  in  the  city  of  St. 
Louis,  where  he  sojourned  about  three  years  and 
until  1852.  We  next  find  iiim  in  Vandalia,  111., 
where  he  engaged  as  clerk  in  a  dry -goods  store  and 
remained  until  1855. 

We  now  find  our  subject  back  again  in  St.  Louis, 
whence,  in  1857,  he  came  to  Kansas  Territory,  and 
preempted  land  in  Center  Township,  Riley 
County.  He  occupied  this  until  1859,  then  pur- 
ch.ased  225  acres  on  section  34,  Center  Township, 
wliere  he  lias  since  made  his  home.  Here  he  has 
effected  all  the  improvements  naturally  suggested 
to  the  ambitious  and  enterprising  man.  He  is  an 
independent  voter,  and  has  held  several  of  the 
minor  offices.  The  o&'shoot  of  a  nationality  be- 
lieving in  compulsory  education,  he  is  naturally 
interested  in  the  establishment  and  maintenance  of 
schools,  and  believes  that  the  young  should  be 
given  every  advantage  which  will  make  of  them 
worthy  and  intelligent  members  of  society. 

While  a  resident  of  St.  Louis,  Mr.  Niehenke  was 
married,  in  1860,  to  Miss  Charlotte  Boettcher. 
After  thirteen  years  of  wedded  life  Mrs.  Niehenke 
dep.arted  hence,  in  1873.  Of  her  union  with  our 
subject  there  were  born  eleven  children,  seven  of 
wliom  are  living — Louis,  Ralph,  John.  Kate, 
Emma,  Annie  and  Minnie.  In  1873  Mr.  Niehenke 
contracted  a  second  marriage  with  Miss  Barbara 
Welter.  Of  this  union  there  has  been  no  issue. 
Louis  and  Katherine  (Averbeck)  Niehenke,  the 
liarents  of  our  subject,  were  natives  of  Germany 
and  spent  their  entire  lives  there.  Their  family 
consisted  of  seven  children,  of  whom  Rudolph  was 
the  fifth  in  order  of  birth,  and  is  the  only  member 
of  the  family  who  emigrated  to  America.  Although 
.approaching  the  sixty- fifth  year  of  his  age,  Mr. 
Niehenke  is  remarkably  bright  and  active,  and  can 
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accomplish   more  than  mauy  a  younger  man.     He 
comes   of  a  substantial  race,  and  of  a  nationality 

which  lias  contributed   largely  to   the  growth  and 
development  of  the  Great  West. 


►'>'>^VH^^:5^^^^ 


^l  NDREW  IM.  LARSON.  The  sons  of  Scan- 
^/  I    f'i"'^^'''^  have  borne  no  unimportant  part  in 

m  li  the  settlement  and  development  of  the 
•^  Great  West,  and  thej'  have  been  almost 
uniformly  men  of  good  habits,  sober,  industrious 
and  well-to-do.  The  subject  of  this  notice  is  one 
of  the  most  worlhj-  representatives  of  the  Swedish 
nationality,  and  takes  the  lead  among  his  country- 
men in  Grant  Township,  Washington  County.  He 
has  constructed  one  of  its  most  valuable  farm.s, 
and  illustrated  in  a  marked  manner  what  may  be 
accomplished  113-  steadi'  perseverance  and  industry. 
AVe  now  find  him  in  the  midst  of  comfort  and 
Ijlenly,  a  man  respected  by  his  neighbors  and  one 
who  has  contributed  in  no  small  degree  to  the 
welfare  and  prosperity  of  his  township. 

Mr.  Larson  was  born  in  Scone,  in  the  southern 
part  of  Sweden,  Oct.  29,  1838,  and  lived  there 
until  a  man  of  thirty  years,  receiving  a  practical 
education  in  the  common  school.  He  has  been  a 
reader  all  his  life,  and  has  thus  acquired  a  useful 
fund  of  information.  When  a  young  man  he  at- 
tended drawing  school,  and  became  quite  proficient 
in  this  art.  He  likewise  learned  the  trade  of  a 
brick  and  stone  mason,  at  which  he  worked  during 
the  summer  season.  He  thus  occupied  himself 
nntil  coming  to  America.  He  first  took  up  his 
abode  in  this  country  in  Galesburg,  111.,  but  only 
remained  there  one  year,  going  then  to  Keokuk, 
Iowa,  in  March,  1870,  and  remaining  there  until  in 
July,  1871.  In  the  meantime  he  had  been  married, 
March  20,  that  same  year,  to  Mrs.  Annie  Charlotte 
Anderson,  the  widow  of  Lars  John  Anderson.  In 
July,  leaving  Keokuk  with  *40  in  his  pocket,  he 
came  to  Grant  Township,  Washington  County,  and 
after  paying  his  homestead  fees  and  railroad  fare, 
had  about  16  remaining,  and  was  in  debt  $10  for 
money  borrowed.  He  thus  was  unable  to  send  for 
his  family  until  he  could  secure  work,  but  this  he 
succeeded   in   doing,   and    was  joined  by  them  in 


September  following.  He  worked  at  his  trade 
until  the  weather  forbade  this,  then  moved  his  fam- 
il;,'  to  a  hole  in  the  ground,  which  is  now  the  cellar 
of  his  present  residence,  making  a  roof  of  prairie 
grass.  They  took  possession  of  this  in  February, 
when  the  water  was  frozen  in  the  bottom,  moving 
in  upon  the  ice.  This  constituted  their  dwelling 
for  two  j'ears,  Mr.  Larson  in  the  meantime  lieing 
unable  to  made  any  repairs  more  than  to  put  on  .1 
covering  of  boards.  He  secured  a  blind  horse  for 
a  job  of  work  that  first  f.all,  and  when  moving  into 
their  dug-out,  a  neighbor  who  had  a  cow  for  sale, 
brought  it  over  to  them  and  told  them  they  might 
pay  for  it  when  they  could. 

The  next  spring,  by  doubling  teams  with  one  of 
his  neighbors,  Jlr.  Larson  broke  three  acres  of 
ground,  which,  with  one  acre  he  had  hired  broken 
the  year  before,  made  four  acres  ready  for  cultiva- 
tion. Mrs.  Larson  planted  potatoes  and  corn  with 
a  hoe,  and  was  successful  in  raising  a  large  crop  of 
each.  153-  the  following  June  ten  acres  had  been 
broken,  and  the  next  season  Jlr.  Larson  raised 
some  of  the  largest  watermelons  he  had  ever  seen. 
That  year  also  he  put  in  ten  acres  of  wheat,  and 
four  acres  of  corn  and  potatoes.  He  sowed  seven 
bushels  of  wheat  from  which  he  harvested  seventy- 
five  bushels  in  the  fall.  In  the  meantime  he 
worked  ,at  his  trade  for  the  consideration  of  having 
more  breaking  done  and  for  seed  wheat. 

In  1871  Mr.  Larson  traded  mason  work  for  two 
colts  with  one  of  his  neighbors,  and  he  still  has 
these,  now  grown  to  old  horses.  From  this  time 
on  he  was  prospered  in  his  labors,  and  in  1881  pur- 
chased the  first  check  rower  used  in  a  corn  field  in 
this  section.  He  kept  on  working  at  his  trade  until 
in  this  manner  he  acquired  seven  horses  and  two 
head  of  cattle,  while  his  stepsons  carried  on  the 
farm.  Finallj-,  in  1876,  with  his  accumulated 
capital,  he  purchased  the  quarter-section  adjoining 
the  north  side  of  his  farm,  for  which  he  paid  %biQ. 
Ills  father-in-law  came  over  from  the  old  country, 
and  settled  on  a  piece  of  land  south  of  him,  and 
I  this  land  Mr.  Larson  also  secured,  pacing  therefor 
$235,  but  legal  complications  arose,  which  increased 
the  cost  to  $700.  In  1883  he  purchased  a  qunrtcr- 
section  a  half  mile  south,  for  which  he  paid  $l.r)0(t. 
On  the  two  home  farms  180  acres  have  been  broken. 
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anil  on  the  south  farm  ninety  acres.  On  the  $700- 
l)l:iL'e  he  has  fifty  acres  broken.  Thi.s  has  now  he- 
cunu'  the  property  of  his  two  step-sons,  but  Mr. 
Larson  superintends  the  ojierations  with  hired  help. 

In  1876  was  built  the  commodious  stone  resi- 
dence now  occupied  by  Mr.  Larson  and  his  family. 
This  is  twenty-five  feet  square,  besides  the  kitchen, 
and  the  contrast  between  this  dwelling  and  the 
duy-out  is  very  marked.  Mr.  Larson's  barn  is 
40x4G  feet  in  dimensions,  with  a  hay  loft  above 
and  room  for  all  his  grain  inside.  He  has  two 
corn-cribs  and  is  now  completing  the  third  large 
cattle  shed,  tliis  latter  being  36x47  feet  in  dimen- 
sions. Tiie  farm  is  all  enclosed  with  good  fencing, 
and  Mr.  Larson  has  sin  orchard  of  250  apple  trees, 
besides  quantities  of  plum  and  pear  trees,  and  the 
smaller  fruits.  He  has  likewise  set  out  large  num- 
liers  of  Cottonwood  and  walnut  trees  to  shelter  his 
cattle,  of  which  he  has  this  year  (1889)  about 
ninety  head.  Ho  feeds  large  numbers  each  year, 
buying  quantities  of  corn  for  this  purpose.  He 
also  has  eleven  horses  and  200  head  of  .swine.  It 
will  thus  be  seen  that  in  a  financial  point  of  view 
the  man  who  came  to  Grant  Township  with  com- 
paratively nothing,  is  now  independent,  financially. 

Mrs.  Larson  had  by  her. first  marii.age  three  cliil- 
(Iren,  and  by  her  union  with  our  subject  there  has 
lieen  born  one  child,  Amanda,  who  is  now  a  charm- 
ing young  lad}'  of  sixteen  years,  having  been  born 
in  the  dugout  before-mentioned  Sept.  26,  1873. 
Miss  Amanda  is  quite  an  accomplished  musician, 
and  all  of  the  children  of  this  family  have  been 
given  a  good  education.  Annie,  the  daughter  of 
Mrs.  Larson  by  her  first  husband,  is  the  wife  of 
Charles  Haraerback;  they  live  near  the  homestead 
and  have  four  children.  The  stepsons  of  Mv. 
Larson  took  his  own  name.  Charles  is  married 
and  lives  on  land  which  he  homesteaded  in  Wallace 
County,  this  State;  he  has  no  children.  Albert  is 
unmarried,  and  is  also  living  on  land  which  he 
homesteaded  in  the  above-mentioned  county.  Mrs. 
Larson's  first  children  were  all  born  in  Soderman- 
land,  Sweden. 

The  principles  of  the  Re|)ublican  pany  receive 
the  cordial  endorsement  of  Mr.  Larson,  who  has 
served  his  township  .and  county  in  various  ways. 
He  is  now  Treasurer  of  the  School  Board.     He  was 


reared  in  the  doctrines  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  to 
the  principles  of  which  he  still  .adheres.  The 
father  of  our  subject  was  Lars  Larson,  and  his 
mother  was  Kresti  Monsdotter.  The  former  was 
born  Dec.  14,  1803,  and  died  in  Sweden  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  eighty -six  years,  passing  to  rest  Sept. 
28,  1889,  while  the  latter  died  in  November,  1864. 
She  was  born  Feb.  1,  1809,  and  was  accordingly  at 
the  time  of  her  death,  fifty-five  years  of  age. 

Elsewhere  in  the  Ai.ium  ai)pears  a  fine  litho- 
graphic engraving  of  the  house  of  our  subject  and 
his  wife.  It  is  one  of  the  neatest  and  cosiest  in  the 
entire  eomnuinit}'.  and  is  the  abode  of  peace  and 
hosi)itality. 


-H-f-i«&«$4H-^- 


OIIN  GNAGY,  of  Barnes  Township,  Wash- 
ton  County,  is  looked  upon  as  one  of  its  most 
popular      and     successful     men.       His    in- 

dustry  and   perseverance,    which    were   ob. 

servable  as  the  leading  elements  of  his  character 
at  an  early  age,  have  resulted  in  the  accumulation 
of  a  fine  property,  embracing  320  acres  of  choice 
land,  well  improved  with  suitable  buildings  and  in 
a  high  state  of  cultivation.  The  residence  is  con- 
spicuous as  being  one  of  the  finest  in  Barnes 
Township,  and  with  its  surroundings  is  represented 
by  a  view  elsewhere  in  this  volume.  This  pretty 
place  completes  the  idea  of  the  modern  rural  home. 
Mr.  (Tnagy  is  considerably  interested  in  live-stock, 
and  as  a  breeder  of  Hereford  cattle  is  a  pronounced 
success.  He  commenced  his  life  work  poor  in 
pocket,  and  every  dollar  of  his  possession  has  been 
earned  by  himself.  He  is  a  man  of  high  moral  char- 
.acter,  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the  Christian 
Church  at  Barnes,  and  never  refuses  to  lend  a 
helping  hand  to  the  various  enterprises  calculated 
for  the  advancement  of  his  township.  In  former 
years,  politically,  he  was  a  Greenbacker,  but  is  now 
in  sympathy  with  the  rnion  Labor  party.  He  has 
never  been  ambitious  of  office,  and  with  the  excep- 
tion of  serving  one  term  as  Cou«ty  Commissioner, 
has  declined  its  cares  and  responsibilities. 

Mr.  Gnagy  is  an  Ohio  man,  and  was  born  Feb.  7, 
1827,  in  Tuscaraw.as  County,  that  State.  His  fa- 
ther, Abraham  Gnagy,  waa  born  in  Westmoreland 
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Count}',  Pa.,  and  emigrated  tO-  the  Buckeye  State 
when  a  boy,  living  there  until  1854.  Then,  dis- 
posing of  his  interests  in  that  region,  he  pushed  on 
farther  westward  into  Wliilley  County,  Ind.,  but 
only  lived  five  years  thereafter,  his  death  taking 
place  in  1859.  He  was  a  carpenter  by  trade,  an 
honest  and  industrious  man,  but  one  who  failed  to 
accumulate  much  property.  For  many  3-ears  prior 
to  his  death  he  was  a  member  in  good  standing  of 
the  United  Brethren  Church,  a  moral,  upright  man, 
who  unfailingly  defended  the  right  and  frowned 
upon  wrong-doing.  The  paternal  grandfather  was 
Christ  Gnagy,  who  was  likewise  born  in  Pennsyl- 
vania and  who  traced  his  ancestry  to  Germany. 

Mr.  Guagy's  mother  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Susan  Seese.  She  likewise  was  born  in  Pennsylva- 
nia, and  was  the  daughter  of  George  and  Mary 
Seese,  also  natives  of  that  State  and  of  German  ex- 
traction. To  Abraham  and  Susan  Gnagy  there 
was  born  a  family  of  twelve  children,  as  follows: 
Margaret,  George,  John,  Christina,  Elizabeth, 
Christ,  Moses,  Abraham,  Isaac,  Mary,  Jeremiah 
and  Mathias.  John,  the  third  child,  was  reared  on 
the  farm  in  Tuscarawas  County,  Ohio,  receiving  a 
common  school  education.  He  learned  carpenter- 
ing of  his  father,  at  which  he  worked  considerably 
and  also  operated  as  a  millwright.  In  1848  he  re- 
moved to  Williams  County,  Ohio,  where  he  so- 
journed until  1856,  then  changed  his  residence  to 
DeKalb  County,  Ind.  From  there  in  1869  he  came 
to  Kansas  and  homesteaded  150  acres  of  land  on 
section  28,  Barnes  Township.  He  has  since  been 
engaged  in  farming  and  carpentering,  adding  to  his 
landed  possessions  as  his  capital  increased,  and  has 
found  his  real  estate  to  be  a  safe  and  profitable 
investment  yielding  handsome  returns. 

While  a  resident  of  Williams  County,  Ohio,  Mr. 
Gnagy  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Margaret 
Wright,  the  wedding  taking  place  at  the  bride's 
home  in  St.  Joseph  Township,  Feb.  7,  1859.  Mrs. 
Gnagy  was  born  in  New  York  State,  Aug.  3,  1 832, 
and  is  the  daughter  of  Alexander  and  Orpha 
Wright,  who  were  also  n.itives  of  that  State.  This 
union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  ten  children,  five  sons 
and  five  daughters,  who  were  named  respectively. 
Jay,  Cynthia,  Sarah,  Orpha,  K.,  Olive,  L.,  M., 
Mary  and   I.  N,     The  initials  given  comprise  the 


only  name  of  those  children.  They  still  form  a 
bright  and  interesting  family  circle,  unbroken  by 
death.  Jay  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  Wanamaker, 
of  Washington  County,  this  State,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  five  children,  Maggie,  John,  Clarence, 
Augustus  and  Olive.  Cynthia  is  the  wife  of  Ira 
Wanamaker,  a  farmer  of  Washington  County,  and 
they  have  ten  children,  Ella,  George,  Charles.  Will- 
iam, Cora,  Benjamin,  Maggie,  K.,  Annie  and  Fred- 
die. Sarah  married  John  Hinkle,  a  farmer,  and 
they  have  four  children,  Charles,  Elmer,  Oscar  and 
Clara.  Orpha  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Roper,  a 
farmer,  and  they  have  four  children,  Walter,  Fred- 
erick, Frank  and  Ida.  K.  married  Miss  Annie 
Wishe,  and  they  have  two  children,  Maude,  and  a 
babe,  unnamed.  Olive  is  the  wife  of  August  Wishe, 
a  farmer,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  one  child, 
Clara.  The  children  are  all  residents  of  Washing- 
ton County,  and  forty-three  members  of  this  fam- 
ily are  living  within  a  few  miles  of  each  other. 
Up  to  this  time  there  has  been  only  one  death  since 
the  marriage  of  our  subject  and  his  estimable  part- 
ner. The}'  form  a  large  representation  of  honor- 
able and  intelligent  people,  and  are  performing 
their  full  share  in  promoting  the  interests,  sociall}', 
morally  and  financially,  of  Barnes  Township  and 
vicinity. 


REDERICK  C.  VOGELSANG.     This  1 

I  working,  unassuming    German    citizei 


hard- 
llp^j)  working,  unassuming  German  citizen,  of 
'L,  Linn  Township,  has  by  a  life  of  persever- 
ing industrj',  become  the  owner  of  a  fine  farm  on 
section  27,  which  he  has  developed  tliorouglily  and 
upon  which  he  has  erected  substantial  buildings. 
He  has  planted  forest  and  fruit  trees,  and  instituted 
all  the  improvements  naturally  expected  of  the 
well-regulated  farmer,  and  is  with  his  family  en- 
joying all  the  comforts  of  life.  He  is  a  native  of 
the  West,  having  been  born  in  St.  Louis  Count}', 
Mo.,  April  21,  1854.  When  quite  young,  he  went 
with  his  parents  to  Madison  County,  111.,  where  he 
was  reared  on  a  farm  and  acquired  his  education  in 
the  common  school. 

Mr.  Vogelsang  came  to  Kansas  in  .September, 
1884,  landing  in  Washington  County  on  the  7th  of 
that  month,  and  a  few  days  afterward  settled  on 
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the  land  which  he  now  owns  and  occupies.  This 
embraces  160  acres,  and  is  now  largely  devoted  to 
farming  and  stock-raising.  Wliile  a  resident  of 
Madison  County,  III.,  Mr.  Vogelsang  was  married 
May  1'2,  1881,  to  Miss  Caroline  Cording.  This  Isidy 
was  born  March  12,  1865,  in  Madison  County,  111., 
and  is  the  daughter  of  Ernest  Cording,  who  spent 
Ids  last  days  in  that  county.  They  have  one 
adopted  child,  a  daughter,  Anna.  Mr.  Vogel- 
sang votes  with  the  Democratic  party,  but  has  never 
been  inclined  to  seek  official  honors.  Me  and  his 
excellent  wife,  religiously,  are  members  in  good 
standing  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  in  which  our 
subject  has  been  Trustee  two  3'ears. 

Henrj'  Vogelsang,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Prussia,  and  emigrated  to  the  United  States 
about  1849.  He  spent  his  last  years  in  Madison 
County,  111.  The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  was 
Louise  Tempel,  and  she  was  a  native  of  the  same 
country  as  her  husband.  Of  their  union  there  were 
born  eight  children,  five  of  whom  are  living, 
namely:  Mary,  Mrs.  Roff  man;  Frederick  C;  Min- 
nie, Mrs.  Bowman;  Bertha,  Mrs.  Mullhan;  and  .Jo- 
hanna, Mrs.  Ruehle.  The  deceased  were  Henry, 
Louie,  and  Augusta,  (Mrs.  Wilde.) 


-i-t-^^^^^^ 


AMES  KINSLEY.  This  gentleman,  though 
only  thirtj'-five  years  of  age,  is  already  one  of 
the  most  prominent  young  men  of  Sheridan 
(^jjfj  Township,  Washington  County.  Previous 
to  his  residence  here  he  occupied  a  prominent 
place  among  the  young  citizens  of  Clifton  Town- 
ship. In  both  townships  he  has  held  various  posi- 
tions of  public  trust  and  responsibility. 

Mr.  Kinsley  was  born  in  Pike  County,  Miss., 
Aug.  12,  1854.  When  about  three  years  of  age 
his  parents.  Thomas  and  Catherine  (Kaho)  Kinsley, 
removed  to  New  Orleans.  About  two  years  later 
they  located  in  Atchison,  Kan.,  from  which  place, 
after  a  year's  sojourn,  they  went  to  Buchanan 
County,  Mo.  In  April,  1861,  they  became  resi- 
dents of  Kansas.  They  first  located  on  Elk  Creek, 
about  three  miles  north  of  Clyde,  Cloud  County. 
The  parental  family  consisted  of  six  children,  of 
whom  our  subject  was  the  fifth.     Three  young  men 


I'/Cated  with  them.  Buffaloes  were  yet  to  be  seen 
occasionally,  and  Indians  were  all  around  them. 

Only  a  few  months  were  spent  in  that  location. 
In  the  fall  of  tlie  same  year  they  removed  west  of 
Clyde,  to  what  was  then  known  as  Bull  Run  Ferry. 
There  they  "squatted,"  and  remained  until  the  fol- 
lowing spring.  Thence  they  removed  to  Clifton 
Township,  this  county,  and  there  farmed  for  one 
season.  Thence  they  went  to  the  home  of  George 
Funnell.  (See  sketch.)  In  the  spring  of  1863  the 
father  filed  a  homestead  claim  on  160  acres,  on 
section  7,  Sheridan  Township.  There  the  family 
removed.  The  parents  are  still  living  on  the  home- 
stead, which  is  now  a  fine  farm.  Later  the  father 
preempted  a  quarter  section  also  in  this  township, 
and  the  most  of  the  entire  estate  is  cultivated. 

Both  parents  of  our  subject  are  of  Irish  birth. 
In  the  Emerald  Isle  they  were  reared  in  the  Cath- 
olic faith,  as  were  their  ancestors  so  far  as  known. 
They  were  married  in  the  Jatholic  Church,  with 
all  the  rites  of  their  religious  faith.  Of  their  fam- 
ily of  six  children,  five  now  survive.  They  are: 
Mary,  Mathias,  Bridget  (now  the  wife  of  George 
Funnell),  Anna,  and  our  subject.  The  deceased 
daughter  bore  the  name  of  Johannah. 

The  gentleman  whose  name  initiates  this  notice 
was  married  in  this  township  to  Miss  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  (Fink)  Bow- 
maker.  She  is  a  native  of  Illinois,  and  her  parents 
are  of  Prussian  birth.  Three  bright  children  have 
been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kinsley.  They  bear 
the  names  of  Mary  E.,  Catherine  M.  and  Thomas  J. 
Mr.  Kinsley  owns  eighty  acres  of  the  old  home- 
stead. He  has  made  good  improvements  upon  it, 
and  has  a  comfortable  and  pleasant  home. 

In  Clifton  Township  Mr.  Kinsley  held  the  office 
of  Constable  for  some  time.  He  was  Township 
Treasurer  for  one  year,  and  School  Treasurer  f(jr 
three  }'ears.  In  this  township  he  has  served  as 
Treasurer  for  two  years,  and  now  holds  the  office 
of  School  Director.  In  all  the  offices  to  which  he 
has  been  elected,  he  has  proved  himself  worth}'  of 
the  trust  placed  in  him.  Prompt  and  vigorous  at 
duty's  call,  of  strict  integrity  and  active  intelli- 
gence, he  has  faithfull}'  discharged  his  public 
duties.  In  private  life  he  is  equally  capable  and 
trustworthy.     He  is  a  life-time  Republican.     He 
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and  his  family  are  meinljers  of  llio  Catholic  Cluireii. 
in  which  faith  he  was  reared.  They  have  a  well- 
regulated  and  finely  improved  homestead,  and  are 
justly  proud  of  their  neat  residence.  A  view  of  the 
latter  is  presented  elsewhere  in  this  work. 


^^ 


J'OHN  TIIESMAN.  a  man  jjopular  in  both 
the  social  and  business  circles  of  his  com- 
munity, owns  and  occupies  160  acres  of  good 
land  on  section  2,  Hanover  Township.  He 
is  of  that  kindly  and  genial  dis|)osition  which  it 
is  so  pleasant  to  meet,  and  extends  alike  to  friend 
and  stranger  the  cordial  hospitality,  which  at  once 
places  them  at  ease,  and  himself  on  a  sound  fool- 
ing in  their  good  graces.  He  is  a  life-long  farmer 
by  occupation,  and  is  considerably  interested  in 
live-stock,  keeping  a  goodly  number  of  horses,  cat- 
tle and  swine,  all  graded  animals.  The  farm  is 
well  watered  by  Cottonwood  Creek,  which  runs 
thi'ough  it,  fringed  with  timber.  Adjacent  to  the 
dwelling  is  an  orchard  of  200  trees,  and  Mr. 
Thesman  has  planted  nearly  300  grape  vines.  He 
has  in  fact  around  him  all  the  comforts  of  life,  and 
without  living  elegantly,  extracts  much  comfort 
from  the  home  which  he  has  built  up,  and  where 
he  has  lived  for  the  last  nineteen  years. 

In  Mecklenburg-Schwerin.  Germany,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  was  born  Nov.  11,  1840,  and  is 
the  son  of  John  Sr.,  and  Louisa  ( Thesman  )Thesman, 
the  latter  a  second  cousin  of  her  husband,  and 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  the  same  Province 
as  their  son.  They  were  there  reared  and  married, 
and  there  the  father, died  in  1841,  when  John,  Jr., 
was  but  an  infant.  The  mother  subsequently  re- 
married, and  in  1860  emigrated  to  America,  settling 
m  Krie  County,  X.  Y.  She  spent  her  last  days  in 
that  county,  dying  in  1883.  Of  her  first  mar- 
riage there  were  born  tv/o  children  only — John 
and  Joseph.     The  latter  is  now  deceased. 

Mr.  Thesman  spent  his  first  twenty  years  in  his 
native  Province,  receiving  a  good  education  in 
the  common  school,  and  being  bred  to  farm  pur- 
suits. After  coming  to  America  he  lived  eight 
years  in  Erie  County,  N.  Y.,  then  coming  to  Kan- 
sas, settled  on  his  present  farm,  which  was  then   in 


a  vastly  different  condition  from  what  it  is  now.  In 
1864  be  took  unto  himself  a  wife  and  helpmeet, 
Miss  Henrietta  Hartig,  who  was  born  in  September, 
1839,  in  Gostshoff,  Germany,  and  came  to  America 
with  her  two  sisters  and  one  brother  in  1864.  The 
sisters  still  live  in  Erie  County,  N.  Y.  Her  i)ar- 
ents  were  natives  of  the  same  Province  as  their 
daughter,  and  lived  there  until  the  death  of  the 
father,  which  occurred  in  1868.  Their  family  con- 
sisted of  ten  children,  eight  of  whom  are  living. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thesman  there  have  been  born 
three  children — John,  Henry  and  Mary.  The  sec- 
ond son  died  in  1866.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thesman  are 
members  in  good  standing  of  the  German  Lutheran 
Church  at  Hanover.  'Mr.  Thesman,  socially,  is 
prominently  connected  with  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  being 
Noble  Grand,  having  passed  through  all  the  chairs 
of  his  lodge.  He  is  a  warm  admirer  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  order,  and  is  enthusiastic  over  its 
prosperity  and  success  in  this  country.  In  political 
matters  he  votes  the  Democratic  ticket.  He  is  one 
of  those  straightforward  and  reliable  men  who  can 
always  be  depended  upon  to  encourage  morality 
and  good  order,  and  who  illustrates  in  his  own 
career  all  the  qualities  of  the  honest  man  and  good 
citizen.  He  has  been  fortunate  in  acquiring  a 
comfortable  amount  of  this  world's  goods,  and 
will  be  enabled  to  spend  his  old  age  in  peace  and 
comfort. 

-     OOP     - 

— '  c^JM  • — 

JOHN  M.  TOWNSEND  was  born  in  Ere- 
mont  Countj',  Iowa,  July.  23.  1853.  His 
parents  having  removed  to  Atchison  County, 
Mo.,  during  his  boyhood,  he  grew  to  man- 
hood in  that  State.  In  June,  1881,  he  came  to 
Washington  County,  Kan.,  and  settled  in  Highland 
Township,  on  section  11.  He  is  the  owner  of  200 
acres  of  land,  and  gives  his  attention  almost  wholly 
to  stock-raising,  carrying  on  quite  an  extensive 
business.  He  raises  graded  stock,  and  keeps  about 
eighty  head  of  cattle,  and  turns  off  from  100  to  200 
head  of  hogs  annually. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Robert  and  Rosa 
((4ilmore)  Townsend.  The  father  was  a  native  of 
Indiana,  and  his  first  settlement  after  marrying 
was  in  Missouri.     He  remained  there  but  a   short 
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time,  lu)wevei-.  when  he  changed  his  residence  to 
Fremont  County.  Iowa.  He  subsequently  re- 
turned to  Atchison  County.  Mo.,  where  his  wife 
(lied  Sept.  lo,  1887.  The  parental  family  com- 
prised ten  children,  our  subject  being  the  second  in 
order  of  birth. 

John  M.  Townsend,  the  gentleman  of  wiiom  we 
write,  was  married  in  Washington  County,  Kan.. 
July,  2,  1882,  to  Miss  Ursie  Williford,  whose  birth 
iiad  taken  place  in  Indiana.  July  15,  1853.  Mr. 
Townsend  and  his  estimable  wife  are  the  parents 
of  one  child — Raymond,  who  was  born  Dec.  19, 
1885. 

Mr.  Townsend  has  been  Township  Trustee  for 
two  years  and  School  Treasurer  for  three  years.  In 
l)oth  ofHces  he  has  shown  his  capacity  for  finance. 
He  takes  quite  an  interest  in  political  affairs,  and 
is  a  member  of  the  Republican  party.  Although 
not  connected  with  any  church,  Mr.  Townsend  is  a 
believer  in  the  doctrines  of  Christianity.  His  wife 
is  identified  with  the  Methodist  P^pisoopal  Church, 
and  of  high  standing  therein.  Thougii  his  resi- 
dence in  Kansas  has  extended  over  but  a  few 
years,  his  upright  character  and  financial  ability, 
give  promise  that  he  will  ere  long  be  ranked  as  one 
of  the  leading  men  of  the  county.  He  is  at  present 
a  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

^^NDREW    SWEET.     Occupying  a   promi- 
^O     nent  position  among  tlie  farmers  and  stock 
jj  14    raisers  of  Grant  Township,   Riley  County*. 
i^J  is    the   above    named    gentleman,     whose 

landed  estate  now  amounts  to  about  876  acres,  sit- 
uated on  sections  3,  4  and  9,  and  who  is  engaged  in 
raising  cattle,  hogs,  horses  and  mules  for  market. 
His  ability  both  as  an  agriculturist  and  a  stock- 
man is  acknowledged  by  all  about  him,  and  hisup- 
riglit  character  is  equally  well-known  and  valued. 
His  residence  is  a  commodious  stone  edifice,  sit- 
uated on  the  liigh  ground  overlooking  the  Blue 
River  ViiUey  from  the  mouth  of  Mill  Creek  north, 
and  the  fine  estate  comprises  bottom  and  bluff  pas- 
ture land  and  valley.  The  dwelling  contains  an 
excellent  library,  and  an  organ  indicates  that  music 
is  regarded  as  one  of  the    essentials  to  home  cheer 


and  home  happiness.  The  financial  success  of  Mr. 
Sweet  enables  himself  and  family  to  gratify  their 
tastes  and  display  their  hospitality,  and  frequent 
j  gatherings  at  the  house  indicate  that  it  is  a  favorite 
spot,  particular!}'  with  the  music  loving  young 
people.  The  youngest  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Sweet  has  from  her  childhood  been  a  collector  of 
mineralogical  and  geological  specimens,  and  now 
has  a  rare  collection  enriched  bj^  contributions 
from  almost  every  part  of  the  world,  and  including 
also  many  other  curious  and  interesting  articles  of 
vertu,  the  whole  forming  a  valuable  and  highly 
prized  embellishment  of  the  home. 

Mr.  Sweet  is  a  descendant  of  one  of  two  brotheis 
who  came  from  England  with  AVilliam  Penn  and 
assisted  in  the  early  development  of  Pennsylvania, 
from  which  State  his  grandfather  removed  to  Ken- 
tucky. There  B.  F.  Sweet,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  and  grew  to  manhood,  marrying 
Miss  Jane  Robinson,  who  was  born  in  Virginia  and' 
became  an  inhabitant  of  the  Blue  Grass  State  when 
three  years  old.  B.  F.  Sweet  was  a  farmer  and 
cabinet-maker.  He  moved  to  Ohio  about  the  year 
1832,  and  in  Brown  County  our  subject  was  born 
on  Oct.  31.  1834,  being  the  third  in  a  family  of  five 
children.  The  first  born  of  the  parental  family  is 
Lucy  ;M..  now  the  wife  of  J.  M.  Sullivan,  a  min- 
ister of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Bald- 
win City,  Douglas  County,  Kan.;  they  have  four 
living  children.  Elizabeth  F.  resides  in  the  same 
place  and  is  the  wife  of  James  Hair  and  the  mother 
of  six  children.  Thomas  served  during  the  war  in 
the  22d  Ohio  Infantry,  and  lost  his  health  in  the 
army,  surviving,  however,  until  1881;  he  married 
Mattie  Freyberger,  and  left  two  children.  James,  a 
twin  of  Thomas,  was  Color  Sergeant  in  the  48th 
Ohio  Infantry,  and  when  Gen.  Grant  made  an  as- 
sault on  the  Confederate  works  at  Vicksburg,  on 
May  22,  1863,  he  was  the  first  man  to  place  the 
Union  colors  on  the  breast  works,  receiving  a  death 
wound  from  a  bullet  a  few  moments  afterward. 

Andrew  Sweet  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  le- 
ceived  the  usual  common  school  education  of  a 
farmer's  son  on  the  frontier,  where  schools  were 
■•few  and  far  between."  He  remained  at  home 
until  of  age,  and  then  rented  from  his  fatlicr  for 
fifteen  years,  carrying  on  a  successful   agricultural 
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life.  Under  the  call  for  100  days'  men  in  1864  he 
became  a  member  of  Company  K,  60tli  Ohio  In- 
fantry, holding  the  rank  of  Corporal. 

Turning  his  steps  westward  in  the  fall  of  1870, 
Mr.  Sweet  arrived  in  Manhattan  on  Oct.  28,  and 
made  his  home  in  that  town  until  the  following 
February,  when  he  purchased  156  acres  of  land, 
which  forms  a  part  of  his  present  estate.  Learning 
that  the  adjoining  160  acres  was  government  land, 
he  soon  after  filed  a  claim  upon  it  under  the  Home- 
stead Act,  making  his  residence  thereon.  This  acre- 
age was  increased  by  purchase  until  his  landed 
estate  amounted  to  almost  1,000  acres,  but  having 
sold  sevent3^-seven  acres  to  a  son,  his  own  holding- 
is  at  present  but  876. 

On  March,  27,  1856,  in  Brown  County,  Ohio, 
the  rites  of  wedlock  were  celebrated  between  Mr. 
Sweet  and  Miss  Mary  P.  Talley,  wlio  was  also  a  na- 
tive of  the  Buckeye  State.  The  hapjDy  union  has 
resulted  in  the  birth  of  five  children,  only  one  of 
whom  is  now  at  home.  Ann  married  Worth  Nixon, 
a  farmer  in  good  circumstances,  whose  home  is  in 
the  Blue  Valley,  in  the  southeast  corner  of  Grant 
Township;  they  have  one  child.  Benjamin  F.  mar- 
ried Lucy  A.  Knipe,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  William 
Knipe,  whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this  vol- 
ume; they  reside  in  Montgomery  County,  and  have 
three  children.  Thomas  married  Miss  Jessie  A. 
Pierce,  and  their  home  is  near  the  Paul  school 
house  in  Grant  Township.  John  H.  is  unmarried 
and  is  employed  as  clerk  in  the  hardware  store  of 
P.  W.  Zeigler,  in  Manhattan.  Lillie,  who  is  at  home, 
is  well  educated  and  accomplished,  being  an  ex- 
cellent performer  on  the  organ  and  regarded  as  the 
best  singer  in  the  neighborhood,  her  sweet  voice 
leading  in  the  Sunday-school  where  her  musical 
ability  is  very  useful.  All  the  children  received 
their  education  at  Baker  University. 

Mr.  Sweet  is  a  Republican  and  has  served  as  del- 
egate to  county  conventions.  He  has  been  Road 
Overseer  for  several  years  and  is  now  serving  as  a 
member  of  the  District  School  Board  bringing  the 
same  qualities  to  bear  in  the  management  of  town- 
ship affairs,  which  have  made  him  so  successful  in 
his  own  private  work  in  life.  Since  childhood  he 
lias  l)een  a  member  of  tlie  Methodist  Episcopal 
C'liurch  and  is  a  valued  assistant  in  the  good  work 


of  the  denomination.  His  wife,  in  her  own  sphere, 
has  shown  herself  as  able  as  he  in  his,  and  shares 
with  him  in  the  esteem  of  a  large  circle  of  acquaint- 
ances. 

-i -^^ «— 

ARTIN  THOMPSON  is  the  owner  and 
occupant  of  a  fine  farm  on  section  14 
Kimeo  Township,  Washington  County.  It 
comprises  160  acres  under  thorough  cul- 
tivation, and  bearing  such  improvements  as  are 
usual  to  a  progressive  farmer.  Mr.  Thompson 
also  owns  160  acres  on  section  23.  He  gives  con- 
siderable attention  to  stock-raising,  and  keeps  from 
fifty  to  100  head  of  good  cattle. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  John  and  Re- 
becca (Coler)  Thompson.  His  father  was  a  well- 
to-do  farmer  in  Morgan  County,  Ohio,  where  he 
died  at  the  age  of  forty-six  years.  The  mother 
died  when  our  subject  was  but  a  year  old,  leaving 
three  young  children  to  the  care  of  her  husband. 
The  latter  subsequently  married  again,  and  four 
children  were  the  result  of  the  second  marri.nge. 
The  seven  children  born  to  John  Thompson  bore 
the  names  of  Catherine,  Eli,  Martin,  Mary,  Will- 
iam, Margaret  and  John.  Eli  and  Margaret  are 
now  deceased.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  Hugh  Thompson,  was  one  of  the  pioneers 
of  Oregon,  to  which  territory  he  removed  in  1S52, 
and  there  lived  to  a  good  old  age. 

The  gentleman  whose  name  heads  this  notice, 
was  born  in  Morgan  County,  Ohio,  April  7,  1 850. 
He  was  reared  on  a  farm,  and  received  a  common- 
school  education,  remaining  in  his  native  county 
until  1869.  He  tlien  went  to  Andrew  County, 
Mo.,  where  he  remained  five  montiis.  Returning 
to  his  native  State,  he  continued  there  until  the 
following  year,  when  he  removed  to  Vernon 
County,  Wis.  There  he  was  engaged  in  farming 
until  1876,  with  the  exception  of  a  short  time  spent 
in  freighting  before  the  daj-s  of  railroads  in  the 
West.  From  Wisconsin  he  removed  to  Kaufman 
County,  Tex.,  where  he  sojourned  a  couple  of 
years.  His  last  removal  was  to  tiiis  county,  when 
in  1878  he  purchased  the  land  upon  which  he  now 
resides. 

At  the   home   of    the    bride    in  \'ern()n  County, 
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Wis.,  July  4,  1871,  Mr.  Thompson  was  united  in 
marriage  witli  Miss  Huldah  Davis.  Slie  is  a  lad}' 
of  culture  and  refinement,  and  was  born  Jan.  13, 
1852,  in  the  same  county  where  her  husband  first 
saw  the  light.  Her  parents,  Samuel  and  Elizabeth 
((4ladden)  Davis,  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania. 
They  removed  to  Wisconsin  in  1855.  and  there 
Mr.  Davis  died  at  the  age  of  seventy -one  j-ears. 
Mrs.  Davis  still  survives,  having  now  reached  the 
age  of  seventy-two  3'ears.  She  is  a  worth}'  mem- 
ber of  the  Christian  Church,  with  which  her  hus- 
band was  also  identified  during  his  life. 

Mr.  Thompson  is  in  sympathy  with  the  principles 
of  the  Republican  party,  for  which  he  never  fails 
to  cast  his  vote.  He  has  been  an  office  holder  ever 
since  he  became  a  resident  of  this  county,  and  he  is 
now  Treasurer  of  Kimeo  Township.  He  is  a  man 
of  strict  integrity,  of  more  than  ordinary  intelli- 
gence, and  is  justly  esteemed  by  his  fellow-citizens. 


JOHN  DURHAM.  This  gentleman  is  the 
owner  and  occupant  of  a  pleasantly  located 
farm  in  Greenleaf  Township,  Washington 
County,  where  he  is  devoting  his  attention 
to  agricultural  pursuits  and  stock-raising.  His  fine 
farm  is  located  on  sections  27  and  28,  and  com- 
prises 160  acres  under  thorough  cultivation,  and 
bearing  good  iraproveirents. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  Bryce  R.  Durham, 
born  in  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  about  the  j^ear 
1802.  He  was  a  son  of  Jacob  Durham,  who  was 
a  native  of  New  Jersey,  and  of  Irish  descent.  Bryce 
Durliam  removed  to  Erie  County,  Pa.,  when  quite 
a  young  man,  and  there  followed  farming  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  about  1855.  He  was  in  very 
good  financial  circumstances.  He  married  Maria 
Yandevender,  born  in  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  in 
1800.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Peter  Vandevender, 
of  German  extraction,  and  who  was  born  in  New 
Jersey.  He  was  an  officer  in  the  Revolutionary 
War.  Several  of  the  members  of  the  Vandevender 
family  were  West  Point  cadets  at  an  early  date, 
and  served  in  the  Kevoliitionarv  War,  and  the  War 


of  1812.  Mrs.  Maria  (Vandevender)  Durham, died 
in  Erie  County,  Pa  ,  in  1870,  having  borne  her  hus- 
band several  children.  They  are:  Benjamin,  a  mill- 
wright at  LaCrosse,  Wis.;  William,  a  farmer  in 
this  county;  Jane,  wife  of  Austin  Seeley,  a  farmer 
in  Harrison  County,  Iowa;  John,  of  whom  we  write; 
and  two  daughters  who  are  now  deceased.  The 
third  child  was  Mary,  who  married  Albert  L.  Ma- 
shon,  of  Donelsonville,  La.,  and  subsequently  died. 
The  fifth  child  was  Eliza,  who  died  in  Springfield, 
Pa.,  at  the  age  of  eighteen  j^ears. 

John  Durham  was  born  in  Sjiringfield,  Erie 
County,  Pa.,  April  19,  1841.  He  was  reared  to 
tlie  age  of  fourteen  in  his  native  place.  At  that 
time  his  father  died,  and  he  went  to  Louisiana  and 
lived  at  Bastrop,  Moorhouse  Parish.  Some  time 
later  he  went  to  St.  Joseph,  La.,  and  for  two  years 
was  overseer  on  a  plantation  there.  He  afterward 
followed  contracting,  continuing  in  that  business 
until  1859,  when  he  returned  to  his  native  State 
and  county.  There  he  was  engaged  in  the  oil  busi- 
ness for  about  two  years. 

On  Aug.  12,  1862,  Mr.  Durham  joined  the  United 
States  army  as  a  private,  being  enrolled  in  Company 
A,  145th  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  which  served  with 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  On  the  13th  of  De- 
cember following  his  enlistment,  he  was  severelj- 
wounded  at  Fredericksburg,  where  he  received  a 
gun-shot  wound  through  the  body.  On  Feb.  21, 
1863,  he  was  honorably  discharged,  owning  to  dis- 
ability, and  returned  to  his  home.  After  regain- 
ing his  health  in  the  fall  of  1863,  he  went  to  work 
in  an  oar  factory  at  Mauniee  City,  Ohio.  One 
year  later  the  factory  was  removed  to  Defiance 
County,  where  Mr.  Durham  accompanied  it.  There 
he  remained  until  1869,  when  he  removed  to  this 
county.  He  homesteaded  160  acres  on  section  13, 
of  what  is  now  Linn  Township.  He  lived  there 
until  1880,  when  he  sold  out,  and  bought  the  quar- 
ter-section where  he  now  resides.  He  started  in 
life  with  but  a  small  capital,  and  is  now  verv  com- 
fortably situated. 

At  the  home  of  the  bride's  parents  in  jMaumee 
City,  Ohio,  April  17,  1865,  Mr.  Durham  celebrated 
his  marriage  to  Miss  Carrie  Whitehead.  This  es- 
timable young  lady  was  a  daugliler  of  David  and 
Mary  A.  (MeCue)  Whitehead.     She  lias   borne  her 
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husband  two  children:  W.  Wilson,  who  was  born 
Feb.  4,  1866,  and  Altic  A.,  who  was  born  Jan.  II, 
1877. 

Mr.  Durham  is  a  believer  in,  and  a  supporter  of 
the  principles  of  the  Republican  party.  He  holds 
membership  in  the  A.  F.  and  A.  M.  Lodge  No. 
215.  at  Bryan,  Ohio.  He  is  a  good  citizen,  and  an 
honorable  man,  and  as  such  is  esteemed  by  his 
neighbors  and  fellow-citizens. 

\||AMES  A.  TOTTEN.  The  liome  of  this 
I  gentleman  is  one  of  tlie  pleasant  rural  resi- 
|{  deuces  of  Washington  County.  It  is  located 
''^/y  in  Sheridan  Township  and  is  represented  by 
a  line  view  on  another  page  of  this  volume.  The 
estate,  consists  of  235  productive  acres,  155  being 
under  the  plow,  and  the  remainder  in  pasture  and 
meadow.  An  orchard  of  about  200  trees,  a  good 
system  of  fencing,  adequate  stable  and  other  farm 
buildings,  together  with  a  well  built  frame  resi- 
dence, indicate  that  the  estate  is  under  the  control 
of  a  thorough  and  progressive  farmer. 

Mr.  Totten  was  born  in  Niagara  County',  N.  Y.. 
and  was  reared  on  a  farm.  He  was  educated  in  the 
district  schools  and  the  Academy  at  Lockport,  N.  Y., 
and  made  excellent  use  of  the  advantages  lie 
received,  following  the  profession  of  a  teacher  for 
two  years  in  his  native  county.  In  the  spring  of  1871 
he  removed  to  Floyd  County,  Iowa.  About  a  year 
later  he  came  to  this  county,  and  took  up  a  home- 
stead of  160  acres  in  Mill  Creek  Township.  He 
improved  the  farm  and  remained  upon  it  until 
1877.  Selling  out  tlien,  he  bought  120  acres  in  his 
present  location,  to  whicli  he  has  since  added  115 
acres.  It  was  cliiefly  wild  land,  vvliich  he  lias 
brought  to  its  present  state  of  cultivation.  It  is 
well  adapted  to  general  farming,  in  which  its  owner 
is  engaged. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  took  place  in  this 
county  in  1874.  The  bride  was  Miss  Alice  E.. 
daughter  of  Rev.  L.  Prentice,  of  Valley  Falls, 
Kan.  She  is  a  native  of  Cuyahoga  County,  Ohio, 
and  a  lady  of  intelligence  and  refinement.  Her  pa- 
rents removed  to  this  State  ill  18i;i.  and  locativl 
near  Valley    Falls,    Jefferson   County.      Tiiere  lier 


motlier,  Athelina  (Willit)   Prentice    died  in  187»J. 
The    father   subsequently   married  a  IMrs.  Orr  of 
Leavenworth  County,   this  Slate.     The  parents  of 
Mrs.    Totten    were    natives   of   New   York  State, 
where  they  were  married,  afterward    removing   to 
Ohio.     The  father  preached  in  the  northern  part  of 
the  latter  State  when  it  was  almost  a  wilderness. 
They  lived  in  several   different  counties  in  Ohio,  , 
jjrevious  to  their  removal  to  Kansas.     Both  v!&- 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.    M 
and  Mrs.  Totten  have  four  children  living.     They 
are  named  respectively:     Walter    P.,   Edgar  W 
Mary  A.  and  Laura  E.    Two  children  Lloyd  B.  and 
Edna  E.  have  been  taken  from  them  by  the  liai 
of  death. 

Mr.   Totten   and  his  family  are  members  of  th^ 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Clifton.     He  was^;, 
County  School  Examiner  from  1876  to  1882.    Duiy;:^^! 
ing  the   past  six    years   he   has  held  the  office  ofS^ 
Justice    of   the    Peace    in  this    county.      A  trust- 
worthy   citizen    and    an    educated   and    Christian 
gentleman,  Mr.   Totten  is  entitled  to  the  respect  of 
his   neighbors  and   fellow   citizens,   and    it    is  not 
witliheld  from  him. 

if^^HO^MAS  IIETU,  late  of  Clifton  Township, 
((l^^  departed  this  life  at  his  homestead  on  sec. 
^^^  tion  26,  July  28,  1879.  He  was  born  near 
the  city  of  Montreal,  Can.ada,  Nov.  9,  1846,  and 
was  the  son  of  French-Canadian  parents.  His  father. 
Joseph  Iletu,  was  likewise  a  native  of  the  Dominion^ 
and  of  French  ancestry.  The  latter  was  a  farmer 
by  occup.<)tion,  and  married  a  French  Canadian 
lady,  wiiose  first  name  was  Delilah.  Siie  was  born 
in  the  city  of  Montreal.  Joseph  Hetu  is  still  liv- 
ing, and  has  now  arrived  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty-three  years.  He  is  retired  from  active  busi- 
ness, and  makes  his  home  in  Assumption,  Canada. 
His  wife  died  tliere  in  April,  1889,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-two  years;  liolh  had  embraced  the  Catholic 
faith  in  their  youth. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  spent  the  lirst  four- 
teen years  of  his  life  in  his  native  Province,  then 
coming  over  into  the  States,  settled  near  Kankakee. 
111.,  whence  later    he    removed  west  of    the  Missis- 


y^'^^SS^iK :  .* 


'^--^■im^^^Ut 


Residence  of  J.A.Totten,Sec.26.  Sheridan  Tt=.  Washington  Co.  Kan. 


^^ 


Farm  Residence  of  Mrs  Celia  A.Hetu.Sec  26  Clifton Tp  Washington  Co  Kan 


Farm  Residence  of  Joseph  BowmakerJr.Sec.ZsheridanTr  Washington  Co.Kan. 
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sippi,  ard  located  in  Reno,  Neh.  He  there  learned 
tlie  trade  of  a  blacksmith,  which  he  followed  in 
that  State  until  1870,  then  came  to  Kansas  and 
erected  the  first  blacksmith  shop  in  Clifton.  He 
operated  this  for  a  number  of  years,  and  then, 
about  1872,  homesteaded  eighty  acres  of  land  on 
section  26,  Clifton  Township,  from  which  he  con- 
structed a  good  farm,  and  there  spent  the  remain- 
der of  his- days.  In  the  meantime  he  added  to  his 
real  estate  forty  acres  of  timber  on  the  same  section. 

Mr.  Hetu  was  in  all  respects  an  honest  man,  a 
good  citizen  and  a  valued  member  of  the  commu- 
nity. He  was  active  and  enterprising,  a  good 
neighbor  and  a  kind  husband  and  father.  In  poli- 
tics he  was  a  sound  Republican,  although  mixing 
very  little  in  outside  affairs.  He  came  to  Wash- 
ington County  a  single  man,  and  on  the  4th  of  De- 
cember, 1872.  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Celia  A.  Burk,  of  Clifton  Townsliip,  and  the  daugh 
ter  of  Robert  Burk,  who  is  represented  elsewhere 
in  this  Albu.m.  ]Mrs.  Hetu  was  the  eldest  daughter 
and  second  child  in  a  family  of  nine  children,  and 
was  reared  and  educated  in  Iowa  and  Kansas.  She 
is  a  lady  of  more  than  ordinary  intelligence,  bright 
and  well-informed,  and  a  worthy  representative  of 
one  of  the  most  prominent  families  in  this  part  of 
the  county.  Of  her  union  with  Mr.  Hetu  there  have 
been  born  two  children,  Schuyler  and  J.  Menty, 
who  remain  at  home  with  their  mother,  and  are 
being  educateil  in  the  Clifton  schools.  Mrs.  Hetu 
is  a  Presb3-terian  in  religious  belief,  and  a  lady 
very  highly  respected  in  her  community.  Since 
the  death  of  her  husband  she  has  managed  the 
property  with  rare  good  judgment,  and  keeps  up 
the  liomestead  in  its  old  time   admirable  condition. 

A  lithographic  view  of  the  old  homestead  is 
shown  elsewiiere  in  this  work. 


JOSEPH  BOWMAKER.  Jk.  Among  the  pio- 
neer residents  of  Washington  County,  none 
are  more  highly  respected  than  tlie  gentle- 
man above  named.  From  the  year  1860  he 
has  witnessed  the  development  of  the  county.  He 
l>articipated  in  the  scenes  of  pioneer  life  from  his 
boyiioud  until    the  county  ceased  to  be  considered 


"on  the  frontier."  He  owns  and  occupies  the 
nortlieast  quarter  of  section  7,  Sheridan  Townsliip. 
The  farm  is  all  under  the  plow,  in  pasture,  or  in 
meadow.  It  is  all  fenced,  except  about  eighty  rods 
on  the  east  side.  There  is  an  excellent  orchard  of 
about  200  trees,  a  well-built  dwelling  of  pleasing 
design,  and  adequate  farm  outbuildings. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  Joseph  and  Elizabeth 
(Fink)  Bowmaker,  were  born  in  Prussia.  After 
their  marriage  they  came  to  the  United  States,  and 
located  in  Illinois.  They  came  to  this  county  in 
1860.  The  father  preempted  a  quarter  of  section 
12  in  Clifton  Township,  where  he  still  lives.  Many 
Indians  were  in  the  neighborhood  during  the  early 
years  of  their  residence,  and  the  settlers  were  fre- 
quently alarmed  by  their  raids.  At  such  times 
Ft.  Riley.  Clay  Center  and  Clifton  were  the  gath- 
ering places  of  the  settlers.  No  serious  depreda- 
tions were  committed  in  this  immediate  neighbor- 
hood, though  on  the  way  from  the  Fort  scenes  of 
destruction  would  be  visible. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  was  born  in 
Stephenson  County,  III.,  Oct.  17,  1846.  He  was 
consequently  but  fourteen  years  of  age  when  he 
entered  this  county,  and  well  remembers  such 
scenes  as  are  spoken  of  above.  There  were  no  schools 
here  when  he  came,  and  the  most  of  our  subject's 
school  life  was  that  which  was  spent  in  Illinois. 
Tiie  farm  which  Mr.  Bowmaker  now  occupies  was 
taken  by  him  under  the  Homestead  Act.  He  built 
a  log  cabin  on  the  claim,  and  there  kept  "bach" 
for  over  four  years.  During  the  time  he  broke  some 
of  the  prairie,  and  otherwise  improved  the  place. 
After  their  marriage,  the  young  couple  began  their 
housekeeping  in  the  same  log  cabin,  which  soon 
showed  that  a  woman's  hand  was  "at  the  helm."  In 
the  fall  of  1885  a  well-built  frame  house  was  erected, 
and  the  family  moved  into  the  new  and  more  com- 
modious quarters. 

In  Strawberry  Township,  at  the  home  of  the 
bride,  Mr.  Bowmaker  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Margaret  Feider.  Her  parents,  llobart  and 
Mary  A.  (Walterschiet)  Feider,  were  born  in  Ger- 
many. There  they  were  married,  and  thence  emi- 
grated to  the  United  States  in  1847.  They  located 
in  Missouri,  where  their  daughter,  Mrs.  Bowmaker, 
was    born.     In   that   State   Mr.  Feider   died.     His 
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widow  departed  this  life  in  this  couuty.  Both  were 
communicants  of  tlie  Catliolic  Churcli.  Mrs.  Bow- 
maker  lias  borne  her  husband  seven  children,  two 
of  whom  died  in  infancy.  The  five  survivors  are 
named  respectively:  Peter,  Elizabeth,  Mary,  Lena 
and  Hobart. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bowmaker  are  communicants  of 
the  Catholic  Church,  in  which  faith  tliey  were 
reared.  They  are  possessed  of  nianj'  sterling  quali- 
ties, and  are  well  esteemed  by  all  who  know  them. 
A  view  of  their  place  will  be  seen  on  another  pasje. 


Vi^REDERICK  IMHOFF.     Th 


gentleman  is 
one  of  the  large  land  owners  of  Indcpend- 
1^  ence  Township,  Washington  County.  He 
resides  on  section  29,  and  has  480  acres  of  land 
under  thorough  cultivation,  and  supplied  with 
necessary  and  adequate  buildings.  He  has  just  com- 
pleted a  residence  at  a  cost  of  $1,500,  his  former 
home  having  been  entirely  destroj'ed  by  fire  on  the 
Gth  of  March,  1889.  The  conflagration  was  occa- 
sioned by  sparks  from  a  locomotive  on  the  Balti- 
more &  Mississippi  Railroad,  which  runs  through 
his  land.  Mr.  Imhoff  intends  erecting  a  fine  new 
barn.  His  place  is  made  attractive  by  the  300 
fruit  trees,  numerous  stands  of  grapes  and  other 
small  fruits,  which  he  has  set  out.  Beginning  life 
with  no  capital,  his  affairs  now  rest  on  as  firm  a 
financial  basis  as  tliose  of  any  citizen  of  the  vicin- 
ity. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Bennett  Fred- 
erick and  Anna  (Code)  Imhoff,  natives  of  Olden- 
burg, Germany,  where  they  were  married  and 
resided.  The  father  was  a  brick-layer.  He  died 
in  1886;  his  wife  is  now  living  in  her  native  place 
at  the  age  of  eighty.  The  family  comprised  six 
children,  of  whom  our  subject  was  the  third.  He 
was  born  Feb.  27.  1843,  and  grew  to  manhood  in 
his  native  place.  He  received  the  education  which 
Germany  insures  to  all  her  sons,  and  learned  the 
trade  of  a  carpenter.  During  his  country's  war 
with  Austria,  he  served  in  the  2d  Artillery,  and 
went  through  the  campaign  from  the  fall  of  1864  to 
the  fall  of  1866  williont  a  wound.  Among  other 
engagements  in  wliich  he  took  part  were  tlie   Ger- 


man victories  of  Tauber-Bischofsheim  and  Gerlach- 
shein  in  Baden,  and  Wurzburg  in  Bavaria.  The 
year  following  the  war,  Mr.  Imhoff  came  to  Amer- 
ica, and  landing  in  New  York,  went  immediately 
to  Doniphan  County,  Kan.  In  1869  he  removed 
to  this  county,  and  took  a  homestead.  Here  he  has 
since  made  his  home,  improving  liis  estate  and  add- 
ing to  its  acreage.  He  keeps  about  tliirty-five  head 
of  cattle,  ten  of  horses,  and  forty  of  hogs. 

Mr.  Imhoff  celebrated  his  marriage,  in  March, 
1870,  with  Helene  Lavrantz,  of  Doniphan  Count}'. 
.She  was  born  in  Oldenburg,  German}',  Sept.  28, 
1843,  and  came  to  America  in  1867,  residing  in 
Doniphan  County,  until  her  marriage.  (For  notice 
of  her  parents,  see  sketch  of  her  brother,  John  Lav- 
rantz, which  occupies  another  page).  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Imhoff  are  the  parents  of  five  children,  three  of 
whom  are  now  living.  They  are  Henry  A.,  F. 
William,  and  A.  Helene,  all  at  home  attending 
school.  They  are  receiving  all  possible  advantages 
in  that  direction,  and  their  parents  are  much  inter- 
ested in  their  progress. 

Mr.  Imhoff  is  conservative  in  politics,  and  votes 
the  Republican  ticket.  He  has  been  a  member  of 
the  School  Board  for  six  years,  and  has  also  acted 
as  Road  Overseer.  He  and  his  wife  are  members 
of  the  German  Lutheran  Church,  in  Hanover,  and  he 
has  been  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trustees.  Tlie 
success  which  Mr.  Imhoff  has  met  with,  proves  him 
to  be  capable  and  cautious  in  the  management  of 
his  business.  He  bears  tlie  reputation  of  an  honor- 
able man  and  intelligent  citizen,  and  is  a  general 
favorite  in  the  community,  his  wife  also  standing 
high  in  the  respect  of  all. 


^NDREW  J.  WILCOX. 
Ol    successful    and 


Among  the  many 
progressive    farmers   and 
//[  li    stock-raisers  of    Washington  County,  this 
^  gentleman  holds    high    rank       His   home- 

stead is  located  on  section  8,  Clifton  Township,  and 
is  in  a  highly  improved  condition.  He  makes  a 
specialty  of  Poland-China  hogs,  and  has  some  fine 
registered  swine.  He  was  born  in  Wisconsin,  and 
is  a  son  of  Ephraim  and  Mercy  (Adams)  Wilcox. 
His  i)lace  of  birth  was  Salem,  Kenosha  County,  and 
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the  date,  Jan. .22,  1843.  He  was  well  educated,  and 
made  his  home  with  his  father  until  he  came  to 
Kansas  in  1869.  The  family  lived  in  two  or  three 
different  counties  in  Wisconsin. 

In  Trempealeau  Country,  Wis.,  in  1860,  our  sub- 
ject, with  his  father,  started  a  nursery,  which  they 
conducted  for  nine  years.  Mr.  Wilcox  then  sold  to  a 
brother,  William,  and  came  himself  to  this  State. 
In  March,  1864,  he  enlisted  in  the  36th  Wisconsin 
Infantry,  Company  I.  The  company  was  com- 
manded b3'  Capt.  Farren,  and  the  regiment  by  Cols. 
Haskell  and  Warner.  The  regiment  was  sent  to  the 
South,  and  took  part  in  the  terrible  battles  of  Rick- 
et's  farm,  where  eighteen  per  cent  of  those  engaged 
on  the  Union  side  were  lost.  Their  next  heavy 
engagement  was  at  Spottsylvania.  Following  this 
came  the  liard  fought  battles  of  Chickahominy  and 
Cold  Harbor.  At  the  latter  engagament  Mr.  Wil- 
cox received  a  shot  in  the  left  knee,  which  disabled 
liini  for  a  few  da3's.  lie  lost  as  little  time  as  pos- 
sible, and,  rejoining  his  company,  fought  with  them 
through  seven  engagements  at  Petersburg.  He  was 
discharged  at  Alexandria,  ^^^..  in  June,  1865,  and 
tlience  returned  to  his  home.  There  he  continued 
in  tlie  nursery  business  for  four  years.  On  coming 
to  this  State,  he  identified  himself  witli  the  agricul- 
turists and  stock  men.  The  land  upon  which  he 
now  resides,  was  taken  by  liim  as  a  homestead  in 
1870.  He  feeds  much  stock,  and  is  a  successful 
lireeder. 

Mr.  Wilcox  was  married  in  Trempealeau  County, 
Wis.,  to  Miss  Violet  Gladson.  The  bride  was  born 
in  Delaware  County,  N.  Y.,  Aug.  23, 1845.  When 
quite  young  she  came  v.'lth  her  parents  to  Trem- 
pealeau County,  where  they  settled  on  a  farm.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Gladson  were  born  in  Scotland,  and  came 
to  the  L^nited  States  after  their  marriage.  Botli  are 
now  deceased.  The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilcox 
has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  Ave  children.  They 
Iiear  the  names  of  Elsie,  Angus,  Walter,  Eunice, 
and  Andrew  J.     They  are  all  at  home. 

Kphraim  Wilcox,  tiie  father  of  our  subject,  w.is 
born  in  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  the  sou  of 
John  Wilcox,  who  was  also  a  native  of  the  Empire 
State,  and  probably  of  Welsh  ancestry.  John  Wil- 
<'ox  was  a  farmer.  After  the  death  of  his  wife  he  I 
removed  to  Wisconsin,  and  made  his  home  in  Ken-    1 


osha  County,  until  his  death.  That  eveut  occur- 
red when  he  was  within  a  few  d.ays  of  ninety  years 
of  age.  He  had  been  a  soldier  in  the  Black  Hawk 
War.  and  was  a  lifelong  Democrat.  Ephraim  Wil- 
cox was  taught  the  trade  of  a  shoemaker,  and  fol- 
lowed the  same  for  some  years.  He  was  officially 
connected  with  Oneida  County  for  several  years  as 
Deputy  Sheriff,  Deputy  Clerk,  etc.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  that  county  to  Miss  Mercy  Adams.  She  was 
a  native  of  that  county,  and  descendant  of  a  long 
line  of  ancestors  prominent  in  the  history  of  that 
State. 

After  the  birth  of  four  children,  Ephraim  Wil- 
cox and  his  wife  removed  to  Kenosha  County,  Wis. 
Their  removal  took  place  in  1830,  and  they  crossed 
Lake  Michigan  on  the  first  boat  that  ma<le  the  trip. 
Tlie  vessel  was  in  command  of  Capt.  McFadden. 
On  settling  in  Wisconsin,  Mr.  Wilcox  was  sur- 
rounded by  a  wild  waste  of  territory  inhat)ited  by 
Indians,  and  on  which  wild  game  abounded.  He  be- 
came one  of  the  live  men  of  the  countj-,  and  assisted 
largely  in  its  development.  He  was  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  town  of  Wilmot,  which  was  located 
on  land  which  he  had  obtained  from  "Uncle  Sam." 
Some  time  after  his  removal  to  Wisconsin,  he  man- 
aged an  hotel,  and  carried  on  a  boot  and  shoe  store. 
Later  he,  with  twootliers.  founded  the  cit^'  of  Rich- 
land Center,  Richland  County.  He  afterward  pur- 
chased two  farms  near  the  city,  and  operated  them 
for  several  years.  Selling  them,  he  removed  to 
Jackson  County,  and  there  continued  his  agricul- 
tural pursuits.  He  subsequently  removed  to  Trem- 
pealeau County,  and,  as  before  stated,  was  engaged 
for  a  number  of  years  in  the  nursery  business. 
After  his  son  Andrew,  our  subject,  had  sold  iiis  in- 
terest to  anotlier  son,  William,  the  father  and  his 
new  partner  continued  the  business  at  the  same  place 
until  about  the  year  1873.  They  then  removed  to 
LaCrosse,  wliere  they  have  since  been  successfully 
engaged  in  conducting  what  is  known  as  the  Mt. 
Hope  Nurseries. 

Ephraim  Wilcox  was  .an  Abolitionist  until  after 
tlie  emancipation  of  the  slaves,  since  which  time  he 
has  been  a  radical  Prohibitionist.  While  working 
in  behalf  of  the  freedom  of  the  slaves,  lie  was  closely 
connected  with  Owen  P.  Lovejoy.  and  made  many 
speeches  in  tlie  interest  of  frocddui.      lie  is  an  lion- 
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orary  member  of  botli  the  Wisconsin  and  Minne- 
sota State  Horticultural  Societies.  Among  the 
fruit  growers  and  those  interested  in  horticulture 
in  the  Northwest,  he  is  well  known.  Two  of  his 
sons,  Thomas  and  Ephraim,  .Tr.,  served  more  than 
three  3'ears  in  the  suppression  of  the  late  Rebellion. 
Ephraim,  .Tr.,  was  a  member  of  the  "Eagle  Regi- 
ment," and  of  the  "Old  Abe"  Company,  of  Wis- 
consin. 

Andrew  J.  AVilcox  has  served  two  terms  as  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace  in  Clifton  Township,  and  has  held 
other  local  offices.  He  belongs  to  Sedgwick  Post 
No.  24,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Clifton.  He  is  a  stalwart  Re- 
publican, and  is  not  only  a  successful  business  man, 
but  is  a  progressive  citizen — and  a  man  of  sterling 
character  and  fine  capabilities.  His  wife  is  also 
possessed  of  more  than  ordinary  intelligence,  to- 
getiier  with  many  s0ci.1l  and  domestic  virtues. 


YRON  P.  WEBSTER.  Tlie  spring  of  1879 
found  Mr.  Webster  established  at  his  pres- 
ent farm  on  section  21,  Clifton  Township 
and  since  that  time  he  has  devoted  his  at- 
tention to  its  cultivation  and  improvement.  The 
homestead  comprises  320  broad  acres,  fertile  and 
well  watered  and  which  yield  handsome  returns  to 
the  hand  of  the  husbandman.  Mr.  Webster  came 
to  Washington  County  in  the  spring  of  1878  from 
Assumption,  111.  He  had  been  for  about  thirty 
years  a  resident  of  Christian  County',  that  State. 
Prior  to  this  he  had  lived  in  Sangamon  County,  III., 
three  years.  During  his  early  manhood,  having  a 
fine  voice  for  singing,  he  had  occupied  himself  as  a 
teacher  of  vocal  music  for  many  years,  but  in  the 
meantime  he  had  also  purchased  and  conducted  a 
farm.  Since  coming  to  Kansas  he  has  also  taught 
music  considerably.  His  first  experience  in  this 
profession  was  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  and  his 
first  class  in  music  was  in  St.  Lawrence  County, 
N.  Y.  He  was  born  in  that  countj',  in  the  town 
of  Stockholm,  July  8,  1827. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  Warren  Webster, 
a  native  of  Massachnsetts  and  an  offshoot  of  the 
old  Noah  and  Daniel  Webster  families,  being  more 
nearly  related  to  the  former  than  the  latter.     Tlie 


paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject. was  the  Rev. 
Samuel  Webster,  a  minister  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
who  spent  the  most  of  his  life  in  the  State  of  Ver- 
mont, where  he  died  when  ripe  in  years.  He 
preached  the  first  sermon  ever  delivered  in  Stock- 
holm. St.  Lawrence  Co.,  X.  Y.,  while  on  a  visit  to 
his  children,  who  had  settled  there  at  a  very  early 
day.  He  possessed  considerable  talent  as  an  orator, 
always  speaking  extempore. 

Warren    Webster  was  j'oung  in   years  when  he 
went  with  his  father  from   Massachusetts   to  A'er- 
mont,  and  in  the  latter  State  was  reared  to  farming 
pursuits.    There  also  he  was  married  to  Miss  Anna 
1    Phelps,  a  lad3'  of  excellent  birth  and  education,  and 
one  possessed  of  all    the    Christian    virtues.     Her 
[   early  home  was  near  the  town  of  Rutland,  and  she 
'    was   the   daughter  of  a  Baptist  minister,  who  was 
I    born,  reared  and  married  in  Massachusetts;  he  died 
:    when  quite  aged  in  Vermont.    After  their  marriage 
Warren  Webster  and  his  wife  immediately  removed 
te  St.  Lawrence  County,  N.  Y.,  he  being  about  the 
ninth    to    settle   there,  taking  up  liis  residence  in 
I   Stockholm  Township.     He  improved  a  farm  from 
'   the    wilderness,  building  up  a  comfortable    home 
and  there  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  dying  at 
the  advanced  age  of  ninety  years.     He  was  a  Bap- 
I   tist  in  religious  belief,  and,  after  the  abandonment 
of  the  old  Whig   party,  a  Republican   in   politics. 
j    He  served  as  a  Colonel  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  for 
I   some  years  was  a  recruiting  officer.     His  wife  sur- 
vived him  a  few  years,  and  died  at  the  home  of  her 
daughter.  Mrs.  Eliza  Johnson,  in  Potsd.am,  N.  Y.; 
I   she  was   ninety-two  years  old,  and   was  likewise  a 
I    Baptist  in  religion. 

j  The  subject  of  this  sketcii  was  tlie  youngest  of 
the  eight  children  of  the  parental  family  who  grew 
to  matui-e  .years — four  sons  and  four  daughters.  Of 
these  but  three  are  now  living.  Myron  P.  acquired 
his  education  mostly  in  a  select  school  and  took 
singing  lessons  at  Potsdam,  N.  Y.  Upon  reaching 
man's  estate  he  was  married,  in  St.  Lawrence  County, 
to  Miss  Julia  T.  Chase.  This  lad}^  was  born  in  Ver- 
mont, April  4.  1829,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Lu- 
tlier  and  Julia  Chase,  who  were  natives  of  the  Green 
Mountain  State,  where  they  were  reared  and  mar- 
ried. They  became  the  parents  of  two  children 
only,  both  daughters,  of  whom  Mrs.  Webster   was 
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the  elder.  The  mother  died  in  middle  life  and 
Mr.  Chase  nianied  for  ills  second  wife  a  Miss  Bar- 
rett. The  family  all  removed  to  St.  Lawrence 
County,  N.  Y.,  later  settling  on  a  farm,  where  the 
parents  lived  for  some  years.  In  1852  Mr.  Chase 
removed  with  his  wife  to  Christian  County,  111., 
and  there  the  latter  died  of  cholera  two  days 
after  their  arrival.  Mr.  Cliase  subsequently  made 
his  home  with  his  daughter.  Mrs.  Webster,  and  died 
at  an  advanced  age  in  the  faith  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  religiously,  and  politically  in  the  faith  of 
the  Republican  party. 

The  following  children  were  born  to  our  sub- 
ject and  his  estimable  wife,  one  of  whom,  Julia 
T..  died  at  the  interesting  age  of  nineteen  years; 
Warren,  the  eldest  living,  is  married,  and  lives 
on  a  farm  in  Ellsworth  Count3%  this  State:  Anna 
is  the  wife  of  Gilbert  Folsom,  and  they  live  on  a 
farm  in  Clifton  Township;  Emma  married  Leon- 
ard Cubhing,  a  farmer  of  Sheridan  Township; 
Idella  is  the  wife  of  Robert  AVoody,  Deput}- 
County  Treasurer  of  Washington  County;  Ernest 
took  to  wife  Miss  Viola  Haggard,  and  they  live  on 
a  faim  in  Clifton  Township;  Celestia  employs  her- 
self as  a  teacher  and  makes  her  home  with  her  par- 
ents; Pxlmund  remains  at  home  and  assists  his 
father  on  the  farm.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Webster  belong 
to  the  Baptist  Church,  in  which  the  former  officiates 
as   Deacon.     Politically,  he  is  a  sound  Republican. 


^^  AMUEL  MONTGOMERY.  This  well-to- 
^^5^  do  farmer  of  Ogden  Township,  may  usually 
H\/_J|  be  found  at  his  headquarters — a  line  and 
^—^  well-improved  homestead  of  320  acres  on 
section  7.  He  has  under  the  plow  200  acres,  and 
the  balance  is  largely  devoted  to  hay  and  pasturage. 
He  keeps  about  forty  head  of  cattle,  fifty  head  of 
swine  and  nine  horses.  His  family  consists  of  a 
very  intelligent  wife  and  twelve  cliildren,  all  of 
whom  are  living.  The  latter  comprise  a  most  in- 
teresting group  of  sons  and  daughters,  whose 
births  are  recorded  as  follows:  Zachariah,  March 
10,  1851;  Thomas  Dec.  19,  1853;  John,  Nov.  1, 
1855;  Emily,  Feb.  7.  1858;  Irene,  Nov.  30,  1859; 
George,  March  28,  1862;  Cynthia,  March.  13. 1864; 


Samuel,  Feb.  14,  1868;  Marian,  Aug.  17,  1871; 
Grant,  Nov.  19,  1873;  Nancy,  Aug.  31,  1875; 
Walter,  Feb.  5,  1879. 

Mr.  Montgomer3'  was  the  seventh  in  a  family  of 
ten  children,  and  was  born  March  2,  1828  in  Green 
County,  K3\  His  father,  Thomas  Montgomery,  was 
a  native  of  Virginia  and  a  farmer  by  occupation. 
The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  was  Sally  Morris, 
and  she  was  a  native  of  Kentucky.  The  parents 
spent  their  last  years  in  Missouri,  the  father  dying 
in  1855  and  the  mother  in  1874.  Samuel,  like  his 
brothers  and  sisters,  received  a  common-school  ed- 
c.ation  in  Buchanan  County,  Mo.,  to  which  the 
family  removed  in  1838.  He  at  an  early  age  became 
familiar  with  the  science  of  agriculture,  and  re- 
mained under  the  parental  roof  until  after  reaching 
his  majority.  On  the  29th  of  December,  1849,  he 
was  unite(l  in  marriage  with  Miss  Nancy  Jane 
Parker,  the  wedding  taking  place  at  t'je  bride's 
home  in  Center  Township,  Buchanan. 

Mrs.  Nancy  Jane  (Parker)  Montgomerj'  was  born 
in  Surrey  County,  N.  C,  Sept.  6,  1834,  and  was  the 
seventh  child  in  a  family  of  thirteen  children,  the 
offspring  of  P^dmund  and  Nancy  (Hickman)  Parker, 
who  were  natives  respectively  of  North  Carolina 
and  Virginia.  Thej'  were  married  in  the  first-men- 
tioned State,  and  lived  there  until  1840.  Then  cross- 
ing the  Mississippi  they  settled  in  Buchanan  Count}', 
Mo.,  where  the  father  died  in  1860.  The  mother 
survived  her  husband  for  a  period  of  twenty-four 
years,  remaining  a  widow,  and  died  in  1884,  at  the 
home  of  her  youngest  son.  C.  M.  Parker,  in  Sumner 
County,  Kan.,  when  quite  aged. 

Mrs.  Montgomery  spent  her  childhood  and 
3^outh  in  a  comparativel}'  uneventful  manner, 
acquiring  her  education  in  the  common  school,  and 
growing  to  an  interesting  and  attractive  woman- 
hood. She  has  been  the  able  assistant  of  her  hus- 
band in  the  accumulation  of  their  property,  and  is 
recognized  as  a  leader  in  her  community,  where 
the  family,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  thej'  have 
not  been  long-time  residents,  are  looked  upon  as 
constituting  a  part  of  its  most  respectable  element. 
Mrs.  Montgomery  is  a  member  in  good  standing 
of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  with  her  husband,  is 
warmly  interested  in  the  training  and  education  of 
their    younger    children.      Mr.    Montgomery,  who 
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came  with  his  family  to  Riley  County,  in  1887, 
was  a  member  of  the  School  Board  of  his  district 
in  Missouri,  and  also  officiated  as  Road  Supervisor. 
He  refuses  to  be  g-overned  by  party  lines  in  poli- 
tics, but  usually  votes  the  Republican  ticket. 

ANIEL  BLOSSER  is  one  of  the  prominent 
citizens  of  Clifton,  and  one  of  its  most  suc- 
isful.  He  possesses  a  fine  property  in 
Washington  and  Clay  counties,  and  the 
most  of  his  fortune  has  been  made  since  he  came 
to  this  State  in  1879.  He  has  done  a  large  business 
as  a  money  loaner,  in  connection  with  the  manage- 
ment of  his  landed  possessions.  In  Cloy  County  he 
has  617  acres,  divided  into  four  farms.  They  are 
located  in  Mulberry  and  Shernaan  townships,  and 
each  is  su  pplied  with  good  buildings,  and  is  well-im- 
proved. In  this  county  he  owns  480  acres  divided 
into  such  parts  as  to  be  successfully  operated  by 
renters.  This  land  is  also  well-improved,  and  sup- 
plied with  excellent  buildings,  orchards,  etc.  He 
also  possesses  a  fine  property  of  100  acres  approxi- 
mate to,  and  partly  within  the  city  limits,  on  which 
he  resides. 

Before  entering  upon  the  sketch  of  our  subject, 
some  brief  notes  regarding  his  ancestors,  will  not 
be  amiss.  His  father,  Joseph  Blosser,  was  a  farmer 
and  miller.  He  was  born  in  Page  County,  Va., 
March  2,  1795,  being  a  son  of  Jacob  and  Barbara 
Blosser,  who  were  of  Dutch  descent.  Jacob  Blos- 
ser was  born  Jan.  14,  1758,  and  having  removed  to 
Virginia,  there  spent  his  last  years.  He  died  very 
suddenly  when  past  the  age  of  eighty-four.  His 
wife  departed  this  life  when  seventy-five  years  old. 
Joseph  Blosser  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native 
county,  and  in  his  occupation  followed  in  his  father's 
footsteps.  He  was  married  April  4,  1822,  to  Miss 
Sarah  J.  Basye,  of  Shenandoah  Valley.  She  was 
born  in  Culpeper  County,  Va.,  May  13, 1803.  Af- 
ter his  marriage,  Joseph  Blosser  was  engaged  in 
milling  on  the  Hawk's  Bill  River.  There  five  chil- 
dren were  born  to  him.  He  subsequently,  with  his 
family,  went  overland  to  Pike  County,  Ohio,  when 
that  county  was  unbroken.  He  settled  on  heavy 
timbered  land,  for  which  he  had  traded  his  Virginia 


mill,  and  which  he  had  never  seen  until  he  moved 
to  it.  He  tried  to  improve  the  place,  but  as  lie  un- 
derstood milling  better  than  clearing  land,  he  was 
not  successful.  He  therefore  went  to  work  in  a 
mill,  and  had  his  320  acres  improved  and  worked 
by  others.  He  still  made  it  the  family  home,  and 
subsequently  erected  a  flouring  mill  on  the  farm, 
managing  them  jointly.  Still  later  he  removed  to 
Winchester,  and  afterward  sold  the  farm.  There 
he  purchased  a  mill  which  he  operated  for  a  few 
years.  Thence  he  returned  to  Union  Township, 
Pike  County,  where  he  purchased  another  mill  on 
another  farm.  Later  he  sold  out  and  retired  to  a 
farm,  where  he  died  Dec.  17, 1863,  being  then  sixty- 
eight  years  old.  His  widow  survived  until  Nov.  2, 
1876,  when  she  too  passed  from  earth,  her  death 
taking  place  in  Mercer  County.  Joseph  Blosser 
and  wife  were  members  of  the  New  Light  Christian 
Church,  he  being  an  Eider  in  that  organization. 
He  was  a  very  generous  man,  both  to  the  church 
and  to  his  neighbors.  He  was  an  Old-Line  Whig 
and  later  a  strong  Republican.  He  was  a  noble 
specimen  of  Christian  manhood.  His  family  con- 
sisted of  five  sons  and  four  daughters,  our  subject 
being  the  youngest  son  and  youngest  but  one  of  the 
family.  All  lived  to  be  married,  and  all  but  our 
subject  have  reared  families.  All  have  been  suc- 
cessful in  life,  and  are  worthy  citizens  of  the  com- 
munities where  they  severally  live.  Two  of  the 
family,  a  son  and  daughter,  arc  now  deceased. 

The  gentleman  whose  name  heads  this  sketch,  was 
born  in  Union  Township,  Pike  Co.,  Ohio.  He  re- 
ceived an  excellent  practical  education  in  his  na- 
tive county,  and  careful  home  training  until  he  was 
twenty-two  years  old.  He  enlisted  at  the  last  call 
of  President  Lincoln,  for  500,000  brave  men  to  put 
down  the  Rebellion.  He  was  enrolled  Feb.  16. 
1865,  in  Company  A,  193d  Ohio  Infantry,  Col. 
Powell  and  Capt.  Mason  commanding.  He  re- 
mained with  his  regiment  until  the  close  of  the  war. 
when  he  was  honorably  discharged  and  returned  to 
Pike  County.  He  had  escaped  the  enemies'  bullets, 
but  contracted  disease  which  he  has  never  gotten 
rid  of. 

After  being  mustered  out  of  the  service,  Mr.  Blos- 
ser returned  to  his  native  county',  where  for  a  time 
he  was  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits.     Laler  he 
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removed  to  Mercer  County,  where  he  was  engaged 
in  the  same  business  for  three  years.  Thenee  he 
went  to  Saline  Countj^,  Mo.,  wliere  he  operated  a 
large  flonring  mill,  run  by  water  and  steam,  and 
also  carried  on  a  large  general  store.  He  had  asso- 
ciated with  him  there,  his  brother  John  Blosser, 
and  did  business  in  Saline  County  for  eight  years. 
Failing  health  sent  him  to  the  mountains  of  Col- 
orado, where  he  sojourned  for  some  time.  From 
that  State  lie  came  to  Kansas,  as  before  stated,  in 
1879. 

Ill  Mercer  County,  Oliio,  Mr.  Blosser  celebrated 
his  marriage  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Beougher.  She  is  a 
daughter  of  Daniel  and  Mahala  (Beery)  Beougher, 
and  was  born  in  Mercer  County.  Oct.  16,  1851. 
She  was  well  educated  in  her  native  county,  and  is 
a  lady  of  intelligence  and  refinement.  Her  parents 
are  now  living  in  that  county,  where  the}'  own  a 
beautiful  home.  iMr.  Beougher  is  a  successful 
farmer.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  natives  of  tlie 
Buckeye  State,  their  marriage  having  taken  place 
in  Fairfield  County.  They  are  estimable  people, 
and  both  are  members  of  the  Church  of  God. 

Mr.  Blosser  is  of  Republican  politics.  He  be- 
longs to  the  G.  A.  R.,  Sebwick  Post  Xo.  24,  at 
Clifton.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Christian  Church,  in  which  he  is  an  Elder.  He  was 
the  chief  instrument  in  the  organization,  of  which 
he  is  a  charter  member,  and  one  of  the  main  sup- 
ports. He  assisted  in  organizing  the  church  at 
Malta  Bend,  Mo.,  when  in  business  there,  and  also 
the  church  at  DeWitt,  Carroll  Co.,  Mo.  Mr.  Blos- 
ser hold  high  rank  among  the  citizens  of  Clifton 
and  vicinit}',  as  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  in- 
telligence, and  of  sterling  character.  His  wife 
shares  with  him  the  esteem  of  the  community.  She 
is  the  foster  mother  of  a  child  wliom  she  calls  Fred. 

J|OHN  STONEBACK.  Among  the  fine  farm- 
1  ing  lands  on  the  first  bottom  of  the  Repub. 
!  lican  River  are  148  acres  which  have  been 
'  subjected  to  a  thorough  process  of  cultiva- 
tion and  improvement  by  Mr.  Stoneback,  who  is 
widely  and  favorably  known  to  the  people  of  Bloom 
Township.  In  addition  to  being  a  thorough  farmer, 


he  is  a  blacksmith  of  no  mean  skill  and  on  account 
of  his  knowledge  of  this  art  saves  many  dollars  an- 
nually, by  being  able  to  not  only  repair  his  own 
farming  implements,  but  those  of  his  neighbors. 
He  purchased  his  present  property  in  April,  1877, 
and  its  appearance  to-day  is  indicative  of  the  in- 
dustry and  perseverance  with  which  he  has  ope- 
rated upon  it. 

The  birthplace  of  our  subject  was  in  Warwick 
Township,  Chester  County,  Pa.,  and  the  date 
thereof  May  29,  1835.  His  father,  George  Stone- 
back,  was  likewise  a  native  of  that  township,  and 
was  born,  reared,  lived  and  died  upon  the  same 
farm.  He  also  followed  blacksmithing  and  was  a 
mechanic  of  no  mean  skill.  He  attained  to  the  age 
of  sixty-three  years,  making  the  record  of  an  honest 
man  and  a  good  citizen,  affiliating  in  early  man- 
hood with  the  old  Whig  party  and  later  endorsing 
its  Republican  successor. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject 
was  Ann  Houck;  she  is  yet  living,  being  now  sev- 
enty-three years  old  and  makes  her  home  with  her 
daughter  in  Chester  County,  Pa.  She  is  a  lady  of 
many  estimable  qualities  and  a  member  of  the  Dun- 
kard  Church.  John,  our  subject,  was  the  eldest 
child  of  his  parents, whose  family  consisted  of  three 
sons  and  five  daughters,  all  of  whom  lived  to  mature 
years,  and  nearly  all  of  whom  are  married,  except 
one — Eliza  Jane,  who  died  aged  thirteen  years. 
John,  when  a  lad  of  fifteen  years,  began  learning 
the  blacksmith's  trade  of  his  father  and  followed 
this  mainly  until  a  few  years  since.  Upon  reaching 
man's  estate  he  was  married  in  his  native  township 
to  Miss  Sarah  Bachman,  who  was  born  May  26, 
1839,  not  far  from  the  early  home  of  her  husband. 
Her  parents  were  Lewis  and  Martha  (McFarland) 
Bachman,  descendants  of  stanch  old  Pennsylvania 
stock  which  traced  its  ancestry  to  Holland.  The 
McFarlands  were  of  Irish  descent  and  both  fami- 
lies were  numbered  among  the  early  settlers  of 
Chester  County,  Pa.  Lewis  Bachman  is  still  living 
there  and  has  attained  to  more  than  four  score 
years  and  five.  During  his  .active  business  life  he 
wr.s  principally  engaged  as  a  merchant  and  after 
the  organization  of  the  Republican  party  he  became 
one  of  its  stanchest  supporters.  Although  aged  he 
is  still  quite  active. 
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Mrs.  [Stoneback  was  [deprived  of  the  excellent 
care  of  her  mother  when  a  child  less,  than  twelve 
years  old  and  was  reared  by  her  father  and  steii- 
inother,  the  latter  of  whom  is  living.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Stoneback  after  their  marriage  continued  resi- 
dents of  their  native  township  and  Mr.  Stoneback 
employed  himself  in  his  father's  shop  two  years. 
Later  he  was  engaged  in  a  foundry  four  years.  At 
the  expiration  of  this  time  he  purchased  a  small 
farm  which  he  operated  in  connection  with  his 
trade  for  twelve  years.  He  then  decided  to  seek 
the  far  West  and  came  to  Northern  Kansas,  where 
he  has  since  resided.  He  is  the  father  of 
nine  children,  two  of  wtiom  are  deceased,  viz: 
Katie  and  Martha.  Their  eldest  living  son.  Sylves- 
ter, married  Miss  Elizabetli  Tebby,  and  is  a  farmer 
of  Bloom jTownship;  George  L.  is  the  partner  of 
his  brother,  Sylvester,  in  farming;  Laura  is  the 
*5wife  of  Ferdinand  Petermeyers,  a  farmer  of  Bloom 
Township;  John  G.  married  Miss  Ida  Harper,  and 
they  are  residents  of  Sheridan  County,  where  they 
have  homesteaded  land ;  Sarah  Anna,  Clara  Effie  and 
Mary  J.  remain  at  home  "with  their  parents.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Stoneback  attend  the  Baptist  Church  at 
Morganville,  in  which  Mr.  Stoneback  officiates  as 
Deacon.  In  politics  he  is  a  sound  Republican,  but 
has  never  sought  office,  preferring  to  devote  his  at- 
tion  to  his  legitimate  calling. 


i^INSLOW  M.  HAYNES,  a  son  of  John  G. 
Haynes,  one  of  the  earliest  pioneers  of 
Clifton  Township,  is  occupying  part  of  a 
1,100-acre  tract  of  land  taken  up  by  the  latter 
when  this  section  of  the  country  was  an  almost 
unbroken  wilderness.  The  share  of  Winslow  M. 
comprises  1 60  acres,  forty  of  which  lie  within  the 
town  limits  of  Vining  and  are  in  consequence  quite 
valuable.  LTpon  this  he  has  resided  since  1873, 
when  he  began  farming  on  his  own  account.  He 
has  effected  good  improvements  and  has  gathered 
around  himself  and  family  all  the  comforts  of  life. 
Mr.  Haynes  came  to  tliis  vicinity  from  Mulberry 
Township,  Clay  County  in  the  fall  of  186.3.  His 
father's  family  had  removed  to  Kansas  from  Monroe 
County,  111.,   where   Winslow   was    born  Dec.  25, 


1849  and  where  he  lived  until  fourteen  years  old. 
He  attained  to  his  majority  in  Mulberry  Township, 
Clay  County,  and  there  his  father  spent  his  last 
days.  The  mother  is  still  living  at  the  residence 
of  her  son,  Charles,  near  Vining,  aged  about  seventy 
years.  Further  mention  is  made  of  them  in  the 
biography  of  their  son,  H.  S.  Haynes,  elsewhere  in 
this  volume. 

Our  subject  was  married  in  Muil)eriy  Town- 
ship, Sept.  29,  1872.  to  Miss  Susan  Wilson. 
Mrs.  Haynes  like  her  husband,  is  a  native  of  Mon- 
roe County,  111.,  and  w.as  born  May  1,  1854.  Her 
fatlier,  John  Wilson,  was  a  farmer  by  occupation 
and  died  in  Monroe  Count3^  III.,  in  the  prime  of 
life  when  his  daughter.  Susan,  was  but  two  j'ears 
old.  Her  mother  w.as  Miss  Nancj'  Allen,  likewise 
of  Monroe  County  ;  after  the  dealh  of  Mr.  Wilson 
she  was  married  to  James  Hendricks  of  that  county. 
Later  she  removed  with  Mr.  Hendricks  and  her 
children  to  Cass  County,  Mo.,  where  they  sojourned 
three  years.  Then  coming  to  Kansas  they  located 
in  Mulberry  Township,  Clay  County,  and  Mrs. 
Haynes  lived  there  with  her  mother  and  stepfather 
until  her  marriage.  Afterward  the  latter  returned 
to  Monroe  County,  111.,  where  Mrs.  Hendricks  died. 
Mr.  Hendricks  subsequently  returned  to  Kansas 
where  he  died  in  the  prime  of  life. 

Seven  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Haynes,  two  of  whom,  Eveline  and  Emory,  died 
when  less  than  a  year  old.  The  survivors  are  Mayo 
and  May.  (twins),  Iva,  Maggie  O.  and  Alonzo  W. 
Mr.  Haynes,  politically,  supports  the  principles  of 
the  Republican  party.  He  is  regarded  as  an  honest 
man  and  a  good  citizen  and  is  contributing  his  quota 
to  the  agricultural  interests  of  his  count}'.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Odd  Fellows  lodge,  also  of  the  A. 
().  U.  W.  at  Clifton.  We  invite  the  attention  of 
our  many  readers  to  a  handsome  engraving  of  the 
home  and  surroundings  of  Mr.  Haynes,  on  another 
page  of  this  volume. 


G; 


i:oRGE  FUNNELL.    This  gentleman  is  the 
owner  of  750  .acres  of  land    in  Washington 
County,  and   h.is  been  a   resident  here   for 
twenty-eight  years.    His  land  is  all  well  improved. 
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The  home  farm  comprises  320  acres  on  sec- 
tion 33,  Sheridan  Township.  It  is  furnished  with  a 
comfortable  frame  house  and  all  necessarj^  barns 
and  out-buildings,  and  is  represented  by  a  view  on 
another  page  of  this  volume.  Mr.  Funnell  can  re- 
late man_y  interesting  experiences  of  the  early  life 
in  this  section,  having  begun  his  residence  here 
prior  to  the  admission'  of  Kansas  as  a  State,  and 
while  the  country  was  in  a  wild  and  thinly  settled 
condition. 

Mr.  Funnell  was  born  in  Norfolk,  England,  in 
June,  1831,  and  came  to  the  United  StatesJ  in  the 
fall  of  1851.  The  voyage  was  made  on  the  "Ocean 
(^ueen"  (Capt.  Creswell)  and  occupied  six  weeks 
and  one  day.  After  landing  at  New  York,  Mr. 
Funnell  went  directly  to  Cook  County,  111.,  where 
an  elder  sister,  Mary  A.,  wife  of  John  Baldrj'. 
had  i)revioiisly  located.  There  our  subject  lived 
until  the  spring  of  1856,  whence  he  went  to 
Louisa  County,  Iowa.  In  that  county  he  operated 
a  rented  farm  for  five  years.  He  then,  in  1860, 
came  to  this  State,  and  took  a  squatter's  claim 
where  he  now  lives.  In  1862  the  land  was  offered 
for  sale,  and  he  then  preempted  160  acres.  The 
original  patent,  signed  by  Abraham  Lincoln,  is  now 
in  his  possession.  The  first  house  on  the  claim 
was  a  log  cabin  with  cotton- wood  bark  roof.  In 
that  house  he  lived  until  1869,  at  which  time  he 
built  his  present  dwelling. 

During  the  first  years  of  Mr.  Funnell's  resi- 
dence here,  buffalo  and  elk  were  to  be  found,  and 
antelope,  deer  and  wild  turkey  were  plentiful.  The 
nearest  postofflce  was  fifty  miles  distant  at  Ft. 
Riley,  where  he  walked  to  get  his  mail,  for  better 
time  could  be  made  on  foot  than  with  the  ox  team 
he  owned.  Marketing  was  chiefly  done  at  Man- 
hattan, and  milling  125  miles  away  at  Grasshopper 
Falls,  where  there  was  aii  old  water  power  gristmill. 
On  coming  to  the  county  Mr.  Funnell  had  traveled 
on  the  Missouri  River,  as  far  as  Kansas  City,  where 
he  bought  oxen  and  wagon,  and  completed  his  jour- 
ney overland. 

In  1862,  the  Indians  began  to  be  troublesome, 
and  in  1863,  they  had  become  so  bold  that  on 
many  occasions  the  settlers  were  badly  frightened, 
and  left  their  homes  to  seek  safety  in  towns.  Dur- 
ing one  of  the  Indian  raids,  Mr.  Funnell  and  family, 


with  other  rural  settlers  sought  safety  at  Clay  Cen- 
ter, whence  they  repaired  to  Clifton  and  staid  a 
week.  They  then  went  to  the  residence  of  G.  D. 
Brooks,  two  miles  west  of  Clifton,  where  they 
built  a  stockade  on  the  bank  of  the  Republican 
River.  There  they  remained  about  a  week  until 
furnished  protection  by  Government  forces.  At 
the  time  of  this  raid,  the  eldest  son  of  our  subject 
was  a  babe  of  nine  months.  He  was  the  second 
child  born  in  this  township,  the  first  having  been 
Mary,  daughter  of  Peter  Essllngler.  and  wife  of 
Peter  Schiltz,  of  Clay  Center. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  William  and 
Eleanor  (Byham)  Funnell,  who  came  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  1852,  and  made  their  home  with  our 
subject  until  their  deaths,  which  occurred  in  this 
county.  The  mother  was  house  keeper  for  her  son 
until  his  marriage.  Both  parents  were  natives  of 
England  and  of  pure  English  .ancestors.  They 
were  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
The  mother  died  June  27,  1869,  aged  eighty-five 
years,  the  father  Nov.  4,  1877,  aged  ninety-five 
years  and  six  months. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  took  j)lace  in  the 
southwest  quarter  of  Washington  County,  and  was 
celebrated  Jan.  7,  1863,  in  the  little  log  house 
which  was  to  be  the  future  home  of  the  newly  mar- 
ried couple  ;  the  ceremony  was  performed  by  Rufus 
Darby,  Esq.  The  bride  was  Bridget,  daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Catherine  (Kaho)  Kinsley.  She  is 
possessed  of  those  qualities  of  character  which 
are  especially  needful  to  a  prosperous  and  happy 
life  on  the  frontier,  and  is  highly  esteemed  b3' 
those  who  best  know  her  useful  life.  Ten  children 
have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Funnell.  One 
daughter,  Mary  E.,  died  in  childhood.  The  sur- 
vivors are  :  William  H.,  Mathew  T.  and  Elizabeth 
A.,  who  were  born  in  the  cabin  on  the  claim  ; 
James  C,  George  A.,  Katie  B..  Arthur  W.,  Jessie 
E..  and  Ada  F. 

After  securing  his  preemption  claim,  Mr.  Fun- 
nell homesteaded  160  acres  on  the  same  section 
and  the  two  claims  comprise  the  home  farm.  In 
addition  he  now  owns  160  acres  on  section  27,  200 
acres  on  section  26,  and  seventy  acres  on  section 
27  (in  a  separate  ]>iece  from  the  quarter  of  that 
section). 
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Mr.  Funnell  is  a  member  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  as 
is  his  eldest  son,  William  H.  He  was  the  first  Trus- 
tee of  Clifton  Township,  which  then  comprised 
one-fourth  of  the  county,  and  included  what  is  now 
Sheridan  Township.  He  served  in  that  capacity  for 
two  years.  He  has  also  been  Treasurer  of  this 
township.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Clifton.  He  is  not 
only  an  enterprising  farmer,  but  a  most  excellent 
citizen,  and  a  man  whose  pi'obity  of  character  is 
unquestioned. 


JO.SEPH  M.  JACKSON,  a  retired  farmer  and 
a  resident  of  Clifton,  owns  and  occupies  one 
of  the  pleasantest  homes  within  the  town 
_  limits,  to  which  lie  removed  in  the  spring  of 
18S9.  Prior  to  this  he  had  been  located  on  a  good 
farm  on  section  3."),  Clifton  Township,  of  which  he 
still  retains  ownership.  He  preempted  this  land  in 
tlie  spring  of  1870  and  thereafter  lived  upon  it 
until  his  removal  to  Clifton,  sojourning  there  for  a 
period  of  nineteen  years.  He  is  numbered  among 
tiie  leading  pioneers  of  Washington  County,  and 
lias  been  no  unimportant  factor  in  assisting  it  to 
its  present  condition.  He  literally  built  up  a  home 
from  the  wilderness,  bringing  his  land  to  a  good 
state  of  cultivation  and  erecting  substantial  build- 
ings. Besides  this  farm  he  owns  another  of  eighty 
acres  in  the  same  township  and  still  another  of 
eighty  acres  in  Sheridan  Township,  both  of  which 
are  well  improved. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  was  born  in  Surry 
County,  N.  C,  March  1,  1840,  and  lived  there  until 
coming  to  Kansas.  His  father,  Amos  Jackson,  was 
likewise  a  native  of  that  county  and  the  son  of 
Joseph  Jackson,  a  gentleman  of  Scotch  birtli  and 
parentage.  The  latter  was  reared  to  manhood  in 
his  native  shire  and  when  reaching  man's  estate 
set  out  for  America,  accompanied  by  his  betrothed. 
Miss  Sarah  Jessup,  in  the  latter  part  of  tiie  last 
century.  They  located  in  what  is  known  as  West- 
field,  Surry  Co.,  N.  C,  and  in  due  time  were  mar- 
ried and  remained  there  the  balance  of  their  days. 
Joseph  Jackson  died  when  about  sixty  years  old; 
his  wife  survived  liim  many  years  and  was  nearly 


one  hundred  years  old  at  the  time  of  her  death.  He 
was  a  Whig,  politicallj%  and  both  belonged  to  the 
Quaker  Church. 

Amos  Jackson,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
the  third  child  of  a  large  family,  and  was  reared  at 
the  old  homestead  where  he  attained  to  his  major- 
ity. He  was  married  in  his  native  county  to  Miss 
Sally  Hill,  who  was  born  in  Stokes  County,  N.  C, 
and  who  was  of  German  descent,  being  the  daugh- 
ter of  Robert  and  Betsey  (Vest)  Hill.  The  latter 
were  likewise  born  in  Stokes  County,  N.  C,  but 
later  removed  to  Surry  County  and  there  spent 
their  last  days,  passing  away  when  ripe  in  j'ears. 
They  were  highly  respectable  people  and  members 
in  good  standing  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

After  marriage,  the  parents  of  our  subject  settled 
on  the  farm  which  was  left  to  Amos  Jackson  by  his 
father  and  which  remained  the  home  of  himself 
and  his  good  wife  until  their  death.  Tlie  former 
died  in  1870  .at  the  age  of  sevent^'-three  years.  He 
was  a  inember  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  a  good 
man  in  the  broadest  sense  of  the  term  and  had  been 
financially  a  success.  He  was  first  a  member  of 
the  old  Whig  party  and  upon  its  abandonment 
identified  himself  with  the  Republicans.  IMrs.  Jack- 
son survived  her  husband  a  number  of  years,  dying 
in  1878,  aged  seventy-one.  She  was  a  member  of 
the  Baptist  Church. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  second  born 
in  a  family  of  four  children.  The  eldest,  a  son, 
William,  married  Miss  Sarali  Shelton  and  they  live 
on  a  farm  in  Stokes  Count3',  N.  C.  Martha  is  the 
wife  of  Elijah  Pell,  a  farmer  of  Surry  County,  that 
State.  Robert,  the  youngest,  married  Miss  Laura 
Tillie  and  is  farming  in  Surry  Count}'.  Joseph  M. 
passed  his  j-ounger  3'ears  quietly  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits  and  remaining  a  member  of  the 
parental  household  until  reaching  his  majority. 
Upon  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War,  not  desiring 
to  affiliate  with  the  enemies  of  the  Union,  lie  left 
home  and  enlisted  in  Company  D,  in  a  regiment  of 
8th  Tennessee  Cavalry,  being  mustered  in  as  a 
Sergeant.  He  participated  in  some  of  the  impor- 
tant battles  which  followed  and  was  in  several 
skirmishes.  This  regiment  was  sent  after  the  rebel 
raider,  Morgan,  Mr.  Jackson  being  with  it  at  the 
time.     In  the  latter  part  of  1863  he  was  taken  ill 
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and  confined  in  the  liospUal  nine  montlis.  Upon 
liis  recovery  he  joined  bis  regiment  and  was  at  the 
battle  of  Greenville  in  October,  1864.  While  on 
the  retreat  his  horse,  a  very  fine  and  swift  animal, 
was  shot  three  times  but  carried  his  master  be^yond 
the  |)oint  of  danger  before  falling  disabled.  Mr. 
.lackson  had  become  separated  from  his  comratles, 
but  joined  them  the  next  day.  He  had  himself 
been  wounded  at  the  time  his  horse  was  shot  and 
now  was  compelled  to  lie  in  the  hospital  again.  He 
was  three  times  confined  in  the  hospital  and  finally 
on  the  24th  of  May,  received  his  honorable  dis- 
charge from  the  service,  after  doing  duty  two  3'ears 
and  nine  months,  being  nine  months  in  the  Cum- 
l)erland  Mountains  detained  in  the  mountain  fights. 

Upon  retiring  from  the  army  Mr.  Jackson  re- 
turned to  North  Carolina  and  settled  in  AVatauga 
County,  where  he  sojourned  four  and  one-half 
years.  In  the  meantime  he  had  married  Sept.  12, 
1865,  Miss  Susan  Von  Cannon.  This  lady  was 
born  in  Randolph  County,  N.  C,  Oct.  30,  1842,  and 
is  the  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Nancy  (Hammon)Von 
Cannon,  who  were  likewise  natives  of  North  Caro- 
lina, but  in  middle  life  removed  to  Johnson  County, 
Tenn.,  where  the  father  died  in  1881  at  the  age  of 
sixty  eight  years.  He  carried  on  farming  and  also 
labored  as  a  mechanic.  The  mother  is  yet  living 
anfl  makes  her  home  with  her  younger  daughter, 
Mrs.  Martha  Culver,  in  Watauga  County,  N.  C; 
she  is  eighty  years  of  age  and  belongs  to  the 
Society  of  Friends. 

Mrs.  Jackson  received  excellent  home  training 
and  a  good  education  in  the  common  school.  She 
became  familiar  with  all  useful  household  duties 
and  was  well  fitted  to  take  charge  of  a  good  man's 
home.  Of  her  union  with  our  subject  there  is  one 
child  only — Andrew — who  was  born  July  1,  1866, 
and  is  now  steward  of  the  Leonard  Hotel  in  Rock- 
ford,  111.  He  possesses  rare  business  qualities, 
being  more  than  ordinarily  wide-awake,  enterpris- 
ing and  industrious. 

Mr.  Jackson  came  to  Washington  County,  Kan., 
with  his  family  in  the  latter  part  of  1870,  arriving 
here  on  the  12th  of  September.  The  country 
around  bore  a  wide  contrast  to  its  present  condition, 
Indians  and  wild  animals  still  being  plentiful. 
Securing  his  laud  he  labored  in  true  pioneer  style, 


while  the  country  settled  up'around  him  by  degrees 
and  he  watched  with  interest  and  satisfaction  the 
growth  and  development  of  this  now  prosperous 
commonwealth.  Both  he  and;  his  estimable  wife 
were  reared  in  the  doctrines  of  the  Quaker  faith, 
but  they  are  now  members  of  the  Methodist  Church. 
Politically,  Mr. 'Jackson  is  a  sound  Republican.  As 
a  former  soldier  he  belongs  to  the  G.A.  R.,  being 
a  member  of  Sedgwick  Post,  No.  24,  at  Clifton. 


li 


ILLIAM  S.  MeKELVV.  member  of  the 
firm  of  McKelvj^  Bros., which  is  represented 
on  another  page  of  this  volume,  was  born 
in  Wyandot  County,  Ohio,  Sept.  17,  1858,  and  is 
the  seventh  in  a  family  of  nine  children,  the  off- 
spring of  James  and  Nancy  (Erwin)  McKelvy,  who 
were  natives  respectively  of  Scotland  and  Ireland. 
His  early  life  was  spent  at  the  homestead  iv  Ohio 
and  in  1870,  when  a  lad  of  twelve  years,  he  came 
with  his  parents  to  "Washington  County,  this  State. 
He  attended  the  best  schools  in  Washington 
County,  and  in  due  time  entered  the  Kansas  Nor- 
mal College  at  Ft.  Scott,  from  which  he  was  grad- 
uated in  1883.  Thereafter  he  followed  the  profession 
of  a  teacher  until  1885,  when  he  associated  hin^self 
in  partnership  with  his  brother,  Mathew,  and  they 
established  themselves  in  mercantile  business  at 
Barnes,  and  are  recognized  as  the  leading  house  of 
that  kind  in  this  place.  Their  substantial  stone 
building,  which  was  erected  in  the  fall  of  1889,  is  iit 
once  an  ornament  to  the  town,  and  is  considered  a 
good  omen  for  its  future  prosperity.  McKelvy 
Bros,  have  built  up  a  flourishing  trade,  and  being 
prompt  and  reliable  men,  have  fully  established 
themselves  in  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  the  peo- 
ple around  them. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  on  the  3d  of  March, 
1886, was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Bertha  Bogert 
of  Marsliall  County,  this  State.  Mrs.  McKelvy 
was  born  in  Pennsylvania  in  1864,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Henry  Y.  and  Nancy  (Robinson) 
Bogert,  who  are  now  residents  of  Beattie.  Of  her 
union  with  our  subject  there  has  been  born  one 
child,  a  son,  AV^yman  C.  Mr.  McKelvy,  politically, 
is  a  sound  Republican,  and  his  estimable   lady  is  a 
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consistent  meml)ei'  oi  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  There  are  few  young  business  men  in 
the  southern  part  of  Washington  County  who  have 
entered  upon  a  more  creditable  or  successful 
career  than  Mr.  McKelvy.  He  is  a  favorite  in  the 
social  circle,  and  has  hosts  of  friends  who  are 
watching  his  progress  with  kindly  interest.  Pub- 
lic-spirited and  enterprising,  he  has  already  made  his 
mark  as  a  member  of  the  community,  possessing 
more  than  ordinary  abilities  as  a  man  and  a 
citizen. 

-l^m- ■ 

ELBERT  A.  VALENTINE,  junior  member 
of  the  firm  of  Campbell  &  V^alentine,  and 
joint  proprietor  of  the  Clay  Center  Times, 
is,  with  his  partner,  conducting  one  of  the 
liveliest  journals  in  this  part  of  Kansas,  further 
mention  of  which  will  be  found  in  the  sketch  of 
Mr.  Campbell,  elsewhere  in  this  volume.  Mr.  Val- 
entine is  a  native  of  Adair  County,  Iowa,  and  was 
born  April  16,  1856.  The  family  is  descended 
from  Richard  Valentine,  an  Englishman,  who  set. 
tied  at  Hempstead,  L.  I.,  in  1644. 

In  1728  the  grandson  of  Richard  Valentine,  who 
was  also  named  Richard,  eirigrated  from  Long 
Island  to  Elizabeth,  N.  J.  Daniel,  a  grandson  of 
the  last-named  Richard,  removed  to  Ohio,  locating 
in  Champaign  County  for  a  year,  finally  settling  in 
Shelby  County.  Prior  to  the  emigration,  John 
W.  Valentine  was  born  in  New  Jersey,  and  he  was 
the  grandfather  of  him  of  whom  we  write.  In 
Ohio  he  was  married  to  Rebecca  Kinkennon,  a  na- 
tive of  Tennessee,  and  they  became  the  parents  of 
Daniel  M.,  father  of  the  subject  of  this  notice. 
Daniel  M.  was  born  in  Shelby  County,  Ohio,  June 
18,  1830,  and  with  his  parents  removed  to  Tippe- 
canoe County,  Ind.,  in  1836.  He  received  a  good 
education  for  that  day  and  place,  and  followed 
farming  until  he  was  twenty  years  old.  Afterward 
he  engaged  in  surveying  and  school-teaching.  In 
1854  he  removed  to  Greene  County,  Iowa,  thence 
to  Madison  County,  and  finally  settled  in  Adair 
County.  While  in  Indiana  he  began  the  study  of 
law  which  he  kept  up  after  his  removal,  and  in  1 858 
he  was  admitted  to  the  Iowa  bar  at  Winteiset. 
The  following  year  he  came  to  Kansas,  stopping  at 


Leavenworth  until  1860,  when  he  removed  to  Pe- 
oria City,  Fi-anklin  County,  and  lived  in  various 
places  in  that  county  until  1875,  then  taking  up 
his  residence  at  Topeka.  During  the  War  of  the 
Rebellion,  Mr.  Valentine  frequently  saw  active  ser- 
vice, being  a  member  of  the  Kansas  militia,  organ- 
ized to  repel  invasion,  and  who  were  several  times 
called  out.  He  was  in  the  division  which  success- 
fully repelled  the  rebel  general,  Price. 

Daniel  M.  Valentine  is  one  of  the  most  noted 
citizens  of  the  Sunflower  State.  He  has,  since  early 
manhood,  filled  many  positions  of  trust  and  re- 
sponsibility. In  Iowa  he  was  for  three  years  County 
Surveyor  of  Adair  County,  and  County  Attorney 
for  one  year  prior  to  his  removal  to  Kansas.  Two 
years  after  this,  in  November,  1861,  he  was  elected 
a  member  of  the  Kansas  House  of  Representatives, 
and  in  1863-64  he  was  a  member  of  the  State  Sen- 
ate. From  1864  to  1868  inclusive,  he  was  Judge 
of  the  Fourth  Judicial  District,  and  in  the  fall  of 
1868  was  elected  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Kansas.  Three  times  since  he  has  been  re-elected 
to  the  same  eminent  position,  being  once  nominated 
without  a  dissenting  voice,  and  always  without  se- 
rious opposition.  He  is  an  ardent  and  powerful 
supporter  and  advocate  of  the  principles  of  the 
Republican  party,  and  in  all  his  public  and  private 
relations  has  ever  sustained  the  character  of  an  up- 
right man.  As  an  occupant  of  the  Bench  he  has, 
b^'  his  able,  just  and  imparti.il  decisions,  won  the 
respect  and  esteem  of  the  bar,  and  of  his  fellow- 
jurists. 

At  Fontanelle,  Iowa,  June  26,  1855,  Judge  ^'al- 
entine  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Martha 
Root,  who  was  born  in  Iowa,  April  1,  1836,  her 
parents  being  among  the  earliest  settlers  of  that 
State,  settling  there  when  it  was  a  part  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Wisconsin.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Valentine  be- 
came the  parents  of  twelve  children,  three  of 
whom  died  in  infancy.  Of  the  nine  now  living, 
Delbert  A.  is  the  eldest.  Sarah  Eva  is  the  wife  of 
A.  A.  Goddard,  of  Clay  Center;  John  William 
lives  at  Admire,  this  State;  Harry  Edward,  Mar- 
tha Abby,  M.iggie  Elsie,  Ralph  Elmer,  Lillian 
Irene  and  Louis  Franklin  are  with  their  parents. 

Delbert  A.  Valentine  was  reared  in  Franklin 
County,  Kan.,  and    there  received  his  early  educa- 
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tion,  being  nineteen  years  of  age  when  liis  parents 
removed  to  Topeka.  That  same  _year  he  was  ap- 
pointed Deputy  Clerk  of  tiie  Supreme  Court,  which 
position  he  i)eld  for  six  years,  and  during  the 
greater  part  of  this  time  had  entire  cliarge  of  tlie 
office,  tlie  clerk  being  ill  and  out  of  th_^  Stale.  In 
the  meantime  he  was  engaged  in  mining  enterprises 
in  Colorado  and  New  Mexico,  and  was  one  of  the 
few  who  were  uniformly  successful.  Immediately 
after  leaving  the  Clerk's  office  Mr.  Valentine  came 
to  Clay  Center  in  1881  and  purchased  a  half  inter- 
est in  the  Dispatch,  being  for  three  years  the  partner 
of  W.  W.  Walton,  one  of  the  best  known  politicians 
and  newspaper  men  in  Kansas,  and  who  met  a  tragic 
death  a  few  years  later  by  a  railroad  accident.  In 
1884  he  purchased  the  Times,  as  already  stated, 
and  with  which  he  has  since  been  connected.  He 
has  been  one  of  the  most  active  and  energetic  citi- 
zens of  Claj'  Center,  and  has  been  connected  with 
most  of  its  public  enterprises,  uniformly  taking  a 
leading  part  in  every  movement  calculated  to  ad- 
vance the  interests  of  the  city.  He  was  one  of  the 
originators  and  promoters  of  the  water-works 
com  pan}',  of  which  he  has  been  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  from  its  inception  to  the  present  time. 
He  was  largel3'  instrumental  in  bringing  the  Rock 
Island  Railroad  to  Clay  Center,  and  was  Secretary 
of  a  local  company  which  sold  its  interest  to  the 
Hock  Island,  mainly  through  his  influence,  that  be- 
ing the  point  which  decided  the  building  of  the 
road;  the  beautiful  fair  grounds  at  Claj-  Center  is 
another  enterprise  in  which  Mr.  Valentine  was  one 
of  the  active  promoters.  In  1882,  Clay  Center 
being  without  a  good  hotel,  he  and  Mr.  W.  W. 
Walton  built  the  brick  structure  first  called  the 
Dispatch  Hotel,  after  the  newspaper,  but  for  many 
years  past  known  as  the  Henry  House.  At  the 
time  of  its  construction  this  hotel  w.as  far  in  advance 
of  any  in  this  part  of  Kansas.  Later  Mr.  Valentine 
also  aided  in  the  building  of  the  elegant  Bonham 
Hotel,  and  in  fact  no  enter[)risfe  in  Clay  Center  has 
ever  lacked  his  prompt,  personal  and  pecuniary 
aid.  A  band,  form(!rly  in  existence  in  Clay  Cen- 
ter which  acquired  a  reputation  all  over  the  countr}-, 
was  one  of  Mr.  Valentine's  projects,  and  while  he 
was  its  manager  it  enjoyed  a  wide  popularity. 
It    will    thus    lie    seen    that  the  suliject  of  this 


sketch,  although  a  j'oung  man,  has  been  one  of  the 
leading  spirits  of  Clay  Center.  He  is  a  fine  rep- 
resentative of  the  younger  element  of  the  West, 
wide-awake,  alert,  public-spirited  and  prompt  to 
aid  in  anything  which  promotes  the  prosperity  of 
the  city  or  county  in  which  he  resides.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  belonging  to 
Clay  Cent*er  Lodge,  No.  134;  to  Bethan}-  Chapter. 
No.  38,  R.  A.  M..  and  to  Coronado  Coramandery, 
No.  20,  K.  T.  He  also  is  a  member  of  Isis  Tem- 
ple, Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine;  and  he  likewise 
belongs  to  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  He  has  never 
been  a  candidate  for  any  local  office,  as  he  believes 
that  a  newspaper  man  should  not  put  himself  in 
any  position  where  his  opinions  may  be  influenced. 
Twice,  however,  he  has  held  the  honorable  position 
of  Presidential  Elector,  first  in  1884  as  Elector  at 
large  from  the  State  of  Kansas,  and  was  the  youngest 
man  ever  elected  to  that  office,  being  only  .twenty- 
eight  years  of  age.  In  1888  he  was  chosen  Elector 
from  the  Fifth  Kansas  District.  A  gentleman  of 
decided  convictions,  he  makes  both  warm  friends 
and  bitter  enemies,  as  does  every  man  of  his  cali- 
bre, but  his  character  and  capacity  are  questioned 
by  neither  friend  nor  foe. 


y 


>ILLIAM  DURHAM  has  been  a  resident  of 
Washington  County,  since  1876,  at  which 
time  he  bought  160  .acres  on  sections  21  and 
22,  (ireenleaf  Township,  where  he  still  resides.  He 
is  engaged  in  the  pursuit  of  agriculture,  which  he 
has  followed  all  his  life,  and  also  pays  considerable 
attention  to  stock  business.  He  was  born  in  Gene- 
see County,  N.  V.,  Dec.  28,  1828,  and  is  the  sec- 
ond of  a  family  of  seven  children,  born  to  Bryce 
R.  and  Maria  (Vandevender)  Durham.  (For  his- 
tory of  his  parents  see  sketch  of  John  Durham.) 
When  eighteen  months  old  his  parents  removed  to 
Springfield,  Erie  Co.,  Pa.,  where  he  was  reared. 
There  he  lived  until  1876,  being  a  resident  all  that 
time  on  the  same  farm,  with  the  exception  of  seven 
years. 

At  the  residence  of  the  bride  in  Springfield,  Pa.. 
April  18,  1848,  Mr.  Durham  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Emmeline  Seele^'.    She  was  a  daughter  of 
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Austin  and  Mary  (Hart)  Seeley,  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  was  born  Deo.  27,  1830.  She  departed  this  life 
Aug.  20,  1886,  regretted  by  many  friends  who  sym- 
pathized with  her  sorrowing  family.  Mrs.  Durham 
had  borne  her  husband  three  children — Edwin,  Al- 
bert, and  Louisa. 

Edwin  was  married  to  Miss  Cornelia  Davidson, 
of  Springfield,  Pa. ;  they  had  six  children — Nellie, 
William,  Benjamin,  George,  Franklin,  and  Earl  N. 
Albert  married  Miss  Angeline  King,  also  of  Spring- 
field, and  has  .seven  children — Emmeline,  Joseph, 
Jessie,  Lucy,  Lenora,  Edwin,  and  Ralph;  Louisa 
married  Robert  B.  Davidson,  also  of  Springfield; 
they  have  five  children — Mary,  William.  Leona, 
Ella,  and  Elma. 

Mr.  Durham  is  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  fra- 
ternity. Believing  the  principles  of  Democracy 
will  best  advance  the  interests  of  our  country, 
he  gives  his  hearty  support  to  the  Democratic  party. 
A  reliable  citizen,  an  upright  man,  and  a  kindly 
neighbor,  Mr.  Durham  is  held  in  high  respect  liy 
his  fellow-citizens. 


r;ENSL  GRESL,  Jr.  The  residence  of  this, 
gentleman  is  considered  the  finest  structure 
of  its  kind  in  Independence  Township,and  it 
forms  the  nucleus  of  a  fine  body  of  land,  340  acres 
in  extent,  160  of  which  have  been  brought  to  a 
fine  state  of  cultivation.  The  residence  was  com- 
pleted in  the  fall  of  1888  at  a  cost  of  $2,000.  An- 
other attractive  feature  of  the  homestead  is  a  fine 
barn  36x50  feet  in  dimensions  which  was  finished 
in  1887.  Adjacent  is  an  orchard  of  175  fruit 
trees,  and  the  hand  of  taste  is  apparent  in  the  large 
variety  of  flowers  which  are  under  the  fostering 
care  of  Mrs.  Gresl.  Mr.  Gresl  keeps  a  goodly  as- 
sortment of  live  stock,  including  eighty  head  of 
cattle,  sixty  head  of  swine  and  eight  good  horses. 
Everything  about  the  premises  indicates  the  in- 
dustry with  which  the  proprietor  has  labored  and 
the  success  which  has  attended  him. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Austria. 
Feb.  22,  1852  and  was  the  second  child  of  AVensl 
Gresl,  Sr.  and  Louisa  (Murtria)  Gresl  who  were 
natives  of  the  same  province  as    their    son.     The 


■parental  household  included  nine  children,  five  of 
whom  are  living.  Wensl  Gresl  Jr.,  emigrated  to 
America  with  his  parents  when  a  lad  of  twelve 
years  and  settling  in  Manitowoc  County,  Wis., 
lived  there  for  a  period  of  ten  years.  Thence  he 
went  to  Nebraska,  where  he  sojourned  two  years 
and  from  there  came  to  Kansas,  settling  on  the 
farm  of  which  he  is  now  the  owner.  This  farm 
was  originally  a  part  of  the  Otoe  Indian  Reserva- 
tion and  was  in  its  wild  state  when  Mr.  Gresl  moved 
upon  It. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  on  April  28,  1880  took 
unto  himself  a  wife  and  helpmate.  Miss  Annie 
Weber,  daughter  of  Frank  and  Barbara  (Gerl) 
Weber,  natives  of  Austria  who  emigrated  to  Amer- 
ica many  years  ago.  They  were  the  parents  of 
eleven  children,  eight  of  whom  are  living  and  resi- 
dents mostly  of  Wisconsin.  Mrs.  Gresl  was  the 
ninth  in  order  of  birth  and  was  born  March  23, 
1861,  in  Manitowoc  County,  Wis.  She  was  given 
a  common-school  education  and  remained  under 
the  parental  roof  until  her  marriage.  Mrs.  Barbara 
Weber  departed  this  life  in  1871  and  Mr.  Weber 
died  in  1886. 

Five  children  comprise  the  household  circle  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gresl  whose  births  are  recorded  as 
follows:  Louisa,  July  17,  1881;  Annie,  Feb.  25, 
1882;  Rosa,  Jan.  26,  1884;  Barbara,  Jan.  10,  1887; 
Matilda,  Jan.  12,  1889.  Mr.  Gresl  takes  an  active 
part  in  politics  and  supports  the  principles  of  the 
Republican  party.  He  and  his  estimable  wife  are 
members  in  good  standing  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  in  which  he  has  been  prominent,  giving  to 
it  a  liberal  support  and  being  foremost  in  all  good 
works. 

-<'^'I::->'  ■ 

ADISON  VAN  WINKLE.  Few  of  the 
older  residents  of  I'nion  Township  are 
unacquainted  with  this  highly  esteemed 
old  resident,  who  came  to  this  section  of 
country  during  its  pioneer  days  and  has  made  for 
himself  a  worth}'  record,  both  as  a  member  of  the 
farming  community  and  as  a  citizen.  Arduous  la- 
bor and  early  hardships  liave  had  their  effect  upon 
his  constitution  and  although  not  strong,  physically, 
he  preserves  that  equable  temperament    which  en- 
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ables  him  to  meet  his  f  riends[in  a  cordial  and  cheer- 
ful spirit  and  also  to  extend  to  strangers  the  courtesy 
for  which  he  has  alwaj's  been  noted.  The  Van 
Winiile  latch-string  always  hangs  out  and  the  iios- 
pitality  of   the  old  roof-tree  is  proverbial. 

In  reverting  to  the  early  history  of  Mr.  Van 
Winkle,  we  find  that  he  was  born  near  East  Palmyra, 
Wayne  Co..  N.  Y.,  Oct.  13,  1827.  He  lived  there 
on  a  farm  until  a  boy  of  eight  years,  then  started 
out  for  himself  in  the  world  and  since  that  time 
has  been  dependent  upon  his  own  resources.  He 
worked  first  for  his  board  and  then  going  into 
Seneca  County,  became  an  inmate  of  the  family 
of  Calvin  P.  Clark,  whom  he  assisted  in  cutting 
saw-logs  and  doing  other  pioneer  labor.  After  a 
time  he  returned  to  his  native  county  and  en- 
tered the  employ  of  H.  Pierson,  with  whom  he 
remained  two  j'ears.  Later  he  worked  for  his 
Grandfatlier  Easterly,  in  Seneca  County,  at  $5  per 
month  and  attended  school  in  a  log  school  house, 
receiving  such  instruction  as  the  facilities  of  that 
day  afforded.  After  this  he  worked  on  his  uncle's 
place  at  $8  per  month  until  fifteen  years  old.  His 
wages  were  then  raised  and  he  remained  there  until 
a  youth  of  eighteen  years. 

Young  Van   Winkle   now    began    working   as  a 
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the  timber  and  bottom  land.  His  live  stock  con- 
sisted of  a  team  of  horses  and  two  cows.  Since 
that  time  he  has  been  making  one  improvement 
after  another  and  has  100  acres  under  the  plow.  He 
has  built  fencing,  set  out  forest  and  fruit  trees,  put 
up  two  houses  and  has  the  farm  machinery  necessary, 
including  a  wind  mill  which  conveys  water  to 
whatever  spot  needed.  This  is  considered  one  of 
the  best  stock  farms  in  Washington  County.  Dur- 
ing the  season  of  1889  Mr.  Van  Winkle  harvested 
ninety  acres  of  corn,  which  he  feeds  mostly  to  his 
live  stock,  these  including  high  grade  animals. 

Our  subject  was  first  married  in  Viana,  Ontario 
Co.,  N.  Y.  Oct.  4,  1848,  to  Miss  Mary  S.  Booth. 
This  lady  was  born  in  C(mnecticut  and  died  in 
Michigan  in  1855.  She  was  the  mother  of  two 
daughters,  the  eldest  of  whom,  Rosanna,  became  the 
wife  of  H.  McKinstry  and  died  leaving  two  children, 
Seeley  and  Mary  A.;  the  other  daughter  Julia  is  de- 
ceased. Mr.  Van  Winkle.in  1 856,  contracted  a  second 
marriage  at  Romeo,  Macomb  Co.,  Mich.,  with  Miss 
Sarah  A.  Booth,  a  sister  of  the  first  wife,  who  was 
likewise  born  in  Connecticut  and  who  died  in 
Capac,  Mich.,  in  December,  1864.  This  union 
resulted  in  the  birth  of  three  children,  Eugene, 
Charles  and    Frank,  the    latter  of    whom  died    in 


carpenter  and  joiner  in  Ontario  County,  N.    Y.   at       Colorado,  Dec.  20,  1888  at  the  age  of  twent^'-eight 


wiiich  he  occupied  himself  until  1852.  That  year 
he  decided  to  seek  the  Western  country  and  made 
his  way  by  canal  and  lake  to  Macomb  County,  Mich. 
Thence  by  steamer  he  proceeded  to  New  Baltimore, 
Mich.,  where  lie  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land 
upon  which  he  operated  ten  years  with  very  little 
profit.  In  the  meantime  he  also  worked  at  car- 
pentering, but  in  1862,  removed  to  St.  Clair  County 
and  locating  in  the  swamp  lands,  engaged  in  th(^ 
manufacture  of  barrel  hoops,  getting  out  about 
1 .000,000  in  one  year. 

In  1868  Mr.  ^'an  Winkle  purchased  forty-three 
acres  of  forest  land  near  Iralay  City,  Lapeer 
Co.,  Mich.  He  improved  this  and  carried  on 
farming  until  the  spring  of  1877.  Then  selling 
out  he  came  to  Washington  County,  Kan.,  locating 
on  his  present  farm  of  160  acres,  only  twenty  acres 
of  which  were  broken.  The  only  improvement  was 
a  dug-out  without  a  floor  and  a  straw  roof.  lie 
paid  §600  for  this    land,  selecting  it  on  account  of 


years.     Charles  married  Miss    Abbie    Adams    and 
resides  on  a  farm  near  Haddam. 

Mr.  Van  Winkle  was  married  tiie  tiiird  time  in 
Capac,  Mich.,  March  10,  1866  to  Lovina,  the 
widowed  daughter  of  Benaiah  McKinstry,  and  who 
was  born  in  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.  John  McKin- 
stry the  paternal  grandfatlier,  was  likewise  a  native 
of  the  Empire  State  and  of  Scotch  descent.  He 
farmed  for  many  years  in  Seneca  County,  and 
represented  the  fourth  generation  in  America. 
Benaiah  McKinstry,  during  his  younger  years 
prosecuted  agriculture  in  Seneca  County,  N.  Y., 
but  later  emigrated  to  Michigan  and  purchased  160 
acres  of  land,  which  he  operated  about  five  years, 
then  changed  his  residence  to  Shiawassa  County. 
He  resided  there  likewise  for  years,  then  removed 
to  Livingston  County.  We  next  find  him  in  St. 
Clair  County,  on  an  80-acre  farm  of  which  he 
lield  possession  eighteen  years.  He  siient  his  last 
(lays  in  Capac,  passing  away  -lunc  27,  1886  at    the 
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age  of  seventy-eight  years.  He  was  a  Democrat, 
politically,  and  in  I'eligious  matters,  a  member  of 
the  Jlethodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Tiie  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  Mrs.  Van 
Winkle,  was  Elizabeth  Buyce.  She  was  born  in 
Seneca  County,  N.  Y.  and  is  the  daughter  of  Henry 
Buyce,  who  with  his  wife  Catherine,  was  born  in  Hol- 
land. They  emigrated  to  America  at  an  early  day 
and  settled  in  Seneca  Count}',  N.  Y.,  where  they 
spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives  engaged  in 
farming  pursuits.  The  mother  was  reared  by  her 
Uncle  John,  with  whom  she  remained  until  her 
marriage.  She  was  the  first  wife  of  Mr.  McKinstry. 
Her  first  husband  was  William  Merrill,  by  whom 
she  became  the  mother  of  one  child,  John,  who  is 
now  deceased;  she  departed  this  life  Dec.  19,  1888. 
Like  her  husband,  she  had  been  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  McKinstry  were  the  parents  of 
eleven  children,  viz:  Jacob  B.,  a  i-esident  of  Tus- 
cola, Mich.;  John,  living  in  Van  Buren  County, 
that  State;  Sarah  A.,  Mrs.  Odell  of  Lapeer  County; 
Henry  residing  in  St.  Clair  County;  Margaret,  de- 
ceased; Mary, a  resident  of  Tuscola,  Mich.;  Lovina 
H.,  Mrs.  Van  Winkle;  Orrin  living  in  St.  Clair 
County,  Mich. ;  William  V.,  also  a  resident  of  that 
county;  Catherine,  Mrs.  Osmond  of  Genesee 
County  and  Alvaretta  who  died  in  infancy.  John, 
during  the  Civil  War,  enlisted,  in  1862,  in  the  10th 
Michigan  Infantry,  serving  three  years.  He  was 
in  the  company  which  captured  Jefferson  Davis, 
serving  as  a  Lieutenant.  Henry  enlisted  in  August, 
1862,  in  the  iith  Michigan  Cavalry  and  served 
twenty-two  months.  He  was  wounded  in  tlie  breast 
and  discharged  from  the  hospital  on  account  of 
disability. 

Mrs.  Lovina  \'an  Winkle  was  born  near  Waterloo, 
Seneca  Co.,  N.  Y.,  March  14,  1845,  and  was  four 
j'cars  old  when  her  parents  removed  to  Michigan. 
They  went  overland  in  wagons  to  Buffalo,  and 
thence  journeyed  by  boat  to  their  destination. 
Lovina  was  reared  in  tiie  pioneer  country,  receiv- 
ing only  a  few  months'  schooling  each  year.  Her 
mother  being  practically  an  invalid  she  was  obliged 
to  attend  to  the  household  affairs  from  the  time  she 
was  nine  years  old  until  her  marriage.  Her  first 
husband  was    William    Huntley,  wlu)  w.as    born    in 


Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  and  whose  father,  Arthur 
Huntley,  was  a  farmer  of  that  county  for  many 
years.  William  Huntley  in  August,  1862,  enlisted 
in  Company  E,  5th  Michigan  Cavalr}',  and  went 
South  with  his  regiment  as  a  teamster.  He  was 
captured  by  the  rebels  at  Spottsylvania  in  August, 
1864  and  taken  to  Belle  Isle  where  he  was  confined 
tliree  months.  He  was  then  removed  to  Anderson- 
ville  prison  where  he  died  from  starvation  in  June, 
1865.  Mrs.  Huntley  then  returned  home,  remain- 
ing there  until  her  second  marriage.  Of  her  union 
with  Mr.  Huntley  there  was  born  one  child,  a  son, 
William  K.,  who  is  a  resident  of  Tha^-er  County, 
Neb. 

Of  the  third  marri.age  of  Mr.  Van  Winkle 
there  have  been  born  six  children,  viz:  Julia  E., 
Eli,  Alma  and  Madison,  deceased,  David  and 
Ada  S.  at  home  with  their  parents.  Julia  E.,  is  the 
wife  of  (xcorge  L.  Arnold,  who  owns  and  operates 
a  farm  of  160  acres  in  Richard.son  County,  Neb. 
In  Michigan  Mr.  Van  Winkle  was  Township  Treas- 
urer one  year.  Commissioner  of  Highways  ten 
years  and  a  member  of  the  School  Board  lifteen 
years.  In  Kansas  he  has  been  a  member  of  the 
School  Board  of  his.  district  three  terms.  In 
Wayne  County,  N.  Y.  he  belonged  to  the  Royal 
Blue  Degree  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  Politically,  he  is 
a  stanch  Democrat  and  has  served  as  a  juryman, 
both  in  Michigan  and  Kansas. 

Calvin  Van  Winkle,  the  father  of  our  suliject. 
was  a  native  of  New  Jersey.  Grandfather  Van 
Winkle  was  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  intelli- 
gence and  became  prominent  in  his  community. 
He  married  Miss  Sarah  Hopkins  of  Long  Island, 
and  a  daughter  of  one  of  the  first  families.  Mr. 
A'an  Winkle  followed  carpentering  as  well  as  farm- 
ing, and  in  East  Palmyra,  N.  Y.,  operated  largely 
asa  builder  and  contractor  during  the  last  years  of 
his  life.  He  died  on  the  25th  of  September,  1835 
at  Palmyra,  N.  Y.  The  Van  AVinkle  family 
traces  its  ancestry  to  Holland  and  was  represented 
in  America  as  early  as  about  1616. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject 
was  Eliz.abeth  Easterly.  She  was  born  in  Kinder- 
hook,  N.  Y.  and  was  the  daughter  of  Martin 
Easterly,  one  of  tiie  earliest  settlers  of  Ontario 
County,  N.   Y.    and  an  intimate   friend  of    Martin 
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Van  Buren.  He  lived  near  Waterloo  in  Seneca 
County  for  a  time,  but  flnallj'  returned  to  Ontario 
Count}-,  where  lie  spent  his  last  daj-s.  Mrs.  Eliza- 
beth Van  Winkle  died  in  New  York  State  in  1861 ; 
she  was  a  lady  possessing  many  estimable  qualities 
:uid  belonged  to  the  Baptist  Church.  Of  her  six 
cliildren,  Julia  A.,  the  eldest,  died  in  1859;  Marvin 
(lied  in  February,  1874.  Madison  of  this  sketch 
was  the  third  child;  David  is  a  commission  mer- 
chant at  tlie  Union  stockyards,  Chicago;  John  and 
Ann  are  deceased. 


AVID  M.  EDDY.  This  gentleman  is  one 
the  most  prominent  citizens  of  Morgan- 
Clay  County,  being  a  pioneer  mer- 
chant of  that  thriving  town.  He  is  now 
engaged  in  the  sale  of  general  merchandise,  and  is 
known  as  a  man  of  the  strictest  integrity  in  busi- 
ness dealings,  and  as  a  citizen  interested  and  active 
in  tlie  develoimient  of  the  young  and  growing  city, 
lie  was  one  of  the  firm  who  bought  the  original 
town  site  and  laid  out  a  part  of  the  town,  and  was 
(ineof  the  signers  to  the  petition  for  the  incorpora- 
li(jii  of  tlie  place.  He  owns  a  tasty  residence  and 
11.)  acres  of  the  section  on  wliich  the  town  is  situ- 
ted.  and  is  also  the  owner  of  the  building  in  which 
his  business  is  carried  on. 

Mr.  Eddy  comes  of  a  long  line  of  honorable  an- 
cestry, and  in  the  history  of  the  family  for  more 
tlian  300  years  no  member  has  ever  failed  finan- 
cially to  the  detriment  of  his  creditors.  Honest 
[M-inciple  has  been  observed  in  all  their  business 
affairs,  and  they  have  been  known  to  their  contem- 
poraries as  strictly  reliable  in  all  things. 

.Seth  Eddy,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  a  na- 
tive of  Massachusetts,  and  was  married  in  Vermont 
to  Miss  Millie  Huggins.  They  removed  to  New  York 
and  there  reared  their  family  of  seven  sons,  all  of 
whom  are  now  living.  They  had  one  daughter 
who  died  at  tiie  age  of  twenty  years.  Their  last 
days  were  spent  in  New  York  State,  they  dying  at 
the  ages  of  seventy-five  and  eighty-one  years,  re- 
spectively. Both  were  members  of  the  Baptist 
Churcli,  in  whicli  the  father  had   been   Deacon    for 


about  fifty  years.  He  was  an  officer  during  the 
War  of  1812. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was 
Samuel  Eddy,  also  born  in  Massachusetts.  There 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Morton,  whose  father 
was  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  In  his  native 
State  Samuel  Eddy  reared  his  family,  his  own  later 
years  being  spent  in  New  York  with  his  son,  Seth. 

The  maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  is  sup- 
posed to  have  been  a  native  of  Massachusetts, 
although  he  reared  his  family  in  Vermont,  to  which 
State  he  removed  early  in  life.  His  name  was 
Adolphus  Huggins,  and  his  wife  was  Miss  Hutch- 
inson, who  was  at  that  time  a  noted  singer.  When 
ninety  years  old  she  could  still  sing  the  most  diffi- 
cult pieces  of  music.  She  was  a  great  reader,  well 
versed  in  foreign  and  United  States  history,  kept 
well  posted  in  political  matters,  and  was  a  great 
Biblical  student.  She  had  a  remarkable  memory, 
and  retained  all  her  faculties  until  her  dgath,  which 
occurred  in  Marion,  Wayne  Co.,  N.  Y.,  at  the  age 
of  about  ninety -six  years.  One  of  her  brothers  was 
a  captain  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  he  and 
two  other  brothers  were  victims  of  the  Wyoming 
Massacre  in  Pennsylvania. 

The  gentleman  whose  name  initiates  this  notice 
was  born  in  Wayne  Count}-,  N.  Y.,  in  1818,  and  is 
the  sixth  of  the  seven  sons  born  to  his  parents. 
He  was  reared  in  his  native  countj%  and  there  re- 
ceived an  excellent  education.  He  was  engaged  In 
the  mercantile  business  in  his  native  State  for  many 
years.  In  November.  1871,  he  came  to  Morgan- 
ville,  and  engaged  in  the  drug  business.  The  fol- 
lowing January,  his  family  joined  him  here.  He 
continued  for  several  years  in  the  business  which 
he  had  first  opened  in  Morganville,  adding  a  stock 
of  groceries  and  dry  goods.  He  then  sold  the 
drug  business,  and  has  since  conducted  the  trade  in 
groceries  and  dry  goods. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Eddy  and  Sarah  S.  Atkins 
took  place  at  the  home  of  the  bride,  in  Wayne 
County,  N.  Y.  Mrs.  Eddy  w.as  the  daughter  of 
Alfred  AV.  and  Fidelia  (Brown)  Atkins,  natives  of 
the  Empire  State,  where  they  spent  their  lives. 
She  was  their  only  child,  and  when  an  infant  lost 
her  mother.  Her  father  lived  to  be  fifty-six  years 
old.     Her  maternal  grandfather  was  Moses  Brown, 
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of  the  Empire  State,  and  her  paternal  ancestors 
were  Welsh.  Seven  brothers  by  the  name  of  At- 
kins came  from  Wales  to  the  United  States  about 
tlie  year  1720,  and  of  one  of  these  Mrs.  Eddy  was 
a  direct  descendant.  Of  the  children  born  to  her 
and  our  subject,  Lizzie  is  the  wife  of  Fred  M. 
Woods,  of  Lincoln,  Neb.;  Augustus  is  engaged  in 
business  in  Yonkers,  N.  Y.,  and  Seth  W.  resides  in 
Lincoln,  Neb. 

The  second  union  of  Mr.  Eddy  was  blessed  by 
the  birth  of  two  children,  both  daughters.  One. 
Millie,  was  taken  from  them  by  death  after  their 
removal  to  Kansas.  Frances  was  married  Sept.  19. 
1889,  to  N.  C.  Johnson,  of  Lawrence,  this  State. 

Mr.  Eddy  and  his  family  are  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church.  We  take  pleasure  in  calling  the 
attention  of  the  reader  to  a  fine  portrait  of  our  sub- 
ject, which  may  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  volume. 
He  is  one  of  the  most  highly  respected  citizens  of 
Morganville,  and  his  family  share  the  esteem  in 
wliich  he  is  held. 


*:^^^^liiis» 


,^  HARLES  GRAHAM.  There  is  not  within 
'if  ^  the  limits  of  Little  Blue  Township,  a  finer 
^^^  farm  than  that  which  has  been  built  up  by 
Mr.  Graham,  who  is  a  man  widely  and  favorably 
known  in  the  southeastern  part  of  Washington 
County.  Of  late  years,  in  addition  to  general  ag- 
riculture, he  has  made  a  specialty  of  live  stock,  in 
which  he  is  an  extensive  dealer,  and  which  by  his 
good  judgment  and  common  sense  has  been  the 
means  of  yielding  iiim  very  handsome  returns.  He 
ships  several  carloads  annually,  mostly  to  Kansas 
City. 

Mr.  Graham  came  to  Kansas  in  1879  with  verj' 
little  hard  cash  in  his  pocket,  and  homesteaded  160 
acres  of  land  on  section  27,  Little  Blue  Township, 
on  the  eastern  line  of  Washington  County.  Op- 
erating upon  the  maxim  that  "a  rolling  stone 
gathers  no  moss,"  he  adhered  steadily  to  his  first 
purpose  of  developing  a  farm  in  Kansas,  laboring- 
early  and  late  amid  many  difficulties,  and  in  due 
time  found  himself  upon  solid  ground,  financially. 
He  is  now  the  owner  of  520  broad  acres  of  finely- 
developed  land,  upon  which,  in  1877,  he  erected  a 


fine  two-story  stone  residence,  which,  with  its  sur- 
roundings forms  one  of  the  most  elegant  homes  in 
Washington  County.  The  ample  grounds  are  orna- 
mented with  shade  trees,  while  adjacent  to  the 
dwelling  there  have  been  planted  trees  of  the 
fruits  which  grow  abundantly  in  this  region,  fur- 
nishing to  the  family  all  the  luxuries  of  the  season- 
The  main  barn  and  other  outbuildings  are  amply 
adapted  to  the  general  purposes  of  rural  life.  The 
liomestead  is  in  all  respects  a  picture  deligiitful  to 
the  eye,  and  it  stands  a  lasting  monument  to  the  in- 
dustry of  the  proprietor. 

In  noting  the  personal  history  of  Mr.  Graham, 
we  find  that  he  is  a  native  of  Yorkshire,  England, 
and  was  born  Dec.  15,  1833.  He  comes  of  pure 
English  stock,  but  his  parents  dying  when  he  was 
an  infant  he  was  reared  bj'^  his  grandparents  in  York- 
shire, and  there  received  his  early  education.  He 
developed  into  a  strong  and  vigorous  lad,  perhaps 
rather  impatient  of  control,  and  ambitious  to  be 
somebody  in  the  world.  At  the  age  of  fourteen 
years  he  went  to  sea  as  cabin  boy  on  the  '-Mary  Hud- 
son," a  merchant  vessel  commanded  by  his  uncle, 
George  Graham.  He  left  the  ship  in  Boston,  M.ass., 
in  1850,  going  to  New  Orleans  and  procuring  em- 
plo.ymentin  the  Pensacola  Navy  Yard,  and  remained 
there  until  1853. 

In  the  year  above  mentioned  Mr.  Graham  emi- 
grated to  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  becoming  an  employe 
of  the  Lindell  Hotel,  remained  in  that  (rity  until  tlie 
following  spring.  Then,  taking  to  the  water  again, 
he  embarked  on  the  Mississippi  as  a  deck  hand,  and 
for  two  years  he  was  watchman  on  the  steamer 
"Minnesota."  He  acted  in  that  capacity  on  differ- 
ent boats  thereafter  until  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil 
War,  and  during  the  war  was  mate  on  the  "Belfast," 
an  Arkansas  River  boat.  He  quit  steamboating  in 
1  879,  came  to  Kansas  that  year,  and  has  since  spent 
his  time  upon  im-a  firma.  He  landed  in  America  a 
poor  boy,  and  has  accumulated  his  property  solely 
by  his  own  industry  and  perseverance.  His  career 
furnishes  a  fine  example  to  any  young  man  starting 
out  in  life  dependent  upon  his  own  resources. 

Shortl}'  before  reaching  the  twenty-fourth  3-ear 
of  his  age  Mr.  Graham  took  unto  himself  a  wife  and 
helpmate,  being  married  in  November,  1857,  to  Miss 
Bridget  McCluskey,  of  Galena,  111.     Mrs.  Graham 
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was  born  in  County  Monahan,  Ireland,  in  August, 
1830,  and  upon  coming  to  America  alone,  settled 
first  in  New  York.  Of  tins  union  there  liave  been 
liorn  five  children,  viz.:  Charles,  George,  Henry, 
William  W.  and  Isabel.  The  eldest  son  is  unmar- 
ried. George  took  to  wife  Miss  Maggie  Malia,  of 
Washington  County,  this  State,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  one  child,  a  son,  Willie;  they  live  on  a 
farm  in  this  township.  Henry  married  Miss  Cath- 
erine McCune,  of  Harrison  County,  Mo.,  and  they 
have  two  children — James  and  Francis;  they  are 
living  on  a  farm  in  Oklahoma.  Isabel  is  the  wife 
of  Roger  MeCune,  a  farmer,  and  they  live  in  the 
vicinity  of  Ashland,  Clark  County,  this  State.  Mr. 
Graham,  politically,  is  a  sound  Republican,  and  le- 
ligiousl}'.  belongs  with  his  wife  to  the  Romaii  Catho- 
lic Church. 


JAMES  S.  CORBETT,  one  of  Manhattan's 
most  successful  merchants  is  prosperously 
engaged  in  the  hardware  business  in  this  city, 
W.  H.  Orr  being  associated  with  him  at  the 
present  time.  They  have  a  well-fitted  up  store,  and 
have  a  fine  assortment  of  hardware,  cutlery,  stoves, 
paints  and  oils,  and  thej'  are  well  patronized.  Mr. 
Corbett  was  born  in  Mifflin  County,  Pa.,  on  the 
banks  of  the  beautiful  Juniata,  three  miles  from  the 
town  of  McVey,  May  20,  1839,  being  the  date  of 
his  birth.  His  father,  Robert  Corbett,  was  born  in 
the  same  State  in  1808,  a  son  of  William  Corbett, 
who  was  also  a  Pennsylvanian  by  birth.  The  Cor- 
bett family  originated  in  Scotland  or  Ireland, 
Joseph  Corbett,  the  great-grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, coming  from  the  North  of  Ireland  in  1776, 
and  locating  on  the  banks  of  the  Juniata,  casting 
in  his  fortunes  with  the  American  colonists  in 
their  struggle  for  independence.  He  continued  to 
live  in  the  home  in  Pennsylvania  that  he  had  se- 
lected when  he  first  came  to  this  country,  till  death 
called  him  to  a  better.  His  son  William  was  a  life- 
long resident  of  the  place  of  his  birth,  dying  there 
in  1833.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Sarah 
Roberts,  was  of  English  descent. 

The   father  of   our   subject  was  the  sixth  son  of 
his  parents,  and  he  was  reared  by  them  in  his  native 


State.  Early  in  life  he  learned  and  carried  on  the 
trade  of  a  sign  painter.  After  marriage  he  devoted 
himself  to  farming,  buying  a  farm  in  Mifflin  County, 
and  cultivating  it  till  1853.  In  that  year  he  be- 
came a  pioneer  of  Illinois,  locating  near  Princeton. 
At  tliat  time  Peru,  in  that  State  was  the  western 
terminus  of  the  railway,  and  he  performed  his  jour- 
ney to  that  point  on  the  steam  cars,  and  then  went 
with  teams  to  Bureau  County.  He  bought  a  farm 
in  Berlin  Township,  and  in  the  busy  years  that  fol- 
lowed not  only  improved  his  place  and  built  up  a 
comfortable  home,  but  secured  a  competency  with 
the  cheerful  aid  of  his  good  wife.  In  1880  he  sold 
his  property  in  Illinois,  and  came  to  Manhattan  to 
spend  his  declining  years.  He  is  living  here  retired 
at  the  age  of  eighty-two,  still  retaining  in  a  large 
degree  his  old-time  physical  and  mental  vigor,  en- 
joying good  health  and  having  an  excellent  mem- 
or}'.  He  is  sincerely  respected  and  venerated  bj' 
all  who  know  him  for  his  many  sterling  qualities. 
The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Ruth  McKinstry, 
and  she  was  also  a  native  of  the  Keystone  State, 
born  in  Cumlierlnnd  County  to  Alexander  and 
Ruth  (McDonalil)  McKinstry.  who  were  natives  of 
Penns_ylvania  (.)f  Scotch  ancestry. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  seventeen  years 
old  when  his  parents  left  the  pleasant  scenes  of  his 
youthful  home  and  sought  another  on  the  green 
prairies  of  Illinois.  He  attended  the  district  school 
in  Pennsylvania  and  also  in  Illinois,  assisting  his 
father  on  the  farm  when  not  engaged  in  studying.  By 
diligence  and  close  attention  to  his  books  he  acquired 
a  sound  education  that  amply  qualified  him  to  en- 
ter tlie  rank  of  teachers,  which  he  did  at  the  age 
of  twenty.  His  time  was  occupied  in  teaching  in 
winter  and  in  farming  in  summer  till  1S70.  when 
he  left  Illinois  to  seek  greener  fields  and  pastures 
new  under  these  sunny  skies,  and  coming  to  Man- 
hattan prospecting  he  made  a  claim  to  some  land 
in  Clay  County.  He  did  not,  however,  settle  on 
it,  but  soon  accepted  a  clerkship  with  Jlr.  Purcell. 
and  so  abandoned  his  claim.  He  remained  in  that 
gentleman's  employ  for  several  years,  being  en- 
gaged in  the  hardware  department  the  last  eight 
years  of  his  stay,  and  he  thus  gained  a  thorough 
insight  into  the  mercantile  business  June  21,  1883 
he  resigned   his  position  to  establish   himself  as  a 
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hardware  merchant,  opening  a  store  in  Manliattan, 
which  is  neatly  fitted  up  witli  everything  usually 
found  in  such  a  store.  He  has  admitted  Mr.  W.  II. 
Orr,  of  Michigan,  into  partnership,  and  they  com- 
mand a  profitable  trade,  and  are  doing  a  flourishing 
business,  that  is  carried  on  S3'stematically  and  after 
tiie  best  methods. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Corbett  with  Miss  Celia  E. 
Mails,  was  solemnized  Dec.  22.  1874,  and  it  has 
been  blessed  to  them  by  the  birth  of  four  children: 
Florence  R.,  Joseph  B.,  Mabel  A.,  Ray  F.  Mrs. 
Corbett  is,  like  her  husband,  a  native  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. She  is  a  daughter  of  John  and  Martha 
( Huey )  Mails,  of  whom  see  account  in  the  biography 
of  Martha  Mails,  that  appears  on  another  p.age  of 
this  volume. 

Mr.  Corbett  is  an  intelligent,  thoughtful  man,  of 
high  personal  repute,  and  stands  well  in  the  busi- 
ness, moral  and  social  circles  of  the  community. 
He  is  a  man  of  public  spirit,  earnestly  interested  in 
the  welfare  of  his  country,  and  fully  believing  that 
the  policy  of  the  Democratic  party  is  the  best  for 
the  management  of  public  affairs,  gives  it  his  hearty 
support.  He  and  his  wife  are  people  of  true  reli- 
gious character,  and  in  them  the  Presbj'tcrian 
Church  finds  its  most  active  workers. 


JONATHAN  DAVIES.  In  this  instance  the 
strong-sounding  name  most  certainly  befits 
the  man.  Mr.  Davies,  who  is  in  the  prime 
of  life,  is  strong  and  powerfnllj'  built,  and 
possesses  marked  traits  of  character  in  keeping  with 
his  physical  development.  He  is  numbered  among 
the  substantial  citizens  of  Manhattan  Township, 
who  commenced  at  the  foot  of  the  ladder  in  life, 
dependent  upon  their  own  resources,  and  by  his 
own  unflagging  industry,  he  has  raised  himself  to  a 
good  position,  socially  and  financially. 

Mr.  Davies  was  born  in  the  North  of  Wales,  Jan. 
18,  1840.  He  lived  there  the  first  thirty -one  years 
of  his  life,  and  then  in  1871  joined  a  Welsh  colony 
coming  to  America,  and  who  settled  at,  and  around  j 
Bala,  near  the  western  line  of  Riley  Count3%  and 
about  midway  between  the  north  and  south  bound-    j 


ary  lines.  Mr.  Davies  had  no  capital  excepting  his 
strong  hands,  his  Industrious  habits,  and  a  helpful 
wife  who  had  been  his  playmate  in  boyhood,  and  to 
whom  he  was  married  in  the  city  of  Liverpool, 
England,  upon  the  eve  of  setting  out  for  the  New 
World.  For  some  years  thereafter,  Mr.  Davies  was 
in  the  emplo.y  of  the  late  Capt.  Todd,  and  saving 
his  earnings,  was  in  due  time  enabled  to  purchase 
160  acres  of  land  adjoining  the  old  town  site  of 
Bala,  and  he  also  has  charge  as  a  renter  of  sixty-two 
acres  belonging  to  Mrs.  Todd.  Mrs.  Davies  is  a 
very  refined  and  intelligent  lady,  and  they  have 
one  son,  a  bright  3'outh  of  about  fifteen  3'ears,  who 
is  a  student  in  the  Agricultural  College. 

In  referring  to  the  antecedents  of  Mr.  Davies, 
we  find  that  he  was  the  son  of  David  and  Elizabeth 
(Jones)  Davies,  the  father  a  farmer  by  occupation, 
and  both  sides  of  the  house  descended  from  Welsh 
ancestry.  Eight  children  were  born  to  the  parents, 
the  eldest  of  whom,  a  son,  John,  married  Elizabeth 
Owen,  and  is  a  hotel-keeper  in  Liverpool,  England; 
they  have  three  children:  Martha  married  Edward 
Lewis,  a  farmer,  of  Mold,  Wales,  and  they  have  two 
children;  Edward  was  married  to  Mary  Ingman, 
and  to  them  there  were  born  seven  children;  he 
died  in  Wales  in  the  fifty-flrst  year  of  his  age. 
David,  a  butcher  of  Liverpool,  married  Catherine 
Roberts,  and  they  have  eight  children;  Thomas, 
likewise  a  butcher  of  Liverpool,  married  Kate  Mc- 
Connell,  and  they  have  two  children  living;  Eliza- 
beth died  when  eight  years  old ;  Margaret  married 
William  Williams,  an  iron  moulder  of  Scranton, 
Pa.,  and  they  have  five  children. 

Mr.  Davies  lived  in  his  native  country  until 
twenty -eight  years  old,  then  repaired  to  Liverpool, 
England,  and  followed  butchering  three  years. 
Not  being  satisfied  with  his  condition  or  his  jjros- 
pects,  he,  in  1871,  set  out  for  America,  and  there- 
after was  employed  seven  years  as  a  farm  laborer. 
Next  he  went  to  Bala,  and  remained  three  years. 
After  the  death  of  Capt.  Todd  he  operated  the  farm 
for  his  widow  from  1880  to  1887.  For  the  last  two 
years  he  has  lived  on  it  as  a  renter.  He  owns  160 
acres  of  land  adjoining  the  old  town  site  of  Bala,  on 
the  northwest  corner.  The  father  of  Mr.  Davies 
died  in  January,  1886,  in  the  ninety-first  year  of 
his  age,  having  survived  his  estimable  wife  eleven 
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years,  her  death  taking  place  in  May,  1877,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-eight. 

The  wife  of  our  subject,  to  whom  he  was  married 
Fob.  9,  1871,  was  in  her  girlhood.  Miss  Eliza- 
beth, daugliter  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  (Ed- 
wards) Hughes.  Mrs.  Davies  was  born  and  reared 
in  the  same  neighborhood  as  her  husband,  and  of 
their  congenial  union  there  has  been  born  one  cliild 
only,  a  son,  David  T..  June  19,  1874.  Mrs.  Davies 
was  the  third  cliild  of  her  parents,  whose  family' 
consisted  of  four  sons  and  four  daughters;  John  is 
unmarried  and  living  with  his  parents  in  Wales; 
David,  who  likewise  continues  a  resident  of  his  na- 
tive country,  married  Elizabeth  Davies,  and  they 
iiave  four  children  living;  Thomas  married  Mar- 
garet Davies,  and  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-four 
3'ears,  in  Bala,  Wales,  leaving  three  children;  Cath- 
erine is  unmarried,  and  lives  with  her  parents; 
Margaret  Ann  died  in  childhood;  Edward  married 
Miss  Mary  Wright,  and  is  a  general  merchant  in 
Kuthin,  Wales.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davies,  in  religious 
belief,  are  Congregationalists,  and  Mr.  Davies,  po- 
litically, supports  the  Republican  party,  in  which  he 
is  quite  prominent,  having  been  sent  as  a  delegate 
to  five  county  conventions. 


\fS;^  ANIEL  SCIIAFFXER.    For  ovei 

he  came  in  April,  1871,  and   homesteaded 


\fS;^ANIEL  SCIIAFFXER.  For  over  eighteen 
;i  jY  j'e.irs  Mr.  Schaffner  has  been  a  resident  of 
vt^    Bloom  Township,  Clay  County,  to    which 


160  acres  of  land  on  section  13.  A  few  years  in- 
dustriously employed,  resulted  in  the  opening  up  of 
a  good  farm  which  is  now  largely  devoted  to  stock- 
raising.  Besides  this  property  he  has  140  acres  on 
section  7  which  is  likewise  improved.  He  is  con- 
sequently well-to-do  and  is  only  another  illustra- 
tion of  the  results  of  enterprise  and  industry. 

Mr.  Schaffner  came  to  Kansas  from  Tennessee, 
where  he  had  lived  on  a  farm  in  Stewart  County 
two  years  and  to  which  he  removed  from  Crawford 
County,  Ohio,  where  he  had  been  a  resident  for 
nearly  twenty  years,  engaged  in  railroading  and 
farming.  He  is  a  native  of  Switzerland  and  was 
born  in  the  Canton  of  Argan,  Oct.  11,  1833,  being 
the  descendant  of  a  fine  old  Swiss  family  and   the 


son  of  Daniel  Schafifner,  Sr.,  a  substantial  Swiss 
farmer.  The  latter  was  married  to  Miss  Barbara 
Weibel,  a  native  of  his  own  canton,  and  after  the 
birth  of  five  children — four  sons  and  one  daughter, 
the  mother  died  in  1846. 

The  father  of  our  subject  in  due  time  was  mar- 
ried again  and  with  his  wife  and  children  set 
out  for  America  in  September,  1848,  on  the  sailing 
vessel  "Baltimore"  from  Havre,  France,  and  ar- 
rived in  New  York  City  after  a  pleasant  voyage  of 
thirty-five  days.  They  located  in  Richland  County, 
Ohio,  where  they  remained  si.-c  months,  then  re- 
moved to  Crawford  County,  Ohio,  of  which  they 
were  residents  a  number  of  years.  The  father 
finally  purchased  a  farm  in  Marion  County,  that 
State,  but  eventually  returned  to  Crawford  County, 
where  the  stepmother  died  in  1854,  at  the  age  of 
fifty-two  years.  The  father  and  his  two  wives 
were  members  of  the  German  Reformed  Church. 
The  first  wife  was  forty-three  years  old  at  the  time 
of  her  death.  The  elder  Sclmffner  after  becoming 
a  widower  the  second  tiini^.  followed  his  son  Daniel 
in  his  different  migrations  and  died  at  his  home  in 
1  Bloom  Township.  Kan.,  in  1884,  aged  eighty-one 
j  years  and  six  months.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  Bloom  Township,  which  he 
I  assisted  in  organizing  and  was  a  good  man  in  the 
broadest  sense  of  the  term. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  attained  to  manhood 
in  Crawford  County,  Ohio,  and  was  there  married 
Jan.  1,  1860,  to  Miss  Anna  Miller.  This  lady  was 
born  in  Wooster,  that  State,  Sept.  11,  1830,  and  is 
the  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Barbara  (Ilagussweler) 
Miller,  who  were  natives  of  Switzerland,  where 
they  were  reared  and  married.  After  the  birth  of 
one  child  they  emigrated  to  the  United  States  in 
1829,  settling  in  Wayne  County,  Ohio,  and  after- 
wards removed  to  Crawford  County,  Ohio,  where 
the  father  died  a  few  years  later,  in  August  1843, 
in  his  prime.  The  mother  survived  her  husband 
many  years,  remaining  a  widow,  and  died  in  Craw- 
ford County,  May,  4,  1874,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
six.  Both  she  and  her  husband  were  life  \oT\<y 
members  of  the  German  Reformed  Church,  faithful 
and  earnest  in  their  devotion  to  their  religious  du- 
ties and  their  duties  to  those  around  them. 

Mrs.  Schaffner  was  the  second  born  in  a  fami 
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of  four  sons  and  five  daughters.  Three  of  the 
daughters  are  .yet  living  and  all  are  married,  hav- 
ing families  of  their  own.  Jacob  Miller  died  when 
his  daughter  Anna  was  twelve  'years  old  and 
she  remained  with  her  mother  until  her  marriage, 
receiving  a  good  education  in  the  common  school. 
Of  her  union  with  our  subject  there  have  been 
born  five  children,  the  eldest  of  whom,  a  daughter. 
Mary  E.,  is  a  teacher  of  five  years  standing;  Bar- 
bara L.,  is  a  teacher  of  seven  years  standing;  John 
H.,  also  a  teacher,  is  now  a  student  in  the  Baker 
University  at  Baldwin,  Kan.;  Margaret  A.  follows 
the  same  profession  in  the  vicinit}'  of  Clay  Center; 
Barbara  L.,  John  H.  and  Margaret  A.  are  all  grad- 
uates of  the  High  School  at  Clay  Center;  Daniel  C, 
is  attending  school  there  and  will  be  graduated  in 
due  time.  The  parents  and  children  are  all  mem- 
bers of  the  ^Presbyterian  Church,  in^  which  Mr. 
Schaffner  officiates  as  Elder,  and  which  he  and  his 
and  his  wife  assisted  in  organizing,  and  they  have 
contributed  liberally  to  its  support.  Polilicall3', 
Mr.  Schaffner  supports  the  principles  of  the  Demo- 
cratic paity. 


z^EOROE  F.  BROWN  was  one  of  the  early 
(II  ^—  pioneers  of  Kansas,  and  has  been  variously 
^^J!  connected  with  its  industrial,  agricultural 
and  mercantile  interests  for  many  3'ears.  He  has 
until  recentlj^  been  prosperousl}-  engaged  in  busi- 
ness as  a  bookseller  and  stationer  in  Manhattan. 
He  was  born  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  Jan.  12,  1829. 
His  father,  James  Brown,  was  born  in  the  same 
.State  in  the  town  of  Johnson,  and  was  the  son  of 
Gideon  Brown,  also  a  native  of  Rhode  Island  and, 
it  is  thought  of  the  same  town.  He  was  a  farmer 
and  always  followed  that  occupation,  dying  event- 
ually- in  Johnson,  where  he  owned  a  good  farm. 
The  father  of  our  subject  was  bred  to  the  life  of  a 
farmer,  and  never  engaged  in  any  other  calling.  He 
bought  a  farm  in  his  native  town,  and  although  he 
was  a  hard-working,  frugal  man,  the  hard  times  of 
1837  found  him  unable  to  complete  his  payment  on 
his  homestead  and  he  had  to  forfeit  it.  He  carried 
on    farming  in   different  places  in    the    State  till 


1855,  when  he  came  to' Kansas  with  our  subject, 
and  his  death  occurred  at  Ft.  Riley  in  the  month 
of  November,  the  same  year.  The  maiden  name  of 
his  wife.  mother]|of  our  subject,  was  Nancy  H.  Sweet, 
and  she  was  born  in  Providence,  R.  I.  Her  father, 
Benager  Sweet,  was  born  in  Scotland  or  was  born 
in  this  couutryof.  Scotch  parentage.  She  came  to 
Kansas  on  a  visit,  and  on  her  return  to  the  East 
made  her  home  with  her  daughter  in  Worcester, 
Mass.,  till  her  death.  Of  the  eleven  children  born 
of  her  marriage  only  four  grew  to  maturity, 
namely:  Mary,  who  married  David  Sherman; 
Ellen  M.;  George  F.  and  Sarah. 

Our  subject  was  the  only  son  reared  and  is  the 
only  member  of  the  family  now  living.  He  at- 
tained to  manhood  in  his  native  State  and  was  there 
given  the  excellent  advantages  for  an  education 
afforded  by  its  public  schools.  At  the  age  of 
twenty  he  commenced  to  learn  the  carpenter's 
trade,  and  pursued  it  in  Riiode  Island  and  M.assa- 
chusetts  till  1855.  In  that  j^ear  he  became  a  pio- 
neer of  the  Territory  of  Kansas,  shrewdl}-  foresee- 
ing that  in  a  new  country  that  was  just  being  set- 
tled, men  of  his  calling  would  be  in  special  demand. 
He  was  accompanied  by  his  father,  and  they 
traveled  by  rail  to  St.  Louis,  whence  they  embarked 
on  a  steamer  for  Kansas  City,  and  going  thence 
with  a  team  to  Topeka,  they  proceeded  from  there 
on  a  boat  to  Manhattan,  landing  here  in  the  month 
of  June.  They  found  but  two  houses,  and  those 
l)uiltof  logs,  on  the  present  site  of  the  city,  with 
no  indications  of  its  present  size  and  importance  as 
the  metropolis  of  a  rich  agricultural  region,  and,  in 
fact,  there  were  but  very  few  settlers  any  where  in 
the  county.  They  each  took  a  claim  in  the  interest 
of  the  Boston  Town  Site  Company,  to  land  now  in- 
cluded in  the  corporate  limits  of  the  city.  The}-  did 
not  build  houses  but  lived  in  a  tent  that  summer, 
and  in  the  fall  relinquished  their  claims  and  went 
to  Ft.  Riley,  where  the  father  died,  as  before  related. 
Our  subject,  being  an  expert  mechanic  readily 
found  work  at  carpentering  in  the  emploj-ment  of 
the  government  at  that  point,  and  he  remained 
there  till  February,  1856,  when  he  had  completed 
the  work  for  which  he  w.as  hired.  Returning  to 
Manhattan,  he  was  engaged  as  a  carpenter  here  for 
a    while.      This   being   a    frontier   settlement  the 
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country  roundahout  was  very  wild,  with  deer  and 
antelope  in  plenty,  and  a  few  miles  west  buffaloes 
were  to  be  seen  in  large  herds.  There  were  no 
railwaj's  in  Kansas  for  some  years,  and  Leaven- 
worth, Atchinson  and  Kansas  City  were  the  nearest 
markets  and  depots  for  supplies.  In  1856  Mr. 
Brown  revisited  his  old  home  in  the  East,  remain- 
ing there  one  year,  and  then  resuming  his  trade  in 
Manhattan,  being  actively  engaged  at  it  there  till 
1859.  In  the  meantime,  he  had  made  a  claim  to  a 
tract  of  government  land  two  miles  north  of  the 
present  agricultural  college,  and  in  that  year  he 
built  a  house  on  the  place  and  moved  into  it,  he 
having  entered  into  matrimonial  relations  with  one 
of  his  neighbor's  fair  daughters.  He  continued  to 
work  at  his  trade,  and  in  his  leisure  time  was  em- 
pkned  in  improving  his  land.  In  1866  he  sold  his 
homestead,  and  returning  to  Manhattan,  entered 
the  furniture  business,  carrying  it  on  till  1870, 
wlien  he  sold  that  and  bought  an  interest  in  a  mer- 
cantile business,  which  he  conducted  witli  a  partner 
the  first  year,  and  then  continued  alone  till  he  sold 
out  in  1874.  His  next  move  was  to  buy  land 
joining  the  city  on  the  south,  living  thereon  for 
awhile  in  a  house  that  he  erected  at  the  time  of 
purchase.  In  1876  he  bought  an  interest  in  the 
furniture  business  with  John  Elliot,  and  was  in 
partnership  with  him  two  years,  and  then  disposing 
of  his  share  of  the  concern,  he  went  into  the  lum- 
ber business,  but  after  carrying  it  on  a  year  with 
good  success,  he  sold  it  and  again  took  up  the  fur- 
niture business,  in  which  we  conducted  till  1882. 
Early  in  that  year  be  once  more  disposed  of  his 
business,  and  in  March  went  to  New  Mexico, 
where  he  became  interested  in  a  new  enterprise, 
that  of  keeping  a  hotel  and  grocery  in  Socoro.  A 
year  later  he  found  a  purchaser  for  his  property 
and  returned  to  ^Manhattan  with  the  money,  and  in 
1886  embarked  in  the  shoe  business.  In  July, 
1889,  he  sold  that  to  advantage  and  purchased  the 
business  he  has  recently  disposed  of. 

Mr.  Brown  and  Mrs.  Sally  (Pipher)  Piatt,  daugh- 
ter of  Judge  John  Pipher,  were  united  in  marriage 
in  the  month  of  March,  1859.  They  have  three 
children  living:  Mark  L.;  Ada.  wife  of  W.  G. 
Franklin,  of  Kansas  City  ;  Archie.  Mrs.  Brown 
had  one  child  by  her  first  marriage,  John  W.  Piatt, 


a  resident  of  Manhattan.  Mrs.  Brown  is  a  lady  of 
fine  character,  and  in  her  are  found  those  traits 
that  mark  the  true  home-maker,  and  that  of  her 
and  her  husband  is  replete  with  comfort.  She  is  a 
Christian  in  the  truest  sense  of  the  word,  and  a 
worthy  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  She  was  severely  injured  in  the  tornado 
of  June,  1859,  and  has  never  fully  recovered  from 
the  effects  of  it. 

Mr.  Brown  is  a  man  of  enterprise  and  good  finan- 
cial ability,  and  managing  his  affairs,  as  he  does, 
with  sound  judgment  and  wise  discretion,  he  has 
made  his  various  ventures  paying  ones,  and  is  in 
comfortable  circumstances.  He  is  a  thoroughly 
good  citizen,  and  is  obliging  and  kindly  in  his  rela- 
tions with  others.  He  joined  the  I.  O.  0.  F.  at 
an  early  day,  and  has  been  identified  with  the  order 
ever  since.  In  his  politics,  he  is  a  Republican  and 
bas  been  since  the  formation  of  the  party,  always 
supporting  party  candidates  and  measures. 


^jf^RICE  DALRYMPLE.  This  gentleman  is 
Jl^  one  of  the  largest  farmers  and  stock  men 
(^M)j)j  in  Little  Blue  Township.  He  is  the  fortu- 
'^s=^  nate  owner  of  480  acres  of  valuable  land 
in  Washington  Countj-,  of  which  he  has  been  a 
resident  since  1859.  His  home  farm  consists  of 
160  acres  on  section  23,  and  is  well  improved  and 
furnished  with  adequate  and  substantial  buildings, 
including  a  tasty  frame  residence. 

James  Dalrymple,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  New  Jerse3^  and  moved  to  Morrow  Count}', 
Ohio,  when  a  boy.  There  he  lived  until  1849, 
when  he  changed  his  residence  to  Kosciusko  County, 
Ind.  Ten  years  later  he  removed  to  this  county 
where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  was 
engaged  in  farming  all  his  life,  and  at  the  time  of 
his  death  was  in  good  circumstances.  He  was  an 
active  member  of  the  United  Brethren  Church. 
He  took  no  special  interest  in  politics  liut    voted 

I  with  the  Republican  party.  He  traced  his  ancestry 
to  the  sturdy  Scotch.  He  was  married  iu  Morrow 
County,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Eliza  Hazen,  a  native  of  that 
county.    She    still    survives   at  about   the  age    of 

I   seventy  years.     She  bore    her  husband  eight   chil- 
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dren,  namel}':  Nancy,  Andrew,  Elizabeth,  Brice, 
Ward,  Clara,  William  and  Naomi.  All  are  still 
living  except  the  oldest  son,  Andrew. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Morrow 
County,  Ohio,  Oct.  24,  1843,  and  was  therefore 
a  lad  of  but  six  years  when  his  parents  removed 
to  Indiana.  There  he  passed  his  boyhood,  coming 
to  Kansas  with  his  parents  at  the  age  of  sixteen. 
He  has  followed  an  agricultural  life  from  his  early 
years  and  has  been  the  architect  of  his  own  forcunes. 
In  1868  he  homcsteaded  160  acres  where  he  has 
since  resided.  He  subsequently  bought  120  acres 
on  section  22,  and  still  later  purchased  200  acres  on 
section  26. 

May  13,  1864,  Mr.  Dalrymple  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Octavia  Trefethen  of  this 
county.  This  worthy  lad}'  was  born  in  New 
Hampshire  in  1847,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Sebastian 
Trefethen,  a  native  also  of  the  Granite  State.  Her 
union  with  our  subject  resulted  in  the  birth  of  eight 
children  :  Alonzo  J.,  .Levi,  Mary,  Laura,  James, 
Anna  B.,  Henr^-  and  Olive. 

Mr.  Dalrymple  casts  his  vote  with  the  Republi- 
can part}'  whose  principles  he  endorses.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  order,  belonging  to 
Trinity  Lodge  No.  276  at  Barnes.  A  prosjjerous 
business  man,  a  good  citizen,  and  a  man  of  excel- 
lent private  character,  Mr.  Dalrymple  is  a  leading 
man  of  his  township,  especially  among  men  of  his 
own  class,  who  best  know  his  sterling  worth. 


AVID  WRIGHT,  a  leading  citizen  of 
Barnes  Township,  is  a  man  possessing 
strong  traits  of  character,  and  by  his  own 
industry  and  energy  has  accumulated  a 
good  propert}'.  Like  many  of  the  men  about  him, 
he  is  of  Eastern  birth,  the  scion  of  a  substantial  old 
family,  and  was  born  in  Delaware  County,  N.  Y., 
Oct.  24,  1836.  His  father,  Tobias  Wright,  was 
likewise  a  native  of  that  county,  and  born  in  1790. 
He  remained  a  resident  of  New  York  State  until 
1838,  then  emigrated  with  his  family  to  Huron 
County,  Ohio,  where  he  sojourned  for  a  period  of 
six  years.  In  1844  he  changed  his  residence  to 
Williams  County,  Ohio,  where  he  spent  the  remain- 


der of  his  life,  dying  in  St.  Joe  Township,  in  1862. 
He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  although 
never  attaining  to  a  position  of  wealth  or  influ- 
ence, made  a  comfortable  living  for  his  family,  and 
was  recognized  as  an  honest  man  and  a  good 
citizen. 

Mrs.  Susan  (Cook)  Wright,  the  mother  of  our 
subject,  was  likewise  a  native  of  the  Empire  Stale, 
and  born  about  1800.  She  accompanied  her  fam- 
ily to  Ohio,  and  died  in  Williams  County,  Jan.  22, 
1888,  when  quite  advanced  in  years.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Charles  Cook,  who  spent  his  last  years 
in  New  York  State.  To  Tobias  and  Susan  AVright 
there  were  born  six  children,  the  eldest  of  wiiom, 
Alexander,  died  when  about  three  and  a  half  years 
old  David,  our  subject,  was  the  second  child; 
Charles  and  William  are  farmers,  the  former  living 
in  Steuben  Count}',  Ind.,  and  the  latter  in  Williams 
County,  Ohio;  Tama  is  the  wife  of  Oliver  P. 
Learned,  a  native  of  DeKalb  County, Ind.;  Tobias, 
Jr.,  took  to  newspaper  life,  and  is  doing  editorial 
work  in  New  York  City. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  was  reared  at  the  old 
homestead  in  AVilliams  County,  Ohio,  and  received 
his  education  in  the  common  school.  He  worked 
with  his  father  on  the  farm  while  a  member  of  the 
parental  family,  and  afterward  followed  farming 
for -himself  until  1869.  That  year  he  left  tiie 
Buckeye  State,  and  coming  to  Kansas,  secured  the 
tract  of  land  on  sections  29  and  30,  Barnes  Town- 
ship, where  he  now  resides.  This  embraces  160 
acres,  which  he  has  brought  to  a  good  state  of  cul- 
tivation, and  upon  which  he  has  erected  substantial 
buildings.  He  started  in  life  without  means,  and 
worked  his  way  upward  to  his  present  position 
solely  by  his  own  efforts.  He  is  prominent  in  his 
community,  and  a  member  in  good  standing  of 
Unity  Lodge,  No.  276,  I.  O.  0.  F.,  at  Barnes. 

Jan.  6,  1861,  occurred  the  marriage  of  David 
Wright  with  Miss  Lydia  A.  Beverly,  of  De  Kalb 
County,  Ind.  Mrs.  Wright  was  born  in  that 
county  in  1840,  and  is  the  daughtei-  of  Philander  F. 
and  Esta  (Helmer)  Beverly,  both  natives  of  New 
York  State,  and  novv  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Wright  are  the  parents  of  six  children,  the  eldest 
of  whom,  a  son,  Arthur  B.,  married  Miss  Fanny 
Jackson,  of  Washington  County,  Kan,,  and  is  now 
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living  in  Bavnos  Township;  Dell  is  the  wife  of 
■\Villiam  Fagan,  a  farmer  of  Barnes  Township,  and 
thov  have  one  child,  a  son,  Walter;  Dillie  is  the 
wife  of  Herbert  Williams,  a  druggist  of  Linn,  this 
State,  and  they  have  one  child,  Lulla  D.;  Curtis 
and  Charles  are  unmarried,  and  remain  at  home  witli 
their  parents;  Sharlott  died  when  twelve  years  old. 
Charles  and  Sharlott  were  twins,  and  were  born 
March  22,  1866.  Dell  and  Dillie  are  also  twins, 
and  were  born  Feb.  6,  1868.  The  Wright  family 
occupies  a  good  social  position  in  their  community, 
and  are  numbered  among  its  best  people.  A  fine 
engraving  of  their  residence  will  be  found  on  an- 
other pag'3  of  the  Alijim. 


^t^'RANK  SEIFERT.  Scarcely  too  much  can 
jMg'  be  said  regarding  the  native  ability  and 
/li  ""  enterprise  of  the  subject  of  this  notice. 
His  chief  ambition  has  evidentl}^  been  to  build  up 
one  of  the  finest  homesteads  in  Northern  Kansas, 
and  it  must  be  confessed  that  he  has  very  nearly 
attained  to  the  height  of  his  desires  in  this  respect. 
He  has  evidently  made  of  farming  an  art  and  a 
science.  His  land,  160  acres  in  extent,  has  been 
brought  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  is  enclosed 
and  divided  with  neat  and  substantial  fencing,  and 
embellished  with  modern  buildings,and  all  the  other 
appurtenances  of  the  ideal  country  estate.  He  has 
set  out  great  quantities  of  fruit  and  forest  trees, 
and  among  the  groves  are  various  fish  ponds  which 
serve  to  increase  the  attractions  of  the  place.  He 
makes  a  specialty  of  live  stock,  and  cultivates  his 
land  with  the  most  approved  farm  machinery,  while 
a  large  windmill  assists  in  conve3-ing  water 
through  pipes  wherever  required.  Mr.  Seifert 
makes  a  specialty  of  Short-horn  cattle  and  Poland- 
China  and  Chester-White  swine,  and  Norman  and 
Clydesdale  horses.  His  lots  and  fields  are  laid  off 
for  the  accommodation  of  these,  while  numberless 
pens  and  sheds  shelter  them  from  the  heat  of  sum- 
mer and  the  blasts  of  winter.  It  would  seem  as 
though  nothing  had  been  left  undone  in  and  around 
the  premises  for  the  comfort  of  both  man  and  beast. 
As  a  business  man  Mr.  Seifert  has  distinguished 


himself  in  fully  as  admirable  a  manner  as  he  has  in 
agriculture.  Politically,  he  is  a  stanch  Democrat, 
and  has  occupied  some  of  the  minor  offices  in  his 
township.  He  has  likewise  been  a  successful  insur- 
ance agent  of  long  standing. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  of  German  descent, 
but  was  born  in  Dearborn  County,  Ind.,  Aug.  17, 
1841.  When  he  was  five  years  old  his  parents 
removed  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  where  he  lived  until 
a  lad  of  thirteen.  The  family  then  returned  to 
Indiana,  where  the  father  purchased  a  farm,  and 
where  Frank  lived  with  them  three  years  longer. 
He  then  returned  to  Cincinnati,  and  served  a  two 
years'  apprenticeship  as  a  stone  cutter,  but  upon 
returning  to  the  homestead  changed  his  occupation, 
and  entered  the  employ  of  the  Indianapolis  <fe  Cin- 
cinnati Railroad  Company  as  clerk,  remaining  with 
tliem  two  years. 

At  the  expiration  of  this  time  young  Seifert  took 
charge  of  his  father's  farm,  which  he  operated  one 
year,  then  purchased  a  saloon  in  Sunmansville. 
Ripley  Co.,  Ind.,  which  he  conducted  until  after 
John  Morgan's  raid  through  the  country.  We 
next  find  him  in  Bucna  Vista,  Ohio,  where  he 
clerked  in  a  store  one  j'ear,  and  then,  in  partnership 
with  his  father,  engaged  as  an  hotel  keeper  and  in 
the  butchering  business.  In  1866,  leaving  the 
Buckeye  State,  he  removed  to  Carroll  County,  III., 
where  he  sojourned  until  1869. 

Crossing  the  Father  of  Waters  Mr.  Seifert  now 
established  himself  in  Corning,  Mo.,  where  he  spent 
the  following  winter  in  cutting  cord  wood.  In 
March,  1870,  he  started  on  foot  for  the  promised 
land — Kansas — arriving  in  Brantford  Township, 
Washington  County,  in  April.  After  skirmishing 
around  considerably  he  filed  his  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land  on  section  11,  and  then  returned  to  Missouri 
for  his  family.  He  had  a  wife  and  two  children, 
and  in  company  with  two  or  three  other  men  started 
out  with  two  yoke  of  cattle  and  a  wagon,  the  latter 
being  so  heavil}'  loaded  that  only  the  two  children 
could  ride. 

Mr.  Seifert  and  his  wife,  therefore,  walked  all 
the  way  from  Missouri  to  Northern  Kansas,  arriv- 
ing at  their  destination  in  the  latter  part  of  May. 
1870.  They  lived  partly  in  the  wagon  for  three 
months,  and  the  balance  of  the  time  on  the  ground, 
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while  Mr.  Seifert  was  breaking  ton  acres  of  his  lan(L 
He  then  built  a  sod  house,  which  they  occupied 
until  the  following  year.  At  this  time  his  old  trade 
came  into  play,  and  he  commenced  the  foundation 
of  a  stone  house,  building  one  story  and  covering 
it  with  sod.  Tiie  family  occupied  those  limited 
quarters  until  1882,  then  Mr.  Seifert  added  another 
story  to  his  dwelling  and  covered    it  with  shingles. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  Mr.  Seifert  has  been 
making  headway  continuously  since  settling  upon 
his  land,  and  in  1884  he  made  another  addition  to 
this  house,  so  that  he  now  has  a  very  respectable 
and  comfortable  residence.  His  granary  and  some 
of  the  other  structures  are  likewise  built  of  stone, 
and  have  that  solid  and  homelike  appearance  which 
is  pleasant  to  look  upon.  At  the  time  of  his  com- 
ing here  the  country  bore  a  wild  and  desolate 
appearance,  and  was  inliabited  mostly  b}'  wild  ani- 
mals. Mr.  Seifert  and  his  family  suffered  great  in- 
convenience the  lirst  year,  having  very  little  money, 
and  sometimes  subsisted  upon  prairie-root  soup. 
He,  however,  had  "come  to  stay,"  and  he  resolved 
that  no  common  circumstance  should  cause  him  to 
leave.  His  industry  and  perseverance  have  been 
admirably  rewarded.  He  is  not  only  well-to-do. 
financially,  but  his  career  has  been  such  as  to  secure 
him  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  his  fellow-citizens. 
Like  Longfellow's  Village  Blacksmith  "he  can  look 
the  whole  world  in  the  face  for  he  owes  not  any 
man." 

The  first  wife  of  our  subject,  to  whom  he  was 
married  in  Indiana,  May  7,  1863,  was,  in  her  girl- 
hood. Miss  Mary,  daugliter  of  Peter  Huschart,  a 
native  of  Bavaria,  Germany,  who,  upon  emigrating 
to  America,  settled  upon  a  farm  in  Dearborn 
County,  Ind.,  and  is  now  deceased.  Of  this  happy 
and  congenial  union  there  were  born  eleven  chil- 
dren, five  of  whom  died  young.  The  survivors 
are:  Mary  A.,  Catherine,  Frank  E.,  Matilda,  An- 
drew N.  and  Emma.  Mrs.  Mary  Seifert  departed 
this  life  at  the  homestead  in  Brantford  Township, 
Oct.  6,  1881.  She  was  a  very  excellent  woman, 
and  in  all  respects  the  true  and  faithful  helpmate  of 
her  husband.  Upon  coming  to  Kansas  she  assisted 
liini  in  every  way  in  her  power  in  improving  the 
homestead,  planting  with  her  own  hands  many  of 
the  walnut  trees  which  now  form  one  of  the  finest  | 


groves  to  be  seen  in  this  part  of  the  country.  She 
was  entirely  devoted  to  her  home  and  her  family, 
and  her  name  is  held  in  tender  remembrance  by  her 
husband  and  children. 

On  the  14th  of  February,  1883,  Mr.  Seifert  con- 
tracted a  second  marriage  witli  Miss  Kate  I'rban. 
This  lady  is  a  daughter  of  Joseph  Urban,  a  native 
of  Austria,  and  now  a  resident  of  Cloud  County, 
tliis  State.  She  was  born  July  7,  1855,  and  by  her 
union  with  our  subject  has  become  the  mother  of 
one  ciiild,  Reselfa.  Mr.  Seifert  is  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternitj',  holding  membership  with  Clif- 
ton Lodge  No.  152,  and  is  now  Senior  "Warden. 


JOHN  M.  HOFFMANN,  one  of  the  most 
successful  German  farmers  of  Grant  Town- 
ship, is  also  one  of  its  leading  land  owners 
and  pays  into  the  County  Treasury  annually 
a  snug  sum  on  account  of  valuable,  taxable  prop- 
erty. He  was  born  in  the  Canton  of  Glarus, 
Switzerland.  Oct.  1,  1829  and  in  1852,  at  the  age 
of  twenty -three  years,  emigratecl  to  America,  being 
equipped  with  a  fair  education.  L^pon  reaching 
the  United  States  he  settled  in  Philadelphia  and  for 
nine  years  thereafter  occupied  himself  in  the  calico 
and  oil  cloth  business.  LTpon  the  outbreak  of  the 
Civil  War  the  house  with  which  he  was  connected 
took  large  contracts  to  furnish  knapsacks  and 
haversacks  to  the  arm}'',  and  young  Hoffmann  assist- 
ed in  the  manufacture  of  these  articles. 

In  the  meantime  he  was  married  in  Philadelphia 
to  Miss  Luzia,  daughter  of  Michael  Gallitine,  a  na- 
tive of  his  own  canton  in  Switzerland.  The  young 
people  left  the  city  of  Brotherly  Love  for  Oshkosh, 
Wis.,  where  Mr.  Hoffmann  was  employed  in  a  saw- 
mill and  lumber  yard  until  1865.  He  left  Wiscon- 
sin in  the  fall  of  1871  and  coming  to  Kansas  home- 
steaded  a  part  of  the  land  in  Grant  Township, 
where  he  now  lives.  The  following  spring  he  rent- 
ed a  tract  of  land  three  miles  south  of  Washington 
in  order  to  raise  a  crop,  while  at  the  same  time  he 
made  what  improvements  he  could  upon  his  own 
propert}',  breaking  some  of  the  land  and  making 
fences. 
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Tliat  first  winter  the  Hoffmann  family  lived  in  a 
little  shed  which  was  poor  protection  against  the 
blasts  of  winter  and  the  season  being  ver_y  severe, 
they  suffered  greatly.  In  the  fall  of  1872  Mr. 
Hoffmann  completed  his  first  house,  and  the  month 
of  December  found  him  domiciled  in  it.  Having 
been  built  on  the  side  of  a  hill,  it  was  quite  com- 
fortable. The3'  occupied  this  dwelling  several 
years  and  then  abandoned  it  for  the  present  commo- 
dious and  comfortable  structure  which  is  more  in 
keeping  with  their  position,  socially  and  financially, 
and  which  is  represented  elsewhere  by  a  fine  view. 
During  the.se  years  Mr.  Hoffmann  erected  other 
necessary  structures — a  barn,  corn  ciibs  and  sheds 
for  his  cattle,  as  he  makes  a  specialty  of  stock  rais- 
ing. He  also  planted  an  orchard  of  400  apple 
trees  of  choice  varieties  which  are  just  beginning 
to  bear.  The  first  orchard  which  he  set  out  was 
destroyed  by  the  grasshoppers  and  the  very  severe 
winter  which  followed. 

As  Mr.  Hoffmanii's  capital  increased  he  invested 
it  in  additional  land,  his  whole  estate  now  compris- 
ing 400  acres,  200  acres  of  which  are  under  the 
plow  and  the  balance  is  utilized  for  pasture  and 
hay.  In  addition  to  his  apple  orchard  he  has  200 
jieach  trees  which  during  the  season  of  1889,  yield- 
ed bountifully.  Of  the  nine  children  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hoffmann,  five  are  deceased.  Jacob 
died  of  t3-phoid  fever  in  1883,  when  a  prom- 
ising youth  of  seventeen  ^-ears.  He  was  the  second 
one  taken  from  the  household  circle  b}'  this  dread 
disease,  a  daughter  Barbara  Eva  having  died  De- 
cember 30,  1882.  One  daughter,  Lucy  Martha 
was  born  in  Kansas  and  died  in  1876,  when  four 
years  old.  The  survivors  are  John  M.  who  owns 
a  farm  adjoining  that  of  his  father  and  has  also  a 
homestead  in  Rooks  County ;  Rudolph  has  a  farm 
of  eighty  acres  near  to  the  homestead;  Henry  re- 
mains with  his  father.  He  and  his  brother  John, 
made  quite  a  tour  through  the  Northwestern 
country  in  1888,  visiting  California,  Oregon  and 
Washington  Territory.  Thej'  came  home  satisfied 
Ihat  their  father  was  located  in  about  the  best  sec- 
tion of  country  which  could  be  found.  Arnold 
likewise  remains  at  the  homestead. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  John  M.  and 
Barbara  Hoffmann,  the  former  of  whom  emigrated 


to  America  when  our  subject  was  a  small  boy, 
leaving  his  wife  and  two  sons   in  the  old  country. 

One  of  the  sons  died  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  about 
ten  years  after  John  M.,  Jr.,  came  over.  One  year 
afterwards  the  mother  came  over  and  joined  her 
son,  tlie  father  having  died  in  1«41.  She  lookup 
a  homestead  in  Kansas,  liut  onl^'  lived  on  it  aliout 
three  weeks,  and  afterwards  with  her  son  a  short 
time  when  she  died. 

Mr.  Hoffmann  upon  l)euoming  a  voting  citizen 
identified  himself  with  the  Republican  party  and 
has  been  quite  prominent  in  local  affairs,  serving  as 
a  member  of  both  the  Town  and  .School  boards  in 
Washington  County. 

'T^' AYETTE  R.  DIKEMAX.  The  list  of  repre- 
UWgj;  sentative  citizens  in  Barnes  Township,  would 
jk^  by  no  means  be  complete  without  the  name 
of  this  gentleman  who  owns  and  operates  a  choice 
body  of  land  120  acres  in  extent,  and  eligibly  lo- 
cated on  section  15.  He  came  to  Kansas  in  1878, 
purchasing  his  present  farm  soon  afterward,  and 
besides  bringing  the  land  to  a  high  state  of  culti- 
vation, has  effected  good  improvements,  his  build- 
ings being  in  fact  among  the  best  in  the  townshii). 
He  takes  a  worthy  pride  in  his  home  surroundings, 
doing  ever\'thing  in  his  power  to  make  them  pleas- 
ant and  attractive.  His  fields  indicate  careful  cul- 
tivation, and  everything  about  the  premises  is  kept 
up  in  good  shape.  While  meddling  very  little 
with  public  affairs,  he  keeps  himself  well-posted 
upon  all  matters  of  general  interest,  and  uniformly 
votes  the  Republican  ticket.  He  is  a  member  in 
good  standing  of  the  1.  O.  O.  F.,  in  which  he  has 
taken  both  the  Subordinate  and  Encampment  de- 
grees, belonging  to  Lodge  No.  276,  at  Barnes.  He 
is  also  a  member  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Mr.  Dikeman's  family  was  represented  in  New 
England  at  an  early  day,  and  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  born  in  Rutland,  Vt.,  June  10,  1855. 
j  His  father,  Frederick  A.  Dikeman,  was  born  in  Ben- 
t  son,  that  State,  Feb.  4,  1822,  and  was  there  reared 
to  man's  estate  and  married.  Later  he  removed 
to  New  Jersey,  and  then,  on  account  of  failing 
health,  repaired  to  Saratoga  Springs,  N.  Y.,   where 
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his  death  took  phiee  July  12,  1867.  He  v/iis  a 
well-educated  man,  and  in  addition  to  farming,  oc- 
cupied himself  considerably  as  a  teacher.  He  ac- 
cumulated a  comfortable  property,  and  from  early 
manhood  until  his  decease,  was  an  active  member 
of  the  Baptist  Church.  Tiie  paternal  grandfather 
of  our  subject,  was  Azor  Dikeman,  a  native  of  Ver- 
mont, and  of  English  and  German  extraction. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  in  her  girlhood 
Miss  Martha  L.  Whitney.  She  was  born  in  the  lit- 
tle town  of  Schroon,  N.  Y.,  .Ian.  16,  1823,  and  was 
the  daughter  of  Aaron  Wiiitney,  a  native  of  Rhode 
Island.  The  parental  family  included  five  chil- 
dren, viz:  Carrie  L.,  Fayette  R.,  Mary  W.,  Ella  F., 
and  Cornelia  E.  Fayette  R.,  the  second  child,  was 
a  lad  of  eight  years  when  his  parents  removed  to 
Vineland,  N.  J.,  where  they  lived  only  two  years, 
then  went  to  Greenfield,  N.  Y.  He  completed  his 
studies  a.  Mechanicsville  and  Albany,  and  after- 
ward followed  the  profession  of  a  teacher  in  the 
Empire  State  until  coming  to  Kansas. 

On  the  5th  of  September,  1877,  Mr.  Dikeman 
took  unto  himself  a  wife  and  helpmate.  Miss  Ida  A. 
Butler,  who  was  born  in  Saratoga  Count}-,  N.  Y., 
Sept.  26,  1857.  Mrs.  Dikeman  is  the  daughter  of 
Calvin"and  Marie  (Allen)  Butler,  who  were  natives 
of  Jsew  York,  and  are  now  living  in  Waterville, 
JMarshall  Co.,  Kan.  Of  her  union  with  our  subject, 
there  have  been  born  five  children,  viz:  Mabel  L., 
Lulu  E..  Fred  died  when  a  babe  two  weeks  old; 
Maude  A.,  and  Lee  H. 

-> #-# ^ 


.^p^HOM  AS  ROBERTSON.  The  Kansas  pioneer 
//^^.  of  1873.  found  little  to  encourage  him  in  the 
v\^^  attempt  of  building  u|)  a  homestead  from 
the  uncultivated  soil.  Especially  in  the  northern 
townships  was  the  outlook  anything  but  cheerful. 
Over  the  wild  stretch  of  country,  deer,  antelope  and 
other  animals  were  to  be  seen  in  abundance,  to- 
gether with  wild  turkeys,  prairie  chickens,  etc.  It 
needed  no  small  amount  of  courage  to  make  a  set- 
tlement under  these  circumstances,  but  among  the 
men  who  hadresolved  to  subdue  a  portion  of  the 
soil  of  Northern  Kansas  was  Mr.  Robertson,  who,  in 
the   spring   of    1873,    coming    into   Clay    County 


homesteaded  160  acres  of  land  on  sections  25  and 
26,  Bloom  Township.  His  next  business  was  to 
put  up  a  dwelling,  which  consisted  of  a  one-room 
house,  12x14  feet  in  dimensions  and  his  next  was 
to  prepare  a  portion  of  the  ground  for  cultivation. 
His  neighbors  were  few  and  far  between  and  lived 
chiefly  in  dugouts.  The  pleasant  flourishing  city 
of  Clay  Center,  twelve  miles  distant,  consisted  then 
of  one  mill  and  a  general  store,  and  to  this  place  at 
the  close  of  the  season  he  conveyed  his  marketable 
produce,  making  the  journey  in  a  laborious  manner 
with  a  team.  His  sole  companion  was  his  brother 
Robert,  and  the  two  being  unmarried  lived  many 
years  together.  Robert  later  settled  on  a  farm  ad- 
joining and  died  Jan.  5,  1889. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  on  the  othe;' 
side  of  the  Atlantic,  in  Burwickshire,  Scotland, 
Sept.  10,  1847.  His  father  was  a  farmer  and 
Thomas  spent  his  early  years  under  the  home  roof, 
receiving  a  district-school  education.  John  Robert- 
son and  his  wife,  who  in  her  girlhood  was  May 
Nesbitt,  were  likewise  natives  of  Scotland  and 
members  of  the  Presb3'terian  Church,  in  the  faith 
of  which  they  reared  their  family  of  nine  children 
of  whom  Thomas  was  the  seventh.  In  that  faith 
the  mother  died  after  having  spent  her  entire  life 
on  her  native  soil.  John  Robertson,  who  died  in  Illi- 
nois, for  many  j'ears  officiated  as  an  Elder  in  his 
church  and  was  an  honest,  straightforward  man 
who  enjoyed  the  repect  of  his  community. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  lived  in  his  native 
shire  until  the  spring  of  1864,  then  set  sail  from 
the  city  of  Glasgow  on  the  combined  sailing  and 
steamship  •'  Caledonia,"  which  landed  him  in  New 
York  City  fourteen  dajs  later.  Thence  he  repaired 
lo  Washington  County,  111.,  where  he  farmed  on 
rented  land  four  j-ears.  From  these  he  went 
across  the  Mississippi  into  Pettis  County,  Mo., 
where  he  was  employed  as  a  farm  laborer  another 
four  years  and  we  next  find  him  in  Northern  Kan- 
sas looking  around  for  a  homestead  claim  and  soon 
settling  where  he  has  since  remained. 

Mr.  Robertson  landed  in  Illinois  with  a  capital 
of  $5  in  his  pocket.  He  has  now  besides  the  farm 
already  mentioned,  eighty  acres  in  the  same  town- 
ship, well  improved,  and  two  and  one-half  acres  of 
valuable  land  in  Clay  Center,  which  is  rented  to  a 
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gardener.  He  carries  on  farming  in  a  general  way 
and  has  been  uniformly  successful.  He  is  still  un- 
married and  after  becoming  tired  of  keeping  bach- 
elor's ball,  took  np  his  abode  in  Morganville, 
making  his  home  with  his  brother  Daniel,  who  has 
been  a  resident  there  a  number  of  years. 

Mr.  Robertson  was  accompanied  to  America  by 
four  brothers  and  his  father.  One  of  the  brothers, 
.lolin,  is  a  resident  of  Missouri,  and  the  others  live 
in  Kansas.  One  sister  remains  in  her  native  .Scot- 
land. 

^  <Ko  ^ 

— •   o<2>o  ' — 

ILLIAM  H.  EDELBLUTE.  This  name 
epresents  that  of  one  of  the  leading  men 
Wild  Cat  Township.  He  possesses  no 
ordinary  ability  as  a  farmer  and  a  citizen  and  has 
built  up  one  of  the  most  desirable  estates  in  Riley 
County.  He  comes  of  a  good  family,  being  the 
son  of  David  Edelblute,  who  was  born  in  Hunting- 
don County,  Pa.,  in  1803.  The  latter  was  an  iron 
worker  and  a  charcoal  burner  until  1857  when  he 
left  Pennsylvania  and  emigrated  to  Kansas,  after- 
ward turning  his  attention  to  farming. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject 
was  Lydia  Conrad.  .She  likewise  was  a  native  of 
tiie  Keystone  State  where  she  was  reared  and  mar- 
ried. She  accompanied  her  family  to  Kansas  and 
died  at  the  homestead  in  1866.  The  father  sur- 
vived his  wife  thirteen  years,  his  death  taking  place 
in  1879.  He  had  been  prominent  in  his  com- 
munity and  the  Treasurer  of  his  school  district  for 
ten  years.  The  parental  family  consisted  of  ten 
children,  all  of  whom  are  living.  William  H.,  the 
eldest,  was  born  in  Huntingdon  County,  Pa.,  Sept. 
If),  1829  and  there  received  his  early  education. 
He  remained  under  the  parental  roof  until  twenty- 
two  years  old.  then  took  a  position  as  clerk  in  a 
general  store  in  his  native  township  and  was  thus 
occupied  one  j'ear.  He  preceded  the  family  across 
Die  Mississippi,  coming  in  1855  and  settling  near 
Lawrence  on  the  Wabaunsee  River.  Three  months 
later,  however,  he  made  a  visit  to  Iowa  and  then 
returned  to  his  native  State. 

The  following  year,  1856,  young  Edelblute  came 
back  to  Kansas  and  took  possession  of  a  '•  squat- 
ter's "  claim  when  there  were  few  settlers  in    Wild 


Cat  Township.  To-day  he  is  the  only  living  resi- 
dent on  Wild  Cat  Creek  who  settled  here  that  year. 
He  occupied  himself  with  his  land  until  entering 
the  Union  army,  in  August,  1862,  having  enlisted 
in  Corajjany  (4.  11th  Kansas  Infantry.  He  was 
promoted  to  Corporal  and  also  served  as  company 
clerk.  He  took  part  in  the  battles  of  Cane  Hill, 
Prairie  Grove,  Little  Blue,  Westport,  Mine  River 
and  Newtonia.  Later  the  regiment  was  emi)loyed 
in  hunting  bushwhackers.  At  the  battle  of  Little 
Blue,  Mr.  Edelblute  was  struck  on  the  knee  by  a 
spent  ball  and  on  that  same  daj'  received  a  slight 
wound  on  the  hand.  Further  than  this  he  escaped 
unharmed,  receiving  his  honorable  discharge  May 
23,  1865. 

Returning  now  to  his  old  haunts  in  Riley  Countj', 
Kan.,  Mr.  Edelblute  proceeded  with  the  improve- 
ment of  his  property  to  which  he  brought  a  bride 
in  the  spring  of  1869.  He  was  married  on  the 
4th  of  March,  that  year,  to  Miss  Artimissa  V., 
daughter  of  Joseph  P.  Ryan,  a  minister  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Ryan  si)ent  his 
last  days  in  Cl.ay  County,  dying  in  1879.  Mrs. 
Edelblute  was  born  Dec.  23,  1844,  in  CLark  County, 
Ind.,  and  was  the  second  child  in  a  familj'  of  seven, 
all  of  whom  are  living.  Of  her  union  with  our 
subject  there  have  been  born  five  children,  namely: 
William  H.,  Jr.,  John  A.,  George  C,  Merril  R.  and 
Mary  Belle.  Parents  and  children  are  all  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  which  Mis. 
Edelblute  is  Stewardess  and  assistant  Superinten- 
dent of  the  Sabbath-school,  also  teacher  of  the 
Bible  Class.  Both  she  and  her  husband  are  active 
workers  in  the  Master's  vineyard,  the  latter  serving 
as  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees in  the  church  and  aiding  its  progress  otherwise 
as  he  has  opportunity. 

Always  interested  in  political  matters  Mr.  Edel- 
blute votes  the  Republican  ticket.  He  is  Clerk  cf 
School  District,  No.  6,  a  position  which  he  has  oc- 
cupied many  years,  and  is  also  Road  Overseer.  He 
has  been  Township  Treasurer  a  number  of  3'ears,  a 
part  of  the  time  before  the  sub-division  of  Grant 
Township  and  since  the  orga  lization  of  Wild  Cat. 
The  temperance  work  receives  his  heartiest  sup- 
l)ort.  As  a  Union  soldier,  he  belongs  to  the  G.  A. 
I    R.,    l)eing    identilied    witli    Lew   Gove  Post,  No. 
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100  at  ManhatUin.  His  farm  embraces  408^ 
acres  of  land,  seventy  acres  of  which  are  under 
the  plow  and  the  balance  devoted  to  pasturage. 
It  accommodates  seventy  head  of  horses  and  cattle 
and  seventy  head  of  swine.  The  horses  are  of  fine 
Morgan  stock.  There  is  an  orchard  of  100  apple 
trees  in  good  bearing  condition,  together  with 
grapes  and  the  smaller  frnits. 

j^^  APT.  JOHN  H.  GARRETSON,who  earned 
(if  ^'^  "^^^'^  *^"  account  of  efficient  service  dur- 
^^^  ing  the  late  Civil  War,  is  one  of  the  most 
prominent  and  highly  respected  residents  of  Wash- 
ington County,  and  is  now  quietly  pursuing  the 
even  tenor  of  his  way  on  a  good  farm  o'f  122  acres, 
located  on  section  36,  Union  Township.  He  is  a 
gentleman  of  remarkably  modest  demeanor,  one 
who  has  quietly  and  thoughtfully  observed  mankind 
and  has  his  own  views  and  opinions  without  in- 
truding them  very  much  upon  other  people.  He 
is  a  man  of  high  moral  principle  and  enjoys  the 
confidence  and  esteem  of  those  around  him. 

A  native  of  Ripley  County.  Ind.,  Capt.  Garret- 
son  was  born  July  8,1841,  and  a  year  later  his 
parents  emigrated  by  team  to  Bedford  County,  Pa. 
They  lived  there  five  years,  then  removed  in  the 
same  manner  as  before,  to  Wisconsin  and  from 
there  to  Iowa,  crossing  the  Mississippi  at  Cassville 
and  locating  in  Clayton  County.  There  John  H. 
was  reared  upon  a  farm  and  received  a  limited  ed- 
ucation in  the  pioneer  schools.  These  were  con- 
ducted on  the  subscription  plan.  The  first  school 
was  opened  in  his  motlier's  house,  then  in  a  log 
structure,  put  up  in  the  most  primitive  style. 
Wild  game  was  then  plentiful  in  that  region  and 
the  country  was  very  thinly  settled,  presenting  a 
wide  contrast  to  its  appearance  to-day.  Young 
Garretson  remained  a  member  of  the  parental 
household  until  nineteen  years  of  age,  then  left 
home  to  enter  the  array,  enlisting  Sept.  24,  1861, 
under  the  first  call  for  three  years'  men,  in  Com- 
pany E,  9th  Iowa  Infantry,  at  Dubuque,  and  soon 
after wiird  was  sent  with  his  regiment  to  St.  Louis, 
whence  they  proceeded  to  .Springfield,  Mo.  On 
the  17th  of  February,  1862,  they  met  the  enemy  in 


battle  at  .Sugar  Creek,  and  on  the  7th  of  March  fol- 
lowing our  subject  participated  in  the  engagement  at 
Pea  Ridge,  after  which  they  went  over  the  Ozark 
Mountains  to  Helena,  Ark.,  skirmishing  along  the 
way.  Later  they  fouglit  at  Chickasaw  Bayou,  Ar- 
kansas Post,  Jackson,  Miss.,  and  participated  in  the 
siege  of  Vicksburg  from  May  18,  to  July  4,  1863. 

On  the  22d  of  May,  1863,  while  assailing  the 
works  at  Vicksburg,  Mr.  Garretson  was  wounded 
by  a  minie  ball.  He  was  taken  first  to  the  regi- 
mental hospital  and  afterward  transferred  to  the 
hospital  in  Tennessee.  The  ball  was  never  removed, 
but  he  recovered  sufficiently  in  about  six  weeks 
to  rejoin  his  regiment  and  participate  in  the  fight 
at  Jackson,  Miss.,  on  the  10th  of  July  following. 
Later  he  was  at  Brandon,  Miss.,  Cherokee,  Deer 
Creek,  Tuscumbia,  Ala.,  Lookout  Mountain,  Mis- 
sion Ridge,  Ringgold,  Resaca,  Dallas,  New  Hope, 
Big  Shanty,  Kenesaw  Mountain,  and  wound  up 
with  the  siege  of  Atlanta.  In  the  meantime  Mr. 
Garretson  -"arose  from  the  position  of  First  Sergeant 
to  First  Lieutenant,  and  later  took  command  of  his 
company  and  at  Beaufort,  S.  C,  received  a  Cap- 
tain's commission.  He  fought  in  many  of  the 
other  important  battles  of  the  war  and  at  its  close 
repaired  to  Washington  and  was  present  at  the 
Grand  Review.  Thence  he  went  to  Louisville,  Kj'., 
wiiere  he  was  mustered  out  and  received  his  honor- 
able discharge,  July  25,  1865,  at  Clinton.  Iowa. 

Capt.  Garretson  during  his  army  life  experi- 
enced many  hairbreadth  escapes  from  capture  and 
death,  but  fortunately  returned  unharmed,  with  the 
exception  of  having  contracted  dyspepsia  which 
still  clings  to  him.  He  located  in  Clayton,  Iowa 
and  engaged  in  farming,  operating  eightj-  acres  of 
land  which  he  had  purchased  near  Strawberry  Point, 
and  also  rented  his  mother's  farm  until  her  death. 
Afterward  he  purchased  the  homestead  of  eighty 
acres  and  lived  upon  it  until  1875.  Then,  remov- 
ing to  Clear  Lake,  Iowa,  he  invested  some  of  his 
capital  in  a  drug  store  which  he  conducted  one 
year.  He  sold  this  in  the  fall  of  1876  and  set  out 
for  KaTisas  overland  by  team,  crossing  the  Missouri 
at  Brownsville,  on  the  ice  and  located  in  Union 
Township,  Washington  County.  He  operated  on 
rented  land  for  the  first  three  years,  then,  in  1879, 
purchased    his  present  place   upon    which    he   has 
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made  all  tlie  improvements  which  are  now  upon  it. 
He  followed  the  plow  himself  over  a  large  portion 
of  the  soil,  set  out  forest  and  fruit  trees,  erected 
buildings  and  occupied  it  until  1880.  Then  rent- 
ing it  he  returned  to  Iowa  to  look  after  his  inter- 
ests there  and  operated  as  a  carpenter  until  selling 
his  farm  there.  Then  returning  to  Kansas,  he  re- 
sumed agriculture  on  his  land  in  Union  Township. 
Ill  1881  he  homesteaded  160  acres  in  Lincoln 
County,  proved  it  up  later  and  sold  it  in  1884. 
He  is  largely  interested  in  stock  raising,  keeping 
graded  Holstein  and  vShort-horn  cattle,  full-blooded 
Poland-China  swine  and  high-grade  horses.  He 
keeps  sixteen  head  of  first-class  draft  horses,  using 
three  teams  in  his  fai-m  work.  As  a  breeder  of  fine 
stock,  he  stands  second  to  no  man  in  this  part  of 
Washington  County. 

Capt.  Garretson  appropriately  celebrated  the  4th 
of  ,Tuly,1869,  by  his  marriage  with  Miss  Almeda  Halt 
in  Clayton  County,  Iowa.  Mrs.  Garretson  was  born 
in  Stephenson  County,  111.,  Sept.  G,  i851.  The 
Captain  and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of  one  child, 
De  Corsa,  who  was  born  April  28,  1870,  and  remains 
at  home  with  his  parents.  The  Republican  party 
finds  one  of  its  most  ardent  advocates  in  Capt. 
Garretson,  who  has  served  as  a  delegate  to  the 
County  Convention  and  has  officiated  as  School 
Director  and  Road  Supervisor.  He  is  Past  Com- 
mander of  Haddam  Post,  G.  A.  R.  and  is  identified 
with  the  Masonic  fraternitj-  in  'N'olga,  Iowa. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  is  the  son  of  Samuel 
Garretson,  a  native  of  Bedford  County,  Pa.,  and  a 
cabinetmaker  l\y  trade.  The  latter  upon  leaving  the 
Keystone  State  located  near  Indianapolis,  Ind., 
where  he  followed  his  trade  until  1842.  That  year 
ho  emigrated  to  Dane  Countj^,  Wis.,  locating  in 
Cookstown  where  he  operated  as  a  carpenter  and 
builder.  He  was  a  skilled  workman,  understand- 
ing his  business  in  all  its  details.  In  1847  he  once 
more  changed  his  residence,  this  time  to  Clayton 
County.  Iowa,  where  he  purchased  a  large  tract  of 
land  which  he  improved  and  upon  which  he  resided 
until  his  death,  in  1849.  He  became  a  prominent 
and  popular  citizen  and  was  a  member  of  the 
Friend's  Church. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject 
was  Hannah  Rouser.     She  was  born    in    Bedford, 


Pa.,  of  C^uaker  parentage,  being  the  daughter  of 
Baptiste  F.  W.  Rouser;  she  died  May  22.  1873,  in 
Clayton  County,  Iowa,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five 
years.  To  Samuel  and  Emma  Garretson  there 
was  born  a  family  of  nine  children,  viz:  Na- 
thaniel who  died  in  California;  Rachel  who  died  in 
Iowa;  William  who  died  in  the  army  during  the 
late  Civil  War;  Joseph  a  resident  of  Washington 
County,  this  State;  Hannah  R.,  deceased;  Eliza- 
beth, a  resident  of  Jefferson  County,  Neb.;  John 
IL,  our  subject;  Mary  E.,  Mrs.  Reed,  of  Hall 
County.  Neb.,  and  an  infant  who  died  unnamed. 
William,  in  1862,  enlisted  in  the  21st  Iowa  Infan- 
try and  died  of  fever  at  Milliken's  Bend,  Miss. 


OTTLIEB  BUSCH.  The  enterprising  Ger- 
man farmer  has  contributed  materially  to  the 
growth  and  development  of  Riley  County. 
Mr.  Busch  has  been  in  nowise  behind  his  country- 
men in  this  respect,  and  although  a  plain  man  of 
quiet  demeanor  there  is  a  latent  force  in  his  char- 
acter which  has  enabled  him  to  make  for  himself  a 
good  record  both  as  a  farmer  and  a  citizen.  He  is  in- 
telligent, prudent  and  industrious,  and  has  one  of 
the  pleasantest  homes  in  the  Moehlmann  Bottoms, 
also  one  of  the  largest  and  best-developed  farms  in 
this  section. 

A  native  of  the  Province  of  Westphalen,  Prus- 
sia, our  subject  was  born  April  15,  1851,  and  is  the 
son  of  Peter  and  Eliza  (Tenhaussen)  Busch,  the 
former  a  timber-worker  by  occupation.  When 
Gottlieb  was  a  lad  of  fourteen  years  the  family  emi- 
grated to  America,  landing  in  the  City  of  New  Or- 
leans, whence  they  came  directly  to  Northern  Kansas 
and  settled  on  the  place  where  Mr.  Busch  now  lives. 
They  first  secured  121  acres  of  land  to  which  Mr. 
Busch  has  added  thirty-three  acres,  making  a 
good  farm  154  acres  in  extent. 

To  the  parents  of  our  subject  there  were  born 
seven  children,  the  eldest  of  whom,  a  son,  Peter, 
wiio  married  Miss  Hannah  Wolburg,  is  the  father 
of  seven  children  and   a  resident   of    C^uincy.    111. 

William  is  married  and  follows  coal-mining  in  his 
native  Prussia.  Henry  is  iiiimnrriod  and  a  resident 
of  Rile}'   County   Kan.      August    was    killed    on    a 
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railroad  soon  after  the  family  came  to  Kansas,  be- 
ing only  twenty-one  years  old  and  unmarried. 
Ricka  is  the  wife  of  William  Easterhaus,  and  they 
live  near  Junction  City.  Emma  died  in  Prussia  when 
quite  young.  The  mother  departed  this  life  at  the 
homestead  in  November,  1 888.  The  father  is  still 
living  and  makes  his  home  with  his  son,  Gottlieb. 
In  P^ebruary,  1876,  Mr.  Busch  was  married  to 
Miss  Charlotte,  daugliter  of  Christian  and  Eliza- 
beth Flies,  who  is  likewise  a  native  of  Germany. 
There  have  been  born  to  them  five  children,  viz: 
Emma,  who  died  when  two  years  old;  Herman, 
Amelia,  Anna  and  Adelia.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Busch  are  members  in  good  standing  of  the  Luth- 
eran Church.  Mr.  Busch,  politically,  is  a  stanch 
Democrat,  quite  prominent  in  party  politics,  and 
for  the  past  seven  years  has  been  sent  as  a  delegate 
to  the  county  conventions.  Socially,  he  belongs  to 
Manhattan  Lodge,  No.  35,  K.  of  P.  He  has  offici- 
ated as  Road  Overseer  and  School  Treasurer  and  is 
now  a  school  Director. 


^   ^^   ^ 
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ber  of  the  firm  of  Stack  pole  &  Tobey  of 
Washington,  and  cashier  of  the  Greenloaf 
State  Bank  at  Greenleaf.  is  one  of  the  most  stirring 
business  men  of  Washington  County  and  has  given  a 
decided  impetus  to  its  most  important  interests.  His 
native  place  was  in  Thomaston,  Me.,  and  the  date 
of  his  birth  April  14.  1845.  He  is  the  offspring  of 
an  excellent  familj',  being  the  son  of  Capt.  AVilliam 
Tobey  who  was  born  in  Portland,  Me.,  in  1817, 
and  who  followed  the  sea  for  a  number  of  years, 
becoming  commander  of  some  of  the  best  vessels 
plying  the  main. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Capt. 
Lemuel  Tobey,  was  born  in  or  near  Portland,  Me., 
and  during  his  younger  years  followed  the  sea. 
He  married  Miss  Sarah  Sanborn,  a  native  of  Yar- 
mouth, and  was  lost  overboard  off  Cape  Hattcras, 
during  a  heavy  gale  of  wind,  while  yet  a  young 
man.  His  son,  William,  served  an  apprenticeship 
at  sail-making  and  when  twenty-one  j'cars  old  em- 
barked on  a  vessel  and  followed  the  sea  two  or 
three  y(  ars.     He  then    resumed   work  at  his  trade 


in  Thomaston,  Me.,  and  prosecuted  this  nine  years. 
In  1851  he  was  placed  in  command  of  the  bark  "Cali- 
fornia" under  the  United  States  merchant  marine 
service  and  after  one  voyage  took  command  of  the 
"C.  F.  O'Brien."  In- 185.3  he  once  more  settled 
down  upon  tei-ra  firma  and  resumed  work  at  his 
trade,  being  thus  occupied  until  1860.  Then  his  love 
of  the  sea  still  remaining  strong  within  him  he  once 
more  engaged  as  commander  of  the  ship  "  Ionian." 
He  continued  in  the  marine  service  as  Captain  un- 
til 1878  and  in  the  meantime  commanded  the  ships 
"Frank  Flint."  the  "Pactolus,"  St.  Lucie,"  "St. 
Nicholas"  and  "Emanuel  Llaguano,"  all  of  the 
port  of  New  York.  Upon  finally  leaving  the  sea, 
in  1878  he  retired  to  Thomaston,  Me.,  where  his 
death  occurred  May  2,  1882. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject 
was  Lucinda  Flint.  She  was  born  in  Damariscotta, 
Me.,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Capt.  .Joseph  and 
Sarah  (Allen)  Flint,  who  were  also  natives  of  that 
place.  Joseph  Flint  by  occupation  was  a  farmer 
and  ship  carpenter.  He  w.as  likewise  Captain  of 
the  State  Militia,  commanding  a  company  in  the 
War  of  1812.  Mrs.  Lucinda  (Flint)  Tobey  is  still 
living  and  making  her  home  with  her  children. 
Of  these  latter,  eight  in  number:  William  J.  w.as 
the  eldest;  Sarah  E.  is  the  wife  of  Capt.  F.  W. 
Stackpole,  a  sketch  of  whom  appears  elsewhere  in 
this  volume;  Martha  E.  is  the  wife  of  S.  F.  Robins 
and  lives  in  Clyde,  Kan.;  Abby  F.  married  W.  P. 
Rice  of  Kansas  City,  Mo. ;  Lucinda  is  a  resident  of 
Thomaston.  Me.;  Charles  E.  lives  in  Cuba,  this 
State.  Frank  II.  is  a  resident  of  Ft.  Pa^ne,  Ala.; 
George  W.,  the  second  son,  died  in  infancj'. 

William  J.  Tobey  received  his  education  in  the 
schools  of  his  native  town  and  like  his  father  be- 
fore him,  learned  the  trade  of  a  sail  maker.  He 
followed  this  until  1863  then  embarked  on  board  a 
vessel  and  followed  his  trade  two  years  with  that 
ship,  later  going  in  the  "Pactolus"  commanded  by 
his  father.  Two  years  later  he  sailed  as  second 
mate  and  for  three  years  afterward  he  was  first 
mate.  The  four  years  following  he  was  master  of 
the  vessel.  In  1875  he  resigned  to  take  command 
of  the  "St.  Clara."  which  ship  he  commanded  six 
years.  Then,  after  a  vacation  of  one  year,  he,  in 
1883,  took  command  of  the  John  McDonald,  a  new 
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vessel  which  had  been  launched  in  December,  1882 
and  was  at  the  time  next  to  the  largest  American 
vessel  in  existence.  In  November,  1884,  he  re- 
solved to  leave  the  sea  and  settle  upon  the  land. 
Coming  now  to  Kansas  Capt.  Tobey  began  operat- 
ing as  a  banker.  A  more  extended  notice  of  the 
institution  with  which  he  is  connected  will  be 
found  in  a  sketch  of  his  partner  on  another  page 
in  this  volume. 

The  voyages  of  Capt.  Tobey  were  from  New 
York  Cit3'  to  San  Francisco,  thence  to  the  principal 
European  ports  and  return.  He  also  visited  the 
western  coast  of  South  America,  taking  in  Aus- 
tralia, and  rounded  Cape  Horn  thirty-five  times. 
He  was  married  Feb.  4,  187G,  to  Miss  Lucy  A. 
Henderson.  This  lady  was  born  in  Thomaston, 
Me.,  and  is  the  daughter  of  William  and  Susan  A. 
(Jordan)  Henderson  who  were  natives  of  Thomas- 
ton,  Me.,  and  are  now  deceased.  Of  this  union 
there  have  been  born  tliree  cliildren — Alice  II., 
William  H.  and  Lucy  A.  Mrs.  Tobey  is  a  member 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  which  Mr.  Tobey 
otliciates  as  a  Trustee.  The  latter,  socially,  be- 
longs to  Orient  Lodge,  No.  15,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  The 
Captain's  home  was  in  Thomaston,  Me.,  until  1883 
when  he  removed  to  Wellesley  Hills,  Mass.  Thence 
he  came  to  this  county  in  1885.  Notwithstanding 
his  comparatively  brief  residence  he  h.is  fully  es- 
tablislied  liimself  in  the  confidence  and  esteem  of 
the  jjeople  and  is  considered  a  valuable  acquisition 
t<j  the  comnuinitv. 


Jf)  OHN  WARNER,  a  leading  farmer  and  stock- 
I'  raiser  of  Riley  County,  resides  on  section 
||  28,  Ogden  Township,  where  he  is  industri- 
''  ouslj'  engaged  as  a  practical  worker  in  de- 
veloping the  resources  of  the  estate.  He  conies  of 
a  substantial  German  ancestry,  from  whom  he  in- 
lierits  qualities  of  thrift  and  prudence.  His  home 
is  an  unusually  pleasant  one  and  is  situated  about 
six  and  one  half  miles  southwest  of  Manhattan. 

Mr.  Warner  is  a  leading  stock-breeder  and  has 
some  very  fine  specimens  of  horseflesh.  At  the 
head  of   his  stable  is  "  Julian,"  a  full-blooded  Per- 


cheron  horse,  said  by  good  judges  to  be  one  of  the 
finest  in  the  State,  sixteen  and  one-half  hands  high, 
weight  nearly  1,800  lbs.  and  a  perfect  beauty  from 
the  ground  up.  Of  course  the  intelligent  reader 
will  readily  surmise  that  such  a  horse  as  •'  Julian  " 
was  not  bought  by  the  owner  for  nothing;  indeed, 
if  one  could  see  him  as  he  rears  his  head  proudly- 
in  the  stable  or  careers  over  the  luscious  pasturage, 
it  would  not  be  a  surprise  to  be  told  that  Mr.  War- 
ner paid  |!  1,000  for  him  when  he  was  only  twenty 
months  old.  Besides  "Julian"  Mr.  Warner  has 
some -thirty-one  head  of  horses,  seventy  of  cattle 
and  seventy  of  hogs.  The  cattle  are  largely  full- 
blooded  Short-horns  and  the  rest  are  all  of  high 
grade.  Our  subject  is  quite  a  horse  man  and  has 
made  a  study  of  horses,  hence  is  usually  se- 
lected as  a  judge  of  these  animals  when  the  State 
Fairs  are  held. 

The  parents  of  Mr.  Warner  were  John  and  Eliz- 
abeth (Feester)  Warner,  natives  of  Baden.  Ger- 
many, where  they  were  united  in  marriage.  In 
1 838  they  came  to  the  United  States,  and  settling 
in  Clark  County,  Ind.,  made  it  their  home  until 
1849.  Removing  thence  in  the  fall  of  1850,  to 
Oldham  County,  Kj'.,  after  a  year's  residence  there 
thej'  returned  to  Indiana  and  sojourned  in  Scott 
County  for  one  year.  Later  they  removed  to 
Jackson  County,  the  same  State,  and  in  the  fall  of 
1852  located  in  Tama  County.  Iowa,  where  the 
mother  died  in  1857. 

In  1860  another  removal  was  made,  this  time  to 
the  Sunflower  State,  where  the  father  lived  with 
his  son  John,  our  subject,  near  Stockdale,  Riley 
County,  until  he  ceased  his  earthly  pilgrimage  in 
1879.  Eleven  children  came  to  bless  their  home, 
of  whom  eight  are  now  living.  Of  these  our  sub- 
ject was  the  third,  and  was  born  in  Baden,  Oct.  IG. 
1833,  hence  was  five  years  of  age  when  his  parents 
emigrated  to  this  country.  His  advantages  for  ob- 
taining an  education  in  school  were  exceedingly 
limited,  but  he  did  succeed  in  securing  what  is  of 
more  importance  than  mere  book  knowledge,  that 
is  a  fine  business  education  and  thorough  training 
in  all  the  details  required  in  managing  the  practical 
affairs  of  life. 

When  fourteen  years  of  age  our  subject  began  to 
work   for   himself.     His  father  was  a  railroad  con- 
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tractor  and  filled  some  very  heavy  contracts  be- 
tween the  years  1848  and  1852.  Although  so 
young  our  subject  was  placed  in  a  position  of  re- 
^ponsibilit}',  being  given  charge  of  the  horses  and 
required  to  supply  the  camps  of  the  workmen  with 
all  necessary  materials.  He  continued  working 
for  his  father  until  he  was  twenty  years  of  age, 
when  he  started  out  to  begin  an  independent  career, 
having  for  capital  tlie  munificent  sum  of  seventy- 
five  cents  in  his  pocket.  However,  he  had  "grit" 
and  "  get  up  "  and  no  false  pride,  so  he  was  bound 
to  succeed.  His  first  work  was  making  rails  for 
fifty  cents  per  hundred  in  Iowa.  Not  finding  him- 
self likelj' to  become  a  "  bloated  bond-holder  "  at 
that  rate,  he  went  to  Indiana  where  he  secured 
work  at  more  i-emunerative  wages. 

Dec.  18,  1853,  Mr.  AVarner  led  Miss  Ellen  E. 
AVhite  to  the  altar,  and  the  ceremony  was  per- 
formed that  united  them  in  the  holy  bonds  of  mat- 
rimony. Mrs.  Warner  was  a  daughter  of  Jesse  and 
Nancy  (Roundtree)  White,  who  were  natives  of 
North  Carolina.  The}"  removed  to  Kansas  in 
1857,  and  settled  at  Stockdale,  Riley  County, 
where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  tiieir  lives.  The 
death  of  Mr.  AVhite  occurred  in  18G1,  and  that  of 
Mrs.  AVhite  in  1865.  They  were  tlie  parents  of  ten 
children,  of  whom  Mrs.  Warner  was  the  third. 
.She  was  born  in  1834,  and  departed  tliis  life  July 
16,  1862,  deeply  lamented  by  her  family  and  a 
large  circle  of  friends.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Warner  were 
the  parents  of  five  children,  all  of  whom  are  now 
deceased. 

In  July.  1863,  Mr.  AVarner  was  again  mar- 
ried, taking  for  liis  companion  Miss  P^lizabetli 
E.  Odell,  a  daughter  of  William  Odell,  now 
deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Odell  were  natives  of 
Massachusetts  and  were  tlie  parents  of  ten  chil- 
dren, of  whom  Mrs.  AVarner  was  the  ninth.  She 
was  born  May  12,  1843,  and  departed  for  her  heav- 
enly home  Dec.  8,  1872.  The  second  marriage  of 
our  subject  resulted  in  the  birth  of  four  children, 
three  of  whom  are  now  living,  named  respectively, 
Frances  Eugenia,  Mary  Etta  and  Ella  E.  Mr. 
Warner  was  married  the  third  time  in  1874.  the 
lady's  name  being  Miss  Lucy  A.  Lee,  a  daughter 
of  Horace  Lee.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Horace  Lee  were 
natives   of    Massachusetts    and    Connecticut,    and 


were  the  parents  of  seven  children,  of  whom  Mrs. 
AVarner  was  the  sixth.  She  was  born  Sept.  1 2, 
1830,  and  is  a  lady  of  rare  culture  and  winning 
manners. 

Our  subject  moved  to  Kansas  in  1857  and  set- 
tled on  a  farm  near  Stockdale.  lie  enlisted  in  the 
Union  Army,  Aug.  25,  1862,  in  Company  O. 
11th  Kansas  Infantry,  which  was  later  converted 
into  a  cavalry  regiment.  He  was  elected  corporal 
immediately  after  his  enlistment,  and  fought  gal- 
lantly  with  his  regiment  in  the  battles  of  Marys- 
ville.  Ark.;  Prairie  Grove  and  Cane  Hill, 
also  in  Arkansas,  besides  being  engaged  in  almost 
continuous  skirmishing  with  Rebel  '•  bushwhack- 
ers"  all  along  the  border.  He  served  his  country 
faithfully  till  the  war  was  over,  and  received  his 
discharge  June  13,  1865,  at  Ft.  Leavenworth.  He 
then  returned  home  and  once  more  commenced 
operations  on  his  farm.  In  1869  he  moved- from 
Stockdale  to  his  present  place,  which  was  then  raw 
prairie.  All  the  improvements  have  been  made 
by  him  since  that  time.  The  present  residence 
was  built  partly  in  1870,  but  was  changed  some- 
what and  given  its  present  form  in  1885.  He  has 
a  fine  stone  barn  and  other  necessarj'  outbuildings, 
an  orchard  of  500  trees,  a  Bne  vineyard,  and  his 
farm  is  in  all  respects  a  model  one. 

Mr.  Warner  and  his  family  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Manhattan,  and  are 
regular  in  their  attendance  and  liberal  in  their  of- 
ferings. He  is  also  a  member  of  the  G.A.R.  of 
Manhattan,  Lew  Gove  Post  No.  100.  He  has  been 
a  member  of  the  School  Board  of  District  No.  18, 
takes  an  interest  in  politics  and  votes  the  Repub- 
lican ticket.  He  was  a  Republican  during  the 
mighty  throes  which  "  Bleeding  Kansas  "  experi- 
enced in  her  gallant  struggle  for  liberty,  when  it 
took  courage  to  espouse  the  cause  of  downtrodilen 
but  afterwards  gloriously-triumphant  freedom. 

Mr.  Warner  is  not  lacking  in  that  useful  quality 
which  we  call  "  grit,"  as  is  shown  by  his  record  in 
making  a  home  for  himself  in  the  then  "  Wild 
West."  Upon  coming  to  Kansas  in  the  winter  of 
1857,  he  li.ad  $13.50  and  two  j'oke  of  small  oxen. 
His  first  table  was  made  from  packing-boxes.  He 
worked  all  day  making  rails  and  at  night  split  shin- 
gles   by  the  light  of    the  shavings.     He  also  made 
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ax-handles   and    ox-bows.     He   hauled    good    oak    j 
wood  thirteen    miles  with  an    ox  team  and   sold  it   ; 
for  i!2.oO  per  cord,  receiving  in  pay  paper  money 
issued  bj^  the  county  and    called  "  County  Scrip," 
which  was  shaved  by  the  merchants  at  twenty-five 
cents   on  the  dollar,  although  they  charged  about   i 
four  times  the  present  value  of  goods  for  what  tliey 
sold   to  the  farmers,  who  had  no  place  else  at  that    i 
time  to  buy. 

Mr.  Warner  takes  a  deep  interest  in  llie  religious 
welfare    of    the  community,  and    at    one  time  was   i 
Superintendent  of  two  Sunday-schools,  one  meeting   j 
in  the  morning  and  theotlier  in  the  afternoon. 

Fine  portraits  of  Mr.  AVarner  and  his  estimable 
wife  appear  elsewhere  in  the  Aijjuji,  and  not  onlj' 
add  to  the  vahie  but   are   also  an  ornament  to  the 


II  ( )SEPH  H.  YODER,  althougii  a  resident  of 
I  Haddaui  but  a  comparatively  short  time,  is 
|{  recognized  as  the  leading  business  man  of 
l(^/'  the  place,  and  is  possessed  of  tliat  courteous 
and  winning  demeanor,  which  secures  for  him 
friends  wherever  he  goes.  He  has  fully  identified 
himself  with  the  interests  of  Haddam  and  vicinity, 
and  lieing  liberal  and  public-spirited,  is  recognized 
as  a  valuable  addition  to  the  communitj'.  He  is 
[irominently  connected  with  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Cluucli,  in  whicli  he  otticiates  as  Steward, 
Trustee,  and  Assistant  Supei  inlendent  of  the  Sun- 
day-school. He  performed  efficient  service  as  one 
of  tlie  building  committee  during  the  erection  of 
the  church  edifice.  Politically,  he  is  a  sound  Re- 
pulilican.  and  has  frequently  represented  liis  party 
in  the  county  conventions. 

The  earl}'  home  of  the  subject  of  this  notice,  was 
in  the  vicinity  of  Somerset,  in  tlie  county  of  tliat 
name,  in  Pennsylvania,  where  he  first  opened  his 
eyes  to  the  light,  Sept.  6,  1852.  He  was  brought 
up  on  a  farm,  and  taught  to  make  himself  useful  at 
an  early  age.  He  received  a  practical  education, 
attending  the  district  school  until  fourteen  years  of 
age,  and  then  entered  the  High  School  at  Somerset, 
where  he  pursued  his  studies  two  years,  and  was 
given  a  first-grade  certificate  in  proof  of  his  fitness 
for  a  teacher.      He  afterward  followrd   tlii;-  profes- 


sion during  the  winter  seasons  until  the  spring  of 
1874.  In  the  meantime  he  engaged  in  farming  dur- 
ing the  summer. 

At  the  expiration  of  this  time,  young  Yoder  de- 
cided to  seek  the  Far  West,  and  made  his  way  by 
rail  to  Iowa,  locating  on  a  farm  near  Iowa  City. 
Here  he  proceeded  as  before,  farming  in  summer, 
and  teaching  school  in  Johnson  County  during  the 
winter.  In  the  spring  of  1875  he  purchased  a  half- 
interest  in  the  store  of  his  brother,  C.  C.  I'oder,  at 
Pleasant  Hill,  and  they,  under  the  firm  of  C.  C. 
Y'oder  A  Brother,  pro.secuted  general  merchandis- 
ing, Joseph  H.  in  the  meantime  teaching  as  before, 
during  the  winter  season.  He  was  thus  occupied 
until  1880,  when  his  brother  was  appointed  Post- 
master, and  the  post-offlce  was  conducted  in  their 
store.  Joseph  H.  officiated  as  Assistant  Postmaster 
until  the  following  spring,  when  he  removed  to 
Minden,  Iowa,  and  not  long  afterward  was  appointed 
Postmaster  at  that  place.  In  due  time  he  purchased 
a  stock  of  dry-goods,  and  built  up  a  good  trade. 
He  discharged  the  duties  of  Postmaster  until  1885, 
then  resigned  in  favor  of  a  Cleveland  man.  being 
himself  a  Republican. 

In  June,  1886,  Mr.  Yoder  disposed*  of  his  inter- 
ests in  the  Hawke^ye  State,  and  coming  to  Kansas, 
engaged  as  clerk  in  the  store  of  his  brother  at  Had- 
dam, operating  thus  one  year.  He  then  purchased 
a  half-interest,  and  in  partnership  with  his  brotlier, 
established  the  firm  of  Y''oder  Bros.,  who  as  gen- 
eral inercliants  have  the  second  largest  store  in  the 
town.  Mr.  Yoder,  in  1887,  put  up  a  neat  modern 
residence,  which  is  beautifully  located  and  sur- 
rounded with  all  kinds  of  shrubbery  and  fruit  trees. 
He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Western  Ex- 
change Bank,  and  is  a  stockholder  tlierein.  A 
stirring,  active  business  man,  he  exerts  no  small 
influence  in  his  community,  and  may  be  found  the 
uniform  encourager  of  the  enterprises  calculated  for 
the  advancement  of  the  people. 

Mr.  Y'oder  was  married  in  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa, 
June  9,  1881,  to  Miss  Septima  I.  Shaff.  This  lady 
was  l)orn  at  Pleasant  Hill,  that  Stale,  April  10, 
1  855,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Horatio  Shaff,  a  na- 
tive of  the  Province  of  Ontario,  Canada,  and  a 
farmer  by  occupation.  Mr.  Shaff  emigrated  to 
Iowa  during   its  early  days,    settling  in    Johnson 
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County,  where  he  was  greatly  prospered  as  a  tiller 
of  the  soil,  becoming  well-to-do.  In  1876  he  re- 
moved to  Pottawattamie,  locating  on  a  farm  near 
Walnut,  where  his  deatli  occurred  in  1889.  Politi- 
cally, ha  was  a  stanch  Republican,  and  in  religious 
matters,  assimilated  with  the  doctrines  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church.  Mrs.  Anna  (Fry)  Shaff, 
the  mother  of  Mrs.  Yoder,  was  born  in  Ohio,  and 
died  in  Pottawattamie  County,  Iowa,  in  1887. 
Mrs.  Yoder  received  a  good  education,  and  taught 
school  for  some  time  prior  to  her  marriage.  She 
was  also  for  a  time  engaged  in  millinery  and  dress- 
making at  Walnut.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Yoder  have  two 
children,  Roy  and  Earl. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  Benedict  Yoder, 
likewise  a  native  of  Somerset  County,  Pa.,  and 
liorn  Aug.  20,  1817.  The  paternal  gradfather  was 
John  Yoder,  a  native  of  Berks  County,  Pa.,  where 
he  carried  on  farming  during  his  early  life,  clear- 
ing a  homestead,  but  finally  removed  to  Somerset 
County,  and  there  spent  his  last  days.  He  started 
in  life  for  himself  at  the  age  of  twenty  years,  open- 
ing up  his  farm,  and  was  tlie  owner  of  140  acres  of 
good  land.  He  was  an  honest  citizen,  and  a  mem- 
ber in  good  standing  of  tiie  Mennonite  Cliurch. 
Tiic  paternal  great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
a  native  of  Scotland,  and  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  probably  during  the  Colonial  days. 

Benedict  Yoder,  the  father  of  our  subject,  cleared 
a  farm  of  110  acres  in  Somerset  County,  Pa.,  con- 
structing a  good  home  where  lie  still  resides.  In  the 
meantime  he  came  to  the  West  with  the  intention 
of  locating  his  children,  and  traveled  extensively 
in  this  section  of  country.  He  has  always  been  a 
great  lover  of  fine  horses,  and  makes  a  specialty  of 
these,  mostly  draft  animals.  He  is  a  Republican, 
politically,  and  a  member  of  the  Mennonite  Churcii. 
He  is  one  of  the  best-known  men  of  Somerset 
County,  where  he  has  wielded  a  wide  influence. 

Mrs.  Sarah  (Miller)  Yoder,  the  mother  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  Somerset  County,  Pa.,  Nov. 
20,  1825.  Grandfather  Miller  was  a  native  of 
Switzerland,  and  came  to  America  with  his  parents 
when  a  child  of  three  years.  They  opened  up  a 
farm  in  Somerset  Countj-,  Pa.,  and  there  he  spent 
bis  last  days.  To  Benedict  and  Sarah  Yoder  tliere 
was  born  a  family  of    thirteen  children,  the  eldest 


of  whom,  Samuel  B.,  continues  a  resident  of  his 
native  county  of  Somerset;  Daniel  M.  first  located 
in  Iowa,  and  then  came  to  Kansas,  and  is  located  in 
Haddam;  Charles  C.  is  merchant  of  Pleasant  Hill, 
Iowa;  John  M.  is  a  resident  of  Johnstown,  Pa., 
where  he  officiates  as  agent  for  distributing  the  do- 
nations contributed  for  the  sufferers  from  the  recent 
terrible  flood  in  that  place;  Simon  T.  is  a  merchant 
of  Minden,  Iowa;  Joseph  H..  of  this  sketch  was 
the  next  in  order  of  birth;  Ezra  L.  is  a  merchant 
of  Minden,  Iowa;  Mary  remains  at  home  with  her 
parents;  Sadie,  Mrs.  Lehman,  continues  a  resident 
of  Somerset  County,  Pa.;  Nancy  A.,  Mrs.  Rhodes, 
lives  in  Saline  County,  this  State;  Gertie  is  in  Som- 
erset, Pa.;  Kate  A.,  Mrs.  Mostoller,  is  in  Somerset 
County,  Pa.;  and  Florence  M.  is  with  her  parents. 
Samuel  B.  Yoder,  during  the  late  Civil  AVar,  en- 
listed in  1861,  in  the  142d  Pennsylvania  Infantry, 
and  served  until  being  wounded  at  the  battle  of 
Gettysburg,  being  shot  through  the  left  breast  and 
right  arm.  He  was  left  on  the  battlefield  three 
days,  with  nothing  to  eat  and  drink  excepting  a 
cup  of  coffee  which  his  captain  gave  him.  He  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  rebels,  but  they  finally  aban- 
doned him,  supposing  he  would  die.  After  the 
battle  was  over  he  was  removed  to  a  hospital,  and 
finally  partially  recovered,  although  still  a  cripple 
and  in  ill  health. 

OHN  FLAGG.  one  of  the  very  first  settlers 
of  Manhattan  Township,  and  one  of  its  most 
active  and  enterprising  men,  came  to  Kansas 
ij^^  in  the  spring  of  1855  and  continued  his  resi- 
dence in  this  township  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred May  14,  1874.  For  two  years  after  settling 
in  the  township  he  carried  on  farming  exclusively, 
then,  in  company  with  others,  erected  a  flouring- 
mill  and  assisted  in  the  operation  of  this  until  fail- 
ing health  compelled  him  to  abandon  this  business. 
He  then  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  at  Man- 
hattan a  number  of  years,  but  finally  selling  out 
purchased  a  farm  in  the  township  near  the  city  lim- 
its, the  operation  of  which  he  superintended  until 
called  hence.  He  was  a  stanch  Union  man  during 
the  late  Civil   War,   and  enlisted  in  the    100  days' 
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.service,  but  saw  no  active  fighting,  simply  with  his 
conirailes  holding  himself  in  readine.ss  to  defend 
tlie  border  if  necessary.  S()ciall\-  he  lielonged  to 
tlie  ^Masonic  fraternity. 

John  Flagg,  the  son  of  Joe!  and  Eunice  Flagg, 
was  born  March  ;!.  182-2,  in  Lincoln,  Mass.,  and  on 
the  nth  of  August  1847,  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Mary  A.  Fiske. 

Mrs.  Flagg  w.as  the  eldest  in  a  family  of  four 
children,  three  daughters  and  one  son,  and  was 
born  in  Weston,  Massachuselts,  Jan.  5,  1828.  Her 
parents,  George  and  Achsa  (Allen)  Fiske,  were  like- 
wise natives  of  Weston,  where  they  were  reared 
and  married  and  where  the  mother  died.  Subse- 
quently the  family  removed  to  Natick,  where  the 
father  died  about  1878.  Mary  A.  was  reared  to 
womanhood  in  Weston  and  lived  there  and  in 
AValtham  until  her  marriage.  Soon  afterward  she 
settled  with  her  husband  in  Boston,  where  Mr. 
Flagg  was  occupied  as  a  blacksmith  on  carriage 
work,  and  where  they  lived  one  year.  Thence  they 
removed  to  Portland  Me.,  of  whieh  they  were  resi- 
dents seven  years  and  until  emigrating  to  the 
West.  I 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Flagg  there  was  born  a  family    | 
of  seven  children,    namely,   Hattie    Emma,  John, 
Hattie  Caroline,   George,    Mary,   Ida    and    Marie. 
Hattie    Emma,    Ida    and   Hattie    Caroline   iire   de- 
ceased. 

Mrs.  Flagg  is  a  very  intelligent  and  pleasant 
lady  and  a  membei'  in  good  standing  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church.  She  has  a  delightful  home, 
which  is  often  the  resort  of  the  many  friends  which 
she  has  m.ade  by  her  hospitality  and  genuine  good- 
ness of  heart.  The  family  residence  is  tastefully 
furnished  and  is  recognized  at  once  as  the  home  of 
refinement  and  culture. 

H^ZEKIEL  L.  FOSTER,  deceased,  was  a  well- 
im  known  and  greatly  respected  pioneer  of  this 
(L^^  part  of  Kansas,  and  assisted  in  the  develop- 
ment of  the  rich  agricultural  resources  of  this  re- 
gion. A  practical,  skilful  farmer,  possessing  good 
financial  ability,  lie  became  one  of  the  substantial 
men  of  wealth  of  Riley  County.     Of  an  energetic 


disposition,  endowed  with  a  good  degree  of  saga- 
city and  sterling  common  sense,  his  counsels  were 
sought  in  the  management  of  public  affairs,  and 
the  estimation  in  which  he  was  held  by  his  fellow- 
citizens  may  be  judged  by  the  fact  that  when  he 
was  a  resident  of  Davis  County,  which  was  a  Demo- 
cratic stronghold,  he  was  one  of  the  first  Republi- 
cans to  be  elected  to  office  in  that  county.  Retiring 
to  Manhattan  some  years  before  his  decease,  he 
erected  here  a  handsome,  commodious  residence, 
which  with  its  ample  grounds,  comprises  one  of  the 
most  attractive  homes  in  the  city,  and  here  his  last 
years  were  pleasantly  spent,  and  in  the  fullness  of  ■ 
time  he  passed  away,  and  thus  an  exemplary  life, 
well  rounded  out  in  years  of  well-doing,  and  filled 
with  all  things  that  go  to  make  a  good  man  in  the 
truest  sense  of  the  word,  was  brought  to  a  peaceful 
close:  but  his  memory  will  be  fondly  cherished  by 
his  relatives,  friends  and  neighbors. 

Ezekiel  Foster  was  of  good  New  England  birth 
and  descent,  a  native  of  Rochester,  Windsor  Co., 
Vt.,  born  Jan.  1,  1812.  His  father,  Major  Foster, 
was  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  and  he  was  an  early 
settler  of  Rochester,  where  he  carried  on  the  occu- 
pation of  farmer,  and  spent  his  last  j'ears.  He  was 
a  soldier  of  the  War  of  1812.  His  wife's  maiden 
name  was  Susanna  Hubbard,  and  she  was  likewise  a 
native  of  New  England.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  bred  to  the  life  of  a  farmer  amid  the  pleasant 
scenes  of  his  birth-place,  and  was  there  educated. 
He  lived  in  Vermont  till  he  was  twenty-two  years 
old,  and  then  went  to  Ohio,  and  was  a  teacher  in 
the  pioneer  schools  of  that  State  for  awhile.  In 
1835  he  came  still  further  Westward  and  located  in 
Tazewell  County,  111.,  becoming  one  of  its  pioneers, 
and  he  was  also  engaged  in  teaching  in  the  early 
schools  of  Pleasant  Grove  and  in  other  parts  of 
the  count}'.  He  went  from  there  to  Sycamore,  in 
De  Kalb  County,  and  was  engaged  in  business  there 
two  years,  and  after  that  he  was  established  in 
Galesburg  in  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  pumps, 
and  Later  in  the  same  city  carried  on  a  mercantile 
business.  In  1859  Mr.  Foster  came  to  Kansas  to 
cast  in  his  lot  with  the  pioneers  who  had  preceded 
him,  and  bought  a  claim  in  what  was  then  Davis 
County  (now  Riley  County),  four  miles  south  of 
the  town  in  the  township  of  Ashland.     Eight  .acres 
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of  liis  land  were  broken,  and  a  log  house  with  a 
Ijoard  addition  and  a  corn  crib  had  been  erected. 
In  tlie  early  spring  of  1860  our  subject  returned  to 
Illinois  for  his  family,  and  brought  them  back  with 
him  to  their  new  home,  traveling  by  rail  to  Atchi- 
son, where  they  embarked  on  a  steamer  for  Leav- 
enworth, and  from  there  came  with  a  team  to  Riley 
County.  Arriving  at  their  destination,  the  family 
moved  into  the  house,  and  Mr.  Foster  immediately 
commenced  to  improve  his  land  as  soon  as  they 
were  settled.  There  being  no  railways,  there  were 
no  markets  nearer  than  the  Missouri  River.  But 
when  the  war  broke  out  and  a  garrison  was  estab- 
lished at  Ft.  Riley,  the  settlers  found  a  ready  sale 
for  thier  produce.  Deer  and  other  kinds  of  game 
lingered  for  a  time  after  oursuliject  came  here,  and 
furnished  delicious  food  for  the  larder  of  the  pio- 
neers. Mr.  Foster  in  1861  i-eturned  to  Illinois  and 
brought  some  apple  trees  and  set  out  the  first  or- 
chard that  bore  fruit  in  this  section.  In  1865  Mr. 
Foster  bought  seventy-five  acres  of  land  in  Riley 
County,  which  is  now  included  in  tlie  Kansas  State 
Agricultural  College  farm  at  Manhattan,  and  in  1 868 
he  settled  on  the  place.  There  was  a  comfortable 
stone  house  on  the  spot  where  the  college  building 
now  stands.  In  1872  he  sold  the  farm  to  the  State 
for  the  college  grounds,  and  in  1873  he  bought  a 
farm  eight  miles  from  Manhattan  and  in  Ashland 
Township.  Living  there  four  years,  at  the  expira- 
tion of  that  time  he  removed  to  his  original  farm, 
on  which  he  resided  till  1880.  In  that  year  he 
came  to  Manhattan  and  built  an  elegant  stone 
house  on  the  corner  of  Ninth  and  Laramie  streets, 
the  beautifully  laid  out  grounds  surrounding  the 
mansion  including  a  whole  block  which  Mr.  Foster 
had  purchased  when  he  sold  his  farm.  In  this 
pleasant  home  the  summons  of  death  came  to  him 
Jan.  21,  1884,  and  the  community  was  called  upon 
to  mourn  with  his  bereaved  family  the  loss  of  a 
good  citizen,  a  kind  husband  and  fatlier,  and  a  con- 
siderate neighbor.  He  led  a  blameless,  useful, 
Christian  life,  and  was  always  found  on  the  side  of 
the  right  in  every  cause  in  which  he  interested  him- 
self, and  he  was  a  courageous,  ardent  champion  of 
different  needed  reforms.  In  early  life  he  was  an 
old  line  Whig,  and  on  the  formation  of  the  Repub- 
lican party  fell  into  its  ranks  as  an  earnest  abolition- 


ist, and  he  was  also  an  energetic  temperance  worker. 
While  a  resident  of  Davis  County  he  served  as 
Count}'  Clerk  and  County  Commissioner,  and  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  those  resjioDsible  offices  witli 
characteristic  intelligence  and  fidelity.  He  joined 
the  Congregational  Church  in  Galesburg,  and  from 
that  time  was  a  firm  and  liberal  supporter  of 
religion. 

Mr.  Foster  was  twice  married.  First  in  Illinois 
to  Mary  Delong.  a  native  of  Vermont,  who  died  at 
Galesburg  in  1850,  leaving  one  daughter,  Mary,  as 
the  result  of  their  pleasant  wedded  life.  Siie  is  now 
the  wife  of  E.  H.  Greeley  and  lives  in  Manhattan. 
The  second  marriage  of  our  subject  occurred  in 
Vermont  in  1856  to  Miss  Jane  A.  Greeley,  who 
survives  him.  She  was  born  amid  the  beautiful 
hills  of  Rutland  Countj',  Vt.,  in  the  pretty  town  of 
Clarendon,  Aug.  31,  1820.  Her  father,  Richard 
Greeley,  was  born  near  Salisbury,  N.  H.,  a  son  of 
Benjamin  Greeley,  also  a  native  of  New  England. 
The  latter  was  a  farmer,  and  is  supposed  to  have 
spent  his  entire  life  in  New  Hampshire.  Mrs.  Fos- 
ter's father  was  bred  to  the  life  of  a  farmer,  and 
when  a  young  man  went  to  New  York,  and  located 
at  Salem.  He  was  living  there  at  the  time  of  the 
War  of  1812,  and  joined  a  volunteer  company, 
which  went  forth  to  take  part  in  the  battle  at  Platts- 
burg,  but  arrived  on  the  scene  too  late.  After  the 
war  Mr.  Greeley  located  in  Clarendon.  Vt.,  and 
opening  a  shop  there,  he  carried  on  the  trade  of  a 
wheelwright,  which  he  had  learned  in  Salem.  In 
the  year  1828  he  removed  to  Rochester,  Windsor 
Co.,  Vt.,  and  followed  his  calling  there,  and  there 
died  at  the  venerable  age  of  eighty-four  years.  The 
maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Desire  Ilosford.  She 
was  born  in  Hebron,  Ct.,  a  daughter  of  Talcott 
Hosford.  also  a  native  of  Connecticut.  He  went  to 
Vermont  when  quite  well  along  in  years,  and  the 
remainder  of  his  life  was  passed  there.  The  maiden 
name  of  his  wife  was  Mary  Fuller.  She  was  a  na- 
tive of  Connecticut,  and   spent    her  last   years  in 

i  Clarendon.  Mrs.  Foster's  mother  came  to  Man- 
hattan and  made  her  home  with  her  till  her  death 
in  1879  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-six  years. 

Mrs.  Foster  was  carefully  trained  b}'  worthy 
parents  and  was  given  the  advant.ages  of  a  good 

I   education.     At  the  youthful  age  of  seventeen  she 
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entered  the  teacher's  profession,  and  for  fifteen 
years  engaged  in  it  witli  niarl\ed  success,  teaching 
(luring  that  time,  with  the  exception  of  three  years, 
in  the  public  schools  of  her  native  State.  She  is  a 
woman  of  culture  and  refinement,  and  of  true 
Christian  character.  She  joined  the  Coni;rcgational 
Churcli  in  Vermont,  when  she  was  a  young  lady, 
and  has  been  a  consistent  church  member  ever 
since.  She  occupies  the  handsome  residence  built 
by  her  husband,  dispensing  a  quiet  and  pleasant 
h()Si)italitv  to  all  who  cross  its  thresliold. 


(Ij^ ,  ENRY  I).    GRAVES,    owner  and  occupant 

jlfj!  of  an  excellent  farm  in  Riley  Count3% 
a\^^  ranks  among  the  successful  agriculturists  of 
((^  Kansas,  and  was  identified  with  its  history 
during  some  of  the  trying  scenes  which  earned  for 
it  the  name  of  the  ••  Bloody  Ground."  His  estate 
is  situated  in  Ciranl  Township,  on  section  16,  and 
the  120  acres  that  comprise  it  are  in  a  state  of  thor- 
ough cultivation  and  bear  marked  improvements, 
the  chief  of  which  is  an  immense  barn  ninety-six 
feet  long,  recently  erected. 

Mr.  Graves  is  descended  from  an  honorable  lin- 
eage, ancestors  in  both  lines  having  been  early 
settlers  in  the  United  States.  On  his  father's  side 
he  traces  his  descent  from  the  Sunderland  family 
of  Graves,  who  settled  in  the  town  of  .Sunderland, 
Mass.,  not  long  after  the  arrival  of  the  "  May- 
flower" at  I'lymoutii  Rock  in  1620,  and  his  grand- 
father was  a  Revolutionary  soldier.  His  maternal 
grandfather  was  descended  from  one  of  two  broth- 
ers who  came  from  England  about  the  same  time 
as  the  Graves  family,  locating  in  Hatfield,  Mass. 
His  mother's  mother  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Mary  Montague,  and  a  sister  of  his  mother,  who 
married  Sylvester  Grant,  of  Brattleborough,  Vt.. 
died  in  Sedgwick  County,  Kan.,  in  the  fall  of  1885, 
leaving  two  boys  and  two  girls. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Dexter  and 
Mary  (Robbins)  Graves,  the  former  of  whom  was 
born  in  Conway,  Mass.,  and  was  engaged  in  farm- 
ing. He  departed  this  life  at  the  age  of  forty-nine, 
our  subject  being  then  twelve  years  old,  and  the 
mother  survived    until    July  4,    1878,  when    she 


passed  away,  having  reached  the  age  of  seventy- 
seven  years.  He  of  whom  we  write  was  the  fourth 
in  a  family  of  seven  children,  all  of  whom  are  living 
except  the  third  born  —  Dexter  —  who  died  at  the 
age  of  two  years.  Willard  is  living  in  Keene, 
X.  II.,  is  married  and  has  two  children.  Mary  is 
the  wife  of  Samuel  Packard,  who  operates  a  bakery 
in  Brattleborough,  Vt.,  .ind  their  family  consists  of 
three  daughters.  The  home  of  George  and  his 
family  is  in  Buckland,  Mass.,  and  he  is  engaged  in 
farming.  Austin  lives  with  his  family  in  Albany. 
N.  Y.;  he  has  accumulated  a  snug  fortune  as  a 
dealer  in  paper  stock,  tin-ware  and  old  junk,  and 
has  fifty  men  with  wagons  in  his  employ  and  con- 
stantly on  the  road.  Albert  is  in  Springfield, 
Mass.,  and  has  a  wife  and  four  children;  his  occu- 
pation is  that  of  a  carpenter. 

Henry  D.  Graves  was  born  in  Guildford,  Vt., 
Maj'  22,  1836,  and  was  reared  on  a  farm,  receiving 
a  common  school  education  in  his  boyhood.  He  sub- 
sequently attended  the  West  Brattleborough  Acad- 
emy two  terms,  working  on  a  farm  at  $5  per  month 
for  the  money  with  which  to  pay  his  board  while 
thus  continuing  his  studies.  When  about  sixteen 
years  old  he  went  to  Manchester,  N.  H.,  and 
worked  in  a  harness  factory,  being  after  a  year's 
employment  there,  transferred  to  the  dressing- 
room,  where  he  worked  nine  months  as  "•fifth 
hand."  In  the  fall  of  1854  he  turned  his  steps 
westward,  and  locating  in  Lawrence,  Kan.,  re- 
mained a  twelvemonth.  He  was  identified  with 
the  Free  State  element  while  there,  and  was  Second 
Lieutenant  of  a  company  of  100  men  which  was 
organized  to  protect  Lawrence  against  the  border 
ruffians  of  Missouri. 

After  participating  in  some  of  the  stirring  scenes 
of  the  Kansas  frontier  he  returned  to  his  home  in 
Vermont,  and  a  year  later  his  mother  having  sold 
out  her  place  the  family  went  to  Buckland,  Mass.^ 
where  Mr.  Graves  remained  two  years.  He  then 
went  to  Brattleborough,  Vt.,  and  entering  a  carriage 
factory  learned  the  trade  of  carriage  making,  at 
which  he  labored  until  the  breaking  out  of  the 
Civil  War.  Immediately  after  the  battle  of  Bull 
Run  he  enlisted  in  Company  E.,  4th  Vermont  In- 
fantry, his  brothers  —  Willard  and  Albert— -being 
members  of  the  same  regiment  and  company.    The 
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latter  was  severely  wounded  by  the  explosion  of  a 
shell  at  the  battle  of  Antietam.  The  regiment  to 
which  they  belonged  was  attached  to  the  army  of 
the  Potomac.  Mr.  Graves  was  taken  sick  in  the 
winter  of  1862,  and  in  the  following  April  was  dis- 
charged from  the  hospital  as  unfit  for  duty.  The 
succeeding  fall  he  re-enlisted,  this  time  becoming  a 
member  of  the  1st  Massachusetts  Veteran  Cavalry, 
and  was  again  taken  sick  and  discharged  from  the 
service  in  the  spring  of  1864. 

After  his  second  and  final  discharge  Mr.  Graves 
returned  to  Springfield,  Mass.,  and  after  a  short  so- 
journ went  to  Canandaigua,  N.  Y.,  where  for  a  few 
months  he  was  empIo3^ed  in  the  agricultural  ma- 
chinery works.  In  the  fall  of  186^  he  came  again 
to  Kansas,  and  during  the  winter  made  his  home 
with  E.  P.  Weber,  on  the  Blue  River.  The  follow- 
ing spring  he  moved  on  to  the  place  at  the 
mouth  of  Tuttle  Creek,  which  is  now  owned 
by  John  Cress,  and  shortly  afterward  took  steps  to 
have  section  16  (school  section)  put  into  the  mar- 
ket, and  succeeding  in  his  effort  purchased  120 
acres  of  the  same,  which  he  now  occupies.  This 
acreage  was  increased  by  purchase  until  he  owned 
360  acres,  of  which  he  has  sold  240  and  now  holds 
only  the  original  amount. 

Mr.  Graves  has  been  married  three  times,  his 
first  marriage  having  taken  place  in  Manchester, 
N.  H.,  to  Miss  Mary  Shannon,  who  bore  him  two 
children.  Of  these  Ida  is  the  wife  of  David  Quinn, 
and  the  mother  of  five  children,  her  home  being 
in  Grant  Township.  Ella  lives  in  New  England, 
Hettinger  Co.,  Dak.,  and  is  the  nife  of  Ed  Part- 
ridge, who  owns  tlie  ••  Pioneer  Store;"  they  have 
one  daughter. 

The  second  wife  of  Mr.  Graves  was  Mrs.  Cathe- 
rine Mitchell,  a  widow  with  two  children,  who 
afterward  took  the  name  of  Graves.  William  mar- 
ried Sara  Henton,  and  lias  six  cliildren ;  he  is  a 
stone-mason,  and  is  now  living  in  Colorado. 
George,  who  is  also  living  in  the  Centennial  State, 
married  Ida  Hultz  and  has  two  children.  Mrs. 
Catherine  Graves  died  in  1873  and  her  husband  re- 
mained a  widower  until  March  18,  1879,  when  lie 
contracted  his  third  matrimonial  alliance.  The 
lady  with  whom  he  was  then  united  was  Miss 
Anna -L.  Johnson,  who  was  born    in  Sweden,  and 


who  has  borne  him  Ave  children,  Mary,  Dexter, 
Austin,  William  H.  and  Mabel  E.  The  third  born 
died  when  fifteen  months  old,  and  the  others  form 
an  attractive  group  at  the  home  fireside. 

Mr.  Graves  has  served  his  neighbors  as  Clerk  of 
the  School  Board  of  his  district,  and  is  now  a 
member  of  that  body.  He  belongs  to  LaFayelte 
Lodge  No.  16,  A.  F  &  A.  M.,  ard  is  a  member  of 
Lew  Gove  Post  No.  100,  (i.  A.  K.,  at  Manhattan. 
He  is  one  of  those  men  who  think  it  no  discredit  to 
change  his  party  affiliations  when  a  platform  docs 
not  embody  the  principles  which  the  needs  of  the 
country  demand,  or  when  his  views  as  to  such 
needs  are  ch.anged  by  observation  and  study.  He 
has  therefore  been  identified  with  different  political 
organizations,  coming  to  the  State  a  Deraocrat,after- 
w.ard  identifying  himself  with  the  Republican  party, 
transferring  his  allegiance  .again  to  the  Democracy, 
and  later  being  a  Greenbacker  and  now  a  Union 
Labor  man.  He  has  been  a  delegate  to  county. 
State  and  congressional  conventions  of  both  Dem- 
ocratic and  Republican  parties,  and  was  chosen 
delegate  to  the  National  Democratic  Convention 
in  1880.  which  nominated  Gen.  Hancock  for  the 
Presidency.  He  was  unable  to  attend  that  conven- 
tion, however,  and  was  represented  therein  by  his 
alternate.  He  is  now  a  member  of  the  County 
Central  Committee  of  the  Union  Labor  party. 
Mr.  Graves  is  an  Elder  in  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
of  which  he  has  long  been  a  member.  In  the  line 
of  his  occupation  in  life.  Mr.  Graves  ainos  to  keep 
abreast  of  the  times  and  in  all  current  events  and 
general  topics  to  be  well  informed  and  intelligent. 
He  is  a  worthy  citizen  and  a  man  whoso  standing 
in  the  religious  body  to  which  he  belongs  is  suffic- 
iently indicative  of  his  character  and  the  estimate 
in  which  he  is  held. 


#^ 


^  UMAN  P.  DEWEY,  of  Farmington  Town- 
appointed  Postmaster  of  Dewey 
under  the  administration  of  Presi- 
dent Arthur,  and  has  held  the  office  since  that  time. 
In  addition  to  its  duties,  which  are  by  no  means 
onerous,  he  carries  on  the  cultivation  of  a  fine  tract 
of  land,  200  acres  in  extent  and  occupying  a  por- 
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tion  of  section  17.  He  is  a  man  of  energy  and 
enterprise,  as  is  indicated  by  tlie  condition  of  his 
well-tilled  fields  and  in  his  substantial  modern 
Imiidings.  whicli  are  without  question  an  ornament 
t(i  tliis  part  of  the  county.  The  residence  is  a  taste- 
ful frame  structure,  finished  in  good  style  and  witii 
all  necessarj'  conveniences,  while  his  barns  and  out- 
buildings reflect  great  credit  upon  the  owner, 
being  erected  witli  a  sjjecial  view  to  the  easy  and 
successful  prosecution  of  his  calling.  He  has  a 
goodly  assortment  of  live-stoelv,  and  harvests  his 
crops  with  the  aid  of  modern  machinery.  As  a 
member  of  the  community  he  occupies  no  second- 
ary position,  being  lil)eral  and  public  spirited  and 
uniformly  encouraging  the  enterprises  calculated 
to  build  up  his  township. 

Mr.  Dewey,  the  onlv  child  of  his  parents,  was 
born  in  Oakland  Count}-,  Alicli.,  April  14.  1835. 
His  parents.  Rudolphus  and  Cynthia  (Wilton) 
Dewey,  were  natives  of  New  York  State,  where  they 
were  reared  and  married,  and  where  thej-  lived  un- 
til emigrating  to  the  Wolverine  State.  After 
carrying  on  farming  a  number  of  years  in  Oakland 
Count}',  the  elder  Dewey  disposed  of  his  farm 
property  and  took  up  his  abode  with  his  family  in 
Livingston  County,  where  he  spent  his  last  days. 
The  mother  subsequently  joined  her  son,  Luman  P., 
in  Kansas,  and  died  in  his  home  in  Farmington 
Township,  Washington  County,  March  18,  1879. 

Until  a  lad  of  thirteen  years  Mr.  Dewey  lived 
with  his  parents  at  the  homestead  where  he  was 
born,  in  Oakland  County,  Mich.,  then  accompanied 
the  family  to  Livingston  County,  sojourning  there 
until  after  his  father's  death.  He  and  his  mother 
then  removed  to  St.  Croix  County,  Wis.,  where 
they  lived  eight  years.  In  the  meantime  young 
Dewey  learned  the  carpenter's  trade  in  Wisconsin, 
which  he  followed  until  coming  to  Kansas,  in  June, 
1869.  He  was  variously  occupied  until  the  fall  of 
that  year,  and  then  purchased  the  land  whicli  he 
now  owns,  soon  afterward  establishing  himself  upon 
it,  and  there  he  has  since  lived.  He  carried  on  the 
farm  until  1885,  then  turned  it  over  to  other 
hands,  and  is  now  taking  life  comparatively  easy. 

On  the  18th  of  May.  1879,  occurred  the  mar- 
riage of  Luman  P.  Dewey  with  Jeretta  Bradley, 
the  wedding  taking  place  at  the   bride's  home,   in 


Farmington  Townshi|).  Mrs.  Dewoy  was  born  in 
Johnson  County.  Ky..  May  12,  1855,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  Ralph  and  Sarah  Bradley,  wlio  were 
natives  of  Kentucky,  and  wiio  came  to  Kansas 
about  1879.  They  are  now  residents  of  A\"ashlng- 
ton  County.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dewey  are  the  parents 
of  three  interesting  children — Eva,  Philander  J. 
and  Ida.  Mr.  Dewey  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  Re- 
publican principles,  and  the  fact  that  lie  held  the 
office  of  Postmaster  through  the  Democratic  ad- 
ministration is  sufficient  evidence  of  liis  i)opularily 
among  his  fellow-citizens. 


OLIVER  R.  HAYNES.  Tiie  States  east  of 
the  Mississippi  and  north  of  the  (Jhio  rivers 
liave  sent  many  men  to  build  up  homes  be- 
yond tlie  Father  of  Waters.  The  Buckeye  State 
has  contributed  her  fair  quota,  and  Clay  Count}'  is 
now  the  home  of  many  of  them.  The  gentleman 
above  named  is  one  of  those  whom  that  State 
has  sent  farther  toward  the  setting  sun.  He  owns 
a  beautiful  estate  in  Sherman  Township,  where  he 
is  engaged  in  farming,  and  makes  a  specialty  of 
raising  Poland-China  hogs,  of  which  he  has  a  drove 
of  fifty -nine  fine  specimens. 

Mr.  Haynes  was  born  in  Washington  County, 
Ohio,  where  his  mother,  Susan  (Griffin)  Haynes, 
died  in  1839.  The  same  year  his  father,  Sylvester 
Haynes,  removed  to  Monroe  County,  111.,  where 
lie  died  in  1861.  Sylvester  Haynes  was  born  in 
Massachusetts,  and  was  a  son  of  Aaron  Haynes, 
who  participated  in  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  and 
died  in  Princeton,  Mass.,  where  he  had  lived  many 
years.  Mrs.  Susan  H.aynes  was  a  native  of  New 
Hampshire,  her  parents,  who  were  of  Irish  ancestry, 
dying  in  that  State. 

Tlie  subject  of  this  sketcli,  after  having  gone  to 
Illinois  with  liis  father,  continued  to  reside  in  Mon- 
roe County  until  1864,  wlien  he  moved  to  Macou- 
pin County,  111.  In  the  fall  of  1865  he  came  to 
this  State  and  county,  and  homesteaded  eighty 
acres  of  his  present  farm.  This  section  of  country 
was  then  a  wild,  open  prairie,  abounding  with  deer, 
antelope,  wild  turkeys  and  prairie  chickens.     The 
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settlers  for  ten  miles  around  conUl  all  congregate  in 
a  room  twenty  feet  square.  Since  coming  to  this 
county,  Mr.  Haynes  lias  improved  his  land  and 
added  forty  acres  to  his  homestead.  He  now  has  a 
fine,  large  frame  house,  with  beautiful  forest  trees 
around  it  and  on  either  side  of  the  drive  from  the 
house  to  the  road.  He  also  has  a  good  orchard  and 
outbuildings,  including  a  well-built  chicken-house. 
All  the  improvements  have  been  made  and  the 
trees  planted  by  our  subject's  own  hands. 

In  Monroe  County,  111.,  in  1855,  Mr.  Haynes 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Mary  A.,  daughter  of 
Asa  and  Cynthia  (Devall)  Barker.  Mrs.  Haynes 
has  borne  seven  children,  one  of  whom  died  in 
infancy.  The  survivors  are:  Ida  Z..  A.  Grace, 
Olive  E.,  Horace  M.,  H.  Elmer,  and  AValter  E. 
The  first-named  is  now  the  wife  of  D.  C.  Eraser, 
and  lives  in  Clifton  ;  Horace  :M.  married  Miss  Ad- 
die  Haynes;  H.  Elmer  married  Miss  Mary  B. 
Kiser. 

Mr.  Haynes  is  one  of  the  most  highly  respected 
men  in  this  part  of  the  countrj',  where  his  energy, 
ability  and  good  cliaracter  are  knovvn  and  recog- 
nized. His  wife  also  has  many  friends  in  the  com- 
munity. 


AVID  C.  TROIP.  Seldom  does  the  bio- 
ra))her  meet  with  a  more  intelligent  or 
well-informed  man  upon  all  questions  of 
the  da}',  than  he  with  whose  well-known 
name  we  introduce  this  sketch.  He  possesses  in- 
tellectual qualities  of  a  high  order,  is  very  pro- 
gressive in  his  ideas,  being  opposed  to  dogmas  and 
creeds,  and  holding  that  it  is  the  privilege  and 
duty  of  every  man  to  do  his  own  thinking.  By 
occupation  he  is  a  farmer,  and  in  this  line  he  is  one 
of  the  most  skillful  and  successful  men  in  his  com- 
munity. He  owns  a  snug  homestead  on  section  18, 
in  Linn  Township,  where  lie  has  effected  good  im- 
provements and  is  one  of  the  leading  lights  in  his 
community. 

A  native  of  Linn  County,  Iowa,  our  subject  was 
born  March  19,  1841,  and  is  the  son  of  Christian 
Troup,  who  was  born  in  Maryland,  and  who  emi- 
grated to  Iowa  in  1837,    nine   years  before  it  had 


been  admitted  to  the  Union  as  a  State.  The  coun- 
try then  abounded  in  Indians  and  wild  animals. 
The  first  dwelling  which  sheltered  Christian  Troup 
in  Iowa,  was  a  three-cornered  shanty  made  of  poles 
and  bed  quilts.  He  was  one  of  five  men  who  had 
settled  with  their  families  in  that  locality,  and 
tlii'ee  out  of  the  five,  becoming  discouraged, 
recrossed  the  Father  of  Waters  and  returned 
whence  they  had  come  that  same  fall.  Panthers 
frequently  roamed  through  the  woods  and  wolves 
often  made  night  hideous  with  their  howling.  'I'he 
brave  pioneer.  Christian  Troup,  however,  stood 
his  ground,  tilled  a  portion  of  the  land  around  him. 
and  effected  improvements  as  rapidly  as  was  possi- 
ble under  the  circumstances.  He  was  the  first 
United  Brethren  minister  in  Linn  County,  Iowa. 
He  there  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  dying 
about  1849.     The  mother  died  in  1879. 

Young  Troup  grew  up  amid  the  wild  scenes  of 
frontier  life  and  at  an  early  age  was  taught  those 
habits  of  industry  which  became  so  useful  to  him  in 
after  years.  When  he  had  become  old  enough  to 
attend  school,  the  settlers  were  coming  slowly  in 
and  a  school  was  established  in  a  log-cabin.  This 
structure  was  built  in  the  most  primitive  style  with 
puncheon  floors,  a  clapboard  roof,  and  seats  and 
desks  of  slabs,  the  latter  upheld  by  wooden  pins. 
The  system  of  instruction  was  similar  to  the  sur- 
roundings. Our  subject  only  attended  school 
about  six  inonlhs  altogether.  For  a  time  the  fam- 
ily ground  their  bread-stuff,  which  was  corn- 
meal,  exclusivel}',  in  a  coffee  mill,  the  nearest 
grist  mill  being  at  Dubuque,  eighty  miles  away. 
David  C.  in  order  to  obtain  a  little  hard  cash, 
occasionally  worked  out  for  twenty-five  cents  a  day. 
and  sometimes  in  company  with  others,  hauled 
dressed  pork  to  Muscatine,  forty  miles  distant, 
selling  it  at  *1.50  per  hundred.  To  obtain  their 
supplies  and  provisions,  the  settlers  were  obliged 
to  go  to  the  Mississippi  River. 

T'he  above  events  summed  up  the  early  life  of 
Mv.  Troup  until  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War. 
In  1861  he  enlisted  as  a  Union  soldier  in  Company 
H,  7th  Iowa  Infantry  and  served  four  years  and 
five  days.  He  was  in  some  of  the  most  important 
Itattles  of  the  war,  namely  :  Fts.  Henry  and  Don- 
elson,   the  siege   and  the  second  battle  of  Corinth, 
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was  iilso  at  Sliiloli.  Belmont,  and  in  other  engage- 
ments. He  went  with  Sherman  on  the  Atlanta 
cnnipaign, later  ioined  in  the  famous  march  to  the  sea, 
and  afterwards  repaired  to  the  National  Capital 
and  was  present  at  the  Grand  Review.  For  I'iO 
days  he  heard  the  discharge  of  fire-arms  and  artill- 
ery an<l  was  frequently  in  the  thickest  of  the  figiit. 
He,  however,  escaped  without  a  scratch,  but  con- 
tracted the  measles,  which  confined  hira  in  tlie 
hospital  seven  or  eight  montlis,  and  from  the  ef- 
fects of  which  he  was  permanently  disabled,  being 
assigned  to  dut}-  prematurelj'  and  standing  on 
guard  in  the  rain.  This  caused  a  relapse,  which 
laid  him  up  six  or  eight  weeks. 

I'pon  leaving  the  arm}'  Mr.  Troup  returned  to 
Washington  County,  Iowa,  where  he  carried  on 
farming  and  lived  until  August,  1877.  Then  com- 
ing to  Kansas,  he  settled  in  AVashington  County, 
of  which  he  has  since  been  a  resident.  He  located 
on  his  present  farm  in  1879,  when  its  only  im- 
l>rovement  was  a  shanty  and  only  fifty  acres  had 
been  broken.  The  labor  of  bringing  the  soil  to  a 
good  state  of  cultivation,  and  the  homestead  to  its 
present  condition  has  involved  years  of  labor  and 
the  outlay  of  a  goodly  amount  of  hard  cash.  Mr; 
Troup  has  planted  two  acres  of  forest  trees  and 
l.)(i  fruit  trees.  He  has  a  good  frame  house,  20x24 
feet  in  <limensions,  a  granar\-  and  wind  mill,  and 
the  various  other  appurtenances  essential  to  the 
successful  prosecution  of  farming.  The  home- 
stead proper,  embraces  eighty  acres,  while  Mr. 
Troup  operates  besides  320  acres  of  land.  During 
the  season  of  1889  he  harvested  160  acres  of  corn, 
50  acres  of  oats  and  about  100  acres  of  wild  grass. 
He  makes  a  speciality  of  stock-raising,  having 
seventeen  head  of  horses,  thirty-five  head  of  cattle, 
and  over  fifty  head  of  swine. 

In  August,  1867,  David  C.  Troup  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Mary  A.,  daughter  of  Manley 
Brown,  late  of  Washington  Count}',  Iowa,  and 
now  deceased.  Mrs.  Troup  was  born  in  Fa}'ette 
County,  Ohio,  Sept.  4,  1843,  and  lived  with  her 
parents  until  her  marriage,  which  took  place  in 
Iowa.  Four  of  the  five  children  of  this  marriage' 
are  now  living,  namely:  Ella  M.,  Charles  H.,  Orrie 
M.  and  Ira  A.,  the  latter  two  being  twins. 

Politically,  Mr.  Troup  is   a  stanch    supporter  of 


of  the  principles  of  tiie  Republican  party.  He  has 
been  quite  prominent  in  local  affairs.  He  has  for 
the  last  five  years  been  a  School  Director  in  his 
district,  and  has  officiated  as  Constable  for  two 
years.  He  was  Road  Overseer  one  yeai'.  He  is  a 
member  in  good  standing  (>f  the  Masonic  fraternity 
and  belongs  to  the  G.  A.  R.  He  is  promi- 
nently connected  with  the  Christian  Church  in 
Linn  Township,  the  services  being  helil  in  Reiter's 
School,  district  No.  84. 


]i^  ENRY    DANIELS. 
JJj  in    Riley     County 


Oiio  of  the  best  farms 
and  one  embellished 
with  the  finest  buildings,  belongs  to  the 
subject  of  this  notice,  a  prominent  and  lead- 
ing citizen  of  Zeandale  Township  who,  morally 
and  financiall}',  has  been  a  decided  success.  Polit- 
ically he  is  a  warm  supporter  of  the  Republican 
party,  and  has  been  somewhat  prominent  in  local 
affairs,  serving  as  Councilman  while  a  resident  of 
Manhattan  and  holding  other  positions  of  trust  and 
responsibility.  He  is  of  New  England  ancestrj', 
and  was  born  in  what  is  now  West  Roxbury, 
Mass.,  Nov.  24,  1829. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  Richard  Daniels, 
and  his  mother's  maiden  name  was  Sarah  Chamber- 
lain. Both  were  natives  of  Roxbury,  Mass..  and 
spent  their  entire  lives  within  the  confines  of  their 
native  county,  the  mother  dying  when  her  son 
Henry  was  a  lad  of  eight  years.  Richard  Daniels 
was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  he  survived  his 
wife  two  j-ears,  dying  in  what  is  now  West  Rox- 
bury, about  1839.  The  parental  family  included 
four  children,  of  whom  Harry  was  the  eldest  born. 

Young  Daniels  soon  after  the  death  of  his 
mother  went  to  Nottingham,  N.H.,  where  he  lived 
on  a  farm  seven  years,  then  returning  to  his  native 
State,  made  his  home  one  year  in  old  Cambridge, 
and  the  next  ten  years  was  a  resident  of  Waltham, 
Mass.  In  the  meantime  he  learned  the  carpenter's, 
trade  which  he  followed  until  leaving  New  Eng- 
land. This  event  occurred  in  the  fall  of  1856. 
when  he  emigrated  to  Illinois,  where  he  prosecuted 
carpentering  and  farming  combined  until  the  spring 
of  1867.      Then,  in   the  vicinity  of    Peoria,    he 
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worked  at  caii)eiitering  (hiring  the  summer  season 
and  in  llie  fall  returned  to  McHenry  County,  so- 
journing there  until  the  spring  of  1858. 

At  the  date  above  mentioned  Mr.  Daniels  first 
trod  the  soil  of  Kansas.  Establishing  himself  in 
the  embryo  town  of  Manhattan,  he  worked  at  his 
trade  about  two  years,  then  in  the  spring  of  18G0 
went  to  Colorado,  of  which  he  was  a  resident  about 
five  years  engaged  in  farming.  Manhattan  saw 
him  again  in  August,  1865,  and  later  he  visited 
Massachusetts  and  Illinois,  but  drifted  back  to 
Manhattan  and  worked  again  at  his  trade  several 
months.  In  the  spring  of  1867  he  established  him- 
self at  Salina  in  the  livery  business  for  a  short  time, 
then  in  the  fall  of  1868  purchased  a  tract  of  land  in 
Zeandale  Township,  Riley  County,  upon  which  he 
settled  and  where  he  has  since  lived.  He  is  now 
the  owner  of  360  acres,  upon  which  he  has  erected 
substantial  modern  buildings  and  made  other  good 
improvements. 

.  In  Zeandale  Township,  Riley  County,  Henry 
Daniels  was  united  in  marriage  with  Mrs.  Naney 
M.  (Crart-ford)  Anderson.  Mrs.  Daniels  was  born 
in  Pennsylvania,  and  was  the  widow  of  William 
Anderson,  who  with  his  brother  was  burned  to 
death  in  a  prairie  fire  while  on  their  way  from 
Manhattan  to  their  home  in  Zeandale  Township. 
Of  her  marriage  with  Mr.  Anderson  there  were 
born  four  children,  James  W.,  Alice,  Anna  and 
Dora.  Her  marriage  with  Mr.  Daniels  has  like- 
wise resulted  in  the  birth  of  four  children,  Rich- 
ard II.,  Sarah  E.,  John  W.  and  Charles  R. 


Tl/ONATHAX  GLOVER.  Among  the  men 
I  who  ventured  upon  the  frontier  during  the 
j:  territorial  days  of  Kansas,  Mr.  Glover  is  de- 
^^1/  serving  of  special  mention.  He  arrived  in 
Riley  County  as  early  as  1856,  with  a  capital  of 
$12  in  his  pocket,  and  halted  within  a  section  of 
country  which  was  chiefly  inhabited  by  Indians  and 
wild  animals.  He  possessed  the  hardy  spirit  of  the 
true  pioneer,  and  without  being  dismayed  by  the 
outlook,  preemi)ted  1 60  acres  of  wild  land  on  sec- 
tion 7,  Ogden  Township,  where  he  made  a  dugout 


in  which  to  shelter  himself,  and  proceeded  in  true 
pioneer  style,  with  the  improvement  of  his  prop- 
erty. The  hardships  which  he  endured,  and  the 
manner  in  which  he  labored  for  a  series  of  years, 
was  but  the  story  of  m.any  around  him,  and  which 
has  been  detailed  so  many  times  in  this  volume. 
Suffice  it  to  say  that  he  was  in  no  wise  lacking  in 
those  qualities  which  insure  a  man's  prosperity  and 
success. 

Mr.  (ilover  lived  upon  his  first  place  until  1870, 
making  many  improvements,  and  then  selling  out 
to  good  advantage,  purchased  270aci-es  on  sections 
1 9  and  24,  Fancy  Creek  Township.  Of  this  he  has 
since  retained  possession,  and  has  made  of  it  one  of 
the  most  desirable  farms  in  the  township.  He  has 
brought  the  land  to  a  good  state  of  cultivation, 
phanted  forest  and  fruit  trees,  made  fences  and 
erected  buildings,  and  surrounded  himself  and  his 
family  with  all  the  comforts  of  life.  The  dwelling 
is  a  remarkably  neat  and  tasty  structure,  and  the 
premises  at  all  points  indicate  the  progressive  and 
independent  spirit  of  the  proprietor. 

Mr.  Glover  is  of  New  England  birth  and  ances- 
try, and  first  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  in  Hebron, 
Me..  April  25,  1825.  His  parents  were  Irvin  and 
Orilla  (Reckord)  Glover,  likewise  natives  of  He- 
bron, where  the  father  spent  his  entire  life,  dying 
when  his  son,  Jonathan,  was  only  six  years  old. 
He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  left  his  family 
in  good  circumstances.  The  paternal  grandfather 
was  Irvin  Glover,  Sr.,  a  native  of  Massachusetts, 
and  of  English  extraction.  Mrs.  Orilla  Glover 
came  to  Kansas  with  a  niece  in  1863,  and  died  at 
the  home  of  our  subject  in  Riley  County,  in  1880. 
Her  father  was  Joseph  Reckord,  a  native  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, and  the  son  of  an  old  soldier  of  the  Re- 
volutionary War. 

Three  children  only,  were  born  to  the  parents  of 
our  subject — Jonathan,  Frederick,  and  Irvin.  Jon- 
athan is  the  only  surviving  member  of  the  family, 
and  he  spent  his  childhood  and  youth  in  his  native 
town,  leaving  there  when  a  young  man  of  twenty- 
one  years,  for  Kansas.  Prior  to  this,  however,  he 
had  been  married  Dec.  14,  1854,  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
Rich,  the  wedding  taking  place  .at  the  bride's  home 
in  Pembroke.  Me.  Mrs.  Glover  was  born  at  Pem- 
broke, Me.,  April  14,   1831.     Of  this  union  there 
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liave  been  born  six  children,  viz:  Ida,  Fann^-,  Ed- 
ward, Frederick,  Katie,  and  Louis.  Fanny,  Ed- 
ward and  Louis,  are  deceased.  Ida  is  the  widow 
of  Wilson  Caley.  and  she  is  living  on  a  farm  in 
Wabaunsee  County,  this  State.  The  parents  of 
Mrs.  Glover,  were  Joseph  and  Nancy  fWood)  Rich, 
also  natives  of  the  Pine  Tree  State,  and  of  English 
extraction.  Mr.  Glover,  politically,  is  independent, 
and  in  religious  matters  is  also  independent,  not 
being  connected  with  any  church  organization. 


■■.g-i..r^. c— - 

^f?  R.  ELLIOTT.  No  name  is  more  familiar 
I  /^  ill  the  business  and  literary  world  of  Kan- 
jl^^  sas,  or  is  more  deservedly  held  in  honor, 
than  that  of  this  gentleman,  who  is  one  of  the  fore- 
most financiers  and  business  men  of  Riley  County, 
in  whose  upbuilding  he  has  borne  a  prominent  part 
for  more  than  twenty  j'ears.  An  extensive  prop- 
erty-holder and  a  large  real  estate  dealer,  he  is  one 
of  the  leading  citizens  of  Manhattan,  and  his 
iiand  has  been  felt  in  the  v.arious  enterprises  that 
have  given  an  impetus  to  the  growth  of  the  city, 
developing  its  business  interests,  and  attracting 
within  its  borders  an  intelligent  and  energetic 
class  of  men.  A  deep  thinker,  a  reader  of  the 
best  literature,  a  man  whose  mind  has  been  broad- 
ened by  travel  and  polished  by  contact  with  the 
outside  world,  he  is  a  ripe  scholar,  though  mostly 
self-educated,  and  possesses  a  wealth  of  informa- 
sion  rarely  surpassed  bj-  business  men.  He  is 
besides  a  ready  and  talented  writer,  and  wields  an 
influential  pen.  He  first  came  to  Kansas  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  editorial  profession,  and  is  still  connected 
with  it  as  a  regular  correspondent,  and  as  editor  and 
liroprietor  of  the  Manhattan  Homestead,  a  monthly 
jtublication,  which  has  done  much  to  encourage  and 
foster  immigration  to  this  State.  He  has  been 
President  of  the  Manhattan  Board  of  Trade  ever 
since  its  organization ;  he  is  President  of  the  Union 
National  Bank  of  Manhattan;  President  of  the  To- 
peka  Sugar  Comp.any.  and  of  the  Kansas  Land,  Lot 
and  Development  Company,  which  owns  large  tracts 
of  land  in  the  Solomon  and  Kansas  River  valleys; 
iind  he  has  been  Secretary  of  the  North  Kansas 
Real  Estate  Association  since  its  organization,  and 


Vice-President  of  the  National  Peal  Estate  Asso- 
ciation. 

L.  R.  Elliott  w^s  born  born  in  Greene,  Chenango 
Co.,  N.  Y.,Nov.  21,  1835,  a  son  of  John  J.  Elliott, 
a  native  of  Scotland.  The  father  was  an  only  son, 
and  when  quite  young  wont  to  live  with  an  uncle  in 
London,  and  was  apprenticed  to  learn  the  trade  of 
tailor  in  that  city.  He  married  an  Isle  of  Wight 
lady.  Miss  Jane  Blake,  and  followed  his  trade  in 
London  till  he  came  to  America  in  1829.  For 
some  years  thereafter  he  carried  on  the  fulling  bus- 
iness in  Utica,  N.  Y.,  and  then  removed  to  Greene, 
where  he  pursued  his  trade  till  his  death,  in  1846. 
His  wife  spent  her  last  years  witli  her  children,  and 
died  in  Manhattan  in  1869.  Her  father.  James 
Blake,  was  a  native  of  the  Isle  of  Wight,  the 
son  of  another  James  Blake.  He  was  a  mason 
by  trade,  and  spent  his  entire  life  on  and 
near  the  Isle  of  Wight,  and  he  and  his  wife, 
Jane  Ockendon,  and  his  parents  are  now  quietly 
sleeping  their  last  sleep  in  God's  Hill  church-j'ard, 
a  few  miles  from  Newport,  on  their  native  Isle. 
The  following  is  recorded  of  the  seven  children 
born  to  the  parents  of  our  subject:  John  J.,  who 
served  in  tlie  War  with  Mexico,  and  also  in  the 
late  War,  now  lives  in  Idaho;  J.aue  married  Moses 
Tuttle,  and  died  in  Greene,  in  1879;  Charlotte 
married  S.  G.  Hoj't,  and  lives  in  Colorado  Springs; 
W.  W.  lives  in  San  Francisco;  L.  R.,  our  subject; 
H.N.  lives  in  Los  Angeles,  Cal. ;  Elizabeth  married 
T.  A.  Southworth,  and  lives  in  Coventry ville. 
N.  Y. 

He  of  wiiom  we  write  was  but  eleven  years  old 
when  his  father  died,  and  his  mother  was  left  with 
little  means.  Her  eldest  son  being  a  soldier  in  tlie 
Mexican  War,  and  her  second  son  an  apprentice. 
our  subject,  thus  early  in  life,  not  only  had  to  eai  n 
his  own  living,  but  also  to  assist  in  the  support  of 
other  members  of  the  famil}'.  Even  then  he  dis- 
played marked  self-reliance  and  a  good  capacity 
for  work,  doing  well  and  with  a  will  whatever  he 
found  to  do,  being  mostly  em|iloyed  at  farming 
and  gardening,  gleaning  his  education  when  and 
where  he  could,  attending  school  as  opportunitj^ 
offered  in  the  winter  season.  In  18,5.3  he  com- 
menced to  learn  the  printer's  trade  in  tlie  town  of 
Greene,  and  continued  at  il  there   and  in   the  town 
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of  Noi'wiuh  a  [lart  of  tlie  time  for  the  ensuin"- 
three  .years.  When  his  brother  had  completed  his 
apprenticeship  he  joined  him  in-  the  business  of 
liouse  painting,  and  in  18.")6  he  and  two  of  his 
brothers  bought  a  farm  in  the  town  of  Maine, 
Broome  Co.,  N.  Y.,  which  they  sokl  two  years  later, 
and  our  subject  engaged  as  commercial  salesman 
for  a  crockery  house  in  Binghamton ;  and  was  at  the 
same  time  corresponding  editor  of  the  Binghamton 
Standard.  He  traveled  in  New  York  and  Pennsyl- 
vania in  that  capacity  till  January,  1866,  when, 
with  a  partner,  he  engaged  in  business  at  East  Sag- 
inaw, Mich.  In  August  of  the  same  year  he  sold 
out  to  his  partner,  and  came  to  Kansas  to  accept  the 
position  of  editor  of  the  Atchison  Daily  Fref 
Press,  and  six  months  later,  in  company  with 
Frank  A.  Root,  bought  the  office,  and  in  1867  put 
in  the  first  power  press  in  Atchison.  In  February, 
1868,  Mr.  Elliott  sold  his  interests  in  that  city  and 
came  to  Manhattan,  and  in  July  bought  the  Radical 
and  the  Independent,  two  weekly  papers,  and  in 
iSeptember  consolidated  them  under  the  name  of 
the  Manhattan  Standard.  He  edited  this  paper 
till  December,  1870,  when  he  sold  it  to  Albert  Grif- 
fin, and  the  name  was  changed  to  The  Nationalist. 
In  the  meantime  he  had  also  engaged  in  the  real  es- 
tate business,  and  pioneered  that  business  in  Man- 
hattan, and  is  still  the  leader  in  real  estate  in  that 
city.  He  has  for  twenty-one  years  been  agent  for 
the  lands  of  the  Kansas  Pacific  and  the  Union  Pa- 
cific Railroads.  In  1869  Mr.  Elliott  commenced 
the  publication  of  the  Manhattan  Homestead,  of 
which  we  have  before  spoken,  and  is  still  publish- 
ing it.  In  connection  with  his  other  business  he 
was  engaged  in  insurance  about  fifteen  years,  and 
built  up  an  extensive  business  which  he  sold  in 
1887.  In  1873  he  was  appointed  State  Agent  for 
the  sale  of  the  agricultural  college  lands,  holding 
tliat  office  till  1883,  and  during  that  time  he  sold 
upwards  of  60,000  acres.  In  1888,  in  company 
with  Major  N.  A.  Adams,  he  bought  a  tract  of  hind 
across  the  river  eastward  from  Manhattan,  and 
there  laid  out  the  manufacturing  village  of  Fair- 
mont, on  the  Rock  Island  and  Burlingame  Rail- 
ways, giving  a  tract  of  land  to  the  stove  foundry, 
and  another  to  the  creamery,  thus  encouraging  the 
establishment  of  substantial  industries,  and  so  pro- 


moting the  growth  of  Fairmont.  When  the  Man- 
hattan &  Northwestern  (Blue  Valley)  Railway 
Company  was  organized  he  was  elected  Secretary, 
and  later  President  of  the  company,  and  afterward 
appointed  Receiver  of  it;  and  during  that  time 
thirty- three  miles  was  graded,  and  seven  miles  of 
tlie  railway  were  ironed.  He  was  for  several  years 
President  of  the  Manhattan,  Alma  &  Burlingame 
Railway  Company  from  date  of  its  organization, 
and  was  instrumental  in  building  tbat  line. 

Mr.  Elliott  has  been  an  extensive  ti-aveler,  hav- 
ing visited  all  but  three  of  the  States  and  every 
Territory  in  the  Union.  In  188G  he  was  in  Eng- 
land on  business,  and  took  the  opportunity  to  make 
quite  an  extended  tour  through  several  European 
countries.  He  sailed  from  Hull  in  July,  and  first 
landed  in  Trondhjem,  Norway,  and  thence  pro- 
ceeded to  North  Cape,  the  most  northern  point  in 
Europe.  During  that  trip  he  witnessed  what  to  us 
of  the  temperate  zone  seems  phenomenal,  the  sun 
above  the  horizon  for  eight  days,  visible  the  entire 
time  except  when  obscured  by  clouds.  Mr.  Elliott 
also  visited  St.  Petersburg,  Moscow  and  other 
points  of  interest  in  Russia,  Germany,  Belgium 
and  France,  returning  thence  to  Loudon.  While 
abroad  he  wrote  graphic  descriptions  of  his  trav- 
els to  tlie  Topeka  Commonivealt/i,  of  which  he  has 
been  a  correspondent  since  coming  to  Kansas,  and 
his  -'Notes  by  the  Way,"  signed  L.  R.  E.,  were 
read  with  eager  interest  by  his  many  friends 
throughout  the  State,  who  thus  followed  in  their 
minds  his  journeyings  from  point  to  point. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Elliott  with  Miss  Emeline 
F.  Bowen  was  solemnized  Dec.  27,  1859.  She  is  a 
native  of  the  town  of  German,  Chenango  Co.  N. 
Y.,  and  a  daughter  of  Nelson  and  Margaret  Bow- 
en.  Tiieir  marriage  has  been  blessed  to  them  by 
the  birth  of  three  children^Nellie  F.,  Fred  B., 
Albert  R. 

Of  wide  experience,  and  an  exceptional  career 
in  life,  Mr.  Elliott's  course  has  marked  him  as  a 
man  of  extraordinary  executive  ability,  of  great 
business  talent  and  a  financier  of  high  order.  At 
the  head  of  many  and  varied  trusts,  he  has  never 
used  his  office  to  further  private  ends,  but  through 
all  these  years  has  borne  an  unsullied  reputation 
as  a  man  of  keen  honor  and    unswerving  probity. 
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Although  he  has  alwaj'S  been  interested  in  public 
affairs,  yet  lie  has  never  been  a  politician  nor  a 
candidate  for  civic  offices.  He  is  at  present  a 
member  of  the  City  Council,  to  which  he  was  both 
nominated  and  elected  while  absent  from  the  city, 
lie  declined  the  nomination  to  the  New  York  As- 
sembly in  1865,  wlien  the  nomination  was  equiva- 
lent to  election.  In  1884  he  was  desired  by  the 
Prohibitionists  of  Kansas  to  l)e  their  standard 
l)earer  for  the  Governorship,  l)ut  he  refused  to  let 
his  name  go  before  the  peo))le.  He  and  his  wife 
are  among  the  leading  members  of  the  Methodist 
Cliurch,  of  which  he  is  Trustee  and  Steward.  He 
lias  been  an  ardent  worker  in  the  Sunday-school, 
and  has  served  as  Superintendent  both  in  Bing- 
hamton,  N.  Y..  and  in  this  State,  and  is  a  member 
of  tlie  State  Sunday-school  Association,  and  was  the 
delegate  from  Kansas  to  the  International  Conven- 
tion, at  Atlanta,  Ga.,  in  1878.  He  has  always  been 
an  earnest  advocate  of  temperance  both  in  word 
and  deed,  and  is  twice  Past  Grand  Worthy  Patri- 
arch of  the  Sons  of  Temperance,  in  Kansas,  and  a 
member  of  the  National  Division,  Sons  of  Tem- 
|)oiance,  and  a  member  of  the  Kansas  State  Union, 
of  which  he  was  also  ^'ice-President  for  several 
years,  during  tlie  campaign  for  proliibilion.  lie 
lins  never  used  tobacco  in  any  form. 


'<II^*^^P^^i^ 
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ILLIAM  SILVER,  of  Morganville,  is  one 
of  those  men  of  wliom  it  may  be  truly 
said,  he  has  not  lived  in  vain.  Nature 
endowed  him  with  the  best  qualities  of  human 
character,  those  elements  of  honesty,  integrit}'  and 
contempt  of  a  mean  action,  which  have  ever  main- 
tained him  in  a  high  position  among  his  fellow 
citizens  as  one  worthy  of  their  utmost  confidence 
and  esteem.  He  is  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of 
Clay  Count3',  with  whose  interests  he  has  been  per- 
sonally identified  since  it  became  a  community  of 
men  struggling  for  an  existence  on  the  frontier. 
His  industry,  courage  and  endurance  in  the  early 
days  proved  a  stimulus  to  many  a  man  around 
him,    cheering    the     faint    hearted    and    enabling   i 


them  to  imitate  his  example  of  patience  and 
perseverance. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Greene 
County,  Ohio,  and  when  about  three  years  old  was 
taken  by  his  parents— Joseph  C.  and  Margaret 
(Mills)  Silver— to  the  vicinity  of  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind., 
where  they  lived  a  few  years,  the  father  engaged 
in  carpentering.  About  1855  they  changed  their 
residence  to  Bluffton.  Wells  County,  that  State, 
where  they  have  since  lived.  Both  are  natives  of 
New  Jersey.  The  maternal  grandmother  of  our 
subject  died  at  the  home  of  her  daughter,  Mrs. 
Silver,  after  reaching  the  advanced  age  of  ninetv- 
six  years. 

Mr.  Silver  spent  his  early  years  under  the  paren- 
tal roof  and  in  tlie  fall  of  I860,  in  company  with 
his  brother,  Philip,  fitted  up  teams  and  went  up  tiie 
river  on  a  buffalo  hunt,  until  reaching  the  line  of 
Northern  Nebraska,  being  gone  about  six  weeks. 
During  the  time  they  killed  about  sixty  buffaloes, 
besides  a  large  number  of  elk  and  antelopes.  Buffa- 
loes were  not  seen  in  Clay  County,  Kan.,  with  the 
exception  of  an  occasional  strayer,  after  1857,  but 
elk,  deer  and  antelopes  were  quite  numerous  later 
than  that  and  one  day,  in  the  fall  of  18G5,  Mr. 
Silver  killed  four  wild  turkeys  in  his  door  yard. 

Sojourning  in  Indiana  until  the  spring  of  1857 
young  Silver  then  came  to  Kansas  and  in  the  spring 
of  1858  preempted  160  acres  of  land  in  Clay 
County.  This  occui)ied  the  southwest  quarter  of 
section  33,  Sherman  Township,  and  he  put  up  a  log 
cabin.  12  x  14  feet  square  in  which  he  kept  bache- 
lor's hall  until  acquiring  a  clear  title  to  his  prop- 
erty. He  was  then  obliged  to  Lave  money  to  carry 
oil  its  improvement,  and  in  July,  1859,  he  went 
into  Riley  County,  the  nearest  place  where  he  could 
obtain  work.  When  on  his  place  his  nearest  neigh- 
bor was  twenty  miles  away  and  the  Indians  fre- 
quently encamped  thirty  miles  np  the  river.  Many 
of  them  were  civilized  and  friendly,  although  they 
made  occasional  visits  to  scare  the  settlers  who  had 
come  in  a  little  earlier. 

When  coming  to  this  region  Mr.  Silver  had  a 
capital  of  $42,  but  when  settling  on  his  claim,  had 
about  $100.  During  the  summer  of  1858  a  few 
people  came  into  that  vicinity.  Mr.  Silver  worked 
ill  Riley  County  during  the  winter  of  18.')>s  and  the 
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following  spring  riggL-il    up  a  team   of  oxen  and 
joined  a  wagou  train  going  to  Pike's  Peak.   He  took   j 
tools  ill  his  wagon  and  worked   at    blacksinithing   j 
which  he  had  learned  in  Indiana,  remaining  at  the    ! 
Peak   until  the  fall  of  1859.     Then   returning  to 
Clay  County,  this  State,  he  sojourned   here   but  a 
short  time,  after  which  he  spent  the  winter  in  Riley 
County.     He  returned  to  his  new  farm  in  the  spring   ] 
of  1860,  where  he  spent  the  summer,  plowing  and    1 
improving    his    land.     He  and    a    hired    man    oc- 
cupied themselves  in  making  fencing  and  planted 
eight  acres  of  Indian  corn,  besides  breaking  thirt3' 
acres  and  planting  it  with  prairie  corn.     The  corn 
raised  on  the  thirty  acres  made  one  dinner  for  four 
persons,   the   season  being  vevy  dry  and    nothing 
growing.     Mr.  Silver  had  also  that  same  season  an 
acre  and  three-fourths  sown  in  wheat  which  yielded 
him  eight  bushels.     This  was  threshed  with  a  flail 
and  the  chaff  blown  off  by  shaking  the  wheat  and 
chaff  on  a  sheet  in  tiie  wind. 

During  the  second  year  of  the  Civil  War  Mr. 
Silver  concluded  that  it  was  his  duty  to  assist  in 
the  preservation  of  the  Union,  and  in  August,  1862 
he  enlisted  in  Company  G.  11th  Kansas  Cavalry, 
and  served  two  years  ahd  eight  months,  receiving 
his  honorable  discharge  May  "24,  1865.  He  met 
the  enemy  in  battle  at  Prairie  Grove  and  followed 
up  the  rebel  general.  Price  in  his  raid  into  Missouri 
and  along  the  Kansas  line,  participating  in  the  three 
day's  fight  which  followed.  Then  returning  to 
Ft.  Leavenworth,  his  company  was  made  an  escort 
to  Gen.  Curtis.  Mr.  Silver  for  some  time  operated 
as  the  company's  blacksmith. 

In  the  meantime,  while  still  a  soldier,  Mr.  Silver 
was  married  while  home  on  a  furlough,  April  1863, 
to  Miss  Lucinda,  daughter  of  David  Edelbhite,  one 
of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Riley  County,  Kan.  Mrs. 
Silver  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  in  1845  and  came 
to  the  West  with  her  parents  when  quite  young. 
She  sojourned  with  her  parents  during  the  absence 
of  her  husband  in  the  army  and  when  he  returned 
to  the  ranks  of  civil  life,  they  located  upon  their 
new  farm  and  put  up  another  cabin  to  supply  the 
place  of  the  first  one  which  had  been  burned  in  a 
prairie  fire.  They  lived  there  a  number  of  years 
and  then  Mr.  Silver  homesteaded  eighty  acres  one 
half  mile  east,  which  they  occupied  until  about  1882. 


That  year  he  removed  to  Morganville,  of  which 
he  has  since  been  a  resident.  His  farm  proper  in- 
cludes 1,100  acres  in  the  vicinitj'  of  Morganville, 
besides  the  comfortable  town  residence  which  he 
now  occupies. 

Mr.  Silver,  in  1886,  invested  a  part  of  his  prop- 
erty in  a  stock  of  general  merchandise  in  which  he 
has  since  conducted  a  successful  trade.  He  was 
one  of  the  men  instrumental  in  the  incorporation 
of  the  city,  signing  the  petition,  and  has  served  as 
a  member  of  the  City  Council.  He  assisted  in  the 
organization  of  Clay  County  and  has  taken  an  active 
part  in  the  erection  of  church  and  school  buildings 
and  other  enterprises.  In  religion  he  and  his 
excellent  wife  are  identified  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  in  which  Mr.  Silver  officiates  as 
Steward  and  is  recognized  as  a  chief  pillar.  He 
belongs  to  George  B.  McClellan  Post,  No.  368,  also 
Morganville  Lodge,  No.  322.  I.  O.  O.  F.  The  four 
children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Silver  are  all  living 
and  named  respectively,  Marj'  E.,  Fred  C,  Lons- 
dale A',  and  Edna.  The  eldest,  Mary  E.,  is 
now  the  wife  of  G.  W.  Hayes,  a  resident  of  Mor- 
ganville, who  is  represented  elsewhere  in  this 
volume. 

For  the  erection  of  his  hewn  log  house  in  tlu> 
fall  of  1865  Mr.  Silver  transported  the  flooring 
from  Leavenworth.  The  shingles  were  manufac- 
tured from  a  saw  log  which  he  hauled  from  here 
to  Manhattan,  but  the  mill  was  not  running  so  he 
was  obliged  to  visit  that  place  the  second  time  be- 
fore getting  his  shingles.  It  must  be  remembered 
tiiat  this  was  in  the  absence  of  railroads  or  even 
well-regulated  wagon  roads,  thus  involving  a  long 
and  tedious  journey. 


'-^^^^^^^¥ft^^^ 


\T%^1IILIP  GUENTIIER.  This  enterprising 
I  Jj)  3'oung  German-American  citizen  is  carry- 
^Jf^  ing  on  the  old  homestead  of  his  father, 
|1\  who  is  deceased.  It  is  a  well-regulated 
farm,  240  acres  in  extent,  on  section  21,  Hanover 
Township,  Washington  County.  Our  subject  owns 
160  acres  in  Decatur  County.  His  thrift  and  in- 
dustry    have    long   been    recognized    among   the 


Farm    Residence  of  J enkin  vJones,  Sec  3G. Fa rmingtonTp, Washington  Co. 


"RE51DENCE0F  Martin  5chropp,Sec  23    Charleston  Tp  Washington  Co 


Residenceof  Henry  Schroder, 5ec.21. Hanover TpYV'ashington  Co. 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


495 


people  of  liis  community,  where  he  is  held  in  high 
respect.  He  h:is  a  nice  family,  including  bis  aged 
mother,  for  whom  he  cares  with  the  most  filial  af- 
fection. A  man  honest  and  upright  in  all  his 
transactions,  he  represents  in  a  marked  degree  the 
intelligence  and  worth  which  form  the  basis  of  all 
good  society. 

A  native  of  Hamilton  County,  Ohio,  the  subject  of 
this  sketcii  was  born  June  17,  1857,  and  is  the  son 
of  Conrad  and  Margaret  (Firnazel)  Guenther,  who 
were  born  in  the  Kingdom  of  Saxon}-,  Gernian3% 
and  were  there  reared  and  married.  The  wedding 
took  place  in  1854,  and  immediately  afterward  they 
set  sail  for  America.  They  had  no  worldly  posses- 
sions except  their  strong  hands  and  courageous 
hearts,  and  when  landing  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  were 
¥25  in  debt.  They  at  once  sought  employment, 
tlie  young  wife  working  with  her  husband,  and  for 
a  year  they  labored  earnestly  to  earn  a  living.  In 
aue  time  they  removed  to  a  farm  nine  miles  north 
of  Cincinnati,  where  they  lived  for  thirteen  years. 
They  commenced  with  a  horse  which  cost  them 
$3,  and  a  plow,  for  which  they  paid  twenty-five 
cents.  In  due  time,  however,  their  perseverance 
and  industry  met  with  the  usual  reward.  Upon 
first  leaving  the  farm,  they  took  up  tiieir  abode  in 
Heading,  Ohio,  where  they  sojourned  three  3'ears, 
then  returned  to  the  same  farm,  where  tiiey  re- 
mained nine  years.  During  the  progress  of  the 
Civil  AVarthey  began  to  gain  a  foothold  financially, 
and  at  one  time  raised  ten  acres  of  potatoes,  which 
they  sold  at  $5  per  barrel.  Other  things  were  in 
proportion,  and  the  result  was  that  they  were  en- 
abled to  save  enough  money  to  clear  oft'  a  debt  of 
$1,200.  and  purchase  a  good  team  of  horses  be- 
sides. They  lived  upon  that  farm  eight  years  after 
tiieir  second  removal  to  it. 

Tlie  parents  of  Mr.  Guentiier  came  to  Kansas  in 
1878,  and  the  father  purchased  the  farm  now 
owned  by  the  widow  and  children.  He  gradually 
retired  from  active  labor,  and  departed  this  life 
Dec.  26,  1888,  after  having  reached  his  threescore 
and  ten  years.  He  was  a  man  honest  and  upright 
in  all  his  dealings,  kindly  and  generous,  and  was 
universally  respected.  He  lived  quietly  and  unos- 
tentatiously, at  peace  with  his  neighbors,  and  his 
name  was  held  in  kindly    remembrance   h\  all   who 


)y   his  son, 
more   than 


Philip,  who 
)rdinary  at- 


knew  him.  and  especially 

j   possessed  for    his  father  a 

j    tachment. 

Mr.  Guenther,  our  subject,   was    given    a  good 

I   education  in  his  youth,  but  at  the  age  of  nineteen 

j  years  suffered  from  a  severe  attack  of  smallpox, 
and  upon  his  recovery  he  had  no  recollection  of 
anything  that  he  had  learned  yniov  to  this  time.  He 
thus  was  obliged  to  acquire  his  education  over 
again,  and  although  perhaps  not  spending  as  many 
years  as  before  in  the  schoolroom,  he  has,  by  a 
course  of  reading,  become  well  informed,  and  is 
more  than  ordinarily  intelligent.  He  was  always  a 
good  son  to  his  parents,  obedient  and  dutiful,  and 
gave  them  all  his  earnings  until  advancing  years 
caused  them  to  turn  over  to  him  the  business  and 
the  management  of  the  farm. 

On  the  16th  of  April,'l884,  occurred  the  mar- 
riage of  Philip  Guenther  with  Miss  FAi/.a,  daughter 
of  William  and  Dorothea  (Myer)  Holce.  The  par- 
ents of  Mrs.  Guenther  were  natives  of  Hanover, 
(Germany,  and  when  emigrating  to  America  set- 
tled in  Cook  County,  III.  They  are  now  quite 
well  advanced  in  years,  and  make  their  home  with 
one  of  their  married  daughters.  Mrs.  Guenther 
was  the  fourth  in  their  family  of  five  children,  and 
was  born  in  Cook  County,  111.,  Aug.  19,  1866.  She 
received  a  common-school  education,  and  remained 
a  member  of  the  parental  household  until  her  mar- 
riage. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Guentiier  are  members  in 
good  standing  of  the  German  Lutheran  Church,  at 
Hanover,  and  Mr.  Guenther,  politically,  is  a  straight 
Repulilicau.  taking  an  active  interest  in  the  success 
of  his  party.  The  Guenther  homestead  is  well-im- 
proved, with  a  good  house  and  barn,  and  all  other 
appurtenances.  There  is  an  orchard  of  150  fruit 
trees,  besides  250  grape  vines,  and  the  smaller 
varieties  of  fruits  are  abundant  in  tiieir  season. 
Stock-growing  forms  a  part  of  the  farm  o|)era- 
tions,  Mr.  Guenther  keeping  a  goodly  number  of 
horses,  cattle  and  swine. 

The  Guenther  farm  lies  one  and  a  half  miles 
southeast  of  Hanover  in  a  pleasant  locality,  and 
the  manner  in  which  it  is  kept  up  speaks  well  for 
the  owners.  The  ])arents  of  Mr.  (Juenther  endured 
all  the  hardships  and  privations  of  life  in  a  new 
country  when  coming   to   Kansas,  and   their  names 
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are  worthy  of  record  among  the  pioneers  who  ven- 
tured upon  the  frontier  and  opened  tlie  way  for 
those  who  followed. 


jjp^IMEON  M.  FOX  came  to  Manhattan  in 
^^^  1866,  when  the  city  was  still  in  its  infancy, 
[ll£_Jl)  and  has  ever  since  been  classed  anions'  its 
most  intelligent  and  progressive  cilizfiis. 
Soon  after  his  arrival  he  opened  a  book  store,  and 
has  ever  since  conducted  a  successful  business, 
his  neatly-appointed  establishment,  with  its  well- 
selected  assortment  of  reading  matter,  being  well 
patronized  by  the  many  cultured  and  literary  people 
of  the  city.  A  veteran  of  the  late  war,  in  which 
he  enlisted  in  1861,  when  still  a  college  boy,  his 
record  shows  him  to  have  been  a  brave  and  capable 
soldier,  who  from  a  private  in  the  ranks  rose  to  be 
a  commissioned  officer  in  his  regiment. 

Our  subject  comes  from  sturdy  New  England 
ancestry,  who  settled  in  Connecticut  in  Colonial 
times.  The  State  of  New  York  was,  however,  his 
birthplace,  he  having  been  born  in  the  town  of 
Lansing,  in  Tompkins  County,  Aug.  28,  1841.  His 
father,  Dana  Fox,  was  born  in  East  Haddam,  Conn., 
Jan.  16,  1795,  a  son  of  Moses  Fox,  of  the  same 
State.  The  family  came  to  America  at  a  very  early 
day.  Isaac  Fox  and  his  wife  Abigail  resided  at 
Medford,  Mass.,  as  early  as  1679,  at  which  date  the 
birth  of  their  first  child  was  recorded ;  he  was  un- 
doubtedly the  youngest  son  of  Thomas  and  Hannah 
(Brooks)  Fox,  of  Concord,  Mass.  (Thomas  Fox 
was  a  lineal  descendant  of  the  Rev.  John  Fox,  the 
famous  author  of  the  "Book  of  Martyrs.")  The 
children  of  Isaac  Fox  nearly  all  removed  to  Con- 
necticut, and  settled  at  Norwich,  Colchester  and 
New  London.  Ebenezer.  one  of  tlie  younger  chil- 
dren, settled  at  the  latter  place  as  early  as  1722.  In 
1732  he  removed  to  I^ast  Haddam,  where  he  died 
His  son  Ebenezer,  born  about  1720,  married  Esther 
Purple,  a  descendant  of  one  of  the  old  Connecticut 
families.  They  both  lived  to  the  age  of  ninety- 
five  years,  and  at  the  time  of  their  death  there  were 
living  about  ninety  of  their  descendants.  Moses 
Fox  was  their  youngest  son.  born  in  176.5;  he  mar- 
ried, in   1787,  Caroline  Mack,  a   daughter  of  Jolui 


and  Sarah  (Beckwith)  Mack.  John  Mack  descended 
from  Scottish  ancestry,  and  came  in  direct  line 
from  John  Mack,  who  resided  at  Salisbury,  Mass., 
as  early  as  1696.  Sarah  Beckwith,  the  mother  of 
Caroline,  was  a  daughter  of  Joseph  Beckwith,  of 
Lyme.  Conn.,  and  Sarah  (Willey)  Beckwith,  his 
wife.  The  parents  of  Joseph  were  Nathaniel  and 
Sarali  (lirockway)  Beckwith.  Tiie  Willeys  de- 
scended from  Isaac  Willey,  of  Boston,  as  early  as 
1G40.  In  1645  he  came  to  New  London,  Conn., 
in  company  with  John  Winthrop,  Jr.  Joseph 
Beckwith  lived  to  be  over  a  hundred  years  old.  and 
to  see  some  of  his  great-grandchildren's  children. 
Moses  Fox,  the  grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  a  wheelwright,  and  carried  on  his  trade 
at  East  Haddam.  While  on  a  visit  to  his  brother. 
Stedman,  who  was  one  of  the  pioneers  in  the  set- 
tlement of  the  great  State  of  New  York,  he  con- 
tracted the  seeds  of  what  was  then  known  as  the 
■•Genesee  fever,"  from  the  effects  of  which  he  died 
Feb.  7,  1813,  aged  forty-seven. 

Dana  Fox,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  a 
thoughtful,  studious  youth,  and  gained  a  good  edu- 
cation by  attending  the  public  schools  in  Connecti- 
cut, and  by  reading  good  literature  and  studying 
in  his  spare  time  when  the  schools  were  not  in  ses- 
sion. AVhen  a  young  man,  soon  after  the  death  of 
his  father,  he  went  to  Pennsylvania  and  took  up  a 
tract  of  land  near  Montrose.  He  resided  there 
about  two  years,  when  he  removed  to  New  York 
State,  where  he  joined  the  conference,  having  been 
converted  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  and  later  becom- 
ing a  preacher  of  the  Methodist  persuasion.  He  was 
soon  after  appointed  to  a  circuit,  and  became  one 
of  the  pioneer  circuit  riders  of  Central  and  Western 
New  York.  In  1856  he  came  to  Kansas,  traveling 
by  rail  to  St.  Louis,  then  the  terminus  of  Western 
railways;  tlience  he  came  to  Iowa  Point  by  river, 
and  after  looking  over  the  countrj',  decided  to  lo- 
cate at  Highland,  a  few  miles  from  the  river,  in 
Doniphan  County;  here  he  purchased  property, 
and  continued  to  reside  until  his  death,  which  look 
place  Aug.  17,  1876,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
one  years.  The  following  are  the  children  that 
blessed  the  wedded  life  of  himself  and  wife:  Jane, 
l,(,in  Jan.  23,  1825,  died  Feb.  16.  1842;  Dana  F., 
l)orn   Ai)ril    16,   1827,    was    murdered    near  High- 
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land,  Kan.,  Oct.  12,  1859;  Sophronia  (Mrs.  Nichols) 
born  March  9.  1829,  died  March  3,  1882;  George 
(t.,  born  March  2,  1832;  Charles  E..  March  13, 
1834;  Caroline,  born  April  24,  1537,  died  Jnly 
26,  1847;  Simeon's  birth  is  recorded  elsewhere. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  was  Jane  Strong.  She  was  born  in 
Milton  Township  (now  Lansing),  in  Tompkins 
County,  N.  Y.  She  came  from  a  long  line  of  not- 
able ancestry,  and  descended  fiom  .Tolm  .Strong, 
who  came  hither  in  very  early  colonial  days.  He 
was  born  in  Taunton,  Somersetshire,  England,  in 
1005.  and  on  the  20th  of  March,  1630,  accompanied 
by  his  sister  Eleanor,  he  set  sail  for  the  New  World 
from  Plymouth,  England,  in  the  ship  "Mary  and 
John,"  commanded  bj-  Capt.  Squeb.  The  pas- 
sengers were  landed  on  the  New  England  coast,  at 
the  place  where  is  now  located  the  town  of  Dor- 
chester, Mass.,  of  which  they  were  the  original 
founders.  The  wife  of  John  .Strong  eitlier  died  on 
the  passage  or  soon  after  the  landing,  and  he  mar- 
ried, for  a  second  wife,  Abigail  Ford,  daugliter  of 
Thomas  Ford,  who  came  over  in  the  same  vessel. 
From  Dorchester  he  removed  to  Taunton,  Mass., 
in  which  place  he  held  a  propriet.ir3'  right.  Later, 
he  was  associated  with  Henry  AVolcott,  the  ances- 
tor of  Roger  and  Oliver  Wolcott,  in  founding- 
Windsor,  Conn.  He  finally  settled  at  Northamp- 
ton, Mass.,  of  which  place  he  was  one  of  the  orig- 
inal founders.  Here  he  spent  the  rest  of  his  days, 
and  died  in  1676.  His  son,  Thomas  Strong,  by  his 
second  wife,  married  Rachel  Holton,  and  died  in 
1689.  Their  son,  Adino,  was  born  in  1676,  and 
died  in  1749,  leaving  one  son  of  the  same  name, 
who  was  born  in  1708,  and  died  in  1787.  Tiie 
maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Deborah  Prime. 
Their  son,  Benajah,  was  born  in  the  year  1 740, 
and  at  the  time  of  the  breaking  out  of  the  Revo- 
lution was  in  the  prime  of  life,  of  fine  i)hy- 
si([ue,  standing  six  feet  two  inches  in  his  stockings, 
a  stalwart,  resolute,  bold-spirited  man.  He  took 
an  active  part  in  the  war,  and  was  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  captain  in  his  regiment.  He  was  a  cousin 
of  the  martyr  patriot,  Nathan  Hale,  with  whom  he 
at  one  time  served.  Benajah  Strong  married  Jane 
Cochrane,  the  daughter  of  Samuel  Cochrane,  f)f 
Woodbury,    Conn..    Aflei-    her    death    he  married 


Abigail  Powers,  the  widow  of  Lemuel  Powers  and 
mother  of  Abigail  Powers,  who  became  the  wife  of 
President  Fillmore,  and  was  the  lady  of  the  White 
House  during  his  presidency.  After  the  war, 
Benajah  Strong  removed  from  Haddam,  Conn.,  to 
New  York,  and  settled  on  the  Hudson  River,  hav- 
ing received  from  the  Government  the  right  to 
operate  a  ferry  across  the  river  from  the  present 
site  of  Athens,  which  was  his  farm.  A  few  years 
later  he  sold  out  his  land,  and  started  westward; 
he  stopped  for  a  time  on  the  present  site  of  Ithaca, 
then  in  the  wilderness,  but  finding  the  location  to 
be  unhealthy,  he  removed  around  the  head  of  the 
Lake  to  higher  ground,  and  bought  a  large  tract  of 
land  from  the  Government  in  whiit  was  afterward 
the  township  of  Lansing.  Here  he  made  his  home 
until  death  called  him  hence,  at  the  age  of  ninety- 
six.  His  son,  Simeon  Prime  Strong,  was  born  &% 
Athens,  N.  Y.  In  1774  he  married  Pliebe  Good- 
win, a  daughter  of  William  and  Ruth  (Gibbs) 
Goodwin,  and  the  mother  of  our  subject  was  their 
eldest  child. 

Simeon  M.  Fox,  of  whom  we  write,  vvas  given 
the  advantages  of  a  liberal  education,  laying  the 
foundation  in  the  public  schools  of  Lansing.  Later, 
he  attended  the  High  School  at  Palmira,  N.  Y., 
whither  his  parents  had  removed  in  1853.  At  the 
.age  of  nineteen  he  entered  Genesee  College,  in 
Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  but  was  not  destined  to 
finish  the  course.  Summoned  home  to  Kansas,  dur- 
ing his  sophmore  year,  on  account  of  the  death  of 
his  mother,  he  decided  not  to  return.  It  was  in 
1861,  the  battles  of  Bull's  Run  and  Wilson  Creek 
had  been  fought,  every  able-bodied  man  in  Kan.sas 
wiis  enlisting  and  going  to  the  front,  and  he  joined 
the  throng.  He  enlisted,  Sept.  25,  1861,  as  a  pri- 
vate in  Company  C,  1st  Kansas  Cavalry,  which 
was  being  organized  at  Ft.  Leavenworth  by  Col. 
Jennison.  The  number  of  this  regiment  was  ch.anged 
later  to  the  7th,  and  was  known  as  the  7th  Kansas 
Cavahy.  or,  perhaps,  better  known  as  '•  The  Ja}-- 
hawkers."  This  regiment  saw  much  hard  service 
in  Missouri,  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Mississippi  and 
Alabama.  It  veteranized  in  December,  1863,  pre- 
serving its  full  regimental  organization,  and  was 
mustered  out  Sept.  29,  1865,  after  four  years  of 
active  service.  The  regiment  participated  in  nearlv 
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ninety  battles  and  skirmishes  in  tlie  "West,  among 
them  Corintii,  Tupelo,  Coffeeville,  Hurricane 
Creel<.  AV3'att's  Briilge,  luka,  Tallahatcliie,  Lamar^ 
and  in  numerous  other  hotly  contested  engage- 
ments. In  the  fall  of  1861  the  regiment  formed  a 
part  of  Gen.  (then  Col.)  Sheridan's  first  brigade. 
Our  subject  followed  the  regimentfaithfully  through 
these  trj-ing  years;  always  ready  for  duty,  lie  proved 
on  many  an  occasion  that  called  for  all  the  forti- 
tude, heroism  and  manliness  in  him,  that  he  pos- 
sessed the  spirit  of  a  true  soldier,  and  for  meritori- 
ous conduct  he  was  promoted  to  corporal,  sergeant- 
major,  and  adjutant  of  his  regiment. 

Mr.  Fox  has  been  twice  mai-ried,  first  to  Miss 
Ella  M.  Kimball,  of  New  Hampshire,  a  daughter  of 
Joseph  L.  and  Harriet  (Putnam)  Kimball.  (Mrs. 
Kimball  was  a  relative  of  Gen.  Israel  Putnam,  of 
Revolutionary  fame.)  After  a  few  years  of  happy 
wedded  life,  Mrs.  Fox  died,  leaving  one  child, 
Charles.  Mr.  Fox  was  married  to  his  present  wife 
in  September,  1876.  She  was  formerlj'  Miss  Esther 
Butler,  and  was  born  in  Crawford  County,  Pa.,  a 
daughter  of  Hiram  and  Mary  (Temple)  Butler. 
Three  children  have  been  horn  to  them:  Martha, 
Philip  and  Florence. 

Well  educated  and  of  good  principles,  receiving 
from  a  sterling  ancestry  the  heritage  of  an  honor- 
able character,  our  subject  is  well  thought  of  in  the 
social  and  business  circles  of  Manhattan.  He  is 
conueeted  with  the  following  societies:  Lafayette 
Lodge  No.  16,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.;  Manhattan  Chapter 
No.  14,  R.  A.  M.;  Topeka  Commandery  No.  5, 
and  Lew  Gove  Post  No.  100,  G.  A.  R.  Mrs.  Fox 
shares  the  esteem  in  which  her  husband  is  held. 
She  is  highly  educated  and  of  extensive  reading,  and 
is  an  agreeable  companion.  She  is  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

-^5 #M^. 5^ 


(F  ENRY  MOEHLMAN.  The  subject  of  this 
if^y  biographical  outline  was  the  first  man  to 
l^^  settle  in  the  Moehlman  Bottoms,  and  alter 
^p  whom  they  were  named.  He  is  one  of  the 
most  prosperous  farmers  of  this  region,  his  series  of 
well-tilled  fields  embraci.  g  160  acres,  upon  which 
he  h.is  instituted  modern  improvements,  including 


a  good  residence  and  all  the  necessary  outbuildings. 
He  has  accumulated  his  property  by  his  own  in- 
dustry, and  after  years  spent  in  hard  work  and 
economy  now  sits  under  his  own  vine  and  fig-tree 
practically  independent.  Kansas,  like  her  sister 
States,  has  been  developed  largely  through  the  ef- 
forts of  the  sons  of  the  Fatherland,  and  among 
them  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  was  born  in 
the  kingdom  of  Prussia,  in  182i).  His  father.  Fred- 
erick Moehlman,  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and 
is  now  deceased.  The  parental  family  consisted  of 
nine  children,  the  eldest  of  whom.  Mary,  Mrs. 
ftleyor,  together  with  her  brother  Casper,  remains 
a  resident  of  her  native  country.  William  emigrated 
to  America,  and  is  now  a  resident  of  Manhattan; 
he  is  married  and  has  a  family.  Louisa  became  the 
wife  of  Casper  Rosencritter.  and  died  in  1888,  leav- 
ing a  family  of  nine  children;  her  home  was  on  a 
farm  adjoining  that  of  her  brother.  Albine  re- 
mains in  Germany;  Herman  died  in  infancy,  and 
the  nest  child  born  was  also  named  Herman  and 
likewise  died. 

Young  Moehlman  remained  a  resident  of  his  na- 
tive province  until  a  youth  of  sixteen  years,  and 
then,  on  the  19tli  of  June,  1847,  set  out  for  Amer- 
ica, embarking  on  a  sailing  vessel  at  Bremen, 
which,  after  an  ocean  voyage  of  seven  weeks, 
landed  him  safely  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans. 
Thence  he  proceeded  to  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  where  he 
lived  seven  years  and  followed  steamboating  on 
the  Mississippi  River.  In  1854  he  came  to  Kansas, 
arriving  in  Manhattan  Township  on  the  17th  of 
June,  and  entering  160  acres  of  land,  from  which 
he  built  up  his  present  farm.  In  the  meantime, 
after  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War,  he  enlisted  as 
a  Union  soldier  In  Company  G,  11th  Kansas  In- 
fantry, in  which  he  served  three  years.  He  partici- 
pated in  the  battles  of  Cane  Hill,  Prairie  Grove, 
Van  Buren,  Ft.  ^"ain,  White  River  and  Cross  Hol- 
low, all  in  Arkansas,  and  was  also  in  Missouri.  He 
sufl'ered  the  usual  hardships  and  privations  inci- 
dent to  army  life,  but  escaped  wounds  and  capture, 
and  upon  receiving  his  honorable  discharge  re- 
turned unharmed  to  tlie  peaceful  pursuits  of  civil 
life. 

When  leaving  the  army  Mr.  Moehlman  sought 
his  old  haunts  in  Manhattan  Townsliip,  and  in  Sep- 
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teinber,  1866,  was  married  to  Miss  Anna  Fogle- 
saiig.  a  native  of  his  own  country.  Tiiere  were 
born  to  tiiem  six  oliiklren.  viz.:  llenrv;  Hannah, 
who  died  in  infancy;  Frederick;  ilcriiiaii.  who 
died  wlien  two  years  old  ;  Cliarl;  s  and  Herman  (2d  ). 
Mrs.  Anna  Moehlraan  departed  lliis  life  at  lier 
lionie  in  Manhattan  Township,  in  the  fall  of  1877, 
aged  forty-eight  years.  Mr.  Moehlmaii  is  a  Repub- 
lican in  politics  and  a  member  in  good  standing  of 
the  Lutheran  Church.  He  belongs  to  Manhattan 
Post,  No.  100,  G.  A.  R.  For  some  time  after 
coming  to  this  State  he  freighted  to  Big  Timber 
and  other  points  on  the  plains. 


0—    WKN  E.  EDGERTON.  Mavor  of  Randolph. 
1  Riley    County,  is  a  prominent  professional 
man  and  a  leading  citizen  of  this  citj'.     He 

is  a  physician  and  surgeon  of  both  theoretical  and 
practical  ability,  and  since  his  location  here  in  De- 
cember 1885,  he  has  built  up  an  excellent  practice. 
His  energy  and  perseverance  have  slood  him  in 
good  stead,  and  his  professional  knowledge  Ijecom- 
ing  known,  he  has  a  growing  reputation  in  his  pro- 
fession. He  was  elected  to  the  mayoralty  in  the 
spring  of  1887,  and  is  serving  in  a  manner  credit- 
able to  himself  and  satisfactory  to  his  constituents. 
He  is  examining  physician  for  the  Massachusetts 
Mutual  Insurance  Companjs  the  Covenant  Mutual 
Insurance  Company  of  Galesburg,  111.,  the  North- 
western of  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  the  Mutual  Life  In- 
surance of  New  York,  and  the  Endowment  Rank  of 
the  Knights  of  Pythias. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  are  now  living  in 
Center  Township.this  county,  where  the  father,  Hon. 
A.S.  Edgertoii.  is  a  prominent  and  influential  citizen. 
He  was  born  in  the  Hoosier  State,  whence  moving  to 
Iowa,  he  located  in  Guthrie  County  and  engaged  in 
farming.  In  1859  he  came  to  Kansas,  first  settling 
near  Ft.  Riley,  where  he  tilled  the  soil  until  1861, 
when  he  moved  to  Iowa  and  one  j-ear  later  leaving 
his  famil\-  comfortably  situated,  enlisted  in  the  de- 
fence of  the  Union.  He  was  enrolled  in  the  29tli 
Iowa  Infantry,  taking  part  in  all  the  battles  of  his 
regiment  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  then 
returned  to  this  State,  and  continued  his  farming  op- 


erations ne.ar  Ft.  Riley  until  1866,  when  he  removed 
to  the  place  which  he  now  occupies.  He  home- 
steaded  and  purchased  land  until  his  possessions 
amounted  to  320  acres,  all  of  which  is  now  well  im- 
proved and  thoroughly  cultivated.  He  is  a  strong 
Republican,  and  represented  his  district  in  the  State 
Legislature  in  1876-77. 

Hon.  A.  S.  Edgerton  married  Melissa  Osborn, 
who  was,  like  himself,  a  native  of  the  Hoosier  State. 
Her  father,  O.  E.  Osborn,  is  an  agriculturist,  and 
after  having  followed  that  occupation  for  some 
years  in  Indiana,  went  to  Iowa  in  quite  an  early  day. 
In  1859  he  came  to  this  State,  and  is  numbered 
among  the  pioneers  of  Riley  County,  now  owning 
;520  acres  of  valuable  land  in  Center  Township. 
He  has  been  County  Commissioner  of  this  county. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  S.  Edgerton  are  active  members 
of  the  United  Brethren  Church,  he  being  a  Class- 
Leader.  They  are  the  parents  of  ten  children:  .1. 
B.  a  farmer  in  Center  Township;  Lydia,  now  de- 
ceased: O.  E.  our  subject;  J.  E.,  principal  of  the 
High  .School  at  White  City,  Kan.;  D.  C,  deceased; 
Nellie,  now  Mr.s.  Gridlev,  residing  at  home;  Wil- 
liam, who  is  teaching  in  Center  Township;  and 
Thomas,  Solomon  and  Harvey  at  home. 

Dr.  Edgerton  was  born  in  Dalmanutha,  Guthrie 
Co.,  Iowa,  Oct.  21,  1857,  and  two  years  after 
his  birth  was  brought  by  his  parents  to  this  State, 
the  journey  being  m.ade  by  wagon  and  the  country 
being  then  wild  and  open,  abounding  in  game  and 
Indians.  Our  subject  was  early  set  to  work  on  the 
farm,  assisting  to  improve  and  cultivate  it.  The 
first  school  he  attended  was  held  in  a  log  house  on 
Fancy  Creek,  the  pupils  occupying  slab  benches. 
He  remained  under  the  parental  roof  until  sixteen 
years  of  age,  when  he  obtained  a  position  as  clerk 
in  a  general  store  at  May  Day.  There  he  remained 
until  nineteen  years  old,  when  he  spent  a  short 
period  in  attendance  at  Lane  University'.  On  ac- 
count of  ill  health  he  was  forced  to  abandon  his 
studies  and  return  to  his  father's  home  where  he 
remained  until  1877.  He  next  spent  some  three 
months  in  Iowa,  and  again  settled  down  to  runil 
life  on  the  home  farm. 

Dr.  Edgerton  had  always  had  a  leaning  towaid 
the  profession  of  medicine,  and  when  twenty-two 
years  old  he   began  its  study,  his  preceptors  beine 
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Drs.  Lyman  and  Ward,  with  whom  he'readlfor  two 
years.  In  the  fall  of  1881  he  entered  the  college  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons  at  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  gradu- 
ating in  the  spring  of  1884  with  the  honors  of  his 
class.  He  first  went  to  Parkerville,  Kan.,  where  he 
practiced  for  eighteen  months,  removing  thence  to 
May  Day,  and  after  a  few  months  sojourn  there. 
the  railroad  having  been  constructed  through  this 
place,  he  located  here  as  before  mentioned.  T'he 
summer  of  1888  was  spent  by  him  in  New  Yorlv 
City,  where  lie  took  a  post  graduate  course  in  his 
profession. 

The  rites  of  wedlock  were  celebrated  in  May 
Day  on  May  15,  1C85,  between  Dr.  Edgerton  and 
Miss  Rachael  Bacon.  The  bride  is  a  daughter  of 
Joseph  and  Mona  Bacon  of  Canada,  who  came  to 
this  State  and  county  in  1882.  the  father  engaging 
in  farming  in  May  Day,  where  he  subsequently 
died.  The  mother  still  resides  on  the  home  farm. 
To  Dr.  Edgerton  and  his  charming  wife  two  chil- 
dren have  been  born :  they  are  named  Paul  and 
Lyla. 

Dr.  Edgerton  is  a  straight  Republican,  his  vote 
and  his  personal  influence  being  always  cast  in 
favor  of  the  principles  which  he  believes  to  be  best 
adapted  to  the  interests  of  our  Nation.  He  owns 
two  lots  in  Randolph  and  a  pleasant  residence  built 
b}^  himself.  He  is  a  man  of  excellent  moral  char- 
acter, of  affable  manners,  and  is  personality  a  fine 
looking  gentleman. 


JAJklES  C.  McCURDY.  Notary  Public,  and 
for  seven  j'ears  Justice  of  the  Peace  in 
Goshen  Township,  and  filling  the  same  posi- 
tion four  years  in  Clay  Center,  is  one  of  the 
oldest  settlers  of  Clay  County,  having  come  to  this 
region  in  March,  1869.  In  fact  he  assisted  in  the 
organization  of  the  township  and  gave  to  it  its 
present  name.  There  were  then  only  seven  fam- 
ilies within  its  limits,  bearing  the  names,  respect- 
ively, of  Surrier,  Frazier,  Scliaubel,  Hemerich, 
Gray,  Pickett  and  Wolcott. 

Mr.  McCurdy  took  up  a  tract  of  new  Ir.nd  on 
sections  4  and  6,  where  he  proceeded  to  open  up  a 
l:irm.    He  was  at  once  recognized  as  a  valued  addi- 


tion to  the  community,  in  which  he  made  himself 
useful,  assisting  in  the  organization  of  the  first 
school  district.  No.  20,  and  laid  off  another  from 
it,  No.  24.  He  was  the  fir.st  Clerk  of  the  1st  and 
2d  districts,  and  circulated  the  petition  for  the 
new  townshij),  named  Goshen.  In  1876  he  was  ap- 
pointed Postmaster  at  Carter  Creek,  and  was  the 
first  man  occupying  this  position  on  the  mail  route 
after  it  was  established  between  Clay  Centre  and 
Waterville.  In  1875  he  was  elected  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  and  he  held  both  of  these  offices  until  his 
removal  to  Clay  Center  in  1882.  This  removal  was 
made  in  order  to  give  his  children  a  better  educa- 
tion tlian  they  could  receive  in  the  country. 

Mr.  McCurdy  made  the  usual  improvements  on 
his  farm,  setting  out  fruit  and  forest  trees  and 
erecting  the  buildings  required  for  the  comfort  of 
his  family,  likewise  those  necessary  for  the  success- 
ful prosecution  of  agriculture.  After  his  removal 
to  Clay  Center  he  was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
and,  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  this  office 
acquitted  himself  with  great  credit,  and  gave  gen- 
eral satisfaction  to  the  people.  In  addition  to  this 
he  engaged  in  the  real  estate  and  loan  business,  but 
at  the  present  time  is  gradually  retiring  fro7n  the 
active  labors  of  life.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Education  two  terms  and  represented  the 
Fourth  Ward  in  the  City  Council.  The  fact  that 
he  is  uniformly  well  spoken  of  by  his  fellow- 
townsmen  is  sufficient  indication  of  his  true  charac- 
ter. He  has  taken  a  warm  interest  in  the  prosper- 
ity of- Clay  Center,  and  has  been  the  encourager  of 
the  enterprises  calculated  for  its  advancement.  He 
was  regularly  installed  as  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 
Nov.  10,  1849,  at  York,  Pa.,  and  has  since  then 
continued  his  connection  with  the  order  a  period 
of  forty  years.  He  also  belongs  to  the  G.  A.  R. 
and  the  Knights  of  Maceabee. 

A  native  of  Lancaster,  Pa.,  Mr.  McCurdy  was 
born  Feb.  14,  1827.  and  lived  there  until  a  lad  of 
eleven  years.  He  removed  then  with  his  parents 
to  Y'ork,  Pa.,  where  he  attained  to  a  worthy  man- 
liood  and  acquired  a  practical  education  in  the 
common  school.  At  the  age  of  twenty-three  years  he 
was  married,  Dec.  25,  1850,  to  Miss  Mary  Kauffman. 
and  they  remained  residents  of  York  until  the  fol- 
lowing year  when  they  removed  to  Goshen,  Ind.  Mr. 
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McCuvdy.  at  the  age  of  seventeen  vcmis,  I'oiiiinciu'od 
learning  tlie  trade  of  a  tanner  and  cMriirr.  wliich  he 
fcjHoweil  until  after  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War. 

On  the  22d  of  August,  1862,  IMr.  McCurdy  en- 
tered the  Union  army  as  a  member  of  Comijany  B. 
2',ttii  Indiana  Infantry,  wliich  was  assig:ned  to  the 
Army  of  the  Cumberland.  He  soon  saw  the  smoke 
of  battle  and  participated  in  the  following  important 
engagements:  Lavergne,  Liberty  Gap,  Chieka- 
mauga,  Missionary  Ridge,  the  siege  of  Nashville, 
and  minor  engagements  and  skirmishes.  Some  time 
after  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  enlistment,  and 
after  the  close  of  the  war,  he  was  mustered  out  at 
Marietta,  Ga.,  Dec.  2,  1865.  In  the  meantime  his 
bravery  and  fidelity  to  duty  had  caused  his  promo- 
tion to  the  rank  of  First  Lieutenant  and  Regimental 
Quartermpster.  His  excellent  constitution  carried 
him  through  without  a  day's  illness,  and  he  was 
neither  captured  nor  wounded.  He  looks  with  par- 
donable pride  upon  his  armj^  experience  and  feels 
that  satisfaction  only  experienced  by  the  true  pat- 
riot in  knowing  that  he  assisted  in  the  preservation 
of  the  I'nion. 

After  the  close  of  tiie  war  Mr.  BlcCurdy  retui-ned 
to  Goshen.  Ind.,  and,  in  partnership  with  .Samuel 
O.  Gregory,  the  Colonel  of  his  old  regiment,  em- 
barked in  the  lumber  business,  and  was  thus  occu- 
pied until  1868.  The  following  year  found  him 
upon  the  soil  of  Kansas,  where  he  has  since  remained. 
To  him  and  his  estimable  wife  there  have  been 
born  seven  children,  five  of  whom  are  living, 
namely:  Jennie,  James  C,  Byron  E.,  Horace  A.  and 
Frances  V.  The  eldest  son  accompanied  Gen. 
Grant  around  the  world.  He  is  now  officiating  as 
clerk  in  the  Philadelphia  Post-office  and  drawing  a 
liber.al  salary;  Byron  is  a  resident  of  Goshen  Town- 
ship, Clay  County;  Horace  is  in  the  Philadelphia 
post-office  with  his  brother.  The  two  daughters 
.acquired  a  liberal  education  and  occupy  themselves 
as  teachers. 

Daniel  McCurdy,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
likewise  a  native  of  Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  where 
he  spent  his  youthful  years  and  was  married  and 
reared  his  children.  In  1838  he  removed  to  York 
County,  where  he  spent  his  Last  days,  dying  in  1881, 
at  tlie  advanced  age  of  eighty -seven.  His  wife, 
who  in  her  girlhood  was  Miss  Margaret  Curran, 


was  a  native  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  and  when 
(|uite  young  removed  with  her  parents  to  Philadel- 
phia. Pa.,  living  there  .and  in  L.ancaster  County 
until  lier  marriage.  She  passed  away  prior  to  the 
decease  of  her  husband,  dying  in  1872,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-two  years.  The  p.arental  family  in- 
cluded three  children  only,  of  whom  James  C,  our 
subject,  wfis  the  eldest  born;  John  died  in  Pennsyl- 
vania when  about  seventeen  years  old  ;  Sarah.  Mrs. 
Frv,  died  in  Wrightville,  Pa. 

Mrs.  Miu-y  (Kauffman)  McCurdy  was  born  at 
Windsor,  York  Co.,  P.i.,  J.an.  29,  1827,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  Kauffman,  who 
for  many  years  lived  on  a  farm  in  York  County. 


I  OHX  M.  Mccormick.     The  ••  old  settler  " 
I    is  .alw.ays  <an  object  of  interest  to  the  intelli- 


I 

l|  gent  public.  The  pioneers  of  Kansas  became 
1^/7  a  peculiar  people  because  of  the  political 
troubles  occurring  during  the  period  of  its  early 
settlement,  in  addition  to  the  gr.asshopper  plague, 
tiie  drouth  and  other  disasters  which  befell  the  un- 
happy territory.  Fortunate  was  it  for  Kansas  that 
there  was  a  band  of  hardy  spirits  who  seemed  to 
pride  themselves  upon  being  able  to  overcome 
hardships  and  danger.  These  men  in  due  time  met 
their  reward  and  their  descendants  have  re.ason  to 
be  proud  of  their  record.  Among  those  thus  de- 
serving of  honorable  mention  is  John  M.  McCor- 
raick,  who  has  performed  his  part  well  in  the  growth 
and  development  of  that  which  is  now  one  of  the 
foremost  States  in  the  West.  Tlie  biographer  found 
liim  ple.as.antly  located  as  the  owner  of  a  good  farm 
on  section  32  in  Zeandale  Township,  and  gathered 
from  him  the  following  facts  in  relation  to  his 
history. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  son  of  Levi  Mc- 
Cormick,  who  was  born  in  the  eastern  part  of  Vir- 
ginia, where  he  was  reared  to  manhood  and  married 
MissPhebe  .Stuart.  The  mother  w.as  likewise  a  na- 
tive of  the  Old  Dominion  and  born  in  Frederick 
County.  After  marriage  the  parents  removed  to 
Wiiyne  County,  in  what  w.as  afterward  AVest  Vir- 
ginia, where  they  sojourned  until  called  hence. 
Their  family  consisted  of  eleven  children,  ten  of 
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whom  lived  to  mature  years,  and  of  whom  John  M. 
was  the  sixtli.  I 

Mr.  McCormick  was  born   in   Cable  County,  W.    j 
Va.,  Oct.  20.  1826,  and  lived  there  until  reaching    j 
man's  estate.     In  the  meantime  his  native  county    1 
was   divided,  and  that  part   which  embraced    his 
birthplace  was  laid  off  as  AVayne  County.     He  was 
reared  to  farming  pursuits  and  remained  in  Virginia    | 
until   18.53,  in  which  year  lie  set  out  for  the  (4reat   I 
West,  and  crossing  the  Mississippi  located  in  An- 
drew County,  Mo.     Not  being  quite  satisfied  with    j 
this  experiment,  he,  in  the  spring  of  1  8.55,  emigrated 
to  Kansas  and  settled  upon  a  claim   which  he  had    i 
made  on  Deep  Creek,  Zeandale  Township,  the  pre- 
vious autumn,  this  embracing  160  acres. 

Few  men  had  visited  this  region  at  that  time  and 
Mr.  McCormick  is  consequently  one  of  the  oldest 
settlers  of  Riley  County.  His  was  the  first  wagon 
track  across  the  old  Pottawatomie  Reserve.  He 
made  his  home  in  a  log  cabin  which  he  erected, 
and  commenced  the  cultivation  of  the  soil  with 
imperfect  implements  and  under  many  disadvant- 
ages. Laboring  early  and  late,  year  after  year,  his 
industry  finally  met  with  its  reward  in  the  opening 
up  of  a  good  farm,  which  in  later  years  he  devoted 
largely  to  stock-raising.  The  first  rude  dwelling 
was  abandoned  for  a  more  modern  residence,  and 
he  has  now  a  substantial  frame  dwelling  with  the 
various  other  improvements  wliich  time  and  means 
will  naturally  effect.  He  likewise  added  to  his 
landed  possessions  until  he  is  now  the  owner  of 
1,260  acres  and  turns  annually  into  the  county 
treasury  a  snug  sum  in  the  way  of  taxes.  His  live- 
stock includes  cattle,  horses  and  mules,  and  he  is 
enabled  to  exhibit  some  of  the  finest  animals  in 
Northern  Kansas. 

Mr.  McCormick  was  first  married  in  West  Vir- 
ginia, to  Miss  Nancy  M.  Hull,  who  was  born  in 
Ohio  but  reared  in  the  Old  Dominion.  She  bore 
her  husband  two  children,  who  died  when  quite 
young,  and  the  young  wife  passed  away  in  her 
adopted  State.  Mr.  McCormick  after  coming  to 
Kansas,  was  married  at  St.  George,  to  Miss  Mary 
J.  Gillespie,  a  native  of  Kentucky.  This  union 
resulted  in  the  birth  of  seven  children,  viz.,  Thomas 
L.,  Wolstein  B.,  George  W.,  Cavit  H.,  Mary  K., 
ZoUie  M.   and   Alvie.      Thomas  L.  died  when    a 


promising  youth  of  eighteen  years.  Mr.  McCor- 
mick's  sympathies  now  are  with  the  Union  Labor 
part}'.  He,  however,  aims  also  to  support  the  man 
whom  he  considers  best  qualified  for  ottiee,  inde- 
pendent of  party.  Mrs.  McCormick  is  a  very  in- 
telligent and  agreeable  ladj',  one  who  has  managed 
her  household  affairs  with  economy  and -prudence 
and  who  has  been  in  all  respects  tiie  suitable  part- 
ner for  such  a  man  as  her  husband. 

During  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  our  subject  en- 
listed in  Company  K,  11th  Kansas  Infantry,  and 
afterward  the  11th  Kansas  Cavalrj-.  and  served 
a  few  months,  being  honorably  discharged  on 
account  of  disability. 


^^  RISWELL  BROS.  These  two  worthy  and 
lii  '  enterprising  j'oung  men,  who  are  widely 
^^/and  favorably  known  throughout  Manhattan 
Township,  were  orphaned  by  the  death  of  both 
parents  while  minors,  but  were  left  a  good  farm, 
consisting  of  160  acres  in  Manhattan  Township, 
and  they  have  forty  acres  across  the  Blue  River  in 
Pottawatomie  County.  The  former  is  well  fenced 
and  supplied  with  good  buildings,  conspicuous 
among  which  is  a  commodious  and  handsome  stone 
residence,  erected  in  1873,  and  which  is  one  of  the 
finest  farm  dwellings  in  Riley  Count}-.  Adjacent 
is  a  good  orchard  and  other  fruit  trees,  and  the 
outbuildings  requiied  for  the  shelter  of  stock  and 
storage  of  grain.  The  brothers  are  bright,  intel- 
ligent, well  educated  young  men  and  greatly  re- 
spected in  their  community. 

The  parents  of  the  Criswell  brothers  were  Cyrus 
and  Marion  G.  (Scott)  Criswell,  the  former  a 
native  of  Mifflin  County,  Pa.,  and  born  Oct.  13. 
1812.  He  was  of  Scotch-Irish  descent,  a  practical 
miller,  a  successful  farmer,  and  a  man  possessing 
more  than  ordinarily  good  business  talents.  Upon 
leaving  his  native  State  he  went  to  Ohio,  where  he 
remained  a  short  time,  and  from  there  came  to 
Kansas  in  April,  186'J.  In  September  following 
he  assumed  charge  as  head  miller  of  the  Rocky 
Ford  Mills,  on  the  Pottawatomie  County  side  of 
the  Blue  River,  about  four  miles  north  of  Manhat- 
tan.    He   retained    this   position   until   1873,  and 
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tlien  removed  to  the  farm  which  he  had  previously 
purchased,  comprising  160  acres  on  section  31, 
three  miles  north  of  .Manhattan  on  the  Blue  Valley 
road.  lie  operated  this  farm  until  his  death,  which 
occurreil  Jul}'  22,  1878,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six 
years.  The  C'riswell  family  is  of  Scotoh-Irisii 
ilescent. 

Mrs.  Marion  C'riswell  was  of  English  extraction 
and  survived  her  husband  seven  years,  dying  at 
the  homestead  April  1,  1885.  Judson  H.  and 
Cyrus  S.  are  the  only  survivors  of  their  family  of 
eight  children;  the  others  died  in  chililhood  and 
infancy.  Judson  was  born  inMifflin  County,  Pa., 
July  19,  1866,  and  after  the  usual  time  spent  in  the 
common  school,  took  a  four-year's  course  in  the 
State  Agricultural  College  at  Manhattan,  from 
wliich  was  he  graduated  with  the  degree  of  B.  S.  C. 

Cyrus  S.  C'riswell  was  born  in  Latonia,  Ohio, 
Sept.  8,  1868,  entering  the  State  Agricultural  Col- 
lege where  he  is  now  (November,  1889)  pursuing  his 
studies.  Politically,  they  support  the  principles  of 
the  Republican  part}',  and  much  is  ex|)ected  of 
them  in  the  future,  both  as  financiers  and  citizens, 
as  they  belong  to  that  progressive  element  upon 
which  depends  the  growth  and  progress  of  a  com- 
uiunity. 


D"  ^iOBERTEARL.  Among  the  names  familiar 
— -"  to  the  old  residents  of  Riley  County,  is  that 
of  him  with  whose  name  we  introduce 
this  sketch.  He  and  his  excellent  wife 
occupy  no  secondary  position  among  the  leading 
people  of  Zeandale  Township,  and  among  whom 
they  have  walked  in  and  out  for  lo,  these  many 
years.  They  own  and  occupy  a  good  farm  or. 
section  21,  and  are  conscientious  members  of  the 
Congregational  Church  at  Wabaunsee.  They  have 
reared  a  fine  family  of  children,  seven  of  whom  are 
living,  viz.,  Mary,  Irving.  Caroline,  Oeorge  W., 
Henry  J.,  Frederiik  H.and  Fremont  U.  F;iiza  M., 
the  fourth  child,  died  in  infancy.  In  politics  IMr. 
Earl  is  a  sound  Republican. 

In  recurring  to  the  antecedents  of  Mr.  Earl  we 
find  that  his  father,  Philip  Earl,  was  a  native  of 
New  Jersey,  and  married  Miss  Phebe  Bond,  who 
was  born  not  far  from  the  early  home  of   her  hus- 


band. They  remained  residents  of  their  native 
Stale  during  their  entire  lives,  engaged  in  agri- 
cultuj'al  pursuits.  They  were  industrious  people, 
honest  and  upright  in  their  lives,  rearing  their  chil- 
dren to  habits  of  industry  and  sentiments  of  honor, 
and  without  making  any  great  stir  in  the  world 
pursued  the  even  tenor  of  their  way  as  peaceable 
and  law-abiding  citizens  and  respected  by  their 
neighbors. 

To  the  i)arents  of  our  subject  there  were  born 
five  children,  of  whom  Robert  was  next  to  the  eld- 
est. He  first  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  in  the 
vicinity  of  Elizabeth.  Essex  County.  Aug.  6,  1813. 
He  lived  with  his  parents  until  a  youth  of  sixteen 
years,  acquiring  a  common  school  education,  and 
then  began  an  apprenticeship  at  carriage-m.aking. 
serving  four  years,  and  afterward  followed  his  trade 
in  New  Jersej'  as  a  journe3'man  for  a  number  of 
years.  He  finally  emigrated  to  New  York  State. 
and  after  a  time  settled  in  Rome,  Oneida  County, 
where  he  followed  his  trade  seven  years.  At  the 
expiration  of  his  time  he  resolved  upon  seeking  the 
West,  and  emigrated  to  the  vicinity  of  Milwaukee, 
Wis.,  where  he  was  employed  on  a  farm  one  year, 
then  returned  to  his  old  business  and  lived  in  Mil- 
waukee until  the  spring  of  1856.  The  Cream 
City  was  then  an  unimportant  village,  giving  little 
indication  of  its  future  greatness. 

At  the  date  above  mentioned  we  find  Mr.  Earl 
in  Rilcy  County,  Kan.,  when  the  now  prosperous 
Commonwealth  was  under  Territorial  Government. 
He  settled  upon  a  tract  of  wild  land,  which  after  a 
series  of  years  he  succeeded  in  transforming  into  a 
valuable  homestead,  which  he  still  owns  and  occupies. 
During  his  residence  of  thirty-three  3'ears  upon  his 
farm  he  has  been  the  witness  of  many  and  great 
changes,  and  has  contributed  his  quota  to  the 
growth  and  development  of  his  adopted  county. 

Accompanying  Mr.  Earl  in  his  different  emigra- 
tions after  leaving  his  native  State,  was  the  faithful 
wife  and  helpmate,  to  whom  he  was  married  April 
26,  1843,  and  who  in  her  girlhood  was  Miss  Caro- 
line, daughter  of  Robert  R.  and  Ellen  (Williams) 
Hunter.  Mrs.  Earl  was  born  in  Charleston,  S.C. 
Oct.  25,  1819,  and  went  to  New  Jersey  with  her 
parents  when  three  years  old.  The  latter  were 
natives  of  Scotland  and  possessed  all  the  admirable 
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traits  of  cliaracter  wliicli  distingnislied  their  ances- 
tors. They  were  married  in  tiieir  native  coimtrj' 
and  soon  afterward  emigrated  to  America,  settling 
in  New  York  City,  and  afterward  removing  South, 
where  they  remained  three  years,  whence  later  they 
removed  to  Sussex  County,  N.  J.,  and  there  spent 
their  last  days.  They  were  the  parents  of  nine 
children  of  whom  Mrs.  Earl  was  the  fifth  in  order 
of  birth.  Six  of  these  are  now  living,  making  their 
homes  mostly  in  Ohio  and  New  Jersey.  The  por- 
trait of  Mr.  Earl  shown  on  another  page,  we  trust, 
will  be  at  once  recognized  with  pleasure  by  liis 
many  friends. 


AMES  ().  YOUNC,  Treasurer  of  Washington 
County,  has  been  a  resident  of  Kansas  since 
II  June,  1868,  coming  hither  from  Washington 
County,  Wis.  He  is  a  man  of  eminent  worth 
and  has  been  an  important  factor  in  the 
social  and  political  life  of  his  communit}'.  In  the 
public  life  of  Washington  County  he  has  taken  a 
prominent  part,  having  been  called  upon  by  his 
fellow-citizens  to  fill  some  of  the  most  responsible 
l)ositions  in  their  gift.  In  the  fall  of  1870  he  was 
elected  Clerk  of  the  District  Court,  and  was  re- 
elected in  1842,  serving  two  full  terms.  In  the 
autumn  of  1877  he  was  chosen  County  Clerk  by  a 
large  majority  of  votes,  and  was  re-elected  three  suc- 
cessive terms,  holding  the  office  for  eight  years.  In 
the  election  of  1887,  he  was  again  called  to  a  prom- 
inent position,  being  elected  to  the  responsible  of- 
fice of  County  Treasurer,  in  which  capacity  he  is 
now  acting.  His  last  election  was  a  great  honor  to 
him.  He  has  always  been  a  stanch  Republican,  l)ut 
at  the  regular  convention  that  year  great  dissatis- 
faction was  expressed  at  the  nominee  chosen,  and 
Mr.  Young  was  selected  as  the  standard  bearer  of 
the  Independent  or  People's  party,  and  was  elected 
over  both  the  regular  party  nominees.  He  has 
also  been  a  member  of  the  City  Council  of  Wash- 
ington, and  has  filled  other  positions  in  its  muni- 
cipal government. 

A  native  of  Caledonia,  Livingston  Co.,  N.  Y., 
.lames  O.  Young  was  born  July  8,  1846,  of  Scot- 
tish   ancestry,    his    parents,    William    and    Mary 


((iraliani)  Young,  both  bi'iiig  natives  of  Scotland, 
but  after  the  spring  of  1842  residents  of  America. 
For  a  couple  of  years  William  Young  and  his  wife 
lived  in  Canada,  then  removed  to  Livingston 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  Mr.  Young  had  a  farm. 
Later  they  removed  to  Rochester,  N,  Y.  going  from 
there  to  Washington  County,  Wis  ,  in  May,  1847. 
There  the  father  of  our  subject  bought  a  farm  of 
120  acres  from  the  Government,  and  on  that  place, 
to  which  he  added  by  subsequent  purchase,  he 
lived  for  nearly  forty  years.  In  May,  1886.  he 
followed  his  son,  our  subject,  to  Washington 
County,  Kan.,  and  is  with  his  wife  now  living  iu 
this  county,  enjoying  the  fruits  of  a  life  of  thrift 
and  industry.  William  Young  was  from  his 
youth  a  farmer,  a  hard  worker,  never  taking  an 
active  part  in  politics,  but  giving  his  whole  time 
and  attention  to  his  farm.  He  was  born  August 
27,  1818,  and  was  married  May  9,  1842.  His  wife 
was  born  June  10,  1819.  They  are  the  parents  of 
five  children,  as  follows:  Mary  M.,  is  the  wife  of 
Christian  AUbright,  with  whom  she  was  united  in 
marriage  in  Wisconsin,  and  they  are  now  residents 
of  Washington  County,  Kan.;  our  subject  was 
next  in  order  of  birth;  Grace  Jane  is  the  wife  of 
Charles  E.  Ripley,  a  retired  farmer,  now  living  in 
Oakfield,  Fond  du  Lac  Co.,  Wis.;  Alvin  A.  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  S.  Friedeman 
in  Wisconsin,  afterward  came  to  this  county,  and 
died  in  Greenleaf,  where  his  widow  and  two  chil- 
dren still  live;  Comfort  W.,  the  youngest  of  the 
family,  is  married  to  JMatilda  Board  and  is  now 
engaged  in  dealing  in  grain  implements,  coal,  etc., 
in  Greenleaf,  Kan. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  brought  up  on  the  home 
farm,  in  Wisconsin,  and  early  learned  what  hard 
work  was.  The  Wisconsin  farm  upon  which  his 
parents  located  was  in  the  heavily  timbered  coun- 
try, and  being  the  eldest  son  he  was  obliged  to  take 
an  active  part  in  the  labor  of  clearing  it  up.  He 
attended  the  district  schools,  going  through  the 
timber  two  miles  each  way.  Later  he  was  a  stu- 
dent in  the  High  School  for  a  few  terms,  and  when 
about  eighteen  years  of  age,  began  teaching,  at  the 
same  time  completing  his  education.  In  this  way 
the  time  was  passed  until  he  moved  to  Kansas.  He 
was  partly    impelled   to  the  removal  by  reason  of 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


liealth,  bat  i)vincip.all\'  to  seek  a  home  in  the  ge- 
nial clime  and  on  the  fertile  land  of  the  Sunttowc'i- 
State.  Accompanied  by  his  brother-in-law.  Mr. 
AUbright,  he  came  west  to  Washington  County, 
intending  to  go  into  Nebraska.  When,  however. 
they  rea  'bed  this  county,  they  were  so  well  pleased 
with  it  that  they  settled  down  here  permanently. 
Mr.  Young  took  up  a  homestead  in  Washington 
Townsliip,  which  he  improved,  and  a  few  years 
afterward  sold,  since  which  time  he  has  owned 
several  farms  in  other  parts  of  the  county.  For 
five  years  he  lived  on  a  farm  near  Washington, 
where  he  was  considerably  interested  in  stock-rais- 
ing and  dairying.  The  first  work  in  which  our 
subject  engaged  in  this  county  was  teaching.  He, 
however,  soon  became  occupied  with  public  affairs, 
and  Augustas,  1870,  he  and  M.  .1.  Kelly  estab- 
lished the  Washington  Republican.  The  first  paper 
published  in  Washington  County  was  The  Observer 
tlie  first  issue  of  which  appeared  March  19,1869, 
tlic  name  being  afterward  changed  to  The  Magnet. 
This  latter  paper  was  purchased  by  Mr.  Young  in 
December,  1870,  and  Januarj'  9,  1871,  it  was  con- 
solidated with  the  Republican,  of  which  Mr.  Young 
was  sole  proprietor,  having  purchased  the  interest 
of  ^Ir.  Kelley.  The  i?(^7/»/^/(V'«)?  was  published  by 
our  subject  until  July  19,  1872,  when  he  sold  the 
paper  to  Martin  Jk  Stultz,  thus  closing  his  career  as 
a  newspaper  man. 

Mr.  Young  has  also  been  largely  identified  with 
the  mercantile  interests  of  the  county.  In  the 
spring  of  1873  in  partnership  with  J.  W.  Barley, 
now  Register  of  Deeds,  he  purchased  the  general 
merchandising  establishment  of  Rockefeller,  it  Skin- 
ner, and  the  firm  of  Barley  it  Young  carried  on  the 
business  for  ahdut  (ini'  yi^ar.  then  taking  in  the 
former  senior  partner.  Mr.  Rockefeller  under  the 
firm  name  of  Rockefeller,  Barley  &  Y'oung.  In  the 
fall  of  1877  Mr.  Y'oung  sold  his  business  on  pre- 
paring to  take  possession  of  the  office  of  County 
Clerk.  Eight  years  later,  on  going  out  of  oflSce  our 
subject  embarked  in  the  boot  and  shoe  business  in 
Washington,  which  he  carried  on  from  Dec.  10, 
1886,  to  Dec.  10.  1887,  exactly  one  year.  Since 
then  he  has  devoted  his  attention  solely  to  the  du- 
ties of  the  responsible   position   which  he  now  fills. 

May  27,  1871,  Mr.  Y'oung  was  united  in    mar. 


riage  witli  Miss  Fannie  Rockefeller,  daughter  of 
Senator  Philip  and  Hannah  (Kelsey)  Rockefeller, 
both  now  deceased.  The  father  was  a  prominent 
and  well  known  citizen  of  this  county,  a  captain 
in  the  Union  army,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Kansas, 
and  further  particulars  of  his  history  will  be  found 
elsewhere.  Mrs.  Y'oung  was  born  in  Litchfield, 
Conn.,  June  24,  1854,  and  was  but  a  child  when  her 
parents  came  to  Kansas.  Our  subject  and  his  wife 
have  had  nine  children,  eight  of  whom  are  yet 
under  the  parental  roof.  They  are  named  respect- 
ively: Arthur  E.,  Pearl  O.,  William  J.,  Frank  L., 
Fred  C,  Edna  F.,  Grace  A.  and  Jean  O.  The 
child  who  died  was  named  Elmer. 

In  February,  1881,  an  association  called  the 
Northwestern  Poland-China  Swine  Association  was 
formed  and  incorporated  under  the  State  laws,  and 
from  its  inception  to  the  present  time  Mr.  Young 
has  been  its  secretary.  This  association  is  one  of 
four  in  the  United  States,  having  a  record  and 
keeping  a  register  of  Poland-China  hogs. 

Mr.  Y'oung  is  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  Wash- 
ington Lodge,  No.  76.  He  was  brought  up  in  the 
faith  of  his  parents,  but  like  thera  is  now  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  as  is  also  his  wife. 
He  was  a  charter  member  of  the  Good  Templars 
Lodge  of  Washington,  and  is  in  hearty  sympathy 
with  the  temperance  reform.  Mr.  Y'oung  has  given 
eminent  satisfaction  to  his  constituents  and  has  been 
honored  by  filling  the  longest  terms  of  office  of  any- 
one ever  elected  in  the  county.  It  is  the  universal 
testimony  of  the  people  who  know  him  that  he  has 
discharged  the  duties  imposed  upon  him  with  a 
fidelity  which  reflects  upon  him  the  highest  credit. 
Honest,  upright,  and  with  a  fair  share  of  the  sturdy, 
straightforward  characteristics  of  his  ancestry,  he 
has  the  universal  respect  and  esteem  of  those 
among  whom  he  has  lived  for  more  than  a  score  of 
years. 


^m  LBKRT  J.  CROOKS.     The  sultject  of  this 
^O'l    notice  pursues  the  even  tenor  of   his  way 
III  I&    as  one  of  the  solid   farmers  of  May  Day 
^  Township,  Riley  County,  engaged  in  culti- 

vating 144  acres  of  land  on  section  18.     His  chief 
characteristics  arc  those  of  a   peaceable  and  law- 
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abiding  citizen — one  wlio,  perhaps,  without  iiavin^' 
been  the  hero  of  anj'  thrilling  event,  has  worthily 
performed  his  part  in  life,  and  given  his  influence 
and  support  to  the  moral  and  educational  advance- 
ment of  his  community.  He  has  for  a  numl)er  of 
years  been  a  member  of  the  District  School  Board, 
and  politically  is  a  sound  Republican.  The  greater 
part  of  his  farm  is  in  a  productive  condition,  and 
he  has  erected  thereon  substantial  buildings  and 
gathered  about  himself  and  family  all  the  comforts 
and  conveniences  of  modern  life. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  DeKalb 
County,  Ind.,  June  28,  1843,  and  is  the  son  of 
William  Crooks,  a  native  of  Trumbull  County, 
Ohio,  whence  he  removed  to  DeKalb  County,  Ind., 
where  he  spent  his  entire  life,  engaged  in  farming 
pursuits.  He  was  married  in  early  manhood  to 
Miss  Nancy  Rose,  who  was  born  in  Ohio,  and  re- 
moved with  her  parents  to  Indiana  when  quite 
young.  She  died  at  the  homestead  there  when 
flfty-three  years  old.  The  parental  household  in- 
cluded nme  children,  who  were  named,  respectively  : 
Henry,  Albert,  Jane,  Julia,  William,  P'remont,  Os- 
car, Frank  and  Bert.  Fremont  died  when  a  man 
of  twenty-nine  years,  in  Minnesota;  Oscar  died  at 
the  age  of  nineteen,  at  the  old  homestead  in  Indiana. 
Mr.  Crooks  was  the  second  child  of  his  parents,  and 
was  reared  on  the  farm  in  DeKalb  County,  Ind., 
attending  the  common  school  and  becoming  famil- 
iar with  the  art  of  plowing,  sowing  and  reaping. 
He  was  a  youth  of  eighteen  years  at  the  outbreak 
of  the  Civil  AVar,  and  watched  the  conflict  until 
February,  1864,  then  decided  to  have  a  hand  in 
the  preservation  of  tlie  Union.  He  accordingly 
enlisted  at  Indianapolis,  in  Company  H,  152d  In- 
diana Infantry.  He  went  with  his  regiment  to 
Harper's  Ferry  and  different  parts  of  Virginia  and 
Maryland,  and  after  the  close  of  the  war  was  mus- 
tered out  and  received  his  honorable  discharge  in 
Charleston,  W.  Va.,  in  August,  1865. 

On  the  r2th  of  September,  1865.  Mr.  Crooks  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Jennie  Emerson,  the 
wedding  taking  place  at  the  bride's  home  in  DeKalb 
County,  Ind.  This  lady  was  born  Feb.  1,  1843, 
and,  like  her  husband,  is  a  native  of  DeKalb  County, 
liid.  Her  parents  were  William  and  Lydia  (Hel- 
wig)  P^merson,  the  former  of  whom   was  born  in 


the  city  of  Belfast,  Ireland,  and  the  latter  in  Ohio. 
Mr.  Emerson  came  to  America  when  a  cliild,  and 
w.as  reared  and  educated  in  Patterson.  N.  J.  When 
a  young  man  he  emigrated  to  Ohio,  where  he  was 
married.  In  1840  he  removed  to  Indiana,  settling 
in  DeKalb  County,  and  liomesteaded  a  tract  of 
lahd  upon  which  they  still  live.  He  is  practical!}' 
retired  from  active  labor.  Iiut  gives  his  attention 
to  the  buying  and  selling  of  stock.  Politically,  he 
atliliates  with  the  Democratic  party.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Crooks  are  the  parents  of  one  child,  a  son.  George, 
born  May  9.  1876. 


JfjOHN  JOHNSON 
I!    dent  of  Washing! 
I,     His  residence,  ho 
^^_J/'    long  for  him  to 


OlIN  JOHNSON,  now  deceased,  was  a  resi- 
jton  County  but  a  few  years, 
jwever,  had  been  sufficiently 
become  known  as  a  man  of 
true  worth  and  an  earnest  Christian.  -He  was  for 
many  years  engaged  in  preaching,  first  as  an  ex- 
hortcr  and  later  as  a  licensed  minister  of  the  Gos- 
pel. His  death  occurred  at  his  home  in  Clifton. 
Jan.  13.  1884. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  born  in  Muskingum  County, 
Ohio,  Sept.  4,  1824.  His  parents,  John  and  Mar- 
garet (Laramore)  Johnson,  were  Virginians.  The 
mother  was  of  German  descent  and  the  father  of 
Irish  ancestry.  John  Johnson,  Sr.,  was  engaged  in 
farming.  Some  years  after  his  marriage  he  removed 
to  Muskingum  County,  Ohio,  where  he  subse- 
quently died  of  consumption.  His  widow  survived 
for  a  few  years,  but  she  too  was  taken  from  earth 
b}'  the  same  dread  disease.  They  were  worthy  peo- 
ple, and  both  were  for  many  years  members  of  the 
Methodist  P^piscopa'  Church. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  was  quite 
young  when  his  parents  died.  He  was  reared  by 
Mr.  Peter  Marquand,  and  his  wife,  Emily,  in  Mon- 
roe Township,  Muskingum  Count}'.  His  early  life 
was  spent  upon  the  farm,  and  he  was  bred  to  the 
occupation  of  a  farmer.  Upon  arriving  at  man's 
estate  he  engaged  in  that  business  for  himself. 
Several  years  after  his  marriage  he  removed  to 
Vinton  County,  Ohio.  There  he  enlisted  in  the 
100  days'  service  as  Corporal  in  the  148th  regi- 
ment, Ohio   National    Guards.     He   was   enrolled 
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May  2,  1864.  The  company  had  been  out  but  a 
short  time  when  lie  was  taken  sick  near  Harper's 
Ferry,  Xa.  His  complaint  became  chronic  and  lie 
was  unfit  for  duty  a  considerable  part  of  the  time. 
Me  would  never  allow  himself  to  be  taken  to  the 
hospital,  preferring  to  remain  in  camp  with  his 
comrades.  This  he  did  until  his  discharge  Sept. 
14,  1864,  performing  a  soldier's  duties  whenever  it 
was  possible. 

AVhen  mustered  out  of  the  service  Mr.  .lolinson 
returned  to  his  home  in  Vinton  Count}'.  His  wife 
had  plowed  and  harvested  the  crop  of  the  year 
during  his  aljsence.  They  remained  on  the  farm 
tiiere  until  the  spring  of  1880.  Mr.  Johnson  had 
never  recovered  his  health,  and  the  hope  of  improv- 
ing it  led  him  to  Kans.as.  He  purchased  eighty 
acres  in  Strawberry  Township,  this  county,  where 
they  lived  and  made  some  improvements.  Grow- 
ing too  feeble  to  work  he  finally  retired  to  the  city 
of  Clifton,  where  he  died,  as  before  noted.  His 
illness  had  been  very  distressing,  and  his  death  was 
a  happy  release  from  suffering,  though  a  severe  af- 
rtiction  to  his  devoted  wife  and  famil}-.  Mr.  John- 
son had  always  been  of  Republican  politics. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  was  celebrated  in 
tlie  county  of  his  nativity  in  1845.  The  bride  was 
Miss  Mary  A.  Roberts,  daughter  of  Joshua  and 
Sarah  (Hall)  Roberts.  She  was  born  March  26, 
1825,  in  Loudoun  County,  Va.  Her  father  was  a 
native  of  the  same  county,  and  her  mother  of  Jeff- 
erson County,  the  same  State.  Mr.  Roberts  was  a 
stone-mason.  After  the  birth  of  the  most  of  their 
family  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roberts,  in  1839,  removed  to 
Muskingum  County,  Ohio.  There  Mr.  Roberts 
(lied  when  aged  forty-nine  years.  His  widow  sur- 
vived until  Nov.  19,  1888,  when  she,  too,  passed 
away ;  she  was  then  eighty -two  years  of  age.  Most 
of  the  years  of  her  widowhood  were  spent'at  the 
home  of  her  youngest  daughter,  Mrs.  Sophia  Kyste, 
in  Hamilton  County,  Ohio.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Roberts  were  consistent  members  of  the  Methodist 
Church. 

Mrs.  Johnson  was  the  eldest  of  nine  children 
Ijorn  to  her  parents.  She  was  about  fourteen  years 
old  when  they  removed  from  the  Old  Dominion  to 
the  Buckeye  State.  There  she  grew  to  womanhood, 
Ix'ing  married  at  the  age  of  twenty  j-ears;   siie  has 


borne  seven  children,  four  of  whom  are  now  dead. 
One  son,  Joshua  R.,  died  at  Camp  Chase,  Colum- 
bus, Ohio,  in  January',  1864,'aged  nineteen.  He  had 
enlisted  as  aprivate,  Nov.  12  1863,  as  a  member  of 
the  12th  Ohio  Cavalry.  His  death  was  verj'  sudden, 
being  occasioned  by  cramp  colic.  He  was  of  a  de- 
cidedly religious  temperament.  Another  son,  Rich- 
ard A.  died  at  the  age  of  eight  months;  Cornelia 
was  taken  away  at  the  age  of  eighteen ;  she  was  a 
young  lad}'  of  intelligence  and  fine  character.  Mar- 
garet C.  died  when  ten  years  old.  The  living 
children  are:  Sarah  E.,  wife  of  Horton  Emmet  For- 
rest; she  lives  on  a  farm  in  Benton  Count}',  Ohio. 
Hiram  is  farming  on  his  mother's  estate  in  Straw- 
berry Township,  this  county;  he  married  Miss 
Gertrude  Mackley.  James  married  Miss  Elvira 
Campbell;  they  live  on  a  farm  near  Palmer. 

Mrs.  Johnson  is  a  noble-hearted  woman,  and  as 
wife,  mother,  neighbor  or  friend  acts  well  her  part. 
Since  thirteen  years  old  she  has  been  an  active 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Her 
children  are  all  identified  witii  the  same  denomina- 
tion. 


■P  'P^'^:  <■ 


^^^  ICAJAH  F.  DIAL,  dealer  in  lumber,  coal, 
iV    lime  and  cement,  superintends  likewise  the 


operations  of  the  old  homestead  of  753 
acres  on  sections  11  and  12,  Swede  Creek 
Township,  with  headquarters  at  Cleburne.  He  is 
one  of  the  native-born  citizens  of  Riley  County, 
first  opening  his  eyes  to  the  light  on  the  old  home- 
stead on  the  Big  Blue,  Aug.  29,  1863.  He  was 
given  good  school  advantages,  but  when  a  youth 
of  sixteen  years,  on  account  of  his  father's  death, 
much  of  the  care  of  the  estate  was  thrown  upon  his 
shoulders,  and  right  well  did  he  discharge  the 
duties  devolving  upon  him.  He  operated  the  farm 
successfully,  and  many  a  night  was  out  late  in  the 
cold,  driving  through  the  wind,  snow  and  sleet 
upon  errands  which  must  be  done.  In  due  time  he 
.added  to  the  estate  by  the  purchase  of  land,  whicii 
he  improved,  putting  up  a  barn  30x60  feet  in 
dimensions,  planting  fourteen  acres  with  apple 
trees  and  five  acres  with  other  kinds  of  fruit  trees. 
He  gathered  together  tlie  l)ost  farm  machinery,  in- 
cluding wind  mill  and   hav  scales,  and   for   the  last 
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few  years  lias  made  a  specialty  of  fine  stock,  includ- 
ing full-blooded  Short-horn  cattle,  Poland-China 
swine,  and  about  thirty-seven  liead  of  draft  and 
road  horses.     Part  of  the  farm  is  rented. 

In  August,  1889,  Mr.  Dial  established  himself  in 
the  lumber  business  at  Cleburne,  where  he  put  un 
an  otHce  and  the  other  necessary  buildings.  This 
is  the  only  lumber  yard  on  the  Blue,  between  Blue 
Rapids  and  Randolph,  an<l  is  naturally  patronized 
by  people  from  all  sections  of  the  country.  The 
family  own  property  in  Manhattan,  where  they 
purpose  building  a  residence  in  the  near  future,  so 
that  the  younger  members  can  complete  their  edu- 
cation in  the  college.  Micajah  F.,  although  not 
enjoying  the  advantages  of  a  thorough  education, 
is  determined  that  his  brothers  shall  do  so.  He 
has  been  a  School  Director  in  his  district  for  three 
years,  and  politically,  is  a  "true-blue"  Republican. 
The  father  of  our  subject  was  William  Dial,  a  na- 
tive of  LaFayette  County,  Ohio,  and  who  removed 
to  Illinois  with  his  parents  when  twelve  years  old. 
They  located  in  the  vicinity  of  Yandalia,  where 
William  completed  his  education  and  engaged  in 
farming.  In  IS.oT  he  made  his  first  trip  to  Kansas 
Territory,  overland  with  a  buggy,  and  also  went 
into  Southern  Missouri.  In  the  latter  he  was  way- 
laid by  eight  or  ten  men,  who  took  from  him  $400 
and  the  most  of  his  clothing.  Then  without  re- 
sources he  returned  to  Kansas,  settling  in  Pottawa- 
tomie County,  and  worked  for  |10  per  mouth  until 
the  fall  of  the  year.  Then  coming  to  Riley 
County,  he  preempted  eighty  acres  of  land  on 
section  11,  Swede  Creek  Township,  which  is  in- 
cluded in  his  present  farm. 

Mr.  Dial  was  one  of  the  very  first  settlers  in 
this  region  and  an  expert  hunter.  He  put  up  a  log 
bouse  on  his  claim  and  began  cultivating  the  soil, 
in  which  he  was  successful.  In  1863,  he  home- 
steaded  another  eighty  acres,  and  by  industry  and 
perseverance  accumulated  a  small  fortune,  so  that 
at  the  tune  of  his  death,  which  occurred  April  30, 
1880,  he  was  the  owner  of  G77  acres  of  improved 
land.  He  was  a  man  more  than  ordinarily  intelli- 
gent and  enterprising,  and  a  universal  favorite  in 
his  community.  He  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace 
for  a  number  of  years,  and  was  possessed  of  great 
natural  business  ability,  enabling   him  to  give  safe 


advice  to  the  many  who  frequently  approached 
him  on  account  of  business  or  other  difficulties. 
He  was  cut  down  in  his  prime,  being  only  forty- 
nine  j'ears  old. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  snbject, 
was  Johanna  Sophia  Carlson.  She  was  a  native  of 
Sweden,  and  the  daughter  of  Peter  Carlson,  who 
emigrated  to  America  with  his  family  in  1857. 
They  lived  in  Illinois  one  year,  then  came  to  Kan- 
sas, and  were  the  first  family  to  locate  in  Swede 
Creek  Township.  Mr.  Carlson  prospered  as  a  tiller 
of  the  soil,  and  accumulated  360  acres  of  improved 
land.  He  is  now  retired  from  active  labor,  and 
makes  his  home  in  Olesburg,  Pottawatomie  County. 
Mrs.  Carlson  died  about  thirty  years  ago.  Mrs. 
Dial  is  living  on  the  old  homestead  with  the  rest 
of  the  family,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Lutheran 
Church.  The  parental  household  included  nine 
children,  of  whom  Micajah  F.  is  the  eldest.  Mary 
A.  lives  in  Manhattan;  Huldah  M.  is  dress-making 
in  Denver;  James  L.,  L\Uy  C.  Charles  W.  and 
Fred  V.,  next  to  the  youngest,  are  attending  the 
Agricultural  College  at  Manhattan.  George  H. 
and  Benjamin  W.,  the  youngest,  are  at  home  with 
their  mother. 


^^^ip^ 


^f  LFRED  DAWDY  has  been  a  resident  of 
^1   \\    Washington  County  for  twenty -three  years , 

11  m  having  in  the  fall  of  1866  come  from  Iowa. 
^  His  first  settlement    was    made    on    sec- 

tion 26,  and  he  afterward  purchased  on  section  27, 
Farmington  Township,  where  he  owns  160  acres  of 
fertile  land.  He  has  given  his  attention  to  farm- 
ing and  stock-raising,  has  brought  his  land  to  a 
high  state  of  productiveness,  built  a  substantial 
and  ommodious  residence  and  such  other  build- 
ings as  are  usually  erected  by  a  progressive  farmer. 

Matthew  Dawdy,  father  of  our  subject,  was  a 
soldier  during  the  Mexican  War,  and  was  killed  at 
the  battle  of  Buena  Vista.  His  family  have  no 
positive  knowledge  as  to  his  birthplace,  but  it  was 
either  the  Blue  Grass  State  or  Illinois.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Martha  Forbush  of  Illinois,  and  settled 
in  Scott  County,  that  Stale,  where  Mrs.  Dawdy 
dieit.       The    fauul\-   comprised    live    children,   the 
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gentleman  of  whom  we  write  being  the  secoii<l  in 
order  of  birth.  He  was  born  in  Greene  County, 
III.,  Dec.  ir»,  1837,  and  was  reared  on  a  farm,  grow- 
ing to  manhood  in  Greene  and  Scott  counties.  From 
the  latter  county  he  removed  in  the  spring  of 
1885  to  Mahaska  County,  Iowa,  where  he  resided 
about  eighteen  months.  He  then  removed  to  this 
count}',  as  before  stated. 

In  Winchester,  Scott  County,  III.,  Mr.  Dawdy 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Margaret  M. 
Howell,  the  ceremony  talking  place  Oct  3,  1861. 
The  bride  was  a  daughter  of  James  and  Elizabeth 
(Uaird)  Howell,  natives  of  Tennessee  and  the  sec- 
ond in  a  family  of  ten  children.  After  their  mar- 
I'iage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Howell  settled  in  Scott  County, 
111.,  where  their  daughter  Margaret  was  born  Dec. 
1,  1839.  They  later  removed  to  Mahaska  County, 
Iowa,  where  Mrs.  Howell  died.  Mr.  Howell  still 
survives. 

IMr.  Dawdy,  although  not  an  office  seeker,  has 
filled  the  offices  of  Township  Treasurer  and  Town- 
ship Trustee,  with  credit  to  himself  and  benefit  to 
the  township.  In  politics  he  gives  his  political  ad- 
herence to  the  Democratic  party.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Dawdy  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church  and 
have  taken  quite  an  active  part  in  church  work. 
Mr.  Dowdy  is  a  man  whose  fine  character,  agri- 
cultural enterprise  and  pleasing  manners  win  him 
many  friends,  and  his  estimable  wife  shares  in  the 
esteem  in  which  he  is  held. 


■'t'^'M'^-Z'- 


«^NTOIS;  DUSCH.  One  may  be  no  judge 
^Oj    of  the  comparative  value  of  land   and  yet 

///  111  be  able  by  a  glance  over  an  agricultural 
W^  district  to  determine  who  are  its  first-class 

farmers.  Well  kept  fences  and  comfortable  quarters 
for  man  and  beast,  together  with  adequate  shelter 
for  eiops,  are  evidences  that  he  who  runs 
may  read.  The  home  of  the  gentleman  whose 
name  heads  this  sketch  bears  these  evidences.  The 
estate  comprises  240  acres  of  land  all  in  a  body 
and  fenced  into  80-acre  tracts.  It  is  located  on 
section  28,  Independence  Township,  Washington 
County.  The  dwelling,  which  was  built  in  1,SS3. 
at  a  cost  of  =55  1.200,  is    an   attractive  and  comfort- 


able home.  A  modern  corn-ci-ib  and  sheds  for 
machinery  are  now  being  built;  300  apple,  50 
cherry,  100  mulberry,  and  15  peach  trees,  to- 
gether with  200  grapevines  and  other  small  fruits, 
contribute  to  the  beauty  as  well  as  to  the  remuner- 
ativeness  of  the  farm.  Forty-five  head  of  cattle, 
eleven  head  of  horses  and  forty  of  hogs  are  kept 
upon   the  place. 

Anton  Dusch  is  of  French  birth  and  parentage. 
He  was  born  in  Alsace,  March  22,  1  840,  and  was 
the  sixth  in  a  family  of  eight  children.  His  par- 
ents, Joseph  and  Odel  (Manger)  Dusch.  were  Alsa- 
tians and  resided  duiing  their  entire  lives  in  their 
native  land,  where  the  father  was  engaged  in  farm- 
ing. He  died  in  1848,  and  his  widow  survivetl 
until  1860,  when  she  too  passed  from  earth. 

He  of  whom  we  write  grew  to  manhood  in  his 
native  land,  and  received  a  fair  education  in  both 
French  and  German.  He  learned  the  trade  of  a 
carpenter,  and  traveled  over  much  of  France. 
Strasburg  and  Paris  were  his  home  at  different  pe- 
riods. In  1864  he  came  to  America,  and  landing 
at  New  York,  went  directl3'to  Bureau  County,  III., 
where  he  made  his  home  for  six  years.  He  trav- 
eled considerably,  going  south  as  far  as  New  Or- 
leans and  northwest  into  Iowa,  but  returning  to 
Illinois,  which  he  considered  his  home.  In  1870 
he  came  to  Kansas  and  settled  upon  the  farm 
where  he  now  resides.  The  land  was  all  raw  prai- 
rie when  he  took  it;  120  acres  are  now  kept 
under  the  plow  and  the  remainder  is  at  present  de- 
voted to  other  farm  use.  Mr.  Dusch  began  life 
for  himself  with  a  capital  of  $200  in  money  and  a 
span  of  horses  and  wagon.  His  success  is  due  to 
his  own  industry  and  energy  combined  with  the 
good  management  and  thrift  of  his  ladylike  wife, 
who  proves  herself  a  valuable  assistant. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  took  place  June 
29,  1870,  the  bride  being  Mary  Ellen  Sheehan. 
daughter  of  Richard  and  Susan  (Russell)  Sheehan. 
Mr.  Sheehan  was  a  native  of  Ireland  and  a  hoat- 
calker  by  trade.  Mrs.  Sheehan  was  born  in  Can- 
ada. She  was  married  in  Calais,  Me.,  but  the 
family  subsequently  removed  to  Lee  County.  HI. 
Five  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sheehan, 
their  <langhter  Mary  Ellen,  wife  of  our  subject,  be- 
ing  the   third.      Mr.  and    Mrs.    Dusch    have    beeu 
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blessed  by  the  birtli  of  eight  ehildieu,  all  of  whom 
are  yal  under  the  parental  roof.  They  are  named 
respectively,  Theresa  Barbara,  Charles  Francis, 
Mary  Antoinette,  James  lilaiiu',  Rosa  Ann.  Cath- 
erine, John  and  Ernest. 

Mr.  Dusch  is  an  active  man  in  political  affairs 
and  votes  the  Republican  ticket.  He  has  been  a 
frequent  delegate  to  count}'  conventions.  Last 
year  he  was  a  member  of  the  County  Central  C'om- 
mittee.  He  is  a  Director  of  School  District  Xo. 
70  and  has  been  a  member  of  the  Board  for  four 
years.  Both  he  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church.  Sir.  Dusch  is  a  reliable  citizen 
and  a  good  neighbor,  and  as  such  is  esteemed  by 
all  who  know  liim. 


Jl  AMES  H.  COLT,  editor  and  proprietor  of 
I  the  Randolph  Enterprise  and  Postmaster  of 
j  that  place,  has  been  a  resident  of  Kansas 
I  since  the  fall  of  1877.  He  is  a  native  of 
Erie  County,  Pa.,  and  was  born  Jan.  7,  1834.  The 
grandfather  of  Mr.  Colt  on  the  paternal  side  was 
Major  Israel  Colt,  agent  of  the  great  Holland  Land 
Company  in  "Western  Pennsylvania,  where  he  set- 
tled on  the  banks  of  Frencii  Creek,  near  Water- 
ford,  Erie  County,  and  tiiere  he  died.  His  son, 
James  8.,  became  tlie  father  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch. 

James  S.  Colt  was  born  at  the  old  homestead  in 
Erie  County,  Pa.,  in  1793,  and  died  in  the  same 
county  in  1875  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eightj'-two 
years.  He  was  a  lumberman  by  occupation,  fol- 
lowing that  business  until  age  rendered  active 
labor  impossible.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of 
1812  and  participated  in  the  battle  of  Lundy's  Lane 
under  Gen.  Winfield  Scott.  Being  of  an  adventur- 
ous disposition, he  did  not  stay  long  in  any  one  place, 
but  the  greater  part  of  his  life  was  passed  in  the 
lumber  regions  of  Western  and  Central  Pennsyl- 
vania. He  was  a  social  companionable  man  and 
made  many  friends. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  married  in  Erie 
County,  Pa.,  to  Miss  Marj-  Black,  a  native  also  of 
the  same  county,  and  who  died  at  a  comparatively 
early   age  in    the  summer  of    1834.     She  left    live 


children,  all  of  whom  are  living.  George  W.  is  a 
resident  of  California,  and  was  one  of  its  original 
pioneers — a'49-er,  who  has  never  since  left  the 
(iolden  State;  Caroline  is  the  wife  of  Fitzjohn 
Owen,  a  resident  of  Kenosha  County.  Wis.;  An- 
drew Jackson  is  living  on  the  old  homestead  in 
Erie  County,  Pa.;  Angeline  is  the  wife  of  A.Con- 
nell,  living  in  Carthage,  Mo.;  James  H.  was  the 
j'oungest  born. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  on  the  old 
homestead,  where  his  grandfather  lived,  and  he  re- 
mained a  resident  of  his  native  county  until  twenty- 
two  years  old.  After  going  through  the  common 
schools  he  became  a  pupil  of  the  Waterford  Acad- 
emy, and  later  attended  Allegheny  College  at 
Meadville,  Pa.,  where  he  fitted  himself  for  teach- 
ing, which  profession  he  followed  for  fifteen  years, 
first  in  Pennsylvania  and  after  the  year  1859,  in 
Wisconsin.  In  the  latter  State  he  remained  till  1870 
when  he  joined  the  Wisconsin  Conference  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  being  licensed  to  preach 
His  first  charge  was  at  AVilmont,  Kenosha  County. 
He  remained  in  the  AVisconsin  Conference  until 
the  fall  of  1870,  when  on  coming  to  this  State  he 
joined  the  Kansas  Conference.  Here  he  was  ac- 
tive in  ministerial  work  until  the  spring  of  1888, 
when  on  account  of  throat  trouble  he  took  a  super- 
numerary relation  and  locating  in  Clifton,  Clay 
County,  was  engaged  on  the  Local  Neics  of  that 
place  in  which  he  purchased  an  interest.  In  June 
following,  he  sold  iiis  interest  in  that  paper  and  re- 
moving to  Randolph,  purchased  the  Enterjirise  of 
which  he  is  at  present  the  editor  and  proprietor. 
The  paper  is  Republican  in  politics  and  its  aim  is 
particularly  to  be  a  tliorough  home  paper,  in  giving 
all  the  local  news.  As  is  to  be  expected  from 
the  character  of  Mr.  Colt,  it  is  a  paper  no  parent 
need  be  afraid  to  place  in  the  hands  of  children, 
nothing  tending  in  the  slighest  degree  to  impurity 
being  admitted  to  its  columns.  The  office  is  well 
equipped  for  job  printing  and  in  both  depart- 
ments enjoys  a  fair  degree  of  patronage. 

Mr.  Colt  has  been  tvvice  married — first  while 
living  in  Pennsylv.ania  on  April  (5,  1859,  to  Miss 
Mary  Jane  Snell,a  native  of  that  State.  She  was  born 
in  1838  and  died  July  24,  1880,  at  the  .age  of 
forty-two  years,  leaving  four  children.     Mr.  Colt's 
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second  marriage  was  solemnized  in  Kirwin,  Kan., 
jNIarcii  8,  1881,  when  he  was  united  to  Miss  Mary 
Elizabeth  Forche.  This  lady  was  born  in  Ohio,  in 
July,  1857.  and  her  union  with  our  subject  has 
been  blest  by  the  birth  of  three  children,  who  are 
all  living,  together  with  those  of  the  first  marriage. 
Don  S.  was  graduated  from  Baker  University  at 
Baldwin,  Kan.  and  is  a  minister  of  the  Methodist 
Kpiscopal  Church.  He  studied  theology  at  the 
(iarrett  Biblical  Institute  at  Evanston,  111.  Delia 
is  the  wife  of  Emor^'  Caywood,  a  grain-dealer  of 
Clifton;  George  W.  is  a  clerk  in  a  dry-goods  store 
in  Beloit,  Kan.;  Mary,  Bertha,  Florence  and  Sadie 
are  under  the  parental  roof. 

Mr.  Colt  is  now  filling  his  first  political  position, 
having  been  apjjointed  Postmaster  of  Randolph 
.hmc  17,  1881).  His  life  has  been  spent  in  teach- 
ing and  in  the  ministry,  and  though  at  present  for 
physicial  reasons  he  is  unable  to  follow  his  chosen 
life  work,  that  which  he  has  done  in  the  past  en- 
titles him  to  rank  with  those  who  have  been  spent 
in  the  service  of  the  Master.  He  is  a  gentleman  of 
upright  life  and  character  and  stands  high  in  the 
estimation  of  the  people  among  whom  he  has  made 
his  home. 

,OBERT  ALLINGHAM  was  a  pioneer  of 
jf"  Kansas  in  the  early  days  of  its  settlement, 
first  visiting  it  in  1855,  and  returning  to 
he  State  in  1857.  He  has  been  a  continuous 
resident  of  Riley  County  ever  since,  has  witnessed 
its  growth,  and  has  promoted  it  as  a  successful,  en- 
terprising man  of  business.  He  is  one  of  the  lead- 
ing citizens  of  Manhattan,  where  he  is  engaged  in 
the  provision  business,  which  he  established  here 
several  years  ago.  He  has  been  conspicuous  in  the 
|)ublic  life  of  the  city,  as  well  as  of  the  countj',  has 
l)eon  at  the  head  of  the  municipal  government, 
and  has  held  other  responsible  ofiices  in  which  his 
counsels  and  wisdom  have  been  of  value  in  ad- 
vancing local  interests  and  all  enterprises  tending 
to  improve  the  city. 

Born  July  U.I,  1834,  Mr.  Allingham  is  a  native 
(if  the  province  of  Ontario,  Canada,  and  a  son  of 
William  Allingham,  who  was  born,  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  Ireland.     He  and  his  brother  Robert  were 


the  only  children  of  their  parents,  and  they  came 
to  America  in  early  life.  Robert  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  Manhattan  about  1860,  and  still  makes  his 
home  here.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  about 
nineteen  years  old  when  he  came  to  this  country, 
and  he  located  in  Canada,  where  he  learned  the 
trades  of  a  carpenter  and  millwright,  and  followed 
them  in  his  Canadian  home  till  1849.  In  that  year 
he  came  to  the  States,  and  found  employment  in 
i'ittsburg  at  his  trades,  and  was  also  engaged  in 
boat-building  in  that  city.  In  1853  he  went  from 
there  to  Cincinnati,  and  worked  there  till  1855, 
when  on  the  26th  of  April,  he  embarked  on  the 
steamer  Hartford  with  the  Kansas  Land  Company, 
our  subject  accompanjing  him,  and  came  to  the 
Territory  of  Kansas.  The  river  was  low  and  the 
steamer  had  to  wait  at  Kansas  City  for  a  few  days, 
and  then  a  smaller  boat  came  along,  and  father  and 
son  boarded  it,  and  after  a  while  arrived  at  the 
present  site  of  Manhattan,  then  called  Boston. 
The  elder  Mr.  Allingham  made  a  claim  to  a  tract 
of  land  one  and  one-half  miles  south  of  the  court 
house,  and  built  a  log  cabin,  covering  the  roof  with 
Cottonwood  bark.  There  were  no  saw-mills  in 
Kansas  at  that  time,  and  he  and  his  son  arranged 
a  primitive  one.  by  building  a  frame  against  the 
bank,  and  using  a  whip  saw,  with  one  man  below 
at  one  end,  and  a  man  to  operate  it  above,  and  in 
that  way  they  sawed  considerable  lumber.  In  1856 
the  father  returned  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  for  his 
family  and  came  back  by  steamer  to  Kansas  City, 
where  he  hired  a  man  to  convey  himself  and  family 
to  Manhattan.  That  was  the  time  of  the  Free 
State  and  pro-slavery  trouliles,  when  there  was 
much  excitement  and  bloodshed,  and  it  required 
men  of  strong  nerve,  cool  head  and  energetic  char- 
acter to  settle  in  the  disputed  territory.  Mr.  Alling- 
ham possessed  those  traits  and  was  not  dismayed 
by  the  dangers  and  trials  of  life  on  the  frontier. 
He  built  another  and  larger  house  on  his  claim, 
making  Hhe  sides  of  bark  and  the  roof  of  thatch. 
There  were  but  few  settlers  here  at  that  time,  and 
consequently  not  much  demand  for  carpenters,  so 
he  worked  at  whatever  his  hands  found  to  do. 
splitting  wood,  making  ax  handles  and  other  things. 
In  1857  times  grew  better  for  him,  as  there  wiis 
quitt  an  emigration  to  those  parts  in  that  year,  and 
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he  was  kept  busy  at  carpentering.  He  has  continued 
to  wori<  at  his  trade  and  to  carry  on  agriculture 
ever  since,  and  is  still  a  respected  resident  of  the 
county  of  which  he  was  a  pioneer.  He  now  has  a 
farm  two  and  one-half  miles  south  of  the  city  on 
which  lie  maizes  his  home,  surrounded  by  all  the 
comforls  tliat  lieart  could  wish.  He  has  his  land 
under  excellent  tillage  and  has  erected  a  sub- 
stantial set  of  buildings,  and  lias  provided  liis  farm 
with  everything  needful  for  its  cultivation.  The 
maiden  name  of  his  wife  who  shares  with  him  the 
home  she  lias  aided  him  in  building  up.  was  Mar- 
garet Ta3'lor,  and  she  was  born  in  the  North  of 
Ii  eland. 

The  subject  of  tliis  biograpliy  was  fifteen  years 
old  when  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  their  new 
home  in  Pittsburg,  and  soon  after  he  commenced 
to  work  in  a  ship-yard,  where  he  learned  the  trade 
of  boat-building,  and  he  worked  at  that  occupation 
there  till  1855,  coming  then  to  Kansas  with  his  fa- 
ther, as  before  stated.  He  tired  of  the  life  on  the 
frontier,  and  returned  to  Cincinnati,  where  he 
worked  at  boat-building  till  the  spring  of  1857, 
when  he  came  back  to  Kansas  and  bought  a  claim 
one  and  one-half  miles  from  the  Manhattan  court 
house.  He  was  still  a  single  man  and  made  his 
home  with  his  parents.  In  1857  the  coming  of  a 
number  of  emigrants  made  tlie  times  lively,  and  he 
found  considerable  work  at  his  trade,  and  when  not 
thus  employed  was  occupied  at  agricultural  pur- 
suits. There  was  no  market  of  any  account  for 
some  time  after  he  came  here,  and  money  was 
scarce,  and  at  one  time  he  traded  one  hundred 
bushels  of  corn  with  Judge  Pipher  for  a  fifteen 
dollar  overcoat.  In  1877  he  established  himself  in 
his  present  business  as  a  provision  dealer,  and  bj' 
wise  and  intelligent  measures  has  built  u[)  a  large 
and  flourishing  trade  among  the  best  customers  in 
the  city,  his  large  and  neatly  appointed  establish- 
ment being  stocked  with  everylhing  usually  carried 
by  men  in  his  line. 

Mr.  Allingham  has  been  lilessed  with  a  wife  who 
is  in  every  sense  of  the  word  a  true  helpmate,  his 
marriage  with  her  having  been  solemnized  in  May, 
1861.  Her  maiden  name  was  Mary  Carlton,  and 
she  is  a  native  of  Otsego  County.  N.  Y..  and  a 
daughter  of    Aloiizo  and  Senia  Carlton.     Mr.   and 


Mrs.  Allingham  have  six  children,  namely:  AVilliam 
A.,  who  is  married  and  settled  in  life;  Jessie,  who 
is  the  wife  of  Archie  Briggs;  Etta,  who  is  the  wife 
of   A.  R.  Allen;  and  Fred,  George  and  Floyd. 

Mr.  Allingham's  high  character,  fortified  by 
sound  principles  and  good  habits,  together  with 
his  business  (|ualifications,  have  won  him  the  con- 
fidence of  his  fellow-citizens  in  a  marked  degree, 
and  no  one,  we  may  venture  to  say,  is  held  in 
greater  esteem  in  business  and  social  circles  through- 
out Riley  County  than  he.  It  is  not  then  to  be 
wondered  at  that  he  has  been  frequently  solicited 
to  hold  office,  and  in  the  vigorous,  honest,  and  able 
discharge  of  the  duties  thus  devolving  upon  him, 
he  has  justified  the  choice  of  his  constituents  and 
shown  himself  to  be  actuated  by  patriotic  motives. 
He  has  served  several  terms  as  a  member  of  the 
City  Council,  has  also  been  Mayor  of  the  city, 
and  has  held  the  office  of  County  Commissioner. 
He  is  a  man  of  progressive,  liberal  views,  de- 
cided in  his  opinions,  though  not  obnoxiouslj' 
so.  In  early  manhood  he  was  an  ardent  cham- 
pion of  the  Free  State  cause,  and  he  was  a  Re- 
publican for  many  years,  but  for  the  past  four 
years  he  has  been  independent  in  his  politics.  Mrs. 
Allingham  is  a  devoted  member  of  the  Presbyter- 
ian Church,  and  by  her  life  is  known  to  be  a  tme 
Christian. 


-^^P>^i»»' 


^^  IIARLES  BRADLEY  is  a  highly  respected 
'|!  citizen  of  Manhattan,  Riley  County, where  be 

^^^  has  resided  many  3'ears.  He  is  now  living  in 
retirement  in  one  of  its  pleasantest  and  most  com- 
fortable homes,  free  from  care  and  the  necessity  of 
labor,  and  enjoying  the  ample  competence  he  has 
secured  by  years  of  thrift  and  well-directed  toil. 
He  was  born  in  the  town  of  Caldwell,  Warren 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  May  31,  1818.  His  father,  Jesse  Brad- 
ley was  born,  it  is  thought,  in  Connecticut,  in  1786, 
being  the  son  of  one  Thadeus  Bradley,  who  though 
of  New  England  birth  was  of  English  parentage, 
his  father  having  been  one  of  the  three  brothers 
who  came  from  England  and  settled  in  this  country 
in  Colonial  times.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  a 
jiioneer  of  Warren  County,  he  buying  a  tract  of 
wild,    heavily-timbered    laud   in  the  town  of  Cald- 
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well,  on  what  was  known  as  the  Caldwell  Patent, 
and  having  to  pay  a  royalty-  of  twelve  and  a  half 
cents  an  acre  each  year  after  it  came  into  his  pos- 
session. His  first  work  was  to  erect  a  log  house 
in  that  primeval  forest,  and  in  that  humble  abode 
our  subject  was  born.  He  cleared  quite  a  tract  of 
his  land,  and  erected  substantial  frame  buildings, 
and  improved  quite  a  good  farm.  There  was  no 
railway  in  that  sparsely  settled  region  for  many 
years  and  Glen  Falls  was  the  nearest  market,  the 
road  to  it  leading  over  rough  ways  through  the 
woods.  The  mother  of  our  subject, who  was  an  adept 
in  all  household  arts,  used  to  card  and  spin  flax 
and  wool,  and  her  children  were  clothed  in  cloth 
woven  by  her  own  hands.  In  1833  Mr.  Bradlej' 
sold  his  property  in  Caldwell,  and  moving  to  the 
town  of  Easton,  in  Washington  County ,was  actively 
engaged  in  farming  there  many  years.  As  his  wife 
had  but  few  conveniences  for  carrying  on  her 
housework,  so  he  had  to  use  what' would  be  consider- 
ed to-day  rude  tools  and  primitive  methods  in  con- 
ducting his  farm  labors.  The  old  fashioned  wooden 
mold  board  plow  was  employed  to  turn  the  soil, 
it  being  the  best  then  in  use,  and  grain  was  cut 
with  a  sickle  and  threshed  with  a  flail.  It  was  then 
cleaned  by  placing  it  on  what  was  called  a  corn  dust 
fan,  which  was  simply  a  willow  basket  made  in  the 
shape  of  a  dust  pan,  which  was  shaken  by  hand, 
and  thus  the  chafi"  was  separated  from  the  grain. 
The  father  of  our  subject  died  in  Greenwich  in  1864 
at  a  ripe  old  age.  He  was  a  man  of  sterling  merit, up- 
right and  conscientious  in  his  dealings,  and  worthy 
of  the  esteem  with  which  he  was  regarded  by  all 
who  knew  him.  The  maiden  name  of  his  good 
wife  was  Sarah  Burdick,  and  she  was  a  native  of 
New  York  Slate,  and  a  daughter  of  Nathan  Bur- 
dick, a  pioneer  of  Warren  County.  She  died  at 
Greenwich  in  1869.  She  was  the  mother  of  the 
following  six  children:  Sophia.  Ephraim,  ]Mar3', 
Charles,  Miranda,  Francis. 

Charles,  of  whom  we  write,  was  educated  in  the 
early  schools  of  Warren  County,  that  were  taught 
on  the  subscription  plan.  The  school  that  he  first 
attended  was  held  in  the  log  house  where  he 
was  born,  and  it  was  provided  with  home-made 
furniture  for  the  use  of  the  pupils,  and  heated  by  a 
large,    old-fashioned    lireplace.      Goose   quill   jiens 


were  the  only  pens  then  known,  and  the  principal 
requisite  of  a  teacher  was  to  be  able  to  make  a  good 
pen.  When  not  in  school  our  subject  was  required 
to  assist  in  the  farm  work,  and  he  was  thus  engaged 
till  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age,  when  he  left  the 
parental  home  to  ply  the  trade  of  a  carpenter;  be- 
ing a  natural  mechanic  he  did  not  have  to  serve  an 
apprenticeship.  He  commenced  work  with  a  car- 
penter named  Henry  Chapman,  in  Greenwich,  and 
remained  with  him  seven  years.  At  the  expiration 
of  that  time  he  established  himself  in  business  as  a 
contractor  and  builder,  and  his  first  contract  was 
for  the  erection  of  the  academy  in  Greenwich, 
which  building  is  now  used  for  a  public  school  in 
that  city.  In  1859  Mr.  Bradley  entered  into  the 
flax  business,  leasing  large  tracts  of  land  on  which 
to  raise  that  plant,  and  buying  besides  the  greater 
part  of  the  flax  raised  in  that  region,  and  after 
breaking  it  selling  the  tow.  In  1861  he  turned  his 
attention  to  another  business,  leasing  a  mill  in 
East  Bennington,  Vt.,  and  engaging  in  the  manu- 
facture of  glazed  wadding,  continuing  the  same 
for  two  years,  when  he  sold  his  mill  and  resumed 
his  business  as  a  builder.  In  1868  he  sold  his  prop- 
erty in  the  East,  and  coming  as  far  West  as  Illi- 
nois, bought  cit}'  property  in  Mendota,  which  he 
sold  after  a  year's  residence  in  that  place,  and  then 
lived  the  two  following  years  in  Galesbui-g,  III., 
after  which  he  came  to  Manhattan  and  engaged 
with  E.  B.  Purcell.  He  remained  in  the  employ  of 
that  gentleman  fourteen  years,  the  greater  part  of 
the  time  in  charge  of  the  Rocky  Ford  flour  mill, 
and  all  of  the  time  in   charge  of    the   mechanical 

j  department  of  Mr.  Purcell's  extensive  business.  In 
1887  our  subject  went  to  California  and  spent  a 
year  in  Escondido,  where  he  invested  in  real  estate. 
After  his  return  to  Manhattan  he  retired  from 
business,  having  acquired  a  sufficient  amount  of 
wealth  to  enable  him  to  live  at  ease. 

Mr.  Bradley  has  been  twice  married.  His  first 
marriage  which  took  place  in  1846.  was  to  Cla- 
rinda  Fenton,  a  native  of  Greenwich,  N.  Y.,  and  a 
daughter  of  Zalmen  Fenton.  This  faithful  wife 
and  helpmate  of  his  early    manhood  died   after  a 

j  brief  but  happy  wedded  life  in  1849.  Mr.  Brad- 
ley's second  marriage  was  in  18.1-2  to  Miss  Rachel 
Ann  Shurtleff,   a   native    of    Easton.    Washington 
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Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  a  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Asaph  Shurt- 
leff,  a  well  known  minister  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  in  that  part  of  New  York.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Bradley  have  one  daughter  living,  Ella,  wife 
of  F.  H.  Christv,  a  resident  of  Manhattan. 

Mr.  Bradley  has  always  so  conducted  himself  as 
to  win  the  trust  and  esteem  of  all  about  him,  and 
he  is  justly  classed  among  our  most  wortliy  citi- 
zens. He  has  acquired  his  property  by  the  exer- 
cise of  those  traits  of  character  that  mark  him  as  a 
man  of  fine  capacity,  intelligence,  self-reliance,  and 
of  industrious  habits.  He  is  a  man  of  earnest  re- 
ligious belief,  and  having  joined  the  Baptist  Church 
in  his  youth,  he  has  always  held  firmly  to  that 
faith.  Mr.  Bradlej''s  second  wife  departed  this  life 
in  Manhattan  Towushii)  in   1876. 

(-^^  ILAS  D.  STRONG.  One  of  the  most  inter- 
^^^  esting  families  in  Swede  Creek  Township  is 
(j^^  that  of  Mr.  Strong,  who,  with  his  estimable 
wife  and  a  family  of  more  than  ordinarily 
bright  children,  occupies  a  snug  homestead  on  sec- 
tion 2.  ^Ir.  Strong  is  one  of  the  old  settlers  of 
Northern  Kansas,  where  he  is  widel3'  and  favorably 
known;  he  was  a  soldier  in  the  late  Civil  AVar,  and 
in  addition  to  being  a  thorough  and  skillful  farmer. 
is  likewise  a  carpenter,  the  knowledge  of  which 
trade  has  served  him  well  in  the  erection  of  his 
buildings  and  other  work  about  his  farm.  His 
landed  possessions  comprise  211  acres,  which  he 
has  brought  to  a  good  state  of  cultivation,  and 
which,  under  a  process  of  thorough  tillage,  have 
become  the  source  of  a  fine  income. 

A  native  of  Richland  County,  Ohio,  Mr.  Strong 
was  born  Oct.  12,  1826,  acquiring  a  practical  edu- 
cation in  the  district  school.  His  parents  were 
Orange  and  Jemimah  (Hall)  Strong,  of  Scotch  and 
English  ancestry  respectively,  the  father  a  native 
of  Burlington,  Vt.,  and  the  mother  of  Morristown, 
N.  J.  The  father  being  of  a  religious  turn  of 
mind,  entered  into  the  ministry  at  the  age  of  eight- 
een years  and  continued  until  his  death,  Aug.  24, 
1838,  in  his  thirty-eighth  year,  having  been  born 
April  7,  1801.  The  mother  died  in  Xovemlier, 
1882.  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine  years,  having  boon 


born  April  6,  1803.  They  were  married  Dee.  18, 
1823,  and  were  the  parents  of  three  sons  and  two 
daugliters,  namely:  Caleb,  Silas  D.,  Rachel  C, 
Sarah  .1.  and  .Tohn  C.  Sarah  J.  and  John  C.  died 
young;  Caleb  married  and  left  a  family  at  his 
death;  Rachel  married  Ira  Parker,  and  lives  in 
Clay  County,  Neb. 

When  seventeen  years  old  Mr.  Strong  began 
learning  the  carpenter's  trade,  at  which  he  became 
so  proficient  that  he  soon  developed  into  a  master 
builder,  and  thereafter  for  a  number  of  years  was 
engaged  as  a  builder  and  contractor  in  different 
t)arts  of  the  State.  He  was  first  married  in  Knox 
County,  to  Desmonia  Lambertson,  and  became  the 
father  of  two  children.  The  eldest,  Roaldo  I)., 
took  kindly  to  his  books,  and  is  now  a  teacher  in 
Marshall  County,  Kan.  He  was  for  a  time  an  at- 
tendant at  the  Naval  Academy,  at  Annapolis,  Md., 
wliitfh  position  he  finally  resigned.  The  other  son, 
Leighton  E.,  died  when  three  years  old. 

In  1852  Mr.  Strong  removed  to  Cedar  County, 
Iowa,  where  he  sojourned  six  years,  engaged  in  car- 
pentering. We  next  find  him  in  Memphis,  Tenn., 
where  he  remained  until  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil 
War,  then  fled  to  the  North  to  escape  being  forced 
into  the  Rebel  service.  Settling  once  more  in  Mor- 
row County,  Ohio,  he  was  the  second  time  married, 
Jan.  1,  1863,  to  Miss  Hannah  K.,  daughter  of  John 
Russell,  a  native  of  Belmont  Count}',  that  State. 
The  paternal  grandfather  of  Mrs  Strong  was  Samuel 
Russell,  a  native  of  Loudoun  County,  Va.,  who, 
when  a  young  man,  emigrated  to  Belmont  County, 
Ohio,  and  entering  land  became  a  well-to-do  farmer, 
and  resided  there  until  his  death.  He  was  a  Quaker 
in  religion,  and  the  grandson  of  an  Englishman 
who  crossed  the  Atlantic  during  the  Colonial  da3's. 

John  Russell  when  quite  young  was  presented 
bj'his  father  with  a  farm  in  Morrow  County,  Ohio, 
which  iiad  been  entered  by  the  latter  from  the 
Government,  and  was  eighty  acres  in  extent,  lo- 
cated near  Cardington.  He  operated  upon  this 
until  his  death,  in  Februarj',  1867,  at  the  .age  of 
forty-nine  years.  He  was  a  Republican  politically, 
and  a  Universalist  in  his  religious  views.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Sarah  Parkins,  who  was  born  in  Belmont 
County.  Ohio,  in  1822,  and  who  removed  with  her 
[jarents  to  Morrow   County   when   a   child   of    thir- 
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teen  years.  Grandfather  Isaac  Parkins  was  a  na- 
tive of  Frederick  Count}',  Va.,  whence  he  emigrated 
at  an  early  day  to  the  Buckeye  State.  He  located 
first  in  Belmont  County,  then  removed  to  Morrow 
County,  where,  in  connection  with  farming,  he  op- 
erated a  large  tannery,  and  hecnnie  well-to-do.  He 
was  the  son  of  Jonath;ui  l';ui<iii>.  a  gentleman  of 
Welsii  descent,  born  in  ^■il■ginia.  and  a  (^)uaker  in 
his  religious  belief.  The  latter  spent  his  last  days 
in  Belmont  County,  Ohio. 

Tlie  mother  of  IMrs.  Strong,  after  the  death  of 
lier  luisband,  remained  on  the  old  homestead  in 
Oiiit)  until  the  fall  of  1883,  then  set  out  for  Kansas, 
arriving  at  the  home  of  her  daughter  October  19,. 
and  here  she  has  since  lived.  The  parental  house- 
hold included  six  children,  of  whom  Hannah  Iv. 
(Mrs.  Strong)  was  the  eldest  born;  Isaac  P.  re- 
mains on  the  old  lioniestead  in  Ohio;  Mary  N.died 
Nov.  25,  1887;  Louisa  J.  died  Nov.  12,  1877;  Lin- 
neaus  J.  is  a  resident  of  Morrow  County,  Ohio; 
(ieorge  W.  died  when  five  years  old. 

Mrs.  Hannah  K.  Strong  was  born  near  Carding- 
ton.  Morrow  Co.,  Oiiit),  .Tune  25,  1845,  and  was 
reared  there,  on  her  fatlier's  farm,  having  the  ad- 
vantages of  a  common-school  education.  She  re- 
mained under  the  home  roof  until  her  marriage, 
becoming  familiar  witii  all  useful  household  duties, 
and  under  the  training  of  an  excellent  mother  was 
well- fitted  for  the  mistress  of  a  good  man's  home. 
She  has  been  a  faithful  and  efficient  helpmate  of 
her  husband  in  all  his  worthy  undertakings,  and 
witli  him  enjoys  the  acquaintance  and  friendship 
of  the  best  people  of  their  township.  Their  con- 
genial union  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  nine  chil- 
dren, viz.:  William  L.,  Charles  A.,  Edward  ()., 
Mary  E.,  Maggie  L.,  Ilarleigh  H.  and  Nana  Jessie. 
Jessie  F.  and  Henry  R.  are  deceased.  The  second 
eldest  son  learned  carpentering  with  his  father,  and 
follows  his  trade  at  Manhattan;  Mary  PI  learned 
dressmaking  at  Blue  Rapids,  and,  with  the  other 
children,  makes  her  home  with  her  parents. 

In  addition  to  being  a  carpenter  and  builder, 
Mr.  Strong  has  operated  as  an  architect,  possessing 
no  mean  genius  in  this  line,  and  has  put  up  some 
of  the  finest  buildings  in  the  State  of  Ohio.  In 
January,  1865,  he  enlisted  as  a  Union  soldier  in 
Company  F,  18Cth  Ohio  Infantry,  being  mustered 


into  service  at  Camp  Chase.  His  health  being 
very  poor,  he  was  detailed  to  assist  in  the  hospital 
at  Nashville  and.  other  places.  Tie  consequently 
did  not  see  any  fighting,  and  the  war  soon  closing, 
he  was  mustered  out  at  Nashville  in  September 
following.  He  then  returned  home,  and  for  some 
time  suffered  greatly  from  ill  health.  He,  how- 
ever, followed  his  trade  as  closely  as  possible  until 
the  fall  of  1869,  when  he  came  to  Kansas  and 
homesteaded  a  part  of  the  land  which  he  now  owns 
and  occupies. 

In  the  spring  of  187(1  Mrs.  St.'ung  came  out  witli 
the  family,  and  as  soon  as  tliey  were  settled  he  began 
farming  in  true  pioneer  style.  There  was  then 
only  one  house  between  his  place  and  Irving.  He 
put  up  a  small  frame  dwelling,  and  plowed  his 
ground  with  an  ox  team.  In  the  meantime  he 
worked  considerably  at  his  trade,  and  during  his 
absence  Mrs.  Strong  carried  on  the  farm.  They 
were  prospered,  and  in  due  time  purchased  land 
adjoining  until  their  farm  assumed  its  present  ]n'o- 
portions.  Twenty-four  acres  have  been  planted 
witli  apple  and  olher  fruit  trees,  and  in  addition  to 
horticulture  and  general  farming,  Mr.  Strong  keeps 
a  goodly  assortment  of  live  stock.  Politically,  his 
sympathies  are  with  the  Union  Labor  part3%  in 
which  he  is  quite  prominent,  and  is  frequently  sent 
as  a  delegate  to  the  various  conventions.  In  Ohio 
he  was  connected  with  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  he  be- 
longs to  the  G.  A.  R.  Post  at  Irving.  He  has  been 
Justice  of  the  Peace  three  terms,  and  served  as  a 
member  of  the  School  Board  and  Clerk  of  elec- 
tions. ' 

—5 #«# 5— 

JI^EV.  JAMES  HERVEY  LEE,  i^uperinten- 
'IWj  dent  of  Schools  in  Riley  County,  is  one  of 
ili\\\  the  foremost  educators  in  Kansas.  He  is 
\^)  a  native  of  Ohio,  born  in  Savannah,  Ash- 
land Co.,  July  11,  1830.  His  father,  William  Lee, 
w.as  born  in  Brooke  County,  Va.  in  1802.  His  fa- 
ther, George  Lee,  a  native  of  County  Donegal,  Ire- 
land, left  the  home  of  his  birth  with  one  or  two 
brothers  and  coming  to  America,  located  in  Brooke 
County,  where  ho  bought  a  tract  of  land,  on  whicli 
lie  resided  a  few  years.  He  then  left  ^'irginia,  and 
for  some  time  was  a  residentof  Washington  County. 
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Pa.  His  next  move  was  in  1827  to  Wayne  Count3', 
Ohio,  of  which  lie  thus  became  a  pioneer,  the  re- 
moval being  made  witii  teams.  lie  bought  land  in 
Baughman  Township,  and  farmed  there  till  his 
death  in  1837. 

The  father  of  our  subject  learned  the  trade  of  a 
wheelwright,  and  soon  after  serving  his  apprentice- 
ship he  too  became  a  pioneer  of  Ohio,  locating  in 
what  is  now  Ashland  County,  where  he  opened  a 
shop  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  his  trade.  He 
resided  there  about  ten  j'ears,  and  then  bought  his 
father's  farm  in  Wayne  County,  and  lived  there  six 
years.  Medina  Count}'  next  became  his  home,  and 
for  about  ten  years  he  was  busily  engaged  in  the 
management  of  the  farm  that  he  bought  in  York 
Township  on  his  removal  there.  After  that  he 
carried  on  farming  in  Michigan,  jnii-chasing  a  farm 
in  Ingham  County,  near  Lansing,  and  residing 
there  till  1868,  when  he  came  to  Manhattan  and 
bonght  a  home  in  the  city,  and  lived  here  in  pleas- 
ant retirement  till  his  death  in  1881.  The  mother 
of  our  subject,  whose  maiden  'name  was  Mary 
Sinkey,  was  a  native  of  Western  Penns^'lvania.  She 
was  a  daughter  of  Abraham  Sinkey.  who  was  a  na- 
tive of  Eastern  Pennsylvania.  He  removed  from 
there  to  Knox  County,  Ohio,  was  one  of  its 
pioneers,  and  there  died.  His  wife  was  Ann  Foster, 
and  she  was  born  in  Cannonsburg,  Pa.  Her  father 
was  a  prominent  officer  in  the  Revolution,  served 
on  Gen.  Washington's  staff,  and  was  present  at  the 
surrender  of  Cornwallis  atYorktown.  The  mother 
of  our  subject  spent  her  last  years  in  JVIanhattan, 
dying  in  1885  at  a.  venerable  age.  The  following 
are  tlie  names  of  the  ten  children  born  to  the 
parents  of  our  subject,  all  of  whom  are  living, 
except  Edward  Y.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twent}'- 
one;  Rev.  John  N..  Caroline  E.,  Louisa  S.,  Joseph 
M.,  Mary  E.,  William  H.,  Charles  H..  Francis  C. 

The  subject  of  this  biography  received  his  early 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  Ohio,  and  at  the 
age  of  eighteen  commenced  teaching.  The  first 
term  he  received  in  payment  for  his  services  |14  a 
month  and  boarded  around.  The  second  term 
his  salary  was  raised  to  $17  a  month,  and  the  third 
term  he  was  given  $20  a  month.  He  was  desirous 
of  obtaining  a  better  education,  and  deciding  to 
enter   Kenyon  College,  his  next  step  was   to  pro- 


cure the  money  to  pay  his  tuition  in  that  institution 
of  learning.  He  was  then  twenty-four  years  old, 
well  gifted  with  a  clear  brain  and  a  goo()  physique. 
But  these  constituted  his  only  capital,  aside  from 
the  sum  of  $11  dollars  in  his  pocket,  and  to  one 
less  ambitious  and  sanguine  his  prospects  for  ob- 
taining a  higher  education  would  have  seemed  like 
a  forlorn  hope.  Not  so  to  him,  however,  he  put 
his  trust  in  Providence  to  provide  the  means,  and 
soon  an  advantageous  partnership  in  a  book  store 
was  offered  him,  and  friends  lent  him  the  money 
with  which  to  buy  it.  He  spent  a  part  of  each 
day  in  the  store,  and  devoted  the  remainder  of  the 
time  to  hard  study  and  recitation,  and  thus  thor- 
oughly' equipped  himself  for  college,  and  was  en- 
abled to  pursue  the  course  in  a  short  time,  having 
at  the  end  of  three  years  sold  his  interest  in  the 
store,  paid  all  his  debts,  and  had  $140  left,  with 
which  to  defray  his  expenses  at  school.  He  waf 
graduated  the  following  year  with  high  honors,  and 
entered  the  theological  department  of  the  college, 
and  while  studying  for  the  ministry,  he  taught  in 
the  grammar  school.  In  1862  he  was  graduated 
from  the  theological  department,  and  was  ordained 
minister  and  deacon  in  the  Episcopal  Church,  and 
was  appointed  assistant  to  the  rector  of  St.  Paul's 
Church  at  Steubenville,  Ohio.  He  entered  with 
zeal  upon  his  duties,  which  were  many  and  arduous, 
as  each  alternate  Sunday  he  preached  in  the  morn- 
ing at  Steubenville  and  in  the  afternoon  at  Cherry 
Hill,  and  the  following  Sunday'  preached  at  Wells- 
ville,  Ohio,  and  besides  had  much  parish  work  to 
attend  to.  Two  years  later  he  went  to  La  Porte, 
Ind.,  as  rector  of  St.  Paul's  Church  in  that  city.  In 
1866,  after  a  successful  pastorate  there,  he  came  to 
Manhattan  to  .iccept  the  position  of  rector  of  St. 
Paul's  Church  in  this  city  and  also  the  Chair  of 
Classics  and  English  Literature  in  the  Kansas  State 
Agricultural  College,  occupying  the  latter  position 
nine  years,  and  for  the  greater  part  of  the  time  ful- 
filling the  duties  of  rector  of  the  Episcopal  Church 
mentioned.  His  career  as  a  professor  marked  him 
as  a  deep  thinker,  an  able  instructor,  and  a  pro- 
found scholar,  and  he  has  but  added  fresh  laurels 
to  his  reputation  as  an  educator  since  his  appoint- 
ment to  the  higli  and  important  office  that  he  liolds 
as  Superintendent  of     Schools  of  Riley    Count}-. 
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Ik'  has  (lone  a  great  work  here  since  lie  entered 
upon  the  dnties  of  his  position,  has  brought  about 
man}'  needed  reforms,  and  has  raised  the  standard 
of  education.  lie  was  first  appointed  to  the  su  ■ 
perintendeney  in  the  spring  of  1880.  was  elected  to 
tiio  ofliee  in  the  fall  of  the  same  yenv,  and  has  re- 
ceived the  compliment  of  a  re-election  every  two 
years  since,  the  citizens  of  this  county  thus  testi- 
fying to  their  appreciation  of  his  eminent  services 
in  the  cause  of  education  and  to  the  high  estima- 
tion in  which  he  is  regarded  personally.  Our  sub- 
ject is  no  less  distinguished  in  the  pulpit,  from 
which  he  has  wielded  a  great  influence  for  good, 
and  his  steadfast  zeal  for  the  honor  of  the  cause 
of  religion  is  seconded  by  valuable  service  in  its 
behalf,  and  he  never  hesitates  to  lend  his  best  en- 
ergies to  the  advancement  of  the  church.  In  poli- 
tics, he  is  a  firm  Republican,  and  has  been  since  the 
party  was  organized,  casting  his  first  Presidential 
vote  for  Gen.  Fremont. 

Mr.  Lee  was  married  June  25,  1866  to  Miss 
Laura  C.  Canfield,  a  native  of  Medina,  the  county 
seat  of  Medina  County,  Ohio.  Five  children  have 
been  born  to  them:  William  Canfield,  Marv  Cor- 
nelia, J.  Mcllvaine,  Harry  N.,  and  Robert  M. 

Mrs.  Lee  is  a  daughter  of  the  late  Hon.  William 
Canfield,  formerly  a  distinguished  member  of  the 
judiciary  of  Kansas.  He  was  a  native  of  Ohio,  of 
New  England  antecedents.  His  father,  Herman 
Canfield,  who  was  born  in  Connecticut,  was  a  promi- 
nent pioneer  of  Mahoning  County,  Ohio,  where  he 
bought  a  large  tract  of  land,  and  the  village  of 
Canfield  was  named  in  his  honor.  He  cleared  a 
good  deal  of  his  land,  and  improved  an  extensive 
farm  before  his  death  in  that  county.  Mrs.  Lee's 
father  was  reared  in  his  native  county,  and  was  a 
student  of  law  with  the  well-known  Hon.  Benjamin 
Wade  in  the  office  of  Judge  Whitels3\  After  ad- 
mission to  the  bar  Mr.  Caufield  located  in  Medina, 
and  practiced  there  several  years,  and  was  elected 
.ludge  of  the  District  Court,  which  office  he  held 
two  terms.  In  1867  he  came  to  Kansas  and  opened 
an  office  in  Junction  City.  One  year  later  he  was 
appointed  Judge  for  the  judicial  district  embracing 
the  country  from  Manhattan  on  the  east  to  the 
western  line  of  the  State.  He  served  in  lliat  oliice 
wiih    distinction  till   his  death,  whicli  occurred  at 


the  home  of  our  subject  in  1874.  Thus  dying 
while  at  the  height  of  his  fame,  and  while  still  in 
the  midst  of  an  honorable  career,  his  death  was 
regarded  as  a  loss  to  our  citizenship  and  to  his  pro- 
fession, and  was  mourned  by  a  large  circle  of  friends 
and  neighbors  who  knew  his  great  worth  and  his 
sterling  social  qualities.  He  practiced  law  with  the 
utmost  success  and  rose  to  the  head  of  his  profes- 
sion, his  legal  ability  being  of  superior  order.  As 
a  judge  he  won  a  high  reputation  for  his  probity, 
uniform  fairness,  and  for  the  carefulness  of  his  de- 
cisions. The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Mary 
King  Hanchett.  She  was  born  in  Connecticut  and 
dieil  in  Jledina,  Ohio,  in  1855.  Mrs.  Lee  was  the 
only  child  of  her  parents,  and  she  resided  with  her 
father  till  her  marriage,  receiving  every  advantage 
for  a  superior  education,  that  has  fitted  her  to  sym- 
pathize with  her  husband  in  his  work. 


/>!=^,  EORGE  N.  COLLISTER.     In  th( 

b=i   this  notice  we  have  one  of  the  ris 
.^   J(      M: 


bjeet  of 
men  of 
Manhattan  Township,  Rilej'  County,  who  is 
rapidly  assuming  a  leading  position  in  his  commu- 
nity. He  is  a  thorough  and  skillful  farmer,  a  good 
business  manager  and  personally  is  of  that  frank, 
open  and  pleasing  manner  which  makes  him  a  gen- 
eral favorite  wherever  known.  He  was  born  in 
Painesville,  Lake  Co.,  Ohio,  July  5,  1856,  and  is 
the  son  of  Nelson  and  Maria  (Russell)  CoUister, 
the  formt  r  a  native  of  the  Isle  of  Man  and  a  black- 
smith b3'  trade.  Mrs.  CoUister  was  born  in  New 
York  State.  The  parental  household  consisted  of 
four  children,  the  eldest  of  whom,  a  daughter, 
Louise,  is  the  wife  of  W.  C.  Babcock,  a  stove 
mounter  b}^  trade.  They  have  two  children  and 
reside  in  Painesville;  Harriet  died  when  two  years 
of  age;  William  married  Miss  Lena  Taylor,  is  the 
father  of  two  children,  and  lives  in  Painesville; 
George  N.,  the  next  to  the  oldest  of  the  family,  re- 
ceived a  common-school  education  and  learned 
l)utchering  but  subsequentl3-  was  emplojed  as  a 
clerk  in  Painesville.  His  father  died  when  he  was  a 
lad  of  seven  years;  his  mother  is  still  living  and  a 
resident  of  Painesville. 

Mr.    CoUister  came  to  Kansas    in  April,    1881, 
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worked  in  Manhattan  Township  one  year  and  sub- 
sequently was  employed  as  a  farm  laborer  on  the 
place  which  he  now  manages  and  occupies,  until 
Jan.  1 ,  1 889.  when  he  assumed  control  for  the  pro- 
prietor. Gen.  J.  S.  Casement,  of  Painesville.  He 
has  charge  of  3,;')00  acres,  640  of  which  are  under 
the  plow.  There  is  a  large  orchard  and  a  two 
story  stone  residence,  besides  tenement  houses  and 
other  requisite  buildings.  This  is  looked  upon  as 
one  of  the  best  equipped  stock  farms  in  Riley  Coun- 
ty. The  land  is  situated  on  section  31  along  the  Blue 
River,  three  miles  north  of  Manhattan  and  there  is 
a  fine  stretch  of  pasture  across  the  river  in  Potta- 
watomie County. 

Mr.  CoUister  was  married  Kov.  17.  1886,  to  Miss 
Mary  C,  daughter  of  Patrick  Burke,in  Kansas  City. 
Mrs.  Collister  was  likewise  born  in  Painesville, 
Ohio,  in  1861,  and  her  father  still  resides  there.  Of 
her  union  with  our  subject  there  have  been  born 
two  children — George  and  Blanche. 


Vw)  OHN  C.  JACKSON.     Among  the  quiet  and 


J  comfortable  homes  of  Clifton  Township  may 
be  numbered  that  of  Mr.  Jackson,  who  is 
successfully  engaged  in  general  farming, 
operating  245  acres  of  land  on  section  32.  His 
land  is  well  watered  and  fertile,  and  improved  witli 
the  necessary  buildings.  He  purchased  this  prop- 
erty in  April,  1882,  and  on  the  22d  of  September 
following  moved  upon  it  and  has  since  given  to  it 
his  undivided  attention.  Without  making  any 
great  stir  in  the  world,  Mr.  Jackson  is  contributing 
his  quota  to  the  general  welfare  of  his  communitj', 
being  a  peaceable  and  law-abiding  citizen  and  pny- 
ing  into  the  county  treasury  a  snug  sum  on  ac- 
count of  taxable  property. 

Mr.  Jackson  came  to  Kansas  from  Iowa  witli  his 
family,  they  having  been  residents  of  Lee  County, 
that  State,  since  the  4th  of  July,  1840.  Later  they 
removed  to  Jeffer.son  County,  settling  four  miles 
west  of  Birmingham,  where  they  lived  three  years 
and  then  changed  their  residence  to  Van  Buren 
County.  In  1856  they  removed  to  Wayne  County, 
settling  in  Union  Township,  where  the  father. 
David  Jackson,  died.     He  was  born  in  Randolph 


County,  N.  C,  and  came  of  Irish  stock,  being  a 
distant  relative  of  Gen.  Andrew  Jackson.  Upon 
attaining  to  manhood  he  was  married,  in  his  native 
county,  to  Miss  Sarali  Silas,  who  was  born  and 
reared  in  the  same  locality,  of  Southern  parents 
who  lived  and  died  in  North  Carolina. 

Mrs.  Jackson,  after  the  death  of  her  husband, 
came  to  Crawford  County,  this  State,  and  died  in 
the  winter  of  1883,  at  the  age  of  eight3'-seven 
years,  of  paralysis.  Both  she  and  her  husband  be- 
longed to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Cluuch.  David 
Jackson,  politically,  was  a  Whig  until  the  aband- 
onment of  the  old  party  and  then  became  a  stanch 
Republican.  Jolm  C,  our  subject,  lived  with  his 
parents  until  reaching  his  majority,  and  was  then 
married,  in  Wayne  County,  Iowa,  to  Miss  Sarah 
Farris.  This  lady  was  born  in  Scott  County,  Ind., 
March  29,  1838.  and  was  quite  young  when  her 
father,  Dudley  Ferris,  removed  to  Wapello  County, 
Iowa.  He  improved  a  farm  from  the  wilderness, 
but  later  changed  his  residence  to  Appanoose 
County,  that  State,  where  he  died  when  quite  well 
advanced  in  years;  he  had  been  three  times  mar- 
ried. 

Mrs.  Jackson  was  educated  chiefly  in  the  Hawk- 
eye  State,  where  she  became  of  age.  Her  childhood 
and  youth  passed  uneventfully  under  the  liome 
roof,  and  she  received  her  education  in  the  com- 
mon school.  She  is  now  the  mother  of  five  chil- 
dren, the  eldest  of  whom,  a  daughter,  Jane,  is  the 
wife  of  Frank  Miller,  a  farmer  of  Wayne  County, 
Iowa;  Albert  H.  married  Miss  Lilly  Foster,  and 
they  live  on  a  farm  in  Cloud  County,  Kan. ;  Charles 
W..  Willis  C.  and  F.  Verner  are  at  home  with  their 
parents. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Jackson  occurred  Feb.  20, 
1856.  In  1862  he  enlisted  as  a  Union  soldier  in 
Company  F,  34th  Iowa  Infantry,  and  went  with 
his  regiment  into  the  Western  Armj'.  He  partici- 
pated in  the  battles  of  Chickasaw  Bluff,  Arkansas 
Post,  Ft.  Gaines  and  Ft.  Morgan,  and  later  was 
under  Gen.  Banks  through  the  compaign  in  Texas. 
He  escaped  without  a  scratch  and  returned  home 
after  a  service  of  three  }'ears  less  eight  days.  With 
the  exception  of  suffering  from  a  sunstroke  his 
health  was  excellent  during  this  whole  time.  Mr. 
Jackson,  politically,  is  a  sound  Democrat  and  is  a 
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inoniber  of  Scdgwiek  Post  24,  O.  A.  R..  at  Clifton, 
in  wliich  he  has  held  the  office  of  Senior  Vice  Com- 
maiuler. 

A  view  of  the  homestead  which  has  been  built 
up  by  Mr.  Jackson,  and  which  has  added  largely 
to  the  value  of  the  taxable  property  of  Clifton 
Township,  will  be  found  on  another  page. 


ETER  ANDERSON,  one  of  the  most  suc- 
cessful farmers  of  the  Republican  Valley, 
owns  and  operates  160  acres  of  liighh'  im- 
proved land,  on  section  24,  Mulberrj' 
Township,  Clay  Count)',  which  he  purchased  in 
1881.  When  coming  to  Kansas,  ten  years  prev- 
ious, he  had  homesteaded  land  in  Strawberry 
Township,  Washington  County,  which  he  improved, 
then  selling  out  removed  to  his  present  farm.  Prior 
to  this  he  had  improved  a  farm  from  a  tract  of 
wild  land  in  Hardin  County,  Iowa.  He  had  re- 
moved to  Iowa  from  Wisconsin,  in  which  State  he 
settled  upon  emigrating  to  America  from  his  native 
Kingdom  of  Denmark. 

Mr.  Anderson  was  born  Jan.  21,  183tt,  and  came 
of  pure  Danish  ancestry  for  generations  back.  His 
father,  Andrew  Hanson,  a  fai-mer  in  good  circum- 
stances, spent  his  entire  life  upon  the  soil  of  Den- 
mark, dying  in  the  spring  of  1887,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-six  years.  He  married  a  maiden  of  his 
own  province.  Miss  Mary  Peterson,  who  died  in 
18G2  at  the  age  of  forty-eight  years.  The  )iarents 
of  our  subject  were  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Church.  Their  family  consisted  of  fourteen  chil- 
dren, of  whom  Peter  was  the  eldest,  and  nine  of 
whom  lived  to  mature  years.  Seven  of  them  came 
to  the  United  States  and  five  are  married. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  twenty-seven 
years  of  age  when  coming  to  this  country.  He 
made  the  voyage  on  a  steamer,  landing  at  Quebec, 
Canada,  in  1866,  and  at  once  came  over  to  the 
States  and  settled  in  Wisconsin.  He  came  to  Wash- 
ington County,  Kan.,  a  single  man  and  was  married 
in  Clifton  Township  Feb.  15,  1880,  to  Miss  Crissie 
Hansori.  This  lady  was  born  in  Denmark  May  17, 
1862,  and    was   ten   years   old   when  she  came  to 


America  with  her  parents.  In  the  biography  of 
her  father.  Hans  Hanson,  which  will  be  found  on 
another  page  in  this  Album,  are  recorded  the  main 
points  in  the  family  history. 

Mrs.  Anderson  received  excellent  home  trainin;? 
and  attended  the  common  school,  living  with  her 
parents  until  her  marriage.  To  her  and  her  hus- 
band there  have  been  born  six  children,  of  whom, 
a  son,  Charles,  died  when  two  years  and  nine  months 
old.  The  survivors  are:  Stella.  Walter.  Mary. 
Clinton  and  Clayton,  the  two  latter,  twins.  Mr. 
Anderson,  upon  becoming  a  voting  citizen,  allied 
himself  with  the  Re|)ublican  party,  of  whose  prin- 
ciples he  is  a  stanch  supporter.  He  and  his  estima- 
ble wife  are  members  in  good  standing  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  In  his  own  country 
Mr.  Anderson  served  as  a  soldier  during  the  Ger- 
man-Danish War.  and  was  in  a  number  of  battles, 
being  in  the  last  one  taken  prisoner  and  held  six 
weeks,  when  he  was  paroled.  He  was  with  the  Dan- 
ish troops  when  they  surrounded  the  Grand  Duchy 
of  Schleswig-Holstein  and  experienced  many  hair- 
breadth escapes,  coming  out,  however,  unharmed. 
He  has  thus  seen  considerable  of  life,  both  in  peace 
and  war,  but  is  a  man  quiet  and  unostentatious  in 
manner,  while  at  the  same  time  keeping  his  eyes 
open  to  what  is  going  on  around  him  in  the  world. 
A  handsome  lithographic  view  of  Mr.  Anderson's 
residence  is  shown  on  another  [lage  of  this  Albujf. 

^.  LEXANDEH  J.  C.  (iOFF.  This  young 
O'  gentleman  has  amassed  quite  a  snug  little 
fortune  in  a  short  time  and  has  accomplished 
it  without  any  outside  help  financially.  He 
is  naturally  shrewd  and  a  good  business  man,  being 
endowed  with  more  than  ordinary  intelligence,  is 
well  educated  and  possesses  the  energy  and  persist- 
ance  which  are  bound  to  win.  He  had  been  a  resi- 
dent of  Haddam  Township,  Washington  County, 
since  1885  and  is  already  numbered  among  its  lead- 
ing citizens. 

The  immediate  ancestors  of  Mr.  Goff  were  among 
the  F.  F.  V's,  and  flourished  in  the  Old  Dominion 
in  Hevolutionar}'  times.  On  his  mother's  side  he 
traces    his  ancestry    back  to    Lord   Buchanan,    of 
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England,  and  his  descendants  after  crossing  llie  At- 
lantic, held  some  of  the  most  prominent  and  respon- 
sible offices  in  the  United  States.  Mr.  Goflf  himself 
was  the  ]n'ineipal  man  in  the  organization  of  the 
Western  Exchange  Bank,  in  which  he  is  a  leading 
stock-holder.  In  all  his  business  interests  he  oper- 
ates with  the  regularitj^  of  clock-work. 

Mr.  Goff  was  born  thirty- two  years  ago  in  St. 
Louis.  Mo.,  on  the  6th  of  September,  1857.  When 
a  child  of  three  years  his  parents  removed  to  St- 
Joseph,  that  State,  when  it  was  but  a  small  town. 
The  boy  received  ordinary  school  advantages  and 
in  due  time  entered  Br3'ant's  Business  College, 
from  which  he  was  graduated.  In  1872,  leaving 
his  native  State  he  came  to  Washington,  Kan.,  and 
for  a  few  months  was  engageil  as  a  clerk  in  a  store. 
He  then  returned  to  St.  Joseph  and  remained  at 
home  till  after  his  father's  death,  which  occurred  a 
year  later.  In  1884  he  was  tendered  a  position  as 
book-keeper  in  the  Washington  National  Bank,  but 
tiie  following  year  he  came  to  Haddam  and  took 
the  position  of  assistant  cashier  and  book-keeper 
in  the  Haddam  State  Bank.  In  April,  1887,  he  or- 
ganized the  bank  with  which  he  is  now  connected, 
under  the  State  law  and  is  one  of  its  principal 
stock- holders.  He  is  also  a  Director  and  officiates 
as  Vice  President.  He  commenced  life  dependent 
on  his  own  resources,  never  having  received  a  dol- 
lar from  any  source.  He  keeps  himself  well  posted 
upon  matters  of  general  interest  and  votes  the 
straight  Democratic  ticket.  He  is  contributing  his 
full  quota  toward  the  building  up  of  his  adopted 
town.  No  man  is  more  popular  in  its  business  and 
social  circles. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  son  of  Abbott 
P.  Goff,  who  was  born  in  Clarksburg,  W.  Va.,  and 
in  1852  removed  to  Missouri,  engaging  in  the 
banking  business  in  St.  Joseph  during  the  days  of 
its  earliest  settlement.  He  became  one  of  its  most 
prominent  citizens  and  was  the  encoui'ager  of  its 
most  worthy  enterprises.  He  was  a  well  educated 
man,  and  well  versed  in  common  law  although 
never  practicing.  He  was  at  one  time  solicited  to 
become  the  candidate  of  his  party  for  the  Legisla- 
ture, but  he  firmlj'  declined.  He  supported  the 
Democratic  party  and  maintained  his  religious 
home   in   the    Episcapal    Church.      The    paternal 


grandfather  was  a  prominent  member  of  the  United 
States  Senate  at  the  time  of  his  death.  Nathan  Goff, 
a  member  of  Congress,  is  an  own  cousin  to  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  in  her  girlhood 
Miss  Susan  Williams,  and  she  was  born  in  the  city 
of  Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  being  the  daughter  of  Cecil 
Williams,  a  native  of  England,  and  who  traced  his 
lineage  from  Lord  Buchanan,  heretofore  mentioned. 
Mrs.  Goff  is  still  living  and  resides  in  St.  Joseph, 
Mo.  She  likewise  is  a  member  of  the  Episcopal 
Church. 

To  the  parents  of  our  subject  there  were  born 
eight  children:  Charles  VV.  owns  a  ranch  and 
makes  his  headquarters  in  St.  Joseph,  Mo.;  John  W. 
resides  in  Macon  City,  that  State;  Nathan  D.,  is  a 
merchant  in  St.  Joseph ;  Waldo  also  lives  there; 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  fifth  child  in  the 
family;  Fannj',  (Mrs.  Maxwell)  and  Ada  V.  are 
residents  of  St.  Joseph;  Robert  L.  is  a  wholesale 
dealer  in  books  and  stationery  it  St.  Joseph.  Few 
men  have  had  more  to  do  with  the  building  up  of 
Haddam  Township  than  Mr.  Goff,  whose  very  ex- 
ample is  a  stimulus  to  those  less  energetic  and  en- 
terprising. Personally,  he  possesses  that  well-bred 
cordiality  which  has.  drawn  around  him  hosts  of 
friends  who  watch  his  career  with  kindh'  interest 
and  predict  for  him  a  brilliant  future. 


LFRED  G.  CRESS,  Registrar  of  Deeds  for 
Riley  County,  is  held  to  be  one  of  its  most 
li'  intelligent  and  efficient  officers.  He  is  a 
resident  of  Manhattan,  where  his  genial, 
social  qualities  and  courteous,  considerate  manner, 
have  gained  him  many  warm  friends.  He  is  one  of 
the  noble  army  of  veterans  who  fought  in  the  war, 
though  he  had  nearly  attained  to  manhood  when  he 
entered  the  army,  and  who  since  that  time  have  ren- 
dered as  valuable  service  to  their  country  in  devel- 
oping its  marvelous  resources  to  a  greater  extent 
than  had  previously  been  done,  in  extending  its 
agriculture,  commerce  and  manufactures,  and  in 
otherwise  promoting  its  growth. 

Our  subject  was  born  Sept.  5.  1843,  two  and  one- 
half  miles  east  of  Gettysburg,  Pa,,  on  the  old  fam- 
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ily  homestead,  which  was  located  on  the  fState  road 
leadiiio;  from  that  town  to  Hanover.  John  Cress, 
his  father,  was  born  in  Loudoun  County,  Va.  Aug. 
17,  1805,  and  his  father,  Jacob  Cress,  was  born  in 
Germantown,  Philadelphia,  P.a..  in  1763.  He  was 
a  son  of  Jacob  Cress,  who  came  to  this  country 
from  his  native  Germany  in  Colonial  times.  He 
was  a  descendant  of  good  Teutonic  stock,  and  the 
initial  letter  of  the  famih-  name  was  formerly  K, 
but  when  and  by  whom  it  was  changed  to  C  is  not 
known  by  the  writer.  This  great-grandfather  of 
our  subject  took  up  a  tract  of  land  in  Germantown, 
which  is  now  a  part  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
and  there  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  natural  life, 
until  death  removed  him  from  the  scenes  with 
wliicli  he  had  so  long  been  familiar,  at  the  remarka- 
bly advanced  age  of  one  hundred  and  two  jears. 
His  wife  was  also  a  native  of  Germany.  She  lived 
to  a  venerable  age  in  their  Germantown  home,  dy- 
ing but  a  few  years  before  her  husband,  and  they 
are  now  sleeping  quietly  side  bj'  side  in  the  pretty 
( icruiantown  cemetery.  They  reared  fouiteen  chil- 
dren, of  whom  the  grandfather  of  our  subject  was 
the  youngest.  He  was  bred  to  man's  estate  in  his 
native  town,  and  when  a  young  man  he  settled  in 
Loudoun  County,  Va.,  where  he  bought  a  tract  of 
land,  which  he  was  engaged  in  improving  and  cul- 
tivating until  1816.  In  that  year  he  removed  to 
Emmetsburg.  Md.,  and  a  few  months  later  from 
there  to  Gettysburg,  Pa.,  and  bought  property  in 
that  city.  A  few  years  later  he  purchased  a  farm 
two  and  one-half  miles  to  the  east  from  there,  and 
engaged  in  farming  until  death  closed  his  useful 
career  in  1848.  and  he  now  lies  buried  in  the  Lu- 
tlieran  churchyard  at  Gettysburg.  Tlie  maiden 
name  of  his  wife  was  Mary  Adams,  and  she  was  a 
native  of  Loudonville,  Loudoun  Co.,  Va.  She  died 
on  the  home  farm  in  1866  at  the  ripe  old  age  of 
ninety-eight  years. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  the  fourth  of  six 
ciiildren.  He  was  reared  in  Virginia,  removed  with 
his  parents  to  Pennsylvania,  and  was  never  sepa- 
rated from  them  until  their  demise,  and  he  now 
owns  and  occupies  the  old  homestead.  He  inherits 
the  family  vigor  of  constitution,  and  though  well 
advanced  in  years  is  active  and  well  preserved  in 
mind,  memory   and   bodily  strength,  and  bids  fair 


to  go  beyond  the  century  mark,  as  his  grandfather 
ilid.     As  an  instance  of  his  muscular  activity  the 

1  Siai-  and  Sentinel,  a  weekly  paper  published  at 
Gettysburg,  recently  ciironicled  the  fact  that  on  his 

I  eighty-fourti)  birthday  he  built  a  large  stack  of  hay 
on  his  farm.  He  is  a  man  of  steadfast  and  uorigiit 
character,  and  is  greatly  respected  by  thi'  entire 
cimimunity   where  so  many  years  of  his  life  iiave 

!  been  passed.  He  is  a  sincere  and  conscientious 
Cluistian,  and  tliongh  reared  in  the  doctrines  of  the 
Lutheran  Church  he  luis  been  a  consistent  memlier 
of  the  Methodist  Church  upwards  of  twenty  years. 
In  his  early  years  he  was  an  Old  Line  AVhig.  Init  on 
the  formation  of  the  Republican  party  lie  ioinoil 
that  and  has  held  to  it  ever  since. 

Mr.  John  Cress  has  been  twice  married.   His  first 

I  wife,  Eliza  Ecker,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Gettysburg;  she  died  in  her  husband's 
home  at  the  age  of  forty-four.  She  was  the  mother 
of  seven  children — James,  Mary,  Louisa.  Jacob, 
David,  William  and  Alfred  G.     James,  who  served 

j  as  a  Surgeon  in  the  51st  Pennsylvania  Regiment 
during  the  late  war,  is  now  a  successful   physician 

I   in  Steubenville,  Ohio;  Mary  mairied  Daniel  Bruner 

j  and  lives  in  Adams  County;  Louisa  died  at  the  age 
of  five  years;  David  and  Jacob  both  served  in  the 
138th  Pennsylvania  Regiment,  the  former  as  Ad- 
jutant of  the  regiment  from  his  enlistment  until  his 
discharge,  and  he  now  lives  in  Omaha,  Neb.,  David 
living  in  Warren  County,  Iowa;  William  died  at 
the  age  of  nineteen.  Mr.  Cress's  second  wife,  who 
is  still  living,  was  formerly  Eliza  Forrest.  She  has 
has  borne  him   six  children,  as  follows:    Emery  a 

I    resident  of  Baltimore;  Laura,  wife  of  D.  M.  Drais. 

1  of  Fairfield,  Pa.;  John  H..  a  resident  of  Philadel- 
phia; Clara,  Covil  and  Edward,  who  live  at  home 
with  their  parents.  Emer3-  left  school  at  the  age  of 
sixteen  and  enlisted  in  77th  Pennsylvania  Regi- 
ment, and  after  being  wounded  at  Shiloh  was  dis- 
charged on  account  of  disability.  He  re-enlisted 
in  1862  in  the  138th  Pennsylvania  Regiment,  and 
served  in  the  ranks  one  year,  and  then  as  a  musician 
until  the  close  of  the  war. 

Alfred  G.  Cress,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
reared  on  the  old  homestead  which  had  been  his 
birthplace,  and  was  given  a  good  education  in  his 
native  county.    He  witnessed  the  battle  of  Gettvs- 
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burg  as  a  private  citizen,  though  he  was  burning 
with  the  ardent  longing  of  youth  and  with  a  patri- 
otic love  of  country  to  take  his  place  among  the 
soldiers  who  were  so  bravely  fighting  for  the  dear 
old  flag.  But  his  father  was  opposed  to  his  enlist- 
ment, as  all  his  other  sons  were  in  the  service  and 
he  felt  that  he  could  not  spare  him.  However,  our 
subject  obtained  his  permission  to  enlist  as  soon  as  he 
readied  his  majority,  and  his  name  was  soon  enrolled 
among  the  volunteers  of  Company  G,  209th  Pen- 
sylvania  Infantry,  and  he  served  witli  credit  until 
the  close  of  the  war.  He  joined  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  in  September,  1864,  and  fought  in  the 
various  battles  in  and  around  Richmond  and  Pe- 
tersburg. At  the  battle  of  Ft.  Steadman  he  was 
struck  by  a  piece  of  shell,  but  fortunately  was  not 
hurt  sufficiently  to  incapacitate  him  from  duty. 
From  October,  1864.  until  his  discharge  June  7, 
1865,  he  was  detailed  as  liospital  steward,  and  did 
efBeient  service  in  that  capacity.  After  his  return 
from  the  South,  Mr.  Cress  remained  with  his  father 
until  September,  when  he  became  a  student  at 
Millersvillc  Notmal  School,  and  pursued  an  excel- 
lent course  of  study  there  until  January,  1866.  In 
that  month  he  returned  to  the  old  hoiae  in  Gettys- 
burg, and  in  April  he  went  to  Putnam  County, 
hid.,  and  buying  a  liotel  at  Putnamville,  managed 
it  with  good  financial  success  until  1887,  when  he 
lost  all  his  property  by  fire. 

The  next  venture  of  our  subject  was  as  a  farmer 
in  Warren  County,  Iowa.  With  characteristic  en- 
terprise he  bought  a  team  and  farming  implements 
on  time  and  rented  land,  and  was  very  prosperously 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  in  that  part  of  the 
country  until  December,  1881.  In  the  meantime 
he  had  invested  some  of  his  money  in  160  acres  of 
railroad  land  near  Riley  Centre,  Kan.,  and  in  the 
month  mentioned  he  came  to  this  State  to  settle 
here,  buying  a  home  in  Riley  Centre  village.  He 
farmed  his  land  one  year,  and  in  1883  sold  it  and 
established  himself  in  the  furniture  business  in 
Leonardville,  continuing  it  until  March  21,  1887. 
Cn  that  date  he  disposed  of  his  business  for  a  re- 
munerative consideration,  and  on  the  28th  i-eceived 
his  appointment  to  his  present  office  as  Registrar 
of  Deeds  for  Riley  County  to  fill  a  vacancy,  and  so 
well  did  he  discharge  the  duties  connected  with  that 


olHce,  that  he  received  the  compliment  of  an  elec- 
tion to  the  position  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year. 

Mr.  Cress  was  married,  Nov.  25,  1866,  to  Miss 
JIary  Clapsaddle,  a  native  of  Putnamville,  Ind., 
and  a  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Mary  (Foley)  Clap- 
saddle,  natives,  respectively,  of  Pennsylvania  and 
Kentucky,  and  pioneers  of  Putnam  County,  Ind. 
Our  subject  and  his  wife  have  one  daughter  living, 
Alverta  M. 

Mr.  Cress  is  a  noble-spirited,  generous-hearted 
man,  whose  course  in  life  as  a  soldier,  as  a  man  of 
business,  as  a  public  official  and  as  a  private  citi- 
zen, lias  been  thoroughly  commendable  and  well 
calculated  to  secure  the  confidence  of  those  with 
whom  he  associates  or  has  dealings.  He  is  one  of 
tlie  leading  members  of  the  G.  A.  R.  in  this  part  of 
Kansas,  being  identified  with  Sergeant  Mercer  Post 
No.  104.  He  also  belongs  to  the  A.  F.  &  A.  M., 
being  a  member  of  Garfield  Lodge  No.  235.  He 
and  his  wife  are  members  in  high  standing  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  do  al!  they  can 
to  forward  its  good  work. 


^^  IIAHLK8  N.  LEWIS.  The  homestead  built 
(L  ^  "P  by  this  prominent  and  highly  respected 
^^^  citizen  of  Sherman  Township,  Cla}'  County, 
is  worth3'  of  more  than  a  passing  notice.  It  em- 
braces 1  !)0  acres  of  well-cultivated  land,  fortj'-six 
acres  in  pasture,  an  orchard  of  about  100  apple  trees, 
a  goodly  assortment  of  forest  trees  and  the  buildings 
reflect  credit  upon  the  proprietor.  There  is  now 
almost  completed  (October  1889)  a  commodious 
frame  residence,  combining  comfort  with  conven- 
ience and  which  when  finished  will  be  one  of  the 
attractive  features  of  this  section.  There  is  tiiat 
about  the  premises  which  indicates  enterprise,  fore- 
thought and  good  judgment  in  no  ordinary  degree. 
The  subject  of  this  notice  was  born  in  Jennings 
County,  Ind.,  Sept.  7,  1839,  and  was  there  reared 
on  a  farm  to  man's  estate.  His  father,  Daniel  Lewis, 
was  born  Jan.  17,  1813  in  Seneca  Count}',  N.  Y., 
and  when  a  mere  boy  removed  from  there  to  Indi- 
ana where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  iiis  life.  He 
married   Miss  Harriet  R.,  daugliter  of  Samuel  and 
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Iba  Keith,  and  the}'  became  the  parents  of  eleven 
children,  four  of  whom  died  j'oung.  After  the 
death  of  his  wife  Harriet,  Daniel  Lewis  married 
Frances,_daiightei-  of  James  and  Lucy  Keith,  a  cousin 
of  liis  first  wife  and  tliere  were  born  to  them  eleven 
children,  three  of  whom  died  in  earl)-  _years.  Mr. 
Lewis  and  both  his  wives  died  upon  the  same  farm. 
The  mother  of  our  subject  was  a  Baptist  in  relig- 
ious belief.  The  paternal  grandfather,  William 
Lewis,  is  liliewise  supposed  to  have  been  a  native 
of  New  York  (State  and  with  his  wife,  .Sarah,  spent 
his  last  days  in  Indiana;  lioth  were  memliers  of  the 
Baptist  Church. 

Charles  N.  Lewis  attained  to  manhood  in  Indi- 
ana and  was  there  married  to  Miss  Keziah  J., 
daughter  of  John  and  Clarinda  (Monroe)  Mayfield. 
The  record  of  the  four  children  born  to  them  in 
Indiana,  is  as  follows:  Harriet  R.  is  the  wife  of 
William  II.  Gibbons,  of  Kansas  City,  Mo.;  Clarinda 
A.  married  Joseph  Barrett  and  lives  at  Haskins, 
Oliio;  Elverilla  died  when  about  three  years  old; 
Matilda  is  the  wife  of  William  M.  Coultice  of  this 
townsiiip.  In  September  186G,  Jlr.  Lewis  set  out 
overland  with  a  wagon  to  Riley  County,  this  State, 
and  located  on  a  farm  on  Mill  Creek.  Thence  two 
years  later  lie  removed  to  Washington  County 
taking  up  a  homestead  in  the  fall  of  1868  on  section 
33,  township  5,  range  5,  where  he  improved  a  farm. 
He  sold  this  in  the  fall  of  1882  and  the  following 
spring  removed  to  that  upon  wluL-h  he  now  lives. 
He  has  here  116  acres  and  about  seventy  acres  else- 
where. 

Considering  the  fact  that  Mr.  Lewi.s  arrived  in 
Kansas  with  a  cash  capital  of  fifteen  cents,  a  team  of 
poor  horses  and  an  old  wagon,  his  present  position 
and  possessions  illustrate  in  a  marked  manner  the 
diligence  and  good  .iudgment  with  which  he  has 
labored.  In  this  labor  he  has  been  greatly  assisted 
Ijy  his  estimable  wife,  who  by  her  industry  and 
economy  has  enabled  him  to  accumulate  a  compe- 
tence. There  have  been  born  to  thera  in  this  State 
nine  children,  viz:  Martha  E.,  Mrs.  Benjamin  F. 
Watson,  of  Sherman  Township;  Theodore  E.,  Emma 
deceased;  Carrie  A.  C.  Daniel  W..  Anna  M.  de- 
ceased; Marion  H,  John  O.  and  James  L. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lewis  are  members  in  good  stand- 
inuof  the  Bai.tist  Church  with    which  they    united 


before  their  marriage  in  Indiana.  Mr.  Lewis  has 
for  many  j-ears  officiated  as  Deacon  and  was  a 
Trustee  of  the  church  in  Washington  County.  He 
is  aman  decided  in  his  views  and  opinions  and  po- 
litically, a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Republican 
party,  although  warmly  upholding  the  temperance 
cause  and  in  favor  of  iirohibition. 

ONROE  DUSTON,  County  Commissioner 
of  Washington  County,  and  one  of  its  most 
prominent  citizens,  owns  and  occupies  one 
of  its  finest  farms,  and  is  a  man  who  has 
made  his  presence  felt  in  the  business,  social 
and  church  circles  of  his  community.  Intelligent, 
ambitious  and  energetic,  he  is  one  of  those  men 
willing  to  give  of  his  time  and  means  to  the  build- 
ing up  of  his  township,  and  one  who  has  since 
becoming  a  resident  here  been  closely  identified 
with  its  best  interests. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Ilenniker. 
N.  H..  May  16,  1842,  and  is  the  son  of  the  Hon. 
Zadok  Duston,  Jr.,  a  native  of  the  .same  [dace  and 
born  Feb.  13,  1811.  In  Ilenniker  the  father  of  our 
subject  was  reared  and  educated  and  entered  u))on 
a  prosperous  career  as  a  farmer,  accumulating  a 
good  property.  He  dealt  extensively  in  live-stock 
and  from  this  industry  likewise  realized  handsome  re- 
turns. He  was  a  prominent  man  in  his  community 
officiating  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  many  3'ears. 
and  finally'  was  elected  to  represent  his  county  in 
the  State  Legislature,  serving  in  the  sessions  of 
1863.  For  many  years  prior  to  his  death  he  was  a 
consistent  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  to  which  he  contributed  liberally,  and  was 
looked  upon  as  one  of  its  chief  pillars.  He  de- 
parted this  life  April  2,  1877. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject.  Zailok 
Duston,  Sr.,  was,  like  his  son  and  grandson,  also  a 
native  of  Henniker,  N.  IL,  and  by  occupation  was 
a  lifelong  farmer.  The  Duston  family  traced  their 
ancestry  to  one  Hannah  Duston.  of  historic  fame 
and  a  native  of  England.  Tlicy  were  first  repre- 
sented in  this  country  l>y  three  brothers,  who 
crossed  the  Atlantic    at    an    I'aily    date,  about   the 
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time  of  Che  sailing  of  the  "Maytlower."  Down 
through  the  several  generations  they  have  preserved 
an  honorable  record,  becoming  widely  and  favor- 
ably known  in  New  England,  where  many  of  them 
lived  and  died. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject 
was  Serena  B.  Felch.  She  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Ware,  N.  H.,  July  14,  1822.  and  was  the  daughter 
of  Thomas  Ware,  also  .a  native  of  tlie  Old  Granite 
State.  She  died  in  New  Hampshire  Dec.  31,  1872. 
The  Felch  family  are  also  of  English  extraction, 
and  were  among  the  early  settlers  of  New  England. 
To  Zadok  and  Serena  Duston  there  were  born  three 
children:  Elizabeth  J.  was  born  April  1,  1832,  and 
died  July  1,  1856;  Hannah  B.  was  born  Nov.  7, 
1843.  and  is  the  wife  of  Luke  W.  Hill,  of  Antrim, 
N.  H.;  Monroe,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  the 
youngest  child.  He  spent  his  boyhood  years  in 
his  native  town,  attending  its  public  schools  until 
fitted  for  the  higher  branches,  and  was  then  ad- 
mitted as  a  student  of  New  Hampshire  College, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  with  honors  in  1868. 

Upon  leaving  college  Mr.  Duston  resumed  farm- 
ing, to  which  he  had  been  bred  since  boyhood,  but 
only  sojourned  in  New  England  until  the  following 
year.  Resolving  now  to  seek  his  fortunes  West  of 
the  Mississippi,  he,  in  the  fall  of  1869,  came  to 
Kansas  and  homesteaded  160  acres  of  land  on  sec- 
tion 11,  Little  Blue  Township.  Upon  tliis  he  set- 
tled at  once,  and  here  he  has  since  resided.  He  is 
one  more  instance  of  the  results  of  perseverance 
and  diligence,  and  although  commencing  without 
capital,  is  now  comparatively  independent.  In 
due  time  he  added  forty  acres  to  his  first  purchase, 
this  latter  lying  on  section  10.  For  eight  years 
after  coming  to  Kansas  he  followed  teaching,  while 
at  the  same  time  carrying  on  the  improvement  of 
his  farm.  In  addition  to  general  agriculture,  he 
keeps  good  grades  of  live-stock,  and  in  whatever 
he  undertakes  aims  to  excel. 

Under  the  influence  of  his  early  training  Mr. 
Duston  imbibed  those  religious  sentiments  which 
ruled  the  lives  of  his  excellent  parents,  and  he  has 
been  for  some  time  a  member  of  the  United  Breth- 
ren Church.  His  litness  for  the  local  offices  was 
recoffnized  years  ago.  and  for  llie  last  ten  jears  he  has 
served  as  a  Justice  of    the    Peace.     He    has  also 


been  Township  Treasurer  and  Clerk  of  the  School 
Board,  and  in  1887  was  elected  County  Commis- 
sioner, which  office  he  still  holds.  Politicall}',  he 
supports  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party. 

The  4th  of  November,  1872,  marked  an  interest- 
ing epoch  in  the  life  of  our  subject,  as  upon  the 
evening  of  that  day  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Sarah  Keefover,  of  W.ashington  County,  Kan. 
Mrs.  Duston  is  a  native  of  Virginia,  and  was 
born  June  4,  1853.  Iler  parents  were  James  and 
Elizabeth  (Sharp)  Keefover,  likewise  natives  of  tlie 
Old  Dominion,  where  they  lived  until  1855.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Duston  commenced  their  wedded  life 
together  at  the  homestead  which  they  still  occupy, 
and  the  household  thus  established  was  in  due  time 
brightened  by  the  birth  of  nine  children,  viz.: 
Elizabeth,  Monroe  J.,  Luke  H.,  Manly  Z.,  Charles 
S.,  Daisy  E.,  Annie  B.,  Arthur  W.  and  an  infant 
unnamed.  The  home  surroundings  of  the  Duston 
family  are  pleasant  in  the  extreme,  while  Mr.  Dus- 
ton and  his  excellent  wife  enjov  the  esteem  and 
confidence  of  hosts  of  friends. 


^i^^RANCIS  E.  MARSH  is  considered  one  of 
|l=^^  the  leading  general  merchants  of  Manhat- 
^  tan,  where  he  has  a  large  and  neatly  fitted 

up  store,  filled  with  a  well-assorted  stock  of  gro- 
ceries and  dry  goods,  and  by  strict  attention  to  his 
business,  which  is  carried  on  systematically,  and 
after  the  best  methods,  he  has  Iniilt  up  .in  exten- 
sive and  lucrative  trade  since  he  embarked  in  busi- 
ness seven  years  ago.  He  is  a  veteran  of  the  late 
Civil  War,  though  he  was  but  a  boy  when  the  re- 
bellion broke  out,  but  he  enlisted  before  he  had  at- 
tained to  manhood,  and  did  as  gallant  and  faithful 
service  as  many  an  older  soldier. 

Mr.  Marsh  was  born  in  Jackson,  Wayne  Co., 
Ohio,  June  lii.  1846.  His  father,  William  N. 
Marsh,  was  born  in  Vermont,  and  his  father.  Nel- 
son Marsh,  is  also  supposed  to  have  been  of  New 
P^ngland  birth.  He  w.as  an  axe  helve  maker,  and 
was  a  resident  of  Vermont  many  years  until  his  re- 
moval to  Ohio,  where  he  settled  in  Medina  County 
among  its  pioneers,  and  worked    at  his   trade    iintil 
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death  closed  his  earthly  labors.  The  father  of  our 
subject  was  but  a  boy  when  his  parents  went  to 
Ohio  to  live,  and  he  was  reared  amid  the  pioneer 
scenes  of  that  State.  He  early  learned  the  trade  of 
a  l-room-malver,  but  after  his  marriage  he  devoted 
himself  to  the  mercantile  business  in  Jaclison,  con- 
tinuing to  reside  in  Wayne  County,  Ohio,  until 
his  removal  to  Michigan  in  1853.  He  lived  in 
Bronson,  Branch  Co.,  Mich.,  one  year,  and  then  left 
Michigan  for  Iowa,  going  thither  by  rail  to  the 
Mississippi,  and  thence  to  Shell  Rock,  Butler  County, 
of  which  he  thus  l)ecame  a  pioneer.  He  bought  a 
tract  of  wild  prairie  land,  improved  a  part  of  it. 
and  made  his  home  there  until  1860.  In  that  year 
he  sold  his  property  in  Iowa,  and  returning  to 
Ohio,  engaged  for  awhile  in  llie  mercantile  business 
in  Creston.  His  nest  move  was  to  Jackson,  his  old 
home,  where  he  engaged  in  trade  until  his  retire- 
ment from  active  life,  and  there  he  still  continues 
to  nuke  his  residence,  respected  and  esteemed  by 
all  about  him  for  his  many  good  qualities  of  head 
and  heart,  that  make  him  a  good  citizen  and  a  good 
man.  His  amiable  wife  lives  to  share  with  him  the 
comforts  of  their  pleasant  home  that  she  aided  him 
in  upbuilding.  Their  wedded  life  has  been  blessed 
to  them  by  the  birth  of  five  children — Francis  E.. 
Mary,  Otto  W.,  Annie,  and  Clarence  B. 

The  first  named,  the  subject  of  this  biography, 
was  a  lad  of  eight  j^ears  when  his  parents  remove<l 
to  Iowa,  and  he  there  laid  the  foundation  of  his 
education  in  the  pioneer  schools  of  Butler  County. 
In  those  early  dnys  of  the  settlement  of  that  county 
he  can  remember  well  the  wild  aspect  of  the 
sparsely  settled,  but  little  cultivated  country, 
where  deer,  wolves,  wild  turkeys  and  other  game 
used  to  roam  over  the  prairies  and  through  the  tim- 
ber. AVhen  he  was  not  in  school  he  assisted  his 
father  on  his  farm.  On  his  return  to  Ohio  he  at- 
tended schuol  and  worked  at  farming  some  years. 
But  the  rebellion  was  raging,  and  the  brave,  high- 
spirited  boy  longed  with  all  the  ardor  of  youth,  to 
take  part  in  his  country's  defense,  and  June,  1863, 
when  he  was  just  eighteen  years  old,  his  heart's  de- 
sire was  gratified,  and  his  name  was  enrolleil  as  a 
member  of  Company  G,  86th  Ohio  Infantry,  the 
term  of  enlistment  being  for  six  months.  His  ri'gi- 
ment  served  in  Ohio,  being  engaged  in  the  pursuit 


and  capture  of  Morgan  and  his  band  of  guerrillas. 
In  the  fall  of  1863,  our  subject  and  his  comrades 
were  despatched  to  Cumberland  Gap,  and  were  de- 
tained there  on  duty  until  February,  1864.  when 
they  were  honorably  discharged  at  Camp  Cleve- 
land. Our  subject  returned  home  after  his  experi- 
ence of  life  in  the  army,  and  the  3d  of  April,  1865. 
he  re-enlisted  in  Company  I,  197th  Ohio  Infantry, 
lor  one  year,  or  until  the  close  of  the  war.  His 
regiment  remained  at  Camp  Chase  awhile,  and  then 
went  to  Dover,  Del.,  and  did  camp  duty  there  un- 
til hostilities  ceased,  and  they  were  then  sent  to 
Maryland,  and  were  finally  discharged  at  Camp 
Bradford,  in  that  State,  July  31,  1865,  having 
served  faithfully  and  efHciently,  and  won  good  re- 
cords for  true  soldierly  conduct  at  all  times,  and 
on  all  occasions.  Mr.  Marsh,  after  his  return  to  his 
old  home  in  Ohio,  wishing  to  com|)lete  his  educa- 
tion, attended  Canaan  Academy  for  a  time,  and 
pursued  a  good  course  of  study.  After  leaving 
school,  he  engaged  with  his  father  in  the  mercantile 
business  in  Jackson,  until  1868,  and  he  then  car- 
ried on  the  same  kind  of  business  in  Canaan,  Ohio, 
one  year.  After  that  we  hear  of  him  in  Medina 
County,  conducting  business  there  until  1871.  In 
that  year  he  sold  out  there,  and  came  to  Manhat- 
tan, and  in  1872  was  employed  by  E.  B.  Pureell  as 
a  clerk  in  the  grocery  department  of  his  store,  con- 
tinuing with  that  gentleman  until  .September.  1882, 
when  he  resigned  and  went  to  Topeka,  where  he 
was  given  charge  of  the  grocery  department  in  the 
wholesale  store  of  A.  D.  McMillan  &  Co.  He  re- 
tained that  position  a  short  time,  and  was  then  en- 
gaged in  a  retail  grocery  a  few  months.  Nov.  8, 
1882,  he  returned  to  Manhattan  and  went  into 
business  for  himself,  opening  a  grocery  store,  and 
from  that  small  beginning,  he  has  built  u|)  his  pre- 
sent extensive  and  valuable  business. 

Mr.  Marsh  and  Miss  Henrietta  Romicli  were 
united  in  marriage  in  1868,  and  of  their  ha|)|)v 
mariied  life  five  children  have  been  born,  namely-: 
Harvard  S.  G.,  Francis  E.,  Sarah,  William  Andrew. 
Thfcir  youngest  child  died  in  infanfiy.  Mrs.  Marsh 
was  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  a  daughter  of  Andrew 
and  Sarah  Romich.  Her  household  and  her  many 
friends  were  saddened  by  her  death,  which  occur- 
red Mav  19,  1883.      Mr.  .Marsh  was   married  to  his 
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present  amiable  wife,  foniu'ily  Jennie  (Jordan) 
Mattitt,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  in  August.  188G, 
and  to  them  has  come  one  child.  Frank  Ernest. 

Mr.  Marsh  is  highly  regarded  in  business  circles 
in  this  city,  not  only  as  a  man  of  enterprise,  tact, 
and  keen  judgment,  but  as  an  honorable  man  in 
all  his  transactions,  one  whose  word  is  as  good  as  a 
bond,  and  may  be  relied  upon  in  all  cases.  It  is 
such  men  who  are  a  credit  to  the  citizenship  of 
Manhattan,  and  elevate  its  social  and  moral  status. 
He  and  his  wife  are  active  members  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church,  and  in  their  daily  lives  are  true  to 
the  faith.  Mr.  Marsh  interests  himself  in  politics, 
as  every  true  citizen  should,  and  uses  his  influence 
in  favor  of  the  Republican  party.  He  is  a  promi- 
nent member  of  the  Ct.  A.  R.;  being  Senior  Vice- 
Commander  of  the  Lew  Gove  Post,  No.  100;  and 
he  is  also  identified  with  Manhattan  Lodge  No. 
1465.  K.  of  II.;  and  witii  A.  ().  U.  W.,  No.  \90. 


AMES  A.  MANN.     No  man  of  his  years  in 
Clay  Count}',  has  shown  better  business  qual- 
tities  than  the  above  named.     Kansas  agri- 
culturists have  suffered  many  total  and  par- 
tial failures  in  crops  during  the  past  twenty  j-ears, 
and  manj'  of  them  are  burdened  by  debts  and  have 
their  property  heavily  mortgaged.    The  gentleman 
of  whom  we   write,  beginning   his  farm  life  in  this 
countj'  when  but  twenty-one  years  old.  and  without 
capital,  having  been   obliged    to  work  on  the  rail- 
road a  month  to  get    money   wherewitli   to  secure 
his  homestead,  has  kept  his  estate  free  from  incum- 
brance and  stands  on  a  firm  financial  basis. 

Mr.  Mann  became  a  resident  of  Kansas  in  1870, 
being  then  too  young  to  lay  claim  to  land  under 
the  laws  of  our  Government.  About  two  years 
later  he  entered  a  homestead  of  160  acres  in  Five 
Creeks  Township,  which  is  now  a  beautiful  and 
most  comfortable  home.  He  built  a  small  rock 
house,  in  which  he  kept  bachelor's  hall  for  six 
years.  "When  he  took  his  claim  there  was  but  one 
house  in  sight  and  very  litile  breaking  done  on  the 
prairies.  He  worked  out  by  the  month  for  a  j'ear 
after  homesteading,  improving  the  place  as  fast  as 
possible,  and  as  soon  as    he   could  do  so,  devoting 


his  time  entirely  to   his   own  farm  and  its  cultiva- 
tion.    In  1873  he  hired  some    breaking  done,  not 
being  yet  supplied  with  teams  and  farm  implements, 
and  finding  it  to  his  advantage  to   hire  such  work 
for  a  time,  while  he  himself  engaged  at  other  em- 
ployment.    His  land  lying  on   the  "bench"  the  hot 
wind    strikes  it   much   worse  than   tlie  low    lands. 
j    and  his  crops  have  necessarily   suffered  greater  in- 
j    jury  than  that   of  farmers   on  the  bottoms.     Not- 
withstanding this  disadvantage,   he   has    had   but 
two  years  of  entire  failure,   though  several  seasons 
the  j'ield  was  very   light.     Since   1886,   there    has 
been  but  a  light  yield  until  this  season  (1889)  when 
j   crops  were  quite  good.     Last  year  he  suffered  not 
j    only  from  the  hot  winds,  but  from    a   destructive 
hail  storm. 

Mr.   Mann   is   a  son  of  James  Mann,  a  native  of 
•    Ireland  and  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  Margaret 
Linn  of  Ireland.     The  union  of  this  worthy  couple 
resulted  in  the  birth  of  eight  children:  Elizabeth  J., 
Mar}',  Mathew,  Joseph,  James    A.,    Maggie,    and 
Samuel  and  AVilliam  J.   (twins).     Our  subject  was 
i    born  in  Antrim  County,   Ireland,  March  25,  1850, 
and    came    to    America   with   his    parents.      Tliey 
I    landed  at  New   York,    whence   they   went  to  Ohio 
I   and  sojourned  a  year,  after  which  the  father  settled 
I   in  Waukesha  County,  Wis.,  where  he   still  resides. 
!    He  is  now  a  man  of  eighty-five  years  of  age   and 
still  (fuite  hale.     His  rugged  constitution  has  been 
j    transmitted  to  his  son,  our  subject,  who  is  in  posses- 
sion of  fine  healtli  and  is  robust  and  vigorous.  Two 
brothers  of  James  A.  Mann  came  to  this  State  when 
he  died,  and  they   still   live    in   Jackson    County, 
where  they  first  settled. 
I        The  marriage  of  Mr.  Mann  was  celebrated  at  the 
]    home  of  the  bride  on  Feb.  27.  1880.  the  lady  with 
I   whom  he  was  united    being    Miss  Mary  Greenlee. 
'   Her  father,  Robert   Greenlee,  came   to    this  State 
from  Pennsylvania,  of   which    he   was  a  native,  in 
1870.    He  has  always  been  engaged  in  farming.  To 
Mr.  and   Mrs.    Mann    three  bright    children    have 
been  born — Maggie  E.,  Robert  J.  and  Joseph  B. 

Mr.  Mann  has  always  been  a  Republican  and  is 
favorable  to  Prohibition.  The  high  regard  in  wliicli 
he  is  held  by  his  neighbors  is  indicated  by  the  fact 
that  he  has  served  tliein  as  Township  Trustee, 
Clerk  and    Treasurer    of    the    School  District.  Ii.as 
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held  the  office  of  Assessor  five  terms  and  is  now 
elected  to- his  sixth  term.  He  is  not  identified  witii 
an3-  religious  body.  Mrs.  Mann  belongs  to  the 
Covenanter  Reform  Church — Scotch   Presbyterian. 
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OHN  SCHWAB,  on  the  25th  of  May,   1870, 
pitched  his  tent  (in  reality)  on  land  which  he 


I    had   liomesteaded  In  Bloom  Township,  Clay 


(^^  County,  where  he  has  since  been  a  resident. 
He  came  to  this  section  poor  in  purse  but  is  now  the 
owner  of  380  In-oad  acres,  lying  on  sections  7  and  8, 
tlie  residence  being  on  the  former.  He  has  two  sets 
of  farm  buildings,  both  very  good,  and  a  fine  as- 
sortment of  live  stock,  which  industry  has  been  the 
source  of  a  generous  income.  He  lived  in  the  tent 
spoiien  of  two  months  when  he  was  enabled  to 
move  into  a  more  substantial  dwelling. 

Mr.  Schwab  came  to  this  section  from  Carroll 
Count}',  Mo.,  where  he  had  lived  nine  3'ears  en- 
gaged as  a  farmer  and  butcher.  Prior  to  this  he 
iiad  been  a  resident  of  Tuscarawas  County,  Ohio, 
having  been  for  five  years  superintendent  of  a 
stoue  quarry.  He  had  removed  from  McHenry 
County.  111.,  settling  in  the  latter  State  soon  after 
his  arrival  in  America.  He  is  a  native  of  Switzer- 
land and  was  born  in  tiie  Canton  of  Berne, 
May  4.  182y.  and  is  enabled  to  trace  his  family 
liistory  back  several  generations.  His  father. 
Stephen  Schwab,  was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and 
spent  his  entire  life  in  his  native  Canton  of  Berne, 
dying  there  Feb.  16,  1866,  at  the  age  of  sevent}'- 
two  years.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  a  good  man  and  a  worthy  citizen. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  in  her  maidenhood 
Miss  Elizabeth  Valter.  She  was  a  native  of  the 
same  canton  as  her  husband  and  son,  and  tliere 
spent  her  entire  life,  dying  in  1862  at  the  age  of 
sixtj'-three  }'ears.  She  likewise  was  a  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church.  There  were  born  to  her 
and  her  husband  three  children,  a  son  and  two 
daughters.  The  latter,  Lizzie  and  Annie,  are 
widows  and  living  in  Switzerland,  the  former  being 
seventy -one  years  old  and  the  latter  sevent3^-six. 
They  adhere  to  the  religious   faith  of  their  parents. 

The  subject  of  tliis  sketch  received  careful  home 


training  and  a  good  education  in  tiie  common 
schools.  He  remained  a  resident  of  his  native  can- 
ton until  his  marriage,  his  chosen  bride  being  Miss 
Elizabeth  Aflfolter,  who  was  born  there.  June  7, 
1833,  and  was  the  child  of  an  excellent  old  Swiss 
family.  Her  father,  John  Aftolter,  was  a  farmer 
by  occupation  and  died  at  the  age  of  forty -six  years 
in  Berne.  The  mother,  Mrs.  Mary  (Foch)  Affolter, 
survived  her  husband  many  years,  djing  at  the 
age  of  sixty-four.  They  likewise  were  Presbyter- 
ians in  religion.  Their  daughter,  Elizabeth,  was 
the  youngest  of  their  three  children  and  by  her 
marriage  with  our  subject  became  the  mother  of 
one  child  only,  a  son.  Albert.  He  married  Miss 
Ida  Ruegg  and  they  live  on  a  farm  in  Jarvis,  Ore.; 
they  have  five  children — Emma.  Minnie,  Arthur 
H.,  Otto  A.  and  Matthew.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  (Af- 
folter) Schwab  departed  this  life  May  6,  1 880.  at 
the  homestead  in  Bloom  Township. 

Mr.  Schwab  after  his  marriage  lived  four  years 
in  his  native  countrj^,  then  sailed  for  America  from 
Havre,  France,  on  a  three-master,  the  '•  William 
Floatingham,"  which  after  a  voyage  of  twentj'- 
eight  days  landed  them  safely  in  New  York  City. 
Thence  they  proceeded  to  McHenry  County,  111. ; 
from  there  to  Ohio,  later  to  Missouri  and  finallj^  to 
Kansas.  Mr.  Schwab  has  been  quite  prominent  in 
local  affairs  and  has  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace 
ten  years.  Formerly  he  supported  the  Republican 
party,  but  is  now  a  I'nion  Labor  man.  A  handsome 
lithographic  portrait  of  Mr.  Schwab  is  presented 
on  another  page. 


^RMENIOUS  M.  DULL.  This  gentleman, 
IIM  though  a  resident  of  Washington  County 
for  only  three  years,  has  already  acquired 
an  excellent  reputation  as  a  farmer  and 
i  stock-raiser.  He  is  located  on  section  9,  Farming- 
ton  Township,  where  he  owns  240  acres  of  land. 
I  The  neat  and  attractive  appearance  of  the  place 
gives  evidence  of  good  management,  and  the  cul- 
j  tivated  fields  and  grazing  herds  are  a  fine  feature 
I   of  the  landscape. 

Mr.  Dull  is  by  birth  and  parentage  a  son  of 
;  Pennsylvania.  His  fatlier.  AV.  A.  Dull,  was  born 
I    in  Center  County  and  his  nidther  Sarah  (Chaney) 
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Dull,  in  Huntington  Count3%  while  be  himself  was 
a  native  of  Aliiflin  County.  The  parental  family 
comprised  six  children.  Our  subject,  who  was  the 
eldest,  was  born  Dec.  8,  1851.  He  was  a  child  of 
two  years  when  his  parents  removed  to  Weston, 
Lawrence  County,  where  Ihej'  lived  for  eight  or 
nine  years.  Our  subject's  next  home  was  in  Mercer 
County,  where  he  lived  until  eighteen  years  of  age. 
He  then  accompanied  his  parents  to  Dickson 
County,  Tenn..  and  remained  there  from  1869  until 
1886.  At  the  latter  date  he  became  a  resident  of 
Kansas.  During  his  residence  in  Tennessee  he 
was  engaged  in  the  lumber  Ijusiness,  but  since 
coming  to  this  State,  has  devoted  himself  entirely 
to  ills  present  occupation. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  was  celebrated  in 
Dickson  County,  Tenn.,  Dee.  8,  1875.  The  bride 
was  Miss  Mary  E.  Gwin,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  a  lady  of  intelligence  and  refinement.  Six 
bright  children  have  been  the  result  of  the  union. 
They  are  named  respectively:  EfHe  V.,  Etta  L., 
Frank  W.,  Edward  G.,  Anna  C.  and  Clyde  L. 
When  four  years  old.  Etta  was  removed  from  her 
parents  by  death. 

In  politics  Mr.  Dull  is  a  Republican,  believing 
that  party  to  be  in  the  right.  He  takes  an  interest 
in  the  cause  of  education,  which  he  has  served  as 
an  incumbent  to  some  of  the  school  offices.  He, 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  and  he  has  been  one  of  the  Stewards 
of  till'  organization. 


VwiOHN  L.  McCULLOUGII,  man.ager  of  the 
ill  Chicago  Lumber  Co.,  at  Manhattan,  is  a 
ll  popular  and  progressive  young  business 
^^/'  man,  and  he  is  prominently  identified  with 
the  public  life  of  the  city  as  a  valued  civic  official. 
He  is  a  native  of  Illinois,  born  in  Iroquois  County, 
Aug.  13,  1855.  His  father,  John  C.  McCullough, 
was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  and  was  there  reared. 
He  moved  from  thence  to  Ohio,  and  later  to  Iro- 
quois County,  of  which  he  was  an  early  settler. 
The  removal  thither  was  made  with  teams,  and 
after  his  arrival  he  bought  a  tract  of  wild  land,  and 
engaged  in  farming  there  until  1860.     In  that  year 


he  once  once  again  took  up  the  Westward  march, 
and  crossing  the  Mississippi  River,  he  made  his 
home  in  Davenport,  Iowa,  where  he  worked  at  the 
carpenter's  trade  with  good  success,  he  having 
while  in  Ohio  carried  on  the  tanner's  trade.  He 
was  actively  employed  at  his  calling  in  th.at  city 
until    death   closed    his  busy  career  in    February, 

1882.  He  was  a  man  of  good  natural  abilities,  and 
of  sterling  worth,  so  that  he  was  respected  wher- 
ever known.  The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of 
this  subject  was  Jane  Sinkey,  and  she  was  bora  in 
Pennsylvania,  a  daughter  of  Abraham  and  Ann 
(Foster)  Sinkey.  For  further  reference  to  her  par- 
ents see  sketch  of  J.  H.  Lee.  She  now  makes  her 
home  with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Spencer,  in  Man- 
hattan. She  is  the  mother  of  eight  children,  seven 
of  whom  grew  to  maturity,  as  follows:  Ebenezer 
S..  Anna,  Harriet,  Abram,  Hann.ih,  Isabella  and 
John  L. 

The  latter  of  whom  we  write  was  five  years  old 
when  his  parents  removed  to  Davenport,  Iowa  and 
he  was  reared  in  that  city,  received  a  substantial 
education  in  its  excellent  schools.  In  1872  he  en- 
tered upon  his  business  career  as  a  clerk  in  a  fruit 
store,  acting  in  that  capacity  but  a  few  months, 
however,  and  then  giving  his  attention  to  learning 
the  trade  of  blank  book  ruling.  He  worked  at  that 
in  Davenport,  Rock  Island,  Des  Moines,  and  Lin- 
coln, Neb.,  for  the  space  of  ten  3'ears,  and  then  en- 
tered the  em|)loy  of  Page,  Dixon  &  Co,,  lumber 
dealers  in  Davenport,  continuing  with  them  until 

1883.  The  Chicago  Lumber  Co.  then  induced 
him  to  come  to  Manhattan  to  look  after  their  ex- 
tensive interests  as  dealers  in  all  kinds  of  dressed 
lumber  and  builders'  materials,  and  he  has  acted  as 
their  manager  ever  since.  His  employers  find  in 
him  one  who  is  in  every  way  worthy  of  their  trust, 
one  who  devotes  himself  strictly  to  their  business, 
aud  by  his  shrewdness  and  ability  has  greatl}-  In- 
creased it  since  it  came  under  his  charge. 

Mr.  McCullough  and  Miss  Addle  Mead  were 
united  in  marriage  in  November,  1885,  aud  one 
child.  Marguerite,  has  been  born  to  them  in  their 
pleasant  home.  Mrs.  McCullough  is  a  native  of 
Wisconsin.  She  is  a  consistent  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  CInircli  and  carries  her  Christianity 
into  her  every-day  life. 
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As  a  clear-headed,  prompt,  straightforward  man, 
Mr.  MeCullough  has  the  material  in  him  to  make  a 
good  city  official,  and  he  is  a  valued  member  of 
the  City  Council.  Politically,  he  is  an  ardent  Re- 
publican and  gives  his  party  earnest  support.  So- 
cially, he  belongs  to  the  following  organizations : 
Lafayette  Lodge,  No.  16,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.;  Phoenix 
Lodge,  No.  35,  K.  P.;  Manhattan  Lodge.  No.  100, 
A.  O.  r.  W. ;  Kaw  Valley  Camp.  No.  101 1,  M.  W.  A. 

ERNEST  ( )BERHELMAN.  The  majority  of 
the  successful  farmers  of  the  West  began  in 
'  life   dependent  upon    their   own    resources. 

Among  them  may  be  numbered  the  subject  of  this 
notice,  who  is  now  the  owner  of  a  good  farm  prop- 
erty, lying  on  section  15,  May  Day  Township,  and 
which  he  brought  to  its  present  condition  by  un- 
tiring labor  and  perseverance.  He  is  now  located 
many  leagues  from  his  birthplace,  whieli  was  in  the 
Kingdom  of  Prussia,  and  where  he  first  saw  the 
liglit  July  22,  1855. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  Henrj-  Oberhel- 
man,  likewise  a  native  of  Prussia  and  born  in  1809. 
He  was  a  typical  son  of  the  Fatherland — indus- 
trious and  frugal,  an  expert  in  the  handling  of 
tools,  working  as  a  mechanic,  and  also  carrying  on 
farming.  He  emigrated  to  America  about  187J, 
and  coming  directly  to  Kansas,  settled  witli  his 
family  in  Swede  Creek  Township,  Riley  County, 
wliere  he  subsequently  made  his  home  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1884.  Upon  becoming  a 
voting  citizen  in  America,  he  identified  himself 
with  the  Republican  part^-. 

Mrs.  Fredericka  (Bloom)  Oberhelman,  the  mother 
of  our  subject,  was  a  native  of  the  same  Province 
as  lier  husband  and  son,  and  accompanied  her  fam- 
ily to  America.  She  is  now  living  in  Riley  County, 
this  State,  and  is  seventy-six  jears  old.  To  her  and 
her  husband  there  were  born  thirteen  children,  two 
of  whom  died  in  infancy  unnamed.  The  others 
were  Minnie,  Fredricka,  Dina,  Mary,  Eliza,  Fred- 
erick, Henry, William,  August,  Ernest,  and  Lizzie. 
Ernest  was  the  tenth  child,  and  was  a  youth  of 
seventeen  years  when  coming  to  America,  He 
had  gained  a  good  education  in  the  German  tongue, 


but  after  coming  to  Kansas  attended  the  High 
School  for  a  time  at  Irving,  in  Marshall  County. 
He  worked  on  a  farm  in  Riley  County,  from  1872 
until  1878,  then  starting  out  for  himself,  purchased 
a  farm  in  that  county,  upon  which  he  lived  until 
1881.  Then  selling  out  he  purchased  160  acres  on 
section  15,  May  Day  Township,  which  comprises 
his  present  homestead.  He  is  considerably  inter- 
ested in  stock-raising,  and  devotes  his  time  and  at- 
tention to  his  farming  interests.  He  meddles  very 
little  ^with  outside  matters,  but  like  his  honored 
father,  votes  the  straight  Republican  ticket. 

Mr.  Oberhelman  in  1879  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Caroline  Schroer.  This  lady,  like  him- 
self, was  a  native  of  Prussia,  and  was  born  in  1 858. 
Her  parents,  Herman  and  Caroline  Schroer,  emi- 
grated to  America  in  1877,  and  located  in  Riley 
County,  Kan.,  where  they  still  live.  Mr.  Schroer 
has  been  very  successful  as  a  farmer,  and  politi- 
cally, gives  his  support  to  the  Republican  party. 
This  union  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  six  children, 
viz.:  Lydia,  Eddie,  Gideon,  Ludwig,  Ernest  G.  and 
Otto.  One  child,  a  son,  Gideon,  died  at  the  age  of 
six  months. 

'im^:- 

C\]l-^  OMER  LYMAN,  who  is  now  conducting 
y.  the  livery  business  in  Manhattan,  is  a  repre- 
sentative of  the  veterans  of  the  late  war, 
(^)  the  brave  defenders  of  our  country,  who, 
having  borne  an  honorable  part  in  preserving  the 
integrity  of  the  LTnion,  have  since  done  much  to 
advance  its  prosperity,  and  have  so  greatly  aided 
in  the  upbuilding  of  the  young,  enterprising  and 
flourishing  States  of  the  West.  He  has  been  a  resi- 
dent of  Kansas  for  nearly  thirteen  years,  and  lias 
been  variously  connected  with  its  interests. 

He  was  born  in  the  town  of  Jericho,  amid  the 
beautiful  scenes  of  Chittenden  County,  ^'t.,  Sept. 
7,  18;57.  His  father,  Erastus  Lyman,  was  a  native 
of  the  same  town,  and  a  son  of  one  of  its  early 
settlers,  who  improved  a  farm  there,  on  which  he 
spent  his  last  years.  The  father  of  our  subject  was 
reared  and  married  in  his  native  State,  and  remained 
a  resident  there  till  after  the  war,  when  he  removed 
to  the  city  of  Winona.  Minn.,  where  he  made  his 
home  till  his  death,  which  occurred   in   Iowa  while 
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he  was  traveling  in  that  State.  The  maiden  name 
of  his  first  wife,  mother  of  our  subject,  was  Sarah 
White.  She  was  born  in  the  town  of  Sheldon, 
Franklin  Co.,  Vt.,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Deacon 
Samuel  White,  a  man  well  known  in  that  vicinity. 
She  died  in  Vermont,  in  1865. 

AVhen  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  fourteen 
years  old,  desiring  to  learn  the  printer's  trade,  he 
entered  the  office  of  the  Messenger,  at  St.  Albans, 
and  in  a  three  years'  apprenticeship  acquired  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  art  preservative  in  all 
its  details.  Fi-om  there  he  went  to  Burlington,  and 
ftrst  worked  in  a  book-publishing  house,  and  later  on 
the  Free  Press,  the  Burlington  Sentinel,  and  on  the 
Times.  In  July,  1862,  animated  by  the  spirit  of 
patriotism,  he  resigned  his  position  to  enlist  in  the 
army  to  do  battle  for  the  Northern  cause,  enrolling 
his  name  as  a  member  of  Comjjany  D,  10th  Vermont 
Infantry,  and  serving  with  credit  till  the  close  of 
the  war.  He  took  part  in  many  engagements, 
the  most  important  of  which  were  the  battles  of 
the  Wilderness,  Spottsylvania  Court- House,  Cold 
Harbor  and  Gettysburg.  Sometime  after  the 
latter  battle  he  suffered  from  a  severe  attack  of 
erysipelas,  and  was  at  once  sent  to  the  hospital  at 
Washington,  and  thence  transferred  to  Alexandria. 
As  soon  as  he  was  sufficiently  recovered  he  was  de- 
tailed to  take  charge  of  the  printing  department  of 
the  clerk's  office,  a  position  for  which  his  experience 
and  ability  amply  qualified  him.  He  continued  in 
that  position  till  the  close  of  the  war,  when  he  Wiis 
lionorably  discharged.  After  leaving  the  army  our 
subject  went  to  Minnesota,  and  located  on  a  farm 
near  Winona.  He  farmed  for  a  time,  and  then  re- 
sumed his  old  occupation,  entering  the  office  of  the 
Daily  Republican,  at  Winona,  and  working  at  his 
trade  there  seven  years.  At  the  expiration  of  that 
time  he  turned  his  attention  to  work  of  an  entireh- 
different  nature,  opening  an  hotel,  which  he  man- 
aged with  good  fiijancial  results  till  1877,  when  he 
sold  his  property  in  Winona  and  came  to  Kansas. 
Here  he  first  located  in  Woodson  County,  where  he 
bought  a  farm  of  240  acres,  and  for  four  years  was 
actively  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil.  His  next  ven- 
ture was  to  open  an  hotel  in  Yates  Center,  and  also 
to  establish  himself  in  the  livery  business  in  con- 
nection  with  the  hotel.     He  managed  both  success- 


fully till  1885,  and  in  that  year  removed  to 
Lindsborg,  McPiierson  County,  engaging  in  the 
hotel  and  livery  business  tiiere.  and  in  1887  he 
came  to  Manhattan  and  leased  the  Commercial 
House,  and  started  a  livery.  After  running  the 
hotel  about  eight  months  he  sold  out,  but  still  con- 
tinues to  carry  on  the  livery  business,  from  which 
he  derives  a  good  income.  His  establishment  is 
well  fitted  out  with  a  good  class  of  horses  and  car- 
riages of  various  kinds,  which  are  to  let  at  reasonable 
prices,  and  lie  is  well  patronized  by  the  people  of 
Manhattan. 

Mr.  Lyman's  marriage  i  ith  Miss  Anna  Steadman 
was  consumated  in  1857.  The  following  five  chil- 
dren have  been  born  of  their  union:  Alice,  Lizzie, 
Sarah,  George  H.  and  Frank.  Mrs.  Lyman  is,  like 
her  husband,  a  native  of  Vermont,  born  among  the 
green  hills  of  Addison  County,  in  the  town  of 
Starksboro,  to  Emanuel  and  Phebe  (Hoag)  Stead- 
man. 

Mr.  Lyman's  record  during  the  war  proved  him 
to  be  a  loyal  and  trustworthy  citizen,  and  his  career 
since  those  dark  da^'S  has  borne  equal  proof  to  that 
effect.  He  has  the  reputation  of  being  an  upright, 
straightforward,  fair-dealing  man,  well  endowed 
with  intelligence,  energy  and  thrift,  and  he  and  his 
wife  enjoy  pleasant  social  relations  with  their 
neighbors  and  other  friends,  whom  they  have  won 
since  they  came  to  tliis  city  to  make  their  home. 
Mr.  Lyman  was  a  charter  member  of  Yates  City 
Lodge  No.  OS).  A.  O.  U.  W. 

JOHN  H.  ALBRIGHT  was  born  in  Bedford 
Count3',  Pa.,  Sept.  15,  1844.  He  is  a  son  of 
Solomon  and  Mary  (Woolford)  Albright, 
who  were  natives  of  the  same  county  with 
himself.  They  resided  in  that  county  until  1850, 
when  they  removed  to  AVashington  County,  Wis., 
where  thej'  have  since  lived.  Their  family  con- 
sisted of  eight  children,  six  sons  and  two  daughters, 
and  our  subject  was  the  fourth  child.  Being  about 
six  years  old  when  his  parents  came  to  Wisconsin, 
he  there  grew  to  manhood,  receiving  his  education 
in  the  common  schools  of  that  State.  When  twenty 
years  old  he   enlisted,   Nov.  11,   1864,   in  the    1st 
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Wisconsin  Heavy  Artillery,  and  was  assigned  to 
Company  G.  He  served  until  July  13,  1865,  when 
he  was  honorably  discharged,  and  mustered  out  of 
the  service  at  Milwaukee.  Returning  to  Washing- 
ton County,  Wis.,  he  remained  until  the  fall  of 
1869,  when  he  came  to  Kansas.  In  October  of 
that  year  he  settled  in  Farmington  Township,  Wash- 
ington County,  where  he  has  since  been  a  resident. 
He  owns  160  acres  of  land  on  section  21,  on  which 
he  has  erected  a  fine  residence,  and  made  other 
improvements  of  a  substantial  character.  He  has 
always  been  engaged  in  the  pursuit  of  agriculture, 
and  is  an-  enterprising  and  progressive  farmer,  who 
merits  the  success  which  is  attending  him. 

In  Washington  County,  Wis.,  on  Jan.  12,  1869, 
I\Ir.  Albright  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Adelaide  Taylor.  She  was  a  lady  of  that  noble  and 
generous  nature  well  fitted  to  make  a  happy  home. 
Her  parents,  Albert  and  Martha  (Bailey)  Taylor, 
were  natives  of  New  York  State.  After  marriage 
they  settled  in  Waukesha  County,  AVis.,  where  their 
daughter,  Adelaide,  was  born  June  30,  1847.  She 
was  the  eldest  in  a  family  of  four  children. 

Mr.  Albright  is  a  member  of  Kearney  Post  No. 
5,  G.  A.  R.  He  is  a  Republican  in  his  political 
faith.  He  is  a  public-spirited  citizen,  interested  in 
every  movement  which  will  elevate  societ}'  and 
advance  the  interests'of  the'county.  He  and  his 
wife  arc  held  in  high  esteem  for  their  upright  char- 
acter and  useful  lives. 


Ips^R.  DeWITT  C.  TYLER.  The  medical 
I  j))  profession  of  Washington  and  Clay  coun- 
It^  ties  recognizes  in  Dr.  Tyler  one  of  its 
most  worthy  representatives.  He  makes 
his  headquarters  in  the  city  of  Clifton,  and  con- 
trols a  large  and  flourishing  business,  which  he  has 
built  up  by  his  close  attention  to  the  duties  of  his 
profession,  and  that  genial  sympathy  with  the  ills 
of  mankind  which  is  often  more  efficient  than 
drugs  and  medicines.  He  took  up  his  abode  in 
Clifton  in  June,  1881,  ojjening  an  office  in  com- 
pany with  Dr.  L.  W.  Lynde,  which  partnership  ex- 
isted   for   three    and    one-half    years.     Afterward 


Dr.  Tyler  assumed  charge  of  the  office  until  March. 
1885,  when  he  associated  himself  with  his  cousin, 
Dr.  F.  P.  Tyler,  and  the  two  are  now  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  a  successful  patronage.  Their  practice 
extends  over  Washington  and  into  Clay,  Cloud  and 
Republic  counties. 

Dr.  Tyler  completed  his  education  in  Rush  Med- 
ical College,  Chicago,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
Feb.  21,  1881,  and  soon  afterward  located  in  Kan- 
sas City,  Mo.  Finally,  however,  he  decided  upon 
making  his  home  in  Kansas,  and  located  in  Clifton, 
of  which  he  has  since  been  a  resident.  He  and  his 
partner  have  a  well-equipped  office  in  the  Clifton 
State  Bank  building.  Some  very  difficult  surgical 
cases  have  been  handled  successfull}'  by  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  who  is  especially  efficient  in  this 
line  of  practice.  He  is  prominently  connected 
with  the  Republican  Valley  Medical  Association, 
also  the  State  Medical  Association  of  Kansas.  He 
is  a  close  student,  and  keeps  himself  posted  in  re- 
gard to  the  new  theories  of  practice  and  new  meth- 
ods of  treatment.  Before  commencing  his  medical 
course  he  had  graduated  from  the  Illinois  State 
Normal  Universitj",  and  for  some  time  followed  the 
profession  of  a  teacher.  He  began  life  for  himself  at 
the  early  age  of  sixteen  years,  and  was  in  debt 
when  he  left  college,  having  afterward  $200  to  pay, 
but  in  due  time  he  met  this  and  established  himself 
on  a  solid  footing  financially.  He  intends  in  the 
near  future  to  visit  Europe  and  continue  his  studies 
there  until  he  shall  arrive  at  the  point  which  he 
desires. 

Dr.  Tyler  was  born  in  Winnebago  Count}^,  111., 
in  1852,  and  came  of  good  parentage,  being  the 
son  of  Freeman  Tyler,  a  native  of  New  York  State, 
whose  father,  Asa  Tyler,  was  born  in  Vermont. 
The  latter  followed  farming  in  the  Green  Mountain 
State  during  his  j'ounger  years,  and  afterward 
worked  as  a  cooper.  Asa  Tyler  was  married  to  a 
Vermont  lady— Miss  Fanny  Tucker — and  in  due 
time  they  removed  to  Central  New  York,  where 
Freeman  and  the  other  children  were  born.  After 
a  time  most  of  the  family  removed  to  Winnebago 
Counly,  111.,  about  1842,  joining  their  son  Freeman, 
who  had  come  to  that  region  in  1840.  The}'  set- 
tled upon  a  tract  of  wild  land,  from  which  they 
improved  a  good  farm,    and   there  Asa  Tyler  di.- 
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parted  this  life  in  1883,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
ninety-six  years.  He  was  well  known  throughout 
that  section  of  the  country,  and  was  generally'  re- 
spected.    The  wife  and  mother  died  about  1870. 

Freeman  Tyler  was  the  second  child  and  eldest 
son  of  his  parents,  whose  family  consisted  of  three 
sons  and  daughters,  one  of  whom  died  young. 
The  others  all  came  to  Illinois,  where  Freeman  at- 
tained his  majority.  Later  he  went  to  Ashtabula 
County,  Ohio,  where  he  was  married  to  Miss  Har- 
riet N.  Sexton.  This  lady  was  a  native  of  New 
York  State,  and  had  removed  to  Oliio  witli  her 
parents  when  quite  young.  The  latter,  after  her 
marriage,  removed  to  Winnebago  County,  III., 
where  they  spent  their  last  years.  Mr.  Sexton 
fought  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  afterward  emploj^ed 
liimself  in  farming  pursuits.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Free- 
man Tyler,  after  their  marriage,  removed  to  North- 
ern Illinois,  where  they  lived  some  years,  Mr.  Tyler 
carrying  on  a  cooper-shop.  Later  they  went  to 
lieloit.  Wis.,  where  Mr.  Tyler  conducted  a  thriving 
business  in  his  line  for  nine  years.  Finallj-,  re- 
turning to  Illinois,  they  settled  in  Ogle  Countj\ 
and  later  removed  to  DeKallj  County.  In  1880 
Mr.  Tyler  and  his  family  came  to  Kansas,  settling 
on  a  farm  near  Ottawa,  where  they  now  live,  but 
are  retired  from  active  labor.  Mr.  Tyler  is  sev- 
enty-two years  old  and  his  estimable  partner  is 
about  seventy-five.  Politically  he  is  a  stanch  Dem- 
ocrat, and  has  attained  to  the  Royal  Arch  degree 
of  Masonry. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  fourth  child 
of  the  parental  family,  and  spent  his  boyhood  and 
youth  uneventfully,  attending  first  the  common 
school  and  then  the  High  School  at  Sycamore.  In 
due  time  he  began  teaching,  and  thus  paid  his  way 
through  the  State  Normal  University.  He  lived  in 
the  most  economical  manner,  in  order  to  keep  his 
head  above  water  and  pursue  his  studies  uninter- 
ruptedl}'.  In  1883  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Mary  C.  Edwards,  at  the  bride's  home  in 
Springfield,  111.  This  lady  was  born  in  St.  Louis 
County,  Mo.,  in  1861,  and  was  the  daughter  of 
Rev.  Richard  Edwards,  who  is  now  State  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Schools  of  Illinois,  and  who  is 
known  aa  one  of  the  oldest  Normal  School  teachers. 
He  was  for  some  years  a  Congregational   minister. 


and  held  the  position  of  Superintendent  of  Instruc- 
tion in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  prior  to  his  connection  with 
the  Normal.  Of  this  latter  lie  officiated  as  Presi- 
dent for  the  long  period  of  thirteen  years.  He 
was  born  in  Wales,  and  emigrated  to  America  a 
poor  boy,  dependent  upon  his  own  resources.  He 
was  possessed,  however,  of  those  habits  of  industry 
and  principles  of  honesty  which  usually  work  out 
success  in  a  most  admirable  manner.  He  employed 
himself  at  whatever  he  could  find  to  do,  thus  earn- 
ing money  whereby  he  obtained  his  education. 

Mrs.  Tyler  acquired  a  first-class  education  in 
Normal  and  other  institutions,  and  adopting  the 
profession  of  a  teacher,  officiated  as  such  in  Prince- 
ton for  a  number  of  years.  In  Clifton  she  is  pi-om- 
inently  connected  with  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
Of  her  union  with  our  subject  has  been  born  one 
child,  a  son,  Frank  E.,  Jan.  31,  1885.  The  Doctor 
has  been  Councilman  four  years  out  of  the  six  since 
the  city  of  Clifton  was  incorporated.  He  is  a 
Democrat,  politically,  and  a  member  in  good  stand- 
ing of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  belonging  to  Blue 
Lodge  No.  122,  and  to  Chapter  No.  52  of  Clyde. 
He  is  also  identified  with  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  at  Clifton, 
Lodge  No.  181,  and  the  A.O.  U.W..  Lodge  No.  40. 
He  has  been  through  all  the  Chairs  of  his  Masonic 
lodge,  and  has  twice  represented  his  lodge  in  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Kansas,  also  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  and 
the  A.  O.  U.  W.  Besides  his  property  in  the  city, 
he  owns  160  acres  of  land  in  Clifton  Township, 
and  the  same  amonnt  in  Grant  Township. 


ipJX^OLLIN  MOSES.  Asa  pioneer  of  Kansas, 
V^'  an  ardent  Free-State  man  in  those  "times 
\\  that  tried  men's  souls,"  it  gives  us  pleasure 
to  place  within  this  volume  a  biographical 
review  of  this  gentleman.  He  was  an  early  settler 
of  Riley  County,  coming  here  in  1856.  and  since 
that  time  has  not  only  witnessed  its  development, 
but  has  done  what  he  could  to  advance  its  interests. 
He  was  a  pioneer  dairyman  in  this  section,  and  also 
took  part  in  promoting  the  advancement  of  its 
other  agricultural  interests,  and  has  contributed  his 
quota  to  its  well-being.  Just  outside  of  the  city 
limits  of  Manhattan  he  has   built  a  beautiful   home 
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with  pleasant  surroundings,  and  here  he  and  his 
wife  enjin-  life  and  its  comforts  free  from  its  cares, 
having-  a  competence  ample  for  all  their  wants. 

The  town  of  Canton,  Hartford  Co.,  Conn.,  was 
the  birthplace  of  Mr.  Moses,  and  Feb.  6,  182y,  the 
date  of  his  being  born  into  the  world.  His  father, 
Chauncey  Moses,  was  a  native  of  the  same  town,  a 
son  of  Aaron  Moses,  who  was  a  farmer  and  a 
mechanic,  and  died  there.  The  father  of  our  sub- 
ject wag  a  manufacturer  of  the  old-fashioned  wooden 
mold  board  plows  in  use  in  his  day.  He  pur- 
chased a  farm  in  Canton,  which  he  managed  besides 
carrying  on  his  business.  He  was  a  life-long  resident 
of  his  native  county,  dying  there  in  1854.  He  was 
a  man  of  good  capacity,  and  excellent  character, 
and  of  high  standing  in  his  communit}',  where  his 
wise  counsels  were  appreciated  by  his  neighbors, 
who  often  sought  his  advice.  The  maiden  name  of 
his  wife  was  Catherine  Johnson,  and  she  w.as  also  a 
life-long  resident  of  Connecticut,  dying  in  Canton 
(irevious  to  her  husband's  death.  She  was  the 
mother  of  five  children — Harry,  Elizabeth,  Flora 
A.,  Rollin,  and  Seymour  D. 

Rollin  Moses,  when  not  attending  school  in  his 
youth,  aided  his  father  on  the  farm,  or  in  the  shop 
making  plows,  or  in  the  sawmill,  and  thus  his  early 
life  was  passed  till  he  was  twenty  years  old,  when 
he  left  the  shelter  of  the  parental  roof  to  work  in  a 
clock  factory  at  Bristol,  Conn.  He  was  employed 
there  three  years,  and  at  the  expiration  of  that  time 
he  left  that  place,  and  for  two  years  was  engaged 
in  traveling.  After  that  he  located  in  New  Haven, 
where  he  had  a  situation  in  a  clock  factory  till  1856, 
when  the  factory  failed,  and  as  he  had  invested  all 
his  carefully  saved  earnings  in  it,  all  his  worldly 
wealth  was  swept  away.  His  next  move  was  to 
join  the  New  Haven  Colony,  which  was  bound  for 
the  Territory  of  Kansas,  under  the  charge  of  C.  B. 
Lines,  our  subject  having  watched  with  interest 
the  struggle  between  the  Free-State  men  and  the 
pro-slavery  people  for  the  soil  of  Kansas,  and, 
sympathizing  fully  with  the  former,  wished  to  take 
their  i)art.  Before  the  compan}'  started,  the  Rev. 
Henry  ^\^ard  Beecher  gave  each  member  a  Bible 
and  a  Sharpe's  rifle,  thus  practically  fortifying  both 
soul  and  body,  and  Mr.  Moses  still  retains  his  Bible 
as  a  precious  relic  both  of  the  times  and  of  the 


good  man  who  gave  it  to  him.  The  colony  started 
fi-om  New  Haven  in  April,  and  came  by  rail  to  St. 
Louis,  from  there  to  Kansas  City  on  a  steamer,  and 
thence  overland  to  Riley  County.  Nearly  all  of 
them  settled  near  Wabaunsee,  but  our  subject  and 
five  others,  after  looking  around,  selected  a  claim 
in  what  is  now  Zeandale  Township,  six  miles  from 
Manhattan,  which  was  at  that  time  an  insignificant 
hamlet  of  only  a  few  houses,  and  was  one  of  the 
settlements  farthest  west  in  Kansas.  Deer  and 
antelope  were  plentiful,  and  buffaloes  roamed  in 
large  numbers  a  few  miles  to  the  Westward.  The 
little  company  of  six  bought  a  pair  of  oxen  and  a 
wagon  at  Kansas  City,  and  on  the  w.iy  to  their 
destination  purchased  a  cow.  Three  of  the  men 
returning  to  the  East,  the  three  remaining  ones 
shared  the  milk  of  the  cow  during  the  winter,  it 
being  a  welcome  addition  to  their  fare,  and  a  luxury 
unattainable  in  many  pioneer  households.  None  of 
them  had  their  wives  with  them,  and  they  kept  house 
for  themselves  all  winter  in  a  tent.  In  the  spring  of 
1857  Mr.  Moses'  wife  joined  him,  and  he  built  a 
sod  house  with  a  board  roof  for  her  accommoda- 
tion, and  buying  the  interests  of  the  others  in  the 
cow,  and  purchasing  another  one,  he  engaged  in 
tiie  dairy  business  on  a  small  scale,  it  being  his 
principal  employment  for  some  years.  When  the 
land  came  into  the  market  he  entered  it  from  the 
Government  at  81.25  per  acre,  and  erecting  a  sub- 
stantial stone  house,  he  resided  there,  actively  en- 
gaged in  improving  the  land,  till  1866,  when  he 
rented  bis  farm,  and  coming  to  Manhattan,  he 
bought  eleven  acres  of  land  adjoining  the  city,  and 
built  his  present  commodious  brick  residence, 
planted  an  orchard  of  400  choice  fruit  trees,  which 
yield  him  a  fine  income,  besides  making  many  other 
valuable  improvements,  which  make  this  one  of 
the  most  desirable  places  in  the  vicinity  of  Man- 
hattan. To  the  wife  who  has  shared  with  him  his 
j)ioneer  days,  and  has  been  an  important  factor  in 
raising  him  to  his  present  prosperous  circumstances, 
^Ir.  Moses  was  joined  in  wedlock  in  1854.  Her 
maiden  name  was  Adeline  Mead.  She  was  born 
in  Schoharie  County.  N.  Y.,  a  daughter  of  Daniel 
Mead.  She  is  a  thoroughly  good  woman  in  ever}- 
respect,  and  a  conscientious  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,     Mv.  Moses  possesses  those 
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traits  of  character,  honest}',  tlirift,  foresight,  and 
sterling  sense,  that  are  so  essential  to  make  life  in 
anj'  degree  successful.  In  him  Ids  community 
finds  a  worthy  citizen,  liis  neighbors  an  obliging 
friend,  and  his  wife  a  good  husband;  thus  in  all  the 
relations  of  life  that  he  sustains  towards  others,  he 
has  ever  been  true  to  himself  and  to  them,  and  no 
higher  praise  can  be  bestowed  on  any  man.  In 
early  life  Mr.  Moses  was  a  Whig  in  politics.  He 
joined  the  Republican  party  on  its  formation,  and 
after  coming  here  affiliated  with  the  Freo-State 
men,  ardently  upholding  the  cause,  and  voted  for 
the  adoption  of  the  Wyan<lotte  Constitution. 


-<3+=r^=Hr^ 


ETER  YOUNG.  A  detailed  history  of 
the  life  of  this  gentleman  would  be  inter- 
esting reading  for  one  who  wished  to  learn 

i\  what  can  be  accomplished  in  the  field  of 
agriculture  without  speculation,  by  a  man  who  is 
industrious,  prudent  and  energetic.  A  score  of 
years  ago,  he  came  to  the  West  a  poor  man  and  now 
owns  some  of  the  most  valuable  property  in  North- 
ern Kansas.  His  farm  is  situated  in  Clay  County, 
and  comprises  land  on  sec!;ions  29,30,31  and  32 
of  Mulberry  Township.  It  is  located  on  the  first 
and  second  bottoms  of  the  Republican  River  Valley 
and  is  one  of  the  finest  farms  in  that  valley  or  in- 
deed in  the  State. 

Mr.  Young  was  born  in  Hesse-Darmstadt,  Ger- 
many, Nov.  1,1844,  being  a  member  of  an  old 
German  family.  He  lived  on  his  father's  farm  un- 
til fifteen  years  of  age,  when,  with  an  older  sister, 
Christina,  he  came  to  the  United  States.  The}-  took 
passage  at  Hamburg,  Germany,  in  April,  1861,  and 
landed  in  the  American  metropolis  after  a  short  and 
pleasant  voyage.  They  went  directly  to  Jo  Daviess 
County,  111.,  where  our  subject  made  his  home  for 
nine  years,  working  around  as  a  laborer  most  of 
the  time,  except  when  he  was  serving  Uncle  Sam  as 
a  soldier. 

In  the  fall  of  1803.  being  then  but  seventeen 
years  old,  I\Ir.  Young  enlisted  in  Company  I.,  8th 
Illinois  Cavalry,  in  which  he  served  as  a  private 
until  the  close  of  the  war.     His  army  life  extended 


over  a  period  of  about  two  years,  during  which 
time  he  was  able  to  report  for  duty  every  day.  He 
saw  little  hard  fighting,  being  out  mostly  on  scout 
duty.  He  passed  through  the  stirring  and  often 
solitary  scenes,  without  receiving  a  wound,  and 
also  escaped  capture.  He  was  honorablj'  discharged 
at  Chicago,  111.,  in  June,  1865,  and  returned  to  the 
county  in  which  he  had  previously  lived,  and 
where  a  few  months  later  he  attained  his  majority. 

Mr.  Young  remained  in  Illinois  until  September, 
1869,  when  he  came  with  his  family  to  this  State. 
He  took  a  homestead  claim  of  160  acres,  which 
forms  a  part  of  his  present  estate,  located  on  section 
32,  and  upon  which  he  proceeded  to  make  improve- 
ments. He  subsequently  purchased  the  other  three 
quarters,  which  he  has  improved  mostly  himself- 
His  present  residence  is  on  section  31,  and  is  a  com- 
modious and  well  designed  structure.  Mr.  Young 
has  fed  and  fatted  large  droves  of  swine  and  herds 
of  cattle,  and  in  the  business  of  farming  and  stock- 
raising  has  become  very  wealthy.  The  most  of 
his  640  acre  estate  is  highly  improved,  and  he 
boasts  of  never  having  had  a  failure  of  crops  on 
his  land. 

Mr.  Young  has  been  twice  married.  His  first 
wife  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Caroline  Webber 
and  was  born  in  Wurtemburg,  Germany.  She 
came  to  the  United  States  alone  in  1866,  and  settled 
in  Jo  Daviess  County,  111.,  where  she  and  Mr. 
Young  were  subsequentlj-  married.  Her  death  oc- 
curred at  their  home  in  this  county  in  1881,  she 
being  thirtj'-seven  j'ears  of  age.  Her  union  with 
Mr,  Young  had  resulted  in  the  birth  of  three  chil- 
dren, Henry,  Sophia,  and   Louisa,  all  now  at  home. 

The  second  matrimonial  alliance  of  Mr.  Young, 
also  took  place  in  Jo  Daviess  Countj',  111.  The 
bride  was  Miss  Rachael  Bahr,  a  native  of  that 
county,  her  birth  having  taken  place  in  18.59.  Her 
father,  Henry  Bahr,  was  born  and  grew  to  man- 
hood in  Saxonjs  Germany,  whence  he  came  to  the 
United  States.  He  made  his  home  in  Illinois,  and 
was  there  married  to  Margaret  Winter,  who  was 
also  a  German.  AVhen  a  j'oung  woman  she  came 
to  the  LTnited  States,  and  is  yet  living  in  Jo  Daviess 
County,  being  now  ripe  in  years.  Mr.  Bahr  died 
in  that  county  in  1886,  having  passed  the  age  of 
sixty-six  years.    Mrs.    Rachael  Young  was    reared 
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in  her  native  county,  and  remained  witli  her  pa- 
rents until  her  marriage.  She  is  the  mother  of  four 
cliildren,  George,  John,  Philip,  and  Margaret. 

Tiie  parents  of  our  subject  were  Jacob  and 
Elizalietli  (Fauth)  Young,  both  of  whom  were  na- 
tives of  Hesse- Darmstadt.  The  father  was  engaged 
in  farming.  The  mother  died  in  her  native  land 
about  the  3'ear  1877,  being  then  seventy  years  of 
age.  The  father  survived  ten  years,  and  was 
gathered  to  his  fathers  when  a  little  past  four-score 
years.  Their  family  was  made  up  of  four  sons  and 
three  daughters,  all  of  whom  are  now  living,  are 
married  and  have  families.  Three  of  them  now 
reside  in  the  United  States.  The  gentleman  whose 
name  heads  this  notice  was  the  third  child  in  the 
parental  family. 

Mr.  Young  belongs  to  McClellan  Post  No.  386, 
G.  A.  R.  of  Morganville.  He  is  a  Republican  of 
the  most  decided  character,  never  failing  to  sup- 
port the  party  by  bis  vote  and  voice.  He  has  been 
Township  Treasurer  for  several  years  and  has  held 
various  other  local  offices,  performing  the  duties  of 
the  same  in  a  manner  creditable  to  himself  and 
satisfactory  to  his  constituents.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Young  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
with  which  denomination  tlie  former  wife  of  Mr. 
Young  was  also  identifled. 

A  view  of  Mr.  Young's  residence  embellishes 
another  page  and  with  its  surroundings  indicates  to 
what  good  purpose  the  proprietor  has  labored  to 
provide  himself  and  family  with  all  the  comforts 
of  life. 


\TSAAC  T.  GOODNOW.  In  December,  1854, 
I  Eli  Thayer,  whose  name  and  memory  are  ven- 
/Ji  erated  by  every  true  Kansan,  delivered  a  lec- 
ture in  Providence,  R.  L,  in  which,  in  earnest  and 
eloquent  language,  he  depicted  the  struggle  then 
going  on  in  the  recently-opened  Territory  of  Kan- 
sas, between  the  friends  of  freedom  and  the  slave- 
holding  power  of  the  South.  He  told  how  the  lat- 
ter, having  secured  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri 
Compromise  and  the  passage  of  the  Kansas-Neb- 
raska Bill,  were  determined  to  make  Kansas  a  slave 
State,  and  to  that  end  were  forcing  over  the  Mis- 


ouri  borders  a  horde  of  rufHans  who  by  force,  fraud 
and  even  murder  were  overawing  the  actual  settlers 
of  this  fair  domain,  and  making  it  perilous  for  any 
but  the  friends  and  champions  of  slavery  to  settle 
or  attempt  to  establish  homes  for  themselves  and 
their  families  in  the  new  Territorj-. 

Among  his  auditors  was  a  gentleman,  at  that 
time  Professor  of  Natural  Sciences  in  the  Provi- 
dence Seminary  at  East  Greenwich,  R.  I.  He 
was  of  New  England  ancestry,  the  son  of  Christ- 
ian parents,  a  member  of  a  Christian  Church  and 
an  anti-slaver3'  man  in  principle.  In  addition  to  all 
these  he  possessed  a  high  courage,  deep  convictions 
and  a  cultured  and  scholarly  mind.  The  lecturer 
and  the  lecture  served  to  mark  a  crisis  in  his  career. 
With  him  the  old  life  was  at  an  end  and  a  newer 
and  larger  life  about  to  begin.  His  face  was  to 
be  turned  in  a  new  dii  cction  and  his  efforts  put  forth 
in  a  new  field. 

After  the  lecture  this  man,  with  Rev.  Dr.  Joseph 
Denison  and  others,  met  the  lecturer  and  they  con- 
versed together  until  after  midnight.  The  decision 
was  for  emigration,  and  Prof.  Isaac  T.  Goodnow, 
for  it  was  he  of  whom  we  write,  immediately  re- 
signed his  professorship  and  set  about  organizing  a 
colony  to  leave  for  Kansas  the  following  spring. 
Rhode  Island  thus  lost  an  able  and  experienced  ed- 
ucator, and  Kansas  gained  a  settler  and  citizen, who 
during  the  more  than  thirty-four  years  he  has  re- 
sided within  her  borders,  has  to  his  credit  an  ac- 
tive, useful  and  honorable  career,  both  in  public 
and  private  life. 

This  man,  who  for  so  long  a  time  has  been  identi- 
fied with  the  history  of  Kansas,  both  as  a  Territory 
and  as  a  State,  deserves  more  space  for  the  telling 
of  the  story  of  his  life  than  we  have  at  command. 
We  can  therefore  give  only  a  few  of  the  leading 
facts  connected  with  his  personal  history,  and  they 
are  as  follows:  Isaac  T.  Goodnow,  the  third  son 
and  fourth  child  of  William  and  Sybil  (Arms) 
Goodnow  was  born  in  Whitinghara,  Windham  Co., 
Vt..,  Jan.  17,  1814.  He  is  of  old  New  England 
stock  and  of  English  descent,  on  both  his  father's  and 
mother's  side.  AVilliam  Goodnow,  his  father,  was 
born  in  Petersham,  Mass.,  and  was  a  descendant  of 
one  of  three  brothers  who  came  to  Massachusetts 
Colony  at  an  early  day.     When   a  young   man   he 
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went  to  Yerinont.  ami  f(ir  many  yeais  was  a  suc- 
cessful merchant  in  Wliitinuiiara.  Tliere,  in  1806, 
he  married  Miss  Sybil  Arms,  a  school  teacher  and 
daughter  of  John  Arms,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 
Brattlehoro,  Vt.  John  Arms  was  likewise  one  of 
the  Green  Mountain  boys  who  assisted  in  the  cap- 
ture of  Burgoyne,  at  Saratoga,  and  ofHciated  as 
captain  in  the  Vermont  militia  of  minutemen. 

The  father  having  lost  his  [iroperty  by  endorsing 
a  note,  Isaac  T.,  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years,  as- 
sisted his  mother  in  the  support  of  the  family.  He 
was  four  years  behind  the  counter  as  a  merchant's 
clerk  in  Colerain,  Mass.,  and  in  Marlboro,  Yt., 
and  spent  his  leisure  hours  and  evenings  in  reading 
and  study,  determining  to  secure  for  himself  the 
benefits  of  an  academic  education.  He  had  in  the 
meantime  united  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  was  firmly  grounded  in  its  Christian 
precepts.  Thus  prepared  for  sincere  and  earnest 
work  as  a  student,  he  left  home  and  walked  fiftj- 
miles  to  Wilbraham,  near  Springfield,  Mass.,  and 
entered  the  Acadamy  in  1834.  He  remained  in 
in  this  institution  until  1848,  first  as  a  student  and 
then  as  an  instructor  in  the  primary  and  English 
departments,  and  in  due  time  became  Professor  of 
Natural  Sciences.  This  latter  position  he  held  for 
ten  years.  While  connected  with  this  institution 
the  Weslej'au  Universitj'  at  Middletown,  Conn., 
conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of  A.  M. 

In  1848  Mr.  Goodnow  was  called  to  the  Chair  of 
Natural  Sciences  in  Providence  Seminary,  at  East 
Greenwich,  R.  I.,  which  he  filled  until  the  begin- 
ing  of  1855,  when  he  resigned,  having  determined 
upon  coming  to  Kansas  and  assisting  in  making  it  a 
free  State.  He  was  a  successful  educator  besides 
being  an  enthusiastic  student,  and  took  pleasure  in 
imparting  knowledge  to  those  committed  to  his 
care.  As  a  disciplinarian  he  was  firm  yet  gentle, 
and  won  the  confidence  and  respect  of  his  pupils. 
During  tlie  score  of  years  he  sat  at  the  teacher's 
desk  he  gave  instruction  to  more  than  5000  stu- 
dents, each  of  whom  witnessed  his  worth  as  a  man 
and  his  .ability  as  a  tutor. 

On  the  28th  of  August.  1838.  shortly  after  com- 
pleting his  course  in  Wilbraham  Academy,  and 
while  an  instructor  in  that  institution,  Mr.  (iood- 
now  was  married  to  Miss  Ellen  P„  daughter  of  Ma- 


jor David  and  Lucy  (Avery)  Denison,  and  sister  of 
Rev.  Jose|)li  Denison,  D.  D.,  whose  name  is  closely 
and  prominently  identified  with  the  early  history 
of  Kansas.  Mrs.  Goodnow  was  born  in  Colerain, 
Mass.,  and  came  to  her  new  position  fully  prepared 
to  prove  by  her  affection  and  sympathy  a  help- 
mate and  companion  to  her  young  husband.  Fur 
fift3'-one  years  she  has  walked  by  his  side,  fulfilling 
in  love  and  affection  every  wifely  duty,  and  mak- 
ing her  life  beautiful  by  daily  deeds  of  kindness 
and  charity.  She  had  grown  old  gracefully  and 
time,  who  spares  neither  beauty  nor  strength,  has 
gently  laid  his  touch  upon  her.  Hers  has  been  a 
pure,  prayerful  life,  a  life  of  giving,  of  doing  and 
of  living  according  to  the  teachings  of  Him,  to 
whom  since  her  early  youth  she  has  looked  for 
comfort,  consolation,  guidance  and  blessings. 

Having  no  children,  this  couple  after  having 
passed  the  fifty-first  milestone  of  their  wedded 
career  are  living  a  quiet,  retired  life  in  their  pleas- 
ant home  about  two  miles  northwest  of  Manhattan. 
They  have  been  members  of  the  Methodist  Church 
for  over  fifty  years. 

For  three  months  after  having  resigned  his  Pro- 
fessorsliip  in    Providence  Seminary,  Mr.  Goodnow 

j  devoted  himself  to  the  work  of  preparing  for  his 
departure    to     Kansas.       He    wM'ote    for     Zion's 

1  Heralds  at  Boston,  Mass.,  and  for  the  Providence 
and  other  New  England  papers,  urging  the  lovers 

]  of  freedom  to  join  the  colony,  then  getting  ready 
under  the  auspices  of  the  New  England  Emigrant 
Aid  Company,  for  their   long  journey  to   the  far 

'    West. 

Finally  a  colony  of  200  were  gotten  together, 
and  the  day  of  starting  fixed  for  March  13,  1855.  On 
the  6th  of  the  month  JNIr.  Goodnow  set  out  in  order 
to  select  a  town  site  with  good  farm  claims  around 
it,  so  as  to  be  ready  at  their  coming  and  thus  save 
tiie  unpleasantness  of  waiting.     On  the  way  he  fell 

1  in  with  Rev.  C.  H.  Lovejoy,  of  New  Hampshire, 
also  bound  Kansasward,  having  been  inspired  to 
join  the  free  State  forces  by  reading  one  of  Mr. 
Goodnow's  letters  in  a  Boston  paper.  He  was  ac- 
companied by  his  wife  and  family.  They  reached 
Kansas  City,  Mo.,  Sunday,  JNIarch  18.  Here  Mr. 
Goodnow  first  met  Gen.  S.  C.  Pomeroy,  who  had 

I   just  returned  from  an  exploring  trip  up  the  Smoky 
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Hill,  100  miles  alwve  Ft.  Riley,  a  trip  which  be 
made  with  a  horse  ami  biiggj-,  entirely  alone. 

On  Tuesday  a  committee  of  seven  started  from 
Kansas  City  as  the  advance  guard  of  the  immi- 
grants. This  committee  consisted  of  Isaac  T. 
(ioodnow,  Luke  P.  Lincoln,  Charles  H.  Lovcjoy. 
N.  R.  Wright,  C.  N.  Wilson.  A.  Browning  and 
Joseph  Winterraute.  On  Saturday,  March  24, 
just  as  the  sun  was  setting,  thej'  ascended  Blue- 
mont  from  the  north,  and  from  its  summit  looked 
down  upon  what  is  now  the  site  of  the  beautiful 
and  prosperous  little  city  of  Manhattan. 

This  committee  soon  learned  that  there  were 
prior  occupants  and  claimants  to  the  land  they 
sought.  In  the  fall  of  1854  Col.  George  .S.  Park. 
of  Parkville,  Mo.,  had  located  a  town  site  on  the 
Kansas  River,  in  the  southwestern  part  of  the  pre- 
sent site,  and  named  it  Poliska.  He  had  built  a 
log  cabin  upon  it  for  a  blacksmith  shop  and  a  big 
\Mrginian,  one  of  the  Juniata  outfit,  had  jumped 
his  claim  by  breaking  into  the  cabin  and  nominally 
living  there.  At  the  northeast  part  of  the  town 
site  u]ion  the  Big  Blue,  that  same  fall  S.  D.  Houston, 
of  Illinois;  Judge  S.  W.  Johnson,  of  Ohio;  Judge 
J.  M.  Russell,  of  Iowa;  Dr.  II.  A.  Wilcox,  of  Rhode 
Island  and  E.  M.  Thurston,  of  Maine,  five  college 
graduates  from  five  different  States,  met  and  located 
the  town  of  Canton.  A  dugout  at  the  foot  of 
Bluemont  marked  their  only  improvement. 

After  due  deliberation  Mr.  Goodnow  pitched  his 
tent  upon  Parkstown  site,  with  the  design  of  neu- 
tralizing any  legal  claim  the  Virginian  might  have. 
He  and  Mv.  Wintermute  slept  there  the  first  night. 
Martin,  the  N'irginian  soon  made  an  attempt, 
backed  by  a  montley  crowd  armed  with  rifles,  shot 
guns,  bowie  knives  and  pistols,  all  ready  for  use, 
to  drive  Mr.  Goodnow  from  the  claim.  The  lat- 
ter, however,  aided  by  some  of  his  friends,  suc- 
ceeded in  persuading  them  to  refer  the  disputed 
title  to  a  committee  of  five.  This  committee  unan- 
imously reported  that  he  should  have  until  next 
day  to  vacate.  He  replied  that  as  they  had  the 
physical  power  to  remove  him  he  would  remove 
himself  l)Ut  under  protest. 

"Your  protest  "  said  their  spokesman, '•  I  sup- 
pose has  reference  to  the  settlement  of  the  case  be- 
fore some    legal    tribunal."     "  Certainly,"  replied 


Mr.  Goodnow,  and  they  saw  that  lie  had  the  ad- 
vantage. Martin,  after  blustering  around  a  few 
days,  made  a  very  reasonable  proposition  to  sell, 
which  was  .accepted,  and  within  a  week  or  so  Mr. 
Goodnow  carried  him  to  the  Missouri  River  on  his 
way  to  old  Virginia.  The  two  camped  out  together, 
slept  side  by  side  and  parted  good  friends.  This 
was  one  of  the  rare  instances  in  those  days  when 
the  title  to  a  disputed  claim  was  settled  without 
bloodshed. 

Soon  afterw.ard  the  members  of  the  Boston  Col- 
ony arrived ;  .and  about  the  last  of  May  a  company 
of  about  seventy-five  settlers,  he.aded  by  John 
Pipher  and  Andrew  J.  Meade  came  up  in  the 
steamer  "  H.artford  "  with  the  intention  of  found- 
ing a  town  where  Junction  City  now  stands.  They 
were  offered  half  the  town  site  if  thej'  would  stop 
and  help  build  up  the  town  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Blue,  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  Goodnow  and  his 
fellow-colonists.  They  accepted  and  the  name  of 
the  town  was  changed  from  Boston  to  Manhattan, 
because  of  a  clause  in  the  constii;ution  of  the  Cin- 
cinnsiti  &  Kansas  Land  Company,  which  required 
that  the  town  where  they  settled  should  be  called 
Manhattan.  "  Shake  "  houses,  eight  in  number, 
were  built  from  clapboard  split  from  oak  timber  in 
different  parts  of  the  town  site  to  protect  the  set- 
tlers from  jumpers. 

Mr.  Goodnow  entered  a  claim  of  KJO  acres  of 
land  on  Wildcat  Creek,  two  miles  above  Manhat- 
tan, and  which  is  now  occupied  by  Mr.  J.  T. 
Swingle,  who  purchased  it  about  six  years  ago  of 
Mr.  Goodnow.  The  latter  lived  on  this  place  long 
enough  to  preempt  it.  In  1860  he  bought  the  ten 
.acres  two  miles  northwest  cf  Manh.attan,  where  his 
present  residence  is  situated.  During  the  first  two 
years  of  his  sojourn  in  Kans.as  he  w.as  eng.aged  in 
farming,  and  as  one  of  the  Directors  of  the  Town 
Site  Corapanj',  found  his  time  occaipied  with  the 
matters  pertaining  to  the  interests,  welfare  and 
progress  of  the  infant  city.  In  1857  he  returned 
E.ost  and  spent  the  summer  in  the  New  England 
States,  in  the  meantime  raising  14000  for  the 
building  of  the  first  Methodist  Church  edifice  west 
of  Lawrence. 

Next.  Mr.  Goodnow  in  connection  with  Joseph 
Denison   and   Washington   Marlatt,  conceived  the 
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idea  of  establishing  in  Manhattan  a  great  educa- 
tional institution  and  making  it  tlie  nucleus  of 
learning  in  the  new  Territory.  He  accordingly 
spent  the  years  1858-59-60  in  the  East,  raising 
money  to  build  Bluemont  College,  which  was  to  be 
conducted  under  the  auspices  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  He  secured  115,000  in  cash, 
a  library  of  2000  volumes,  and  a  valuable  set  of 
philosophical  and  chemical  apparatus.  He  like- 
wise secured  for  the  college  site  160  acres  of  land, 
almost  west  and  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  his  re- 
sidence. In  due  time  a  substantial  stone  building 
was  erected.  In  these  labors  he  was  assisted  by  the 
Rev.  Joseph  Denison  and  Rev.  Washington  Mar- 
latt  and  under  the  last-mentioned  gentleman  as 
principal,  assisted  by  Miss  Julia  A.  Bailey,  of  Con- 
necticut, to  whom  he  was  shortly  afterward  mar- 
ried, the  college  was  opened  for  students  in  the 
winter  of  1 859-60. 

Mr.  Goodnow  naturally  became  one  of  the  Trus- 
tees of  the  college,  and  was  elected  its  Qrst  President 
in  1862.  He  offlciated  as  teacher  a  term  and  a  half, 
and  was  then  elected  a  Representative  to  the  State 
Legislature,  with  the  express  object  of  securing  a 
location  of  the  proposed  State  Universit}'  in  Man- 
hattan, in  consideration  of  giving  to  the  State  all 
the  property  that  the  Bluemont  College  Company 
had  accumulated.  He  secured  the  passage  of  the 
bill  but  failed  to  secure  the  university  by  reason 
of  Gov.  Robinson's  vetoe. 

In  the  fall  of  1862  Mr.  Goodnow  was  elected  State 
Superintendent  of  public  instruction  and  re-elected 
in  1864.  This  office  was  one  for  which  he  was 
eminentlj'  fitted,  and  he  discharged  its  duties  in  an 
able  and  most  acceptable  manner.  He  traveled 
the  first  year  over  4000  miles,  and  delivered  lec- 
tures in  twenty-nine  counties,  besides  visiting 
schools  of  every  grade,  consulting  with  officers  and 
teachers,  and  familiarizing  the  people  with  their 
public  school  system.  On  the  2nd  of  July,  1862, 
the  National  Congress  passed  an  act  for  endowing 
State  Agricultural  Colleges. 

Under  this  act  Kansas  received  90,000  acres  of 
land.  Having  failed  to  get  the  State  University, 
the  people  of  Manhattan  united  in  an  effort  to  se- 
cure the  Agricultural  College.  Mr.  Goodnow  en- 
tered heart  and  soul  into    the  work,  securing   the 


object  in  view,  and  as  a  consideration  Bluemont 
College  and  100  acres  of  land  were  donated  to  the 
State.  As  superintendent  of  public  instruction  he 
was  ex-offlcio,  a  regent  of  this  institution  and  also 
of  the  State  University  at  Lawrence,  together  with 
the  State  Normal  School  at  Emporia,  and  he  parti- 
cipitated  in  the  organization  of  each.  The  Agricul- 
tural College  began  its  existence  in  July,  1863,  and 
was  the  first  Stale  educational  institution  in  Kan- 
sas. 

In  1867  Mr.  Goodnow  was  selected  agent  for  the 
disposal  of  the  90,000  acres  of  agricultural  college 
lands.  He  held  this  position  until  1873,  and  sold 
enough  lands  to  ci-eate  an  income  of  $18,000  an- 
nually. In  1869  he  way  appointed  Land  Comis- 
sioner  of  the  Missouri,  Kansas  &  Texas  Railway 
Company,  and  during  the  seven  j^ears  in  which  he 
held  this  position  he  sold  land  amounting  in  value 
to  over  $1,500,000.  Since  1876  he  has  held  no 
public  position  but  has  lived  quietly  in  the  retire- 
ment of  his  home,  giving  his' attention  to  his  own 
private  business  and  travels  a  great  deal.  He  has 
been  a  liberal  and  cheerful  giver  of  his  means  to 
religious,  educational  and  charitalile  purposes.  In 
early  life  he  adopted  a  rule  of  devoting  one-tenth 
of  his  annual  income  in  aid  of  worthy  charities,  and 
to  this  rule  he  has  ever  adhered,  being  seconded 
and  assisted  by  his  estimable  wife.  In  the  autumn 
of  his  years  he  can  look  back  upon  a  well-spent 
life,  with  the  feeling  that  whatever  may  have  been 
his  errors  in  judgment,  his  aim  and  purpose  has 
been  to  jjerform  every  duty  as  it  presented  itself 
and  besides  earning  and  enjoying  the  respect  and 
esteem  of  his  fellowmen,  to  gain  that  most  desirable 
of  all  earthly  rew.ards — the  verdict  of  an  approving 
conscience. 

Mr.  Goodnow  is  a  member  of  the  ]\Iasonio 
fraternity,  the  Patrons  of  Husbandry  and  the  Sons 
of  Temperance.  After  the  death  of  his  father  his 
mother  was  married  to  Solomon  Whitney,  of  Marl- 
boro, ^'t.,  by  whom  she  had  two  children — Solo- 
mon, Jr.  and  Ann  Ross.  The  son  now  resides  near 
Manhattan,  Kan.,  and  is  represented  elsewhere  in 
this  work.  The  daughter  is  the  wife  of  Stephen 
French,  of  Orange,  Mass.  Mrs.  AVhitney  in  1871 
joined  her  son  in  Kansas,  and  died  at  his  home 
July  12,  1873,  aged  eighty-five  years. 
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In  early  life  Mr.  Goodnow  was  a  Whig,  then  an 
auti-slavery  man,  and  latter  became  a  Republican. 
He  was  a  delegate  to  the  first  Free  State  Convention 
at  Lawrence,  Aug.  16,  1855,  and  was  an  active  and 
earnest  worker  in  the  Free  State  cause.  In  1840, 
himself  and  his  lirother,  William  E.,  manifested 
their  anti-slavery  principles  by  voting  for  James 
G.  Birney  for  President.  During  the  many  years 
of  his  residence  in  the  vicinity  of  Manhattan,  Mr. 
Gooodnow  has  identified  himself  with  the  moral,  the 
Christian,  the  patriotic  and  progressive  element  of 
the  Sunflower  State.  In  July,  1889,  at  its  last 
commencement.  Baker  University,  near  Lawrence, 
conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of  Ph.  D.,  an  honor 
entirely  unsolicited  and  unexpected  on  his  part. 
He  has  been  not  only  a  student  but  a  writer,  and 
is  the  fortunate  possessor  of  a  fine  private  library  to 
which  he  is  constantly  making  additions.  On  his 
reading-table  are  to  be  found  the  leading  newspa- 
pers and  magazines  of  the  day.  He  has  lived  an 
active,  honorable  and  useful  life  of  seventy-six 
years.  Though  of  slender  build,  he  has  by  tem- 
l)ei-ate  habits,  and  aright  use  of  his  mental  and  phy- 
sical i)0wers,  preserved  unimpaired  his  strength  of 
body  and  mind,  and  is  full  of  energy,  and  still  ca- 
pable of  enduring  much  physical  and  intellectual 
labor.  He  gives  his  personal  attention  to  his 
i)rivate  business. 


yylLLlAM  K.  GOODNOW  was  born  in  Whit- 
ingham,  Vt.,  June  17,  1807.  He  was  a  re- 
W^  markably  studious  and  industrious  boy. 
His  educational  advantages  were  those  of  the 
common  school,  but  he  improved  them  to  the 
utmost.  At  a  very  early  age  he  became  a  print- 
ei's  apprentice  to  a  Mr.  Putnam,  the  publisher 
of  a  weekly  newspaper  in  Brattleboro.  Soon  after- 
ward Mr.  Putnam  removed  to  Saco,  Me.,  where 
for  several  years  he  published  the  Palladium.  In 
1828,  when  twenty-one  years  of  age,  William  E., 
moved  to  Norway,  Me.,  and  became  editor  and 
publisher  of  the  Oxford  Observer  and  other 
papers.  He  continued  in  this  business  for  a  num- 
ber of  years.      To  him,  as  in  the  case  of  Franklin 


and  many  other  celebrated  men,  the  printing  office 
was  a  school  of  preparation,  and  a  stepping  stone 
to  the  higher  and  more  responsible  duties  and"de- 
mands  of  practical  knowledge. 

William  E.  Goodnow  was  married  Nov.  7,  1829, 
to  Miss  Harriet  W.  Paddleford,  of  Colerain,  Mass., 
and  formerly  of  Marlboro,  Vt. ;  she  was  a  woman 
of  culture  and  refinement  .and  of  marked  abilitj-. 
She  and  hor  huslxand  were  said  to  be  the  finest 
looking  couple  who  attended  the  Congregational 
Church  at  Norway,  of  which  both  were  honored 
and  devout  members.  They  had  two  children, 
both  of  whom  died  young.  The  eldest,  a  daughter, 
lived  to  be  nearly  fourteen  years'  old.  She  was 
very  precocious  and  a  remarkable  singer,  and  when 
only  seven  years  old  was  a  member  of  the  church 
choir.  She  was  also  a  fine  perfoi-mer  on  the  piano 
and  a  great  favorite  in  the  village  with  both  young 
.ind  old;  she  died  a  happy  Christian. 

Mr.  Goodnow  served  as  a  Justice  of  the  Peace 
for  several  j'ears  and  was  accredited  with  adminis- 
tering justice  to  the  people.  For  years  he  was  a 
successful  merchant  and  bookseller.  He  was  also  a 
house-builder  in  his  home  town  and  in  Chelsea,  near 
Boston,  getting  his  lumber  in  Maine.  He  was  a  con- 
sistent temperance  and  anti-slaverj-  man,  always 
ready  to  aid  either  cause  in  all  practical  ways.  He 
was  an  advocate  of  the  Maine  law,  and  was  one^of 
the  7000  who  voted  for  James  G.  Birney  in  the 
"hard  cider  and  log  cabin"  campaign  of  1840 
when  Gen.  Harrison  was  elected  President.  Al- 
ways after  that  he  cast  his  vote  so  as  to  m.ake  it  tell 
for  freedom. 
i  The  passage  of  the  Kansas-Nebraska  Bill  in  1 854. 
which  brought  on  the  "Kansas  crusade,"  thor- 
oughly aroused  him,  and  he  was  one  of  a  com- 
pany of  200  who,  with  Rev.  Joseph  Denison.  Dr. 
A.  Hunting,  and  kindred  spirits  under  the  auspices 
of  the  New  England  Emigrant  Aid  Company,  left 
Boston  March  13,  1855,  for  Manhattan,  Kan.,  to 
join  his  brother,  Isaac  T.  Goodnow,  who  by  the 
advice  of  Dr.  (afterward  Governor)  Charles  Rob- 
inson had  preceded  them  one  week  to  select  a  lo- 
cation and  lay  out  a  town.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Manhattan  Town  Association,  likewise  one  of 
its  Directors,  and  was  always  an  active,  influential 
worker  in  all  its  business  operations.     He  kept  the 
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first  store  on  the  town  site.  It  was  in  Ward  4, 
near  ttie  present  residence  of  Henrj'  Hougliam, 
where  for  some  time  he  held  the  claim  for  the 
city.  This  was  jumped  by  the  rufHan  Haskell, 
who  was  driven  out  by  Judge  Pipher  in  a  grand 
charge  in  which  the  scared  fugitive  very  suddenly 
in  rapid  flight  and  minus  one  shoe,  disappeared  over 
the  Bluemont  range. 

The  first  store  house  in  Manhattan  was  erected 
and  occupied  by  Mr.  Goodnow  for  general  mer- 
chandise. It  now  stands  on  A'attice  Street,  being 
the  second  block  west  of  the  Blue  Valley  Railroad. 
The  Wooden  House  on  the  lot  next  west,  was  also 
built  by  him  at  a  time  when  it  was  expected  that  the 
Great  East  and  West  road  would  cross  the  bridge 
to  be  erected  near  the  foot  of  Bluemont.  At  that 
point  the  first  ferry  was  established  in  1855,  and  it 
was  expected  that  the  main  business  of  the  town 
would  concentrate  at  the  north  part  of  the  town 
site.  The  building  of  a  pontoon  bridge  at  the 
eastern  end  of  Pointz  avenue,  by  the  Cincinnati 
and  Kansas  Land  Company,  destroyed  these  ex- 
pectations and  kept  the  business  on  that  thorough- 
fare, while  the  building  of  the  Union  Pacific  Rail- 
road bridge  near  tiie  same  place  fixed  it  beyond 
a  peradventure. 

Taking  a  great  interest  in  the  erection  of  Blue- 
mont College,  Mr.  Goodnow  erected  the  first 
dwelling  near  it;  tliis  is  now  standing  on  the  cor- 
ner across  the  road  south  of  the  old  college  site. 
It  was  occupied  for  some  time  as  a  store  by  the 
late  Orville  Huntress.  Several  other  buildings 
were  also  erected  by  him  for  the  accommodation 
of  families  and  students. 

During  the  early  and  trying  years  of  the  Ter- 
ritory's history  Mr.  Goodnow  was  a  wide-awake 
correspondent  of  Eastern  papers,  and  did  his  part 
in  keeping  their  readers  informed  concerning  the 
progress  of  events  in  Kansas.  He  was  a  repre- 
sentative to  several  of  the  early  free  State  con- 
ventions at  Lawrence  and  other  places.  His  zeal 
and  love  for  Kansas  may  be  well  understood  when 
it  is  known  that  his  wife,  to  whom  he  was  ardently 
attached,  never  left  her  Eastern  home.  Probably 
not  a  week  passed  without  an  exchange  of  letters. 
She  WMS  :ni  invalid  for  years  and  could  not  make 
up  luT  iiiliid  to  leave  a  comfortable  home  for  a  pio- 


neer life  on  the  frontier  during  the  troublous 
times  and  outrages  in  Kansas. 

Mr.  Goodnow,  however,  felt  it  his  duty  to  cast 
his  lot  with  those  endeavoring  to  make  Kansas 
a  free  State.  This  necessitated  journeys  back  and 
forth  until  the  death  of  his  wife,  which  took  place 
July  24,  1870,  after  a  married  life  and  residence  in 
the  same  village  for  over  forty  years.  Mrs.  Good- 
now lived  the  life  of  a  prayerful  Christian  and 
died  beloved  and  respected   by  all  who  knew  her. 

After  hi-s  wife's  death  Mr.  Goodnow  devoted  all 
his  energies  to  Kansas.  He  was  an  earnest  and 
devout  Christian,  and  liberal  in  his  contributions 
to  the  church  and  to  all  public  and  private  .char- 
ities. At  the  State  Congregational  Convention,  to 
which  he  was  a  delegate  a  short  time  before  his 
death,  with  his  partner,  the  Eev.  R.  D.  Parker,  of 
Manhattan,  he  was  chosen  Moderator,  and  presided 
giving  general  satisfaction.  On  the  19th  of  July, 
1876,  while  in  apparently  good  health  and  a  mo- 
ment after  making  a  pleasant  remark  to  a  friend,  he 
fell  dead  from  apoplexy.  He  was  then  sixty-nine 
years  old.  His  funeral  was  largely  attended,  and 
his  remains  were  laid  to  rest  in  a  beautiful  lot  in 
Manhattan  cemetery,  overlooking  the  city  wherein 
he  had  labored  so  long,  and  in  which,  to  the  end 
of  his  life,  he  had  taken  a  fatherly  interest. 

^(^ALENTINE  WEBER.  This  gentleman  is 
V|\^  the  owner  of  a  beautiful  farm  of  400  acres, 
\^  in  Mulberry  Township,  Clay  Count}-,  where 
he  has  been  successful!}'  carrying  on  the  work  of 
agriculture  for  the  past  twentj'  years.  His  home- 
stead is  located  on  section  14,  and  was  obtained  by 
him  from  the  government  in  1869.  It  is  supplied 
with  all  necessary-  and  adequate  farm  buildings, 
conveniently  located  for  the  puri)ose  which  they 
serve.  The  entire  estate  is  improvetl,and  carefull}' 
and  intelligently  cultivated. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  Matliias  and  Agnes 
(Winters)  Weber,  were  born,  reared  and  married 
in  the  Canton  of  Aargau,  Switzerland.  There  they 
resided  until  after  the  birth  of  four  children,  when 
in  1853,  they  emigrated  to  the  United  States.  They 
crossed  the  Atlantic  Ocean  and  Gulf  of   Mexico  to 
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New  Orleans,  La.,  and  thence  sailed  up  the  Missis- 
sippi River  to  Jo  Daviess  Count}',  111.  The  fatlier 
h.id  been  reared  to  the  occupations  of  a  farmer  and 
stone-mason,  and  looaling  in  Galena,  he  there  fol- 
lowed the  latter  eniploj'ment.  lie  subsequently 
luirchased  land  in  Guilford  Township,  that  count}', 
and  removed  to  the  farm,  where  he  died  in  1880, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-one  years.  He  was  a  Cath- 
olic in  religion,  and  a  Republican  in  politics.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  is  still  living,  being  now 
seventy-three  years  old.  She  makes  her  home  with 
her  daughter  Mrs.  Hinton.  She  is  also  a  communi- 
cant of  the  Catholic  Cliurch.  The  parental  familj- 
consisted  of  one  son  and  three  daughters,  our  sub- 
ject being  the  first  born.  One  of  the  daughters  of 
the  family  is  now  deceased. 

Valentine  Weber  was  l)orn  in  the  Canton  of 
Aargau,  Switzerland,  Feb.  It,  1844,  and  was  there- 
fore a  lad  of  nine  years  when  his  parents  came  to 
the  United  States.  The  liberty  loving  spirit  of 
liie  Swiss  was  roused  to  enthusiasm  in  the  breast  of 
our  subject,  upon  the  breaking  out  of  the  late 
Civil  War.  Though  young  in  years  he  enlisted  in 
defence  of  the  Union,  being  enrolled  in  September, 
1861,  in  Company  C,  45th  Illinois  Infantry.  The 
company  was  under  the  command  of  Capt.  Burns, 
and  the  regiment  under  that  of  Col.  John  E. 
Smith.  The  recruits  were  sent  at  once  to  the  front, 
joining  the  army  of  the  Tennessee.  They  partici- 
pated in  the  terrible  battles  at  Ft.  Donelson. 
Shiloh  and  the  Siege  of  Vicksburg.  At  the  latter 
place  Mr.  Weber  received  a  very  serious  wound, 
three  buckshot  from  an  enemy's  gun  having  en- 
tered his  forehead.  He  was  left  for  dead  on  the 
tield  of  battle,  but  was  later  conveyed  to  the  regi- 
mental hospital.  Having  recovered  from  (he 
wound  and  rejoined  his  company,  he  participated 
ill  numerous  skirmishes  and  heavy  engagements, 
and  marched  with  Sherman  to  the  sea.  He  was 
taken  prisoner  with  the  rest  of  his  company,  while 
"iuarding  a  railroad  between  Bolivar  and  Jackson 
in  Tennessee,  but  was  shortly  afterward  paroled. 
In  August,  1865,  he  was  honorably  discharged  at 
Louisville,  Ky.,  and  mustered  out  after  a  gallant 
service  of  three  }'cars  and  eleven  months.  At  the 
expiration  of  his  first  term  of  three  years,  he  had 
re-eidisted  as  a  veteran.    Returning  to  his  old  liome 


in  Jo  Daviess  County,  111.,  Mr.  Weber  remained 
there  until  the  summer  of  1869,  when  as  before 
stated  he  came  to  Kansas. 

Mr.  Weber  celebrated  his  marriage  in  Jo  Daviess 
County,  III.,  the  lady  with  whom  he  was  united 
being  Miss  Lena  Bahr.  She  was  born  in  Jo  Daviess 
County,  Nov.  8,  1851,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Henry 
and  Levina  Bahr.  Her  parents  died  in  Guilford 
Township,  that  county,  when  she  was  quite  young, 
and  they  in  the  prime  of  life.  Mrs.  Weber  has 
borne  her  husband  seven  children,  all  still  at  home. 
They  are  named  respectively  :  William,  Edwin, 
Agnes,  Henry,  Ellen,  Pearl  and  Louisa. 

Mr.  Weber  is  a  sound  Republican  in  his  political 
views  and  practices.  He  has  held  the  office  of  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace,  and  other  township  offices.  Mrs. 
Weber  belongs  to  the  Metliodist  Church.  They  are 
highly  esteemed  as  a  lady  and  gentleman  of  excel- 
lent character  and  fine  social  qualities. 


#-#- 


^f^LWOOD  ARMSTRONG,  M.D..  one  of  the 
|fe)  most  popular  members  of  the  medical  pro- 
1^^  fession  in  the  southeastern  part  of  Wasfi- 
ington  County,  has  been  located  at  Greenleaf  since 
1881,  where  he  is  rapidly  building  up  an  extensive 
practice.  He  is  still  3'oung  in  years,  having  been 
born  Feb.  12,  1854,  and  is  a  native  of  Morris, 
Grundy  Co.,  111.  He  received  an  academic  educa- 
tion, and  at  the  age  of  seventeen  _years  began  read- 
ing medicine  under  the  instrncf,ion  of  Dr.  Chester 
Hard,  of  Ottawa,  III.  In  due  time  he  entered  Rush 
Medical  College  of  Chicago,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1874. 

Dr.  Armstrong  commenced  the  practice  of  his 
profession  at  Northville,  111.,  where  h:'  sojourned 
until  1878.  Then  coming  to  Mitchell  County,  this 
State,  he  followed  his  profession  there  until  the  fall 
of  1881,  when  he  removed  to  Greenleaf,  which  has 
since  been  the  field  of  his  labors. 

The  offspring  of  an  excellent  family.  Dr.  Arm- 
strong is  the  son  of  Perry  A.  Armstrong,who  was  born 
in  Licking  County,  Ohio,  April  2, 1822.  The  latter 
removed  to  LaSalle  County.  III.,  with  his  parents, 
when  a  lad  of  eight  years,  About  1842  he  took 
up  his  abode  in  (irundy  County,  111.,  and  has  since 


55'2 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


been  a  resident  of  Moii  is.  AVheu  quite  young  he 
began  reading  law,  and  in  due  time  was  graduated 
from  the  Granville  (111.)  Law  School.  He  began 
the  practice  of  his  chosen  profession  at  Morris,  of 
which  he  was  one  of  the  first  settlers,  and  he  won 
an  enviable  reputation  as  a  practitioner.  At  an 
early  age  he  developed  fine  literary  talent,  and 
produced  "Armstrong's  History  of  the  Black  Hawk 
War,"  which  at  the  time  of  its  publication  was  a 
work  attracting  considerable  attention.  He  also 
published  other  historical  works,  including  the 
"Life  of  Shaubenee."  For  several  years  he  was 
County  Clerk  of  Grundy  County,  and  later  repre- 
sented the  county  several  terms  in  the  State  Legis- 
lature. He  identified  himself  with  the  Masonic 
fraternity  in  1857,  and  has  arisen  to  a  high  posi- 
tion therein,  attaining  the  32d  degree.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  in  which  lie  has  been 
Grand  Master  two  terms.  During  the  progress  of 
the  Mexican  War  he  started  for  tlie  scene  of  con- 
flict as  Captain  of  a  company,  but  before  reaching 
it  the  war  had  ended,  and  his  services  were  there- 
fore not  required.  Politically,  he  is  a  sound  Demo- 
crat, and  was  a  member  of  the  first  Constitutional 
Convention  of  Illinois. 

Tiie  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  were 
Joseph  and  Elsie  (Strawn)  Armstrong,  who  settled 
in  Ohio  at  an  early  date.  They  spent  tlieir  last 
years  in  LaSalle  County,  111.,  passing  awa}'  at  a 
ripe  old  age.  They  were  natives  respectively  of 
Ireland  and  Pennsylvania.  Grandmother  Arms- 
trong was  a  descendant  of  the  well-known  Strawn 
family,  who  became  prominent  in  Illinois,  and  were 
among  the  most  highly  respected  residents  of  La- 
Salle County.  The  mother  of  Dr.  Armstrong  was 
in  her  girlhood  Miss  Mary  Borbidge.  She  was 
born  in  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  in  1824,  and  died  in  Morris, 
111.,  in  1861.  Her  father,  .James  Borbidge,  was  a 
native  of  Ireland,  whence  he  emigrated  to  America 
early  in  life,  and  became  a  wealthy  importer  of 
Pittsburg,  Pa.  Mrs.  Mary  Armstrong  was  reared 
and  married  in  the  Smoky  Citj'.  Of  her  union 
with  Perry  A.  Armstrong  there  were  born  four 
children,  viz.:  Fidelius  J.,  deceased;  Cliarles  D., 
Klwoo<l  and  William  E.,  the  latter  a  resident  of 
Cliicago,  HI. 

Dr.   Armstrong  is    -a  nicinber    of    the    National 


Association  of  Railway  Surgeons,  and  local  sur- 
geon of  the  central  brancli  of  the  Union  Pacific 
Railroad  Company  at  Greenleaf,  and  is  the  owner  of 
the  leading  drug-store  of  the  city.  He  has  been 
the  Coroner  of  Washington  County  for  the  last  six 
j^ears.  Like  his  worthy  father,  lie  is  interested  in 
Masonry,  and  is  an  honored  member^of  Lodge  No. 
252,  at  Greenleaf.  He  also  belongs  to  Lodge  No. 
106,  A.  O.  U.  W.;  the  Select  Knights  of  North 
America,  Lodge  No.  60,  the  Modern  Woodmen 
Lodge  No.  756,  and  is  also  a  K.  of  P.  Politically, 
he  votes  the  straight  Republican  ticket. 

The  marriage  of  Dr.  Armstrong  and  Miss  Martha 
J.  Gransden  was  celebrated  at  the  bride's  home  in 
Northville,  111.,  March  8,  1876.  Mrs.  Armstrong 
was  born  at  NorUiville,  111.,  Feb.  4,  1859.  and  was 
the  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Eliza  (Powell)  Grans- 
den, who  are  residents  of  that  place.  The  Doctor 
and  his  estimable  lady  are  the  parents  of  tliree  chil- 
dren: Thomas  B.,  born  March  3,  1878;  Fred  L., 
Oct.  7,  1881,  and  Harold  E.,  Nov.   27.  1888. 


JOHN  WYSS.  Kansas  has  become  the  home 
of  "many  men  of  many  climes,"  and  among 
her  citizens  of  v.arious  nationalities,  none 
prove  more  reliable  than  those  who  have 
come  from  amid  the  grand  sceneiy  of  Switzerland. 
The  gentleman  whose  name  heads  this  sketch  is  a 
native  of  that  famous  land,  having  been  born  in  the 
Canton  of  Bern,  in  June,  1836.  He  is  the  eldest  son 
and  second  child  of  John  Wyss,  Sr.,  and  Margaret 
Affolter,  natives  of  the  same  canton.  The  father 
followed  the  trade  of  a  cooper,  and  spent  his  entire 
life  in  his  native  country,  his  death  occurring  when 
he  was  about  sixty  j'ears  of  age,  He  was  of  good 
repute  in  his  canton,  as  a  man  of  honor  and  sterl- 
ing integrity.  His  widow  survived  him  many 
years,  dying  when  quite  aged.  Both  are  active 
members  of  the  German  Reformed  Church. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  grew  to  man's  estate 
in  ills  native  canton,  receiving  a  fine  education  in 
his  native  tongue.  He  was  taught  the  trade  of 
cheese-making,  which  is  one  of  the  leading  callings 
of  that  country,  and  followed  his  tr.ade  until  1868. 
Having  determined  to  seek  a  broader  field   for  his 
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energies,  lie  left  his  native  land,  taking  passafje  at 
Havre  on  the  steamer  "Balona"  for  the  United 
States.  A  period  of  tsventy-one  days  was  consumed 
in  the  ocean  voyage,  a  major  part  of  that  time 
liaving  been  pleasantly  spent.  Landing  was  made 
at  New  York  Cit^^  whence  Mr.  Wyss  went  to  Ohio, 
where  he  remained  some  months. 

From  the  Buckeye  State,  Mr.  Wyss  went  to 
Henry  County,  III.,  where  he  sojourned  until  the 
spring  of  1872.  "While  in  that  county  he  met  with 
two  serious  accidents,  both  of  which  occasioned 
much  suffering,  one  of  them  leaving  him  a  cripple. 
The  first  catastrophe  was  occasioned  by  the  rearing 
of  a  horse  which  he  was  riding,  the  animal  falling 
backward  with  his  rider  underneath  him.  Two 
years  after  his  recovery  from  this  injury,  Mr.  Wyss 
was  severely  kicked  hy  a  vicious  horse  which  he 
was  leading. 

Upon  leaving  Illinois  Mr.  Wyss  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  this  State,  locating  a  homestead  of  1 60 
acres  in  Clay  County,  where  he  has  since  resided. 
The  land  is  situated  on  section  9,  Bloom  Township, 
and  has  been  made  into  a  fine  farm  and  a  most 
comfortable  home.  Almost  the  entire  acreage  is 
now  under  the  plow,  and  is  thoroughly  and  in- 
telligently cultivated.  There  Mr.  Wyss  is  success- 
fully carrying  on  general  farming,  and  enjoying, 
as  well  as  a  bachelor  can,  the  increasing  comforts 
due  to  his  industry,  prudence  and  good  manage- 
ment. 

Mr.  Wyss  is  a  sound  Democrat  in  his  political 
views,  never  failing  to  cast  his  vote  on  the  great 
issues  of  the  Republic.  A  man  of  lumor,  intelli- 
gence, and  good  habits,  Mr.  Wyss  is  justly  re- 
garded as  a  citizen  who  is  a  credit  to  the  section  in 
which  he  lives. 

,_^ — ^-^w — ^  - 

AVID  GILBERT.  Among  the  citizens  of 
)V  solid  worth  who  for  many  years  have  made 
their  home  in  Union  Township,  Clay 
County,  Mr.  Gilbert  is  worthy  of  more 
than  a  passing  notice.  He  is  a  farmer  by  occupa- 
tion and  may  usually  be  found  at  his  well-regu- 
lated homestead,  occupying  the  southwest  quarter 
of  section  1.     He  was  born  in  Baltimore,  Md.,  Oct. 


2'j,  1808,  and  is  thus  at  this  writing,October,  1889, 
a  veteran  of  eighty-one  years.  His  parents  were 
David  and  Jemima  (Uococ)  Gilbert,  the  former  an 
Irishman  by  birth  and  the  latter  a  native  of  Balti- 
more. 

David  Gilbert,  Jr.,  was  eight  years  old  when  his 
parents  left  Maryland  and  emigrated  to  the  young 
State  of  Ohio,  settling  in  the  vicinity  of  Marietta, 
Washington  County.  He  was  there  reared  to  man's 
estate]and  when  starting  out  for  himself  in  life, settled 
in  the  open  country,  know  as  the  Northwestern 
Territory,  forty  miles  west  of  P't.  Wayne,  Ind.  He 
entered  160  acres  of  land  in  what  is  now  known  as 
LaGrange  County,  Ind.,  but  after  a  residence  of 
four  years  returned  to  Washington  County,  Ohio. 
He  was  not  yet  satisfactorily  settled  and  now  took 
up  his  line  of  march  across  the  Mississippi  and  for 
a  comparatively  brief  time  was  a  resident  of  How- 
ard County,  Iowa.  On  the  20th  of  June,  1860,  he 
could  have  been  found  located  on  the  Republican 
River  in  Clay  County,  Kan.,  where  he  homesteaded 
the  farm  which  he  now  owns  and  occupies.  This, 
as  well  as  most  of  the  land  which  he  subsequently 
purchased  and  entered,  is  beautifully  located  in  the 
Republican  River  Valley.  He  was  at  one  time  the 
owner  of  800  acres,  but  has  now  only  half  that 
amount,  having  divided  up  the  balance  among  his 
sons. 

B'or  twenty-eight  years  Mr.  Gilbert  has  farmed 
in  the  river  bottoms,  and  during  that  time  has  lost 
only  one  crop,  that  being  caused  by  grasshoppers  in 
1869.  In  ins  farming  operations  on  the  upland  he 
iiad  been  almost  equally  fortunate,  losing  but  two 
crops  by  chinch  bugs,  in  1886,  and  one  by  the 
drought  of  1887.  The  greater  part  of  his  land  is 
in  a  highly  productive  condition.  He  has  planted 
200  apple  trees  besides  other  fruit  trees  and  made 
the  ordinary  improvements  brought  about  by  the 
intelligent  and  progressive  agriculturist. 

When  Mr.Gilbert  settled  on  the  Republican  River 
there  were  but  two  families  west  of  him  for  a  dis- 
tance of  125  miles.  Buffalo  and  antelope  abounded 
in  large  numbers  and  these  furnished  most  of  the 
subsistence  of  the  settlers.  The  nearest  town  was 
Atchison,  and  thither  Mr.  Gilbert  had  to  go  for  his 
supi)lies,  even  taking  his  plow  there  to  be  sharpened. 
There  were  no    mills  tiien  in   this   region    and    the 
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biead  stuff  of  the  Gilbert  family  fof  the  first  year 
consisted  of  boiled  corn.  Mr.  Gilbert  has  seen 
Kansas  at  its  worst  and  at  its  best,  but  he  never 
lost  confidence  in  its  future  and  still  considers  it 
one  of  the  best  States  in  the  I'nion.  He  has  passed 
his  life  in  the  quiet  pursuits  of  farming  and  his  ca- 
reer as  a  citizen  has  been  such  that  lie  is  recognized 
as  one  of  the  most  useful  members  of  his  community. 
He  has  kept  himself  well  posted  upon  matters  of 
public  interest,  although  never  mixing  in  politics. 
His  first  Presidential  vote  was  cast  for  Andrew  Jack- 
son during  his  first  candidacy  for  the  Presidency. 
Until  the  election  of  1  888  he  uniformly  voted  the 
Democratic  ticket,  but  having  supported  old  Tip- 
pecanoe in  1840,  he  felt  called  upon  to  do  the  same 
for  his  grandson. 

Mr.  Gilbert  has  been  three  times  married,  hav- 
ing children  by  each  wife.  The  maiden  name  of 
his  early  choice  was  Freelove  Trowbridge,  of 
Washington  County,  Ohio.  She  left  five  children, 
namely,  William,  Walter,  Rosalia,  Sarah  and  Ann. 
His  second  wife  was  Elizabeth  Sweet,  of  St.  Joseph 
Country,  Mich. ;  she  died  leaving  one  son,  David. 
The  present  wife  of  Mr.  Gilbert  was  formerly 
Miss  Jane  Taylor  and  there  were  born  to  them 
six  children — Elizabeth,  Martha,  Rozalia,  Lucy, 
Henry  and  Josephine.  Most  of  these  have  reached 
mature  j'ears  and  have  families  of  their  own.  Mr. 
Gilbert  has  been  for  many  j'ears  a  consistent  mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  Church  and  is  a  man  held  in  the 
highest  respect  by  all  who  know  him.  His  portrait 
which  appears  in  connection  with  this  sketch  is  a 
work  of  art.  and  will   be  prized  by  all  his  friends. 


-^^^^^ 
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ILLIAM  B.  MARSHALL.  Could  all  the  in- 
cidents in  the  life  of  Mr.  Marshall,  after  his 
settlement  upon  the  frontier  of  Northern 
Kansas,  be  properly  detailed,  they  would  form  quite 
an  interesting  volume.  He  came  to  this  section  of 
the  country  when  it  was  peopled  principally  by  wild 
animals,  before  the  advent  of  flouring  mills,  saw- 
mills, railroads,  or  even  a  stage-coach.  He.  planted, 
as  it  were,  his  banner  in  the  wilderness,  and  through 
storm  and  sunshine  kept  its  colois  flying,  and  at 
length  came  off  more  than  conqueror  over  all  the 


dilHculties  which  beset  him.  He  forms  one  of  the 
prominent  landmarks  of  Riley  County,  and  is  num- 
bered among  its  most  honored  citizens.  A  life- 
long farmer  bj'  occupation,  his  homestead  is  pleas- 
antl3'  located  on  section  1,  where  he  built  up  from 
the  wilderness  a  good  farm  and  is  now  in  the  en- 
joyment of  all  life's  comforts. 

In  going  back  to  the  early  history  of  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  we  find  that  he  is  of  New  England 
ancestry,  being  the  son  of  Moody  Marshall,  a  na- 
tive of  Bradford,  N.  H.  His  mother,  Sarah  (Beard) 
Marshall,  was  likewise  a  native  of  the  old  Granite 
State,  and  born  in  New  Boston.  She  came  of  a 
hardy  race — the  Scotch  Irish,  of  the  North  of  Ire- 
land. Moody  Marshall  traced  his  progenitors  to 
England.  Alter  their  marriage  the  parents  of  our 
subject  settled  in  Ware,  N.  H.,  whence  later  the_v 
removed  to  Nashua,  in  that  State,  where  they  spent 
the  remainder  of  their  lives.  Their  family  con- 
sisted of  eight  sons  and  one  daughter,  and  all  of 
the  sons  grew  to  man's  estate.  The  daughter,  a 
cherished  plant,  was  taken  from  the  household  cir- 
(;le  when  three  years  old. 

William  15.  Marsliall  was  the  fifth  child  of  his 
parents,  and  was  born  in  Ware,  N.  H.,  April  25, 
1829.  Until  twenty  years  of  age  he  remained  on 
tlie  farm  of  his  parents,  acquiring  a  common-school 
education,and  becoming  familiar  with  agriculture  as 
prosecuted  in  New  England  style.  The  father  gave 
to  all  his  boys  their  time  when  arriving  at  the  age 
of  twenty  years,  and  William  B.,  when  practically 
becoming  bis  own  man,  employed  himself  as  a 
farm  laborer  during  the  summer  months  and  at- 
tended school  during  the  winter  for  three  years. 
lie  then  entered  a  shoe  manufacturing  establish- 
ment and  was  employed  in  cutting  uppers  and  sort- 
ing leather  three  years,  when  he  was  taken  ill  and 
obliged  to  relinquish  it. 

After  his  recovery  Mr.  Marshall  being  desirous 
of  establishing  a  home  of  his  own,  was  married  in 
the  latter  part  of  P"ebruary,  1855,  in  Andover,  to 
Miss  Anna  J.  Pillsburj'.  This  lady  was  likewise  a 
native  of  New  Hampshire,  and  the  daughter  of  the 
Rev.  Stephen  Pillsbury,  a  minister  of  the  Baptist 
Church.  On  the  12tii  of  March  following,  accom- 
panied by  his  wife  and  her  brother  Leonard  H., 
and   his    own   l)rolher   Andrew,    Mr.   Marshall  left 
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New  England  in  uharge  of  the  Emigration  Aid 
Society,  setting  out  for  the  Territor}'  of  Kansas, 
raaiving  the  journey  by  rail  to  Alton,  and  thence 
down  the  river  to  St.  Louis,  thence  from  St.  Louis 
to  Kansas  City,  and  the  balance  of  the  journey  was 
was  made  overland  by  means  of  ox-teams,  they 
arriving  at  Lawrence  in  the  latter  part  of  the  above- 
mentioned  month.  Two  or  three  days  later  Mr. 
Marshall  set  out  for  Riley  County,  and  took  up  a 
tract  of  land  in  what  is  now  Zeandale  Township, 
where  he  established  a  homestead  and  lias  since  re- 
mained. He  was  one  of  the  very  first  men  to  lo- 
cate in  Rilej^  County  prior  to  the  settlement  of  the 
Manhattan  Colony  in  this  region.  He  -'squatted" 
on  land  which,  four  years  latter  he  preempted,  se- 
curing possession  of  160  acres.  He  liere  main- 
tained his  residence  during  the  trying  times  which 
followed,  wlien  "bleeding  Kansas"  was  not  only 
harrassed  by  political  troubles,  but  suffered  from 
grasshopi)ers,  drouth,  chincii  bugs  and  other  disas- 
ters. Mr.  Marshall  was  not  molested  on  account 
of  his  political  views,  being  a  man  of  sound,  good 
sense,  and  making  it  a  i)oint  to  attend  strictly  to 
his  own  concerns. 

Mrs.  Annie  J.  J\Larshall  the  young  wife  of  our 
subject,  only  survived  her  marriage  one  short  year, 
dying  in  February,  1856,  at  the  liomestcad  in  Zean- 
dale Township.  On  June  21,  1861,  Mr.  Marshall 
ct)ntracted  a  second  marriage  with  Miss  Sarah  A. 
Allen,  a  native  of  Columbiana  Count}-,  Ohio,  and 
born  .Inly  14,  1833.  Benjamin  Allen,  the  father 
of  Jlrs.  Marshall,  came  to  Riley  County  about 
ISGo,  and  settled  in  Zeandale  Township,  of  whicii 
he  was  a  resident  until  his  death.  Of  this  union 
there  were  born  five  children:  Anna  A.,  the  eldest, 
is  the  wife  of  Alfred  Docking,  and  teaching  in 
Spencer  Academy,  Indian  Territory;  John  M.  re-  I 
mains  with  his  parents;  Pliebe  died  when  an  infant  ; 
of  six  months,  and  William  L.  died  at  about  the 
same  age;  Charles  W.,  the  youngest,  continues  un- 
der the  home  roof.  Mrs.  Sarah  Marshall  dei)arted 
this  life  at  her  home  in  Zeandale  Township,  Ai)ril  ! 
10,  1889.  .-ihe  was  a  very  excellent  woman,  an  af- 
fectionate and  devoted  wife  and  mother,  a  hospit- 
able neighbor,  and  one  always  ready  to  take  an 
active  part,  as  far  as  possible,  in  all  religious  work.  I 
.She  had  been  for  many  ^ears    a  member  in  good    1 


standing  of  the  Congregational  Church.  Her  death 
was  mourned  not  only  by  her  own  familj'  but  by  a 
large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances. 

Mr.  Marshall,  in  his  religious  views,  is  a  Congre- 
gationalist.  and  during  the  early  years  of  his  resi- 
dence in  Kansas,  served  as  a  Commissioner  when 
Riley  was  a  part  of  Davis  County.  He  was  elected 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  but  not  desiring  tiie  office, 
failed  to  qualify.  He  was  in  Lawrence  during  the 
bogus  election  which  was  held  in  the  spring  of 
1855,  and  witnessed  the  stirring  incidents  which 
followed.  He  has  always  been  recognized  as  a  lib- 
eral-minded and  public-spirited  citizen,  and  as  a 
member  of  the  agricultural  community  he  occu- 
pies a  position  second  to  none  in  the  county.  He 
has  been  greatly  prospered  as  a  tiller  of  the  soil, 
and  gradually  added  to  his  landed  possessions  until 
he  is  now  the  owner  of  480  acres  of  land  which  is 
devoted  to  general  farming  and  stock-raising.  -  His 
dwelling  is  a  substantial  stone  structure,  adjacent  to 
which  is  the  barn  and  various  other  outbuildings  re- 
quired for  the  shelter  of  stock  and  the  storage  of 
grain.  The  whole  career  of  Mr.  Marshall  is  one 
worthy  of  record  in  a  work  designed  to  perpetuate 
the  names  and  deeds  of  those  men  who  ventured 
upon  the  frontier  during  the  early  da\-s,  and  to 
whose  courage  and  perseverance  Kansas  is  indebted 
for  her  present  position  among  the  prosperous  com- 
monwealths of  the  great  West. 


"•«ii^-=^^^' 


J;OHN   C.  M.CANDLE.SS.     They   were  men 
!    of  hardihood  and    courage    who  made  their 
]    way  to  the  Kansas  frontier    during  its  terri- 
'    torial  days  and  amid  tlie  political   troubles 

and  the  scourge  of  grasshoppers,  drouth  and  diinch 
bugs,  set  themselves  about  the  task  of  builrling 
up  a  homestead.  Among  them  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  bore  no  unimportant  part.  He  came  to  Don- 
iphan County  and  "squatted"  on  a  quarter  section 
of  land,  which,  however,  he  occupied  onhs-  one 
year.  Then  selling  out  he  went  to  Galveston,  Tex., 
and  in  1858  left  there  for  Memphis,  Tenn.  In 
1861  he  was  accepted  as  a  recruiting  otHcer  in  the 
Nortiiern  army  and  lie  followed  the  fortunes  of  war 
as  a  bridge  mechanic  ami   in    otlier  ca|iacilies  until 
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after  the  national  conflict  bad  ended.  Then  return- 
ing to  AVashington  County.  Kan.,  lie  on  the  10th  of 
July,  1868,  liomesteaded  a  quarter  section  of  land 
in  Lincoln  Township.  He  occupied  that  ten  years, 
then  selling  out,  came,  in  1878,  to  Riley  County,  of 
which  he  has  since  been  a  resident.  He  purchased 
160  acres  of  land  in  May  Day  Township,  occupying 
a  portion  of  sections  13  and  24  and  makes  his  home 
on  the  latter.  He  has  been  greatly  prospered  in 
his  labors  and  is  now  the  owner  of  440  acres  of  land 
wliich  is  largely  devoted  to  graded  stock. 

A  native  of  Butler  County,  Pa.,  our  subject  was 
born  Nov.  26,  1831.  His  father,  Robert  B.  Mc- 
Candless,  was  likewise  a  native  of  that  county  and 
born  Feb.  9,  1811.  He  there  spent  Ids  entire  life 
engaged  in  farming  pursuits.  He  was  an  honest 
and  upright  man  and  a  member  in  good  standing 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Politically, 
he  voted  with  the  old  Whig  party  and  was  prom- 
inent in  political  affairs.  He  became  well-to-do 
and  departed  this  life  Oct.  t>,  1852.  The  paternal 
grandfather  was  .John  McCandless  who  was  born 
.lune  1,  1760,  on  the  English  Channel,  during  the 
passage  of  his  parents  from  Scotland.  The  latter 
was  the  son  of  Robert  McCandless  who  was  born  in 
Scotland  in  1736  and  emigrated  to  America  with 
three  brothers  in  1760.  They  settled  in  Butler 
County,  Pa.,  where  the  father  of  John  was  mar- 
ried and  where  John  was  reared  and  educated. 
Robert  McCandless  did  good  service  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary War  as  a  Second  Lieutenant. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject 
was  Jane  Cranmer.  She  was  born  in  Rochester,  N. 
Y.,  in  1809,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Asaph  and 
Annie  (Hill)  Cranmer,  who  were  likewise  natives 
of  the  Empire  State.  Mr.  Cranmer  was  a  farmer 
by  occupation  and  served  in  the  Revolntionar}' 
War.  Mrs.  Cranmer  was  of  English  extraction  and 
lived  to  be  eighty-four  years  old.  Both  were  mem- 
bers in  good  standing  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  The  great-grandfather  Cranmer  was 
among  the  earliest  settlers  of  New  York  State  and 
Vaced  his  ancestry  to  England.  Grandfather 
Cranmer  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years. 

To  the  parents  of  our  subjects  there  were  born 
nine  children,  viz.:  John;  Margaret,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  fifty -si.\:  years;  Elizabeth,  a  resident  of   | 


Venango  County,  Pa.;  Israel  A.;  Robert  C;  Mar}- 
J.;  Minnie,  who  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-five; 
George,  who  died  when  three  months  old  and 
Asaph,  who  died  when  six  years  old.  John,  like 
his  brothers  and  sisters,  was  reared  in  his  native 
county,  receiving  the  benefits  of  a  common-school 
education.  When  approaching  the  thirty-second 
year  of  his  age  he  was  married  April  23,  1863,  to 
Miss  Caroline  M.  Moore.  Tiiis  Lady  was  born  in 
Seymour,  Ind.,  Aug.  1,  1844.  and  is  the  daughter 
of  Charles  and  Ruth  (Doan)  Moore,  who  were  like- 
wise natives  of  the  Hoosier  State.  Mr.  Moore  was 
a  farmer  and  l)ecame  quite  wealthy.  He  died  at 
the  age  of  forty-nine  years.  Mrs.  Moore  survived 
her  husband  many  years,  dying  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-two. She  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McCandless  are  the 
parents  of  five  children,  viz.:  Alvah  C,  John  C. 
Joshua,  Guy  E.  and  Adelbert  G.;  they  are  all  liv- 
ing and  at  home  with  their  parents. 

Mr.  McCandless  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote 
for  Stephen  A.  Douglas  but  since  the  organization 
of  the  Republican  party  has  been  a  stanch  sup- 
porter of  its  principles.  He  keeps  himself  posted 
upon  matters  of  leading  interest  and  is  consider- 
ably interested  in  politics.  He  has  filled  various 
positions  of  trust  and  responsibility  and  is  an  in- 
telligent and  well-informed  man — one  whose  opin- 
ions are  general!}-  respected. 

RS.  MARTHA  (IH'EY)  MAILS  and  her 
husband,  the  late  John  Mails,  were  among 
the  earliest  settlers  of  Pottawatomie  Coun- 
ty, and  were  active  factors  in  developing 
its  agricultural  interests  and  advancing  its  social 
and  moral  status.  They  were  people  who  for  prin- 
ciple's sake  left  relatives  and  friends,  and  a  pleas- 
ant home  with  all  its  comforts  in  the  East,  to  seek 
the  wild,  uncivilized  Western  frontier  that  the_y 
might  identify  themselves  with  the  noble,  high- 
sprited,  self-sacrificing  pioneers  of  the  Territory  of 
Kansas,  who  were  struggling  to  consecrate  its  soil 
to  liberty  and  gain  its  admission  into  the  Union  as 
a  Free  State.  Years  of  hardship  and  trial  followed 
their  settlement  here,  though  not  of  actual  privation 
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;is  they  were  not  without  means  when  they  came 
here.  By  judicious  management  they  adderl  to 
their  capital  and  were  numbered  among  the  mon- 
eyed people  of  tlieir  community.  For  tiie  better 
education  of  their  children  thei'  spent  a  few  years 
in  Manhattan  when  the  city  was  in  its  infancy,  and 
aided  in  its  upbuilding.  In  order  to  stimulate  en- 
terprise and  to  attract  outside  capital,  the  proprie- 
tors of  the  site  of  the  city  offered  the  lot  on  the 
southeast  corner  of  Third  street  and  Poyntz  ave- 
nue, to  any  one  who  would  build  a  good  house  on 
the  spot  and  Mr.  Mails  accepting  the  offer,  erected 
a  commodious,  substantial  stone  house  that  still 
stands  there.  A  short  time  before  his  death  Mr. 
Mails  moved  into  tlie  city  again  with  his  family 
and  Mrs.  Mails  is  still  residing  here,  widely 
known  and  respected  for  her  manj-  fine  qualities  of 
head  and  heart,  and  a  noble  type  of  pioneer  wo- 
manhood. 

She  was  born  Jan.  9,  1821,  in  Boalsburg,  Pa.,  a 
small  village  on  the  State  Road  between  Pittsburg 
and  Philadelphia.  Her  father,  James  Iluej-,  was 
also  a  native 'of  the  Keystone  State,  and  he  was  the 
son  of  William  and  Agnes  (Newell)  Huey,  natives 
t)f  Ireland,  who  came  to  America  before  marriage 
and  settled  in  Pennsylvania.  The  father  was  a 
farmer  and  spent  the  last  years 'of  his  lite  in  Mifflin 
County.  Mrs.  Mails'  father  was  a  pioneer  of  Cen- 
ter County.  He  followed  the  trade  of  a  blacksmith 
in  Boalsburg  till  1830,  and  then  moved  to  Clarion 
County,  and  buying  an  improved  farm  engaged  in 
farming  for  many  j'ears,  till  death  rounded  out  his 
life  in  1874  at  the  advanced  age  of  seventy-nine. 
'Hie  maiden  name  of  Mrs.  Mails'  mother  was  Eliza- 
lietli  Everhart,  and  she  was  a  native  of  Center 
County,  Pa.  Her  father,  Samuel  Everhart,  was  a 
farmer  !ind  spent  his  entire  life  in  Pennsylvania. 
The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Martha  Thomas; 
she  was  born  in  Wales  and  died  in  Center  County 
on  the  old  homestead. 

Our  subject  remained  an  inmate  of  the  parental 
household  till  her  marriage,  and  from  iier  good 
mother  received  careful  instructions  in  spinning, 
knitting  and  in  all  work  pertaining  to  the  proper 
management  of  a  house,  ,and  thus  when  she  had  a 
home  of  her  own  she  went  to  it. well  fitted  to  care 
for  it  properly  and  make  it  a  cheery  and  cosy  abid- 


ing place  for  her  husband.  .Ian.  26,  1841,  she  was 
wedded  to  John  Mails,  and  for  more  than  forty 
years  tliey  traveled  life's  road  together,  giving  an 
example  of  a  true  union,  and  mindful  not  only  of 
their  duties  to  one  another  but  to  the  community  at 
large. 

Mr.  Mails  was  a  native  of  Clarion  County,  Pa., 
a  son  of  William  Mails,  who  was  born  one  mile 
from  Gettysburg,  and  spent  his  entire  life  as  a 
farmer  in  Pennsylvania.  The  husband  of  our  sub- 
ject was  reared  in  his  native  county,  and  in  early 
life  learned  the  blacksmith's  trade.  Soon  after  mar- 
riage, however,  he  turned  his  attention  to  farming, 
and  buying  timbered  land  in  Clarion  County,  with 
characteristic  energy  immediately  commenced  to 
clear  it.  He  was  very  industrious,  and  in  a  few 
years  the  forest  trees  had  fallen  before  his  vigor- 
ously wielded  axe,  the  land  was  placed  under  fine 
tillage,  and  he  had  erected  comfortable,  well-finished 
buildings,  and  had  his  farm  well  stocked.  But 
while  they  were  thus  prospering,  our  subject  and 
her  husband  were  not  unmindful  of  what  was  going 
on  in  the  outside  world,  but  kept  themselves  well- 
informed  as  to  public  affairs.  Thus  their  sympa- 
thies were  aroused  at  the  accounts  of  the  sufferings 
of  the  Free-State  people  in  Kansas,  and  after  much 
earnest  and  deliberate  conversation  on  the  subject 
they  thought  it  their  duty  to  come  here  and  aid 
the  cause  of  freedom.  The^-  then  sold  the  pleasant 
home  where  the  happy  years  of  their  wedded  life 
had  been  spent  till  that  time,  and  went  forth  with 
their  children  alone  to  their  destination,  starting 
from  Pennsylvania  on  the  21st  of  March,  1855,  and 
journeying  thither  by  way  of  the  Alleghany,  Ohio, 
Mississippi  and  Missouri  rivers  to  Kansas  City,  then 
a  small  hamlet.  Mr.  Mails  rented  a  room  for  his 
family,  and  ,as  he  could  not  buy  a  wagon  there,  he 
went  to  Independence  where  lie  bought  one  and 
purchased  two  3'oke  of  oxen  beside,  and  on  his  re- 
turn to  Kansas  City  he  bought  two  cows.  Mrs. 
Mails  made  a  wagon  cover  of  cotton  cloth,  and 
with  the  wagon  ladened  v,'ith  a  cooking  stove,  bed- 
ding, 200  pounds  of  flour,  100  pounds  of  corn  me.al 
and  a  supply  of  bacon,  they  started  on  tiieir  jour- 
ney to  the  promised  land.  M'-.  Alails  was  taken 
sick  while  in  camp  near  Lawrence,  and  they  re- 
mained there  a  week,  and   obtained  some  idea  I'f 
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life  in  a  rough  frontier  town,  and  they  observed 
that  the  land  which  was  not  then  surveyed,  was  held 
mostly  by  squatters.  They  resumed  their  travels 
when  Mr.  Mail's  health  was  re-establisiied  and 
pushhig  on  to  the  Blue  River  found  a  white  family 
on  Sargent's  Creek,  and  obtained  lodgings  with 
them,  it  being  the  first  house  in  which  tliey  had 
slept  since  leaving  Kansas  City.  The  following 
day  Mr.  Mails  selected  a  claim  in  was  is  now  Blue 
Township,  Pottawatomie  County,  and  then  re- 
turned for  his  family.  When  nearing  their  future 
home,  while  crossing  Elbow  Creek,  one  of  the 
wagon  wheels  broke,  and  they  had  to  traverse  the 
remaining  two  miles  with  three  wheels.  The  first 
night  on  the  claim  was  spent  in  the  wagon,  and  the 
next  day  Mr.  Mails  cut  some  poles,  and  standing 
them  on  one  end,  slanting  toward  the  top,  covered 
tliem  with  carpet  and  wagon  cover,  and  that  rude 
structure  was  the  home  of  the  family  for  six  weeks. 
During  that  time  Mr.  Mails  cut  some  cottonwood 
logs  and  built  a  hewed  log  house.  The  shingles 
were  rived  by  hand ,  and  as  nails  were  not  procur- 
able, were  held  down  by  poles.  There  were  no  saw 
mills  here  then,  but  two  Englishmen  coming  along 
with  a  wliip  saw,  Mr.  Mails  engaged  the  first  1,000 
feet  of  boards  that  the}'  sawed  for  a  floor,  which 
was  the  nicest  floor  in  that  region  for  some  months, 
and  Mrs.  Mails  was  so  pi-oud  of  it  that  she  did  not 
put  down  the  carpet  till  cold  weather.  It  was 
too  late  to  plant,  a  crop  that  }-ear,  so  Mr. 
Mails  made  several  trips  to  Kansas  City  with  his 
oxen,  and  while  he  was  away  Mrs.  Mails  lived  alone 
with  her  children  in  her  cabin  far  from  neighbors. 
Fortunate!}'  for  her  she  was  a  woman  of  strong  nerve 
and  was  in  no  wise  timid.  There  was  no  store  in 
Manhattan  at  that  time  and  Mr.  Mails  used  to  bring 
home  groceries  and  such  articles  on  his  return  from 
Kansas  Cit}',  and  as  his  wife  used  to  sell  them  she 
may  well  be  considered  the  pioneer  merchant  of  this 
section  of  the  country.  In  1856  Mr.  Mails  bought 
a  pair  of  fine  horses,  and  commenced  to  improve 
his  land.  In  May,  1859,  a  severe  storm  raged  in 
this  region  and  the  roof  was  blown  from  the  house 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mails',  and  as  it  was  in  the  night 
the  children  sleeping  up  stairs  were  left  without 
>lu'Uer  from  the  open  nh:  Luckily  none  of 
Iht'ui  were  hurt,  but   tlieir  clothing  was  strewn  all 


over  the  farm,  and  the  crops  were  nearly  ruined. 
There  were  no  schools  near  where  they  lived  so  our 
subject  and  her  husband  moved  into  Manhattan, 
Mr.  Mails  building  the  afore-mentioned  house.  He 
still  continued  to  improve  his  land,  however,  and 
in  1865  again  took  up  his  residence  there,  and  did 
not  leave  it  permanently  till  a  few  months  before 
his  death,  when  he  again  made  his  home  in  Manhat- 
tan, and  here  his  honorable,  well-spent  life  was 
brought  to  a  close  in  February,  1884.  He  was  a 
man  of  strong,  intelligent  convictions,  whose  recti- 
tude of  purpose  and  act,  and  innate  manliness  of 
character  commanded  the  respect  of  all  with  whom 
he  came  in  contact,  and  as  a  citizen,  husband,  fa- 
ther, neighbor  and  friend,  his  life-record  is  without 
a  blot,  and  he  has  left  to  his  children  the  precious 
legacy  of  an  untarnished  name. 

Mrs.  Mails  still  occupies  the  home  from  which 
her  husband  passed  away.  She  is  a  bright  and 
intelligent  woman,  whose  mind  and  memory  do  not 
seem  to  be  at  all  irr paired  by  approaching  age,  and 
her  genuine  worth  and  kind  heart  have  gained  her 
a  warm  place  in  the  affections  of  all  about  her.  She 
has  a  keen  remembrance  of  pioneer  life  and  times 
in  the  earlj-  settlement  of  Kansas,  and  can  give 
many  interesting  facts  concerning  them.  As  well- 
known  pioneers,  the  history  of  this  part  of  the  State 
would  be  incomplete  without  a  record  of  the  lives 
of  herself  and  husband,  and  it  is  with  pleasure  that 
we  introduce  this  brief  sketch  in  this  volume.  She 
and  her  husband  joined  the  Presbyterian  Church  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  she  is  still  a  devoted  member, 
he  remaining  true  to  the  faith  till  death.  Mrs. 
Mails  is  the  mother  of  five  children:  John  J.,  who 
resides  in  Manhattan;  Celia,  wife  of  J.  S.  Corbett, 
of  whom  see  sketch;  Jennie,  wife  of  William  Orr, 
of  Manhattan;  Charles,  who  resides  in  Arkansas 
City,  and  Matlie  E.,  wife  ofJ.  W.  Coens. 


\T  SIDORE  R.  GILBERT.  This  gentleman  is  the 
I  owner  of  a  half-interest  in  the  grain  elevator  at 
/li  Linn,  Washington  Count}',  by  whose  citizens 
he  is  highly  respected.  He  has  suffered  many  afflic- 
tions, having  been  called  to  part  with  a  number  of 
his  nearest  and  dearest  friends,  including  his  loved 
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companion;  but  his  griefs  have  not  made  him  mo- 
rose or  caused  him  to  lose  interest  in  what  is  still 
left  to  brighten  life.  On~the  contrary,  they  have 
added  an  element  to  his  character,  which  renders  it 
more  noble  than  before. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Truman  and  Jane 
(McKelvey)  (iilbert,  both  of  whom  are  deceased, 
the  mother  having  died  when  our  subject  was  three 
or  four  years  of  age.  The  father  was  a  native  of 
Litchfield  County,  Conn.  He  was  a  farmer,  and 
during  the  War  of  1812  bore  a  part  in  his  coun- 
try's defense.  He  departed  this  life  in  18(55.  The 
parental  family  consisted  of  ten  children,  our  sub- 
ject being  the  youngest.  Only  three  of  the  family 
are  now  living:  Warren  resides  in  Lenawee  County, 
]Mich.,  and  Matthew  M.  in  Clayton  County,  Iowa. 
Six  of  the  others  died  after  arriving  at  j'ears  of 
maturit}'.  Their  names  were  William,  Truman. 
Terry,  Milton,  Lucinda,  and  Eliza.  The  other 
child.  Eunice,  died  at  the  age  of  five  years,  and 
prior  to  the  birth  of  our  subject. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write,  was  born  in 
Sandusky  County,  Ohio,  Aug.  16,  1831.  He  was 
reared  upon  a  farm,  and  received  his  fundamental 
education  in  tiie  common  schools.  His  higher  edu- 
cation was  obtained  in  the  college  at  Hillsdale. 
Mich.  In  1865  he  went  to  St.  Joseph  County, 
Mich.  Some  time  was  spent  in  Three  Rivers,  and 
thence  he  removed  to  Webster  County,  Iowa,  in 
the  spring  of  1866,  and  was  there  engaged  in  agri- 
culture until  1869.  He  then  changed  his  residence 
to  Jefferson  County,  Neb.,  settling  near  where  Steele 
City  now  is.  at  a  place  then  known  as  Jenkin's 
Mills.'  There  he  entered  a  homestead  of  160  acres, 
and  added  to  his  land  by  purchase.  He  was  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  stock-raising  there  until  1879, 
at  which  date  he  became  an  occupant  of  a  farm  in 
Linn  Township,  this  county.  There  was  no  town 
here  then,  the  place  being  laid  out  in  June,  1882. 
Our  subject  left  his  farm  in  1884,  and  has  since 
been  a  resident  of  the  town,  and  has  been  engaged 
jn-incipally  in  the  grain  business.  On  the  1st  of 
August,  1889,  the  firm  of  Gilbert  &  Weeke  rented 
their  elevator  for  one  year  to  Miller,  Douglas  & 
Co.,  of  Clifton,  this  count}-. 

Mr.  Gilbert  was  united  in  marriage,  Dec.  23, 
1859,  with  Miss  Lovina  Swarts,     She  was  a  daugh- 
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ter  of  John  and  Catherine  (Cline)  Swarts.  Her 
father  is  deceased,  and  her  mother  is  now  living  in 
Sandusky  County,  Ohio,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
seventy-six  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cline  were  the 
jmrents  of  ten  children,  of  whom  the  following 
seven  survive:  May  A.,  Inez  J.,  Lulu  B.,  LeRoy, 
Alftruda,  Marvin,  and  Edna.  Of  the  other  chil- 
dren, John  died  in  San  Diego  County,  Cal.,  at  the 
age  of  twenty-four;  Talba  M.  died  at  the  age  of 
eighteen;  and  William  T.  in  his  fourteenth  year. 
Mrs.  Gilbert  departed  this  life  April  5,  1887. 

During  the  late  Civil  War,  Mr.  Gilbert  w.as  en- 
rolled in  the  100  days'  service  as  a  member  of  Com- 
pany B,  169th  Ohio  Infantry,  and  spent  most  of 
his  time  on  guard  duty.  He  takes  but  little  interest 
in  politics,  but  is  a  stanch  Republican  in  his  belief. 
He  never  seeks  office,  but  has  been  induced  to  ac- 
cept that  of  Justice  of  the  Peace,  in  which  he  is 
serving  aece|)tably.  Mr.  Gilbert  is  one  of  the  most 
prominent  citizens  of  Linn,  wiiere  he  is  much  es- 
teemed for  his  business  abilities,  intelligence  and 
excellent  principles. 

ylLLTAM  McFADDEN,  late  of  Sherman 
Township,  came  to  Riley  County  in  1870, 
and  homesteaded  eighty  acres  of  land  on 
section  4,  which  he  doubled  indue  time  and  labored 
thereon  until  his  decease,  which  occurred  on  the 
25lh  of  June,  1 886.  He  was  a  peaceable  and  law- 
abiding  citizen,  honest  and  upright,  a  stanch  Demo- 
crat, politically,  and  a  member  in  good  standing  of 
the  Masonic  fraternit\'. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Cecil 
County,  Md.,  Feb.  7,  1821,  and  is  the  son  of  John 
McFadden,  who  was  of  Irish  extraction.  The  lat- 
ter, after  coming  to  America,  settled  in  Maryland, 
but  subsequently  removed  to  Ohio  during  its  pio- 
neer days,  opened  up  a  farm  from  the  wilderness, 
and  there  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  was 
a  man  respected  by  his  fellow-citizens,  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  His  wife  Martha 
was  a  native  of  Maryland,  who  died  in  Ohio  when 
ripe  in  years.  There  were  born  to  them  eight  chil 
dren — Hugh.  John.  Robert,  Joseph,  Ann.  Margaret, 
William,  and  George. 
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William  McFadden  was  the  seventh  child  of  his 
parents,  and  lived  with  them  on  the  farm  in  Ohio 
until  a  lad  of  fourteen  years.  From  that  time  un- 
til twenty  years  old,  he  was  employed  in  frei<?hting 
mostly  on  his  own  account.  About  1842,  soon  af- 
ter reaching  liis  majority,  he  engaged  in  mercan- 
tile business  at  Dundee.  Ohio,  which  he  followed 
twenty-eight  years,  and  until  his  removal  to  Kan- 
sas. In  the  meantime  he  was  married  March  9, 
1848,  to  Miss  Susanna  Shanks.  This  lady  was  born 
in  Ohio,  July  25,  1826.  and  is  a  daughter  of  James 
and  Christina  (Helwig)  Shanks,  who  were  respec- 
tively, of  French  and  Scotch  extraction.  Mr. 
Shanks  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  the  Buckeye 
State,  where  he  pursued  his  trade  of  tanner,  and 
died  at  the  advanced  age  of  seventy-five  years; 
his  estimable  wife  was  a  member  of  the  Lutheran 
Church,  and  lived  to  be  eighty-six  years  old.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  McFadden  were  born  eight  children, 
five  sons  and  three  daughters,  named  respectively: 
Oliver,  C.  Roberts,  William  Frank,  Emma,  (Mrs. 
Alfred  Randolph),  living  in  California;  Flora,  John, 
Edward,  and  Harry.  All  the  boys  are  living  in 
California,  except  Harrj',  who  resides  with  his 
mother. 
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^  OSEPH  BOWMAKER,  Sn.  The  subject  of 
1  this  notice  owns  and  occupies  one  of  the 
^.^jl  finest  farms  within  the  limits  of  Wasliington 
f^^  County.  It  comprises  230  acres  of  well- 
improved  land  located  on  sections  13  and  18,  well 
watered  and  very  fertile.  Of  this,  160  acres  was  a 
preemption  claim,  taken  in  1860,  and  joined  to  a 
homestead  claim  taken  in  1864.  Under  the  careful 
management  of  I\Ir.  Bowmaker  it  has  been  brought 
to  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  is  embellished 
with  substantial  buildings,  together  with  fruit  and 
forest  trees.  An  orchard  of  200  apple  trees  in 
good  bearing  condition  is  among  not  the  least  of 
its  attractions.  An  ideal  home  has  here  been  built 
up  which,  without  ostentation,  forms  a  most  pleas- 
ant retreat,  the  family  being  surrounded  with  all 
the  conveniencies  and  comforts  of  modern  life. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  came  to  Kansas  as 
early  as  1860,  while  it  was  still  a  territory,  from 
Stevenson    County,    111.     He   had    located    in    the 


Prairie  State  in  1846,  taking  up  a  tract  of  Govern- 
ment land,  from  which  he  improved  a  farm,  which 
he  sold  upon  resolving  to  seek  the  farther  West. 
He  made  the  journey  to  this  State  with  two  yoke 
of  oxen,  being  two  months  on  the  wiy,  camping 
out  wherever  night  overtook  him  and  cooking  bj' 
the  wa3'-side.  He  made  it  a  point  to  halt  on  the 
Sabbath-day,  resting  himself  and  his  cattle.  Ar- 
riving in  Kansas,  he  began  life  amid  a  country  in- 
fested with  Indians  and  wild  animals,  his  farm 
being  a  favorite  camping-ground  for  the  red  man. 
They  were  usually  friendly  until  after  the  outbreak 
of  the  war,  and  Mr.  Bowmaker  claims  that  even 
then  the  whites  provoked  them' to  a  state  of  hostil- 
ity. Herds  of  buffaloes  still  roamed  over  the  plains, 
and  Mr.  Bowmaker  killed  a  great  many  of  these, 
drying  the  first  year  more  than  3,000  pounds  of 
buffalo  meat.  He  killed  a  part  of  these  on  his  own 
farm.  He  was  obliged  to  go  to  Ft.  Rilej%  fifty 
miles  away,  for  his  mail,  and  to  St.  Joseph,  160 
miles  away,  to  market  his  produce.  He  has  thus 
been  the  witness  of  the  extraordinary  change  vvhich 
has  passed  over  the  country  since  first  coming  here, 
and  forms  one  of  those  interesting  links  between 
the  past  and  the  present,  from  whom  both  old  and 
young  may  learn. 

A  native  of  the  kingdom  of  Prussia,  our  subject 
was  born  Dec.  24,  1819,  and  comes  of  pure  German 
ancestry.  His  father,  Henry  Bowmaker,  spent  his 
entire  life  upon  his  native  soil  of  Prussia  and  died 
at  the  age  of  flftj'-six  years.  The  mother,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Elizabeth  Blossberry,  died  when 
past  threescore  years.  The  paternal  grandfather, 
Peter  Bowmaker,  lived  to  the  great  age  of  one  hun- 
dred and  nine  years  and  six  months.  He  was  for 
thirty  years  a  soldier  of  the  German  army. 

Joseph  Bowmaker  was  the  second  child  of  his 
parents,  whose  family  consisted  of  two  sons  and 
one  daughter.  His  sister,  Christina,  is  now  the 
wife  of  Frank  Herman  and  lives  on  a  farm  in  her 
native  province.  His  brother  Jacob  from  earlj' 
manhood  has  been  a  railroad  official  and  now  re- 
ceives a  pension  for  services  rendered.  Joseph 
was  reared  to  man's  estate  in  his  birthplace,  and  is 
the  only  one  of  the  family  who  came  to  America. 
Prior  to  making  the  vo.yage  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Elizabeth  Funk,  who  vvas  born  and  reared  not 
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far  from  the  early  home  of  her  husband  and  who 
became  the  mother  of  one  child  in  Germany. 
Later  the  household  circle  was  enlarged  by  the 
liirLli  of  seven  more  children.  Joseph,  tiie  eldest 
of  tliese,  is  married  and  lives  on  a  farm  in  Sheridan 
Township.  Kan.;  Mattie  is  the  wife  of  Matthew 
Kingsley.  a  farmer  of  Sheridan  Township;  Eliza- 
beth is  the  wife  of  James  Kingsley,  likewise  of 
that  township;  Jacob,  Frank,  Peter  and  Henry 
are  at  home  with  their  parents.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bowmaker  and  all  their  children  are  members  of 
tlie  German  Catholic  Church  at  Clifton,  which  Mr. 
Bowmaker  assisted  in  organizing.  Politically  our 
subject  belongs  to  the  Democratic  party,  while  his 
sons  are  all  Republicans.  He  has  very  little  to  do 
with  public  affairs,  being  content  to  follow  his  le- 
gitimate business  and  leave  the  offices  to  some  one 
who  would  probably  be  less  successful  than  himself 
as  a  farmer. 

The    Bowniaker  homestead   is  represented   in    a 
well  executed   litliograpliic  view  on  another  page. 


|i;  SAAC  C.  SHERMAN.  No  better  representa- 
1]  tive  of  the  success  that  may  be  gained  by  the 
1\  once  despised  "colored  man"  in  the  vocation  of 
a  farmer,  can  be  found_in  Washington  County,  than 
he  whose  name  beads  this  notice.  He  owns  320 
acres  of  good  land  in  Clifton  Township,  his  home 
being  on  section  19.  His  residence  is  comfortable, 
and  his  homestead  is  supplied  with  all  the  necessary 
farm  buildings.  He  has  witnessed  much  of  the 
development  of  this  county,  a  great  part  of  which 
was  an  unbroken  waste  when  he  came  here  in  the 
fall  of    186;t. 

Mr.  Sherman  was  born  in  Barnwell  District, 
S.  C,  Jan.  4.  1847.  His  parents  were  slaves  and 
both  died  befoie  the  Proclamation  of  Emancipa- 
tion. He  knows  but  little  of  their  histor}^  except 
that  they  lived  in  bondage.  He  was  reared,  as 
were  other  slaves,  without  the  advantages  of  learn- 
ing, being  the  "property"  of  Mr.  James  Irving. 
In  the  spring  of  18(')5,  when  Sherman  was  marching 
through  Georgia,  our  subject  was  living  at  San- 
ilersville,  Washington  Count}',  that  State.  He  fell 
into  the  ranks  and  went  with  the  grand  old  gen- 


eral to  the  sea.  As  li£  joined  the  vast  array  he 
happened  into  the  ranks  of  Company  G,  4th  Iowa 
Infantry.  With  that  company  he  remained  until 
all  were  discharged  at  the  close  of  the  war.  He 
then  came  North  to  Union  County,  Iowa,  where  he 
made  his  home  until  1869.  He  learned  to  re.ad 
and  write,  and  is  quite  a  good  scholar  and  a  well- 
informed  man.  As  before  stated  IMr.  Sherman 
came  to  Kansas  in  18G9.  A  few  months  later  he 
took  up  a  homestead  on  sections  19  and  30,  build- 
ing his  bouse  on  the  former  section.  He  has  since 
secured  160  acres  where  he  now  lives,  on  section 
9.  still  retaining  possession  of  his  original  home- 
stead. He  is  a  successful  and  enterprising  agri- 
culturist, and  the  natural  skill  of  bis  race  in  tilling 
the  soil  is  used  to  great  advantage  by  him. 

Mr.  Sherman  celebrated  his  marriage  in  this 
county  in  the  spring  of  1889.  The  bride  was  Miss 
Ada  Decker,  a  native  of  Delaware  Count}^  Ohio, 
where  she  was  born  Oct.  11,  1871.  She  loSt  her 
mother  when  quite  young,  and  came  West  in  1886, 
and  has  since  lived  in  this  county.  Mrs.  Sher- 
man is  the  daughter  of  white  parents.  She  has 
been  the  recipient  of  a  good  common-school  educa- 
tion, and  is  a  young  lady  of  intelligence  and  ster- 
ling character. 

Mr.  Sherman  has  held  some  of  the  local  offices 
of  the  township,  and  discharged  their  duties  con- 
scientiously and  with  good  judgment.  He  belongs 
to  the  Republican  party,  and  no  more  stalwart 
member  is  to  be  found  within  its  ranks  than  he. 
He  is  a  member  of  tbe  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
while  his  wife  belongs  to  the  Episcopal  Church.  Mr. 
Sherman  is  a  good  neighbor  and  citizen,  and  is 
highl}'^  respected  by  those  among  whom  his  lot  is  cast. 
The  view  of  his  homestead,  on  another  page,  in- 
^dicates  his  industry  and  "perseverance  under  diffi- 
culties, furnishing  an  example  worthy  of  imitation. 

__^ .yg-lMl-g^. C-W- 


,ORVEN  Z.  McFADDEN  owns  and  opcr. 
ates  one  of  the  best  farms  in  Chapman 
Township,  Clay  County.  The  home  place 
is  watered  by  Chapman  Creek,  and  is  very  favor- 
ablj'  located  both  for  the  raising  of  crops  and  stock. 
It  is  supplied  with  groves,  orchards,  and  a  well  as- 
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sorted  and  well  built  collection  of  farm  buihlings. 
All  of  the  buildings  and  most  of  the  other  improve- 
ments are  the  work  of  Mr.  McFadden.  He  farms  on 
a  large  scale,  owing  four  quarter  sections  of  land, 
and  devoting  considerable  attention  also  to  raising 
horses,  cattle  and  hogs. 

Mr.  McFadden  was  born  in  Jefferson  Count}-, 
Ind.,  Nov.  12,  1847,  and  accompanied  his 
parents  to  this  State  in  1866,  being  then  about  nine- 
teen years  of  age.  He  was  reared  to  farm  life  and 
has  always  been  engaged  in  the  pursuit  of  agricul- 
ture. He  remained  with  his  father  until  1869, 
when  he  was  married  and  began  life  for  himself.  He 
took  up  a  homestead  of  160  acres  in  Mulberry 
Townsiiip,  which  land  he  improved  and  cultivated, 
until  able  to  prove  up  on  it.  Soon  after  securing 
the  claim,  he  traded  for  other  land  and  stock,  his 
new  farm  lying  on  section  30,  of  Oakland  Town- 
ship, and  having  been  located  by  W.  Baker.  Mr. 
McFadden  subsequently  traded  that  quarter  sec- 
tion and  the  stock  upon  it  for  the  farm  which  he 
now  occupies,  and  to  which  he  has  added  until  his 
landed  possessions  amount  to  640  acres.  Since 
living  on  his  present  farm  he  has  never  failed  to 
raise  some  crops,  though  since  1885,  they  have 
been  very  light  until  this  year  (1889),  when  the 
yield  was  good  from  all  grains  sowed.  Chinch  bugs 
and  droughts  have  made  wheat  culture  so  unprofi- 
table that  the  farmers  of  this  part  of  Kansas  have 
nearl}'  abandoned  the  attempt  to  raise  that  grain. 
This  section  w.as  sparsely  settled  and  life  here  at- 
tended with  many  difficulties  when  Mr.  McFadden 
became  a  citizen  of  Kansas. 

The  wife  of  Mr.  McFadden  was  in  her  maiden- 
hood Miss  Mary  Shumaker;  she  is  a  daughter  of 
Moses  and  Mary  (Smith)  Shumaker  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  came  to  Kansas  with  a  cousin.  She  has 
borne  her  husband  six  children,  who  bear  the  names 
of  Herbert  II.,  John  H.,  Carrie,  Birdie,  Z.  B.  O.  and 
Mell  R.;  Carrie  and  Z.  B.  O,  are  deceased. 

William  H.  McFadden,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
is  of  Irish  descent  and  was  born  in  Kentucky.  He 
lived  in  Indiana  for  man^' years  engaged  in  farming, 
and  in  1866,  came  to  this  State  and  settled  near 
Clay  Center.  There  he  filed  a  homestead  claim, 
and  having  improved  and  cultivated  the  estate  and 
proved  up  on  it,  sold  out  after  having  lived  there 


seven  years.  He  married  Miss  Angeline  Clark, 
daughter  of  Hezekiah  Clark,  also  an  agriculturist- 
The  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  seven  children: 
Norven  Z.,Trevanion,  Sarah  J.,  Dorinda,  Philander 
L..  and  Willis  A.,  and  Romanus  who  is  deceased. 
Mr.  McFadden  belongs  to  the  Masonic  fraternity. 
He  is  a  Democrat  and  supported  prohibition,  though 
he  has  now  decided  that  the  kind  of  prohibition  that 
is  here  does  not  prohibit  and  is  not  what  is  needed. 
The  success  which  he  has  met  with,  abundantly 
proves  his  energy,  industry  anil  prudent  manage- 
ment, and  the  respect  which  is  felt  for  him  by  his 
fellow-citizens  is  a  testimonial  to  the  worth  of  his 
character. 


^;SAAC  MAYFIELD,  M.  D.,  is  a  dealer  in  drugs 
ll  at  Randolph,  Riley  County.  It  is  but  little 
|1|,  more  than  a  decade  since  this  gentleman  ar- 
rived in  Randolph,  where  he  now  enjoys  an  hon- 
orable reputation  as  a  man  of  fine  character,  mental 
and  professional  ability,  and  genial  nature.  Since 
coming  to  this  county,  he  has  built  up  a  fine  prac- 
tice as  a  physician  and  surgeon,  but  now  (jlevotes 
the  most  of  his  time  to  the  drug  business,  feeling 
that  after  long  years  of  usefulness  he  may  well  be 
allowed  a  more  quiet  life  than  was  his  for  many 
years.  Though  now  seventy-six  j'ears  old,  he  is 
more  hale  and  hearty  than  many  men  much  younger 
than  he,  and  enjoys  life  with  the  zest  of  earlier 
manhood. 

Dr.  Mayfield  is  of  English  descent,  his  grand- 
father, William  Mayfield,  having  been  a  watch- 
maker in  London,  carrj'ing  on  a  factory  in  that 
city,  lie  was  a  man  of  considerable  means,  and 
prominent  among  the  artisans  of  the  world's  me- 
tropolis. The  father  of  our  subject  was  Thomas 
Mayfield,  who  was  born  in  London,  and  was  gradu- 
ated  from  the  London  Medical  College.  He  began 
practice  in  that  cit}-  when  thirty-two  years  old, 
but  shortly  afterward  came  to  America,  locating 
in  Maryland,  first  in  Harper's  Ferry,  and  soon 
afterward  in  Baltimore.  He  had  become  so  thor- 
oughly identified  with  the  interests  of  the  United 
States,  that  during  the  War  of  1812  he  took  part 
in  behalf  of  the  country  of  his  adoption.  During 
this   contest   he  was   detailed   on   city   duty.     In 
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1834  he  removed  to  J<3fferson  County,  Ind.,  and 
Inlying  land  near  Madison,  made  himself  a  rural 
home,  still  continuing  the  practice  of  his  profession. 
His  death  occurred  there  in  1869,  he  being  eighty- 
four  yeai-s  old.  His  religions  faith  was  that  of 
the  Universalist  Church. 

The  wife  of  Dr.  Thomas  Maytield  was  Ellen 
Tunsal,  a  finely-educated  lady  of  Scotcli  birtli.  She 
was  living  in  London  when  she  made  the  acquaint- 
ance of  the  gentleman  who  became  her  husband, 
the  ceremony  taking  place  in  that  city.  Her  death 
occurred  in  Baltimore,  when  our  subject  was  still  a 
child.  Of  the  eleven  children  born  to  her  and  her 
husband,  six  attained  to  years  of  maturity,  though 
John,  Benjamin,  Ellen  and  Ann  have  since  passed 
from  earth.  The  only  surviving  member  of  the 
familj'  beside  our  subject  is  Hannah,  now  Mrs. 
Watson,  whose  home  is  near  Stockdale,  this  county. 

Dr.  Isaac  Majfield  was  born  in  Baltimore,  Md., 
Sept.  12,  1813,  while  the  city  was  illuminated  by 
the  glare,  and  its  accustomed  quiet  rent  by  the 
sounds  of  the  bombardment  of  Ft.  Henry,  where 
still  the  -'broad  stripes  and  bright  stars  through  the 
perilous  fight,  o'er  the  ramparts  we  loved  were  so 
gallantly  streaming."  He  grew  to  manhood  in  the 
city  of  his  birth,  receiving  the  advantages  of  the 
subscription  schools.  When  fifteen  years  old,  he 
began  working  for  his  uncle  at  lock  and  gunsmith- 
ing,  becoming  an  adept  with  tools.  Four  years 
later  he  entered  the  laboratory  of  the  Medical  Col- 
lege, assisting  the  professor  to  mount  skeletons, 
and  under  him  began  the  study  of  medicine.  He 
attended  the  lectures  almost  regularly  for  the  fol- 
lowing three  years,  but  was  not  graduated,  and  be- 
gan the  practice  of  medicine  with  his  father.  After 
the  removal  of  the  family  to  Indiana,  our  subject 
began  speculating  in  machinery.  He  built  a  card- 
ing mill  on  Big  Creek,  Jefferson  County,  ran  it  for 
three  years,  and  then  built  a  saw  and  gristmill, 
which  he  conducted  until  he  failed,  in  1856.  Aban- 
doning machinery,  he  then  took  up  the  practice  of 
medicine  in  Madison,  continuing  it  until  he  en- 
tered the  Union  Army,  on  New  Year's   Day,  1863. 

Twenty  young  men  were  in  Dr.  Maj-field's  office 
when  the  recruiting  officer  asked  them  to  enlist. 
They  said  they  would  do  so  if  the  Doctor  would 
go  along  to  take  care  of    them.     He    immediately 


put  down  his  name,  and  eighteen  of  tiie  twenty 
followed  iiis  example  at  the  time,  the  other  two 
enlisting  soon  after.  Dr.  Mayfield  was  mustered 
into  the  service  at  Columbus,  as  a  private  in  Com- 
pany K,  120tli  Indiana  Infantry.  He  was  twice 
offered  tlie  position  of  Array  Surgeon,  but  would 
not  accept  it,  having  frequent  opportunities,  how- 
ever, to  act  in  a  medical  capacity.  He  joined  Sher- 
man's forces  at  Charleston,  and  took  part  in  the 
battles  of  his  division  on  the  march  through  Georgia, 
and  then  back  to  Nashville,  among  the  engage- 
ments in  which  tiie  regiment  participated  being 
Springhill,  Frankhill  and  Nashville.  The  command 
then  went  to  the  Tennessee,  where,  they  took  ship 
to  Washington,  and  then  down  tiie  Potomac  River 
to  Moorehead  City.  The  railroad  having  been 
rebuilt  towards  Goldsboro,  they  there  met  the 
gallant  commander  whom  they  admired  and  re- 
spected as  much  as  though  they  did  not,  in  the 
freedom  of  camp-life  and  campaigning,  sj^eak  of 
him  as  "Old  Billy."  After  the  battle  of  Kingston, 
while  on  dress  parade,  a  message  from  Grant  was 
read,  telling  of  the  surrender  of  Gen.  Lee.  The 
division  marched  toward  Raleigh,  meeting  a  flag 
of  truce  by  the  waJ^  and  remained  three  or  four 
months  at  that  city.  There  were  sick  to  care  for, 
and  Dr.  Mayfield  there  continued  the  work  as  sur- 
geon, which  he  had  been  doing  in  hospital  and 
field  for  a  number  of  months.  In  September,  1865, 
he  went  to  Indianapolis,  and  was  mustered  out  and 
honorably  discharged.  He  had  served  a  i>eriod 
of  two  j-ears  and  six  months  as  faithfully  and 
gallantly  as  any  of  the  young  men  of  the  command, 
though  fifty  years  old  when  he  enlisted.  For  some 
years  after  the  war  his  health  was  quite  poor,  l)ut 
he  finally  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  once 
more. 

Being  one  of  those  men  who  believe  there  is  al- 
ways something  to  be  learned  in  the  practical 
sciences,  and  desiring  to  keep  abreast  of  the  most 
advanced  thought  of  the  .ige.  Dr.  Mayfield  took  a 
course  of  lectures  at  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio, 
at  Cincinnati,  in  1869-70,  being  graduated  with 
the  honors  of  his  class.  He  again  engaged  in 
medical  practice  in  Deputy,  Ind.,  where  he  built 
the  first  dwelling  of  th.it  place.  In  the  fall  of 
1878  he   located  in  this   city,  and  opened  the  drug 
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store  which  he  still  controls.  He  also  continued 
the  practice  of  bis  profession,  which  he  has  re- 
cently nearly  abandoned.  lie  owns  100  acres  of 
improved  land  adjoining  the  city,  and  is  in  quite 
good  financial  circumstances. 

The  first  marriage  of  Dr.  Mayfleld  was  celebrated 
in  Baltimore,  in  1833,  the  bride  being  Miss  Mary 
A.  White,  a  native  of  Yorkshire,  England,  who  died 
in  Indiana  nine  months  after  her  marriage.  The 
second  matrimonial  alliance  of  Dr.  Mayfield  took 
place  in  Jefferson  County,  Ind.,  in  1847.  The  lady 
with  whom  he  was  united  was  Miss  Eva  Stewart,  a 
native  of  the  county  in  which  their  wedding  took 
place.  The  union  was  blessd  by  the  birth  of  four 
children — Benjamin,  Virginia,  Florella  and  Cather- 
ine. The  two  last  mentioned  are  deceased.  Ben- 
jamin is  with  his  father;  Virginia  is  married  to 
George  "Warren,  and  lives  on  Mill  Creek,  in  this 
county. 

Dr.  Mayfleld  was  married  llie  third  time,  in  Jef- 
ferson County,  Ind.,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Stewart, 
who  was  born  in  that  county  March  22,  1833.  She 
was  reared  on  a  farm,  and  in  her  early  years  at- 
tended a  siil)Scriiilion  school  in  a  log  schoolhouse 
with  slab  licnches.  She  educated  herself,  the  fam- 
ily being  in  but  moderate  circumstances,  and  when 
tweut}'  j'ears  old  she  began  teaching,  following  that 
profession  for  twelve  years  and  until  her  marriage. 
She  has  one  daughter,  Ellen  G.,  who  resides  at 
home. 

The  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Mayfii-ld  was  Joseph 
Stewart,  the  j'Ounger  of  the  two  sons  of  a  landed 
proprietor  in  Ireland.  On  the  death  of  the  father 
the  estate  fell  to  the  elder  son,  and  the  younger  de- 
clining to  fill  a  position  so  nearlj'  that  of  a  servant 
as  he  felt  his  own  would  be,  ran  away  to  America. 
He  was  only  a  boy  when  he  crossed  the  Atlantic, 
and  the  remainder  of  his  life  was  spent  as  a  citi- 
iien  of  the  United  States.  He  first  lived  in  Ken- 
tucky, and  after  his  marriage  to  a  Miss  Elizabeth 
Wilson,  of  that  State,  he  removed  to  Ohio,  and  was 
engaged  in  farming  there  until  his  death.  His  son, 
David  (Stewart,  was  born  in  the  Bucke^'e  State,  and 
111  his  early  years  removed  to  Jefferson  County, 
Ind.,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He 
was  a  farmer,  and  also  a  stone  mason.  In  politics 
he  was  a  Republican,  and  in  religion  a  Universalisl. 


His  wife  was  Miss  Catherine  Troutman,  who  was 
born  in  Kentuck3',  her  [jarents,  Adam  and  Eve 
(Miller)  Troutman,  being  natives  of  Virginia  and 
Maryland  respectively.  They  removed  to  Ken- 
tuck3'  in  an  early  day,  and  later  to  Jefferson  County, 
Ind.,  where  Mr.  Troutman  became  a  well-to-do 
farmer  and  an  extensive  miller  on  Misscattatack, 
or  Muddy  Creek.  Mrs.  Stewart  died  in  the  Hoosier 
State,  having  borne  her  husband  ten  children.  They 
are:  Margaret,  living  in  Linn  County,  Kan.;  An- 
drew and  Eve,  deceased;  Peter,  living  in  Jennings 
County,  Ind.;  Adam,  deceased;  Patrick  II.,  of  Co- 
lumbus, Ohio;  Elizabeth,  now  Mrs.  Mayfield;  Ma- 
tilda, of  Jefferson  County,  Ind.;  William,  of  Scott 
County,  Ind.;  and  Thomas,  now  deceased.  William 
was  a  member  of  the  82d  Indiana  Infantry,  and 
served  ten  months,  till  crippled  and  unfit  for  ser- 
vice. Thomas  enlisted,  in  1861,  in  the  14th  Ken- 
tucky Infantr}-,  and  served  until  his  death.  The 
sad  event  took  place  at  the  battle  of  Atlanta,  he 
being  shot  by  a  sharpshooter's  bullet  while  sitting 
by  the  side  of  the  road  reading  a  letter  from  home. 
Dr.  Mayfleld  belongs  to  Sergt.  McCoy  Post  No. 
210,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Randolph,  and  now  holds  the 
office  of  Commander,  having  occupied  that  posi- 
tion for  the  past  four  years.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  State  Medical  Association,  and  is  Examining 
Ph3-sician  for  the  Masonic  fraternity,  I.  O.  O.  F., 
and  several  private  insurance  companies.  He  has 
served  on  the  Citj'  Council  of  Randolph.  In  his 
earlier  years  he  was  an  Old  Line  Whig,  and  voted 
for  J.  Q.  Adams  when  he  ran  against  Gen.  Jackson 
and  was  defeated  for  a  second  term.  He  also  voted 
for  William  Henry  Harrison.  He  is  now  a  stanch 
Republican. 


J -JEFFERSON  TURNER.  After  prosecuting 
j  farming  in  Brantford  Township,  Washington 
I  Co.,  some  years,  Mr.Turner  determined  upon 
a  change  of  location  and  occupation  and  ac- 
cordingly moved  into  town  and  established  a  gen- 
eral repair  shop,  where  he  makes  old  road  vehicles 
and  other  things  in  this  line  as  good  ns  new.  He 
was  one  of  the  pioneer  homesteaders  of  Brantford 
Township,  where  on  the  3d  of  May,  that  year,  he 
took  up  160  acres  of  land  on  section   35.     His  ex- 
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pevience  thereafter  was  similiar  to  that  of  others 
who  had  settled  upon  the  frontier  at  that  early  date 
and  during  the  j-ears  which  followed  he  labored 
early  and  late  to  cultivate  his  land  and  bring  about 
the  needed  improvements.  As  a  wagon  and  car- 
nage manufacturer,  lie  is  a  skilled  workman  and 
followed  tills  ten  years  after  secm-ing  liis  land. 

Mr.  Turner  came  to  Kansas  from  Michigan,  in 
which  State  he  had  lived  a  number  of  years,  opera- 
ting as  a  mechanic  in  Hastings,  Barry  County.  His 
native  place  was  Ogdenslnirg,  St.  Lawrence,  Co., 
X.  Y.,  and  the  date  of  his  birth  Jan.  2G,  1833.  His 
father,  Elisha  R.  Turner  was  born  near  the  city  of 
Lowell,  Mass..  and  when  becoming  of  suitable  age 
learned  the  trade  of  a  shoemaker.  He  came  of 
excellent  stock,  being  the  grandson  of  an  old  Rev- 
olutionary soldier,  who  suffered  and  fought  for  the 
Iibert3'  of  the  Colonists.  It  is  supposed  that  like 
his  father  before  liim,  he  spent  his  last  years  in  tlie 
Bay  State. 

Elisha  R.  Turner  was  married  probably  in  New 
Brunswick,  Nova  Scotia,  to  Miss  Julia  A.  Hidorn. 
The  lady  was  born  in  the  Mohawk  Valley,  New 
York  State,  and  came  of  Scotch  and  German  an- 
cestry. After  marriage  the  parents  of  our  subject 
began  life  in  the  usual  way  of  the  New  Englanders" 
— industriously  and  frugally,  tlie  husband  following 
his  trade  of  shoemaker  and  the  wife  carefully  at- 
tending to  lier  liousehold  duties.  After  the  birtli 
of  one  child  tliey  left  their  native  State  for  Og- 
densburg,  N.  Y.,  where  Mr.  Turner  followed  his 
trade  for  a  time,  then  purchased  land  and  turned 
his  attention  to  farming  and  dairj'ing.  He  there 
spent  the  remainder  of  liis  active  life  and  lived  un- 
til reaching  the  eighty-second  year  of  his  age,  pass- 
ing away  about  1877.  His  wife  survived  him  until 
1889,  dying  at  the  age  of  sevent3'-one.  Both  were 
ineml)ers  of  the  Universalist  Church.  Mr.  Turner 
until  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War,  was  a  Demo- 
crat, politically,  but  in  revolving  the  questions 
arising  during  that  struggle,  he  concluded  he  was 
with  the  wrong  party  and  identified  himself  with 
the  Republicans. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  third  child  in 
a  family  of  eight  sons  and  three  daughters,  all  of 
whom  are  living,  married,  and  have  families  of 
their  own.     Seven  of  the  sons  served  in  the  Union 


army  during  the  Rebellion  in  different  regiments. 
None  of  them  were  even  taken  prisoners  by  the 
enemj'.  One  of  them  had  his  thumb  shot  off  and 
one  received  a  bullet  wound  in  the  leg  from  the 
enem}'.  Otherwise  they  returned  home  uninjured. 
Jefferson  lived  at  home  until  fifteen  years  old  then 
commenced  learning  the  trade  of  a  carpenter,  also 
wagon  and  carriage  making  ;  and  thereafter  worked 
for  Israel  Lamb  in  Ogdensburg.  After  being  thus 
occupied  three  years  he  spent  one  year  in  Utica, 
still  under  instruction,  but  afterward  was  recog- 
nized as  a  full-fledged  journeyman. 

About  1861  Mr.  Turner  repairing  to  Michigan, 
was  employed  one  year  in  a  wagon  shop.  His  op- 
erations were  interrupted  by  the  outbreak  of  the 
Rebellion  and  he  enlisted  in  August,  1862,  in  the 
1st  Michigan  Engineers,  mostly  composed  of  engi- 
neers and  mechanics.  He  went  with  his  regiment 
to  Perryville,  Ky.,  and  participated  in  the  first  en- 
gagement with  the  enemy  there,  during  which  he 
had  his  clothes  pierced  by  eleven  bullets  from  the 
enemy's  guns.  Later  he  fought  in  some  of  the  im- 
portant battles  of  tlie  war,  remaining  in  the  service 
until  the  close  and  receiving  his  honorable  dis- 
charge in  May,  1865,  in  Washington,  D.  C.  Being 
of  robust  health  he  was  usuallj^  able  to  report  for 
dut}',  having  been  but  a  short  time  ill  in  the  hos- 
pital. In  1866,  he  established  a  wagon  sliop  in 
Hastings,  which  he  conducted  three  years,  then  sell- 
ing out,  he  removed  to  Kansas  in  1870. 

Mr.  Turner  came  to  Kansas  when  a   single  man, 
but  at  Waterville  met  his  fate  in  the  person  of  Miss 
Christina  Lawson,  to  whom  he  was  married  March 
17,  1873.   Mrs.  Turner  was  born  within  fortj' miles 
!   of   the    city    of   Stockholm,  Sweden,  in   1855,  and 
!   lived    there    until   a  girl    of    fifteen  j-ears.       Sue 
then  accompanied   her    parents    to    America,    they 
seeking  the  West  and   settling   at   once   at  Water- 
ville, Kan.     Mr.  Lawson  honiesteaded   land  from 
which  he  constructed  a  good    farm    which  he  still 
occupies  with  his  estimable  wife.     Mrs.  Turner  re- 
mained with  her  parents  until  her  marriage,  being 
trained  to  those  habits  of  industry  which  fitted  her 
to  become  the  suitable   partner    of   a   good    man's 
home.     There  were  born  to   her  and  her  husb.and 
1    two  children — Edward    J.nml    Elisha   R.     .Air.  and 
,    Mrs.    Turner    are    members    of    the    Presbyterian 
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Church  in  whicli  Mr.  Turner  has  been  an  Elder 
for  some  years.  Politically,  he  is  au  uncompromis- 
ino-  Democrat.  He  has  held  some  of  the  local  of- 
Qces,  but  is  a  modest  man  and  usually  prefers  the 
quiet  retreat  of  his  own  home  to  anything  in  public 
life. 


— S**-l— 


j^s^  HAKi^n^s  d.  iyiii^ij.->.  Among  the  young 
/(  _  men  of  Riley  County,  the  gentleman  above 
^^^^  named  deserves  prominent  mention.  He  is 
the  agent  and  manager  of  Foster's  Lumber  Com- 
pany at  Randolph,  and  is  now  serving  as  Clerk  of 
Jackson  Township,  and  he  owns  a  valuable  fjirm  of 
160  ticres  in  Sherman  Township.  He  is  a  shrewd 
business  man,  and  of  undoubted  integrity'  and  higli 
moral  character.  The  business  which  he  is  now 
managing  is  an  extensive  one,  the  stock  being  com- 
plete, and  the  business  amounting  to  about -140,000 
per  yea  I. 

Mr.  Mills  was  born  June  25,  1857,  near  Hvct- 
land,  Sweden,  and  reared  to  the  age  of  twelve  years 
on  his  father's  farm  in  that  country.  In  ISG'J  he 
accompanied  his  parents  to  America,  their  lauding 
being  made  at  Quebec,  after  a  voyage  of  one  month. 
The  family  went  directly  to  Missouri,  and  settled 
in  Sedalia,  where  the  young  lad  found  employment 
as  otlice  boy  for  Mr.  Smith,  a  lawyer  of  that  city. 
After  coming  to  tliis  country,  Mr.  Mills  had  but 
one  term  of  school,  though  previous  to  leaving  his 
native  land,  he  had  enjoyed  the  privileges  of  the 
fine  schools  of  that  country.  When  thirteen  years 
old,  he  came  with  his  parents  to  this  State,  and 
spent  the  next  two  years  in  assisting  to  improve 
the  farm  in  Pottawatomie  County.  He  next  spent 
a  year  in  working  out  by  the  month  on  farms,  fol- 
lowing which  he  came  to  this  place  and  engaged  as 
a  clerk  in  a  general  store  run  by  Messrs.  Smith  and 
Velet  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.  Three  years  later,  on  ac- 
count of  failing  health,  Mr.  Mills  returned  to  his 
father's  horaestead,where  he  again  spent  some  time 
in  rural  life  and  the  more  healthful  exercise  of  farm 
work.  His  next  departure  from  home  was  to  en- 
gage in  stone  masonry  and  carpenter  work.  The 
Winter  of  1878-79,  was  spent  in  Topeka,  Kan., 
clerking.  In  1882  he  bought  160  acres  of  railroad 
laud,  paying  |!2.75  per  acre,    wiiicli   farm  he  made 


his  home  till  March  1888,  putting  upon  it  such  im- 
provements as  are  usually  made  by  an  enterprising 
farmer.  At  the  date  last  mentioned  he  rented  his 
rural  home,  and  returning  to  this  city  became  a 
clerk  in  Foster's  lumberyard,  and  in  January,  1889, 
became  the  manager  of  their  large  business.  In 
addition  to  his  valuable  farm,  Mr.  Mills  owns  four 
lots  in  Randolph. 

In  Miss  Lena  Johnson,  a  native  of  Westrejotland, 
Sweden,  Mr.  Mills  found  the  lady  whom  he  de- 
sired for  a  companion  and  helpmate  through  life, 
and  with  her  he  was  united  in  marriage  in  Jackson 
Township,  Jan.  10.  1882. 

Mr.  Mills  is  a  stanch  Republican,  and  has  served 
as  delegate  in  the  county  conventions  of  his  party. 
He  was  Clerk  of  Jackson  Township  for  four  years, 
then  Trustee  for  two  years,  and  is  now  again  serving 
as  Clerk.  He  is  an  active  member  of  the  Lutheran 
Mission  Church,  being  Clerk  and  Secretary  in  the 
Society,  as  well  as  Secretary  of  the  Sunday-school. 

The  father  of  our  subject  bears  the  name  of  John, 
and  was  born  in  Smaland,  Sweden,  in  September, 
1829,  being  a  son  of  Jonas  D.  Mills,  native  of  the 
same  country  and  a  farmer  there.  John  Mills 
learned  the  carpenter's  and  joiner's  trade,  begin- 
ning at  the  age  of  fifteen,  and  following  it  until  he 
was  twenty.  He  then  enlisted  in  the  Swedish 
standing  army,  in  the  Smaland  Grenadiers,  and 
worked  his  way  to  the  rank  of  Corporal.  He  served 
from  one  to  four  months  a  j'car,  and  the  balance  ':)f 
the  time  was  engaged  in  contracting  and  building 
in  the  country  near  Hvetland  where  he  resided. 
Having  determined  to  come  to  the  L'nited  States, 
he  resigned  from  the  army  and  received  his  honor- 
able discharge  in  March,  1868.  In  May,  1869,  he 
came  with  his  family  to  Quebec  via  Hull  and  Liver- 
pool, thence  to  Kansas  Citj-  and  Sedalia,  where  he 
began  work  on  the  railroad.  He  subsequently  en- 
gaged in  carpenter  work  in  the  same  city.  In  the 
spring  of  1870  he  came  to  Kansas,  and  homestead- 
iug  160  acres  in  the  Blue  Valley,  in  Pottawatomie 
Countjs  he  improved  and  operated  the  farm  till 
1878.  He  then  sold  and  changed  his  residence  to 
this  county,  purchasing  160  acres  of  railroad  land 
in  Jackson  Township.  After  having  operated  this 
estate  for  six  years,  he  rented  it  and  came  to  this 
cit}-,  where  he  engaged  in   contracting    and    build- 
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ing.  He  came  here  laboring  under  a  debt  of  $320, 
and  is  now  well-to-do,  owning  a  town  residence  as 
well  as  the  valuable  farm  before  mentioned.  He  is 
one  of  the  leading  members  of  the  Swedish  Mission 
Church  at  Randolph,  and  serves  as  local  preacher. 
He  married  Miss  Anna  S.  Schon,  who  was  born  in 
Smaland.  Nov.  26,  1826  ;  her  father,  .lonas  Schon. 
was  a  native  of  the  same  country,  and  a  Grenadier 
in  the  regular  army.  He  enlisted  when  but  seven- 
teen years  old,  and  took  part  in  the  wars  against 
(iermany  and  Norway. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  ftlills  nine  children  were 
born,  five  of  whom  lived  to  maturity,  one  of  them 
— Ida  R.,  having  since  died.  Those  who  now  sur- 
vive are  Charles  J.,  subject  of  our  sketch  ;  Lena, 
now  Mrs.  King  of  this  city  ;  Emma,  now  Mrs.  Ru- 
dolph of  Topeka  ;  and  August,  who  is  yet  at  home, 
diaries  J.  Mills  and  wife  have  no  children. 


UILLIAM  MOELLING  owns  and  occupies 
a  first-class  farm  in  Bloom  Township,  Clay 
^^^  County,  which  has  been  thoroughly  im- 
proved by  liim.  and  where  he  carries  on  the  busi- 
ness of  a  general  farmer  and  stock  feeder.  His 
thrifty,  energetic  nature  is  carrying  him  forward  to 
a  high  rank  among  the  progressive  agriculturists  of 
that  section.  His  estate  comprises  120  fertile  acres 
on  section  20.  which  he  purchased  in  1878,  at 
whicii  time  the  family  to  which  he  belongs  came  to 
tu  this  State  from  Missouri. 

In  the  latter  State  the  eyes  of  our  subject  first 
opened  to  the  light  on  June  23,  1852,  the  event 
taking  place  in  Kane  Township,  Gasconade  County, 
and  his  parents  being  Adolph  and  Louisa  Moelling 
(for  whose  history  see  sketcli  of  August  Moelling, 
which  occupies  another  page  of  this  Biooraphical 
Album).  He  is  the  second  son  and  third  child,  in 
a  family  consisting  of  four  sons  and  one  daughter. 
all  still  living,  married,  and  making  their  homes  in 
this  county  and  township.  Mr.  Moelling  was  reared 
by  his  parents  in  the  place  of  his  birth,  receiving  a 
good  education  in  the  school  of  that  region,  and 
with  Jie  rest  of  the    family,    who    are  now  thrifty 


farmers  and  land-owners,  coming  to  this  county  as 
before  stated. 

In  this  township  the  rites  of  wedlock  were  cele- 
brated between  the  gentleman  of  whom  we  write 
and  Miss  Johanna  Eilers.  The  bride  was  born  and 
reared  in  Oldenburg,  Germany,  her  natal  day  be- 
ing July  22,  1861,  and  she  being  a  daughter  of 
Jacob  and  Anna  (Taddilten)  Eilers.  The  father 
lived  and  died  in  that  Duchy,  departing  this  life  in 
1870  when  about  fort3'-tive  years  old.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  as  is  his  widow, 
who  having  come  to  America  in  1885,  now  makes 
her  home  with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Moelling.  She 
is  now  fifty-nine  years  of  age,  and  quite  active  and 
vigorous.  Mrs.  Moelling  was  educated  in  the  ex- 
cellent schools  of  her  native  land  and  about  the 
year  1877  came  to  the  United  States.  After  spend- 
ing two  years  in  New  York  City,  she  came  to  Kan- 
sas which  has  since  been  her  home.  She  has  borne 
her  husband  two  children,  one  dying  in  infancy. 
The  survivor  is  AnnaL.,a  bright  miss  of  three  years. 

In  his  political  views,  Mr.  Moelling  agrees  with 
the  tenets  of  the  Republican  party,  which  finds  in 
him  a  stanch  adherent.  He  and  his  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  He  is  highly  re- 
spected by  his  fellow-citizens  as  a  man  of  honor 
and  uprightness,  a  reliable  citizen,  a  kind  and  help- 
fuLneighbor,  and  one  whose  domestic  life  is  above 
reproach;  and  Mrs.  Moelling  enjoys  the  esteem  of 
the  people  wherever  she  is  known. 

^ILLIAM  LEWIS,  a  resident  of  Maniiattan, 
was  for  many  years  prominently  connected 
with  the  farming  interests  of  Riley  Countj-, 
owning  and  managing  a  valuable  farm  in  Manhat- 
tan Township,  in  the  improvement  of  which  he  has 
contributed  his  quota  toward  the  development  of 
this  part  of  Kansas.  For  the  past  few  years  he  has 
been  living  retired  from  active  business  in  the 
commodious,  well-appointed  home  that  he  erected 
in  this  city  in  1885,  enjoying  the  wealth  that  he 
has  accumulated  by  the  wise  and  sagacious  man- 
agement of  his  affairs. 

A  native  of  Ohio,  he  was  born  in  Wayne  Town- 
ship, Carroll   County,   .May    7,    1820.     His    father, 
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.Joseph  Lewis,  was  born  in  Westmoreland  County. 
Pa.,  .a  son  of  Jonathan  Lewis,  a  native  of  Wales, 
who  was  one  of  three  brothers  who  came  to  Amer- 
ica in  the  eighteenth  century.  The  granrlfatlier  of 
our  subject  became  a  pioneer  of  Westmoreland 
County,  buying  a  tract  of  timber  land,  and  busily 
engaging  in  its  clearance  until  about  182.5,  when 
he  sold  it  and  removed  to  Ohio,  which  was  then 
considered  the  Far  West,  and  became  an  early  set-, 
tier  of  Carroll  County.  He  cleared  a  farm  from 
the  primeval  forests  of  that  region  and  made  liis 
home  there  until  bis  death  at  the  advanced  age  of 
one  hundred  and  four  years. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  one  of  five  chil- 
dren in  tlie  family  of  his  parents  who  were  reared 
to  maturity.  He  spent  his  early  life  in  his  native 
Pennsylvania,  and  was  tliere  married,  Elizabeth 
Masters,  a  native  of  England  who  came  to  America 
with  her  parents,  becoming  liis  wife.  He  removed 
with  his  family  to  Ohio  about  1800,  and  was  one 
of  the  early  settlers  of  Wayne  Township,  Carroll 
County.  He  took  up  a  tract  of  heavily  timbered 
land  in  tliat  sparsely  settled  region  where  but  few 
pioneers  had  preceded  him.  In  those  early  days 
there  were  no  carriage  roads  and  lie  was  obliged  to 
pack  his  corn  to  mill,  eighteen  miles  distant,  on 
horseback.  He  was  a  verj-  capable  man,  and  being 
a  natural  meclianic,  did  all  of  his  own  carpentering 
besides  building  for  his  neighbors.  He  erected  tlie 
first  gristmill  ever  built  in  that  section  of  the  coun- 
try. On  his  own  land  he  built  a  log  house,  in  which 
humble  abode  our  subject  was  born.  There  being- 
no  sawed  lumber  in  the  country,  he  split  puncheon 
for  the  floor  and  clapboards  for  the  roof  and  door. 
In  1832  he  sold  his  property  in  Carroll  County, 
and,  moving  to  Tuscarawas  County  in  the  same 
State,  he  bought  a  tract  of  land  thei-e,  a  few  acres 
of  which  was  cleared,  and  he  improved  a  large  farm 
during  the  fourteen  years  that  he  resided  tliere. 
At  the  end  of  that  time  he  sold  the  place  and 
bought  a  farm  in  Richland  County  and  lived  there 
a  few  years.  His  next  move  was  to  Indiana,  where 
he  bought  land  in  Van  Wert  County.  After  that 
he  lived  with  his  children,  and  finally  died  at  the 
home  of  his  son  Jeremiah  in  that  county,  at  the 
venerable  age  of  ninety-eight  years.  Hi.s  wife  also 
died    in  Van  Wert  County.     They  were  both  con- 


scientious members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  died  strong  in  the  faith,  having  led 
honest,  Christian  lives.  They  reared  eleven  chil- 
dren to  sturdy,  self-reliant,  trustworthy  manhood 
and  womanhood. 

The  subject  of  this  biography  was  eleven  years 
old  when  his  parents  removed  to  Tuscarawas 
County,  and  his  education  was  continued  In  the 
pioneer  schools  of  that  region  conducted  in  the 
primitive  log  house  of  the  times,  with  tlie  home- 
made furniture  and  heated  by  a  fireplace,  the  mud 
and  stick  chimney  being  built  on  the  outside  of  the 
building.  A  log  was  taken  out  and  a  row  of  win- 
dow glass,  which  was  quite  expensive  at  that  time, 
was  inserted  to  admit  light,  while  the  benches  on 
which  the  scholars  sat  were  made  by  splitting  logs 
and  inserting  wooden  pins  for  legs.  William  lived 
Willi  his  parents  until  he  had  grown  to  manhood. 
In  1841  he  went  to  Richland  County  to  work  for 
his  brother,  clearing  land,  and  after  a  few  months 
he  bought  eighty  acres  of  forest-covered  land,  five 
acres  of  which  had  been  deadened  and  a  small  cabin 
built  on  the  place.  He  erected  a  more  commodious 
log  house  in  the  wilderness,  and  there  commenced 
housekeeping  in  the  primitive  style  custoin.iry 
among  the  pioneers  of  a  thinly'  settled  country. 
Having  no  stove  Mrs.  Lewis  was  obliged  to  cook 
their  fare  by  the  fireplace,  and  she  had  to  do  with- 
out many  conveniences  that  housekeepers  of  this 
day  consider  absolutely  indispensible.  Both  hus- 
band and  wife  worked  hard  and  prospered  accord- 
ingly, and  from  time  to  time  Mr.  Lewis  was  enabled 
to  purchase  land  adjoining  his  homestead  until  he 
had  340  acres  of  valuable  land,  under  high  cultiva- 
tion and  finely  improved.  He  erected  a  set  of 
frame  buildings,  and  also  a  steam  sawmill  which  he 
operated  besides  managing  his  farm.  In  1871,  on 
account  of  ill-health,  he  disposed  of  his  property  in 
Ohio  and  sought  the  healthful,  sunny  climate  of 
Kansas,  hoping  to  regain  his  wonted  vigor  here.  He 
bought  234  acres  of  land  in  Riley  County, pleasantly 
located  in  Manhattan  Township,  three  and  one-half 
miles  from  the  cit3-.  A  part  of  the  land  was  im- 
proved and  the  remainder  was  timber  land.  There 
was  a  stone  house  in  process  of  erection  on  the 
place,  which  Mr.  Lewis  completed,  and  erected  be- 
sides  a  corn-crib,  granary   and  a  large  stone  barn. 
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He  resided  on  his  farm  until  1885,  wlien  he  bought 
lanr]  in  Manhattan  and  erected  his  present  resi- 
dence, a  commodions  frame  liouse,  finely  located  on 
the  corner  of  Third  and  Fremont  streets,  and  in 
this  pleasant  abode  he  and  his  amiable  wife  are  en- 
J03'ing  the  comforts  of  life  without  its  cares  and 
hard  toil,  the  labors  of  their  earlier  years  having 
jjlaced  them  beyond  the  necessity  of  active  work  in 
life's  decline. 

Forty-six  years  ago  in  Noveml)er,  1843,  William 
Lewis  and  Sarah  J.  Brubaker  united  their  lives  for 
better  or  worse  and  have  never  had  cause  to  regret 
that  important  step.  Of  their  pleasant  union  seven 
children  have  been  born — Jacob,  William  H.,  Jere- 
miah, Jonathan,  C4eorge  W.,John  Wesley  and  Har- 
vey. Jacob,  residing  in  Richland  County,  Ohio,  is 
married  and  has  four  children  ;  William,  residing  in 
Williams  County,  Ohio,  is  married  and  has  three 
children;  Jeremiah,  residing  in  Manhattan  Town- 
ship, is  married  and  has  four  children;  Jonathan, 
residing  in  Manhattan  Township,  is  married  and 
has  three  children ;  George  W.  resides  in  Barton 
County',  Mo.;  John  and  Harvey  reside  in  Manhat- 
tan Township. 

Mrs.  Lewis  was  born  in  Huron  County.  Ohio. 
March  25,  1825.  Her  father,  Jacob  Brubaker,  was 
born  in  Pennsylvania  and  was  there  reared  and  mar- 
ried. About  1820  he  removed  to  Oliio  and  was  one 
of  the  earliest  settlers  of  Huron  County,  where  he 
bought  timbered  land.  Building  a  log  house,  with 
a  mud  and  stick  chimney,  he  resided  in  that  place 
a  few  years,  and  then  moved  to  Richland  County, 
which  was  then  sparsely  settled,  Mansfield  Ijeing  but 
a  small  hamlet  in  which  was  a  block  house  where 
tlie  white  people  took  refuge  when  the  Indians,  who 
still  lingered  there,  were  troublesome.  Mr.  Bru- 
baker took  up  a  tract  of  wild  land  in  the  forests 
about  fifteen  miles  northwest  of  Mansfield,  and 
there  improved  a  good  farm,  on  which  he  spent  his 
last  days.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was 
Christina  Hoffman,  and  she  was  a  native  of  Penn- 
sylvania. She  used  to  have  to  cook  before  the 
old-fashioned  open  fireplace,  and  it  was  her  deft 
hand  that  spun  and  wove  all  the  clothing  used  by 
lier  family.  She  died  on  the  homestead  in  Rich- 
land County. 

Mr.  Lewis  is  risihtly  considered  one  <if  our  most 


estimable  citizens,  as  in  a  life  of  nearly  seventy 
years  his  acts  have  always  been  guided  by  honora- 
ble principles,  and  in  his  dealings  with  others  he 
has  ever  been  kind,  generous  and  considerate.  He 
and  his  wife  are  sincere  Cbritians.  and  for  forty 
years  were  consistent  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  But  in  1887,  without  changing 
their  religious  views  essentiall3%  they  united  with 
the  Mission  Church  at  Manhattan. 


J^  LVIN  REYNOLDS,  Postmaster  at  Keats,  is 
'^Ol    one  of  the  old-timers  of  Riley  County,  and 
I    l»    during  the  Civil  War  was  a  soldier  in  the 
^  Union  army.     He  came  to  Kansas   during 

its  pioneer  days,  and  has  contributed  his  quota 
toward  developing  the  best  interests  of  Riley 
County.  A  self-made  man  in  the  broadest  sense 
of  the  term,  he,  through  his  own  efforts,  worked  his 
way  up  from  an  humble  i)Osition  in  life,  and  is 
numbered  among  the  leading  men  of  the  com- 
munity. 

The  third  child  of  his  parents,  Elijah  and  Leti- 
tia  (Ammerraan)  Re3'nolds,  natives  of  New  York 
State,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  Sept.  15, 
1824,  in  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.,  and  there  grew 
to  man's  estate.  His  father  was  a  rope-maker  by 
trade,  and  both  parents  spent  their  lives  in  their 
native  State,  the  mother  dying  in  1858,  and  the 
father  the  following  year.  They  bad  a  familj'  of 
eight  children,  three  of  whom  are  living  and  resi- 
dents of  New  York  and  Kansas.  Alvin,  like  the 
others,  was  at  an  early  age  trained  to  habits  of  in- 
dustry, and  when  a  youth  of  sixteen  years  started 
out  for  himself  by  beginning  to  work  on  a  farm. 
In  the  meantime  he  had  learned  the  trade  of  a 
stone  mason.  After  reaching  his  majority  he  em- 
ploj'cd  himself  at  farming  in  New  York  State  until 
1865.  That  year  he  repaired  to  Riley  County. 
Kan.,  and  soon  afterward  enlisted  in  Companj^  G, 
2d  United  States  Cavalry,  joining  his  regiment  at 
Winchester,  Va..  remaining  in  that  rsgion  one 
year.  Thence  thej'  were  transferred  to  the  7tli 
regiment,  which  was  emplo.yed  largely  in  guard 
and  garrison  duty  at  Ft.  Leavenworth.  Later  they 
were   at  Ft.    Riley,  and  when   his   services  were  no 
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longer  needed,  Mr.  Reynolds  received   his  honora- 
ble discharge,  in  March,  1867. 

Soon  after  retiring  from  the  service,  we  ftnd  Mr. 
Reynolds  established  at  Manhattan,  Kan.,  where  he 
followed  his  trade,  and  in  1886  he  came  to  what 
was  then  Wild  Cat,  but  is  now  Keats  village.  He 
opened  a  grocery  store,  which  he  has  since  con- 
ducted, building  up  a  good  trade.  He  was  mar- 
ried over  thirty-three  years  ago,  Marcli  2,  1856,  to 
Miss  Lavina  Stephens,  a  native  of  New  York  Slate. 
and  who  died  in  1874.  He  was  a  second  time  mar- 
ried, Feb.  2,  1876,  to  Miss  Etta,  daughter  of  Will- 
iam and  Lucinda  (Goodnow)  Parkinson,  natives  of 
New  England.  Mrs.  Reynolds  was  the  eldest  of 
two  children,  and  was  born  April  16,  1853.  in 
Westerly,  R.  I.  Of  her  union  with  our  subject 
there  were  born  two  sons — William  E.  and  Louis. 
Mrs.  Etta  Reynolds  died  March  12,  1889.  She  was 
a  member  in  good  standing  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church. 

Mr.  Reynolds  takes  a  warm  interest  in  politics, 
and  votes  the  straight  Republican  ticket.  He  was 
appointed  Postmaster  of  Wild  Cat  in  1886,  and  re- 
appointed since  that  time.  The  name  of  the  village 
was  changed  to  Keats  in  1889.  The  familiar  face 
of  Mr.  Reynolds  is  known  to  most  of  the  residents 
of  Wild  Cat  Township,  where  he  long  ago  estab- 
lished himself  in  their  esteem  and  confidence. 

On  another  page  will  be  found  the  portrait  of 
Mr.  Reynolds,  as  one  of  the'  most  honored  citizens 
of  Riley  County. 


^HILANDER  BRITON  LEWIS,  Attorney- 
at-law,  Randolpli,  Riley  County.  The 
legal  profession  of  Kansas  is  adorned  by 
many  members  of  the  bar  wiiose  brilliant 
minds,  scholarly  attainments  and  legal  acumen  make 
them  lights  in  the  profession.  Capt.  P.  B.  Lewis 
is  prominent  among  these  men  and  is  not  only 
well  qualified  for  the  profession  which  lie  is  fol- 
lowing, but  for  a  high  rank  in  other  jjrofessions. 
It  is  a  pleasure  to  chronicle  as  well  as  can  be  done 
in  a  brief  slietcli,   iiis    life    and    labors,    but  before 


doing  so    it  may    be    well    to  say  a  few  words  re- 
garding his  ancestry  and  parentage. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  of  Welsliand 
English  descent.  He  fought  in  the  Colonial  Army 
and  died  in  Kentucky,  to  whicli  he  had  removed 
from  Virginia.  In  the  latter  State  his  son,  John, 
the  father  of  our  subject,  was  l)orn  in  the  year 
1790.  When  twenty-one  years  old,  he  went  with 
his  father  to  Kentucky,  and  the  latter  dying  soon 
after  he  was  left  to  support  his  mother.  The^' 
remained  in  Kentucky  but  a  year,  tlience  remov- 
ing to  Ohio,  being  among  the  first  settlers  of 
Springfield.  Tliere  John  Lewis  engaged  in  the 
blaeksmithing  business  in  partnership  with  Mr. 
Smallwoo  I.  He  afterwards  became  Government 
blacksmith  for  the  Indiuns  in  Crawford  County, 
and  remained  in  the  government  employ  for  eight 
years.  He  next  bought  320  acres  on  the  Reserva- 
tion, being  almost  the  place  where  Col.  Crawford 
was  burned  by  the  savages.  This  farm  Mr,  Lewis 
operated  until  his  death  in  1841.  He  was  a  Whig 
in  politics.  He  had  been  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
and  Class-Leader  in  tlie  Metiiodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

The  wife  of  John  Lewis,  and  t!ie  mother  of  our 
subject,  was  in  her  maidenhood  Miss  Sidney  Sweet, 
and  was  born  in  Kentucky,  being  a  daughter  of 
Joshua  Sweet,  a  fanner  and  weaver  of  that  State. 
He  subsequently  removed  to  Ohio,  giving  his 
whole  attention  to  weaving  in  Springfield  for  some 
years,  and  afterwards  changed  his  location  to  I'r- 
bana,  Champaign  Countj^.  where  he  remained  un- 
til his  death.  Mrs.  Sidney  Lewis  was  well  educated, 
and  being  possessed  of  much  natural  ability  was 
able  after  her  husband's  death  to  manage  the  farm 
and  successfully  cany  on  the  business  connected 
with  the  estate.  Her  excellent  religious  training, 
combined  with  the  other  qualities  she  possessed, 
led  her  into  prominence  in  the  church,  and  she  be- 
came a  Class-Leader,  tailing  the  place  formerly 
occupied  b3-  her  lamented  husband.  In  1847  she 
sold  the  estate  and  removed  to  Bellefontaine, 
where  she  resided  until  her  death  in  1853.  She 
had  been  twice  married,  her  first  husband  being  a 
Mr.  Hedges.  The  result  of  the  union  was  one  son 
—  Robert — now  living  in  Missouri.  Her  union  witli 
Mr.  Lewis  was  blessed   by  the  birth  of  eight  cliil- 
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dren.  Eliza  is  now  the  wife  of  the  Rev.  J.  R. 
Cary,  of  Garden  Grove,  Iowa;  Mary  lives  in  Iliinls- 
ville.  Ohio:  James  is  engaged  in  carriagemianufac- 
turing  in  Garden  Grove,  Iowa;  Ann  R.  is  now  Mrs. 
Crandall,  of  Leavenworth,  Kan.;  William  S.  a  min- 
ister of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  died  1866; 
John  C.  is  a  farmer  and  merchant  at  St.  Paul,  Neb. 
He  was  First  IJeut.  of  Company  I,  5 1st  Ohio  Inf., 
having  enlisted  at  Canal  Dover,  while  engaged  in 
tlie  ministry  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
being  enrolled  in  1861,  and  served  until  he  resigned 
on  account  of  ill-health  during  the  following  year; 
Sarah  E.  is  now  Mrs.  Harrod,  of  Iluntsville,  Ohio. 

P.  B.  Lewis,  of  whom  we  write,  was  born  near 
Crawfordsville,  Wyandot  Co.,  Ohio,  Jan.  22, 
1834.  and  during  his  boyhood,  .attended  both  sub- 
scription and  free  schools.  In  1847  he  went  to 
Logan  County  with  his  mother,  and  about  a  year 
later  engaged  as  a  clerk  in  a  general  merchandise 
establishment  in  Hardin  County.  In  the  fall  of 
1849  he  entered  the  Ohio  Wesleyan  I'niversity  at 
Delaware,  taking  the  classical  course.  He  spent  a 
year  in  the  Prei)aratory  department,  then  entering 
the  Freshman  Class,  continued  his  studies  at  the 
University  until  1854,  but  with  an  attendance  at 
irregular  intervals.  He  then  went  to  New  Albany. 
Ind..  and  after  sojourning  there  a  few  months  re- 
turned to  Logan  County  and  began  teaching 
school. 

In  the  spring  of  1855  Mr.  Lewis  began  the  study 
of  law  under  Judge  Lawrence,  with  whom  he  con- 
tinued twelve  months.  In  1857  he  had  been 
licensed  as  a  minister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  leaving  the  office  of  Judge  Lawrence, 
he  entered  upon  the  work  of  the  ministry,  which 
he  continued  until  1859,  when  his  health  became 
so  poor  that  he  was  obliged  to  retire  from  the 
Held.  He  again  took  up  his  legal  studies,  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  1861,  and  immediately 
Ijegan  practice  in  Ottawa. 

The  attempts  made  upon  the  life  of  our  Nation 
aroused  in  Mr.  Lewis  a  sense  of  the  imminent  dan- 
ger in  which  the  Government  stood,  and  he  deter- 
mined to  assist  in  preserving  the  Union  he  had  been 
taught  to  revere.  He  therefore  enlisted  in  the  3d 
Oliio  Cavalry,  lieing  nnistered  into  service  at  Mon- 
rocvillein  the  fall   of  1861.  and  was  at  once  sent  to 


I  Camp  Dennison,  near  Cincinnati.  Ohio,  and  was 
attached  to  Gen.  Buell's  army.  During  the  follow- 
ing winter  the  command  had  no  heavy  engage- 
ments, but  severe  work  began  for  them  in  the 
spring.  They  fought  at  Pittsburg  Landing,  and 
the  siege  ot  Corinth,  taking  part  in  the  first  battles 
there,  following  which  Mr.  Lewis  was  detailed  for 
detached  service  as  a  clerk  and  postmaster  in  Gen. 
Wood's  division.  He  remained  in  that  position 
until  Oct.  18,  1862,  then  being  present  in  the  terri- 
ble battle  at  Perry  ville.  The  day  after  the  con- 
flict he  started  back  to  Louisville  with  Gen.  Wood's 
order,  having  two  men  with  him.  They  were  cap- 
tured by  John  Morgan's  men,  riding  directly  into 
that  band  which  wore  the  Union  uniform.  Mr. 
Lewis  and  his  comrades  were  kept  prisoners  for 
twenty-two  hours  and  then  paroled,  the  messages 
which  Mr.  Lewis  carried  having  lieen  securely  hid- 
den by  him,  and  there  being  no  plausible  reason  for 
their  further  detention.  The  dispatches  were  de- 
livered at  Louisville  in  proper  shape,  if  somewhat 
delaj-ed  in  their  transmission. 

Mr.  Lewis  rejoined  his  regiment  at  Murfreesboro, 
March, 1863,  and  there  acted  as  correspondent  to  the 
Cincinnati  Commercial  for  the  commissioned  officers, 
the  regiment  remaining  in  camp  until  June  23, 
when  Mr.  Lewis  became  Orderly  Sergeant.  At 
the  conflict  of  TuUahoma  the  command  forced  the 
works,  following  which  exploit  came  a  succession 
of  daily  figliting  till  after  the  battle  of  Chickaraauga, 
when  they  again  went  into  camp.  They  remained 
at  Ilogersville,  Ala.,  till  the  first  of  November, 
when  Mr.  Lewis  was  again  detached  from  his  com- 
mand and  sent  on  recruiting  service  to  Columbus, 
(.)hio.  The  following  spring  he  rejoined  his  regi- 
ment at  Nashville,  Teun.,  having  the  rank  of  .Sec- 
ond Lieutenant.  Being  detailed  as  Topographical 
Engineer,  he  joined  Sherman  on  May  16,  1864,  for 
the  Grand  Campaign  through  the  southeast.  He 
participated  in  the  battles  at  Ackworth  Station, 
Big  Shantj'  and  Kennesaw  Mountain.  Early  in 
July,  Lieutenant  Lewis  with  five  comrades  was  sant 
to  Alpharetta,  Ga.,  to-tind  a  practical  ford,  and 
being  ambushed  by  a  party  of  Confederates,  they 
were  overpowered  and  taken  prisoner.  In  the  affray 
which  followed  the  discovery  of  the  ambuscade. 
Lieut.     Lewis    received     a    severe     blow    on     the 
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head  from  a  sabre,  wliich  occasioned  a  pronounced 
astronomical  display  to  his  vision.  The  prisoners 
were  taken  to  Macon,  thence  to  Savannah,  thence  to 
Charleston,  8.  C.  Lieut.  Lewis  remained  until 
his  exchange,  his  imprisonment  having  extended 
from  the  10th  of  July  to  the  28th  of  October.  He 
rejoined  the  army  at  Atlanta  and  prepared  to  go 
home  on  a  furlough.  Two  commissions  were 
awaiting  him,  those  of  First  Lieutenant  and  Cap- 
tain, and  he  was  sworn  into  the  latter  rank  on  Jan. 
4,  1865.  His  company  was  not  in  condition  to 
fight,  so  they  were  sent  to  Nashville  by  cars  and 
thence  to  Chickasaw,  Ala.,  where  they  remained 
till  March  20,  1865.  At  that  date  they  again 
entered  upon  the  active  duties  of  campaign  life, 
participating  in  Wilson's  raid  and  capturing  the 
rebels  at  Birmingham.  Following  this  were  tlie 
engagements  at  Tuscaloosa,Selma,Montgomery  and 
Columbus.  The  engagement  atSelmaou  April  2d, 
was  the  hardest  fight  in  which  they  took  part. 
There  2,000  prisoners  and  a  stove  of  ammunition 
and  guns  were  captured  by  the  conquering  army. 
Moving  on  toward  Macon,  they  were  within  seven- 
teen miles  of  that  place  when  the  news  of  Lee's 
surrender  reached  them. 

The  command  went  into  camp,  laying  plans  for 
the  capture  of  Jefferson  Davis,  and  Capt.  Lewis  was 
in  the  brigade  that  accomplished  that  capture,  and 
saw  the  noted  Confederate  leader  at  the  hotel 
afterward.  Soon  after  this  event,  Capt.  Lewis  was 
directed  by  Gen.  Wilson  to  go  to  Andersonville, 
survey  and  outline  it.  He  was  accompanied  by 
eleven  men,  and  capturing  the  notorious  Wirz, 
sent  him  to  Gen.  Wilson.  Capt.  Lewis  made  a  com- 
plete survey  and  map  of  the  prison,  and  then,  being 
anxious  to  see  iiis  liome  and  friends  he  resigned  in 
July,  1865,  his  resignation  being  accepted  while  he 
was  at  Nashville.  His  service  had  covered  a  period 
of  about  four  years,  during  which  time  he  had 
never  spent  a  daj' in  the  hospital.  The  profession 
of  civil  engineering  which  Capt.  Lewis  had  foi5nd 
so  useful  during  army  life,  had  l)een  learned  by 
him  when  seventeen  years  old,  while  working  witii 
surveyors  of  the  Mad  River  &  Lake  Erie  Rail- 
road. 

Returning  to  liis  native  State.  Capt.  Lewis 
opened    a   law    olhce  in    New  Philadelphia,   Ohio, 


remaining  a  resident  of  that  city  until  1870,  when 
he  went  to  Wayne  Court  Honse,  W.  Va.  There  he 
engaged  in  legal  practice,  and  also  took  charge  of 
a  select  school  and  academy.  In  addition  to  these 
labors  he  prospected  for  mineral  and  coal  lands. 
After  six  years  spent  in  West  Virginia,  Capt. 
Lewis  resided  in  Tuscola,  111.,  for  a  few  months, 
thonce  going  to  Decatur  County,  Iowa,  and  in 
Februarj',  1878,  coming  to  this  State.  He  located 
in  Doniphan  County  and  spent  a  year  tliere,  being 
ill  most  of  the  time.  Randolph  became  his  residence 
in  Jul}',  1879,  and  he  engaged  in  legal  practice  and 
mone3'-loaning.  He  has  been  very  successful  in 
building  up  a  professional  reputation,  and  secures  a 
fine  share  of  the  practice  of  this  vicinity.  In  1882 
Capt.  Lewis  started  a  four-column  quarto,  called  the 
Randolph  Echo,  turning  his  brilliant  talents  to 
account  in  journalism,  and  conducted  the  paper 
for  six  years.  He  owns  a  pleasant  residence  and 
lots  in  this  city,  and  eight  acres  in  Monette,  a 
growing  town  in  Missouri. 

On  January  17,  1861.  Capt.  Lewis  became  tlie 
husband  of  Miss  Sue  Frazier,  a  lady  of  education, 
culture  and  womanly  grace,  who  was  bom  in  Canal 
Dover,  Ohio.  She  began  teaching  at  the  age  of 
fifteen  years,  and  for  seven  years  was  the  instruc- 
tor in  one  school.  The  happy  union  has  been 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  seven  children,  two  of  whom 
now  survive.  Thomas  B.  is  a  printer  in  Denver, 
Col.;  he  married  Miss  Florence  Morgan.  Charles 
S.  is  also  a  practical  printer,  but  is  now  studying 
law  with  his  father.  As  might  be  expected  of  the 
sons  of  such  parents,  both  the  young  men  have 
mental  abilities  of  a  high  order  and  are  practical 
and  energetic  in  the  use  of  their  talents. 

Capt.  Lewis  has  been  a  Notary  Public  nearly 
all  his  life,  and  in  this  county  has  held  the  position 
for  ten  years.  He  has  been  Police  Judge  for  a 
year.  In  Ohio  he  was  at  one  time  candidate  for 
Probate  Judge  in  a  Democratic  district,  but  being 
on  tlie  Republican  ticket  was  defeated.  His  first 
Presidential  vote  was  cast  for  Gen.  Fremont,  and 
from  that  day  he  has  been  an  earnest  Republican, 
and  has  served  as  delegate  to  both  county  and 
State  conventions.  Capt.  Lewis  is  Adjutant  of 
Sergeant  McCoy  post,  No.  210,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Ran- 
I   dolph.     He  is  a  charter  member  (if   tiic  Methodist 
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Episcopal  Cliurcli  in  tliis  city,  and  is  active  in 
cvei'y  goofl  work,  and  every  public  enterprise 
^vliich  promises  to  enhance  tlie  welfare  of  the  com- 
munity. His  upright  life,  his  brilliant  talents,  and 
his  j'ears  of  usefulness,  entitle  hira  to  the  respect 
of  his  fellow  citizens    who   do  not  fail  to  render  it. 


"Tp^'RKDERICK  VONTUNGELN.  ClayCounty 
il— /s^  is  the  home  of  many  successful  farmers, 
!t^  whose  estates  are  not  only  valuable  but  at- 
tractive. One  of  the  most  elegant  of  these  rural 
homes  is  that  owned '  by  the  gentleman  named 
above.  It  is  situated  on  section  30,  Mulberry 
Township,  near  the  south  bank  of  the  Republican 
River,  and  comprises  301  broad  acres.  Nearly  the 
entire  acreage  is  under  the  plow,  and  the  estate  is 
well  stocked  and  su[)plied  with  excellent  buildings. 
The  improvements  have  chiefly'  been  made  by  Mr. 
Von  Tungelu,  who  purchased  from  the  original 
homesteader,  John  Taylor,  in  1875. 

The  family  from  which  our  subject  is  descended 
is  of  ancient  lineage,  and  had  lived  on  an  estate 
in  Oldenburg  froth  the  year  1400  until  a  few  years 
ago.  The  homestead  comprised  120  acres,  a  large 
farm  for  that  country,  and  was  known  as  "  Klein 
AVaddewarden."  It  was  sold  for  $34,500,  and 
another  propert}' owned  by  the  family  was  disposed 
of  at  the  same  time  for  $7,000.  They  were  there- 
fore considered  as  quite  well-to-do,  and  very  thrifty. 
They  represented  the  better  element  of  their  State, 
and  were  fine  specimens  of  physical  manhood 
1  icing  large  and  rugged,  with  splendid  forms.  At 
least  three  generations  of  the  name  have  lived  and 
died  on  the  old  homestead.  They  include  the 
father  of  our  subject,  Karl  Von  Tungein.  and  his 
father  and  grandfather,  both  of  whom  were  named 
Iste  Habben.  The  family  for  years  back  have  been 
members  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 

Kail  Von  Tungein,  the  father  of  our  subject,  died 
at  the  age  of  fifty-two  years,  leaving  a  family  of 
two  sons  and  five  daughters.  His  wife  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Gerken  Toben,  and  came  also  of 
an  old  and  highlj-  respected  German  family.  She 
departed  this  life  in  1887,  being  about  sixty -eight 


years  old.  Of  the  parental  family,  our  subject  is 
the  only  one  in  the  United  States. 

Frederick  Von  Tungein  was  born  in  Waddewar- 
den,  Oldenburg,  Germany,  on  December  9,  1837, 
and  is  the  oldest  of  the  children  born  to  his  parents. 
He  was  well  reared  and  received  an  excellent  edu- 
cation in  his  native  language  and  in  French.  He 
lost  his  father  when  fifteen  years  old.  He  was 
married  in  his  native  land,  and  continued  to  live 
there  until  after  the  birth  of  six  children.  He  then 
with  his  family  emigrated  to  America.  They  look 
passage  on  the  "Leipsic,"  which  sailed  from  Bremer- 
liaven  Ma}'  10th,  1871,  and  landed  in  Baltimore, 
Md.,  after  an  exceedingly  pleasant  voyage  of  four- 
teen days. 

From  Baltimore,  Mr.  Von  Tungein  went  to 
Chicago,  and  thence  to  Cass  County,  Iowa,  arriving 
in  the  latter  locality  in  June,  1871.  He  settled  on 
a  slightly  improved  farm,  and  there  remained  for 
two  years.  Thence,  in  1873,  he  came  to  Kansas, 
purchasing  a  claim  on  a  homestead  in  Bloom  Tbwn- 
ship,  this  county.  Two  years  later  he  purchased 
and  located  on  his  present  estate,  of  which  he  took 
possession  Sept.  2,  1875. 

The  wife  of  Mr.  Von  Tungein  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Henrietta  Carls.  She  was  born  in  the 
Kingdom  of  Hanover,  now  a  part  of  the  German 
Empire,  on  the  2d  of  July,  1839.  Her  parents. 
Harm  and  Catherina  (W^^ens)  Carls  are  now  de- 
ceased. The  father  died  in  Hanover  when  quite 
advanced  in  years;  and  the  mother,  who  survived 
him,  departed  this  life  in  Oldenburg,  she  also  being 
quite  old.  Both  were  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Church. 

The  union  of  IMr.  and  Mrs.  Von  Tungein  has  re- 
sulted in  the  birth  of  ten  children,  two  of  whom 
have  been  removed  from  them  b}'  the  hand  of 
death.  They  were  Henry  .and  Karl,  both  of  whom 
died  young.  Of  the  living,  four  are  married,  and 
residing  in  homes  of  their  own.  Antonia  'is  the 
wife  of  William  Mittendorf,  and  lives  on  a  farm  in 
Union  Township,  this  count}-.  Herman  was  mar- 
ried in  Oldenburg  to  a  lady  of  that  State,  Miss 
Helena  Harms.  They  now  live  on  a  farm  which 
they  own  in  this  township.  Louis,  who  is  a  farmer 
in  Hayes  Township,  married  Miss  3Iinuie  Mellies. 
Elmer  is  a  farmer  of  Five  Creek  Township.     He 
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married  Miss  Maggie  E.  Scliryver.  August,  Frieda, 
Adolpli,  and  Louisa  are  still  at  home. 

Mr.  Von  Tungeln  belongs  to  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 
Lodge,  No.  322,  at  Jlorganville;  and  to  the  A.  O. 
L'.  W.,  No.  217,  at  the  same  place.  He  is  in  sym- 
pathy  with  the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party, 
and  supports  them  with  his  vote  and  influence.  He 
is  not  only  a  progressive  farmer  and  an  educated 
man,  but  is  possessed  of  the  pleasant  and  refined 
manners  of  a  well-bred  gentleman.  His  wife  is  no 
less  worthy  of  esteem  and  both  have  many  friends 
in  the  community. 


J'  ACOB  PIERCE.  The  home  of  this  gentle- 
man, who  is  a  successful  agriculturist,  is  one 
i  among  the  many  pleasant  residences  of 
which  Riley  County  furnishes  so  many  ex- 
amples. It  is  located  on  section  4  in  the  western 
part  of  Grant  Township,  the  carefully  cultivated 
and  finely  improved  estate  comprising  160  acres, 
and  having  been  the  home  of  its  present  owner 
since  1871.  A  view  over  the  estate  shows  its  owner 
to  be  skilled  in  the  management  of  a  farm,  and  a 
visit  beneatli  the  hospitable  roof  of  the  dwelling 
gives  an  equal  estimate  of  the  housewifely  ability 
and  good  taste  of  the  lady  vvho  is  at  the  head  of 
the  household. 

The  eyes  of  Jacob  Pierce  first  opened  to  the 
light,  Sept.  6th,  1833,  and  his  boyhood,  youth  and 
early  manhood  were  passed  in  the  Buckeye  State. 
(For  sketch  of  his  parents  and  parental  family  see 
biography  of  Joseph  Pierce).  He  was  engaged  in 
an  agricultural  life  in  Auglaize  County  until  Au- 
gust 1862,  when,  feeling  the  needs  of  his  country, 
he  could  no  longer  content  himself  in  the  peaceful 
walks  of  life  and  therefore  enlisted  in  Company  E, 
118th  Ohio  Infantry,  which  formed  a  part  of  the 
23rd  Army  Corps.  He  was  in  Knoxville  during 
the  siege  of  that  city  and  during  his  army  life 
faithfully  discharged  his  duties.  At  the  close  of 
the  war  he  was  discharged  at  Washington  City. 
June  30,  1865,  and  returned  to  Ohio,  where  he  re- 
mained until  the  spring  of  1869. 

Earl}'  that  season  Mr.  Pierce  turned  his  face 
toward  the  West  and  arriving  in  Manhattan,  March 


23,  settled  on  a  preemption  claim  of  eighty  acres, 
seven  miles  east  of  his  present  home.  Two  years 
later  he  moved  to  the  place  which  he  now  occupies, 
taking  the  land  under  the  Homestead  Act,  and 
building  on  his  first  claim  the  second  house 
in  the  "•divide"  between  Manhattan  and  Clay  Cen- 
ter. 

Realizing  that  it  was  not  "good  for  man  to  live 
alone,"  Mr.  Pierce  was  married  on  April  11,  1861, 
to  Miss  Elmira,  daughter  of  Richard  and  Agnes 
Merrill,  the  former  of  whom  is  now  living  in  this 
townsliii).  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years.  Mrs. 
Merrill  died  in  July,  1863,  being  then  seventy- 
seven  years  old.  Mrs.  Pierce  was  born  in  Har- 
rison Township,  Richland  Co,  Ohio,  and  is  the 
sixth  in  a  family  of  ten  children. 

The  first  born  in  the  family  of  whicii  Mrs.  Pierce 
is  a  member,  was  her  brother — Nicholas — who  died 
in  Richland  County,  Ohio,  when  sixteen  years  old. 
The  next  in  the  family  is  Mary  A.,  who  is  unmar- 
ried and  lives  with  her  father.  Elizabeth  is  living 
in  Paulding  County,  Ohio,  and  has  four  children. 
She  is  the  widow  of  Samuel  Pierce,  who  served  in 
the  same  company  with  our  subject,  and  was 
wounded  at  Reseca,  Ga.,  from  the  effects  of  which 
he  died.  John  AV.  was  a  member  of  Company  K., 
8th  Iowa  Cavalry,  and  served  until  the  close  of  the 
war,  receiving  his  discharge  in  August,  1865.  His 
left  ear  was  deafened  by  the  explosion  of  a  shell 
close  to  his  head.  He  came  to  Kansas  in  1871  and 
now  lives  with  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  On  March 
6,  1866,  he  married  Miss  Annie  Bolton,  who  died 
Jan.  14,  1875,  leaving  four  children — Susan  L., 
William,  Jolin  and  Anna.  Of  these  the  first  born 
married  Charles  Mitchell,  and  departed  this  life 
when  about  twenty  years  old.  The  others  are 
single  and  at  home.  The  third  sister  of  Mrs. 
Pierce  is  Jane,  who  married  William  Lambert  and 
is  now  living  in  Ogden.  Kan.  Emma  died  in 
Michigan  at  the  age  of  thirtj'-six,  leaving  four  chil- 
dren, having  been  the  wife  of  William  Klinger. 
Harriet  is  the  wife  of  Willi.am  H.  Goldrick,  and  the 
mother  of  two  children,  the  family  home  being  in 
Berrien  County,  Mich.  Demas  and  William  P.  are 
unmarried  and  live  with  their  father. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pierce  are  the  parents  of  eight  chil- 
dren,  named    respectively:  Agnes  J.,  Thomas  E., 
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:\lMrv  M.,  Ida  Belle,  Annie  E.,  William  I.,  Laura 
M.  and  Forrest  R.  Agnes  died  when  thirteen  years 
(lid;  Laura  at  the  age  of  five  years;  and  Forrest  R. 
when  one  year  old.  Mary  married  Wesley  AI. 
j'^nlow,  who  carries  on  a  grocery  store  in  Leonard- 
ville;  they  have  one  child.  Ida  Belle  married  C. 
E.  Stice,  and  lives  on  a  farm  near  that  of  her 
father;  they  have  one  child.  The  othei's  are  single 
and  at  home. 

Mr.  Pierce  is  a  thorough  going  Rei)ublican,  his 
first  vote  having  been  cast  for  Fremont  in  1856, 
since  which  time  he  has  ever  stood  by  the  part}'  of 
his  choice.  He  belongs  to  the  Sergeant  Mercer 
Post,  No.  l'.>4,  G.  A.  R.  at  Leonardville,  as  does 
his  lirother-in-law  John  W.  Merrill.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Church  of  God.  and  for  his  Christian 
character,  his  good  citizenship,  and  his  ability  in 
his  chosen  occupation,  he  is  held  in  high  esteem  by 
neighbors  and  acquaintances. 

^. #.#^. ^ 


<|f7  EONARD  H.  PATTERSON.  There  is 
I  0i  probably  not  within  the  limits  of  Wild  Cat 
II L_^  Township,  Riley  County,  a  man  more  widely 
known  than  Mr.  Patterson,  who  finds  friends  wher- 
ever he  goes.  Generous,  open-hearted,  well  In- 
furnied,  iind  with  a  very  retentive  memory,  from 
which  he  draws  many  an  interesting  anecdote,  he 
is  usually  to  be  found  the  center  of  an  admiring 
circle,  to  whom  he  can  relate  many  a  tale  of  life  in 
the  Wild  West. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  April  5, 
1836,  in  Erie  County,  Pa.,  and  was  the  eldest  in  a 
family  of  nine  children,  the  offspring  of  William  J. 
and  Eunice  (Hardy)  Patterson,  both  natives  of 
New  York  State,  and  the  former  born  in  Jefferson 
County.  The  parents  were  married  in  1835  and 
removed  to  Western  Pennsylvania  that  same  year. 
There  the  mother  died  in  1857.  The  father  sur- 
vived his  wife  for  a  period  of  twenty-one  years, 
spending  his  last  days  in  Erie  County,  Pa.,  and 
passing  away  in  1878.  Only  three  of  the  family 
are  living,  Leonard,  Mar}'  and  Frelingh. 

Mr.  Patterson  spent  his  early  years  amid  the 
quiet  pursuits  of  farm  life,  obtaining  his  education 
in  the  common  school,  and  when  twent^'-one  years 


old  struck  out  for  himself.  He  worked  on  a  farm 
in  New  York  State  one  year  and  followed  agricult- 
ure from  that  time  on  until  1860.  That  year  he 
came  to  Kansas  Territory,  and  for  five  years  there- 
after was  a  citizen  of  Leavenworth,  although  serv- 
ing as  a  soldier  in  the  Union  army,  in  September. 
1861,  he  enlisted  in  Company  F,  6th  Kansas  Cav- 
alry, which  regiment  was  employed  chiefly  in  hunt- 
ing bushwhackers  along  the  Kansas  and  Missouri 
frontier. 

In  1863  the  regiment  of  whieli  Mr.  Patterson 
was  a  member  went  into  Indian  'I'erritory  and  res- 
cued the  Northern  sympathizers  of  the  Cherokee 
Nation  from  their  enemies,  escorting  them  to  Ft. 
Scott.  Then  they  chased  Gen.  Price  on  what  was 
known  as  "  the  Lone  Jack  Scout."  Later  they 
took  pnrt  in  the  Gen.  Blount  campaign  in  Mis- 
souri and  Arkansas,  which  closed  with  the  battle 
at  Prairie  Grove,  Ark.  In  the  spring  of  1863  the 
regiment  was  divided  and  Mr.  Patterson  was  again 
in  ^lissouri  and  Arkansas.  In  July  the  boys  were 
re-united  and  the  whole  regiment  sent  to  Ft.  Gib- 
son. Thence  in  the  fall  they  were  ordered  to 
Ft.  Smith,  around  which  they  foraged  until  spring. 

In  1864  the  regiment  went  South  to  reinforce 
Gen.  Banks.  Mr.  Patterson  was  then  under  Gen. 
Steele ;  and  after  Banks'  retreat  .Steele  went  to  Lit- 
tle Rock,  Ark.  Later  the  troops  returned  to 
Ft.  Smith,  where  Mr.  Patterson  remained  until  the 
expiration  of  his  term  of  service.  He  received  bis 
honorable  discharge  at  Leavenworth,  in  November, 

1864.  After  leaving  the  regular  service  he  be- 
came wagon-master  for  a  Government  train  from 
Leavenworth  to  Ft.  Gibson,  and  was  thus  occupied 
six  months.  Afterward  he  took  two  droves  of 
ponies  to  Ft.  Larned  and  Mound  City.  Next  he 
was  engaged  in  freighting  from  Leavenworth  to 
Ft.  Laramie. 

Returning  now  to  his  native  State.  Mr.  Patterson 
arrived  amid  the  scenes  of  his  childhood    Dec.  23. 

1865.  On  the  1st  of  March  following  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Delia,  daughter  of 
Arold  Freeman,  a  farmer  and  an  early  settler  in 
that  region,  having  located  there  in  1816.  Mrs. 
Patterson  was  one  of  a  family  of  nine  children, 
and  was  born  Dec.  18.  1834,  in  Crawford  County, 
Pa.     Both  she  and  her  husband  are  members  of  the 
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Universalist  Cliureh.  Mv.  Patterson  votes  the 
straight  Republican  ticket,  and  for  the  past  nine 
years  has  been  a  member  of  the  School  Board  of 
District  No.  6.  He  has  also  officiated  as  Road 
Overseer.  Socially  he  belongs  to  Lew  Gove  Post, 
No.  100,  G.  A.  R.  His  landed  possessions  comprise 
700  broad  acres,  thoroughly  improved  and  largely 
devoted  to  stock-raising,  Mr.  Patterson  shipping 
from  five  to  ten  carloads  annually. 


JAMES  J.  LAW.  During  the  early  settle- 
ment of  Sherman  Township,  Clay  County, 
there  emigrated  to  it  a  young  man  of  twenty 
„;;_^  years,  landing  here  in  November,  1865, 
with  a  capital  of  seventy-five  cents  in  his  pocket. 
He  had  already  seen  considerable  of  the  world  and 
experienced  the  vicissitudes  of  life  in  two  armies 
and  his  determination  now  was  to  cast  his  lot  with 
the  people  of  the  young  State  of  Kansas,  and  if  pos- 
sible acquire  for  himself  a  home  and  a  competence. 
The  task  before  him  was  no  small  one,  but  he 
possessed  the  courage  and  resolution  of  which  suc- 
cessful men  are  made  and  he  set  about  this  self  ap- 
pointed work  in  the  best  manner  which  then  offered. 
For  four  years  thereafter  he  worked  as  a  farm  la- 
borer and  then  in  March,  1869,  homesteaded  160 
acres  of  land  where  he  now  lives.  He  labored 
early  and  late  the  first  few  years  in  cultivating  the 
soil,  erecting  buildings  and  bringing  about  the  im- 
provements naturally  suggested  to  the  intelligent 
and  enterprising  man.  We  now  find  him,  James  J. 
Law — the  owner  of  a  good  farm  and  surrounded 
by  all  of  the  comforts  and  many  of  the  luxuries  of 
life.  In  adilition  to  this  he  is  a  highly  respected 
citizen  and  one  who  has  been  valuable  to  his  com- 
munity. 

A  native  of  (Jibson  County.  Tcnn.,  Mr.  Law 
was  born  June  8,  1845.  and  there  spent  the  years 
of  his  childhood  and  youth  on  his  father's  farm. 
The  latter,  Lemuel  II.  Law,  was  likewise  a  native 
of  Tennessee,  where  he  was  reared  and  married  to 
Miss  Mary,  daughter  of  James  and  Elizabeth 
(Coppage)  Thomas.  Tliis  lady  was  bo!-n  in  North 
Carolina,  and  removed  to  Tennessee  with  her  jjar- 
ents   in  her    girlhood.       The  latter  reared    their 


family  of  five  children  in  Tennessee  and  died  there. 
When  James  J.  Law  was  sixteen  years  old  and  still 
pursuing  his  studies  in  the  district  school,  a  com- 
pany was  organized,  chiefly  of  school  boys,  and  at 
its  head  was  William  Thomas,  his  uncle,  who 
officiated  as  a  recruiting  officer.  He  persuaded 
young  Law  to  enlist  in  Company  E,  31st  Tennessee 
Cavalry,  and  he  served,  with  other  schoolmates, 
ft)r  about  two  and  one-half  years  and  until  Sher- 
man made  his  raid  through  Georgia.  Young  Law 
during  this  time  had  his  scruples  about  serving 
with  the  enemies  of  his  country,  and  escaping  from 
tlie  Confederate  ranks  joined  the  Union  army  and 
was  taken  as  a  loyal  prisoner  to  Chicago,  and  as  an 
applicant  for  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United 
States  Government.  As  soon  as  the  oath  was  ad- 
ministered he  enlisted  as  a  Union  soldier  in  Com- 
pany H,  5th  United  States  Infantry,  and  served  on 
the  frontier  in  the  States  of  Colorado  and  Texas, 
for  about  eight  months,  when  his  services  were  no 
longer  needed.  He  then  received  his  honorable 
discharge  and  turned  his  steps  toward  the  State  of 
Kansas,  of  which  he  has  since  been  a  resident. 

On  the  22d  of  October,  1866,  Mr.  Law,  esteem- 
ing it  not  good  for  even  a  young  man  to  be  alone, 
took  unto  himself  a  wife  and  helpmate.  Miss  Ly- 
dia  E.,  daughter  of  Hiram  and  Sarah  E.  (Lakin) 
Cooper.  The  young  people  did  not  receive  any 
costly  wedding  presents  nor  take  an  extended  lour, 
but  soon  after  their  marriage  commenced  house- 
keeping in  a  log  cabin,  with  a  dirt  roof  and  the 
same  material  for  a  floor.  Later  Mr.  Law  put  up 
an  addition  to  his  dwelling,  which  he  covered  with 
a  roof  of  shingles  and  which  was  considered  quite  a 
pretentious  structure  for  those  times.  The  little 
family  occupied  this  until  the  present  comfortable 
dwelling  was  built.  In  the  meantime  Mr.  Law 
proceeded  with  tiie  improvement  of  his  propertj% 
planting  forest  and  fruit  trees  and  erecting  by  de- 
grees the  necessary  buildings.  He  now  has  an 
apple  orchard  of  150  trees  in  good  bearing  con- 
dition, besides  other  trees,  also  stable,  granary  and 
corn-cribs.  His  land  is  mostlj'  in  a  productive 
condition  and  devoted  to  general  farming  and  stock 
raising. 

The  six  children  born  to  our  subject  and  his 
estimable  wife  were  named  respectively,  William 
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F..  Hiiani  L.,  Charles  W.  and  Perry  J.,  Mar}-  E.  and 
Frances  E.  The  two  latter  died  while  young.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Law  liave  been  connected  with  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church  for  about  twenty-three  years. 
Mr.  Law  has  been  recognized  as  one  of  the  pilhirs, 
serving  as  Class-Leader  and  Steward  and  contribut- 
ing a  liberal  support.  He  is  identified  with  the  A. 
F.  &  A.  M.,  being  a  member  of  Clifton  Lodge.  No. 
122.  In  politics,  he  is  a  sound  Republican.  His 
honored  father,  although  a  resident  of  Tennessee, 
was  a  member  of  the  old  Whig  party. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was 
Jesse  Law,  who  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  War  of 
1812  and  subsequentl}'  located  in  Smith  County, 
Tenn.,  where  he  reared  his  family  and  died.  He 
was  for  some  years  a  pensioner.  His  father  had 
served  in  the  Indian  War  in  Florida.  Back  another 
generation,  we  find  John  Law,  a  native  of  Scotland, 
who  emigrated  to  America  with  bis  brothers, 
William  and  Henry,  prior  to  the  Revolutionary' 
War  and  located  in  Virginia  where  they  were  all 
married,  reared  families  and  died.  Their  descend- 
ants are  scattered  throughout  nearly  every  State  in 
the  L^nion.  On  his  mother's  side  the  grandparents 
of  our  subject  were  natives  of  North  Carolina,  and 
spent  their  last  days  in  Tennessee.  An  interesting 
fact  in  connection  witli  the  history  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Law  is,  that  they  were  the  first  couple  married  in 
Clay  County,  Kan.,  after  its  organization. 


<X\  IfelLLIAM  TAYLOR.  This  gentleman  is  an 
\/J//  honored  citizen  of  foreign  birth  who, 
Vtxv  while  proud  of  his  lineage  and  his  ancestral 
home,  is  3et  devoted  to  the  interests  and  welfare  of 
the  land  of  his  adoption.  He  was  born  in  Tibber- 
ton  Grange,  England,  June  27,  1839,  and  reared  to 
an  agricultural  life.  He  grew  to  manhood  on  the 
parental  estate,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  made 
a  voyage  from  his  native  land  around  Cape  Horn 
to  California.  He  remained  on  the  western  coast 
of  North  America  for  several  years,  being  engaged 
for  a  time  as  a  coast  sailor,  subsequently  spending 
some  lime  in  British  Columbia,  and  at  various  per- 
iods being  at  Ft.  Madison,  Ft.  GamboU  and  at 
Seattle,  visiting  the  latter  place  when  it  was  but  a 


small  village.  He  owned  and  worked  in  mines  at 
Caribou  for  a  time.  In  the  year  1868  he  was  on 
the  United  States  gun  boat  "Saginaw,"  and  sailed 
to  Victoria  and  also  into  the  Alaska  waters.  Dur- 
ing the  voyage  he  received  an  injury,  and  on 
returning  to  San  Francisco  he  was  sent  to  the  hos- 
pital on  Mars  Island. 

When  discharged  from  the  hospital,  in  1869,  Mr. 
Taylor  returned  to  England  by  way  of  the  isthmus. 
Being  the  oldest  son  he  was  entitled  to  the  estate 
at  his  father's  death,  but  he  preferred  to  live  in  this 
country,  and  after  a  short  sojourn  in  his  native  land 
he  returned  to  America.  Before  leaving  England 
he  was  married,  and  he  and  his  wife  started  for 
Junction  City,  where  they  arrived  in  October,  1871. 

Mr.  T.'iylor  liomosteaded  eighty  acres  of  land  in 
Athelstane  Township,  Clay  County,  and  at  once 
began  improving  the  same.  He  first  built  a  dug- 
out, in  which  they  lived  one  winter,  and  he  then 
built  a  small  frame  house.  There  were  no  houses 
to  be  seen  from  his  home,  and  but  little  breaking 
had  been  done  in  the  vicinity,  where  Texas  cattle 
roamed  at  their  own  will.  Mr.  Taylor  had  money 
and  friends  in  the  Old  Country,  who  would  help 
him  if  he  needed  assistance  and  called  upon  them. 
He  had  about  sixty  acres  of  his  homestead  broken, 
and  beginning  operations  as  a  farmer,  in  1872  and 
1873,  he  raised  corn  and  other  crops.  In  the  grass- 
hopper year,  1874,  he  had  a  good  wheat  crop  but 
no  corn.  From  that  time  to  1885,  all  his  grain 
yielded  well,  after  which  came  another  lighter 
yield.  This  year,  1889,  all  the  crops  have  been 
abundant. 

Mr.  Taylor's  present  estate  comprises  330  acres, 
172  of  which  are  bottom  land,  which  is  much  better 
adapted  to  agricultural  purposes  than  the  uplands 
of  this  section.  One  of  the  most  prominent  features 
of  the  fine  estate  is  a  blue  grass  pasture  of  about 
eiglitecn  acres,  which  is  proving  a  great  success  for 
late  use.  Mr.  Taylor  has  seen  the  country  around 
him  settle  up,  with  villages  and  towns  becoming 
numerous  throughout  the  country,  and  is  now  en- 
joying the  fruits  of  his  pioneer  industry  and  toil, 
and  the  prosperity  of  the  land  which  he  has  made 
his  own.  ' 

William  Taylor,  Sr.,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
belonged  to   the   landed    gentry  of  England.     He 
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nmrried  Miss  Eliza  M.,  daugliter  of  Thomas  Jones, 
also  an  agriculturist  tliere.  To  this  union  ten  chil- 
dren were  born,  bearing  the  names  of:  Sarah.  Will- 
iam, Jr.,  Eliza  M.,  Catherine  A.,  Albert,  Walter, 
Thomas.  Emily,  Ellen  and  George.  The  wife  and 
mother  passed  from  eartli  in  1855,  and  the  father 
subsequent!}'  married  Miss  M,ary  Williams,  a  former 
governess  in  the  house.  This  union  resulted  in  the 
birth  of  one  child,  Frederick  William,  and  both 
mother  and  child  are  now  deceased.  AVilliam  Tay- 
lor, Sr.,  departed  this  life  in  1858.  One  of  his  sons 
formerly  lived  in  tliis  country,  and  died  in  Kansas 
City,  :\io. 

Tlie  gentleman  of  whom  wo  write,  celebrated  his 
marriage  in  1871.  in  his  native  country,  tlie  bride 
being  Miss  Louisa  J.,  daughter  of  Thomas  AVood. 
who  lived  and  died  in  England.  Mrs.  Taylor  has 
two  sisters  living  in  this  State.  She  and  her  hus- 
band are  childless. 

Mr.  T.aylor  belongs  to  the  Democratic  part}',  and 
takes  the  side  of  the  opposition  on  the  question 
which  has  been  so  prominently  before  the  Kansas 
citizens  during  the  last  few  years — the  question  of 
Prohibition.  He  and  his  wife  were  reared  in  the 
faith  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  they  hold 
membership.  He  is  an  honored  citizen  of  Clay 
County,  and  his  wife  shares  in  the  respect  and 
friendship  of  those  among  whom  they  liave  m.ide 
their  home. 


'SjULIUS  C.  VAN  EVEREN  is  the  owner 
||  and  occupant  of  a  jjleasant  home  situated 
jl  just  south  of  the  Agricultural  College 
1^1/  grounds  at  Manhattan,  Riley  County,  the 
four  acres  whicii  comprise  it  being  devoted  to  the 
culture  of  fruit.  The  principal  part  of  the  estate 
is  a  vineyard,  and  early  grapes  are  shipped  by  Mr. 
Van  Evcren  as  far  west  as  Denver,  Col.  The 
owner  of  this  pleasant  home  has  been  a  resident  of 
Kansas  for  nearly  a  score  of  years  and  identified 
with  the  interests  of  this  county. 

Mr.  \:\n  Everen  wtis  horn  in  Washington  County, 
N.  Y.,  July  3.  1845.  and  when  quite  small  his  par- 
ents removed  toCiiicago,  111.,  where  they  remained 
until  1856,  and  whence  they  removed  to  Batavia, 


Kane  Count}  ,  111.     After  remaining    about    seven 

!  years  in  the  latter  place  they  returned  to  the  Em- 
pire State,  making   their  home  in   Hudson,  where 

i  his  father  subsequently  died.  In  1868,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  returned  to  Illinois  where  he 
sojourned  a  year  only,  returning  again  to  his  native 
Slate,  where  he  turned  his  excellent  and  beautiful 
penmanship  to  account,  teaching  that  art  in  a 
private  school  until  1871.  Coming  to  Kansas  at 
that  date  he  chose  Grant  Township,  this  county,  as 
his  location,  and  purchased   a   farm  of  146   .acres 

I  lying  eight  miles  up  the  Blue.  After  having  oper- 
ated this  farm  for  ten  years,  he  removed  to  the 
plnce   where  he   now  lives  and  where  he  has  since 

I   devoted  his  time  to  horticulture. 

I  The  paternal  grandfather  of  Mr.  \"an  Everen 
was  a  native  of  Holland.  His  son  John,  the  father 
of  our  subject,  was  a  carriage  painter  anil  m.arried 
Harriet  E.  Frisbie,  who  was  born  in  East  Chatham, 
N.  Y.  Mrs.  Van  Everen  departed  this  life  in  1866, 
herhusband  surviving  until  December,  1872.  Five 
children  were  born  to  them — Philip  F.,  John  N., 
George  P.,  Julius  C,  and  Alvah.  The  latter  died  in 
infancy.  Philip  is  now  living  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.;  he 
is  a  dealer  in  library  su))plies,  and  is  tlie  inventor  of 
the  Van  Everen  Patent  Adjustable  Book  Cover. 
He  married  Miss  Elizabeth  J.  Ferguson  and  they 
have  four  children.  John  resides  at  Mt.  Kisco, 
N.  Y.  He  served  three  years  in  the  1st  New  York 
Alounted  Infantry,  during  the  late  war.  He  is  now  a 
teacher  of  drawing  in  the  New  York  public  schools. 
He  is  a  widower  .and  the  father  of  one  child. 
George  P.  is  the  agent  of  a  lumber  company,  his 
home  being  in  Aurora,  111.  H(^  also  served  three 
years  in  the  1st  New  York  Mounted  Infantry.  He 
is  married  and  has  a  family. 

On  September  17,  1876,  near  Abilene,  Dicken- 
son County,  the  rites  of  wedlock  were  celebrated 
between  Mr.  Van  Everen  and  Miss  Hsittie  E.  Bates, 
who  w.as  born  in  Vermont,  Feb.  28,  1849.  She  is 
the  second  of  three  daughters  born  to  Elijah  and 
Frances  E.  (Farrand)  Bates,  who  were  .also  natives 
of  the  Green  Mountain  State.  Her  father  died  of 
a  fever  in  the  army  and  was  buried  in  the  hospital 
grounds  at  Philadel[)hia.  Pa.  Both  her  grand- 
fathers were  soldiers  and  served  in  the  war  of  1812. 
Her  oldest  sister,  Ada  F..  died   when  a  year  old. 
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The  youngest,  Lulu  K.,  innrrieil  William  House, 
who  is  foreman  in  the  cai'penter  shop  in  the  State 
Agricultural  College  here;  they  have  one  child. 
Mrs.  Van  Everen  is  well  educated  and  possesses  the 
energy  and  shrewdness  belonging  to  the  natives  of 
New  England.  To  herself  and  husband  five  chil- 
dren have  been  born,  named  respectively,  Philip  F., 
Harriet  E.,  Elliott  G.,  George  D..  and  Lucy  F. 

Mr.  ^'an  Everen  is  a  Republican  and  Prohibi- 
tionist. He  has  served  two  years  as  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  performing  the  functions  of  the  office  in  a 
satisfactory  manner.  He  is  a  well  educated,  cultured 
and  courteous  gentleman,  whose  genial  manners  and 
excellent  character  gain  him  friends  wherever  he  is 
known.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  tlic  Con- 
gregational Church,  and  both  have  many  friends 
in  the  communit}-. 


WEN  E.  OSBOrRN.  a  homesteader  of  18.58, 
in  the  spring  of  that  year  took  up  eighty 
acres  of  land  on  section  6,  Center  Township, 
and  afterward  purchased  forty  acres  on  section  31, 
where  he  now  lives.  Later  he  purchased  additional 
land  and  is  now  the  owner  of  240  acres,  which  is 
chiefly  devoted  to  general  farming,  although  Mr. 
Osbourn  is  somewhat  interested  in  stock-raising. 
He  is  of  Southern  antecedents  and  a  native  of 
North  Carolina,  born  in  Guilford  Countj',  .Tune  19. 
1812. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  Mr.  Osbourn  is  a  veteran 
of  seventy-seven  years,  but  in  consideration  of 
having  lived  temperately  he  has  preserved  his 
faculties  unimpaired  and  is  still  quite  active.  He 
comes  of  substantial  stock,  being  the  son  of  Thomas 
Osbourn,  a  native  likewise  of  North  Carolina,  and 
who,  leaving  the  South  in  1812,  emigrated  to  the 
young  State  of  Ohio.  Subsequently  he  removed 
to  Indiana,  and  later  crossed  the  Mississippi  into 
Iowa,  where  he  prosecuted  farming  as  before  and 
died  when  sixty-two  years  old. 

Mrs.  Rebecca  Osbourn,  the  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  North  Carolina  and  died  in  Ohio 
at  an  advanced  age.  Her  seven  children  were 
named  respectively,  Owen,  Polly,  Nellie,  Martha, 
Rebecca,  Lydia  and  Susan.     Of  these  but  two  are 


living — Martha  and  cmr  subjccl.  Owen  was  the 
eldest  child  of  the  family  and  developed  into  man- 
hood on  a  farm  in  Wayne  County,  Ind.,  where  he 
lived  until  a  man  of  forty-six  years  and  whence  he 
came  to  Kansas.  On  April  15,  1833,  when  not 
quite  twenty-one  years  old,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Lydia  Meridith.  a  native  of 
North  Carolina,  and  born  May  4,  1817,  being  five 
years  younger  than  her  husband.  Her  parents 
were  likewise  natives  of  that  State. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Osbourn  there  have  been  born 
ten  children,  viz:  Melissa,  Thomas,  .Tolm.  .Joseph. 
Minerva,  Marj',  Alonzo,  Diana,  Owen  and  Nathan. 
Minerva,  Alonzo  and  Owen  are  deceased.  All  of 
the  others  are  married  and  have  families.  Mr. 
Osliourn  rejoices  in  the  possession  of  forty-one 
grandchildren  and  twelve  great-grandchildren. 
Many  and  great  {lave  been  the  changes  which  he 
has  witnessed  since  crossing  the  Fathers  of  Waters, 
and  in  building  up  one  of  the  finest  farms  of  Riley 
Countjr,  he  has  thus  contributed  to  its  prosperity, 
also  to  the  revenues,  by  turning  over  e.icli  year  a 
handsome  sum  into  the  county  treasury  in  the  way 
of  taxes. 

TR^jERTHA  HOLZGANG.  The  ohlest  drug 
j'l^V  *'""'  '"  ^  '''^•^  Genter.  Clay  County,  and  now 
i'|J^)ll)  one  of  the  largest  and  finest  in  the  city,  is 
^*=^  located  on  Lincoln  Avenue,  and  is  under 
the  charge  of  the  lady  above  named.  It  would  be 
hard  to  find  a  neater  or  better  kept  drug  store,  or 
one  where  a  better  stock  of  drugs  and  druggist's 
sundries  can  be  found.  Mrs.  Holzgang  is  a  regis- 
tered pharmacist,  and  has  the  full  confidence  of  the 
l)eople  of  Clajf  Center  and  vicinity,  enjoying  a  fine 
trade.  The  store  was  established  by  her  husband 
in  1868,  and  he  being  now  obliged  to  spend  mostof 
his  time  in  the  South  on  account  of  poor  health,  the 
business  has  been  for  the  past  two  years  under  the 
sole  control  of  Mrs.  Holzgang. 

Carl  Holzgang  was  born  in  Switzerland  in  1833. 
educated  at  Geneva,  and  acquired  a  thorough  know- 
ledge of  the  chemist's  calling  in  Germany.  He  was 
for  some  time  engaged  in  the  large  chemical  works 
at  Wyl,  Switzerland.  He  was  there  married  Jan. 
10,  1868,  and    soon    after  came   to   America   and 
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located  in  Clay  Center,  establishing  the  first  drug 
store  west  of  Manhattan  in  this  latitude.  He  began 
business  in  a  small  log  building,  and  he,  Mr.  Hun- 
tress and  the  firm  of  Dexter  Bros.,  were  the  only  men 
in  trade  at  this  place,  which  contained  at  that  time 
only  a  half  dozen  houses.  In  1871,  Mrs.  Holzgang 
joined  her  husband  and  with  her  assistance  he  con- 
tinued the  business,  which  he  finally  left  entirely  to 
her.  A  fine  brick  building,  two  stores  high,  and 
having  a  ground  dimension  of  45  x  80  feet,  has 
been  erected  and  is  now  the  site  of  their  business. 
There  is  also  a  large  warehouse  back  of  the  block. 
Mrs.  Holzgang  is  now  considered  one  of  the  sub- 
stantial business  people  of  this  city,  and  is  most 
highly  spoken  of  by  its  citizens,  as  being  possessed 
of  fine  business  ability,  excellent  sense,  and  most 
ladylike  manners. 

Mrs.  Holzgang  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Beerli, 
and  was  born  in  Wyl,  Canton  St.  Gall,  Switzerland, 
Feb.  17,  1851,  and  resided  in  her  native  place  until 
she  removed  to  America.  She  has  one  child — Leda, 
a  beautiful  and  educated  young  lady. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holzgang  were  among  the  earliest 
members  of  the  Catholic  Church  here,  and  among 
those  who  helped  to  build  the  St's.  Peter  and  Paul 
Church.  One  of  the  earliest  if  not  the  first  mass  said 
here  was  in  their  house,  whose  hospitable  doors  are 
ever  open  to  any  need. 


Ji,()SKPH  H.CLARK.  Among  the  well-reg- 
j'  ulated  farms  of  Goshen  Township,  Clay 
ll  County,  that  of  Mr.  Clark's  atttracts  the 
^l'  attention  of  the  passing  traveler  as  the  re- 
sult of  persevering  industry,  good  judgment  and 
economical  living.  In  1878  he  purchased  it  of  a 
"squatter"  who  had  become  discouraged  and  retired 
to  parts  unknown.  There  was  upon  it  a  little  log 
cabin  9x11  feet  in  dimensions,  and  taking  posses- 
sion of  this  with  his  family,  Mr.  Clark  occupied  it 
until  he  could  build  a  small  frame  house.  He  then 
homesteaded  IGO  acres  and  began  the  improvement 
of  the  whole.  Upon  coming  here  he  had  only  a 
little  money,  simply  enough  to  put  up  his  house 
and  buy  a  team  of  horses  and  a  plow.  He  began 
lireaking  the  prairie,  but  .is  it  was  in  the  month  of 


June  when  settling  here,  he  could  not  make  ver3' 
much  headway  in  the  matter  of  crops  that  year. 
Tiie  following  year,  however,  he  was  enabled  to 
do  better  and  after  a  few  years  more  of  industry 
and  perseverance  found  himself  the  possessor  of 
a  good  farm,  with  a  commodious  frame  dwelling,  a 
well-built  barn  with  corn-cribs,  granar}',  an  orch- 
ard of  400  apple  trees  and  100  peach  trees,  besides 
the  smaller  fruits,  and  a  growth  of  forest  trees 
sufficient  to  keep  him  in  lumber  and  fuel.  If  he 
desired,  he  might  now  retire  from  active  labor  as 
he  has  su  fflcient  of  this  world's  goods  to  insure 
him  against  want  in  his  old  age. 

Westmoreland  County,  Pa.,  was  the  early  home 
of  our  subject  and  where  his  birth  took  place  Dec. 
7,  1839.  He  attended  school  for  a  few  years  and 
assisted  his  parents  in  the  lighter  labors  around  the 
homestead,  continuing  a  resident  of  his  native 
county  until  1848.  Then  Samuel  Clark,  the  father, 
with  his  wife  Dorcas  (Knight)  Clark,  and  their 
seven  children,  set,  out  on  the  long  journey  to 
Gtant  County',  Wis.,  Joseph  11.  being  then  a  lad 
nine  j^ears  of  age.  He  grew  to  manhood  in  the  Bad- 
ger State,  sojourning  there  until  after  the  outbreak 
of  the  Civil  War.  On  the  11th  of  August.  1862, 
he  enlisted  in  Company  D,  33d  Wisconsin  Infantry, 
as  a  private  and  served  eight  months,  being  then 
obliged  to  accept  his  honorable  discharge  on  ac- 
count of  illness.  Later,  however,  he  determined 
to  have  a  further  hand  in  the  fight,  and  in  Febru- 
ary, 1865,  re-enlisted  in  Company  C,  48th  Wiscon- 
sin Infantry,  in  which  he  served  until  the  following 
spring,  being  mustered  out  March  24,  1866.  In 
the  meantime  he  had  been  promoted  Corporal,  and 
although  always  ready  for  the  fray  did  not  have 
the  satisfaction  of  participating  in  any  active  en- 
gagement, his  regiment  being  assigned  to  duty 
mostly  in  and  around  the  Kansas  frontier. 

Upon  leaving  the  army  Mr.  Clark  returned  to 
the  old  home  in  Wisconsin  and  farmed  there  with 
his  father  until  his  marriage,  which  occurred  Nov. 
7,  1867.  The  maiden  of  his  thoice  was  Miss  Sarah 
J.,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Susannah  Hotinger. 
This  lady  wa?  born  in  Shenandoah  County.  Va., 
Aug.  21,  1849.  anil  when  an  infant  was  taken  by 
her  parents,  first  to  Clark  County,  Ohio,  and  then 
to  Clayton  County,  Iowa.     In  the  latter  place  they 
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lived  many  j-ears,  but  finally  crossing  the  Missis- 
sippi, sought  tlie  Southwest  and  settled  in  the  In- 
dian Territory,  where  they  now  reside.  The  parents 
of  Mr.  Clark  spent  their  last  days  in  Wisconsin,  the 
mother  dying  in  October,  1886,  aged  about  sev- 
enty-seven years,  and  the  father  iu  September, 
1889,  aged  eighty-seven. 

There  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clark  ten  chil- 
dren, seven  of  whom  are  living,  tlic  eldest  of  whom 
a  daughter,  Vinnie,  is  the  wife  of  Albert  Brown,  a 
farmer  of  Garfield  Township;  Josephine,  Rachel, 
Anna,  Hattie,  Alary  and  Charlie  remain  under  the 
home  roof;  Idia,  born  May  14,  1869,  died  Aug.  12, 
1871;  an  infant,  unnamed,  born  Aug.  22, 1 88,2,  died 
Sept.  4,  1882;  Jennie,  born  Dec.  30,  1887,  died 
March  4,  1889. 

E.  SPOHR.  This  prominent  and 
1  German  farmer,  is  making  good 
financially,  on  a  well-regulated 
homestead,  situated  about  five  miles  southwest  of 
Manhattan,  on  section  31.  in  what  is  known  as  the 
"Moehlman  Bottoms,"  in  Manhattan  Township. 
His  improvements  are  first-chiss,  consisting  of  a 
comfortable  dwelling,  a  good  barn  and  all  the  neces- 
sary outbuildings,  with  a  fine  large  orchard,  and  tlie 
land  has  been  as  carefully  cultivated  as  most  gard- 
ens. The  proprietor  is  a  man  nearly  six  feet  tall, 
of  rugged  frame,  quiet,  and  undemonstrative  in 
manner,  but  one  who  wields  a  marked  influence 
among  his  countrymen  in  this  region.  He  is  very 
intelligent,  industrious  and  progressive,  and  a  man 
who  has  been  no  unimportant  factor  in  the  growth 
and  development  of  Riley  County. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  Dec.  18,  1841, 
in  the  Kingdom  of  Hanover,  Germany,  and  is  the 
son  of  Ludwig  and  Julia  (Lockeman)  Spohr,  who 
were  likewise  of  pure  German  stock,  and  spent  their 
entire  lives  upon  their  native  soil.  The  father 
fought  against  the  first  Napoleon  in  the  Prussian 
army.  The  parental  family  consisted  of  nine  chil- 
dren, the  eldest  of  whom,  a  son,  Louis,  married  Miss 
Louisa  AV.agner,  and  is  a  merchant  of  Rochester,  N. 
Y.:  Augusta  died  in  Germany;  Louisa  and  .Vmelia 
are  still  living  there;  Gustave  E.  was  the  fuurtii  in 


order  of  birth;  Dorothy,  now  Mrs.  Cuelle,  still  lives 
in  Germany;   three  died  in  childhood. 

Young  Spohr  emigrated  to  America  witli  his  un- 
cle when  a  lad  of  fourteen  years,  landing  in  New 
York  City  in  1855,and  at  Rochester,  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  Frost  &  Co.,  nurserymen,  witli  whom  he  re- 
mained until  after  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War. 
That  same  year  he  enlisted  as  a  Union  soldier  in 
Company  C,  13th  New  York  Infantrj',  and  was  pro- 
moted step  by  step  until  he  was  mustered  out  in  1863 
as  Second  Lieutenant.  He  participated  in  the  first 
battle  of  Bull  Run,  and  was  at  Antietam, Fredericks- 
burg, Gaines  Mills,  and  the  siege  of  Yorktown.  At 
Gaines  Mills  he  was  wounded  by  a  canister  shot  in 
the  back  of  his  neck,  and  was  also  shot  in  the  left 
heel  after  being  repulsed  on  a  charge  in  one  of 
Longstreet's  battles.  At  Fredericksburg  he  was 
shot  through  the  left  side,  breaking  the  two  lower 
ribs.  Upon  his  recovery  he  received  his  honorable 
discharge,  and  repaired  to  Ft.  Leavenworth,  Kan., 
where  he  remained  a  few  months  as  a  military  store- 
keeper. At  the  expiration  of  this  time,  he  recrossed 
the  Atlantic  and  visited  six  months  among  the 
friends  and  associates  of  his  childhood.  L^pon  re- 
turning to  America,  he  resumed  operations  as  a 
store-keeper  at  Benton  Barracks  near  St.  Louis,  Mo., 
where  he  remained  tlrtee  months,  and  later  was  at 
Ewing's  headquarters  the  same  length  of  time,  hav- 
ing charge  of  the  public  buildings  occupied  by  ref- 
ugees from  the  South.  Later,  returning  to  New 
York  State,  he  engaged  in  farming  in  the  vicinity 
of  Rochester  two  years. 

Going  now  to  Missouri,  Mr.  Spohr  rented  a  farm 
in  St.  Charles  County,  which  he  operated  until 
1871.  In  the  spring  of  that  year  he  came  to  North- 
era  Kansas  and  purchased  the  150  .acres  of  land 
comprising  his  present  farm.  He  proceeded  with 
its  improvement  and  cultivation  until  1864,  then 
returning  to  Missouri,  associated  himself  with  a 
partner,  and  under  the  firm  name  of  Sinclair  & 
Spohr  conducted  a  store  of  general  merchandise. 
Then  selling  out^  he  returned  to  his  farm,  where  he 
has  since  remained. 

In  St.  Charles  Count}-,  Mo.,  Mr.  Spohr  was  mar- 
ried April  25,  1866.  to  Miss  Minnie,  daughter  of 
Rudolph  and  Margaretta  Moentmanii.  This  lady 
was  born  Aug.  29.  1849,  in   St.   Charles,   Mo.,   and 
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of  her  union  with  our  subject  there  are  now  Jiving 
nine  children,  viz:  Louis  H.,  Herman  G.,  EmmaE., 
Bertha  J.,  Louisa  M.,  Minnie  W.,  Amelia  H.,  Julia, 
and  George.  Emil.  the  eighth  child,  died  when  six 
years  old. 

Upon  becoming  a  naturalized  citizen,  Mr.  Spohr 
joined  the  Republican  party,  and  lias  been  active  in 
its  councils  in  this  section,  officiating  as  a  delegate 
to  the  County  Conventions,  and  otherwise  making 
himself  useful  in  its  deliberations.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber in  good  standing  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and 
is  interested  in  the  cause  of  education.  He  has 
served  as  a  member  of  the  School  Board  in  his  dis- 
trict, and  is  generally  interested  in  those  projects 
tending  to  the  moral  and  social  advancement  of  his 
fellow-citizens.  Socially,  he  belongs  to  Manhattan 
Lodge  No.  16,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  also  to  Post  No.  100, 
G.  A.  R.,  at  Manhattan.  In  addition  to  the  build- 
ings which  he  has  erected,  he  has'planted  fruit  trees 
in  abundance,  having  a  fine  apple  orchard  set  out 
with  various  varieties  of  this  almost  indispensable 
fruit,  besides  pears,  cherries,  and  the  smaller  fruits. 

J'  OHN  LAVERENTZ.  The  results  of  patient 
industry  are  finely  illustrated  in  the  subject 
of  this  notice,  who  began  in  life  not  only 
without  means,  but  in  debt.  He  is  now  the 
owner  of  a  valuable  farm,  comprising  160  acres  of 
improved  land  on  section  29,  Independence  Town- 
ship, which  he  took  up  on  a  liomestead  claim,  and 
which  lay  in  its  original  state,  just  as  the  Indians 
had  left  it.  It  now  presents  a  picture  of  one  of 
the  most  beautiful  estates'  in  the  township,  embel- 
lisiied  with  a  fine  residence,  a  good  barn  and  other 
convenient  and  necessary  outbuildings,  including  a 
stable,  hog-house  and  chicken-house,  all  built  of 
stone.  There  is  an  orchard  of  200  apple  trees  in 
good  bearing  condition,  twentj'-flve  cherry  trees, 
and  a  considerable  amount  of  the  smaller  fruit  trees 
and  grape  vines.  Mr.  Laverentz  makes  a  spec- 
ialty of  live  stock,  having  about  thirty-five  head 
of  cattle,  100  head  of  swine,  five  good  farm  horses, 
a  small  flock  of  sheep,  and  250  chickens.  The 
cnlii'i'  fnrm  is  cnchised  witli  osage  orange  hedge 
and    in    llu'    suuinier    liniu,  especially,  presents    a 


charming  appearance.  The  proprietor  is  a  leader 
among  the  German  element  of  his  community — a 
class  which  has  rendered  efficient  service  in  develop- 
ing the  outlying  land,  and  assisting  in  the  general  ad- 
vancement and  prosperity  of  Washington  County. 

The  native  place  of  Mr.  Laverentz  was  in  the 
Grand  Duchy  of  Oldenburg,  Germany,  where  he 
was  born  Oct.  21.  1841.  His  parents,  Mathine  and 
Margaret  (Focka)  Laverentz,  were  likewise  natives 
of  that  Province  where  they  were  reared,  and  lived 
thereafter.  The  father  died  in  1854.  The  mother 
is  still  living,  and  has  arrived  at  the  advanced  age 
of  eighty-two  years.  They  were  the  parents  of  six 
children,  of  whom  John  was  the  eldest  born.  He 
was  given  a  good  education  in  the  common  schools, 
and  remained  under  the  home  roof  until  a  youth  of 
eighteen  years.  He  then  determined  to  seek  his 
fortunes  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  and  upon 
his  arrival  in  America,  came  directly  to  this  State, 
of  which  lie  has  since  been  a  resident,  and  with  the 
exception  of  the  time  spent  in  the  army,  has  been 
engaged  in  farming  pursuits. 

Mr.  Laverentz,  in  1863,  enlisted  .as  a  soldier  of 
the  Union  army,  in  Company  D,  10th  Kansas  In- 
fantry, and  served  vvith  his  regiment  until  the 
close  of  the  war.  He  was  mustered  in  at  Leaven- 
worth as  a  recruit,  and  joined  his  regiment  in  Ala- 
bama. He  took  an  active  part  in  the  battle  at 
Montgomery,  but  spent  the  greater  part  of  his  term 
of  service  in  scouting  through  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama. He  endured  many  of  the  hardships  and  pri- 
vations incident  to  a  soldier's  life,  but  escaped 
without  injury,  was  never  iu  the  hospital,  and  was 
alwaj'S  able  to  report  for  duty.  After  the  war  was 
ended,  he  was  given  an  honorable  discharge  in  Sep- 
tember, 1865. 

Upon  retiring  from  the  service,  Mr.  Lavereniz 
returned  to  Doniphan  County,  this  State,  where  he 
remained  until  1870,  and  that  year  changed  his 
residence  to  Washington  County.  In  the  mean- 
time he  was  married,  July  4,  1868,  to  Miss  Lizzie, 
daughter  of  William  and  Lena  (Deahn)  Jenicke, 
who  were  both  natives  of  Mecklenburg.  Germany, 
where  Mrs.  Laverentz  was  born,  Feb.  15,  1848. 
Siie  was  the  eldest  child  of  her  parents,  and  was 
given  an  excellent  education.  When  thirteen  years 
old  the  family  emigrated   lu  America,   and   settled 
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first  in  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  where  they  lived  five  years. 
They  removed  to  Doniphan  County,  this  State, 
where  the^'  sojourned  tliree  years,  and  thence  came 
to  Washinoton  County,  where  Mr.  Jenit-ke  departed 
this  life,  in  1873.  Tiie  mother  is  still  living,  mak- 
ing her  liome  with  John  Laverentz,  in  Hanover, 
Knn.  They  were  the  parents  of  four  eiiildren,  of 
whom  Mrs.  Laverentz  was  the  eldest  born. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Laverentz  are  the  parents  of  four 
daughters,  namely:  Emma,  Hilda,  Nellie,  and  Lil- 
lie.  Both  are  members  in  good  standing  of  the 
(icrman  Lutheran  Cliurch,  attending  services  at 
Hanover.  Mr.  Laverentz  has  officiated  asi  Trustee. 
He  is  conservative  in  politics,  voting  independ- 
ently, and  aiming  to  support  tlie  man  whom  he 
considers  best  qualified  for  office.  He  has  officiated 
as  Road  Overseer  for  a  number  of  years,  and  dur- 
ing nearly  the  whole  time  of  his  residence  in  Inde- 
pendence Township,  has  been  the  Treasurer  of 
School  District  No.  70.  The  school-house  is  situ- 
ated on  his  farm.  Socially,  Mr.  Laverentz  is  a 
member  of  Lodge  No.  15.5,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  at  Hanover. 
He  was  at  one  time  a  member  of  the  (4.  A.  R. 

^I^UGENE  C.  WILSON,  former  Postmaster 
m)  of  Clay  Center,  is  one  of  the  oldest  resi- 
/r— ^  dents  of  this  place,  having  come  here  in 
1874.  when  it  was  but  an  embryo  town.  He  was 
liorn  in  Theresa,  Jefferson  Co..  N.  Y.,  March  4, 
1.S42,  and  is  thus  api)roaciiing  the  forty-eighth  year 
of  his  age.  He  lived  there  until  the  outbreak  of 
the  Civil  War,  attending  both  the  village  and  High 
School,  and  being  carefully  trained  b^-  his  excel- 
lent parents  to  habits  of  industry  and  sentiments  of 
honor. 

The  inl)orn  patriotism  of  young  Wilson  would 
not  permit  iiim  to  stand  idly  b}'  while  his  friends 
and  acquaintances  were  joining  tiie  Union  army, 
and  he  accordingly  enlisted  in  Company  F,  10th 
New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  and  served  in  the 
eastern  fortifications  at  Washington,  with  a  regi- 
ment 2,600  strong.  They  were  stationed  there  one 
year.  Mr.  Wilson  occupying  the  post  of  gunner,  at 
wliich  he  became  an  expert.  The  repeated  con- 
cussions   finally   nearly    destroyed   liis  hearing  and 


he  was  obliged  to  withdraw  from  the  service.  Upon 
his  partial  recovery  a  few  months  later,  he  went 
to  Chicago,  111.,  and  re-enlisted  in  Company  E,  Utii 
Illinois  Cavalry,  which  was  assigned  to  the  Army 
of  the  Tennessee,  and  operated  in  Mississippi,  Ala- 
bama and  Arkansas.  Mr.  Wilson  participated  in 
forty-four  different  engagements,  and  remained 
with  this  regiment  until  it  was  mustered  out  at 
Selma,  Ala.,  in   1865. 

Returning  to  Jefferson  County.  N.  Y.,  Mr.  Wil- 
son remained  there  for  a  time,  then  repairing  to  La- 
peer County.  Mich.,  engaged  in  the  mercantile  bus- 
iness at  Hadley.  and  later  established  a  branch  store 
in  Linden,  Tenn.,  which  he  operated  for  years. 
In  1869  he  crossed  the  Mississippi  and  sojourned 
for  a  brief  time  in  Kansas  City  and  Ft.  ^cott, 
where  he  officiated  as  State  agent  for  the  different 
companies,  putting  up  bridges  through  Missouri 
and  Kansas.  The  first  structure  was  laid  across  the 
Republican  River,  and  another  was  built  at  Con- 
cordia. In  1874  a  company  of  men  was  organized 
to  engage  in  the  manufacture  of  brick  at  Clay 
Center,  and  Mr.  Wilson  joined  them  and  subse- 
quently operated  as  a  contractor.  In  pursu- 
ance of  this  business  he  had  a  hand  in  building 
nearly  all  of  the  permanent  brick  structures  in  the 
city,  and  was  thus  engaged  until  a  3'ear  after  his 
appointment  as  Postmaster,  his  commission  dating 
from  April  22,  1886.  He  qualified  on  May  1,  and 
discharged  the  duties  of  the  office  with  credit  to 
himself  and  satisfaction  to  all  concerned. 

After  assuming  charge  of  the  post-office,  Mr. 
Wilson  acquired  an  interest  in  the  post-office  book 
and  stationery  stand,  with  which  he  remained  con- 
nected a  year,  then  withdrew  to  give  his  atten- 
tion fully  to  his  official  duties.  He  has  a  farm 
of  eighty  acres  adjoining  the  town  limits,  and  a 
snug  home  only  six  minutes  walk  from  his  place  of 
business.  He  has  very  little  to  do  with  politics, 
simply  voting  with  the  Democratic  part}-,  and  so- 
cially belongs  to  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 

The  marriage  of  Eugene  C.  Wilson  and  Miss 
Maggie  J.  Purvis,  of  Clay  Center,  took  place  .at 
the  bride's  home.  May  17, 1873.  The  five  children 
born  of  this  union  are  all  living,  and  are  uamcd 
respectively,  By rou  C,  Clarence  S..  Blanche,  (Jrace 
•mil    Bertie.       Mrs.    Wilson    was    born    in    Beaver 
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County.  P:i.,  May  28.  184;'),  and  is  the  daughter  of 
Samuel  Purvis,  who  came  to  Kansas  when  quite 
young.  She  is  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  of  which  Mr.  Wilson  is  a 
regular  attendant,  and  which  he  assists  in  support- 
ing. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  Suel  Wilson,  who 
was  born  in  New  York  State  in  1809,  and  labored 
as  a  general  mechanic  during  his  younger  years. 
Later  he  conducted  a  hotel  in  .Jefferson  County, 
where  he  spent  his  last  days. 


C^^^ORMAN  HILL,  a  veteran  of  seventy-five 
years  and  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 
Goshen  Township,  is  a  fine  t^'pe  of  the  gen- 
uine New  Englander  who  left  his  native  hills  early 
in  life,  casting  his  fortunes  with  the  people  of  the 
Western  frontier.  Me  was  born  in  Springfield. 
Mass.,  but  when  nine  years  old  went  to  Bennington 
County,  Vt.,  with  one  Mr.  Flowers  who  had  taken 
him  to  raise,  as  his  father,  .Jonathan  Hill,  had  died 
when  he  was  a  little  lad  of  four  years.  His  mother, 
Mrs.  Nancy  (Benedict)  Hill  spent  her  last  years  in 
Connecticut. 

Young  Hill  continued  a  resident  of  the  Greep 
Mountain  State  until  1847,  and  was  married  there 
to  Sarah  A.  Wilder  who  was  born  in  that  State  and 
was  the  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Lavina  (Howard) 
Wilder  who  spent  their  last  daj^s  in  New  York. 
The  newly  wedded  pair  soon  after  their  marriage 
emigrated  to  Illinois,  settling  in  McHenrj'  County 
where  the}'  liyed  until  1^70,  Mr.  Hill  being  en- 
gaged in  farming.  Not  being  contented  with  his 
condition  or  with  his  prospects  he  now  resolved 
upon  seeking  the  farther  West  and  coming  to  Clay 
County,  Kan.,  homesteaded  160  acres  of  land  where 
he  now  lives. 

When  first  coming  here  Mr.  Hill  could  go  across 
the  prairie  to  Clay  Center,  without  seeing  a  single 
fence  and  but  few  houses.  The  pioneers  chiefly 
lived  in  shanties  and  dugouts.  Wild  animals  were 
plentiful,  including  deer,  antelope  and  wolves,  the 
latter  of  which  would  howl  around  the  house  at 
night  and  .sometimes  follow  a  team  for  some  dis- 
tance.    Chiv  Center  was  then  but   a  more    trading 


post.  When  Mr.  Hill  arrived  here  he  had  a  team 
of  two  horses  and  a  wagon  with  a  few  household 
goods.  He  made  the  trip  overland  from  Illinois 
and  spent  the  first  winter  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Pickett,  who  had  located  here. 

In  the  spring  of  1871,  Mr.  Hill  fashioned  a  dug- 
out in  which  he  lived  with  his  little  family  a  couple 
of  years  and  tiien  put  up  his  present  residence.  He 
h.is  eighty-five  acres  of  land  in  a  good  state  of 
cultivation  and  the  balance  in  pasture  and  meadow. 
In  1 884,  lie  removed  to  Clay  Center  where  he  has 
residence  property  and  lived  there  until  the  spring 
of  1889.  He  then  returned  to  the  farm  whose  pur- 
suits and  associations  are  more  congenial.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hill  have  five  children  living,  namely:  Al- 
fred A.,  George  M.  Harriet  A.,  the  wife  of  Samuel 
Elliott  of  Junction  City,  Frank  N.  and  Clara  M.; 
the  latter  the  wife  of  Joshua  Pumphrey  of  Clay 
Center.  Charles  L.  and  Sarah  J.  died  at  the  ages 
of  twenty  years  and  eight  months  respectively-. 
Charles  during  the  Civil  War  served  as  a  Union 
soldier  in  Company  K,  141st  Illinois  Infantry,  and 
his  father  preserves  with  tender  care  a  certificate 
from  President  Lincoln,  showing  him  to  have  been 
a  faithful  and  valiant  soldier.  His  death  which  oc- 
curred in  1868,  was  the  result  of  exposure  and_ 
hardship  during  his  army  life.  The  Hill  family, 
politically,  goes  solid  Republican. 


^#^ 


(|l  |)ARD  DALRYMPLE,  one  of  the  leading 
\^i  farmers  of  Little  Blue  Township.  Wasli- 
\^/sf/  ington  County,  is  pleasantly  located  on 
section  3.  His  estate  comprises  240  acres,  which  is 
well  improved  and  devoted  to  farming  and  stock- 
raising.  Mr.  Dalrymple  is  quite  well-off,  and  his 
possessions  are  the  result  of  his  own  efforts,  as  he 
started  in  life  poor.  He  is  not  only  one  of  the 
leading  farmers  of  his  township,  but  is  a  man  who 
stands  high  in  the  regard  of  his  fellow-citizens. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Morrow  County,  Ohio. 
Feb.  10,  1845,  and  is  the  fifth  in  a  family  of  eight 
children  born  to  James  and  Eliza  (Hazen)  Dalrym- 
ple. For  further  notice  of  his  parents  see  sketch  of 
Brice  Dalrymple.  When  four  years  of  age  his  par- 
ents  went   to   Kosciusko  Count}-,  Ind.,  where  they 
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rejnainefl  until  he  was  fourteen  years  of  age.  The}- 
then  removed  to  the  Territor}-  of  Kansas,  and  set- 
tled in  what  is  now  Washington  County.  Mr.  DaL 
rymple  may,  therefore,  be  considered  a  pioneer  of 
this  county,  where  his  life  has  been  spent  since  the 
year  1859.  In  j'outh  and  early  manhood  he  wit- 
nessed and  participated  in  the  privations  and  toils 
of  frontier  life.  Having  arrived  at  years  of  ma- 
turity he  took  up  a  liomestead  of  160  acres,  to 
whieli  he  later  added  by  purchase,  bringing  his  es- 
tate up  to  tiie  amount  mentioned  at  the  beginning  of 
this  sketch.  The  discipline  of  his  early  years  has 
developed  the  sterling  qualities  of  his  character,  and 
the  powers  of  observation  which  are  so  necessary  to 
tlie  success  of  an  agriculturist. 

Miss  Mary  Furgason.  of  this  county,  won  the  re- 
gard of  Mr.  Dahymple,  and  the  rites  of  wedlock 
between  them  was  celebrated  April  25,  1875.  Mrs- 
Dairy  m  pie  was  born  in  Pawnee  County,  Neb.,  in 
1855,  and  is  a  daughter  of  George  C.  and  Kate 
(Wiliinian)  Furgason.  Slie  has  borne  her  husband 
five  cliildren,  named  respectively:  Lectie,  Kate, 
Belle,  Annie  and  Henry.  Mr.  Dalrymple  is  not  an 
active  politician,  but  is  devoted  to  the  principles  of 
the  Republican  party. 


J|0SP:PH  MOSES, 
I  ly-respected  resid 
I  ship,  Riley  Count 
'    dum  of  Bohemia, 


late  a  well-to-do  and  high- 
resident  of  Swede  Creek  Town- 
intj',  was  born  in  the  Kiiig- 
iv^/'  aum  oi  i^ouemia,  Austria,  in  the  year  1853, 
and  departed  this  life  at  his  homestead  in  the 
above-mentioned  township,  Oct.  10,  1889.  He 
ciime  to  America  with  his  parents  wiien  a  boy,  and 
they  settled  at  once  in  Blue  Rapids  Township, 
Marshall  Co.,  Kan.,  where  they  acquired  land  and 
became  well-to-do.  The  parents  were  Joseph  and 
Paulina  Moses,  tlie  former  of  whom  is  deceased. 
The  latter  is  still  residing  at  the  old  homestead, 
and  is  about  seventy -six  years  old.  She  is  the 
owner  of  400  acres  of  land,  and  is  surrounded  by 
all  the  comforts  of  life — a  lady  highly  respected 
and  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  There 
were  born  to  her  and  her  husband  six  children,  the 
eldest  of  whom,  a  daughter,  Mary,  died  when  about 


thirty-six  years  old.  Michael  and  Katie  are  resi- 
dents of  Marshall  County,  this  State;  Joseph  was 
the  fourth  child ;  Peter  and  Dwight  are  living  in 
Marshall  County. 

Young  Moses  soon  after  coming  to  America, 
being  then  a  lad  of  fifteen  years,  commenced  work- 
ing out,  turning  over  his  earnings  to  his  father 
until  reaching  his  majority.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
four  years  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Betty  Warders,  and  the  young  ])eople  commenced 
the  journey  of  life  together  without  other  means  or 
resources  than  those  which  nature  had  bestowed 
upon  them.  Prior  to  this  time  Mrs.  Moses  had 
made  her  home  with  her  uncle,  the  Hon.  J.  B. 
Webster,  and  with  him  they  resided  until  the  1st 
of  April,  1882.  They  then  removed  to  the  tract  of 
land  which  Mr.  Moses  had  previously  purchased, 
and  commenced  in  true  pioneer  style  to  biiild  up  a 
homestead.  The  story  of  the  years  wiiich  followed 
has  often  been  detailed  in  the  lives  of  those  who 
began  at  the  foot  of  the  ladder  in  Northern  Kansas, 
and  whose  industry  and  patience  resulted  in  the 
accumulation  of  a  comfortable  property. 

Mr.  Jloses  in  the  course  of  time  added  to  his 
real  estate,  and  left  to  his  widow  333  acres  of  well- 
improved  land,  all  in  one  body,  and  beautifully 
situated  on  the  Big  Blue  bottoms.  It  is  watered 
by  seven  springs,  all  fenced  and  100  acres  under 
the  plow.  The  buildings,  without  being  preten- 
tious, are  all  that  is  necessary  for  the  comfort  of 
the  family,  the  shelter  of  stock  and  the  storage  of 
grain.  The  farm  is  chiefly  devoted  to  the  raising 
of  graded  cattle  and  Poland-China  swine;  two 
teams  are  used  in  its  operations,  which  have  always 
been  conducted  in  tlie  systematic  manner  whicii 
seldom  fails  of  success.  Mr.  Moses  was  a  man 
popular  in  his  community,  and  exercised  a  marked 
influence  in  political  affairs,  being  a  stanch  sup- 
l)orter  of  the  Democratic  partj-.  In  religion  he 
was  born  and  reared  a  Lutheran,  and  to  the  doc- 
trines of  this  church  faithfully  .adhered.  Mrs. 
Moses  is  a  lady  more  than  ordinaril}-  intelligent, 
keeping  herself  well  informed  in  regard  to  topics  of 
general  interest,  and  fully  sympathized  with  her 
husband  in  his  political  views.  There  was  born  to 
them  only  one  child,  a  son.  Willie.   Dec.    17.  1877. 

Mrs.  Betty  (Warders)  Moses  was  born  in  Owens- 
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ville,  Kjr.,  Dec.  18.  1858,  and  is  tlie  daughter  of 
William  and  Maiy  J.  (Wells)  Warders,  wlio  were 
likewise  natives  of  Bath  County,  that  State.  The 
maternal  orandfather  was  Thomas  Wells,  a  native 
of  Bath  County  and  a  farmer,  who,  in  1859,  emi- 
grated overland  to  the  Territory  of  Kansas,  settling 
in  Wells  Township,  Marshall  County,  joining  his 
son  John,  who  had  preceded  him  to  this  region 
several  years,  and  was  the  first  settler  on  the  Ver- 
million River.  He  homesteaded  laud,  from  which 
he  improved  a  farm,  and  became  the  owner  of  sev- 
eral hundred  acres,  and  he  resided  here  until  the 
death  of  his  wife,  in  1886,  after  which  he  made  his 
home  with  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Webster,  until  his 
demise,  which  occurred  in  1 888.  His  wife,  Amanda 
(Warring)  Wells,  was  likewise  a  native  of  Bath 
County,  Ky.,  and  died  in  1886. 

William  Warders,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Moses,  was 
reared  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and  owned  a  small 
farm  in  Bath  County,  Ky.  In  December,  1875,  he 
sold  out  and  removed  to  Marshall  County,  this 
State,  with  the  intention  of  locating  land,  but  he 
was  taken  suddenly  ill,  and  died  nine  days  after 
reaching  his  destination,  at  the  home  of  his  father- 
in-law,  Thomas  Wells.  He  was  cut  down  in  his 
prime,  being  only  foi'ty  four  years  old.  He  had 
never  succeeded  in  acquiring  wealth,  but  was  a 
good  man  in  the  broadest  sense  of  the  term,  kind 
to  his  family,  hospitable  to  his  neighbors,  and  uni- 
versally respected  wherever  known. 

There  were  born  to  the  parents  of  Mrs.  Moses 
eight  children,  viz.:  Jackson  F.,  a  farmer,  residing 
near  Bigelow,  Marshall  County;  Susan  B.,  who 
died  when  about  twenty-nine  years  old;  Betty; 
Frances,  Mrs.  Plummer,  of  Arizona;  Molly,  Mrs. 
Wilburn;  John  T.,  Charles  E.,  these  three  residents 
of  Bigelow;  and  James  W.,  who  makes  his  home 
with  liis  sister  Betty,  Mrs.  Moses.  INIrs.  Mary  J. 
(Wells)  Warders  died  in  1872.  Mrs.  Moses  at- 
tended merely  a  subscription  school  during  her 
childhood,  only  receiving  limited  advantages.  She, 
however,  was  more  than  ordinarily  bright  and 
thoughtful  as  a  maiden,  and  improved  every 
opportunity  for  reading  and  study  at  home,  as 
likewise  she  has  in  later  years,  and  is  thus  thor- 
oughly well-informed,  and  a  lady  with  whom  an 
hour  ma^'  always  be  sjjent   in  a  pleasant  and  [)ro- 


fitable  manner.  She  came  to  Marshall  County, 
Kan.,  in  1875,  arriving  at  Irving  on  the  llth  of 
March,  and  after  living  a  little  over  two  years  with 
her  uncle,  Mr.  Webster,  was  united  in  marriage, 
March  25,  1877,  witii  Mr.  Moses.  She  proved  a 
suitable  pjirtner  to  her  husband,  assisting  him 
greatly  in  his  labors  and  his  worthy  ambition,  and 
to  her  was  largely  due  his  success. 

Fine  lithographic  portraits  of  Mr.  IMoses  and  his 
wife  are  shown  elsewhere  in  this  work. 


J^  LONZO  F.  DEXTER.  The  name  of  this 
f@0|    gentleman  is  intimately  associated  with  the 

I  IM>  inception  and  growth  of  the  city  of  Clay 
(^  Center,  he  being  one  of  its  earliest  settlers 

and  the  originator  of  the  Town  Lot  Company 
which  laid  out  the  place.  He  now  owns  the  water 
power  of  the  Republican  River,  equal  to  800-horse 
power,  and  having  at  the  present  time  two  125  and 
a  75-horse  power  wheel  which  are  utilized  for  the 
grist  mill,  the  electric  light  and  the  transmission  of 
power  to  other  parts  of  the  town  by  cable.  Many 
other  leading  enterprises  have  likewise  found  a  firm 
friend  and  supporter  in  Mr.  Dexter  whose  chief 
aim  and  object  has  been  for  nearly  twenty  years  to 
make  Claj'  Center  one  of  the  leading  business 
points  of  Northern  Kansas. 

A  native  of  Windsor  County,  Vt.,  iNIr.  Dexter 
was  born  June  3,  1833.  but  only  lived  there  until 
his  parents  died,  going  then  to  New  Hampshire  to 
reside  with  his  married  sister.  Mrs.  John  Barker. 
His  father,  John  Dexter,  was  a  native  of  the  same 
county  and  born  about  1770.  He  married  Miss 
Betsey  Simonds  and  both  died  when  Alonzo  F. 
was  a  child,  the  mother  in  the  spring  and  the 
f.ather  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year.  After  that  the 
boy  lived  in  Grafton  County,  N.  H.,  witli  a  brother- 
in-law  until  ten  5'ears  old.  then  went  to  Lowell. 
Mass.,  with  his  brother  where  he  attended  school. 
Later  he  became  an  inra.ate  of  the  home  of  John 
Tyler  with  whom  he  remained  three  years,  still 
pursuing  his  studies,  mostly  during  the  winter 
season. 

Going  back  now  to  Windsor  County  young  Dex- 
ter remained  there  until  a  youth  of  sixteen  years. 
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Later  he  lived  in  Lowell  two  j'eais,  anrl  the  two  years 
following  lie  spent  in  West  Lebanon,  N.  II.  At  the 
expiration  of  this  time,  leaving  New  England,  lie 
emigrated  to  Henderson  County,  111.,  where  he  took  a 
river.boat  and  in  due  time  found  himself  in  the  city 
of  New  Orleans  whence  he  set  out  bj'  the  water  route 
to  California.  He  arrived  there  in  February,  1854. 
and  going  tu  Calaveras  County,  engaged  in  placer 
mining  and  ranching.  Next  he  went  to  the  mines 
of  Tuolumne  County  and  in  the  vicinity  of  Spring- 
field remained  until  1864,  operating  very  success- 
fully. In  the  meantime,  in  1862,  he  had  visited 
Kansas  and  located  the  town  site  of  Clay  Center,  and 
in  1864  he  came  hither  and  took  up  his  permanent 
abode. 

Mr.  Dexter  returned  from  California  equipped 
with  plenty  of  funds  and  in  examining  the  map 
and  searching  for  a  county  which  had  no  central 
town  he  finally  selected  Clay  County,  Kan.,  with 
the  intention  of  making  Clay  Center  the  county 
seat.  Clay  was  then  the  nearest  county  to  the 
Missouri  River  whose  lands  were  not  mostly  taken 
up  at  that  time.  He  purchased  about  3,600  acres 
and  in  1865  established  himself  here  as  a  perma- 
nent resident  and  devoted  himself  to  the  building 
up  of  the  town.  He  established  a  steam  sawmill 
in  1866  and  also  a  store  of  general  merchandise 
which  he  conducted  ten  years.  He  still  owns  the 
ground  on  each  side  of  the  Republican  River.  In 
October,  1875,  he  began  building  the  dam  on  the 
Republican  River,  opening  the  gates  and  grinding 
a  grist  for  the  first  time  with  water  power,  July  4, 
1876.  This  formed  a  very  appropriate  centennial 
celebration.  He  put  rollers  in  the  mill  in  1883. 
In  the  meantime  he  has  prosecuted  vigorously  the 
sale  of  iixty  lots  and  has  also  transacted  an  exten- 
sive business  in  grain.  The  water  power  has  also 
been  utilized  for  the  elevator. 

The  first  grain  shipped  from  Claj-  County  was 
sent  out  by  Mr.  Dexter,  also  the  first  car  load  of  flour 
ever  transported  over  the  Junction  City  &  Fort 
Kearney  Railroad — now  a  part  of  the  Union 
Pacific.  In  1886  Mr.  Dexter  put  in  four  dynamos 
of  the  Western  Electric  Light  Company  which  fur- 
nishes light  for  the  streets  and  business  houses,  lio- 
ttls  and  most  of  the  chnrches  of  the  city.  There  are 
eighty-four  arc  lights  in  use  and   350   incandescent 


lights,  all  operated  by  this  water  power.  As  the 
town  increases  in  size  and  importance  this  jjower 
will  cf)ntinue  to  prove  the  source  of  a  handsome 
income. 

The  marriage  of  Alonzo  F.  Dexter  and  Miss 
Emma  Dunbar  was  celebrated  in  Tuolumne  County, 
Cal.,  Oct.  8,  1862.  This  lady  was  born  in  Belfast, 
Me..  May  8,  1845,  and  in  1850  was  taken  by  her 
parents  to  East  Boston  whence  afterward  they  went 
to  California.  Of  this  union  there  was  born  one 
child  only  who  is  now  deceased.  On  account  of 
his  wife's  failing  health  Mr.  Dexter  took  her  to 
Southern  California  where  she  received  excel- 
lent care  and  treatment,  but  all  in  vain.  She  died 
at  Colton,  March  3,  1883.  Mr.  Dexter  politically, 
is  a  straight  Republican  and  is  recognized  by  his 
fellow  citizens  as  one  of  the  most  liberal  and 
public-spirited  men  in  their  midst.  He  possesses 
many  sterling  qualities  and  stands  high  both  in 
social  and  business  circles.  No  man  has  done  more, 
and  probably  no  one  man  as  much,  as  Mr.  Dexter 
in  giving  an  impetus  to  the  many  industries  in  and 
about  the  town  which  has  been  the  object  of  his 
fostering  care  for  so  man}'  years. 

lOHNA.  MURDOCK.  The  main  points  in 
the  historj-  of  this  highlj'  respected  resident 
||  of  Brantford  Township  are  essentially  as  fol- 
1^^  lows:  He  was  born  in  Middlesex  County, 
Mass..  July  17,  1843,  and  lived  there  until  a  lad 
twelve  years  of  age.  He  then  accompanied  his 
parents  to  >V'^aukesha  County.  Wis.,  where  he  be- 
came familiar  with  farming  pursuits  and  acquired 
a  practical  education  in  the  common  school.  He 
sojourned  there  until  a  man  of  twenty  six  years, 
then  coming  to  Kansas  homesteaded  160  acres  of 
wild  land  in  Brantford  Township,  filing  his  claim  in 
March,  1876. 

All  the  improvements  which  we  behold  to-day 
on  the  farm  of  Mr.  Miudock,  are  the  result  of  his 
industry  and  perseverance.  He  fenced  his  land,  cul- 
tivated the  soil,  planted  trees  and  erected  buildings 
and  is  now  in  possession  of  one  of  the  most  desirable 
homesteads  of  this  region.     There  were  only  about 
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eight  families  in  the  neighborhood  when  he  came 
here  and  the  country  around  bore  little  indication 
of  being  inhabited  by  white  men.  The  pioneers, 
however,  were  men  of  hardy  spirits  and  had  come 
to  stay,  prepared  for  every  emergency.  Mr.  Mur- 
doc'k  was  no  excei)tion  to  his  fellow-immigrants 
and  the  result  is  fullj-  shown  in  his  present  sur- 
roundings. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  traces  his  ancestry  to 
one  of  the  best  nationalities  on  the  face  of  the 
globe.  His  father,  James  Murdock,  was  of  Scotch 
birth  and  parentage  and  emigrated  from  the  Land  of 
the  Thistle  in  1841. when  ayoung  man.  His  tirststop- 
ping- place  was  Massachusetts  whence  he  emigrated 
about  1855,  to  Wisconsin.  He  lived  there  until 
1871,  then  coming  to  Kansas  lived  on  the  farm 
with  his  son  until  his  death,  in  1876.  The  mother, 
formerly  Miss  Agnes  McKinnen.  was  likewise  a  na- 
tive of  Scotland  and  died  in  Wisconsin,  in  1869. 

To  the  parents  of  our  subject  there  was  born  a 
family  of  ten  children,  four  of  whom  died  young. 
The  survivors  were  named  respectively,  John,  RLary, 
Flora,  Ellen,  William  and  James.  The  latter  during 
the  Civil  War  died  in  the  hospital  at  Nashville. 
Tenn.,  of  cholera.  Flora  married  Freeman  Hicks, 
and  died  at  Emporia,  Kan.,  in  August,  1887,  leav- 
ing three  children.  Mar^-  is  married  and  a  resident 
of  Illinois,  and  Ellen  is  married  and  lives  in  Wis- 
consin. One  brother,  AVilli.am,  is  the  Postmaster  at 
Clifton,  Kan. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  while  a  resident  of 
Kansas,  was  united  in  marriage  with  Mrs.  Hester 
R.  (Sharp)  Crammond,  Jan.  8.  1889.  She  had  one 
child,  Mabel,  by  her  first  husband.  Her  father, 
George  Sharp,  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  whence  he 
emigrated  to  America  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years, 
settling  in  Canada.  In  November,  1875.  he  came 
Kansas,  locating  in  Washington  County,  and  died 
in  January,  1879,  at  the  age  of  sixty-three  years. 
His  wife,  Louisa  Lake,  of  England,  emigrated  with 
an  uncle  to  Canada  when  a  child  of  seven  years, 
where  she  was  reared  to  womanhood  and  married 
to  Mr.  George  Sharp. 

children,  viz:  William  C,  Annie  J.,  Hester  R.,  Mar- 
garet E.,  George  F.,  Louisa  E.,  Dorcas  E.,  Charles 
S.  and  one  died  unnamed  ;  Eliza  and  Ferdinand  who 
died  in  Canada.     With  the   exception  of  Anna  J. 


who  is  in  Michigan,  the  others  are  residents  of  Kan- 
sas. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Murdock  are  devoted  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  Mr.  Mur- 
dock has  always  voted  the  Republican  ticket.  In 
1871  Mr.  Murdock  began  teaching  in  this  county 
and  taught  a  great  deal  of  the  time  up  to  1882,  be- 
sides carrying  on  his  farm — prior  to  coming  to 
Kansas  he  taught  three  years  in  Wisconsin.  He 
made  a  good  reputation  as  a  teacher,  and  is  one  of 
the  best  known  men  in  this  part  of  AYashington 
County.  He  has  held  every  office  in  the  township 
except  treasurer.  He  was  for  two  years  Justice  of 
the  Peace.    • 
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ACOB  F.  GUNDELFINGER.  one  of  the  ear- 
Township,  Wash- 
beautiful  home  within 
nded  by  all  that 
ample  means  and  refined  taste  can  supply.  He  is 
the  owner  of  1 .250  broad  acres  of  land,  a  portion 
of  which  he  homesteaded  during  the  period  when 
this  section  of  the  country  was  named  the  frontier. 
He  labored  in  true  pioneer  style  during  the  earlier 
years  of  his  residence  here,  exhibiting  that  per- 
severance and  industiy  which  is  indispensable  to 
success.  He  commenced  at  the  foot  of  the  ladder 
in  Kansas,  dependent  entirely  upon  his  own  re- 
sources, and  has  arisen  to  a  position  of  wealth  and 
influence  solely  by  his  own  unflagging  efforts.  The 
stately  and  imposing  modern  dwelling,  which,  with 
its  surroundings,  attracts  the  eye  of  the  p.assing 
traveler,  is  represented  by  a  fine  lithographic  en- 
graving on  another  page. 

Mr.  Gundelfinger,  like  all  men  of  note,  possesses 
some  peculiar  traits  of  character,  being  a  man  who 
cares  nothing  for  offices  or  honors,  but  h.as  been 
content  to  excel  as  a  tiller  of  the  snil  and  to  make 
farming  a  science  and  art.  He  is  a  man  of  fine 
tastes,  as  is  evinced  in  the  furnishing  of  his  house, 
which  is  simply  elegant.  Adjacent  to  the  dwelling 
is  a  large  stone  barn,  together  with  corn-cribs. 
She  bore  him  the  following  j  stables,  and  other  outbuildings,  while  there  is  an 
orchard  of  100  fruit  trees,  besides  fifty  grape  vines 
and  the  smaller  fruits.  As  a  breeder  of  fine  stock,  Mr. 
Gundelfinger  has  been  highly  successful,  having  at 
the    present   time  (1889)  125   head  of   swine.  140 
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head  of  cattle  and  thirteen  good  horses.     His  land    ! 
lies  on  the  cast  bank  of  the  Little  Blue  River,  and 
ioO  acres  are  under  the  plow. 

A  native  of  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Baden,  Ger- 
man}-,  Mr.  Gnndelfinger  was  born  Sept.  17,  1834, 
and  was  the  fiftli  in  a  family  of  nine  children,  the 
offspring  of  John  Frederick  and  Catherine(Schmidt) 
Gnndelfinger,  who  were  likewise  natives  of  Baden, 
the  father  being  born  in  1789.  The  latter  when  a 
youth  of  seventeen  years  was  drafted  into  the  Ger- 
man army,  in  which  he  served  nine  j'ears,  nearly- 
all  the  time  in  the  war  against  Napoleon  Bonaparte. 
He  took  part  in  all  the  great  battles  of  that  period  and 
was  present  at  Waterloo,  where  the  great  chieftain 
was  completely  overthrown.  Although  experiencing 
many  hairbreadth  escapes,  he  never  received  a 
wound,  and  after  leaving  the  army  drew  a  pension 
from  the  German  Government  during  his  lifetime. 
He  was  a  commissioned  ofBcer,  and  as  such  received 
his  honorable  discharge.  He  departed  this  life,  in 
his  native  Province,  in  1852.  The  mother  spent 
her  last  years  in  Iowa,  passing  away,  in  1877,  at 
the  home  of  one  of  her  children. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  a  good  com- 
mon-school education  in  his  native  tongue,  and 
when  nineteen  years  of  age  determined  upon  emi- 
grating to  America.  After  a  safe  ocean  voyage, 
he  landed  in  New  York  City,  and  proceeded  thence 
directly  to  Jackson  County,  Iowa,  where  he  was 
emi)loyed  on  a  farm  for  six  years.  In  1860,  he 
left  the  Hawkeye  State,  and  coming  to  Kansas,  set- 
tled upon  a  portion  of  his  present  farm  before  the 
homestead  law  had  been  put  in  operation.  In  1863, 
he  duly  entered  160  acres,  and  being  prosperous 
from  the  start  in  its  cultivation  and  improvement, 
added  to  his  landed  possessions  until  he  has  what 
we  now  behold.  Prior  to  coming  to  Kansas,  ho 
was  married,  Dec.  2,  1858,  to  Miss  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  Elijah  D.ay,  then  a  resident  of  Jo  Da- 
viess County,  111.  The  marriage  took  place  at  Sa- 
vanna, 111.  Of  this  union  there  were  born  eleven 
children,  five  of  whom  are  living,  viz:  Catherine, 
Caroline,  Celia,  John  and  Rosa.  The  children  have 
been  carefully  trained  and  educated,  and  two  of 
the  daughters,  Rosa  and  Celia,  are  young  ladies  of 
more  than  ordinary  talent,  particularly  in  music, 
being  fine  performers  on  the  organ.  Mrs.  Elizabeth 


Gnndelfinger  departed  this  life,  at  the  homestead 
in  Hanover  Township,  Aug.  29,  1885.  For  his  sec- 
ond wife  Mr.  Gundelfinger  married  Dora  Thomlin- 
son,  March  8,  1887.  They  were  divorced  Mai-ch 
18,  1889. 

Mr.  Gundelfinger,  upon  becoming  a  voting  citi- 
zen, identified  himself  with  the  Republican  party, 
of  whose  principles  he  has  since  been  a  stanch  sup- 
porter. He  is  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  and  a  man  wielding  a  sensi- 
ble influence  in  his  community.  His  persistent 
industry,  and  his  patience  in  meeting  all  the  diffi- 
culties of  life  which  have  beset  him,  has  developed 
within  him  tliat  strong  and  admirable  character  of 
of  which  the  world's  heroes  are  made,  and  who,  al- 
though perhaps  living  quietly  among  the  peaceful 
pursuits  of  ordinary  life,  set  forth  an  example 
which  is  well  worthy  of  emulation. 

TTO  BUCHHEIM.  Postmaster  at  Winkler's 
County,  also  conducts  a  gen- 
and  officiates  as  a  Notary  Public. 
As  maj-  be.  supposed  he  is  thus  one  of  the  leading 
citizens  of  the  place  and  one  of  its  most  prosperous 
business  men.  He  carries  a  well-selected  stock  of 
goods  and  enjoys  a  Incrative  and  steadily  increas- 
ing trade. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  the  Prov- 
ince of  Saxony,  Germany,  April  2,  1861,  and  is  the 
son  of  John  F.  and  Wilhelraina  (Pfuetze)  Buch- 
heim,  the  former  of  whom,  now  a  retired  farmer 
and  seventy-two  years  old,  remains  a  resident  of 
Ills  native  Germany  and  is  in  good  circumstances. 
The  paternal  grandmother  of  our  subject  lived  to 
be  ninety-one  years  old,  and  at  her  death  had 
ninety-one  children  and  grandchildren.  Mrs.  Wil- 
helmina  Buchheira  is  still  living  and  with  her  hus- 
band is  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  They 
were  the  parents  of  six  children,  viz:  Paulina,  Her- 
man, Julius,  Bertha,  Richard  ami  Otto.  Paulina 
died  unmarried  when  about  twenty-nine  or  thirty 
years  of  age. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  was  tiie  sixth  child  of 
his  parents  and  received  the  training  and  education 
common  to  the  youth  of  the  Fatherland.     He  was 
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taught  to  make  himself  useful  at  an  early  age  and 
acquired  those  habits  of  industr3'  and  frugality 
which  have  been  the  best  capital  with  which  he 
could  have  been  furnished.  When  about  nineteen 
years  old  he  entered  the  army  as  a  one-year  volun- 
teer, passing  an  examination  for  an  officer  in  the 
Reserves.  In  1 880  he  became  a  member  of  a  com- 
pany of  artillery,  wliich  was  stationed  ar  Metz,  on 
drill  duty.  After  tlie  expiration  of  his  term  of 
service  Mr.  Buchheim,  in  the  spring  of  1883,  set 
sail  for  America,  and  after  landing  in  the  city  of 
New  Yorlv,  made  his  way  directly  to  Kansas.  Com- 
ing to  Riley  County,  he  sojourned  two  weeks  at 
Winkler's  Mills,  then  proceeded  to  Trinidad,  Col., 
and  sojourned  in  that  region  until  the  fall  of  that 
same  year.  We  next  find  him  in'New  Mexico  mining 
and  prospecting,  and  he  afterward  went  to  Arizona. 
From  there  he  set  out  for  Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  via 
the  Southern  Pacific  Railroad,  and  at  San  Pedro 
took  the  steamer  "Santa  Rosa"  to  San  Francisco. 
There  he  embarked  on  the  steamer  "Queen  of  the 
Pacific"  and  a  few  days  later  found  him  in  Tacoma. 
Wash. 

During  his  wanderings  until  reaching  Los  An- 
geles, Mr.  Buchheim  had  been  accompanied  by  a 
friend,  but  at  that  point  the}'  became  separated  and 
did  not  meet  again  until  1885.  Mr.  Buchheim  re- 
mained in  Tacoma  a  little  over  one  month  and  fail- 
ing to  find  the  employment  he  desired,  returned  to 
San  P'rancisco.  and  tliereafter  was  engaged  as  a 
clerk  in  the  Prescott  House  for  thirteen  months. 
At  the  expiration  of  this  time,  desirous  of  increas- 
ing his  business  education,  he  applied  the  money 
tlius  earned  toward  tliis  end,  becoming  a  student  of 
the  Barnard  Business  College,  from  wliich  he  re- 
ceived a  diploma  six  months  later.  Then  return- 
ing to  the  Prescott  House,  he  assumed  iiis  old 
position,  and  later  was  employed  as  a  book-keeper 
at  Black's  Station,  Yolio,  Cal.,  and  while  thus  en- 
gaged his  long  lost  companion  came  to  him. 

The  two  friends  now  set  out  north  for  Redding, 
Cal.,  and  engaged  in  mining  until  February,  1886. 
They  then  purchased  the  right  to  320  acres  of  the 
C.  P.  Land  Grant  at  the  foot  of  Bear  Mountain. 
The  following  summer  Mr.  Buchheim  took  sub- 
contracts on  the  C.  &  O.  R.  R.,  and  in  December, 
1886,   set   sail   for    his   native   country.     After  a 


pleasant  visit  of  two  months  among  the  friends  and 
associates  of  his  childhood  he  came  back  to  Amer- 
ica, acompanied  by  a  brother  of  his  friend,  a  Mr. 
Winkler,  and  seeing  a  chance  for  a  good  Invest- 
ment, located  at  Winkler's  Mills,  Riley  County, 
purchasing  the  general  store  formerly  owned  by  R. 
Burke.  Since  then  he  has  confined  his  attention  to 
the  business  in  hand  with  uniform  success. 

On  tlie  14th  of  Mareli,  188',t,  occurred  the  mar- 
rai.age  of  Otto  Buchheim  and  Miss  Amelia  Winkler, 
at  the  bride's  home  in  Winkler's  Mills.  Mrs.  Buch- 
heim was  born  in  Riley  County,  this  State,  July 
30.  1866.  and  is  a  daughter  of  the  late  August 
Winkler.  The  latter  was  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers 
of  Kansas,  coming  to  it  during  its  Territorial  days, 
about  1858,  and  becoming  one  of  its  most  i>rosper- 
ous  and  prominent  citizens. 


J|[  ( )IIN  D.  IIINKLP2  is  the  owner  and  occupant 
|!  of  one  of  Washington  County's  well-tilled 
I,  farms.  His  homestead  comprises  160  acres 
f)    on  section  2,  Kimeo  Township.    The  place  is 

supplied  with  the  usual  improvements  made  by  an 
aorieulturist,  and  the  well-tilled  fields  show  its 
owner  to  be  a  thorough  farmer. 

Tiie  Hinkle  family  is  of  German  extraction,  sev- 
eral generations  having  been  born  in  the  Keystone 
State.  There  Joseph  Hinkle,  the  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  first  saw  the  light  in  Philadelpliia,  and 
from  that  State  he  removed,  in  1859,  to  Williams 
County,  Ohio.  He  was  a  miller  by  occupation.  His 
death  occurred  in  Ohio,  in  the  year  1861. 

Magdalene  Hinkle,  wife  of  Joseph  and  mother  of 
William  Hinkle,  whose  maiden  name  was  Streper, 
was  also  born  in  Philadelphia.  To  Joseph  and  Mag- 
dalene Hinkle  were  born  nine  children,  three  girls 
and  six  boys.  The  youngest.  William,  was  born 
in  Northampton  County.  Pa  ,  near  Easton.  in  the 
year  1818.  In  the  year  1845  William  Hinkle 
married  Elizabeth  Dixon,  of  the  same  county, 
wiiose  father  is  yet  living  at  the  extreme  old  age 
of  ninety-six  years. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  was  born  in 
Bucks  County,  Pa.,  Sept.  7. 1848,  and  is  the  second 
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ill  a  family  of  eight  children  born  to  William  and 
Klizabeth  (Dixon)  Hinkle.  His  father  was  a  native 
of  Pennsylvania,  liaving  been  born  near  Easlon. 
Dec.  !».  1818.  He  is  a  miller  by  trade,  and  is  now 
living  in  Hillsdale  County,  Mich.,  where  he  re- 
moved in  1862.  In  early  life  he  was  a  Democrat, 
hut  in  later  years  votes  only  for  such  men  and 
measures  as  meets  the  approval  of  his  conscience. 
He  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  LTnited  Breth- 
ren Church.  His  wife  was  also  a  native  of  the 
Keystone  State,  having  been  born  in  Northampton 
County,  March  18.  1821.  She  was  a  daughter  of 
John  Dickson,  a  native  and  resident  of  Penn- 
sj'lvania.  He  was  engaged  in  the  hotel  business  at 
Riegelsville,  though  in  early  life  he  was  an  agri- 
culturist. He  was  a  soldier  of  the  War  of  1812. 
The  mother  of  ovir  subject  was  a  member  of  the 
I'nited  Brethren  Church  up  to  the  time  of  her  death, 
which  occurred  Dec.  4,  1877.  The  family  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  William  Hinkle  were  named  respectively: 
Savannah,  John  D..  Henry  S.,  Cyrus  J.,  Mary  A., 
Ira  B.,  Charles  and  Carrie.  Ira  B.  was  born  Sept. 
23,  1841.  and  died  May  3,  1883.  Carrie  was  born 
May  24,  1863,  and  died  March  29,  1886;  the  other 
children  arc  still  living. 

John  D.  Hinkle  spent  his  boyhood  days  up  to  the 
age  of  thirteen  years  in  traveling  with  his  father  in 
different  parts  of  Indiana  and  Iowa.  Their  princi- 
pal home  during  that  period  was  in  Wabash 
County,  Ind.,  to  which  he  returned  at  the  age  of 
thirteen.  There  he  remained  about  twelve  months. 
a:.d  then  went  to  Hillsdale,  Mich.,  where  he  re- 
mained until  1869.  After  he  became  old  enough  to 
work  upon  a  farm  he  was  thus  employed.  At  the 
date  last  mentioned  he  went  to  the  North  Woods, 
^Mich.,  but  finding  no  inducement  to  remain  there 
he  started  to  Kansas  on  Jan.  11.  1870.  He  first 
settled  in  MontgomeryCounty,  but  on  July  1st  of 
the  same  year  changed  his  residence  to  this  county. 
He  took  a  quarter  section  of  land  under  the  Home- 
stead Act,  and  on  it  has  since  resided. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  wsis  celebrated  on 
the  4th  of  July,  187  4,  the  bride  being  Miss  S.ar.ah 
A.  Gnagy.  She  was  born  Nov.  5,  18.55,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Margaret  (Wright)  Gnagy, 
now  residents  of  Barnes  Township,  this  county. 
Her  father  is  of  German  extraction,  and  a  native  of 


Ohio.  He  has  been  a  resident  of  this  State  since 
1869.  Five  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hinkle.  The  fourth  child,  Alfred  H.,  was  re- 
moved from  them  by  death  when  he  Lacked  four 
days  of  being  two  years  and  four  months  old.  The 
survivors  are:  Charles  W.,  Elmer  C.  Oscar  F.  and 
Clara  E. 

Mr.  Hinkle  is  now  holding  the  office  of  School 
Treasurer  of  Kimeo  Township,  by  the  inhabitants 
of  which  he  is  respected  as  a  reliable  citizen  and 
most  worthy  man. 

j(j_^  IRAM  COOPER.  There  has  never  been  a 
period  in  the  history  of  this  country  when 
so  great  an  effort  has  been  made  to  perpetu- 
ate the  names  and  deeds  of  those  men  who 
have  assisted  in  its  growth  and  development.  The 
history  of  Kansas  is  one  teeming  with  events  of 
interest  and  those  who  first  ventured  upon  the 
frontier,  braving  hardships,  toils  and  dangers,  will 
long  be  held  in  grateful  remembrance.  Among 
them  the  name  of  Hiram  Cooper  can  scarcely  be 
effaced  from  the  annals  of  Clay  Township,  to  which 
be  came  before  the  Indians  had  left  the  country 
and  when  they  were  savage  and  troublesome.  He 
bore  his  share  of  the  hardships  and  privations  in- 
cident to  pioneer  life  and  exhibited  that  true  cour- 
age and  manliness  which  were  peculiar  to  the  men 
who  settled  here  at  that  time.  To  them  is  Clay 
County  indebted  for  her  present  position  in  this 
now  great  and  prdspi-iDus  t-oinnKmwealth. 

Hiram  Cooper  wn>  Imin  in  AlU-any  County,  N. 
Y.,  May  16.  182:'.  and  iK'iiavled  thi>  lifeat  his  home 
in  Sherman  Township,  Nov.  28,  1884.  His  parents 
were  natives  of  Maryland  and  New  York,  and  both 
went  to  Michigan  with  their  respective  families 
when  young  in  years,  where  they  grew  to  maturity 
and  were  married.  The  mother  died  in  Michigan; 
the  father  also  died  in  that  State.  The  paternal 
grandparents  were  Price  and  Lydia  (Chapman) 
Cooper,  natives  of  New  York  State.  In  tracing 
the  family  back  through  several  generations,  it  is 
found  that  they  came  originally  from  France  and 
located  in  New  York  State,  whence  tlieir  descen- 
dants scattered    to   different    parts  of   the  Union, 
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The  early  3'ears  of  Hiram  Cooper  were  spent  under 
the  parental  roof,  where  he  was  trained  to  habits 
of  thrift  and  industry  and  those  sentiments  of 
honor  which  followed  him  all  through  life.  He 
acquired  a  limited  education  in  the  common  school 
and  upon  approaching  manhood,  emigrated  to  tiie 
young  State  of  Michigan,  and  was  there  married  in 
Berrien  County,  to  Miss  Sarah  E.,  daughter  of 
Benjamin  Lakiii,  Aug.  20,  1843.  In  the  spring 
of  1864  they  came  to  Clay  County,  Kan.,  and 
Mr.  Cooper  liomesteaded  eighty  acres  of  the 
present  farm  and  later  purchased  another  eighty 
acres,  occupying  the  northeast  quarter  of  section 
20.  Their  first  house,  built  in  March,  1865,  was  a 
log  cabin  covered  with  dirt  and  in  that  they  lived 
for  about  seven  years,  at  the  expiration  of  which 
time  the  present  commodious  dwelling  was  erected. 
The  first  year  of  coming  to  this  section  tliey  were 
not  able  to  settle  upon  their  land  on  account  of  the 
Indians,  who  were  not  only  mischievous,  but  dan- 
gerous. In  September  of  the  year  above  mentioned, 
the  settlers  were  driven  to  Clay  Center  for  safety 
and  did  not  dare  to  return  until  the  following 
spring. 

In  tlie  summer  of  1865  Mrs.  Cooper  repaired 
to  Manhattan  and  purchased  material  for  a  Bag 
and  the  neighboring  ladies  got  together  and  as- 
sisted in  making  the  first  banner  of  stars  and 
stripes  that  floated  over  the  settlers  of  Sherman 
Township,  and  which  was  hoisted  on  the  morning 
of  July  4.  The  first  regular  celebration  held  in 
this  vicinity  was  in  1866.  In  tlie  meantime  Mr. 
Cooper  was  carrying  on  the  improvement  and  culti- 
vation of  the  new  farm  and  added  to  his  possessions 
until  he  acquired  320  acres  of  land,  the  most  of 
which  he  brought  to  a  productive  condition.  As 
the  community  increased  in  numbers,  he  was  looked 
upon  as  one  of  its  most  valued  members  and  was 
one  always  interested  in  its  growth  and  prosperity. 
In  his  family  he  was  kind  and  indulgent  and  among 
his  neighbors,  the  generous  and  hospitable  friend 
from  whose  door  no  needy  individual  was  ever 
turned  empty  away.  He  identified  himself  witii 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  an  early  date 
and  died  triumphantly  in  the  faith. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cooper  there  have  been  born 
the  following  children,  fjve  of  whom  were  living  at 


the  time  of  their  father's  death,  viz:  Lydia  E.,  the 
wife  of  J.  J.  Law.  who  is  represented  elsewliere  in 
this  volume;  Perry  H.,  Alfred  F.,  John  W.  and 
Theodore  M.  The  deceased  are  Emma,  Mary  and 
Alvira.  Mrs.  Cooper  since  the  death  of  her  hus- 
band has  managed  the  estate  in  an  admirable  man- 
ner, assisted  by  her  children,  and  is  a  lady  liighly 
respected  wherever  known.  Her  father,  Benjamin 
Lakin,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  and  spent  his  last 
daj's  in  Clay  Count}',  Kan.  Her  mother,  died  in 
Michigan,  she  was  a  native  of  Kentucky.  Her  pa- 
ternal grandfather,  Joseph  Lakin,  Sr.,  died  in  Rush 
C'ount}-,  Ind.  Mrs.  Cooper,  like  her  husband,  bore 
with  fortitude  and  patience  the  vicissitudes  of  life 
on  the  frontier,  looking  well  to  the  ways  of  her 
liousehold  and  being  wlioUy  devoted  to  the  best 
interests  of  those  dear  to  her.  As  a  pioneer  wife 
and  mother,  she  is  amply  worthy  of  recognition 
among  those  whose  names  will  be  lianded  in  honor 
down  to  posterit}'. 


JOHN  W.  GRAVES.  Tlie  result  of  persever- 
ing industry  and  wise  econom}-,  is  shown  in 
the  life  of  the  above  named  gentleman. 
When  he  came  to  Washington  County,  in 
the  fall  of  1877,  he  had  nine  head  of  horses  and 
colts,  $100  in  money,  and  an  indebtedness  of  $2,300 
as  his  capital.  He  now  owns  873  acres  of  land  in  a 
body,  on  which  are  liouses,  barns,  corn-cribs,  and 
all  otlier  needful  farm-buildings.  The  fields  are 
neatly  fenced,  and  1,600  apple  and  other  fruit- 
trees,  together  with  a  collection  of  small  fruits 
give  an  abundant  supply  of  their  store  to  their  en- 
terprising owner. 

The  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  were 
Marion  and  Miriam  Graves,  both  of  whom  were 
born  in  the  State  of  New  York.  They  moved  to 
Illinois  when  their  son  Horace,  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  a  boy.  Chicago  was  then  a  mere  trading 
post,  and  there  was  scarcely  any  thing  at  Spring- 
field to  indicate  its  future  prosperity.  The  father 
and  son  would  haul  grain  and  other  produce  to 
Chicago,  from  their  home  in  LaSalle  C'ount}^  For 
several  years  after  Springfield  began  to  grow,  they 
carried    on    freighting     between    that    cit}-    and 
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Chicago,  in  connection  with  their  farming'.  The 
mother  of  oiir  subject  was  born  in  Ohio,  and  when 
a  mere  girl,  removed  with  her  parents  to  Illinois. 
Her  maiden  name  was  Cornelia  Rieliey.  She  and 
her  husband,  Horace  Graves,  were  members  of  the 
Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church.  The  parents 
and  grandparents  of  our  subject  spent  their  last 
days  in  Illinois. 

John  W.  Graves,  of  whom  we  write,  was  born  in 
L.iSalle  Co..  111.,  and  there  grew  to  manhood.  He 
arrived  in  this  county  Oct.  29,  1877.  He  purchased 
200  acres  on  section  33,  Sheridan  Township.  After 
fitting  up  for  housekeeping,  he  had  |10  with  which 
to  meet  expenses  during  the  winter  and  until  he 
could  raise  a  crop.  For  several  months  there  was 
but  one  cent  on  the  farm.  That  cent  is  still  pre- 
served by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Graves  as  a  memento  of 
those  days  of  hardship.  They  spent  three  years  on 
that  place.  Subsequently  Mr.  Graves  bought  163 
acres  on  the  same  section,  where  he  is  now  living, 
lie  has  a  good  stone  house,  large  frame  barn,  corn 
cribs  and  other  outbuildings,  and  planted  the  trees 
which  now  afford  so  abundant  a  supply  of  fruit. 
Still  later  he  bought  a  quarter  of  section  34,  and  on 
tliis  also  ereeteil  a  dwelling  and  outbuildings.  Still 
more  recently  he  has  purchased  350  additional 
acres,  making  up  his  present  splendid  estate.  He 
farms  iu  a  general  way,  and  feeds  from  fifty  to 
seventy- five  cattle,  and  from  100  to  200  hogs,  per 
year.  His  horses  are  of  the  best  Norman  and 
Clydesdales.  Day  Station  is  located  on  the  farm 
of  Mr.  Graves. 

In  Illinois,  Mr.  Graves  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Laura,  daughter  of  Joseph  Balderston, 
whose  sketch  occupies  another  page  in  this  volume. 
The  union  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  five 
children.  Nellie,  the  first  born,  was  removed 
from  them  by  the  hand  of  death.  Three  daughters 
and  a  son  now  brighten  the  homestead.  Thev  are 
named  Lottie,  Delia.  Mabel  and  Elmer. 

Mr.  Graves  belongs  to  the  Republican  family',  and 
is  as  earneft  in  his  belief  in  the  party  principles  as 
have  been  any  of  his  ancestors.  He  and  his  wife 
are  educated,  capable,  and  of  good  repute  among 
their  neighbors  and  fellow  citizens.  They  have 
worked  together  to  upbuild  their  finances,  and 
while   succeeding   in   this,  have   at  the   same  time 


gained  for  themselves  the  esteem  of  their  fellow- 
citizens.  Elsewhere  In  this  volume  we  present  a 
fine  engraving  of  the  beautiful  home  which  they 
have  perseveringly  earned. 


)|[s=v  IRAM    S.   HAYNES.       This    gentleman    is 

OV  one  of  the  oldest  settlers  of  Washington 
County,  and  one  of  her  progressive  and 
'i^  successful  agriculturists.  He  is  located  on 
section  25,  Clifton  Township,  where  he  owns  320 
acres  of  fine  land.  The  estate  is  well  watered  by 
Parson's  Creek,  and  bears  excellent  improvements. 
Altogether  it  is  a  home  of  which  any  farmer 
might  well  be  proud. 

Before  noting  the  main  incidents  in  the  life  of 
our  subject,  it  may  be  well  to  devote  a  brief  space 
to  the  family  from  which  he  sprang.  As  early  as 
the  year  1615.  members  of  the  Haynes  family  had 
settled  in  Maryland  and  Massachusetts.  Going 
back  to  the  third  generation  beyond  our  subject,  we 
find  Horace  Haynes,  a  Revolutionary  soldier  who 
fought  at  Bunker  Hill.  Following  him  in  the  di- 
rect line  was  Sj'lvester,  who  during  his  early  life 
lived  in  Massachusetts.  Thence  he  removed  to 
Ohio,  and  became  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Wash- 
ington C'ount3%  residing  for  some  years  on  a  farm. 
A  few  years  after  coming  to  the  Buckeye  State, 
Sylvester  Haynes  and  his  wife  paid  a  visit  to  Massa- 
chusetts. The  entire  trip,  including  the  crossing  of 
the  mountains,  was  made  iu  a  one-horse  wagon, 
and  their  return  was  accomplished  in  the  same 
way.  Mrs.  Sylvester  Haynes,  nee  Griffin,  died 
in  Decatur  Township,  Washington  Countj',  Ohio, 
about  the  year  1839.  She  was  quite  well  .ad- 
vanced in  years.  Two  or  three  years  after  her 
death  her  husband  went  to  Monroe  Count}',  111., 
where  their  son,  John  G.,  had  preceded  him  a  few 
years.  .Sylvester  Haynes  was  subsequently  married 
to  Mrs.  Nancy  Davis,  and  lived  in  Monroe  County, 
until  he  was  gathered  to  his  fathers  at  the  age  of 
of  seventy-five. 

Following  Sylvester  in  the  direct  line,  came 
John  G.,  the  father  of  our  subject.  He  was  born  in 
Princeton,  Mass.,  and  when  a  child  was  brought  to 
Ohio  by  his    parents,  and    in  Washington  County, 
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of  tlmt  State,  was  reared  and  educated.  Tliere  be 
was  married  to  Amanda  Faircliild,  likewise  a  native 
of  tliat  county.  After  the  birth  of  two  children, 
our  subject  and  his  sister  Emily  (Mrs.  John  Dex- 
ter), John  G.  Haynes  removed  to  Monroe  County, 
111.,  and  purchased  eighty  acres  of  unimproved  bind, 
paying  for  it  $1.25  per  acre.  There  the  family 
lived  for  some  yetxrs.  In  the  fall  of  1863  the_v  re- 
moved to  Kansas,  choosing  Washington  County 
for  their  future  home.  They  settled  near  tlie  Re- 
publican River,  in  what  is  now  Clifton  Township. 
A  Mr.  Fox  had  entered  1.100  acres  of  land  in  that 
township,  and  this  large  estate  was  purchased  from 
him  by  the  father  of  our  subject.  Mr.  Haynes 
soon  afterward  became  the  first  postmaster  of  Clif- 
ton, which  was  then  one  of  the  most  western  offices 
in  the  State.  He  improved  a  good  portion  of  his 
landed  estate,  on  which  he  spent  his  la.st  years. 
His  death  occurred  Dec.  17,  1«74,  at  the  age  of  six- 
ty-three years.  He  was  a  Universalist  in  religion, 
in  politics  first  a  Whig  and  then  a  Republican.  He 
was  an  intelligent  man,  well  versed  in  histoi'y,  pol- 
itics and  theology,  especially  the  latter.  His  widow 
is  yet  living,  making  her  home  with  her  youngest 
son,  Charles  E.  Haynes.  in  Clifton  Township.  She 
is  now  sixty-six  years  of  age,  and  is  also  of  the  Uni- 
versalist belief. 

Hiram  S.  Haynes  was  born  Nov.  1,  1836.  in 
Washington  County,  Ohio.  When  a  child  of  three 
years,  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  Monroe 
County,  111.,  where  he  was  reared  and  educated. 
There  also  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Diantha 
Gilbert.  In  1865  he  resolved  to  emigrate 
to  a  newer  country,  in  the  hope  of  improv- 
ing his  condition.  Upon  his  arrival  in  this  county 
he  took  up  a  preemption  claim  (chiefly  timber 
land),  which  he  subsequently  sold.  Previous  to 
this,  however,  and  two  years  after  coming  to  Kan- 
sas, he  entered  a  homestead  of  160  acres,  which 
forms  a  part  of  his  present  fine  estate.  There  he  has 
established  a  home  of  which  he  is  justly  inoud,  be- 
ing one  of  the  best  improved  in  the  county. 
Among  other  attractions  of  this  volume,  not  the 
Ic.TSt  conspicuous  is  the  splendid  view  of  the  home- 
stead of  Mr.  Haynes. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Diantha  Gilbert.     She  was  born  Oct.  11,  1841, 


in  Monroe  County,  111.,  whither  her  parents,  Ira 
and  Salome  (Dills)  Gilbert,  had  removed  from 
Washington  County,  Ohio.  There  Mr.  Gilbert  is 
still  living,  being  now  eighty  years  of  age,  and  still 
active,  and  happy.     He  was  a  farmer,  but  is  now  re- 

j    tired  from  active  pursuits.      Mrs.  Gilbert  died   in 

I  that  county  June  13,  1889,  being  then  eighty-one 
years  of  age.  She  was  an  active  member  of 
the  Universalist   Church,    as   is  also    Mr.  Gilbert. 

i  The  maternal  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Haynes  fought  in 
the  war  of  1812.     Mrs.  Haynes  received  the  best  of 

!  training  from  her  worthy  parents,  with  whom  she 
remained  unlil  her  marriage.  She  is  n  refined  and 
intelligent  lady,  and  conscientious  in  the  discharge 
of  every  duty.  She  has  been  the  mother  of  four 
children,  two  of  whom  died  when  quite  young. 
They  were  xVlfred  and  an  infant  unnamed.  The 
surviving  children  are:  May,  now  attending  Buch- 
tel  College  at  Akron, where  she  is  receiving  a  classical 
education;  and  Emmet,  a  bright  youth  who  remains 
with  his  parents. 

Mr.  Haynes  has  held  various  offices  of  public  re- 
sponsibility. He  has  been  Trustee  and  Treasurer  of 
the  township,  and  held  other  offices  therein.  He 
was  one  of  the  first  Justices  of  the  Peace  appointed 
by  Gov.  Crawford.  The  position  of  County 
Comissioner  has  also  been  held  by  liim.  He  is  a 
Republican  in  politics,  and  belongs  to  the  A.  O.  U. 
W.  and  the  Select  Knights.  He  is  a  whole-souled,  and 
public  spirited  man,  and  highly  respected  by  all  with 
whom  he  comes  in  contact.  He  and  his  family 
are  members  of  the  I'niversalist  Church,  as  were 
their  ancestors  for  several  generations. 


/^r^KUliC.E  A.    ST()C:KWKLL.    an     extensive 
:f[  (—J  dealer   in   nil   kinds   of  agricultural  imple- 
^^^    ments,  pumps  and   carriages,  stands  high  in 
the  business  circles  of  Washington  County,  and  no 
'   citizen    in  AVashington,  his  place  of  business  and 
j   residence,  bears  a  more  irreproachable  character,  or 
j   is  better  thought  of  than  he.     He  comes  of  good 
old  New  England  stock,   and   is  a  native  of  that 
l)leasant  Vermont    town.  Wnterbury,  in  Washing- 
ton   County.      His    father,   Hiram   Stockwell,    was 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


607 


born  in  the  same  town,  Nov.  13,  1823.  a  son  of 
Iliiam  Stoekwell,  who  was  of  New  Englaiifl  birtli 
also,  and  his  gr.andfatlier.  Daniel  Stoekwell,  was  a 
pioneer  farmer  of  \"erniont,  and  si)ent  his  last  years 
in  Williamstown,  that  State.  The  grandfather  of  our 
subject  was  an  early  settler  of  Waterbury,  whore 
he  located  about  1820,  and  buying  a  tract  of  land 
seven  miles  west  of  the  village  on  Rieker  Moun- 
tain, he  built  tliere  and  commenced  to  clear  a  farm. 
But  he  was  not  destined  to  finish  his  work,  as  he  died 
in  1825,  being  yet  in  early  manhood,  his  age  being 
twenty-five  years.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife 
was  Mary  Randall,  and  she  was  a  native  of  New 
Ilampsliire,  a  daughter  of  William  and  Dolly  Ran- 
dall. She  was  left  a  widow  with  one  child,  the  father 
of  our  subject,  and  went  to  live  with  her  father, 
a  farmer  on  Rieker  Mountain,  and  died  at  his  home 
in  1834.  The  father  of  our  subject  continued  to 
reside  with  his  grandparents,  after  the  death  of  his 
mother,  till  he  was  seventeen  years  old,  attending 
school  in  the  meantime  and  assisting  his  grand- 
father in  the  farm-work,  and  in  the  cooper  shoi), 
becoming  quite  an  expert  at  that  trade,  and  gaining 
a  good  knowledge  of  tiie  management  of  a  farm. 
At  the  age  mentioned  he  commenced  working  out 
on  a  farm  summers,  and.  ambitious  to  better  his 
education,  attended  school  winters.  In  those  days 
there  were  no  railways,  and  Boston,  nearly  200 
miles  distant,  was  the  nearest  market,  and  the  Ver- 
mont farmers  used  to  draw  their  produce  to  that 
distant  point  with  ox-teams,  and  on  the  return  trip 
liring  back  merchandise.  My.  Rockwell  worked 
out  till  he  was  twenty  years  old,  and  then  with  his 
hard-earned  money  he  bought  a  small  tract  of  land 
three  miles  from  the  village,  and  after  farming  it  a 
few  years,  sold  it  at  a  good  .advance  and  bought  a 
100-acre  farm,  which  he  disposed  two  years  later 
at  a  good  price,  and  bought  another  farm  in  the 
same  town.  Three  years  afterward  he  sold  this  and 
bought  a  place  in  Waterbury,  then  he  sold  and  re- 
moved to  Stowe,  where  he  purchased  a  farm  and 
lived  there  about  ten  years,  then  returned  to  Water- 
bury, and  was  a  resident  of  that  town,  where  he 
bought  and  lived  on  a  farm  till  the  fall  of  1888. 
He  then  came  to  Washington,  Kan.,  where  he  has 
since  made  his  home.  He  was  married  Nov.  26, 
1843,  to  Mrs.  Abigail    (Pingree)  Knight,  a  native 


of  Norwich.  Addison  Co..  VI.  Her  father  was  a 
soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  and  was  wounded  in 
battle  and  died  in  the  service.  The  mother  of  our 
subject  departed  this  life  .Sept.  1,  1888.  There 
were  but  two  children  born  of  her  wedded  life  with 
Mr.  .Stoekwell,  our  subject,  and  Oliver  R.,  in  Spo- 
kane Falls,  Wash.  Mrs.  Stoekwell  had  been  pre- 
viously married  to  John  Knight,  and  there  is  one 
child  now  living  born  of  that  union.  Hiram  J. 
Knight,  a  resident  of  Adair,  Iowa. 

George  A.  Stoekwell,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
sjDent  his  early  life  in  his  native  town,  assisting  his 
father  on  the  farm,  and  attending  school,  where  he 
received  a  very  good  education,  which  he  began 
utilizing  at  the  age  of  nineteen  by  teaching  school, 
and  one  year  later  he  entered  upon  his  career  as  a 
teacher  of  penmanship,  for  which  he  was  eminentl}- 
qualified,  and  he  won  much  fame  thereby.  He 
taught  in  different  parts  of  the  State  two  years, 
and  then  became  a  teacher  of  penmanship  in  the 
three  Normal  Schools  of  Vermont.  In  1873  he 
was  called  to  Newark,  N.  J.,  to  teach  that  art  in 
Bryant,  Stratton  &  Whitney's  Business  College. 
But  after  teaching  in  that  institution  seven  months, 
he  resigned  in  order  to  oiganize  the  New  Jersey 
Business  College,  with  Prof.  C.  T.  Miller,  which  they 
conducted  successfully  together  six  years.  During 
that  time  they  built  up  one  of  the  finest  commer- 
cial colleges  in  the  East,  and  which  took  four 
grand  silver  medals  for  work  done  by  our  subject, 
beside  many  diplomas.  In  1881  Mr.  Stoekwell 
sold  his  interest  in  the  New  Jersey  Business  Col- 
lege on  account  of  ill  health,  and  returning  to  his 
native  hills  to  recuperate,  established  himself 
in  the  mercantile  business  in  AVaterbury  Centre. 
Three  years  later,  in  the  fall  of  1884,  he  sold  his 
stock  and  business,  and  coming  to  Washington  to 
visit  friends,  he  was  so  favorably  impressed  with 
the  many  advantages  afforded  by  this  city  for  an 
able  business  man  to  make  money,  also  with  its  de- 
sirableness as  a  place  of  residence  on  account  of 
pleasant  location,  climate,  etc.,  that  after  a  stay 
of  two  weeks,  he  decided  to  settle  here  perma- 
nently. He  bought  his  present  business,  and  has 
built  up  a  good  trade,  having  met  with  fine  success. 

Mr.  Stoekwell  and  Miss  Evagene  E.  Weed  were 
united  in  marriage  Oct.  1, 1873,  and  they  have  one 
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son  named  Alton  Weed.  Mrs.  Stockwell  was  born 
in  Westford,  Chittenden  Co.,  ^'t.,  a  daughter  of  Al- 
bert and  Julia  Weed. 

Our  subject  is  a  frank,  open-hearted,  courteous 
gentleman,  with  other  pleasant  social  traits  tiiat 
make  him  popular  in  society,  and  his  amiable  wife 
shares  the  esteem  in  which  he  is  held.  They  both 
joined  the  First  Baptist  Church  at  Newark,  N.  J., 
and  have  since  clung  to  that  faith.  In  his  business 
methods  Mr.  Stockwell  shows  himself  to  be  a  pro- 
gressive, shrewd  and  far-seeing  man,  with  excellent 
financial  and  executive  ability,  and  it  is  to  such 
men  that  Washington  looks  to  promote  its  highest 
interests,  materially  and  morally. 


(^p«)HEODORE  L.  WOOD.  This  gentleman  is 
m^\  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  active  and 
V>^^  enterprising  men  of  Morganville,  with  whose 
interests  he  has  been  closely  identified  since  its 
organization  as  a  town.  Possessed  of  more  than 
ordinary  intelligence,  he  has  always  recognized  the 
value  of  an  education  as  one  of  the  best  elements 
in  the  foundation  of  the  social  fabric,  and  has  uni- 
formly given  his  aid  and  influence  to  the  enter- 
prises best  calculated  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the 
people,  socially,  morally  and  flnanciall}'.  He  has 
been  a  successful  man  through  life,  accumulating 
a  fair  share  of  this  world's  goods.  He  took  up  his 
abode  in  Clay  County  in  the  early  part  of  1885  and 
on  the  first  day  of  July,  that  year,  opened  the  first 
bank  of  Morganville,  which  he  has  since  success- 
fully conducted  and  which  has  become  an  indis- 
spensable  institution  to  the  farmers  and  business 
men  of  this  region.  He  was  one  of  the  signers  of 
the  petition  for  the  incorporation  of  the  city  and 
was  a  member  of  its  first  Council. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Hancock 
County, Ohio,Jan.  14,  1846,  where  he  spent  his  child- 
hood and  youth  and  acquired  his  education  mostly 
in  tiic  schools  of  Findlay,  that  county.  His  life 
was  spent  in  a  comparatively  uneventful  manner 
until  the  fall  of  1864,  when  he  entered  the  LTniou 
army  as  a  member  of  Company  H,  19-2d  Ohio  In- 
fantry, and  served  as  a  private   until  the  close  of 


the  war,  mostly  in  Virginia.  Upon  receiving  his 
honorable  discharge  he  returned  to  his  native 
county,  remaining  there  until  1868.  That  year  he 
emigrated  to  Illinois  and  occupied  himself  as  a 
teacher,  and  also  in  farming,  two  years.  At  the  ex- 
piration of  this  time  he  returned  to  Findlay,  Ohio, 
where  he  prosecuted  farming  for  four  years  and 
then  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits  about  six  years. 
His  next  removal  was  to  Clay  County,  Kan. 

While  a  resident  of  Illinois,  Mr.  Wood  was  mar- 
ried at  Sullivan,  that  State,  in  1869,  to  Miss  Rose 
E.,  daughter  of  Philemon  and  Rosanna  Spicer. 
The  young  people  commenced  their  wedded  life  in 
Hancock  County,  Ohio,  and  in  due  time  became 
the  parents  of  three  children — W3'att  E.,  Charles 
M.  and  Theodore  M.  Mrs.  Wood  is  a  very  esti- 
mable lady  and  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Wood,  politic- 
ally, affiliates  with  the  Republican  party  and  is  con- 
nected with  George  B.  McClellan  Post,  G.  A.  R., 
of  Morganville.  He  belongs  to  Morganville  Lodge, 
No.  322,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  Hume  Encampment  at 
Clay  Center,  also  Clay  Center  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F. 
He  has  a  neat  and  tasteful  home  and  occupies  no 
secondary'  position,  either  in  social  or  business 
circles. 

The  parents  of  Mr.  Wood  were  Samuel  H.,a  na- 
tive of  Licking  County,  Ohio,  and  Minerva  (Davis) 
Wood,  who  was  born  in  Owensville,  Ky.  The  latter 
was  reared  to  womanhood  and  married  in  her  na- 
tive town,  soon  after  which  she  and  her  husband 
located  in  Hancock  Countj',  Uhio.  They  now 
make  their  home  in  Weston,  Wood  County-,  that 
State.  Richard  Wood,  the  paternal  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  was  a  native  of  Virginia,  whence  he 
emigrated  to  Licking  County,  Ohio,  and  settled 
among  its  earliest  pioneers.  He  hewed  out  a  home 
from  the  wilderness,  gathering  about  himself  and 
family  all  the  comforts  of  life,  but  later  removed 
to  Hancock  County,  where  he  spent  his  last  days. 

Mr.  Wood  since  his  residence  in  Morganville, 
has  taken  an  active  part  in  the  enterprises  of  public 
interest.  He  assisted  in  raising  funds  for  the  erec- 
tion of  the  large  brick  school  building  which  is 
looked  upon  with  pardonable  pride  by  the  citizens, 
and  he  was  also  active  in  the  building  up  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.      The    prosperity  of 
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an}'  town  is  due  to  its  enterprising  and  liberal- 
minded  men,  and  the  liistory  of  Morganville  could 
not  he  proi>erly  written  without  mentioning  the 
name  of  Theodore  L.  Wood. 

i^^HEODORP:  LARABEE,  occupying  a  snug 
1^^^  farm  of  eighty  acres  on  section  23,  Had- 
V>^^  dam  Township,  operates  moderately  as  a 
tiller  of  the  soil,  but  is  mostly  interested  in  fine 
horses.  He  served  in  the  I'nion  arm}'  during  the 
late  war,  and  likewise  crossed  the  plains  during  the 
'go's.  He  has  thus  seen  a  considerable  portion  of 
the  United  States,  and  having  kept  his  eyes  open  to 
what  was  going  on  around  him  in  the  world,  is  more 
than  ordinarily  well-informed.  He  came  to  Kansas 
in  1877,  first  buying  propertj-  in  Mill  Creek,  then 
in  Union  Township,  which  he  sold  in  1884,  and 
purchased  that  which  he  now  owns  and  occupies. 
As  a  farmer,  he  has  been  a  marked  success,  and  as 
a  member  of  the  community,  is  accounted  one  of 
its  best  men. 

j\Ir.  Larabee  was  born  near  Warsaw,  Cattaraugus 
County,  N.  Y.,  but  only  lived  in  his  native  State 
three  years,  being  taken  then  by  his  parents  to  Lake 
County,  111.  He  there  grew  up  on  the  farm,  re- 
ceiving a  common-school  education,  and  remaining 
under  the  home  roof  until  a  youth  of  twenty  years. 
Then  starting  out  for  himself,  he,  in  1861,  jour- 
neyed overland  with  teams  of  horses  and  mules, 
and  with  a  company  of  eiglit  men  and  six  women, 
for  the  Pacific  Slope.  Five  months  were  occupied 
in  the  journey,  during  which  time  they  made  a 
brief  sojourn  in  Salt  Lake  City  and  other  places  of 
note  in  tiie  Great  West. 

Upon  arriving  in  California,  Mr.  Larabee,  with 
siinie  of  his  party,  located  in  the  Merced  ValleiV, 
where  Mr.  Larabee  engaged  in  freighting  to  differ- 
ent |)oinis,  and  was  thus  occupied  until  the  fall  of 
1SG3.  Having  then  had  sufficient  experience  in  the 
Far  West,  he  started  for  home  with  ponies,  and 
during  the  long  ride  which  followed  passed  through 
many  hardsliips  and  privations.  In^the  meantime 
he  went  up  by  the  North  Platte  and  returned  by 
tlie  South  Platte.  Two  months  were  consumed  in 
reaching  Lake  County,  Ind.,  when    he  sold  all  but 


one  of  his  ponies,  and  this  one  he  brought  willi  him 
to  Kansas. 

The  Civil  War  now  being  in  progress,  Mr.  Lara- 
bee, in  the  spring  of  1804,  enlisted  in  Company  F2, 
151st  Indiana  Infantry,  and  was  mustered  into  ser- 
vice at  LaPorte.  He  went  South  with  his  regi- 
ment, which  was  detailed  as  a  patrol  guard.  Finally, 
at  Tullahoma,  Tenn.,  he  was  taken  ill,  and  confined 
for  a  time  in  the  hospital.  Upon  his  recovery  he 
was  detailed  as  a  cook,  and  was  thus  occupied  until 
the  close  of  the  war,  being  mustered  out  in  July, 
1865,  and  receiving  an  honorable  discharge. 

We  next  And  our  subject  operating   his    father's 
farm   in   Indiana,  upon    which    he   remained    until 
1874.     He  then  started  for  Iowa  overland  by  team, 
and  located  near  Clarinda,  Page  County,  wliere  he 
rented  a  farm  and    commenced    buying  cattle  and 
swine.     He  lived    there  until    1876,  during  which 
year   he  came   by   team   to    Kansas   and  purchased 
160  acres  of   land    in    Mill   Creek  Township.     He 
made  considerable  improvement  on  this  property, 
and  still  continues  operating  in  live-stock.     He  is, 
in  fact,  one  of  the  oldest  stock  buyers  of  Washing- 
I    ton   County.     In    1877   he  sold    his    farm   in   Mill 
1    Creek  Township  and    purchased    160  acres  of  land 
in  Union  Township.     Living  upon  this  until  1884. 
he   then  sold  out  once   more   and   purchased    that 
which  he   now  owns  and    occupies.     He   makes  a 
specialty  of  stock-raising,  and  is  particularly  inter- 
ested in  full-blooded    Norman   horses,   having  one 
1    imported   animal,  "Brilliant,"  which   is  considered 
1    one  of  the  finest  in  the  county. 

The  marriage  of   our  subject    with    Miss   Lucy 
'    Bonsteel  was    celebrated   at  the   bride's    home,  in 
Lake   Count}-,  Ind.,  Feb.   9,    1865.     Mrs.   Larabee 
was  born  in  Cattaraugus   County,   N.    Y.,  and    re- 
ceived a  good  education,  which  she  put  to  excellent 
use  by  following  the   profession  of  a  teacher  some 
time   before    her   marriage.     Of   this    union    there 
were  born  three  children,  the  eldest  of  whom,  Em- 
I   ory,  occupies  himself  as  a  carpenter  and  joiner,  and 
I    makes  his  home  in  Haddam;  Oren  was  killed  by  a 
'    horse  when  nine  years  old;  and  Ernest.     Mr.  Lar- 
abee is  a  member  in  good  standing  of  tlie  Methodist 
Protestant  Church,  and  assisted   materially  in  the 
erection  of  the  church  edifice.     Politically,  he  is  a 
stanch  Republican,  and  takes  a  warm  interest  in  the 
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success  of  the  principles  of  tliis  party,  frequently 
serving  as  delegate  to  the  county  conventions.  He 
has  been  a  member  of  the  School  Board  of  his  dis- 
trict, and  served  as  Road  Supervisor  for  the  past 
five  years. 

Albert  Larabee,  the   father  of    our   subject,  was    j 
likewise  a  native  of  Cattaraugus   County,  N.  Y.,   j 
and  the  son  of   Thomas    Larabee,  of   New  York 
State,  who  emigrated  to  Lake  County,  Ind.,  in  the 
pioneer   times,   and  engaging    in   farming,  became 
well-to-do.     He  served  as   a  soldier  in  the  War  of 
1812,  and  spent  his  last  years   in  Lake  County,  111.    | 
Albert  Larabee  was  a  brother  of  Gov.  Larabee,  of 
New  York  State.     He  accompanied   the  family  to 
Lake  County,  111.,  and  entered    160   acres  of  land, 
which  he  sold  later  and  removed  to  Lake  County, 
Ind.,  where  he   purchased  160  acres,  and  while  car- 
rying on  farming,  also  engaged  as  a  carpenter.     In 
1862  he  journeyed  to  the   Pacific  Coast  by  water, 
and  remained   in  that  section  of  the  country   two   i 
years.     In  1876  he  disposed  of  his  property  in  In-    j 
diana,  and  coming  to  Kansas,  retired  from  active 
business  and  lives  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine.     He   | 
is  a   Republican,  politically,  and   a   member  of  the 
Methodist  Protestant  Church.  j 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  in    her  girlhood 
Miss  Amy  Scoville.     She  was    likewise  a  native  of 
New  York  State,  and  the  daughter  of  an  old  soldier    ' 
of  the  War  of  1812,  who  was  by   trade  a  carpenter 
and   joiner.     Mrs.  Amy    Larabee   died   in   Indiana 
about  1872.     The   parental  household  consisted  of 
the  following  children:     Franklin,    now  a  resident 
of  Union;  Esther,  Mrs.  Bonsteel,  of  Mill  Creek;  De- 
lilah, of  Hodgeman   County,   Kan.;    Mary,   also  a 
resident  of  that  county;  Theodore,  the   subject  of   | 
this  sketch;  Olivia,  of  Hodgeman   County;  Flor-    i 
ence,  deceased  ;  Orson,  of  Hodgeman  County ;  Alice,    i 
Mrs.  Vincent,  of  Haddam;  Luniiui,  of  Union  Town- 
ship, and  Wilbur,  deceased. 


Jr  OHN  WEBBER.  Coming  to  Clay  County, 
I'  Kan.,  in  April.  1876,  Mr.  Webber  bought  a 
l|  iiomestead  of  160  acres  of  land  on  section 
}j  25.  Goshen  Township.  The  only  improve- 
ment was  a  little   frame    shant}-,  about    lOxlG  feet 


in  dimensions,  and  containing  one  room.  About 
eighteen  acres  had  been  plowed  by  some  emigrant, 
who  became  discouraged,  and  probalily  returned 
whence  he  came.  Mr.  Webber,  however,  was  made 
of  different  stuft'.  He  came  to  stay,  and  has  car- 
ried out  tiis  resolution  with  satisfactory  results. 

Upon  the  tract  of  land  above  described  there  now 
stands  a  substantial  frame  dwelling,  a  good  barn, 
two  double  corn-cribs,  an  orchard  of  200  apple- 
trees,  together  with  100  peach  trees,  and  about  one 
acre  of  gr.ape  vines.  The  land  has  all  been  enclosed 
with  good  fencing,  and  is  mostly  under  a  good 
state  of  cultivation.  The  grain  raised  is  nearly  all 
fed  to  live-stock,  Mr.  AVebber  keeping  numbers  of 
Short-horn  cattle,  Norman  horses  and  Berkshire 
and  Poland-China  swine. 

The  patronymic  of  our  subject  was  in  the  old 
country  spelled  "Weber,'"  the  change  being  made 
after  coming  to  the  United  States.  John  Webber 
was  born  in  Hardesen,  Hanover,  Germany,  Oct. 
14,  1829,  and  lived  there  until  1853.  His  parents, 
Henry  and  Charlotte  (Long)  Webber,  were  natives 
of  the  same  province  as  tueir  son,  and  devout  mem- 
bers of  the  Lutheran  Church,  in  the  faith  of  which 
they  died,  both  passing  away  within  a  week,  in 
February,  1843. 

Young  Webber,  after  death  had  thus  broken  up 
the  home  circle,  learned  the  tailor's  trade,  and  soon 
began  traveling  through  Holstein.  Mecklenburg, 
and  other  parts  of  German}',  working  at  his  trade 
in  all  the  large  cities.  Finally,  determining  to  seek 
his  fortune  in  America,  he,  in  August,  1853.  set  out 
from  Bremen  to  Baltimore,  Md.,  making  the  voy- 
age on  the  sailing-vessel  "Louisa,"  in  thirty-eight 
days,  landing  September  17.  From  Baltimore  he 
proceeded  to  Greenup  County,  Ky., where  he  worked 
at  his  trade  about  six  months.  We  next  find  find 
hi,m  in  Portsmouth,  Ohio,  where  he  was  employed 
as  a  salesman  and  clerk  in  a  wliolesale  .ind  retail 
clothing  house  one  year. 

In  Scioto  County,  Ohio,  Mr.  Webber  was  mar- 
ried. Oct.  1 ,  1856,  to  Miss  Susan,  daughter  of  Henry 
and  Margaret  (Bradshaw)  Littlejohn.  This  lady 
was  born  in  the  above-mentioned  county,  and  of 
her  union  with  our  subject  there  have  been  born 
the  following  children:  Heniy,  Ciiarles,  Frank, 
Emma;  Harrison    and   Mary    E..  deceased;  Addic, 
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Alice,  Florence  and  John.  In  1858  Mr.  Webber  re- 
moved with  his  little  family  to  AVheelersburg,  Ohio, 
where  he  worked  at  his  trade  about  one  j^ear,  and 
then  engaged  in  a  woolen  mill,  whore  he  continued 
until  1861.  The  Civil  War  now  being  in  progress, 
he  enlisted,  on  the  12th  of  September,  that  j-ear, 
ill  Companj-  E,  33d  Ohio  Infantry,  as  a  corporal, 
and  served  in  that  capacity  three  years.  He  par- 
ticipated in  a  large  number  of  important  battles, 
among  them  being  Stone  River,  Perryville,  Cliicka- 
mauga,  Lookout  Mountain,  Mission  Ridge,  Tulla- 
honia.  Peach  Tree  Creek,  Kenesaw  Mountain,  and 
went  with  .Sherman  to  Atlanta. 

At  the  battle  of  Mission  Ridge,  Mr.  Webber  was 
struck  above  the  left  ear  by  a  piece  of  shell,  which 
produced  blindness  of  the  left  eye  and  deafness  of 
the  right  ear.  In  addition  to  this,  his  general 
health  was  greatly  impaired  by  exposure  and  hard- 
ship. After  his  honorable  discharge  in  1864,  he 
returned  to  his  old  haunts  in  Wheelersburg,  Ohio, 
and  resumed  work  in  the  woolen  mill,  continuing 
there  until  1872.  He  was  then  elected  Assessor  of 
his  township,  serving  two  years,  and  then,  in  April, 
1876,  started  for  the  West.  His  subsequent  career 
we  have  already  indicated. 

Air.  Webber  votes  the  straight  Republican  ticket, 
and  is  a  member  of  Phil  Sheridan  Post,  No.  88. 
Cr.  A.  R.,  at  Clay  Center.  He  is  also  identified 
with  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  being  a  member  of  Lodge 
No.  315,  at  Clay  Center.  He  has  passed  all  the 
chairs  of  his  lodge,  and  is  a  member  in  higli  stand- 
ing. In  religious  matters  he  is  a  Lutheran.  Mrs. 
AVebbcr  finds  her  religious  consolation  in  tiie  doc- 
trines of  tlie  Baptist  Cluircli. 


,^^  EYMOUR  D.  MOSES.  Among  the  homes 
^^^^  of  Manhattan  Township,  Rilej' County,  one 
"|\^1|  of  the  most  attractive,  both  in  its  outward 
^^ —  appearance  and  surroundings  and  in  its  in- 
ternal furnishing,  is  that  owned  and  occupied  by  the 
gentleman  above  named.  It  is  an  orchard  farm  of 
five  acres  situated  south  of  the  college  farm  and 
adjoining  the  grounds  of  Mi's.  Ingrahara  on  tiie 
cast.     The  residence  is  a  handsome  brick  structure, 
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tastefully  and  elegantly  furnished,  its  walls  abound- 
ing in  good   pictures,  mostly  fine  steel  engravings, 

i  and  containing  a  good  library,  well  supplied,  not 
only  with  good  books,  but  with  current  literature 
in  tlie  form  of  magazines  and  papers.  In  tliis  beau- 
tiful home  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moses  are  quietly  enjoying 
the  fruits  of  years  of  industry,  enabled  to  gratify 
their  refined  taste,  and  their  social  natures  by  tlie 
lirosperity  which  has  attended  them. 

I  The  subject  of  this  notice  is  a  direct  descendant 
of  Timothy  and  Thankful  Moses,  who  lived  in 
Windsor,  Conn.,  and  whose  son,  Aaron,  born  in 
1733,  with  his  wife,  Susannah  Seymour,  came  from 
Wintonbury  to  West  Simsbury,  in  the  year  1757, 
dying  there  in  1809.  Darius  Moses,  son  of  the 
couple  above  named,  who  was  born  in  1758  and 
died  in  1824,  was  the  grandfather  of  our  subject. 

i  The  next  in  the  direct  line  of  descent  was  Chauncey 
Moses,  who  was  born  in  1789  and  died  in  1862. 
He  married  Catherine  Johnson,  who  was  also  a 
native  of  Connecticut.  He  was  a  mechanic  and 
followed  plow  making.  He  served  a  term  as  a 
member  of  the  Connecticut  Legislature  and  was 
a  Selectman  of  Canton  Township,  Hartford  Co., 
Conn.,  where  his  home  was.  He  was  an  Old  Line 
AVhig.  To  Chauncey  and  Catherine  Moses  five 
children  were  born.  The  first-born,  Elizabeth,  died 
unmarried  nearlj^  fift}-  years  ago  in  Unionville, 
Conn.  Harry,  the  second  child,  was  killed  by  an 
accidental  explosion  of  powder,  July  4,  1838,  at  his 
home  in  Hartford  County,  Conn.,  he  being  twenty- 
one  years  old  and  unmarried.  Flora  is  unmarried 
and  lives  in  Manhattan.  Rollin  is  the  fourth 
child  and  his  sketch  occupies  another  page  in  this 
volume. 

Seymour  D.  Moses  was  the  j'oungest  child  in  the 
parental  family,  and  was  born  June  2,  1828,  in 
Canton  Township,  Hartford  Co..  Conn.  His  boy- 
hood was  spent  upon  a  farm,  and  he  received  a 
common  school  education  which  he  has  since  sup- 
plemented 1)3'  careful  reading  and  study,  becoming 
a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  intelligence.  He 
remained  at  home  until  the  death  of  his  father  in 
1852,  he  being  then  sixteen  3'ears  old.  After  the 
death  of  his  father  in  1852,  he  bought  out  the 
other  heirs  of  tlic  farm  and  settled  upon  it  with  his 
wife,   living  there  al)init   eight  years.     He   subse- 
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quently  spent  a  year  in  Cornwall,  thence  moving  to 
Unionville,  where  he  resided  ten  years.  At  the  ex- 
piration of  that  time  he  came  to  Kansas,  this  being 
in  the  year  1870,  locating  at  once  at  Manhattan 
where  he  has  since  remained.  In  his  native  State 
he  had  learned  the  trade  of  a  carpenter  and  cabinet 
maker,  which  he  has  followed  since  becoming  a 
resident  here. 

The  refined  and  cultured  lady  who  shares  Mr. 
Mose's's  heart  and  home,  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Harriet  Mills,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Harvey  and 
Pollie  M.  (Sherman)  Mills.  The  ceremony  which 
united  them  took  place  in  Canton,  Conn.,  Sept.  15, 
1852.  Two  children  have  been  born  to  them,  the 
youngest,  a  daughter,  Mar}^  E.,  being  their  com- 
panion in  their  pleasant  home.  The  son,  George 
C,  is  living  at  Ft.  Riley,  being  a  contractor  and 
builder  for  the  Government.  He  married  Abbie 
J.  Streeter.  of  Milford,  Conn.,  who  has  borne  him 
three  children. 

Mr.  Moses  was  County  Surveyor  in  1883.  He 
is  a  Prohibitionist.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church  and  holds  the  office  of  Deacon 
in  that  society.  His  easy  courteous  manners  com- 
bined with  his  intelligence,  make  him  an  agreeable 
companion,  and  his  excellent  character  retains  for 
him  the  respect  of  all  with  whom  he  comes  in 
contact. 


#-^ 
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^RREN  R.  STRONG,  formerly  a  resident  of 
'ildcat  Township,  removed  in  the  fall  Of 
1889  to  the  vicinity  of  Manhattan  where  he 
is  engaged  in  farming.  He  is  a  stirring,  wide-awake 
citizen  and  during  the  late  Civil  AVar  signalized  his 
patriotism  by  serving  in  the  Union  army.  He  was 
a  strong  anti-slavery  man  and  in  former  years  one 
of  the  warmest  supporters  of  the  Republican  part}-. 
Latterly  his  warm  interest  in  the  temperance  move- 
ment has  induced  him  to  identify  himself  with  the 
Prohibition  element.  He  is  in  the  enjoyment  of  a 
comfortable  income,  the  result  of  his  own  industry 
and  good  management. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  was  born  Sept.  30, 
1824,  in  Orleans  County,  N.  Y..  and  is  the  son  of 
Alvah  and  Eunice  (Kelly)  Strong  who  were  natives 
of  Ncrmont.     The  father  served  as  a  soldier  in  the 


war  of  1812.  The  paternal  grandfather  was  a  na- 
tive of  the  Green  Mountain  State  and  of  English 
descent.  Grandfather  Kelly  traced  his  ancestry  to 
Ireland.  Alvah  Strong  was  reared  to  farming  pur- 
suits and  left  New  England  prior  to  his  marriage, 
settling  in  New  York  State.  To  him  and  his  esti- 
mable wife  there  were  born  two  children  only, 
Orren  R.  and  Sabrina  A.  The  latter  was  first  mar- 
ried to  S.  A.  Merrill,  who  died,  and  she  was  then 
married  to  a  Mr  Moore,  a  commercial  traveler;  she 
is  now  a  resident  of  California. 

When  Orren  Strong  was  a  lad  of  fifteen  years  he 
removed  with  his  parents  to  Medina  County,  Ohio, 
and  they  settled  upon  a  farm  where  the  father  so- 
journed until  1861.  Later  he  removed  to  Page 
County,  Iowa,  and  finally  to  Kansas,  making  his 
home  with  his  son,  Orren,  and  departing  this  life 
May  19,  1887.  His  ninetieth  birthday  occurred 
the  preceding  January.  The  mother  died  in  Me- 
dina County,  Ohio,  .June  12.  1848.  After  the 
death  of  his  first  wife,  Alvah  Strong  was  married  to 
Mrs.  Sally  Palmer,  widow  of  Ira  Palmer;  she  is 
now  deceased.  The  elder  Strong  was  somewhat 
prominent  in  local  affairs  in  New  York  State,  hohl- 
ing  the  township  offices  in  Cattaraugus  Count}-. 
When  quite  well  advanced  in  years  he  enlisted  as  a 
Union  soldier  in  Company  F,  1st  Nebraska  Infan- 
try in  which  he  was  Color  Sergeant  and  bore  the 
colors  of  the  regiment  at  Pittsburgh  Landing.  He 
was  an  Old  Line  Whig  during  his  early  manhood, 
afterward  an  Abolitionist  and  later  a  Republican. 
In  religion  he  was  a  Baptist  and  he  was  a  member 
of  Lew  Gove  Post.  No.  100,  G.  A.  R.  at  Manhat- 
tan. 

Young  Strong  remained  a  member  of  the  parental 
household  until  twenty-three  years  old.  On  the 
3d  of  October,  1849,  he  was  married  in  Sullivan 
Township,  Ashland  Co.,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Amanda, 
daughter  of  Elijah  and  Amanda  (Clark)  Gibbs. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gibbs  were  natives  of  Vermont  and 
their  daughter,  Amanda,  was  likewise  born  in 
Waterford,  Essex  County,  that  State,  Oct.  28,  1827. 
The  family  is  of  old  Revolutionar}'  stock  and  their 
household  consisted  of  ten  children,  the  eldest  of 
whom,  a  son,  Samuel,  died  when  a  youth  of  seven- 
teen years.  Amanda  was  the  second  born;  Lydia 
is  the  widow  of    Benjamin    Swatman.  who  died  in 
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the  army  and  she  lives  in  Dalcota.  Dan  C.  married 
Almira  Marsli,  is  the  fatlier  of  four  children  and 
lives  in  Dakota;  Lucy  C.  married  James  C.  Ran- 
dall and  lives  in  Fremont  County.  Iowa;  she  has 
seven  children.  Joseph  died  when  two  years  old ; 
George  married  Rachael  Johnson,  bas  five  children 
and  is  farming  in  Dakota;  Sophia  died  in  infancy; 
Benjamin  married  Miss  Marv  Pratt,  h.is  two  chil- 
dren and  is  farming  in  Page  County,  Iowa.  The 
mother  departed  this  life  Dec.  15,  1870,  in  the 
above  mentioned  county.  The  father  survived  his 
wife  a  number  of  years,  dying  Nov.  27.  1884,  in 
Jerauld  County,  Dak. 

Mrs.  Strong  was  born  Oct.  8,  1827,  in  Vermont. 
After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Strong  resided 
three  years  in  Ashland  County,  Ohio,  and  then  re- 
moved to  the  vicinity  of  Linnville  in  Ogle  County, 
III.  Mr.  Strong  engaged  in  farming  during  this 
time  and  then  in  the  spring  of  1856  crossed  the 
Mississippi  and  located  in  Page  County,  Iowa. 
Later  he  changed  his  residence  to  Andrew  County, 
Mo.,  but  only  remained  a  short  time  in  tiiat  State 
owing  to  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War.  In  the 
meantime  he  enlisted  in  Company  C.  4tli  Missouri 
Cavalry  in  April  1862,  and  served  until  Aug.  28, 
1864.  He  was  principally  engaged  in  hunting  bush- 
whackers and  on  account  of  his  bravery  and  fidel- 
ity was  promoted  to  First  Sergeant. 

Mr.  Strong  in  the  spring  of  1865,  took  up  his 
abode  in  Atchison  County,  Mo.,  and  engaged  in 
farming  and  dairying,  remaining  there  until  186!>. 
He  then  removed  to  Fremont  County,  Iowa,  where 
he  sojourned  until  1876.  That  j-ear  he  came  to- 
Kansas  and  settled  on  Wildcat  Creek,  Wildcat 
Township,  where  he  secured  160  acres  of  land  on 
section  34,  which  he  still  owns  and  operates.  His 
residence  is  now  in  Manhattan  Township,  three 
miles  northwest  of  the  city  on  section  11. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Strong  were  born  the  following 
children,  the  eldest  of  whom,  a  son,  James  R.,  mar- 
ried Miss  Maria  Putman,  has  four  children  and 
lives  in  Riley  Count}',  this  State.  Eunice  A.  died 
when  three  years  old ;  Ralph  I.  married  Miss  Jane 
Ashton,  is  the  father  of  four  children  and  is  farm- 
ing in  Wildcat  Township;  Mar}-  E.  married  James 
II.  Warrell,  has  five  children  and  they  are  living 
near  Eureka  Lake  in  Ogden  Township;    Charles  A. 


married  Miss  Martha  V.  Zeller;  he  is  the  father  of 
three  children  and  is  employed  as  a  teacher  in 
Waterville,  Marshall  County;  George G.  is  unmar- 
ried and  teaching  in  Madison  Township.  Addie, 
the  youngest  daughter,  is  single  and  makes  her 
home  with  her  parents. 

Mr.  Strong,  politically,  is  a  Republican  with  pro- 
hibition tendencies.  He  served  as  School  Director 
in  his  district  and  is  a  member  of  Lew  Gove  Post, 
No.  100,  G.  A.  R.  at  Manhattan.  He  and  his  wife 
belong  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Thej' 
occcupy  a  good  position,  socially,  and  in  their 
pleasant  home  are  surrounded  by  all  the  comforts 
of  life. 

_^- o^.^;7^,A^..o*o.^ -,— 

'^^HOMAS  B.  FETCH,  a  leading  farmer  of 
m^^  Sherman  Township,  Clay  County,  owns  and 
^^^y  operates  300  broad  acres  which  he  has 
brought  to  a  fine  state  of  cultivation,  and  upon 
which  he  has  erected  first-class  buildings,  fitted  up 
witli  all  the  modern  conveniences.  lie  lives  some- 
wliat  alone,  his  wife  having  died  in  Iowa,  and  his 
only  daughter  being  the  wife  of  William  Green- 
wood, who  is  represented  elsewhere  in  this  volume. 
A  native  of  Hardy  County,  W.  Va.,  Mr.  Fetch 
was  born  Feb.  7,  1819  and  was  there  reared  to 
man's  estate.  When  twenty  years  old  he  emigrated 
to  Logan  County,  Ohio,  and  was  there  in  due  time 
married  to  Miss  Caroline,  daughter  of  Thomas 
Seegar.  They  sojourned  there  seven  years  after- 
ward, then  going  into  Lake  County,  Ind.,  were  res- 
idents there  a  period  of  seven  years.  We  next  find 
them  in  Ringgold  County,  Iowa,  where  they  lived 
another  seven  years.  At  the  expiration  of  this 
Lime  they  came  to  Riley  County,  Kan.,  but  eigh- 
teen months  later  removed  to  Phelps  County,  Neb., 
where  Mr.  Fetch  homesteaded  land  and  lived  upon 
it  five  years.  Then  selling  out  he  came  to  Wash- 
ington County.  Kan.,  and  purchased  200  acres 
where  he  lived  eighteen  months.  Then  selling  out 
he  came  to  Claj'  County,  and  purchased  160  acres 
of  land  on  section  19.  Upon  it  there  stood  a 
shanty  and  eighteen  acres  were  broken;  beyond  this 
there  were  no  improvements.  Mr.  Fetch  labored 
industriously  as  a  tiller  of  the  soil,  planted  trees 
and    erected  buildings  aukl  lived   there  about  ten 
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years.  He  purchased  additional  land  until  he  was 
at  one  time  the  owner  of  700  acres.  He  has  since 
sold  a  part  of  this  and  gave  to  his  son-in-law, 
William  Greenwood,  eighty  acres,  wliere  tlie  latter 
now  lives. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fetch  there  were  born  six  chil- 
dren, five  of  whom  are  deceased.  Mrs.  Fetch  de- 
parted this  life  in  1864.  Our  subject  is  a  member 
in  good  standing  of  the  Christian  Church,  and  a 
man  generally  respected  among  his  neighbors.  He 
commenced  in  life  dependent  upon  his  own  resour- 
ces and  made  for  himself  a  good  record,  sociall.y 
and  financially. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Isaac  and  Bet- 
sey (Morris)  Fetch,  natives  of  West  Virginia, 
where  they  were  born,  married  and  died.  A  por- 
trait of  Mr.  Fetch  is  shown  elsewhere  in  this  volume. 


bIRAM  S.  ROBERTS,  M.D.,  the  present 
popular  Ma3'or  of  Manhattan,  is  eminent 
^yy  not  only  as  one  of  the  leading  phj'sicians  of 
(^  Kansas,  but  as  a  public  man.  holding  various 
prominent  State,  county  and  city  offices,  and  as  a 
leader  in  politics.  He  located  in  Manhattan  when 
it  was  in  its  infancy,  and  has  been  established  here 
in  his  profession  a  longer  time  than  any  other  doc- 
tor now  living  in  the  cit3^  He  also  enjoys  a  large 
practice,  his  learning  and  his  skill  early  gaining  him 
the  confidence  of  the  people,  and  he  is  the  beloved 
physician  in  many  a  household,  where  his  kindlj- 
presence  has  brought  healing,  and  where  he  is 
always  a  welcome  guest. 

The  Doctor  is  a  native  of  Galesburg,  Knox  Co., 
111.,  and  born  Oct.  6,  1840.  W.  E.  Roberts,  his 
father,  was  a  native  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  His  father, 
Edward  Roberts,  was  born  in  Fhiladelphia,  a  son 
of  ^Enos  Roberts,  who  came  from  Wales,  the  early 
home  of  the  family,  to  America  in  Colonial  times, 
and  settled  in  the  Quaker  City.  The  grandfather 
of  our  subject  was  reared  and  educated  in  Fhila- 
delphia,and  there  learned  the  trade  of  a  ship  carpen- 
ter. He  assisted  in  raising  the  fleet  that  w.as  sunk 
in  Lake  Champlain  during  the  War  of  1812.  and 
our  subject  has  in  his  possession  one  of  two  razors 
that  his  grandfather  took   from   the  flagship.     Me 


resided  in  Brooklyn  at  one  time,  and  went  from 
that  city  to  Vermont,  and  his  last  days  were  spent 
in  the  town  of  Vergennes,  that  State. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  reared  to  manhood 
among  the  hills  of  Vermont.  He  early  learned  the 
cabinet-maker's  trade,  and  continued  to  reside  in 
the  Green  Mountain  State,  working  at  his  calling, 
till  1838.  In  that  year  he  became  a  pioneer  of 
Illinois,  removing  thither  the  entire  distance  from 
New  England  with  teams.  He  located  in  Gales- 
burg Township  on  the  edge  of  Henderson  Grove, 
making  a  claim  to  a  tract  of  Government  land.  He 
first  lived  in  a  log  house,  which  was  the  birthplace 
of  our  subject,  and  then  replaced  it  by  a  more  sub- 
stantial dwelling.  There  were  not  many  settle- 
ments in  Knox  County,  and  while  he  resided  on  his 
first  claim  the  nearest  markets  were  Peoria  and 
Chicago.  About  1843  he  sold  that  place,  and  buy- 
ing village  property  in  Hendersonville,  made  his 
home  there.  At  different  times  he  purchased  land 
in  the  vicinity,  which  he  farmed,  and  about  ten 
years  after  moving  to  the  village,  he  entered  the 
mercantile  business,  though  he  did  not  abandon 
agriculture  entirely,-  but  combined  farming  and 
dealing  in  stock  with  his  other  business.  He  made 
several  trips  to  Buffalo  with  cattle,  driving  them 
to  Dunkirk,  and  shipping  them  from  that  point. 
He  resided  in  Hendersonville  till  1875,  accumulat- 
ing a  comfortable  property,  which  he  sold  in  the 
3-ear  mentioned  and  came  to  Manhattan,  and  passed 
his  closing  years  with  our  subject,  dying  Dec.  25, 
1886.  The  mother  of  our  subject,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Lucy  A.  Waterman,  was  born  in  Flatts- 
burg,  N.  Y.,  and  she  died  in  Knox  County  in  April, 
1872.  There  were  six  children  born  to  her  and  her 
husband— Edward  W.,  William  G.,  John  H.,  Hiram 
S.,  Charles  B.  and  George  B. 

Our  subject  received  his  early  education  in  a  dis- 
trict school,  and  prepared  for  college  at  Henderson 
Academy,  and  in  June,  1857,  entered  Knox  Col- 
lege at  Galesburg.  Pursuing  a  four  year's  course, 
he  was  gradu.ated  in  June,  1861,  and  in  the  winter 
of  1861-62  taught  school.  He  had  previously 
commenced  the  study  of  medicine,  and  continued 
his  studies  till  the  summer  of  1862,  when  he  laid 
aside  his  books  to  enlist,  becoming  a  member  of 
Company  C,  69th   Illinois   Infantry.     The  term  of 
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his  enlistment  was  for  three  months,  but  it  was  ex- 
tended to  five,  his  regiment  being  stationed  at  Chi- 
cago. After  his  discharge  tlie  Doctor  attended 
medical  lectures  at  Rush  Medical  College.  He  re- 
enlisted  in  January,  1863,  his  name  being  enrolled 
among  those  of  the  volunteers  of  Companj-  E,  83d 
Illinois  Infantrj'.  He  was  immediately  appointed 
Hospital  Steward  of  his  regiment,  and  was  in  charge 
of  the  post  hospital  at  Ft.  Donelson,  and  later  at 
Clarksville,  Tenn.,  his  medical  knowledge  making 
him  more  serviceable  in  healing  the  wounded  and 
sick,  than  his  skill  in  the  use  of  firearms  would  have 
made  him  in  killing  the  enemy  on  the  battlefield. 
He  continued  in  the  service  until  the  close  of  the 
war,  the  experience  that  he  gained  and  the  skill 
tint  he  acquired  in  surgical  operations  amid  those 
dreadful  scenes  of  carnage  being  of  inestimable 
value  to  him  in  his  after  professional  career.  He 
was  honorably  discharged  with  his  regiment  at 
Nashville,  in  July,  1865.  and  after  returning  home 
visited  Vermont  and  New  lork,  till  October,  and 
then  became  a  student  in  the  celebrated  Jefferson 
Medical  College,  at  Philadelphia,  from  which  so 
many  of  the  noted  phj'sicians  of  this  country  have 
been  graduated.  He  was  graduated  in  March,  LS66, 
and  in  May  of  that  year  began  the  practice  of  his 
profession  in  Manhattan,  and  with  what  success  he 
has  carried  it  on  here  ever  since  we  have  seen. 

Dr.  Roberts  was  married  in  Januar}-,  1868,  to 
Miss  Mary  L.  Fuller,  a  native  of  Jamestown,  N.  Y., 
and  she  presides  charmingly  over  the  unusuallypleas- 
ant  and  attractive  home  that  they  have  established 
here,  whose  doors  are  alwa3's  hospitably  open  to 
their  large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances,  and 
even  the  stranger  often  shares  its  comforts.  The 
Doctor  and  his  wife  have  two  sons — Herbert  F.  and 
Norman  L.  Herbert  is  a  student  in  the  State  I'ni- 
versity.  | 

Possessing    a    fine  medical  education  and   more    1 
than  ordinary  skill  as  a  physician  and  surgeon,  and 
with    a    high    reputation   for  coping  with  diflBcult   I 
cases,  Dr.  Roberts   has  easily  won   his  way  to  the    ■ 
head    of  his    profession.     His    talents    are    by    no 
means  limited  to  his  calling;  he  is  recognized  as  a    I 
keen   business    man    of    exceptional    financial   and 
esceutive   aliility.    nnd    those   traits    have   brought 
him  prominently  liufure  the    public  in  various  otti-   | 


cial  capacities.  He  is  President  of  the  County 
Board  of  Pension  Examiners,  having  served  on  the 
board  since  1867.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the 
State  Board  of  Health  four  years.  In  politics,  he 
has  always  been  a  stanch  Republican,  and  is  a 
standard  bearer  of  the  part^',  being  Chairman  of 
the  21st  Judicial  District  Central  Committee,  and 
Secretary  of  the  Fifth  Congressional  District  Cen- 
tral Committee,  has  served  as  a  member  of  the 
County  Central  Committee,  and  has  represented  the 
county  in  numerous  conventions.  He  is  identified 
with  Manhattan  Lodge  No.  190.  A.  O.  U.  W..  as 
one  of  its  most  prominent  members,  and  he  belongs 
to  Manhattan  Lodge  No.  1465,  K.  of  H.  In  Feb- 
ruary, 1889,  he  was  a  delegate  to  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  the  A,  O.  U.  W.,  held  at  McPherson,  and  acted 
in  the  same  capacity  at  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the 
K.  of  H.  at  Topeka  in  September,  1889.  As  Sur- 
geon-General of  the  Kansas  National  Guards,  Dr. 
Roberts  is  a  member  of  Gov.  Humphrey's  staff. 
Notwithstanding  the  demands  of  his  profession  and 
of  his  official  duties  in  the  offices  mentioned,  our 
subject  has  always  found" time  to  aid  in  the  advance- 
ment of  his  adopted  city,  and  even  to  take  part  in 
the  administration  of  its  public  affairs.  He  has 
furthered  the  cause  of  education  within  its  bounds, 
as  one  of  the  most  aclive  members  of  its  School 
Board  for  several  years.  His  fellow-citizens  have 
manifested  their  confidence  in  his  wisdom  and  in- 
tegritj'  b}'  calling  him  to  the  highest  office  within 
their  gift,  the  Mayoralty  of  the  city,  and  under  his 
able  guidance  Manhattan  seems  lo  have  entered 
upon  a  new  era  of  prosperity,  and  the  highest  in- 
terests of  the  municipalit}^  are  advanced  by  his 
liberal  and  enlightened  policy. 


JrONATHAN    F.  RAIRDE] 
|!    of  Public  Instruction  of 
I,    elected   to  this  office  in 
J/'    1888,  and  assumed  its  dut 


ONATHAN  F.  RAIRDEN,  Superintendent 
Clay  County, 
the  latter  part  of 
^vra^  jooo,  aim  assuuicii  lus  duties,  Jan.  14,  1889. 
He  has  arisen  to  his  i)resent  responsible  position 
only  through  a  course  of  close  attention  to  the  mat- 
ters connected  therewith,  followed  up  through  many 
years  with  a  genuine  and  warm  interest  in  the  cause 
of  education.     He  was  born  in  Franklin  County, 
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Ind.,  Feb.  4,  1831,  liut  five  years  later  was  taken 
by  his  parents  to  Ripley  County,  Inrt.,  where  he  so- 
journed until  a  young-  man  of  twenty-three.  He 
was  reared  on  his  father's  farm,  and  after  leaving 
the  district  school,  was  a  student  at  Woodward 
College  (Cincinnati.  Ohio),  and  was  graduated 
from  that  institution  with  the  degree  of  A.  B.  in 
1848,  when  a  youth  of  seventeen  years. 

Soon  after  receiving  his  diploma,  Mr.  Rairden 
engaged  in  teaching  at  Versailles,  the  county  seat 
of  Ripley  County,  Ind.  On  the  2d  of  March,  1849, 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  J.  Grimes,  and  in 
1854,  they  removed  to  Fayette  County,  Iowa.  He 
there  took  up  a  tract  of  Government  land,  from 
which  he  opened  up  a  farm  which  constituted  his 
home,  while  he  still  followed  the  profession  of  a 
teacher.  In  the  meantime  the  village  of  Oelwein 
sprang  up  near  his  farm,  increasing  the  value  of 
the  latter  upon  which  he  effected  improvements  as 
rapidly  as  possible.  About  that  time  Mr.  Rairden 
entered  the  ministry  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  was 
given  charge  of  the  church  at  Tripoli,  in  Bremer 
County. 

Later  he  was  stationed  in  Fairbank,  Buchanan 
County,  and  at  the  close  of  the  war  was  appointed 
by  the  Baptist  Home  Missionary  Society,  to  take 
charge  of  the  fragments  of  broken  churches  over  a 
quarter  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  and  in  pursuance 
of  these  duties,  traveled  for  five  years,  having  a 
general  oversiglit  of  the  work.  He  organized  and 
re-organized  twenty-three  churches,  preached  370 
sermons  on  an  average  for  five  years,  and  baptized 
600  converts.  He  thus  broke  himself  down  with 
hard  work,  and  while  preaching  to  an  association  at 
Bethlehem,  Clark  County,  to  an  audience  of  3,000 
persons,  and  endeavoring  to  speak  so  all  could  hear, 
he  burst  a  blood  vessel  in  the  right  lung,  and 
was  therefore  compelled  to  abandon  the  work. 

Upon  a  partial  recovery,  Mr.  Rairden  came  to 
this  State  with  the  intention  of  taking  up  a  home- 
stead and  making  for  himself  a  place  to  die.  He 
reached  Clay  Countj-  with  his  family  on  the  1st  of 
Ootober,  1870,  filed  his  claim  upon  land  which  lay 
three  miles  southeast  of  Clifton,  and  which  was  at 
that  time  in  the  midst  of  a  wild  country.  Contrary 
to  his  expectations,  he  began  to  improve  and  gives 
to  the  Kansas  climate  the  iionor  of  restoring   his 


health,  enabling  him  to  perform  nineteen  years  of 
solid  labor.  He  re-entered  the  ministry,  preaching 
at  Claj'  Center  one-third  of  the  time  for  three  years, 
and  being  the  first  pastor  of  the  church  there.  He 
administered  baptism  to  the  first  individual  receiv- 
ing this  ordinance — Mrs.  A.  Huntress — who  was 
the  first  woman  to  settle  in  Clay  County. 

Mr.  Rairden  organized  the  first  society  at  Clyde, 
and  was  instrumental  in  the  erection  of  the  churcli 
edifice.  He  preached  there  occasionall}'  for  years. 
He  organized  the  church  and  assisted  in  the  erec- 
tion of  the  churcli  edifice  at  Clifton,  and  was  its 
pastor  for  eight  years.  He  also  organized  the  Bap- 
tist Church  at  Fancy  Creek  near  Green,  and  was 
also  the  pastor  of  this  for  a  number  of  years.  He 
organized  the  church  at  "Washington,  doing  efficient 
service  in  the  erection  of  their  building.  He  has 
administered  baptism  to  more  than  500  persons  in 
Kansas.  During  this  time  the  farm  furnished  his 
support,  and  mostly  educated  his  children. 

Until  June,  1886,  Mr.  Rairden  was  an  active 
minister,  and  then  withdrew  on  account  of  cancer 
of  the  lip.  This  was  removed  by  the  surgeon's 
knife  at  Washington,  Iowa,  March,  1887,  when  a 
complete  cure  was  effected,  although  Mr.  Rairden 
was  disabled  from  speaking  much  in  public.  He 
however,  has  organized  churches  since,  and  main- 
tains his  interest  in  the  work.  To  him  and  his  ex- 
cellent wife  there  have  been  born  eight  children, 
only  four  of  whom  are  living:  Maty  Jane  is  the 
wife  of  S.  J.  Rudd,  of  Sherman  Township;  Nelson 
B.  was  graduated  from  the  Louisville  Theological 
Seminary,  and  is  now  the  general  missionary  of  Iowa, 
with  headquarters  at  Washington,  Iowa;  John  R. 
was  graduated  from  the  same  seminary,  and  is  pas- 
tor of  the  Walnut  Street  Baptist  Church,  at  Bur- 
lington; Judson  B.  completed  his  studies  in  Ottawa 
University,  and  is  studying  law. 

Mr.  Rairden  has  reason  to  be  proud  of  his  boys,  as 
the}'  are  young  men  of  more  than  ordinary  promise. 
He  retains  ownership  of  his  200-acre  farm,  Init 
makes  his  home  in  the  city.  He  was  elected  to  his 
present  position  as  Superintendent  of  Public  In- 
struction on  account  of  his  marked  ability,  and  his 
usefulness  in  promoting  both  the  moral,  religious, 
and  educational  interests  of  Clay  County. 

Mrs.  Sarah  J.  (Grimes)  Rairden  was  born  in  Rii)- 
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ley  County.  Infl.,  Dec.  14.  1830,  and  lived  there 
until  the  time  of  iier  maniage.  The  father  of  our 
subject  was  Jonathan  Rairden,  a  native  of  Harri- 
son County,  Ky.,  where  he  was  reared  to  man's  es- 
tate, and  married  Miss  Emily  Osborn.  Upon  the 
birth  of  his  first  child  he  declared  that  he  would 
never  rear  his  offspring  under  the  evil  influences  of 
slavery,  and  .accordingly  left  the  State.  In  addi- 
tion to  his  anti-slavery  sentiments  which  he  uphekl 
with  all  the  energy  of  his  character,  he  also  fought 
the  whisky  element,  and  imbued  liis  children  with 
his  own  sentiments  in  regard  to  both.  Jonathan  F. 
was  the  youngest  of  ten  children,  all  of  whom  with 
one  exception,  lived  to  mature  j-ears.  The  mother 
passed  away  when  Jonathan  F.  was  a  boy  of  ten 
and  he  afterward  made  his  home  with  his  brother, 
a  practicing  attorne}'  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  in 
that  city  received  his  early  education. 


PRANCIS  MARION  PEPPER,  physician 
and  surgeon.  This  gentleman  is  the  oldest 
physician  in  the  tliriving  town  of  Randolph, 
Riley  County,  and  enjoys  an  extensive  practice, 
being  frequently  called  into  Pottawatomie  and  Mar- 
shall counties,  as  well  as  to  the  out-lying  districts 
of  this  county.  He  enjoys  the  respect  and  confi- 
dence of  the  citizens  as  a  man  of  excellent  charac- 
ter as  well  as  undoubted  professional  ability.  As 
will  be  seen  in  the  sketch  of  his  life  Dr.  Pepper  had 
but  limited  advantages  in  his  youth,  and  is  a  self- 
made  man  as  far  as  his  education,  professional  skill 
and  financial  standing  are  concerned. 

The  Pepper  family  is  of  English  extraction,  the 
ancestors  of  our  subject  being  early  settlers  in  the 
Old  Dominion.  In  that  State,  John  Pepper,  the 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born  and  was  for 
some  years  engaged  in  farming.  He  then  removed  to 
Kentucky,  carrying  on  the  same  occupation  there  on 
alarge  scale.  The  next  in  the  line  of  descent  was 
John,  the  father  of  our  subject,  who  was  born  in 
Virginia,  and  when  a  boy  accompanied  his  father 
to  the  Blue  Grass  State.  When  of  age  he  entered 
a  farm  of  160  acres,  following  the  occupation  to 
which  he  had  been  reared.  Like  his  father  he  w.is 
a  slave   owner,  but  never  bartered    or    traded    in 


human  lives.  He  owned  but  sixteen  or  twenty. 
In  1844  he  moved  to  Platte  County,  Mo.,  and 
purchased  160  acres  of  what  wa?  known  as  the 
"Platte  Purchase."  There  he  farmed  until  gathered 
to  liis  fathers.  He  was  a  stanch  Democrat,  and 
a  member  of  the  Ciu'istian  Church.  His  wife, 
Elizabeth  Duval,  was  born  in  Mason  County,  Ky., 
and  died  in  Platte  County,  Mo.,  in  1847,  aged 
fifty-nine  years.  Her  father.  Motley  Duval  was  a 
native  of  Virginia,  and  an  early  settler  in  Ken- 
tucky, where  he  was  engaged  in  farming  until  his 
death.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Pepper  Jr.,  had  twelve 
children,  nine  of  whom  lived  to  years  of  maturity. 
Only  two  of  these,  the  subject  of  this  sketcli  and 
his  sister  Martha,  now  Mrs.  Dixon  of  Buchanan 
County,  Mo.,  now  survive.  IIarve3',  John,  Samuel 
and  Motlej^,  who  preceded  our  subject  in  order  of 
birth,  and  Ann,  Lucy  and  Jane  who  followed  him, 
are  deceased,  and  three  who  died  in  infancy. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  was  reared  to 
the  age  of  ten  years  in  Mason  Count}^  Ky.,  where 
liis  birth  had  taken  place  April  21,  1834.  He  there 
enjoyed  such  school  advantages  as  were  opened  to 
a  lad  of  his  j'ears.  In  1844  he  accompanied  his 
parents  to  Missouri,  the  journey  being  made  down 
the  Ohio  River  and  up  the  Missouri  to  the  western 
part  of  the  State,  where  they  located  in  the  timber. 
Mr.  Pepper  assisted  in  clearing  the  farm  and  the 
distance  fiom  s(;hools  circumscribed  his  educational 
privileges. 

When  sixteen  years  old,  Mr.  Pepper  went  to 
Platte  City,  where  for  a  period  of  four  years  he 
was  engaged  as  clerk  in  a  dry-goods  store.  During 
this  time  he  read  medicine  under  Dr.  Black,  his 
emplo3'er,  who  was  one  of  the  leading  physicians 
of  the  city.  In  1854  Mr.  Pepper  started  a  general 
store  at  Rushville,  that  county,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Dickson  &  Pepper.  The  business  w.as 
conducted  until  1860,  when  on  account  of  the  large 
credit,  the  firm  closed  out  and  dissolved  partner- 
ship, Mr.  Pepper  continuing  in  the  town  engaged 
at  different  pursuits,  principallj'  trading  in  stock 
until  1863.  He  then  went  back  to  the  State  and 
count^^  in  whicli  his  childhood  was  passed  and  there 
dealt  in  stock  until  1870,  when  he  returned  to 
Rushville.  Mo.,  and  engaged  iu  the  practice  of  his 
profession,  likewise  dealing  somewhat  in  live  stock. 
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After  a  sojourn  of  a  few  months  Dr.  Pepper  re- 
moved to  America  City,  Pottawatomie  Co.,  Kan., 
and  after  practicing  his  profession  there  for  a  twelve- 
month came  to  this  place  and  establislied  himself, 
beginning  his  professional  labors  the  second  day 
after  his  arrival. 

When  Dr.  Pepper  opened  his  office  in  this  place 
there  were  only  about  a  score  of  houses  here,  and 
he  has  witnessed  the  growth  of  the  town  to  its 
present  prosperous  condition  and  aspect.  In  1880 
Dr.  Pepper,  in  ijartnership  ivith  Dr.  I.  Mayfield,  un- 
der the  firm  name  of  Mayfield  &  Pepper,  engaged 
in  the  drug  business,  which  they  conducted  for  four 
years.  The  pai'tnership  was  then  dissolved,  and 
since  that  time  Dr.  Pepper  has  given  his  whole  at- 
tention to  his  profession.  He  holds  a  State  diploma 
bearing  date  Aug.  '27.  1879.  He  owns  his  residence 
and  lots  in  this  city,  and  has  several  fine  equines  in 
hi.s  stables,  having  the  keen  eye  of  a  connoisseur 
for  horse  flesh. 

In  Platte  County,  Mo.,  May  10,  1854.  the  rites 
of  wedlock  were  celebrated  between  Dr.  Pepper  and 
Miss  Elizabeth  Yocum,  who  was  born  in  Montgom- 
ery County.  Ky.  To  Dr.  Pepper  and  his  estimable 
wife  seven  children  have  been  born,  three  sons  and 
four  daughters.  Joiin  B.,  Celeste  and  Leonora  are 
deceased.  Those  living  are:  May  L.,the  first  born, 
who  is  married  to  Mr.  S.  M.  Crook,  and  their  home 
is  in  Smith  County,  this  State;  Jimmattie  married 
John  Ka_y  and  lives  in  this  city;  both  of  these  ladies 
were  highly  educated,  and  Jimmattie  taught  sev- 
eral terms  before  her  marriage.  Thomas  G.,  the 
eldest  son,  is  a  prominent  farmer  in  Ness  County; 
F.  M.  Jr.,  was  graduated  from  the  Randolph  High 
School  with  the  honors  of  his  class.  His  com- 
mencement esssay,  "From  a  School  Boy  to  a  Man," 
was  pronounced  a  fine  effort,  the  subject  being 
handled  to  perfection.  The  young  gentlemnn  pos- 
sesses scholarship  .of  no  mean  order,  and  will  un- 
doubtedly make  ids  mark  in  the  years  to  come.  He 
is  now  teaching  in  the  intermediate  department  of 
the  Randolph  Schools. 

Dr.  Pepper  belongs  to  the  I.  ( ).  ( ).  F.  and 
A.  F.  <fe  A.  M.  lodges  In  Randolph.  He  is  a  Dem- 
ocrat, and  in  1880  was  the  only  citizen  of  Randolph 
who  voted  a  straight  Democratic  ticket.  He  has 
served  at  various  times  as  delegate  to  county  con- 


ventions of  his  party.  He  belongs  to  the  State 
Eclectic  Medical  Association.  Mrs.  Pepper  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
was  Steward  for  three  years,  while  the  Doctor  is  a 
member  of  the  Christian  Churcii  at  Rushville.  Mo. 
For  four  years  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  City 
Council.  His  influence  and  popularity  are  manifest 
to  any  who  visit  the  thriving  town  of  wiiich  he  is  a 
resident. 

W^ILLIAM  M.  SNOW,  a  distinguished  resi- 
dent of  Manhattan,  is  honored  as  one  of 
the  pioneers  of  Kansas.  He  was  an  early 
settler  of  Riley  County,  and  soon  after  coming 
here -was  elected  to  one  of  its  important  offices, 
and  has  held  various  responsible  public  positions  at 
different  times  since,  always  discharging  their 
duties  with  a  singleness  of  purpose  and  a  conscien- 
tious regard  to  the  trusts  imposed  upon  him  that 
won  him  the  approbation  and  confidence  of  all.  In 
1881  he  entered  tlie  abstract  business,  and  has  pre- 
pared a  complete  list  of  absti-act  books,  whicli  is 
the  only  set  of  abstracts  in  the  county. 

Our  subject  is  a  worthy  descendant  of  an  old  and 
honored  New  England  family,  and  was  himself 
born  in  that  part  of  the  country.  Providence,  R.  I., 
being  the  place  of  his  birth,  and  Dec.  30,  1820.  the 
date  thereof.  Deacon  William  Snow,  his  father, 
was  a  native  of  the  same  State,  born  in  Little 
Compton,  on  the  18th  of  November.  1794,  a  son 
of  John  Snow,  who  was  born  June  26,  1769,  and 
was  a  son  of  James  Snow,  who  w.as  born  Dec.  30. 
1730.  The  father  of  the  latter,  De.acon  Joseph 
Snow,  was  born  in  Providence,  in  1690,  and  his 
father,  Joseph  .Snow,  was  born  in  Bridgewater 
Mass.,  in  1668,  a  son  of  one,  William  Snow,  who 
was  born  in  England,  in  1634.  and  was  the  first  of 
the  family  to  come  to  America.  He  located  in 
Duxbur}-,  Mass..  for  awhile,  and  then  settled  in 
Bridgewater,  and  his  death  occurred  in  1708.  His 
wife  was  Rebecca  Barker,  and  she  was  a  daughter 
of  Robert  Barker.  Their  son  Joseph  mariied  a 
lady  named  Hopestill,  and  died  in  1753.  Their 
son.  Deacon  Joseph  Snow,  married  P^lizabeth  Field,  a 
daughter  of  Captain  and  Elizabeth  (Ames)  Field. 
Their  son,  the  Rev.  James  Snow,  the  great-grand- 
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fatlior  of  our  subject,  marrierl  Ilannali  Searle,  a 
(laughter  of  Solomon  Searle.  Mis  life  enderl  in 
Providence,  Oct.  8,  1812.  John  Snow,  grandfather 
of  our  subject,  was  for  many  years  a  messenger  of 
the  United  States  Bank,  and  he  spent  his  entire  life 
in  Providence.  He  married  Hannah  Cory,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Capt.  William  Cory,  of  Newport,  R.  I.  The 
father  of  our  subject  was  reared  in  his  native  cit_v, 
and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  the  Dyeing,  Ble.aching  and  Calendering 
Company  in  Providence,  and  subsequently  arose  to 
the  position  of  agent  and  treasurer  of  the  com- 
pany, which  offices  he  held  over  fifty  years,  having 
the  entire  confidence  of  all  concerned,  as  his  life 
of  strict  integrity  and  blamelessness  merited.  He 
was  a  lifelong  resident  of  Providence,  dying  there 
at  a  venerable  age,  April  26.  1872.  His  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Narcissa  Lippitt,  was  born  in 
Providence,  Feb.  9,  1797;  Nov.  18,  1816,  was  the 
date  of  her  wedding  day;  and  Feb.  9,  1853,  she  de- 
parted this  life.  John  and  Ann  Maria  (Bowler) 
Lippitt  were  her  parents,  and  she  was  a  grand- 
daughter of  Christopher  and  Catherine  (Holden) 
Lippitt,  her  grandmother  being  a  lineal  descendant 
of  Roger  Williams  in  the  fifth  generation.  Of  the 
seven  children  born  to  the  parents  of  our  subject, 
the  following  four  were  reared  to  maturity:  Wal- 
ter, William,  Maria  and  John  Lippitt. 

He  of  whom  we  write  grew  to  man's  estate  in 
the  city  of  his  birth,  and  gained  an  excellent  edu- 
cation in  its  public  schools,  which  he  attended  quite 
steadily  till  he  was  fourteen.  At  that  age  he  went 
into  the  bleaehery  office  to  assist  his  father,  and 
continued  there  till  1854.  In  that  year  he  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  of  stoves  in  Providence. 
In  tlie  month  of  March,  1857,  he  started  for  the 
Territory  of  Kansas,  coming  by  rail  to  Jefferson 
City,  Mo.,  then  the  western  terminus  of  the  rail- 
way, and  there,  with  others,  procuring  a  prairie 
schooner  and  five  yoke  of  oxen,  and  crossing  the 
Missouri  River,  journeyed  over  the  prairies  to  the 
frontier  town  of  Manhattan,  which  w.as  then  but  a 
small  place,  containing  only  about  100  people. 
Andrew  J.  Mead  was  at  th."it  time  one  of  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  town,  and  our  subject  clerked  for 
him  a  few  months.  He  was  then  called  to  other 
duties  as  a  public  official,  ))eing  elected   in  the  fall 


after  his  arrival  County  Clerk,  anil  soon  after  ap- 
pointed Register  of  the  Western  Land  District, 
which  position  he  held  two  years,  besides  being 
Registrar  of  Deeds  at  the  same  time.  When  he 
first  came  here  nearly  all  the  land  in  Kansas  was  in 
the  hands  of  the  Government,  and  the  most  of  it 
has  since  been  sold  at  -^1.25  per  acre,  or  taken  as 
homesteads,  although  there  is  still  public  land  re- 
maining. Deer,  antelopes  .and  wild  turkeys  were 
plentiful,  .ind  only  a  few  miles  to  the  westward 
buffaloes  roamed,wliere  are  now  fine  farms  and  thriv- 
ing villages  and  populous  cities.  It  has  been  Mr. 
Snow's  fortune  to  witness  much  of  the  change 
wrought  by  the  hand  of  man  since  he  first  set  foot 
on  these  wild  prairies  in  that  spring  month  thirty- 
two  years  ago,  and  it  has  been  his  privilege  to  aid 
his  fellow-pioneers  in  the  upbuilding  of  this  por- 
tion of  this  now  prosperous  and  powerful  common- 
wealth. In  1861  he  located  on  his  farm  in  Ashland 
Township,  and  for  two  years  was  actively  engaged 
in  its  improvement.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time 
he  returned  to  his  old  home  in  the  East  to  settle 
his  brother  Walter's  estate,  and  he  continued  to 
reside  in  Providence  till  1869,  when  he  again 
came  to  Manhattan.  He  was  soon  after  elected 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  served  fourteen  years, 
and  in  1884  he  was  elected  Probate  Judge,  which 
office  he  held  two  years.  He  was  considered  a  fear- 
less, just  and  upright  judge,  who  showed  wise  dis- 
crimination and  a  good  knowledge  of  law  in  his 
decisions.  As  before  mentioned,  he  entered  the 
abstract  business  in  1881,  and  has  since  been  en- 
gaged at  that. 

Mr.  Snow  and  IMiss  Helen  JM.  Hall,  of  Schuyler 
County,  N.  Y.,  were  united  in  marriage  in  1860, 
and  their  union  has  been  one  of  mutual  happiness 
and  benefit,  and  a  daughter  and  a  son  have  crowned 
it  with  blessings.  Their  daughter,  Cora  L.,  is  the 
wife  of  S.  A.  Sawyer;  their  son,  William  C,  is  a 
student  in  the  Kansas  Military-  Academy,  at  Salina. 

The  life  of  our  subject  has  been  eminently  pure 
and  without  guile  both  in  public  and  in  private,  as 
he  has  the  courage  and  the  intelligence  to  uphold  the 
sterling  principles  that  have  been  his  guide  at  all 
times  and  in  all  places.  Besides  the  offices  men- 
tioned that  he  has  held,  he  has  borne  a  part  in  the 
administration  of  the  municipal  affairs  of  this  city. 
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as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Councilors.  He  was 
one  of  the  Council  when  Horace  Greelej'  visited 
Manhattan  in  the  course  of  his  noted  Western  tour, 
and  in  the  absence  of  the  Mayor,  our  subject  re- 
ceeived  the  distinguished  guest,  and  gracefully  did 
the  honors  of  the  city.  Formerly  a  Whig  in  poli- 
tics, Mr.  Snow  has  been  a  partisan  of  the  Repub- 
lican party  since  its  formation.  He  and  liis  wife 
are  people  of  high  Christian  character,  and  devoted 
members  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  he  has 
been  .Senior  Warden  for  some  years.  He  is  identi- 
fied with  ^tlie  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  belongino^  to  Lafay- 
ette Loda;e  No.  U!. 


PRED  WYSS.  Tlie  subject  of  this  notice, 
who  is  a  leader  among  the  Swiss  population 
of  Bloom  Township.  Claj'  County,  is  a 
man  of  much  intelligence,  highly  respected  in  his 
community  and  has  held  most  of  the  local  offices. 
He  owns  and  operates  a  good  farm  on  section  9, 
160  acres  in  extent,  which  lie  homesteaded  and 
settled  upon  in  1871.  The  land  isnatnrall3'  fertile 
and  well-watered  by  Mulberry  Creek,  and  under  the 
wise  management  of  the  proprietor  yields  him 
liandsome  returns. 

Mr.  AVyss  is  one  or  those  men  wlio  came  to 
Northern  Kansas  poor  in  purse  and  who  by  the 
exercise  of  industry  and  perseverance,  have  become 
well-to-do.  He  was  born  in  the  Canton  of  Bern, 
Switzerland,  June  19,  1847  where  he  spent  the  first 
nineteen  years  of  his  life.  Upon  emigrating  to 
America  in  1866,  he  settled  first,  in  Tuscarawas 
County,  Ohio,  where  he  lived  six  years  engaged 
as  a  cheese-malier.  He  had  been  reared  to  habits  of 
industry,  his  parents  being  in  moderate  circum- 
stances, and  iiis  father,  John  Wyss,  a  cooper  by 
trade.  The  latter  spent  his  entire  life  in  his  native 
Canton  of  Bern,  dying  there  in  1866  when  sixty 
years  old.  He  was  an  honest  man  and  a  member  in 
good  standing  of  the  Oerman  Reformed  Church. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject 
was  Margaretta  Affolter.  She  likewise  was  born 
and  reared  in  the  Canton  of  Bern,  and  survived  her 
husband  a  number  of  years,  spending  her  last  days 
near  the  place  of  her  birth.     She  died  in    1885  at 


the  age  of  seventy-five  years.  The  parental  house- 
hold included  eight  children  of  whom  Frederick 
was  one  of  the  younger.  After  setting  out  for 
America,  young  Wyss  made  his  way  to  Havre, 
France,  wliere  he  boarded  a  sailing  vessel,  the 
"  Mercury  "  which  after  forty  days  on  tlie  ocean 
landed  him  in  New  York  City,  April  16,  1866. 
Tlience  he  wont  to  Ohio  and  from  there  came  to 
this  State. 

After  taking  up  his  land  Mr.  Wj-ss,  being  un- 
married, kept  bachelor's  hall  in  a  dugout.-  In  due 
time  he  made  the  acquaintance  of  Miss  Caroline 
Wyss,  to  whom  he  was  married  Aug.  17,  1876. 
Tins  lady  was  born  in  Tuscarawas  County,  Ohio, 
Nov.  10,  1858,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Christian 
and  Anna  (Nicholas)  Wyss,  natives  of  Switzerland, 
who  came  to  America  with  their  respective  parents 
in  their  childhood.  The  two  families  settled  in 
the  above  mentioned  county,  and  there  the  young 
people  were  reared  and  married.  Afterward  they 
located  upon  a  farm  and  the  father  of  Mrs.  Wyss 
became  well-to-do.  He  and  his  wife  are3'et  living 
in  Ohio,  being  now  quite  aged  and  somewhat  feeble. 
They  had  a  family  of  ten  children,  eight  of  whom 
are  living  and  with  the  exception  of  Mrs.  W3'ss 
milking  their  homes  in  Ohio.  To  our  subject  and 
his  wife  there  have  been  born  four  children,  viz: 
Charles  W..  Anna  M.,  Mary  E.  and  Ida.  Political)}-, 
Mr,  Wyss  supports  the  principles  of  the  Democratic 
part}'.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wyss  are  both  members  of 
the  German  Reformed  Church.  A  handsome  litlio- 
graphic  view  of  the  Wj-ss  residence  is  shown  ou 
anotlier  page  of  tiiiswork. 

(|1„.,^KNRY  WOEHLER.  Among  tlie  thrifty 
'jfjl  German  population  of  May  Day  Township, 
■k^  Riley  County,  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
((^  is  worthy  of  special  mention.  He  owns 
and  operates  320  acres  of  fine  land,  1 60  acres  lo- 
cated on  section  10  and  the  same  amount  on  section 
7,  the  residence  being  on  the  latter.  He  is  a  self- 
made  man,  one  who  commenced  practically  without 
means,  and  who,  by  a  course  of  industry'  and  pru- 
dence has  worked  his  way  up  to  a  good  position, 
sociallj'  and  financially. 


Residence  of  Henry  Woehler, Sec  7   Mayday Tp  Riley  Co 


Residence  of  Fred  Wyss  ,Sec  3  Bloom  Tp  Clay  Co 


Residence  of  O.C.Lund  Sec. 9.  Jackson  Tp.  Ri  ley  Co. 
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The  father  of  our  subject  is  Frederick  Woehler, 
likewise  a  native  of  the  Fatherland,  where  he  was 
roared  to  a  stalwart  manhood.  There  he  married 
a  maiden  of  his  own  country,  Miss  Louisa  Woehler, 
who  emigrated  to  America  with  her  family.  They 
worked  industriously  and  accumulated  considerable 
(if  this  world's  goods,  while,  at  the  same  time, 
their  integrity  won  for  them  the  respect  of  all  their 
associates.  The  mother  of  our  subject  died  in 
Marshall  County,  Kan.,  at  an  advanced  age;  the  fa- 
ther is  still  living,  making  his  home  on  a  good  farm 
in  May  Day  Township. 

Frederick  Woehler  and  his  excellent  wife  were 
the  parents  of  seven  children,  namely:  Frederick, 
Henry,  August,  Etta,  Theodore,  and  tw^o  who  died 
in  infancj'.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  Henry  was 
the  second  child  in  order  of  birth;  he  was  born  in 
the  Province  of  Prussia,  Germany,  March  4,  1849, 
lieing  at  the  present  writing  in  the  prime  of  a 
vigorous  manhood.  When  his  parents  came  to 
America  in  1866,  he  accompanied  them,  and  has 
since  made  his  home  in  Kansas.  At  first  he  lived 
with  his  father  and  mother  in  Marshall  County, 
but  in  1878,  started  out  for  himself  bj^  purchasing 
a  part  of  the  land  whicli  he  now  owns.  Prosperity 
has  since  attended  his  efforts,  and  he  is  now  num- 
bered with  the  influential  men  of  Riley  County. 

In  all  his  labors  Mr.  Woehler  has  had  the  aid 
and  devoted  co-operation  of  an  excellent  wife. 
Her  maiden  name  was  (Catherine  Dahm,  and  her  na- 
tive State  was  Wisconsin,  she  having  been  born  in 
Washington  County.  June  5,  1853.  Her  father  is 
Daniel  Dahm,  now  a  resident  of  Marshall  County, 
this  Slate.  Upon  reaching  womanhood,  Catherine 
Dahm  was  united  in  marriage  with  our  subject 
Oct.  9,  1873.  After  the  wedding  ceremony  had 
been  performed,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Woehler  com- 
menced the  journey  of  life  together  on  their  own 
farm,  and  have  labored  together  with  a  mutual 
purpose  in  view  and  have  gathered  around  them- 
selves all  the  comforts  of  life.  Of  the  nine  chil- 
dren who  came  to  bless  their  home,  only  four  are 
now  living,  Edward,  Lydia,  Ida,  and  Alvin.  They 
are  bright,  intelligent  children,  who  bid  fair  to  fulfill 
the  highest  expectations  of  their  parents,  and  to 
become  noble  men  and  women.  Our  subject  and 
his  intelligent  and  amiable  wife  are  welcomed  into 


the  best  families  of  tlie  conimunity.  and  stand  higli 
in  the  esteem  of  their  neighbors.  Their  home  is 
a  very  pleasant  one,  and  is  furnished  with  all  the 
evidence  of  cultivated  tastes.  A  lithographic  en- 
graving of  their  residence  and  its  pleasant'environ- 
ments.  of  which  they  are  justly  proud,  is  shown 
on  another  page  of  this  work. 


^^  C.  LUND.  Jackson  Townshii).  Riley  Coun- 
(l  ))  '•^'  "^  largely  indebted  to  its  intelligent 
^^  Swedish  population  for  its  present  i)rosperity. 
They  were  among  the  first  to  open  up  its  prairie  lands 
from  which  they  have  constructed  fertile  farms, 
and  have  become  a  well-informed  and  highly-re- 
spected portion  of  the  population.  Foremost  in 
his  community  is  the  subject  of  this  notice — a  man 
of  more  than  ordinary  intelligence,  liberal  and  pub- 
lic-spirited, and  remarkably  hospitable,  both  to  his 
friends  and  the  strangers  who  pass  within  his  doors. 
He  owns  a  fine  farm,  353  acres  in  extent,  oc- 
cupying a  portion  of  sections  4  and  9.  tiie  residence 
being  on  section  9. 

Mr.  Lund  was  born  near  Skaane,  Christianstads- 
land,  Sweden.  Dec.  29,  1843,  and  remained  on  his 
father's  farm  until  a  man  of  twent3'-six  years. 
Tiien,  not  being  satisfied  with  his  condition  or  his 
prospects,  he  set  out  for  America  on  an  ocean 
steamer  bound  from  Liverpool  to  Quebec,  whence 
he  proceeded  directly  to  Princeton.  111.  There  he 
entered  the  emplov  of  the  Burlington  ife  Missouri 
Railroad  Company,  track-laying  through  Iowa  to 
Lincoln.  Neb.  In  the  meantime  he,  the  following 
year,  1870,  came  to  Riley  County  and  homesteaded 
160  acres  of  land  on  the  high  prairies  along  Swede 
Creek.  He  made  improvements  as  time  and  op- 
portunity permitted,  at  the  same  time  holding  his 
situation  with  the  railroad  compan3\ 

In  1876  Mr.  Lund  sold  his  homestead  claim  and 
emigrated  by  rail  and  steamer  to  Oregon,  and  the 
first  year  there  engaged  in  a  brick  j^ard.  Later  he 
resumed  farming  and  remained  there  two  years.  In 
the  meantime  he  became  dissatisfied  with  the  six 
months'  rain  in  that  region,  so  returned  to  Kansas, 
and  in  1879  purchased  160  acres  of  his  present 
farm.     This  was  partially  improved,  and  under  the 
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careful  management  of  Mr.  Lund  it  has  advanced 
in  value  as  well  as  in  extent.  The  estate  is  tiuely 
located  between  and  on  both  sides  of  Fancy  and 
Walnut  ci-eeks,  where  there  is  a  fine  growth  of  tim- 
ber, from  which  Mr.  Lund  ships  considerable  wood 
to  Marysville.  This  is  considered  one  of  the  best 
stock  farms  in  Riley  County  for  its  sizp,  and  Mr. 
Lund  makes  a  specialty  of  high  grade  Short-horn 
cattle,  keeping  usually  about  fifty  head  of  these 
and  eight  head  of  draft  horses.  He  uses  two  teams 
in  the  operation  of  the  farm. 

After  coming  to  Riley  County,  Mr.  Lund  was 
was  married  at  the  bride's  home  in  Jackson  Town- 
ship, Dec.  25,  1873,  to  Miss  Martha,  daughter  of 
Andres  Peterson,  wlio  was  born  in  Dahlaland,  Swe- 
den, in  1820.  The  paternal  grandfather,  also 
named  Peter,  was  likewise  of  Swedish  birth  and 
ancestry,  and  a  farmer  by  occupation,  as  was  his 
son,  Andres.  The  latter  owned  two  farms,  but 
gave  the  old  homestead  to  his  sister  in  considera- 
tion of  taking  care  of  the  parents.  He  emigrated 
to  America  in  1868,  locating  first  in  St.  Joseph, 
Mo.,  and  was  joined  the  following  year  by  his 
family,  and  they  remained  there  until  1871.  That 
year  Mr.  Peterson  came  to  Jackson  Township,  Ri- 
lej^  Co.,  Kan.,  and  horaesteaded  eighty  acres  on 
section  21.  From  that  little  spot  of  ground  he  in 
due  time  built  up  his  present  farm.  He  is  in  com- 
fortable circumstances,  and  is  a  member  in  good 
standing  of  the  Swedish  Baptist  Church  at  Ran- 
dolph. The  mother,  formerly  Anna  Anderson,  was 
a  native  of  tiie  same  district  as  her  husband,  and 
was  l)orn  in  1822,  of  wealthy  parents.  She  died 
in  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  in  the  fall  of  1869,  soon  after 
coming  to  America.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peterson 
there  were  born  three  children — Mary,  the  wife  of 
A.  Epson,  a  prosperous  farmer  of  Jackson  Town- 
ship; Martha,  Mrs.  Lund,  and  Anna,  Mrs.  Hardin 
a  resident  of  Colorado. 

Mrs.  Lund  was  born  in  Dahlaland,  Sweden.  May 
29,  1849,  and  was  a  maiden  of  eighteen  years  when 
she  came  to  America  with  her  father.  They 
made  the  voyage  in  fifteen  days  and  Miss  Martha 
proceeded  to  Chicago, where  she  engaged  as  a  dress- 
maker and  milliner,  and  remained  there  until  her 
mother  followed  the  family  to  America.  She  then 
lived   with    her  parents   in  St.  Joseph.  Mo.,  until 


coming  to  Kansas.  Subsequently  she  resided  for  a 
time  in  Topeka.  Of  her  union  with  our  subject 
there  have  been  born  three  children — Adella,  de- 
1  cecased;  Selma  and  Christina.  Mr.  Lund,  politic- 
ally, is  an  ardent  Republican.  He  has  served  as 
Township  Treasurer,  and  for  the  last  three  years 
has  been  Road  Supervisor  in  his  district.  He  is  a 
charter  member  of  the  Swedish  Missionary  Church 
at  Randolph,  and  materially  assisted  in  the  erection 
of  the  church  edifice.  He  is  frequently  selected  as 
a  delegate  to  represent  his  party  in  the  county  con- 
ventions, and  has  for  a  number  of  times  served  as 
a  jurj'man. 

The  father  of  our  subject    was  Christian  Lund, 
who  was  likewise  of  Swedish  birth  and    parentage 
j    and  when  a  youth  of  eighteen  years  enlisted  in  the 
1    armj'  of  his  country,  in  which  he  served  for  thirty- 
I    tliree  years,  and   until    fifty-one  years  old.     Tlien 
resigning,  he  called  for  his  commission,  and  retired 
to  a  small  farm  which  he  owned  in  Christianstads- 
land  and  resided  there  until    his  death.     He  was  a 
man  of  good    education,  and  belonged    to  the  Lu- 
theran Church.     The  maiden   name  of  the  mother 
was  Hannah  Pearson,  and    she  spent  her  entire  life 
in  her  native  country.     They  were    the  parents  of 
eight  children,  six  of  whom  are  living,  but  the  sub- 
ject of  tins  notice  is  the  only  member  of  the  fam- 
il}^  who  emigrated  to  the  United  States. 

The  results  of  industry  and  perseverance  are 
fully  illustrated  in  the  home  surroundings  of  Mr. 
Lund  and  his  family,  whicii  are  faithfully  pre- 
sented bj-  the  artist's  pencil  on  another  page. 


|)ILLIAM  LYMAN.  Among  the  well  reg- 
ulated homes  of  Goshen  Township,  that  of 
Mr.  Lyman  is  worthy  of  due  mention. 
He  is  a  farmer  in  easy  circumstances,  having 
his  land  \inder  a  good  state  of  cultivation  and 
embellish(;d  with  suitable  and  convenient  buildings. 
The  dwelling  is  attractive  within  and  without,  and 
with  its  surroundings  very  nearly  approaches  the 
popular  idea  of  the  complete  rural  home. 

AVe   find    Mr.    Lyi'ian    many   leagues  from  his 
birthplace,  he  having  first  opened  his  eyes  to  the 
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light  in  Windsor  County,  Vt.,  April  14,  1814.  He 
was  reared  on  a  farm  among  the  hills  of  the  Green 
Mountain  State,  and  attended  the  district  school 
during  his  boyhood  and  youth,  remaining  a  resi- 
dent of  his  native  county  until  a  young  man  of 
twentj'-three  years.  He  was  then  married  in  April, 
1837,  to  Miss  Abbie  B.,  daughter  of  Rev.  Dr.  Elm- 
eriah  Chandler,  and  soon  afterward  with  his  young 
wife  set  out  for  New  York  State,  locating  in  Cat- 
taraugus, where  he  worked  as  a  carpenter  until 
18.52.  Then,  resolving  to  seek  the  farther  West, 
he  made  his  way  to  Wisconsin^  locating  in 
(irant  County,  and  purchased  land  upon  which  he 
farmed  and  worked  at  his  trade  until  the  fall  of 
1878.  His  next  removal  was  to  Claj'  County,  Kan., 
when  he  purchased  320  acres  of  land,  including  the 
1()0  where  he  now  lives.  He  parted  with  160 
acres  when  his  son  Odella  J.  started  out  for  him- 
self. This  farm  w.as  considerably  improved  at  the 
time  of  its  purchase  by  Mr.  Lj-raan.  Besides  this 
he  has  240  acres  in  Chickasaw  County,  Iowa. 

When  married  Mr.  Lyman  was  without  means, 
lint  he  was  fortunate  in  the  selection  of  a  partner, 
and  through  their  combined  efforts  they  soon  found 
themselves  upon  the  high  road  to  prosperity-.  After 
becoming  the  mothev  of  ten  children  this  excellent 
lady  departed  this  life  .Ian.  .'51.  1875.  These  chil- 
dren were  named  respectively,  Cerinthia(deceased), 
Samantha.  Augusta,  Armaria,  Charles,  a  practising 
l)hysician  (deceased);  William  A.,  a  minister  of  the 
Congregational  Church  and  preaching  in  Dakota; 
Lilly  and  Ella,  deceased;  Odella  J.  and  Frank,  de- 
ceased. Mrs.  Lyman  had  been  a  consistent  mem- 
ber of  the  Congregational  Church  for  many  years, 
and  in  that  faith  triumphantly  passed  away.  She 
was  greatly  beloved  by  her  family  and  friends  for 
her  uniform  kindness  of  heart  and  her  conscienti- 
ous  adherence  to  duty  and  principle.  She  is  one 
of  those  whose  names  will  be  long  held  in  tender 
remembrance. 

In  1877,  Mr.  Lyman  contracted  a  .second  mar- 
riage with  Mrs.  Jane  (Patch)  Curtis,  of  Wisconsin. 
This  lady  was  the  widow  of  Isaac  Curtis,  and  the 
daughter  of  Elijah. Patch,  a  native  of  Connecticut. 
Her  parents  spent  their  last  years  in  Wisconsin. 
Mr.  Lyman  held  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace 
for  four  years   in  New  York,  and  served  one  year 


I   as  overseer  of   the  poor  in  .  New  York.     He  may 

I  properly  be  termed  a  self-made  man,  having  com- 
menced in  life  dependent  upon  his  own  resources 
and  receiving  no  financial  assistance  from  any  one. 

;  Without  perhaps  being  the  hero  of  any  thrilling 
event,  he  has  pursued  the  even  tenor  of  his  way, 
earning  for  himself  the  reputation  of  a  peaceable 
and  law-abiding  citizen,  who  has  .always  exercised 
a  healthy  influence  in  his  community. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Jabez  and  Lois 
(Johnson)  Lyman,   natives    of  Connecticut,  where 

'  they  were  reared  and  married.  Later  they  re- 
moved to  Vermont,  where  they  reared  their  chil- 
dren and  spent  their  last  days,  passing  away  at  the 
ages  of  seventjf-five  and  seventy-six  respectively. 
All  the  grandparents  of  Mr.  Lyman  were  natives 
of  Connecticut,  where  thej'  spent  their  entire  lives 
dying  at  a  ripe  old  age. 

Rev.  Dr.  Emeriah  Chandler  was  born  in  Ver- 
mont, and  was  one  of  the  prominent  lights  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  in  which  he  labored  for 
many  years.  He  was  very  fortunate  in  the  selec- 
tion of  a  life  partner,  his  wife  being  a  Lady  pos- 
sessing all  the  Christian  virtues  and  one  who 
proved  a  most  efficient  assistant  in  the  labors  which 
her  husband  voluntarily  assumed  in  the  Master's 
vineyard.  There  were  born  to  them  eight  chil- 
dren, of  whom  Abbie  B..  JMrs.  Lyman,  was  the 
fourth  child. 


y WILLIAM     SHATTO,    one    of     the    most 
"    honored   pioneers  of  Washington  County, 
settled  in  Linn  Township  at  a  very  early 
date,  and  when  few  white  men    had    ventured  into 
this  region.     He  took  up  a   tract  of   land  and  for 
j   a  few  years  labored  early  and  late  in  its  cultivation 
I   and  improvement  and  practised  the  most  rigid  econ- 
j   omy  in  order  to  make  both  ends  meet.     He  erected 
buildings,  planted  fruit  and  shade  trees,  and  gradu- 
i   ally  gathered  around  himself  and  family  all  the  com- 
forts of  life.    Now  sitting  under  his  own  vine  and  fig 
I    tree,  he  can  look  over  the  past  with  a  measure  of 
I   satisfaction,  feeling  that  he  has  not  lived  in  vain.  He 
has  watched  the  growth  and  development  of  North- 
I   em  Kansas,  with  that  warm  interest  only  felt  by  her 
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adopted  sons,  having  contributed  his  full  quota  to 
the  prosperity  and  well-being  of  the  commonwealth 
which  struggled  up  through  many  difficulties  to  its 
present  position. 

A  native  of  Perry  County,  Pa.,  our  subject  was 
born  Nov.  17,  1814,  and  is  the  son  of  David 
Shatto,  a  native  of  York  County,  that  State,  and 
who  died  in  1843.  The  paternal  grandfather  was 
Nicholas  Shatto,  who  was  born  in  France,  and  was 
the  son  of  a  French  Huguenot.  Grandfather 
Shatto  crossed  the  ocean  with  his  father  when  a  lad 
of  six  years  and  later  served  as  a  soldier  in  the 
Revolutionary  War,  being  one  of  the  body-guard 
of  Gen.  Washington  from  the  beginning  to  the  end 
of  that  great  struggle.  After  the  independence  of 
the  colonies  had  been  established,  he  settled  in 
Perry  County,  Pa.,  where  he  spent  the  remainder 
of  his  life,  dying  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-six 
years.  He  married  a  lady  who  was  of  Swiss  and 
Holland-Dutch  extraction,  and  she  also  is  supposed 
to  have  spent  her  laet  days  in  the  Keystone  Stiie, 
dying  at  the  age  of  ninety-four  years. 

David  Shatto,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  a 
wood-mechanic,  and  farmer  combined — in  fact,  fol- 
lowed various  vocations,  being  possessed  of  uncom- 
mon genius  and  able  to  turn  his  hand  to  almost 
anything  in  his  line.  When  establishing  a  home 
of  his  own.  he  was  married  to  Miss  Julia  Ann 
Gardner.  This  lady  was  born  in  Cumberland 
County,  Pa.,  and  was  the  daughter  of  William 
Gardner,  whose  family  consisted  of  twelve  daugh- 
ters and  two  sons.  To  David  and  Julia  Ann 
Shatto  there  were  born  eight  children,  five  sons  and 
three  daughters,  four  of  whom  are  living.  William, 
of  this  sketch  was  the  eldest  of  the  family,  and  the 
other  survivors  arc:  John,  Rebecca,  (Mrs.  Clem) 
and  Sarah  (Mrs.  Howell).  David,  deceased,  was  a 
resident  of  Davis  Count}^,  Mo.  John  is  a  traveling 
dentist,  operating  in  Pennsylvania.  Rebecca  and 
Sarah  live  in  the  vicinity  of  Green  Springs,  Ohio. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  spent  his  boyhood 
and  youth  at  the  old  homestead  in  his  native 
county  and  there  also  became  the  head  of  a  house- 
hold of  his  own.  He  was  married  March  1,  1838, 
to  Miss  Rebecca,  daughter  of  Thomas  Boj'd,  who  j 
is  now  deceased.  Mrs.  Sliatto  is  likewise  a  native  i 
of  Perry  County,  Pa.,  and  born  Oct,  2,  1818.  Her  j 


union  with  our  subject  resulted  in  the  birth  of  ten 
children,  seven  of  whom  are  living:  Jeremiah  J. 
married  Miss  Josephine  Daugherty  ;  they  live  in 
Eminett  Count}',  Mich.,  and  have  five  children — 
Jay,  May,  Sylvia,  Alonzo  and  P^nima.  Margaret 
E.  is  the  wife  of  Abraham  Hanselman  of  Kimeo 
Township,  Kan.,  and  they  have  four  children — 
Junia,  Mary,  George  and  William  Garfield.  Isaac 
N,  married  Miss  Rachel  Kelley  ;  they  live  in  Sher- 
man Township  and  have  seven  children — David  L., 
Hollis,  Easton,  Louverne,  Uba  J.,  Lois,  and  Freby. 
Harriett  S.  is  the  wife  of  John  Morgan  of  North- 
west Township,  Williams  Co.,  Ohio  ;  their  only 
child  is  deceased.  William  L.  married  Miss  Jane 
'Patterson,  and  lives  in  Tustin,  Los  Angeles  Co., 
Cal;  they  have  two  children — Edith  M.  and  Ethel 
R.  Emma  A.  is  the  wife  of  Zibeon  Field  of  Santa 
Clara,  Cal.,  and  they  have  four  children — Clara, 
Gertrude,  Alma  and  Bernice.  Ilarvey  L.  married 
Miss  Sarah  Boyer;  they  have  two  children — Jennie 
and  Floi-ence,  and  live  at  the  home  farm. 

Mr.  Shatto,  in  1850,  left  Pennsylvania  and 
removed  to  Crawford  County,  Ohio,  where  ho  so- 
journed until  1854.  That  year  he  pushed  on  fur- 
ther westward  into  Steuben  Countj'.  Ind.,  and  from 
there  in  1870  crossed  the  Mississippi  and  look  up 
his  abode  in  Davis  County,  Mo.  He  only  staid  there 
until  the  fall  of  1871,  coming  thence  to  Kansas  and 
settling  on  his  present  farm  of  160  acres.  Upon 
this  there  were  no  improvements,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a  small  shanty,  no  fences,  and  not  a  tree 
upon  the  place.  The  original  claimant  had  broken 
fourteen  and  one-half  acres,  then  left  discouraged, 
for  parts  unknown.  Mr.  Shatto,  however,  had 
come  to  stay  and  was  prepared  for  every  emer- 
gency. He  experienced  the  usual  hardships  and 
privations  of  pioneer  life,  but  in  due  time  met  with 
his  reward. 

While  a  resident  of  Indiana,  Mr.  Shatto  cleared 
260  acres  of  land,  much  of  which  was  covered  with 
heavy  timber — this  work  being  done  for  other 
l)eople.  He  had  a  full  experience  of  the  labor  of 
hewing  timber,  rolling  logs,  grubbing  out  the 
stumps,  pulling  dogwood,  and  worked  so  hard 
during  the  day  and  read  so  much  at  night  that  he 
came  very  near  losing  the  use  of  his  eyes.  He 
partially  recovered  his  sight  through  treatment  at 
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Dr.  Ebert's  Infirmai^,  at  Cleveland,  Ohio.  The  fam- 
ily lived  in  Indiana  during  the  progress  of  the  Civil 
War,  and  the  two  sons,  Jeremiah  and  Newton, 
served  four  and  two  j-ears,  respectively,  in  the 
I'nion  army.  Both  of  them  participated  in  many 
hard  fought  battles  but  came  out  without  a  scratch. 
Tlie  corapanj'  of  which  Jeremiah  was  a  member 
went  into  tlie  battle  of  Sliiloh,  eightj^-six  strong  and 
came  out  with  but  eighteen  men  left.  Newton  was 
at  Franklin  and  Nashville,  Tenn.,  also  at  Lookout 
Mountain  and  in  other  minor  engagements. 

Politically,  Mr.  Shatto  uniformly  supports  the 
principles  of  the  Republican  party.  He  voted  for 
William  Henry  Harrison  in  1840,  and  with  equal 
enthusiasm  for  his  grandson  Benjamin  Harrison  in 
1888.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Washington  County 
Association,  composed  of  men  who  voted  for  the 
two  Harrisons,  nearly  fifty  in  number  in  this  county 
alone.  The  old  veterans  a  short  time  since  were 
photographed  by  a  local  artist,  forming  an  interest- 
ing group.  Mr.  Shatto  has  never  pined  for  the  re- 
sponsibilities of  office,  butkeeps  himself  well-posted 
upon  matters  of  general  interest.  He  finds  his 
religious  home  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
to  which  all  his  famil}'  belong,  except  the  two 
children  in  California,  who  are  Adventists. 


<^^^^l^ 


'RANK  W.  PETERSON  is  a  well-known  and 


l-H^  liighly  respected  young  man  of  East  Ran- 
JJ)  dolph,  Riley  County.     He   is  now   cashier 

of  the  Farmer's  Bank,  is  a  partner  in  the  firm  of 
S.  P.  Johnson  &  Co.,  dealers  in  general  merchandise, 
and  also  handles  coal  and  grain.  He  owns  a  resi- 
dence and  lots  in  East  Randolph,  and  also  three  acres 
with  a  residence  adjoining  Randolph.  He  possesses 
the  pleasant,  cordial  manners  which  are  so  potent  a 
factor  in  a  merchant's  success,  as  well  as  business 
aliility  of  a  high  order.  He  is  intelligent  and  well 
informed,  shrewd  and  discriminating  in  his  judg- 
ment regarding  business  deals  and  demands,  and  is 
altogether  one  of  the  most  influential  and  promis- 
ing young  citizens  of  the  county. 

Mr.  Peterson  comes  of  a  long  line  of  honored 
and  honorabk'  Swedish  ancestrj',  his  parents  being 
Rlieinhardt   and   Catherine    (Setterberg)  Peterson. 


The  father  was  born  in  Nerka,  and  owned  and  op- 
erated a  large  farm  there.  He  was  a  prominent 
and  influential  citizen,  holding  public  offices,  among 
them  being  that  of  Deputy  .Sheriff.  In  1860.  he 
came  to  America  and  located  in  Warren  County, 
Pa.,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  until  1872. 
when  he  removed  to  Crawford  County,  resuming 
the  same  occupation  near  Titusville.  After  a  time 
he  sold  his  farm  and  entered  into  the  grocery  busi- 
ness in  East  Titusville  and  in  it  is  still  engaged. 
Both  the  parents  belong  to  the  Lutheran  Church. 
The  mother  was  born  in  Varmland.  She  bore  six 
children — John,  August,  Carrie,  Frank,  Tillie,  and 
Lottie.  Carrie  is  now  Mrs.  Smythe,  residing  in 
Denver,  Col.;  Lottie  (now  Mrs.  Strance)  lives  in 
Grand  Yalley.  Pa.;  John.  August  and  Tillie  are 
deceased. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  was  born  near 
Christianshamn,  Sweden,  June  24, 1859,  and  brought 
up  on  his  father's  farm.  The  schools  of  that  section 
were  excellent  and  after  having  passed  through  the 
lower  departments  he  entered  the  High  School, 
where  he  was  still  in  attendance  when  his  parents 
determined  to  come  to  America,  he  being  then  but 
eleven  3'ears  old.  They  left  Gottenbcrg  and  reached 
New  York,  via  Hull  and  Liverpool.  Mr.  Peterson 
attended  the  Titusville  schools  until  sixteen  years 
old,  when  he  entered  Meadville  Universitj-  for  one 
year,  and  learned  telegraphy.  At  the  age  of  seven- 
teen he  took  charge  of  a  station  on  the  Pipe  Line, 
near  Titusville,  and  continued  there  for  nine 
months,  when  he  went  into  the  commercial  depart- 
ment of  the  Titusville  Associated  Press.  He  re- 
mained in  that  business  until  the  fall  of  1876,  when 
he  came  to  Randolph  and  engaged  in  clerking.  In 
1885,  he  began  a  real  estate  and  insurance  busi- 
ness, and  soon  after  founded  the  Bank  of  Randoljjh, 
which  he  conducted  until  April,  1887,  when  he  sold 
to  J.  A.  Johnson  &  Co.  He  then  established  the 
Farmer's  Bank  of  East  Randolph,  and  the  store  in 
partnership  with  his  father-in-law  under  the  firni 
name  of  S.  P.  Johnson  &  Co.  They  have  erected 
the  buildings  in  which  they  carry  on  their  business, 
and  are  prospering  in  their  enterprise. 

In  Randolph  on  New  Year's  Day,  1 885,  the  rites 
of  wedlock  were  celebrated  between  Mr.  Peterson 
and  Miss  Marj'  A.  Johnson.     The   bride  was  born 
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in  Bullfr  County;  tliis  State,  and  is  a  lady  of  edu- 
cation and  accomplishments.  She  lias  attended 
the  .State  Agricultural  College  at  Manhattan,  and 
has  taught  music,  in  which  she  is  proficient.  Her  ' 
union  with  our  subject  has  been  blessed  by  the 
birth  of  three  children:  (lertrude,  Leonora,  and  an 
infant  named  Florence  B. 

The    father  of    Mrs.   Peterson  is  S.  P.  Johnson, 
senior  member  of  the  firm  mentioned  at  the  begin- 
ning of  this  sketch,  and  who  was  born  in  Kalraars- 
Lan,  Sweden,  Aug.  17,  1837.     He  is  a  son  of  Nels 
Johnson,  who  was  born  in  the  same   place  and  was 
engaged  in  farming  in  his  native   land  until  1854, 
when   both    father  and  son  came  to  America.     On 
becoming   a   resident   of    the   United    States,  Mr. 
Johnson  located  in  Marshall  County,  111.,  where  he 
was  occupied  in  tilling  the  soil  until  1858.    At  that 
date  he  came  to  Kansas,  making  the  journey  by    1 
ox-team,  and  located  in  Butler  County,  among  the   , 
Indians  and  border  ruffians.    His  fatlier  accompan-   1 
led  him  and  spent  his  last  days  in  this  State. 

In  the  fall  of  1861,  Mr.  Johnson  entered  the 
service  of  the  United  States  Government,  being  a  , 
member  of  "Jim  Lane's  Band  "  for  six  months.  In 
the  spring  of  1864  he  came  to  this  county  and  lo- 
cated on  the  Big  Blue,  where  he  still  lives.  He 
started  with  163  acres  of  raw  land,  and  has  been 
financially  successful,  being  now  the  owner  of  700 
acres  of  improved  land,  which  he  superintends,  and 
an  interest  in  the  buildings  and  business  before 
mentioned.  He  laid  out  and  named  the  town  of 
East  Randolph.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican. 
In  Butler  County  he  served  as  County  Commis- 
sioner in  1863-64. 

The  mother  of  Mrs.  Peterson  was  in  her  maiden- 
hood Miss  Mary  E.  Thomas.  Slie  was  born  in 
Lawrence  County.  Ind.,  Jan.  4,  1838,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Hendricksou  Thomas,  wlio  was  born  in 
North  Carolina.  As  early  as  1826,  Mr.  Thomas 
entered  land  in  Lawrence  County,  Ind..  and  en- 
gaged in  tilling  the  soil.  In  1848  he  went  to 
Buchanan  County,  Mo.,  farming  there  until  1855, 
when  he  removed  to  Kansas.  His  death  occurred 
in  Butler  County  in  1876.  The  mother  of  Mrs. 
Peterson  was  but  five  years  old  when  she  came  to 
Missouri,  and  coming  to  this  State  while  in  her 
teens,  she  well  remembers  the  Border  Ruffian  days. 


Her  union  with  S.  P.  Johnson  resulted  in  the  birth 
of  six  children,  Mrs.  Peterson  being  the  oldest. 
Tlie  others  are  still  at  home.  They  bear  the  names 
of  Margaret,  Ellen,  John,  Alice,  and  LeRo^'. 

Mr.  Peterson  has  been  Township  Clerk  for  six 
years  and  is  now  serving  his  fifth  year  as  Notary 
Public,  having  been  appointed  by  Gov.  Martin. 
He  belongs  to  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  at  Randolph,  to  the 
Farmers'  Lodge  of  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  of  the  same 
place,  and  to  the  Randolph  Lodge,  K.  of  P.,  of 
which  he  is  Trustee.  He  is  an  active  worker  in  the 
ranks  of  the  Republican  party,  and  has  been  dele- 
gate to  county  and  State  conventions. 

J'~~i  OHN  D.  SWEET.  This  gentleman  is  an  in- 
I  fluential  and  well-known  resident  of  Grant 
I  Township,  Riley  County,  having  been  en- 
'  gaged  in  business  at  Stockdale  'for  some 
years  past,  and  being  the  owner  of  valuable  outly- 
ing land  as  well  as  village  property.  He  is  engaged 
in  the  mercantile  business,  owning  and  occupying  a 
fine  two-story  stone  store  building,  24x60  feet,whicli 
was  erected  at  a  cost  of  $3,000  and  in  which  a  stock 
of  general  merchandise  amounting  to  S4,000  is  kept. 
Mr.  Sweet  was  born  in  Brown  County,  Ohio. 
March  4,  1847,  and  is  a  son  of  Andrew  and  Eliza- 
beth (Monday)  Sweet.  The  latter  was  a  native  of 
Ohio  and  the  former  of  Kentucky,  his  occupation 
being  that  of  a  farmer.  The  parental  family  com- 
prised ten  children,  our  subject  being  the  sixth  in 
order  of  birth.  Grace  is  the  widow  of  Dorwin 
Deloss  Moorhead,  an  educator  and  farmer  ;  her 
home  is  in  Idaho  and  she  has  six  children.  Benja- 
min is  a  farmer  whose  home  is  at  Curryville,  Pike 
Co,  Mo.,  he  married  Martha  Sweet,  and  they 
have  three  living  children;  during  the  late  war 
he  served  in  the  27th  Ohio  Infantry.  Ann  married 
Erastus  Ireton,  a  blacksmith;  she  died  in  Ohio;  she 
left  three  sons.  May  was  the  wife  of  William 
Brower,  a  blacksmith,  who  is  now  living  in  Nebraska 
City;  she  died  in  Kelsey ville,  Cal.,  leaving  six  chil- 
dren. James  married  Lecta  Presley  and  their 
home  is  in  Flora,  111.;  he  served  in  the  27th  Ohio 
Infantry,  and  is  now  a  commercial  traveler.  Susan- 
nah married  J.  K.  H.  Day,  of  Brown  County,  Ohio, 
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aiifl  is  the  mother  of  four  children;  her  husband  is 
also  an  old  soldier.  AVilliam  is  unmarried  and  is 
engaged  in  ranching  in  Idaho.  E^zekiel  is  also  a 
ranchman  in  the  same  territory  but  is  married. 
Charles  Vernon  is  unmarried  and  lives  in  Idaho 
with  his  brother  William. 

John  D.  Sweet  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  received 
a  common  school  education.  When  but  sixteen 
years  of  age  he  enlisted  in  Company  F,  38th  Ohio 
Infantry,  serving  as  a  private  in  the  Western  Army 
and  participating  in  several  heavy  engagements  and 
numerous  minor  skirmishes,  entering  into  the  duties 
of  a  soldier's  life  with  the  enthusiasm  of  the  youth 
and  the  patriotism  of  a  man.  He  was  discharged 
at  Cleveland  July  12,  1865,  and  being  ill  with 
typhoid  fever  at  the  time,  was  left  at  a  private 
house,  having  the  expense  of  his  illness  to  defray. 

As  soon  after  his  discharge  as  he  was  able  to  do 
so,  Mr.  Sweet  returned  to  his  home,  and  soon  after 
went  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  blacksmith  with  his 
brother-in-law,  Erastus  Ireton.  working  under  him 
eighteen  months,  and  then  setting  out  for  the  West. 
Reaching  Kansas  in  1868,  he  worked  on  a  farm  for 
iiis  board  until  fall,  going  to  Prescott,  Linn  County, 
where  he  finished  learning  his  trade  under  his 
lirother-in-law,  William  Brower,  whom  lie  soon 
biiught  out.  carrying  on  the  shop  himself  for  over 
ten  years.  Selling  out  at  that  time,  he  changed 
his  location  to  Bowling  Green,  Pike  Co.,  Mo.,  and 
ran  a  shop  there  for  some  months,  when  he  again 
changed  his  residence,  this  time  making  settlement 
in  this  county. 

Engaging  at  his  trade  in  Stockdale,  he  carried 
on  a  shop  for  about  four  years  and  then  sold.  He 
liad  previously  purchased  a  building  which  was 
occupied  as  a  store,  and  rented  the  room  to  Mr. 
Sumner,  who  was  conducting  a  general  merchan- 
dise establishment  therein.  Mr.  Sweet  bought  his 
stock  about  the  year  1880,  and  starting  in  business 
with  about  $130  worth  of  groceries,  has  built  up  a  | 
good  trade  and  now  carries  a  well  assorted  stock 
of  general  merchandise,  valued  at  several  thousand 
dollars.  Mrs.  Sweet  having  received  nearly  $3,000 
a  few  years  since  from  her  parent's  estate,  has  been 
enabled  to  assist  her  husband  with  funds  for  the 
more  rapid  increase  in  his  facilities  and  possessions. 
The  fine  stone  building  in  which  Mr.  Sweet  now 


carries  on  his  business  has  been  built  by  himself, 
and  he  contemplates  the  erection  of  a  modern  resi- 
dence in  the  near  future.  In  addition  to  the  store 
and  residence  in  Stockdale,  he  owns  two  other 
houses  therein  and  183  acres  of  valuable  land  one 
mile  distant,  the  same  lying  on  the  Blue  River. 
Mr.  Sweet  ha?  displayed  shrewdness  and  good 
judgment  in  the  conduct  of  his  business  affairs,  and 
is  yearly  adding  to  his  store  of  this  world's  goods. 
With  a  fair  education  in  his  early  years,  he  has,  in 
the  school  of  practical  experience,  learned  much 
that  is  not  to  be  found  on  the  curriculum  of  the 
schools,  and  which  is  necessary  to  the  success  of  a 
business  man  and  a  citizen.  His  intelligence,  en- 
terprise, and  good  principles  redound  to  his  credit 
among  the  citizens  of  the  county  and  elsewhere 
where  he  is  known. 

Mrs.  Sweet,  whose  ability  in  the  conduct  of  her 
household  affairs  and  whose  good  counsel  and  en- 
couragement have  been  a  valued  assistance  to  her 
husband,  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Laura  C.  Cham- 
bsrs.  She  is  the  youngest  daughter  of  Enoch  and 
Mary  (Moore)  Chambers,  and  is  a  native  of  Butler 
County,  Ohio.  The  rites  of  wedlock  were  cele- 
brated between  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sweet,  Sept.  26,  1872, 
and  six  children  cluster  about  their  hearthstone. 
The  interesting  family  bear  the  names  of  Charles, 
Fred,  Lucy,  Nellie,  Ernst,  and  Howard  C. 

Mr.  Sweet  has  held  the  office  of  Postmaster  in 
Stockdale  for  the  past  eleven  years.  In  politics  he 
is  a  firm  Republican.  He  is  a  Second  Adventist, 
while  his  wife  belongs  to  the  Methodist  Church, 
and  both  are  esteemed  as  worthy  members  of  their 
respective  denominations. 

eHRIS  E.  WORRE.  Tlie  adage  that  "truth 
is  stranger  than  fiction."  has  been  scores  of 
_  times  veriq^d  during  the  early  settlement  of 
Kansas,  when  its  pioneers  took  upon  themselves  a 
task  of  more  than  ordinary  magnitude.  They 
were,  almost  without  excejjtion,  men  who  came 
to  stay — not  adventurers  expecting  to  reap  spoils 
from  the  misfortunes  of  others.  The  eour.age 
and  resolution  with  wliicli  they  pursued  their 
purpose  is  really  a  matter  of  amazement,  when  we 
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come  to  look  upon  it  in  all  its  bearings.  Ameri- 
cans, Germans,  Swedes  and  Norwegians  alike  cast 
their  lot  on  the  frontier,  and  like  brothers  assisted 
each  other  in  the  common  struggle.  The  subject 
of  this  sketch  was  one  of  those  hardy  spirits,  and 
before  proceeding  witli  the  story  of  his  experiences 
on  the  Kansas  frontier,  we  will  go  back  across  the  At- 
lantic, and  note  the  origin  whence  he  sprang. 

In  Norway,  March  13,  1847,  Chris  E.  Worre 
was  born  and  lived  there  until  a  lad  of  fourteen 
years.  Norway,  like  Germany,  compels  her  chil- 
dren to  be  educated,  and  young  Worre  formed  no 
exception  to  the  demand.  He  attended  the  com- 
mon school  until  the  age  designated,  and  then, 
being  of  a  roving  and  adventurous  disposition,  en- 
gaged as  cook  on  an  ocean  vessel,  and  followed  the 
sea  in  that  capacity  for  over  five  years.  This  gave 
him  an  admirable  opportunity  of  seeing  the  world, 
during  which  time  he  visited  England,  Ireland, 
Scotland,  Holland,  France.  Spain,  Portugal,  Ger- 
many and  other  European  countries.  Finally  he 
sailed  for  America,  putting  in  safely  at  New  York 
harbor  from  one  of  the  first  steamships  which  crossed 
the  Atlantic. 

Leaving  the  metropolis,  Mr.  Worre  came  directly 
Westward  and  halted  at  Pontiac,  111.,  where  he  en- 
gaged as  a  farm  laborer  by  the  month.  Then 
owing  to  a  little  difficulty  about  the  poll  tax,  which 
he  neither  understood  or  appreciated,  he  left  the 
country  in  company  with  some  friends,  journeying 
Westward  in  a  wagon  to  Iowa.  There  he  located 
in  Adams  County,  and  worked  one  month  for  $16, 
wiiich  he  spent  in  replenishing  his  wardrobe.  Then 
in  company  witii  a  Mr.  DeWitt,  who  offered  to  take 
him  to  Kansas  if  he  would  go,  he  came  to  Washing- 
ton County  with  a  party  consisting  of  three  persons 
with  a  team,  Mrs.  DeWitt  being  left  at  the  hotel  in 
Marysville.  The3'  camped  near  the  present  site  of 
Strawberry  Post-office,  then  went  into  Osborn 
County,  where  some  boys  asked  them  why  they 
did  not  take  up  a  homestead.  They  had  under- 
stood that  tiie  land  was  all  t.aken  u[i,  and  the  par- 
ents of  the  boys  said  there  was  no  land  left.  Not 
being  satisfied  with  this  answer,  the  party  made 
further  inquiries,  and  gathered  from  Mr.  William 
Totten,  wiio  occupied  the  homestead  where  he  now 
lives,  that  there  was  still   land  .at  the  command  of 


the  homesteader.  Mr.  Totten  extended  to  the 
party  good  cheer  and  hospitality,  and  they  re- 
mained with  him  several  days,  in  the  meantime 
each  one  procuring  what  he  desired  and  which  he 
occupies  to  this  day. 

The  following  summer  Mr.  Worre,  being  practi- 
cally without  money,  set  out  in  company  with 
Jim  Odgers  on  foot  to  St.  .Joseph,  Mo.,  in  the 
hope  of  getting  work.  The  pair  had  $1  between 
them,  and  arrived  at  their  destination  not  quite 
starved.  They  stayed  there  until  in  the  fall,  then 
returned  in  somewhat  better  condition,  financially, 
and  Mr.  Worre  hired  five  acres  of  breaking  done, 
for  which  he  paid  15  per  acre.  He  embarked  on  a 
similar  expedition  the  next  summer  to  the  same 
place,  and  returned  as  before  in  the  fall.  In  this 
and  other  ways  he  in  due  time  fenced  his  land,  and 
brought  the  soil  to  a  productive  condition.  Later 
he  erected  the  necessary  buildings,  and  planted 
apple,  peach,  plum  and  Siberian  crab  trees,  beside 
grape,  blackberrj'  and  strawberry  vines.  He  also 
added  eighty  acres  to  his  original  purchase,  and 
has  now  150  acres  under  the  plow,  with  fully  an 
acre  of  forest  trees,  likewise  planted  by  his  own 
hand. 

The  Worre  familj'  lived  in  a  dugout  for  a  num- 
ber of  years,  then  put  up  a  board  shanty,  and  just 
as  they  had  moved  into  it  a  prairie  fire  swept  this 
region,  destroying  the  dwelling  and  all  its  contents. 
Mr.  Worre,  however,  had  put  up  a  good  log  house 
for  a  tenant  who  had  his  farm  a  number  of  j'ears, 
and  into  this  he  removed  with  his  family  and  oc- 
cupied it  some  time  after  his  marriage  to  his  pres- 
ent wife.  This  event  occurred  in  November,  1883, 
with  Mrs.  DeWitt,  who  was  then  living  in  the  log 
house.  In  1886  Mr.  Worre  put  up  on  the  other 
place  the  dwelling  which  he  now  occupies,  and 
that  same  year  moved  it  to  its  present  location. 
He  had  contracted  with  a  party  to  effect  the  remo- 
val for  the  consideration  of  §22.50.  The  man, 
however,  failed  to  carry  out  his  agreement,  and 
Mr.  Worre,  with  the  assistance  of  his  neighbors 
and  a  keg  of  beer,  effected  the  removal  in  half  a 
day,  with  nobody  hurt  and  "lots  of  fun"  besides. 

In  addition  to  that  which  Mr.  Worre  had  already 
accomplished  he,  in  1885,  repaired  to  Livingston 
County,  111.,  on  a  visit  to  his   brother,  and   in  the 
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same  year  sailed  for  the  Old  Country  on  the  steamer 
"Oregon."  He  was  absent  four  months,  and  dur- 
ing- that  time  his  wife  was  on  a  visit  to  Eastern 
friends  in  AVisconsin.  Mrs.  Worre  is  the  daughter 
of  John  Odgers,  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  the 
Badger  State.  Of  her  union  with  our  subject  tiiere 
have  been  born  two  daughters — Clara  Celia  and 
Nettie  May.  Mr.  Worre  meddles  very  little  with 
political  affairs,  but  has  his  views  upon  various 
questions  and  votes  the  I'nion  Labor  Ticiiet. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Ola  and  Bertha 
(Alexander)  Worre,  likewise  natives  of  Norway, 
and  now  living  in  that  country. 
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D'~\>jEZIN  lAMS.  The  following  simple  state- 
.„r-  ment  will  perhaps  give  the  reader  a  more 
of  the  gen- 
niakeup  of  Mr.  lams 
who  is  well  known  throughout  Clay  Count}'.  He 
has,  himself,  put  under  cultivation  over  1,000  acres 
of  prairie  land  in  Clay  County,  Kan.,  and  has  built 
eight  or  ten  houses,  doing  much  of  the  work  liim- 
self  and  has  likewise  located  as  many  as  fifty  fam- 
ilies in  this  county.  He  thus  may  be  trulj'  called 
one  of  the  pioneer  fathers  of  this  section  and  no 
man  has  ilone  more  to  develop  the  best  resources 
of  the  county  and  further  its  material  interests. 
Clay  Center  has  also  been  the  object  of  his  fostering 
care,  as  here  he  has  disbursed  his  capital  and  been 
closely  identified  with  its  growth  and  prosperity. 
He  is  a  man  of  keen  foresight,  and  enthusiastic  in 
regard  to  the  future  of  Cla^'  County  and  Northern 
Kansas  in  general.  He  is  possessed  of  more  than 
ordinary  ability,  energy  and  perseverance,  and  be- 
ing yet  in  the  prime  of  life,  still  better  things  are 
expected  of  him  than  even  any  he  has  yet  performed. 
He  has  for  the  last  ten  years  been  inlerested  in  real 
estate  to  which  he  still  gives  his  close  attention. 

A  native  of  Greene  County,  Pa.,  the  suljject  of 
this  notice  was  born  Jan.  27,  1850,  and  three  months 
later  was  taken  by  his  parents  to  Noble  County, 
Ohio.  His  father,  Isaac  lams,  died  there  two  years 
later  and  tlie  mother  died  Nov.  3,  1865.  when  Re- 
zin  was  a  ytmlh  <)f   fifteen   years.     Isaac  lams  was 


likewise  a  native  of  Greene  Count}-,  Pa.,  and  born 
in  1810.  He  lived  there  until  reaching  man's  estate 
and  was  then  married  in  1832  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
Williams,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  Washington 
County,  Pa.,  and  came  of  a  good  family.  Her 
brothers  became  distinguished  lawyers  and  scien- 
tists. Robert  E.  AVilliams.  one  of  these,  is  now  a 
resident  of  Bloomington,  111.,  and  has  amassed  a 
fortune.  Richard  died  in  the  city  of  Pekin,  III., 
about  1873,  and  Abraham  died  in  Marion  County, 
Kan. 

From  a  boy  the  father  of  our  subject  was  a  stock 
dealer,  sending  large  numbers  of  cattle  from  the 
Northwest  to  Baltimore,  Fredericksburg,  and  other 
Eastern  markets.  In  the  early  times  he  frequently 
drove  cattle  from  Indiana  and  Illinois  to  New  York 
Cit}'.  He  enjoyed  a  large  acquaintance,  doing  busi- 
ness with  numbers  of  men  in  several  States.  He 
was  the  father  of  ten  children,  three  of  whom  died 
in  childhood.  At  his  decease  he  left  a  famil}'  of 
seven  children,  three  sons  and  four  daughters,  all 
of  whom  lived  to  mature  years;  Elinor  Jane  be- 
came the  wife  of  H.  P.  Smith,  of  Spring  Hill,  Kan.; 
Rebecca  married  Nimrod  Young,  of  Green,  Kan.; 
Isaac  is  a  prominent  farmer  near  that  place;  Sarah 
(Mrs.  Wilson)  died  in  Arkansas;  Martha  A.  is  un- 
married, and  lives  in  Green,  Clay  Co.,  Kan;  Rezin, 
our  subject,  was  next  to  the  youngest;  Richard 
died  when  twenty-one  j'cars  old. 

Although  Isaac  lams,  Sr.,  was  a  prominent  and 
wealthy  man,  his  large  property  at  his  death  being 
left  in  the  care  of  a  guardian  was,  through  mis- 
management, lost  to  its  rightful  heirs,  and  Rezin 
when  starting  out  in  life  found  himself  dependent 
upon  his  own  resources.  The  old  homestead  farm 
in  Ohio  was  sold.  He  attended  school  at  Carlisle, 
Ohio,  during  his  younger  years,  then  at  Bloom- 
ington, III.,  and  later  completed  his  studies  in 
Ohio.  _  He  occupied  himself  as  a  teacher  one  term, 
and  in  1871  came  to  Clay  County,  Kan.,  with  his 
brother.  Isaac,  and  settled  near  Fancy  Creek,  in 
what  is  now  Highland  Township,  and  engaged  in 
stock  raising.  The  brothers  each  took  up  a  quarter 
section  of  land  which  the}-  own  to-day.  Rezin  took 
possession  of  his  property  and  effected  improve- 
ments as  rapidh'  as  possible,  drawing  his  lumber 
with  an    ox    team    from   Waterville,  twenty-eight 
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miles,  the  nearest  railroad  point  at  that  time.  I'he 
brothers  built  their  own  houses,  Isaac's  being  a 
frame  structure  and  Rezin's  built  of  stone.  The 
latter  is  still  standing  in  good  condition  and  is  now 
used  as  a  tenant  house.  Our  subject  set  out  orch- 
ards and  groves,  brought  his  land  to  a  good  state 
of  cultivation  and  lived  upon  it  eight  3'ears.  His 
industry  and  frugality  bore  their  legitimate  fruits 
and  in  due  time  he  found  himself  on  the  high  road 
to  prosperity.  He  invested  his  surplus  capital  in 
additional  land  until  he  became  the  owner  of  1,200 
acres  in  Clay  County.  This  has  all  been  brought 
to  a  good  state  of  cultivation.  Mr.  lams  also  has 
land  farther  West. 

In  1879  Mr.  lams  leaving  the  farm,  moved  into 
Clay  Center  and  engaged  in  the  real  estate  and  loan 
business,  and  in  the  meantime  while  doing  business 
there  he  purchased  three  business  blocks.  He  also 
has  a  goodly  number  of  lots  and  some  residence 
property.  He  was  one  of  the  pioneer  dealers  in 
real  estate  and  assisted  many  people  in  establishing 
homes. 

Miss  Martha  McLaughlin,  of  Clay  Center,  became 
the  wife  of  our  subject  Dec.  24,  1884.  This  lady 
was  born  at  Homer,  LaSalle  Co..  HI.,  Dec.  26,  1866 
and  was  taken  by  her  parents  when  a  child  to  Men- 
dota,  111.,  whence  they  came  to  Kansas  when  she  was 
nine  years  old.  Her  father,  William  McLaughlin, 
is  living  on  a  farm  in  Clay  Township.  The  mother, 
Sarah  (Edwards)  McLaughlin  is  deceased.  At  this 
writing  there  have  been  born  two  children,  one  of 
whom.  Alma  Irene,  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-two 
months.  The  su'-vivor,  a  son.  Rezin  Howard,  was 
horn  September  1st,  1887. 

Among  the  brotherhood  societies,  Mr.  lams  has 
for  years  been  a  prominent  light  and  is  at  present 
on  one  of  the  most  important  committees  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Kansas,  Knights  of  Pythias,  also 
ranking  as  Major  on  the  Commander's  staff  of  Pa- 
triarchs Militant.  He  is  Past  Chief  Patriarch  of 
the  Encampment,  Past  Grand  of  I.  O.  O.  F..  and  a 
member  of  the  Uniformed  rank.  K.  of  P.;  also  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  He  possesses 
superior  gifts  as  an  orator,  having  a  fine  command 
of  language  and  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  writ- 
ings of  many  of  the  standard  poets,  his  favorite 
being  Robert  Burns,  from   whom   he   quotes  verso 


after  verse,  being  able  to  adapt  these  lines  to  the 
subject  matter  in  hand  in  an  admirable  manner. 

Politically,  Mr.  lams  votes  with  the  Republican 
party  but  cares  little  for  the  honors  of  office,  pre- 
ferring to  give  his  attention  to  his  business  matters. 
He  is  a  member  and  steward  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  to  which  he  contributes  a  liberal 
support.  A  self-made  man  in  the  best  sense  of  the 
term,  his  career  has  been  marked  by  sterling  integ- 
rity and  ability  of  a  high  order.  The  best  traits  of 
his  character  are  but  the  reflection  of  those  which 
distinguished  his  mother,  who  was  a  lady  df  more 
than  ordinary  intelligence  and  a  noble  Christian 
woman.  We  invite  the  attention  of  our  readers  to 
an  elegant  portrait  of  Mr.  lams  on  another  page  of 
this  volume. 

(IL_^0N.  ROBERT  B.  SPILMAN,  Judge  of  the 
Wjjj  21st  Judicial  District  of  Kansas  and  one  of 
/^<  the  most  eminent  members  of  the  bar  in 
(^  this  part  of  the  West,  is  one  of  the  leading 
citizens  of  Manhattan,  with  whose  public  life  he  has 
been  intimately  connected  in  the  past  through 
holding  some  of  its  highest  civic  oftices,  and  no  one 
is  held  in  greater  respect  and  honor  than  he.  He  is 
a  distinguished  veteran  of  the  late  war,  in  which  he 
won  a  noble  military  record  both  as  a  brave  and 
fearless  private  in  the  ranks,  and  as  a  gallant  and 
efficient  officer  when  promoted  to  the  leadership  of 
men.  His  career  in  civic  life  has  been  no  less 
honorable  since  he  came  to  Kansas  a  year  or  two 
after  the  close  of  the  war  when  the  State  was  in  its 
infancy,  and  it  is  to  such  men  of  large  brain  and 
great  force  of  character  that  this  commonwealth  is 
indebted  for  the  stability  of  its  institutions,  its 
good  government,  and  its  grand  position  among  its 
sister  States  in  tiie  Union. 

Mr.  Spilman  was  born  in  Parke  County.  Ind., 
Aug.  17,  1840.  His  father,  William  Spilman,  was 
born  in  Barren  County,  Ky.,  in  1803  in  pioneer 
times,  his  father,  a  native  of  Vii'ginia,  having  been 
an  early  settler  of  that  region,  and  dying  there  in 
181;j^  The  father  of  our  subject  was  twelve  years 
old  when  his  father  departed  this  life,  and  he  con- 
tinued to  live  with  his  mother,  and  was  married  in 
his  native    State.     About   1830,    he  too  became  a 
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pioneer,  starting  from  his  early  home  with  teams  to 
carry  his  household  effects,  and  accompanied  by  his 
wife  and  two  children,  he  crossed  the  Ohio  River 
and  penetrated  the  wilds  of  Indiana  many  miles  till 
at  last  he  arrived  at  his  destination  far  in  the  inte- 
rior of  Parke  County,  of  which  he  became  an  early 
settler.  He  took  up  a  tract  of  land  in  the  prime- 
val forests  three  miles  from  Rockville,  the  county 
seat.  His  first  work  was  to  build  a  log  cabin  to 
shelter  his  family,  which  he  afterwards  replaced  bj' 
a  hewed  log  house,  which  was  the  birth  place  of  our 
subject.  He  cleared  a  part  of  his  land,  and  lived 
on  it  till  1850,  when  he  removed  to  Crawfordsville, 
and  bought  a  home  and  eight  acres  of  land,  and  en- 
gaged in  farming  there  till  his  death  in  1876.  The 
maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject  was 
Dorcas  Garrison  She  was  liorn  in  Barren  County, 
Ky.,  a  daughter  of  one  of  its  pioneer  families,  and 
she  died  in  her  home  in  Crawfordsville  in  1879. 
There  were  five  children  born  to  her  and  her  hus- 
band, as  follows:  Mary  E.,  tlie  wife  of  Perry  Goss, 
of  Grundy  County,  111.;  James  F.,  deceased;  Mar- 
cus I.,  now  living  in  Crawfordsville,  Ind.;  AVilliam 
K..  deceased,  and  our  subject. 

The  latter  was  the  youngest  of  the    family.     He 
obtained    the  basis  of   a   sound  education   in    the 
pioneei  schools  of  Parke  County,  the  first  one  being 
taught  in   a  log  school  house,  and  conducted    on 
the  subscription  plan.     After  the    removal  of    his 
parents  to  Crawfordsville,  he  attended  school  there, 
and  at  the  youthful    age  of  fourteen  years  he  en- 
tered the  prei)aratory  department  of  Wabash  Col- 
lege, at  Crawfordsville.     He  was  graduated    witli 
honors  from  college  in  the  class  of  1861,  and  in  the 
fall  of  that  year  he  commenced  the  study  of  law, 
teaching  a  term  of  school  the  following   winter  at 
Sugar  Grove,  near    Crawfotdsville,  in  Tippecanoe 
County.     In  August,   1862,  he  laid    aside  all  per-    | 
sonal  aims  and  ambitions,  and  in  the  opening  years 
af  a  promising  young  manhood  went  forth  to  battle    ; 
for  his  country    and,   if  need    be,  to    die    for  the   j 
honor  of  the  old  flag,  enlisting   in  Co.  K,  86th  In-    1 
(liana    Infantry,  and    doing    valiant  service    from    \ 
that  time  till  after  the  cessation  of  hostilities.   Dur- 
ing   all  those  weary  3'ears  of  hardship,    privation 
and  sacrifice  he  continued  with  his  regiment,  engag-    [ 
ing  with  it    in  every  battle  that  it  took  a  part,  and   j 
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though  often  in  the  heat  of  a  hotly  contested  en- 
gagement at  the  front  cheering  his  men  on  to  face 
the  foe  without  flinching,  he  was  never  wounded 
or  taken  prisoner,  and  he  was  never  sick  or 
had  a  furlough  in  all  that  long  time.  He  was 
mustered  into  the  army  as  a  private,  was  after- 
wards promoted  to  the  position  of  sergeant,  later 
to  that  of  quarter-master  sergeant,  and  on  the  26th 
of  June,  1864.  was  appointed  captain  of  Company 
K.  a  well-deserved  promotion,  as  by  his  cool,  cour- 
ageous, soldierly  bearing,  his  faithfulness  in  subordi- 
nate positions,  and  promptness  in  obeying  the 
orders  of  his  superiors,  he  had  shown  himself  to  be 
eminently  fitted  for  higher  and  more  responsible 
positions.  He  served  in  the  ranks  at  the  battle  of 
Stone  River,  and' after  his  appointment  as  captain, 
at  the  head  of  his  company  he  took  an  active  part 
in  all  the  battles  of  the  campaign  to  Atlanta,  and 
was  present  at  the  engagement  at  Jonesboro.  He 
was  then  sent  with  Gen.  Thomas  in  pursuit  of  the 
rebel  Gen.  Hood  and  his  soldiers,  and  he  fought 
with  credit  before  Franklin  and  Nashville.  He  was 
honorably  discharged  with  his  regiment  in  June, 
186-T.  After  his  experience  of  life  on  Southern 
battlefields,  Capt.  Spilman  sought  his  old  home  in 
Crawfordsville,  Ind.,  and  quietl}' resumed  his  study 
of  law  that  had  lieen  so  interrupted  by  the  ex- 
citing events  of  the  preceding  years,  and  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  that  city  in  March,  1866,  in 
the  Circuit  Court  of  Montgomery  County,  Judge 
John  M.  Cowan  presiding.  He  then  came  to  Man- 
hattan, at  once  opened  an  oflice.  and  was  in  active 
practice  here  till  March  12,  1885.  on  which  date  he 
was  appointed  Judge  of  tne  21st  Judicial  District 
by  Gov.  Martin.  The  district  then  comprised 
Riley,  Pottawatomie,  Wabaunsea  and  Osage 
counties.  But  in  1889  the  district  was  divided 
and  changed,  and  Riley,  Clay  and  Marshall  counties 
now  form  the  district  over  which  he  has  jurisdic- 
tion. In  November,  1885  he  was  elected  for  a  full 
term  of  four  years,  and  was  re-elected  again  in  the 
fall  of  1889.  He  is  filling  this  position  with  rare 
ability  and  general  satisfaction,  being  conceded  on 
all  sides  to  be  a  wise,  equitable  and  learned  judge. 
Judge  Spilman  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Hannah  A.  Russell  May  1 -1,1868.  She  was  born 
in  Wabash  County,  Ind.,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  A. 
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and  Catherine  (Hogin)  Russell.  Five  of  the  chil- 
dren born  of  this  marriage  are  living — William  R.. 
Katheriua,  Robert  B..  Clara  and  Harold  A.  Elbert 
died  at  the  age  of  two  years.  Mrs.  Spilman  is  a 
genuine  home-maker  and  understands  well  how  to 
make  the  pleasant  dwelling  over  which  she  presides, 
cosy,  home  like,  and  attractive  to  her  family  and 
to  their  manj'  friends,  or  to  the  stranger  who  may 
liappen  to  share  its  generous  hospitality. 

Judge  Spilman's  time  since  he  came  to  Kansas 
lias  been  chiefly  absorbed  by  his  profe.ssional  and 
judicial  duties,  yet  he  has  been  alive  to  all  public 
interests,  and  his  name  has  often  been  associated 
with  the  administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  city 
and  count}-;  and  the  mention  of  the  offices  he  has 
filled  will  show  the  variety  and  extent  of  his  pub- 
lic trusts.  He  served  thirteen  years  as  County 
Attorney,  has  been  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation, for  three  terms  was  Mayor  of  Manhat- 
tan and  seven  years  City  Attornej-,  and  in  1878 
was  elected  Representative  to  the  Legislature.  In 
ills  politics  he  is  a  stalwart  Republican.  Religiously 
lie  is  a  Presbyterian,  strong  in  the  faith,  and  as  a 
true  Christian  he  seeks  the  good  of  others  and 
cherishes  it.  He  joined  the  church  in  Indiana,  and 
became  a  member  of  his  chosen  church  in  Manhat- 
tan at  the  time  of  its  organization  in  1867,  and  has 
been  one  of  its  most   active  supporters  ever  since. 


J~  AMES  L.  WAGEMAN  is  tlie  son  of  George 
R.  and  Catherine  (Hulick)  Wageman,  and 
was  born  in  Clermont  County,  Ohio,  April 
20,  1847.  His  mother's  parents  were  na- 
tives of  New  Jersey  and  she  was  born  in  the  Buck- 
eye State.  His  paternal  grand fathei-,  John  Wage- 
man,  was  born  in  North  Carolina,  and  moved  to 
Ohio  while  it  was  still  a  territory.  The  father  of 
our  subject  was  a  farmer  and  from  the  date  of  his 
marriage,  Nov.  9.  1837,  has  resided  on  the  same 
farm  in  Clermont  County.  He  is  now  seventy- 
seven  years  of  age  and  his  wife  has  reached  the  age 
of  seventy-four.  Thej^  are  the  parents  of  four 
children,  he,  of  whom  we  write,  being  the  third  in 
order  of  birth;  Elizabeth,  the  first  born,  married 
William    E.    Whittaker,    a    farmer     in    Clermont 


County,  and  their  family  comprises  five  children. 
John  H.  is  farming  in  the  same  county,  having 
married  Miss  Elizabeth  Crane,  who  has  borne  him 
two  children,one  deceased ;  Margaret  married  Albert 
Lytle,  who  is  employed  on  the  Cincinnati  Street 
Railway  line,  and  their  family  consists  of  two 
children. 

The  subject  of  this  brief  sketch  was  reared  on  a 
farm  and  received  a  common-school  education, 
supplementing  it  b}'  attendance  in  select  schools  at 
Amelia  and  AVilliarasburg,  and  acquiring  a  thor- 
ough knowledge  of  the  English  branches.  In  the 
fall  of  1866  he  took  up  the  profession  of  teaching, 
which  he  followed  for  four  years  in  his  native 
county  and  State,  afterward  teaching  two  winters 
in  Grant  Township,  Riley  Co.,  Kan.  He  came  to 
this  State  in  1870,  arriving  in  Manhattan,  March, 
3,  and  securing  work  on  a  farm  for  two  and  a  half 
months.  He  then  went  to  Jewell  County  and  en- 
tered a  claim  of  160  acres,  upon  which  he  remained 
eighteen  months,  after  which  he  proved  up  and 
sold  out,  returning  to  his  native  State  for  a  short 
time.  In  the  spring  of  1872  he  returned  to  Kansas 
accompanied  by  his  bride  of  a  few  months,  and 
settled  on  Mill  Creek,  in  Riley  County,  about  two 
miles  from  Stockdale.  He  rented  land  for  two  .years 
and  then  purchased  eighty  acres  on  which  he  lived  , 
until  the  fall  of  1889,  when  he  traded  it  for  118 
acres  situated  on  section  14,  Grant  Township, 
where  he  now  resides.  His  present  home  is  located 
on  the  Blue  River  and  is  an  excellent  property, 
already  of  considerable  value  and  capable  of  be- 
coming more  so  under  proper  management. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Wageman  took  place  in 
Williamsburg,  Ohio,  on  the  13th  of  December. 
1871,  the  bride  being  Miss  Judith  P.,  daughter  of 
Sydney  and  Melissa  Leffingwell,  and  a  native  of  the 
town  in  which  her  marriage  took  place.  The 
estimable  wife  of  Mr.  Wageman  has  borne  him 
eight  children — George  L.,  William,  Elmer,  Mary, 
Fawny,  Maggie,  Lloyd  and  Mina.  The  first  three 
named  and  Fawny  died  in  infancy;  the  others  form 
a  bright  and  interesting  group  under  the  family 
roof-tree. 

Mr.  Wageman  has  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
and  in  1880  took  the  census  of  his  township.  He 
was    serving  satisfactorily   as    a   member   of    the 
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Scliool  Board  before  moving  to  his  present  place, 
liis  intelligence  and  practical  experience  in  peda- 
gogical labors  making  iiim  well  fitted  for  the  position 
upon  the  board.  While  in  Jewell  County,  he  was 
Township  Clerk  and  Township  Trustee.  He  is  a 
Republican  in  politics  and  has  served  as  delegate 
to  county  conventions,  as  well  as  at  different  times 
lieing  a  member  of  the  county  central  committee. 
He  and  his  wife  belong  to  the  Methodist  Church  and 
he  has  been  Superintendent  of  the  .Sunday-school 
in  the  cliurch  at  Stockdale  for  eight  years.  A  man 
of  lionor  and  Ciiristian  character,  a  worth}'  and 
reliable  citizen,  and  one  whose  kindly  nature  is 
manifested  in  the  domestic  relations  of  life,  he  is 
justly  held  in  high  respect  by    his   fellow-citizens. 


(jfl  IfelLLIAM  W.  WOODING.  A  pleasantly 
WjJi  1"^*''^'^  *"''  comfortable  estate  in  Mill 
W^  Creek  Township,  Washington  County,  is 
the  home  of  the  above  named  gentlemen,  his  esti- 
malile  wife,  and  the  two  daughters  who  yet  remain 
under  the  parental  roof.  The  farm  consists  of  eighty 
acres,  under  thorough  cultivation  and  supplied 
with  all  the  necessary  and  adequate  farm  build- 
ings. Mr.  Wooding,  though  quite  advanced  in 
years,  is  active,  energetic  and  well  preserved,  and 
manages  his  affairs  in  a  Inanner  that  would  be  cred- 
itable in  a  much  , younger  man.  He  is  of  a  frank 
and  friendly  nature,  and  well  liked  by  his  neigh- 
bors, among  whom  he  is  ever  ready  to  lend  a  help- 
ing liand. 

Mr.  AVooding  is  of  Swedish  and  French  descent. 
His  paternal  grandfather,  Isaac  Wooding,  emi- 
grated from  Sweden  to  America  prior  to  the  Revo- 
lutionary War.  In  early  life  he  learned  and  worked 
at  the  trade  of  a  blacksmith  in  New  Brunswick, 
N.J.,  and  was  also  occupied  in  farming.  The  ma- 
ternal great-grandfather  of  our  subject  was  Michael 
Garrett,  a  Frenchman  who  came  with  LaFayette  to 
America  and  participated  in  the  Revolutionaiy 
War.     He  was  a  merchant. 

The  parents  of  Mr.  Wooding  were  natives  of 
New  Jersey,  and  named  Ezra  and  Ann  (Dayton) 
Wooding.  Eight  children  were  born  to  them,  our 
subject  being  the  second.     Of  his  brothers  and  sis_- 


ters  the  following  brief  mention  is  made:  Isaac 
married  Hannah  Hankins;  he  was  last  heard  of  in 
Posey  County,  Ind.,  where  he  was  engaged  in  farm- 
ing. Uriah  married  Sarah  Edwards,  who  died, 
leaving  two  children;  he  enlisted  in  Company  B, 
17th  Iowa  Infantry,  and  was  taken  prisoner  at  Ful- 
ton, Ga.,  in  October,  1864;  he  died  in  the  Confed- 
erate prison  at  Florence,  S.  C.  Benjamin  F.  died 
at  Mt.  Vernon,  Ind.,  in  1850;  he  was  a  farmer  and 
unmarried.  David,  John  and  Ezra  died  in  infancy. 
Sarah  married  Henry  Russell,  and  died  near  Mt. 
Vernon,  Ind. 

Willam  W.  Wooding  was  born  in  Atlantic 
County,  N.  J.,  Sept.  23,  1823.  He  lived  in  his  na- 
tive  State  until  of  age,  and  worked  as  a  lumberman 
in  the  cedar  swamps  and  pineries  therein.  He  never 
went  to  school  but  one  day,  but  has  obtained  a  fair 
education  through  self-instruction.  In  1851  he 
went  to  Posey  County,  Ind.,  and  purchased  a  piece 
of  land  from  Gen.  A.  P.  Hovey,  present  Governor 
of  that  State.  The  land  was  located  near  Mt. 
Vernon,  and  there  our  subject  remained  until  1858. 
He  then  removed  to  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  and  went  to 
work  on  a  ferry-boat.  After  a  short  sojourn  he 
came  to  this  State  and  bought  a  claim  of  160  acres 
in  Doniphan  Count}'.  On  it  he  remained  until  the 
spring  of  1859,  when  he  rented  land  in  Vermillion 
Township,  Marshall  Count}-,  and  engaged  in  farm- 
ing there.  A  year  later  he  came  to  this  county, 
and  remained  a  greater  part  of  the  year.  Thence 
he  went  to  Elwood,  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  State, 
where  he  was  living  when  the  war  broke  out. 

Mr.  Wooding  went  to  Keokuk,  Iowa,  and  on 
March  25,  1862,  signed  the  muster-roll  of  Company 
B,  17th  Iowa  Infantry.  He  participated  in  many 
hard-fought  battles  and  minor  conflicts.  Among 
them  were  the  siege  of  Corinth,  Miss.,  the  battles 
of  luka.  Holly  Springs  (where  he  was  under  Grant's 
command),  Vicksburg,  Champion  Hill,  Jackson, 
Missionary  Ridge,  and  Tilton,  Ga.  He  was  prompt 
in  the  discharge  of  every  duty,  ever  ready  for  the 
call  "  to  arms,"  and  in  every  position  a  courageous 
and  gallant  soldier.  During  the  summer  of  1864, 
the  command,  which  was  stationed  in  the  stockade 
at  Tilton,  was  captured  and  taken  to  Anderson- 
ville.  The  first  night  after  their  capture  Mr. 
Wooding  made  his  escape   and  returned  to  Tilton, 
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WILLIAM  H.  LONG,  a  retired  farmer  and 
stock-dealer  of  Haddara,  came  to  Kansas 
in  1883,  in  search  of  health,  and  purchased 
eighty  acres  of  land  in  that  township,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  farming  for  a  time,  and  also  dealt  quite  ex- 
tensively in  live-stock.  He  ships  mostly  to  Kansas 
City,  and  within  the  last  few  years  has  handled  a 
very  large  amount  of  money.  He  erected  good 
buildings  upon  his  farm,  and  is  surrounded  by  all 


where  he  was  rescued  by  the  Federal  Cavalry.    He 
was  then    detailed  as   a  teamster,  and  went  with    j 
Sherman  to  the  sea.   In  the  latter  part  of  April,  1865,    1 
he  was  discharged  at    Davenport,   Iowa.     He  then 
bought  a  small  farm  in  Appanoose  County,  where 
he  remained  until  the  fall  of   1868.     He  then  came    '■ 
to  this  county  and  settled  in  Mill  Creek  Township,    | 
on  the  quarter  section  which  is  now  known  as  the    ] 
Nesbitt  Place.     There  he  lived  for  fourteen  years,    | 
then  selling  out  he  removed  on  to  the  place  which    j 
he  now  occupies. 

On  Oct.  1,  1853,  Mr.  Wooding  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Martha  McFadden.  She  was 
an  orphan,  both  parents  having  died  near  Mt. 
Vernon,  some  time  before  her  marriage.  The  re- 
sult of  the  union  was  two  children,  Sarah  and 
Martha,  both  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  Mr. 
Wooding  followed  his  wife  to  her  grave  in  Febru- 
ary, 1855.  He  was  subsequently  married  to  Miss 
Nancy  Edwards,  who  has  borne  him  six  children. 
Jennie  is  the  wife  of  Robert  Bell,  a  lumberman  of 
Seattle,  Washington;  they  have  three  children. 
Uriah  married  Ada  Tinkham,  and  has  one  child; 
they  reside  in  Seattle.  Julia  married  Mark  Spaul- 
ding,  and  he  is  also  at  Seattle.  J.  Greenleaf 
married  Cora  Bonesteel;  they  reside  with  our  sub- 
ject, and  he  is  teaching  the  Blocher  school.  Ida 
and  Flossie  are  unmarried  and  at  home. 

Mr.  Wooding  is  a  supporter  of  the  principles  of 
the  Republican  party,  which  he  believes  best 
adapted  to  upbuild  the  land  which  he  considers  the 
best  on  earth.  He  is  a  reliable  citizen,  interested 
in  every  movement  which  will  tend  to  elevate  so- 
ciety and  advance  the  interests  of  the  community 
in  which  he  resides. 


the  comforts  of  life.  He  owns  a  block  of  buildings 
in  the  town,  including  that  occupied  by  the  State 
Bank. 

Mr.  Long  was   born   in   Concord,    111.,   Nov.    .">, 
1834,  and  from  boyhood  up  he  was  bred   to   farm- 
ing   pursuits.      He    attended    the    district    school, 
which  was  conducted  in   a   log-house,  and  bright- 
]   cned    his    natural    perceptive    faculties    by    good 
I    attention  to  his  books.     He  remembers    the    time 
i   when  wild  game  was  plentiful  in  his   native   town- 
I   ship,    and    when    the    Prairie    State    was    in    wide 
contrast  with  its  present  condition  of  wealth  and 
j    prosperity.      He    remained    at    home    assisting    his 
parents  until  a  young  man  of  twenty  j-ears,  then 
started  out  for  himself,  working  by  the  month  for 
two  years.     Later  he  farmed  on  rented  land,  then 
purchased  a  farm  near  Concord,  which  he  improved, 
and  upon  which  he  lived  until  1883,  during  which 
year  he  sought  for  health  west  of  the  Mississippi. 

On  the  5th  of  March,  1856,  our  subject  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Mrs.  Mar}^  A  Park,  at 
the  bride's  iiome  in  Morgan  County.  111.  Mrs. 
Long  was  born  in  the  Blue  Grass  State,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  Robert  B.  Morrison,  who  spent  his 
last  days  in  Illinois.  Her  paternal  grandfather 
came  from  Ireland  and  settled  first  in  Pittsburg, 
Pa.,  then  removed  to  Fleming  County,  K3'.,  where 
he  was  one  of  the  earliest  pioneers  and  where  he 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  days.  Robert  B.  was 
four  3'ears  old  when  going  to  Kentucky,  and  later 
participated  in  the  War  of  1812.  When  this  was 
ended  he  returned  to  the  Blue  Grass  region,  where 
he  engaged  as  a  ijlanter.  but  in  1820  removed  to 
Morgan  County,  111.,  where  he  prosecuted  farming 
until  his  death. 

Mrs.  Sarah  (Dunlap)  Morrison,  the  mother  of 
Mrs.  Long,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  and  removed 
with  her  parents  to  Bainbridge,  Ohio.  Later  the 
family  returned  to  Kentucky.  Grandfather  John 
Dunlap  spent  his  last  years  in  Kentucky.  To 
Robert  and  Sarah  Morrison  there  was  born  a  family- 
of  ten  children,  the  eldest  of  whom,  a  son,  David, 
died  when  seventy -three  3'ears  old;  Mrs.  Long  was 
the  second  child;  Sarah  and  Robert  are  deceased; 
Elizabeth  is  a  resident  of  Macomb,  111. ;  Margaret  J. 
is  deceased;  John  B.  is  a  resident  of  California; 
America  died  when  about  middle-aged;  Peru  and 
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Josepli  are  residents  of  this  State.  David  served  in 
the  Black  Hawli  War.  Mary  A.  was  born  near 
Flemingsburg,  K3'.,  Oct.  20.  1812,  and  lived  there 
until  eighteen  years  old.  She  then  removed  with 
lur  parents  to  Morgan  County-,  111.,  and  was  mar- 
ried in  Spring  Creek,  Sangamon  County,  to  John 
Park,  who  died  a  few  years  later.  Of  this  union 
there  were  born  five  children,  viz.:  Sarah  G., 
Elvira  E.,  George  W.,  Carrie  S.  and  John  S.  Sa- 
rah G.  is  the  wife  of  Martin  Collier,  a  carpenter  by 
trade,  and  they  reside  in  Oregon :  Elvira  (Mrs. 
Newton)  lives  on  a  farm  near  Concord.  111.;  George 
W.  is  farming  in  Lane  County,  this  State;  Carrie  L. 
(Mrs.  Derrick)  lives  in  Hillsboro,  Ore.;  John  and 
Sophia  (Mrs.  Chase)  reside  in  Haddam.  The 
Morrison  family  was  highly  respected  wherever 
known,  and  Mrs.  Long  is  a  lady  possessing  all  the 
womanly  virtues,  being  kind-hearted,  hospitable, 
and  possessing  more  than  ordinary  intelligence. 
Slie  has  made  a  pleasant  home  for  her  family,  and  is 
an  intelligent  reader  of  good  books,  being  more 
than  ordinarily  well  posted  upon  matters  of  general 
interest  to  the  intelligent  portion  of  the  community. 
She  has  been  for  a  number  of  years  a  member  in 
good  standing  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  is 
greatly  respected  by  her  neighbors.  Mr.  Long 
officiated  as  School  Director  in  his  district  for  a 
number  of  years,  and  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Town  Council.  Politically  he  affiliates  with  the 
Democratic  party. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  George  Long,  a 
native  of  Tennessee  and  the  son  of  Henry  Long, 
who  was  likewise  born  in  that  State  and  was  of  Ger- 
man descent.  The  latter  is  a  farmer  by  occupa- 
tion, and  upon  leaving  the  South  removed  to 
Morgan  County,  111.,  near  where  the  town  of  Con- 
cord afterward  grew  up.  He  lived  to  see  the  de- 
velopment of  one  of  the  noblest  States  in  the 
Union,  and  spent  his  last  days  in  Morgan  County. 

George  Long,  like  his  father  before  him.  followed 
farming  for  a  vocation,  and  became  owner  of  200 
acres  of  land  near  Concord,  where  he  died  in  1882. 
He  was  a  Democrat  politically,  and  in  his  religious 
vifews  favored  the  doctrines  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  to  which  he  belonged.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  early  manhood  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Provine.' 
who  like  himself  was  a  native  of  Tennessee,  and 


the  sister  of  John  Provine,  who  emigrated  from 
the  South  and  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of 
Morgan  County,  111.  In  later  years  he  removed  to 
Oregon  and  there  died.  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Long  de- 
parted this  life  at  the  old  homestead  in  Morgan 
County,  111.  The  parental  family  consisted  of  the 
following  children:  Sterling,  Emily,  Alvina  and 
Melinda, deceased;  William  H.,  our  subject;  Elzad. 
a  resident  of  Dakota;  Mary  A.,  who  is  living  in 
Cass  County,  111.,  and  Charles,  a  resident  of  Mor- 
gan County,  that  State. 


JOHN  LANDGRAF'.  This  gentleman  is  one 
of  the  wealthiest  men  in  Barnes  Townshij), 
Washington  County.  He  is  engaged  in 
fanning  and  also  gives  considerable  atten- 
tion to  stock  dealing.  He  is  the  owner  of  400  acres 
of  land,  his  residence  being  on  section  32.  His 
farm  is  well  improved  and  bears  evidence  that  its 
owner  is  both  enterprising  and  prosperous. 

Mr.  Landgraf  first  saw  the  light  in  Germany, 
Jan.  27,  1840,  being  the  seventh  child  of  Henry 
and  Theresa  (Maur)  Landgraf.  Henry  Landgraf 
was  born  in  Germany,  in  1804.  He  emigrated  to 
America  in  1849,  and  settled  in  Washington 
County.  AVis.,  where  he  died  in  1863.  He  was  all 
his  life  a  farmer  and  was  in  good  circumstances. 
Theresa  Maur  was  born  in  Germany,  March  10, 
1806,  and  still  survives,  her  home  being  in  Winne- 
bago County.  Wis.  The  parental  family  consisted 
of  twelve  children.  They  were  Jacob,  Mary, 
Theresa,  Andrew,  John,  Christ,  John,  (our  sub- 
ject), Valentine,  Katherina,  and  three  infants  that 
died  unnamed. 

The  gentlemen  of  whom  we  write  was  a  lad  of 
nine  years  when  his  parents  removed  to  the  United 
States.  He  remained  under  the  parental  roof  until 
thirteen  years  of  age,  when  he  went  to  Milwaukee, 
Wis.,  and  learned  the  trade  of  a  harness-maker.  Later 
he  went  to  Chicago,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade 
one  summer.  Thence  he  went  south  and  worked  in 
the  cities  of  Louisville,  New  Orleans  and  at  various 
points  until  1858.  At  Ihat  period  he  went  to 
Atchison,  Kan.,  where  for  a  time  lie  was  engaged 
at  his  trade.     He  made  one  of  the  first  100   men, 
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who  went  to  Colorado  to  organize  the  town  of 
Denver,  in  the  laying  out  of  which  he  assisted.  He 
did  not  remain  in  the  Centennial  State,  however, 
but  returned  to  Atchison  the  same  }-ear(1859). 
There  he  continued  a  resident  until  1869,  when  he 
removed  to  Waterville,  Kan.  A  few  years  later 
he  came  to  this  county,  filed  on  a  claim,  and  began 
the  life  of  a  farmer,  having  previously  been  em- 
ployed at  his  trade.  He  afterward  honiestcaded 
160  acres  on  sections  32  and  33  in  Barnes  Township, 
where  he  has  since  made  his  home. 

On  Sept.  19,  1860,  Mr.  Landgraf  took  part  in  an 
interesting  ceremony.  It  was  the  occasion  of  his 
marriage  to  Miss  Margaret  Bulger  of  Atchison, 
Kan.  The  bride  is  a  daughter  of  Nicholas  Bulger, 
and  was  born  in  Prussia,  in  1842.  This  worthy  lady 
has  borne  her  husband  thirteen  children:  Mary, 
Lena,  Lizzie,  John,  Rosa,  Emma,  William,  Barbara, 
Joseph,  Dora,  Albert,  Peter  and  Alma. 

Mr.  Landgraf  is  a  member  of  the  Catholic 
Church.  As  a  man  and  citizen  he  is  held  in  good 
repute  in  his  locality,  where  he  wields  an  extended 


JAMES  STEWART.  The  old  settler  is  al- 
ways an  object  of  interest  among  his  fellow- 
citizens,  especially  if  his  career  has  been  a 
worthy  one  and  if.  as  in  the  present  case,  he 
has  been  a  useful  member  of  his  community.  Mr. 
Stewart  was  one  ofthe  early  homesteaders  of  Blaine 
Township,  Clay  County,  and  is  now  comfortably 
located  on  section  31,  where  he  has  a  fine  farm. 
160  acres  in  extent,  and  also  owns  160  acres  in 
Blaine  Township.  By  the  exercise  of  persevering 
industry  he  lias  transformed  a  portion  of  the  \n-\m- 
itive  soil  into  a  fertile  farm.  He  comes  of  sub- 
stantial ancestry  and  was  hcirn  in  Lawrence 
County,  Pa.,  Sept.  18,  1826. 

Matthew  and  Sarah  Stewart,  the  parents  of  our 
subject,  were  likewise  natives  of  tlie  Keystone 
State,  and  the  former  is  still  living  in  Lawrence 
County  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety -three  years. 
The  mother  was  born  in  Butler  County,  and  de- 
parted this  life  about  1856.  The  family  is  of 
Scotch-Irish  descent,  and  was  represented  in  Ame- 
rica  at  an   early   day.      James,  our  subject,    was 


reared  amid  the  quiet  pursuits  of  farm  life,  and 
when  a  youth  of  nineteen  years  began  learning 
the  carpenter's  trade,  which  he  followed  thereafter 
fornearl}-  a  quarter  of  a  century.  His  early  educa- 
tion was  conducted  in  the  schools  of  his  native 
township,  he  receiving  onlj'  Ihe  limited  advantages 
of  that  time  and  place.  His  habit  of  tiiought  and 
observation,  however,  has  served  him  well,  as  he 
makes  it  a  rule  to  i^eep  himself  posted  upon  the 
general  topics  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Stewart  remained  a  resident  of  liis  native 
State  until  a  man  of  twenty -six  years,  theii  in  18.')2, 
started  for  the  far  West,  and  crossing  the  Missis- 
sippi, established  himself  in  Scott  County,  Iowa. 
He  followed  his  trade  in  that  vicinity  for  a  period 
of  sixteen  years, working  in  and  around  Davenport, 
making  many  friends  and  considerable  money.  We 
next  find  him  in  Monroe  County,  that  State,  where 
he  sojourned  probably  four  years.  In  the  spring 
of  1 872  he  came  to  Nortliern  Kansas  and  home- 
steaded  160  acres  of  land  in  Blaine  Township, 
where  he  now  resides.  This  land  when  he  took 
possession  of  it  lay  as  the  Indians  had  left  it. 
not  a  furrow  having  been  turned.  The  task  before 
him  seemed  great,  and  it  was  at  a  time  when  this  re- 
gion was  comparatively  unsettled,  the  cabins  of  the 
pioneers  being  few  and  far  between.  The  hardy 
spirit,  however,  which  had  been  transmitted  to  Mr. 
Stewart  from  a  worthy  ancestry,  served  him  well  in 
this  emergency, and  he  not  only  brought  his  first  pur- 
chase to  a  good  state  of  cultivation,  but  added  to  his 
possessions  until  they  assumed  their  present  propor- 
tions. Besides  this  farm  he  has  property  in  the  city 
of  Clay  Center. 

Aside  from  serving  a.s  a  member  of  the  School 
Board  in  his  district,  Mr.  Stewart  has  carefully 
avoided  the  respousibilities  of  ottice.  He  has 
watched  the  growth  and  development  of  Northern 
Kansas  with  that  warm  interest  felt  by  every  in- 
telligent citizen,  and  it  cannot  be  denied  that  he  has 
contributed  his  full  quota  toward  bringing  about 
its  present  condition.  He  is  a  nienil)er  in  good 
standing  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church,  in 
which  he  was  at  one  time  an  Elder.  ]\Ir.  Stewart 
was  first  married  in  1853  to  Miss  Louisa  Fuhr,  and 
to  them  there  were  born  three  children,  two  of 
whom  are  living,  namely,  Matthew  C.  and  William 
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A.  Mrs.  Louisa  Stewart  departed  this  life  at  her 
home  in  Scott  County,  Iowa,  in  1866.  Mr.  Stewart 
was  married  a  second  time  April  21,  186Z,  to  Miss 
Rachel  Johnson,  and  the}'  have  three  children,  two 
of  whom  are  living — John  K.  and  Sarah  A. 

On  anotiier  page  of  this  volume  we  present  a 
a  lithographic  engraving  of  tiie  estate,  whose  owner 
and  operator  is  our  subject;  it  forms  a  delightful 
scene  in  the  landscape  of  tiie  country,  and  is  well 
improved  with  a  cosy  residence,  outbuildings  c>f  a 
substantial  nature,  and  other  features  of  a  rural 
homestead. 
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GEORGE  W.  EMRIC'H  is  one  of  the  leading 
farmers  of  Clay  County,  and  a  man  of  e.x- 
cellent  business  ability,  somewhat  of  a  leader 
in  the  political  work  of  the  vicinity,  and  withal  a 
man  of  character  and  vim.  His  home  is  located  in 
Chapman  Townsliip,  and  the  estate,  comprising  280 
acres,  is  well-improved  and  furnished  with  good 
liuildings. 

Mr.  Bmrich  was  reared  to  farm  life,  being  the 
son  of  an  Ohio  agriculturist,  Moses  Emrich,  a  na- 
tive of  the  Buckeye  State,  where  he  is  still  living. 
The  motiier,  Mary  (Wheeland)  Emrich,  was  the 
daughter  of  George  Wheeland,  a  Virginia  planter, 
and  of  this  union  eight  children  were  born.  George 
W..  a  native  of  the  Buckeye  State,  was  born  in  Ross 
County,  Feb.  21,  1838,  and  received  a  common 
school  education,  together  with  such  practical  train- 
ing as  farmer's  sons  usually  obtain.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-three  he  went  to  Clark  County.  III.,  and 
the  war  breaking  out,  he  enlisted  under  tiie  flag 
which  is  the  symbol  of  American  freedom  and 
unity.  His  first  enrollment  was  in  the  three 
months'  service,  but  later  he  enlisted  for  three 
years.  His  name  l)elonged  to  the  muster-roll  of 
Compan}'  1).  First  Artillery,  but  after  going  into 
camp  at  Springfield,  the  regiment  was  re-organized, 
and  Mr.  Klmrich  became  a  member  of  Company  B, 
2d  Regiment.  He  participated  in  many  battles, 
some  of  them  heavy  and  bloody  conflicts,  being 
attached  to  the  Kith  Army  Corps,  which,  under 
Gen.  Dodge,  occupied  Corinth,  Miss.,  as  a  part  of 
the  left  wing  of  the  Army  of  the  Mississippi. 

Mr.  Emrich  was  Sergeant  of  the  batterj'  in  his 


first  company,  and  in  1863,  being  detailed  to  assist 
in  recruiting  the  Alabama  company  of  scouts,  was 
appointed  First  Lieutenant  of  that  company,  which 
was  an  excellent  body  of  fighters.  He  was  among 
tlie  gallant  60.000  who  accompanied  Gen.  Sherman 
toward  the  sea,  and  at  Fayetteville,  N.  C,  he  was 
wounded  and  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 
He  was  sent  to  Wilmington,  N.  C,  and  the  Rebels 
having  no  use  for  him  then,  was  left  in  the  hospital, 
where  he  rapidly  impioved.  Becoming  able  to 
get  about,  Mr.  ?^mrich  took  his  departure  for  the 
North,  without  having  aslced  any  one's  permission. 
He  reached  New  York,  thence  went  to  Ohio,  and 
rejoined  his  regiment  as  soon  as  he  was  able  to 
again  act  a  soldier's  part.  The  command  was  at 
Hunlsville  when  he  reached  them,  and  he  remained 
there  until  Oct.  20,  1865,  when  he  was  discharged 
and  paid  off. 

On  his  return  to  civil  life,  Mr.  Emrich  went 
back  to  his  former  liome  in  Ohio,  where  he 
remained  until  1869,  at  which  time  he  came  to  Kan- 
sas. He  located  in  Clay  County,  taking  a  home- 
stead on  section  12,  Chapman  Township,  having 
first  purchased  a  quarter  section  on  which  was  a 
cabin.  This  gave  him  a  place  in  which  to  live,  and 
was  tiie  family  home  for  two  years.  After  having 
proved  up  on  his  homestead,  he  sold  it,  retaining 
ownership  of  the  other  1 60  acres.  He  has  bought 
120  acres  additional,  and  has  the  entire  estate  in  an 
excellent  state  of  cultivation.  He  has  suffered 
some  failures  in  crops,  the  worst  having  been  in 
1874 — the  grasshopper  year.  From  1885  until 
1889  the  crops  were  light,  but  they  were  very 
good  this  season.  Mr.  Emrich  was  more  fortunate 
tlian  some  of  the  settlers  in  this  county,  having 
had  a  little  means  with  which  to  begin  improve- 
ments when  he  came  here. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  1866,  George  W. 
Emrich  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Eliza, 
daughter  of  Thomas  Raj-,  a  farmer  and  stock- 
dealer  of  Ohio.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  limrich  seven 
children  have  been  born — Norali,  Millie,  Rose, 
Arthur,  Ernest,  Jane  and  Nellie.  Mrs.  Emrich  is 
a  lady  of  kindly,  social  nature,  and  an  excellent 
housewife. 

Mr.  Emrich  has  served  two  terms  as  Coiintv 
Commissioner,  and    is    now   filling   an    unexiiired 
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terra.  He  has  held  the  office  of  School  Commis- 
sioner several  terms,  has  also  been  Township  Treas- 
urer, and  was  the  first  Postmaster  in  the  township. 
Of  the  social  orders,  he  affiliates  with  the  I.  O.  O.  F., 
and  belongs  to  the  G.  A.  R..  at  Clay  Center.  Po- 
liticallj-  he  is  a  Republican.  He  opposed  the  Pro- 
hibition Amendment  when  first  brought  before  tlie 
State,  but  has  now  become  friendly  to  it.  He  still 
suffers  somewhat  from  the  gunsliot  wound  in  his 
thigh,  and  receives  a  small  pension  on  account  of 
it.  He  is  interested  in  every  movement  looking 
toward  the  advancement  of  the  material  and  moral 
interests  of  the  State  and  county,  by  whose  citizens 
he  is  regarded  with  respect. 

The  handsome  residence  of  Mr.  Em  rich  will   be 
found  lithographed  on  another  page  of  this  volume. 


1/ 


:ILLL\M  McNEIL.  Ju.,  owns  and  occupies 
a  finely  improved  and  well-stocked  farm 
in  Clay  County,  of  which  he  has  been  a 
resident  since  1873.  The  homestead  is  located  on 
section  30,  Bloom  Township,  and  has  been  brought 
by  its  owner  to  a  high  state  of  fertilit3\  and  now 
bears  all  the  necessary  farm  buildings,  conveniently 
arranged,  and  substantially  constructed.  Mr.  Mc- 
Neil has  been  a  hard  working  man,  and  has  pros- 
pered in  his  efforts,  and  since  he  came  to  this  State, 
has  purchased  seven  quarter  sections  of  land.  He 
is  making  provision  for  his  children,  by  giving 
each  a  farm. 

The  McNeil  family  is  of  old  and  honored  Scotch 
lineage,  the  family  home  having  been  in  Ayre- 
shire,  Scotland.  There  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, Robert  McNeil,  was  engaged  in  farming  and 
mining  for  a  number  of  years.  He  married  Miss 
Barbara  White  of  the  same  shire,  and  to  them  there 
were  born  three  sons  and  one  daughter,  the  eldest 
of  whom,  William,  became  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject. 

AVilliam  McNeil,  Sr.,  and  his  brother  John,  came 
to  the  United  States  about  the  close  of  the  War  of 
1812,  and  locating  in  Grand  Isle  County,  Vt., lived 
there  for  many  years.  William  McNeil,  Sr.,  was  a 
carpenter,  and  .lohn,  after  having  followed  a  sailor's 
life  for  a  time,  became  a  farmer,     In   Grand   Isle 


County,  William  McNeil,   Sr.,   married  Miss  Mar- 
i    garet  Miller,  a  native  of  that  county,  in  which  her 
parents    lived   and   died.     Mrs.    McNeil    was  of  a 
varied  ancestr}'   having  the  blood  of  the  Irish.  Ger- 
man, and   French  nations  in   her  veins.     She  de- 
parted this  life  in  the  county  of  her  birth,  in  March. 
'    1832,  when  her  son,  William,  Jr..  the  subject  of 
'    this  biography,  was  but  two  weeks  old.    She  was  in 
!    the  prime  of   life,  and  left  two  children,   our  sub- 
ject and  his  brother   Alex,  to  the   care  of  her  be- 
reaved husband. 

About  the  year  1833,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Mc- 
Neil came  to  America,  and  made  their  home  in 
A'ermont,  where  tlieir  two  sons  were  living.  Some 
months  later,  they,  in  company  with  their  son  John, 
his  wife  and  four  children;  their  son  William,  Sr.. 
and  his  two  sons,  started  for  Illinois.  About  the 
time  they  reached  Lake  Erie,  Alex  McNeil,  the 
brother  of  our  subject,  died,  he  being  then  a  child 
of  six  years.  While  out  on  Lake  Erie,  the  grand- 
mother died  of  cholera,  and  was  buried  in  the  lake, 
and  a  few  hours  later  the  wife  of  John  McNeil  died 
of  the  same  dread  disease ;  her  body  also  being  de- 
posited in  a  watery  grave.  The  remainder  of  the 
family  finally  arrived  in  Cook  County,  111.,  where 
they  remained  for  a  few  years,  thence  removing  lo 
Randolph  Count}^  There  a  few  years  later,  Robert 
McNeil  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-three  years. 

About  the  year  1847,  William  McNeil,  Sr.,  took 
for  his  second  wife  Miss  Rosa  Mathews,  of  Ran- 
dolph County,  111.,  and  they  made  their  home  on  a 
farm  there.  Mr.  McNeil  departed  this  life  in  1871, 
at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-two  years.  He  was 
fairly  successful  in  business,  and  was  a  man  of  prob- 
ity and  many  sterling  qualities.  In  politics  he  was 
an  Abolitionist,  and  in  religion  he  was  a  member  of 
the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church.  His  widow  is 
yet  living,  making  her  home  in  the  same  county, 
and  is  now  seventy -six  years  old.  She  also  is  a 
member  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church 
(Covenanters). 

William  McNeil,  Jr.,  is  the  only  living  child  of 
his  father's  family.  He  was  reared  under  the  pa- 
ternal roof  in  Randolph  County,  111.,  leaving  it 
only  for  a  home  of  his  own  after  his  marriage  in 
1854.  He  Drst  settled  on  a  farm  in  the  same  county, 
reninininii'  there  until  tiie  close  of  the  late  Rebel- 
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lion,  when  lie  came  with  liis  famil>'  to  Johnson 
County,  Kan.,  taking  up  a  claim  on  the  Indian  Re- 
servation. After  malting  some  improvements  on 
his  160  acres  there,  Mr.  McNeil  sold  out,  and  in 
1873  came  to  this  county  as  has  been  before  stated. 
His  prosperit3'  since  that  time,  and  the  large  acre- 
age which  he  has  purchased  in  this  State,  iiavebeen 
recorded  above. 

In  Randolph  County',  111.,  Mr.  McNeil  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  A.  Crawford,  a  lad\' 
who  possesses  in  a  large  degree  the  wortii  and  abil- 
ity of  the  Scotch-Irish  lineage  from  which  she 
sprang.  She  was  born  in  County  Antrim,  Ireland, 
her  parents  also  being  natives  of  that  section,  where 
they  died.  They  were  of  Protestant  faith,  and 
members  of  the  Presbj'terian  Church.  Early  in  the 
year*  1848,  Miss  Crawford  came  to  America  with  a 
kinsman  who  located  in  Randolph  County,  111.,  and 
there  she  became  of  age  and  married. 

The  devoted  wife  of  Mr.  McNeil  died  at  her 
her  home  in  this  township,  Jan.  15,  1889,  at  the 
age  of  fifty-six  years.  She  had  been  the  mother  of 
twelve  children,  two  having  preceded  her  to  the 
toml).  The  others  have  been  carefully  trained  in 
tlie  graces  and  virtues  of  true  manhood  and  woman- 
hood, and  their  intelligence  and  worth  of  character 
are  a  monument  to  the  nobility  of  their  mother's 
life.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Reformed  Presby- 
terian Church. 

Of  the  family  of  Mr.  McNeil,  we  note  the  follow- 
ing: Charles  H.  died  when  eighteen  months  old; 
and  Renrick  C.  in  1886,  at  the  age  of  twenty-three 
years,  while  still  single;  William  J.  is  living  on  a 
farm  in  Five  Creeks  Township,  Clay  County;  Rob- 
ert J.  married  Miss  Maggie  Young,  and  lives  on  a 
farm  in  Bloom  Township;  Thomas  A.  married  Miss 
Lou  Caruthers';  their  home  is  in  the  agricultural 
districts  of  Star  Township,  Cloud  County;  Charles 
C4.  who  married  Miss  May  Mai-shall,  is  farming  in 
Colfax  Township,  Cloud  County;  Calvin  T.  is  now 
in  California;  Martin  L.  is  engaged  in  book-keep- 
ing in  Johnson  County;  M.ary  J.  is  at  home,  and  is 
the  female  head  of  the  household;  Edward  and 
David  O.  are  at  home,  and  assist  in  managing  the 
farm  ;  Joseph  W.  is  also  at  home. 

The  religious  membership  of  Mr.  McNeil,  is  in 
the  United  Presbyterian  Church.     In  politics  he  is   I 


a  Prohibitionist.  He  is  a  fine  type  of  manhood, 
being  thrifty,  energetic,  intelligent,  and  of  unim- 
peachable moral  character,  for  all  which  qualities 
he  is  well  and  finorably  known,  having  raanv 
friends  in  the  surrounding  country'.  A  liandsome 
lithographic  view  is  shovvn  on  another  page,  of  Mr. 
McNeil's  residence,  which  with  its  surroundings, 
stands  as  a  monument  to  his  thrift  and  industry. 

J  JAMES  C.  CONKRIGHT.  a  lending  busi- 
ness man  of  Morganville.  and  one  who 
j  has  done  mnch  toward  the  upbuilding  of  the 
'  town,  has  occupied  many  positions  of  trust 
and  responsibility  and  is  looked  upon  by  his  fellow- 
citizens  as  one  eminently  deserving  of  their  confi- 
dence and  esteem.  He  was  born  in  Casey  County, 
Ky.,Feb.  1,1828,  and  when  about  two  years  old  was 
taken  by  his  parents,  Isaac  and  Elizabeth  (Taylor) 
Conkright,  to  Scott  Count3',  111.  A  year  later  they 
removed  to  Pike  County,  that  State,  where  James 
C.  was  reared  to  manhood  on  a  farm  which  his 
father  had  preempted  during  the  pioneer  days  and 
where  both  parents  spent  the  remainder  of  their 
lives. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  first  married  in 
Pike  County,  111.  to  Miss  Clarinda,  daughter  of 
John  and  Hannah  Mace,  who  was  born  in  Maine 
and  was  taken,  by  her  parents,  to  Illinois  when  a 
mere  child.  Two  daughters  were  born  of  this 
union,  f^lizabeth  H.,  now  the  wife  of  James  Spencer, 
of  Jacksonvdle,  111.;  .and  Mary  J.,  Mrs.  Charles  H. 
Sanderson,  of  Custer  Count}',  Neb.  Mrs.  Clarinda 
Conkright  departed  this  life  in  Pike  Countj-,  111.  on 
Feb.  25,  1862.  She  was  a  lady  of  many  estimable 
qualities  and  belonged  to  the  L^niversalist  Church. 
Mr.  Conkright  for  his  second  wife  married  Miss 
Luverbia  Petty,  who  bore  him  seven  children, 
namely:  Clarinda,  Frederick  H.,  Josephine,  Sarah 
Grace,  John,  James  C.  and  Isaac  S.,  the  two  latter 
twins;  all  are  living. 

Our  subject  came  with  his  family  to  Neosha 
County,  Kan.,  in  1869  and  purchased  ninety  acres 
of  land  ui)on  which  be  lived  about  five  years.  Then 
returning  to  Illinois  he  remained  there  until  1884, 
when  he  came   back  to  Kansas    and  engaged    as  a 
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hotel-keeper  in  Morganville,  while  at  the  same  time 
he  prosecuted  farming.  He  was  instrumental  in 
having  the  city  incorporated  and  was  elected  in 
1885  as  its  first  Maj-or,  serving  two  terms.  He 
was  a  Police  Judge  likewise  two  terms,  and  is 
serving  his  second  term  as  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
Morganville  from  the  time  of  his  coming  here  was 
a  mere  hamlet  and  he  has  watched  the  building  up 
of  his  adopted  town  with  an  interest  only  felt  by  an 
intelligent  and  public-spirited  citizen.  He  occu- 
pies a  higli  standing  in  the  community,  and  socially, 
belongs  to  the  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  lodge  No.  218,  of 
New  Salem,  111. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was 
Isaac  Conkright,  a  native  of  North  Carolina,  where 
he  was  married,  and  whence  he  removed  to  Ken- 
tucky when  a  young  man.  In  due  time  he  left  the 
Blue  Grass  regions  and  established  himself  in  Pike 
County,  111.,  where  he  spent  his  last  days.  While 
a  resident  of  Neosha  County,  Mr.  Conkright  served 
t-.vo  terms  as  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  also  while 
living  in  Pike  County,  111.  served  one  term,  and 
two  terms  in  this.  Clay  County  and  Nov.  5.  1889 
was  elected  Township  Trustee. 


P 


ALVIN  B.  PRII'NER.     Among  the  worthy 
..  citizens    of     Wild    Cat     Township,    Riley 

^^'  County,  Mr.  Pritner  occupies  no  secondary 
position.  He  is  one  of  its  most  successful  and 
prominent  farmers — a  man  pleasant  and  affable  in 
his  demeanor,  and  one  who  by  his  industry  and 
perseverance  has  accumulated  a  competence.  He 
has  a  well-developed  farm  embellished  with  a  stone 
residence,  substantial  outbuildings  and  the  other 
appliances  of  the  ideal  country  home. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  youngest  child 
of  his  parents,  whose  family  consisted  of  seven 
children,  three  of  whom  are  living.  He  was  born 
in  Pennsylvania,  July  30.  1849.  His  father.  Dr. 
John  T.  Pritner,  likewise  a  native  of  the  Keystone 
.State,  was  a  practicing  pliysician  and  a  graduate  of 
Jefferson  College,  Philadelphia.  The  latter  mar- 
ried in  early  manhood  Miss  Lucinda  Reynolds,  a 
native  of  liis  own  State  and  they  lived  there  until 
the  death  of  the    mollier,    in    1,S,V.).     Tiirec   years 


later  the  family  came  to  Kansas,  the  father  taking  up 
his  abode  with  his  son,  Leslie  R.,  who  came  to  the 
Territory  in  1858.  The  father  purchased  the  land 
which  Calvin  B.  now  occupies,  in  1864,  putting  up 
a  house  in  which  he  and  Calvin  kept  bachelor's 
hall  for  six  years.  Dr.  Pritner  departed  this  life 
in  1884. 

Young  Pritner  spent  his  boyhood  and  youth 
after  the  manner  of  hoys  in  a  country  town,  .at- 
tending the  common  school,  and  was  thirteen  j-ears 
of  age  when  his  father  emigrated  to  Kansas.  He 
chose  farming  for  his  vocation  and  learned  the  art 
thoroughly  as  prosecuted  on  the  frontier  at  a  time 
when  their  neighbors   were    few    and  far  between. 

When  a  young  man  twenty-four  j^ears  old  he  was 
married,  Oct.  20,  1873,  to  Miss  Julia,  daughter  of 
Jeptha  and  Margaret  Ayars,  of  AVild  Cat  Town- 
ship. Mrs.  Pritner  was  born  July  4,  1856  in 
Grant  County,  Wis.  Of  her  union  with  our  sub- 
ject there  were  born  four  children,  three  of  whom 
are  living,  viz:  Camdon  B.,  Mary  L.  and  Milton; 
Josie  died  in  infancy. 

The  Pritner  homestead  comprises  380  acres  of 
well-improved  land,  125  of  which  are  under  the 
plow.  The  present  proprietor  has  expended  $1,000 
upon  the  dwelling  alone.  There  are  150  fruit 
trees  upon  the  place,  thirty  grape  vines,  seventy 
head  of  cattle,  seventy-five  head  of  swine  and 
eleven  head  of  horses.  Mr.  Pritner  is  consider- 
ably interested  in  politics  and  votes  the  Democratic 
ticket.  His  father.  Dr.  Pritner,  was  prominent  in 
tlie  early  settlement  of  Clarion,  Pa.  and  was  also 
no  unimportant  factor  in  the  growth  and  develop- 
ment of  Northern  Kansas. 

->, .^.^ ^ 


\f/()lIN  PIPHER  was  born  in  Chester  County, 
I  Pa.,  Aug.  26,  1811.  His  father,  John  Pipher, 
was  probably  born  in  the  same  county,  as  he 
'  was  there  I'eared  and  married.  He  learned 
the  trade  of  a  blacksmith,  which  he  followed  for 
some  time.  Removing  to  Cumberland  County,  he 
rented  a  farm  which  he  operated  two  or  three  years. 
He  than  removed  to  Harrisburg,  at  that  time  a 
place  of  about  8,000  miiabitants,  and  was  there  em- 
ployed at   various    kinds    of  work  until  his  death, 
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which  occurred  about  the  j'ear  183L  The  wife  of 
John  Pipiier,  Sr.,  was  in  her  maidenhood  Miss 
Mary  Lud  wig,  and  was  also  a  native  of  the  Key- 
stone State.  She  died  in  Harrislnirg  about  the 
year  1844.  Slie  had  borne  nine  children,  seven 
of  whom  lived  to  maturity. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  was  the  seventh 
child  in  the  parental  farail}'.  He  was  a  lad  of 
about  eleven  years  when  his  father  died,  and  he 
had  to  commence  work  as  soon  as  he  was  large 
enough.  He  first  found  employment  at  stripping 
tobaccj,  earning  sixty-two  and  a  half  cents  per 
week,  and  boarding  himself.  When  thirteen  years 
old,  he  commenced  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  tobacco- 
nist, serving  three  and  a  half  years'  apprenticeship. 
He  continued  to  work  at  that  trade  in  Philadel- 
phia and  Harrisburg  until  his  marriage.  He 
then  went  to  Pittsburg,  where  he  followed  the 
same  occupation  for  three  3'ears,  thence  moving  to 
New  Lisbon,  Ohio,  where  he  carried  on  the  business 
seven  years.  He  next  located  in  Cincinnati,  where 
he  remained  until  1855.  The  business  did  not  agree 
with  his  health  and  he  resolved  to  come  West  and 
seek  a  home.  He  organized  a  company  of  150,  of 
which  he  was  made  President. 

While  the.v  were  makmg  arrangements  for  their 
journey  West,  Mr.  Pipher  was  invited  by  J.  J.  Davis 
to  join  him  and  others  in  formation  of  the  Cin- 
cinnati and  Kansas  Land  Company.  The  plan  was 
for  each  member  to  pay  $1,000  and  come  to  Kan- 
sas and  start  a  town  to  be  named  Manhattan.  On 
the  26th  of  April,  1855,  the  company  started  with 
a  steamer  and  traveled  via  the  Ohio,  Missouri 
and  Mississippi  rivers  to  the  mouth  of  the  Kansas 
River.  The  water  in  that  stream  was  so  low  that 
the  steamer  could  not  proceed,  and  Mr.  Pipher  and 
two  companions  started  with  two  horses  and  car- 
riage overland  for  Ft.  Riley.  They  spent  the  night 
on  the  open  prairie,  a  severe  thunder  shower  adding 
to  the  discomfort  of  their  situation.  On  arriving 
at  the  present  site  of  Junction  City,  the  party  halted 
and  there  staked  out  a  large  town  and  commenced 
the  survey. 

In  the  meantime  the  water  had  risen  in  the  Kan- 
sas River,  and  the  steamer  had  proceeded  upstream 
as  far  as  the  site  of  what  is  now  known  as  Manhat- 
tan, where  a  town  called  Boston   had  been  started. 


As  the  steamer  could  get  no  farther,  some  of  the 
people  went  overland  to  where  INIr.  Pipher  and  his 
comrades  were  at  work  laying  out  a  town.  They 
did  not  like  to  settle  so  far  away  from  an  avenue 
of  communication  with  their  friends  in  the  East, 
and  so  they  all  returned  to  Boston.  The  proprie- 
tors of  that  place  offered  the  Kansas  Land  Com- 
pany one-half  of  the  town-site  if  they  would  stop 
there,  and  also  agreed  to  adopt  the  name  of  the 
newly  arrived  company.  The  Kansas  Land  Com- 
pany thus  settled  here,  and  from  that  time  until 
the  present.  Judge  Pipher  has  been  a  resident  of 
Manhattan  and  identified  with  its  best  interests. 

When  the  town  was  organized  in  1855,  Mr. 
Pipher  was  elected  Mayor,  and  when  the  post-olHce 
was  established  he  became  the  first  Postmaster.  At 
that  time  the  mail  route  was  from  Leavenworth  to 
Ft.  Riley,  passing  four  miles  from  here,  and  Mr. 
Pipher  used  to  go  out  and  intercept  the  tri-weekly 
mail-carrier.  In  1856,  the  route  was  changed  so  as 
to  pass  through  Manhattan.  Mr.  Pipher  was  chosen 
Justice  of  the  Peace  bj'  Gov.  Reeder  in  1855. 

In  1857,  there  was  an  election  to  permanently 
locate  the  county  seat  of  Riley  County.  At  Ogden 
a  large  vote  was  cast,  and  the  returns  showed  a 
majorit}'  in  favor  of  that  place.  The  Manhattan 
people  were  sure  that  there  were  many  fraudulent 
votes  cast  for  Ogden,  and  searched  for  evidence 
which  they  presented  to  acting  Governor  Welch. 
He  would  do  nothing  in  the  matter,  and  Judge 
Pipher,  in  his  capacity  as  Justice  of  the  Peace,  con- 
vened court  and  summoned  people  from  Ogden. 
sending  the  sheriff  for  one  of  the  judges  of  elec- 
tion who  failed  to  appear.  Fifty  or  more  illegal 
votes  were  proved  to  have  been  cast  at  Ogden,  and 
the  matter  being  placed  before  the  Legislature, 
Manhattan  was  declared  the  county  seat. 

Judge  Pipher  was  agent  for  the  Kansas  Land 
Company  about  a  year  after  locating  here.  In  Sep- 
tember. 1855,  he  returned  East  on  business  con- 
nected with  the  company.  This  was  during  the 
heat  of  the  Free  State  and  Pro-slavei-y  troubles  and 
on  the  boat  were  many  Pro-slavery  men.  One  of 
these  was  very  pronounced  in  his  denunciation  of 
Free  State  men.  He  engaged  our  subject  in  con- 
'  versation  one  night,  and  the  next  day  tried  to  do 
1   the  same.  After  he  had  left  the  boat.  Judge  Pipher 
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was  informed  by  a  Kentuckian,  that  the  mau  had 
plotted  with  others  to  engage  him  in  a  controversy 
and  take  his  life.  The  .Judge  was  an  ardent  Free 
State  man  and  always  stood  by  his  colors.  He  was 
one  of  the  judges  of  election  at  the  time  the  Leeomp- 
ton  Constitution  was  adopted  and  cast  his  vote  for 
the  Wyandotte  Constitution. 

In  1856.  Mr.  Pipiier  was  placed  in  charge  of  a 
a  store  here^  while  the  proprietor  was  away.  Li- 
quors were  sold  in  the  establishment,  and  being  a 
strong  temperance  man,  Mr.  Pipher  objected.  He 
soon  engaged  in  business  for  himself  and  continued 
it  for  upwards  of  twenty  years. 

.Judge  Pipher  joined  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  his  youth  and  has  ever  been  a  devoted 
member.  When  on  his  way  to  Kansas  he  organized 
a  Class  of  twenty-two  members  on  the  boat,  and 
from  that  Class  has  grown  the  present  church  of 
Manhattan.  He  has  been  an  earnest  worker,  both 
in  the  church  and  Sunday-school.  In  1 872,  he  was 
elected  as  alternate  to  the  General  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Conference  at  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  and  in  1876, 
as  delegate  to  the  General  Conference  at  Baltimore, 
Md.  He  was  delegate  to  the  Kansas  Conference 
in  1872,1876,  1880,  1884  and  1888.  He  has  been 
Trustee,  Steward  and  Class-Leader  sixty  years.  He 
joined  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  in  Philadelphia  before  he  was 
twenty-one,  and  affiliated  witli  that  order  until 
February,  1888,  when  he  withdrew. 

Judge  Pipher  has  been  twice  married.  His  first 
matrimonial  alliance  was  contracted  in  1832. 
the  bride  being  Eliza  Crall,  a  native  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  the  ceremony  being  performed  in  Har- 
risburg.  Mrs.  Eliza  Pipher  died  in  1852.  She  had 
borne  her  husband  four  children:  William  A  and 
Mary  A.  died  in  their  infancy;  John  W.,and  vSallie 
now  the  wife  of  G.  W.  Brown;  both  reside  in  Man- 
hattan. The  second  marriage  of  Mr.  Pipher  took 
place  in  1853,  the  bride  being  Mrs.  Nancy  (Davis) 
Straub. 

Judge  Pipher  is  a  Republican  in  politics.  As 
will  be  seen  from  the  above  sketch,  he  has  been  for 
many  years  a  prominent  figure  in  the  history  of 
Manhattan,  and  one  who  has  been  very  useful  in 
advancing  tlie  welfare  of  this  city.  He  has  not 
only  been  connected  with  affairs  in  their  political 
aspect,  but  has  labored    faitlifuUy  for  the  advance- 


ment of  morality  and  rehgion.  In  his  beautiful 
home  he  can  spend  his  declining  years  in  the  pleas- 
ing pleasing  consciousness  that  his  days  have  been 
well-spent,  and  that  the  world  has  been  benefited  b}- 
his  life  .ind  example.  He  was  elected  Probate  Judge 
three  terms  and  Police  Judge  three  times,  since 
coming  to  Manhattan. 


ylLLIAM     M. 
Hayes,  of  wh 


HAYES.  The  family  of 
hich  this  gentleman  is  a  direct 
descendant,  came  to  America  on  the  "May- 
flower," in  1620.  They  were  from  England,  and 
their  descendants  have  been  associated  with  the 
history  of  New  England  from  the  days  of  the  Pil- 
grims. The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  Ben- 
jamin Hayes,  son  of  a  man  who  lived  an<i  died  in 
New  Hampshire.  He  was  himself  engaged  in  the 
Revolutionary  Arm\'.  He  led  a  varied  life,  fol- 
lowing the  occupations  of  farmer,  merchant  and 
school-teacher.  For  some  time  he  sold  goods  over 
the  country  in  the  New  England  style.  After 
having  lived  many  years  at  Dover,  N.H.,  he  re- 
moved to  Maine,  where  a  son  had  previously  gone. 
In  Penobscot  County  he  spent  the  remainder  of 
his  life,  dying  when  eighty-eight  years  of  age. 
In  politics  he  was  a  Whig.  During  his  later  years 
he  was  a  believer  in  the  Universalist  doctrine.  He 
liad  married  in  New  Hampshire  Miss  Elizabeth 
Hurd.  She  was  born  and  reared  in  Dover.  She 
acsompanied  her  husband  to  Maine,  and  died  in 
Penobscot  County  when  seventy- seven  years  of 
age.  She  was  not  a  member  of  any  church.  They 
had  a  family  of  twelve  children.  James,  the  fa- 
ther of  our  subject,  was  the  youngest  but  two. 

James  Hayes  was  born  in  Dover,  N.  H.,  Aug. 
12,  179'J.  There  he  lived  until  nearly  of  age. 
He  learned  the  trade  of  a  cabinet-maker  under  Mr. 
Wamly  and  Mr.  Neil.  When  about  twenty-one  he 
left  his  native  place  and  located  in  Penobscot 
County,  Me.,  where  be  opened  up  a  farm.  There 
he  lived  for  some  years,  caring  for  his  parents  from 
their  arrival  there  untd  their  death.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  Boston.  Jlass.,  to  Pha'be  Nutting.  She 
was  Ijorn  in   Maine,  and  removed  with  her  parents 
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to  Boston.  After  her  marriage  they  returned  with 
lier  to  the  Pine  Tree  State.  Tliey  settled  on  a 
farm  in  Somerset  County,  where  they  remained 
until  their  death  at  an  advanced  age.  Mr.  Aaron 
Nutting  for  some  years  followed  a  seafaring  life. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  were  Baptists.  Mrs.  Nutting 
bore  the  maiden  name  of  Ciiamberlain. 

After  James  Hayes  and  wife  were  n^arried  they 
lived  in  Boston  for  some  years,  Mr.  Hayes  being 
engaged  in  contracting,  etc.  They  then  returned 
to  Maine,  where  he  followed  farming  and  house 
carpentering.  In  1843  they  removed  to  Boone 
County,  111.,  settling  on  a  claim  that  had  been  but 
partially  broken.  Some  time  later  they  sold  and 
with  their  family  removed  to  Missouri.  They 
settled  in  Adair  County,  and  there  remained  aliout 
five  years.  They  then,  in  1870,  came  to  Kansas, 
and  located  in  Cloud  County.  There,  in  Shirley 
Township,  the  father,  two  sons  and  a  daughter, 
each  took  a  homestead.  In  1874  the  father  sold 
out  and  purchased  160  acres  on  section  18,  Clifton 
Township, Washington  County.  Here  he  improved 
a  new  place  and  has  since  made  this  his  home.  He  is 
now  retired  from  business  life.  He  has  reached  the 
unusual  age  of  ninety-one  years  and  is  still  quite 
vigorous.  His  mental  powers  are  especially  bright, 
and  he  has  an  excellent  memory.  He  is  a  ripe 
scholar  and  a  most  entertaining  companion.  Dur. 
ing  his  long  life  he  has  served  in  local  offices  of  his 
township.  He  is  as  stanch  a  Republican  as  he  was 
an  Abolitionist  while  there  was  need  of  that  party. 
He  belongs  to  the  First-d.ny  Advent  Church.  His 
wife,  Mrs.  Phoebe  Nutting,  died  at  her  home  in 
Clifton  Township,  Nov.  5,  1874.  She  was  then 
seventy-six  years  of  age.  She  was  a  member  of 
the  Free-will  Baptist  Church.  She  was  a  loving 
wife  and  a  devoted  mother  to  the  twelve  children 
whom  she  had  borne. 

Seven  of  the  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
James  Hayes  have  been  taken  from  them  by  death. 
They  were,  Samuel,  Elizabeth,  Aaron,  Arvilla, 
James  H.,  Charles  F.  and  an  infant.  Samuel  and 
Elizabeth  were  married.  Of  the  living  children 
we  note  the  following:  Alonzo  is  engaged  in  mer- 
cantile pursuits  in  Belvidcre,  111.;  he  married  Miss 
Mina  Bisby.  Malissa  is  the  wife  of  Elam  Pease. 
Postmaster  in  Clayton.  Norton  County ;    Alvira  is 


the  widow  of  Peter  McGraw  and  lives  in  Norton 
County,  William  M.  is  now  operating  his  father's 
homestead  in  Clifton  Township. 

The  last  named  gentleman  is  the  subject  of  this 
biography.  He  was  one  of  the  sons,  who,  on  com- 
ing to  Kansas,  took  a  homestead  in  Cloud  County. 
He  has  been  twice  married.  His  first  wife  in  her 
maidenhood  was  Miss  Martha  E.  Robinson;  she 
died  in  Boone  County.  III.  She  left  one  son,  Will- 
iam H.  The  second  wife  of  our  subject  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Eliza  Hainline.  She  was  born  and 
reared  in  Missouri.  Her  union  with  our  subject 
has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  the  following 
sons  and  daughters,  viz.:  James  L.,  Joseph,  Syl- 
vester E.  (deceased),  Ida  M.,  George  (deceased), 
Estella  and  Emma. 

Mr.  Hayes  is  a  believer  in  and  a  supporter  of 
the  principles  of  the  Republican  party.  His  wife 
is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  Both  are 
highly  respected  members  of  the  community  in 
which  they  have  made  their  home. 


•^H-S- 


J'Sfj  AMES"  W.  MOODY,  M.D.  The  profession 
I  of  medicine  is  one  of  the  most  noble  of  the 
ll  walks  of  life,  those  who  minister  to  a  mind 
,^J  diseased  and  to  a  sin-sick  soul,  only  doing 
better  work  for  humanity  than  that  which  is  accom- 
plished by  him  whose  energies  are  devoted  to  pre- 
serving life  and  easing  suflfering.  Indeed  the  place 
held  by  an  honored  medical  practioner  frequently 
somewhat  encroaches  upon  that  of  a  minister  of  the 
Gospel,  in  the  realms  of  consolation  and  comfort. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a  man  who  has  made  a 
life  study  of  his  profes.sion,  understanding  his  du- 
ties thorouglily  and  endeavoring  to  keep  abre.ast  of 
the  later  discoveries  in  Therapeutics  and  Surgery. 
Dr.  Moody  is,  on  his  father's  side,  of  German  and 
French  lineage,  the  Moodys  being  from  the  former 
nation.  The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  Peter 
Moody,  who  with  his  f.ather  came  to  America,  set- 
tling in  Virginia,  where  the  elder  Moody  operated 
a  farm  until  his  death.  During  the  Revolutionary 
War  he  participated  in  the  conflict  as  a  member  of 
the  Colonial  Army.  Peter  Moody  learned  the  trade 
of  a  shoemaker    in  the    old  Dominion,   whence  he 
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subsequently  removed  to  Washington  County,  Pa., 
wlieie  lie  engaged  in  both  farming  and  shoemaking. 
He  owned  a  large  farm  on  which  he  lived  till  his 
deathwhich  took  place  when  he  was  one  hundred  and 
five  years  old.  and  which  was  caused  by  dropsy. 
His  wife  was  a  native  of  France.  To  them  was 
born  a  son  who  also  bore  the  name  of  Peter  and 
whose  birth  took  place  in  Washington  County,  Pa. 

Peter  Moody,  Jr.,  remained  in  his  native  State 
till  twenty -six  years  old,  at  wliieh  time  ho  removed 
to  Cincinnati,  Oliio,  and  there  resumed  his  occupa- 
tion of  farming.  In  1840,  he  went  to  DeKalb 
County,  Ind.,  and  purchased  eighty  acres  of  raw 
land,  paying  11.25  per  acre  for  the  same.  He  im- 
proved the  estate  and  farmed  it  for  twenty-four 
years,  then  selling,  he  removed  to  Noble  County, 
where  he  died  Feb.  28,  1887,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
six  years,  three  months  and  nine  days. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  in  her  maiden- 
hood Miss  Nancy  White  and  a  daughter  of  James 
White,  a  Protestant  Irishman  and  a  teacher  by  pro- 
fession. Prof.  White,  emigrating  from  the  Emer- 
ald Isle  to  America,  Brst  engaged  in  the  duties  of 
his  profession  in  Covington,  Ky.,and  later  removed 
to  Cincinnati,  where  he  resided  till  his  death. 
His  daughter,  Nancy,  was  named  after  the 
wife  of  William  II.  Harrison,  and  being  left  an 
orphan  when  a  child,  was  reared  in  the  home  of 
Gen.  Harrison  at  Cincinnati,  and  educated  by  him, 
being  a  member  of  his  family  until  her  marriage. 
She  is  now  living  in  Butler  County,  Ind.,  having 
reached  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-two  years.  She 
is  a  worthy  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Cliurch. 

To  Mr.  and  Mr.s.  Peter  Moody,  nine  children 
were  born:  Peter,  Mar3'  I.,  Mrs.  Smith,  and 
Samuel  are  now  living  in  Indiana;  Margaret,  now 
Mrs.  Costelo,  lives  in  Michigan;  Daniel  in  Butler 
County,  Ind.;  Anna,  now  Mrs.  Hinkly,  and  Eva, 
in  the  Hoosier  State,  Noble  County;  William  lives 
in  Bntler  County,  the  same  State. 

.lames  W.  Moody  is  the  sixth  in  the  famil}-  above 
named,  and  was  born  near  Mt.  Gilead,  Morrow  Co., 
Ohio,  Sept.  18,  1837.  lie  was  a  child  three  years 
of  age  when  taken  liy  his  parents  to  Indiana,  the 
journey  being  made  l>y  team,  and  the  family  camp- 
ing out    en  route.      Ili>    father's   was  the   lirst   log- 


cabin  raised  in  DeKalb  County,  Ind.,  and  was 
within  two  miles  of  the  Indian  reservation,  it  being 
seven  miles  to  the  nearest  neighbor's.  The  chief 
of  the  neighboring  Indian  tribe  was  Chocapee.  He 
was  a  magnificent  specimen  of  physical  manhood, 
being  seven  feet  four  inches  in  height,  straight  and 
vigorous.  He  used  to  visit  the  home  of  our  sub- 
ject, who  has  sat  in  the  chief's  lap  many  a  time. 
Mr.  Moody  grew  up  on  the  frontier  and  early 

j  made  himself  useful  on  the  farm,  also  hunting  deer 
and  wolves.  His  early  education  was  principally 
obtained  by  the  home  fireside,  his  first  attendance 
at  school  being  when,  ten  years  old,  he  followed  a 
trail  through  the  woods  three  miles  to  the  old-fash- 
ioned log  school  house.  He  remained  at  home  until 
sixteen  years  old,  and  then  began  working  out  at 
different  pursuits,  among  them,  carpentering,  run- 

j    ninga  gang  of  railroad  men,  and  finally  in  loading 

I  and  stripping  lumber.  He  was  engaged  at  the  lat- 
ter employment  when  taken  ill  in  July,  1883 ;  his 
illness  lasted  till  the  following  year.  He  then  en- 
tered Auburn  Univei-sity,  continuing  in  attendance 
there  until  his  graduation  in  the  spring  of  1859.  lie 
then  engaged  in  teaching  for  a  few  months,  when 

i  he  began  the  study  of  medicine  with  Dr.  Mercer, 
under  whom  he  read  for  three    years.     He  entered 

■  the  medical  department  of  the  Ann  Arbor,  (Mich.) 
University    for  the  seasons  of  1863  and  1864. 

In  the  spring  of  1864,  Dr.  Mood}'  enlisted  in  the 
182d  Ohio  Infantry  as  surgeon,  and  being  mustered 
in  at  Toledo,  was  at  once  sent  South.  He  was 
present  at  the  battles  of  Franklin  and  Nashville, 
and  dressed  the  wounds  of  the  first  three  men  of 
his  regiment  who  were  injured.  Being  taken  sick 
after  the  battle  ,of  Nashville,  he  was  sent  to  the 
hospital  at    Washington,  where  he    remained  from 

1  March  until  Maj',  when  he  went  to  Philadelphia,  at 
which  place  he  was  mustered   out  and    honorably 

[    discharged  in  July  1865.  Dr.  Moody  was  in  Wash- 

I  ington  at  the  time  of  the  second  inauguration  and 
the  assassination  of  the  martyred  Lincoln,  also  at 
the  time  of  the  Grand  Review. 

After  the  war  Dr.  Moody  engaged  in  the  practice 

I    of  his  [irofession  in   Locke,   F^lkhart  Count}',  Ind., 

I  remaining  there  till  1869,  when  he  attended  the  In- 
diana Medical  College  at  Indianapolis.  Being 
graduated    from  this  institution  in    the  spring  of 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


655 


LS70.  lie  resumed  his  practice  in  Locke,  remaining 
till  1872,  when  he  went  to  Bremen,  Marshall 
County,  giving  the  citizens  of  that  place  the  benefit 
of  his  professional  services  till  the  fall  of  1878. 

P'eeling  that  there  was  still  much  to  learn  in  the 
realms  of  medical  science,  and  that  his  practical  ex- 
perience had  fitted  him  for  a  more  thorough  under- 
standing of  that  which  is  taught  in  schools,  he  took 
a  course  of  lectures  at  Butler  University,  in  Indian- 
apolis, and  was  graduated  there  in  the  spring  of 
1879,  having  the  honors  of  his  class  in  that  institu- 
tion, as  he  previously  had  at  the  Indiana  Medical 
College.  He  continued  his  professional  work  in 
Indiana  until  September  1884,  when  he  removed  to 
Antigo,  Wis.,  and  opened  an  ofliee  there.  During 
his  first  year  his  practice  amounted  to  $2,500,  his 
arduous  labors  necessitating  a  rest  on  his  part. 

In  the  spring  of  1886,  Dr.  Moody  came  to  Marys- 
ville,  Kan  .  and  thence  to  Fairburj',  where  he  prac- 
ticed until  the  fall  of  1887,  opening  an  oflflce  in 
Randolph,  Riley  County,  on  Sept.  20.  Since  tak- 
ing up  his  abode  here  he  has  been  very  successful 
in  building  up  a  large  practice  in  and  about  the 
city.  His  office  is  situated  on  Main  street,  and  he 
owns  a  residence  and  lots,  with  a  barn,  in  a  pleasant 
part  of  the  town. 

The  marriage  of  Dr.  Moody  was  celebrated  in 
tiie  Hoosier  State  in  January,  1867.  The  bride, 
Miss  Lovina  N.  Julian,  who  was  born  in  Michigan, 
was  at  the  time  of  their  marriage  engaged  in  teach- 
ing, and  is  a  lady  of  high  mental  attainments  and 
womanly  virtues.  Their  union  has  been  blessed 
by  the  birth  of  three  children:  Mildred  I..  Chester 
L.,  and  Gladys  M.  The  parents  were  called  upon 
to  part  with  their  first-born,  who  passed  from  earth 
in  this  place,  iier  father's  professional  skill  and  the  1 
hiving  care  of  both  parents,  not  being  able  to  keep 
her  from  death's  embrace.  Her  failing  health  had 
lieenthe  prime  motive  in  the  removal  of  the  family 
to  this  State,  but  the  change  of  climate  proved  un- 
availing. The  surviving  children  of  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Moody  are  still  at  home. 

Dr.  Moody    is  not    only    thoroughly  versed   in 
medical  and  surgical  science,  but  is  also  possessed  of 
legal  knowledge  fitting  him  for  practice  as  attorney- 
at-law.  which  he  followed  in  Bremen.  Ind..  for  three   j 
years.   He  is  a  member  of  Farmer's  Lodge  No.  IGli,    | 


A.  F.  &  A,  M..  of  Randolph,  has  been  Worshipful 
Master,  and  has  also  taken  one  degree  in  the  Chap- 
ter. He  belongs  to  the  G.  A.  R.,  and  is  a  surgeon 
for  the  post  at  this  place.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Indiana  State  Medical  Society.  In  politics  he  is  a 
stanch  Republican,  and  in  the  Hoosier  State  served 
as  delegate  to  the  State  Convention  four  times.  He 
belongs  to  the  Presbyterian  Church  at  Fairbury. 
Dr.  Moody  is  a  jovial  gentleman,  an  easy  and  en- 
tertaining conversationalist,  and  his  social  manners 
combined  with  his  education,  professional  ability 
and  fine  character,  make  him  a  very  popular  mem- 
ber of  the  community. 


'i^^- — 


ETER  J.  STAFFORD.  Upon  the  opposite 
page  of  this  volume  appears  a  portrait  of 
this  gentleman,  who  is  one  of  the  prominent 
business  men  of  Leonard  ville, Riley  County, 
being  engaged  in  the  hardware  business.  Although 
he  has  been  a  resident  of  this  town  only  a  few 
years,  he  has  established  himself  in  the  esteem  of 
his  fellow-citizens  as  a  man  of  strict  business  integ- 
rity and  upright  dealings  in    all  the  paths  of   life. 

Our  subject  is  now  in  the  \)v\vae  of  life,  having 
been  born  in  Warwickshire,  England,  Sept.  6,  1847, 
to  Robert  S.  and  Elizabeth  (Smith)  Stafford,  both 
of  whom  were  likewise  natives  of  that  kingdom  on 
whose  dominions  the  sun  never  sets.  The  family  em- 
igrated to  America  in  1856,  and  settled  in  Washing- 
ton Co.,  N.  v.,  whence  they  removed  in  1881  to 
Dakota  Co.,  Minn.  In  1869  another  removal  was 
made,  this  time  to  Johnson  Co.,  Mo.,  and  from 
there  in  1871  to  DeKalb  County,  the  same  State. 
Since  1878  they  have  resided  in  Jefferson,  Xeb. 

In  early  youth  the  father  of  our  subject  became 
connected  with  the  Congregational  Church  and 
commenced  his  noble  work  as  a  minister  of  that 
communion  when  only  twenty-two  years  of  age. 
His  resolution  to  devote  himself  to  the  preaching  of 
God's  Word  being  once  taken,  nothing  could  induce 
him  to  swerve  from  his  course,  and  he  has  contin- 
ued in  his  sacred  calling  from  that  time  to  the  pres- 
ent, and  only  the  future  life  can  reveal  the  good 
accomplished.  He  is  a  highly  educated  man,  and 
keeps    fully  up  to    the   times  in    every  respect,   al- 
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though  six  years  past  the  allotted  span  of  threescore 
and  ten.  Mr.  Stafford  traces  liis  family'  back  to 
the  Stafford  family  of  liistorie  fame  of  England. 
The  mother  of  Mr.  Stafford,  Elizabeth  Smith,  was 
born  in  1815.  and  is  still  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  fair 
degree  of  health  and  vigor.  Tliis  excellent  couple 
liave  had  six  children  born  to  tiiem,  named  respec- 
tively. William,  John,  PMward,  Peter  J.,  Emma 
and  Anna. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  was  reared  in  Minne- 
sota and  Missouri,  and  received  a  common  school 
education,  which  was  not  much  to  boast  of,  as  the 
schools,  especially  in  the  latter  State,  were  not 
very  good,  but  young  Peter  had  the  benefit  of  his 
father's  knowledge  and  profited  by  it  in  more  ways 
tiian  one.  Books  were  scarce  and  expensive  in 
those  daj-s,  and  a  minister's  library  was  not  apt  to 
contain  any  light  reading,  but  the  works  that  were 
to  be  found  in  such  a  collection  could  be  depended 
upon  for  solid  instruction.  Since  leaving  the 
parental  roof  Mr.  Stafford  has  continued  the  liabit 
of  reading  as  many  works  of  value  as  lie  can  con- 
sistently with  his  other  duties.  Indeed,  it  is  neces- 
saiy  in  this  enlightened  period  to  keep  "  booked 
up,"  and  our  subject  is  in  nowise  behind  the  age  in 
tliis  respect. 

The  early  years  of  Mr.  Stafford  were  passed 
where  the  same  i)eriod  of  time  in  the  lives  of  so 
many  of  our  greatest  and  most  successful  men 
has  been  spent  —  on  a  farm — and  he  there  learned 
much  of  the  "various  language  which  Dame  Nat- 
ure is  said  to  speak  to  liim  who.  loving  her,  holds 
communion  with  her  visible  forms."  His  fine  con- 
stitution, which  has  enabled  him  to  successfully 
withstand  the  strain  inseparable  from  a  business 
career  in  this  aggressive  age  of  "  rapid  transit,"  is. 
no  doubt,  owing  to  the  wholesome  life  of  tlie  farm 
which  he  led  during  tlie  early  period  of  his  youth. 
Upon  leaving  the  farm  he  engaged  as  a  clerk  at 
Stewartsville,  Missouri,  but  after  remaining  there 
several  years  went  in  1885  to  Leonardville,  Kansas, 
where  he  embarked  in  the  hardware  and  implement 
business.  This  venture  has  proved  very  successful, 
and  the  firm  is  now  Stafford  it  Lee.  In  addition 
to  their  place  of  business  at  Leonardville,  they 
also  carry  on  a  similar  store  at  Riley,  in  Riley 
County,  and  in  both   places  are  doing  a  lucrative 


trade.  Mr.  Stafford  is  a  self-made  man,  as  he  had 
no  capital  but  his  brain  and  good  constitution 
to  start  with,  but  he  is  a  well-made  man  and  not 
offensively  proud  of  his  "maker"  as  are  some  who 
enjoy  the  distinction  of  being  '-self-made."  He  is 
an  excellent  business  man,  a  thorough  gentleman 
and  a  first-class  citizen  in  tliis  country  where  first- 
class  cit'zens  are  not  rare.  He  belongs  to  the  A.  F. 
and  A.  M.  Lodge  No.  235,  at  Leonardville,  and 
in  his  political  affinities  is  with  the  Republican 
party. 

March  16, 1871,  witnessed  the  nuptials  of  Mr.Staf- 
ford  and  Miss  Julia  A.  Lee  of  Marysville,  Missouri. 
Mrs.  Stafford  is  a  sweet,  gentle  Christian  woman 
and  a  worthy  companion  for  her  husband.  Their 
married  life  has  been  an  ideal  one  and  a  lirilliant 
example  of  the  Divine  wisdom  of  setting  the  -'peo- 
ple of  the  earth  in  families."  They  have  been  mu- 
tually helpful  in  all  respects  and  liave  shared  their 
joys  and  sorrows  and  found  consolation  for  grief 
at  the  same  footstool  of  Infinite  Love.  Mrs.  Staf- 
ford was  born  in  Steubenville,  Ohio,  Feb.  6,  1853, 
and  is  a  daughter  of  Rev.  William  D.  and  Nancy 
(Beatty)  Lee,  both  natives  of  Ohio.  Peter  J.  Staf- 
ford and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of  seven  children, 
whose  names  are,  Maj',  Robert  L.,  Edith,  Mary  E., 
Rosco,  John  and  Dora.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stafford  are 
active  and  efficient  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal  Church  at  Leonardville,  and  stand  high  in 
the  esteem  of  all  with  whom  they  come  in  contact. 
The  poor  have  reason  to  remember  their  benevo- 
lence, and  the  penitent  wrong-doer  finds  in  their 
Christian  charity  a  mantle  to  cover  his  former  mis- 
conduct, and  their  faith  and  trust  in  his  sincerity 
encourage  him  to  press  forward  in  the  oftimes 
rugged  path  of  righteousness. 


JOHN  T.  FOX,  Postmaster  at  Linn.  Washing- 
ton County,  and  member  of  the  firm  of 
Jones  &  Fox,  coal  dealers,  has  experienced  a 
large  share  of  the  hardships  of  life.  By  dint 
of  hard  work  he  has  at  length  succeeded  in  reaching 
comfortable  circumstances,  and  his  sterling  qualities 
of  character  have  won  him  respect  and  a  position 
of  some   prominence  in   the   community.     He  was 
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boin  in  Stark  County,  Ohio,  Dec.  27,  1839,  and 
was  left  motherless  at  an  early  age.  He  was  thrown 
uijon  his  own  resources  when  quite  young,  and 
worked  at  from  $6  to  88  per  month.  Being  desir- 
ous of  obtaining  a  thorough  education  he  husbanded 
his  means  for  that  purpose,  and  had  just  started  in 
High  School  with  a  brighter  future  opening  before 
him,  when  the  war  broke  out.  He  was  of  a  patri- 
otic mind,  believing  in  the  free  and  equal  rights  of 
all  mankind,  and  the  early  teaching  of  his  mother 
had  led  him  to  indorse  the  principles  of  the  Re- 
publican party  and  the  rights  of  even  tlie  colored 
man,  to  liberty  and  freedom.  When  Ft.  Sumter 
was  tired  upon,  his  blood  boiled  with  indignation 
and  patriotism,  and  in  May  he  engaged  from  Ohio 
for  special  service  in  defense  of  the  I'nion. 

On  the  1st  day  of  June,  1861,  he  was  mustered 
into  service  as  a  member  of  Company  G.,  25th 
Regiment  Illinois  Infantry.  He  participated  in 
many  of  the  most  bloody  conflicts  of  the  war,  as 
well  as  in  minor  skirmishes  and  hard  marches.  The 
siege  of  Corinth,  the  battles  of  Perrysville,  Stone 
River  and  Chickamauga,  the  Siege  of  Atlanta,  and 
battle  at  Nashville  were  among  the  more  notable  of 
the  contests  in  which  he  was  engaged.  At  the 
liatlle  of  Stone  River  he  received  three  wounds.  A 
ball  passed  through  his  left  side,  a  shell  struck 
him  in  the  right  side,  fracturing  two  ribs,  and 
a  ball  bruised  the  fleshy  part  of  his  right 
leg  below  the  knee.  He  was  disabled  for  five  or 
six  months,  and  for  gallant  conduct  was  promoted 
to  the  rank  of  Corporal.  He  was  also  wounded  at 
Chickamauga,  being  shot  through  the  right  arm. 
Mr.  Fox  not  only  suffered  from  wounds,  but  from 
illness,  as  a  result  of  his  devotion  to  his  country. 
While  in  the  service  he  was  attacked  by  measles, 
from  the  effects  of  which  his  system  has  never  re- 
covered. For  this  and  the  wounds,  he  is  now  draw- 
ing a  pension.  After  a  faithful  and  efficient  service 
of  three  years  and  three  months,  Mr.  Fox  was  hon- 
orably discharged  and  returned  to  civil  life. 

The  years  of  life  in  camp  and  field  had  led  tlie 
mind  of  our  subject  too  far  from  his  books  for  him 
to  think  of  returning  to  school.  He  spent  some 
time  in  rambling  around,  being  led  to  this  life  not 
only  as  a  financial  measure,  but  because  of  the  un- 
settled   coadition  of    his  mind.     In  the  spring  of 


1866  he  settled  down  in  Steuben  County,  Ind., 
where  he  bought  a  piece  of  timber  land,  which  he 
attempted  to  clear  and  improve.  The  work  was 
too  hard  for  him,  however,  and  he  was  obliged  to 
abandon  it.  hi  the  fall  of  1870  he  came  to  Wash- 
ington County  and  filed  a  claim  on  a  homestead  in 
Kimeo  Township.  The  place  consisted  of  160  acres, 
being  the  northwest  qua.iter  of  section  7,  and  the 
patent  for  the  same  was  signed  by  Rutherford  B. 
Hayes.  Mr.  Fox  removed  to  Linn  in  the  spring 
of  1884,  and  engaged  as  a  clerk  in  a  dry  goods 
store,  still  retaining  ownership  of  his  homestead. 
In  August,  1888,  he  was  appointed  Assistant  Post- 
master and  on  the  11th  of  the  following  April  re- 
ceived the  commission  of  Postmaster.  Mr.  Fox 
served  as  Township  Treasurer  for  three  years,  and 
in  1880,  took  the  census  of  Sherman  Township, 
(that  township  has  since  been  divided). 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Michael  and 
Margaret  (Grim)  Fox,  both  natives  of  Columbiana 
County,  Ohio.  The  father  was  a  son  of  John  Fox, 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  on  his  mother's  side  traced 
his  descent  from  Mr.  Boston,  a  Revolutionary 
soldier.  The  mother  was  a  daughter  of  George 
Grim,  of  ^'irginia,  and  member  of  one  of  the  first 
families  of  that  State.  George  Grim,  although  a 
Virginian,  was  opposed  to  the  institution  of  slavery, 
and  transmitted  his  opinions  to  his  daughter  Mar- 
garet. She  in  her  turn  transmitted  them  to  her 
young  son,  although  her  husband  was  of  pro-slaverj- 
belief.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Michael  Fox  were  the  parents 
of  seven  children,  three  of  whom  are  now  liv- 
ing. ■  Tliey  are  our  subject,  William  IL.  and  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  C.  McAllister,  who  resides  in  Stark 
County.  Ohio.  One  son,  George  W.,  lost  his  life 
in  the  Union  service  during  the  battle  of  the  Wil- 
derness. He  was  last  seen  by  a  comrade  sitting  by 
a  stump,  faUilly  wounded,  as  the  Union  array  was 
on  the  retreat.  When  an  offer  of  assistance  was 
made  liim,  he  replied,  "  No,  I  cannot  live  long; 
save  yourself."  His  body  was  never  found  or  iden- 
tified, and  his  name  belongs  to  that  terrible  roll 
'•  Lost  in  the  AVilderness."  Another  son.  Andrew 
J.,  died  in  this  county,  Oct.  13,  1887.  He  was  the 
owner  of  a  farm  one  mile  east  of  that  of  our 
subject. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  is  a  member  of 


658 


PORTKAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


the  G.  A.  R.  Post  and  was  Commanrier  here  for 
three  years.  He  is  not  identified  with  any  church 
organization  here,  but  holds  a  letter  from  the 
Methodist  Church  where  his  membership  has  been. 
He  is  a  stanch  Republican,  and  although  he  takes 
no  active  part  in  politics  is  a  firm  believer  in  the 
doctrines  of  the  party. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Sarah  J.  Headle}'.  She  is  a  native  of  Malioning 
Count}-,  Ohio,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Reuben  Headley, 
deceased.  The  rites  of  marriage  between  herself 
and  our  subject  were  celebrated  Sept.  20.  1866,  and 
she  has  proven  herself  an  admirable  companion  and 
helpmate.  The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  was 
Louisa  Harper.  Her  parents  moved  from  Mahoning 
County,  Ohio,  when  she  was  one  year  old  and  set- 
tled in  Steuben  Count}-,  Ind.,  where  the}'  were 
pioneers  and  in  common  endured  the  hardships  of 
pioneer  life. 


1^  ARQUIS  L.  qUINN.  The  farming  and 
I  iVi  stock-raising  interests  of  Riley  County 
ij  *  have  a  stirring  representative  in  the  sub- 
"'  ject  of  this  sketch   who    may  be    usually 

found  at  his  premises  on  sections  3  and  4,  Sherman 
Township,  his  residence  being  on  the  latter.  He 
came  to  this  county  in  1 887  and  purchased  400  acres 
of  land,  which  is  largely  devoted  to  the  raising  of 
graded  stock,  Mr.  Quinn  usually  keeping  from 
seventy-five  to  100  head  of  cattle.  He  is  quite 
l)rominent  in  the  affairs  of  his  community,  serving 
as  Township  Clerk,  and  has  occupied  other  posi- 
tions of  trust  and  responsibility.  He  is  likewise 
prominently  identified  with  the  Christian  Church. 
Mr.  Quinn  is  essentially  a  Western  man,  having 
been  born  in  McLean  Ccunt3%  111.,  April  17,  1860. 
His  father,  Sidney  Quinn,  was  a  native  of  Madison 
County,  Ky.,  whence  he  removed,  in  1851  to  Illi- 
nois, where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  dying 
when  about  sixty-six  years  old.  He  was  a  farmer  and 
stock-raiser  and  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the 
Christian  Church.  Politically,  he  was  first  a  Whig 
and  then  a  Republican.  He  married  Miss  Sally 
Houlware,  a  native  of  Madison  County,  Kj'.,  and 
the  daughter  of  John  Boulware,  who  was  also 
born  in  that  State.     The  latter  served  as  a  Captain 


in  the  War  of  1812,  and  died  in  McLean  County, 
111.,  when  seventy-five  years  old.  Mrs.  Quinn  is 
still  living,  making  her  home  in  Bloomington.  111., 
and  has  about  attained  lo  her  threescore  years  and 
ten. 

To  the  parents  of  our  subject  were  born  the  fol- 
lowing children:  Narcissa,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
twent3'-eight  years;  Mary;  Lizzie,  living  in  Concor- 
dia, Kan.;  Benjamin,  who  died  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
four;  Thana,  who  died  when  twenty-five  years  old; 
Harriet,  who  died  when  tliirtv-four  years  old; 
Fanny,  Marquis,  George  and  Lilly,  the  latter  of 
whom  died  when  twenty-one  years  old.  Marquis 
L.  was  the  eighth  child  and  was  reared  on  a  farm 
near  Bloomington,  111.,  receiving  a  practical  educa- 
tion in  the  common-school.  When  twenty-four 
j'ears  old  he  was  married,  in  1884,  to  Miss  Addie 
Jackson.  Mrs.  Quinn  was  born  in  McLean  County, 
111.,  in  1863,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Lee  and  Mar- 
garet (Thomas)  Jackson,  natives  of  Kentucky  and 
Maryland  respectively.  The  Jackson  family  in 
1863  removed  to  Illinois,  settling  in  McLean 
County,  where  they  now  live,  Mr.  Jackson  being 
engaged  as  a  farmer  and  cattle  raiser.  The  two 
sons  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Quinn.  were  Lee,  wlio 
died  when  nine  months  old,  and  one  who  died  un- 
named in  infancy.  Their  only  surviving  child  is 
Georgia,  an  interesting  little  girl  just  three  years 
old,  having  been  born  Dec.  6,  1886. 

A  view  of  the  Quinn  homestead  assists  in  embel- 
lishing another  page  of  this  volume. 


j^^  TEPHEN  WILSON.  One  of  the  most  com- 
^^^  modious  farm  houses  in  the  broad  State  of 
(l\£_3)  Kansas,  and  the  finest  in  the  township 
where  it  is  located,  is  that  recently  com- 
pleted on  section  6,  Charleston  Township,  Wash- 
ington County.  It  is  owned  and  occupied  by 
the  gentleman  whose  name  initiates  this  notice,  and 
is  surrounded  by  320  acres  of  fine  farm  land.  There 
their  owner  carries  on  his  business  of  stock-raising, 
producing  fine  horses,  cattle  and  hogs. 

Mr.  Wilson  is  of  English  birth,  and  first  saw  the 
light  in    Yorkshire,  July  1,  1839.     He  is  a  son  of 
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Richard  and  Sarah  (Robinson)  Wilson,  who  were 
the  parents  of  four  children:  William,  Stephen, 
.leremiah  and  Sarah  Jane.  Our  subject  is  the  only 
one  of  the  family  who  left  his  native  land  for  a 
home  in  America.  In  earl^'  life  he  learned  the 
trade  of  a  carpenter,  and  pursued  the  same  until 
after  his  arrival  in  America.  He  worked  in  differ- 
ent towns,  but  did  not  travel  much  in  England.  In 
1869  he  crossed  the  Athmtic,  and  landed  in  New 
York,  where  he  remained  for  about  three  months. 
He  then  came  to  Kansas  and  took  a  homestead  in 
Franklin  Township.  He  afterward  changed  his 
filing,  and  secured  the  land  by  pre-emption.  He 
resided  there  until  1880,  at  whicJi  date  he  pur- 
chased 160  acres  of  unimproved  land,  where  he  now 
resides,  and  where  he  has  since  its  purchase  made 
his  home.  When  Mr.  Wilson  came  to  the  United 
States,  he  had  considerable  money,  but  he  lost  about 
all  of  it,  and  has  renewed  his  fortunes  since  he  be- 
came an  American  citizen. 

Sometime  after  his  arrival  in  America,  Mr.  Wil- 
son became  acquainted  with  Miss  Emeline  Uber. 
She  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  a  lady  in 
whom  Mr.  Wilson  found  all  the  qualities  which  he 
desired  in  a  life  companion.  He  wooed  and  won, 
and  they  were  united  iu  marriage  April  28,  1879. 
Their  otherwise  happy  home  has  been  unblessed  by 
the  prattle  of  childish  voices. 

Mr.  Wilson  does  not  confine  himself  to  an3'  po 
litical  party,  but  votes  for  the  man  and  the  princi- 
ples, which  in  his  judgment  best  serve  the  interests 
of  the  time.  He  has  served  as  a  member  of  the 
School  Board,  and  the  cause  of  education  will  not 
suffer  at  his  hands.  He  is  not  a  member  of  any  re- 
ligious or  civic  society.  He  is  a  man  of  honor  and 
uprightness,  intelligent  and  enterprising,  and  justly 
esteemed  by  the  citizens  among  whom  he  has  cast 
his  lot. 

—    ■>  •>^i^-   ^— 


r 


,ELS  JOHNSON.  This  well-to-do  citizen 
of  Goshen  Township  takes  pardonable  pride 
in  the  fact  that  he  has  borne  no  unim|ior- 
tant  part  in  the  development  of  this  part  of  Clay 
County.  Not  only  has  he  improved  a  farm  here 
from  the  primitive  soil,  but  prior  to  settling,where  he 
now  jives,   also  improved  a  farm  in  Washington 


County  from  land  which  he  homesteaded  from  the 
Government.  He  is  widely  and  favorably  known 
to  many  of  the  older  residents  of  the  two  counties, 
and  has  made  for  himself  a  good  record,  both  ,a,s  ;i 
skillful  farmer  and  a  reliable  citizen. 

A  native  of  the  Kingdom  of  Denmark,  Mr. 
.lohnson  was  born  April  6,  1848,  and  there  spent 
his  early  years  until  twenty  years  old.  His  parents, 
Nels  and  Kate  (Hanson)  Johnson,  were  likewise  of 
Danish  birth  and  ancestry,  and  weie  members  of 
the  Lutheran  Church,  as  were  their  progenitors  be- 
fore them  as  far  back  as  is  known.  The  father  was 
a  farmer  by  occupation  and  Nels,  Jr.,  was  trained 
to  habits  of  industry,  aud  learned  the  art  of  agri- 
culture as  carried  on  in  his  native  Kingdom. 
He,  however,  desired  something  better  than 
he  had  known  in  his  native  land,  and  in  1867 
sailed  for  America  from  the  port  of  Hamburg  on 
the  "Harmonia,"  which  landed  him  on  the  24th  of 
June,  in  New  York  City,  after  a  voyage  of  sixteen 
days.  Thence  lie  proceeded  directly  to  LaSalle 
County,  111.,  and  rented  a  farm  upon  which  he  oper- 
ated four  years.  At  the  expiration  of  this  time  he 
set  out  for  the  country  west  of  the  Mississippi  and 
coming  to  Washington  County',  Kan.,  homesteaded 
160  acres  of  land  on  section  23,  Sherman  Town- 
ship. He  put  up  a  little  frame  house  14x20  feet  in 
dimensions,  and  being  unmarried  kept  g  bachelor's 
hall  about  three  years.  In  the  meantime  he  broke 
a  goodly  portion  of  the  sod,  made  fences,  planted 
fruit  and  forest  trees,  and  thus  establishing  a  com- 
fortable little  home.  He  now  needed  only  a  wife 
and  helpmate  to  complete  his  happiness,  and  on  the 
25th  of  October,  1874,  was  united  in  marriage  with 
MLss  Frances  C.  Cutler.  The  young  people  com- 
menced the  juurnej'  of  life  together  on  their  own 
premises  and  lived  there  until  the  spring  of  1884. 
Then  selling  out  Mr.  .Johnson  purchased  his  present 
farm  of  160  acres  on  section  7,  Goshen  Township, 
Clay  County. 

Upon  his  new  purchase  Mr.  Johnson  jjroceeded 
as  before,  building  uj)  a  homestead  from  first  prin- 
cii)les.  There  was  no  improvements  upon  this 
land,  but  he  maintained  that  "what  man  has  done 
man  may  do."  and  he  proceeded  as  before  in  the 
development  of  his  land,  erecting  buildings,  mak- 
ing fences,  plar.ting  fruit  and  shade    trees,  and  at 
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the  same  time  rai!*iiig  each  j-ear  tlie  usual  crops.  We 
find  now  him  the  Ofuu[)ant  of  a  commodiou.s  frame 
dwelling,  adjacent  to  which  is  a  good  barn,  corn 
cribs,  an  orchard  of  100  trees.,  and  all  the  other  a))- 
purtenances  of  the  well-regulated  modern  farm. 

Mr.  Johnson  when  settling  in  the  .State  of  Illinois 
had  a  capital  of  $20,  and  from  that  small  sum  he 
has  built  up  his  present  possessions.  He  has  made 
it  a  rule  to  live  within  his  income,  and  has  invested 
his  capital  in  a  wise  manner.  To  such  men  as  Mr. 
Johnson  is  due  the  prosperity  of  the  great  State  of 
Kansas.  He  has  a  fine  family,  consisting  of  his 
wife  and  four  children,  the  latter  named  respect- 
ively :  Lizzie  B.,  Francis  ¥-..,  Frederick  M.  and  Clar- 
ence N.  Mrs.  Johnson  was  born  in  Genesee 
County.  N.  Y.,  July  8,  1858,  and  is  the  daughter 
of  Francis  O.  and  Catherine  (Gourley)  Cutler,  na- 
tives respectively  of  New  York  State  and  Scotland. 
They  came  to  Washington  County,  Kan.,  in  1870, 
and  took  up  a  homestead  in  Sherman  Township, 
where  they  still  live.  Mrs.  Johnson  is  a  member  in 
good  standing  of  the  Methodist  Episcoi)al  Ciiurch. 
Mr.  Johnson  was  reared  in  the  faith  of  the  Lutheran 
Church,  to  which  he  still  adheres.  He  belongs  to 
the  Farmers  Alliance,  of  Goshen  Township  and  the 
Masonic  Lodge  at  Green. 

The  home  surroundings  of  Mr.  Johnson  and  his 
family  are  finely  illustrated  in  a  view  of  the  pre- 
mises to  be  found  on  another  page. 
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^^EORGE  C. 
Il  (^— ,  note,  that  i 
^3    has  beeom< 


WILSON.  It  is  gratifying  to 
as  the  world  progresses,  farming 
_'onie  an  art  and  a  science,  and '  we 
find  living  in  the  agricultural  districts  some  of  the 
most  intelligent  men.  Mr.  Wilson,  although  only 
residing  in  Franklin  Township,  Washington  Countj', 
since  the  spring  of  1881,  has  been  recognized  as  one 
of  its  leading  men,  not  only  a  skillful  and  thor- 
ough farmer,  but  a  valued  citizen.  He  operates 
160  acres  of  land  on  section  28,  and  derives  there- 
from a  comfortable  income. 

Mr.  Wilson  is  a  Western  man  in  all  respects,  and 
here  his  interests  have  centered  since  his  boyhood 
(hays.  He  was  born  in  Marion  County,  Iowa,  July 
2'.l.  1847,  and  is  the  son  of  (ieorge  S.   and  Mary 


(Case)  Wilson,  who  were  natives  of  New  Jersey. 
They  spent  their  childhood  and  youth  near  the 
place  of  their  birth,  where  they  were  married,  and 
where  they  lived  until  removing  to  Indiana  about 
1848.  Thence  later  they  crossed  the  Mississippi, 
and  established  themselves  on  a  tract  of  land  among 
the  earliest  pioneers  of  Marion  County,  Iowa.  The 
fatlier,  however,  onlj'  lived  a  few  j'ears  thereafter, 
meeting  his  death  by  drowning  in  the  Des  Moines 
River,  in  1854.  The  mother  died  in  Marion  County, 
Iowa,  in  18G2. 

Mr.  Wilson  after  the  death  of  his  |)arents.  em- 
ployed himself  for  a  number  of  years  as  a  farm 
hand,  and  assisted  his  brothers  and  sisters  as  he  was 
able.  Of  these,  nine  in  number,  the  record  is  as 
follows:  Ruth  married  Isaac  N.  Core,  and  died  Oct. 
6,  1889,  in  McHenry  County,  Iowa;  Elizabeth  is 
tlie  wife  of  G.  B.  Stanley,  and  makes  her  home  at 
Red  Rock,  Iowa;  John  sojourns  in  Arizona,  Teiri- 
tory;  Emily  is  the  wife  of  Frank  McKenny,  and 
they  live  in  California;  Martha  became  the  wife  of 
W.  B.  Fisher,  and  died  in  jNIarion  County,  Iowa; 
George  C,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  is  the  next  in 
order  of  birth ;  Sidney  is  the  wife  of  Thomas  Fra- 
zier,  of  Russell  County,  Kan.;  Sarah  married  W. 
B.  Fisher,  and  died  in  Washington  County ;  Lucien 
is  a  resident  of  Russell  County. 

In  1869  George  C.  Wilson  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Mina  Fisher,  who  was  born  in  Lake 
County,  Ohio,  Jan.  15,  1850.  Mrs.  Wilson  is  the 
daughter  of  William  and  Waty  A.  (Holbrook) 
Fislier,  of  Washington,  Kan.  Tpon  leaving  the 
Buckej'e  State,  they  removed  first  to  Wisconsin, 
and  later  to  Marion  County,  Iowa,  where  Mrs. 
Wilson  remained  a  member  of  the  parental  house- 
hold until  her  marriage.  Afterward  Mr.  and 
jNIrs.  Wilson  lived  upon  a  farm  in  Iowa  until  com- 
ing to  this  eountj'.  Mr.  WiLson  purchased  160 
acres  of  land  in  Franklin  Township,  and  to  this  for 
the  last  eight  years  has  given  bis  undivided  atten- 
tion. 

Politically,  Mr.  Wilson  gives  his  uniform  sup- 
port to  the  Republican  party.  He  is  the  Trustee 
of  Franklin  Township,  and  also  occupies  the  office 
of  Justice  of  the  Peace.  He  takes  considerable  in- 
terest in  local  politics,  and  religiously,  is  a  member 
in  good  standing  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
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In  Febniaiy,  1889.  Mr.  Wilson's  residence  was  de- 
stroyerl  by  fire  together  with  nearly  all  its  contents, 
and  upon  which  there  was  no  insurance.  He  has 
since  rebuilt.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilson  have  seven 
children,  whose  names  are  as  follows:  William, 
Herbert,  Alma,  Scott,  Harry,  Glenn,  and  Delia. 


;ILLIAM  H.  STILLMAN.  M.I).  The  sub- 
ject of  this  notice,  one  of  the  leading  pli3'- 
"■^^J  sicians  of  Manhattan  Township  and  a 
veter.an  of  nearly  seventy-one  years,  comprises  no 
unimportant  factor  among  the  best  elements  of 
Northern  Kansas,  to  which  he  came  during  the 
trying  times  of  its  early  settlement,  and  with  oth- 
ers was  frequently  called  out  to  protect  the  free 
State  capital.  Topeka,  from  the  border  rufHans. 
He  is  well  educated,  intelligent  and  a  man  of  more 
than  ordinarj-  ability.  He  follows  Lis  profession 
with  much  of  his  old-time  energy  and  all  of  its 
success.  He  resides  upon  a  well  regulated  farm, 
one  and  one-half  miles  north  of  Manhattan,  where 
he  has  a  large  stone  residence,  good  barns  and 
other  outbuildings,  a  fine  orchard  and  all  the  ap- 
purtenances of  the  modern  country  estate.  Like 
many  other  men,  he  has  met  with  reverses 
and  has  had  various  difficulties  to  contend  with, 
but  notwithstanding  all  this  he  has  preserved  his 
integrity  and  courage  and  made  for  himself  a  good 
record,  both  as  a  man  and  a  citizen. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Westerly, 
R.I.,  Jan.  7,1819,  and  is  the  son  of  William  and 
(Charlotte  (Champlain)  Stillman,  who  were  likewise 
natives  of  that  State,  as  was  also  his  paternal 
grandfather,  William  Stillman.  His  grandfather 
John  Pickard.  an  Englishman,  was  an  officer  under 
Cromwell,  and  fled  to  America  after  the  death  of 
the  Protector.  There  being  a  reward  offered  for  his 
capture,  he  changed  his  name  to  Stillman  and  set- 
tled in  Weathersfield,  Conn.  There  is  in  the  fam- 
ily a  Bible  which  he  brought  with  him  from 
England  and  which  bears  his  name  in  his  own 
handwriting. 

William  Stillman.  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
in  his  younger  years  a  mechanic,  Imt  later  he  stud- 
ied mcilicine  and  for  a  number  of  years  was  a  prac- 


tising physician  in  «hode  Island  and  Connecticut. 
He  lived  to  be  eighty-five  years  of  age.  and  died  in 
Ashaway,  R.  I.  His  father  was  b}-  trade  a  watch 
and  clock-maker,  and  lived  to  the  advanced  age  of 
ninety-six  years.  Adam  Champlain,  the  maternal 
grandfather  of  the  Doctor,  was  reared  in  Newport, 
R.  I.,  and  served  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  He 
spent  his  last  years  in  Hopkinton,  K.  I.,  passing 
away  at  the  age  of  eighty  years. 

To  the  parents  of  our  subject  there  was  born  a 
family  of  seven  children,  William  H.  being  the  eld- 
est. The  next  son,  Abram  C,  died  in  Rhode  Island 
when  a  promising  youth  of  about  nineteen  years. 
Ezra  went  to  California  during  the  early  days  of 
the  gold  excitement,  and  on  his  return  started 
from  San  Francisco  for  the  Isthmus.  The  vessel 
was  wrecked  and  he  with  man3-  others  was  cast 
away,  and  having  never  been  heard  from,  the  sup- 
position is  that  he  is  dead.  Elizabeth  married 
George  W.  Taylor,  a  mauufacturer  of  Hopkinton, 
R.  I.,  and  later  went  lo  Florida  for  her  health,  where 
she  died,  leaving  no  children;  Joseph;  Matilda  mar- 
ried Jonathan  Larkin,  a  carpenter  and  wagon- 
maker  liy  trade,  and  died  in  1886  in  Florida.  In 
the  meantime  Mr.  Larkin  in  1849  went  to  Cali- 
fornia, returning  early  in  the  '50's  to  Rhode  Island, 
where  he  is  probably  now  living.  Elisha  is  mar- 
ried and  employed  as  a  book-keeper  at  Hopkinton, 
R.  I. 

Dr.  Stillman  pursued  his  early  studies  in  the  com- 
mon schools,  and  after  reaching  his  majority  at- 
tended the  High  School  one  year  in  Westerly, 
R.  I.  Later  ho  attended  school  at  Providence  four 
months.  He  next  went  to  New  London,  Conn., 
and  commenced  the  study  of  medicine  under  the 
instruction  of  Dr.  Azar  Estee,  and  subsequently 
attended  lectures  two  j'cars.  He  began  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession  at  Westerly,  following  it 
there  for  a  period  of  fourteen  years.  Then  in  the 
spring  of  1855  he  came  to  Kansas  Territory  and 
took  up  160  acres  of  land  on  the  branch  of  Rock 
Creelc  in  Blue  Township.  He  began  its  cultivation 
and  improvement,  and  was  the  second  practicing 
physiciiin  in  the  county,  the  first  Ijeing  Dr. 
Hunting. 

During  the  latter  years  of  his  sojourn  in  his  na- 
tive   State.  Dr.  Stillman    had   been  in    poor  health 
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and  sought  the  West]  in  the  hope  of  recovering. 
He  Intended  then  to  abandon  the  practieo  of  medi- 
cine. He  had  been  accompanied  hither  b}'  parties 
who  came  witli  him  solely  because  he  was  a  physi- 
cian and  who  forced  hira  back  to  his  practice.  He 
remained  here  the  first  time  only  about  six  months, 
returning  to  Rhode  Island  to  settle  up  his  business, 
intending  to  return  with  his  family  to  Kansas  when 
this  was  accomplished.  Upon  his  arrival  there  he 
was  taken  down  with  pneumonia  and  was  an  inva- 
lid for  six  months.  After  his  recover}'  he  came 
back  to  Kansas,  still  leaving  his  family  in  Rhode 
Island.  Upon  arriving  here  he  found  another  man 
in  possession  of  his  claim,  and  accordingly  made 
another  on  section  6,  which  is  included  in  the  farm 
which  he  now  owns  and  occupies.  He  proceeded 
with  the  cultivation  and  improvement  of  tiiis  and 
was  prospered  in  his  labors.  He  is  now  one  of 
the  largest  land-owners  in  Riley  County,  having 
o25  acres.  He  has  practiced  and  farmed  continu- 
ously, being  equally  successful  in  both  callings  and 
furnishing  a  fine  illustration  of  the  results  of  en- 
ergy and  perseverance.  He  is  a  sound  Republican 
politically  hut  has  invariably  declined  the  cares 
and  responsibilities  of  oflice. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  married  in  West- 
erly, R.  I.,  March  12,  1843.  to  Miss  Sarah,  daughter 
of  James  and  Mary  Hoss  and  a  native  of  that 
place.  This  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  five 
children,  the  two  eldest  of  whom,  William  and 
Abram,  died  in  infancy.  James,  a  resident  of  New 
York  City,  is  first  engineer  in  the  Tribune  Build- 
ing; he  is  married  and  the  father  of  a  son,  George, 
Phebe  died  Dee.  25,  1870,  unmarried,  in  Rhode 
Island,  when  about  twenty-one  years  old.  The 
youngest,  William  R.,  born  April  19,  1854,  was 
killed  at  sea  in  a  storm,  being  thrown  from  the 
ship's  berth.  Mrs.  Sarah  (Ross)  Stillraau  departed 
this  life  at  her  home  at  Westerly,  R.  I.,  in  1854. 
She  was  born  Dec.  19,  1821. 

Dr.  Stillman  was  the  second  time  married,  in 
1855,  to  Mrs.  Mary  (Irish)  Oreen,  widow  of  Albert 
Green,  by  whom  she  became  the  mother  of  two 
children,  Thoma.s  and  Elizabeth,  the  former  of 
whom  is  a  resident  of  Rhode  Island  and  the  latter 
died  there  in  August.  1889.  Of  this  [marriage  of 
tlie  Doctor  there  were  no  children.    His  third  wife 


was  formerly  Miss  Josephine  A.  Cottrell.  and  there 
were  born  to  them  two  children,  Elsie  and  Lottie 
E.  Elsie  died  in  early  childhood  from  the  effects 
of  eating  a  box  of  sugar-coaied  pills,  which  she 
obtained  without  the  knowledge  of  her  mother. 
Miss  Lottie  remains  at  home  with  her  father. 


JIj  OSEPIl  BRADBURY.  Few  men  have  met 
|!  with  better  success  financially^  than  :Mr. 
I,  Bradbury,  of  Grant  Township,  Clay 
^^^  County,  and  few  are  more  popular.  He 
early  in  life  chose  agriculture  for  his  vocation, 
and  may  usually  be  found  at  his  fine  homestead  on 
section  7,  where  he  has  one  of  the  handsomest  resi- 
dences in  his  township,  and  other  surroundings  in- 
dicating cultured  tastes  and  ample  means.  On 
another  page  of  this  volume  appears  a  fine  view  of 
his  home,  which  comprises  806  acres  of  land,  and 
is  devoted  chiefly  to  the  raising  of  graded  Short- 
horn cattle,  Poland-China  swine  and  French  coach 
horses. 

A  native  of  Yorkshire,  England,  Mr.  Bradbur\- 
was  born  Oct.  26.  1833,  and  is  the  son  of  John  and 
Mary  (Hague)  Bradbury,  who  were  likewise  natives 
of  that  shire,  and  the  former  of  whom  died  there  in 
1847.  He  likewise  was  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser. 
The  parental  family-  consisted  of  five  children, 
three  of  whom  are  living,  the  two  besides  our  sub- 
ject being  Martha  and  Thomas,  who  continue  to 
reside  upon  their  native  soil. 

After  the  death  of  his  father,  Joseph  Bradbury 
left  the  homestead  and  went  to  live  with  an  uncle 
in  a  village  in  his  native  shire,  where  he  was  em- 
ployed in  a  woolen  mill  for  several  years  and  until 
1856.  Then,  a  young  man  of  twent^'-three  years, 
he  crossed  the  Atlantic  and  located  in  Adams 
Count}-,  111.,  where  he  lived  until  after  the  outbreak 
of  the  Civil  War.  On  the  8th  of  August,  1861. 
having  now  become  a  resident  of  Kansas,  he  en- 
listed as  a  Union  soldier  in  Company  G,  4th  Kan- 
sas Infantry,  under  Capt.  (afterward  Governor) 
Harvey,  his  regiment  being  consolidated  with  the 
3d  regiment,  and  named  the  10th  Kansas  Infantr}-. 
He  served  over  four  years,  and  was  engaged  in 
mauy    Ijattles,   viz.:  Dry   Wood,   Morristown.  Lo- 
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ciist  Grove,  Osceola,  Mo.,  Nevvtonia,  Old  Ft.  Wayne, 
Lone  Jack,  C'ane  Hill,  Prairie  (irove,  Van  Buren, 
Pleasant  Hill,  Duck  River,  Franklin  and  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  and  Sibley  Mills,  also  Spanish  Fort  and 
Blakely.  In  fact  he  participated  in  all  the  battles 
of  his  regiment,  veteranizing^at  St.  Louis  in  1864, 
was  never  absent  from  his  command,  never  in  the 
liospital,  and  came  out  without  a  scratch — a  record 
quite  remarkable  and  one  of  which  few  men  can 
boast. 

Upon  retiring-  from  the  service,  Mr.  Bradbury, 
returning  to  Illinois,  was  married  Dec.  17,  1865,  to 
Miss  Rhoda  G.,  daughter  of  William  Bi'ooks.  who 
died  in  Pike  Count}',  111.  The  latter  was  a  native 
of  Yorkshire,  England,  and  married  Miss  Elizabeth 
Dean,  a  native  of  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.,  where 
the  [larents  subsequently  settled,  and  where  their 
daughter,  Rhoda  G.,  was  born  March  13,  1836. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bradbury  are  the  parents  of  four 
ciiildren,  viz. :  William  S.,  Marcus,  Elizabeth  and 
John  T.;  with  the  exception  of  the  eldest  son  all 
are  at  home  with  their  parents.  William  is  a  stu- 
dent in  the  Lawrence  Business  College.  Mr.  Brad- 
liury  came  to  Kansas  in  1869,  settling  in  Riley 
County,  where  he  lived  until  1871.  He  then 
changed  his  residence  to  Clay  Count}',  and  home- 
steaded  133  acres  on  section  18,  Grant  Township, 
from  which  he  has  built  up  his  fine  estate.  Upon 
becoming  a  voting  citizen  he  identified  himself 
with  the  Republican  party.  He,  however,  meddles 
ver}'  little  with  politics,  preferring  to  excel  as  a 
farmer  and  stock-raiser,  and  it  must  be  admitted 
that  he  has  approached  very  near  the  standard 
which  he  many  years  ago  set  up  for  himself,  and 
upon  which  lie  has  steadily  kept  his  eye. 


-o*o..@^<A^.. 


EDWARD  SHORT,  a  settler  of  1872,  located 
on  his  present  farm  in  Clifton  Township  on 
the  4th  of  December,  that  year,  and  com- 
menced the  work  of  cultivating  eighty  acres 
that  his  father  had  given  him  on  section  34.  By  a 
course  of  industry  and  perserverance  he  built  up 
his  present  comfortable  homestead  and  brought 
the  soil  to  a  productive  condition  so  that  it  is  now 
the  source  of   a  good  income.  He  also  operates  his 


father's  farm  on  section  33.  Stock-raising  forms  a 
principal  feature  in  his  operations — a  very  profitable 
industry  from  which  he  has  realized  handsomely. 

A  native  of  Sussex  County,  Del.,  Mr.  Short  was 
born  July  17,  1837  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen 
months  was  taken  by  his  parents  to  the  vicinity  of 
what  is  now  Knox.  Stark  Co.,  Ind.,  where  he  spent 
his  childhood  and  youth  and  was  there  at  the  out- 
break of  the  late  Civil  War.  Afterward  he  lived 
in  Missouri  one  year  and  from  there  came  to  Kan- 
sas. His  father,  Job  Short,  was  a  native  of  Dela- 
ware and  was  there  married  to  Miss  Nancy  Benson 
who  was  born  and  reared  not  far  from  the  early 
home  of  her  husband.  They  settled  in  Sussex 
County.  Del.,  and  became  the  parents  of  three 
children  of  whom  Edward  was  the  youngest.  Upon 
the  removal  to  Indiana  they  settled  first  in  Cass 
County  where  the  father  farmed  on  rente<l  land. 
In  1847  they  removed  to  Stark  County  where  the 
elder  Short  pre-empted  a  tract  of  land  and  pur- 
chased 100  head  of  cattle  for  fattening.  The 
country  around  abounded  in  all  kinds  of  wild 
game,  from  .bears  to  wcazels,  and  the  red  man 
pitched  his  tent  on  every  side  of  the  pioneers. 
When  the  time  came  for  locating  the  county  seat 
Mr.  Short  made  an  effort  to  get  it  on  his  own  farm, 
but  did  not  succeed.  Through  his  infiueuce,  how- 
ever, it  was  located  near  there.  He  proceeded  with 
the  improvement  of  his  property  and  increased  his 
area  to  200  acres  which  he  sold  in  1859.  He  then 
removed  to  Marshall  County,  settling  in  Plymouth 
and  conducting  an  hotel  during  the  progress  of  the 
Civil  War.  In  1865  he  withdrew  from  this  and  in 
1868  disposed  of  his  property  in  Indiana  and  came 
to  Kansas. 

The  father  of  our  subject  in  Washington  County, 
this  State,  secured  240  acres  of  land  by  a  trade. 
There  were  upon  this  scarcely  an  improvement, 
but  the  family  settled  down  and  after  a  few  years 
of  diligent  labor  transformed  a  portion  of  the 
wilderness  into  a  comfortable  homestead.  The 
parents  finally  abandoned  active  labor  and  retired 
to  a  snug  home  in  the  village  of  Clyde,  Cloud 
County,  where  they  lived  four  years.  Later  they 
removed  to  Concordia,  where  the  mother  died 
November  9th.  1887.  when  nearly  seventy-eight 
years  old.  Job  Short  is  still  living  and  is  now  (1889) 
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seventy-eiglit  years  old.  He  makes  his  home  with 
his  son,  Aaron,  in  Concordia.  He  is  liberal  in  his 
religious  views  as  was  also  his  excellent  wife.  Since 
the  organization  of  the  Republican  party,  in  1856, 
he  has  been  a  stanch  supporter  of  its  principles. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  third  in  a 
family  of  nine  children,  eight  of  whom  are  living 
and  all  are  married  and  have  families.  Three  of 
thesons,William  T.,, Jacob  and  Edward  served  in  the 
Union  army  during  the  late  Civil  AVar.  Jacob 
served  in  Company  F,  13th  Indiana  Infantry,  and 
Edward  in  Company  F,  87th  Indiana  Infantry. 
Jacob  was  wounded  at  Greenbrier,  Va.,  in  the  hand. 
AVilliam  was  in  the  100  days'  service  and  escaped 
unhurt.  Edward  enlisted  in  Fulton  County.  Ind.  in 
the  87th  Indiana  Infantry,  Company  F,  which  was 
assigned  to  the  army  of  the  Cumberland,  14th 
Army  Corps.  He  participated  in  the  battles  of 
JMission  Ridge  and  Resaca  and  was  all  through  the 
Atlanta  campaign,  being  under  the  Are  of  the 
enpmy  four  months  of  this  time.  He,  however, 
escaped  unhurt,  although  frequently  receiving  close 
calls  from  bullet  and  shell,  and  was  given  his  honor- 
able discharge  at  the  close  of  the  war  after  a  ser- 
vice of  two  years  and  ten  months. 

Upon  leaving  the  army  Mr.  Short  returned  to  his 
family  in  Cass  County.  Ind.,  he  having  been  mar- 
ried in  1858  to  Miss  Mahala  J.  Oliver  of  Logan- 
sport,  Ind.  Mrs.  Short  was  born  in  Miami  County, 
that  State,  March  7,  1843.  and  was  the  daughter  of 
John  and  Rhoda  ( W.atts)  Oliver.thc  former  of  whom 
died  when  his  daughter,  Mahala  was  a  child  of  thir- 
teen years.  The  mother  is  still  living  with  her 
second  husband,  Elijah  Snethen,  near  Fargo,  in 
North  Dakota. 

To  the  parents  of  Mrs.  Short  there  was  born  a 
family  of  twelve  children  and  three  sons  served  in 
the  Fnion  army  during  the  late  war,  in  Indiana 
regiments.  One  of  them  yielded  up  his  life  to  his 
country  and  w.as  laid  in  an  unknown  grave.  The 
remaining  two  returned  to  their  homes  in  safety. 
Mrs.  Siiort  received  excellent  parental  training,  re- 
maining with  her  mother  until  her  marriage.  Of 
this  \inion  there  have  been  born  two  children  one 
of  whom,  Noah  M.,  died  in  infancy.  John  T. 
married  Miss  Emma  E.  Procure  and  they  live  on 
the  farm  of    Mr.  Short;  they    have  three    ciiildren. 


Alice  S.,  George  E.  and  Edward  H.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Short  are  regular  attendants  of  the  Baptist  Church 
at  Clifton,  in  which  Mr.  Short  was  Sunda^'-school 
Superintendent  four  years.  Mrs.  Short  is  greatly 
interested  in  the  temperance  work,  occupying  the 
position  of  County  .Superintendent  in  the  W.  C.  T.  I'. 
She  is  likewise  identified  with  the  W.  R.  C,  in 
which  slie  h.as  served  as  President  and  is  now  Junior 
Vice  President.  She  was  teacher  of  a  Bible  class 
at  Clifton  four  years,  and  elsewhere  was  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Sunday-school  two  years  and  had 
charge  of  the  Bible  class.  Mr.  Siiort,  politically, 
is  a  sound  Republican  and  a  member  of  Sedgewick 
Post.  No.  24  G.  A.  R.  at  Clifton.  He  is  also  a 
Master  AVorkma^n  in   the  A.  O.  U.  W.  at  Cliftf)n. 

Elsewhere  in  this  volume  we  present  a  fine  litho- 
graphic engraving  of  the  pleasant  homestead  of  our 
subject.  It  is  one  of  the  ideal  rural  homes,  of 
which  Washington  County  is  proud,  as  represent- 
ing unremitting,  unfl.agging  labor  on  the  part  of  her 
citizens. 

— -m^- — 

j^^  A  Mr  EL  M.  FERGUSON  has  been  pros- 
^^^^  perously  engaged  in  horse-shoeing  and  gen- 
(tt/jj)  eral  blacksmithing  in  Manliattan.  for  nearly 
a  quarter  of  a  centurj'.  He  may  be  denom- 
inated one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  State  and  city, 
much  of  whose  growth  he  has  witnessed,  and 
whose  interest  he  has  promoted  to  the  best  of  his 
ability,  both  as  a  private  citizen  and  when  he  has 
taken  part  in  its  government.  lie  was  born  in 
New  Paris,  Preble  Co.,  Ohio.  Jan.  17.  1833.  His 
father,  James  D.  Ferguson,  was  a  native  of  North 
Carolina,  and  when  he  was  only  seventeen  years 
old  he  left  the  place  of  his  nativity  with  his  parents 
and  accompanied  them  to  Tennessee.  Soon  after 
the  removal  of  the  faniil}'  to  that  State,  our  subject 
betook  himself  to  Ohio,  where  he  learned  the  tan- 
ner's trade.  He  did  not,  however,  follow  that  call- 
ing, but  in  1834,  going  to  St.  Joseph  County,  Ind., 
he  entered  a  tract  of  government  land,  and  in  1835 
removed  there  with  iiis  family,  and  devoted  him- 
self to  farming.  The  first  thing  that  he  did  after 
lie  settled  on  his  land  was  to  build  a  log  house  on 
tlie  place,  which  w.is  eight  miles  northeast  of 
South  Bend,     lie   was   among  the  pioneers  of  the 
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county,  and  in  common   with  the  other   early  set-    I 
tiers,  had  to   live   in    the    most   primitive    manner. 
There  were  no  railways  there    for   years,  and  no 
markets  in  that  section   of  the   country,  Michigan 
City,  forty  miles  distant,  being  the  nearest  one.  Mr. 
Ferguson  lived  there  till  1848,   and  then  disposing 
of  his  property  in  that  place,  bought   an  improved 
farm  in  La  Porte  County.  Ind.       In    1853  he  sold 
that,  and  then,  with  his  family  and  an  ox  team,  and   ] 
driving  his  cattle  before  him,  he  started  for  Dallas    j 
County,  Iowa,  and  again  took  up   the  old   pioneer    ' 
life.     He  bought  an  improved  farm  near  Adell,  and 
later,   entered  government   land.     There  were   no 
railways  in  Iowa  till  1856,  and  Keokuk,  and  other   I 
river  towns,   200  miles   distant,   were   the   nearest 
markets.     He  resided  in  that  county,  respected  and 
regarded  with  esteem  by  all  who  knew  him.  till  his 
death  in  1886  at  the  venerable   age  of  eighty-four 
years.     The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject was  Elizabeth  T.   Ireland.     She  was  born   in 
Kentucky  and  died  in  Iowa  in  1868.     She  had  ten 
ciiildren,  eight  of  whom  are  now  living. 

He  of  whom  we  write,  gleaned  his  education  in 
the  primitive  pioneer  schools  of  his  native  county, 
which  he  attended  as  opportunity  offered.  The 
schools,  which  were  kept  in  a  rude  log  building, 
were  conducted  on  the  subscription  plan,  and  the 
father  of  our  subject  having  a  large  family  could 
not  afford  to  send  his  children  to  school  very 
much.  As  soon  as  Samuel  was  large  enough  he  had 
to  assist  his  father  in  clearing  his   land  and  in  till- 


was  swept  away  and  he  found  himself  in  debt  to  the 
sum  of  $79.  Having  met  with  such  poor  success 
in  bis  venture,  he  went  to  St.  Mary's  Mission  on 
the  Pottawatomie  Indian  Reservation  in  Pottawa- 
tomie County,  .and  he  there  managed  a  smithy  in 
the  interest  of  the  government  till  1865.  That  was 
the  year  in  which  he  took  up  his  residence  in  Man- 
hattan, and  he  immediately  opened  a  shop  in 
which  to  do  shoeinjj  and  general  blacksmithing, 
which  he  still  carries  on  very  profitably,  having 
met  with  much  greater  success  in  this  enterprise 
than  in  his  former  one.  He  h.as  a  thorough  know- 
ledge of  his  trade,  and  his  long  experience  has 
made  him  very  skillful  so  that  he  commands  a  large 
business. 

In  1861  Mr.  Ferguson  was  married  to  Miss  Mary 
A.  Pickett,  and  of  their  pleasant  wedded  life  three 
children  have  been  born — Ida  A..  Josie  E..  Mary 
Elizabeth.  Mrs.  F'erguson  is  a  native  of  Homer, 
Cortland  Co.,  N.  Y. 

Mr.  Ferguson  is  classed  among  the  old  pioneers 
of  Kansas  who  came  here  in  the  early  years  of  its 
settlement,  and  have  witnessed  almost  its  entire 
growth,  and  as  intelligent  and  law-abiding  citizens 
faithfully  doing  their  whole  duty  wherever  placed 
whether  in  public  or  in  private  life,  have  mater- 
ially contributed  to  its  prosperity  and  high  stand- 
ing as  one  of  the  leading  States  in  the  West.  He 
has  always  been  a  Republican,  casting  his  first  vote 
in  a  congressional  election  for  Schuyler  Colfax, 
and  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Gen.  J.  C.  Fre- 


ing  the  soil,  and  was  thus  employed  till  he  was  |  mont.  He  has  taken  part  in  the  administration  of 
nineteen.  He  then  served  a  three  years  apprentice- 
ship to  learn  the  trade  of  a  blacksmith.  At  the  ex- 
piration of  that  time  he  went  to  Adell,  Iowa,  and 
opening  a  shop  in  that  place,  carried  on  business 
there  two  years.  After  that  he  came  to  the  Terri- 
tory of  Kansas,  and  locating  at  Topeka,  then  a 
small  village  of  scarcely  more  than  200  inhabitants, 
he  worked  for  one  man  for  eighteen  months,  losing 
but  two  days  time.  Revisiting  Iowa  a  short  time, 
he  came  back  to  Topeka,  and  was  emploj'ed  b}'  the 
same  man  till  1859.  In  that  year  he  rented  the 
shop  of  him  and  started  in  business  for  himself. 
He  had  saved  $800  from  his  earnings,  but  in  a  few 
months  he  did  so  much  work  on  credit,  for  which  he 


the  government  of  Manhattan  as  a  member  of  the 
City  Council,  proving  to  be  a  trusty  and  efficient 
official. 

\li^  ENRY  SCHROEDER.  There  is  not 
irjji  along  the  eastern  line  of  Washington 
s^^  County,  a  more  attractive  home  than  that 
(^j)  belonging  to  the  subject  of  this  biography. 
The  point  of  interest  centers  in  the  handsome  mod- 
ern residence  which  was  completed  in  the  fall  of 
1884.  at  a  cost  of  *2.000  and  which  is  represented 
by  a  fine  engraving  on  another  page  of  the  Albuji. 
This  structure  is  finely'  finished,  furnished  in  modern 


never  received  any   payment,  that  his  little  fortune   |   style  and   is    more  than  ordinarly  well  arranged. 
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being  remarkably  convenient  from  chamber  tu  cel- 
lar and  indicating  in  a  marked  manner  the  taste 
and  neatness  of  its  presiding  genius,  Mrs.  Schroeder. 
This  lady  besides  being  a  very  intelligent  woman, 
is  a  prime  housekeeper  and  not  only  makes  her 
family  comfortable,  but  all  who  come  under  the 
rooftree.  Among  other  handsome  furniture  is  a 
very  sweet-toned  cottage  organ,  upon  which  the 
skillful  fingers  of  the  son  and  daughter,  Charles 
and  Johanna,  make  charming  music.  The  family 
all  possess  cultivated  tastes,  as  is  evinced  by  their 
surj'oundings  and  their  attractive  home  is  the  re- 
sort of  the  best  people  of  their  community. 

In  noting  the  antecedents  of  Mr.  Schroeder.  we 
find  that  he  was  the  eldest  in  a  family  of  eleven 
children,  the  offspring  of  .lohn  A.  and  Sophy  M. 
(Ditzen)  Schroeder,  who  were  born  and  reared  in 
the  Grand  Duch3r  of  Oldenburg,  Germany-.  Of 
that  province  Henry  was  also  a  native  and  first 
opened  his  eyes  to  the  light,  Sept.  18,  18-11.  He 
spent  thirty  years  of  his  life  in  his  native  province 
and  then,  in  1871,  accompanied  his  parents  to 
America.  The  latter  settled  in  Davis  County, 
Iowa,  where  they  lived  for  a  period  of  ten  years, 
then  coming  to  AVashington  Count}',  this  State,  lo- 
cated in  Hanover,  where  they  now  live  retired 
from  active  labor.  John  Schroeder  is  now  seventy- 
seven  years  of  age  and  his  wife  ten  years  ^younger. 
Eight  of  their  children  are  now  living  and  are  resi- 
dents of  Kansas. 

Mr.  Schroeder  in  accordance  with  the  laws  and 
customs  of  his  native  country,  was  placed  in  school 
at  an  early  age  and  pursued  his  studies  quite 
steadily  until  a  lad  of  fourteen.  He  came  to  America 
a  single  man  and  remained  a  bachelor  until  ap- 
proaching the  forty-second  year  of  his  age.  He 
was  then  married  in  Hanover  Township  to  Mrs. 
Caroline  (Carstens)  Mueller.  This  lady  is  the 
daughter  of  Carl  D.  and  Annie  (Brandt)  Carstens, 
who  were  likewise  natives  of  Oldenburg  and  the 
father  a  blacksmith  by  trade.  The  wife  and 
mother  died  in  Germany  in  1868.  Mr.  Carstens 
is  still  living  in  his  native  country  and  is  now  well 
advanced  iu  years. 

Mrs.  Schroeder  is  the  eldest  in  a  family  of  nine 
children  and  was  l)()rn  J.in.  "28.  1851,  in  Olden- 
burg, Germany.     May   10,   1869.  she  became  the 


wife  of  Frederick  Mueller,  a  farmer  b}'  occupation, 
and  accompanied  him  to  America  the  same  year, 
settling  in  Washington  County,  Kan.     Mr.  Mueller 

I  departed  this  life  in  August,  1882.  Of  that  union 
there  were  born  five  children,  four  of  whom  are 
living,  viz:  William  Henry,  Charles  John,  Johanna 
and  Emil.  Of  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schroe- 
der there  is  one  child  only,  a  son,  Henr}', 
born  Aug.  3,  1883.  Mr.  Schroder  takes  an 
interest  in  local  affairs  and  votes  the  straight 
Democratic  ticket.  He  has  never  aspired  for 
office  but  has  served  as  Treasurer  in  School 
District  Xo.  99,  for  some  time.  Both  he  and  his 
wife  are  members  in  good  standing  of  the  German 
Lutheran  Church  at  Hanover.  They  number  their 
friends  by  the  score  among  the  good  people  of 
Washington  County.  They  appear  to  be  a  couple 
singularly  well  mated  and  their  domestic  life  forms 

I   a  picture  truly  delightful  to  look  upon. 

I  The  Schroeder  homestead  embraces  400  acres  of 
choice  land,  all  in  one  body  and  under  a  thorough 

[  state  of  cultivation.  Besides  the  family  residence 
there  is  another  <1  welling  with  all  the  necessary 
outbuildings,  occupied  by  a  tenant.    Mr.  Schroeder 

I   some  yeai-s  since  set  out  a  small  orchard,  which  he 

'  contemplates  enlarging  by  three  acres  in  the  near 
future.  He  has  100  grape  vines  and  several  varie- 
ties of  the  smaller  fruits.  His  farm  operations 
include  stock  raising,  and  the  present  year  (1889) 
he  has  ninety  head  of  cattle,  150  head  of  swine  and 

j   ten  good  work  horses. 


ESSRS.  CAMPBELL  &  VALENTINE,  ed- 
itors and  proprietors  of  the  Times,  pub- 
ished  at  Clay  Center,  are  conducting  the 
leading  paper  of  this  county,  a  journal 
having  a  large  circulation  and  wielding  a  sensible 
influence  among  its  citizens.  It  is  a  nine  column 
folio,  printed  at  home  and  enjoys  a  generous  adver- 
tising patronage.  The  office  is  thoroughly  equipped 
for  job  printing  of  all  kinds,  commercial,  pamphlet 
and  show  bills.  Its  i)resses  are  operated  by  steam 
and  there  is  in  connection  with  it  a  complete  stereo- 
typing  outfit,  rubber   stamp  manufactory,  and   in 
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fact  all  the  other  facilities  for  this  brancli  of  the 
business  to  be  found  in  the  larger  cities. 

The  Clay  Center  Tinws  was  established  in  1876 
at  Clifton,  bj'  F.  Cunningham,  under  the  name  of 
the  Localist,  but  a  few  years  later  was  removed  to 
the  county  seat  and  in  due  time  was  purchased  by 
Mr.  J.  P.  Campbell,  one  of  the  present  proprietors, 
soon  after  which  its  present  prosperity  commenced. 
Mr.  Campbell  was  a  newspaper  man  of  experience 
.ind  under  his  management  the  paper  at  once  im- 
proved and  was  established  on  a  firm  basis.  On  the 
1st  of  January,  1884,  Mr.  Campbell  sold  out  to  his 
present  partner,  Mr.  I).  A.  Valentine,  and  in  Au- 
gust, 1886,  the  latter  started  a  daily  edition  which 
he  continued  two  and  one- half  years.  Then  the 
hard  times  consequent  upon  j-ears  of  failure  of 
crops  in  Kansas  induced  the  proprietors  to  discon- 
tinue the  daily  edition.  Mr.  Campbell  had  during 
this  time,  in  March,  1887,  entered  into  partnership 
with  Mr.  Valentine.  AVhile  the  daily  was  running 
it  was  conceded  to  be  one  of  the  most  live,  newsy 
and  progressive  papers  ever  issued  in  Kansas. 

The  Times  is  Republican  in  politics  and  has 
always  been  an  important  factor  in  promoting  the 
growth  and  prosperity  of  the  city  and  county  whose 
interests  it  is  foremost  in  advocating  and  fostering. 
Its  proprietors  are  men  of  decided  views,  having 
the  welfare  of  the  community  at  heart  and  the 
Times  voices  their  sentiments  with  no  uncertair. 
sound.  John  P.  Campbell  is  a  native  of  Kentuciiy. 
born  in  Stanford,  Lincoln  County,  March  13,  1852. 
His  grandfather  on  the  paternal  side  was  a  resident  of 
that  State  and  there  his  father,  John  A.  Campl)ell, 
was  born  in  1820.  The  latter  learned  cabinet-mak- 
ing in  his  youth,  at  which  he  worked  until  some 
years  after  his  marriage,  which  took  place  in  Lin- 
coln County,  Ky.,  in  1844,  Miss  Nancy  E.  Emerson 
liecominghis  wife.  Mrs.  Campbell  was  also  a  na- 
tive of  Kentucky,  and  born  in  Cumberland  County, 
.Ian.  2.5,  1823.  She  is  living  and  is  a  resident  of 
Clay  Center,  this  State. 

John  Campbell  late  in  life  became  a  farmer,  own- 
ing land  in  Washington  County.  Ky.,  and  it  was 
while  working  on  this  place  that  he  endured  the 
shock  which  terminated  his  life.  He  first  became 
over  heated  in  the  harvest  field  and  then,  becoming 
chilled,  quick  consumption  ensued  which  terminated 


I    his  life,  July    14.   1854,  at  the    age  of    thirty-two 
years.     He  had  taken  a  somewhat  prominent   part 
in  local  politics,  being  a  stanch  Whig,  and  of  course 
as    a    Kentuckian,   was  an    admirer   of    the   great 
statesman,  Henry  Clay.  The  Campbell  family  were 
all  Whigs  before  the  war   and  all  became  Republi- 
cans during  its  progress.     The  father  of  our  subject 
was   appointed  Postmaster   of   Stanford  in    1842, 
under  the  administration   of  President  Tyler,    and 
held  the  office  until  his  death.     He  was  a    popular 
man  in  the  neighborhood  where  he  lived  and  exer- 
I   cised  a  considerable  influence.  Honest  and  upright, 
I    he  enjoyed  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  who  knew 
I    him. 

On  the  maternal   side  the  Emerson  family    were 
of  Scotch-Irish  extraction.     The  ancestor    who  im- 
migrated served    as  a   soldier  under  Washington 
during  the  Revolutionary  War  and  at  its  close  set- 
I    tied  in  Cumberland  Count3'.  Ky.,  near  the   Tennes- 
j   see  line,  where  he  died    in  the  ninety-ninth  year  of 
i    his  age.     His  descendants   became  lawyers  and  jur- 
i    ists  of  distinction  in  Kentucky  and  Tennessee.    Mr. 
j   and  Mrs.  John  A.  Campbell    had  five  sons,  but    no 
daughters.     Two  of  the  boj's    died    while  young. 
[    The  other  three  arc  yet  living.     William   P.,  is  a 
I    resident  of  Wichita,  this  State,   and  a    practicing 
lawyer.     For  nine  years  he  was  judge  of  the  Thir- 
I    teentli  Judicial  District  of  Kansas,  then  comprising 
j    the  counties  of  Butler,  Sedgwick,  Sumner,  Cowley, 
I    Elk  and  Chautauqua.     He  is  one  of  the  best  known 
residents  of  the  State  and  has  been  the  candidate  of 
the  Democratic   part3'    for   Associate  Justice  and 
Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court.     Francis  J., 
makes  his  home  at  Stanford   Ky.,  but  for    the  past 
ten  years  has  been  manager  of  the  old  Rock  Castle 
Springs,  a  summer  resort  in  the  mountains.      He  is 
a  man  of  marked  characteristics,  essentially  a  philan- 
thropist, doing  all  he  can  for    the  welfare   and  ad- 
vancement of  the  poorer  people    who  live  in  tliose 
mountains  and  is  greatly-  beloved  by  them.  He  has 
ministered  both  to  their  souls  and  bodies,  acting  in 
the  capacity  of  preacher,  doctor  and  ruler.   Should 
he  leave  them,  he  would  be  greatly-  missed  by  those 
who  have  learned  to  rely  implicitly  upon  him. 

John  P.  Campbell  is  the  youngest  of  the  three 
sons  living.  Until  twelve  years  old  he  continued  a 
resident  of  his  native  town,  attending  first  a  '-dis- 
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tiict"  school  and  afterward  Stanford  Semiuary.  At 
the  age  mentioned  he  commenced  an  apprentice- 
ship at  the  trade  of  saddlery  and  harness-making, 
but  not  liiiing  this  abandoned  it  after  a  few  months. 
He  then  embraced  the  opportunity  offered  to  enter 
the  office  of  the  Stanford  Banner,  the  first  paper 
published  in  that  place.  There  he  learned  the 
printer's  trade  and  while  yet  a  boy  became  foreman 
of  the  office.  Later,  leaving  that  employment,  he 
engaged  to  work  for  an  uncle  who  operated  a  saw- 
mill on  Rock  Castle  River  and  with  whom  he  staid 
about  one  year,  when  the  uncle,  who  was  a  lawyer, 
removed  to  Somerset,  Ky.,  and  young  John  was 
started  on  a  collegiate  course  in  that  city. 

Mr.  Campbell,  however,  did  not  complete  his 
college  course,  being  compelled  to  leave  by  the  de- 
parture of  his  uncle  and  he  returned  to  the  home  of 
his  mother,  who  had  taken  a  farm  in  Lincoln 
County,  Ky.  He  was  employed  the  following  year 
as  clerk  {n  a  store  until  the  building  was  burned. 
Then  at  the  age  of  seventeen  he  entered  the  employ 
of  W.  A.  Holland,  editor  of  the  Constitutionalist  at 
Newcastle,  Ky.,  with  whom  he  remained  two  years. 
He  was  then  engaged  at  his  old  home  as  clerk  in  a 
general  store  kept  by  Chenault  &  Hughes,  and  in 
that  capacity  spent  a  year. 

At  the  expiration  of  this  time  iMr.  Campbell 
caught  the  Kansas  fever,  coming  to  this  State  in 
September,  1870,  and  procuring  a  position  as  book- 
keeper in  the  Walnut  Valley  Bank  at  Eldorado. 
In  the  meantime  he  employed  his  leisure  hours  at 
sign-painting.  After  the  re  -organization  of  the  in- 
institution  as  the  First  National  Bank,  Mr.  Camp- 
bell was  made  Assistant  Cashier,  which  position  he 
held  until  February,  1874.  Then  at  the  solicita- 
tion of  the  directors  of  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Wichita,  he  resigned  to  accept  a  similar  position 
there.  In  March,  1875,  going  to  Osage  City  he 
established  the  Osage  City  Free  Press,  which  he 
conducted  fourteen  months,  then  selling  out  he,  in 
partnership  with  Charles  M.  Foulks,  embarked  in 
the  dr3'-goods  trade  at  Neosha  Fails  and  Osage 
City. 

The  above  venture  not  turning  out  as  lie  ex- 
pected, Mr.  Campbell,  at  the  end  of  six  mouths 
retired,  and  repairing  to  Clay  Center  purchased  the 
Dispatch,  tlien    the  only    [m[>i^v  published    in    the 


county.  This  he  conducted  very  successfully  until 
1880,  making  the  paper  both  profitable  and  in- 
fluential. In  January,  of  that  year,  he  sold  a  half 
Interest  to  Hon.  Wirt  W.  Walton  to  whom  he  gave 
the  editorial  management,  he  in  the  meantime 
starting  the  Republican  Valley  Bank,  a  private  in- 
stitution. In  1882  the  bankjwas  incorporated  under 
the  State  law.  In  November,  1883,  the  business 
was  sold  and  it  was  incorporated  under  the  National 
law  as  the  First  National  Bank  of  Clay  Center,  Mr. 
Campbell  retiring. 

The  next  enterprise  Mr.  Campbell  engaged  in 
was  the  purchase  of  the  Clay  Center  Times,  he 
having  sold  his  interest  in  the  Dispatch  to  D.  A. 
Valentine  and  bought  the  Times  while  still  con- 
nected with  the  bank.  He  retained  ownership 
until  January,  1884,  when  he  again  became  a  part- 
ner in  the  Dispatch  office,  but  in  August,  of  that 
year  he  retired  from  that  office  and  at  the  earnest 
solicitation  of  the  owners  of  the  bank,  he  took  it 
off  their  hands  and  re-organizing  it  became  its  Vice 
President,  serving  behind  the  counter  until  March, 
1887,  when  he  bought  his  present  interest  in  the 
Times.  He  has,  however,  always  retained  his  posi- 
tion of  Vice  President  in  the  bank. 

Mr.  Campbell  has  been  an  active  factor  in  the 
building  up  and  development  of  Cla^^  Center,  hav- 
ing erected  some  of  its  best  buildings,  both  for 
business  and  residence  purposes.  He  is  a  Director 
in  the  Loan  and  Building  Association  of  Clay  Cen- 
ter and  also  a  Director  in  the  bank  of  Wakefield, 
in  Clay  County.  He  is  Secretary  of  the  Kansas  & 
Boston  Investment  Companj'.  which  owns  large 
tracts  of  land  adjoining  the  cit}'  of  Clay  Center,  and 
in  every  project  tending  to  the  advancement  of  the 
city  or  county  he  takes  a  warm  interest. 

On  the  16th  of  May,  1876,  Mr.  Camiibell  w.as 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Ellen  L.,  daughter  of 
P.  E.  and  Catherine  Hosmer,  residents  of  Nashville, 
III.,  where  their  marriage  was  celebrated  and  where 
Mrs.  Campbell  was  born.  Feb.  1,  185.5.  They  have 
two  children — Ruth  Hosmer  and  Kenneth  Hosmer. 
One  child,  Donald  Emerson,  died  in  infancy.  Mr. 
Campbell  is  a  Trustee  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
in  Clay  Center.  A  stanch  Republican  in  politics, 
he  takes  a  warm  interest  in  the  success  of  the  party 
for  which  he  labors  ardently,  but  for  himself   does 
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not  seek  political  position.  Still  a  young  man,  he 
has  made  for  himself  an  enviable  position  in  busi- 
ness circles  and  has,  by  his  own  energy,  foresight 
and  good  judgment,  acquired  ample  means.  He 
deservedly  ranks  high  in  the  community  of  whicli 
he  is  a  member. 


^P,  NDREW  P.  PATTERSON  is  a  native  of 
i.@/lJ[     of  Sweden,  having  first  seen  the  light  near 

j  1  Cin'istianstad,  on  March  12,  1834.  He  was 
1^  reared  on  a  farm,  and  well  educated  in  tlie 

seliools  of  liis  native  country.  Having  arrived  at  a 
suitable  age,  he  learned  the  tailor's  trade  in  Chris- 
tianstad,  and  afterward  worked  at  the  same  in 
C'oijenhagen,  Lubec,  Hamburg  and  Hanover.  Con- 
cluding that  the  New  World  afforded  him  a  better 
field  for  his  energies  and  the  upbuilding  of  iiis  for- 
tunes, he  took  passage  from  Hamburg  on  a  sailing 
vessel  bound  for  the  United  States,  landing  at 
New  York  City,  Oct.  24,  1863,  after  a  voyage  of 
six  and  a  half  weeks. 

After  reaching  America  Mr.  Patterson's  first  lo- 
cation was  in  Brooklyn.  N.  Y.,  where  he  worked  at 
his  trade  about  a  year.  Thence  he  went  to  New 
Boston,  111.,  where  his  brother  Olaf  had  previouslj' 
located,  and  with  whom  he  sojourned  a  short  time. 
Thence  he  went  to  Burlington,  Iowa,  and  from 
there  to  Chicago,  III.,  working  at  his  trade  about 
two  years  there.  In  1866  he  came  to  Kansas,  stop- 
ping at  Manhattan  for  a  few  days.  He  then  sent 
his  wife  to  Morganville,  where  her  fatiier  had  lo- 
cated, and  himself  went  to  Lawrence  to  get  work. 
His  father-in-law  was  poor  and  our  subject  assisted 
in  the  support  of  the  family.  A  few  months  later 
Mr.  Patterson  came  to  Clay  County  and  home- 
steaded  160  acres  on  section  1,  Sherman  Township, 
where  he  now  lives.  He  had  previously  pre-empted 
eighty  acres  on  section  22,  Clay  Center  Township, 
and  upon  that  claim  his  father- in-law  spent  the 
rest  of  his  life. 

When  Mr.  Patterson  located  on  the  farm  which 
he  now  occupies  he  built  a  log-house  14x16  feet, 
which  was  the  family  residence  for  several  yeais. 
During  that  time  he  improved  his  farm,  erecting 
various  outbuildings,  and  planting  an  orchard  and 


many  forest  trees.  He  now  has  a  valuable  farm, 
well-tilled,  and  furnished  with  stables,  cribs,  gra- 
naries, etc.  The  present  residence  is  a  substantial 
frame  house,  comfortably  furnished,  and  neatly 
kept  by  the  excellent  house-keei)er  who  presides 
over  it. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  wcie  Par  and  Giinila 
(Muslander)  Parson,  of  Swedish  ancestry  and  na- 
tivity. They  belonged  to  the  Lutheran  Church. 
Mr,  Patterson's  maternal  grandfather  was  for  many 
years  the  organist  in  his  church. 

In  Burlington,  Iowa,  Mr.  Patterson  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Louisa,  daughter  of  S.  Lin- 
gering, the  bride  being  of  Swedish  parentage  and 
ancestrj-,  and  the  family,  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Church.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Patterson  three  chil- 
dren have  been  born,  namely;  Ida,  (now  deceased), 
Aaron  and  John. 

The  family  of  Mr.  Patterson  are  identified  with 
tlie  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  is  a  success- 
ful farmer,  a  good  neighbor,  and  a  man  of  upright 
character,  and  is  one  of  the  most  highly  respected 
citizens  of  the  township.  Mrs.  Patterson's  mother, 
who  was  a  native  of  Sweden,  came  to  Ame- 
rica with  her  husband  in  1856,  and  located  in  New 
Sweden,  Iowa,  where  they  lived  several  years  and 
then  went  to  Biggsville,  III.,  where  they  lived  until 
1867.  when  they  came  to  Kansas.  In  1887  they 
went  back  to  Sweden  where  the  father  was  taken  ill 
and  died.  The  mother  now  makes  her  home  with 
onr  subject. 

A  view  of  the  family  residence  of  the  Pattersons 
is  presented  on  anotiier  page,  and  reflects  credit 
upon  its  proprietor  and  builder. 


-:^^^^il^ 


ARILS  M.  WA  TSON  is  one  of  the  enter- 
prising and  progressive  farmers  of  AVash- 
ington  County-.  His  home  is  located  in 
Coleman  Township,  and  comprises  eighty 
acres  of  fine  land,  which  he  has  brought  to  a  high 
state  of  cultivation.  He  has  set  out  about  100 
apple  and  peach  trees,  grapes  and  a  variety  of  small 
fruits. 

Mr.  Watson   is  a   native   of    Bloomiugton,  Ind.. 
where  he  was  born  April  24,  1838.     There  he  was 
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reareil.  nnd  received  an  excellent  education  in  the 
common  school  branches.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
two  he  went  to  Champaign,  111.,  where  he  remained 
about  a  year.  He  then,  at  the  breaking  out  of  the 
Civil  War.  returned  to  his  home  in  Indiana  and 
enlisted  in  Company  F..  82d  Indiana  Infantry. 
He  took  part  in  the  Kentucky  campaign,  and  the 
battles  of  Perrysville.  Murstreesboro,  Chickamauga, 
Missionary  Ridge  and  all  the  engagements  between 
Chattanooga  and  Atlanta.  Among  those  of  the 
latter  Campaign  were  Buzzard's  Roost,  Resaca, 
Kenesaw  Mountain  and  the  Siege  of  Atlanta.  Af- 
ter the  capture  of  the  latter  place,  JNIr.  Watson  was 
taken  sick,  and  was  sent  East  to  the  hospitals.  Two 
months  before  the  expiration  of  the  three  years 
for  which  he  had  enlisted,  he  was  discharged  at  the 
Madison,  Ind.,  Hospital,  for  disability. 

Returning  to  Illinois  he  took  up  his  abode  near 
Gridley,  McLean  County,  on  a  farm.  There  he 
lived  for  six  years,  thence  removing  to  the  south- 
western part  of  Cedar  County,  Mo.,  where  he 
bought  a  farm.  After  a  residence  there  of  four 
_years  he  sold  out  and  went  to  Black  Hawk  County. 
Iowa,  where  he  lived  about  six  years.  From  that 
State  he  came  to  Kansas,  and  settled  where  he  now 
resides. 

Mr.  Watson  was  married  in  his  native  place,  on 
New  Years  Day,  1859.  The  j'oung  lady  with 
whom  he  was  united  was  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
Abraliam  and  Susan  (Whisnand)  Young  of  that 
place,  formerl3-  of  Kentucky.  The  marriage  has 
been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  seven  children.  Mary 
S.,  the  eldest  child,  is  the  wife  of  John  McKee,  a 
minister  of  the  Christian  Church,  now  living  in 
Milwaukee,  Wis.  James  is  living  with  his  parentg. 
He  was  married  but  a  few  months  since.  Stella  G., 
a  young  lady  of  eighteen  years  is  now  attending 
school  at  Milwaukee.  She  is  perfecting  herself  for 
the  position  of  teacher,  having  already  labored  in 
that  profession.  OUie  is  a  young  miss  still  at 
home.  Claude  D.,  Blanche  and  the  infant  complete 
the  family. 

Going  back  three  generations  in  the  Watson  line, 
we  find  James  Watson  of  Virginia,  who  emigrated 
to  Kentucky  at  an  early  day.  His  wife,  in  her 
maidenhood,  a  Miss  Sanders,  was  the  mother  of 
seven  ciiildrcn.      The    next  in   the   direft   line  was 


I'.  H.  AVatsou,    who   was   born   in   Kentucky.     He 

I  married  Miss  Mary  A.  Alexander,  daughter  of 
James  Alexander  of  the  Blue  Grass  State.  They 
made  their  home  in    Indiana,  where  their  son,  our 

;   subject,  was  born. 

'  Mr.  Watson  is  a  Republican  and  is  not  sparing 
in  his  endeavors  to  promote  the  interests  of  his 
party.     He  is  now  serving  as  Trustee  for  his  town- 

I  ship.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Chris- 
tian Church.     He  is  a  fine  example  of  a  Christian 

•   gentleman,  and  is  a  reliable,  public  spirited  citizen. 


1^ 


^^H'GrST  WINKLER.  The    Fatherland  has 
v^O     been    largely     represented    in     the    early 
jl  I&    settlement  of   Kansas,    and    its  sons    have 
^'  proved     themselves    worthy   of    mention 

among  its  best  citizens.  The  subject  of  this  sketch, 
a  pioneer  of  1858,  acquired  160  acres  of  wild  land 
in  Center  Township,  and  by  a  course  of  industry 
and  perseverance  extended  his  possessions,  until  at 
the  time  of  his  decease,  Feb.  17,  1885,  at  the  age  of 
fifty-six  years,  he  was  the  owner  of  over  "OO 
broad  acres  and  a  half  interest  in  two  mills.  He 
was  born  in  Germany,  in  1830  and  lived  thereuntil 
a  man  of  twenty-eight  years,  acquiring  his  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools  and  learned  the  miller's 
trade.  Mr.  Winkler  on  the  3rd  of  May,  1853, 
set  out  from  Hamburg  to  the  United  States  and 
landed  in  New  York  after  a  severe  voyage  of  sev- 
eral weeks;  he  then  made  his  way  to  Toledo  and 
there  was  variously  employed  for  some  time,  and 
in  1855  returned  to  his  native  home  and  remained 
a  little  less  than  a  year  when  he  again  set  out  for 
America,  and  upon  reaching  it  he  at  once  sought 
the  western  wilds,  locating  in  Center  Township, 
Riley  Co.,  Kan.,  where  he  afterward  made  his 
home. 

Mr.  Winkler  remained  a  single  man  for  about  six 
years  after  coming  to  America,  and  was  then  mar- 
ried in  Center  Township,  to  Miss  Anna  Vogler. 
Aug.  13,  1864.  Mrs.  Winkler  was  born  in  the 
Kingdom  of  Wurtemberg.  Germany,  Sept.  17, 
1834,  and  came  to  .Vmerica  with  her  brother  in 
1862.  She  occupies  the  homestead  left  b.y  lier  hus- 
band, and  is  widely  and  favorably  know  through- 
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out  Center  Township.  There  were  born  to  iierand 
her  husb.anrl  three  children — Amelia,  William  and 
Herman.  The  daughter  is  the  wife  of  of  Otto  Bucli- 
heim.  a  general  merchant  at  Winkler's  Mills  and 
who  is  represented  elsewhere  in  this  volume.  The 
sons  remain  with  their  mother  on  the  farm,  which 
tliey  operate,  together  with  the  Blue  River  roller 
mill.  Mrs.  Winkler  was  reared  in  the  doctrines  of 
the  Lutheran  Church  to  which  she  still  adheres,  at- 
tending services  at  Leonardville.  The  homestead 
forms  one  of  the  most  valuable  estates  in  Center 
Township,  and  was  built  up,  as  were  tliej'  all.  by 
the  hand  of  thrift  and  industry.  It  is  ehietty  de- 
voted to  general  farming  and  a  goodly  assortment 
of  live-stock. 


AMUEL  KIMBLE,  Sr.  The  subject  of 
this  biography  is  a  man  who  has  had  a 
wide  experience  of  life  in  its  various 
s  and  one  who  has  exhibited  more 
than  ordinary  energy  and  perseverance  under  the 
dirticulties  common  to  the  lot  of  man.  He  has 
met  with  losses  and  crosses  like  most  of  his  fellow- 
men,  but,  with  an  energy  which  acknowledges  no 
such  word  as  "  fail,"  he  recovered  himself  eat  h 
time,  and  is  nowone  of  the  most  wealthy  and  pros- 
lierous  men  of  his  coramunit}'.  His  possessions 
embrace  2,200  acres  of  land,  nearly  all  in  one  body, 
and  mostly  in  tame  grass,  being  largely  devoted  to 
stock-raising.  During  the  present  year  (1889)  Mr. 
Kimble  is  feeding  100  head  of  cattle,  forty  head  of 
swine  and  ten  horses,  and  he  proposes  in  the  near 
future  to  add  largely  to  the.se. 

When  Mr.  Kimble  first  came  to  Riley  County 
there  were  few  settlei's  within  its  limits.  He  has 
watched  with  absorbing  interest  the  growth  and 
development  of  Northern  Kansas,  and  has  contrib- 
uted his  share  in  bringing  the  now  prosperous  com - 
monwealth  to  its  present  condition.  He  came  here 
with  comparatively  little  means,  his  own  accumula- 
tions, but,  like  the  wise  man  of  Scripture,  he  has 
been  enabled  to  add  to  his  talent  tenfold.  His 
homestead  is  embellished  with  a  fine  stone  residence 
l)ul  up  in  1864.  and  which,  although  encountering 
the  sluims  of  a  (juarter  of  a  century,  seems  as  sub- 


stantial as  when  first  built.  He  has  two  stone 
barns,  one  erected  in  1874,  and  the  other  five  years 
later.  The  other  buildings,  devoted  to  the  storage 
of  grain  and  the  shelter  of  stock,  are  amply  adapted 
to  the  purposes  for  which  they  were  designed. 

A  native  of  Chester  County,  Pa.,  Mr.  Kimble 
was  born  Feb.  7,  1822,  and  was  the  second  in  a 
family  of  seven  children,  the  offspring  of  .lames  and 
Mary  Ann  (Loney)  Kimble,  the  former  a  native  of 
the  Keystone  State  and  the  latter  born  in  the  city 
of  Dublin,  Ireland,  although  reared  in  Pennsylva- 
nia. The  parents  were  married  in  the  latter  State, 
where  the}'  lived  a  few  years  afterward,  then  emi- 
grated to  Noble  County,  Ohio,  of  which  the^-  were 
residents  about  twenty  years.  We  next  find  them 
in  McDonough  County,  111.,  where  the  mother 
died.  James  Kimble  in  1879  came  to  Kansas  and 
made  his  home  with  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Sam  Hous- 
ton, until  his  decease,  which  occurred  in  1880. 
Only  three  children  of  the  parental  family  are  liv- 
ing, those  besides  our  subject  being  Mrs.  Nancy 
Nelson,  and  Jlrs.Tabitha  Houston,  residents  of  Iowa 
and  Kansas  respectively. 

Samuel  Kimble  grew  to  manhood  in  the  Buckeye 
State  and  learned  the  trade  of  a  carpenter  which  he 
followed  until  coming  to  Kansas.  When  twenty- 
five  years  of  age  he  was  married  April  8,  1847,  to 
Miss  Mary  Ann,  daughter  of  Francis  Petty,  the 
latter  a  native  of  Canada.  Mrs.  Kimble  was  next 
to  the  youngest  of  the  six  children  born  to  her 
l)arents,  her  birth  occurring  Nov.  8,  1826.  in 
Guernsey  County,  Ohio.  Soon  after  their  marriage 
the  newly  wedded  pair  took  up  their  abode  in 
Noble  County,  Ohio,  where  they  lived  until  1860. 
That  year,  coming  to  Kansas,  they  settled  on  a 
tract  of  prairie  land  in  Manhattan  Township,  which 
Mr.  Kimble  purchased  and  whicli  is  now  Included 
in  his  present  farm. 

Eight  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Kimble,  six  of  whom  are  living.  Joseph  is  a  resi- 
dent of  Manhattan  Township;  Francis  Byron  lives 
in  Wild  Cat  Township;  Samuel,  Jr.,  is  a  practicing 
attorney  of  Manhattan  City;  Mary  Ann  is  the  wife 
of  David  Carnahan,  a  native  of  Saline  County,  this 
State;  Martha  is  the  wife  of  Thomas  Murphy,  of 
Wild  Cat  Township;  Emma  remains  at  home  with 
her    (larcnts.      Mr.    Kimble  is  conservalivo   in  poll- 
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tics  and  votas  the  straight  Democratic  ticket.  He 
has  officiated  as  Road  (Jverseer  and  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Scliool  Board  in  his  district  almost 
from  the  time  of  coming  here. 

In  1865  Mr.  Kimble  was  one  of  a  company  of 
men  organized  to  build  the  Rock  Ford  gristmill, 
an  undertaking  which  involved  the  outlay  of  a 
snug  sum  of  hard  cash  and  required  considerable 
resolution  and  perseverance  to  accom[)lish.  When 
everything  was  in  readiness  to  work,  a  flood  in 
the  Big  Blue  partially  destroyed  the  dam  and  some 
of  the  members  of  the  company  refused  to  sub- 
scribe money  for  repairs.  A  joint  stock  companj- 
was  then  organized,  witli  E.  B.  Purcell  as  presi- 
dent. This  individual  secured  the  assistance  of 
Eastern  capitalists,  and  Mr.  Kimble  was  frozen  out 
of  the  firm,  entailing  a  loss  to  him  of  $10,000. 
This  was  a  large  sum  to  lose  at  that  time  and  in 
this  section  of  country;  and  this  does  not  include  all 
which  he  has  lost,  as  u[)on  the  collapse  of  the  Blue 
Valley  Bank,  which  closed  its  doors  in  1888,  he  had 
upon  deposit  $16,000.  Considering  where  he 
stands  to-day,  and  how  he  has  recovered  from  his 
losses,  it  must  be  acknowledged  that  he  is  a  man  of 
more  than  ordinary'  perseverance  and  courage.  He 
is  held  in  that  respect  by  his  fellow-citizens  which 
is  tacitly  accorded  the  man  who  has  been  enabled 
to  surmount  the  obstacles  placed  in  his  path,  and 
who  has  never  allow^ed  himself  to  give  waj'  to  dis- 
couragement under  any  circumstances.  '  He  has 
one  of  the  finest  stock  farms  in  Northern  Kansas  — 
in  fact,  if  he  dees  not  now,  he  will  soon  stand  at  the 
head  of  this  industry  here. 

It  is  eminently  fitting  that  the  portrait  of  Mr. 
Kimble  should  be  employed  to  assist  in  embellish- 
ing this  volume,  and  we  therefore  give  it  place  on 
another  page. 

•   oiio  ' 

,^^  AMUEL  S.  WELCH,  M.  D.,  one  of  the 
J^^^   oldest    physicians    of  Franklin    Township, 

(U^^  has  been  established  at  Hollenberg  for  over 
thirteen  years  and  has  become  widely  and 
favorably  known  among  its  people.  He  is  a  con- 
scientious practitioner  and  has  been  uniformly 
successful,  while  as  a  member  of  the  community, 
he  is  classed  among  its  leading  men.      He  was  born 


in  Stark  County,  Ohi<i,  July  24,  1829,  and  is  the 
son  of  John  and  Susann.ah  (Shuster)  Welch,  who 
were  natives  respectively  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  and 
Washington  County,  Pa. 

The  Welch  family  is  of  Irish  extraction  and  was 
first  represented  in  the  United  States,  probably 
during  the  Colonial  days.  John  Welch  was  born 
in  1777  and  learned  the  trade  of  a  brickmaker 
which  he  carried  on  in  connection  with  farming 
pursuits.  The  parents  were  married  in  Pennsyl- 
vania whence  they  removed  to  Ohio,  where  the 
father  died  when  nearly  seventy-five  years  old. 
The  mother  had  passed  away  some  years  prior  to 
the  decease  of  her  husband,  aged  fifty-three.  Tiic 
household  circle  included  ten  children,  all  of  whom 
lived  to  mature  years.  Lucinda,  the  eldest  of  the 
family,  became  the  wife  of  Nelson  Tracy,  and  died  in 
Ohio;  Daniel  died  when  a  promising  young  man  of 
twenty  years;  James  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-six; 
Margaret  married  and  resides  in  Indiana;  John  is  a 
resident  of  Jefferson  County,  Iowa;  Susannah  be- 
came the  wife  of  Wesley  Minor  and  died  in  Tus- 
carawas County,  Ohio ;  Catherine  married  Samuel 
Albaugh,  and  lives  in  Ohio;  -Samuel  S.,  our  subject; 
George  died  at  the  age  of  twenty  seven  years;  Will- 
iam is  a  resident  of  Stark  County.  Ohio,  and  mar- 
ried Miss  Jane  Smith. 

Mr.  AVelch  received  an  excellent  education. 
After  leaving  the  primary  school  he  attended  the 
Academy  at  Twinsburg,  Ohio,  and  later,  Ilagers- 
town  Academy.  Finally  he  entered  Richmond 
College,  and  there  completed  his  studies.  Subse- 
quently he  taught  school  for  a  number  of  terms. 
In  1855  he  entered  upon  the  study  of  medicine 
under  the  instruction  of  Dr.  R.  R.  Hall,  of  Fair- 
field, Iowa,  and  commenced  the  practice  of  his 
chosen  profession  in  Marion,  that  State.  Later  he 
removed  to  Clark  County.  During  the  progress  of 
the  Civil  War,  he,  in  1864,  enlisted  in  the  service 
and  officiated  as  Hospital  Steward  and  Surgeon  for 
eighteen  months. 

Dr.  Welch  retired  from  the  army  at  the  close  of 
the  war,  returning  to  Clark  County,  Iowa,  but 
on  account  of  failing  health,  was  unable  to 
ride  and  so  took  up  tlie  practice  of  dentistry 
which  he  followed  for  five  years  in  Kingston, 
Mo.     From    there  lie   went    to    Shawnee,  Johnson 
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Co.,  Kan.,  where  he  resumed  the  practice  of  mefli- 
ciiie  in  connection  with  dentistry.  He  left  there 
about  187G,  removing  to  Washington  County  and 
Ideating  on  a  farm.  He  prosecuted  agriculture  in 
connection  with  the  practice  of  his  professional 
duties  until  1883,  then  removing  toHollenberg  lias 
since  given  his  entire  attention  to  his  profession. 

Tlie  Doctor  while  a  resident  of  Ohio,  was  married 
in  1854,  to  Miss  Margaretta,  daughter  of  George 
and  Margaretta  (Kline)  Christofel.  Mrs.  Welch 
was  born  in  Wayne  County,  Ohio,  Sept.  7,  1834. 
Her  parents  were  natives  of  Bavaria,  (ierman}'. 
where  tiiey  were  reared  and  married,  and  whence 
they  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  settling  in 
Wayne  County,  Ohio.  There  the  father  died  and 
later  the  mother  removed  to  Sandusky  City,  where 
she  too  passed  away.  They  were  the  parents  of  the 
following  children,  one  of  whom  died  in  Germany 
and  one  died  in  Ohio  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years, 
(ieorge  and  Adam,  likewise  died  in  Ohio,  tlie  latter 
in  Sandusky  City.  Jacob  enlisted  in  the  Union 
service  and  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Stone  River 
after  having  rendered  gallant  service  in  the  80th 
Ohio  Infantr}',  in  which  he  held  a  Captain's  com- 
mission. Catherine  became  the  wife  of  Christ 
Correll  and  is  a  resident  of  Sandusky  City,  Ohio; 
.lulia  married  Walter  Carlisle  and  they  live  in 
Colorado;  Frederick,  during  the  war  served  as 
First  Lieutenant  of  Company  K,  in  the  15th  Iowa 
Infantry,  and  is  now  a  resident  of  Knoxville.  Iowa; 
Margaretta,  Mrs.  Welch,  was  the  youngest  of  the 
family.  The  mother  after  the  death  of  her  hus- 
band was  married  a  second  time  and  became  the 
mother  of  a  son — Daniel  Rider — who  during  the 
Rebellion  served  as  a  member  of  Company  K,  16th 
Illinois  Infantry,  from  the  beginning  until  the 
close  of  the  war.  He  was  badly  wounded  at  the 
battle  of  Corinth,  but  upon  his  recovery  refused  to 
accept  his  discharge  and  remained  with  his  com 
rades  until  they  were  all  mustered  out.  He  is  now 
a  resident  of  Parkerville,  this  State. 

To  our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  there  liave 
been  born  four  children — one  of  whom,  Willie  L.. 
died  in  early  childhood.  Their  eldest  sou  living, 
N'irgil  C,  is  editor  of  the  Alma  Enterprise  in  this 
State;  Pearl  E.  is  married  .and  lives  at  Oketo,  Kan.; 
Cora  May  is  the  wife  of  F.  N.  Martin  and   lives  in 


Kansas.  Dr.  Welch,  politically,  is  a  stanch  Re- 
publican and  keeps  himself  well  posted  upon  State 
and  National  affairs.  He  finds  his  religious  home 
in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  where  he  has 
found  consolation  for  the  last  forty  years.  Mrs. 
Welch  has  been  a  member  of  this  church  for  thirty- 
two  years  and  is  alwaj's  active  in  church  and  Sun- 
day-school work.  The  Doctor  is  a  charter  member 
of  Gettysburg  Post,  No.  70,' G.  A.  R.,  in  which  he 
has  served  as  Commander.  He  also  belongs  to  the 
I.  O.  O.  F.  Lodge.  Xo.  182.  ;it  IloUenburg. 


^^1  LVIN  A.  YOUNG  (deceased)  was  one  of 
WfiM    the  founders    of  the    town  of    Greenleaf, 

,11  m  Washington  County,  where  he  started  the 
i^  first  store  and  built  and  operated  the  first 

steam  elevator.  His  history  will  be  in  many  par- 
ticulars, a  history  of  the  development  of  the  town 
where  he  was  for  a  number  of  years  an  influential 
resident. 

Mr.  Young  was  born  in  Farmingtou,  Wis.,  Oct. 
y,  1851.  (For  ancestry  see  sketch  of  J.  O.  Young 
of  Washington).  He  was  reared  to  manhood  in 
liis  native  place  and  continued  to  reside  there  until 
1876.  At  that  date  he  removed  to  Greenleaf  and 
bought  the  first  lot  sold  there,  u|3on  which  he 
started  his  store.  He  continued  in  the  mercantile 
business  for  a  few  years  and  then  went  into  the 
grain  and  stock  business.  After  a  few  years  in  that 
occupation  he  sold  out,  in  January,  1888,  and  trav- 
eled over  the  West  in  search  of  health.  His  quest 
was  unavailing,  however,  and  in  May  he  returned 
to  this  county  where  he  breathed  his  last.  May  23, 
at  Washington. 

A.  few  years  after  coming  to  Kansas,  Mr.  Y'oung 
bought  a  farm  of  160  acres  on  section  5,  Greenleaf 
Township,  where  considerable  attention  was  paid 
by  him  to  stock  liusiness.  To  him  is  due  the  honor 
of  the  introduction  of  Holstein  cattle  into  this 
county.  He  was  at  one  time  Vice-President  of  the 
National  Bank  at  Greenleaf.  He  was  Justice  of 
the  Peace  aad  held  many  other  minor  offices.  Po- 
litically he  was  a  Republican.  Possessed  of  an  ex- 
cellent education,  having  attended  Hillsdale  College 
at  Hillsdale,  Mich.,  having  earned   the  money  for 
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his  tuition  by  torching  school,  he  toolc  an  active 
interest  in  all  educational  matters.  For  many  years 
before  his  death  he  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church  and  took  an  active  part  in  its  work.  He 
was  in  easy  financial  circumstances,  and  contributed 
liberally  to  the  support  of  the  church  and  other 
Sfood  works.  In  his  death  Greenleaf  lost  one  of  her 
most  upright  men  and  honored  citizens. 

Mr.  Young  was  married  Aug.  21,  1873,  to  Miss 
Mary  S.  Friedemann  of  Milwaukee,  Wis.  She 
was  born  in  Addison,  Washington  County,  Wis., 
April  20,  1852,  and  is  a  daughter  of  John  G.  and 
Mary  E.  (Young)  Friedemann.  Her  parents  were 
natives  of  Germany,  who  came  to  America  when 
they  were  children,  and  were  married  in  Addison. 
The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Young  resulted  in  the 
birth  of  three  children,  Byron  E.,  Newton  E.,  and 
Charlie  A.  Mrs.  Young  now  resides  on  the  farm 
two  miles  north  of  Greenleaf.  She  is  a  lady  of  fine 
character,  and  is  training  her  children  to  be  worthy 
followers  in  the  footsteps  of  their    deceased  father. 

^inijENNETT  L  H.  HOUSE  is  a  descendant  of 
Jl^V  f^'"*''^^  ^^^  ^o''  several  generations  have 
(^)J|'  been  inhabitants  of  Virginia,  but  of  re- 
■^s^r*^  mote  German  extra  aion.  His  grandfather, 
Abraham  House,  was  a  millwright  and  miller.  His 
father,  Jacob,  was  born  in  Rockingham  County, 
Va.,  and  followed  various  pursuits  during  his 
life.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  in  good  cir- 
cumstances. The  mother  of  our  subject  was,  in  her 
maidenhood.  Miss  Jane  Hudkins.  She  was  born  in 
Barbour  County,  in  what  is  now  West  Virginia, 
in  1822,  and  died  in  1879.  She  was  the  daughter 
of  Richard  Hudkins,  also  a  Virginian,  who  was  en- 
gaged in  farming  until  his  death,  which  took  place 
when  he  was  very  old.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jacob  House 
became  the  parents  of  eight  children— Elizabeth  A.. 
Judith  A.,  Almira  E.,  Elam,  Bennett  I.  H.,  Em- 
iline  J.,  Harriet  S.,  and  John  J.,  all  of  whom  are 
now  living. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  was  born  in 
Barbour  County,  W.  Va..  Dec.  2,  1845,  and  was 
reared  upon  a  farm.  He  followed  agriculture  in 
his  native  State  until  1873.  when  he  came  to  Wash- 


ington County.  He  located  cm  section  20,  Sher- 
man Township,  where  he  obtained  160  .acres  of 
land  under  the  Homestead  Act.  He  has  spent  one 
year  in  Palmer  engaged  in  stock-dealing.  With 
that  excepti  )n  he  has  been  a  continuous  resident  of 
his  homestead  since  his  first  settlement  upon  it. 
He  pays  his  principal  attention  to   stock  business, 

I    but  also  carries  on  general  farming. 

I       At  the  residence  of  the  bride's  sister,  Mrs.  B.  M. 

j  Gall,  in  Barbour  County,  W.  Va.,  on  Feb.  22,  1871, 
the  rites  of  wedlock  were  performed  between  Mr. 
House  and  Miss  Harriet  E.  Kerr.  She  was  born  in 
that  county,  Dec.  25,  1851,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
Daniel  B.  and  Matilda  (Dickinson)  Kerr.  Both 
parents  were  natives  of  West  "Virginia.  The  father 
was  a  mason  by  trade,  but  wag  principally  engaged 
in  farming.  He  was  identified  with  the  United 
Brethren  Church.  Mr.  House  and  his  estimable 
wife  have  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  eight  chil- 

j  dren :  The  first  born,  Elkim  M.,  died  at  the  age  of 
four  years,  and  the  next  to  the  youngest  born  died 
in  infancy.  The  survivors  are:  Emma  A.,  Wal- 
ter B.,  Effle  F.,  Laura  D.,  Claudia  B.,  and  Lloyd  B. 
Mr.  House  is  interested  in  the  cause   of   educa- 


tion, and  has  been  connected  with  the  School  Board 
j  of  this  township.  He  holds  membership  in  several 
I  social  organizations.  He  belongs  to  the  Lone  Star 
Lodge,  No.  168,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  at  Palmer;  to  the 
A.  0.  U.  W.,  No.  166.  S.  K.  at  Palmer,  and  to  the 
A.  O.  U.  W.,  No.  61,  Sherman  Legion.  Intelligent, 
enterprising  and  genial,  and  possessed  of  excellent 
principles,  Mr.  House  stands  high  in  the  regard  of 
the  citizens  among  whom  he  has  cast  his  lot. 


-^-^ 


i-«~s- 


S^PHRAIM  ST.  JOHN.  One  of  the  old-time 
»]  maxims  is  "  Be  sure  you  are  right,  then  go 
/*' — <^  ahead."  The  man  of  deliberation  and  fore- 
thought usually  wins  the  race  in  the  end,  and  is 
one  whose  last  days  are  seldom  embittered  with  the 
result  of  hasty  action.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
is  peculiar  in  this  respect,  being  a  man  who  weighs 
well  each  important  action,  and  one  whose  good 
judgment  seldom  leads  him  astray.  He  has  thus 
made  for  himself  an  honorable  and  dignified  record. 
He  is  one  of  the  representative  men  of  Riley  County, 
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and  a  resident  of  Zeandale  Township,  where  he 
has  a.  well  regulated  farm  of  eighty  acres,  on  sec- 
tion 23.  He  occupies  a  substantial  stone  house, 
which,  with  its  surroundings,  impresses  the  passer- 
liy  with  its  air  of  comfort  and  plenty. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Walton, 
Delaware  Co.,  N.  Y..  Sept.  15,  1838.  and  was  the 
fifth  in  a  family  of  seven  cliildren,  the  offspring  of 
Ephraim.  Sr.,  and  Amelia  (Goodrich)  St.  John, 
who  were  likewise  horn  in  that  county.  The 
parents,  after  marriage,  continued  their  abo<le  there, 
where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives. 
lOphraim  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native 
county,  making  his  home  with  his  parents,  acquir- 
ing a  common-school  education  and  assisting  in 
the  labors  of  the  farm  until  a  young  man  of  twenty 
years.  Tlien  in  the  spring  of  1859  he  came  to  the 
Territory  of  Kansas  and  pre-empted  eighty  acres 
of  land,  which  is  now  included  in  his  present  farm, 
and  where  he  has  since  resided.  The  country  was 
then  a  wild,  uncultivated  tract,  over  which  In- 
dians and  wild  animals  roamed  unrestrained.  The 
outlook  was  such  as  to  try  the  most  courageous 
spirit,  but  Mr.  St.  John  was  equal  to  the  emergency, 
and  maintained  his  residence  here  amid  the  various 
difficulties  and  drawbacks  with  which  the  early  his- 
tory of  Kansas  was  pregnant.  He  lived  in  the 
most  economical  manner  during  those  first  years, 
cultivating  his  land  and  effecting  improvements 
until  he  had  attained  a  solid  foothold  financially. 

Mr.  St.  John  was  first  married  in  Manhattan 
Township,  in  the  fall  of  1861,  to  Miss  Romania  B. 
Persons.  This  lady  was  born  in  Connecticut,  and 
died  at  the  homestead,  in  Zeandale  Township,  in 
the  spring  of  1867.  Of  this  union  there  was  born 
one  child.  Mr.  St.  John  contracted  a  second  mar- 
riage in  the  spring  of  1869,  at  Hamden,  Delaware 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  with  Miss  Alice  J.  Mallory.  This  lady 
was  likewise  a  native  of  Delaware  County,  N.  Y., 
and  was  born  June  22.  1851.  Of  her  union  with 
our  subject  there  is  one  child  only,  a  daughter, 
Lillian  A.,  a  young  lady  of  much  promise,  who  is 
now  a  student  at  the  Agricultural  College. 

Mr.  St.  John,  politically,  supports  the  principh^s 
of  the  Republican  party,  and  with  his  wife  belongs 
to  the  Manhattan  (irange.  He  has  served  as  a 
County    Commissioner    three    years,    likewise    as 


Township  Trustee,  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  Town- 
ship Clerk.  He  is  a  man  prompt  to  meet  his  busi- 
ness obligations,  and  one  whose  word  is  considered 
as  good  as  his  bond. 


#«* ^ 


U ALTER  F.  CARTER,  Justice  of  the  Peace 
at  Clay  Center,  has  entered  upon  an  hon- 
W^J  orable  aud  worthy  career,  being  a  man  still 
young  in  years,  and  one  who  has  made  many  friends 
during  his  sojourn  in  Northern  Kansas.  He  was 
born  in  Fr.anklin,  Tenn.,  Oct.  12,  1854,  and  lived 
there  until  the  spring  of  1870,  being  then  in  the 
sixteenth  year  of  his  .age.  His  f.ather,  Moscow  B. 
Carter,  was  born  at  the  same  homestead  as  his  son, 
and  still  owns  and  occupies  the  property  which  dur- 
ing war  times  was  the  battle-ground  of  Hood  and 
Thomas,  and  a  view  of  which  appears  in  the  illu- 
strations comprising  Harpers'  War  Series. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  horn  Dec.  5,  1825, 
and  reared  to  man's  estate  in  his  native  place. 
There  also  he  was  married  to  Miss  Callie  D.  Dob- 
bins. There  were  born  to  them  four  children,  only 
three  of  whom  are  living,  namely:  Hugh  E.,  a  resi- 
dent of  Clay  Center;  Lena,  Mrs.  Gillespie,  of 
Franklin,  Tenn.,  and  Walter  F.,  our  subject.  The 
mother  departed  this  life  at  the  old  home  in  1860. 
The  father  carried  on  farming  there  from  his  boy- 
hood up.  After  the  battle  above  spoken  of,  the 
house  was  used  as  a  hospital,  when  Walter  F.  was 
a  boy  of  about  ten  years. 

In  the  spring  of  1870  young  Carter  lepaired  to 
Nashville.  Tenn.,  and  entered  a  publishing  house 
to  learn  the  i)rinter's  trade.  He  remained  there 
four  years,  then  went  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  to  at- 
tend a  commercial  school  six  months.  At  the  ex- 
piration of  this  time  he  was  engaged  as  clerk  in  a 
hotel  two  years.  Upon  the  5th  of  March,  1877, 
the  d.iy  of  the  inauguration  of  President  Ha\es, 
the  4th  being  Sunday,  he  started  for  Kansas,  and 
coming  directly  to  Clay  Center,  established  himself 
in  the  grocery  business,  which  he  followed  for  six 
years.  In  the  meantime  he  became  prominent  in 
local  affairs,  and  evinced  such  adaptability  for 
leg.al  business,  that  he  was  elected  Clerk  of  the  Dis- 
trict Court  in  November,  1882,  qualifying  in   Jan- 
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uarj-  following,  lie  held  this  position  two  y^iifs.  > 
and  then,  being  a  Democrat  in  a  Republican  county, 
was  defeated  for  the  second  term.  In  the  spring  of 
1886,  he  was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  has  i 
been  re-elected  each  term  since.  His  well-equipped 
office  is  centrally  located  in  the  Dittmar  Block, 
where  he  transacts  an  extensive  and  lucrative  busi- 
ness. 

Miss  Maria  T.  Martin,  of  Cincinnati,  became  the 
wife  of  our  subject  on  the  1st  of  September.  1876. 
Mrs.  Carter  wasa  native  of  New  Hampshire,  and  was 
born  in  February,  1856.  Her  parents  removed  to 
Cincinnati  when  she  was  quite  young,  and  there  she 
was  reared  to  an  interesting  womanhood.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Carter  are  the  parents  of  two  children,  Bert  C, 
and  Alma  C.  As  a  Knight  Templar,  Mr.  Carter 
has  held  the  office  of  Recorder  of  Coronado  Com- 
mandery  for  the  past  seven  years,  having  passed 
through  all  the  subordinate  orders  of  Masonry ;  he 
is  also  connected  with  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  He  is  a  man 
of  unquestioned  ability,  and  is  highly  spoken  of 
by  his  townspeople. 

eAPT.  WILLIAM  FRANK.  There  are  few  in- 
dividuals sojourning  any  length  of  time  in 
Logan  Township,  Washington  Count3',  who 
are  unacquainted  with  this  name  which  has  been 
familiar  to  all  within  its  precincts  for  twenty  years. 
Capt.  Frank  is  one  of  those  substantial  characters 
who  make  tlieir  mark  at  once  in  the  community  and 
who  are  popular  with  all  classes  of  citizens.  He  has 
followed  farming  mainly  as  an  occu|)ation,  and  may 
be  usually  found  at  a  comfortable  homestead  com- 
prising 160  acres  of  land  on  section  21,  Logan 
Township.  He  came  to  Wasliington  County,  this 
State,  as  early  as  1869.  and  has  since  made  his 
home  within  its  limits. 

The  early  home  of  Cai)t.  Frank  was  in  what  was 
then  the  Kingdom  of  Wurtemburg,  Germany,  where 
he  was  born  Nov.  8,  1836.  He  comes  of  |iure 
German  stock,  being  the  son  of  Leonard  and  Mar- 
garet Frank,  whose  family  consisted  of  five  boys. 
Andrew,  the  second  eldest  of  these  continues  a  res- 
ident of  his  native  Germany.  The  others  all  emi- 
grated to  America.     George  lives  in  New  Jersey; 


Leonard  is  a  resident  of  Indiana;  George  M.  died 
when  about  forty  years  old;  William,  of  this  sketch, 
was  the  youngest  born. 

Capt.  Frank,  in  accordance  with  the  laws  and 
customs  of  his  native  land,  was  placed  in  school  at 
an  early  age  and  ))ursued  his  studies  until  a  lad  of 
fourteen.  For  four  years  thereafter  he  employed 
himself  at  watch-making  until  1854,  and  then,  a 
youth  of  eighteen  years,  set  out  for  America.  After 
a  safe  voyage  he  landed  in  New  York  City  on  tlie 
25th  of  December  following,  and  soon  afterward 
went  to  New  Jersey,  joining  his  two  brothers  there. 
lie  lived  in  that  State  nine  months,  then,  emigrat- 
ing to  Ohio,  settled  in  Marseilles,  and  occu[>ied 
himself  at  whatever  he  could  and  to  do.  He  had 
learned  watch-making  in  Germanj^  but  there  was 
little  call  for  his  services  in  this  line. 

At  Marseilles,  Ohio,  young  Frank  made  the  ac- 
quaintance of  one  William  Phillips,  a  shoemaker, 
and  from  him  learned  the  trade  and  engaged  in 
business  with  him  until  October,  1861.  The  Civil 
War  now  being  in  progress  he  enlisted  in  the  ser- 
vice as  a  musician,  and  later  was  detailed  as  chief 
bugler  of  tlie  non-commissioned  staff  of  the  15th 
Ohio  Infantry,  and  served  until  the  general  order 
of  the  War  Department,  discharging  all  musicians. 
Returning  then  to  Ohio  he  raised  a  company  of  men 
which  was  mustered  in  as  Company  G,  144th  Ohio 
Infantry,  of  wliich  he  was  elected  Captain,  May  2, 
1864.  He  served  until  November  following,  and 
then  received  his  lionorable  dischai:ge. 

Returning  now  once  more  to  Ohio,  Ca|3l.  Frank 
resumed  business  with  his  siioemaker  friend.  Mr. 
Phillips,  adding  a  tanyard  to  the  establishment 
and  giving  employment  to  a  number  of  men.  The 
Captain,  however,  was  ambitious  of  becoming  a 
citizen  of  the  West,  and  accordingly,  in  1869, 
coming  to  Washington  County,  Kan.,  took  up  a 
homestead,  and  in  the  meantime  learned  the  drug 
business  in  Wasliington.  He  also  improved  his 
leisure  time  at  his  old  trade  of  watch-making  and 
repairing. 

In  1872  Capt.  Frank,  going  to  Republic  County, 
this  State,  established  a  drug  business  at  White 
Rock,  sojourning  there  until  1876,  then  returning 
to  Washington  he  re-engaged  in  the  drug  business, 
which  he  prosecuted  until  1882.     Then  on  account 
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of  failing  health  he  was  obliged  to  retire,  and  he 
took  11 1)  his  abode  on  the  old  homestead.  A  bnsi- 
ness  life,  however,  still  had  its  attractions  for  him 


them  until  August,  1885.  At  this  time  he  pur- 
chased the  law  office  of  E.  W.  McJunkin,  and  has 
since  been  actively   engaged  in   the  practice  of  his 


and  in  1887  he  passed  a  successful  examination  be-       chosen  profession.     His  library  is  extensive,  and 


fore  the  Board  of  Pharmacy,  and  once  more  en 
tered  the  channels  of  trade,  as  a  clerk  in  the  drug 
business  at  Greenleaf.  Afterward  he  was  variously 
occupied  until  188'J. 


comprises  a  careful  selection  of  text  books  and  re- 
ports of  the  latest  editions.  His  practice  is  large 
and  increasing.  He  was  elected  to  his  present 
office  in  1886,  and  re-elected  in  1888,   on   the  Re- 


While  a  resident  of  Marseilles,  Ohio,  Capt.  Frank    |    publican  ticket.     To  this  party  he  has  given  hisi 


was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary,  daughter 
of  AVilliam  Phillips,  the  wedding  taking  place  at 
the  bride's  home  Aug.  2,  1863.  Mrs.  Frank  was 
born  in  Marseilles.  Ohio,  in  1845,  and  spent  her 
childhood  and  3'outh  uneventfully  under  the  pa- 
rental roof  until  her  marriage.  The  Captain  and 
his  excellent  lady  are  the  parents  of  four  children, 
one  of  whom,  a  little  daughter,  Minnie,  was  taken 
from  the  home  circle  by  death  at  the  age  of  two 
years  and  four  months;  Eflfa  is  the  wife  of  M. 
Thinnes;  Willie  is  at  home  with  his  parents;  Lettie 
married  George  .itein  and  lives  in  Greenleaf,  Kan. 
Capt.  Frank  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
Abraham  Lincoln,  and  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  the 
Republican  party.  While  a  resident  of  the  Buck- 
eye State,  he  officiated  as  Mayor  of  Marseilles  for 
three  years.  Besides  his  farm  property  he  is  the 
owner  of  a  good  house  and  lot  in  Greenleaf. 
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0'"~  HILKS  C.  COLEMAN,  Prosecuting  Attor- 
ney of  Clay  County,  is  serving  his  third 
,  year  as  such,  with  credit  to  himself  and  sat- 
isfaction to  his  constituents.  He  was  born  nearly 
thirty-five  years  ago,  Dec.  29,  1854,  in  Boone 
County,  Ky.,  and  lived  there  until  a  youth  of  nine- 
teen years,  completing  his  earl}'  education  in  the 
^Morgan  Academy  at  Burlington,  K3'.  Then,  ac- 
companied by  two  sisters,  the  parents  having  died, 
he  came  to  Kansas  and  entered  the  office  of  M.  M. 
jNIiller,  where  he  prosecuted  his  law  studies  until 
jMay,  1878.  He  was  then  admitted  to  the  bar,  and 
while  working  up  a  practice,  emplo}  ed  himself  .is 
Deputy  Register  of  Deeds  two  years,  and  until  Jan- 
uary. 1881. 

Mr.  Coleman  now  went  into  the  real  estate  office 
of  J.  I'iiikerton  &  Co.  as  a  partner,  continuing  with 


qualified  support  since  becoming  a  voter.  He  is  a 
close  student  and  keeps  himself  fully  informed  upon 
the  questions  which  are  constantly  arising  in  con- 
nection with  his  profession.  He  is  a  man  well-liked 
in  his  community.  He  belongs  to  the  Masonic 
Lodge,  Chapter,  and  Commandery,  in  each  of  which 
he  has  occupied  the  highest  offices,  and  in  his  re- 
ligious views  he  is  a  Presbyterian,  belonging  to  the 
church  at  Clay  Center. 

Mr.  Coleman  was  married  Oct.  10,  1878,  in  Clay 
Center,  to  Miss  Willie  Miller,  sister  of  M.  M.  Miller, 
of  that  city,  and  a  native  of  Galena,  111.  Mrs.  Cole- 
man was  born  Sept.  24,  1855.  and  a  daughter  of 
Henry  W.  Miller,  who  died  at  Galena.  She  lived 
with  her  mother  in  Galena  until  1873,  then  re- 
moved to  Clay  Center.  Of  her  union  with  our 
subject  there  have  been  born  three  children — Kath- 
erine,  Virginia,  and  Preston. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  James  P.Coleman, 
who  was  born  in  F.ayette  County,  Ky.,  Oct.  30, 
1829.  His  parents  removed  to  Boone  County  when 
he  w.as  five  years  old,  where  he  was  reared  to  man's 
estate,  and  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Katherine 
Fraizer.  He  prosecuted  farming  for  many  years 
thereafter,  and  also  taught  school,  becoming  prin- 
cipal of  Morgan  Academ\'.  He  was  well  educated, 
having  been  graduated  from  Center  College,  Dan- 
ville, Ky.  He  followed  the  profession  of  a  teacher 
until  his  decease,  Sept.  20,  1873.  There  are  now 
living  besides  our  subject,  his  two  sisters — Miss 
Mary,  who  was  elected  in  1887,  as  an  independent 
candidate  for  Register  of  Deeds,  and  Anna,  botli  of 
whom  are  residents  of  Clay  Center. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  departed  this  life  at 
Burlington.  Ky.,  in  1867.  She  was  born  in  Cynthi- 
ana,  Ky.,  in  1832,  and  removed  to  Boone  County, 
with  her  mother  when  a  maiden  of  sixteen  j-ears. 
Chiles  C,  like  his   father,  also  adopted   the  profes- 
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sion  of  teaching,  which  he  followed  two  years  in 
Kentucky ,  and  one  3-ear  after  coming  to  Kansas. 
James  P.  Coleman  was  identified  with  the  Repub- 
lican party  from  its  organization  until  his  decease, 
lie  enlisted  in  the  Union  service  after  the  outbreak 
of  the  Civil  War,  but  was  rejected  on  account  of 
physical  disability.  Since  attaining  his  majority, 
Mr.  Coleman  has  been  a  stanch  adherent  of  the 
principles  of  the  Republican  party,  and  is  recog- 
nized as  one  of  the  substantial  leaders  of  the  party 
in  Northern  Kansas. 


eOMFORT  WALLER  YOUNG.  In  making 
note  of  the  leading  men  of  (xreenleaf,  Wash- 
ington County,  the  biographer  finds  that 
Mr.  Young  occupies  no  secondary  position,  being 
one  of  its  most  enterprising  men  and  possessing  a 
snug  amount  of  this  world's  goods.  He  is  an  ex- 
tensive grain  dealer,  owning  and  operating  the 
steam  elevator  and  takes  a  warm  interest  in  the 
prosperity  and  advancement  of  his  adopted  town, 
lie  is  a  native  of  Washington  County,  Wis.,  and 
was  born  Nov.  3,  1855.  He  is  consequently  only 
thirty-four  years  of  age  and  for  a  man  of  his  years 
has  made  admirable  headway  financially, while  he  is 
fully  established  in  the  esteem  and  confidence  of 
his  fellow  citizens. 

This  branch  of  the  Young  family  originated  in 
Scotland  where  William  and  Mary  (Graham) 
Y'oung,  the  parents  of  our  subject,  were  born.  The 
parents  emigrated  to  the  United  States  about  1842 
and  are  now  living  in  Washington,  Kan.  Comfort 
was  the  youngest  in  a  family  of  five  children  and 
was  reared  on  the  farm  in  his  native  county,  at- 
tending first  the  district  schools.  Later  he  pursued 
his  studies  in  the  academy  at  West  Bend  and  in 
due  time  developed  into  a  pedagogue.  He  fol- 
lowed teaching  and  farming  alternately,  until 
twenty-nine  years  old  and  then  being  seriously  in- 
jured by  the  falling  of  a  tree  was  incapacitated  for 
further  business  for  some  time.  In  the  meantime 
he  had  become  owner  of  a  farm  in  Wisconsin,  but 
upon  regaining  his  health  he  sold  this  and  in  the 
spring  of  1886  came  to  Kansas  and  engaged  in  the 
grain  and  coal  trade  with  his  brother,  A.  A.  Young 


in  Greenleaf.  The  Young  Brothers  were  among 
the  very  first  men  to  locate  in  the  embryo  town.  In 
January,  1888  our  subject  purchased  the  interest 
of  his  brother  and  in  addition  to  the  commodities 
already  mentioned  deals  in  farm  implements  and 
ice.  He  started  for  himself  with  a  capital  of  $200 
given  him  by  his  father  and  aside  from  this  has 
made  his  own  way  unaided.  Too  much  credit  can- 
not be  given  him  for  the  perseverance  and  industry 
with  which  he  has  labored  and  they  have  borne 
their  legitimate  fruits. 

In  Washington  County,  Wis.,  Mr.  Young  was 
married  March  25,  1880,  to  Miss  Matilda  Board. 
Mrs.  Young  is  a  native  of  Devonshire,  England, 
and  was  born  Feb.  18,  1856.  She  emigrated  to 
America  when  a  child  with  her  parents,  Charles  E. 
and  Susan  (Langler)  Board,  about  1858.  They 
settled  in  Washington  Count}',  Wis.,  where  they 
still  reside.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Y'oung  are  the  parents 
of  four  children,  viz:  AliceS.,born  Feb.  U),  1881; 
Cora  F.,  May  13,  1883;  Fanny  G..  Dec.  27.  1885 
and  Gerald  C.  July  9.  1888.  They  form  a  very 
bright  and  interesting  group  and  will  be  given  the 
education  and  training  suitable  to  their  position  in 
life. 

Politically,  Mr.  Young  fully  endorses  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Republican  part}'  and  although  not 
ambitious  for  office  he  has  at  different  times  held 
various  positions  of  public  trust  and  responsibility. 
He  came  to  Greenleaf  at  a  time  when  enterprising 
men  were  most  needed  and  has  contributed  his  full 
quota  to  its  prosperity  and  advancement. 


J~i  OSEPII  KIMBLE,  one  of  the  steady-going 
1  farmers  of  Manhattan  Township,  Riley 
'  County,  is  comfortably  located  on  102  acres 
'  on  section  11,  four  miles  northwest  of  the 
city,  and  besides  this,  has  160  acres  on  Wild 
Cat  Creek.  His  residence  is  a  well-built  two-story 
stone  structure,  flanked  by  a  substantial  barn,  and 
the  necessary  outbuildings,  and  there  is  an  orchard 
of  400  apple  trees  besides  a  goodly  number  of 
cherry,  peach  and  pear  trees.  Mr.  Kimble  came  to 
Kansas  with  his  parents  in  1861.  when  a  lad  of 
thirteen  years,  they  settling  ou  Wild  Cat  Creek  and 


Residence  of  Joseph  Kimble, Sec.11.  Manhattan Tp.,Rile:y Co. Kan. 


Residence  of  C  J    Dahlberg,5[c  6  (t  7  RT)  Riley  Co  Kan 
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Iniildiiig  up  a  home  from  an  iincultivtited  tract  of 
land  soon  after  Kansas  was  admitted  into  the  I'nion 
as  a  State. 

The  subject  of  this  sivetcli  was  l)orn  in  Sarahs- 
ville.  Noble  Co.,  Ohio,  .Ian.  20.  1!S4«.  and  is  the 
son  of  Samuel  and  Marj'  (Petty)  Kimble,  a  sketch 
of  whom  appears  elsewhere  in  this  Album.  Joseph 
was  reared  to  farming  pursuits  and  remained  a  mem- 
ber of  the  parental  household  until  twenty-tiiree 
years  old.  He  attended  the  district  schools  in  his 
boyhood  days  and  completed  liis  education  in  Bluc- 
mont  College.  When  a  man  of  twenty-five  years  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Belle  Dempsey, 
at  the  bride's  home  in  Manliattan  Townsliip,  June 
15,1873.  This  lady  was  the  daughter  of  James 
and  Elizabeth  Dempsey,  formerly  of  Kentucky,  and 
now  deceased.  Mrs.  Belle  Kimble  departed  this  life 
at  the  homestead  in  Manhattan  Township,  Sept.  2.3, 
1888.  There  were  born  to  Mr. and  Mrs.  Kimble  eiglit 
children,  viz.:  Mary  E.,  Josephine,  Georgia  A., 
Ralph  K.,  Nellie,  Samuel,  Karl  and  Mary  Belle; 
they  are  all  at  home  with  their  father. 

Mr.  Kimble  on  Jan.  24,  1889,  contracted  a  sec- 
ond marriage  with  Miss  Loretta  P.  Dodge,  and 
there  has  been  born  to  them  one  child,  a  daugiiter, 
Lucy  P.  Politically,  Mr.  -Kimble  votes  with  the 
Democratic  party,  but  has  very  little  to  do  with 
public  affairs,  preferring  to  confine  his  attention  to 
his  farming  interests.  His  home-surroundings  are 
such  as  should  afford  him  a  large  measure  of  con- 
tenment,  as  will  be  acknowledged  by  all  who  look 
upon  the  view  of  them  which  our  artist  presents 
elsewhere  in  this  work. 


,^j^  ARL  J.  DAHLBEHG,  the  oldest  Swedish 
[if^'  living  settler  of  Riley  County,  dates  his 
^^(-  arrival  here  from  the  fall  of  1857,  and  thus 
has  been  a  resident  for  the  long  period  of  thirty -two 
years.  A  course  of  industry  and  prudence  has 
made  him  comparatively  independent  and  the 
owner  of  a  valuable  farm  of  520  acres,  occupying 
the  greater  portion  of  section  6,  Jackson  Township. 
Personally,  Mr.  Dahlberg  is  a  pleasant  and  compan- 
ionable old  gentleman — one  whose  hospitable  doors 


are  always  open  to  botli  friend  and  stranger,  who 
are  at  once  impressed  by  the  excellence  of  liis 
character. 

The  Dahlberg  family  originated  in  Sweden  sev- 
eral hundred  years  ago.  Tlic  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, Magnus,  was  a  native  of  Kalmarland  and  the 
son  of  Gustav  N.  was  also  born  there  and  the 
owner  of  a  large  estate.  The  former  was  reared  to 
farming  pursuits  which  he  prosecuted  through  life. 
He  died  when  Carl  J.  was  ten  years  old.  His  wife, 
Maria,  was  likewise  of  Swedish  birth  and  parentage 
and  the  daugiiter  of  Peter  liahlherg,  another  large 
farmer  of  that  region.  Her  death  occurred  in  Sweden 
in  1874,  after  she  liad  reached  the  advanced  age  of 
ninetj'-five  3'ears;  she  was  a  member  of  the  Luth- 
eran Church.  Their  tliree  children  were  Peter  M. 
and  Stina  E.,  both  deceased;  and  Carl  J. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Chvist- 
dala  Soken,  Kalmarland,  Sweden,  July  27,  1823, 
where  he  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  grew  to  man's 
estate.  There  also  was  born  the  famous  singer, 
Jenny  Lind,  who  subsequently  uttered  her  wonder- 
ful notes,  not  only  before  the  crowned  heads  of 
p:urope,  but  also  the  people  of  America,  and  Mr. 
Dahlberg  became  personally  acquainted  with  iier. 
He  enjoyed  the  advantages  of  the  common  schools, 
acquiring  an  excellent  education  in  his  native 
tongue.  He  lived  with  his  mother  until  reaching 
his  majority  and  then  having  fallen  heir  to  quite 
a  fortune  in  the  shape  of  a  large  farm,  he  began 
cultivating  this  and  was  subsequently  largely 
interested  in  stock-raising. 

In  the  fall  of  1854,  however,  Mr.  Dahlberg  dis- 
posed of  all  his  possessions  in  his  native  land  and 
set  out  for  America.  He  was  six  weeks  making 
the  voyage  from  Liverpool  to  New  York  City, 
and  thence  proceeded  to  Rock  Island,  III.,  where  he 
sojourned  one  year.  At  the  expiration  of  this 
time  he  purchased  eight}'  acres  of  wild  land  in  the 
vicinity  of  Andover,  Henry  County,  upon  which 
he  operated  until  1857.  Then,  on  account  of  fail- 
ing health,  he  determined  to  seek  a  dryer  climate 
and  started  overland  with  an  ox-team  for  Kansas 
Territory.  He  crossed  the  Mississippi  River  at 
Burlington  and  the  Missouri,  at  St.  Joseph,  and 
after  one  months  travel,  July  15,  struck  the  Big 
Blue  and  purchased  160  acres  of  raw  land.     He  put 
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up  a  log-cabin,  broke  the  soil  with  an  ox-team  and 
gained  notoriety  as  being  the  third  Swedish  settler 
on  the  Blue,  and  the  first  Swedish  settler  in  Riley 
County.  Indians  were  often  seen  in  that  region 
and  in  1  864  Mr.  Dahlberg  served  for  a  time  in  the 
State  Militia  for  the  protection  of  the  frontier. 

The  career  of  Mr.  Dahlberg  in  Kansas  has  been 
one  of  uniform  success,  and  he  was  at  one  time 
the  owner  of  740  acres  of  land.  He  has  parted 
with  over  200  acres  of  this  to  his  children.  He  has 
effected  iirst-elass  improvements,  including  a  sub- 
stantial stone  house  built  in  1870,  and  has  a  good 
barn  with  a  windmill,  water  tank,  orchards  and 
aroves.  the  wliole  situated  about  two  miles  from 
Randolph,  Riley  County.  In  the  early  days  Mr. 
Dahlberg  freighted  his  produce  to  the  river  points 
— Atchison,  Leavenworth,  etc.  In  addition  to  gen- 
eral farming  he  keeps  a  goodly  assortment  of  live- 
stock, usually  about  200  head  of  cattle,  and  a 
numbers  of  swine.  The  farm  is  now  ( 1889)  oper- 
ated by  a  tenant  on  shares. 

In  Sweden  on  the  14th  of  October,  1845,  oc- 
curred the  marriage  of  Mr.  Dahlberg  with  Miss 
Johanna  Gustafson.  This  lady  was  born  near  the 
early  home  of  her  husband  and  they  are  now  tlie 
parents  of  seven  children,  only  two  of  whom  are 
living:  Carl  Victor,  who  is  represented  on  an- 
other page  in  this  work,  and  Clara  J.  who  lives  in 
Pottawatomie'  County;  Johanna  died  when  seven 
years  old  and  Josiah  at  the  age  of  three  years; 
John  S.  ,  Emily  C.  and  Amanda  died  of  typhoid 
fever  within  a  month,  in  November,  1885,  aged 
respectively,  twenty-five,  twenty-three  and  twenty 
years.  Clara  J.  is  the  wife  of  Axel  Axelton,  a 
farmer  of  Pottawatomie  County. 

Mr.  Dahlberg  assisted  in  organizing  Jackson 
Township  and  his  school  district.  He  assisted  in 
building  the  first  school  house,  and  has  always  en- 
couraged the  education  of  the  young,  believing 
that  they  should  receive  every  advantage  which 
will  make  of  them  good  citizens.  He  is  a  charter 
meml^er  of  the  Swedish  Lutheran  Church  at  Maria- 
dahl,  and  assisted  in  building  the  church  edifice, 
being  one  of  the  committee.  Last  year  he  resigned 
the  office  of  Deacon  which  he  had  held  for  some 
time,  but  he  officiates  as  Trustee.  I'pon  becoming 
a  voting  citizen  he  allied  himself  with  the  Republi- 


can party,  of  whose  princi[)les  he  is  a  strong  sup- 
porter and  is  frequently  sent  iis  a  delegate  to  the 
county  conventions.  Tiie  Dahlberg  homestead, 
cheerful  and  hospitable  and  partaking  largely  of 
the  character  of  its  projector  makes  a  pleasing 
picture  in  the  landscape,  and  is  duly  illustrated  on 
another  page. 


ICHARD  FREEMAN  lauded  in  Logan 
Township,  Washington  County,  on  the  8th 
870,  and  immediately  filed  a 
ttie  southwest  quarter  of  section 
1,  where  he  built  up  a  homestead,  wliicli  lie  has 
since  owned  and  occupied.  During  the  changes  of 
nearly  twenty  years  which  have  elapsed  he,  if  a  ready 
writer,  might  indite  a  tale  of  truth  which  perhaps 
in  some  respects  would  be  stranger  than  fiction. 
The  face  of  the  country  presented  a  wild  and  un- 
cultivated tract  of  land,  with  here  and  there  the 
cabin  of  a  settler,  with  wild  animals  in  abundance, 
and  most  of  the  soil  lying  as  the  Indians  had  left 
it.  It  required  men  of  courage  to  thus  leave  tlie 
haunts  of  civilization  and  venture  into  a  wild  re- 
gion wliere  there  were  none  of  the  comforts  of 
modern  life.  Mr.  Freeman  possessed  in  a  marked 
degree  the  requisites  of  a  pioneer,  as  subsequent 
events  most  decidedly  proved. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  bora  in  Grant 
County,  Ind.,  Jan.  3,  1849,  and  is  the  son  of  Win- 
field  S.  and  Cassandra  (Beatty)  Freeman,  who  were 
natives  respectively  of  South  Carolina  and  Ohio. 
They  emigrated  with  their  respective  parents  to 
Indiana  at  an  early  day,  settling  in  Grant  County, 
where  tlicy  were  married.  In  1863  they  removed 
to  Stark  County,  and  thence,  in  1867,  to  Kansas, 
settling  first  in  Doniphan  County.  Later  they  re- 
moved to  Missouri,  where  the  father  died.  The 
mother  returned  to  this  State,  and  is  now  a  resident 
of  Doniphan  County.  The  parental  family  included 
four  children — Samuel,  Richard,  Emsley,  and  Eliza 
Melissa,  who  is  deceased. 

Mr.  Freeman,  leaving  Indiana  in  1864,  came  to 
this  State  with  the  family,  and  like  them  sojourned 
in  Doniphan  County  fur  a  time  and  was  employed 
as  a  farm  laborer.     In  1870  he  came  to  Washington 
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County.  In  the  meantime  he  had  crosserl  the 
plains  to  New  Mexico,  for  Hie  purpose  of  freight- 
ing, and  spent  seventeen  weeks  on  the  Pacific 
Slope.  Witli  the  exception  of  eighteen  months 
spent  in  Washington,  lie  has,  since  1870.  resided 
continuously  upon  his  farm.  This  embraces  16.3 
acres  of  good  land,  which  yield  in  abundance  the 
rich  crops  of  this  region,  but  which  for  the  past  two 
years  has  been  mainly  devoted  to  stocii-raising. 

In  Uoniplian  County,  in  1869,  Richard  Freeman 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  E.  A.  Hewett. 
This  lady  was  born  in  Ashtabula  County,  Ohio, 
Nov.  16,  1843,  and  is  tlie  daughter  of  Chauncey 
llewett,  who  is  now  deceased.  Of  her  union  with 
our  subject  there  have  been  born  seven  children — 
Arminda,  Alonzo,  Idella,  Oliver  O.;  Arthur,  who 
died  when  three  years  old;  Eddie  and  Florence. 
Mr.  ?'reeman,  politically,  afliliates  with  the  Repub- 
lican party,  and  in  his  religious  views  endorses  the 
doctrines  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  The 
ciiildren  are  all  at  home  with  tlieir  parents. 

J~'ACOB  FREOHLICH,  farmer  and  stoclv- 
i  raiser,  has  been  a  resident  of  Washington 
I  County  for  a  score  of  years.  His  beautiful 
'  farm  is  located  on  section  1,  Farmington 
Township.  It  is  under  excellent  cultivation,  the 
substantial  buildings  which  have  been  erected  upon 
it  are  well  adapted  for  their  purpose,  and  the  land 
is  beautified  by  numerous  shade  and  fruit  trees. 
Switzerland  is  the  native  land  of  our  subject,  and 
his  natal  day  was  April  28,  1847.  At  the  age  of 
eighteen  he  emigrated  to  America,  landing  in  New 
Yori<  City.  Tlience  he  traveled  to  Livingston 
County,  111.,  where  he  remained  for  two  j-ears, 
working  out  by  the  montli  as  a  teamster.  Turning 
his  steps  Westward  in  1868,  he  came  to  Atchison, 
Kan.,  where  he  lived  about  two  years.  In  No- 
vember, 1S69,  he  settled  upon  the  farm  which  he 
now  occupies,  which  lie  has  since  brought  to  its 
present  state  of  perfection. 

In  Atchison.  March  19,  1868,  a  ceremonj^  was 
performed  by  whicli  Miss  Minnie  Fiss  became  Mrs. 
Jacob  Frer>lilieli.  Slic  is  a  Prussian  lady,  who 
first   saw    the  liglit  July  1,  1848.     She    has   borne 


her  husband  seven  children  — Emma.  Bertha,  i>ena. 
Louisa,  Fred.  Arthur  and  Harry.  Louisa  died  .Tt 
six  years  and  four  months  of  age. 

Mr.  Freohlich  has  held  several  of  the  township 
offices.  He  has  served  as  Constable,  School  Director, 
and  Overseer  of  Township  Highways,  j^erforming 
Uie  duties  of  office  in  the  same  wide-awake  spirit  in 
which  he  carries  on  his  personal  affairs.  In  poli- 
tics he  is  a  Republican,  and  has  often  been  in  at- 
tendance as  a  delegate  to  the  conventions  of  his 
party.  He  and  his  wife,  religiously,  are  members 
of  the  Lutheran  Church.  Both  are  of  marked  in- 
telligence, full  of  the  spirit  of  the  times,  and  inter- 
ested in  the  advancement  of  the  community,  wiiere 
they  are  held  in  high  esteem. 
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OELS  CHRISTENSEN,  Postmaster  of  Clark- 
son,  Riley  County,  is  one  of  the  most 
prominent  and  public-spirited  men  of  Swede 
Creek  Township  and  likewise  is  one  of  its  leading 
citizens.  In  addition  to  the  duties  of  his  oflice  he 
conducts  a  store  of  general  merchandise,  also  a  fine 
farm  located  on  section  32.  He  has  an  attractive 
liome,  furnished  with  all  modern  conveniences  and 
which  forms  one  of  the  landmarks  of  this  region. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  near  Mari- 
boe,  on  the  island  Laalaud,  June  21,  1830,  and  is 
of  Danish  ancestry.  His  parents  were  in  limited 
circumstances  and  he  only  attended  school  a  few 
years,  beginning  to  work  out  when  a  lad  of  nine 
and  thereafter  made  his  own  living.  He  was  ad- 
opted by  one  Henry  Mincke,  who  was  a  proprietor 
of  a  large  estate  called  the  "  Soholt  Farm  ",  and 
and  who  became  a  very  prominent  man  in  Den- 
mark. With  him  young  Christensen  remained  un- 
til past  fifteen  years  old,  when  heSwas  apprenticed 
to  the  weaver's  trade.  After  four  years  thus  spent 
he  returned  to  Mariboe,  where  he  served  longer  as 
an  apprentice  and  finally  developed  into  a  journey- 
man. After  working  in  this  capacity  one  year,  he 
repaired  to  the  city  of  Copenhagen  and  began  work 
iu  the  first  steam  weaving  factoiy  in  Denmark, 
where  by  his  fidelity  and  attention  to  his  duties  he 
was  promoted  to  the  position  of  Division  Superin- 
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tencleut.  In  Uie  ineaiitime  he  studied  German  and 
Eu"lisli.  and  the  first  book  which  he  read  in  tlie 
German  tongue  was  that  well-known  story  "Uncle 
Tom's  Cabin,"  which  has  been  translated  into  most 
all  of  the  living  languages.  His  first  book  in  Eng- 
lish was  "  Rip  Van  Winkle  ."   equally  well  known. 

In  August,  1854.  when  a  young  man  of  twenty- 
four  years,  Mr.  Christensen  set  out  for  America, 
going  first  to  Liverpool,  England,  where  he  em- 
barked on  the  sailing  vessel  "  Constantine  "  for 
New  York  City.  The  only  redeeming  feature  of 
this  craft  was  its  cleanliness,  as  otherwise  the  pas- 
sengers suffered  nearly  everything  which  could  be 
imagined.  After  a  voyage  of  four  and  one-half 
weeks  Mr.  Christensen  landed  in  Ntw  York  City, 
nearly  starved,  not  having  tasted  a  bite  of  meat  on 
tlie  wav.  In  addition  to  this,  his  trunk  was  broken 
open  and  his  belongings  stolen.  He  arrived  among 
strangers  in  a  strange  land  during  the  financial 
crisis  of  that  year,  with  only  fifty  cents  in  his 
\i  )cket  and  finding  almost  everyone  out  of  emi)loy- 
ment. 

After  vainly  seeking  employment,  people  sup- 
posing that  because  he  was  a  weaver  by  trade  he 
could  do  nothing  else,  Mr.  Christensen  went  to  an 
intelligence  office,  paying  liis  last  fifty  cents  to  get 
a  situation  wiiich  was  not  found  him.  He  then  went 
to  a  free  office  where  he  sat  all  day  and  thought  of 
the  slaves  in  Uncle  Tom's  Cabin.  The  next  day 
about  four  o'clock  he  secured  a  position  with  a 
baker  at  Port  Chester  and  was  to  receive  15  per 
month.  After  his  arrival  there  and  having  break- 
fast, the  baker  gave  him  fifty  cents  to  return  to  the 
city  as  he  had  succeeded  in  retaining  his  former 
employe.  Mr.  Christensen  then  walked  half  way 
back  to  the  metropolis  looking  for  work  and  finally 
found  it  in  an  oil  factory  on  Grand  street,  where 
he  was  employed  as  a  rough  cooper  until  June, 
1865.  Then  going  to  Delaware  he  worked  on  the 
New  Castle  and  Chesapeake  Railroad,  wintering  in 
Blackbird.  The  following  spring,  in  partnership 
with  one  of  his  own  countrymen,  he  commenced 
operating  a  little  farm,  but  after  harvest  set  out  for 
the  West,  going  through  Cliicago  and  on  to  Wood- 
stock,  111. 

In  the  meantime  Mv.  Christensen  called  on  the 
foreman  of  his    former   employer,  u    Mr.  Hansen, 


and  told  him  he  was  going  to  Illinois.  Hansen 
gave  him  his  card  and  directed  him  to  Woodstock, 
where  he  had  a  brother-in-law  whom  he  thought 
would  assist  him  in  getting  work.  He  wrote  on  tiie 
back  of  the  card  "  use  this  man  as  you  would  me  " 
and  with  it  handed  our  subject  $5.  Years  after- 
ward when  Mr.  Christensen  had  placed  himself  on 
a  solid  footing,  financially,  learning  that  his  friend 
was  in  Chicago  in  straightened  circumstances  he  sent 
him  a  cheek  for  110. 

Upon  arriving  at  Wooilstock,  111.,  Mr.  Christen- 
sen was  well  treated  and  worked  on  a  farm  until 
the  fall  of  the  year.  He  then  returned  to  Chicago 
with  the  intention  of  going  to  New  Orleans,  but  upon 
obtaining  work  there,  changed  his  mind  and  re- 
mained in  the  city  working  on  the  streets  and  later 
on  learned  engineering  at  which  he  was  engaged 
until  the  river  went  dry.  He  was  paid  off  with  a 
SlOO-note  and  $60  in  cash  and  afterward  spent  $50 
trying  to  collect  the  note.  He  put  $50  of  his 
money  in  a  bank  which  broke  and  thus  again  we 
find  him  without  means.  He  was  thereafter  var- 
iously employed  until  the  spring  of  1858  and  then 
set  out  for  Kansas,  going  by  boat  from  Peoiia  to 
St.  Louis,  taking  deck  passage  for  $1  and  sawed 
wood  for  his  board.  He  worked  his  way  in  this 
manner  to  Leavenworth,  and  thence  made  his  way 
on  foot  to  Junction  City,  not  being  able  to  pro- 
cure work,  and  thence  came  to  Manhattan. 

In  the  above-mentioned  place  Mr.  Christensen 
worked  for  a  time  in  a  sawmill,  then  footed  it  to 
Randolph,  stopping  with  C.  J.  Dahlberg.  Soon 
afterward  he  took  up  a  claim  of  100  acres  in  part- 
nership with  a  Mr.  Pearson,  and  later  was  employed 
as  a  cook  in  the  Agricultural  College  to  pay  for  his 
first  sixty  acres  of  land.  He  located  upon  this  in 
1860,  but  on  account  of  the  drouth  did  not  raise 
anything  that  year  beyond  a  bushel  of  corn  to  the 
acre,  and  had  to  eat  corn  bread  and  drink  corn 
coffee.  He  only  made  $5  that  year,  and  he  gave 
$2  of  this  toward  buying  the  forty  acres  including 
the  present  site  of  the  Lutheran  Church  at  Maria- 
dahl. 

In  1861  Mr.  Christensen  started  out  as  a  freigh- 
ter, driving  a  team  for  $10  per  month  across  the 
plains.  Arriving  in  Denver  he  obtained  employ- 
ment in  a  feed  store,  mines  and  general  work,  and 
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staid  there  until  the  spring  of  1862.  He  then  pur- 
chased an  ox  team  and  hauled  goods  until  the  fol- 
lowing August,  then  returned  to  Riley  County, 
Kan.,  the  possesser  of  three  yoke  of  oxen,  a  wagon, 
two  cows  and  a  pony.  In  the  meantime  he  had 
mined  near  Central  City  a  few  weeks.  He  now  com- 
menced teaming  again  to  Ft.  Larned.  Hitherto  he 
had  had  no  trouble  with  the  Indians,  but  on  the  re- 
turn trip  while  encamped  on  Caw  Creek  and  while 
his  partners  were  out  hunting,  eight  Indians  came 
up  and  wanted  him  to  give  them  some  of  his  goods. 
The  white  man  naturally  objected  to  this,  when  one 
of  them  drew  his  knife  and  the  others  leveled  their 
guns  at  him.  Mr.  Christensen  says  he  thought  the 
'•game  was  up."  but  he  jumped  oflf  his  wagon  and 
patted  the  Indian  who  held  the  knife  on  the  shoul- 
der, sa3-ing  "good  Cheyenne"  and  they  finalli'  left, 
taking  with  them  his  best  kettle. 

In  the  evening  the  partners  returned  to  the 
camp  accompanied  b}'  another  man  and  during  the 
night  they  all  fired  their  guns  many  times,  wiiich 
had  the  desired  effect  of  keeping  the  Indians  away. 
The  next  day  they  all  started  homeward  and  came 
across  the  Indian  who  had  appropriated  the  kettle 
and  who  was  skinning  a  buffalo.  Mr.  Christensen 
induced  the  fellow  to  give  him  a  large  piece  of 
meat  for  the  kettle  he  had  taken,  and  they  parted 
friends.  We  will  now  pass  over  his  subsequent 
adventures  until  the  fall  of  1862,  when  Mr.  Christen- 
sen came  to  Swede  Creek  Township,  and  the  follow- 
ing year  homesteaded  his  present  farm.  He 
lived  for  a  time  in  a  log  cabin  and  the  following 
year  joined  Capt.  Winkler's  company  to  go  out  af- 
ter the  Indians.  He  was  also  made  a  delegate  to 
Marysville  to  arrange  for  equipments.  These 
troubles  soon  ended  and  he  was  then  at  libertj-  to 
proceed  with  the  improvement  and  cultivation  of 
his  land. 

On  the  2d  of  June,  1864,  occurred  the  marriage 
of  Nels  Christensen  with  Miss  Christina  Johnson, 
the  wedding  taking  place  at  N.  P.  Johnson's.  Of 
this  union  there  have  been  born  seven  children — 
Mary  K.,  Amelia  C,  George  L.,  John  C,  F"rederick 
W.,  Florence  C.  and  E^sther  E.  George  has  offici- 
ated considerably  as  clerk  in  his  father's  store,  but 
is  now  attending  the  Agricultural  College  at  Man- 
hattan.    Tlie  two  eldest  daughters  completed  their 


studies  in  the  above-mentioned  institution  and  are 
teaching.  John  C.  learned  the  art  of  printing  him- 
self and  has  a  fine  job  i)ress  upon  which  he  does 
considerable  work  for  himself  and  others.  He  is 
also  the  assistant  of  his  father  in  the  store. 

Mr.  Christensen  has  been  a  member  of  the  School 
Board  since  his  district  was  organized  until  two 
years  since.  He  served  as  Township  Trustee  two 
years,  was  Justice  of  the  Peace  two  terms  and 
Township  Clerk  one  year.  He  is  an  active  member 
of  the  Lutheran  Church  at  Mariadahl,  in  which  he 
has  served  as  Trustee  and  assisted  in  putting  up  the 
building.  Politically,  he  is  a  sound  Republican, 
l)rominent  in  his  party,  and  frequently  officiates 
as  a  delegate  to  the  county  and  State  conventions. 

Mr.  Christensen  is  the  owner  of  493  acres  of 
good  land  on  the  Big  Blue.  His  improvements  are 
first-class,  including  a  stone  residence  located  on 
section  32  and  one  of  the  finest  structures  of  the 
kind  in  the  northern  part  of  Riley  County.  He  has 
a  good  barn,  a  geared  windmill,  grinder,  water 
works  and  all  the  other  appurtenances  of  the  first- 
class  country  estate.  There  are  natural  groves  on 
the  place  and  a  goodly  assortment  of  fruit  trees. 
In  Randolph,  Mr.  Christensen  owns  a  block  of 
building  lots,  and  two  lots,  besides  a  store  building 
in  Mariadahl.  In  1886  he  put  up  a  building  and 
opened  a  shoe  store  in  Randolph,  but  the  following 
year  removed  it  to  Mariadahl,  where  he  engaged  in 
general  merchandising  and  was  Postmaster  until 
the  spring  of  1889.  He  then  moved  his  stock  to 
his  present  store  on  his  farm,  at  the  flag  station 
called  Clarkson,  and  was  subsequently  appointed 
Postmaster  there.  He  carries  a  full  stock  of  gen- 
eral merchandise  and  farming  implements,  and  en- 
joys a  lucrative  trade. 


'':>'^t^:i?t^?:5<'<=-<- 


)RE:DER1CK  A.  WEIDENHEIMER.  In  ad- 
dition to  being  one  of  the  most  thorough  and 
enterprising  farmers  of  Strawberr^^Township, 
Washington  Count}',  this  gentleman  is  a  musician  of 
more  than  ordinary  talent,  being  a  fine  performer  on 
the  organ  and  a  vocalist  of  rare  merit.  We  find  him 
pleasantly  located  on  section  12,  where  he  has  a 
well  regulated  homestead,  largely'   constructed  by 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


tlie  labor  of  his  own  hands,  and  forming  one  of  tlie 
most  desirable  estates  in  this  part  of  the  county. 
Active,  industrious  and  enterprising,  Mr.  Weiden- 
heimer  is  also  a  liberal-minded  and  public-spirited 
citizen  and  is  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  most  useful 
men  of  his  community. 

The  subject  of  tliis  sketch  was  born  in  Carbon 
County,  Pa..  Oct.  2,  1859,  and  is  the  son  of  Simon 
Weidenheimer,  now  deceased.  The  latter  was  a 
native  of  Germany  and  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  in  1844,  settling  in  New  York  State,  and 
worked  thereafter  in  that  State  and  in  Philadelphia, 
Pa.,  at  the  butcher's  trade  about  one  year.  Then 
going  into  Leighton,  Pa.,  he  engaged  in  the  meat 
business  for  many  years.  He  died  in  Leighton 
April  27,  1875.  The  maiden  name  of  the  mother 
of  our  subject  was  fiilizabeth  Schlamp.  She  was 
born  in  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Baden,  Germany.  To 
her  and  her  husband  there  was  born  a  family  of 
ten  children:  Frederick  A.,  Anna  C,  Matilda  L., 
Charles  S.,  Lewis  O.,  Benjamin  E.,  William  A., 
Jennie  M.,  Lizzie  E.,  and  Clara  E.  By  a  former 
marriage  Simon  Weidenheimer  was  the  father  of 
nine  children,  only  two  of  whom  are  living;  ISIary 
E.,  and  George  S. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  after  the  death  of  her 
first  husband  was  married  to  Adam  Doser,  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  two  children,  only  one  of 
whom  is  living:  Milton  J.  is  dead;  the  daughter, 
Ursula,  resides  in  Washington  Countj',  Kan.;  Fred- 
erick, our  subject,  learned  the  butcher's  trade  of 
his  father  and  received  a  fair  education,  attending 
the  high  school  at  Leighton  and  the  Union  Semin- 
ary at  New  Berlin,  Pa.  He  started  out  for  himself 
early  in  life,  setting  out  for  the  West  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  years,  and  coming  to  Kansas,  located  in 
Washington  County,  bf  which  he  has  since  been  a 
resident.  He  employed  himself  mostly  at  farming 
for  the  following  ten  years  and  then  settled  upon 
the  160-acre  farm  to  which  he  has  since  given  the 
most  of  his  attention.  In  addition  to  the  tilling  of 
the  soil  he  makes  a  specialty  of  fine  stock — graded 
Shorthorn  cattle,  full-blooded  Poland-China  swine — 
and  keeps  several  good  horses.  He  has  inherited 
in  a  marked  degree  the  reliable  and  substantial 
traits  of  an  excelkMit  (ierman  ancestry  and  is  bound 
to  succeed  in  whatever  he  undertakes.     Among  his 


father's    countrymen    especially,  he    is  the  "  king 
bee"  of  this  region. 

Mr.  Weidenheimer  found  his  bride  in  Washington 
Township.  Kan.,  being  married  Jan.  29,  1884,  to 
Miss  Mary,  daughter  of  James  Thomas,  now  a  resi- 
dent of  Holton,  this  State,  and  one  of  the  most 
prominent  farmers  of  Jackson  County.  Of  this 
union  there  have  been  born  three  children,  only  one 
of  whom  is  living,  a  daughter,  Lola  E.  The  de- 
ceased are  Mamie  A.,  and  Maude.  Mr.  Weiden- 
heimer is  a  steadfast  supporter  of  Republican  prin- 
ciples, but  seemingl}'  has  no  desire  for  the  spoils  of 
office.  His  musical  talent  was  developed  at  an 
early  age,  and  has  been  of  great  service  in  church 
and  Sabbath-school  circles,  where  his  voice  is  fre- 
quently heard  with  his  own  accompaniment  on  the 
organ.  He  is  interested  otherwise  in  church  affairs, 
and  officiates  as  Superintendent  of  the  Union  Sunday- 
school  which  convenes  at  Reiter  School-house  in 
Linn  Township.  He  holds  membership  in  the 
Evangelical  Association,  while  his  estimable  wife  is 
connected  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
They  have  a  pleasant  home  and  are  blest  with  the 
esteem  of  many  friends. 

'--^-^^^^^^ 


PRED  WEEKE.  grain  merchant  and  owner 
}  of  a  half  interest  in  the  grain  elevator  at 
Linn,  Washington  County,  is  one  of  the 
most  promising  young  men  of  that  thriving  town. 
Kansas  is  indebted  to  German3'  for  this  citizen,  as 
she  is  for  many  another  among  her  best  residents. 
Mr.  Weeke  is  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  ability 
and  intelligence,  and  during  his  residence  here  has 
frequently  been  called  upon  to  hold  offices  of  trust. 
He  is  very  popular,  not  only  with  his  countrymen, 
but  with  Americans  as  well. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  are  Henry  and  Cath- 
erine (Stroeker)  Weeke,  now  of  Franklin  County, 
Mo.  They  emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  1865, 
and  settled  on  a  farm  which  Mr.  Weeke  bought  in 
that  State.  They  had  a  family  of  six  children,  four 
of  whom  are  now  living.  The  survivors  are  named 
respectively,  Henry.  William,  Fred  and  Wilhelmina. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  was  horn  in 
Westphalia,  Germany.   Dec.   2,   1852,  being  about 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


thirteen  years  of  age  when  his  ijareiits  came  to 
America;  he  liad  obtained  a  good  education  in  his 
native  language.  He  has,  since  coming  here,  by 
hard  study  and  observation,  acquired  a  fair  knowl- 
edge of  English  branches,  and  is  quite  proficient  in 
the  use  of  the  language.  He  remained  with  his 
parents  upon  the  farm  until  he  reached  the  years 
of  maturity.  He  then  found  employment  in  Kiel. 
Franklin  Co.,  Mo.,  where  he  remained  until  1885, 
in  the  fall  of  which  year  he  came  to  this  place. 
During  nine  years  of  his  residence  in  Kiel,  he  was' 
engaged  in  mercantile  business.  For  two  years 
after  his  settlement  in  Linn  he  was  in  the  same 
business.  He  then  changed  to  that  in  whicli  he  is 
at  present  occupied  and  which  he  is  successfully 
conducting. 

Mr.  AVeeke  celebrated  his  marriage  in  June,  1874, 
the  bride  being  Miss  Mary  Freie,  daughter  of 
Henry  Freie.  This  worthy  lady  dejiarted  this  life 
ill  1877,  leaving  two  children,  Emma  and  Louise 
Our  subject  subsequently  married  again,  the  second 
wife  being  Miss  Louise  Kappelmann,  daughter  of 
Frank  Kappelmann,  of  Franklin  County,  Mo.  She 
is  a  lady  well  fitted  for  the  position  of  companion 
and  helpmate.  Her  union  has  been  blessed  by  the 
birth  of  three  children,  Martha,  Lj'dia  and  Rosa. 

During  his  residence  in  Missouri,  Mr.  Weeke 
served  as  Postmaster  in  Franklin  County  for  sev- 
eral years,  and  also  as  Notary  Pul)lic.  He  vvas 
elected  Trustee  of  Linn  Township  in  the  fall  of 
1888,  and  is  now  serving  in  that  cai)acity.  He 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Church. 

ILLIAM  WORREL.  In  noting  the  lead- 
ing  citizens  of  Zeandale  Township,  Riley 
County,  the  list  would  be  wholly  incoin- 
]ilete  without  the  name  of  this  gentleman,  who  has 
been  efticientin  promoting  its  agricultural  interests 
and  who  h'ls  a  well-regulated  home  on  section  16. 
lie  is  of  Southern  birth  and  parentage,  having  first 
opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  in  Harrison  County, 
Ky.,  vSept.  12,  1825.  His  parents,  Richard  and 
.lane  (Snodgrass)  Worrel,  were  likewise  natives  of 
that  county,  where  thej  were  reared  and  married 
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and  where  they  lived  until  1840.  Tlien  when  Will- 
iam was  a  youth  of  about  fifteen  years  they  left  the 
Blue  Grass  State  and  emigrated  to  Hendricks 
County,  Ind.,  where  the  mother  departed  this  life 
in  1870.  Richard  Worrel  subsequently  came  to 
Kansas  and  died  at  the  residence  of  his  son.  our 
subject,  in  1885. 

There  were  born  to  the  parents  of  Mr.  Worrel, 
ten  children,  of  whom  William  was  the  third  in 
order  of  birth,  eight  of  these  are  living  and  resi- 
dents of  Kansas,  Kentucky  and  Indiana.  William 
accompanied  the  family  to  Indiana  in  1840,  but 
when  reaching  his  majority  returned  to  the  old 
homestead  in  Harrison  County,  Ky.,  and  lived  tiiere 
for  a  period  of  thirty  years  longer.  In  March. 
1870.  he  retraced  his  steps  to  Indiana,  then  pushed 
on  further  Westward,  crossing  the  Mississippi  into 
Riley  County,  Kan.,  and  took  up  his  abode  in 
Zeandale  Township  of  which  he  has  since  been  a 
resident.  For  seven  or  eight  years  in  Kentucky  he 
occupied  himself  in  a  saw  and  grist  mill,  but  with 
the  exception  of  that  time,  has  been  a  life- long- 
agriculturist,  and  like  some  of  his  compeers,  he  was 
fairly  well  provided  with  means  when  coming  to 
Kansas, and  in  due  time  became  the  owner  of  1.700 
acres  of  land,  the  most  of  which,  however,  he  has 
since  disposed  of,  having  now  only  260  acres.  This, 
however,  is  sufficient  to  engage  his  time  and  atten- 
tion and  his  carefully  cultivated  fields  are  the 
source  of  handsome  returns. 

In  Harrison  County,  Ky.,  on  the  20th  of  Decem- 
ber. 1854,  Wdliam  Worrel  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Susan  Moore.  This  lady  was  born  in 
Bracken  County,  that  State,  where  she  was  reared 
to  an  interesting  womanhood  and  remained  under 
the  home  roof  until  her  marriage.  Of  her  union 
with  our  subject  there  were  born  five  children,  viz: 
Richard,  Alfred,  Sallie,  Alice  and  Charles.  The 
youngest  child  died  at  the  age  of  three  years.  Mrs. 
Susan  Worrel  departed  this  life  at  her  home  in 
Zeandale  Township  July  6,  188G.  Siie  was  a  lud}' 
of  many  estimable  qualities,  of  kind  and  affectionate 
disposition,  and  was  greatly  mourned  by  her  family 
and  friends.  She  proved  a  most  worthy  helpmate 
to  her  husband  who  holds  iier  name  in  tender 
remembrance. 

Mr.  Worrel,  politically,  is  an  independent  voter 
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but  has  no  aspirations  for  ottiee,  being  content  to 
give  liis  attention  to  his  farming  interests  and  his 
influence  to  the  cause  of  morality  and  good  order. 


JOSEPH  ABLER,  a  well-to-do  German  citi- 
zen of  Independence  Township,  Washington 
County,  operates  a  thoroughly  cultivated 
farm  of  forty  acres  on  section  22,  and  op- 
erates with  the  usual  perseverance  and  industry 
characteristic  of  his  nationalit}-.  He  is  a  great 
lover  of  fine  horses  and  is  the  owner  of  an  im- 
ported Clydesdale  stallion,  "King  Charles,"  a  beau- 
tiful dark  bay  weighing  1.700  pounds,  and  in  all 
points  a  splendid  specimen  of  the  equine  race.  In 
addition  to  his  farming  and  breeding  operations 
Mr.  Abler  has  a  good  stone  quarry  on  his  farm, 
which  he  is  developing  and  which  promises  in  the 
near  future  to  yield  handsome  returns.  He  keeps 
usually  a  li.alf  dozen  head  of  cattle,  two  work 
horses  and  nineteen  head  of  swine. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Milwaukee, 
Wis.,  Nov.  20,  18.55,  and  was  the  youngest  child 
of  his  father,  Peter  Abler,  who  was  a  native  of 
Germany,  and  emigrated  with  his  family  to  America 
in  1851.  They  lived  in  Illinois  a  short  time,  then 
removed  to  Milwaukee,  and  finally  to  Dodge 
County,  Wis.,  where  Mr.  Abler  died  in  1857.  The 
mother  was  subsequently  married,  buried  the  sec- 
ond husband  and  is  now  married  to  the  third,  mak- 
ing her  home  at  Farmersville,  AVis.  Of  her  first 
marriage  there  were  born  four  children,  only  two 
of  whom  are  living.  Joseph  received  a  very  limited 
education  and  at  an  early  age  was  taught  those 
habits  of  industry  and  self-reliance  which  have 
been  of  use  to  him  in  later  years.  He  started  out 
for  himself  at  the  age  of  eighteen  and  has  always 
been  engaged  in  the  pui'suits  common  to  farm  life. 

Upon  reaching  his  majority  Mr.  Abler  was  mar- 
ried in  1876,  to  Miss  Frances,  daughter  of  Andrew 
Legel.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  Abler  were  natives  of 
Germany  and  are  now  living  upon  a  farm  in  Dodge 
County,  Wis.  Tiicir  family  consisted  of  five  chil- 
dren, of  wliom  Frances  was  tlie  eldest.  She  was 
born  Nov.  lit,  IS.J.",,   in    Dodge  County,  Wis.,  and 


lived  there  until  her  marriage.  Soon  afterward  the 
]iewly  wedded  pair  settled  upon  a  farm  in  that 
county  wiiere  they  lived  two  years,  then  in  1879 
came  to  Washington  County,  Kan.  Mr.  Abler  pur- 
chased Ills  present  farm  in  1888.  He  takes  an 
active  interest  in  politics  and  votes  the  straight 
Democratic  ticket.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Abler  there 
have  been  born  three  children,  only  two  of  whom 
are  living,  a  son  and  daughter,  Andrew  and  Anna. 

_v .-Sn..r^, <— 


^^!  AROX  H.  YOEY,  junior  member  of  the 
^Oj    fii'm  of  Barker  &  Yoej%  which  is  elsewhere 

11  lis  represented  in  this  volume,  deals  with  his 
^  partner   in    all    kinds  of  flour,    seeds  and 

grain  at  Clifton,  AVashington  County,  conducting 
successfully'  a  business  which  was  organized  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1886.  The  present  partnership  was  formed 
in  February,  1889,  Mr.  Barker  having  been  asso- 
ciated in  the  business  some  time  previous.  Mr. 
Yoey  in  former  years  occupied  himself  as  a  farmer 
in  Bradford  Township,  Washington  County,  wliere 
lie  has  120  acres  of  well-improved  land  with  good 
buildings.  He  homesteaded  this  farm  in  1869,  and 
at  the  same  time  he  employed  himself  as  a  me- 
chanic until  1885,  during  which  year  he  left  the 
farm  and  removed  to  Clifton,  where  he  has  since 
resided. 

Mr.  Y''oey  first  came  to  Kansas  frqm  Indiana.  He 
was  born  in  Summit  County,  Ohio,  April  24,  1847, 
and  was  the  son  of  Isaac  Y''oey,  also  a  native  of 
that  county,  and  of  German  ancesUy,  who  ujjon 
coming  to  America  located  in  Pennsj'lvania.  Isaac 
Yoey  was  a  carpenter  by  trade  and  a  general  me- 
chanicof  no  mean  skill.  He  was  reared  in  his  na- 
tive count3',  and  was  there  married  to  Miss  Polly 
IloUinger,  who  was  likewise  born  there.  After 
marriage  they  Ijegan  life  in  Summit  County,  where 
their  three  eldest  children,  Joseph,  Jacob  and  Aaron 
H.,  were  born. 

From  Ohio  the  Yoey  family  removed  to  DeKalb 
County,  Ind.,  where  the  younger  children— Amos, 
Isaac  and  John,  were  born.  The  father  secured  a 
tract  of  land  and  began  farming,  but  died  in  1857 
at  the  age  of  forty-seven  j-ears.  He  liad  become  a 
prominent  and  highly'  respected  citizen,  and  was  a 
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member  of  the  German  Reformed  Cluirch.  Mrs.Yoe}' 
survivert  her  husband,  and  in  due  time  was  married 
to  Michael  Bordner,  and  later  removed  with  him  to 
W Ood  County,  Ohio,  where  she  spent  her  last  days, 
dying  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years.  She  likewise 
w:is  a  member  of  the  German  Reformed  Church, 
:ind  a  woman  of  many  estimable  qualities.  Tliree 
<it'  her  six  children  are  yet  living,  viz. :  Jacob, 
Isaac,  and  tlie  subject  of  this  sketcii.  Jacob  occu- 
[lies  the  old  homestead  in  Indiana;  Isaac  is  farming 
in  Syracuse  County,  Neb. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  spent  his  earlj'  years 
in  DeKalb  County,  Ind.,  whence  he  came  to  Kan- 
sas a  single  man.  Returning  to  Ohio,  in  1855,  he 
was  there  married  in  Williams  County,  to  Miss 
Amanda  Killinger.  This  lady  was  a  native  of 
Williams  County,  and  born  in  1858.  Her  fatiier 
died  -ivhen  she  was  quite  young,  and  her  mother, 
remaining  a  widow,  is  still  living  in  Williams 
County,  being  sixty-one  years  old.  She  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Evangelical  Asociation.  Mrs.  Yoey  was 
well  reared,  receiving  a  good  education  and  became 
a  teacher,  to  which  profession  she  devoted  some  | 
years  before  her  marriage.  She  is  a  Methodist  in 
religious  belief.  Mr.  Yoey  supports  the  principles 
of  the  Kepublican  i)arty,  but  has  no  aspirations  for  I 
ollice.  and  meddles  very  little  with  public  affairs. 
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TDGE    WILLIAM     KALHOEFER.       The 

extent  and  rapidity  with  which  a  section  of 
try  is  developed,  depends  altogether  up- 
the  men  who  have  practically  its  destiny 
in  tlieir  hands.  If  they  are  seltish  and  narrow 
minded,  but  little  progress  is  discernable  around 
lliem  ;  if  liberal  and  public  spirited,  the  town  or 
township  wliere  tliey  perhaps  hold  a  large  amount 
of  |in«[)erty,  will  at  once  spring  forward  and  quickly 
attract  to  its  borders  an  intelligent  and  enterpris- 
ing people.  Washington  County,  Kan.,  numbers 
among  the  men  who  have  held  its  interests  in  their 
fostering  care,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  who  was 
one  of  its  early  settlers,  coming  within  its  limits  in 
1808.  He  had  set  foot  upon  the  soil  of  Kansas  as 
early  as  1859,  stopping  first  in  Leavenworth  where 


he  was  engaged  in  trade  and  where  he  made  iiis 
headquarters  nine  years,  but  in  the  pursuance  of 
his  business  traveled  all  over  the  State. 

As  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Kansas,  Judge 
Kalhoefer  camped  out  upon  the  present  site  of  the 
city  of  Leavenworth  when  Indians  and  wild  an- 
imals were  plentiful.  In  compan}'  with  August 
Jaedicke,  he  put  up  the  first  house  erected  within 
the  town  limits  of  Hanover,  and  erected  the  first 
store  of  general  merchandise  at  the  corner  of  tiie 
public  square  when  but  a  few  people  had  settled 
in  this  vicinity.  After  two  years  they  sold  out  and 
Mr.  Kalhoefer  became  interested  in  real  estate,  in- 
cluding both  town  lots  and  farm  lands.  At  the 
same  time  also  he  turned  his  attention  largel3-  to 
agricultural  pursuits,  which  he  has  followed  to  the 
present  day.  He  is  the  owner  of  fully  1,000  acres 
of  land,  about  600  of  which  have  been  brought  to  a 
good  state  of  cultivation.  The  Judge  makes  his 
home  in  town,  but  superintends  the  cultivation  of 
his  land.  He  has  been  honored  with  all  of  the  of- 
fices he  would  accept,  being  first  made  Justice  of 
the  Peace  in  1869,  Township  Trustee  in  1870  and 
Probate  Judge  in  1871.  In  1874  he  was  elected 
Mayor  of  the  city  which  ofliee  he  held  for  a  period 
of  eight  years.  During  his  administration  there 
were  effected  most  of  the  improvements  which  have 
given  it  importance  as  a  well-regulated  and  enter- 
prising place.  He  was  Assessor  of  a  territory  thir- 
teen miles  square,  in  1871,  when  the  majority  of 
the  people  lived  in  dugouts  in  deep  ravines.  In 
order  to  find  them  he  had  to  go  to  a  high  hill  and 
search  for  the  smoke  arising  from  their  chimneys 
at  breakfast  time..  Many  of  them  were  so  dis- 
couraged that  they  intended  leaving  the  country, 
but  Judge  Kalhoefer  prevailed  upon  them  to  re- 
main and  now  many  of  them  are  weakhy  men — 
thanking  him  that  he  had  persuaded  them  to  over- 
come the  difficulties  which  at  one  time  surrounded 
them. 

For  two  years  Judge  Kalhoefer  presided  over 
the  Probate  Court,  and  he  served  as  Justice  of  the 
Peace  six  years.  He  was  instrumental  in  organiz- 
ing the  Lutheran  Church  here,  and  himself  framed 
the  by-laws.  He  continued  one  of  its  most  active 
members,  leading  the  work  of  erecting  the  church 
edifice,   was    chairman   of  the   building  committee 
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and  did  most  of  the  work  of  collecting,  with  tlie 
assistance  of  Mr.  Fred  Brockme3'er.  his  brother-in- 
law.  In  1887  tlie  building  was  enlarged  and  the 
Judge  has  lived  to  see  a  congregation  of  over  100 
souls.  He  declined  the  oflicial  positions  to  wiiich 
the  brethren  would  have  called  him,  preferring  to 
leave  these  to  3'ounger  men.  He  possessed  those 
qualities  of  ciiaraeter  which  gained  him  the  esteem 
and  conHdence  of  all  with  whom  he  had  dealings. 
He  assisted  in  establishing  a  Masonic  lodge  and  a 
lodge  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  was  always  a  warm  de- 
fender of  tlieir  principles. 

A  native  of  the  principality  of  Waldeck,  Ger- 
many, Judge  Kalhoefer  was  born  April  15,  1829, 
and  was  reared  upon  a  farm,  receiving  at  the  same 
time  a  good  education  in  his  native  tongue.  At  the 
age  of  twenty  years  he  entered  the  army  and  later 
was  Inspector  or  Overseer  of  different  large  es- 
tates in  different  parts  of  Germanj- ,  holding  this 
position  seven  or  eight  years.  During  his  absence 
in  the  army  it  was  left  vacant  for  him,  which 
speaks  well  for  his  efficiency  and  fidelity. 

In  1854  Mr.  Kalhoefer  determined  upon  emi- 
grating to  America,  and  not  long  after  his  arrival 
entered  the  employ  of  tlie  government  contractors 
who  were  making  surveys,  and  in  the  pursuance  of 
his  duties  traveled  over  a  large  portion  of  the 
West,  in  Wisconsin,  Minnesota  and  Dakota.  He 
came  to  America  entirely  unacquainted  with  the 
English  language,  but  b}-  diligent  studj'  and  prac- 
tice, soon  made  himself  master  of  it.  After  his  at- 
tention was  turned  to  Kansas,  he  organized  the 
Washington  County  Emigration  Society,  of  which 
he  was  made  President,  also  the  Washington 
County  Coal  and  Mining  Company,  holding  the 
same  office  in  connection  witli  this.  He  likewise 
organized  the  Atchinson,  Watervilie  &  Hanover 
Railroad  Company,  serving  as  President,  and  also 
the  Salina,  Lincoln  &  Fremont  Railroad  Company. 
However  the  roads  were  not  built.  The  object 
was  to  awaken  the  jjeople  to  the  importance  of 
railroads  to  assist  in  the  development  of  the  coun- 
try. 

At  this  time  there  were  between  fifty  and  sixty 
unmarried  men  living  alone  within  six  or  seven 
miles  of  Hanover,  and  who  in  case  of  illness  or 
other  misfortune  might  suffer  greatly   before  any- 


one would  learn  of  it  or  go  to  their  relief.  For  the 
purpose  of  protecting  these  the  German  society 
under  the  name  and  style  of  the  Hanover  Deutsche 
Maennerverein  was  established,  with  the  design  also 
of  educating  its  members.  In  1871  a  fine  brick  hall 
for  their  aciommodalion  was  erected,  60  x  90  feet 
in  dimensions,  having  in  it  convenient  reading 
rooms  and  all  the  equipments  usually  found  in  a 
club  house.  Judge  Kalhoefer  was  the  first  man 
elected  Secretary,  which  office  he  held  three  or  four 
years  and  then  he  was  made  President.  The  So- 
ciety looked  after  its  sick  members  and  superin- 
tended their  education.  In  this  good  work  the 
Judge  was  foremost  and  it  has  been  largely  through 
his  instrumentality  that  it  survives  and  is  at  the 
present  time  in  a  most  prosperous  condition. 

The  marriage  of  Judge  Kalhoefer  and  Mrs.  So- 
phia (Brockmeyer)  Hollenberg,  was  celebrated  at 
the  bride's  home  in  Hanover,  Sept.  4,  1875.  They 
became  the  jiarents  of  one  son  who  died  in  infancy. 
Mrs.Kalhoefer  was  born  in  tlie  Kingdom  of  Hanover, 
Germany,  Oct.  19,  1839,  and  when  a  girl  of  twelve 
years  emigrated  to  America  witli  her  parents,,  land- 
ing in  New  York  City,  in  July,  18o2.  Mr.  Brock- 
meyer and  family  settled  in  Yatesville,  Conn., 
where  the  father  died  in  1854.  Mrs.  Kallioefer 
came  to  Kansas  with  her  brothei's  and  her  mother 
in  April  1855,  they  settling  near  the  Black  Vermil- 
lion, Marshall  Count}',  and  pre-empted  land  prior  to 
the  survey.  They  were  the  first  settlers  with  the 
exception  of  Mr.  Hollenberg.  on  Black  Vermillion 
Creek.  One  daughter,  Charlotte,  was  married  in 
Connecticut  to  William  E.  Tliiele,  and  to  them 
was  born  the  fii'st  wliite  cliiid  (^  a  son,  George),  in 
Marshall  County,  Sept.  14,  1855.  He  is  now  the 
Abstractor  of  Titles  at  Washington. 

Miss  Brockmeyer  lived  on  the  pioneer  farm  of 
her  parents  until  her  first  marriage  in  1858  with 
G.  Henry  Hollenberg.  In  the  spring  of  1859  the 
young  people  moved  up  to  a  point  on  the  old  Cal- 
ifornia road  which  was  called  Cottonwood  Station, 
■  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  present  site  of  Hanover, 
wliere  the  husband  established  a  ranch  and  where 
the  people  in  the  country  around  frequently  con- 
gegated,  being  afraid  of  the  Indians.  They  were, 
however,  never  seriously  molested.  In  1872  Mr. 
Hollenberg  removed  tio  Hanover.     He  laid  out  the 
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towns  of  Hanover  and  Hollenberg — and  was  liberal 
in  donating  lots  to  new-comers  who  wanted  to 
build  houses  on  the  town  sites.  The  storj'  of  his 
subsequent  career,  with  his  melancholj'  death  away 
from  his  friends,  at  sea,  will  be  found  on  another 
page  in  this  volume. 

The  Judge  and  his  amiable  lady  occupj'  a  high 
position  socially ,among  the  select  circles  of  Hanover 
and  have  many  especially  warm  friends  among  those 
who  like  themselves  trace  their  parentage  and  ances- 
try to  the  Fatherland.  For  these  they  have  labored 
faithfully  in  the  furtherance  of  their  best  interests. 
The  German  population  of  Washington  County 
has  assisted  largely  in  its,  growth  and  development 
and  occupies  no  unimportant  position  in  connection 
with  its  best  interests,  both  in  a  business  and  agri- 
cultural point  of  view.  In  politics,  the  Judge  has 
always  been  a  stanch  Republican.  He  voted  for 
Lincoln  and  Grant,  and  all  the  Republican  presi- 
dents. He  and  his  wife  are  both  worthj'  members 
of  the  Lutheran  Church.  We  take  pleasure  in  in- 
viting the  attention  of  our  many  readers  to  the 
elegant  portraits  of  Judge  Kalhoefer  and  wife. 


ILLIAM  F.  CARLS.     The  valuable  estate 

W  owned  and  occupied  by  this  gentleman  in 
„  ^  Bloom  Township,  Clay  County,  has  been 
his  place  of  residence  since  1871,  at  which  time  he 
and  the  other  members  of  the  paternal  family  came 
to  this  county  and  settled  on  160  acres  on  section 
.'51.  Much  of  the  country  around  them  was  un- 
liroken,  their  own  farm  was  new  and  they  were 
poor,  but  by  dint  of  perseverance,  industry  and  "a 
pull  altogether,"  they  have  succeeded  in  making 
for  themselves  an  excellent  home  and  a  farm  well- 
improved  and  highly  productive.  The  estate  com- 
prises 480  acres.  It  is  well  watered  by  the  north 
branch  of  Five  Creek,  is  well  stocked  with  domestic 
animals,  and  the  machinery  and  implements  requi- 
site for  the  successful  carrying  on  of  general  farm- 
ing in  which  its  owner  is  engaged. 

The  history  of  Mr.  Carls  until  he  was  about 
thirty  years  of  age  is  so  thoroughly  identified  with 
that  of  the  family,  that  we  may  begin  our  memoir 
with  some  brief  remarks  regarding  his  parents  and 
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their  children.  Herman  W.  Carls  was  descended 
from  an  old  and  respected  family,  well-known  in 
the  history  of  Oldenburg.  Germany,  where  he  was 
born.  He  was  educated  and  entered  upon  the  oc- 
cupation of  farming  in  that  country,  and  there 
married  Miss  Minnie  Tapeken,  also  of  an  old  Ger- 
man family,  for  many  years  residents  of  the  Duchy 
of  Oldenburg.  She  possessed  not  only  an  excellent 
education,  but  the  housewifely  training  which  is 
considered  so  indispensable  by  that  race.  Mrs. 
Minnie  Carls  died  in  her  native  county  about  the 
year  1862,  leaving  six  children,  all  of  whom  are 
yet  living.  At  the  time  of  her  death,  which  oc- 
curred in  middle  life,  she  belonged  to  the  Lutheran 
Church,  in  which  she  had  long  been  a  communicant. 

Five  children  of  Herman  Carls  and  his  wife 
Minnie  are  now  living  in  this  county:  Anna  is  the 
wife  of  John  VauHove,  and  their  home  is  on  a  farm 
in  Clay  Center  Township;  Henry  married  Miss 
Mary  Scliriber,  and  they  live  in  Five  Creeks 
Township;  Helen  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Abies,  their 
home  being  on  a  farm  in  the  same  township; 
George  is  farming  in  Sherman  Township,  having 
married  Miss  Caroline  Vogleman;  the  next  in 
order  of  birth  is  our  subject;  Antonie  is  the  wife 
of  Theodore  Mittendorf.  a  farmer  of  Five  Creeks 
Township. 

Henry  W.  Carls  took  a  second  companion  in 
j  the  person  of  Miss  Bertha  Martins,  who  like  his 
I  first  wife  descended  from  an  61d  Oldenburg  familj'. 
Their  marriage  resulted  in  the  birth  of  three  chil- 
dren: Minnie  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Eilers,  a  farmer 
of  this  county;  Emma  and  P'reda  a.-e  yet  at  home, 
caring  for  their  father,  who  is  now  a  widower,  Mrs. 
Bertha  Carls  having  died  in  this  township  in  1«7;5. 
while  in  the  prime  of  life. 

After  the  birth  of  these  children,  the  parents  and 
all  the  progen}'  left  the  Empire,  taking  passage  at 
Bremen  in  May,  1870,  for  the  United  States.  The 
steamer  on  which  they  sailed  landed  at  Castle  Gar- 
den, New  York  City,  and  the  family  came  at  once 
to  Kansas,  making  their  home  in  Manhattan  for 
about  twelve  months.  The3'  then  came  to  this 
township,  settling  on  the  estate  before-mentioned, 
and  improving  and  cultivating  the  same. 

The  gentleman  whose  name  heads  this  sketch, 
was  born    May    19,    1856,   and  remained  with   his 
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father,  being  after  the  latter's  second  marriage  the 
recipient  of  the  kindl}'  care  of  his  step-mother, 
until  his  marriage.  This  interesting  event  took 
place  in  Claj'  Center,  the  bride  being  Miss  Nettie 
Heikens.  Her  natal  day  was  April  27,  1864,  and 
her  birthplace  Oldenburg,  whence  her  parents, 
Lubbo  and  Lucy  (Husingea)  Heikens,  came  to  the 
United  States  in  1860.  They  lived  in  Illinois  until 
1873,  when  they  came  to  Riley  County,  Kan., 
wliere  they  are  now  living  on  a  farm.  Mrs.  Carls 
was  well  trained  by  her  wortliy  parents,  and  re- 
ceived an  excellent  education. 

Mr.  Carls,  out-  subject,  has  been  the  owner  of  the 
farm  of  160  acres  which  he  now  occupies,  since 
1887,  and  is  showing  the  same  enterprise  in  its 
management  which  proved  so  helpful  in  the  im- 
provement of  the  home  estate,  while  he  and  his 
father  were  still  working  jointly.  He  is  a  Demo- 
crat in  politics.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Lutheran 
Church,  his  wife  being  likewise  identified  with  tliat 
religious  body.  Among  the  citizens  of  this  section 
lie  is  regarded  as  an  honored  addition  to  its  agri- 
cultural class,  and  to  the  moral  and  upright  mem- 
bers of  the  community. 


\i7  EVI  E.  WOODMAN.  A  scion  of  substan- 
I  ^  tial  New  England  stock,  Mr.  Woodman  is  a 
jLr?^  man  who  bears  an  excellent  reputation  in 
Manhattan  Township,  being  more  than  ordinarily 
industrious  and  enterprising,  and  he  has  by  his  own 
efforts  accumulated  a  comfortable  supply  of  this 
world's  goods.  He  owns  a  neat  little  stone  resi- 
dence and  ten  acres  of  land,  on  the  northern  edge 
of  the  city  limits,  where  he  cultivates  an  orchard 
and  raises  all  the  commodities  for  the  family  con- 
sumption; by  trade  he  is  a  stone  mason.  Pleasant 
and  genial  in  manner,  he  invariably  attracts  to  him- 
self friends  wherever  he  goes,  and  is  of  that  active 
and  progressive  temiierament  which  has  uniformly 
led  him  to  encourage  the  enterprises  calculated  to 
advance  the  interests  of  this  community. 

A  native  of  Tam worth,  Carroll  Co.,  N.  H.,  Mr. 
Woodman  was  born  July  28,  1831.  and  was  there 
reared  to  man's  estate,  acquiring  his  education  in 
the  common   school.     He    learned    the   trade  of  a 


clothier  at  which  he  worked  until  eighteen  years 
j  old,  then  served  an  apprenticeship  as  a  mason 
I  which  he  has  since  followed.  He  worked  at  his 
j  trade  in  Nashua,  N.  H.,  and  subsequentl}-  spent 
I  three  years  from  1851  to  1853  in  Georgia  and 
South  Carolina. 

Mr.  Woodman  in  1857  set  out  for  Kansas  with  a 
1  colony,  leaving  the  city  of  Boston,  March  10.  Com- 
ing to  Riley  County  he  settled  first  in  Manhattan 
where  he  lived  for  a  period  of  twenty -six  years, 
emploj'ing  himself  at  his  trade.  He  removed  to 
;  his  present  place  in  1883.  He  was  the  first  practi- 
cal stone  mason  to  locate  in  Manhattan.  His  first 
work  was  done  on  a  school-house  and  the  second  on 
a  liotel  building  at  the  foot  of  Poynlz  Avenue,  now 
occupied  by  Welcome  Wells,  who  is  represented 
elsewhere  in  this  Ai,bum.  Most  of  his  work,  how- 
ever, has  been  done  on  private  residences  and  it  is 
work  which  will  bear  inspection  at  all  times. 

Over  thirty  years  ago  Mr.  Woodman  was  married 
in  Manhattan  March  14,  1859,  to  Miss  Emma, 
daughter  of  Abraham  J.  and  Mary  A.  Hall,  who 
were  natives  of  Rhode  Island,  where  Mrs.  Wood- 
man was  also  born  in  April, 1841.  The  children  born 
of  this  union  are  recorded  as  follows:  Agnes  mar- 
ried George  Wake,  a  real-estate  agent  of  Topeka 
and  they  have  one  child;  Carrie  died  when  eight 
months  old;  Minnie  died  when  two  years  old;  Louis 
and  John  are  at  home  with  their  parents. 

Mr.  AVoodman  has  been  identified  with  the  Re- 
publican party  since  its  organization  and  in  1878 
was  a  delegate  to  the  Stale  convention.  He  has 
also  been  sent  as  a  delegate  to  the  Congressional 
and  County  conventions  a  number  of  times.  He 
belongs  to  Manhattan  Lodge,  No.  17,  I.  O.  O.  F. 
and  K.  of  H.,  Lodge,  No.  1,470  at  Manhattan. 
During  the  Civil  War  he  served  in  Comj^any  C, 
17th  Kansas  Infantry  looking  after  hostile  Indians, 
and  was  Aid-de-camp  to  Gen.  Samuel  M.  Wood. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  James  and  Eliz- 
abeth (Jackson)  Woodman  who  were  likewise  na- 
tives of  Tamworth,  N.  H.  His  paternal  grandfather 
:  David  Woodman,  came  from  England,  prior  to  the 
I  Revolutionary  War,  first  fought  the  Indians,  and 
afterward  served  all  through  the  Revolution- 
ary struggle  and  the  War  of  1812.  He  died 
in    1831.  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninet^'-six  years. 
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Tlie  Jackson  family  is  of  Irish  descent.  Grand- 
father Jackson  lived  to  be  over  ninety  years  old  and 
one  of  his  daughters  died  at  the  age  of  ninety-nine 
years  and  four  months.  The  father  of  our  subject, 
.lames  M.  Woodman,  was  a  clothier,  a  carder  and  a 
colorer  of  woolens  which  business  he  followed 
through  life.  He  was  a  Universalist  in  religious 
belief  and  died  in  1870  at  the  age  of  eightj--two 
years.     Politically,  he  was  a  Democrat. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  died  a  few  weeks  after 
her  son,  Levi,  was  born.  James  was  the  eldest  of 
the  six  children  and  has  been  ii  resident  of  Califor- 
nia for  the  last  thirty  years.  He  is  a  min  ister  of 
tlic  Congregational  Church  and  conducts  an  acad- 
emy at  Chicago.  He  married  Miss  Jlartha  Brebank 
and  they  have  two  children.  Joana  died  in  Vienna, 
Wis.,  in  1877;  she  married  John  Martin,  a  farmer 
and  fancy  stock-breeder,  and  there  were  born  to 
them  six  children.  Andrew  was  Captain  of  a  brig 
in  the  fishing  business  and  died  about  fifteen  3'ears 
.ago,  at  the  age  of  forty,  leaving  one  child.  John 
married  Miss  Ann  Stake  and  is  a  steam-fitter  in 
Cliicago,  111.;  Sarah,  Mrs.  Merrill,  died  in  Rumney. 
N.  H.,  in  1877,  leaving  two  children. 


JOHN  H.  HOOVER,  M.D.  There  is  not  a 
more  popular  man  among  the  medical  profes- 
sion than  Dr.  Hoover.  He  is  a  conscientious 
and  able  practitioner,  a  man  of  sound  moral 
principles,  one  who  has  labored  to  excel  in  his  pro- 
fession and  who  has  made  a  record  of  which  he 
has  reason  to  be  proud.  Personally,  he  is  a  gentle- 
man "  to  the  manor  born,"  extenrling  to  both  friend 
and  stranger  those  courtesies  which  are  the  truest 
indication  of  birth  and  breeding. 

A  Virginian  liy  birth,  the  early  life  of  Dr. 
Hoover  was  spent  in  the  vicinity  of  Stevens  City 
in  the  (31d  Dominion,  where  he  first  opened  his 
eyes  to  the  light  Aug.  16,  1853.  He  was  reared  on 
a  farm  and,  until  a  youth  of  eighteen  years,  pur- 
sued his  studies  in  a  log  school  house  under  in- 
struction carried  on  by  the  subscription  plan.  Later 
he  went  to  Monongalia  County,  W.  Va.,  and  at- 
tended the  West  Virginia  State  University,  at  Mor- 
gan town,  taking  a  classical    course  of   two   years. 


In  1874  he  came  to  the  Western  country,  locating 
first  in  Indiana  and  then  removing  to  Iowa,  where 
he  began  the  study  of  medicine  under  the  instruc- 
tion of  Dr.  McLary  of  Indianola,  Iowa.  He  re- 
mained with  him  one  year  then  entered  the  office 
of  Dr.  Parr  of  the  same  city.  In  the  fall  of  1876 
he  entered  the  State  Medical  College,  at  Iowa  City, 
and  studied  in  the  Medical  Department  one  term. 
We  next  find  him  in  Clyde,  this  State,  where  he 
commenced  the  practice  of  his  profession  with  Dr. 
Campbell,  witii  whom  he  was  associated  until  the 
death  of  the  latter  in  1883.  Dr.  Hoover  then  after 
living  in  Atchison  for  some  time,  came  to  Washing- 
ton County,  this  State,  and  established  himself  at 
Haddam  where  he  has  since  remained. 

In  1885,  wishing  to  still  further  perfect  himself 
in  the  knowledge  of  his  profession,  Dr.  Hoover  be- 
came a  student  in  Eiisworth  MiMlionl  Colii'ue,  at  St. 
Joseph,  Mo.  He  was  grndiiatcd  with  lidiiors  in 
1886,  obtaining  the  blue  rilibon.  Tlien  returning 
to  Haddam,  he  resumed  his  practice  and  has  an  ex- 
tensive business,  both  in  Washington  and  Republic 
Counties.  For  the  past  two  years  he  has  been  the 
County  Physician  and  enjo3's  a  large  practice  both 
in  Union  and  Grant  Townships.  Besides  his  resi- 
dence, he  owns  a  number  of  lots  in  the  town  of 
Haddam. 

While  a  resident  of  Cljde,  Kan.,  Dr.  Hoover 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Maggie  Sangster. 
This  lady  was  born  in  Luray,  Page  Co.,  Va.,  and 
died  in  Cl3-de  in  1886  leaving  one  child,  a  daugh- 
ter Maggie,  who  is  now  in  Clyde  with  its  grand- 
mother. Dr.  Hoover  in  October,  1888  contracted 
a  second  marriage  with  Miss  Jessie  Chase,  a  native 
of  Maine,  and  who  was  born  May  13, 1871.  They 
have  a  pleasant  and  attractive  home  and  enjoj'  the 
friendship  of  the  best  people  of  Hiddam  Town- 
ship. Dr.  Hoover  was  the  first  mayor  of  the  little 
city  and  has  always  signalized  himself  as  a  liberal 
and  public  spirited  citizen.  Me  belongs  to  the 
Washington  County  Medical  Society,  and  is  the 
Medical  Examiner  for  the  Kansas  Mutual  Life  In- 
surance Compnny.  Politically,  he  supi)orts  the 
princii^les  of   the  Republican  part.y. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  John  H.  Hoover, 
a  native  of  Winchester,  Va.  and  the  son  of  Samuel 
Hoover,  who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  and  was  a 
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farmer  l\y  occupation.  The  latter  finally  leaving 
the  Keystone  State,  moved  to  a  farm  near  Win- 
chester, Va.,  where  he  became  owner  of  a  planta- 
tion and  slaves  and  was  quite  wealthy.  He  there 
spent  his  last  days.  The  Hoover  family  was  of 
German  descent.  John  Hoover  cleared  a  farm  in 
the  vicinity  of  Currantstown,  Ya.,  and  likewise  be- 
came well-to-do.  He  was  the  owner  of  four  slaves, 
but  was  an  Abolitionist  and  prior  to  the  war  set 
them  free.  He  is  still  living  on  a  160-acre  farm 
in  ^'irginia  and  although  seventy-two  years  old,  is 
still  an  active  and  prominent  citizen.  He  votes 
the  straight  Republican  ticket  and  is  a  member  in 
good  standing  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 

Mrs.  Adelaide  (Krider)  Ibiuver,  the  mother  of 
our  subject  was  born  in  Stephens  City,  ^'a.,  and  was 
the  daughter  of  John  Krider,  a  native  of  Pennsyl- 
vania who  lived  near  Beckstown.  He  was  a  well- 
educated  man,  a  Professor  and  for  seven  years 
served  in  the  Revolutionary  War  under  the  direct 
command  of  Washington.  The  Krider  family  also 
traced  its  ancestry  to  the  Fatherland.  Grandmother 
Krider  was  in  her  girlhood  Miss  Goreley.  She 
was  born  at  Front  Royal,  \'t.,and  w.as  the  daughter 
of  a  prominent  family,  her  father  holding  offlcial 
position.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  and  died  in  1873  at  Stephens  Cit3', 
Va.  There  are  only  four  children  in  the  familj' 
of  John  H.  Hoover,  namely  :  Anna  and  Hugh  who 
remain  under  the  parental  roof,  John  H.,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  and  Blanche,  who  married  John 
Huber,  and  resides  near  Stephens  City. 


<^^^^iiB- 


x^A  HAHLES  WARINC; 


a  fine  representative 
of  the  industrial  interests  of  Rilej'  County, 
where  for  many  j-ears  he  has  been  engaged 
as  a  carpenter.  He  holds  an  honorable  place 
among  the  pioneers  of  Kansas.  Coming  here  in 
1857,  he  has  been  a  resident  of  the  State  ever 
since,  with  the  exception  of  some  years  during  tlie 
war,  for  he  was  one  of  the  noble  army  of  citizen 
soldiers  who  fought  to  preserve  the  rnion,  and  his 
record  as  a  member  of  Company  G,  11th  Kansas 
Regiment,  is  one  to  which  he  may  point  with  ccmi- 
mendable  pride.     A  citizen  of  Manhattan  since  the 


time  when  it  was  a  mere  hamlet,  a  cdllection  of 
some  half-dozen  rudely  built  houses,  he  has  not 
only  watched  its  growth  with  great  interest  until 
it  has  become  a  busy,  flourishing  city,  the  metrop- 
olis of  a  rich  agricultural  region,  but  he  has  con- 
tributed not  a  little  to  its  upbuilding. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  the  town  of  Walton. 
Delaware  Co.,  N.Y.,  Nov.  15,1827.  His  father. 
Hiram  Waring,  was  born  in  Albany,  N.Y.,  in  1800, 
,and  was  a  son  of  Linus  Waring,  who  came  from 
England  to  America  some  time  during  the  last  cent- 
ury. He  settled  in  New  York  State,  and  when  the 
War  of  1812  was  raging,  served  as  quartermaster 
in  a  New  York  regiment  and  was  stationed  at  Al- 
bany. He  removed  from  there  to  Delaware  County, 
and  thence  to  Rhode  Island.  His  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Elizabeth  Weed,  was  born 
at  Horse  Neck,  Conn.,  near  the  famous  church  of 
that  place,  and  in  plain  sight  of  the  stone  steps 
that  led  down  the  steep  embankment  over  which 
Gen.  Putnam  dashed,  and  she  witnessed  the  daring 
ride  and  saw  the  British  light  horse  in  hot 
pursuit.  She  died  at  the  home  of  her  son  James, 
at  Trumansburgh,  N.Y. 

The  father  of  our  suliject  was  reared  in  his  na- 
tive Stale,  and  early  in  life  learned  the  trade  of 
clothier,  as  a  manufacturer  of  cloth  was  then 
called.  He  acquired  his  knowledge  of  the  calling 
in  the  mill  of  his  uncle.  Abraham  Ogden,  in  Walton. 
After  marriage  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  lum- 
ber business,  buying  standing  timber,  cutting 
and  sawing  it  in  his  mill  and  then  rafting  it  down 
tlie  Delaware  River  to  the  market  in  Philadelphia. 
Later  he  was  employed  in  the  woolen  mills  then 
belonging  to  Henry  M.  Ray,  and  he  was  given  charge 
of  the  mills,  and  was  foreman  there  about  five 
years.  While  he  occupied  that  position  his  sons 
managed  his  farm,  rhich  was  located  seven  miles 
west  of  Walton  on  AVest  Brook.  After  resigning  as 
manager  he  resumed  farming  and  resided  on  his 
homestead  till  his  death  in  1869.  He  was  a  man 
of  great  personal  worth,  of  thriftj',  industrious 
habits,  and  was  well  thought  of  by  his  fellow-citi- 
zens. The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Rebecca 
Beebe.  She  was  born  in  Walton,  N.Y.,  and  was  a 
daughter  of  Samuel  Beebe.  a  native  of  Connecti- 
cut, and    a    pioneer   of    Delaware    County,      He 
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bought  a  tract  of  land  in  wliat  is  known  as  East 
Brook,  and  there  lie  cleared  a  farm.  But  he  was 
sulisequenlly  swindled  out  of  it  by  a  defective 
title,  after  he  liad  accumulated  a  competency.  He 
repurchased  tiie  farm,  paying  for  it  the  second 
time.  Later  lie  sold  it,  and  moving  to  West  Brook, 
buuglit  an  im|iroved  farm,  on  which  he  made  his 
home  till  his  deatli,  July  3,  1840.  The  mother  of 
our  subject  died  at  tlie  home  of  her  son  James 
in  the  town  of  Franklin,  N.  Y.  There  were  four 
children  born  to  her  and  her  husband,  all  of  whom 
grew  to  maturity,  James,  Charles.  Edwin  and 
George.     Two  daughter!  died  in   infancy. 

Our  subject  passed  the  early  j^ears  of  his  life  in 
his  native  county.  When  he  was  twelve  years  old 
he  went  to  live  with  his  aunt,  Mrs.  Ruth  Heath,  and 
remained  with  her  till  after  her  husband's  death. 
In  1843  he  returned  to  liis  parents'  home  to  assist 
in  the  farm  work,  and  was  thus  engaged  till  1847, 
when  he  enlisted  for  the  Mexican  War.  An  order 
coming  from  the  Government  not  to  accept  any 
more  regiments,  lie  was  not  mustered  into  service. 
After  that  he  commenced  to  learn  the  carpenter's 
trade  in  the  town  of  Walton,  serving  an  apprentice- 
ship of  nearly  three  years.  At  the  expiration  of 
that  time  he  did  journey-work  two  years  and  then 
went  into  business  for  himself  as  a  contractor  and 
builder.  In  1852  he  turned  his  attention  to  the 
calling  to  which  he  had  been  bred,  and  bought  a 
farm,  erected  suitable  buildings  and  made  his  home 
thereon  till  1857.  In  that  year,  when  the  admis- 
sion of  Kansas  as  a  free  or  a  slave  State  was  agitat- 
ing the  country,  he  with  a  number  of  other  New 
York  people  started  for  the  debatable  teiritory  on 
the  '20th  of  March,  traveling  by  rail  to  St.  Louis, 
where  they  embarked  on  the  steamer  "  Star  of  the 
West"  for  Leavenworth.  After  their  arrival  at 
th.at  point  the  party  visited  Ft.  Leavenworth,  spend- 
ing a  day  there  and  then  returning  to  Leavenworth, 
and  engaged  a  man  to  convey  them  to  Manhattan  for 
•110  each.  On  his  arrival  there  our  subject  imme- 
diately engaged  at  his  trade,  and  for  the  next  few 
years  was  busily  engaged  helping  the  early  settlers 
to  build  their  homes.  The  surrounding  prairie  was 
sparsely  settled,  deer  and  other  wild  animals  roamed 
at  will,  and  there  were  but  few  evidences  of  the 
approaching  civilization  that  should   make   this  a 


populous,    prosperous    region.       During    his    first 
year's  residence  here  IMr.  Waring  made  a  claim  to 
a  tract  of  land  across  the  Kansas  river,  and  built  a 
cabin  to  hold  the  claim,  which  he  finally  pre-empted. 
He  next   continued  to   work  at   his  trade  till  after 
the  breaking   out  of   the  war,  but   on    the  25th  of 
August,  1862.  he  abandoned  it,  determined  to  take 
a  part    in    suppressing    the  rebellion,  and    became 
on  that  day  a  member   of    Company  G,   11  th  Kan- 
sas Infantry.      In  1863  his   regiment  was  mounted 
and  was  afterward  one  of    the    prominent  cavalry 
regiments.     The  principal  battles  in  which  he  took 
part  were  fought  at  Ft.  Wayne,  Cane  Hill,  Prairie 
(hove.   Van  Buren,    Lexington,   Mo.,    and    Little 
Blue.    Our  subject  and  his  comrades  were  engaged 
much  of    the  time  in  driving  the  bushwhackers  out 
of    Arkansas   and  Missouri,  and  June  20,  1863,  he 
was  transferred  to  the  headquarters'  band,  and  with 
his  regiment  was  sent  to  the  frontier.where  they  took 
I    a  conspicuous  part  in  the  battle  of    Platte  Bridge, 
Wyoming  Territory,   which    w.as    waged    against 
3,000  Indians,  the  contest  lasting  three  days.     Mr. 
:    Waring  served  with    his   regiment  till  the  close  of 
!    the  war,   and    was    honorably   discharged    at   Ft. 
Leavenworth,  Sept.    20,     1865,  having    done    his 
duty  as  a  true  soldier  in  all  times  and  at  all  places, 
deserving  and  winning  the    commendation  of  his 
commanding  ofBcers  and  the  esteem  of    his  fellow- 
j   soldiers.    After  his  trying  experiences  of  life  in  the 
1    army,  Mr.  Waring  came  back  to  his  home  in  Kan- 
sas   and    resumed    his    business    as  a  carpenter,  at 
which  he  is  still  engaged,  although  he  has  acquired 
a  comfortable  competency  and  has  built  up  a  cozy 
home.     In  this  work  he  has    been  greatly  assisted 
by  his  helpful,   active  wife,  to  whom  he  was  united 
in  marriage  Oct.  10,  1865.     Her  maiden   name  was 
!    Mary  R.  Phelps,    and  she    was   born    in   Vermont. 
I    They  have  five   children.    Edwin   F..   Francis    P., 
William   A.,  Lucy  and    Bertie    R.     Lucy  married 
AVilliam    Mear.    of    Wabaunsee    County;     Bertie 
married  Dr.  Paris  Phelps,  of  Chanute,  Neosho  Co. 
Mr.  Waring   in    his  life-work  has  shown  himself 
to  be  possessed  of  skill  and  sound  judgment,which, 
combined  with   thrift,  steadiness   of  purpose   and 
other   traits    of    character    necessary'    to    success 
I    in    any  calling,  have  made  him    prosperous.     But 
I   while  laboring  to  accumulate  a  competence,  he  has 
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not  been  nnminrifiil  of  his  duties  as  a  good  man 
and  a  reliable  citizen,  as  is  proved  by  his  dealings 
with  others  as  concerns  the  former,  and  b}'  his  war 
record  and  subsequent  conduct  as  regards  the  lat- 
ter. He  was  a  Republican  for  many  years,  but  of 
late  years  has  been  identified  with  the  Greenback 
and  Union  Labor  parties.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
A.F.&A.M.,  belonging  to  LaFayette  Lodge,  No.lG. 
He  is  a  prominent  member  of  the  G.A.R.  as  repre- 
sented in  this  city,  belonging  to  the  Lew  Gove 
Post,  No.  100,  he  having  been  a  charter  member 
of  the  Post,  and  to  him  the  honor  is  due  of  propos- 
ing the  name  that  it  bears,  and  he  was  its  second 
Commander. 


ff^'RANKLIN  A.  PAULL.  Nothing  fills  the 
11=^  soul  of  the  biographer  with  more  pleasure 
!^  than  to  meet  "a    gentleman    to  the  manor 

born."  Mr.  Paul  would  be  at  once  recognized  any- 
where, as  possessing  those  qualities  of  character 
which  insure  a  man  hosts  of  friends  and  upon  whom 
too  high  an  estimate  can  scarcely  be  placed.  Genial, 
companionable  and  courteous  in  a  marked  degree, 
he  is  likewise  a  business  man  of  fine  abilities  and,  it 
is  hardly  necessary  to  say,  occupies  a  high  position 
in  social  as  well  as  business  circles.  He  is  interested 
in  agricultural  pursuits  and  has  a  beautiful  and  at- 
tractive homestead,  comprising  320  acres  of  land  13-- 
ing  on  section  13,  Brantford  Township,  Washington 
County.  This  farm  has  been  developed  by  a  man 
of  no  ordinary  enterprise  as  its  appearance  indicates. 

The  native  place  of  our  subject  was  Medina 
County,  Ohio,  and  the  date  of  his  birtii  June  30, 
1840.  He  was  reared  from  boyhood  to  farm  pur- 
.suits  and  finds  in  the  tilling  of  the  soil,  of  which  he 
has  made  an  art  and  a  science,  his  chief  pleasure. 
When  he  was  two  and  one- half  years  old  his  parents 
left  Ohio  and  removed  to  Kane  County,  111.,  where 
they  sojourned  for  eleven  years. 

Thence  they  pushed  on  westward  across  the  Mis- 
sissippi into  Keokuk  Count}',  Iowa,  and  Franklin  A. 
continued  a  member  of  the  parental  houselioid 
until  after  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War. 

In  August,  1861,  being  then  a  young  man  of 
twenty-one  years  and  full  of  patriotic  ardor,  Mr. 
Paull  entered  the  Union  army  as  a  member  of  Com- 


pany F,  8th  Iowa  Infantry,  enlisting  for  three 
years,  or  during  the  war.  He  acquitted  himself  in 
a  creditable  manner  as  a  soldier  and  remained  in 
the  service  until  May,  1866.  His  duties  chiefly  lay 
in  Alabama  and  Georgia  and  he  participated  in 
many  of  the  memorable  battles  fought  in  that  region 
and  although  experiencing  many  hairbreadth  es- 
capes, was  never  wounded  or  taken  prisoner.  At  tlie 
close  of  the  war  he  was  mustered  outatSelma,  Ala.. 
received  his  honorable  discharge  at  Davenport. 
Iowa.  His  fine  constitution  enabled  him  to  endure 
the  hardships  and  privations  of  army  life  without 
injury,  and  he  returned  home  sound  and  well. 

Mr.  Paull  immediately  commenced  farming  in 
Iowa,  remaining  there  until  1872.  While  a  soldier, 
he  returned  home  on  a  furlough  and  on  the  13lh 
of  April.  18G4,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Ann  Conklin.  a  native  of  Ohio'  and  to  them 
have  been  born  seven  children  of  whom  four  are 
living.  In  the  fall  of  1872,  Mr.  Paull  set  out  for 
AVashington  County,  Kan.,  and  homesteaded  ICO 
acres  of  his  present  farm.  Its  condition  at  tliat 
time  was  widely  in  contrast  to  its  present  state. 
it  being  then  a  v/ild  and  uncultivated  tract,  with- 
out trees  or  buildings.  His  improvements  now 
are  sim))ly  elegant,  comprising  a  fine  residence 
with  corresponding  outbuildings  and  all  the  ma- 
chinery and  other  appliances  necessarj'  to  success- 
ful agriculture.  Stock-raising  forms  a  leading- 
feature  in  the  operations  of  Mr.  Paull.  He  makes 
a  specialty  of  fine  horses,  having  a  valuable,  im- 
ported Percheron  stallion  and  a  goodly  number  of 
brood  mares  and  colts.  He  is  able  to  exhibit  some 
of  the  finest  animals  in  both  cattle  and  horses,  in 
Northern  Kansas.  He  has  also  a  fine  herd  of  Po- 
land-China swine. 

After  finding  himself  upon  solid  ground,  financi- 
ally, Mr.  Paul  added  to  his  landed  possessions  by 
the  purchase  of  another  160  acres,  so  that  he  is  now 
the  owner  of  a  half  section.  The  whole  has  been 
brought  to  a  fine  state  of  cultivation  and  planted 
with  forest  and  fruit  trees,  there  being  upon  e.ach 
quarter  section  an  excellent  orchard  in  good  bear- 
ing condition.  His  barnyards  and  feed  lots  are 
all  arranged  conveniently  and  a  wind  pump  dis- 
burses pure  w.ater  through  pipes  to  whatever  spot 
needed.     This  water  flows  from  living  springs  and 
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there  is  also  anotliei-  rivulet  flowing  through  tiie 
farm  and  bordered  with  timber.  Mr.  Paull  intends 
in  tiie  near  future  to  feed  an  additional  number  of 
cattle,  as  lie  finds  this  industrj-  very  profitable. 

Tiie  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  son  of  George 
A.  Paull.  who  was  born  in  New  York  State  and 
came  to  Kansas  in  1874,  settling  in  Ellsworth 
Count}'.  He  homesteaded  eighty  acres  of  land  from 
which  he  opened  up  a  good  farm  and  where  he  still 
lives.  He  was  married  in  early  manhood  to  Miss 
Eliza  Spencer,  daughter  of  C.  R.  Spencer,  who  died 
in  Ohio.  Of  this  union  there  were  born  seven  chil- 
dren only  four  of  whom  are  living,  viz.:  Franklin  A., 
Charles  M.,  Benjamin  B.  and  Hattie  A.  Mr.  Franklin 
Paull  and  his  estimable  wife  are  devoted  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  Mr.  Paull, 
politically,  votes  the  Republican  ticket.  He  has 
served  as  Township  Treasurer,  but  beyond  this  de- 
clines the  cares  and  responsibilities  of  office.  ' 

The  passing  traveler  observes  with  marked  in- 
terest the  Paull  homestead  set  like  a  picture  in  the 
landscape,  and  which  our  artist  has  faithfully  re- 
[)roduced  in  a  fine  view  on  another  page. 


1 


^ETER  BICHEL,  a  Kansas  pioneer  of  1866, 
came  first  to  Jefferson  County,  this  State, 
where  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land 
and  lived  there  until  1871.  Then  not 
being  satisfied  with  his  condition  or  his  prospects, 
he  sold  out  and  coming  tn  ^^■asllington  County, 
purchased  a  homestead  claim — that  which  he  now 
owns  and  occupies — in  Grant  Township,  when  there 
were  no  improvements  upon  it.  Its  present  condition 
indicates  to  what  good  (jurpose  he  has  labored,  as  the 
passing  traveler  looks  upon  a  thoroughly  culti- 
vated farm,  embellished  with  good  buildings,  for- 
rest  and  fruit  trees  and  the  other  appliances  of  a 
modern  country'  estate.  Besides  carrying  on  the 
cultivation  of  the  soil,  Mr.  Bichel  has  put  out 
about  400  npple  trees,  300  peach  trees  and  300 
cherries  and  pear  trees,  besides  1,000  grape  vines. 
He  understands  the  manufacture  of  wine  and  has 
two  cellars  reasonably  filled  with  that  which  he  de- 
signs sliall  cheer  without  inebriating.  In  these  cel- 
lars also  during  the    winter  season    will    be  found 


some  of  the  finest  fruits  in  America  or  even  on  the 
Rhine.  The  proprietor  has  had  very  little  assis- 
tance in  all  this  labor,  the  greater  part  of  it  being 
done  by  his  own  hands.  He  is  a  man  strong,  phy- 
sically, and  as  the  result  of  correct  habi.s,  has  been 
enabled  to  labor  and  endure  more  than  most  of  his 
kind. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Prussia, 
Jan.  21,  1881,  and  in  1854,  when  a  young  man  of 
twenty -three  years,  emigrated  to  America  by  him- 
self and  settled  in  Jersey  County,  111.,  where  he 
lived  until  after'  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War. 
He  then  enlisted  in  Company  E,  1st  Illinois  Light 
Artillery,in  what  was  known  as  the" Waterhaus  Bat- 
tery" .and  entered  upon  the  campaign  commencing 
with  the  first  battle  of  Shiloh,  and  later  was  at 
Corinth  and  Memphis,  Tenn.,  whence  the  regiment 
went  to  Chuckaliick  Island,  where  they  were  kept 
for  several  weeks  by  the  rise  of  the  Mississippi. 
Next  they  repaired  to  Duckport,  La.,  across  the 
river  and  above  Vicksburg,  where  Mr.  Bichel  was 
employed  on  the  great  canal,  then  went  to  Port 
Gibson,  crossing  at  Grand  Gulf  and  taking  part  in 
the  capture  of  Jackson,  Miss.  This  famous  batter^' 
performed  some  very  effective  service  at  this  point 
and  Mr.  Bichel  was  among  the  foremost  in  the 
fight.  Later,  he  took  part  in  the  battles  of  Rey- 
nolds, Champion  Hills  and  Black  River  Bridge. 
He  was  present  at  the  second  battle  of  Jackson, 
doing  effective  service  in  the  heavy  artillery  fight 
and  during  which  time  the  heavy  cannonading  so 
affected  him  that  for  a  time  he  was  totally  deaf,  and 
has  been  deaf  in  his  right  ear  since  then. 

Later,  Mr.  Bichel  entered  upon  the  Mississippi 
and  Tennessee  campaigns  and  participated  in  some 
heavy  fighting,  going  with  Sturgis  in  his  unfortu- 
nate expedition  on  what  was  known  as  the  Guntown- 
raid,  the  only  place  when  the  battery  was  obliged  to 
back  out  and  where  they  lost  all  their  guns.  Di- 
rectly afterward  they  were  in  contact  with  the 
rebels  and  paid  them  up  for  their  loss  on  the  Gen. 
A.  J.  Smith  raid.  Next  they  were  at  St.  Charles 
on  the  White  River,  where  they  had  a  brush  with 
the  rebel,  Gen.  Price,  following  him  across  the 
State  of  Missouri,  and  then  marched  from  Sedalia, 
Mo.,  to  St'  Louis,  where  they  took  transportation  to 
Nashville  and  Mr.  Bichel  took  part   in    the  battle 
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with  the  rebel.  Gen.  Hooil,  which  practically  com- 
pleted his  army  experience.  He  received  his  hon- 
orable discharge  April  14.  1865. 

Mr.  Bichel  ma}'  be  pardoned  for  looking  on  his 
war  record  with  honest  pride.  The  history  of  the 
famous  "Witterhaus  Battery"  is  one  well  known  to 
those  acquainted  with  some  of  the  most  important 
events  in  the  great  National  struggle.  Its  men 
were  all  brave  and  did  admirable  service.  Upon 
leaving  the  army,  Mr.  Bichel  returned  to  Stephen- 
son County,  111.,  removing  shortly  afterward  to 
Jefferson  County,  this  State.  His  subsequent  course 
we  have  already  indicated. 

In  Grant  Township,  "Washington  Co.,  Kan., 
Peter  Bichel  was  married  May  21.  1872,  to  Miss 
Christina,  daughter  of  Alfred  Dietrich,  and  of  this 
union  there  have  been  born  eight  children,  namely: 
Jacob,  Mary,  Henry,  Annie,  Katie,  Lizzie,  Peter 
and  Paulina.  These  are  stout,  bright  and  healthy 
cliildrcn,  who  are  being  trained  to  the  habits  of  in- 
dustry which  has  been  the  secret  of  their  father's 
success  in  life.  Mr.  Bichel  after  having  done 
such  good  service  in  the  Union  army,  is  naturally 
the  strong  supporter  of  Republican  principles.  He, 
and  his  good  wife  are  consistent  members  of  the 
German  Catholic  Church,  attending  services  at  the 
church  in  Strawberry  Township. 

In  looking  upon  Mr.  Bichel's  homestead,  illus- 
trated on  another  page  by  a  fine  lithographic  view, 
the  reader  will  bear  in  mind  that  this  is  also  one 
of  the  finest  fruit  farms  in  this  part  of  the  county, 
and  indicates  in  a  marked  manner  what  may  be  ac- 
complished upon  the  soil  of  the  Sunflower  .State,  by 
a  man  of  industry  and  enterprise. 

HILETUS  REMINGTON.  Among  the 
many  citizens  of  Clay  County,  who  have 
been  residents  therein  for  a  sufficient 
length  of  time  to  have  a  practical  knowl- 
edge of  the  difficulties  attending  frontier  life  and 
au  extended  observation  of  the  growth  and  de- 
velopment of  this  section  of  the  great  West,  none 
better  deserve  notice  in  a  volume  of  this  kind,  than 
he  whose  name  iuitiates  this  bio'2;raphy.     His  pleas- 


ant farm  home''is  located  on  section  21,  Blaine 
Township,  and  it  has,  by  his  own  persevering  indus- 
try, been  reclaimed  from  a  wild  and  primitive  con- 
dition to  the  beautiful  and  fertile  acreage  which  it 
is  to-day.  He  and  his  wife  are  among  the  oldest 
of  the  settlers  in  their  locality' and  are  now,  in  their 
old  age,  enjoying  the  fruits  of  useful  and  well- 
spent  lives  and  the  ease  which  is  a  just  recompense 
of  years  of  toil. 

The  p.aternal  ancestors  of  our  subject  were  of 
Welch  and  Danish  origin,  and  both  his  parents 
were  born  in  M.assachusetts,  the  mother's  native 
place  having  been  in  the  vicinity  of  Boston. 
Jonathan  Remington,  an  uncle  of  our  subject,  was 
a  Revolutionary  soldier  and  was  killed  by  a  Tory 
during  that  strife.  Senaca  and  Mary  (Sargent) 
Remington,  parents  of  our  subject,  moved  from 
Washington  County,  N.  Y..  where  he  was  born,  to 
Berkshire  County,  Mass..  when  he  was  an  infant 
about  a  year  old.  The  old  Bay  State  was  their 
residence  for  almost  a  score  of  years,  when  they  re- 
moved to  Bradford  County,  Pa.,  and  in  1849  went 
still  further  westward,  locating  in  Kane  County, 
111.  When  they  passed  through  Chicago,  there 
were  but  four  miles  of  railroad  running  out  of  that 
city.  The  parents  died  in  Kane  County,  the  mother 
closing  her  ej'es  to  earthly  things  Sept.  11,1855, 
and  the  father  departing  this  life  Oct.  14,  1856.  Of 
the  eleven  children  born  to  them  only  two  are  now 
living — Elizabeth,  the  widow  of  E.  D.  Leonard  of 
Livingston  County.  111.,  and  our  subject. 

The  natal  day  of  Philetus  Remington  was  Nov. 
18,  1812.  His  early  education  was  limited  to  the 
training  obtained  in  the  subscription  and  district 
schools,  which  at  that  early  date  were  not  .as 
ellicient  and  numerous  as  at  present.  The  few 
studies,  however,  which  were  upon  the  curriculum 
were  generally  thoroughly  learned,  and  afforded  an 
excellent  foundation  for  the  practical  training  of 
later  life.  Our  subject  was  not  behind  others  of 
his  day  and  age  in  making  use  of  the  advantages 
afforded  him,  and  has  kept  himself  well-informed 
during  his  entire  life.  Having  accompanied  his 
parents  to  Illinois,  Mr.  Remington  remained  in 
that  State  until  1859,  in  the  fall  of  which  year  he, 
with  his  wife  and  family,  came  to  Kansas,  making 
their  first  sottlenient  in  Riley  Count\-.     There  they 
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remained  until  1868',  when,  entering  Clay  Count}'. 
he  took  up  160  acres  of  land  securing  the  same 
under  the  Homestead  Act.  Since  that  time  he  has 
been  a  resident  of  this  countj'  and  has  thoroughly 
identified  himself  with  its  interests  and  advance- 
ment. 

Tile  lad}'  who  has  been  Mr.  Remington's  com- 
panion in  the  toils  of  life  as  well  as  in  its  enjoy- 
niepts  and  successes,  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Bet- 
se}-  Smith,  the  ceremony  which  united  their  lives 
and  fortunes  having  taken  place  in  Pennsylvania, 
May  15.  1836.  The  bride  was  born  in  Rutland 
County,  Vt.,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Stephen  and 
Betsey  (Barton)  Smith,  her  parents  being  natives 
of  New  England,  and  both  undoubtedly  of  Eng- 
lish descent.  Their  farail}-  consisted  of  seven 
children  of  whom  the  following  now  survive: 
David  B..  whose  home  is  in  Pennsylvania;  Mrs. 
Remington,  and  Emil}',  wife  of  G.  Thomas,  also  a 
resident  of  Pennsylvania.  William  Barton,  a  great- 
uncle  of  Mrs.  Remington,  with  the  assistance  of  a 
colored  man,  and  at  great  risk  to  himself,  captured 
Col.  Prescott  during  the  Revolutionarj'  War. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Remington  eight  children 
have  been  born,  seven  of  whom  are  now  living: 
.Tuilson  lives  in  Clay  Center;  Elizabeth  is  the 
wife  of  John  II.  Schryver  of  Idana,  Kan.;  Myra 
is  the  wife  of  J.  E.  Jones  of  Clay  Center;  Minerva 
is  the  wife  of  L.  II.  Rich  of  Russell  County,  Kan.; 
Cythera  is  now  deceased ;  Howard  S.  lives  in  this 
township;  Henry  M.  resides  in  Missouri;  and  Emma 
is  the  wife  of    F.  F.  Steele,  of    this  county. 

Some  time  after  becoming  a  resident  of  this 
county,  Mr.  Remington  added  sixtj'  acres  to  his 
homestead,  maki;  gin  all  220  acres  of  land  which 
is  now  owned  by  his  son.  Howard  .S.,  who  was  born 
in  Kane  County,  III.,  in  1850,  and  came  with  his 
parents  to  Riley  County,  Kan.,  and  thence  to  this 
county  in  1868.  Coming  to  the  State  at  the  early 
age  of  nine  years,  he  has  been  an  eye  witness  of 
the  scenes  of  pioneer  life,  and  has  borne  such  a 
part  therein  as  his  years  and  stiength  would  admit. 
He  is  a  man  of  excellent  education,  his  earlier 
training  having  been  received  in  the  district  schools 
of  Riley  County,  and  he  having  subsequently  at- 
tended the  State  Agricultural  College  at  Manhat- 
tan for  about  four  years.      Like  his    respected  fa- 


ther, he  is  a  Republican,  and  both  arc  well-known 
throughout  tiie  county,  .and  highly  respected  b}- 
their  fellow-citizens.  The  elder  Mr.  Remington 
served  for  three  years  on  the  School  Board,  mak- 
ing  an  acceptable  school  officer,  being  interested  in 
the  advancement  of  education,  as  he  has  always 
I  been  in  every  movement  for  the  good  of  society. 
Accompanying  this  sketch  is  a  portrait  of  tlie 
gentleman  whose  life  and  character  are  noted  herein, 
and  whose  lineaments  it  will  be  a  pleasure  to  look 
upon  in  connection  with  his  history. 


^^EORGE  ERICKSOI 
|||  (=-  Clay  County,  has  n: 
'■'^^    representation   in  a 


KSON.  Hayes  Township, 
many  citizens  worthy  of 
volume  of  this  nature, 
but  none  more  so  than  the  Rev.  George  Erickson, 
who  is  one  of  the  early  settlers  therein,  and  who  is 
not  only  a  successful  agriculturist,  but  is  also  en- 
gaged in  the  local  ministry  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  in  wliich  he  has  for  many  ye.irs  la- 
bored to  win  souls  to  Christ.  He  was  born  in 
Sweden.  April  27,  1831.  and  is  the  eldest  son  of 
Hokan  and  Anne  Erickson,  both  of  whom  were  na- 
tives of  the  same  country  in  which  he  was  born. 
He  grew  to  manhood  on  a  farm,  receiving  a  good 
education  in  his  n.ative  tongue,  being  mainly  self- 
educated  in  English,  of  which  language  he  has 
acquired  a  good  knowledge. 

In  the  spring  of  1853  Mr.  Erickson  took  pass.age 
at  Guttenburg  on  a  sail  vessel,  and  after  an  ocean 
vo3'age  of  six  weeks  and  three  da3's,  landed  in 
New  York  City.  For  several  years  he  was  a  resi- 
dent of  Knox  County,  111.,  going  thence  to  Henry 
County,  where  he  remained  till  1870,  when  he  came 
to  Kansas.  Selecting  Clay  County  as  his  future 
home,  he  took  up  a  homestead  of  160  acres  where 
he  still  resides,  and  which  forms  a  part  of  his  pres- 
ent fine  estate  of  320  acres.  AViien  he  landed  in 
America  lie  had  but  ^6  in  money  and  from  this 
small  beginning  h.as  grown  his  present  excellent 
financial  standing,  a  monument  to  his  energy  and 
good  management.  Like  all  the  pioneer  families, 
he  and  his  passed  through  some  of  the  hard- 
ships usual  in  getting  a  start  on  the  frontier,  but 
have  been  well  rewarded  for  their  honest  industry. 
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Tlie  first  marriage  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ericksuii  oc- 
curred on  Dec.  23,  1854,  in  Illinois,  tiie  bride 
beins'  Miss  Christine  Moden,  vvlio  bore  one  son, 
John,  who  is  now  deceased.  His  first  companion 
liaving  been  taken  from  him,  Mr.  Erickson  was 
again  married,  the  second  ceremony  taking  i)lace 
April  18,  1855,  and  the  bride  being  Miss  Martha 
Moden.  Ten  children  were  the  result  of  the  second 
alliance.  Anne  A.,  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Samuel- 
son,  of  Denver,  Co!.;  Emma,  is  the  wife  of  John 
Buorke,  of  this  township:  P^sther  E.,  is  the  wife  of 
Andrew  Danielson,  of  Nel^raska;  John  W.  and  Nora 
are  at  home;  "Walter,  George  E.,  Ida  M.,  George 
AV.  and  Matilda  S.  are  deceased. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Erickson  has  served  as  Justice  of 
the  Peace  since  1874,  his  continual  service  having 
been  performed  in  a  satisfactory  and  creditable 
manner.  He  has  also  been  Clerk  of  the  District 
School  Board  for  a  number  of  years.  He  is  inter- 
ested in  and  identified  with  the  various  movements 
for  the  intellectual,  moral  and  spiritual  advance- 
ment of  the  county  of  which  he  has  so  long  been 
an  honored  resident. 


-^--^ 


jI/U-^  ANS  OSTERGAARD.  During  the  early 
triwi  settlement  of  Riley  Count3-,  there  came 
t^^  within  its  borders  a  fine  representation  from 
(^)  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic — men  who 
have  been  largely  instrumental  in  developing  the 
best  resources  of  Northern  Kansas.  Among  these, 
the  subject  of  this  notice  deserves  more  than  a 
passing  mentiou,  as  he  was  one  of  the  most  intelli- 
gent men  of  his  community,  of  Danish  birth  and 
parentage,  and  possessing  all  the  traits  of  an  ex- 
cellent ancestry.  He  owns  and  operates  eighty 
acres  of  fine  land  lying  on  section  24,  Swede  Creek 
Township,  and  is  consideral)ly  interested  in  horti- 
culture. His  industry  and  prudence  have  resulted 
in  the  accumulation  of  a  snug  properly,  and  as  a 
man  and  a  citizen,  he  occupies  a  leading  position 
among  liis  neighbors. 

Mr.  Ostergaard  was  born  in  Sleisvig,  Denmark, 
near  Ribe,  now  a  Province  of  Germanj',  Nov.  21, 
1851,  and  was  de]iiived  by  death  of  the  affeis 
tionate  caro  of  his  mother  when  a   little  lad  of  five 


years.  Ten  years  later  he  was  wholly  orphaned  by 
the  death  of  his  father,  and  then  commenced  woik- 
ing  on  a  farm,  remaining  in  his  native  country 
until  reaching  his  majority.  Then  not  being  satis- 
fled  with  the  outlook,  financiallj',  he  determined  to 
seek  his  fortunes  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic. 
Accordingly,  in  the  spring  of  1873,  he  sailed  from 
Hamburg  on  the  steamer  "Hammonia,"  and  two 
weeks  later  landed  in  New  York  City.  Thence  he 
emigrated  to  Davenport.  Iowa,  where  he  was  occu- 
pied as  a  farm  laborer  two  years.  In  1875  he  went 
into  Colorado,  and  in  Georgetown,  Clear  Lake 
County,  engaged  in  mining  on  his  own  account, 
and  for  a  short  time  was  interested  in  a  mine. 
Later  he  began  working  in  a  smelting  furnace,  and 
finally  became  manager  of  this,  having  obtained  a 
practical  knowledge  of  the  business. 

In  1878,  however.  Mr.  Ostergaard  decided  to 
change  his  vocation,  and  coming  to  Northern  Kan- 
sas, entered  the  land  which  he  now  owns  and  occu- 
pies, securing  his  title  as  a  homesteader,  and  has 
since  given  his  attention  to  its  improvement  and 
cultivation.  There  were  upon  it  no  improvements 
whatever,  and  he  thus  commenced  at  first  princi- 
ples in  the  opening  up  of  a  farm.  It  is  now  quite 
complete,  being  enclosed  and  divided  with  substan- 
tial fencing,  embellished  with  a  good  set  of  frame 
buildings,  adjacent  to  which  are  fruit  and  forest 
trees,  and  all  the  comforts  and  conveniences  of 
modern  farai  life.  Stock-raising  and  fruit-growing 
are  the  leading  features  in  the  operations  of  Mr. 
Ostergaard,  in  which  he  has  been  remarkably  suc- 
cessful. 

When  leaving  Colorado,  Mr.  Ostergaard  was  for 
a  time  the  traveling  agent  for  the  Marysville  Nur- 
sery, and   thus   became   interested  in  horticulture, 
and  acquired  considerable  knowledge  in  connection 
therewith.      After  working   his  land  two  years  and 
laying  the   foundations   for  a  future  home,  he  took 
unto  himself  a  wife  and  helpmate,  being  married  in 
Manhattan,  Oct.  14,  1880,  to  Miss    Martha,  daugh- 
ter of  Peter  Engebretson.     This  lady  was  born  near 
Kongsvig,  Norway,  April  2,  1859.     Her  father  was 
a  native  of  the  same  place  anc}  a  farmer   by  occu- 
j    pation.       He    emigrated  to    America  and  in  1879, 
j   settled   in    jMay    Day    Township,    Riley    County, 
I    Kan.,   where  his    death    took  place  in  the  fall  of 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


709 


1889.  when  he  was  seventy-two  years  old.  The 
mother,  Mrs.  Martha  (Oleson)  Engebretson,  was  a 
was  a  native  of  the  same  place  as  her  husband,  and 
is  still  living',  making  her  iiome  in  Center  Town- 
ship. 

To  our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  there  have 
been  born  four  children,  viz.:  Andrew,  Clara  J.. 
Nellie  C.  and  George  Washington.  Mr.  Oster- 
gaard,  politically,  votes  the  Independent  ticket.  He 
has  been  the  School  Clerk  of  bis  district  for  six 
years,  and  has  also  served  as  a  Director.  Notwith- 
standing the  death  of  his  parents,  he  acquired  a 
good  education  in  iiis  native  land.  His  father, 
Thomas  Ostergaard,  was  quite  an  extensive  farmer, 
as  was  also  his  paternal  grandfather.  The  maiden 
name  of  the  mother  was  Maren  Lund,  daughter  of 
Peter  Lund,  and  she  likewise  was  a  native  of 
Sleisvig. 


J^  DOLPH  FRIEDRICHS.  In  passing  through 
@7/j|i    (irant  Township,  Washington  County,  and 

III  &  noting  the  homes  which  have  been  built 
1^  up  by  the  hand  of   industry,  due  mention 

should  be  made  of  the  farm  belonging  to  this  gen- 
tleman, and  where  he  has  been  laboring  industri- 
ously^ since  the  year  1872.  He  came  to  Washington 
County  that  year,  and  purchased  the  northwest 
quarter  of  section  26,  for  which  he  paid  a  home- 
steader, the  sum  of  $300.  Although  it  had  been 
proven,  no  improvements  of  any  account  had  been 
made  upon  it,  and  ^Nlr.  Fiiedrielis  thus  began  at  the 
first  principles  in  the  erection  of  a  iiome.  The 
present  condition  of  the  property  indicates  to  what 
good  purpose  he  has  labored  in  the  cultivation  of 
the  soil,  the  erection  of  buildings  and  the  gather- 
ing together  of  those  comforts  and  conveniences 
which  have  become  a  necessity  to  the  civilization 
i)f  the  present  day. 

About  eighty  acres  of  this  farm  are  under  the 
|)low,  and  the  balance  devoted  to  pasturage.  The 
house,  originally  of  logs,  has  been  repaired  and 
weatherboarded,  and  makes  a  substantial  dwelling, 
while  adjacent  is  a  good  barn,  corn-cribs,  wagon 
sheds,  and  the  other  structures  required'  for  the 
shelter  of  stock  and  the  storage  of  grain.  The  barn 
and  granary  are  especiallj-  worthy  of    mention,  the 


former  being  a  new  building  '20x30  feet  in  dimen- 
sions,'sixteen  feet  in  height,  substantially  finished, 
battened  and  painted.  The  granary  and  stable  have 
been  treated  in  the  same  manner.  Mr.  Friedriehs  has 
planted  quite  a  large  number  of  trees,  but  owing  to 
various  circumstances,  these  have  not  flourished  as 
well  as  could  be  desired.  He,  however,  is  a  man 
who  does  not  allow  himself  to  be  discouraged,  and 
will  "try  it  again." 

The  sul)ject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  in  Germany, 
near  Hanover,  March  9,  1827,  and  is  the  son  of 
Daniel  and  Christiana  Friedriehs,  with  whom  he 
lived  at  home,  in  Stedthagen,  until  1850,  with  the 
exception  of  three  years  spent  in  traveling  through 
(Switzerland,  France  and  Denmark.  In  the  meantime 
he  learned  the  tanner's  trade  of  ins  father,  but  could 
not  make  up  his  mind  to  settle  down  in  his  native 
country.  He  worked  at  his  trade,  however,  con- 
siderably during  his  travels.  In  1850,  when  a 
young  man  of  twenty -three  years,  he  re.solved  upon 
emigrating  to  Araeric.i,  and  repairing  to  the  port 
of  Bremen,  embarked  on  a  vessel  bound  for  New 
York  City.  Shortly  after  landing,  he  made  his 
way  to  Newark,  N.  J.,  where  he  secured  employ- 
ment at  his  trade,  and  remained  two  years. 

We  next  find  Mr.  Friedriehs  in  the  citj-  of  Cin- 
cinnati. Ohio,  where  he  worked  perhaps  two  years 
then  returning  to  Newark,  was  married,  in  1859, 
to  Fredericka  Schwab.  This  lady  was  born  in 
the  Kingdom  of  Saxony,  where  her  parents  spent 
their  entire  lives.  She  came  to  America  with  rela- 
tives in  1854.  The  young  people  commenced  the 
journey  of  life  together  in  Newark,  and  remained 
there  until  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War.  During 
that  first  year,  1861,  Mr.  Friedriehs  entered  the 
service  of  his  adopted  country,  enlisting  in  Com- 
pany II,  41st  New  York  Infantry,  which  was  the 
third  regiment  to  enlist  in  the  three-years'  service. 
For  two  years  he  was  with  the  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac, and  took  part  in  the  various  battles  in  which 
it  was  engaged,  namely:  Bull  Run.  Cross  Keys. 
Culpepper  Courthouse,  Chancellorsville  and  Get- 
tysburg, being  in  Uth  Army  Corps,  which  lost 
heavily.  Subsequently  they  went  to  the  Atlantic 
coast,  capturing  Ft.  Wagner  and  Folly  Island. 

At  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  service.  Mr. 
Friedriehs  was    sent    to  New    York    CiLv  with    his 
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regiment,  and  was  duly  mustered  out.  He  spent 
the  time  tliereafter  until  coming  to  Kansas,  in  New 
York  and  Ohio.  To  him  and  his  estimable  wife 
there  have  been  born  no  children.  Mrs.  Friedrichs 
had  one  child  by  her  first  husband,  who  is  now  the 
wife  of  Peter  Bicliel,  of  Grant  Township.  Mr. 
Friedrichs  supports  the  principles  of  the  Republican 
party,  but  has  no  aspirations  for  office.  He  was 
reared  in  the  doctrines  of  the  Lutheran  Church, 
but  is  not  now  connected  with  any  religious  organ- 
ization. As  a  farmer,  he  has  been  a  decided  suc- 
cess, and  as  a  member  of  the  community  is  looked 
upon  as  one  of  its  most  peaceable  and  law-abiding 
citizens. 


#-#^ 


Jf  AMES  P.  IlINES  first  set  foot  upon  the  soil 
of  Kansas  in  the  fall  of  1869,  coming  over- 
land by  team  from  Ottumwa,  Iowa.  He 
crossed  the  Missouri  River  at  St.  Joseph, 
and  homesteaded  a  tract  of  land  near  the  infant 
town  of  Hanover,  acquiring  160  acres  upon  which 
he  prosecuted  agriculture  and  which  he  improved 
with  buildings,  remaining  there  until  the  spring  of 
1883.  Then  removing  to  Haddam,  Washington 
County,  he  rented  a  farm  the  first  year,  then  pur- 
chased the  160  acres  of  land  which  he  now  owns 
and  occupies,  and  which  is  located  on  section  21. 
He  also  has  forty  acres  on  section  27.  He  is  a  lib- 
eral and  public  spirited-citizen,  interested  in  the 
progress  of  his  adopted  town,  giving  the  right  of 
way  to  the  railroad  company  and  otherwise  signal- 
izing himself  as  a  useful  member  of  thecommunit3'. 
He  is  a  favorite,  both  in  social  and  business  circles, 
possessing  that  courteous  and  affable  disposition 
which  inspires  him  to  do  a  good  deed  as  he  has 
opportunity,  and  which  naturally  makes  everybody 
his  friend.  As  a  farmer,  he  is  thorough  and  skill- 
ful, and  has  a  very  comfortable  and  attractive 
home. 

Mr.  Hines  is  a  man  in  the  prime  of  life,  having 
been  born  May  20,  1840,  near  Morristown,  N.  J. 
He  was  bred  to  farm  pursuits,  and  at  an  early  age 
was  taken  into  the  home  of  his  grandfather  where 
he  was  taught  habits  of  industry  and  with  whom 
he  remained  until  a  lad  of  fourteen  years,  attending 
the  common-scliuol.     About   1854  he  emigrated  to 


Iowa  with  an  uncle,  James  Pierson,  settling  in  Van 
Buren  County,  where  ^Ir.  Pierson  died.  Young 
Hines  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  engaged  in  farming 
on  his  own  account  until  after  the  outbreak  of  the 
Civil  War.  In  1862,  returning  to  his  native  State,  he 
in  September,  of  that  year,  entered  the  ranks  of  the 
Union  Army  as  a  member  of  Company  I,  30th  New 
Jersey  Infantry,  being  mustered  in  at  Flemington. 
His  regiment  was  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  Po- 
tomac and  they  first  engaged  in  the  building  of  a 
fort  near  the  city  of  Washington.  Later  they 
went  down  the  Potomac  River  to  Fretlericksburg 
with  the  Burnside  expedition  and  wintered  at  Belle 
Plain  Landing.  Then  as  a  part  of  the  1st  army 
corps,  under  General  Hooker,  our  subject  with  his 
comrades  participated  in  the  battle  of  Fredericks- 
burg. Although  receiving  a  sunstroke  and  endur- 
ing the  hardships  common  to  life  in  the  army,  he 
maintained  his  excellent  health,  was  never  in  the 
hospital  and  was  never  wounded.  He  was  mustered 
out  in  June,  1863,  and  received  his  honorable  dis- 
charge at  Flemington.  He  participated  in  several 
skirmishes. 

Upon  leaving  the  service  Mr.  Hines  returned  to 
to  his  native  State  where  he  remained  until  the  fall 
of  1863,  then  there  being  too  many  copperheads  in 
tiiat  vicinity,  he  determined  to  seek  the  Western 
country,  and  set  out  for  Iowa.  Locating  in  Van 
Buren  County  he  engaged  first  in  farming  on  his 
uncle's  place  and  was  afterward  employed  in  a  coal 
mine.  He  left  Iowa  in  the  fall  of  1868  and  began 
teaming  on  the  North  Missouri  Railroad  bridge  at 
Ottumwa  and  was  thus  occupied  seven  months.  His 
next  change  of  location  was  to  Washington  Count}'. 
Kan. 

Mr.  Hines  was  married  in  Van  Buren  County, 
Iowa,  in  April.  1868,  to  Miss  Mary  J.  Elliott.  Mrs. 
Hines  was  born  in  Scotland  and  came  to  America 
with  her  parents  when  quite  young.  She  received 
a  good  education  and  occupied  herself  as  a  teacher 
before  her  marriage.  This  union  resulted  in  the 
birth  of  eleven  children,  viz:  Robert;  Elmer,  who 
was  killed  bj'  a  horse  when  about  seven  years  old; 
Phebe;  Arminta,  (deceased);  Jemima,  Iva,  Garfield 
S.,Kitt3',  James,  Gertie  and  a  babe  Nalis.  Robert 
is  a  resident  of  Nebraska;  Phebe  resides  in  Had- 
dam;   the  other  children  are  at    home  with    their 
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parents.  Mr.  Mines,  politically,  is  a  strong  Repub- 
lican and  has  been  quite  prominent  in  local  affairs, 
serving  as  Road  Supervisor  and  as  a  School  Direc- 
tor in  his  district  two  years.  He  is  the  Acting 
Sergeant  of  Col.  Putnam's  Post,  No.  419,  O.  A.  R., 
at  Haddam.  The  greater  part  of  his  land  has  been 
brought  to  a  state  of  cultivation,  eighty  acres 
being  under  the  plow.  He  has  erected  good  build- 
ing and  planted  an  orchard  of  eleven  acres,  besides 
numbers  of  forest  trees.  In  addition  to  this  prop- 
erty he  owns  ten  lots  within  tlie  town  limits  of 
Haddam.  He  makes  a  specialty  of  fine  horses  and 
has  one  valuable  animal,  a  Clydesdale,  registered, 
and  three  jacks. 

John  Hines,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  like- 
wise a  native  of  New  Jersey,  and  the  son  of  an 
Irish  gentleman  of  Scotch  descent,  who  emigrated 
to  America  at  an  early  date  and  settling  in  New 
Jersey  occupied  himself  as  a  farmer  until  his  death. 
John  Hines  was  a  wagon-maker  by  trade  and  en- 
gaged in  business  in  Morristown.  N.  J.,  where  he 
died.  He  married  Miss  Jemima  Beard,  a  native  of 
his  own  State  and  a  daughter  of  William  Beard, 
also  born  in  New  Jersey.  The  latter  was  a  slave- 
holder and  carried  on  farming.  Mrs.  Jemima 
nines  departed  this  life  in  New  Jersey,  during  the 
war.  The  parental  household  consisted  of  five 
children,  viz:  Stephen,  James  P.,  Jerusha.  Edward 
and  Phebe  A.  The  latter  is  a  resident  of  Iowa; 
the  others  are  located  mostly  in  New  Jersey. 

WILLIAM  BLUE,  The  early  pioneer  of  any 
section  of  country  is  always  an  object  of 
^  „  interest  to  every  intelligent  individual. 
Those  who  have  the  least  acquaintance  with  the 
early  settlement  of  Kansas,  will  recall  to  mind  the 
peculiar  troubles  through  which  she  passed  and  the 
fact  that  those  men  who  were  willing  to  settle  ujjon 
her  frontier  twenty  years  ago  or  thereabouts,  must 
have  possessed  spirits  of  more  than  ordinary  cour- 
age and  fortitude. 

Among  these  men  Mr.  Blue  bore  a  conspicuous 
part  for  his  stead_y  perseverance  under  almost  un- 
lieard-of  difficulties  and  his  stanch  adherence  to  his 
resolution  of  building  up  a  homestead  and  staying 


with  the  people  among  whom  he  had  cast  his  lot. 
The  story  of  the  hardships  and  [u-iv.ations  endured 
by  the  frontiersman  and  his  family  has  been  too 
often  told  in  this  volume  to  need  repetition  here, 
perhaps,  but  suffice  it  to  say  that  William  Blue  oc- 
cupies a  position  secondary  to  no  man  in  this 
respect.  He  took  up  a  tract  of  wild  land  upon 
which  he  labored  early  and  late  in  the  construction 
of  a  homestead  and  we  now  find  hini  among  the 
well-to-do  farmers  of  Union  Township,  pleasantly 
located  on  the  northwest  quarter  of  section  10, 
township  9,  range  3  east.  Here  he  has  effected  all 
the  ordinary  improvements  suggested  to  the  enter- 
prising man  and  although  making  no  pretentions 
to  living  elegantly,  there  is  about  his  premises  the 
air  of  solid  comfort  and  content  whicii  is  alwavs 
pleasant  to  look  upon. 

Next  to  a  man's  own  personality  that  of  those 
from  whom  he  drew  his  origin  is  a  matter  of  in- 
terest. The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  son  of 
Barnett  Blue,  who  was  born  on  the  Potomac  River 
in  Hampshire  County.  Va.,  and  when  a  lad  removed 
with  his  parents  to  the  vicinity  of  what  was  after- 
wards the  flourisliing  city  of  Chillicothe.  Ohio. 
That  section  of  country  upon  their  arrival  here 
was  simply  a  wilderness,  as  they  took  up  their 
abode  as  early  as  1801,  when  Ohio  was  still  a  Terri- 
tory. He  was  there  reared  amid  the  wild  scenes  of 
pioneer  life  and  there  spent  his  last  days  engaged 
in  farming  pursuits. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  in  her  girlhood 
Miss  Elizabeth  McMurray  of  Scotch-Irish  extrac- 
tion. Her  father  was  one  of  the  early  emigrants  to 
America,  arriving  here  in  time  to  have  a  hand  in 
the  Revolutionary  struggle  on  the  side  of  the  colo- 
nists, being  under  the  direct  command  of  Gen. 
Washington.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Blue  deijarted  tliis 
life  twenty  years  after  the  decease  of  her  husband, 
spending  her  last  jijars  in  Indiana. 

William  Blue  was  born  in  Fayette  County,  Ohio, 
Feb.  25,  1827,  and  lived  with  his  parents,  assisting 
in  the  labors  of  the  farm,  until  a  youth  of  eighteen 
years.  He  was  of  an  ambitious  and  enterprising 
disposition  and  now,  anxious  to  dj  something  for 
himself,  began  driving  cattle  from  Ohio  to  Phila- 
delphia. Subsequently  he  engaged  in  flat-boating 
on  the  Ohio  and  hjwer  Mississippi   rivei's  and    was 
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tlius  ociiipied  until  late  in  the  summer  of  1871.  He 
finally  decided  to  seek  the  farther  West  and  coming 
to  the  Territory  of  Kansas,  landed  in  Leavenworth 
in  August  of  the  above-mentioned  year,  in  the  em- 
ploy of  the  United  States  Government  in  the 
(Quartermaster's  department.  Thereafter  he  fol- 
lowed freighting  and  scouting  on  the  plains  for  the 
next  two  years,  frequently  being  on  the  trail  of 
Indians  and  in  the  solitudes  of  that  wild  country  met 
with  many  an  interesting  and  thrilling  experience. 
He  also  threaded  his  way  among  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tains and  finally  reached  the  Pacific  Slope  where  he 
spent  two  years  in  mining. 

At  tiie  expiration  of  this  time  Mr.  Blue  began  to 
feel  that  it  would  be  well  to  return  to  the  haunts 
of  civilization.  He  accordingly  embarked  on  an 
ocean  steamer  at  San  Francisco  and  made  his  way 
by  the  water  route  to  New  York  City,  whence  he 
returned  to  his  old  home  in  Ohio.  Desirous  now 
of  establishing  a  fireside  of  his  own  he  was  mar- 
ried Feb.  15,  1853,  to  Miss  Hannah  Ann  Stratton, 
wlio  was  then  a  resident  of  Peru,  Ind,  but  who 
had  been  born  and  reared  in  Fayette  County,  Ohio. 
The  young  people  commenced  the  journey  of  life 
together  on  a  farm  in  Miami  County,  Ind.,  where 
Mr.  Blue  purchased  land  and  followed  agriculture 
until  1864.  Then  selling  out  he  removed  to  Grant 
County,  Wis.,  and  later  he  was  a  resident  of 
Minnesota  and  Iowa,  but  not  being  suited  with  any 
location  as  yet,  he,  in  1867,  returned  to  Kansas 
settling  on  a  farm  in  the  vicinity  of  Lawrence.  The 
grasshoppers  soon  drove  him  from  those  quarters 
and  we  next  find  him  in  Plattsburg,  Mo.,  and  there- 
after he  followed  freighting  two  years. 

There  was,  however,  something  which  constantly 
turned  Mr.  Blue's  thoughts  to  Kansas,  and  in  1869 
he  tried  again  to  become  a  resident  of  the  .State, 
this  time  successfully,  settling  in  Clay  County  of 
which  he  has  since  been  a  resident.  He  homesteaded 
the  east  half  of  the  northwest  quarter  of  section  10 
and  the  west  half  of  the  northeast  quarter  of  the 
same,  making  160  acres  which  he  now  owns.  He 
had  the  honor  of  putting  up  the  first  dwelling  be- 
tween the  Republican  River  and  Chapman  Creek, 
on  the  high  prairie  land  and  here  he  has  held  the 
fort  against  droughts,  grasshoppers,  hard  times  and 
oilier  ilrawhacks.    He  has  120  acres  in  a  good  state 


of  cultivation  and  forty  acres  in  pasture.  He  is  one 
of  the  oldest  settlers  in  Clay  Count}^  as  well  as  one  of 
the  earliest  pioneers  of  the  plains.  Many  and  great 
have  been  the  changes  which  he  has  witnessed  since 
first  venturing  into  the  far  West,  and  had  he  the 
pen  of  a  ready  writer,  he  could  give  to  the  world  a 
tale  of  truth  stranger  than  fiction. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blue  there  were  born  five  chil- 
dren whom  they  named  respectively  Cassius,  Rol- 
lin  S.,  Elinora,  Maggie  and  Juniata. 


SAAC  YODER.  This  gentleman  is  one  of  the 
successful  farmers  of  Washington  County,  his 
home  estate  being  one  of  the  best  in  the  vicin- 
ity. It  consists  of  160  broad  and  fertile  acres  lo- 
cated on  section  29,  Clifton  Township.  It  bears 
all  the  improvements  usually  made  by  an  enterpris- 
ing farmer.  Mr.  Yoder  also  owns  160  acres  of  im- 
proved land  on  section  18.  He  was  born  in  Juniata 
County  Pa.,  Sept.  7,  1844.  He  was  reared  and  e(l- 
ucated  in  his  native  county,  and  there  obtained  a 
practical  knowledge  of  farming.  He  is  the  young- 
est of  a  family  of  six  sons  and  four  daughters, 
all  of  whom  lived  to  maturity.  Seven  of  them 
are  yet  living,  and  all  except  our  subject, 
reside  within  their  native  State.  Soon  after  his 
marriage  Mr.  Yoder  and  his  wife  came  to  Kansas. 
This  was  in  the  year  1870,  and  he  at  once  filed  a 
claim  on  the  land  which  forms  his  present  home  es- 
tate. It  was  secuied  liy  him  under  the  homestead 
act,  and  has  since  been  the  family  home. 

The  paternal  ancesters  of  our  subject  came  to 
America  frbm  Germany  about  1720,  and  located  in 
Pennsylvania.  The3-  were  German-Swiss.  The 
grandfather  of  our  subject  was  John  Yoder,  Sr. 
He  was  a  farmer  and  spent  his  entire  life  in  Penn- 
sylvania. His  death  took  place  in  Ohio,  he  having 
reached  a  ripe  old  age.  He  was  of  the  Omish  re- 
ligion. He  had  a  son,  also  called  John,  who  be- 
came the  father  of  our  subject. 

John  Yoder,  Jr.,  was  reared  upon  a  farm.  He 
was  married  in  Lancaster  County  to  Miss  Magda- 
lena  Zook.  The  bride  was  born 'and  reared  near 
Lancaster  City,  and  belonged  to  an  old  Pennsylva- 
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his  family.  The  old  Zook  stock  were,  like  the  Vo- 
ders, of  Ornish  religion.  Some  of  the  family  had 
come  to  America  early  in  the  eighteenth  century. 
After  his  marriage  John  Yoder,  .Jr.,  continued  to 
live  in  Lancaster  County  for  many  years.  There 
seven  cliildren  were  born  to  himself  and  wife.  Later 
tliey  removed  to  Juniata  County,  locating  on  a 
farm  in  Spruce  Hill  Townshi|).  There  they  event- 
ually died  when  quite  old.  Though  brought  up 
in  the  Ornish  faith  they  identified  themselves  with 
the  River  Brethren. 

In  his  native  county  in  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Isaac 
Yoder  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  C. 
Evans.  She  was  born  in  the  same  county  .is  her  hus- 
band, their  parental  families  being  neighbors.  The 
childisli  friendship  between  the  two  "grew  with  their 
growth,"  and  led  them  in  mature  years  to  unite 
their  lives  and  fortunes.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Yoder 
was  Elas  Evans,  who  was  of  Welsh  descent.  His 
business  was  that  of  a  harness- maker.  He  died 
when  quite  an  old  man,  at  East  Waterford,  Pa. 
Tiie  death  of  Mrs.  Evans  occurred  at  the  same  place 
when  she  was  ripe  in  years.  She  was  a  life-mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Churcli.  witii  which 
her  husband  was  also  identified.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Voder  have  l^een  blessed  by  the  birth  of  five  chil- 
dren. Tlic  charming  group  around  the  family 
firesiile  is  composed  of  Sylvia  E.,  John  E..  Katie 
M.,  Mattie  and  Grover  C. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Yoder  are  active,  hard-working 
people,  and  are  held  in  good  repute  by  their  neigh- 
bors.    In  politics  Mr.  Yoder  is  a  sound  Democrat. 


tP^  ICHARD  BURK.  The  subject  of  tliis 
ijiirr  sketch  is  one  of  Leonardville's  most  tlior- 
^\V,  ough  and  popular  business  men.  He  was 
\^  born  in  U Im,  Wurtemburg,  Germany,  Jan. 
30,  1840,  and  is  a  son  of  Carl  and  Charlotte  (Bar- 
dile)  Burk,  both  of  whom  were  likewise  natives  of 
the  Fatiierland.  They  were  the  parents  of  seven 
cliildren.  named  respectively.  Carl,  Matilda,  Pau- 
lina. Charlotte,  Emil,  Richard  and  Rudolph.  A  fa- 
tal illness  carried  off  both  parents  while  our  subject 
was  yet  in  his  childhood,  and  he  was  reared  by  rela- 
tives whu  did  their  best  to  supplj'  the  place  of  his 


natural  guardians.  He  was  sent  regularly  to  the 
best  schools  of  the  town  and  secured  a  practical 
education.  He  was  a  bright  and  attentive  pupil, 
and  made  good  use  of  his  opportunities,  while  at 
the  same  time  making  friends  among  his  school- 
males  and  being  a  general  favorite  with  his  teach- 
ers. 

While  yet  3'oung,  Mr.  Burk  was  placed  in  a  mer- 
cantile house  and  received  a  thorough  training  in 
the  business  of  general  merchandising.  As  a  clerk 
he  was  faithful  to  his  employers'  interests,  and  his 
fidelity  was  rewarded  with  their  implicit  confidence 
and  esteem.  He  was  thoroughly  trusted  by  them 
and  continued  to  serve  them  in  the  capacity  of  a 
clerk  for  many  years,  subsequently  engaging  in  the 
business  of  a  commercial  traveler,  his  route  lead- 
ing him  through  many  places  of  interest  in  Ger- 
many. He  followed  the  latter  occupation  until  the 
year  1 863,  when  he  emigrated  to  America,  and  came 
directly  to  Riley  County,  Kan.  Upon  his  arrival 
he  bought  land  on  Fancy  Creek,  and  followed  farm- 
ing until  1871,  when  he  engaged  in  the  mercantile 
business  at  Winkler's  Mills,  in  the  same  county. 
He  remained  there  till  1883,  in  which  year  he  re- 
moved to  Leonardville  and  opened  a  store  for  the 
transaction  of  his  business  as  a  merchant.  He  is 
now  one  of  the  solid  men  of  the  place,  and  has  ac- 
cumulated the  most  of  his  present  fortune  since  his 
arrival  in  America.  jMr.  Burk  brought  a  small 
capital  with  him  to  this  country  and  has  turned  it 
so  often  that  it  has  grown  out  of  all  proportion  to 
its  original  size.  America  has  proven  not  only 
the  "land  of  the  free  and  the  home  of  the  brave" 
to  him,  but  the  land  of  fulfilled  promises  and  the 
home  of  prosperity.  Opportunities  of  making 
money  are  not  wanting  in  this  country,  but  the 
al)ility  to  successfully  grapple  with  them  is  not  al- 
ways possessed  in  equal  degree  bj'  those  to  whom 
they  are  presented.  Our  subject,  however,  was  not 
one  to  let  slip  any  legitimate  chances  that  were 
given  him  of  increasing  his  worldly  possessions, 
hence  he  is  to-day  a  comparatively  rich  man,  and 
is  able  and  willing  to  assist  others  less  forUinately 
situated  than  himself. 

Mr.  Burk  and  his  interesting  family  are  active 
and  efficient  members  of  the  Lutheran  Churcli. 
Politically,  he  is  a  Democrat,  and  .assists  to  a  mod- 
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erate  extent  in  the  counsels  of  his  party.  On  Sept. 
lo,  1863,  lie  was  married  to  one  of  Germanj-'s 
fairest  and  most  worthy  daughters,  Miss  Wilhel- 
raena  Guganhan,  who  like  her  husband  is  a  native 
of  Ulm,  Germany.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burk  have  had 
eight  children  born  unto  them,  and  named  respect- 
ively, Emil,  Eugene,  Mollie,  Rudolph,  Amanda, 
Emma,  Louis  and  Helena.  Mr.  Burk  is  one  of  the 
oldest  settlers  of  Riley  County,  and  stands  de- 
servedly high  in  the  estimation  of  all  who  know 
him.  He  is  not  only  one  of  the  leading  merchants 
of  Leonardville,  but,  with  his  family,  occupies  a 
prominent  place  in  the  social  circles  of  the  town. 
On  another  page  will  be  found  the  pictured  fea- 
tures of  Mr.  Burk,  as  one  of  the  representative  bus- 
iness men  of  Rilev  county. 


JOHN  D.  WILSON.  There  are  few  indi- 
viduals sojourning  in  the  southern  part  of 
Washington  County. who  are  unfamiliar  with 
the  name  of  this  gentleman,  who  has  made 
for  himself  a  fine  record  in  more  ways  than  one. 
We  will  commence  at  the  beginning  of  his  history 
by  stating  that  he  is  a  native  of  the  old  Granite 
State,  having  been  born  at  Haverhill,  March  11, 
1834.  He  is  the  offspring  of  a  good  family,  being 
the  son  of  the  Rev.  Cyril  Wilson,  who  was  born 
in  Vermont,  and  for  many  years  was  a  preacher 
in  the  Christian  Advent  Church.  He  removed 
from  New  Hampshire  to  Vermont  in  1837  (after 
having  resided  in  the  former  vState  a  few  years), 
and  traveled  throughout  the  Green  Mountain  Slate, 
preaching  and  making  his  home  in  Stockbridge, 
Bridport,  and  at  other  points.  He  labored  under 
the  belief  that  the  Adventists  were  all  going  to 
heaven  within  a  short  time,  but,  contrary  to  his 
expectations,  the  world  continued  to  revolve  on  its 
axis,  and  people  lived  until  being  taken  off  in  the 
usual  manner.  The  AVilson  family,  finally  leaving 
New  England,  sought  the  wilds  of  Michigan,  locat- 
ing on  what  was  then  Cracker  Hill,  but  is  now 
Parma,  in  1848.  John  D.,  at  the  age  of  sixteen 
years,  started  out  for  himself,  working  at  whatever 
he  could  find  to  do.  When  seventeen  years  old  he 
began  to  learn   shoemaking,  which  he  followed  in 


winter,  while  he  worked  at  brickmaking  in  sum- 
mer. He  was  thus  occupied  until  1858,  then,  com- 
ing to  Kansas,  was  similarly  employed  one  year, 
and  in  the  meantime  it  was  discovered  that  he  pos- 
sesssed  more  than  ordinary  talent  for  the  police 
service,  and  other  business  in  connection  therewith. 
Li  due  time  he  was  elected  City  Marshal  (or  Chief- 
of-Police)  of  Atchison,  in  which  position  he  served 
three  years.  In  the  meantime  he  also  had  obtained 
quite  a  reputation  as  an  auctioneer,  being  very  suc- 
cessful, and  he  finally  engaged  in  this  in  company 
with  Frank  Howard,  of  Atciiison,  and  ofticiated  at 
sales,  not  only  through  the  farming  districts  in 
Kansas,  but  across  the  river  in  Missouri. 

In  1869  Mr.  Wilson  established  himself  at  Wa. 
terville,  ISIarshall  County,  this  State,  and  at  the 
same  time  homesteaded  160  acres  of  Land,  settling 
upon  it  with  his  family  that  same  fall.  With  his 
usual  enterprise,  which  has  never  allowed  him  to 
be  idle,  he  commenced  dealing  in  real  estate,  and 
made  a  specialty  of  locating  men  on  homesteads' 
as  the  agent  for  railroad  lands,  for  the  firm  of 
Knight  &  Vastine,  who  were  the  largest  land- 
owners then  in  this  locality.  He  likewise  estab- 
lished a  livery  stable  at  Waterville,  and  took 
contracts  for  carrying  the  mail  on  four  different 
routes,  running  hacks  in  all  directions  from  Water- 
ville, which  was  then  the  terminus  of  tlie  Chicago^ 
Burlington  &  Union  Pacific  Railroad. 

In  1876,  with  the  spirit  of  adventure  still  upon 
him,  Mr.  Wilson,  after  establishing  his  family  com- 
fortably in  Atchison,  set  out  for  the  Black  Hills.  A 
six-months  sojourn  in  that  region  satisfied  him, 
and  returning  that  same  fall,  he  was  cordially  wel- 
comed by  the  citizens  of  Washington  County,  who 
promptly  elected  him  as  their  Sheriff,  which  office 
he  held  two  years,  and  made  his  home  in  Wash- 
ington. At  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office  he 
returned  to  his  farm  in  Linn  Township,  of  which 
he  has  since  been  a  resident.  He  has  much  of  the 
time  been  engaged  as  an  auctioneer,  and  he  is  also 
the  general  agent  for  William  Radam's  Microbe 
Killer,  a  wonderful  medicine  which  cures  that  dread- 
ful disease,  typhoid  fever,  in  the  space  of  twenty- 
four  hours,  and  works  with  the  same  effect  upon 
other  deadly  diseases.  It  will  be  seen  by  the 
above  record  that    Mr.  Wilson  is  a   man  who  must 
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always  be  busy  both  with  hands  and  brain.  He 
possesses  a  fine  fund  of  general  information,  having 
had  a  large  experience  with  men  and  things,  and 
having-  kept  iiis  eyes  open  to  what  is  going  on 
around  him  in  the  world.  He  and  his  estimable 
wife  are  joint  owners  of  320  acres  of  land,  all  in 
one  body,  which  constitutes  their  homestead. 

Over  twenty-four  years  ago.  on  the  6th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1865,  Jolin  D.  Wilson  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with   Miss  Mar}',  daughter  of   David  White- 

f  head.     Mrs.  "Wilson  was  born  in  Rochester,  N.  Y.. 

'  Sept.  21,1835.  Her  father  was  of  English  birth 
and  parentage,  and  emigrated  to  America  earlj-  in 
life,  following  the  trade  of  a  miller.  He  removed, 
uitli  his  family,  to  Cleveland.  Ohio,  when  Miss 
.M:n  y  was  an  infant,  and  about  thirteen  or  fourteen 
yens  later  came  further  westward,  and  located  in 
Milwaukee,  Wis.,  making  the  journey  by  the  lakes,  j 
Finally,  he  went  back  to  New  York  State,  locating 
in  Oswego,  and  from  there,  a  few  years  later,  re- 
moved to  Madison,  Ind.  The  last  home  of  the 
family  was  in  MaumeeCity,  Ohio,  where  the  house- 
In  ild  was  broken  up.  There  were  four  children 
Ixirn  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilson — Alta  M.  (now  de- 
ceased), Carrie  E.,  Franklin  C.  and  Celia.  Miss 
Carrie  taught  school,  but  being  ambitious  of  a  fin- 
ished education,  is  at  the  present  time  (1889)  a  stu- 
dent in  Midland  College,  at  Atchison.  Celia  is 
[iieparing  herself  for  the  profession  of  a  teacher. 
Frank  remains  with  his  father  on  the  farm. 

For  several  years  Mr.  Wilson  otticiated  as  Town- 
ship Trustee.  He  stands  high  in  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity, being  a  Knight  Templar  and  a  member  of 
llic>  Grand  Lodge.  He  belonged  to  the  first  Chap- 
It  r  ill  the  State  of  Kansas,  and  for  two  years  was 
Muster  of  the  Lodge  at  Greenleaf.  He  is  also  iden- 
tified with  the  1.  O.  O.  F.  While  occupying  the 
ollice  of  Sheriff,  he  passed  through  some  thrilling 
I'xperiences,  which  called  forth  the  courage  for 
which  he  has  always  been  noted  from  his  earliest 
years.  At  that  time  the  firm  of  Shriner  Bros., 
bankers,  of  Washington,  failed.  The}'  had  de- 
posited notes,  to  the  amount  of  $6,000  or  $7,000, 
in  the  hands  of  a  former  Treasurer  of  Washington 
County.  This  ex-otlicial  had  money  in  the  bank, 
and  having  learned  of  the  condition  of  affairs,  he 
attached  these  notes,  and  was  shot  by  John  Shriner. 


The  latter  was  arrested,  tried  and  sentenced  to  the 
penitentiary  for  four  years.  In  the  meantime  his 
brother,  George  Shriner,  arranged  with  a  gang  of 
desperadoes  to  rescue  John  from  the  Sheriff  the 
same  afternoon  that  the  sentence  was  passed. 

In  the  meantime.  Sheriff  Wilson  conveyed  the 
prisoner  to  his  own  house  for  supper,  and  soon 
after  Wilcox  and  a  companion  rode  up,  and  dis- 
mounting, entered  the  house  and  inquired  for  Mr. 
Wilson.  They  were  shown  into  the  parlor,  where 
he  was  conversing  with  his  prisoner,  and  present- 
ing a  Smith  &:  Wesson  revolver,  demanded  the  re- 
lease of  the  prisoner.  Mr.  AVilson  dropped  to  the 
floor,  then  suddenly  arising  under  the  pistol,  grab- 
bed it,  and  it  was  discharged  over  his  head.  The 
prisoner  hurried  out  and  mounted  a  horse,  leaving 
the  Sheriff  and  Wilcox,  the  desperado,  scuffling  for 
the  revolver.  Mrs.  Wilson  bravely  lent  a  helping 
hand,  screaming  murder,  and  holding  Wilcox  for 
some  time.  Shriner  finally  got  away,  together  with 
the  other  man.  Wilcox  was  later  placed  in  jail, 
and  after  trial  sentenced  to  the  penitentiarj'  for 
four  years.  He  was  subsequently  pardoned  out 
in  order  to  serve  as  a  witness  against  George 
Shriner,  who  had  employed  him  to  do  this  work. 
Shriner  was  convicted,  and  sent  to'  the  State  Prison 
for  two  years.  He  served  his  time,  and  is  now  a 
resident  of  St.  Louis.  John  Shriner  is  living  some- 
where in  the  far  West. 

Politically.  Mr.  Wilson  gives  his  support  to  the 
Republican  party.  He  is  a  man  who  makes  friends 
wherever  he  goes,  and  has  had  a  life  big  with  ex- 
perience. Could  he  gather  all  the  incidents  therein 
in  connection  with  his  career  as  a  public  servant  in 
various  capacities,  he  might  construct  a  volume 
which  would  well  pay  for  perusal. 


^_3,os-. 5Kt«^|.|»f« — 


f|OHN    CHRISTOPHER   MALL,  one  of  the 
I     wealthiest  men  of  Grant  Township,  and  pio- 


prietor  of  one  of  the  best  stock  fan 


i^W/  Clay  County,  after  a  series  of  years  indus- 
triously employed  in  accumulating  a  competence, 
is  now  retired  from  active  labor,  and  lives  at  his 
ease  on  section  33,  Grant  Township,  surrounded  bj- 


•18 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


all  the  comforts  of  life,  and  many  of  its  luxuries. 
He  is  numbered  among  the  leading  German  citizens 
of  Northern  Kansas,  one  of  those  who  have  been 
prominent  in  its  growth  and  development.  He  was 
born  in  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Baden,  Germany,  Dec. 
14,  1831,  and  notwithstanding  he  has  accomplished 
so  much,  is  still  active  and  vigorous  with  appar- 
ently manj'  years  of  enjoyment  before  him. 

Franz  Mall,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  a  na- 
tive of  the  same  country  as  his  son,  a  butcher  by 
trade,  and  also  engaged  in  farming  and  grape  cul- 
ture, besides  the  manufacture  of  wine.  To  liini  and 
his  wife  were  born  nine  children,  six  sons  and  tliree 
daughters.  The  six  brothers  came  to  America,  and 
at  present  four  reside  in  Clay  County,  Kan.,  and 
two  in  Benton  County,  Iowa.  One  sister  is  de- 
ceased, while  the  two  surviving,  continue  to  live  in 
Germany. 

Emigrating  to  the  United  States  in  October,  1860, 
our  subject  came  directly  westward,  and  settled  in 
the  vicinity  of  Belle  Plain,  Iowa,  where  he  lived  six 
years  on  a  farm.  At  the  expiration  of  this  time  he 
changed  his  location  to  Northern  Kansas,  and  pur- 
chased a  quarter-section  of  land,  paying  for  it 
$1,000  in  cash,  and  upon  this  decided  to  erect  a 
permanent  homestead.  Afterward,  under  the  home- 
stead laws  he  pre-empted  a  claim  of  160  acres  ad- 
joining his  first  purchase.  He  brought  the  whole 
to  a  good  state  of  cultivation,  and  as  lime  passed 
on,  being  very  successful  as  a  tiller  of  the  soil,  he 
added  to  his  landed  possessions  until  he  is  now  the 
owner  of  520  broad  acres,  all  improved  and  valu- 
able. The  land  is  watered  by  five  living  springs, 
besides  being  crossed  by  the  two  branches  of  Mall 
Creek,  running  north  and  south.  Along  the  creek 
are  forty  acres  of  native  timber.  Mr.  Mall  has 
an  apple  orciiard  comprising  two  acres,  and  one 
acre  of  grapevines.  The  residence  is  a  fine,  large 
two-story  stone  building,  43x32  feet  in  dimensions, 
erected  in  1874,  at  an  outlay  of  $3,000,  besides  the 
labor  of  Mr.  Mall  and  his  sons  upon  it.  Adjacent 
is  a  fine  frame  barn,  30x50  feet  in  dimensions  with 
eighteen-foot  posts,  and  a  shed  on  one  side  sixteen 
feet  wide.  This  was  built  in  1882,  at  a  cost  of 
$1,000  besides  the  labor  of  father  and  sons. 

All  the  land  belonging  to  Mr.  Mall  was  in  ils 
inimiiivc  comlilion    wlien  he  assumed  ownership. 


He  has  built  over  five  miles  of  hedge  fencing,  be- 
sides other  fences,  and  has  himself  effected  all  the 
other  improvements  which  attract  the  attention  of 
the  passing  traveller.  His  live-stock  consists  of 
graded  Short-horn  cattle,  Poland-China  swine,  and 
Norman  horses.  Everything  about  the  premises  is 
kept  in  first-class  order,  nothing  being  allowed  to 
run  to  waste.  In  his  farming  operations,  Mr.  Mall 
has  availed  himself  of  the  most  approved  machin- 
ery, and  uniformly  met  with  the  success  usually  .ac- 
corded the  man  who  follows  out  one  aim  in  life 
industriouslj'  and  perseveringly. 

The  first  marriage  of  Mr.  Mall  occurred  on  the 
-27th  of  February,  1855,  with  Miss  Catherine, 
(daughter  of  Christopher  Zilly),  in  Baden,  Ger- 
many, where  he  and  his  wife  spent  the  first  five 
years  of  their  wedded  life,  and  where  two  children 
were  born  to  them.  Mrs.  Mall,  like  her  husband, 
was  born  in  Baden,  not  far  from  his  early  home, 
and  accompanied  him  to  America.  She  became  the 
mother  of  three  children,  and  departed  this  life  at 
their  home  in  Iowa,  Aug.  4,1861.  Left  thus,  stand- 
ing in  the  shadow  of  a  great  sorrow,  a  stranger  in 
a  sti'ange  land,  far  from  home  and  kindred,  and 
with  three  little  children  bereft  of  a  loving  mother's 
care,  our  subject,  in  his  bereavement,  had  the  sym- 
pathy of  both  his  German  and  American  neighbors 
in  his  Iowa  home.  Their  eldest  son,  Frank,  who 
married  Miss  Nanna  Funk,  is  the  father  of  four 
children — William,  Delora,  Henry,  and  an  infant 
boy  unnamed.  He  is  farming  in  Grant  Township. 
Kate  is  the  wife  of  Miles  Johns,  of  Ottawa  County, 
this  State;  William  married  a  Miss  Bolden,  and  is 
living  in  Kansas  City. 

Mr.  Mall  on  the  14th  of  December,  1862,  con- 
tracted a  second  marriage  with  Miss  Caroline, 
daughter  of  Peter  Renfuse,  now  deceased.  This 
lady  took  the  part  of  a  mother  to  the  little  step- 
children until  having  reached  years  of  maturity, 
they  were  ready  to  leave  the  parental  roof  and  en- 
ter homes  of  their  own.  Of  the  second  union  of 
our  subject,  six  children  have  been  born,  viz:  Laura 
A.,  Alfred  S.,  George  H.,  Charles,  John  C,  and 
Carrie,  all  of  whom  are  unmarried,  and  all  at  home 
with  the  exception  of  Alfred,  who  lives  on  his  own 
farm  in  Union  Township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mall  be- 
long to  the  Evangelical  Association,  and  Mr.  Mall 
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Ill  the  Fanners'  Alliance.   He  served 
arniy  while    in   his  native  country. 


is  connected 

in  the  (Terra 

two  years.     Three    of    his   hrothcrs    fonght    in   the 

Civil  War. 

When  Mr.  Mall  arrived  in  Kansas,  there  were 
neither  school-houses  nor  schools  in  this  section  of 
the  country.  Coming  from  a  country  which  recog- 
riized  the  importance  of  an  education,  he  was  among 
tile  lirst  to  give  substantial  assistance  to  the  school 
funil,  and  it  was  mainly  througii  his  efforts  that 
the  first  school  in  his  district  was  built,  the  same 
lieiiiu'  the  fifth  school  organized  in  the  countj^ 
Now  there  are  about  100  finely  equipped  and  suc- 
cessfully conducted  schools  in  Cla}'  County.  As 
the  result  of  his  first  efforts  in  the  direction  of  a 
school  edifice,  a  log  house  was  erected,  which  was 
later  replaced  by  a  commodious  frame  structure, 
the  present  building.  The  land  on  which  the  school- 
house  was  built,  was  deeded  by  Mr.  Mall,  so  long 
as  it  is  used  for  school  purposes. 


^  ICHAEL  MUSSELMAX.  Among  the 
foreign-born  citizens  of  Clay  Township, 
none  have  presented  a  more  worthy  career 
than  that  of  Mr.  Musselman.  He  has  a  fine 
farm  well  improved,  occupying  a  portion  of  section 
6,  and  has  not  only  been  successful  as  a  tiller  of 
the  soil  but  in  gaining  the  confidence  and  esteem 
of  his  fellow  citizens.  He  is  a  member  in  good 
standing  of  the  Mennonite  Church  and  usually  sup- 
ports the  Democratic  part3'. 

Mr.  Musselman  has  just  passed  the  sixtieth  year 
of  his  age,  having  been  born  July  25,  1829  in  the 
Kingdom  of  Bavaria.  His  father.  Christian  Mus- 
selman, was  born  in  Saxony,  where  he  was  reared 
to  man's  estate  and  married.  After  the  birth  of 
their  only  child  the  parents  emigrated  to  America 
in  1846,  he  being  then  a  youth  of  seventeen 
years.  They  settled  first  in  Lancaster  County. 
Pa.,  but  sojourned  there  only  one  year,  removing 
thence  to  Jo  Daviess  County,  111.  Miclrel,  how- 
ever, remained  in  Pennsylvania  until  tlie  spring  of 
1848,  then  joined  his  parents  in  the  Prairie  State 
where  he  followed  farming  until  1879. 

In    the  above-mentioned  year  Mr.    Musselman, 


crossing  the  Mississippi,  came  to  Northern  Kansas 
and  bought  the  land  which  he  now  owns  and  occu- 
pies. Later  he  engaged  in  the  real  estate  and  loan 
business  at  Clay  Center,  leaving  the  farm  in  the 
hands  of  his  son.  In  January,  1888,  he  returned  to 
the  farm  where  he  now  proposes  to  remain,  tlie 
sights  and  scenes  of  country  life  being  more  con- 
genial than  the  town.  He  has  never  sought  office, 
but  while  a  resident  of  Illinois,  held  some  of  the 
minor  offices  of  his  township  there. 

Mr.  Musselman  was  first  married  Oct.  16,  1852. 
to  Miss  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  John  Durrstein, 
who  spent  his  last  years  in  Illinois.  Of  this  union 
there  were  born  eleven  children,  ten  sons  and  one 
daughter,  of  whom  six  are  living — John,  Louise, 
Christian,  Gustav,  Ernest  and  William.  John 
married  Miss  Jennie  Goodin  and  resides  in  Clay 
Center;  they  have  three  children — Samuel,  Lizzie 
and  Frances.  The  mother  now  is  deceased.  Louise 
is  the  wife  of  Rudolph  Hammer,  of  Jo  Daviess 
County,  111.,  and  the  mother  of  five  children; 
Christian  married  Miss  Kate  Keiner;  they  occupy 
the  homestead  in  Clay  Township  and  have  two 
children — Sally  and  Bertie.  Gustav  married  Miss 
Lucy  Dobkins  and  they  live  at  Clay  Center,  being 
the  parents  of  three  children — Charles  and  Carl, 
twins,  and  an  infant  bo\'  Clarence.  Mrs.  lillizabeth 
Musselman  departed  this  life  at  her  home  in  Jo 
Daviess  Countj-,  111.,  June  9,  1875.  Mr.  Mussel- 
man was  married  the  second  time,  March  7,  1878, 
to  Mrs.  Ida  (Fuss),  Baier  and  of  this  union  there 
have  been  born  two  children — Emma  and  Clara. 


<S^DWIN  J.  Ni 
)|U]  of  the  biogra 
It — ii)  ial  or  compj 


lASON.  It  is  not  often  the  lot 
iher  to  meet  a  man  more  gen- 
ipanionable  than  Mr.  Nason,  or 
one  who  is  situated  amid  pleasanter  surroundings. 
He  has,  in  fact,  one  of  the  most  attractive  homes 
in  Washington  County — a  home  built  up  by  the 
hand  of  thrift  and  industry,  and  embellished  in  a 
manner  natural  to  one  of  refined  tastes  and  possess- 
ing ample  means.  It  comprises  a  valuable  farm, 
320  acres  in  extent,  upon  which  have  been  erected 
neat  and  substantial  modern  buildings.  The  fields 
are  laid  out  largely   with   hedge  fencing,  which  is 
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trimmed  so  accurately  :iml  true  that  it  looks  as 
tiiougli  a  person  raighl  walic  on  tD|)  of  it,  and  its 
ornamental  appearance  adds  much  to  the  beauty  of 
this  model  farm,  while  there  is  an  abundance  of 
fruit  and  shade  trees,  the  former  comprising  an 
orchard  of  1,000  trees.  There  is  also  a  supply  of 
the  smaller  fruits.  Mr.  Nason  makes  a  specialty  of 
thoroughbred  Poland-China  swine  and  graded  cat- 
tle, and  this,  in  connection  with  his  fruit  operations, 
yields  a  fine  income. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  was  born  in  Wooster, 
Ohio,  and  spent  the  early  years  of  his  life  in  De- 
fiance Connty,  receiving  a  fair  education  in  the 
district  school,  and  being  employed  mostly  at  farm 
work  until  a  course  in  the  Normal  Institute  in 
Williams  Center,  Williams  County,  fitted  him  for 
teaching.  In  November,  1861 ,  he  went  to  the  war, 
enlisting  in  Company  C,  68th  Ohio  Regiment.  He 
participated  in  twenty-three  battles,  the  principal 
of  which  were  Ft.  Donelson,  Shiloh,  Vicksbiirg, 
Atlanta,  and  went  with  Sherman  on  his  famous 
march  to  the  sea.  He  returned  home  in  July,  1865, 
commissioned  as  First  Lieutenant.  He  then  re- 
entered the  Normal  Institute  for  a  time,  after 
which  he  took  up  the  profession  of  teaching.  This 
profession  he  followed  in  Ohio  until  1870,  and  still 
pursued  it  after  coming  to  Kansas  until  1883,  teach- 
ing one  year  in  Washington.  Soon  after  reaching 
Washington  Count}-,  this  State,  he  homesteaded  1 60 
acres  in  Mill  Creek  Township,  where  he  lived  two 
years,  then  selling  out  removed  to  Farmington 
.Township,  securing  a  part  of  the  land  which  he 
now  owns  and  occupies. 

Mr.  Nason  came  to  Kansas  a  single  man.  but  in 
due  time  made  the  acquaintance  of  Miss  Emma  V. 
Buck,  to  whom  he  was  married  in  America  City, 
March  22,  1874.  This  lady  was  born  near  Dela- 
ware. Ohio,  and  came  to  Kansas  with  her  sister 
after  reachirg  womanhood.  Their  union  resulted 
in  the  birth  of  four  children — Lulu,  George  S.. 
Franklin  M.  and  Sarah.  The  eldest  and  j'oungest 
child  are  deceased,  and  the  wife  and  mother  de- 
parted this  life,  at  the  present  homestead  of  our 
subject,  in  Farmington  Township,  May  11,  1883. 
She  was  a  successful  teacher  and  a  lady  possessing 
many  estimable  qualities  of  head  and  heart.  Her 
amiability  and  kiudness   had   drawn    around    her 


many  warm  friends,  by  whom  she  was  greatly 
mourned,  and  she  was  likewise  much  missed  from 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  she  had 
for  nine  years  been  a  consistent  member. 

Mr.  Nason  contracted  a  second  marriage,  May  13, 
1886,  at  Frankfort,  Kan.,  with  Miss  Ida  M.  Todd, 
who  was  born  at  that  place  and  there  reared  to 
womanhood.  After  a  brief  season  of  happy  wed- 
ded life,  Mrs.  Ida  M.  Nason  died  of  typhoid  fever, 
passing  away  seven  months  from  the  daj-  of  her 
marriage.  She  was  a  consistent  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  was  a  very  amia- 
ble and  accomplished  lady.  In  his  second  great 
affliction,  as  in  the  first,  Mr.  Nason  was  tendered 
the  sympathies  of  all  who  knew  him,  as  one  whose 
fondest  ties  had  been  severed,  but  whose  f.iilh  in 
the  promises  held  out  to  the  Christian,  has  ena- 
bled him  to  endure  his  bereavements  with  hope 
and  resignation. 

Mr.  Nason  has  been  connected  with  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church  since  about  eighteen  years 
of  age,  and  a  greater  part  of  that  time  has  offici- 
ated as  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school.  He 
is  now  President  of  the  County  Sunday-school  As- 
sociation, and  has  taken  an  especial  interest  in  tlie 
work  in  Washington  County.  He  gives  his  politi- 
cal support  to  the  Republican  party,  and  takes  an 
active  interest  in  local  affairs,  encouraging  the 
measures  set  on  foot  to  establish  and  extend  tlie 
principles  of  that  party,  which  have  secured  to  tiie 
United  States  her  union  and  freedom. 

Of  excellent  old  New  England  stock  on  the  pa- 
ternal side,  our  subject  is  the  son  of  Samuel  Nason, 
a  native  of  New  Hampshire,  a  student  of  Dart- 
mouth College  and  a  teacher  by  profession.  'I'lie 
maiden  name  of  his  mother  was  Isabella  Rippey. 
and  she  was  born  in  Shippensburg,  Pa.  After 
marriage  the  parents  settled  in  AVooster,  Ohio, 
where  the  father  was  employed  as  a  teacher  six 
years.  They  then  removed  to  Milford,  Defiance 
County,  where  Mr.  Nason  followed  teaching  a 
number  of  years.  In  1870  he  determined  to  locate 
in  the  AVest,  and  coming  to  this  State  settled  on  a 
farm  ten  miles  west  of  Washington,  and  followed 
agricultural  pursuits  about  two  years.  Finally,  sell- 
ing out,  he  took  up  his  abode  with  his  son,  Edwin  J., 
where  his  death  occurred  in  November,   1885,  at 
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the  ripe  age  of  ninety-one  years,  eleven  months 
and  twenty  da>'s.  The  wife  and  niotlier  is  still 
living,  and  makes  her  home  with  our  subject.  They 
were  the  parents  of  two  children  only — Edwin  J. 
and  Lucy — the  latter  the  wife  of  J.  B.  Frager,  a 
farmer  of  AVasliington  Township.  Mr.  Nason  is 
distinguished  as  a  liberal  and  public-spirited  man, 
especially  interested  in  agriculture — one  who  makes 
of  it  an  art  and  a  science,  and  particularly  encour- 
ages the  maintenance  of  the  County  Fair  Associ- 
tion,  of  which  he  was  at  one  time  the  able  and 
efficient  President. 

The  following  quotation  is  from  a  complimentary 
notice  in  a  local  paper:    '' We  had  the  pleasure   of 
visiting  the  farm  and  orchard  of  Mr.  Edwin  J.  Na- 
son, three  miles  northeast  of  the  city,   who   is   one 
of  the  first  fruit-raisers  of  Washington  County.    In 
the  matter  of  fruit,  we  hardly  think  there  is  a  bet-    ' 
ter  orchard    in  the   State.     Mr.   Nason  has  three   ! 
orchards — one  about  twenty  years  old,  one  about   ! 
half  that  age,  and  a  j^oung    one    not   yet    bearing. 
His  peach  crop  this  year  is  simply  immense.     His 
lawn  is  ornamented  with  the  largest  and  most  beau-   I 
tiful  evergreens,   symmetrically   trimmed,   that   we 
liave  seen  in  the  West.     The  farm  comprises  320 
acres,  100  acres  of  which  is  in  corn,  the  crop  from    j 
which  is  estimated  to  be  5,000  bushels.     He    has   ; 
also  a  large  herd  of  cattle  and  hogs." 

/^  HARLES  G.  WOOD,  foituerly  cashier  of  the   \ 
|l(      _   Exchange  Bank  of  Rile^',  is  likewise  a  promi-    , 
■^^7    nent  stockholder  in  this  institution,  a  thor-    | 
ough   business  man  and  one  of  the  leading  citizens    i 
of  the  county.  He  has  made  his  way  up  from  a  mod- 
est position  in  life  to  one  of  honor  and  success,  solely 
by  his  own  unaided  efforts,  equipped  only  with  the 
qualities    which  nature   gave   him.     He  was  born 
in  Rock  Count}-,  Wis.,  April   30,    1858,  and  is  the 
sun  of  Nathan  H.   and  Mary  (Gillett)  Wood,  who 
came  of  excellent  ancestry  and  made  for  themselves 
a  career  worthy  of   record   and  one  of  which  their 
children  have  no  reason  to  ever  be  ashamed. 

Nathan  H.  Wood  was  born  in  Whitehall,    N.  Y. 
in  1826.     He  was    there   reared  and    received    his 

early  education  and  decided   to  become  a  member 


of  the  legal  profession,  entering  the  law  depart- 
ment of  Union  College,  in  Schenectady,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  due  time  with  honors. 
In  1854,  when  a  man  of  twenty-eight  years,  leav- 
ing the  Empire  State  he  established  himself  in 
.Jauesville,  Wis.,  where  he  lived  until  1858.  That 
year,  moving  west  of  the  Mississippi,  he  took  up 
his  abode  in  Leavenworth,  this  State,  where  he  has 
since  resided  and  become  a  leading  light  among  his 
brethren  at  the  bar.  F'or  many  years  he  stood  at 
the  head  of  his  profession  in  Leavenworth  and 
vicinity,  conducting  successfully  some  of  the  most 
important  cases  brought  up  in  the  courts  of  that 
region.  He  was  at  one  time  County  Attorney  of 
Leavenworth  County,  and  like  most  all  lawyers, 
made  a  fortune  and  has  rdso  spent  one. 

Mrs.  Mary  (Gillett)  Wood  was  born  in  Akron, 
Ohio,  and  departed  this  life  in  Leavenworth,  Kan., 
at  the  early  age  of  about  forty-two  years.  There 
had  been  born  to  her  and  her  husband  a  family  of 
six  children,  viz:  Charles  G.,  our  subject;  Eliza- 
beth F.,  Benjamin,  Frank  G.,  Cora  L.  and  Grace. 
Charles  G.,  the  eldest,  was  reared  in  Leavenworth, 
and  received  a  common-school  education;  he  was 
attentive  to  bis  books,  and  as  a  boy,  was  more  than 
ordinarily  bright  and  ambitious,  with  a  good  head 
for  business.  In  1875  he  repaired  to  Clay  Center 
and  became  connected  with  the  Clay  County  Bank, 
as  a  clerk,  in  which  capacity  he  served  satisf.acto- 
rilly  for  a  period  of  four  years.  In  1 879  he  en- 
gaged with  the  Chicago  Lumber  Company,  doing 
business  for  the  company  at  different  points  in 
Kansas  until  the  spring  of  1880.  Then  returning 
to  Leavenworth,  he  followed  book-keeping  one  year 
and  next  at  Lincoln  Center,  in  partnershii)  with  S. 
A.  Foster,  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  which 
they  prosecuted  until  1885.  Mr.  Wood  then  sell- 
ing out  repaired  to  Leonardville,  and  was  em- 
ployed as  a  book-keeper  until  1888,  during  which 
year  hea.ssumed  the  duties  of  cashier  of  the  bank  at 
Riley. 

On  the  31st  of  August,  1881,  Charles  (^.  Wood 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Caroline  Quinby, 
of  Lincoln  Center,  Kan.  Mrs.  Wood  was  born  in 
Milford,  Mass.,  Aug.  8,  1858,  and  is  the  daughter 
of  Oremandel  and  Jane  (Cheney)  (^»uinby,  who 
were  natives  of  Massachusetts  and    who  are  now 
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living  .it  Leavenworth.  Of  this  union  tliere  has 
been  born  one  child  only,  a  son,  Lee,  June  9,  1882. 
Mr.  Wood,  politically,  is  a  sound  Republican,  but 
has  never  been  an  office-seeker,  preferring  to  give 
his  time  and  attention  to  his  legitimate  calling.  He 
was  appointed  by  the  commissioners  of  the  county, 
as  Treasurer,  an  office  he  now  liolds,  in  place  of 
James  M.  Fortner.  wlio  defaulted. 


J;OHN  STIGGE,  one  of  the  most  prominent 
!  German  citizens  of  Lincoln  Township,  is  a 
I  gentleman  well  fixed  financially,  and  has 
'  made  all  he  has  by  hard  work  since  coming 
to  Kansas.  He  has  been  a  resident  of  this  State 
since  Oct.,  28,  1869,  when  he  ventured  on  what 
was  then  the  frontier,  and  homesteaded  a  piece  of 
land  on  section  20,  Lincoln  Township,  where  he  has 
since  resided  and  bent  his  best  efforts  to  tlie  ac- 
cummulation  of  a  competence.  The  extent  to 
which  he  has  succeeded  may  be  judged  bj-  the  fact 
that  he  is  now  the  owner  of  357  broad  acres  of  as 
good  land  as  is  to  be  found  in  the  southeastern 
part  of  Washington  County.  Mr.  Stigge  has  made 
good  improvements,  and  has  brought  his  land  to  a 
high  state  of  cultivation.  This  has  only  been  ef- 
fected by  liai-d  work  and  good  management,  and 
too  much  credit  cannot  be  given  to  the  proprietor 
of  this  estate,  which  is  considered  one  of  the  most 
desirable  in  the  county. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  w;is  ])orn  in  tiie  town 
of  Grosbergthom,  in  the  Grand  lUichy  of  Olden- 
berg,  Germany,  Jan.  27,  1839.  His  father,  John 
G.  Stigge,  was  a  native  of  the  same  place  as  his 
son,  and  spent  his  entire  life  upon  his  native  soil.  He 
followed  agricultural  pursuits,  and  was  the  owner 
of  a  small  farm  upon  which  he  made  a  comfortable 
living  for  his  famil3\  He  had  been  reared  in  the 
doctrines  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  to  which  he  ad- 
hered from  his  youth  up,  and  in  the  faith  of  which 
he  died  in  1870,  at  the  age  of  about  seventy  six 
years. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  bore  tiie  maiden  name 
of  Alke  Magagrathe.  She  was  a  native  of  Ger- 
many, and  died  in  1859,  at  the  age  of  forty-eight 
years.     Tlie  household  circle  was  completed  by  the 


birtli  of  nine  children,  viz:  Henry,  Magagrathe, 
John  G.,  Anna,  John,  Herman,  Rebecca  A.  and 
two  infants,  the  fifth  and  seventli  child  who  died 
unnamed.  .Tohn,  tlie  sixth  in  order  of  birth,  was 
reared  in  his  native  Province,  obtaining  a  good  ed- 
ucation in  the  German  tongue.  When  of  suitable 
years  he  entered  the  army,  and  i)articipated  in  the 
Franco-Prussian  War,  in  1866.  He  left  his  native 
land  in  1868,  emigrating  to  America  and  located  in 
Des  Moines,  Iowa,  where  he  lived  one  year  and  a 
half  and  until  coming  to  Kansas. 

On  tlie  23d  of  Januarj-.  1871,  jMr.  Stigge  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Lena  Tomshef,  of 
Waterville,  this  State.  Mrs.  Stigge  was  like  her 
liusband  a  native  of  the  Fatherland,  and  after  a 
happy  married  life  died  at  her  home,  in  Lincoln 
Township,  April  25.  1877.  Mr.  Stigge  afterward 
contracted  a  second  marriage  with  Miss  Caroline 
Killman,  of  Washington  County,  and  to  them  tliere 
have  been  born  three  children — Anna,  Adolph  and 
Frederick.  Mr.  Stigge  was  reared  in  the  doctrines 
of  the  Lutheran  Church,  to  which  he  steadfastly 
adheres,  attending  church  in  a  building  which  wa.s 
erected  on  his  farm.  He  has  a  fine  residence,  flanked 
by  good  barns  and  outliouses,  and  represented  on 
another  page  by  a  fine  lithographic  engraving.  A 
fair  assortment  of  fruit  and  shade  trees,  and  all  the 
other  appurtenances  of  the  well-regulated  country 
estate,  are  also  to  be  found  here.  Stock-raising 
forms  one  of  the  features  of  Mr.  Stigge's  farming 
operations,  in  which  he  lias  been  very  successful. 
He  is  numbered  among  the  substantial  citizens  of 
Lincoln  Township — one  who  has  done  good  service 
in  advancing  its  best  interests. 

E^'I  LOAVER.  Among  those  who  have  been 
instrumental  in  the  development  of  one  of 
most  beautiful  sections  of  countr3'  in 
the  world,  is  the  subject  of  this  notice,  one  of  the 
Commissioners  of  Washington  County,  who  has  a 
very  atractive  homestead  in  Rrantford  Township, 
on  tlie  southwestern  line  of  Washington  County. 
His  residence,  a  large,  white  frame  structure,  which 
is  represented  by  a  fine  engraving  on  another  page, 
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■itands  on  an  elevation,  and  with  its  adjacent  oiit- 
l>uildings,  including  a  large  red  barn,  can  be  seen 
at  a  long  distance  from  the  public  highwaj\  A 
small  stream,  running  near,  supports  a  fine  growth 
of  timber,  and  the  fruit  and  forest  trees  around  the 
luiildings  present  one  of  the  most  charming  pic- 
tures in  the  landscape  of  this  region. 

He  who  built  up  this  home  was  born  in  Blair 
County,  Pa.,  over  fifty-nine  years  ago,  April  16, 
1830.  Me  lived  there  until  approaching  man"s 
estate,  then  emigrating  to  Illinois,  established  him- 
self in  Rock  Island  County,  and  lived  there  until 
the  year  1870.  That  year  found  him  in  the  wilds 
of  Washington  County,  Kan.,  looking  over  an  un- 
settled tract  of  countr}',  with  the  firm  belief  that 
from  it  could  be  constructed  a  farm,  which  in  time 
would  yield  a  handsome  income.  He,  accordingly, 
homesteadcd  160  acres,  and  now,  ,at  the  expiration 
of  nineteen  years,  dwells  in  the  realization  of  his 
hopes.  He  has  now  a  fine  tract  of  fertile  land, 
yielding  in  abundance  the  rich  crops  of  this  region. 
Much  time, labor  and  money  have  been  expended  in 
effecting  the  improvements  which  we  see  around 
iilm,  but  it  has  been  capital  admirably  invested. 
In  addition  to  general  agriculture  and  fruit-raising, 
he  is"  largely  interested  in  live-stock,  which  like- 
wise yields  handsome  returns. 

When  corning  to  Kiinsas.  Mr.  Lower  brought 
witii  him  his  young  wife,  formerly  Miss  Mary 
Dougal,  to  whom  he  was  married  Xov.  13,  1855, 
in  Rock  Island,  111.  This  lady  was  born  July  12, 
1832,  in  Pennsj'lvania,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
Henry  Dougal,  who  emigrated  to  Illinois,  and  died 
there  in  1859.  His  wife  survived  him  until  1873, 
dying  in  Illinois.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lower  there 
have  been  born  six  children,  viz:  David  E.,  James 
B.,  Harry  M.,  Emma  C.,  Frank  W.  and  William  S. 
Mr.  Lower,  politically,  is  a  sound  Republican,  and 
votes  for  prohibition.  He  is  not  connected  with 
an\-  religious  organization,  but  his  estimable  wife 
is  a  Presbyterian.  Mrs.  Lower  has  been  a  true  and 
faithful  helpmate  to  iier  husband,  assisting  him  in 
his  pioneer  labors,  and  he  admits  that  it  Is  largel}' 
owing  to  her  economical  management  of  the  house- 
hold affairs  that  he  has  prospered  so  well.  His  farm, 
now  460  acres  in  extent,  forms  one  of  the  most 
valuable  estates    in   this  region,  and  on  account  of 


it,  there  is  annually  paid    into  the  county    treasury 
a  snug  sum  in  the  way  of  taxes. 

The  f,ather  of  our  subject  was  David  Lower,  a 
i:ative  of  Pennsylvania,  and  of  German  descent. 
His  paternal  grandfather  emigrated  to  America  in 
time  to  participate  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  He 
had  no  money  when  starting  from  his  native  coun- 
try, and  was  sold  for  bis  passage.  He  obtained  his 
freedom  by  enlisting  in  the  Continental  Army. 
After  the  war  was  over,  he  occupied  himself  .as  a 
weaver  and  farmer  combined,  and  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life  in  Pennsylvania,  dying  there 
about  1836.  David  Lower  married  Jliss  Susanna 
Rhodes,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  who  survives 
him,  and  Is  now  living  in  Carroll  County,  111.;  she  is 
the  mother  of  ten  children,  Levi,  our  subject,  being 
the  eldest.  One  brother  died  in  the  army,  and  his 
remains  were  laid  in  a    soldier's  grave  at  Paducah, 

Ky. 

Levi  Lower  enlisted  as  a  Union  soldier  in  Car- 
roll County,  111.,  in  the  34th  Illinois  Infantry,  in 
which  he  served  three  years.  He  then  re-enlisted 
in  the  4th  Cavalry,  but  the  war  closed  before  he 
reached  his  command.  He  received  his  honorable 
discharge  at  Atlanta,  Ga.  While  a  member  of  the 
34th  Regiment,  he  was  captured  three  times  by  the 
enemy,  but  succeeded  each  time  in  making  his 
escape.  At  the  battle  of  Stone  River  he  received 
eleven  different  wounds,  hut  was  only  disabled 
from  active  service  a  few  days.  He  has  never  as- 
pired to  office,  but  at  the  solicitation  of  his  friends, 
accepted  that  of  County  Commissioner,  and  is  fill- 
ing the  position  with  credit,  to  himself  and  satisfac- 
tion to  all  concerned.  His  term  expires  in  January, 
1890. 


-»H 


'Ml      -iV 


^^  ARL  LAENGRICH.  W.ashington  County 
(ll  n  '*  ^''^  home  of  many  prosperous  agricultur- 
^^  ists,  whose  fine  farms  are  beautiful  as  well 
as  remunerative.  The  gentleman  above  named  is 
one  of  these  men.  He  lives  on  section  19,  Independ- 
ence Township,  where  he  owns  320  acres  of  land, 
all  in  one  body.  It  is  well  tilled  and  supplied 
with  all  needful  farm  buildings,  among  them  an 
.attractive  house  that  was  erected  in  1885.  The 
orcliard    and     vineyard    are   especially    fine.     The 
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former  contains   300    apple.  50    peach.    25    cherry    j 
trees,  and    various    small   fruits.      The    vineyard 
contains  250  stands  of  grapes.     The  owner  of  this 
fine  estate  began  on  nothing,  and   was   for  several 
years  the  support  of  his  parents. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Christian  and 
Christina  (Thiele)  Laengrich,  natives  of  Saxe, 
Prusia.  They  were  married  in  the  Old  Country, 
and  came  to  America  in  1867,  settling  in  Milwau- 
kee, Wis.  The  father  died  in  1875.  and  the  mother 
in  1887.  Nine  children  were  born  to  them,  eiglit 
are  now  living. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write,  was  the  young 
est  in  his  father's  family  and  was  born  in  Saxe, 
Feb.  24,  1850.  He  received  a  good  education  in 
German,  being  a  resident  of  his  native  land  until 
the  age  of  seventeen  years.  He  then  came  to 
America  with  his  parents,  and  lived  in  Wisconsin 
until  1879.  He  next  resided  in  Nebraska  for  two 
years,  after  which  he  came  to  Kansas  and  settled  on 
his  present  place.  In  early  life  he  learned  the 
trade  of  a  carpenter,  at  which  lie  worked  until  his 
marriage.  He  has  done  all  the  wood  work  about 
his  place.  He  keeps  about  50  liead  of  cattle,  9 
horses  and  100  hogs. 

In  Wisconsin,  Jan.  7.  1871,  the  ceremony  was 
performed  which  transformed  Miss  Henrietta  Riese 
into  Mrs.  Carl  Laengrich.  The  bride  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  Michael  and  Christiana  (Laengrich)  Riese, 
natives  of  Saxe,  who  had  removed  to  America  in 
1868  and  settled  in  Wisconsin.  Mr.  Riese  was  a 
farmer.  His  death  occurred  in  1868.  His  widow 
subsequently  married  again,  and  is  now  living  near 
Odell,  Neb.  Mrs.  Laengrich  was  the  only  child  of 
her  parents,  born  Oct.  10,  1853,  in  Saxe.  She  has 
been  the  mother  of  nine  children,  three  of  whom 
are  deceased.  Those  now  living  are:  Albert, 
Oscar,  Ida,  Frida,  Amelia  and  Carl,  all  of  whom 
are  at  home  and  attending  school.  Their  father 
takes  a  lively  interest  in  their  education  and  they 
are  being  taught  both  English  and  German.  They 
are  not  only  receiving  their  education  but  are 
being  carefully  reared,  as  their  excellent  behavior 
and  courteous  manners  testify. 

Mr.  Laengrich  takes  an  active  interest  in  politics, 
generally  voting  the  Republican  ticket,  though  in 
local  elections  be  votes  for  the  man,  rather  than  the 


party.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Turner  Society,  in 
Michigan,  and  during  his  residence  in  Wisconsin 
served  his  neighborhood  as  Road  Overseer.  Both 
he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  German  Luth- 
eran Church,  of  Lanliam,  in  which  they  have  high 
standing.  A  man  of  intelligence  and  upright 
character,  an  able  and  honorable  farmer,  and  a  good 
citizen,  Mr.  Laengrich  deserves  the  position  which 
he  occupies  in  the  esteem  of  his  neighbors  and 
fellow-citizens. 


■^  AMES  W.  FRENCH,  physician  and  surgeon 
|l  of  Mui  row,  Washington  County,  is  not  only 
l|  a  well  informed  and  successful  practitioner, 
(^^'  but  is  a  man  of  fine  personal  appearance. 
He  is  six  feet  tall,  broad  shouldered,  and  weighs 
about  180  pounds.  His  gray  hair  and  long  flowing 
gray  beard  and  mustache,  added  to  his  flne  form, 
make  up  a  personnel  both  noticeable  and  attractive. 
His  appearance  is  not  belied  by  his  mental  abilities, 
as  he  is  educated,  intelligent,  and  a  fine  conversa- 
tionalist. 

Dr.  P'rench  was  born  in  Tewksbury,  Mass.,  Oct. 
31,  1832,  his  parents  being  George  W.  and  Maria 
M.  French.  His  father  was  the  son  of  Hezekiah 
French,  a  New  England  farmer,  and  in  his  youth 
learned  cloth  making.  He  erected  the  first  woolen 
factory  in  Wolcottsville,  Mass.,  and  also  owned  one 
in  Lowell.  In  1833  he  removed  to  Wisconsin  and 
settled  in  Foxville,  now  Burlington,  in  Racine 
County.  There  he  went  into  the  carriage-making 
business,  which  he  followed  for  several  years.  He 
then  became  associated  with  James  Cotton,  buying 
a  half  interest  in  tiie  Burlington  Woolen  Mill,  the 
machinery  of  which  he  brought  from  Lowell.  At 
the  breaking  out  of  the  late  war  this  mill  made  the 
first  gray  cloth  used  to  uniform  Wisconsin  soldiers. 
The  first  lot  was  made  for  Col.  Starkweather's  regi- 
ment, the  1st  Wisconsin.  The  Confederates  having 
adopted  a  gray  uniform,  a  change  in  the  color  of 
the  Federal  uniform  was  necessary.  The  firm, 
therefore,  took  back  2,000  yards  of  their  manufac- 
ture and  dyed  it  blue.  In  the  fall  of  1868  the  mill 
dam  was  destroyed,  causing  the  fall  of  part  of  the 
mill,  and  the  destruction  of  much  of  its  machiner3'. 
The  wrf-ck   was  such  as  to  incur  a  greater  expense 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


in  its  repair  and  restoration  than  the  proprietors 
were  in  a  condition  to  stand.  The  father  of  our 
subject,  tlierefore,  engaged  in  farming,  at  which  he 
continued  for  a  number  of  years.  He  i.s  now  living 
in  Haven,  Reno  Co.,  Kan.,  at  the  age  of  ninet}- 
years.  During  his  residence  in  Wisconsin  he  served 
several  years  as  Sheriff  of  Racine  Countj'.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  order,  and  was.  after  the 
(Icatli  of  Dr.  Wolcott,  tiie  oldest  JMason  in  Wiscon- 
sin. He  has  been  a  Democrat  all  his  life.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  During  the 
gold  excitement  in  California,  he  went  to  that  Ter- 
ritory, where  he  spent  the  years  from  1851  to  1855. 

The  wiffe  of  George  French,  and  the  mother  of 
our  suliject,  was  a  daughter  of  Kittridge  French,  of 
French  descent,  and  a  Revolutionary  soldier.  She 
departed  this  life  in  Burlington,  Wis.,'in  1878,  hav- 
ing borne  her  husband  nine  children,  of  whom  brief 
mention  is  made  as  follows:  Ann  resides  in  Haven, 
Reno  County;  she  is  tlie  wife  of  F.  O.  Thorp,  who 
was  a  member  of  the  Wisconsin  State  Senate,  and 
is  well  known  in  Racine,  as  an  able  and  successful 
criminal  lawyer.  Caroline  died  in  infancy,  in 
Tewksburj-,  Mass.  Sarah  died  in  1862,  at  Proph- 
etstown,  Whiteside  Co.,  111.;  she  went  to  California 
in  1851  with  her  father,  and  there  married  H.  F. 
Kellum,  a  stock  dealer;  she  remained  in  California 
seven  years;  she  left  four  cliildren,  .all  girls.  Mary 
married  the  Rev.  M.  Knapp,  a  Methodist  minister, 
and  died  in  Missouri,  in  1878,  leaving  no  children. 
George  lives  in  Perry,  Iowa;  during  the  earlj''  years 
of  his  manhood  lie  was  a  lawyer,  and  was  Chief 
Justice  of  Dakota  Territory  from  1862  to  1868. 
He  is  now  engaged  in  the  wholesale  grocery  busi- 
ness, and  is  a  member  of  a  firm  having  houses  in 
Chicago,  III.,  in  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  and  in  Perry. 
He  married  Miss  DeGolyer;  they  have  three  chil- 
dren. William  is  now  living  in  Seattle,  Wash. 
When  the  Civil  War  broke  out  he  enlisted  in 
Wisconsin,  but  was  rejected.  He  is  a  carpenter. 
He  married  Miss  Lizzie  McKercher,  who  has  borne 
him  two  children.  The  next  in  order  in  the  famil}- 
is  the  gentleman  whose  name  initiates  this  notice, 
and  following  him  came  Asaph.  The  youngest  mem  ■ 
ber  of  the  family  is  Hezekiah,  a  lawyer  residing  in 
Wisconsin;  he  is  m.irried  and  has  a  family. 

Dr.  French  was  but  two  years  old  when  his  par- 


ents removed  to  Wisconsin,  where  he  was  reared, 
and  received  a  good  common-school  education.  He 
remained  with  his  parents  until  the  breaking  out  of 
the  Civil  War,  when  he  entered  the  services  of  the 
Union.  He  enlisted.  July,  1861,  in  Milw.aukee, 
joining  the  1st  Wisconsin  Infantry,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Col.  Starkweather.  He  was  out  but 
forty  d.ayswhen  he  was  discharged,  but  immediatel^y 
re-enlisted,  this  time  being  attached  to  the  9th 
Wisconsin,  Randall's  Battery,  with  which  he  served 
until  July,  1865.  He  saw  service  mostly  on  the 
frontier  in  Kansas  and  Colorado.  He  participated 
in  the  fight  at  Ft.  Lamed,  under  Col.  Leavenworth, 
when  sixty-eight  men  held  out  against  2,000  Indi- 
ans, mostly  Cheyennes,  Commanches,  Arapahoes, 
and  Kiowas,  for  forty-eight  hours,  when  re-enforce- 
ments arrived  from  Fts.  Riley  and  Kearney.  He 
also  took  part  in  the  conflict  in  Sand  Creek,  Kan. 
He  was  on  detached  duty  at  Ft.  Leavenworth  from 
July,  1862,  to  October,  1864.  At  the  battle  of 
Hickman's  Mills  he  was  wounded  in  the  right  leg, 
the  tibia  being  broken  between  the  ankle  and 
knee  by  a  rainie  ball,  which  has  never  been  ex- 
tracted. After  recovering  from  the  wound  Dr. 
French  w.as  ordered  to  Ft.  Leavenworth,  where  he 
had  charge  of  the  Post  Battery.  He  also  served  for 
a  time  as  Hospital  Steward,  at  Independence,  Mo. 
After  receiving  his  discharge  .at  Ft.  Leavenworth, 
he  returned  to  Burlington,  AVis. 

Subsequently  our  subject  removed  to  Missouri 
and  began  reading  medicine  at  West  Point,  Bates 
County,  under  Dr.  John  S.  Davis,  with  whom  he 
read  for  four  years.  He  then  visited  his  home,  after 
which  he  repaired  to  Chicago,  111.,  and  had  his  eyes 
operated  on  by  Dr.  DeLasker  Miller.  He  then 
spent  one  winter  in  attendtmce  at  Rush  Medical 
College,  and  returning  to  West  Point,  Mo.,  in  1870, 
took  up  the  practice  of  his  profession.  There  he 
remained  for  a  year,  thence  removing  to  Osaga, 
now  Fulton.  Kan.,  and  becoming  Assistant  Surgeon 
of  the  Kansas  City,  Ft.  Scott  &  Gulf  R.ailroad,  un- 
der Dr.  Horton.  He  also  practiced  in  Pleasanton, 
Olathe,  and  LaCygne,  Kan.,  until  1878,  when  he 
removed  to  Louisburgh,  where  he  remained  one 
year.  He  then  returned  to  LaCynge,  whence  he 
I  came  to  Morrow  in  1885.  He  is  an  Old-School 
I   physician.     In    addition  to  his  practice  here  he  is 
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the  in-oprietor  of  a  drug,  book  and  stationery  store. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  took  place  at  P^lls- 
worth  City,  Ellsworth  Co.,  Kan.,  June  24,  1868. 
The  bride  was  Miss  Susan  Gallion,  daughter  of 
James  Gallion,  and  adopted  daughter  of  John  S. 
Davis.  She  is  a  slender,  good-looking  lady,  of  vi- 
vacious manners,  and  educated  mind.  She  was 
born  in  the  Hoosier  State.  Her  union  with  Dr. 
French  has  been  blessed  ly  the  birth  of  tliree  chil- 
dren— Eva,  Charles  and  William,  all  intelligent  and 
well  bred. 

Dr.  French  is  a  Repultlican,  and  heartily  supports 
the  principles  and  candidates  of  that  party.  He 
belongs  to  the  Presbyterian  Church.  His  reputa- 
tion is  that  of  a  good  citizen,  and  a  cultured  and 
upriglit  man. 

11^  ON.  PATRICK  II.  C.  BRUCE,  an  ex-mem- 
tjf'  ber  of  the  Kentucliv  Legislature  and  now  a 
i^^  resident  of  Clay  Township,  Clay  County, 
(^)  Kan.,  is  a  man  highly  esteemed  for  his 
official  and  executive  ability  and  one  recognized  as 
possessing  more  than  ordinar3'  capacities.  He  is 
mostly  self  educated,  and  by  persistent  study  and 
research,  lias  become  well  informed  upon  all  topics 
of  interest  to  the  intelligent  citizen.  He  owns  and 
occupies  forty  acres  of  laud  on  section  5  and  has 
held  the  office  of  Township  Trustee  for  the  past 
eight  years.  He  is  a  member  in  good  standing  of 
the  Cliristian  Church  and  likewise  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity. 

Lewis  Countj',  Ky.,  was  the  birth  place  of  our 
subject  and  the  date  thereof  May  5.  1818.  He  is 
thus  a  veteran  of  seventy-one  years.  His  father^ 
John  Bruce,  Jr.,  was  a  native  of  Virginia  and  the 
son  of  John  Bruce,  Sr.,  who  served  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary War.  The  paternal  great-grandfather, 
likewise  John  Bruce,  emigrated  from  Scotland  in 
1747,  and  settled  in  Petersly,  Va.  There  accom- 
panied him  to  the  United  States  his  brother  Alex- 
ander, who  settled  in  another  part  of  the  Old 
Dominion  and  of  whom  or  his  descendants  little 
is  known.  Grandfather  Bruce  settled  in  Madi- 
son County,  Ky.,  after  the  independence  of  the 
colonists  had  been  established  and  for  a  time 
lived  in  a  fort,  safe  from    the  Indians,     Later  lie 


moved  into  Bourbon  County,  Ky.,  where  the  In- 
dians destroyed  and  carried  off  his  property.  He 
then  sought  safety  in-  Girard  County,  where  he 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  life. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  in  ber  girlhood, 
Jliss  Isabella  Boyle.  Her  father  was  Alexander 
Boyle,  who  spent  his  last  years  in  Kentucky.  The 
parental  family  consisted  of  twelve  children,  six  of 
whom  are  living,  viz:  Maliala,  (Mrs.  Jameson;) 
Patrick  H.  C,  Andrew  J.,  Margaret,  (Mrs.  Leitch,) 
Alexander,  2d,  and  Simon  B.  Patrick,  like  his 
brothers  and  sisters,  went  to  school  in  a  log  cabin 
with  split  log  seats  upheld  by  wooden  pins  and  the 
desks  fastened  to  the  wall  with  the  same  contri- 
vance. The  floor  was  of  puncheon  and  the  roof  of 
clapboards  held  down  by  weight  poles.  The 
system  of  instruction  was  iu  keeping  with  the 
architecture  of  the  temple  of  learning  and  the 
teachers  administered  "birch  oil"  freely.  The 
scholars  chopped  and  carried  the  wood  and  made 
the  fires. 

Young  Bruce  thus  developed  into  manhood  amid 
the  wild  scenes  of  pioneer  life  in  the  Blue  Grass 
State,  and  became  a  prominent  man  iu  his  com- 
munity. He  at  an  early  age  developed  those  quali- 
ties which  marked  the  man  and  after  serving  a 
period  of  eight  years  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  and 
occupying  .acceptably  other  jjositions  of  trust  and 
resiKnisibilily.  he  was.  iu  1865,  duly  elected  to  the 
Legislature  of  his  native  State.  That  year,  how- 
ever, he  was  seized  with  an  affection  of  the  eyes 
and  for  eight  years  suffered  thus ;  for  three  years 
of  that  time  was  nearly  blind. 

In  the  meantime,  on  the  7th  of  November,  ISSlt, 

[   occurred  the  marriage  of  Patrick  H.  C.  Bruce  and 

i    Miss    Malinda    Crawford.       This    lady    was    the 

j    daughter  of  the   well  known  Jonathan  Crawford. 

I    who  spent  his  last  d.ays  inKentuck3'.     She,  like  her 

husband,  was  born  in   Lewis  Count}',  Ky.,  July  1, 

1822,  and  was  one  of  a  family  of   eight  children, 

six   of  whom  are  living — Martha  A.,  Thomas  H.. 

]    Robert  A.,   Laura  and  Isabel.     Martha  became  the 

I    wife  of  Samuel    Kibbey;  they  live  iu  Clay   Center 

!   and  have  four  children — Bruce,  Annie,  Henry  and 

Ilattie.     Robert   A.   married   Miss    Annie   Burdett 

and  t bey    live    in   Ch\y   Township;  they    have   two 

i   children — Olive     and      Bertha.        Laura     married 
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Charles  Baldwin  of  Belleville,  this  State;  they 
liave  no  children.  Isabel  is  the  wife  of  Newton  W. 
Jewett  of  Clay  Center,  and  they  have  two  children 
— Newton  C.  and  Mary  M. 

Mr.  Bruce  came  to  Kansas  in  Marcli,  1877,  and 
settled  on  the  west  side  of  Clay  Center.  In  the 
spring  of  1879,  he  moved  to  his  present  place  where 
he  has  a  neat  and  corafortal)le  liome,  which  is 
the  resort  of  the  many  friends  he  and  iiis  estimable 
wife  have  made  since  their  sojourn  in  Clay  County. 
Mr.  Bruce  is  the  encourager  of  all  enterprises  tend- 
ing to  the  elevation  of  societ)'  and  is  a  man  who 
stands  second  to  none  in  liis  community. 


PRANCIS  G.  PRIBOTH.  The  results  of 
energy  and  industry  are  nowhere  more 
apparent  than  in  the  surroundings  of  Mr. 
Priboth,  who  makes  his  headquarters  at  a  well-de- 
velo|)ed  homestead  comprising  139  acres  of  land  in 
the  Moehlman  Bottoms  on  section  31,  Manhattan 
Township.  He  is  a  man  well  informed  and  intelli- 
gent, popular  among  his  neighbors  and  one  who 
deals  courteously  with  all  with  whom  he  comes  in 
contact. 

A  native  of  Magdeburg,  Germany,  thesuljjeot  of 
this  sketch  was  born  Jan.  2.  1825,  and  is  the  son  of 
Christian  and  Mary  (Larchner)  Priboth  who  were 
of  pure  German  ancestry  and  spent  tlieir  entire 
lives  in  their  native  land.  Their  famil3'  consisted 
of  five  children.  Francis  G.  acquired  a  good  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools  of  his  native 
province,  remaining  a  resident  there  until  a  youth 
(jf  twenty-nine  years.  Becoming  then  greatly  in- 
terested in  the  reports  which  reached  iiim  from 
America,  which  was  then  holding  out  great  induce- 
ments to  the  j'oung  and  enterprising  emigrant,  lie 
lesolved  upon  seeking  its  shores  and  accordingly  on 
the  8th  of  October,  1854,  set  out  from  Bremen  and 
landed  in  tiie  citj'  of  Baltimore  in  November 
following.  Thence  lie  repaired  to  Chicago,  III., 
and  shortly  afterward  secured  emi)loyment  on  a 
farm  in  the  vicinity  of  Kankakee.  He  had 
learned  the  tailor's  trade  in  Germany  and  worked 
at  this  for  a  time  in  Chicago.  He  remained  ;i 
resident  of  the   Prairie    State  five  years,  then  in  the 


spring  of  1860  crossed  the  Mississippi  and  on  the 
5th  of  July  following,  located  on  his  present  place 
in  Manhattan  Township,  taking  up  113  acres  to 
which  be  has  since  adddl  twenty-six  acres.  He 
liegan  life  in  Kansas  in  true  pioneer  style,  making 
it  a  rule  to  live  within  his  income  and  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  labored  early  and  late  and  managed 
very  closely  to  make  both  ends  meet.  Tiiere  .are 
few  men  who  labor  thus  without  corresponding  re- 
turns and  Mr.  Priboth  in  due  time  found  himself 
on  the  road  to  prosperity. 

While  a  resident  of  Chicago.  Mr.  Priboth  was 
married  Aug.  9,  1859,  to  Miss  Caroline,  daughter 
of  Gottlieb  and  Elizabeth  Roediger.  The  twelve 
children  of  this  union  were  born  as  follows:  Amelia, 
Nov.  19,  1860;  Francis,  Nov,  21,  1862;  Herman. 
Feb.  6,  1864;  Alvina,  Sept.  13,  1866;  Caroline, 
Dec.  17,  1868;  Frederick,  March  5,  1870;  Dora. 
Feb.  21,  1872;  Rona,  Aug.  19,  1873;  Arthur,  July 
14,  1875;  Martha,  April  15,  1877;  Gustav,  April 
19,  1879,  and  Erniel.  Nov.  3,  1880.  Amelia  is  the 
wife  of  Charles  Rosencutter  who  is  farming  a  part 
of  the  home  place  and  they  have  three  children. 
Alvina  is  the  wife  of  Samuel  Deibler,  of  Manhattan, 
and  they  have  one  child.  Mr.  Priboth  is  pardon- 
ably proud  of  his  twelve  children  and  has  a  photo- 
graph group  of  them,  together  with  his  wife  and 
himself,  which  makes  a  very  interesting  picture  to 
look  upon.  Mrs.  Priboth  was  born  in  the  Grand 
Duchy  of  Mecklenburg,  Germany,  Aug.  24,  1841. 

Politically  Mr.  Priljoth  belongs  to  the  Demo- 
cratic parly  ,  and  in  religious  matters  is  a  Lutheran. 
He  is  frequently  sent  as  a  delegate  to  the  county 
conventions  and  is  a  member  of  the  Central  Com- 
mittee. The  family  residence  is  a  large  two  story 
frame  structure  which  with  its  surroundings  makes 
a  very  attractive  home.  He  is  now  Township 
Treasurer. 


w 


I^^ILLIAM  GrGP:NHAN,  a  Kansas  pioneer 
of  1863  and  holding  a  leading  position 
among  its  substantial  German  element,  also 
holds  a  well-regulated  homestead,  comprising  525 
acres,  eligibly  located  in  Center  Township  and 
Jackson  Township.  He  came  to  this  section  com- 
paratively without  means  and  inuchased  160  acres, 
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upon  whicli  his  residence  now  stands.  Subse- 
quently he  homesteaded  eight}-  acres  and  in  due 
time  purchased  280  acres  more,  so  that  he  now  lias 
one  of  the  finest  estates  in  Rilej-  Countj-.  While 
carrying  on  general  farming  profitably,  he  also 
gives  considerable  attention  to  stock-raising.  His 
thrift  and  industry  have  conspired  to  surround 
him  with  all  the  comforts  of  life,  while  he  has  a 
sufficiency  of  this  world's  goods  to  insure  him 
against  want  in  his  old  age. 

Mr.  Gugenhan  was  born  nearly  fifty-two  years 
ago,  on  the  28th  of  March,  1838,  in  the  Kingdom 
of  Wurtemburg,  Germany,  to  AVilliam  and  Mar- 
garet (Kurtz)  Gugenhan  who  were  likewise  born  in 
Wurtemburg  and  there  spent  their  entire  lives. 
The  father  died  when  about  sixty  j-ears  old,  the 
mother  died  when  our  subject  was  four  years.  The 
parental  household  was  completed  by  the  birth  of 
eight  children,  only  four  of  whom  are  living, 
namely:  Bertha,  Mary,  William  and  Minnie. 
Bertha  and  Mary  continue  to  reside  in  (Germany; 
Minnie  is  a  resident  of  Leonardville. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  and  educa- 
ted in  his  native  Province,  being  placed  in  school 
at  an  early  age  and  made  to  continue  his  studies 
until  a  lad  of  fourteen.  After  his  emigration  to 
America  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Emma  Kaesbohrer,the  wedding  taking  place  Sept.2  V, 
1863,  at  the  bride's  home  in  Pottawatomie  County. 
Mrs.  Gugenhan  is  likewise  a  native  of  Wurtemburg 
and  born  Aug.  30,  1841.  Her  union  with  our 
subject  resulted  in  the  birth  of  four  children,  viz: 
Emma,  William,  Clara  and  Richard.  p]mma  and 
Richard  died  in  infancy. 


OTEL  BONHAM.  This  house  is  located  in 
\j  (.'lay  Center,  and  was  opened  to  the  pub- 
Sept.  1,  1887.  It  is  without  question 
the  best-arranged  and  best-furnished  hotel 
in  the  State  of  Kansas,  and  is  acknowledged  bv 
those  who  have  partaken  of  its  hospitality  to  be, 
regardless  of  price,  the  best  establishment  of  its 
kind  in  the  West.  It  is  a  four-story  building  above 
the  basement  and  is  located  near  the  business  center 


of  the  city,  the  main  front  and  entrance  being  on 
Fifth  street,  "the  main  street  of  the  city"  and  the 
side  entrance  on  Dexter  street.  The  fronts  are 
built  of  pressed  brick,  beautifully  trimmed  with 
stone  and  an  iron  cornice.  Within  are  all  the 
accommodations  for  both  ladies  and  gentlemen  us- 
ually found  in  a  first-class  house,  especially  intended 
for  the  convenience  and  comfort  of  the  traveling 
public.  It  contains  100  large,  elegantly  furnished 
rooms  with  hot  and  cold  water,  bath  rooms  and 
electric  calls,  with  ample  protection  .against  fire 
and  heated  throughout  with  steam. 

The  first,  second  and  third  floors  of  the  Hotel 
Bonham,  with  the  exception  of  the  parlors  and 
bridal  chambers,  are  furnished  with  antique  oak ; 
the  fourth  floor  is  finished  with  ash  and  every 
room  and  hall  is  carpeted  with  either  velvet  or  Brus- 
sels. The  office,  reading-room,  dining-room,  p.ar- 
lors  and  halls  attract  the  attention  of  strangers  on 
account  of  their  size  and  splendid  furnishings.  It 
is  scarcely  necessary  to  say  that  this  elegant  host- 
lery  is  conducted  in  all  its  departments  in  the  most 
systematic  manner  and  its  guests  are  accorded  that 
courteous  attention  which  cannot  fail  to  please. 

Built  at  the  same  time  as  the  Hotel  Bonham  and 
forming  a  part  of  the  same  structure,  is  the  Bonham 
Opera  House,  merely  separated  from  the  hotel  by  a 
heavy  brick  wall.  This  is  60x105  feet  in  dimen- 
sions," with  a  stage  32x60  feet,  and  is  three  full  stories 
above  the  basement.  The  main  auditorium  is  on 
the  first  floor  with  balcony  and  gallery  above.  The 
seating  capacity  is  1.100  and  includes  the  best  opera 
chairs  and  the  most  beautiful  scenery.  It  carries 
every  protection  against  fire  and  has  many  ways  of 
exit. 

E.  J.  Bonham,  the  projector  of  tiie  above  enter- 
prises, came  to  Cla}-  Center  in  September,  1874,  and 
was  in  the  mercantile  business  until  the  fall  of  1  883. 
He  was  then  elected  Register  of  Deed.s  and  re- 
elected in  1885,  holding  the  office  for  four  years. 
He  was  active  in  securing  for  Cl.iy  Center  a  first- 
class  hotel  and  the  opera  house,  which  were  named 
in  his  honor. 

Mr.  Bonham  was  born  in  Lancaster,  Grant  Co.. 
Wis.,  in  1852,  and  lived  there  until  coming  to 
Kansas,  twenty  years  later.  Wiiile  serving  as  Reg- 
ister of  Deeds  he  became  interested  in   abstracting. 
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which  intei-est  he  still  maiiitaius.  He  purchased 
the  Dispatch  in  March,  1887,  of  which  he  was  sole 
editor  and  proprietor  two  years  and  still  has  an  in- 
terest in  that  paper. 


I^EV  WILLIAM  B.  SMALLWOOD,  an  ex- 
jj^  tensive  farmer,  owning  and  occupying  one 
iii '\\  of  the  most  desirable  farms  in  Washington 
^P  To^vnship,  Washington  County,  besides  a 
large  farm  in  Decatur  County,  this  State,  is  one  of 
the  leading  divines  of  the  Baptist  denomination  in 
this  part  of  the  West,  where  he  has  been  instru- 
mental in  advancing  the  interests  of  this  church, 
and  in  organizing  religious  societies,  and  is  now  pre- 
siding ver}'  acceptably  over  the  Hubbell  Church  at 
Thayer,  Neb. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Washington,  D.  C,  Oct. 
1.5,  1825,  and  is  the  son  of  David  Smallwood,  who 
was  a  native  of  Loudoun  County,  Va..  where  he  was 
reared  on  a.  farm.  In  1824  he  took  up  his  abode  in 
Washington,  D.  C,  where  he  rented  a  tract  of  land, 
which  he  farmed  till  1845.  In  that  year  he  moved 
to  Ohio,  and  casting  in  his  lot  with  the  pioneers  of 
Marion  County,  he  bought  a  tract  of  120  acres  of 
timber  land,  paying  therefor  $3  an  acre.  ']"he 
village  of  Bloomington  was  afterward  laid  out  near 
by  and  a  quarter  of  his  land  was  included  in  the 
town  site.  He  first  erected  a  story  and  a  half  log 
house  on  the  place  for  a  dwelling  and  then  pro- 
ceededto  clear  his  land.  The  countr}'  about  there  was 
sparsely  settled,  and  there  were  no  railroads  nearer 
than  Kenton,  Hardin  County,  which  was  also  the 
nearest  market  and  depot  for  supplies.  He  put 
eighty  acres  of  his  farm  under  excellent  cultivation 
and  fenced  it,  and  had  built  up  a  comfortable  home 
when  death  closed  his  busy  career,  he  being  killed 
by  being  thrown  from  a  horse,  in  1860.  The 
maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  subject  was  Sarah 
Montgomery.  She  was  born  in  Loudoun  County, 
Va.,  and  is  a  daughter  of  James  Montgomery,  who 
was  born  in  Ireland,  of  Scotch  parentage.  He  was  a 
farmer  and  sjjent  his  last  years  in  Loudoun  County, 
engaged  at  his  occupation.  The  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject di<l  not  long  survive  the  father,  dying  in  JNIarion 


County,  Ohio,  one  year  after  his  demise.  They 
were  the  parents  of  eight  sons  and  one  daughter,  all 
of  whom  grew  to  maturity. 

The  Rev.  William  Smallwood  was  the  fourth 
child  and  third  son  of  his  parents.  He  was  reared 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  being  naturally 
of  a  thoughtful,  studious  turn  of  mind,  he  was  am- 
bitious to  obtain  an  education,  and  by  hard  work 
attained  his  object.  After  his  removal  to  Ohio,  lie 
utilized  his  education  by  entering  the  teacher's  pro- 
fession, and  was  successfully  engaged  in  teaching 
in  the  public  schools  for  many  years.  In 
1867  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  mercantile 
business  in  Bloomington,  Ohio,  and  while  conduct- 
ing that,  taught  a  select  school,  besides  acting  as 
station  agent.  In  1872  he  sold  his  interests  in  that 
city,  and  coming  to  Kansas,  located  in  Washington 
Township,  he  and  his  brother  Isaac  buying  400 
acres  of  land  in  what  is  now  Charlestown  Township, 
240  acres  of  it  being  school  land,  for  which  they 
paid  13  an  acre,  and  the  remainder  was 
bought  as  a  homestead  claim.  Since  coming  to 
Kansas,  Mr.  Smallwood  taught  eight  terms  of 
school,  some  of  them  being  six  months  in  length. 
In  1887  he  sold  the  last  of  his  interest  in  the- farm 
in  Charlestown  Township,  which  he  and  his  brother 
had  placed  under  excellent  cultivation,  and  he 
then  bought  the  farm  where  he  now  resides  on  sec- 
tion 34,  Washington  Township.  This  is  well  im- 
proved, admirably  tilled,  and  is  the  seat  of  a  pleas- 
ant home.  Mr.  Smallwood  also  owns  a  good  farm 
of  320  acres  three  miles  southeast  of  Oberlin.  in 
Decatur  County,  Kan. 

Our  subject  was  converted  at  the  age  of  fifteen 
and  united  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
He  became  an  exhorter  at  that  youthful  age,  and 
when  but  nineteen  became  a  licensed  preacher. 
After  marriage  his  religious  views  underwent  a 
change  in  some  respects,  and  he  joined  the  Baptist 
Church,  and  entered  the  ministry  of  that  denomi- 
nation, and  was  regularly  ordained  after  his  re- 
moval to  Washington  County.  His  first  pastorate 
was  with  the  Blue  Valley  and  Republican  As- 
sociation. He  subsequently  ^organized  the  Eureka 
Baptist  Society,  which  was  consolidated  with  the 
Washington    Society.      He  is    very    zealous   in   the 
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Ids  endeavors  to  elevnte  the  social  and  moi-al 
status  of  the  communities  with  which  he  lias  been 
connected. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Small  wood  and  Miss  Mary  Carren 
were  united  in  the  holy  bonds  of  matrimony,  Oct. 
30,  1845,  and  she  has  been  to  him  a  true  helper, 
deeply  sympathizing  with  him  in  his  work.  She 
born  in  Delaware  County,  Ohio,  a  daughter  of 
Robert  and  Susan  (Willey)  Carren.  Of  her  happy 
wedded  life  with  our  subject  three  children  have 
been  born:  Hannah  R.,  who  married  W.  W  Lea- 
thern of  Charlestown  Township,  and  has  two  child, 
ren — Dennis  E.  and  Dallas  ;  Mary  E.,  wife  of  An- 
drew Beach,  who  died,  leaving  one  child,  Mary, 
who  is  also  dead  ;  Alice  S.,  who  is  the  wife  of 
Philip  Arnold  of  Charlestown,  and  is  the  mother 
of  three  children — William  D.,  Adella  and  Isaac. 

Our  subject  is  the  true  type  of  the  self-made, 
self-educatetl  men  of  our  country,  possessing  much 
natural  ability.  lie  has  taken  advantage  of  every 
opportunity  to  make  his  way  upward,  and  no  one 
in  this  community  has  a  higher  standing  as  a  man 
and  as  a  citizen  than  he.  A  man  of  earnest  piety, 
and  of  personal  force,  his  manner  and  words  are 
convincing  to  the  hearts  of  his  hearers  and  he  is 
therefore  very  successful  in  his  pulpit  ministrations 
and  as  a  pastor  generally,  as  in  his  relation  with  his 
people  and  with  all  who  come  under  his  influence, 
he  is  sympathetic  and  tender,  and  is  ever  ready  to 
respond  to  any  call  for  his  services,  and  in  him  the 
suffering  and  the  sorrowing  find  a  true  friend-, 
his  life  is  an  example  of  his  teachings. 


fs=^RANCIS  WILLOl'GHBY.    The  main  points 

PS>  in  the  history  of  the  subject  of  this  notice, 
who  has  recentlj'  become  a  resident  of  Clay 
Center,  Clay  County,  are  as  follows:  He  was 
born  April  6,  1842,  in  Hagerstown,  Ohio,  and  is  the 
son  of  Henry  and  Susan  (Ferrier)  Willoughby. 
whose  family  consisted  of  eight  children,  Francis 
being  next  to  the  youngest.  The  eldest,  a  daugh- 
ter, Elizabeth,  is  the  wife  of  William  Sickles,  a 
farmer  of  Steuben  County,  Ind.;  William,  a  resi- 
dent of  Hardin  County,  Iowa,  is  married  find  the 
father  of   nine   ciiihlit'ii;    Andrew     married     Klien 


Carlin  and  lives  in  Steuben  County,  Ind.;  James 
during  tlie  Civil  War  enlisted  ^in  Company  C, 
100th  Indiana  Infantry,  and  was  fatally  wounded 
at  the  battle  of  Murfreesboro.  Tenn. ;  he  left  a 
widow — Mrs.  May  (Arnold)  Willoughby — and  one 
child.  Henry,  unmarried  was  a  member  of  Com- 
pany C.  34th  Illinois  Infantry,  and  was  killed  at  the 
battle  of  Murfreesboro;  Jane  married  Charles  Lewis 
and  thej'  live  on  a  farm  in  Grand  Rapids  County. 
JMich.;  Cassie  was  first  married  to  Jeremiah  Dilling- 
ham, who  belonged  to  the  29th  Indiana  Infantry, 
and  died  from  the  effects  of  exposure  while  in  the 
service.  She  was  then  married  a  second  time,  and 
is  now  a  second  time  a  widow. 

Mr.  Willoughby  was  ten  months  old.  when  his 
parents  removed  from  his  native  place  and  settled 
in  Williams  County,  Ohio.  A  few  years  afterward 
they  again  changed  their  location,  going  to  Steuben 
County,  Ind,,  where  thej'  sojourned  several  years 
and  until  their  son  Francis  had  developed  into  man- 
hood, the  father  died  there. 

In  July,  1861,  under  the  first  call  for  two  year's 
men,  Mr.  Willoughby  enlisted  in  Company  A,  2ytli 
Indiana  Infantry,  and  participated  in  a  number  of 
important  battles,  being  at  Shiloh,  Pittsburg  Land- 
ing, the  siege  of  Corinth  and  the  battle  of  Stone 
River.  He  served  until  the  expiration  of  his  term 
of  enlistment,  then  receiving  an  honorable  discharge 
returned  to  Indiana.  During  the  winter  of  1863, 
while  the  129th  Indiana  Regiment  was  being  or- 
ganized, he  re-enlisted  in  Company  A,  and 
remained  with  his  regiment  until  it  was  mustered 
out  of  service  in  September,  1865.  While  a 
member  of  this  regiment  he  participated  in  the 
Atlanta  campaign,  beginning  at  Buzzard's  Roost 
and  Rock  Face  Ridge,  Ga..  and  ending  with  the 
fall  of  Atlanta.  He  fought  during  the  second  day 
of  the  battle  at  Resaca  and  was  at  Kenesaw  and 
Lost  mountains  and  in  the  trenches  at  the  Chatta- 
hoochie  River.  He  was  in  and  around  Atlanta 
until  its  evacuation  by  Gen.  Hood.  Subsequently 
he  started  with  Sherman  to  the  sea,  his  regiment 
being  assigned  to  the  command  of  Gen.  Thomas,  and 
did  some  hard  fighting  at  Franklin,  November  30. 
In  the  two  day's  battle  there,  Thomas  drove  Hood 
from  liefore  Nashville. December  1 5  and  16.  The  reg- 
inieiit  was  then  transferred  via  Washington,  D.  C. 
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to  North  Carolina  and  participated  in  tlie  battle  of 
Bentonville  where  the  Federal  forces  defeated  the 
rebels  under  Gen.  Bragg.  Upon  the  close  of  the 
war  Mr.  Willoughby  received  his  honorable  dis- 
charge and  returned  to  Steuben  County,  Ind. 

The  marriage  of  Francis  Willoughby  and  Miss 
Theresa  Wisner  was  celebrated  at  the  bride's  home 
Nov.  3.  1866.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Willoughby 
was  Samuel  Wisner  who,  with  his  wife  Elizabeth,  is 
now  dead.  This  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of 
four  children,  viz;  Archie,  Jennie  and  Callie,  who 
are  at  home  with  their  parents  and  one  who  died  in 
infancy  unnamed.  In  the  spring  of  1871  Mr. 
Willoughby  set  out  for  Kansas  with  his  family, 
arriving  in  Riley  Countj',  April  18,  and  settling  on 
a  tract  of  land  two  and  one-half  miles  north  of 
Riley  Center.  This  comprised  160  acres  upon 
which  he  lived  eight  years.  He  then  removed  to 
Wild  Cat  Township,  ot  which  he  was  a  resi- 
dent three  years.  About  1881  Mr.  Willoughby 
went  to  what  was  then  W^ashington  Territory,  an(i 
settled  west  of  tlie  Cascade  Range  where  he  op- 
erated a  sawmill  until  he  sold  out.  He  returned  to 
Kansas  in  April.  1886,  and  subsequently  operated 
on  rented  land.  In  the  early  part  of  1889  he  pur- 
chased a  livery  stable  in  Clay  Center,  which  he  is 
now  conducting.  Politically.  Mr.  Willoughby  was 
formerly  a  Republican,  but  is  now  in  sympathy 
with  the  Union  Labor  party.  He  belongs  to  the 
I.  ().  O.  F.  and  the  G.  A.  R.  at  Washington.  Al- 
though not  enjoying  the  advantages  of  a  collegiate 
education,  Mr.  Willoughby  is  well  informed,  keep- 
ing himself  posted  upon  the  leading  events  of  the 
day.  He  is  a  man  respected  by  his  neighbors,  and 
one  who  has  made  his  own  waj'  in  the  world  with- 
out assistance. 


YRUS  G.  HOWARD.     This   gentleman  was 
a  resident  of  Kansas   during  the  troublous    i 
days    of  the   'oO's,    when    Anti  and    Pro-   | 
slavery  men  contested  hotly  with  voice,  and  often    j 
with  physical  force,  for  the  control  of  the  territory    i 
witliin   its  bounds.     As  an  Anti-slavery  man  and  a 
friend  of  John   Brown,  Mr.  Howard's    knowledge 
and  experience  are  much  wider  than  could  be  given 
within  the  limits  of  our  sketch,  even  were  he  one  of 


iMose  who  dilate  upon  their  own  exploits.  Though 
not  so  fluent  in  narrating  his  personal  share  in  those 
stirring  events  as  many  would  be,  enough  is 
known  to  show  that  he  bore  a  prominent  part  in 
making  of  Kansas  a  free  State,  and  that  the  blood 
of  patriotic  ancestors  which  flows  through  his  veins, 
has  in  no  wise  deteriorated  since  "  We  the  people 
of  the  United  States"  set  up  our  own  Government. 
Mr.  Howard  is  a  son  of  Joel  and  Lucy  (Marsh) 
Howard,  natives  of  Vermont,  and  his  ancestry 
were  among  the  early  English  settlers  of  Massachu- 
setts,  where  his  grandfathers — Solomon  Howard 
and  John  Marsh — were  born.  His  paternal  grand- 
father entered  the  Revolutionary  army  at  the  age 
of  fifteen,  serving  as  a  drummer  boy.  He  lived  to 
to  be  eightj'-five  years  of  age,  dying  in  1840. 

Joel  Howard,  the    father  of  our  subject,  partici- 
]jated  in  the  War  of  18 12, being  engaged  intheservice 
on  the  border  and  in  Canada.     He  made  one  of  the 
land   force  that   partici[)ated  in  the  battle  of  Lake 
Champlain,  when  Commodore  McDonough  won  his 
victory  over  the  British.     He  died  in  Wallingford, 
\t.,  in  1873,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years,  and 
his  second  wife,  who  was  born  in  1811,  is  still  sur- 
viving in  that  city.     As  the  widow  of  a  soldier  of 
the  War  of   1812,  she  now  draws  a  pension  from 
the  United  States  Government.       Mr.  Howard  was 
a  stone  and  brick  mason,  and  assisted  in    building 
the  stone  work  of  the   bridges  on   the  line  of  the 
railroad  running  from   Boston   to  Quincy,  Mass., 
tliat  being    the    first    railroad    constructed    in    the 
United  States. 
Mrs.  Lucy  Howard,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  died 
I    at  the  age  of  twenty-seven  years,  having  borne  three 
children.     Lucy  married  Jacob  Hale,  who  died   ir, 
j    1870.      The  widow  departed   this   life   in    1888,  in 
I    Manhattan,  Kan.,   being  then  sixty-nine  3'ears  of 
I    age.     Joel  died  at  the  age  of   fift3--three  years,  at 
Athol,  Mass.,  where   he  had  been   engaged  at    his 
I    trade  of  a  tanner;  he  was  twice  married  but  left  no 
I   children.     Cyrus  H.  completes  the  trio. 

The  union  of  Joel  Howard  with  Dulcinea  Rhodes, 
his  second  wife,  resulted  in  the  birth  of  four  chil- 
dren, Lafayette,  Jonathan,  Hollis  and  Charles. 
Lafayette  resides  with  his  wife  and  family  in  Bos- 
ton, Mass.,  and  is  engaged  in  the  livery  business. 
Jonathan  's  a  special  policeman  in  the  same  city,  is 
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married,  but  has  no  children.  HoUis,  who  enjoys 
the  distinction  of  being  over  six  feet  tall,  and 
weighing  nearl3'  400  pounds,  is  engaged  in  the  dry 
goods  commission  business  in  the  Hub. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Andovcr, 
Vt.,  May  5,  1823,  and  after  tlie  death  of  his  mother, 
which  toolc  place  in  Londonderry,  when  he  was  but 
four  years  old,  he  with  his  brother  and  sister 
were  put  out  for  their  youthful  rearing.  Young 
Cyrus  went  to  school  about  two  months  in  the 
winter,  and  worked  on  a  farm  the  remainder  of 
each  year,  from  the  time  when  his  age  would  allow 
until  he  was  twenty-one.  He  then  spent  two  years 
at  tanning,  after  which  he  went  to  Boston  and 
clerked  three  years  in  a  drj'  goods  jobbing  house. 
The  succeeding  five  years  were  spent  by  him  as  a 
clerk  in  a  wholesale  dry  goods  establishment. 

In  1855,  Mr.  Howard  came  to  Kansas  under  the 
auspices  of  the  New  England  Aid  Society,  being  a 
member  of  Dr.  Robinson's  second  company.  He 
took  up  160  acres  of  land  two  miles  southeast  of 
Topeka,  it  being  now  the  site  of  Highland  Park, 
and  there  remained  sixteen  years.  In  1872  he 
moved  to  Manhattan,  on  account  of  the  college 
here,  that  he  might  better  educate  his  children.  He 
purchased  ten  acres  of  land  south  of  the  Agricul- 
tural College  grounds,  where  he  still  resides,  cul- 
tivating his  acres  as  an  orchard  farm.  He  has 
over  400  fruit  trees,  principally  apple,  cherry  and 
pear,  and  has  also  a  large  number  of  bearing  grape- 
vines. 

The  Free-State  men  used  to  meet  at  the  home  of 
Mr.  Howai-d  for  conference,  and  frequent  caucuses 
were  held  there.  The  place,  overlooking  Topeka, 
afforded  an  excellent  post  of  observation  in  the 
days  when  border  ruffians  were  abroad  in  the  land, 
and  Anti-slavery  sentiments  were  promulgated  at 
great  risk  to  the  personal  safety  of  their  holders. 
During  the  session  of  the  first  Free-State  Legisla- 
ture, John  Brown  made  his  headquarters  at  Mr. 
Howard's  home,  aiid  he  and  his  followers  held  fre- 
quent consultations  under  his  roof.  In  the  fall  of 
1855.  when  the  border  ruffians  made  a  raid  en  the 
city  of  Lawrence,  Mr.  Howard  went  to  the  assist- 
ance of  the  Anti-slavery  residents  there.  During 
the  late  Civil  War,  when  the  Kansas  militia  was  or- 
ganized, he  became  a  member  of  the    second   regi- 


ment, and  participated  in  the  batttle  of  the  Big 
Blue,  or  Westport,  Mo.,  where  he  was  taken  pri- 
soner by  Price's  men,  and  carried  to  the  south- 
western part  of  Missouri,  where  he  was  paroled. 

In  Springfleld,Yt..  March  10,  1847.  Mr.  Howard 
celebrated  his  marri.Tge  with  Miss  Nancy,  daughter 
of  Silas  Kneeland,  a  noble-hearted  lady,  who  has 
been  his  encouraging  and  helpful  companion  during 
his  more  exciting  life,  and  his  chief  joy  in  quiet 
hours.  The  following  children  were  born  to 
them:  Darius,  Walter  C,  Jasper  M.,  Arthur  and 
Giles  P.  Darius  was  born  in  Boston,  Mass.,  and 
died  when  two  and  a  half  j'ears  old.  Walter  C. 
married  Miss  Catherine  Moore,  and  is  now  located 
at  Harvard,  III.,  being  a  minister  of  the  Methodist 
Church  and  a  member  of  the  Rock  River  Confer- 
ence. Jasper  is  principal  of  the  College  Hill  Pub- 
lic School,  in  Topeka.  He  married  Miss  Vernelin 
Yarrington  and  they  have  three  children.  Giles  P. 
is  a  physician,  and  resides  in  Herington,  Kan.;  lie 
married  Miss  Laura  Gregg  who  has  borne  him  one 
child. 

Mr.  Ilowaid  served  as  a  school  Director  while 
a  resident  of  Shawnee  County.  In  his  earlier 
life  he  was  an  Anti -slavery  AYhig,  and  cast  his  vote 
for  James  G.  Birney,  for  President  in  1844.  After 
the  organization  of  the  Republican  party  he  entered 
its  ranks,  but  is  now  a  Prohiliitionist.  He  and  his 
wife  are  honored  members  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church. 


OLOF  FRANK,  Treasurer  of  Hayes  Town- 
j  ship.  Clay  County,  is  now  serving  his  third 
term  in  that  office.  He  has  also  served  as 
School  Treasurer  of  district  No.  38.  for  eleven 
years,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  are  active  mem- 
bers of  society,  and  widely  respected  for  their 
many  virtues  and  sterling  qualities. 

Mr.  Frank  is  the  second  eldest  son  in  a  family 
horn  to  Olof  and  Christina  Frank,  of  Sweden, 
where  his  mother  is  still  living,  his  father  having 
been  gathered  to  his  fathers  some  years  since.  He 
served  in  the  Swedish  Army  for  thirty  years  as  an 
officer.  The  natal  day  of  our  subject  was  Jan.  15, 
1848,    and    he  arew    to    manhood    on    a    farm    in 
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Sweden,  receiving  a  good  education  in  his  native 
tongue.  :ind  since  coming  to  America  has  acquired 
a  sufficient  linowledge  of  English,  to  enable  him  to 
transact   his    business    affairs    with 


good  works  of  society.  Intelligent  and  public- 
spirited,  as  well  as  enterprising  in  the  accumulation 
and  management  of  their  property,  and  possessing 
of  their  ancestral 


speaking  citizens  and  to  keep  himself  well  informed 
regarding  the  affairs  of  his  adopted  country.  Soon 
after  becomifig  of  age.  Mr.  Frank  took  passage  at 
Stockholm  for  Copenhagen,  thence  embarking  on  a 
steamer  for  America,  and  twenty  days  after  leav- 
ing the  first  named  city,  arrived  in  the  American 
metropolis. 

Tills  was  in  the  spring  of  1869,  and  going  at 
once  to  Henry  County,  III,  he  labored  as  a  farm  hand 
for  two  months,  and  tlien  came  to  this  county, 
where,  with  the  exception  of  two  years  spent  in 
Colorado,  he  has  since  resided.  He  homesteaded  a 
quarter  of  section  7,  Hayes  Township,  when  deer 
and  antelope  were  plenty  in  the  vicinity,  and  the 
land  has  been  reclaimed  from  its  primitive  condi- 
tion to  one  of  excellent  cultivation  and  improve- 
ment. As  early  pioneers  of  tlie  township,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Frank  have  borne  their  share  in  the  scenes  of 
its  development,  and  since  tlieir  marriage  she  has 
ever  assisted  him  with  her  counsel  and  in  her  own 
department  of  the  labors  of  life. 

The  wife  of  Mr.  Frank  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Carrie  Danielson,  and  was  born  in  Knox  County, 
III.,  Dec.  10.  1856.  She  had  scarcely  more  than 
entered  her  teens  when  her  parents  removed  to 
this  State,  and  her  education  was  completed  princi- 
pally at  Clay  Center,  after  which,  for  a  time,  she 
engaged  iu  school  teaching.  She  is  a  daughter  of 
Daniel  and  Martha  Danielson.  who  emigrated  to 
America  from  Sweden  in  1845,  making  their  first 
settlement  in  Illinois,  whence  in  1870  they  re- 
moved to  this  count^'.  Here  the}-  resided  until 
1881,  when  they  changed  their  residence  to  Repub- 
lic County,  where  the}'  are  now  living.  Both  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  are 
well-known  as  pioneers  in  this  section  of  Kansas 
and  as  worthy  members  of  society.  The  marriage 
rites  were  celebrated  between  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank, 
April  19,  1874,  and  two  children  have  been  bom 
of  their  union.  Frederick  E.  was  born  Dec.  .30, 
1874,  and  Centennial,  May  19,  1876. 

Mr.  and  :Mrs.  Frank  belong  to  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  and  bear  a  prominent  part  in  llie 


the    English-    I    the  cordial  spirit  and  hospitality 


race, 

they 


they  are   jnstly 

[lear. 


deserving   the    reputation 


AWRENCE  SEWELL,  who  is  now  serving 
his  third  term  as  Trustee  in  Hayes  Town- 
ship, Clay  County,  is  a  native  of  Clinton 
County,  Ohio,  and  was  born  Dec.  24,  1846.  He  is 
a  son  of  Aaron  and  Tamson  (Lawrence)  Sewell,  his 
mother  being  now  deceased  and  his  father  liv- 
ing in  Huntington  County,  Ind.  Aaron  Sewell 
was  a  native  of  Ohio,  to  which  State  his  parents 
removed  from  Virginia,  and  the  family  is  supposed 
to  be  of  English  descent.  When  our  subject  was 
an  infant  two  years  old,  his  parents  moved  to  the 
Hoosier  State,  being  among  the  early  settlers  in 
Huntington  Count}',  and  Indians  have  frequentlj' 
remained  over  night  under  their  roof.  The  father 
purchased  one-half  of  section  9  of  Indian  land,  of 
the  White  Loon  Reservation,  where  our  subject 
was  reared  to  manhood  amid  the  scenes  of  pioneer 
life.  The  parental  family  comprised  eleven  chil- 
dren, six  being  now  alive.  Amanda  is  the 
widow  of  John  Wallace,  of  Marshall  Count}-,  Ind.; 
Samantha  is  the  wife  of  William  Kyle,  of  the  same 
county;  the  home  of  Priscilla  is  in  Huntington 
County,  Ind.;  Edwin  lives  in  this  State;  Mulford 
is  a  passenger  conductor  on  the  Chicago  &  Atlantic 
Railroad,  between  Chicago  and  Marion,  Ohio. 

Lawrence,  of  whom  we  write,  lost  his  mother 
when  eight  years  old.  He  received  his  education 
in  the  public  and  High-school  of  Roanoke,  Ind., 
and  subsequently  taught  three  terms.  He  remained 
in  the  Hoosier  State  until  1880,  in  which  year  he 
moved  to  this  county  and  settled  on  section  14, 
Hayes  Township,  where  he  has  ever  since  resided. 
He  owns  144  acres  of  land  which  are  under  most 
excellent  cultivation,  and  the  buildings  upon  which 
are  adequate  and  substantial.  There  were  virtually 
no  improvements  upon  the  land  when  he  took 
possession  of  it,  an<l  it  has  been  brought  to  its 
[H'osent  state  by  his  jenergy  and  perseverance. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Sewell  took   place   in  Indl- 
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ana,  June  23,  1870,  the  lad}'  whom  he  had  chosen 
for  his  companion  being  Miss  Maggie,  daughter  of 
James  and  Delila  McCoy.  Their  union  has  been 
blessed  b}-  the  birth  of  three  children:  Otis,  who 
was  born  May  25,  1871;  Carrie  T.,  Feb.  6,  1873; 
and  Myrtle  ft.,  Sept.  4.  1883.  They  are  being 
reared  to  useful  maturity  and  receiving  all  the  edu- 
tional  advantages  possible. 

Mr.  Sewell  is  of  Republican  politics,  firmly  be- 
lieving the  principles  of  that  party  to  be  best 
adapted  to  the  needs  of  the  country.  That  he  fills 
the  office  of  Trustee  with  credit  to  himself  and  his 
constituents,  is  proven  by  his  continuance  in  that 
position.  He  is  a  man  of  upright  character,  a 
reliable  and  public-spirited  citizen,  a  kind  husband, 
father  and  neighbor,  and  as  such  holds  an  honored 
jiosition  in  the  regard  of  his  fellow-citizens,  his 
wife  being,  like  himself,  highly  esteemed  b}'  them. 

i  UGENE  F.  FAULK.  The  life  history  of  the 
subject  of  this  notice  is  one  abounding  with 
incidents  of  more  than  ordinary  interest.  He 
has  long  been  a  resident  of  Grant  Township,  Wash- 
ington County,  and  is  one  of  its  best  known  and 
most  highly  respected  citizens.  At  the  outset  we 
find  that  he  was  born  in  Wayne  County,  Mich., 
June  14,  1852,  and  is  the  son  of  Lorenzo  and 
Charity  (Smith)  Faulk.  When  but  two  years  old 
Eugene  went  with  his  mother  to  Fayette  County, 
Iowa,  where  he  lived  for  sixteen  years,  receiving 
such  education  as  was  afforded  by  the  common 
schools  of  that  time  and  place.  In  the  meantime 
he  had  lived  with  his  grandfather  until  a  lad  of 
ten  and  was  then  thrown  upon  his  own  resources  and 
obliged  to  look  out  for  himself.  He  worked  on  a 
farm  and  clerked  in  his  uncle's  store  in  Iowa  and 
was  variously  employed  until  reaching  man's  estate 
and  thereafter  followed  farming  principally.  He  re- 
mained a  resident  of  Iowa  until  the  spring  of  1871, 
and  on  the  7th  of  April,  that  year,  was  married  to 
Miss  Ellen  A.,  daughter  of  Silas  and  Antoinette 
(Shoemaker)  Chapman.  Mr.  Chapman  was  a  native 
of  New  York  Slate,  while  his  wife  was  born  in 
Pennsylvania.  The  father  died  in  Iowa;  the  mother 
is  yet  living  in  tliat  State.      In  May  following,  the 


newly  wedded  pair  started  for  Kansas,  coming 
through  with  neighbors,  not  having  any  team  of 
their  own.  Mr.  Faulk  drove  a  herd  of  cattle  and 
his  wife  drove  a  team.  They  arrived  in  Washing- 
ton County  on  the  16th  of  June,  following  the 
birthday  of  Mr.  Faulk,  who  was  then  eighteen 
years  old.  They  stopped  the  first  week  with  G.  W. 
Bird,  of  Washington,  pacing  $4  per  week  for  board. 
Mr.  Faulk  had  then  onlj-  $4.50  and  had  nothing 
with  which  to  carr}'  on  a  farm,  as  he  desired.  The 
next  best  thing  he  could  do  was  to  go  to  work, 
which  be  did  on  a  farm  in  the  emploj'  of  Frank 
Pursley. 

The  second  week  after  his  arrival  in  Washington 
County  Mr.  Faulk  homesteaded  his  present  farm, 
paying  out  $2.60  of  his  capital.  With  the  balance 
he  and  his  wife  commenced  housekeeping.  After 
a  time  he  hired  some  breaking.  In  the  latter  part 
of  July,  six  months  after  filing  his  claim,  being 
about  to  lose  it  on  account  of  having  no  money,  a 
friend  loaned  him  $20  at  a  time  when  money  was 
so  scarce  that  it  took  two  years  to  earn  enough  by 
his  labor  so  that  he  could  pay  it  back.  Most  every- 
body at  that  time  paid  their  debts  in  produce. 

The  first  dwelling  occupied  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Faulk  was  a  dugout,  a  hole  in  the  ground,  which 
was  covered  over  with  dirt  and  had  no  doors  or 
windows.  In  this  they  lived  five  years.  They  spent 
the  winter  of  1855  in  Iowa.  Upon  the  spot  where 
their  old  dugout  once  was,  there  is  now  a  cotton- 
wood  tree  with  a  circumference  of  five  feet  and 
four  inches  eighteen  inches  from  he  ground  It 
was  about  two  inches  in  diameter  when  set  out 
twelve  years  ago  and  was  planted  in  the  bottom  of 
the  dugout  which  was  about  six  feet  deep. 

The  first  farming  which  Mr.  Faulk  attempted  to 
do  for  himself. was  in  1873  with  a  yoke  of  Cherokee 
steers,  which  he  had  secured  in  exchange  for  a  yoke 
of  oxen  obtained  the  year  before  in  order  to  have 
twenty  acres  broken.  Owing  to  the  irresponsibility 
of  the  man  employed,  however,  he  only  had  seven- 
teen acres  broken.'  During  the  first  three  or  four 
years  he  was  obliged  to  work  out,  and  during  the 
whole  of  the  first  winter  was  without  boots  or  shoes. 
He  and  his  young  wife,  then  a  girl  of  seventeen 
and  he  a  young  man  of  nineteen,  lived  in  their 
dugout  when  their  first  child  was  boiii.  and   upon 
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this  occasion  had  nothing 
turnips  and  bread,  and  a 


in  the  house  to'  eat  but 
ittle  venison,  which  was 
their  diet  during  tliat  whole  winter.  At  one  time 
they  iiad  sixty  pounds  of  flour,  which  Mr.  Faulk 
carried  on  his  bacli  seven  miles.  He  was  one  of  a 
company  of  seven  who  came  here  at  the  same  time 
to  make  their  home,  taking  up  homesteads,  and 
the  only  one  left  of  that  band  of  men. 

The  second  year  of  his  residence  here  Mr.  Faulk 
and  his  little  family  came  very  near  starving,  and 
at  a  time  when  there  was  over  500  pounds  of  flour 
owing  to  liira  at  the  mills.  Tlie  latter,  on  account 
of  the  extreme  dr^'  weather,  were  unable  to  run. 
^Ir.  Faulk  and  a  neighbor  liad  eaten  up  everything 
with  the  exception  of  some  string  beans.  The 
neighbor  went  to  Washington,  and  while  absent 
looking  for  something  to  eat,  those  who  were  left 
behind  existed  on  a  pint  of  the  beans.  One  day 
Mr.  Faulk  went  into  a  store,  where  he  had  been  in 
tlie  habit  of  trading  when  he  iiad  money,  and  asked 
for  some  flour  or  cornmeal  on  time.  This  was  re- 
fused him,  but  Mr.  Faulk  told  the  store-keeper  they 
must  have  something  and  proceeded  to  help  him- 
self. The  merchant  tlien  assisted  him  to  what  he 
wanted  and  he  returned  home  with  his  neiglibor. 
The  two  wives  had  then  been  one  whole  day  with- 
out eating  even  string  beans.  The  neighbor's  wife 
Mrs.  Chapman,  had  gone  to  bed  to  die,  and  it  was 
with  difficulty  that  they  persuaded  her  at  last  to 
get  up. 

During  that  summer  Mr.  Faulk  walked  four 
miles  to  work  for  Charles  Bachman,  and  went  all 
summer  without  shoes.  They  lived  on  "shorts"  a 
uoarse  flour,  and  had  a  broom,  a  i)aper  of  soda  and 
a  lariat,  among  their  worldly  possessions.  For  the 
first  few  years  all  the  cash  Mr.  Faulk  handled  was 
the  i|!4.50  he  had  when  coming  here,  the  $20  which 
he  borrowed  to  make  his  entr3',  and  fifty  cents  be- 
sides. His  work  went  for  anj'thing  he  could  get. 
Now,  surrounded  b3'  all  the  comforts  of  life,  and 
the  owner  of  a  valuable  farm,  he  is  able  to  look 
around  him  with  satisfaction  upon  that  which  he 
has  accomplished  by  a  course  of  patient  industry 
and  perseverance.  He  has  under  the  plow  115 
acres  of  prime  land,  and  the  balance  of  his  farm  of 
160  acres  is  in  pasture  and  haj'.  The  whole  is  neatly 
fenced  and   embellished  with  suitable   buildings. 


Mr.  Faulk  has  planted  quite  a  number  of  orna- 
mental trees,  including  one  acre  of  walnut  trees 
now  in  good  bearing  condition.  He  has  an  orchard 
of  about  100  apple  trees,  the  most  of  which  are 
productive,  a  goodly  number  of  peach  trees  of  a 
very  fine  variety  and  the  smaller  fruits. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Faulk  there  were  born  eiglit 
children,  seven  of  whom  are  living.  Mattie,  the 
eldest,  died  in  October,  1871,  at  the  age  of  eight 
months,  during  their  stay  in  the  old  dugout,  wjth 
not  a  neighbor  for  three  miles  and  Mrs.  Faulk  being 
entirely  alone  at  the  time  the  babe  expired;  Winnie, 
Myrtie.  Clarice,  Lorenzo,  Lovern,  Maude  and  Earl 
are  at  home  with  their  parents.  Mr.  Faulk,  politi- 
cally, was  a  sound  Republican,  and  has  been  some- 
wiiat  prominent  in  local  affairs,  serving  an  Constable 
and  Road  Supervisor.  He  has  seen  this  section  of 
country  during  the  jirocess  of  its  growth  and  de- 
delopraent,  and  watched  with  warmest  interest  its 
prosperity  while  contributing  his  quota  to  the  gen- 
eral march  of  progress.  The  scenes  through  which 
he  has  passed,  if  properly  related,  would  make  an 
interesting  volume. 


#«#- 


J|ACOB  KOZEL.  This  gentleman  is  the  owner 
of  one  of  the  finest  farms  in  Washington 
I  County,  where  he  and  his  sons  are  engaged 
'  in  stock-feeding  and  shipping,  and  general 
farming.  The  home  estate  is  located  in  Coleman 
Township,  and  comprises  320  acres,  on  section  4. 
The  dwelling  is  a  good  frame  house,  but  a  finer 
and  more  modern  residence  is  to  be  erected  during 
the  next  year.  There  are  about  a  dozen  buildings  on 
the  place,  used  for  stables,  cribs,  cattle-batns,  etc. 
One  thousand  apple  trees  have  been  set  out  and  have 
been  bearing  the  past  seven  years.  There  are  also 
about  200  bearing  peach  trees,  the  whole  making 
up  the  finest  orchard  in  this  countj'.  The  place  is 
supplied  with  a  complete  system  of  water-works. 
A  large  reservoir  is  built  at  the  house,  into  which 
the  water  is  pumped  by  a  windmill.  Pipes  convey 
it  into  the  house,  and  others  carry  it  some  thousand 
feet  away  into  the  cattle  yard.  The  reservoir 
there  is  furnished  with  an  automatic  stop  bj'  which 
the  water  is  shut  off  when  the  tanks  are  full.     In  ad- 
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dition  to  the  home  place,  Mr.  Kozel  also  owns  IfiO 
acres  on  section  28,  Mill  Creek  Township,  and 
eightj' acres  on  section  33.  All  has  been  put  under 
cultivation  bj-  him  except  about  forty  acres,  which 
was  broken  when  he  purchased  it.  About  100  head 
of  cattle  and  several  car-loads  of  hogs  are  shipped 
annually'.  The  three  sons  of  Mr.  Kozel  have  the 
management  of  the  estate  and  business,  but  all  is 
conducted  in  their  father's  name.  The  young  men 
are  bright  and  energetic,  and  work  harmoniously 
together,  taking  a  laudable  pride  in  the  work  which 
they  have  accomplished. 

Mr.  Kozel  is  a  native  of  Prague.  Austria,  and  is 
a  son  of  Joseph  and  Mary  Kozel.  His  father  fol- 
lowed silver  mining.  Our  subject  received  an  ex- 
cellent common-school  education  in  the  Bohemian 
language,  and  then  learned  the  trade  of  a  tailor. 
He  came  to  America  with  his  fathar  and  step- 
mother, his  own  mother  having  died  when  he  was 
very  small.  They  landed  in  New  Orleans,  La.,  in 
1849,  and  the  same  year  went  to  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
There  our  subject  worked  at  his  trade,  afterward 
going  to  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  where  he  was  similarly 
employed.  Subsequently  he  settled  on  a  farm 
near  Kossuth,  in  Manitowoc  County.  He  after- 
ward returned  to  St.  Louis,  where  he  was  living 
when  the  Civil  War  broke  out.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  •2d  Regiment  of  Missouri  State  Militia,  in 
which  he  served  six  months  during  the  Rebellion. 
He  afterward  served  one  year  in  the  Missouri  Re- 
serve Corps,  and  took  p.art  in  one  battle  under 
Gen.  John  C.  Fremont.  Mr.  Kosel  again  removed 
to  Milwaukee,  continuing  to  work  at  the  trade 
which  he  had  learned.  Some  time  later  he  took  his 
family  to  Fairbur3',  Neb.,  where  they  settled  on  a 
farm.  This  was  during  the  grasshopper  raid  of 
1874,  .and  they  met  the  "hoppers"  on  the  w.ay. 
Mr.  Kosel  had  sold  a  nice  home  in  the  city  of  Mil- 
waukee, and  the  change  to  a  country  that  had  been 
overridden  by  destructive  insects  was  a  great  one. 
The  next  move  of  our  subject  was  to  this  county, 
where  he  opened  a  tailor  shop  in  Washington.  He 
conducted  the  business  but  a  short  time  before  pur- 
chasing the  place  where  he  now  lives. 

Mr.  Kosel  celebrated  his  marriage  on  Jan.  l(i, 
18.55.  He  was  then  twenty -one  years  old,  having 
been  born  in  1834.     The  bride  was  Miss  Barbara 


L.ackey.' daughter  of  Martin  and  Mary  Lackey. 
Three  sons  .and  two  daughters  have  been  born  tn 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kozel.  They  have  been  carefully 
reared  by  their  estimable  mother,  and  all  have  been 
well  educated.  Slavena.  the  oldest  daughter,  mar- 
ried W.  J.  Noble,  a  barber  in  Greenleaf.  The 
ceremony  took  place  Sept.  l.o,  1877.  George,  the 
eldest  son,  has  been  educated  for  the  profession  of 
teaching.  He,  however,  is  at  home,  .and  assisted  liy 
his  brothers.  William  H.  and  Charles,  has  the  man- 
.agement  of  the  estate.  Paulina  is  a  young  lady, 
and  still  at  home. 

Mr.  Kozel  is  a  member  of  Lodge  No.  1 19.  A.  ( ). 
r.  W.,  in  which  he  carries  $2,000  insurance  on  his 
life.  He  also  belongs  to  the  C.  S.  P.  S.,  holding  his 
membei'ship  in  Hanover.  In. that  society  he  carries 
$1,000  insurance.  He  is  Democratic  in  his  politi- 
cal views,  and  his  sons  vote  with  their  father.  The 
family  are  highly  respected  by  their  fellow-citizens 
for  their  energy,  intelligence  .and  sterling  principles. 

-^ ^^ V- 


frSAAC  S.  BLOSS.  A  compendium  of  Cl.-iy 
I  County  biographies  would  be  incomplete  with- 
|i\  out  the  history  of  this  gentleman,  who  is  one 
of  the  oldest  pioneers  of  Hayes  Township,  and  the 
owner  and  occupant  of  a  pleasant  farm  located  on 
section  22.  His  years  of  Christian  life,  his  good 
citizenship,  and  his  kindliness  toward  all  with  whom 
he  comes  in  contact,  alike  insure  him  their  respect, 
and  he  and  his  noble-hearted  and  capable  wife 
hold  a  high  place  in  the  regard  of  those  who  know 
their  lives  and  characters. 

He  of  whom  we  write  is  a  son  of  Dorman  and 
Susannah  (Scott)  Bloss,  natives  of  Massachusetts, 
and  the  Bloss  family  is  traced  b.ack  in  a  direct  line 
to  the  ye.ar  of  1630,  when  one  of  that  name  emi- 
grated to  Massachusetts  from  England.  Being  such 
early  settlers  of  the  Bay  State,  it  is  safe  to  s.ay 
th.at  the  ancestors  opposed  Toryism,  and  left  Eng- 
land on  account  of  lack  of  religious  liberty,  and 
that  the  Continental  army  numbered  in  its  r.anks 
men  of  that  name.  The  ancestral  religion  w.asthat 
of  the  Congregational  Church,  so  far  .as  known. 
The  father  of  our  subject  was  twice  married,  six 
children  being  the  result  of  the  first  union,  and  four 
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vi  tlie  second.  Of  the  latter  family  three  are  now 
living.  The  oldest,  Hiram,  lives  in  Clay  Center. 
The  youngest,  Lovisa,  tlie  widow  of  Harrison 
Kelly,  lives  with  her  son.  Prof.  1).  S.  Kelly,  a 
teacher  in  the  State  Normal  .Seiiool  of  Emporia. 

Isaac  S.  Bloss  was  the  second  son  of  his  mother, 
and  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  in  Tioga  Countj', 
Pa.,  April  21,  1817.  When  a  few  months  old  his 
(larents  removed  to  Jackson  County,  Ind.,  where  he 
grew  nearly  to  3'ears  of  manhood,  acquiring  such 
education  as  could  be  there  obtained.  When  nine- 
teen years  old  he  went  to  Washington  County, 
the  same  '■tate.  where  he  continued  to  reside  until 
the  spring  of  1870.  He  then  came  with  his  family 
to  this  State,  and  deciding  upon  Clay  County  as  his 
future  place  of  residence,  filed  on  a  homestead  of 
of  160  acres,  which  he  still  occupies.  There 
were  only  seven  houses  in  Clay  Center,  when 
Mr.  Bloss  arrived  in  the  county,  and  but 
few  settlers  in  Hayes  Township,  and  dug- 
outs the  only  residences.  So  sjjarsely  was  the 
country  settled  that  deer  and  antelope  frequently 
passed  the  door,  and  the  country  about  them  was 
in  almost  a  primitive  condition.  The  land  upon 
which  Mr.  Bloss  resides  is  now  in  an  excellent 
state  of  productiveness  and  improvement,  and  is  a 
valuable  piece  of  property.  He  gives  much  cre- 
dit to  his  wife,  who  has  been  his  counselor  and 
helpmate  for  many  years,  and  who  with  him  is  now 
enjoying  the  comforts  which  should  surround  de- 
clining years,  and  are  a  legitimate  fruit  of  lives 
well  spent. 

On  March  20,  1828,  Mr.  Bloss  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Nancy  McKnight,  a  native  of  the 
Hoosier  State,  who  was  removed  from  him  by  the 
hand  of  death,  Sept.  27,  1862.  She  had  borne  him 
three  children,  the  second  child  and  oldest  daughter 
— Elizabeth,  J.,  being  now  deceased.  The  first 
born  is  Prof.  John  M.  Bloss,  Superintendent  of  the 
public  schools  at  Topeka,  Kan.;  and  the  youngest 
is  Margaret,  wife  of  Willis  W.  Tatlock,  of  Wash- 
ington Countj',  Ind. 

After  remaining  a  widower  several  years,  Mr. 
Bloss  contracted  a  second  matrimonial  alliance  on 
Sept.  5,  1866,  the  bride  being  Miss  Jane  McKnight, 
who  was  born  in  Jackson  County,  Ind.,  Oct.  16, 
1840,  and  is  a  daughter  of  William  and  Jane    Mc- 


Knight. Her  father  was  a  native  of  Mercer  County. 
Ky..  and  of  Scotch-Irish  descent,  while  her  mother 
was  of  German  ancestry,  and  was  born  in  AVash- 
ington  County.  Ind.  By  his  second  marriage  Mr. 
Bloss  became  the  father  of  six  children:  Prof. 
Schuyler  C,  principal  of  the  3rd  Ward  school  at 
Clay  Center;  Scott,  May,  Hiram,  Alva  and  Susan- 
nah. 

Mr.  Bloss  has  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  for 
two  years,  and  as  Trustee  of  Hayes  Township  sev- 
eral years,  filling  both  positions  in  a  creditable 
manner.  He  is  a  Republican  with  strong  Prohibi- 
tion sentiments,  and  an  earnest  advocate  of  good 
government  and  morality.  He  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  at  Clay  Cen- 
ter, and  he  is  now  officiating  as  an  Elder.  During 
his  residence  in  Indiana,  ho  was  a  Deacon  and 
Elder  in  the  church. 


'ERNANDO    B. 


Il — i"^'-^^''-^^''^'^'  ^.  DAWES,  Attorney  and 
IIp^  Counselor  at  Law,  at  Clay  Center,  came  to 
Ji  Clay  County  on  June  10,  1878,  and  is  one 
of  the  oldest  practicing  attorneys  of  his  adopted 
city.  He  has  built  up  one  of  the  most  extensive 
law  practices  within  its  limits  and  has  especially 
distinguished  himself  in  criminal  cases.  He  is  in  fact 
considered  the  ablest  criminal  lawyer  in  Clay  and 
several  adjoining  counties,  making  a  specialty  of 
this  branch  of  the  profession.  He  is  a  close  stu- 
dent and  gives  his  entire  attention  to  the  duties  of 
his  profession,  keeping  himself  well  informed  in 
regard  to  the  questions  which  are  constantly  aris- 
ing. He  does  not  act  as  the  agent  of  any  other 
enterprise,  not  even  making  collections  or  loans. 
He  does  nothing  but  a  strictly  law  business. 

Mr.  Dawes  is  yet  a  young  man,  having  been 
born  Nov.  14.  1855  in  Allen  County:  Ind.  His 
boyhood  days  were  spent  upon  a  farm  and  he 
attended  the  district  school.  When  of  suitable 
years  and  attainments,  he  entered  the  United 
Brethren  Academy  at  Roanoke,  Huntington  Co., 
Ind.,  and  upon  emerging  from  this  institution  com- 
menced the  study  of  law  at  Ft.  W.ayne.  He  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  1877,  at  the  age  of  twenty-two 
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years  and  t!ie  following  \ear  cast   his  lot  among 
the  people  of  Kansas. 

Mr.  Dawes  was  married  to  Miss  Olive  E.  Wilson 
in  1875.  The}'  are  now  the  parents  of  four  chil- 
dren, a  son  and  three  daughters,  viz:  Leona  O., 
lona  N.,  Raymond  B.  and  Pansy  Y.  They  occupy 
a  snug  home  in  the  northeastern  part  of  town. 
Mr.  Dawes  since  1880  has  been  quite  active  in 
political  affairs,  doing  some  excellent  campaign 
work.  He  is  a  uniform  supporter  of  the  Republi- 
can party.  His  well  equipped  office  is  lonated  on 
Lincoln  Avenue,  where  he  has  an  ample  library  and 
all  the  other  documents  required  for  the  successful 
practice  of  law.  He  has  entered  upon  a  prosperous 
career  and  promises  to  make  himself  heard  here- 
after. 


-€^"^  — ^^- 


^M  UGUST  KOLLING.  Bloom  Township  con- 
^  i    *'^'"®  numbers  of  well-to-do  farmers,  and 

III  Is  among  them  may  be  mentioned  the  subject 
1^  of  this  sketch,  who  owns  and  operates  1 60 

acres  of  well-developed  land  on  sections.  He  pur- 
chased this  in  1878,  when  it  was  but  little  removed 
from  its  primitive  state,  and  located  upon  it  in 
1881.  He  came  to  Kansas  from  Will  County,  111., 
of  which  he  had  been  a  resident  a  number  of  years. 
His  native  place  was  in  Schaumberg  Lippe,  Prussia, 
where  he  first-  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  April  2, 
1853. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  Conrad  Kolling, 
likewise  a  native  of  Prussia,  and  of  pure  German 
ancestry.  He  acquired  a  good  education,  and 
learned  the  trade  of  a  carpenter,  and  when  reach- 
ing man's  estate,  was  married  in  his  native  Pro- 
vince to  Miss  Caroline  Meier.  This  lady  was 
likewise  born  and  reared  in  Prussia,  and  after  the 
birth  of  their  five  children,  of  whom  August  was 
the  youngest  but  one,  the  parents  started  for  the 
United  States,  taking  passage  on  the  old  sailing-ves- 
sel "Victoria,"  at  the  port  of  Bremen,  and  landing 
in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  after  a  seven  week's 
voyage. 

Thence  the  Kolling  family  proceeded  to  Pennsyl- 
vania, where  they  sojourned  three  months,  and  then 
removed  to  Will  County,  111.  The  father  pur- 
chased forty  acres  of  land,   and  the  family  lived 


there  until  the  death  of  the  mother,  which  occurred 
in  1884,  when  she  was  seventy  years  old.  Mr. 
Kolling,  after  the  death  of  his  wife,  came  to  Kansas 
and  makes  his  home  with  his  son,  William,  a  farmer 
of  Mulberry  Township,  Clay  County ;  he  is  now 
seventy -nine  years  old.  Both  parents  became  con- 
nected with  the  Lutheran  Church  earl>-  in  life. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  fourteen  years  old 
when  his  parents  came  to  America,  and  he  attaii  ed 
to  his  majority  in  Will  County,  111.  He  came  to 
Kansas  a  single  man  in  1881,  and  was  married  in 
Bloom  Township,  the  31st  of  January,  1883,  to 
Miss  Mary  Ruegg.  Mrs.  Kolling  was  born  in  the 
Canton  of  Zurich,  Switzerland,  Nov.  o,  1863,  and 
is  the  daughter  of  Henry  and  Elizabeth  (Weber) 
Ruegg,  wiio  were  also  of  Swiss  birth  and  parentage. 
The  latter  emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  1867, 
after  their  marriage  and  after  the  birth  of  most  of 
I  their  family.  They  settled  in  the  vicinity  of  High- 
land, 111.,  but  in  1873,  came  to  Kansas,  and  located 
in  Goshen  Township,  Clay  County.  In  1878  they 
removed  to  Mulberry  Township,  where  the  father 
purchased  160  acres  of  land  on  section  34,  and 
where  both  parents  now  live,  being  each  about  sixty 
years  old.  They  are  most  excellent  and  worthy 
people,  and  members  of  the  Reformed  Church.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kolling  there  have  been  born  two 
children,  Henr3-  C.  and  Rose  C.  Mr.  Kolling,  po- 
litically, is  a  stanch  Republican,  and  with  his  ex- 
cellent wife  belongs  to  the  Lutheran  Church. 

By  unflagging  efforts  in  one  direction,  Mr.  Kol- 
ling has  estal^lished  a  fine  homestead,  and  built 
thereon  a  comfortable  and  cozy  residence,  a  view 
of  which  may  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  work. 

^^LEXANDEK  CAMPBELL.      The    Camp- 
^/    t    '^^'^*    °^    Scotland    have    for  generations 
m   II    been    renowned    in  song   and    -(tory,  and 
^^  though,    perhaps,    the    later    descendants 

are  men  of  more  practical  ideas  than  their  ances- 
tors, they  have,  notwithstanding,  usually  inherited 
those  substantial  elements  of  character  which  go 
to  make  up  the  honest  man  and  the  useful  citizen. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch — one  of  the  great  Scotch 
I   Campbell   family — is  numbered   among  the   most 
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successful  fanners  and  stock-raisers  of  Northern 
Kansas,  his  land  lying  on  section  23,  Mulberry 
Township,  in  the  northwest  corner  of  Clay  County. 
His  240-acre  farm  is  nearly  all  under  a  good  state 
of  cultivation,  and  embellished  with  substantial 
buildings. 

Mr.  Campbell  came  to  this  region  in  1884.  from 
the  vicinity  of  Huron,  Dak.,  where  he  had  lived 
two  years.  Prior  to  this,  he  had  been  a  resident  of 
the  Province  of  Ontario,  Canada,  near  the  town  of 
Sarna.  He  was  born  at  the  sea-port  of  Peterhead, 
Aberdeenshire,  Scotland,  Nov.  22.  1830,  and  is  the 
son  of  Angus  Campbell,  an  honest  Scotch  farmer, 
and  a  native  of  the  Highlands,  although  reared  in 
the  Lowlands.  He  married  a  Lowland  bride.  Miss 
Mary  Duncan,  who  was  born  of  Scotch  Presbyte- 
rian parents,  and  well  reared. 

In  1833,  after  the  birth  of  three  children,  An- 
gus Campbell  crossed  the  Atlantic,  and  was  fol- 
lowed by  his  family  the  succeeding  year,  all  sailing 
from  Peterhead  to  Quebec,  Canada.  In  the  Do- 
minion they  settled  on  a  wild  tract  of  land,  which 
tliey  slowly  improved  into  the  semblance  of  a  farm, 
and  which  they  occupied  some  years.  Later  they 
removed  to  Huron  County,  in  the  same  Province, 
where  the  father  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-three 
years.  The  mother  survived  her  husband  until  the 
fall  of  1888.  passing  away  at  the  ripe  age  of  eighty- 
three.  Both  were  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  eldest  son  and 
second  child  of  a  large  family,  most  of  whom  died 
joung.  He  has  a  brother  and  three  sisters  yet  liv- 
ing. He  remained  a  member  of  the  home  house- 
hold until  his  marriage,  whicii  was  celebrated  near 
Sarna.  Huron  County,  Canada,  the  bride  being 
Miss  Mary  Watt,  who  was  born  on  the  Canada  side 
of  the  Niagara  Falls,  in  1846,  and  was  of  Scotch 
descent.  Her  parents,  George  and  Grace  Watt, 
were  natives  of  Perthshire,  Scotland,  where  they 
were  reared  and  married,  and  where  the  most  of 
their  children  were  born.  Upon  coming  to  Amer- 
ica they  settled  on  a  tract  of  wild,  wooded  land  in 
Huron  County,  Canada,  and  there  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  their  lives.  The  father  had  labored  to 
good  purpose,  becoming  well-to-do,  and  the  par- 
ents spent  their  declining  years   surrounded  by  all 


the  comforts  of  life.  Each  had  attained  to  their 
four-score  years  .at  the  time  of  their  decease.  They 
had  been  active  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  in  which  Mr.  Watt  for  many  years  offi- 
ciated as  a  Deacon,  and  were  worthy  people  who 
enjoyed  the  esteem  of  all  around  them. 

Mrs.  Campbell  was  the  youngest  cliild  of  her 
parents,  and  the  only  one  born  in  America.  Sub- 
sequently her  parents  removed  from  the  vicinity  of 
the  Falls,  to  Huron  County,  Canada.  She  was  care- 
fully reared  by  her  excellent  parents,  acquired  a 
common-school  education,  and  remained  at  home 
until  her  marriage.  Her  union  with  Mr.  Campbell 
resulted  in  the  birth  of  thirteen  children,  one  of 
whom  died  in  infancy.  James  D.  is  farming  in  the 
new  State  of  Washington  ;  Grace  is  sojourning  with 
an  uncle  in  Dickinson  Countj',  Kan. ;  Angus,George, 
Mary  A.,  Jane,  Allen,  Alexander,  John  G.,  Mary, 
Belle,  David  and  Catherine  remain  at  home  with 
their  parents.  They  are  remarkably  bright  and  in- 
teresting children,  and  are  being  carefully  trained 
and  educated.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Campbell  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Clifton,  in  whicli 
Mr.  Campbell  has  held  the  ofHce  of  Deacon  for 
some  years.  He  is  an  active  worker  in  the  church 
and  Sunday-school,  the  latter  of  which  has  often  been 
held  in  his  own  house.  In  Huron,  Dak.,  he  organ- 
ized a  Church  Society.  He  is  remarkably  well  in- 
formed upon  Bible  subjects,  being  able  to  quote 
large  portions  of  the  Scriptures.  Politically,  he  is 
a  sound  Democrat. 

In  connection  with  the  biographical  review  of 
Mr.  Campbell,  is  presented  elsewhere  in  this  vol- 
ume, a  fine  engraving  of  the  home  and  suronnd- 
ings  on  his  farm.  Although  only  a  few  j^ears  have 
elapsed  tince  he  first  saw  Kansas  soil,  he  has  ac- 
complished much  for  himself  and  for  his    commu- 


nity. 


-^-^^^^^^^^^^ 


^l^RANK  G.  SCHWAB.  Among  the  many 
ji^gi  good  citizens  and  successful  agriculturists 
jl^  that  Switzerland  has  furnished  to  the  broad 
State  of  Kansas,  a  high  rank  should  be  given  to  the 
gentleman  above  named,  who  owns  and  occupies 
one  of  the  best  improved  farms  in  Bloom  Town- 
ship, Clay  County.     It  comprises  160  acres  on  sec- 
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lion  7,  and  is  devoted  to  general  farming  and 
stock-raising.  It  is  supplied  with  fine  farm  build- 
ings, is  well  stocked  and  carefullj' and  intelligently 
cultivated.  Mr.  Schwab  was  the  first  of  his  fam- 
il}"  to  come  to  the  United  States,  whither  the  others 
have  since,  followed  him. 

The  paternal  ancestr}'  of  our  subject  had  for 
several  generations  resided  in  Canton  Berne.  The 
grandfather  was  Samuel  Schwab,  who  obtained 
ownership  of  a  mill  there  in  1798,  and  conducted  it 
during  the  remainder  of  his  active  life,  or  until 
1853,  when  his  son  Jacob,  who  had  learned  his 
trade  therein,  became  the  owner  and  proprietor. 
Jacob  Schwab,  who  is  the  father  of  our  subject, 
carried  on  the  milling  business  for  some  years, 
transmitting  it  to  his  son,  Jacob  Schwab,  Jr.,  whose 
biography  occupies  another  page  in  this  work.  The 
father  then,  in  1878,  came  to  the  L'nited  States, 
and  has  since  made  his  home  with  his  son,  Frank  G., 
the  subject  of  this  sketch.  He  is  now  sevent3--five 
years  of  age,  and  is  stout  and  active  for  one  of  his 
years.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Reformed  Presbyte- 
rian Church,  as  was  his  wife.  The  lady  whom 
he  married,  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Elizabeth 
Schwab,  and  was  a  native  of  Canton  Solothurn,  her 
birth  having  taken  place  Oct.  3,  1814,  that  being 
the  year  in  which  her  husband  also  was  born.  She 
spent  her  entire  life  in  her  native  countr}',  dying 
July  12,  1859.  at  the  age  of  forty-flve  years.  She 
was  the  mother  of  nine  children,  six  sons  and  three 
daughters,  six  of  whom  are  now  living.  They  are : 
Ferdinand  (see  sketch);  Jacob,  Jr.;  our  subject; 
Eliza  and  Louisa,  all  residents  of  this  county. 
Margaret  still  lives  in  Switzerland. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write,  was  reared 
and  educated  in  Canton  Berne,  Switzerland,  where 
his  birth  had  taken  place  Jan.  20,  1845.  For  a 
time  he  worked  in  his  father's  mill,  setting  out  for 
the  United  States  when  about  twenty-two  years 
old.  He  took  passage  at  Havre,  May  29,  1867, 
on  an  old  steamship,  the  "Mississippi,"  which 
sailed  with  1,200  passengers  on  board.  Land- 
ing was  made  at  New  York  City,  after  an  un- 
eventful and  pleasant  voyage  of  fifteen  days.  This 
was  the  last  ocean  trip  ever  made  by  that  vessel, 
which  was  even  then  a  shabby  affair,  and  was  sunk 
shortly  afterward  while  engaged  in  coast  trading. 


After  landing  in  America,  Mr.  Schwab  proceeded 
at  once  to  Henry  County,  111.,  where  he  engaged 
in  farming  during  the  following  nine  years.  He 
then  paid  a  visit  to  his  native  land,  and  after  an 
absence  of  some  months  returned  to  America  and 
came  to  this  State,  where  he  has  since  lived.  He 
purchased  the  farm  which  he  now  occupies,  and 
which  he  has  reclaimed  from  the  uncultivated  and 
unimproved  condition  in  which  it  came  into  his 
hands,  to  a  beautiful  and  highly  productive  tract 
of  land.  On  it  he  has  had  erected  a  convenient  resi- 
dence, a  handsome  engraving  of  which  can  lie 
found  elsewhere  in  this  volume.  Around  the 
house  are  arranged  the  various  outbuildings  essen- 
tial to  the  successful  carrying  on  of  a  well-regulated 
estate. 

In  his  native  land  Mr.  Schwab  served  for  a  time 
in  tlie  standing  army,  as  his  father  had  done  for 
twelve  years.  He  is  independent  in  politics,  and 
belongs  to  the  German  Reformed  Presbyterian 
Church.  He  has  never  married;  otherwise  he  has 
performed  the  duties  of  life  in  a  creditable  man- 
mer,  and  one  which  gains  for  him  a  high  reputa- 
tion among  those  who  know  him. 


'S^  I)  WARD  J.  WEBER,  a  popular  young  citi- 
lU]  zen  of  Hanover,  Washington  County,  is  at 
(lL^_' present  engaged  as  a  prescription  clerk  for 
G.  H.  Aurner.  the  well-known  druggist,  who  has  a 
well  equipped  establishment  and  a  carefuUy-se 
lected  stock  of  goods.  Mr.  Weber  is  a  native  of 
Leavenworth,  this  State,  and  was  born  May  4, 
1869.  He  lived  there  until  1875,  then  came  to  alone 
Hanover  and  completed  his  education.  His  par- 
ents soon  followed  him  and  Edward  J.  occupied 
himself  as  a  painter.  He  then  became  interested  in 
the  drug  business  aud  entered  the  employ  of  Dr. 
Aurner,  with  whom  he  has  since  remained. 

On  the  3d  of  November,  1888,  Mr.  Weber  was 
married  to  Miss  Celia  Dabner,  of  Hanover.  Mrs. 
Weber  was  born  in  England  in  1865,  and  was 
brought  to  America  liy  her  parents  when  a  child  of 
four  or  five  years.  They  came  directly  to  Kansas, 
settling  first  in  Holton  and  located  later  in  Hano- 
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vcr,  wliei'e  Mr.  Dabner  occupied  himself  at  his  j 
trade  of  stone  mason,  ami  died  about  1881.  His  ; 
wife  is  still  living,  making  her  home  in  Hanover. 
The  father  of  our  subject  was  Christian  "Weber, 
wiio  was  born  in  Germany,  in  1822.  After  com- 
ing to  America  he  was  married  to  Miss  Eliza- 
bctii  Payed,  of  Naperville,  111.,  and  they  soon  re- 
moved to  Leavenworth.  In  Chicago  Mr.  Weber 
had  conducted  an  hotel,  but  upon  coming  West 
engaged  as  a  butcher.  The  parental  family  con- 
sisted of  eight  children,  five  of  whom  are  living. 
In  1876  Mr.  Weber  removed  to  Hanover,  of  which 
place  he  is  still  a  resident  and  engaged  as  before.  I 
The  wife  and  mother  departed  this  life  Jul\-  23,1 889.  I 
at  the  age  of  sixty-nine  years  and  one  month.  Mr. 
Weber,  politically,  is  a  Democrat  and  is  warmlj' 
interested  in  the  labor  question.  Socially,  he  is 
identified  with  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America. 
Faithful  attention  to  business,  and  courteous  treat- 
ment of  those  with  whom  he  has  dealings,  either  in 
a  social  or  businos  cai)acity,  has  drawn  around  him 
many  warm  friends. 

Jij  ACOB  W.  STIEGER,the  well-known  druggist 
ll  of  Hollenberg,  established  himself  in  busi- 
ly ness  at  that  point  in  1882,  and  is  numbered 
';'  among  the  successful  men  of  this  part  of 
Washington  County.  He  possesses  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  commodities  in  which  he  deals, 
and  his  course  as  a  citizen  and  a  business  man,  has 
been  such  as  to  commend  him  to  the  esteem  and 
confidence  of  all  those  with  whom  he  has  had  deal- 
ings. He  is  a  fine  representative  of  the  German 
people,  who  have  made  their  presence  felt  so 
sensibly  in  the  (ireat  West,  and  who  have  contri- 
buted in  a  marked  degree  to  its  advancement  and 
prosperity. 

A  native  of  what  was  then  the  Kingdom  of  Wur- 
tomburg,  Germany,  Mr.  Stieger  was  born  July  25, 
1856,and  is  the  son  of  Benedict  and  Theresa  Stieg-er, 
who  were  of  German  birth,  and  descended  from 
pure  German  stock.  They  spent  their  entire  lives 
upon  their  native  soil.  They  were  the  parents  of 
seven  children,  five  of  whom  came  to  the  United 
States.     Of  these  latter.  Hudebert  is  a  resident  of 


New  York  City;  Frederick  lives  in  the  city  of  Dun- 
kirk, N.  Y.;  Fredricka  is  the  wife  of  John  Knoth, 
of  LaCrossc.  Wis. ;  William  lives  in  NewjYork  City. 
Jiicob  W.  was  the  youngest  of  the  family,  and  came 
to  America  in  187.3.  He  at  once  made  his  way  to 
LaCrosse,  AYis.,  where  he  was  employed  as  a  bar- 
ber, and  where  he  rem.nined  three  years.  His  nest 
removal  was  to  this  State,  and  settling  in  Washing- 
ton County,  he  worked  in  a  barber  shop  until  1879. 
He  then  changed  his  occupation  somewhat,  and  en- 
gaged in  general  merchandising.  We  next  find 
him  in  Hollenberg,  where  he  established  his  drug- 
store, and  has  since  lived. 

Mr.  Stieger,  since  coming  to  Washington  County, 
was  married,  in  1883,  to  Miss  Theresa  Hazelett,  and 
they  have  one  child,  a  son.  Charles  W.  The  fam- 
ily occupy  a  snug  home  in  Hollenberg,  and  enjoy 
the  friendship  and  acquaintance  of  its  best  people. 
Mr.  Stieger,  politically,  affiliates  witli  the  Repub- 
lican party,  and  has  served  .as  a  member  of  the 
School  Board.  Besides  his  property  in  Hollenberg, 
he  owns  eighty  acres  of  land,  and  all  this  he  has  ac- 
cumulated since  his  residence  here.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber in  good  standing  of  Hollenberg  Lodge  No.  182, 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  in  which  he  has  passed  all  the  Chairs, 
and  likewise  belongs  to  Star  Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M. 
He  is  well-liked  both  in  social  and  business  circles, 
and  is  contributing  his  full  quota  to  the  business 
interests  of  his  town. 


Ipj*  OBERT  WORREL.  A  career  of  industry 
t'^  and  frugalitj'  has  placed  Mr.  Worrel  in 
\\  comfortable  circumstances,  and  in  the  en- 
^joyinent  of  a  good  homestead  located  on 
section  16,  Zeandale  Township,  Riley  County.  He 
is  a  gentleman  of  irreproachable  character  and  ex- 
cellent habits,  kind  and  pleasant  in  his  disposition, 
and  more  than  ordinarily  industrious  and  enter- 
prising. His  home  surroundings  indicate  in  a 
marked  degree  cultured  and  refined  tastes,  more 
than  ordinary  intelligence,  an  intim.ite  acquaint- 
ance with  good  books,  and  a  general  information 
upon  all  matters  of  interest. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Harrison 
County,  K}^,  Feb,  27,  1824,  and  is  the  second  in  a 
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family  of  ten  children,  the  offspring  of  Rii'hard  and 
Jane  (Snodgrass)  Worrel,  who  were  natives  of  the 
same  county  as  their  son,  and  further  mention  of 
whom  is  made  in  the  sketch  of  William  Worrel,  on 
another  page  in  this  volume,  Robert,  in  1840, 
when  a  youth  of  sixteen  years,  removed  with  his 
father  to  Hendricks  County,  Ind.  After  a  resi- 
dence there  of  six  years,  he  returned  to  Kentucky, 
resuming  his  old  residence  in  Harrison  County,  and 
remained  thereuntil  February,  1872.  In  the  mean- 
time he  was  married,  Feb.  7,  1850,  to  Miss  Anna 
Moore,  who  was  likewise  born  there,  and  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1872,  came  with  iiis  family  to  Kansas,  set- 
tling in  Zeandale  Township,  of  which  he  has  since 
been  a  resident.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  760  acres 
of  good  land,  upon  which  he  has  erected  substan- 
tial buildings  and  gathered  about  him  all  the  con- 
veniences of  modern  life.  His  live-stock  and  farm 
machinery  indicate  in  a  marked  degree  the  spirit  of 
progress  which  has  controlled  all  his  labors. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Worrel  there  have  lieen  born 
six  children,  viz:  Jane,  Elizabeth,  Elijah,  Thomas, 
Levi,  and  Mar3'.  The  eldest  daughter  became  the 
wife  of  G.  W.  Mattox,  and  died  in  Wichita,  in 
1872;  Elizabeth  married  William  O.  Allen,  of  Clay 
Center,  Kan.  Mr.  Worrel  cast  his  first  Presidential 
vote  for  Zacharj'  Taylor,  and  affiliates  with  the 
Democratic  party.  His  estimable  wife  is  a  con- 
scientious member  of  the  Christian  Church.  The 
family  occupies  a  high  position,  socially,  number- 
ing their  friends  and  associates  among  the  leading 
people  of  the  county. 

Ji'ONATHAN  WINDTHORST.  In  making 
I  note  of  the  prosperous  farmers  of  Washing- 
I  ton  County,  the  name  of  the  subject  of  this 
'  notice  can  by  no  means  be  properly  omitted 
from  those  who  hold  a  prominent  position  in  Farm- 
ington  Township.  His  home  lies  near  its  eastern 
line  and  comprises  a  handsome,  modern  residence, 
which,  with  its  pleasant  surroundings,  is  repre- 
sented by  a  lithographic  engraving  on  another 
page  of  this  Album,  and  displays  the  result  of 
ample  means  and  refined  tastes.  The  proprietor 
is   one   of    the    leading    men   of    his  community, 


active  in  local  politics  and  educational  affairs,  hold- 
ing the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace,  prominently 
identified  with  the  Republican  party,  and  h.as  served 
as  a  School  Director  for  manj'  years.  He  and  his 
wife,  with  their  son  Henry  and  daughter  Mary,  are 
members  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  The  habits  of 
thrift  and  industry, which  Mr.  Windthorst  acquired 
in  his  youth,  have  followed  him  all  through  life, 
resulting  in  the  building  up  of  a  valuable  home- 
stead and  a  competency  to  insure  him  against  want 
in  his  old  age. 

A  native  of  Ripley  County,  Ind.,  the  subject  of 
this  notice  was  born  Feb.  8,  1845,  and  was  the  only 
child  of  his  father,  Deitrich  Windthorst,  who  was  a 
native  of  Hanover,  Germany,  and  who,  on  emigrat- 
ing to  America  settled  in  Dearborn  Countj',  Ind., 
where  he  died  when  his  son  Jonathan  was  quite 
young.  The  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Mary  Vosz,  was  likewise  a  native  of  German3',  and 
after  the  death  of  her  first  husband  was  married,  in 
Indiana,  to  Philip  Asche,  with  whom  she  now  re- 
sides at  Hollenburg,  this  State. 

Mr.  Winthorst  lived  with  his  grandfather,  Henry 
Vosz,  in  his  native  county  until  he  was  about 
thirteen  years  old,  then,  starting  out  for  himself, 
he  worked  at  whatever  he  could  find  to  do  for  about 
live  3'ears,  and  until  after  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil 
War.  Dec.  16,  ]863,he  enlisted  in  Company  K,  9th 
Indiana  Cavalry,  and  served  until  June  22,  1865, 
when  he  was  mustered  out  at  Columbus,  Ohio. 
While  in  an  engagement  at  Sulphur  Trestle,  Ala., 
he  was  taken  prisoner  and  held  about  seven  months 
in  Selma  and  Cahaba,  that  State.  In  the  Latter 
place  he  met  with  an  accident  and  contracted  a  dis- 
ease which  resulted  in  the  loss  of  his  right  foot. 

Upon  retiring  from  the  army,  Mr.  Windthorst 
returned  to  Ripley  County,  Ind.,  and  engaged  in 
farming  there  until  the  spring  of  1878.  Then  com- 
ing to  Kansas  he  was  located  for  a  time  near  Hol- 
lenburg, and  later  settled  in  Farmington  Township, 
where  he  now  owns  and  operates  320  .acres  of  laud. 
Ho  has  effected  most  of  the  improvements  upon  the 
place,  and  it  is  well  equipped  with  the  machinery 
necessary  for  prosecuting  agriculture  after  the  most 
approved  methods. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  and  important  events 
in  the  life  of  our  subject  occurred  in    his   native 
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■  county,  June  4,  1868,  namely  his  marriage  witli 
Margaret,  daugliter  of  Arnold  H.  and  Magdalena 
(Tliielbar)  Hoeft.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  Windthorst 
were  natives  of  Germany,  whence  tl>ey  emigrated 
early  in  life,  settling  in  Dearborn  County,  Ind., 
where  they  were  subsequently  married.  Two  ^ears 
later  the}'  removed  to  Ripley  County,  that  State, 
where  the  father  died  Nov.  14,  1886;  the  mother 
is  still  living  there.  Mrs.  Windthorst  was  next  to 
the  eldest  of  their  three  children,  and  was  born  in 
Ripley  County,  Ind.,  July  4,  1851.  Her  union 
with  our  subject  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  five 
children,  viz:  Henrj'  A.,  Mary,  Madalena  S.,  John 
AVilliam  and  John  Philip.  The}'  are  a  bright  and 
interesting  group  and  are  given  the  advantages 
suitable  to  their  position  in  life. 


>:ti.d<. 


11  YMAN  T.  FORD  is  the  owner  and  occupant 
(?g)  of  a  rural  home  in  Oakland  Townsliip.  The 
L^  farm  is  in  a  state  of  thorough  cultivation, 
and  is  adorned  with  groves,  orchards,  and  adequate 
and  well  constructed  buildings.  The  dwelling  is 
an  extremely  comfortable  structure,  and  affords 
adecjuate  shelter  for  the  family  which  occupies  it 
and  the  guests  who  cross  its  threshold. 

The  birth  of  Mr.  Ford  occurred  in  Huron 
County,  Ohio,  Sept.  29,  1836,  and  his  boyhood  and 
youth  were  passed  upon  a  farm.  He  received  such 
educational  advantages  as  could  be  obtained  in  that 
section,  and  at  the  age  eighteen  began  wagon-mak- 
ing, which  occupation  he  followed  until  after  the 
breaking  out  of  the  Civil  War.  A  man  of  patrio- 
tic spirit  and  zealous  in  his  belief  in  the  principles 
of  a  united  government,  he  determined  to  devote 
himself  to  the  cause  of  the  Union,  and  on  Sept.  24, 
1861,  lie  enlisted  in  Company  A.,  55th  Ohio  In- 
fantry, being  Sergeant  of  his  company.  After  the 
expiration  of  his  first  enlistment,  he  was  enrolled 
as  a  veteran  in  the  same  company  and  regiment, 
and  continued  in  the  service  until  the  close  of  the 
war.  Tlie  55th  was  attached  to  the  army  of  ^'ir- 
ginia  under  Gens.  Sigel,  Fremont,  Pope,  McClellan 
and  Hooker,  and  afterward  belonged  to  the  20th 
Corps,  (ien.  Siociim  in  comiuand,  in  the  Army  of 
tlie  Cumberland.     Mr.  Ford  participated  in  thirty 


battles,  besides  numerous  skirmishes,  and  marched 
6800  miles.  He  was  never  captured  and  received 
only  slight  wounds.  During  the  last  two  years  of 
his  service  he  suffered  from  camp  diarrhea,  which 
at  intervals  unfitted  him  for  active  duty,  and  wliich 
eventually  resulted  in  piles,  from  which  he  is  yet 
a  sufferer.  Mr.  Ford  accompanied  Gen.  Sherman 
from  Chattanooga  to  Atlanta,  and  "from  Atlanta  to 
the  sea,"  and  at  the  time  of  Lee's  surrender  had 
returned  as  far  north  as  Goldsborough,  N.  C.  In 
July,  1865,  he  was  honorably  discharged  at  Louis- 
ville, Ky.,  and  sent  to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  to  receive 
his  papers  and  the  balance  of  his  pay. 

At  tlie  expiration  of  his  military  life,  Mr.  Ford 
returned  to  his  home  in  Ohio  and  at  once  removed 
with  his  family  to  Avilla  in  Indiana,  where  he 
lived  six  yeai'S.  A  part  of  his  time  was  spent  at 
his  trade  of  wagon-making,  and  the  rest  at  carpen- 
tering, which  he  also  understood.  In  1872,  he 
came  to  this  State  and  located  on  the  farm  which 
he  still  occupies.  He  has  carried  on  farming  ever 
since  coming  to  Kansas,  and  has  also  done  some 
carpenter  work.  He  has  never  had  a  total  failure 
of  crops,  but  has  raised  enough  to  supply  the  needs 
of  the  family  without  liaving  to  buy,  as  some  of 
his  neighbors  have  been  obliged  to  do.  Tiie  crops 
of  1889  are  very  good,  though  for  three  seasons 
preceding  they  were  very  light. 

Mr.  Ford  has  been  twice  married.  The  first  al- 
liance was  contracted  in  1855,  the  bride  being  Miss 
Melissa,  daughter  of  Hiram  and  Hannah  Conklin, 
from  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Conklin  was  a  stone-cut- 
ter by  trade.  He  went  to  California  in  1849  and 
there  remained.  The  first  wife  of  Mr.  Ford  bore 
him  three  children:  Frank  L.,  Charley  and  Willie 
E.  Frank  died  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years  and 
Charley  at  the  age  of  seven  months.  Tlie  wife  and 
mother  departed  this  life  June  12,  1867. 

Mr.  Ford  found  a  second  companion  in  the  per- 
son of  Miss  Ann  Yauferson,  and  their  marriage 
was  celebrated  Dec.  16,  1867.  Miss  Vanferson  was 
a  daughter  of  John  and  Ruth  'N'anferson,  of  Mary- 
land, and  her  parents  are  now  living  in  Indiana, 
her  father  being  engaged  in  farming.  The  second 
happy  union  of  Mr.  Ford  resulted  in  the  birth  of 
two  children,  Bernardo  E.  and  Cora  Janet. 

Mr.  Ford  is  a  Republican  and  favorable  to  Pro- 
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hibition.  Ho  has  good  standing  among  the  Masons, 
having  been  a  member  of  the  order  for  some  time. 
He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Christian 
Church.  He  is  highly  esteemed  as  a  man  of  intel- 
ligence, enterprise,  pleasant  nature  and  fine  char- 
acter. 

.James  Ford,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  a  na- 
tive of  New  York  State,  and  thence  removed  at  an 
earl}'  day  to  Ohio,  being  engaged  in  farming.  He 
died  in  1844,  wlien  his  son,  our  subject,  was  a 
lad  of  but  eight  years.  He  married  Miss  Lucy 
Rumse^',  and  their  union  was  blessed  with  the 
birth  of  ten  children:  Parmeila,  Ozias,  Mary  J., 
Martha  A.,  Lyman  T.,  Hulda,  Martin.  Lucy,  David 
and  Curtis.  Martha  A.  died  when  about  seven 
years  old;  David  at  the  age  of  three  years;  and 
Curtis  in  his  infancy.  Ozias  gave  his  life  for  his 
country,  being  killed  at  the  battle  of  Gettysburg. 
Martin  also  belonged  to  the  Union  army,  and  from 
exposure  in  the  service  is  suffering  with  a  complica- 
tion of  diseases  and  is  a  confirmed  invalid.  The 
Ford  family  is  of  Irish  descent,  and  the  Rumseys 
of  Scotch  origin. 


^-i^^t^ 


Jn  OHN  BYERS  ANDERSON,  Presidentof  the 
First  NaUonal  Bank  of  Manhattan,  has  been 
I  a  Director  in  that  institution  since  its 
'  organization,  and  not  long  after  that  event 
was  elected  its  President.  When  the  Manhattan 
Mill  and  Elevator  Company  was  organized  he  was 
elected  its  Treasurer,  and  has  assisted  in  the  work 
of  the  company  until  the  mill  and  elevator  were 
erected.  In  1889,  the  Manhattan  Electric  Light 
Company  was  organized,  and  of  this  body  also  he 
was  elected  Director.  He  is  very  popular  not  only 
in  Manhattan  but  in  other  sections  where  he  is 
known,  and  his  wife  shares  in  the  esteem  in  which 
he  is  held.  Both  are  very  charitable,  and  many 
have  cause  to  bless  their  generosity.  We  append  a 
sketch  taken  from  "  The  Annual  of  Washington  and 
.Jefferson  College  for  1886." 

"  .John  Byers  Anderson,  L.  L.  D.,  was  born  Nov. 
22,  1817,  being  the  second  son  and  youngest  child 
of  the  venerable  John  Anderson.  1).  D.  a  native 
of    Guilford    County,    N.   C,  and  for  forty-tliree 


years,  ending  in  1833,  the  honored  pastor  of  the 
Upper  Buffalo  Presbyterian  Church,  in  Washington 
County,  Pa.  His  mother  was  Rebecca  Byers  of 
Cumberland  County,  Pa.  Dr.  Anderson  was  emi- 
nently pious  and  talented,  a  fine  scholar  and  able 
theologian,  a  recognized  instructor  of  candidates 
for  the  ministry,  a  prominent  leader  in  the  church, 
and  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Wash- 
ington College  from  the  date  of  the  charter,  in 
1806,  until  his  resignation  in  1831,  on  account  of 
the  infirmities  of  age.  His  eldest  son,  the  Rev. 
William  C.  Anderson,  D.  D..  a  son  of  the  college, 
and  afterward  a  Trustee,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
sixty-six  years,  was  one  of  the  most  popular  min- 
isters of  his  generation. 

Our  classmate,  inheriting  the  blessings  of  such 
a  parentage,  could  well  receive  his  preparatory 
education  at  home.  He  entered  the  Freshman  class 
in  the  autumn  of  1832.  We  remember  him  as  a 
genial  companion,  an  honorable  friend,  a  generous 
rival,  a  fair  scholar  and  a  general  reader.  Even 
tiien  he  gave  tokens  of  the  reserve  power  which  the 
actual  competitions  of  life  have  so  signally  drawn 
forth  into  success.  With  his  mind  set  upon  the 
legal  profession,  he  turned  to  teaching  as  a  tem- 
porary expedient  to  supply  the  necessary  means. 
But  marked  success  in  this  line  of  necessity  over- 
ruled his  choice,  and  the  irrepressible  demand  for 
his  services  as  an  educator,  not  only  delayed  pro- 
fessional preparation,  but  crowded  out  the  practice 
after  his  admission.  Beginning  with  a  school  in 
Breckenridge  County,  Ky..  he  was  advanced  to  the 
leadership  of  Meade  County,  Academy,  the  follow- 
ing spring  (1837),  and  two  3ears  later  was  made 
principal  of  a  seminary  at  Hardinsburg,  continuing 
thereuntil  1841.  Meanwhile  having  been  married, 
in  1838,  to  Miss  Cecilia  Geraldine  Alexander,  who 
has  ever  since  been  tliejo^'  of  his  life  as  well  as  his 
most  efficient  helper,  he  came  to  feel  himself  com- 
mitted to  teaching  as  his  calling.  Opening  a  school 
for  boys  in  1842,  at  New  Albany,  Ind.,  he  pur- 
chased the  next  year  the  lease  and  fixtures  of  a 
female  school  in  the  same  place.  For  each  of  these 
institutions  he  obtained  a  charter,  one  under  tlie 
name  of  Anderson  Collegiate  Institute,  and  the 
other  tliat  of  Anderson's  Female  Seminary.  Both 
nourished,  drawing  pupils  largely  from  the  Western 
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and  Southern  States.     Some  of   his  teachers   were 
distinguished  sons  of  his  own  Alma  Mater. 

But  out  of  the  passion  and  energy  of  the  teatiher 
was  developed  the  still  more  successful  railroad 
engineer  and  superintendent.  His  own  advance- 
ment iu  higher  mathematics,  and  his  practice  in  sur- 
.voying  with  his  students  for  their  benefit,  made 
him  an  engineer  of  the  first  class  with  a  reputation 
wliich  flooded  him  with  applications  to  engage  in 
that  business.  As  early  as  1851,  he  constructed  a 
highway  road  from  New  Albany  to  Corydon  ;  in 
the  year  1852,  he  was  chosen  chief  engineer  of  a 
proposed  road  from  the  Ohio,  below  the  falls  to 
Sandusky  :  for  three  years,  ending  in  1858,  he  was 
General  Superintendent  of  the  New  Albany  ife 
Salem,  now  the  New  Albany  &  Chicago  Railroad. 
All  this  was  accomplished  while  still  holding  and 
conducting  his  educational  institutions.  But,  retir- 
ing absolutely  at  that  crisis,  he  devoted  himself 
wholly  to  railroading,  and  accepted  the  place  of 
Division  Superintendent  of  the  Penns3ivinia  Rail- 
road. In  February,  1859,  he  was  advanced  to 
the  General  Superintendency  of  the  Pittsburg, 
Ft.  Wayne  &  Chicago  Railroad.  In  less  than 
a  year,  however,  he  was  called  to  be  Superin- 
tendent of  Transportation  on  the  Louisville 
&  Nashville  Railroad,  a  position  in  which  the 
opening  of  the  Civil  War  found  him.  The 
General  commanding  the  array  of  the  Ohio  (after- 
ward the  Cumberland),  gave  him  charge  of  all  the 
United  States  Military  roads  of  his  department, 
and  by  renewed  appointments  he  was  held  at  the 
head  of  transportation  and  the  construction  of  roads 
and  bridges  along  the  whole  line  from  Louisville  to 
Huntsville  and  Chattanooga,  until  his  resignation  in 
the  summer  of  1863.  Later  he  was  appointed  bj' 
the  Secretary  of  War,  the  general  manager  of  the 
I'liited  Stales  Railroads,  but  at  his  own  request  was 
retired  in  1864,  onlj',  however,  to  engage  with 
others  in  the  construction  of  the  great  Union  Pa- 
cific Railroad,  Eastern  division.  For  the  sake  of 
rest,  he  spent  the  years  of  1866-68  in  making  two 
trips  to  Europe,  accompanied  on  the  first  by  his 
brother  and  in  the  last  by  his  wife.  Nor  even  yet 
was  repose  allowed  him,  until  in  the  years  of  1875- 
77  lie  wound  up  the  affairs  of  the  Maysviile  & 
Lexington  Railroad  as  President  and  General  Man- 


ager, after  which,  who  could  challenge  his  right  to 
affluent  resources  and  a  dignified  and  quiet  life  upon 
the  broad  acres  of  his  chosen  Kansas?  But  even 
that  quietness  has  been  more  or  less  disturbed  by 
the  care  of  the  public  buildings  at  Topeka,  under 
the  Governor's  appointment.  Even  yet  the  art  of 
repose  is  his  most  difficult  lesson." 

Surely  these  facts  establish  Col.  Anderson's  right 
to  a  place  among  the  leading  men  of  a  most  event- 
ful time.  His  quick  perception,  accurate  discrim- 
ination, prompt  decision,  and  comprehensive  and 
energetic  execution,  e.xplain  his  distinguished  suc- 
cess. His  services  were  never  offered,  but  always 
yielded  to  imperative  demand.  His  calls  to  dutv 
came  for  the  most  part  from  the  master  spirits  of 
the  difficult  enterprises  needing  him,  upon  their 
own  discernment  in  him  of  the  rare  qualities  de- 
manded by  the  crisis.  And  their  approbation,  so 
uniformly  given,  was  a  surer  reward  than  mere 
public  applause,  so  often  bestowed  on  superficial 
grounds.  The  Superintendent  of  Transportation, 
for  example,  both  of  men  and  supplies  for  the 
Western  and  Southern  States,  at  the  perilous  crisis 
of  our  Civil  War,  holding  his  commission  now  from 
Department  Commander,  and  now  again  from  the 
Secretary  of  War,  himself,  the  one  who  could  meet 
his  high  responsibilities  without  complaint,  is  no 
ordinary  man. 

It  was  not  until  1871  that  Col.  Anderson  saw  his 
way  clear  to  fulfill  his  baptismal  vows,  by  his  own 
confession  of  Christ  before  men  in  the  full  com- 
munion of  the  church.  One  year  later,  the  confi- 
dence of  his  Christian  brethren  was  expressed  in  his 
election  as  a  ruling  Elder.  In  1877,  he  represented 
the  Presbvtery  of  Topeka  in  the  general  assembly 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  in  session  at  Chicago, 
111.,  also  in  1888  at  Philadelphia.  He  is  active  and 
liberal  in  all  Christian  enterprises,  enjoying  most 
of  all  the  work  of  Sabbath-school  Superintendent. 
Providence  has  given  him  ample  provision  for  de- 
clining years,  with  a  heart  to  '•  honor  the  Lord  with 
his  substance,  and  with  the  first  fruits  of  his  in- 
crease." Without  children  of  his  own,  save  by 
adoption  and  love,  he  grows  to  be  more  and  more 
a  friend  of  Christian  education,  alike  for  his  coun- 
try's sake  and  for  the  church  of  Christ.  He  is  one 
of  the  chief    benefactors  of    the  young  college  of 
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Emporia,  in  liis  own  State,  and  tiie  President  of 
its  Board  of  Trustees.  His  late  gift  of  $2,500  to- 
ward the  endowment  of  the  Presidency  of  his  Alraa 
Mater  (Washington  and  Jefferson  College),  proves 
his  abiding  love.  Her  estimate  of  him  and  her 
pride  in  his  achievements,  may  he  faintly  read  in  her 
unsolicited  and  unanimous  bcstowment  on  him  of 
the  honorary  title  of  Doctor  of  Laws  (L.  L.  D.),an 
honor  to  herself  in  the  gift,  but  a  total  surprise  to 
the  recipient,  if  not  even  a  shock  to  his  sensitive 


modestv. 
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§HOMAS  C.  WELLS  is  an  old  and  honored 
resident  of  Riley  County,  and  a  man  whose 
citizenship  is  an  honor  to  any  community- 
He  first  came  to  Kansas  in  the  spring  of  1855, 
reaching  Pottawatomie  County  on  the  1st  of  April 
and  making  a  settlement  there,  sojourning,  how- 
ever, but  a  year  before  coming  to  this  county 
where  he  has  since  remained.  He  has  an  extended 
acquaintance  and  is  highly  regarded  for  his  many 
fine  qualities  of  mind  and  character.  His  wife,  who 
has  also  been  a  resident  of  this  State  for  many 
years,  shares  in  the  esteem  in  which  lie  is  held,  be- 
ing a  lady  of  intelligence  and  refinement,  possess- 
ing a  kindly  nature  and  the  thrifty  waj^s  of  one 
who  looks  well  to  the  comfort  of  her  houseliold. 

The  paternal  ancestors  of  our  subject  were  from 
England,  the  first  one  of  the  name  born  in  America 
being  Thomas  Wells,  who  was  born  April  18, 1755, 
and  died  April  20,  1829.  His  son,  Thomas  R.  Wells.    [ 
was   born    Oct.  20,  1784,  and   died  Oct.  31,  1853. 
The  next  in  the  direct  line  of  descent  was  Thomas 
Potter  Wells,  the  father  of  oiir  subject,  who  was 
born   in    April,  1809,  and   died  in  Kingston,  R.  I., 
Aug.  31,  1884.     During  his  life  he  was  connected 
with   the  Narragansett  Bank,  the  Wakefield  Bank, 
the  Wakefield  Savings  Bank,  the  Landholders  Bank 
of  Kingston,  and  the  Savings  Bank  at  the  same  place. 
He    became  connected    with   the   Wakefield    Bank 
at  its  formation,  in  1835,  and  was  chosen    its  cash-    i 
ier.     He  was  also  the  Treasurer  of  the  Wakefield    i 
Savings  Bank,  and   for  a  number  of  years  before   j 
his  deatli,  was  Cashier  of  the  Savings  Bank  at  Kings- 
ton. He  was  a  fine  book-keeper,  an  expert  account-   , 
.•mt,  and  a  nuin  of  thorough  honesty  and  unswerving    I 


integrity.  His  life  was  that  of  a  consistent  Chris- 
tian, and  he  was  actively  identified  with  churcli 
work,  being,  like  his  father  before  him  a  Deacon  in 
a  Congregational  Church  at  Kingston.  At  his 
death  the  pulpit  and  press,  of  the  place  in  whicli  he 
he  had  lived  a  long,  useful  and  honorable  life,  paid 
eloquent  and  deserved  tributes  to  his  memory. 

Thomas  P.  Wells  was  married  three  times.  His 
first  wife  and  the  mother  of  our  subject,  was  Sarah 
E.  Clarke,  who  was  born  in  Rhode  Island,  June  10. 
1814,  and  was,  like  her  husband,  of  P^nglish  de- 
scent. She  died  June  16,  1834,  being  but  a  few 
days  past  twenty  j'ears  of  age,  and  leaving  two 
children,  our  subject,  who  was  but  two  years  old, 
being  the  first  born;  Frances  E.  is  living  in  Roch- 
ester, Pa.;  she  has  been  married  twice,  her  first 
husband,  Samuel  J.  Cross,  having  died  a  number  of 
years  ago,  and  her  second  husband,  John  Davis, 
quite  recently.  She  is  the  mother  of  six  living 
children. 

The  second  wife  of  Mr.  Wells,  with  whom  he  was 
united  March  22,  1836,  was  Miss  Clarissa  C.  Slier- 
man.  She  died  in  1845,  leaving  two  children: 
George  II.,  born  April  21,  1837,  and  Theodore  11., 
born  Feb.  2,  1840.  George  is  a  member  of  the 
wholesale  grocery  firm  of  John  S.  Gould  A-  Co.. 
Chicago.  He  married  Miss  Dora  Wright,  and  they 
have  five  living  children.  Theodore  is  Secretary 
of  the  Chicago  Gas  Trust  Company.  He  married 
Miss  Mary  Johnson  and  thej^  have  one  son. 

The  third  wife  of  T.  P.  Wells  was  Miss  Julia  E. 
Johnson,  a  native  of  Connecticut,  and  the  rites  of 
wedlock  were  celebrated  between  them  Sept.  31, 
1848.  The  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  two  chil- 
dren: Herbert  J.,  born  July  13,  1860.  and  Helen 
M.,  born  Nov.  3,  1861.  Herbert  resides  in  King- 
ston, R.  I.,  and  is  President  of  the  Rhode  Island 
Hospital  Trust  Company.  He  married  Miss  Emily 
Perry;  they  have  five  children.  Helen  is  unmarried 
and  lives  with  her  mother  in  Kingston,  R.  I. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Hopkinton, 
R.  I.,  April  26.  1832,  his  early  years  being  spent  in 
South  Kingston,  where  he  received  a  good  com- 
mon-school education,  which  was  supplemented  by 
a  two-years'  course  at  the  East  Greenwich  Acad- 
emy. With  an  excellent  English  education  Mr. 
Wells   has  kept  pace  with  his  opportunities  in  in 
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lellectual  development.  Aftei-  leaving  Sflioul  lie 
worked  in  a  printing  office  two  years,  at  the  ex- 
piration of  that  time  leaving  his  native  State  for 
Kansas.  As  has  been  before  noted,  he  s|)ent  a 
few  months  in  Pottawatomie  County,  and  then 
identified  himself  with  the  citizens  of  Riley  County, 
lie  took  up  160  acres  of  land  in  Manhattan  Town- 
ship, upon  which  he  remained  ten  years,  and  then 
selling  out  bought  fifty  acres  on  section  1,  three 
miles  northwest  of  the  town  of  Manhattan,  which 
lie  has  since  operated  as  a  fruit  and  dairy  farm. 
The  place  is  carefully  and  profltab!}'  cultivated, 
and  contains  adequate  improvements.  The  resi- 
dence is  a  pleasant  and  comfortable  one,  where 
genial  hospitalit3%  good  cheer,  and  refined  pleas- 
ures abound.  A  carefully  selected  library  of  sev- 
eral luindred  volumes  furnish  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wells 
an  intercourse  with  the  master  minds  of  several 
centuries,  while  the  best  of  current  literature  affords 
them  a  broad  outlook  over  the  world's  affairs,  and 
an  understanding  of  tlie  latest  theories  and  devel- 
opments in  science  and  art. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Wells  was  celebrated  in 
Manhattan  'Jownship,  Oct.  30,  1856,  the  bride  be- 
ing Miss  Eleanor  S.  Bemis,  daughter  of  Ezra  and 
Lavinia  (Woolson)  Bemis. 

Of  anti-slavery  principles,  Mr.  Wells  has  been 
and  is  a  stanch  Republican,  though  not  an  ofHce- 
hdldor  nor  a  seeker  for  public  honors.  Both  he 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  and  he,  like  three  generations  of  ancestors, 
is  a  Deacon  and  is  actively  identified  with  church 
and  Sunday-school  work. 


R.  MARSENAS  WHITE.  This  gentleman 
has  been  for  nearly  twenty  years  a  suc- 
cessful practitioner  in  the  Eclectic  School 
of  medicine,  and  is  well-known  in  Riley 
County,  not  onl}'  as  a  ph3'sician  but  as  a  land 
owner,  having  been  possessor  of  as  much  as  1,400 
acres.  Having  given  to  each  of  his  married  chil- 
dren farms  of  from  eighty  to  120  acres  each,  the 
same  extending  up  and  down  the  Mill  Creek  Valley 
for  six  miles,  he  has  now  but  320  acres  in  his  per- 
sonal possession.  Increasing  age  has  led  Dr.  White 


to  seek  a  more  quiet  life  than  his  practice  for  many 
,  years  allowed  him,  and  he  now  answers  only  urgent 
day  calls,  endeavoring  to  entirely  abandon  profes- 
sional work.  Having  manj'  years  ago  to  handle 
a  great  many  horses  and  cattle,  Dr.  White  made  a 
study  of  their  diseases  and  for  some  time  practiced 
as  a  veterinary'  surgeon.  He  afterward  began 
reading  medicine  with  a  view  to  caring  for  the 
health  of  his  own  family,  and  being  the  only  man 
for  miles  about  who  had  any  knowledge  of  that 
science  he  was  called  upon  by  those  whose  friends 
were  ill,  and  in  this  way  drifted  into  the  work 
which  he  followed  successfull}-  for  many  years. 

Dr.  AVhite  is  of   English  descent  through   both 
his  paternal  and  maternal  line.     His  father,  Josiah 
White,  was  born  in  North  Carolina  and  at  an  early 
day  settled  in  Indiana  among  the  Indians,  follow- 
ing farming  until  about  forty  years  old,  and  being 
i    engaged  in    shoe  making  the  balance  of    his    life. 
He  married  Miss   Hannah    Marshall  of   Tennessee, 
who    bore   him   six    children.     Isaac    M.    died    in 
I    Indiana   about    thirty-five   years    ago,    leaving   a 
widow,  formerly    Miss  Mary    Thomas,    and   three 
children.     He  was  an  engineer  and  followed  build- 
I    ing    and    repairing  saw-mills.     His  widow    subse- 
quently married  again.     Emily  died  at  the  .age  of 
twenty    years   unmarried.        Phineas    A.,    died    in 
Marshall   County,  Ind.,  on   Christmas  Day,    188S, 
his   wife,  Miss    Debby  Robinson,  having  departed 
j    this  life  several  3'ears   previously,  and  eight   chil- 
dren were  left  to  mourn  their    loss.     He  was   an 
I    engineer  in  the  earlier  years  of    his  life  and  during 
;    his  later  years  was  a  farmer.     Lavina  is    the    wife 
'   of  E.  B.  Stevens  and  the  mother  of  seven  children, 
I   her  home  being  in  Los  Angeles,  Cal.     Minerva   A. 
died  in  Grant  Township,  this  county,  in  1881;  she 
was  the  wife  of  Zachariah   Williams,  and    left   five 
children.    The  maternal  grandparents  of  Dr.  White 
died  liefore  his  birth,    while   his    paternal    grand- 
mother lived  to  be  nearly  ninety  years  of  age. 

Dr.  White  was  the  recipient  of  the  advantages 
which  could  be  obtfiined  at  subscription  schools  in 
his  boyhood,  and  his  earli'  education  was  somewhat 
limited,  he  being  reared  on  a  farm  and  having  the 
usual  experience  of  a  farmer's  son  in  a  new  coun- 
i  try.  His  boyhood 's  home  was  in  Jackson  County, 
I    Ind.,  where  his  birth  had  taken  place  on  Christm.as 
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Day,  1830.  His  mother  died  in  1847,  and  he 
shortl3'  afterward  left  home  and  started  in  life  for 
himself  with  a  money  capital  of  twenty-Qve  cents. 
He  worked  hy  the  month  as  a  farm  hand  until  his 
marriage  in  1851,tliree  years  after  wiiich  he  re- 
moved from  Indiana  to  Clay  County,  111.,  where 
he  purchased  160  acres  of  land  and  cultivated  the 
same  until  1856,  when  he  sold  and  the  spring  fol- 
lowing came  to  this  county.  He  settled  on  Mill 
Creek  in  Grant  Township,  tliere  being  but  three 
families  besides  his  own  in  Mill  Creek  Valley. 
These  were  the  families  of  Messrs.  Condray,  Cress, 
and  Jesse  White,  the  latter  of  whom  had  arrived 
just  a  week  before  our  subject. 

The  removal  of  Dr.  White's  family  had  been  by 
ox  team  from  the  Hoosier  State  and  by  the  same 
medium,  supplies  were  hauled  from  Leavenworth. 
To  the  west  of  his  home  lay  the  unsettled  wilder- 
ness with  Indians  roaming  over  its  surface,  and 
there  was  no  assurance  that  they  would  remain 
peaceful.  The  first  location  of  the  Doctor  was 
sold  by  him  a  year  after  the  settlement  and  he  then 
bought  160  acres  on  section  64,  which  forms  a  part 
of  his  present  estate,  at  the  same  time  purchasing  a 
quarter  section  in  Pottawatomie  County,  which  he 
soon  afterward  sold,  since  which  time  he  has  by 
various  purchases,  increased  his  landed  estate  to 
the  acreage  above  noted,  from  which  he  has  been 
enabled  to  present  his  children  with  comfortable 
holdings.  He  had  two  visitations  of  grasshoppers 
during  his  lirsl  season  in  Kansas,  all  his  growing 
corn  being  destroyed  by  them,  but  success  has  at- 
tended his  efforts  in  life  notwithstanding  his  early 
discouragements.  His  fine  two-story  stone  resi- 
dence is  attractively  located  on  Mill  Creek,  three 
miles  above  Stockdale,  and  the  320  acres  which  sur- 
round it  are  thoroughly  and  ihtelligently  cultivated 
and  cared  for,  the  nianilgement  of  the  same  being 
now  in  the  hands  of  his  son,  Alexander. 

At  the  home  of  the  bride  in  Jackson  Count3', 
Ind.,  Aug.  17,  1851,  Dr.  White  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Rachael,  daughter  of  William  and 
Susan  Stanfield,  who  were  natives  of  North  Caro- 
lina and  Kentucky  respectively.  The  estimable 
bride  was  born  in  the  Iloosier  State,  where  she  was 
reared  and  educated,  growing  to  a  useful  and  hon- 
ored womanhood.     Nine  children    have  been  born 


to  Dr.  and  Mrs.  White,  three  still  remaining  under 
the  parental  roof  and  the  others  having  homes 
within  a  few  miles.  Mordecai  W.  married  Helen 
Shumway  and  they  have  one  child.  Joseph  A.  mar- 
ried Anna  A.  Gaten  and  has  three  children.  Perry 
O.  married  Emily  Anderson,  and  has  three  children. 
George  W.  married  Elizabeth  Summer  and  is  the 
father  of  one  child.  Mary  A.  married  Francis  K. 
Crowell,  and  is  the  mother  of  three  children. 
Alexander  is  unmarried  and  has  active  supervision 
of  the  home  farm,  besides  making  regular  trips  to 
Kansas  Cit^-,  where  he  buys  cattle  for  feeding  and 
fattening  on  the  farm.  He  is  now  feeding  over  200 
head.  He  has  a  fair  English  education  and  fine 
business  capacity,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
ranks  among  the  successful  stockmen  of  the  section, 
having  bought,  fed,  and  sold  cattle  since  sixteen 
years  of  age.  Elizabeth,  aged  sixteen,  and  Emma 
J.  aged  eleven,  are  at  home  and  attending  school. 
Dr.  White  served  for  many  years  as  a  Justice  of 
the  Peace,  and  has  been  Township  Trustee  and  a 
member  of  the  .School  Board.  He  has  for  many 
years  been  a  Republican  and  in  National  affairs 
still  casts  his  vote  with  that  party,  while  in  local 
matters  he  votes  for  the  candidate  whom  he  con- 
siders fittest  for  the  position,  irrespective  of  party 
lines.  He  has  frequently  served  as  Delegate  to 
County  Conventions.  Both  Dr.  White  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Church  and 
have  high  standing  in  that  society.  Dr.  White  is 
the  possessor  of  keen  business  qualities  as  well  as 
marked  intelligence  and  an  upright  character,  and 
for  all  these  traits  is  entitled  to  the  respect  which 
he  receives  from  his  associates.  His  portrait  oc- 
cupies another  page  of    this  volume. 


f^  APT.  JOHN  M.  ALLEN.  After  a  vigorous 
ilf^Yi  manhood  spent  in  accumulating  a  compe- 
^^^  tency,  Capt.  Allen  is  now  enjo^nng  the  fruits 
of  his  labors,  living  retired  from  active  business  at 
a  well-developed  homestead  on  section  17,  Zeandale 
Township,  Riley  County.  He  is  numbered  among 
the  solid  men  of  his  communlt}-,  where  he  has  been 
no  unimportant  factor  in  contributing  to  its  welfare 
and  prosperity.    He  comes  of  excellent  stock,  being 
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the  son  of  David  and  C.yntliia  (McClung)  Allen, 
natives  of  Columbiana  Coiuit}',  Ohio.  The  parents, 
were  reared  and  married  in  their  native  county,  and 
there  the  mother  died  about  1823.  David  Allen 
subsequently  took  up  his  abode  in  Athens  Count}-, 
Ohio,  where  he  spent  his  last  days. 

Two  children  only  were  born  to  David  and  Cyn- 
thia Allen,  John  M.,  being  the  younger.  He  is  a 
native  of  the  same  county  as  his  parents  and  first 
opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  on  the  6th  of  June, 
1824.  He  was  a  mere  boy  at  the  time  of  his 
mother's  death,  and  ten  or  twelve  years  old  when 
his  father  changed  his  residence  from  Columbiana 
to  Athens  County.  He  sojourned  in  the  latter 
until  a  youth  of  eighteen  years,  then  returning  to 
his  old  haunts  was  employed  as  a  carpenter  about 
seven  years.  In  1847  he  set  out  for  the  farther 
West,  and  crossing  the  Mississippi,  located  in  Clark 
County,  Iowa.  He  followed  his  trade  in  the  Hawk- 
eye  State  one  year,  then  returning  to  Ohio  was 
married  to  a  maiden  of  his  own  township.  Miss 
Mary  Ann  Armstrong,  the  wedding  taking  place  at 
the  bride's  home,  Feb.  24,  1848.  Mrs.  Allen  was 
born  Feb.  12,  1824,  and  reared  not  far  from  the 
home  of  her  husband.  They  lived  there  eight 
years  after  their  marriage,  then,  in  1  8.56,  IMr.  Allen 
returned  to  Iowa,  and  settled  in  Louisa  County. 
A  few  months  later,  however,  they  removed  to 
Clark  County,  Mo.,  sojourning  there  about  eleven 
months. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  Mr.  Allen  traveled  about 
considerably  and  had  not  j'et  found  a  place  where 
he  could  make  up  his  mind  to  locate  permanently, 
lu  the  fall  of  1858  he  came  into  the  Territory  of 
Kansas  and  took  up  160  acres  of  land  on  section 
17,  Zeandale  Township,  in  what  is  now  Riley 
County,  and  set  about  the  establishment  of  a  home- 
stead. Notwithstanding  tlie  many  drawbacks  and 
dilliculties  which  he  experienced  in  common  with 
hU  the  early  settlers  of  this  region,  he  has  main- 
tained his  residence  here  until  the  present  time. 

The  farming  operations  of  Mr.  Allen  were  inter- 
rupted by  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War,  and  in 
August,  1862,  laying  aside  his  personal  plans  and 
interests  he  determined  to  have  a  hand  in  the  pre- 
servation of  the  Tnion.  Accordinglj^  he  enlisted 
in  Company'  K,   11th    Kansas  Infantry,  and    after 


serving  a  little  over  one  year  returned  to  his  home 
in  safety.  In  the  meantime  he  was  commissioned 
Captain  of  Company  K,  and  was  complimented 
with  the  commission  of  Major  althougli  not  mus- 
tered in  as  such.  He  took  part  in  the  battle  of 
Prairie  Grove,  Ark.,  and  also  encountered  the  com- 
mand of  the  confederate  Gen.  Price,  on  the  Price 
raid,  with  whom  they  had  a  number  of  skirmishes, 
and  was  mustered  out  Sept.  14,  1865.  Returning 
then  to  his  farm  he  proceeded  with  its  improve- 
ment and  cultivation,  and  with  the  exception  of 
three  and  one-half  years,  (when  he  officiated  as 
United  States  Pension  Agent  at  Topeka)  has  since 
resided  upon  it.  Politically,  he  affiliates  with  the 
Union  Labor  party,  and  with  his  good  wife  is  prom- 
inently connected  with  the  Christian  Church.  He 
belongs  to  Lew  Gove  Post,  No.  100,  G.  A.  R.,  and 
is  also  identified  with  LaFayette  Lodge,  A.  F.  & 
A.  M.  and  the  Chapter  at  Manhattan. 

There  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Allen, 
three  children,  William  O.,  Emma  E.  and  Bennett 
A.  Emma  is  the  wife  of  Joseph  E.  Crowel,  of 
Manhattan.  The  sons  are  at  home  with  their 
parents.  Capt.  Allen  rents  his  farm  and  receives 
therefrom  a  comfortable  income. 


XJl  «-"-■«* 


DOUGLAS  SKINNER  is  the 
of  one  of  the  best  farms  in  Washing- 
ton County.  It  is  located  on  sections  27 
and  34,  Haddam  Township.  It  is  supplied  with 
native  timber  and  the  running  water  of  Hay  Hol- 
low Branch.  A  comfortable  dwelling  16x24  feet, 
together  with  stables  and  other  outbuildings  and 
neat  fences,  show  the  place  to  be  under  the  man- 
agement of  one  ambitious  to  rank  with  the  best  of 
his  class.  Fifty  of  the  eighty  acres  which  comprise 
the  estate,  are  kept  under  the  plow,  and  an  addi- 
tional forty  is  run  by  Mr.  Skinner.  His  home  is 
adorned  by  a  grove  and  orchard,  which  afford  a 
grateful  shade  to  his  flocks  and  herds,  and  palata- 
ble fruits  for  its  owner's  use.  Mr.  Skinner  is  en- 
gaged in  stock-raising  as  well  as  farming,  his 
principal  crop  being  corn.  He  raises  Clydesdale 
and  Norman  horses  and  Poland-China  hogs. 

Mr.  Skinner  is   by  birth  a  Hoosier,  having  first 
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seen  the  light  near  Albion,  Inil..  Feb.  10,  1859. 
His  early  hoyliood  was  passed  in  that  county  from 
which  the  famil}'  removed  when  he  was  about 
eight  years  old,  his  father  then  settling  in  Nemaha 
County,  Kan.  Our  subject  remained  on  the  home 
farm  until  the  age  of  seventeen.  From  the  time 
lie  was  ten  years  old  he  did  a  man's  work  witii  a 
team,  and  in  intervals  of  farm  work  improved  the 
advantages oflfered  by  the  common  schools.  When 
seventeen  years  old  he  began  working  out  by  the 
month.  He  remauied  in  the  emplo}'  of  one  man 
for  three  3'ears,  receiving  from  $2  to  -ffi  a  month 
more  than  other  hands,  and  during  the  latter  part 
of  the  time  being  left  to  run  the  business.  After 
working  three  years  he  took  the  money  which  he 
had  saved  and  attended  Baker  University  for 
one  year,  after  which  he  taught  the  district  school  for 
two  years  in  Nemaha  County',  Kan.  He  then  bought 
a  farm  of  eighty  acres  in  Nemaha  County  and  en- 
gaged in  farming.  In  the  spring  of  1881  he  sold, 
and  coming  to  this  county  located  in  Haddam 
City,  in  the  butcher  business.  He  conducted  that 
business  until  the  fall,  when  he  traded  for  eighty 
acres  of  raw  land,  which  he  has  cultivated  and  im- 
proved and  brought  to  its  present  state  of  product- 
iveness. His  own  industry  and  prudence  have 
been  the  levers  by  which  he  has  made  his  way  to  so 
comfortable  a  financial  standing. 

rhe  father  of  our  subject  is  a  pi-ominent  citizen 
of  Nemaha  County,  where  he  is  now  living  at  the 
age  of  fifty -eight.  He  has  held  several  offices  since 
his  residence  there,  and  is  now  Township  Clerk  and 
Treasurer.  He  is  a  Union  Labor  man  and  active 
in  the  party  ranks.  He  is  identified  with  the 
Church  of  God,  in  which  he  is  a  prominent  mem- 
ber. He  was  born  in  Ohio,  and  owned  a  small 
place  there,  where  he  was  engaged  in  farming  and 
stock-raising.  He  removed  from  there  to  Noble 
County,  Ind.,  where  he  was  engaged  in  farming 
until  the  late  war.  In  1864  he  enlisted  in  an  Indi- 
ana regiment  and  served  until  the  close  of  the  con- 
flict. In  1867  became  West  and  purchased  160 
acres  of  raw  land  near  Centralia,  Nemaha  County. 
There  he  has  since  resided,  thoroughly  improving 
his  land,  and  is  now  quite  well  to  do.  His  wife 
bore  the  maiden  name  of  Antonett  Soliday,  and 
was   a  native  of  Pennsylvania.       Her    father   was 


born  in  the  same  State,  but  became  one  of  the  pio- 
neer settlers  in  Noble  County,  Ind.  Tliere  he  im- 
proved a  farm,  which  he  cultivated  until  1882,  at 
which  date  he  removed  to  Labette  County,  this 
.State.  There  he  lived,  in  Oswego,  retired  from 
active  life,  until  Aug.  21,  1889,  when  he  departed 
this  life  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  jears.  Mrs.  An- 
tonett Skinner  died  in  Indiana,  having  borne  iier 
husband  five  children,  as  follows:  Eva.  now  Mrs. 
McCutcheon,  of  Washington;  Wealthy,  now  Mrs. 
Kilmer,  living  near  Arnold,  Neb.;  Belle,  now 
Mrs.  Jacobs,  of  Ames,  Kan.;  W.  D.,  of  whom  we 
write,  and  Anna,  now  Mrs.  Kager,  of  Colorado. 

William  Douglas  Skinner  was  married  at  the 
home  of  the  bride,  near  Centralia,  Nemaha  County, 
March  22,  1881.  to  Miss  Emma  Hawk.  She  was 
born  in  Iowa,  her  parents  being  Ellas  and  Sarah 
(Lininger)  Hawk,  of  whom  and  their  ancestr3\  a 
brief  sketch  is  appended  below.  The  union  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Skinner  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of 
two  interesting  children,  Floy  and  Etiiel. 

The  paternal  great-grandfather  of  Mrs.  Skinner 
was  Christian  Hawk,  a  native  of  Canada  and  of 
German  descent.  He  removed  from  his  native 
country  to  Pennsylvania,  where  he  was  engaged  in 
farming  and  stock-raising,  and  where  he  died. 
During  the  war  of  1812  he  was  a  soldier  in  the 
American  Army.  Following  him  in  the  direct 
line  came  Jonathan,  who  was  born  in  Dauphin 
Count}',  Pa.  He  was  engaged  in  farming  in  his 
native  State,  and  was  also  a  preacher  in  the  Church 
of  God.  In  1847  he  removed  to  Iowa  by  wagon, 
He  entered  land  in  Johnson  County  and  there  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  preaching.  He  became  quite 
well  to  do  before  his  death,  which  took  place  in 
the  fall  of  1875.  His  wife  was  Catherine  Marsh, 
a  native  of  York  County,  Pa.,  and  daughter  of  Jo- 
seph Marsh,  a  farmer  of  the  Keystone  State  and  of 
German  descent.  She  died  in  Iowa,  having  borne 
thirteen  children,  seven  of  whom  lived  to  years  of 
maturity.  Of  them  Anna  passed  from  earth  in 
1875.  Those  still  surviving  are,  Ellas,  Eliza, 
Catiicrine,  Martha,  Susannah  and  David. 

Elias  Hawk  was  born  in  Dauphin  County,  Pa., 
near  Harrisburg,  Julj  21,  1831.  He  was  reared 
upon  a  farm  and  received  tiie  educational  advant- 
ages of  the    common   schools.     He  removed    with 
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his  parents  to  Johnson  County,  Iowa,  when  about 
sixteen  3'ears  old,  and  remained  under  the  parental 
roof  until  the  age  of  twenty-four.  He  then  en- 
gaged in  farnoing  for  himself  in  Iowa  and  contin- 
iieed  in  that  occupation  until  1862.  In  August  of 
that  year  lie  followed  the  promptings  of  his  patri- 
otic spirit,  and  enlisted  in  Company  E,  28th  Iowa 
Infantry.  He  was  mustered  into  service  at  Iowa 
City  and  immediately  sent  to  the  front.  He  took 
a  gallant  part  in  the  battles  of  Port  Gibson  and 
Champion  Hills,  the  siege  of  Mcksburg,  and  at 
Sabine  Cross  Roads,  in  1864,  together  with 
numerous  minor  engagements  and  various  hard 
marches.  At  the  last-named  battle  he  was 
wounded  by  a  minie  ball,  which  broke  his  left  leg. 
l>eing  left  upon  the  field  he  was  taken  prisoner  by 
the  Rebels  and  taken  to  Mansfield,  where  he  re- 
mained until  paroled.  He  was  in  the  hospital  un- 
til September,  1864,  when  he  went  home  on  a  sick 
furlough.  At  the  expiration  of  his  leave  he  re- 
ported at  Iowa  City,  and  was  discharged  at  Daven- 
port, in  the  winter  of  1 865. 

After  his  return  to  the  ranks  of  civil  life  Mr. 
Hawk  again  engaged  in  farming.  He  came  to 
Nemaha  County,  Kan.,  in  1866,  and  homesteaded 
eighty  acres  near  Centralia,  which  he  improved  and 
cultivated  until  1888.  He  then  sold  and  removed 
to  this  county,  locating  in  Haddam  City,  where 
he  purchased  the  property  that  he  now  occupies. 
He  is  now  retired  from  active  life.  He  is  a  straight 
Republican,  a  member  of  the  G.A^R.  in  Haddam, 
and  has  served  upon  the  petit  jury.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  Johnson  County,  Iowa,  to  Miss  Sarah  A. 
Lininger,  whowas  born  in  Cumberland  County,  Pa., 
of  which  county  her  father,  Jacob  Lininger,  was  also 
a  native.  She  passed  from  earth  in  February.  1885. 
Her  union  with  Elias  Hawk  resulted  in  the  birth  of 
seven  children:  Mary  C,  now  Mrs.  Jennings,  of 
Ottawa  County,  Kan. ;  Elizabeth  A.,  now  Mrs.  Chick, 
of  Haddam  Township;  Frances  Emma,  now  Mrs. 
Skinner;  Samuel  D.;  Grace  L.,  now  Mrs.  Parker, 
of  Colorado;  Jonathan,  of  Haddam,  and  Cora  V., 
who  is  yet  at  home. 

Mr.  Skinner  holds  high  standing  in  the  Protest- 
tant  Methodist  Church,  of  which  he  is  an  active 
member.  He  is  a  Steward  and  one  of  its  Trustees, 
and  assisted  in  the  building  of  the  church.     At  the 


annual  conference,  held  at  Haddam,  he  was  a  dele- 
gate. For  three  years  he  held  the  oflice  of  Sunday- 
school  Superintendent  and  is  at  present  Assistant 
Superintendent.  He  votes  the  straight  Republican 
ticket,  and  has  been  a  delegate  to  County  Conven- 
tions. He  was  formerly  a  member  of  the  A.O.U.W. 
at  Centralia.  For  three  years  he  held  the  position 
of  School  Clerk.  He  stands  well  in  the  commu- 
nity and  bids  fair  to  become  one  of  the  leading 
citizens  of  the  county. 


Ifj^^^^ENRY  KOHLMEIER.  Among  the  prosper- 
jl/)),'  ous  and  successful  residents  of  Washing- 
^^  ton  County,  high  rank  should  be  given  to 
(^  the  gentleman  above  named,  who  is  the 
owner  of  265  acres  on  section  22,  Strawberry 
Township.  He  and  his  wife  have  spent  years  in 
hard  work  and  rigid  economy.  Their  industry  and 
frugality  have  been  rewarded,  and  they  are  now 
possessed,  not  onlj-  of  a  fine  landed  estate  well  sup- 
plied with  barns  and  other  outbuildings,  but  of 
livestock  and  a  good  bank  account. 

Mr.  Kohlmeier  was  born  in  Hanover,  (iermany, 
Jan.  26,  1835,  being  a  son  of  Joaquin  Kohlmeier, 
who  died  in  the  Rhineland  several  years  ago.  In 
1869,  our  subject  with  his  famil3'  emigrated  to  the 
United  States.  He  settled  near  Beecher,  in  Will 
Co.,  111.,  where  he  worked  for  a  time  as  a  hired 
hand.  He  then  did  ditching  on  highways  and 
farms,  working  by  contract.  In  May,  1872,  he  re- 
moved from  that  section  to  Kansas,  and  selected  a 
location  in  this  count}-.  He  filed  on  an  abandoned 
homestead  claim  of  160  acres,  which  forms  a  part 
of  his  present  estate.  The  land  was  raw  prairie, 
with  the  exception  of  five  acres  that  had  been 
broken.  A  shed,  consisting  of  poles  set  in  the 
ground,  and  sided  up  with  cottowood  boards  was 
on  the  place.  Mr.  Kohlmeier  fixed  up  this  "shack" 
and  lived  in  it  seven  years.  He  had  no  money  for 
building,  or  in  any  way  improving  his  place,  and 
for  two  years  had  neither  team  nor  tools.  He  sod- 
ded the  little  house  on  the  outside  and  papered  it 
within,  and  it  was  neat  as  well  as  habitable.  The 
third  year  of  his  residence  he  bought  a  yoke  of  oxen 
on  time.  The  grasshoppers  destroyed  the  first  crop 
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he  raised  with  the  team.  In  the  fall  he  sowed 
twemy  acres  of  wheat  which  j'ielded  well,  but  again 
his  corn  was  destroyed  l)y  the  grasshoppers. 
Through  such  discouragements  as  this,  he  and  his 
wife  struggled  on.  and  eventually  overcame  the 
hardships  of  their  life.  They  were  careful  not  to 
run  in  debt  much,  choosing  present  economy  rather 
than  future  discomfort. 

The  wife  of  Mr.  Kohlmeier  is,  like  himself,  a 
native  of  Hanover,  Germany,  where  their  marriage 
took  place  Jan.  25,  1853.  They  have  been  blessed 
by  the  birth  of  five  children — Henry,  Mary,  Will- 
iam, Herman  and  Anna.  Henry  married  Mary 
Fulker,  and  lives  in  this  county,  they  have  one 
child  named  Ernst;  Mary  married  Charles  Berk- 
mann,  of  this  township,  and  they  had  one  son, 
Herman,  who  is  now  deceased;  the  three  remaining 
children  of  our  subject,  are  living  at  home. 

Mr.  Kohlmeier  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Lutheran  Church,  and  of  high  standing  in  that 
body.  He  never  seeks  office,  but  in  a  quiet  way 
pursues  his  duties  as  a  citizen.  Among  the  citizens 
of  the  community,  and  especially  those  of  tlieir 
own  nationality,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kohlmeier  are  re- 
garded with  respect. 


^^NDREAV  J.  SLEEPER,  Station  Agent  of 
^O    the  Union  Pacific   Railroad,   at  Clay   Cen- 
jll  *    Center,  has  been  located  at  that   point  in 
^  bis    present  capacity  since   August,    1878. 

He  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Aug.  10,  1844, 
but  a  year  later  was  taken  by  his  parents  to  Cincin- 
nati, where  they  lived  till  he  was  a  boy  of  seven. 
They  then  returned  to  the  City  of  Brotherly  Love, 
where  Andrew  J.  completed  a  common-school  edu- 
cation and  attained  to  manhood. 

Andrew  J.  after  assisting  his  father  for  some 
years  in  the  umbrella  business,  became  Assistant 
Librarian  in  the  ^lercantile  Library  at  Philadel- 
phia. Later  lie  was  a  clerk  and  operator  for  the 
Philadelphia  &  Southern  Steamship  Company.  He 
removed  to  the  city  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  in  the  fall 
of  1869  and  became  an  employe  of  the  old  Kansas 
Pacific  Railway,  being  in  the  Auditor's  office  two 
years.     The  general  offices    were  then  removed  to 


Kansas  City  and  Mr.  Sleeper  removed  with  them 
in  1871.  Andrew  J.  remained  there  until  1878, 
then  came  to  Clay  County,  this  State,  and  was  at 
once  given  charge  of  the  position  which  he  still 
holds.  He  is  the  Vice  President  and  also  a  Direc- 
tor of  the  Phcenix  Loan  and  Building  Association 
and  possesses  a  knowledge  of  general  business  meth- 
ods which  have  made  him  a  desirable  acquisition 
to  the  community.  He  meddles  very  little  with 
politics  otherwise  than  to  cast  his  vote  with  the 
Republican  party. 

Mr.  Sleeper  was  marrried  Jan.  10,  1876,  to  Miss 
Jennie  S.  Smith,  of  Kansas  City.  Mrs.  Sleeper  was 
born  in  Charleston,  S.  C,  January,  1852,  and  when 
a  child  of  two  years  was  taken  by  her  parents  to 
Kansas  City, where  she  lived  until  attaining  to  wo- 
manhood. Her  father,  F.  B.  Smith,  was  one  of  the 
pioneer  settlers  of  that  place,  removing  in  1876  to 
Galveston,  Tex.,  where  he  died  a  few  years  later. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sleeper  are  the  parents  of  three  chil- 
dren living — Charles  Luther,  Henry  Claj'  and 
Adelaide  Judith.  Mr.  Sleeper  belongs  to  Coronado 
Commandery.  K.  T.,  Bethany  Chapter  and  Clay 
Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  His  estimable  wife  is  a 
member  in  good    standing  of  the  Baptist   Church. 

Israel  Sleeper,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  and  reared  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and  was  there 
married  to  Miss  Judith  Ashton,  who  bore  him  three 
children.  With  the  exception  of  a  few  years  spent 
in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
Sleeper  Bros,,  wholesale  umbrella  dealers,  he  spent 
his  entire  life  in  his  native  city.  The  paternal 
grandfather  of  our  subject  instituted  the  first  um- 
brella factory  in  the  United  States.  '  Israel  Sleeper 
departed  this  life  in  1876.  at  the  age  of  sixty-five 
years.  The  mother  survived  her  husband  until 
1885,  dying  at  the  age  of  seventy-three. 


I 


11  AJOR  N.  A.  ADAMS,  a  pioneer  of  Kansas 
and  a  distinguished  officer  of  the  Union 
Army  during  the  late  Civil  War,  has  since 
won  no  less  renown  in  times  of  peace  as  an 
incumbent  of  important  federal  and  civic  offices, 
and  as  one  of  the  successful  stock-raisers  of  Kan- 
sas.    He    is   the  proprietor    of   a    large    ranch    in 
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Greene  Township,  Pottawatomie  Count\%  which 
he  devotes  to  raising  liigh-bred  horses,  cliieflj' 
draft,  of  the  Norman  breed.  The  Major  lias  a 
beautiful  home  in  Manhattan,  where  he  is  consid- 
ered one  of  tiie  leading  citizens.  He  is  a  fine  rep- 
resentative of  the  grand  army  of  citizen-soldiers 
of  this  great  Republic,  who,  since  laying  down  their 
arms  at  the  close  of  the  war,  have  aided  in  achiev- 
ing as  great  a  victoiy  on  these  Western  plains, 
whereby  waste  places  have  been  transformed  into 
magnificent  harvest  fields,  opulent  cities  and  thriv- 
ing towns  have  sprung  uj)  on  every  hand,  and  com- 
merce, agriculture  and  manuf.actures  flourish  on 
what  was  once  known  as  the  "Great  American 
Desert." 

Maj.  Adams  was  born  in  Putnam  County,  N.  Y., 
.Sept.  14,  1835,  a  son  of  Alanson  Adams,  who  was 
born,  reared  and  married  in  the  same  county,  and 
there  resided  till  1837.  In  that  year  he  removed 
with  his  family  to  Chen.ango  County,  the  same 
.State,  and  bought  a  farm  in  Greene  Township,  and 
there  being  a  sawmill  on  his  land  he  operated  that 
as  well  as  carrying  on  farming,  and  made  his  home 
there  till  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1839  while 
he  was  yet-  in  the  prime  and  vigor  of  life.  The 
maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Mary  M.  Cole.  She 
was  born  in  Winchester  County,  and  was  a  life-long 
resident  of  New  York  State.  She  met  her  death  in 
a  railway  accident  on  the  New  York  tfe  Erie  Rail- 
way in  1869.  Our  subject  and  his  sister,  Mrs.  E.  B. 
Purcell,  are  the  onl}'  surviving  members  of  the 
family. 

He  attended  school  in  the  district  where  he  was 
reared,  and  his  education  was  further  advanced  at 
select  schools  in  Fa3'elte  and  Coventry, -and  by  at- 
tendance at  the  Delaware  Literary  Institute  at 
Franklin,  N.  Y.,and  as  a  student  at  Madison  Uui- 
versit}'  at  Hamilton,  N.  Y.,  from  which  he  was 
gr.iduated  in  the  class  of  1857.  Thus  liberally  ed- 
ucated any  profession  was  opened  to  him,  and  he 
entered  tliat  of  teaching,  and  going  to  Missouri  he 
taught  in  Clay  County,  that  State,  during  the  fall 
and  winter  of  1857,  and  in  1858  came  to  Manhat- 
tan, then  a  frontier  town.  He  made  a  claim  to  a 
tract  of  land  in  Pottawatomie  County,  opposite 
Clebnrne,  and  built  a  comfortable  log  house,  in 
which  he  kept  a  baciielor's  establishment  when  not 


boarding,  as  that  was  before  his  marriage.  In  the 
f.all  he  returned  to  Missouri  and  engaged  in  teach- 
ing in  Clinton  County  until  spring,when  he  came  to 
Manhattan  once  more,  but  only  to  fit  himself  out  for 
life  in  the  Rockies,  he  having  determined  to  try  his 
fortune  in  the  mines.  Forming  a  partnership  with 
M.  W.  Scott,  now  Superintendent  of  Schools  in 
Binghampton,  N.  Y.,  and  a  Mr.  Davis,  and  procur- 
ing two  yoke  of  oxen,  a  wagon,  and  a  cow,  our  sub- 
ject started  with  those  gentlemen  across  the  plains 
for  Colorado.  On  the  desolate,  lonely  trail,  where 
the  bones  of  many  an  emigrant  was  bleaching  in 
the  hot  sun.  they  encountered  an  innumerable 
quantity  of  buffaloes,  deer,  antelopes  and  other 
wild  animals.  After  thirty  daj^s'  travel  they  ar- 
rived at  the  present  site  of  Golden  Citj-,  in  the  foot- 
hills about  twelve  miles  from  Denver,  and  from 
there  went  on  a  prospecting  tour  to  Gregory's  dig- 
gings, and  after  buying  a  claim,  returned  for  the 
team  and  camping  outfit.  Our  subject  mined  there 
a  few  months,  and  then  started  with  a  part^'  on  a 
prospecting  trip  to  South  Park,  where  they  discov- 
ered a  fair  gulch  mine  on  the  Blue,  near  what  was 
afterward  known  as  French  Gulch.  In  the  fail  he 
sold  his  claim,  tiring  of  the  rough  life  of  the 
miner's  camps  so  far  from  the  centres  of  civiliza- 
tion, and  retraced  his  steps  across  the  plains  to 
Manhattan,  accompanied  by  C.  R.  Barnes.  He  soon 
left  for  his  old  home  in  Chenango  County,  N.  Y., 
for  the  purpose  of  consummating  a  marriage  with 
one  of  his  schoolmates.  Miss  Amanda  C,  daughter 
of  James  and  Clarissa  Macombe,  a  native  of  that 
county.  Their  wedding  was  celebrated  in  Decem- 
ber, of  that  year,  and  in  the  following  spring  Maj. 
Adams  returned  to  Manhattan  with  his  bride.  In 
the  summer  he  traded  his  claim  for  a  farm  two 
miles  from  Manhattan,  lying  in  Riley  County,  and 
engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising  there  till 
1862.  Li  the  spring  of  that  year  he  was  chosen 
captain  of  a  companj'  of  militia,  and  in  August  the 
greater  part  of  the  company  enlisted  in  the  regular 
service,  our  subject  among  them,  and  were  designat- 
ed as  Company  G,  1 1th  Kansas  Regiment.  The  Major 
commanded  the  company  at  the  battles  of  Cane 
Hill,  Ft.  Wayne,  Prairie  Grove  and  Van  Buren,  his 
cool  courage  and  daring  while  facing  the  enemy 
being  noted  by  his  superiors,  and   when  the   regi- 
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ment  was  changed  to  cavalry,  its  gallant  Captain 
was  promoted  to  be  Major,  and  was  subsequentlj' 
appointed  Inspector-General  of  the  Department  of 
Kansas,  and  Cliief  of  C'avalr}'.  serving  in  that  ca- 
pacitj'  until  Price's  raid.  But  a  man  of  his  active 
temperament  and  daring  disposition  preferred  field 
service,  and  at  his  own  request,  was  returned  to  his 
regiment,  and  served  witli  it  until  the  close  of  the 
war  receiving  his  discharge  from  tiie  army  in  July, 
186'.  Returning  to  Manhattan,  Maj.  Adams  re- 
sumed farming,  and  soon  engaged  in  the  stock, 
grain  and  lumber  business.  In  18()7  he  removed  to 
Manliattan  and  erected  a  residence  on  the  corner  of 
Pierre  and  First  streets,  and  has  resided  there  since, 
his  present  home  being  a  beautiful,  handsomely 
furnished  stone  house,  pleasantly  located  on  the 
corner  of  Juliette  avenue  and  Houston  street.  Our 
subject  continued  in  the  grain  and  stock  business 
until  1881,  and  in  1883  he  bought  a  large  ranch  of 
3,200  acres,  advantageously  situated  in  Greene 
Township,  Pottawatomie  County,  a  part  of  which 
he  has  since  sold,  reducing  its  acreage  to  1,040 
acres,  and  there  he  is  extensively  engaged  in  rais- 
ing horses,  as  before  mentioned,  he  being  one  of 
the  leaders  in  this  industry  in  this  part  of  the 
country. 

Our  subject  is  a  man  of  versatile  genius,  and  be- 
sides the  management  of  his  stock-farm  he  carries 
on  other  branches  of  business,  and  has  dealt  to 
quite  an  extent  in  real-estate.  From  1870  to  1872 
he  was  associated  with  L.  R.  F>lliott  in  the  real-es- 
tate business,  and  In  1888  they  laid  out  the  village 
of  Fairmount. 

Maj.  Adams  has  largely  assisted  in  establishing 
Manhattan  on  a  secure  basis,  and  making  it  one  of 
the  most  substantial  and  flourishing  cities  in  this 
part  of  Kansas,  and  his  liberalitj'^  and  enterprise  are 
still  active  in  furthering  its  growth  and  promoting 
its  highest  interests.  His  marked  executive  ability, 
temperate  judgment  and  ripe  experience,  hfvve 
been  of  inestimable  value  in  the  management  of 
public  affairs,  and  the  city  made  great  progress 
when  he  was  at  the  head  of  its  government  ns 
Mayor,  and  then  he  served  with  no  less  eflBcienc.y 
as  a  member  of  the  City  Council.  In  1873  Gov. 
Osborn  appointed  him  Regent  of  the  State  Agri- 
cultui'al  College,  and  he   held  that  office  five  years, 


doing  all  that  lay  in  his  power  to  strengthen  its  po- 
sition as  one  of  the  best  educational  institutions  of 
the  kind  in  the  West.  In  1881  President  Arthur 
appointed  him  Pension  Agent  for  the  district  in- 
cluding Kansas,  Colorado,  Missouri  and  Indian 
Territory,  and  he  served  with  distinction  until  the 
change  of  administration.  In  1885  Gov.  John  A. 
Martin  appointed  him  one  of  the  State  House  Com- 
missioners, and  he  was  reappointed  by  Gov.  L.  V. 
Humphrey  in  1889,  and  is  still  a  member  and 
President  of  the  Board.  During  his  term  of  office 
the  State  House  at  Topeka  has  been  assuming 
its  present  magnificent  proportions,  and  under  his 
prudent  management  Kansas  is  getting  one  of  the 
best  Capitol  buildings  in  the  United  States,  at  a  less 
cost  than  that  of  any  other  State  so  far  attempt- 
ing the  erection  of  such  a  structure.  Alwa^'s  a 
stanch  Republican,  the  Major  has  been  a  leader  in 
the  party  in  this  State,  and  in  1876  his  friends 
brought  him  forward  as  a  candidate  for  the  gov- 
ernorship, and  the  handsome  support  given  to  him 
in  the  convention  testified  to  the  high  estimation  in 
which  he  is  held.  He  is  identified  with  the 
A.  F.  &  A.  M.  as  a  member  of  Lafayette  Lodge, 
No.  16;  of  Manhattan  Chapter,  No.  14,  and  of  To- 
peka Commandery.  No.  4. 


ITCHELL  WHEELER.  The  self-made 
man  is  admirabi}-  illustrated  in  the  career 
of  Mr.  Wheeler,  who  at  an  earlj'  period  in 
his  life  was  made  acquainted  with  its  so- 
ber realities,  and  when  a  youth  of  twenty  years 
commenced  its  battles  on  his  own  account.  He  had 
been  trained  to  frugal  habits  and  saved  from  the 
first  what  he  could  of 'his  earnings,  and  for  years 
labored  early  and  late  in  the  hope  of  accumulating 
a  competence  for  his  old  age.  In  following  his 
subsequent  course  we  find  that  he  has  been  quite 
successful  in  his  efforts,  and  that  he  is  accounted 
among  the  well-to-do  citizens  of  Sherman  Town- 
ship, Clay  County,  and  one  of  its  most  extensive 
farmers. 

Mr.  Wheeler  was  born  in  Licking  County,  Ohio, 
Feb.  5,  1855,  and  there  spent  the  years  of  his  boy- 
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hood,  attending  the  common  scliool  and  assisting  his 
parents  as  far  as  he  was  able.  The  latter.  Thomas 
and  Caroline  (Williams)  Wheeler,  eniigr.ited  to 
Kansas  in  1868,  and  spent  the  first  three  months  in 
Manh.attan.  Thence  they  removed  to  Clay  County, 
where  the  father  homesteaded  160  acres  in  Bloom 
Township — Mitchell  then  being  thirteen  years  old. 
Their  first  shelter  was  a  dugout  with  a  sod  roof, 
and  they  occupied  tiiis  a  number  of  3-cars,  during 
wluch  time  they  carried  ontlie  improvement  of  the 
f.irui  as  steadily  as  possible  under  the  circumstances. 
In  the  winter  season  they  hewed  logs  and  finally 
[)iit  up  a  log  house  two  stories  in  height.  This  was 
i)uite  an  improvement  upon  the  dugout,  and  when 
it  had  been  weather-boarded  and  an  addition  built 
on.  tliey  had  quite  a  pretentious  dwelling,  and  this 
tiiey  still  occupy. 

Young  AVheeler  bj'  operating  in  the  manner  de- 
scribed in  our  first  paragraph,  earned  enough  money 
to  bu}'  a  team  of  horses,  one  of  which  soon  died, 
lie  purchased  another  on  time  and  began  breaking 
prairie,  thus  obtainingliis  start  in  life.  He  lived 
with  his  parents  until  his  marriage,  this  event  oc- 
curring Dec.  !),  1880,  the  maiden  of  his  choice 
being  Miss  Laura  Van  Nostin.  The  young 
people  began  the  journey  of  life  togetlier  in  a 
manner  corresponding  to  their  means  and  sur- 
roundings, and  in  1874  Mr.  Wheeler  purchased 
land  in  Bloom  Township,  upon  which  they  lived 
until  September,  1888.  He  still  retains  possession 
of  his  farm  property,  which  comprises  640  acres,  in 
Bloom  Township,  and  is  lai-gely  devoted  to  live- 
stock, he  pasturing  numbers  of  cattle,  from  the 
proceeds  of  which  he  enjoys  a  handsome  income. 
Mr.  Wheeler  also  has  160  acres  on  sections  7  and  8, 
Bloom  Township,  and  160  acres  on  section  29.  He 
is  thus  one  of  the  leading  land-owners  of  Clay 
County. 

To  Mr.  Wheeler  and  his  estimable  wife  there 
were  born  but  two  children,  a  daughter,  Clara  C, 
liorn  May  30,  1883,  and  who  still  continues  to  live 
with  her  parents,  and  one  deceased,  named  Lora 
Mabel.  Mr.  Wheeler  distinctly  remembers  the 
time  when  wild  turkeys,  deer  and  antelope  were 
plentiful  in  this  region,  and  an  occasional  elk  was 
seen.  Indians  strolled  over  the  country  at  inter- 
vals.    ^Vhen  his  father  first  settled  here  there  were 


only  three  or  four  men  before  him,  and  one  of  these 
was  a  bachelor.  Tliey  endured  all  the  hardships  and 
privations  of  frontier  life,  the  inconvenience  of  a 
distant  mill  and  market,  and  maintained  their  cour- 
age until  prosperity  smiled  upon  them,  and  the 
country,  becoming  settled  uj),  proved  a  most  de- 
sirable place  of  residence. 

The  father  of  Mrs.  Wheel,.!-,  was  Alexander  Van 
Nostin,  a  native  (if  .McLeMU  (  ounty.  111.  When  he 
was  two  years  old.  his  |):ircnt.s  came  to  Kansas  and 
homesteaded  land  in  Grant  Township,  in  the  south- 
eastern part  of  Clay  County,  where  Mrs.  Wheeler 
was  reared  to  wom.anhood.  They  now  are  resi- 
dents of  Clay  Center.  To  this  city  also  removed 
Mr.  Wheeler  and  his  family  in  .September,  1888. 
Prior  to  this,  in  July  of  that  year,  Mr.  Wheeler 
had  purchased  a  half  interest  in  the  Morgauville 
Roller  Mills,  and  li,as  since  pui'ch.ased  the  quarter  in- 
terest of  Jonas  Johnston.  He  is  thus  the  owner  of 
three-fourths  of  the  property-.  In  connection  with 
milling  he  is  extensively  engaged  as  a  grain  anil 
stock  dealer.  He  votes  the  Democratic  ticket,  but 
has  no  aspirations  for  office,  his  chief  ambition  be- 
ing to  succeed  in  his  legitimate  calling.  He  be- 
longs to  Morgauville  Lodge,  No.  322,  I.  O.  O.  F., 
of  which  he  is  a  charter  member,  and  also  be- 
longs to  the  Encampment  at  Clay  Center.  He  is 
likewise  identified  with  the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  of  Mor- 
gauville. 

On  another  page  of  this  work  m.iy  be  found  an 
engraving  of  the  Morgauville  Roller  Mills,  which 
have  materially  aided  in  the  advancement  of  that 
city.  Under  the  admirable  management  of  Messrs. 
Wheeler  &  Temple  they  have  contributed  to  the  de- 
velopment of  the  trade  and  business  prosperity  of 
Morgauville,  and  are  well-know^n  throughout  this 
section  of  the  country. 


RS.  MARY  J.  SMITH  has,  since  the  spring 
of  1871,  been  a  resident  of  Exeter  Town- 
ship, Clay  County,  her  fine  farm  of  160 
acres  being  located  on  section  21.  There 
she  has  established  a  comfortable  home,  where. sur- 
rounded by  loving  cliildreu,  and  a  host  of  warm 
friends,  and  in  the  midst  of  home  and  social  duties, 
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she  expects  to  pass  the  evening  of  her  useful  and 
worthy  life.  On  another  page  of  the  Album  ap- 
pears a  lithographic  engraving  of  her  residence, 
which  is  commodious  and  conveniently  arranged, 
and  the  abode  of  peace  and  hearty  hospitality.  It 
has  been  her  home  .is  above  mentioned,  since  the 
year  1871,  when  the  family  removed  from  Junction 
City,  where  they  liad  previously  made  their  home, 
to  the  farm,  which  had  been  taken  up  by  Mr. 
Smith  under  tlie  Homestead  Act.  The  work  upon 
the  place  was  principally  done  by  the  boys,  the 
father  being  a  tinner,  and  carrying  on  his  trade  at 
Junction  City,  in  connection  with  the  oversight  of 
the  estate. 

Mrs.  Smith  is  a  daughter  of  Elijah  and  Dorcas 
Barnes,  the  father  a  native  of  New  Hampshire, 
though  reared  in  Vermont,  and  the  mother  a  native 
of  the  Buckeye  State.  The  parental  family  com- 
[irised  five  children,  four  of  whom  are  now  living. 
They  arc:  Mrs.  Smith  ;  Martha  A.,  the  wife  of  G.  C. 
Martin,  of  Chicago;  Buell,  of  Dickinson  County, 
Kan.;  and  Hattie  M.,  wife  of  C.  Kezeler,  of  Chi- 
cago. She  of  whom  we  write,  was  born  in  Mc- 
Donough  County,  111.,  April  1, 1838,  and  was  reared 
to  maturity  in  "Will  County,  to  which  her  parents 
removed  when  she  was  an  infant  twelve  months  old. 
She  received  a  common-school  education,  and  at 
the  age  of  fourteen,  engaged  as  a  compositor  in  a 
printing  office,  following  that  employment  most  of 
the  time  until  her  marriage. 

On  April  15,  1856,  Mary  J.  Barnes  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Henry  W.  Smith,  a  son  of  Archi- 
bald and  Miranda  Smith,  and  born  in  the  Empire 
State,  Aug.  29,  1832.  The  happy  union  resulted  in 
the  birth  of  eleven  children,  seven  of  whom  are  now 
living:  Effle  W.  is  the  wife  of  C.  Maher,  and  lives 
in  Colorado;  Warren  N.  resides  in  Argentine, 
Kau. ;  Clara  M.,  is  the  wife  of  J.  B.  Kiner,  of  this 
township;  Wade  A.  lives  in  Athelstane  Township; 
Herbert  N.,  Mattie  D.,  and  Henry  N.,  are  their 
mother's  companions  on  the  home  farm. 

In  the  fall  of  1869  Mr.  Smith  came  from  Illinois 
to  Kansas,  his  wife  following  liim  the  next  spring, 
and  Junction  City  being  their  home  until,  as  before 
stated,  they  removed  to  the  farm.  Mr.  Smith 
served  in  the  army  during  the  late  Civil  War,  for  a 
period  of   about  four  months.     He  was  a  member 


of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  a  man  of 
excellent  Christian  character.  In  his  death,  wliich 
occurred  Ma}^  23,  1886,  Clay  County  lost  one  of 
her  best  citizens,  and  to  the  family  circle  came  the 
irreparable  loss  of  one  who  was  a  kind  and  loving 
husband  and  father.  The  bereaved  widow  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Ei)iscopal  Church,  and 
finds  comfort  in  the  blessed  hope  of  a  meeting 
where  parting  shall  be  no  more. 


ELIAS  TEMPLE,  junior  member  of  the  firm 
of  Wlieeler  &  Temple,  associated  himself 
with  his  present  partner  in  1887,  and  pur- 
chased the  Morganville  Roller  Mills,  the  first  en- 
terprise fitted  out  with  this  improved  machinery  in 
the  Republican  Valley.  The  mills  have  a  capacity 
of  seventy-five  barrels  per  day,  and  on  account  of 
their  establishment  here,  Morganville  has  become  a 
first-class  grain  market.  This  firm  has  also  erected 
an  elevator  with  a  capacity  of  about  14.000  bushels. 
Both  members  are  stirring  business  men,  and  have 
materially  aided  in  the  growth  and  prosperity  of 
the  town.  Mr.  Temple  is  chief  manager  of  the 
mill,  and  is  conducting  it  in  a  highly  successful 
manner. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Westmore- 
land County,  Pa.,  Dec.  4,  1851,  and  in  1855  his 
parents,  AVilliam  G.  and  Mary  (Cashdollar)  Tem- 
ple, removed  to  Randolph  County,  111.,  where  Elias 
was  reared  on  a  farm,  and  educated  in  the  district 
school,  and  the  schools  of  Chester.  The  parents 
were  natives  of  the  Keystone  State,  where  they  ar- 
rived at  mature  years,  and  were  married.  They 
are  still  living  and  residents  of  Illinois.  The  pa- 
ternal grandfather  was  Robert  Temple,  likewise  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania,  where  he  was  married,  and 
whence  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Illinois  about 
1852,  and  there  with  liis  estimable  wife  spent  his  last 
days.  He  was  a  genuine  t3'pe  of  the  hardy  pioneer 
and  built  up  a  comfortable  home  from  the  wilder- 
ness. He  was  an  active  politician,  and  a  member 
of  the  old  Whig  party. 

Elias  Temple  learned  millwrighting  in  Illinois, 
where  he  lived  until  1877.     He  then  determined  to 
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seek  the  farther  West,  and  going  into  Washington 
County,  Iowa,  rente(l_a  null  and  lived  there  until 
1884.  In  the  meantime  he  was  married  Oct.  9, 
1878,  to  Miss  Mattie,  daughter  of  J.  S.  Maple,  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania.  They  made  their  home  in 
Illinois  until  coming  to  Kansas,  where  Mr.  Temple 
employed  himself  as  a  miller  two  years,  then  em- 
barked in  his  present  enterprise. 

Two  children  were  born  to  our  subject  and  his 
estimable  wife,  Ray  D.,  and  Hazel  B.  i\Irs.  Mattie 
Temple  died  at  her  home  in  Morganville,  July  4, 
1886.  In  August,  1887,  Mr.  Temple  contracted  a 
second  marriage  with  Miss  Sadie,  daughter  of  ft. 
O.  Klipseli.  Tiiis  lady  was  born  in  Sullivan  County,  j  busi 
IMo.,  in  1861,  acquired  a  good  education,  and  came 
with  her  sister  to  Clay  County,  Kan.,  where  she 
employed  herself  as  a  teacher  in  the  city  schools  sev- 
eral years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.']  Temple  arc  members  in 
good  standing  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  Mr.  Temple  is  a  member  of  the  City  Council.  He 
belongs  to  Morganville  Lodge  No.  322,  L  O.  O.  F.. 
in  which  he  is  Past  ftrand,  and  hejs  also  identified 
with  Lodge  No.  217,  A.  0.  U.  W.   in  Morganville. 

In  connection  with  the  personal  history  of  our 
subject,  we  present^'a  fine  view  of  the  Morganville 
^lills,  in  which  he  has  such  a  deep  interest  and  for 
whicii  he  has  accomplished  so  much. 


^•KH-^<J:^ij(>-m-  «. 
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OSEPH  HELLMAN.  The  subject  of  this 
looked  upon  the  present  site  of  Han- 
Washington  County,  in  February,  181 
was  made  an  object  of  attention  by 
the  existence  of  a  half  dozen  small  houses.  His 
correct  judgment  led  him  to  believe  that  by  proper 
management  it  might  become  a  good  business 
point  and  he  determined  to  establish  himself  here. 
He  carried  out  his  resolution  and  here  he  has  since 
made  his  home,  with  the  exception  of  two  ye.ars 
spent  in  Seneca,  Nemeha  Countj',  this  State.  He 
may  be  properly  numbered  among  those  men  who 
set  the  wheel  of  progress  rolling  and  who  have 
smoothed  the  way  for  its  onward  march. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  is  essentially  a  West- 
ern man  with  Western  interests,  having  been  born 
in  Lee  County,  Iowa,  Feb.  13,  1847,     He    is  thus 


in  tiic  very  prime'of  |  life  and,jt  is  to;  be  hoped Jias 
many  long  years  of  usefulness  before  him.  "^  He 
spent  his  youthful  days  after  finishing  his  studies 
in  the  common  school  on  his  father's  farm,  until 
1866,  when  he  went  to  West  Point.  Iowa,  remain- 
ing there  one  year,  after  which  tiie  family  settled 
on  a  farm  two  miles  northeast  of  the  village  and 
lived  there  five  years.  Then  coming  to  Kansas  he 
established  the  third  store  on  Jaedicke  street  in 
Hanover,  modestly  beginning  with  a  small  stock  of 
goods. 

As  the  country  settled  up  Mr.  Ilellman  increased 
his  f.aeilities  for  trade  and  built  up  a  successful 
which  he  continued  until  1881.  Then 
selling  out  he  spent  some  time  traveling  and  after- 
ward purchased  a  farm  of  560  acres  in  Nemeha 
County,  upon  which  he  operated  two  years.  At 
the  expiration  of  this  time  he  retired  from  active 
labor,  having  accumulated  a  fine  property.  His 
handsome  residence  is  pleasantly  situated  in  the 
northern  part  of  town  and  is  fitted  up  with  all  the 
refinements  of  modern  life;  he  also  has  other  valu- 
able farm  property.  Coming  to  this  section  witii 
only  small  means,  he  has  by  his  own  energy  and 
industry  become  one  of  the  well-to-do  and  sub- 
stantial citizens  of  Hanover  Township. 

Soon  after  taking  up  his  residence  in  Hanover 
Mr.  Ilellman  was  recognized  as  a  valued  addition 
to  the  community.  After  having  held  various 
offices  he  was  elected  Maj'or  of  the  cit\',  serving 
four  terms  and  he  was  a  member  of  the  City  Coun- 
T'il  six  years.  He  has  been  a  stanch  supporter  of 
the  Democratic  party  since  reaching  manhood.  He 
took  a  prominent  part  in  the  organization  of  St. 
John's  Catholic  Church  and  contributed  liberally 
toward  the  erection  of  the  church  edifice.  There 
were  then  about  thirty  families  and  mass  was  read 
by  Father  Sueitberg,  prior  to  the  building  of  the 
church.  About  1872  a  small  frame  building, 
20x40  feet  was  put  up  and  this,  in  1876,  was  en- 
larged by  an  .addition  of  twent}'  feet.  Later,  in 
1879,  the  first  part  of  the  new  church,  48x100 
feet  was  erected  and  later  a  cross  was  added,  so 
that  it  is  now  70x90  feet  in  dimensions.  There 
was  also  built  the  St.  Benedictine  School  under 
charge  of  the  Sisters,  also  a  fine  stone  house  for 
their   accommodatiou.     Later,  the  Priest's    house 
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was  erected.  These  are  all  solirl  stone  structures 
and  are  situated  prominentl}^  on  a  hill  over-looking 
the  whole  citj'.  The  officiating  Priest,  at  present 
(1889)  is  Father  Neusius  assisted  by  Father 
Helveka  (Bohemian)  who  holds  every  fourth  ser- 
vice. Four  Sisters  have  charge  of  the  school 
which  is  attended  by  120  scholars.  This  is  one  of 
the  largest  jjarishes  west  of  the  Missonri  River  and 
is  a  matter  of  pardonable  pride  to  its  members. 
For  several  3-ears  Mr.  Ilellman  dealt  quite  exten- 
sively in  live  stock  and  lumber.  He  shipped  the 
first  load  of  swine  ever  sent  out  of  Hanover,  in 
company  with  his  brother,  Mr.  H.  Hellraan.  He 
has  always  taken  a  warm  interest  in  the  various 
enterprises  calculated  to  build  up  the  town. 

The  wife  of  our  subject,  to  whom  he  was  mar- 
ried, at  Mt.  Pleasant.  Henry  Co.,  Iowa.  Aug.  30, 
1877  was  formerly  Miss  Mary  Mulligan.  This 
lady  was  born  in  Perry  County,  Ohio.  March  28. 
1850,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Michael  and  Elizabeth 
(Walpole)  Mulligan  who  removed  from  the  Buck- 
eye State  to  Henry  County.  Iowa,  where  they  are 
still  living.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Helman  are  the  parents 
of  two  bright  children,  a  daughter  and  son,  Lily 
Elizabeth  and  Francis  Xavier. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  Bennet  Ilellman, 
a  native  of  Hanover,  Germany,  and  born  in  1810. 
He  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Vosburg  and  emigr.at- 
ing  to  America,  spent  one  year  in  the  city  of  Buff- 
alo, N.  Y.,  and  then  settled  on  a  farm  in  Lee  County, 
Iowa,  during  its  pioneer  da3's.  He  built  up  a  home- 
stead from  the  wilderness  and  died  there  in  185(f. 
The  wife  and  mother  passed  away  about  1861. 
Their  family  of  seven  children  all  lived  to  mature 
j'ears  and  six  of  thera  survive,  viz:  Henr}',  Gar- 
ret, Catherine,  Elizabeth  and  Philamina  (the  wife  of 
Charles  Mulligan),  and  Joseph  our  subject;  they  arc 
all  residents  of  Hanover. 

'VW|0HN  BAYLE.S.  There  is  not  witliin  the 
|i  limits  of  Manliattan  Township,  Riley 
^  ll  County,  a  more  attractive  home  than  that 
'^^  belonging  to  Mr.  Bayles.  which  is  finely 
situated  on  section  6.  His  farm  lies  on  the  Blue 
Valley  Road  about  two  miles  north  of  Manhattan, 


and  is  embellished  with  a  large  and  attractive 
stone  residence  from  which  may  be  gained  an  ex- 
cellent view  of  the  surrounding  country.  Mr. 
Bayles  is  justly  proud  of  his  achievements  which 
have  been  the  result  of  his  own  industry  and 
energy.  He  is  a  self-made  man  in  the  strictest 
sense  of  the  term,  enterprising  and  progressive  and 
in  favor  of  everything  to  improve  his  county  and 
elevate  society.  He  has  given  his  children  excel- 
lent advantages,  and  within  the  home,  books  and 
otlier  evidences  of  refinement  and  cultured  tastes 
abound.  The  young  people  are  all  students  and 
readers,  and  the  family  group  is  one  extremely 
pleasant  to  look  upon. 

A  native  of  Suffolk  County,  F^ngland,  thesu[)ject 
of  this  sketch  was  born  Veh.  10,  1827  and  is  the  sou 
of  Benjamin  and  Amy  (Cook)  Bayles  who  were  of 
pure  English  stock.  Benjamin  Bayles  was  reared 
to  farming  pursuits,  which  he  carried  on  in  his 
native  country  twenty-one  years  before  coming  to 
America.  He  crossed  the  Atlantic  in  1851  and 
settled  in  the  vicinity  of  Sharpsburg.  Pa.,  where  he 
followed  his  chosen  calling.  In  the  meantime, 
John  went  to  live  with  his  maternal  uncle,  John 
Cook,  also  a  farmer,  and  with  whom  he  remained 
one  year. 

Leaving  Pennsylvania  in  1870,  Mr.  Bayles 
sought  the  Far  West,  coming  to  this  State  and  pur- 
chasing 315  acres  of  land  near  Garrison  on  the 
Blue  River  in  Pottawatomie  County.  The  follow- 
ing year  his  father  came  out  and  purchased  260 
acres  near  him,  this  being  the  last  of  the  Pottawa- 
tomie Reservation  sold,  and  upon  which  he  at  once 
moved.  The  son  purchased  the  land  in  1871  for 
his  father.  He  lived  near  Garrison  until  1876 
when  he  traded  275  acres  of  his  land  for  169  acres 
comprising  his  present  farm.  He  has  107  acres  in 
the  bend  of  the  Blue  River,  two  miles  south  of 
Virdence,  which   is  operated  by  his  son  Benjamin. 

Benjamin  Bayles  departed  this  life  Oct.  29, 1887, 
at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-one  years,  at  the 
home  of  his  son,  our  subject.  The  mother  died 
when  about  seventy-seven  years  old.  The  four- 
teen children  of  the  parental  family  are  recorded  as 
follows:  Lydia  married  John  Mutimer.  in  England 
and  coming  to  America  both  died  in  Pennsylvania, 
leaving  one  son,   George,  who  is  now  a  resident  of 
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Beaver  County,  that  State;  Maiy  raariied  Simon 
Wilson,  and  died  leaving  one  daughter,  now  the 
wife  of  I^ii  Mills;  Ann  died  in  Erie  County,  Pa., 
shortly  after  the  family  came  to  America;  Rachel, 
who  is  living  in  Sliarpsburg,  near  Pittsburg,  Pa- 
is the  widow  of  Benjamin  Sleigh  who  died  leaving 
four  children;  George  (unmarried)  was  drowned 
in  the  Thames  River,  England,  in  1847;  Dinah  is 
the  wife  of  Jesse  Garrard,  a  retired  farmer  of  Pitts- 
burg, Pa.,  and  they  have  six  children;  Robert 
married  Miss  Lizzie  Coast  and  occupies  a  part  of 
the  old  homestead  in  Pottawatomie  County;  he 
has  three  children.  Rebecca  married  William  Har- 
ris, a  prosperous  farmer,  and  they  live  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  Pittsburg,  Pa.;  the}^  have  one  child.  The  next 
two  children  were  named  Elizabeth,  and  both  died 
j'oung;  Mary  married  David  Jones  and  <lied  in 
Sharpsburg,  Pa.,  in  1856,  leaving  one  child;  Let- 
tice  died  in  Dunkirk,  Pa.,  at  the  age  of  fifteen 
years;  Jeptha,  is  a  farmer  in  Riley  Countj-,  this 
State. 

John  Ba3'les  was  reared  to  farming  pursuits  and 
attended  the  district  school  in  the  winter  season, 
during  his  boyhood  days.  When  twenty  eight 
years  old  he  was  married,  March  28,  1854,  to  Miss 
.Susannah,  daughter  of  William  and  Martlia  Sleigh, 
who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  and  whose  parents 
wore  natives  of  England.  This  union  resulted  in 
tlie  birth  of  ten  children.  Mary  E.  is  unmarried 
and  living  at  home;  John  A.  died  in  1879,  at  the 
age  of  twenty-two  years;  Benjamin  B.  married 
Miss  Ella  Cowell  and  lives  on  a  farm  two  miles 
southeast  of  his  father;  he  has  three  children.  Caro- 
line E.  died  in  Pennsylvania,  when  three  years  old  : 
Rachel  is  the  wife  of  Ernest  Coffman,  a  farmer  in 
Jewell  County,  this  State,  and  they  have  two  chil- 
dren; Lydia,  Ruth,  Joseph  and  Sarah  are  at  home 
with  their  father.  The  youngest  child  died  un- 
named. 

Mr.  Bayles.  politically,  is  a  sound  Republican, 
quite  prominent  in  his  party,  and  has  been  sent  as 
a  delegate  to  the  county  conventions.  He  has  been 
a  member  of  the  School  Board  of  his  district  and 
Road  Supervisor  a  number  of  years.  He  and  his 
excellent  wife  are  members  in  good  standing  of  the 
Baptist  Church. 

Mr.  Bayles  has   effected    good   improvements  on 


his  place,  having  an  orchard  of  700  trees,  mostly 
apple,  and  a  large  two  story  stone  residence,  erected 
in  1885  with  a  good  barn  and  suitable  outbuildings. 
His  land  lies  in  the  Blue  Valley,  two  miles  north 
of  Manhattan.  It  is  well  fenced  and  under  a  fine 
state  of  cultivation.  Mr.  Bayles  avails  himself  of 
modern  machinery  in  the  operation  of  his  farm  and 
keeps  himself  well  posted  in  regard  to  agricultural 
affairs  as  well  as  current  events  generally.  His 
children  are  receiving  excellent  advantages,  the 
elder  ones  having  attended  the  Agricultural  Col- 
lege, from  which  one  son,  Joseph,  was  graduated  in 
the  class  of   1 889. 


(^^HOMAS  CHESTNUT,  Sr.  Among  the  suc- 
ff^^  cessful  men  of  Blaine  Township,  the  subject 
^^0  of  this  sketch  occupies  a  position  in  the  front 
ranks.  By  a  course  of  industry  and  prudence  he 
has  accumulated  property  to  the  amount  of  200 
acres  of  choice  land,  lying  on  sections  32  and  29, 
upon  which  he  has  effected  all  the  improvements 
which  attract  the  attention  of  the  passing  traveler 
and  which  constitutes  one  of  the  best  homesteads 
in  this  region.  Mr.  Chestnut  is  one  of  the  repre- 
sentative pioneers  of  Clay  County,  who  came  within 
its  borders  at  an  earl}'  date  and  who  while  witnes- 
sing its  growth  and  development  have  been  no  un- 
important factors  in  transforming  it  from  a 
wilderness  to  the  abode  of  an  intelligent  and  j)ros- 
perous  people. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  was  born  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Atlantic  in  County  Derry,  in  the  north 
of  Ireland,  Sept.  6,  1810,  and  is  thus  approaching 
the  eightieth  year  of  his  age.  His  parents,  Natha- 
niel and  Jane  (Chestnut)  Chestnut,  were  natives  of 
the  same  county  as  their  son  and  spent  their  last 
years  in  Canada  and  Scotland  respectively.  During 
the  boyhood  of  Thomas  they  removed  to  Scotland, 
settling  in  the  city  of  Glasgow  where  he  was  reared 
to  manhood  and  was  variously  occupied,  working 
several  years  in  a  boiler  manufactory.  His  parents 
being  in  limited  circumstances  he  onh'  received  a 
meagre  education,  but  he  w.is  more  than  ordinarily 
intelligent  and  his  habits  of  industry  and  sterling 
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integrity  of  oluiiacler.  resulted  in  makiusj'  friends 
for  liim  wherever  he  went. 

In  the  city  of  Glasgow,  when  a  man  of  twenty- 
six  years,  Mr.  Chestnut  was  first  married  in  1836,  to 
Miss  Barbara  Adam,  who  bore  him  ten  children 
and  departed  this  life  at  their  home  in  Clay  County 
in  1876.  Kight  of  these  children  are  living.  The 
eldest  .son,  James,  is  a  resident  of  Blaine  Town- 
ship; Nathaniel  lives  in  Nebraska;  Thomas  is  farm- 
ing in  Blaine  Township;  William  is  a  resident  of 
Exeter  Township;  John  is  also  a  resident  of  that 
township,  and  Robert  is  a  minister  in  the  Reformed 
Presbyterian  Church  in  Illinois;  Margaret  is  the 
wife  of  John  Black,  in  Blaine  Township;  Barbara 
married  Frank  Croops,  of  California. 

Mr.  Chestnut  in  1878  contracted  a  second  mar- 
iage  with  Mrs.  Mar}^  Acheson.  In  the  meantime, 
in  1840,  he  emigrated  to  America,  taking  passage 
at  Glasgow  on  a  sailing  vessel  and  after  a  tedious 
ocean  voyage  of  seven  weeks  and  three  days  landed 
in  New  York  City.  Thence  he  proceeded  directly 
to  Buffalo,  where  he  remained,  however, only  a  short 
time,  going  thence  into]Canada,  of  which  he  was  a 
resident  ten  years  and  followed  farming  most  of 
the  time.  In  1851  returning  to  the  .States  he  set- 
tled in  Bureau  County,  111.  Five  years  later,  in 
1856,  he  crossed  the  Mississippi  into  DesMoines 
County,  Iowa,  where  he  resided  until  coming  to 
Kansas,  in  the  fall  of  1868.  Soon  afterward  he 
homesteaded  160  acres  of  land  on  section  29,  Blaine 
Township,  where  he  opened  up  a  good  farm  which 
he  occupied  about  seventeen  years.  At  the  expi- 
ration of  this  time  he  removed  to  his  present  farm. 
He  has  done  a  large  amount  of  pioneer  labor,  en- 
during the  hardships  and  privations  which  were 
the  common  lot  of  those  who  settled  upon  the 
frontier.  His  career  has  been  one  eminentlj'  worth j', 
during  which  he  has  enjoyed  the  esteem  and  con- 
fidence of  his  fellow-citizens. 

He  joined  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church 
when  a  youth  of  sixteen  years  and  has  since  re- 
mained a  consistent  member  of  it,  assisting  in  its 
support,  serving  as  a  Deacon  and  Elder  and  con- 
stituting himself  in  various  other  positions  one  of 
its. chief  pillars.  The  sunset  of  life  is  passing  quietly 
and  i)eacefully  with  Mr.  Chestnut  and  while,  per- 
haps, he  has  not  been  the  hero  of  any   very   thrill- 


ing events  he  has  distinguished  himself  as  an  honest 
man  and  a  good  citizen — one  whose  name  will  be 
held  in  kindl3'  remembrance  long  after  he  has  been 
ttathered  to  his  fathers. 


..^  LBERT  WINGROVE,  capitalist  and  money 
Oi  loaner,  is  widely  and  favorably  known  to 
the  people  of  Clay  County,  within  whose 
limits  he  has  resided  since  April,  1870. 
He  is  now  a  resident  of  Clay  Center,  and  a  director 
and  stockholder  in  the  People's  National  Bank. 
He  is  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  solid  men  in  this 
section,  with  whose  material  interests  he  has  been 
closely  identified  for  nearly  twenty  years. 

Upon  coming  to  Northern  Kansas,  Mr.  Wingrove 
entered  land,  comprising  the  northwest  quarter  of 
section  18,  in  what  is  now  Blaine  Township.  From 
this  he  constructed  a  homestead,  effecting  the  usual 
improvements  naturally  suggested  to  a  man  of 
enterprise.  He  planted  fruit  and  forest  trees,  in- 
cluding a  fine  orchard,  and  a  good  grove  which  is 
now  valuable  timber,  and  erected  a  residence  and 
other  l)uildings  necessary  to  his  comfort  and  proSt. 
While  carrying,  on  the  cultivation  of  the  soil,  he 
also  became  interested  in  live-stock.  He  was  re- 
cognized as  a  valuable  man  in  the  community,  and 
as  one  interested  in  its  material  welfare.  He  was 
chosen  as  Township  Clerk,  in  which  office  he  served 
two  terms,  and  was  the  Treasurer  of  his  school  dis- 
trict almost  from  the  time  of  settling  there  until 
leaving.  He  assisted  in  the  organization  of  this 
district,  and  aho  was  instrumental  in  the  erection 
of  its  first  school-house,  teaching  one  term  of  four 
months,  being  on  the  building  committee,  and 
maintained  an  active  interest  in  township  affairs, 
until  his  removal  to  Clay  Center  in  1884. 

Mr.  Wingrove  does  business  upon  his  own  capi- 
tal mainly,  although  operating  when  requested  for 
other  parties.  He  is  an  active  Republican,  politi- 
cally, warmly  alive  to  the  interests  of  his  party, 
and  contributing  of  his  time  and  influence  to  its 
advancement.  He  owns  a  fine  farm  of  160  acres 
in  Gill  Township,  Clay  County,  and  a  like  amount 
of  land  in  Graham  County,  besides  valual)le  city 
property.     He  has  contributed  his  full  quota  to  the 
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growth  and  advancement  of  Clay  Center.  His 
religious  views  coincide  with  the  doctrines  of  the 
Metliodist  Episeopal  Church,  of  which  he  is  an  effi- 
cient member,  and  in  which  he  officiates  as  Stew- 
ard. His  estimable  wife  also  belongs  to  this  church 
at  Clay  Center. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  near  Bu- 
chanan, West  Va.,  March  25,  1848,  and  there  grew 
to  mature  years.  He  obtained  a  practical  educa- 
tion, completing  his  studies  in  Eastman's  Business 
College  at  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.  In  March,  1864, 
during  the  progress  of  the  Civil  War,  and  before 
be  had  reached  the  sixteenth  year  of  his  age,  he  en- 
listed as  a  Union  soldier,  in  Company  M,  3d  West 
Virginia  Cavalry,  an  old  veteran  regiment,  and  was 
in  the  Army  of  West  Virginia  under  the  command 
of  Gen.  Sheridan,  the  division  being  commanded 
by  Gen.  Custer,  and  attached  to  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  at  Petersburg,  Va.,  in  the  spring  of  1865. 

In  addition  to  the  usual  amount  of  scouting 
along  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  j'oung  Wingrove 
was  present  at  the  battle  of  Lynchburg,  Gen  Hun- 
tei  commanding,  in  wliich  six  of  the  twenty-five 
men  of  his  company  present  were  killed  or  woun- 
ded. He  was  also  at  Winchester,  wiiere  the  three 
principal  officers  of  the  regiment  were  killed  or 
disabled,  and  the  Captain  of  his  companj'  was 
wounded.  This  by  no  means  completes  the  list  of 
battles  in  which  he  participated,  the  others  being 
Dinwiddle  Court-House,  Five  Forks,  Hatchies 
Run.  Farmville,  Opequon,  Fisher's  Hill,  Waynes- 
boro, and  Appomattox,  making  in  all  nine  or  ten 
hard  and  desperately  fought  engagements,  with  in- 
numerable smaller  battles.  At  Lynchburg  he  was 
struck  with  a  piece  of  shell  on  the  elbow,  and  later 
a  bullet  tore  a  hole  in  his  hat,  but  missed  the  sol- 
tlier.  He  was  at  Cedar  Creek  at  the  time  Sheridan 
made  his  famous  ride  from  Winchester,  which  has 
been  celebrated  in  verse  by  Thomas  Buchanan 
Reed,  and  has  become  almost  as  much  a  part  of 
history  as  the  regular  annals  of  the  war.  In  some 
of  the  smaller  engagements  the  fighting  was  fully 
as  dangerous  as  in  others  more  noted.  The  boy  of 
fifteen  acquitted  himself  bravely  with  the  company 
of  veterans,  being  absent  only  ten  days  from  iiis 
regiment,  and  missing  but  one  fight  in  which  iiis 
company  was  engaged.     He   was  mustered  out  at 


AVheeling,  West  Va.,  June  30.  1865.  at  that  time 
being  but  little  more  than  seventeen  years  old. 
For  about  ten  days  previous  to  Lee's  surrender  the 
company  was  under  almost  constant  fire,  and  at 
roll-call  after  the  surrender  the  company  numbered 
but  thirteen  out  of  the  original  eighty  or  100  men, 
the  others  having  been  killed  or  disabled.  (Jur 
subject  was  one  of  these  thirteen,  and  participated 
in  the  grand  review  at  Washington,  in  which  his 
regiment  led  the  procession,  and  his  company  was 
the  third.  Their  badge  was  a  red  necktie  presented 
by  Gen.  Custer  to  those  only  who  were  with  him 
in  his  last  battle. 

Upon  retiring  from  the  service.  Mr.  Wingrove 
found  himself  disabled  on  account  of  synovites  of 
the  left  knee,  and  is  still  obliged  to  use  crutches. 
He  has  been  a  great  sufferer  from  this  injury,  which 
was  caused  by  concussion  of  the  knee  with  a  gun 
in  a  charge  in  the  Shenaadoah  Valle3^  He  resumed 
his  studies  at  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  and  on  his  re- 
turn home  taught  one  term  of  school  in  the  winter  of 
1869-70.  At  the  age  of  twenty-two  years  he  cast 
his  lot  among  the  people  of  Northern  Kansas.  Set- 
tling in  what  is  now  Blaine  Township,  he  made  the 
acquaintance  of  Miss  Eliza  B.  Shotwell,  to  whom 
he  was  married  Dee.  3,  1873.  This  lady  was  born 
in  Battle  Creek,  Mich.,  Aug.  26,  1852,  and  came  to 
Kanssa.  with  her  parents  in  the  spring  of  1871. 
Of  her  marriage  with  our  subject  there  have 
been  born  five  children,  four  of  whom  arc  living — 
Maude,  Cora,  Harry  and  Albert  Linn.  Frances 
Ola  died  Feb.  11,  1889. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  Harrison  Win- 
grove, who  was  born  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley, 
Va.,  and  there  grew  to  man's  estate.  He  was  twice 
married,  his  second  wife  being  Mrs.  Frances  Phil- 
lips, who  became  the  mother  of  five  children,  of 
whom  Albert  was  the  second  born.  His  brother 
Charles  is  a  resident  of  Clay  Center,  and  is  rep- 
resented elsewhere  in  this  volume.  The  father  was 
a  blacksmith  by  trade,  and  has  for  many  years 
lived  at  French  Creek,  W.  Va.  Samuel  P.  Shot- 
well,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Wingrove,  was  a  native  of 
New  Jerse}^  State,  and  was  married  to  Miss  Maria 
Watson,  of  Ohio.  Later  he  removed  to  Michigan, 
and  for  some  time  was  a  leading  merchant  in  Au- 
gusta.    He  afterward  came  to  Kansas,  and   is   now 
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living  on  a  farm  in  Five  Creeks  Township,  Clay 
County;  the  mother  of  Mrs.  Wingrove  died  May  1, 
1886.  Mr.  Wingrove  is  a  member  of  Phil  Sheri- 
dan Post  No.  88.  G.  A.  R.,  of  Clay  Center,  and  is 
Quartermaster  of  the  same,  having  filled  the  office 
three  years  in  suec-ession. 


(jp^TEPHEN  BRADLEY.  One  of  the  most 
^^^  pleasant  personages  to  meet  is  a  genuine 
^1/1|  English  gentleman  of  the  old  school,  and 
Mr.  Bradley  is  a  goodly  representative  of 
such  a  character.  In  addition  to  his  genial  and  com- 
panionable qualities,  he  possesses  fine  business  abil- 
ity, is  full  of  energy,  and  in  fact  is  recognized  as 
one  of  the  most  progressive  men  of  his  community. 
He  is  engaged  in  both  farming  and  merchandising, 
having  two  stores  and  a  charming  farmstead,  the 
latter  located  a  few  miles  west  of  the  village,  and 
in  Republic  County. 

A  native  of  England,  and  born  in  Deal,  Kent 
County,  in  1842,  Mr.  Bradley  came,  in  1870,  at 
the  age  of  twenty-seven  3-ears,  to  America,  on  the 
steamship  "Java,"  of  the  Canard  Line,  landing  in 
New  York  City,  where  he  remained  one  year.  As 
a  boy,  he  attended  the  common  schools  until  twelve 
years  old,  and  then  entered  Hofwell  College,  near 
Dover,  where  he  prosecuted  his  studies  three  years 
and  was  graduated.  He  then  learned  the  miller's 
trade,  but  not  liking  the  business,  he  went  as  an 
assistant  in  the  importation  of  grain  with  his  cous- 
ins at  Dover,  England. 

When  leaving  New  York  City,  Mr.  Bradley  came 
directly  to  Washington  County,  Kan.,  and  home- 
steaded  160  acres  of  land  in  Elk  Creek  Township. 
He  experienced  the  usual  difficulties  of  life  on  the 
frontier,  and  being  short  of  means,  commenced 
teaching  the  second  season,  and  was  thus  occupied 
for  eight  consecutive  terms.  His  uncommon  in- 
dustry and  enterprise,  together  with  his  fine  mental 
abilities  made  him  at  once  a  favorite  in  his  com- 
nuinity,  while  his  readiness  to  assist  his  neighbors 
in  any  emergency,  received  due  appreciation.  Al- 
though never  calling  himself  a  preacher,  he  fre- 
(piently  officiated  as  sucli  when  there  was  a  death 
in  the  neighborhood,  reading  the  Episcopal  Burial 


Service  at  a  time  when  no  other  minister  could  be 
secured,  and  he  was  ever  readj'  to  extend  advice 
and  encouragment,  with  more  substantial  aid,  to 
those  in  need. 

While  carrying  on  the  cultivation  of  his  land  as 
rapidly  as  possible,  Mr.  Bradley  also  maintained  a 
warm  interest  in  the  growth  and  development  of 
his  adopted  township.  In  1871  he  established  his 
first  store  atBrantford,  but  sold  out  two  years  later, 
and  resumed  school  teaching.  In  1881  he  purchased 
back  the  store,  which  he  has  since  successfully  con- 
ducted, and  is  now  putting  a  large  addition  to  the 
building,  in  order  to  increase  the  facilities  for  his 
constantly  accumulating  trade.  In  1888  he  estab- 
lished a  branch  store  at  Agenda,  which  is  also  in 
a  flourishing  condition.  In  each  he  keeps  a  gene- 
ral stock  of  the  merchandise  usually  required  in 
the  village  or  country  household,  and  takes  in  ex- 
change grain  and  other  country  produce. 

Mr.  Bradley  has  performed  all  the  duties  of  an 
honest  man  and  a  good  citizen  with  one  exception 
— he  still  remains  a  bachelor.  Politically,  he  is  a 
sound  Republican,  and  friendly  to  the  Prohibition 
faction.  He  has  great  faith  in  tiie  future  of  Kan- 
sas, and  if  every  man  would  contribute  as  mucii 
toward  her  wealth  and  prosperity,  this  future  would 
be  abundantly  assured. 

Stephen  Bradley,  8r.,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  likewise  a  native  of  Kent,  England,  and  a 
miller  by  trade.  He  married  Miss  Mary  E.,  daugii- 
ter  of  John  Atkins,  the  great  smuggler,  who  at  one 
time  came  near  being  captured  on  the  high  seas^ 
and  whose  punishment  would  have  been  severe. 
At  that  time  his  men  all  left  his  ship,  and  the  man- 
of-war  which  attacked  him  shot  across  the  bow  of 
his  vessel  and  through  the  sails,  but  the  sturdy  old 
veteran  would  not  surrender.  Finally  a  friendly 
fog  intervened  between  him  and  his  pursuers,  and 
he  thus  escaped,  after  throwing  overboard  whisky 
and  other  valuable  stores.  His  life  and  acts  were 
published  afterward  under  the  caption  of  "The 
Smuggler."  He  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-one 
years,  after  marrying  the  second  time,  and  his  sec- 
ond wife  lived  to  be  eightj'  years  old.  He  .accu- 
mulated a  large  amount  of  property,  comprising  a 
large  estate,  money  and  valuables. 

To  Stephen  and   Mary  Bradley  there   was  boin  a 
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family  of  eight  children,  six  of  wliom  lived  to 
mature  years,  namely.:  Henry, Stephen,  Jr.,  Charles, 
William,  Selina  and  John.  Tiie  latter  was  the  eld- 
est born  and  died  at  the  age  of  thirty  years.  Three 
of  tiie  sons  came  to  America,  and  all  are  residents 
of  Kansas.  Stephen,  like  his  brothers  and  sisters, 
was  reared  in  the  doctrines  of  the  Episcopal  Church, 
V)ut  since  coming  to  America  he  has  been  identified 
with  the  United  Brethren. 
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ORENZO  NORRIS  is  engaged  in  general 
Clifton  Township,  Washington 
is  home  is  located  on  section 
and  1 60  broad  and  fertile  acres  make  up  the  estate. 
It  is  supplied  with  such  improvements  as  are  usually 
made  by  an  enterprising  faimer,  and  has  been  tiie 
home  of  Mr.  Norris  since  the  spring  of  1870.  He 
is  a  Canadian,  having  been  born  in  County  Elgin, 
Province  of  Ontario,  Oct.  4,  1837.  He  was  a  babe 
of  two  and  one-half  years,  when  his  father  died. 
His  widowed  mother  continued  a  resident  of  Canada 
until  1857. 

Our  subject  was  reared  in  his  native  land,  and 
there  partially  learned  his  trade  of  a  carriage  and 
wagon  carpenter.  Having  arrived  at  man's  estate, 
he  removed  to  Lena,  111.  There  he  finished  hi.s 
trade,  and  during  the  following  six  years  operated 
a  carriage-shop.  He  then,  in  1870,  came  to  Kan- 
sas, and  settled  where  he  has  since  made  his  home, 
lie  entered  a  homestead  of  160  acres,  and  for  two 
years  occupied  a  "dugout"  upon  it.  He  then  built  a 
shanty,  and  sometime  later  his  present  comfortable 
dwelling.  His  land  is  now  well-improved  and  care- 
fully cultivated. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  E.  Norris,  a  native 
of  Connecticut.  He  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native 
State,  and  there  learned  the  trade  of  a  tanner  and 
shoemaker.  In  1812,  he  enlisted  from  New  York 
State,  and  fought  under  Capt.  Kane  through  the 
second  struggle  for  American  independence.  He 
was  married  in  Schenectady,  N.  Y.,  and  after  his 
marriage  went  to  County  Elgin,  Ontario.  There 
I  e  died.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
as  was  his  wife. 

The  wife  of  E.  Norris  bore  tiie  maiden  name   of 


Sarah  McKenney.  She  was  born  in  New  York 
State,  and  there  lived  until  after  her  marriage.  Her 
grandfather,  Robert  McKenney,  Sr.,  was  an  English- 
man who  lived  for  a  number  of  years  in  Nova  Sco- 
tia, There  his  son,  Robert,  Jr.  (father  of  Mrs. 
Norris)  was  born.  Five  years  after  his  birth,  the 
family  removed  to  Virginia,  where  Mr.  McKenney, 
Sr.,  had  a  large  plantation  six  miles  square.  There 
the  senior  McKenney  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
life.  Robert,  Jr.,  enlisted  as  a  captain  in  the  Revo- 
lutionar}'  War,  and  led  his  company  against  the 
British  at  Bunker  Hill.  Some  years  later  he  re- 
moved to  County  Elgin,  Ontario,  and  there  died  at 
the  age  of  eightj'-eight.  He  was  for  years  in  re- 
ceipt of  a  pension  as  a  Revolutionary  soldier.  His 
wife,  lived  to  be  ninety-three  years  old,  dying  in 
County  Elgin.  She  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  of  Pennsylvania  Dutch  ancestry.  She  was  the 
mother  of  six  sons  and  five  daughters,  of  whom 
Mrs.  Sarah  Norris  was  the  third  child,  and  second 
daughter.  After  the  death  of  her  husband,  Mrs. 
Sarah  Norris  remained  a  widow.  In  1857,  she 
came  to  the  United  States,  settling  in  Kent  County, 
Mich.,  where  she  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven. 
She  belonged  to  a  long-lived  family,  all  her  broth- 
ers and  sisters  having  lived  to  be  nearly  four-score 
years  old.  She  had  borne  four  sons  and  three 
daughters,  all  but  one  of  whom  are  yet  living.  All 
have  been  married.  Our  subject  is  the  youngest  of 
the  family. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  was  celebrated  in 
Lena,  111.  The  bride  was  Miss  Nanc3'  Mahany, 
whose  birth  took  place  in  Stark  County,  Ohio,  Sept. 
25,1842.  Her  parents  came  to  Illinois  when  she 
was  fourteen  years  old,  locating  in  Stephenson 
County.  The  mother  died  at  Orangeville,  that 
county,  in  1867,  being  fifty-five  years  of  age.  Mr. 
Mahany  is  still  living  in  Lena,  III.,  being  now  three- 
score years  and  ten.  He  belongs  to  the  rnite<l 
Brethren  Church,  and  has  for  many  years  been  one 
of  the  pillars  of  the  organization.  His  wife  was 
also  a  member  of  the  same  church.  He  is  a  Re- 
publican, and  was  formerly  an  Abolitionist. 

Mrs.  Norris  is  an  intelligent  and  well-bred  lady, 
having  been  carefully  reared  in  her  father's  home, 
wliere  she  remained  until  her  marri.age.  .She  has 
borne  nine    children,  two  of    wlioin   are  now  de- 
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They  are  Maud  and  an  infant  unnamed. 
Of  the  survivors  all  are  at  home  except  Harry  A., 
who  is  teaching  in  Brantford  Township,  this  county. 
Those  who  still  cluster  around  the  home  fireside 
are:  Sarah  I.,  Kate  E.,  Lou  Alice,  Roy,  Charley  R., 
and  Edna. 

Mr.  Norris  indorses  the  Republican  parly  Ijy  his 
vote  and  influence.  He  and  his  wife  are  members 
of  the  Methodist  Church.  A  portrait  of  this  worthy 
citizen  and  honorable  man  accompanies  this  sketch. 


jlL  INRICH  FELDTMANN.  The  early  career 
jlfjl)  of  this  well-to-do  resident  of  Bloom  Town- 
JW^  ship,  was  one  of  more  than  ordinary  inter- 
im) est,  during  which  he  spent  several  years  on 
the  high  seas,  visiting  most  of  the  prominent  ports  of 
the  world.  In  addition  to  his  wide  experience,  he 
is  naturally  possessed  of  a  keen  observation  of 
men  and  things,  and  this  has.constituted  him  a  man 
more  than  ordinarily  well-informed.  He  has  been 
likewise  a  voluminous  reader,  and  there  are  few 
men  who  possess  a  more  varied  knowledge  of  cus- 
toms and  people  as  seen  on  both  hemispheres.  He 
was  one  of  the  early  pioneers  of  Clay  County, 
homesteading  a  tract  of  land  in  Bloom  Township 
in  1870,  to  which  he  has  added  until  he  is  now  the 
owner  of  320  acres,  from  which  he  has  improved  a 
good  farm,  embellished  by  suitable  buildings. 

Mr.  Feldtmann  was  born  in  the  Kingdom  of 
Hanover,  Jan.  12,  1844,  and  comes  of  excellent 
parentage.  His  father,  Hinrich  Feldtmann,  Sr., 
was  a  native  of  the  same  Province,  and  followed 
farming  and  teaming.  He  is  still  living,  being 
seventy-five  years  old, and  still  sojourning  near  the 
place  of  his  birth.  He  was  married  in  early  man- 
hood to  Miss  Margaret  Gossen,  likewise  a  native  of 
Hanover,  and  the  daughter  of  a  seafaring  man. 
She  became  the  mother  of  four  children  of  whom 
Hinrich,  our  subject  was  the  eldest,  and  departed 
this  life  in  1887,  when  about  eighty-seven  years 
old.  Both  she  and  her  husband  joined  the  Lu- 
theran Church  early  in  life.  Two  of  their  sons  are 
living  in  Hanover,  one  being  a  musician  and  the 
other  a   book-keeper.     The  second   son,  Ernest,  a 


sailor,  was  lost  at  sea,  during  a  storm  and  while 
reefing  a  top-sail,  being  blown  overboard.  He  was 
but  seventeen  years  old. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  received  a  good  prac- 
tical education  in  his  native  tongue,  and  at  the  age 
of  sixteen  years  he  entered  the  service  of  a  mer- 
chant vessel  and  followed  a  sailor's  life  until  com- 
ing to  America,  at  the  age  of  twenty-three  years. 
He  also  subsequently  made  a  number  of  trips  on 
the  lake  from  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  as  a  mate,  in  the 
lumber  trade.  While  making  his  headquarters  in 
the  Cream  City,  he  formed  the  acquaintance  of 
Miss  Harriet  Gepner,  to  whom  he  was  married. 
Mrs.  Feldtmann  was  born  in  Prussia,  in  1850,  and 
came  to  America  with  her  parents  in  1870,  thej- 
locating  first  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  Her  father  later 
came  to  Kansas  and  homesteaded  a  tract  of  land 
in  Clay  County,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of 
his  days,  passing  away  in  1860,  when  about  sev- 
enty-five years  old.  The  mother  is  still  living 
there  and  is  now  aged  seventy-six.  Both  became 
identified  with  the  Lutheran  Church  early  in  life. 

Eight  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Feldt- 
mann, four  of  whom,  Henry,  Arthur,  Magdalena 
and  Wilhelmina  died  from  scarlet  fever  within  a 
week.  The  survivors  ai'e  George,  who  remains  at 
home  with  his  parents;  Mar}',  a  seamstress  in  Clif- 
ton; Otto  E.  and  W.  Agnes.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Feldt- 
mann are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  in 
which  Mr.  Feldtm.ann  has  held  various  positions, 
and  is  one  of  the  chief  pillars.  In  former  years 
he  was  a  Republican,  politically,  but  is  now  a  lead- 
ing member  of  the  Union  Labor  part}'. 


^^s  HRISTOPHER  H.  KEMPER,  general  mer- 
[11  chant  at  Linn,  Washington  County,  is  one 

^^^  of  the  most  successful  and  enterprising 
j'oung  men  of  that  thriving  town.  He  is  of  Ger- 
man parentage  and  was  born  in  Franklin  Count}-, 
Mo.,  April  23,  1862.  His  common-school  educa- 
tion was  supplemented  by  an  attendance  at  the 
University  at  Columbia,  Mo.,  and  at  the  Gem  City 
Business  College  at  Quincy,  111.  He  was  graduated 
from  the  commercial  department  of  the  latter  in- 
sliition  in  September,  1886,  and  the  same  fall  came 
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to  this  place.  On  the  1st  of  January,  1887,  he 
began  business  in  co-partnership  with  E.  W.  Tate, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Tate  &  Kemper.  In  April, 
1888,  he  bought  out  his  partner's  interest,  and  has 
since  conducted  the  business  alone.  He  carries  a 
capital  stock  of  $5,000,  and  his  annual  sales  amount 
to  $15,000.  The  business  is  much  larger  tlian  it 
was  under  joint  control. 

John  T.  Kemper,  father  of  our  subject,  is  a  na- 
tive of  Lippe  Detmold,  Germany.  He  emigrated 
to  tlie  United  States  in  1845,  and  for  a  short  time 
made  his  home  in  Gasconade  County,  Mo.  He  was 
originally  employed  as  a  stone  mason,  but  during 
a  long  period  of  his  life  was  a  miller  in  Franklin 
County,  Mo.,  near  Berger.  He  is  now  residing  in 
Linn. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  bore  the  name  of 
Henrietta  Schroeder;  she  was  first  married  to  Henry 
Tugel,  by  wliom  she  had  four  children.  One,  Jose- 
phine is  still  living  and  is  the  wife  of  William 
lirueggeman.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Kemper  four 
children  were  born,  our  subject  being  the  youngest. 
The  others  were  named  respectively,  John,  Lowina 
and  Emelia.  John  married  Katie  IIadah,and  lives 
in  Berger,  JNIo. ;  he  has  four  children — William, 
Alice,  Josephine  and  Edwin.  Lowina  married  Au- 
gust Beile,  of  Myers  Store,  near  Berger,  Mo.;  she 
lias  one  child — Clara. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  was  married, 
Nov.  17,  1887,  to  Miss  Eliza  Lehman.  This  intel- 
ligent and  estimable  lady  is  a  daughter  of  the  Rev. 
Peter  Lehman,  now  deceased ;  she  has  borne  her 
husband  one  child,  named  Harry.  Mr.  Kemper  is 
one  of  the  most  intelligent  and  honorable  citizens 
of  Linn,  and  great  confidence  is  placed  in  him  by 
his  fellow-citizens.  He  lias  a  bright  future  before 
him  both  financially  and  socially.  He  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  the  United  Evangelical  Church. 


^  I'DLEY  ATKINS,  editor  and  proprietor  of 
the  Leader,  of  Randolph,  Riley  County, 
was  born  in  Northfield,  Minn.,  Aug.  7, 
1868,  and  is  a  son  of  Francis  H.  and  Sa- 
rah E.  (Edmunds)  Atkins,  both  of  whom  now  live 
at  Las  Veg.is.  New  Mexico.   Tlic  fatlier  was  born  in 


the  city  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  and  the  mother  in  the 
South  of  England.  They  were  married  in  North- 
field,  Minn.  Francis  H.  Atkins  is  a  physician  and 
surgeon  of  repute,  a  graduate  of  both  Harvard  and 
Columbia  Colleges.  In  the  former  he  studied 
chemistry  and  in  the  latter  medicine. 

During  the  Civil  War  the  father  of  our  subject 
served  nine  mouths  in  the  45th  Massachusetts  In- 
fantry, and  being  discharged  was  commissioned 
Surgeon  in  the  navy.  He  was  with  the  fleet  in  the 
attack  on  Mobile,  and  was  on  the  flag-ship  with 
Farragut  in  the  attack  on  New  Orleans  at  the  time 
of  its  capture.  He  served  until  the  close  of  the 
war,  after  which  he  established  himself  in  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession  at  Northfield,  Minn.,  living 
in  that  city  five  years.  During  part  of  this  time 
he  was  Professor  of  Chemistry  in  Carlton  College. 
His  war  experience  had  given  him  a  taste  for  mili- 
tary life,  however,  and  he  procured  a  commission 
as  Surgeon  in  the  regular  army  and  was  at  various 
posts  on  the  frontier  until  1884,  when  he  resigned 
his  commission  and  settled  at  his  present  place  of 
residence,  where  he  is  actively  engaged  in  tlie  prac- 
tice of  his  profession. 

Dr.  Atkins  has  profited  by  bis  varied  experiences 
and  great  opportunities,  and  bears  the  n.ime  of  a 
most  skillful  and  successful  practitioner  in  surgery 
as  well  as  medicine.  He  is  one  of  the  best-read  men 
in  the  Territory,  and  especially  in  the  science  of 
medicine  lie  keeps  fully  up  to  the  requirements  and 
developments  of  his  profession.  A  man  of  great 
generosity  and  benevolence,  he  has  pursued  a 
strict! }•  moral  and  upright  life,  and  he  is  a  believer 
in  tlie  doctrines  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  Though 
not  a  politician  in  the  sense  of  desiring  office,  he  is 
a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Democratic  party.  Fran- 
cis and  Sarah  Atkins  are  the  parents  of  four  chil- 
dren, viz:  Virginia,  Beatrice  and  Emerson  living 
under  the  same  roof,  and  Dudley,  of  this  sketch. 

Dudley  Atkins  has,  in  consequence  of  his  father's 
constant  removal  from  post  to  post  while  in  the 
military  service,  spent  rather  a  wandering  life.  His 
early  education  was  obtained  mostly  at  home,  but  he 
attended  school  at  various  places  as  opjiortunity 
offered.  In  due  time  he  entered  the  Kansas  State 
Agricultural  College  at  Manhattan,  and  there  spent 
a  year  and  a  half.     His  first  business  venture  w.as 
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the  pure-base  of  the  Riley  Times  from  McDonald 
Bros.,  in  December,  1888.  which  he  sold  in  Septem- 
ber, 1889,  to  South  wick  Bros.,  after  which  he 
founded  the  Leader.  Since  then  he  has  given  his 
entire  time  and  attention  to  his  paper  and  is  mak- 
ing a  good  Republican  local  journal,  striving  earn- 
estly to  benefit  the  town  in  which  he  made  his 
home.  The  circulation  of  his  wide-awake  paper 
steadily  increases  and  he  enjoys  a  fair  advertising 
patronage.  He  has  a  job  printing  department  in 
connection  with  his  office,  which  is  a  great  conve- 
nience to  the  business  men  of  Randolph  and  vicin- 
ity. Mr.  Atkins  is  a  young  man  of  integrity  and 
entitled  to  the  united  and  hearty  support  of  the 
communit}'  for  which  he  is  a  faithful  worker. 


^-^ 


Jw;  OB  B.  TEBO.  The  most  correct  idea  of  the 
I'  true  character  of  Mr.  Tebo,  perhaps  may  be 
I:  gained  from  a  statement  of  the  fact  that 
r  since  early  manhood  he  has  never  purchased 
a  dollar's  worth  of  goods  on  time,  and  has  never 
borrowed  any  money  upon  which  he  was  required 
to  pay  interest.  As  he  is  a  man  naturally  possessing 
great  enterprise  and  energy,  it  is  not  surprising 
that  now,  at  the  age  of  fifty-three  years,  he  is  the 
owner  of  a  good  property  and  surrounded  with  all 
of  the  comforts  and  many  of  the  luxuries  of  life. 
The  biographer  finds  him  proprietor  of  a  valuable 
farm  on  section  12,  in  Grant  Township,  Washington 
County,  embellished  with  substantial  modern  build- 
ings and  all  the  other  appliances  of  the  well-regu- 
lated country  estate.  His  present  residence,  com- 
pleted in  1885,  is  a  double  weatherboarded  frame 
structure,  the  main  part  24x32  feet  in  dimensions, 
a  story  and  a  half  high,  with  a  one  story  "  L,'"  fin- 
ished and  furnished  in  modern  style.  The  barn 
and  other  outbuildings  arc  amply  adapted  to  the 
shelter  of  stock  and  the  storage  of  grain.  The 
farm  machinery  includes  an  extensive  windmill, 
which  conveys  water  to  whatever  point  needed  from 
an  inexhaustible  well,  ninety-six  feet  deep.  The 
land  to  the  extent  of  100  acres  is  under  the  plow 
and  well  fenced.  Adjacent  to  the  residence  is  an 
apple  orchard  of  200  trees,  mostly  in  good  bearing 
condition,  while  the  family  enjoy  other    fruits    in 


their  season — apricots,  cherries,  peaches,  dewberries 
and  other  varieties,  manj-  of  the  trees  of  which 
were  transported  from  the  old  home  in  Illinois. 
The  farm  is  surrounded  by  a  row  of  trees,  and  two 
groves  furnish  wood  and  timber  for  all  purposes. 

Mr.  Tebo  was  born  east  of  the  Mississippi,  in 
Decatur  County.  Ind.,  April  24,  183G.  Three 
years  later  his  parents  removed  to  Brown  County, 
111.,  settling  near  Ripley,  where  Job  B.  was  reared 
to  manhood  on  a  farm  and  acquired  his  education  in 
the  subscription  school.  An  accident  crippled  him 
in  his  boyhood,  and  although  after  the  outbreak  of 
the  Civil  War  he  was  desirous  of  entering  the  ser- 
vice, upon  examination  he  was  rejected.  In  the 
meantime,  when  a  jouth  of  nineteen  j^ears,  he  was 
married,  Aug.  16,  1856,  to  Miss  Mary  M.  Alex- 
ander, who  had  been  his  playmate  from  his  bo}-- 
hood,  and  who  lived  within  a  half  mile  of  his  old 
home  in  childhood.  For  this  maiden  he  cherished 
a  very  warm  affection.  He  remembers  the  time 
wh^n  he  first  saw  her,  when  she  was  but  one  year 
old  and  he  was  five.  Mr.  Tebo  also  has  a  good 
memory  upon  other  points.  Although  but  three 
years  old  when  his  family  removed  to  Mt.  Sterling, 
111.,  he  distinctly  remembers  the  daj-,  probably  be- 
cause it  was  snowing  hard,  and  the  family,  in  a 
covered  wagon,  wished  to  have  the  cover  down, 
while  Job  B.  insisted  upon  looking  out. 

The  Tebo  family  sojourned  in  Brown  County, 
111.,  until  April,  1870,  when  they  came  to  this 
State.  The  parents  of  our  subject  were  George  and 
Nancy  (Brockman)  Tebo,  the  mother  being  a 
daughter  of  Job  and  Elsie  Brockman,  of  Kentucky. 
Grandmother  Brockman  lived  to  the  advanced  age 
of  ninety  years,  spending  her  last  days  in  Indiana. 
She  had  inherited  a  number  of  slaves  from  her 
father's  estate  while  in  Kentucky,  and  freed  them 
as  soon  as  they  became  of  age.  The  Tebos  were 
from  Virginia,  and  the  paternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject  carried  a  musket  during  the  Revolutionary 
War.  Mrs.  Tebo  is  the  daughter  of  John  and 
Lucy  (Batson)  Alexander.  Her  parents  died  when 
she  was  quite  small,  and  she  was  taken  into  the 
home  of  her  maternal  grandfather,  John  Batson,  of 
Tennessee,  who  later  removed  to  Brown  County, 
111. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  came  to  AVashington 
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County,  Kan.,  witli  his  wife  and  four  children,  in 
1870,  arriving  in  Grant  Township  on  the  25th  of 
April.  The  journey'  was  made  from  Illinois  in  a 
two-horse  wagon,  and  the}'  settled  upon  a  rented 
farm,  which  Mr.  Tebo  operated  two  years,  prefer- 
ring to  do  this  rather  tiian  to  purchase  until  he 
should  determine  whether  he  liked  the  country. 
The  result  was  satisfactory,  and  in  1872  he  pur- 
chased a  homestead  claim,  for  which  he  paid  $175, 
after  making  three  trips,  about  150  miles  west  and 
south,  to  look  for  a  better  location.  Four  acres  of 
this  had  been  broken,  and  the  only  other  improve- 
ment was  a  sod  dugout  in  the  side  of  a  bill,  in 
which  the  family  lived  for  six  months.  Frequently 
they  could  hear  rattlesnakes  over  their  heads.  The 
first  summer,  while  breaking  prairie,  Mr.  Tebo 
killed  sixteen  rattlers.  When  raining,  the  water 
and  dirt  would  all  come  down  together  over  and 
into  the  dugout,  covering  everything  with  a  thick 
mud.  Upon  the  rented  place  there  was  a  log-house 
with  a  clapboard  roof,  many  of  the  boards  of  which 
had  been  blown  away,  while  others  had  warped  so 
that  the  rain  and  snow  came  in  without  hindrance. 
Sometimes  the  family  waked  up  in  the  morning 
and  found  three  or  four  inches  of  snow  on  the  bed. 
In  1873  Mr.  Tebo  put  up  a  rough  but  comfortable 
log  house,  14x16  feet,  and  this  be  occupied  until 
1885,  when  it  was  abandoned  for  the  present 
comfortable  dwelling. 

There  were  horii  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tebo  seven 
children,  two  of  whom  died  in  infancy:  John  B., 
the  eldest  living,  is  married  and  the  father  of  one 
child;  he  operates  a  farm  two  and  one-half  miles 
southwest  of  Haddam.  William  H.  occupied  him- 
self as  a  teacher  until  after  his  marriage,  and  is 
now  living  on  a  farm  three  miles  south  of  his  pres- 
ent residence.  Mary  is  the  wife  of  James  Cramer, 
formerly  of  Washington  Countj',  this  State,  and 
they  live  on  a  farm  adjoining  this  county  in  Ne- 
braska; they  liave  four  children.  Lulu  is  the  wife 
of  M.  G.  TotLen,  who  owns  a  farm  of  eighty  acres, 
t!n-ee  miles  south  of  the  Tebo  homestead,  and  160 
acres  in  Rollins  County;  they  have  two  children. 
Houston  A.  remains  at  home  with  his  parents. 

Mr.  Tebo,  politically,  supports  the  principles  of 
tlie  Republican  party,  although  reared  a  Democrat, 
and  lakes  an  active  interest  in   local    affairs.     He 


I  has  been  a  member  of  the  School  Board  for  thir- 
j  teen  years,  served  as  Township  Trustee  two  terms, 
j  and  is  Township  Clerk.  Botii  he  and  his  estimable 
,  wife  are  members  of  the  Christian  Church,  attend- 
j  ing  services  at  Blocker  school-house.  Mr.  Tebo  is 
j  a  favorite  both  in  social  and  business  circles,  and 
I  enjoys  a  wide  acquaintance  in  Grant  Township,  by 
whose  citizens  he  is  held  in  marked  esteem. 

'if^  HARLES  T.  DICKY,  Postmaster  at  Paral- 
(l(  lei,    in     Lincoln    Township,     Washington 

^^f)  County,  in  addition  to  the  duties  of  this 
office,  conducts  a  store  of  general  merchandise  and 
is  a  man  known  to  nearly  everyone  in  his  commu- 
nity. He  is  a  leading  spirit  in  the  Republican 
party  in  this  section,  and  an  active  member  of  the 
Methodist  lipiscopal  Church.  He  is  essentially  a 
Western  man,  having  been  born  in  Dickeysville, 
Grant  Co.,  Wis.,  Feb.  7,  1852,  and  is  the  son  of 
Charles  Dicky,  a  native  of  Stewartville,  Warren 
Co..  N.  Y. 

Charles  Dicky  was  born  Sept.  24,  1812,  and  was 
one  of  two  brothers  who  were  orphaned  liy  the 
death  of  both  parents  when  quite  youtfg.  They 
remained  in  the  Empire  State  until  approaching 
manhood,  then  struck  out  for  Illinois,  and  there 
Charles  was  left  alone  in  the  world  by  the  death  of 
his  brother.  He  remained  in  Illinois  until  about 
1850,  then  removed  to  Grant  County,  Wis.,  where 
he  embarked  in  general  merchandising;  became 
prominent  in  the  community  and  held  the  various 
township  offices.  He  supported  the  Republican 
imrty  after  its  organization,  and  after  the  outbreak 
of  the  Civil  War  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Company 
I,  10th  Illinois  Infantry.  He  participated  in  the 
battles  of  Perryville  and  Chattanooga,  and  after 
the  expiration  of  his  term  ot  enlistment  received 
his  honorable  discharge  and  returned  home  in  safe- 
ty to  his  family.  In  1872  he  came  to  Kansas,  lo- 
cating in  Phillips  Countj-,  of  which  he  is  still  a 
resident. 

Charles  Dicky  was  married  to  Miss  Louisa  R. 
Johnson,  a  native  of  St.  Clair  Counts .  111.,  the 
daughter  of  John  W.  and  Mary  E.  Johnson,  wjio 
are  deceased.    They  were  meml)ers  of  the  Method i.st 
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Episcopal  Church.  Mrs.  Dicky  was  born  Dec. 
24, 1 824,  and  with  lier  husband  is  still  living.  Both 
are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
They  had  a  famil}-  of  seven  children,  the  date  of 
whose  births  we  record  as  follows:  Mary  E.  was 
born  in  Monroe  County,  111.,  April  25,  1845;  Mon- 
terey was  born  Oct.  31,  1846;  Saniantha  C,  Aug. 
17,  1848;  Charles  T.,  Feb.  7,  1852;  John  W.,  May 
3,  1855;  Costellas  A.,  Oct.  27,  1856;  Harriet  M., 
March  27,  1866. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  fourth  child  of 
the  parental  family  and  spent  his  first  years  in  the 
Badger  State,  w^hcre  he  was  reared  and  educated. 
He  followed  various  pursuits  until  June,  1872, 
when  he  came  to  Kansas  with  his  father,  and  there- 
after was  engaged  in  farming  until  1880.  That 
year  he  came  to  Washington  County,  and  purchased 
ten  acres  of  land  on  section  34,  Lincoln  Township, 
where  he  now  lives.  That  same  year  he  opened 
up  his  store  and  is  now  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  good 
patronage. 

Mr.  Dicky  assumed  marriage  ties  March  18, 
1874,  the  bride  being  Miss  Annie  L.,  daughter  of 
Olaf  and  Louisa  Anderson.  Mrs.  Dicky  was  born 
in  Stockholm,  Sweden,  Dec.  23,  1857,  and  came  to 
America  with  her  parents  in  1870.  They  sought 
the  Frfr  West  and  located  in  Washington  County, 
this  State,  where  the  father  is  still  living.  Tlie 
mother  died  in  1884.  Of  this  union  there  have 
been  born  five  children.  The  first  died  iu  infancy; 
Freddie,  was  born  April  1,  1876;  Lottie  E.,  Dec.  6, 
1879;Siona  L.,  Aug.  27,  1882,  and  Marion  A.,  May 
15,  1888.  Mr.  Dicky  received  his  appointment  as 
Postmaster  in  1881,  and  is  discharging  its  duties  in 
a  manner  creditable  to  himself  and  satisfactory  to 
its  people. 


"Il  AMES  F.  (iARDNER  was  an  early  pioneer 
I  of  Riley  County,  and  to  him  belongs  the 
I  distinction  of  having  been  the  first  Marshal 
(j^/y  of  Manhattan.  He  is  a  veteran  of  the  late 
war,  and  as  an  honorable  member  of  a  Massachu- 
setts regiment  he  did  valiant  service  on  many  a 
a  hotly  contested  battlefield,  and  as  a  patriotic, 
loyal  soldier,  he  did  his  share  toward  preserving 
the  integrity  of  our  Union.     He  is  now  managing 


an  extensive  ice  business  in  Manhattan,  owning 
large  stone  store-houses  for  the  storage  of  ice  on  the 
bank  of  the  Blue  River. 

Mr.  Gardner  was  born  in  that  part  of  Meigs 
County  now  included  in  Cheshire  County,  Ohio, 
Sept.  9.  1818.  His  father,  James  F.  Gardner,  was 
a  native  of  Rhode  Island,  and  from  the  best  in- 
formation at  hand,  is  supposed  to  have  been  a  de- 
scendant of  one  of  three  brothers  that  were  early 
settlers  of  Long  Island.  In  early  life  he  went  to 
live  with  an  uncle  in  Rensselaer  County,  N.  Y. 
For  a  time  after  marriage  he  resided  in  Chenango 
County,  and  then  removed  to  Ohio  about  1814, 
and  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Meigs  Count}-,  the 
removal  being  made  with  a  flat-boat  down  the  Alle- 
ghany and  Ohio  rivers.  He  took  part  in  the  War 
of  1812,  and  his  life  was  not  of  long  duration  after 
that,  it  being  brought  to  a  close  in  August,  1818, 
while  in  its  prime.  The  maiden  name  of  the  mother 
of  our  subject  was  Ann  Ireland,  and  her  birthplace 
was  Catacook,  Rensselaer  Co.,  N.  Y.  B.y  the  death 
of  her  husband  she  was  left  with  three  children,  the 
eldest  but  nine  years  of  age,  and  being  without 
means  to  support  them,  they  had  to  go  to  live  with 
other  people  until  she  could  provide  for  them.  She 
married  a  second  time  in  York  State,  becoming  the 
wife  of  Jesse  Mulford,  of  Albany  County,  N.  Y., 
where  she  lived  raanj'  years.  She  came  to  Man- 
hattan and  spent  her  last  days  in  this  cit3'. 

Our  subject  was  very  small  when  the  deatli  of  his 
father  deprived  him  of  his  care  and  of  a  home,  for 
he  had  to  live  with  strangers.  He  continued  in 
Ohio  until  he  was  twelve  years  old,  and  then  iiis 
mother  took  him  to  her  home  in  Albany  County-. 
N.  Y.,  to  live  witii  her.  Whea  he  was  eighteen  he 
went  to  Gardner,  Mass.,  and  there  learned  how  to 
make  chairs,  and  followed  that  occupation  in  that 
town  three  or  four  years.  After  that  he  returned 
to  his  native  Ohio,  and  for  two  years  was  engaged 
in  steamboating  on  tlie  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers. 
Then  we  again  find  him  in  Massachusetts,  this  time 
working  at  tlie  carpenter's  trade  in  Gardner  and 
I  Fitchburg  until  1856.  In  that  year  he  came  to 
Kansas,  traveling  by  rail  to  Jefferson  Citj',  Mo., 
j  then  the  western  terminus  of  the  railway,  and  from 
I  there  by  steamer  to  Leavenworth,  and  thence  on 
foot  to   Manhattan.     He  soon  found  work  at  his 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


trade  here,  ancV  became  identifier!  with  the  puhlie 
life  of  the  eit}-  in  1857,  being  appointed  Marshal- 
of  the  citj-,  the  first  to  hoUl  tiiat  office  here,  and 
while  he  was  an  incumbent  of  the  office,  law  and 
order  reigned  supreme.  In  the  fall  of  1857,  Mr. 
Gardner  returned  to  Massachusetts,  and  was  busilj- 
engaged  at  his  trade  in  that  State  when  the  war 
broke  out.  In  September,  1861,  he  laid  down  the 
saw  and  hammer,  to  take  up  arms  in  his  country's 
defense,  and  had  his  name  enrolled  among  those  of 
the  brave  volunteers  that  composed  the  25^1  Massa- 
chusetts regiment,  he  being  a  member  of  Company 
F.  Our  subject  served  with  fidelity  the  three 
years  for  which  he  was  enlisted,  and  was  then  hon- 
orably discharged,  the  perils  and  terrible  hardships 
of  life  on  Southern  battlefields  having  told  some- 
what on  his  vigorous  constitution,  and  making  him 
glad  to  return  to  the  peace  and  quietness  of  his  old 
home  where  a  fond  wife  and  loved  children  anx- 
iously awaited  his  return.  He  bore  an  honorable 
part  in  twenty-one  engagements.  Including  the  bat- 
tles of  Cold  Harbor.  Bermuda  Hundred,  Peters- 
burg, Roanoke  Island,  Newburn,  and  Norfolk.  At 
Cold  Harbor,  700  gallant  men  of  his  regiment  went 
into  battle,  and  of  these,  before  the  awful  carnage 
was  over,  all  but  eighty  were  killed,  wounded  or 
missing.  Our  subject  was  wounded  in  that  battle 
June  3,  1864,  and  did  not  again  join  his  regiment 
before  his  discharge.  After  leaving  the  army,  Mr. 
Gardner  lived  in  Massachusetts  until  1866,  when 
he  came  once  more  to  Kansas,  and  has  ever  since 
been  a  resident  of  the  State.  There  was  no  railway 
here  until  that  year,  and  he  took  a  contract  to  carry 
the  mail  from  Manhattan  to  Irving,  forty  miles 
distant,  employing  his  son  to  drive  for  him,  while 
he  attended  to  his  claim  in  Grant  Township  that 
he  had  taken  under  the  provisions  of  the  home- 
stead law,  and  after  getting  a  clear  title  to  the  land 
he  commenced  its  improvement,  and  made  his  home 
there  five  years.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time  he 
came  to  Manhattan,  established  himself  in  the  ice 
business,  and  has  ever  since  been  engaged  in  it 
very  profitably,  building  stone  houses  with  a  capa- 
city of  20,000  tons  for  the  storage  of  his  ice. 

Mr.  Gardner  was  married  in  1846,  to  Miss  Sarah 
Mulford,  a  native  of  Watervliet.  Albany  Co..  N. 
Y.     She  bore  him  seven  children:  Alarcia.  wife  of 
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Fred  Houghton,  of  Manhattan;  Mary,  wife  of  Lew 
W.  Boggs,  of  Manhattan;  George,  a  resident  of 
Riley  County;  Charles,  also  a  resident  of  Riley 
County;  Edward  F.  M.;  the  latter  residing  in 
Texas.  Two  are  deceased.  After  an  unclouded 
wedded  life  of  more  than  forty  years,  Mrs.  Gardner 
was  removed  by  the  hand  of  death,  July  26,  1887, 
from  the  home  that  she  had  cheered  and  blessed  for 
so  many  years,  and  a  large  circle  of  friends  mourned 
with  the  bereaved  family  for  the  loss  of  one  who 
had  so  well  fulfilled  her  duties  as  wife,  mother  and 
friend. 

An  early  settler  of  Jlanhattan,  Mr.  Gardner  saw 
it  when  it  was  in  its  first  stages,  a  ipere  hamlet  in  a 
wild,  sparsely  inhabited  region;  coming  back  to  it 
after  the  war  he  could  note  the  progress  it  had 
made  since  he  first  set  foot  within  its  bounds; 
identifying  himself  later  with  its  business  interests, 
lie  has  witnessed  the  remainder  of  its  development 
to  its  present  condition  as  a  well-built,  well-gov- 
erned, wealthy,  flourishing  metropolis,  and  it  must 
be  a  satisfaction  to  him  that  he  has  contributed  his 
share  to  bringing  about  this  great  change.  He  is 
a  man  of  strong  common  Sense,  sound  discrimina- 
tion, liberal  in  his  views  and  acts,  and  his  course  as 
a  man  in  the  various  relations  of  life,  as  a  patriotic 
citizen  in  times  of  war  and  peace,  and  as  a  business 
man  has  always  been  commendable,  and  the  high 
position  that  he  occupies  in  this  communitj',  is  un- 
assailable. He  has  always  taken  a  lively  interest 
in  politics,  and  in  early  life  lent  his  influence  to  the 
Free-soil  party,  and  later  to  the  Republican  party. 


J'^OIIN  J.  SMITH,  who  is  associated  with  his 
i  father  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  A.  G. 
I  Smith  &  Son,  nurserymen  of  Clay  Center, 
'  is  prosperously  situated,  and  has  before  him 
the  promise  of  a  successful  and  happy  life.  He  is 
the  owner  of  the  fine  40-acre  lot,  on  which  the 
southeastern  part  of  the  nursery  stands.  In  it  are 
to  be  found  all  choice  varieties  of  fruits,  suitable 
to  this  climate,  and  the  best  kinds  of  pears,  cherries, 
apples,  etc.,  may  all  be  obtained  there  during  the 
fruit  .season.  Every  year  lie  raises  on  his  estate 
100,000  apple  trees  as  tine  as  can  be  seen  anywhere. 
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besides  small  fruits  of  all  kinds.  He  has  a  wind- 
mill with  connections  and  tank,  so  that  it  can  be 
used  for  all  purposes. 

As  may  be  ascertained  by  reference  to  the  sketch 
of  A.  G.  Smith,  our  subject  is  the  only  son  of  Alfred 
G.  and  Laura  (Esty)  Smith,  the  former  a  native  of 
Richford,  Vt.,  and  the  latter  of  Canada.  John  J. 
'  was  one  of  four  children  born  to  them,  of  whom 
three  are  now  livins;,  and  one,  Emma,  is  deceased. 
He  of  whom  we  write  was  born  in  Richford,  Vt., 
May  1,  1860,  and  is  therefore  scarcely  thirty  years 
of  age.  He  received  a  practical  education,  such  as 
fitted  him  for  the  responsibilities  of  life  and  pre- 
pared him  for  the  active  duties  of  citizenship.  In 
due  time  he  founded  a  home  of  his  own,  when  he 
was  united  in  the  bonds  of  wedlock  with  Etta 
Foster,  of  Clay  Center,  by  whom  he  has  two  chil- 
dren, Orin  Roy  and  Estella.  Our  subject  and  his 
wife  occupy  prominent  positions,  socialij',  and  are 
welcomed  into  the  best  society  of  their  community. 


4-^ 


^^HOMAS  HANNAGAN,  an  intelligent  and 
1^^^  popular  citizen  of  Riley  County,  resides 
^^0'  with  his  family  in  their  beautiful  home  oh 
section  8,  Ogden  Township.  Their  present  pros- 
perity is  an  admirable  illustration  of  what  "  brain 
and  brawn  "  can  accomplish  when  united,  as  they 
have  been  in  this  household.  No  other  capital  was 
possessed  by  the  subject  of  this  notice  than  what 
was  in  his  clear  head  and  strong  hands,  yet  bj'  dil- 
igent labor  and  wise  economy  he  has  accumulated 
a  sufficient  share  of  this  world's  goods  to  place  him 
in  comfortable  circumstances  during  the  remainder 
of  his  life. 

County  Cork,  Ireland,  was  the  early  tram|)ing- 
giound  of  Joseph  Hannagan,  the  fatlier  of  our  sub- 
ject, and  there  he  learned  the  trade  of  a  black- 
smith. Early  in  the  twenties  he  emigrated  to 
America  and  secured  work  on  the  first  railroad  ever 
built  in  the  United  States.  Finding  himself  in  a 
position  to  support  a  family  he  took  a  wife  and 
trusted  to  have  a  long  life  of  marital  felicity,  but 
the  angel  of  death  entered  his  happy  home  and  took 
hence  the  wife  and  three  children  that  had  come  to 
them  in  the  meanwhile.     This  was  a  sad  blow,  but 


time  healed  his  trouble  and  he  again  mated  himself 
to  a  lady,  and  once  more  launched  his  bark  on  the 
sea  of  matrimony.  The  second  marriage  took  place 
in  Maryland  about  the  year  1833,  the  lady's  name 
being  Miss  Leonora  Berry,  a  native  of  County 
Cork,  Ireland.  They  were  an  enterprising  couple 
and  instead  of  settling  down  on  the  place  as  was 
the  usual  custom  they  followed  the  railroads  which 
were  being  constructed,  Mr.  Hannagan  being  em- 
ployed by  them  at  his  trade  of  blacksmithing. 

For  about  twelve  years  they  pursued  this  course ; 
then  Mr.  Hannagan  opened  a  shop  for  himself  in 
Berkshire  County,  Mass.,  and  remained  there  till 
1847,  then  removed  to  IMcHenry  County,  111.  While 
a  resident  of  the  latter  place  he  died  from  the  effects 
of  a  blow  received  from  a  fence  stake  in  the  hands 
of  a  neighbor.  After  that  sad  event,  his  widow 
made  her  hojne  with  her  married  children,  living 
the  principal  part  of  the  time  with  the  subject  of 
this  sketch.  She  was  a  lovely  old  lady  and  lived  a 
life  of  usefulness  and  Christian  charity.  Her  death, 
which  occurred  in  1882,  left  a  vacant  chair  in  the 
household  of  Thomas  Hannagan  that,  although  it 
can  never  again  be  filled  with  the  form  of  the  dear 
old  grandma,  ma^'  yet  serve  as  a  reminder  of  the 
words  of  wise  counsel  that  were  wont  to  fall  from 
the  lips  of  one  now  in  the  paradise  of  the  blessed. 
The  parental  family  embraced  fourteen  children, 
four  of  whom  are  now  living.  Our  subject  was  the 
second  child  and  was  born  Feb.  22,  1836,  in  Paw- 
tucket,  R.  I.  His  youth  was  spent  in  Berkshire 
County,  Mass.,  where  he  received  a  common  school 
education.  He  was  a  bright  pupil  and  made  the 
most  of  his  opportunities,  hence  succeeded  in  ac- 
quiring a  first-class  elementary  education  by  the 
time  it  was  necessary  to  go  out  in  the  world  and 
begin  the  battle  of  life  for  himself.  When  seven- 
teen 3'ears  of  age  he  was  apprenticed  to  a  black- 
smith iu  Chicago,  111.,  to  learn  the  trade.  He  con- 
tinued at  that  for  the  entire  seven  years  that  were 
required  in  those  days  to  entitle  one  to  be  consid- 
ered perfect  in  all  branches  of  the  trade.  When 
his  term  of  apprenticeship  had  expired  he  jour- 
neyed to  Ogle  Count}-,  111.,  where  he  remained  seven 
years.  Not  being  entirely  satisfied,  he  took  up  his 
belongings  and  started  westward  reaching  Kansas 
in  June,  1868.     After  looking  over  the  countrj^  a 
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little  he  located  in  the  place  where  he  now 
In  the  fall  of  that  year  he  went  to  Junction  City 
where  he  worked  at  his  trade  till  the  following 
July.  He  has  followed  his  trade  at  Ft.  Riley  for 
eleven  years  working  for  the  United  States  Quarter- 
master. 

July  4th,  18G1.  was  a  memorable  date  in  the  life 
of  Mr.  Ilannagan.  as  he  then  passed  from  a  bache- 
lor to  a  benedict.  The  lady  who  henceforth  was  to 
journey  through  life  with  hira,  was  Miss  Isabella 
Johnston,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Mar}'  (Stewart) 
Johnston,  residents  of  Waukesha  County,  Wis., 
where,  at  their  death,  their  remains  were  interred  to 
await  the  resurrection  morn.  They  were  Scotch 
people  and  were  the  parents  of  eight  children  of 
whom  Mrs.  Hannagan  was  the  second  in  order  of 
birth.  She  was  born  in  Dumfries,  Scotland,  Nov. 
1.5,  1839.  Although  a  sufferer  for  many  years  from 
that  distressing  and  troublesome  disease,  asthma, 
INIrs.  Hannagan  retains  the  sweet  and  sunny  dispo- 
sition of  her  youthful  days  and  is  a  blessing  to  her 
family  and  the  neighborhood,  to  whom  she  is  en- 
deared by  her  many  acts  of  kindness  and  charity. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hannagan  are  the  parents  of  nine 
children,  two  girls  and  seven  boys.  Four  of  the 
children  have  taken  up  their  abode  in  the  land 
of  perpetual  summer,  and  the  others  continue 
to  reside  on  this  mundane  sphere,  cheerfullj'  and 
faithfully  performing  the  duties  of  life.  They  are: 
Ella  Leonora,  wife  of  Edward  Ryan,  of  Lincoln 
County,  Kan.,  and  mother  of  three  boys;  George  J., 
Thomas  D.,  James  M.  and  William  H.  are  all  at 
home.  Mr.  Hannagan  and  his  family  are  devoted 
members  of  the  Catholic  Church  of  Ogden,  and  he 
is  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  a  position 
which  he  has  filled  for  the  last  seven  years.  He 
has  been  Road  Overseer  two  terras  and  Clerk  of  the 
School  District  of  Ogden  for  some  time.  While 
the  family  were  residents  of  Ogle  County,  111.,  Mr. 
Hannagan  was  a  member  of  the  Lodge  of  Good 
Templars,  an  organization  which  has  not  yet  been 
founded  in  Ogden. 

The  home  farm  of  our  subject  comprises  200 
acres  of  good  land,  all  under  cultivation  and  other- 
wise improved.  He  also  owns  280  acres  in  Geary 
County  (formerly  Davis  County).  There  are  three 
houses  on  the  home  farm,  in  one  of  which,  a  pretty 


dwelling  situated  one  and  one,half  mile  east  of 
Ogden,  the  family  is  living  in  the  enjoyment  of  all 
the  comforts  and  conveniences  of  modern  life.  A 
view  of  this  typical  country  home  appears  elsewhere 
in  this  volume.  They  have  a  fine  orchard  of  sixty 
trees  and  all  kinds  of  small  fruit; also  about  eighty 
head  of  cattle;  nine  of  horses,  and  sixteen  hogs. 
The  family  is  deeply  interested  in  educational  mat- 
ters and  is  always  ready  to  promote  the  instruction 
of  the  youth  of  the  community  in  every  legitimate 
way.  Mr.  Hannagan  is  conservative  in  politics 
and  votes  the  Democratic  ticket. 

|fL_^  ON.  JAMES  M.  HOOD,  part  proprietor  of 
W)ii  tlie  Hanover  Demoerat,  and  an  ex-member 
3^^  of  the  Iowa  Legislature,  is  recognized  as 
(^;  one  of  the  leading  citizens  and  business 
men  of  Hanover  Township,  Washington  Count}', 
to  which  he  came  in  1878,  and  assumed  the  publi- 
cation of  the  Democrat  in  connection  with  D.  O. 
Munger.  In  1882  he  was  appointed  by  Gov.  Gliek 
one  of  the  State  House  Commissioners,  and  subse- 
quently, on  the  accession  of  the  Cleveland  admin- 
istration, was  appointed  Postmaster  at  Hanover.  In 
other  words,  he  went  out  under  Buchanan,  in  1860. 
as  Postmaster,  and  came  in  under  Mr.  Cleveland, 
in  1885.  He  has  always  been  a  Democrat,  but  a 
Union  man;  is  now  sixt3'-two  years  old  and  run- 
ning a  Democratic  paper.  For  a  period  of  seven 
years  he  was  telegraph  operator  on  the  Wabash  <fe 
Erie  Canal,  learning  the  art  in  1852,  and  being  one 
of  the  very  first  men  to  acquire  this  in  the  West. 
The  subject  of  this  notice  was  born  Nov.  18, 
1827,  in  Vermilion  County,  Ind.  His  father, 
Thomas  Hood,  was  a  Tennesseean,  and  emigr.ated 
from  that  State  to  Indiana  in  the  year  1816.  His 
mother,  in  her  girlhood  JNIiss  Nancj'  Barnett,  was 
born  and  reared  in  North  Carolina,  and  was  con- 
nected with  the  Society  of  Friends.  Thomas 
Hood  was  of  Scotch  descent,  the  original  progen- 
itor of  the  family  having  emigrated  from  Scotland 
at  a  very  early  da_y.  James  M.  was  brought  up  on 
a  farm  and  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  In- 
diana. At  the  age  of  twenty-two  years  he  was  aii- 
pointed  Postmaster  by  President  Pierce,  in    1852, 
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continuing  under  Mr.  Buchanan.  In  1860  be  was 
appointed  to  take  the  United  States  census  in  Ver- 
milion County,  Ind.,  and  upon  tlie  completion  of 
that  work  he  was  made  Clerk  in  the  Legislature  of 
that  State  during  the  winter  of  1860-61. 

In  the  spring  of  1861  Mr.  Hood  emigrated  to 
Iowa,  settling  in  Dallas  County,  where  he  taught 
school  for  two  years.  In  1863  he  removed  to  Fre- 
mont County,  that  State,  where  he  engaged  in  mer- 
cantile pur.suits.  In  1864  he  was  elected  County 
Superintendent  of  Schools,  and  subsequently  was 
Mayor  of  Hamburg,  Iowa,  for  two  years.  In  1869 
he  was  elected  to  the  Iowa  Legislature,  and  served 
in  the  Thirteenth  General  Assembly,  being  placed 
on  several  important  committees. 

In  1861  Mr.  Hood  was  married  to  Miss  Climena 
Flanders,  who  was  born  in  Orleans  County,  N.  Y., 
and  whose  parents,  Zebulon  and  Tamer  Flanders, 
were  natives  respectively  of  Massachusetts  and 
Vermont. 

J  1  AMES  B.  LOWER.  Among  the  citizens  of 
I  Palmer,  AVashington  County,  none  stands 
!  higher  in  the  esteem  of  the  community  or 
'  in  business  circles,  than  the  above-named 
gentleman.  He  is  one  of  the  proprietors  of  the 
bank  of  Palmer,  and  owns  a  house  and  lot  in  that 
thriving  town,  as  well  as  123  acres  of  fine  land  in 
the  farming  districts  of  the  county.  Mr.  Lower 
has  passed  the  most  of  his  life  in  this  county,  hav- 
ing been  but  a  lad  of  ten  years  when  his  parents 
came  here. 

David  Lower,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Pennsylvania  in  1800.  He  removed 
to  Illinois  at  an  early  period  in  the  history  of  that 
State,  and  there  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-one.  His 
son  Levi,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  the 
Key  Stone  State,  but  was  quite  young  when  the 
family  removed  to  the  Mississippi  Valley.  He  re- 
mained in  Illinois  until  about  1867,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Clinton,  Iowa,  where  he  remained  until 
1870,  when  he  located  in  this  county,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  his  occupation  of  a  farmer.  He  served 
as  a  private  in  the  late  War  three  years  and  twelve 
days.  He  was  formerly  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F'.,> 
but  is  not  now  identified    witli    the    order.       He 


holds  the  position  of  Countj'  Commissioner.  His 
wife,  formerly  Miss  Mary  Dougal,  was  born  in 
Pennsylvania,  being  a  daughter  of  Henry  Dougal, 
and  of  Scotch  and  Irish  ancestry.  Members  of  the 
family  were  early  settlers  in  the  United  States. 
Mr.  Dougal  was  a  farmer.  His  widow  died  in  Illi- 
nois in  February,  1875.  Mrs.  Mary  (Dougal) 
Lower  has  borne  her  husband  six  children,  all  of 
whom  are  now  living.  They  are  named,  respect- 
ively: David  E..  James  B.,  Henry  M.,  Emma  C, 
Ulysses  F.  and  William  S. 

James  B.  Lower  was  horn  in  Carroll  Count}', 
111.,  July  30,  1860.  He  was  reared  in  this  county, 
and  to  its  schools  is  indebted  for  the  greater  part 
of  his  education.  He  spent  six  months  in  the 
Atchison  Institute,  where  he  took  a  commercial 
course.  He  afterward  taught  school  in  different 
parts  of  this  count}'.  In  1886  he  accepted  the  po- 
sition of  cashier  in  the  bank  of  Palmer,  of  which 
institution  he  is  now,  as  before  stated,  one  of  tiie 
owners. 

On  IMay  30,  1  888,  the  marriage  rites  were  per- 
formed between  our  subject  and  Miss  Minnie  Potter 
at  the  residence  of  the  bride's  parents,  Charles  and 
Lavina  Potter.  Mr.  Potter  is  a  native  of  Vermont, 
and  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  this  county,  where 
he  is  now  engaged  in  the  grain  business.  Mrs.  Min- 
nie Lower  was  born  in  Sherman  Township,  this 
county,  March  5,  1871.  She  is  a  young  lady  of 
intelligence  and  refinement.  Her  union  with  our 
subject  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  one  child, 
Ora  M.,  who  opened  her  eyes  to  the  light  Feb.  11, 
1889. 

Mr.  Lower  enjoys  an  enviable  position  for  a 
young  man  of  his  years,  and,  being  upright,  well- 
informed,  and  possessed  of  abilities  of  no  mean  or- 
der, is  likely  to  become  still  more  prominent  and 
influential  as  years  roll  by. 


't'>l<->' 


.FRED  G.  SMITH  is  the  senior  member 
of  the  firm  of  A.  G.  Smith  &  Son,  nursery- 
men, having  the  largest  and  finest  nursery 
as  to  collection,  in  the  State  of  Kansas. 
The  home  of  our  subject  adjoins  the  city  on  the 
east,  where   he  h.-is  a  fine  estate  with   seven   acres 
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devoted  to  liis  business  and  to  fruits,  also  tlie  large 
nurser}'  eighty  rods  east  of  tbe  city  of  Clay  Center 
hut  soutb  of  the  home  place,  and  which  comprises 
forty  acres.  Mr.  Smith  came  to  this  county  in 
December,  1878.  and  purchased  the  land  where  is 
now  his  beautiful  home.  This  he  improved,  and 
in  1882  commenced  the  business  which  he  has  since 
been  so  prosperously  engaged  in.  His  prosperity 
has  not  been  due  to  what  some  call  luck,  but  is  the 
result  of  close  attention  to  business,  strict  and  hon- 
orable dealing  with  all  men,  and  a  careful  study  of 
the  varieties  adapted  to  this  climate.  As  an  exam- 
ple of  the  extent  of  his  business,  we  may  state  that 
although  this  is  the  first  year  in  which  the  firm  has 
been  engaged  in  the  raising  of  berries,  they  dis- 
[)Osed  of  over  *500  worth  from  that  department 
alone.  They  also  pay  considerable  attention  to 
the  cultivation  of  shrubbery,  forest  trees,  grapes, 
and  all  other  fruits  and  trees  usually  to  be  found 
in  a  thoroughly  flrst-class  nursery.  The  firm  every 
3'ear  makes  a  large  exhibit  at  the  countj-  fairs,  where 
their  displays  invariably  attract  many  admiring 
eyes.  It  would  doubtless  be  surprising  to  many 
of  the  Eastern  people  to  observe  the  wonderful  re- 
sults which  have  been  produced  from  land  which 
eight  years  before  was  bare  and  unimproved. 

In  Richford.  Yt..  where  he  was  born  Dee.  22, 
1828,  our  subiect  passed  his  life  until  1878,  when 
he  resolved  to  locate  in  the  West,  and  accordingly 
settled  in  Kansas.  He  had  received  a  good  high 
school  education  in  Vermont,  and  was  afterward 
engaged  in  farming  in  Franklin  County,  that  State. 
He  there  married  Miss  Laura  Esty,  March  24,  1855, 
and  she  has  since  that  time  been  a  faithful,  tireless 
worker  in  the  interests  of  her  husband  and  her 
children,  of  whom  she  has  three  living,  one,  Emma, 
having  been  taken  to  rest  when  twenty-one  ycai-s 
of  age.  Those  who  remain  are  John  James,  Minnie 
M..  and  Lottie.  The  son  is  a  member  of  the  firm 
and  married  Miss  Etta  Foster,  of  Clay  Center,  by 
whom  he  has  two  children:  Minnie  is  at  home; 
Lottie  is  now  Mrs.  C.  B.  Hammond,  of  Idaho. 
Mrs.  Smith  was  born  in  Canada,  where  her  life  was 
passed  prior  to  the  time  of  her  marriage.  Though 
giving  his  attention  more  to  the  details  of  his  busi- 
ness than  to  political  affairs,  our  subject  at  one  time 
affiliated  with  the  Republican  party,  but  later  events   1 


have  caused  him  to  sympathize  with  the  Union 
Labor  party,  and  he  now  upholds  their  ticket.  He 
is  highly  esteemed  in  his  business  as  well  as  in  social 
circles,  and  to  him  is  given  the  credit  of  advancing 
the  fruit  interests  of  this  count}'  more  than  any 
other  man. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  .lunathan  Smith,  was 
born  in  the  same  pl.ace  as  was  our  subject,  and  was 
the  son  of  Asa  Smith,  who  fought  for  American 
libert}-  during  the  dark  days  of  the  Revolution.  The 
father  of  our  subject  became  the  husband  of  Miss 
Sophia  Goff.  the  daughter  of  Hezekiah  Goff,  a  Re- 
volutionary hero,  and  also  a  soldier  in  the  War  of 
1812.  Jonathan  Smith  was  reared  as  a  farmer,  and 
became  the  father  of  four  children,  passing  to  his 
rest  when  our  subject  was  twenty  years  of  age. 
His  mother  lived  until  1884,  being  at  the  time  of 
her  death  eightj'-four  years  old. 

The  financial  prosperity  which  has  fallen  to  the 
lot  of  our  subject  has  all  been  the  Tesult  of  his 
labor  since  coming  to  Kansas;  he  was  prior  to  his 
removal  here  a  dealer  in  produce  and  a  farmer,  but 
the  panic  of  1878  bankrupted  him,  and  when  he 
arrived  here  his  worldly  i)Ossessions  consisted  of 
$125,  and  he  was  thus  compelled  to  commence  life 
anew  in  a  strange  country.  But  such  has  been  his 
persever.ance  that  he  is  now  surrounded  by  all  the 
comforts  and  many  of  the  luxuries  of  life,  and  has 
the  wherewithal  to  ensure  his  declining  j'ears  from 
the    vicissitudes    which    accompany    poverty    and 
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^^IMOTHY  M.  LEWIS.  The  ple.isant  and 
fm^^  substantial  rural  home  of  the  above  named 
^^^y  gentleman,  is  located  on  section  9,  Kimeo 
Township,  Washington  County.  There  he  is  en- 
gaged in  general  farming  and  stock-raising.  His 
estate  is  pleasantly  located,  well  kept  and  marked 
with  the  usual  improvements  of  an  enterprising 
farmer. 

Daniel  Lewis,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  northern  New  York  in  1806,  and  when  quite 
young  was  brought  by  his  father  to  Jennings 
Countj',  Ind.  There  he  was  reared  and  educated, 
remaining  under  the  parental    roof  until   1822,  at 
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which  time  he  bought  eighty  acres  of  government 
land  on  wiiich  he  made  his  liome.  On  this  limited 
estate  he  began  a  prosperous  life,  and  at  the  time 
of  his  death  was  the  owner  of  1,700  acres  of  land. 
He  made  a  specialty  of  raising  and  selling  hay.  In 
1862  he  was  appointed  stationary  Quartermaster 
for  Indiana,  and  held  the  position  to  the  close  of 
the  War.  He  was  a  stanch  Republican.  The  doc- 
trines of  the  Baptist  Church  seemed  to  satisfy  his 
religious  needs,  and  with  it  he  was  identified  for 
many  years. 

The  wife  of  Daniel  Lewis  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Harriet  Keith.  She  was  born  in  Kentucky,  her 
parents  also  being  natives  of  the  Blue  Grass  State. 
The3'  were  of  Scotch  extraction.  Her  father  was 
an  early  settler  in  Indiana,  where  he  died.  The 
family  was  in  good  circumstances.  The  parental 
familj^  comprised  ten  cliildren,  Levina,  Eli,  Fran- 
cis M.,  Julia,  Charles  N.,  two  who  died  in  infancy, 
Timothy  M.,  Samantha  and  Serelda.  Of  these  five 
are  still  living. 

Timothy  M.  Lewis,  of  whom  we  write,  was 
reared  and  educated  in  Jennings  County,  Ind., 
where  his  eyes  opened  to  the  light  Oct.  17,  1844. 
He  received  a  common  school  education,  and  at 
the  early  age  of  seventeen,  gave  up  the  advantages 
which  would  otherwise  have  been  his,  to  take  a 
patriot's  place  in  the  ranks  of  the  Union  army.  He 
enlisted  at  Madison,  Ind.,  July  10,  1861,  his  name 
being  placed  on  the  muster  roll  of  Company  H, 
22d  Indiana  Infantry.  The  regiment  was  attached 
to  tlie  3d  Brigade,  2d  Division,  14th  Army  Corps. 
Mr.  Lewis  participated  in  the  battle  at  Pea  Ridge 
and  the  siege  of  Corinth,  and  joined  Buell's  force 
in  August,  1862.  During  their  march  the  com- 
mand took  part  in  the  Warrensburg  expedition 
which  resulted  in  tlie  captureof  950  rebels,  with  their 
horses  and  arms.  They  also  participated  in  many 
other  minor  engagements.  At  the  bloody  contest 
of  Missionary  Ridge,  Mr.  Lewis  was  wounded. 
After  a  faithful  and  efficient  service,  he  was  dis- 
charged at  Louisville,  Ky.,  July  23,  1865. 

On  his  return  to  civil  life,  Mr.  Lewis  came  to 
Riley  County,  Kan.,  where  he  remained  until  1884. 
The  next  year  he  came  to  Washington  County,  and 
located  in  Greenleaf,  where  he  engaged  in  the  occu- 
pation of  draying.     In  this  he  continued  until  Oct. 


23,  1888,  when  he  took  possession  of  his  present 
home.  In  addition  to  his  property  in  this  county, 
he  is  the  owner  of  1  60  acres  of  valuable  land  in 
Riley  County. 

Mr.  Lewis  has  been  twice  married.  His  first  bride 
was  Miss  Nancy  Williams,  daughter  of  Horace  and 
Loretta  Williams,  and  to  her  he  was  united  in  1869. 
She  departed  this  life,  March  23,  1873,  leaving  one 
daughter — Loretta,  who  subsequently  died  at  the 
age  of  eight  years.  The  second  marriage  of  our 
subject  took  place  Oct.  6,  1888,  the  bride  being 
Mrs.  Rachael  Bent,  widow  of  E.  M.  Bent.  She  is  a 
daughter  of  Henry  and  Emilj'  (Pickett)  Smith,  and 
was  born  in  ^'ermillion  County,  Ind.,  Feb.  11, 
1S44.  Her  parents  were  natives  respectively  of 
Kentucky  and  Ohio.  They  settled  in  this  county 
in  early  life,  and  remained  residents  of  it  to  the 
day  of  their  death.  Mrs.  Smith  departed  this  life, 
Aug.  2,  1876,  and  her  husband  survived  until 
March  29,  1883. 

Mr.  Lewis  is  a  believer  in  and  a  supporter  of 
the  principles  of  the  Republican  party.  He  holds 
membership  in  the  G.  A.  R.  at  Greenleaf.  An 
enterprising  farmer,  a  trustworth}'-  citizen  and  a 
man  of  pleasant  manners  and  fine  character,  he  is 
deservedly  popular  wherever  he  is  known. 


SI       I^ILLIAM    BAKER,    capitalist,    is    promi- 
\jjjl!    nently  identified  with  the  financial  interests 


of  Riley  County,  particularly  of  Manhat- 
tan, where  he  has  a  handsome  residence,  one  of  the 
finest  of  the  many  beautiful  and  cultured  homes 
in  the  city,  pleasantly  located  on  the  corner  of 
Fourth  and  Houston  streets.  He  is  a  native  of 
Ohio,  the  town  of  Chillicothe,  Ross  County,  his 
birthplace,  and  July  17,  1841,  the  date  thereof. 
His  father,  James  Baker,  came  of  an  old  English 
family  who  was  among  the  early  settlers  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  he  was  born  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley 
in  that  State  in  1817.  His  father,  Joseph  Baker, 
owned  a  farm  there,  which  he  carried  on  till  1822, 
when  he  moved  to  Ohio,  settling  on  a  tract  of 
timber  land  in  Ross  County,  the  removal  thither 
having  been  made  with  teams.  Before  his  death  he 
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cleared  a  good    farm,  on  which  lie  lived    in   peace   | 
and  prosperity  mauj'  years. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  reared  and  mar- 
ried amid  the  pioneer  scenes  of  the  new  home  in 
Ohio,  and  when  he  established  himself  in  life,  he 
bought  a  tract  of  timbered  land,  and  by  years  of 
well  directed  toil  improved  an  excellent  farm.  He 
remained  a  resident  of  Ohio  till  1866,  and  then 
selling  his  property  near  Chillicothe,  he  removed 
with  his  family  to  Missouri  and  purchased  a  farm 
in  Saline  County,  where  he  still  makes  his  home, 
respected  and  trusted  by  all  as  a  man  of  true 
worth.  His  faithful  wife  and  helpmate  who  aided 
him  in  building  up  their  cozy  home  and  is  enjoy- 
ing its  comforts  with  him,  was  born  in  Ross 
County,  Ohio,  in  1821,  her  maiden  name  being- 
Harriet  Schooley.  Her  father,  William  Schooley, 
was  born  in  New  Jersey,  and  he  was  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  Ross  County,  where  he  improved 
a  farm  from  the  wilderness,  on  which  he  lived  the 
remainder  of  his  life.  The  mother  of  onr  subject  was 
carefuUj'  trained  in  all  household  accomplishments 
considered  necessary  to  make  a  good  housewife, 
and  especially  was  she  taught  to  card,  spin  and 
weave  wool  and  flax,  and  for  many  years  she  made 
all  the  cloth  used  in  the  family.  There  were  seven 
children  born  to  her  and  her  husband,  all  whom 
were  reared  to  maturity;  their  names  are  as  follows: 
William,  Mar^',  Sarah,  Emza.  Kate.  Ella  and  Minnie. 

The  subject  of  this  biographical  review  grew  to 
manhood  in  his  native  count\',  and  when  not  at- 
tending school  assisted  his  father  to  clear  away  the 
trees  of  the  primeval  forest  and  improve  the  land 
into  a  we'l-tilled  farm.  He  resided  with  his  parents 
till  his  marriage.  For  some  time  he  was  engaged 
in  the  mercantile  business  in  Ross  County,  in  the 
town  of  Londonderry,  establishing  himself  there  in 
1803  and  continuing  until  the  latter  part  of  1865. 
In  that  year  he  started  on  a  tour  through  the  Mid- 
dle-Western States,  and  traveled  in  Iowa,  Missouri 
and  Illinois.  In  1866  he  removed  to  Missouri 
and  bought  a  tract  of  rich,  highly  productive  prai- 
rie land,  which  he  improved,  and  then,  with  charac- 
teristic shrewdness  and  foresight,  he  invested  in 
other  lands  till  he  had  665  acres,  .all  finely  ira- 
|)roved  and  divided  into  three  v.iluable  farms.  In 
1H83    he    rcnteil    his  proiierty  in  Missouri,   having 


decided  to  make  his  home  in  Manhattan,  and  com- 
ing here  he  bought  a  residence  on  Leavenworth 
Street,  which  he  has  since  sold  and  bought  his  pres- 
ent beautiful  home,  a  fine  brick  house,  of  a  hand- 
some and  substantial  style  of  architecture  and 
replete  with  modern  conveniences,  and  here  he  and 
his  family  live  in  ease,  surrounded  by  all  the  com- 
forts and  luxuries  that  the  heart  can  wish  for. 
Since  taking  up  his  residence  here  Mr.  Baker  has 
devoted  his  time  to  looking  after  his  investments 
.and  other  private  interests,  for  although  scarcely 
past  the  prime  of  life,  he  h.as  accumulated  wealth 
and  is  numbered  among  the  most  solid  citizens  of 
Riley  County. 

Mr.  B.aker  and  Miss  Emza  A.  Walker  were 
united  in  m.arriage  Sept.  1,  1864.  and  their  wedded 
life  h.as  been  .blessed  by  the  birth  of  five  children: 
F.  W.,  Laura,  James,  Walker,  and  Cludie  (de- 
ceased). Mrs.  Baker  was  born  in  Vinton  County, 
Ohio,  and  is  a  daughter  of  II.  M.  and  Harriet 
Walker. 

Mr.  Baker's  career  in  life  shows  him  to  possess 
uncommon  energy,  a  determined  will  and  steadfast 
purpose,  combined  with  far-reaching  sagacity  and 
prudent  judgment,  so  that  he  has  alwa^-s  accom- 
plished whatever  he  has  attempted.  Since  his  set- 
tlement in  Manhattan  he  h.as  watched  the  growth  of 
the  city  with  ple.asure,  and  in  identifying  himself 
with  its  highest  interests  socially,  morally  and  ma- 
terially, he  has  done  much  to  promote  its  welfare. 
He  and  his  wife  are  people  of  high  personal  stand- 
ing among  the  best  people  of  the  citj-,  and  they  are 
zealous  members  of  the  Christian  Church.  Politi- 
cally he  is  a  stanch  advocate  of  the  Republican 
party,  and  he  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
Abraham  Lincoln. 

I^ILEY  A.  ELKINS.  The  early  years  of  Mr. 
ilLji?'  Elkins  were  spent  on  the  frontier  of  North- 
^\  ern  Kansas,  he  being  one  of  the  first  set- 
^p) tiers  of  Clay  County.  Taking  up  a  tract 
of  wild  land,  he  labored  early  .and  late  in  its  cul- 
tivation and  improvement,  and  was  prospered.  He 
has  made  for  himself  a  very  good  record  as  a  man 
anil  a  citizen,  having  assisted  in  the  preserv.ation  of 
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the  Union,  and  given  his  influence  to  those  enter- 
prises calculated  to  benefit  the  people  around  him. 
His  property  embraces  572  acres  of  land,  finely  lo- 
cated on  section  22,  Grant  Township,  where  he  is 
well-known  and  highly  respected. 

A  native  of  Orleans  County,  Vt.,  the  subject  of 
this  notice  was  born  Dec.  3,  1837,  and  is  the  son 
of  Josiah  Elkins,  originally  from  Potton,  Canada, 
and  who  was  born  just  across  the  line  from  the  birth- 
place of  his  son.  The  parents  at  that  time  supposed 
they  were  in  the  limits  of  the  .State  of  Vermont, 
and  as  soon  as  they  learned  tbey  were  not,  they 
hastened  to  get  there.  The  father  was  a  miller  by 
trade,  which  he  followed  over  fifty  years.  Riley  A. 
was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native  county,  at- 
tending school  at  North  Troy.  Afterward  he 
assisted  his  father  in  a  mill,  but  this  not  being  con- 
genial to  his  tastes,  he,  as  soon  as  reaching  man's 
estate,  began  working  on  a  farm. 

Upon  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  War,  Mr. 
Elkins,  in  1861,  enlisted  in  Company  C,  8th  Ver- 
mont Infantry,  in  which  he  served  two  and  one- 
half  years,  and  was  present  at  Ihe  battles  of  Port 
Hudson,  Franklin  and  Ft.  Beeseland.  Subsequently, 
however,  he  was  mostly  detailed  for  police  and 
guard  duty.  He  was  wounded  at  Port  Hudson  in 
the  left  shoulder,  and  was  injured  while  carrying  a 
heavy  stick  of  timber  in  building  a  bridge,  sixty 
miles  above  New  Orleans.  At  the  expiration  of 
term  of  service,  he  received  his  honorable  discharge 
and  decided  to  settle  west  of  the  Mississippi. 

Coming  to  Kansas  in  186G,  Mr.  Elkins  home- 
steaded  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Grant  Township, 
which  he  still  owns,  and  besides  this  he  has  about 
500  acres  in  the  township,  which  is  largely  devoted 
to  stock-raising.  He  keeps  graded  Short-horn  cat- 
tle, Poland-China  swine,  and  a  cross  of  Norman 
and  French  coach  horses.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to 
say  that  in  politics  he  is  a  true-blue  Republican.  He 
served  as  Township  Trustee  two  years,  and  was 
also  School  Treasurer  of  his  district. 

Mr.  Elkins  was  married  Feb.  5,  1865,  at  the 
bride's  home  in  Lowell,  Vt.,  to  Miss  Lucy  J., 
daughter  of  George  Avery,  a  well-known  citizen. 
Mr.  Avery  departed  this  life  at  the  home  of  his 
son-in-law,  our  subject,  in  September,  1889.  after 
having  reached  the  age  of   ninety-one  and  one-half 


years.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Elkins  there  have  been 
born  eight  children,  five  of  whom  are  living,  viz.: 
Alice,  Eugene,  Bertha,  Howard  and  Mabel.  One 
son,  Morris,  died  at  the  .ige  of  thirteen  years. 
Clouden  and  Orpha  died  at  the  ages  of  six  and  four 
respectively.  Alice  married  Joseph  Babb,  of  Mul- 
berry Township,  Clay  County.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Babb 
have  two  children — Emery  and  Ruth.  Mr.  Elkins 
is  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the  G.  A.  R., 
at  Clay  Center,  and  also  belongs  to  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Elkins  have  taken  a  boy  to  raise — 
AValter  W.  Howard. 


#-^ 


JACOB  FILERS  is  the  owner  and  occupant 
of  a  very  pleasant  farm  residence  in  Clay 
Count3',  the  same  being  located  on  section 
29,  Bloom  Township,  and  well  improved 
and  thoroughly  cultivated.  This  estate  was  en- 
tered as  a  homestead  by  Mr.  Filers  in  1875,  his  final 
proof  being  made  in  1880,  and  he  having  since  the 
date  of  his  arrival  here  been  industriously  laboring 
to  bring  it  to  a  high  state  of  perfection.  He  was 
reared  to  the  occupation  of  a  farmer,  and  is  well 
qualified  to  produce  good  results  in  rural  life. 

The  lineage  from  which  Mr.  Filers  sprang  is  an 

ancient  and  honored  one,  both  parents  belonging  to 

old  families  of  the  Duchy  of  Oldenburg,  Germany. 

I   There  they  were  born,  married,  and  lived  for  many 

I   years,  the  father  d^ang  there  in  1870,  at  the  age  of 

fortj^-six  years.     He  bore   the  same  name  as    his 

son,  of  whom  we  write,  and    his  occupation  was 

I    that  of  farming.     He  proved  successful  in  his  finan- 

I   cial    life-work,  and  in  gaining  the  esteem  of   his 

neighbors.     He  was  a  Lutheran,  as  is  his  widow, 

formerly  Miss  Anna  Taddiken,  who   is  now  living 

in  this  township,  having  come  to  America  in  1882. 

She  is  now  fifty-seven  years  old,  and  vigorous  and 

capable. 

He  who  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  at 
the  ancestral  home  near  the  North  Sea,  Aug.  22, 
1854,  and  received  the  excellent  education  provided 
for  her  sons  and  daughters  by  the  German  Empire. 
He  was  not  yet  of  age  when  he  left  his  native  land 
for  a  home  in  the  New  World,  coming  to  the 
Inited  States  iu  1871.      Landing  in    tlie  American 
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metropolis,  he  remained  in  that  city  eight  months, 
leaving  it  for  a  home  in  Jaelison  County,  iNIiuh. 
He  came  to  tliis  State  and  county  in  the  fall  of 
1874,  and  soon  after  began  his  labors  in  tlic  agri- 
cultural district  of  which  he  is  now  an  honored 
resident. 

Tiie  great  step  of  Mr.  Eilers'  life  was  taken  when 
lie  became  the  husband  of  Miss  Helen  O'Hara,  that 
happy  event  liaving  taiien  place  in  this  township 
on  the  -iSth  of  May,  1883.  The  lady  who  bears 
his  name  was  born  in  the  Empire  State  in  18G3, 
and  at  the  age  of  eight  became  a  resident  of  this 
State,  to  which  her  parents  had  removed.  She  had 
lieen  carefully  reared  by  her  estimable  parents, 
and  well  educated,  not  only  in  the  knowledge  to  be 
found  in  books,  but  in  the  essential  virtues  of  true 
womanhood.  She  is  the  mother  of  four  children — 
C4eorge  C,  Jacob,  John,  and  Anna,  all  now  at 
home. 

Patrick  and  Roxie  (Card)  O'llar.a,  the  parents  of 
Mrs.  Eilers,  are  now  living  in  this  township,  on  a 
large  farm  which  they  own.  They  came  to  this 
State  from  Iowa,  where  they  had  gone  from  New 
York.  The  father  is  of  Irish  descent,  and  the 
mother  of  German  ancestry-. 

Mr.  Eilers  belongs  to  the  Union  Labor  party, 
and  is  an  earnest  adherent  of  the  principles  of  that 
political  body.  He  and  his  wife  attend  the  various 
tliurches  of  the  vicinity,  not  yet  having  identified 
themselves  with  any  body  of  Christian  believers. 
They  are  people  of  social  natures  and  hospitable 
dispositions,  and  interested  in  whatever  will  accrue 
to  the  prosperity  of  the  community  and  its  greater 
enjoyment. 


.^Jtsmurt^^^ 
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vi  AMES  M.  MAXWELL  may  usually  be  found 
at  his  snug  little  farm  in  Lincoln  Township, 
Washington  County,  where  he  tills  160  acres 
on  section  18,  and  where  he  has  resided  mauj- 
He  hoinesteaded  this  farm  in  1872,  having 
little  capital  with  which  to  operate  and  has 
worked  his  way  up  to  a  good  position,  sociall3'  and 
flnanciall}'.  He  was  soon  recognized  as  a  valuable 
addition  to  the  community,  and  has  held  various 
minor  otlices,  while  he   is  a  contributing  member  of 


the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  was  born  in 
AVayne  County^  Ohio,  Nov.  30,  1837,  and  is  the 
son  of  William  Maxwell,  of  the  pioneers  of  the 
Buckeye  State. 

William  Maxwell  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  in 
1801.  He  went  to  Ohio  and  resided  until  1840,  then 
pushed  on  further  westward  into  Indiana,  settlipg 
in  De  Kalb  County,  where  he  remained  until  1882, 
then  located  in  this  count3-,  where  he  now  resides. 
The  most  of  his  life  has  been  passed  upon  a  farm. 
He  has  held  some  of  the  niinor  offices  and  from  his 
youth  up,  has  been  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  The  Maxwell  family  is  of  Scotch 
origin.  William  Maxwell,  when  ready  to  establish 
a  home  of  his  own,  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Betsy  Woods,  a  native  of  Holmes  County, 
Ohio,  and  likewise  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church.  Twelve  children  comprised  the 
family  of  William  and  Betsy  Maxwell,  and  were 
named  respectively:  Mary  A.,  Elvina,  Filena,  (de- 
ceased), Mary  J.,  Elizabeth,  Nowyna,  James  M., 
Aaron,  William,  Lona,  Westly  and  Filena  2d,  (de- 
ceased). The  subject  of  this  notice,  the  seventh 
child  of  his  parents,  was  quite  young  when  he  re- 
moved from  Ohio  to  Indiana,  and  received  his 
early  training  on  a  farm  in  De  Kalb  Count}-.,  the 
latter  State,  acquiring  a  common  school  education. 
Upon  reaching  his  majority,  he,  in  1858,  emigrated 
to  Carroll  County.  111.,  where  he  lived  until  the 
spring  of  1859.  Then  crossing  the  Mississippi,  he 
journeyed  west  until  reaching  Denver,  where  he 
followed  mining  until  1862,  then  went  to  Oregon 
and  remained  during  the  winter.  In  the  spring  he 
went  to  the  Salmon  River  gold  mines  in  Washing- 
ton'  Territory  and  was  engaged  in  mining  there 
and  in  Idaho,  until  the  autum  of  18G5.  He  then 
returned  to  his  home  in  Indiana,  passing  through 
the  Spokane  Nation  and  the  Bitter  Root  Country, 
then  up  through  the  Cordalane  Country  to  Virginia 
City,  all  of  which  places  were  settled  only  by  In- 
dians. He  remained  in  A'irginia  City  a  short  time, 
then  visited  Salt  Lake  City,  coming  from  there  to 
Denver,  Col.,  and  thence  home. 

Mr.  Maxwell  afterward  sojourned  in  the  Hoosier 
State  until  1868,  then  seeking  the  far  West  took  up 
his  abode  in  Atchison  County,  this  Stale,  where 
he  lived  until  coming  to   Washington  Countv.     In 
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De  Kalb  County.  Ind.,  he  found  a  wife  and  helpmate, 
being  married  Dee.  25,  1860,  to  Miss  Sophia  .1. 
Wright.  This  lady  was  born  in  Tuscarawas  County, 
Ohio.,  in  1839,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Alfred 
Wright,  who  was  of  German  extraction.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Maxwell  there  were  born  two  children 
only,  Edith  and  Flora,  the  former  of  whom  died  in 
early  childhood.  They  are  members  in  good  stand- 
ing of  tlie  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  Mr. 
Maxwell,  politically,  is  identified  with  the  Republi- 
can party.  Socially  he  belongs  to  Unity  Lodge 
No.  276,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  at  Barnes. 

On  another  page  of  the  Album  we  present  an 
excellent  engravirf^  of  the  residence  of  Mr.  Max- 
well, where  hospitality  and  good'cheer  abound,  and 
where  a  cordial  welcome  is  always  extended  to  the 
many  friends  of  the  family. 

^ .•.gn..r-^. <.— 


W,ILLIAM  a.  little.  Washington  County 
is  the  iiome  of  manj-  men,  wlio  by  arduous 
toil  and  strict  frugality  combined  witli 
good  management,  liave  raised  themselves  to  a 
position  of  comfort  in  life.  Among  this  class  is  the 
gentleman  above  mentioned,  who  is  the  owner  of 
an  attractive  farm  in  Sheridan  Township.  It  com- 
prises 160  acres,  and  is  located  on  section  16.  Tiie 
entire  acreage  is  under  cultivation,  and  enclosed 
and  divided  by  neat  hedges.  The  dwelling  is  a 
well  built  frame,  neatlj'^  furnished,  and  presided 
over  by  a  lady  who  lias  been  the  constant  helper  of 
her  husband  in  the  upbuilding  of  their  beautiful 
home.  The  stable,  granary,  corn-cribs,  etc.,  are 
adequate  and  substantial.  There  is  an  orchard  of 
about  500  a[)ple  trees  ;  three-fourths  of  an  acre 
devoted  to  grapes,  an  acre  to  raspberries,  and  a 
quarter  of  an  acre  to  strawberries.  When  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Little  took  possession  of  this  place  in  the 
spring  of  1877  it  had  no  improvements.  They  iiad 
neither  horse  nor  cow,  and  only  $7.50  in  money. 
Much  of  the  credit  for  their  success  is  due  to  the 
wife,  who  encouraged  and  aided  her  husband  as 
none  but  a  loving  woman  can. 

Mr.  Little  is  of  pure  Irish  parentage  and  ances- 
try. His  paternal  grandmother,  was  of  as  purelri.'^h 
descent  as  her  husband.     The  mother   of  our  sul)- 


ject  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Ann  Leonard.  She 
was  born  in  County  Meith,  Ireland,  of  which 
her  husband,  Philip  Little,  was  also  a  native.  They 
were  reared  and  married  in  that  county.  About 
the  3'ear  of  1833  they  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  and  located  in  New  York  State.  A  few  years 
later  they  removed  to  Ohio,  where  their  last  days 
were  spent.  They  died  in  the  faith  of  the  Catholic 
Church,  in  which  they  had  been  reared. 

William  A.  Little  was  born  in  Perry  County, 
Ohio,  Oct.  13,  1838.  He  was  reared  on  a  farm  there, 
and  continued  to  make  that  his  home  until  April. 
1861.  He  then  enlisted  inCouipanj-  B.,  17tli  Ohio 
Infantry,  in  which  he  served  three  months.  At  tlie 
expiration  of  that  term  he  re-enlisted,  this  time  be- 
coming a  member  ot  the  61st  Ohio  Infantry.  Two 
years  later  he  took  his  place  among  the  veterans, 
and  continued  in  the  service  until  the  close  of  the 
war.  He  enlisted  as  a  private  and  was  promoted 
to  the  rank  of  Sergeant,  in  which  capacity  he  acted 
until  the  termination  of  the  contest.  He  had  the 
fortune  to  be  a  participant  in  many  of  the  most 
bloody  conflicts  of  the  war,  and  entered  into  them 
all  with  the  brave  and  fervid  spirit  of  patriotism, 
which  might  be  expected  of  one  of  his  race. 
Among  the  principal  engagements  were  Gettys- 
burg, Chancellorsville,  the  second  battle  at  Bull 
Run,  Lookout  Mountain,  Resaca,  Atlanta,  Dallas, 
Kenesaw  Mountain,  and  those  of  the  March  to  the 
Sea.  Near  Savannah,  Ga.,  he  was  wounded  by  a 
gun  shot  in  the  left  leg.  The  ball  struck  the  bone 
but  did  not  break  it.  He  was  disabled  for  sometime. 

On  April  18,  1864,  ISIr.  Little  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Ellen  Dolan,  a  native  of  Perry 
County,  Ohio.  Her  f.ither,  Patrick  Dolan,  was 
born  in  County  Fermanagh,  Ireland.  He  was 
reared  in  the  Catholic  faith,  of  which  his  father, 
Byran,  and  his  ancestry  were  adherents,  Mrs.  Lit- 
tle's mother  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  of  German 
l)arents  and  pure  German  ancestry. 

In  March,  1866,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Little  removed  to 
Marshall  County,  111.  In  that  and  Iroquois  County, 
they  lived  until  1872,  when  they  came  to  Doni- 
phan County,  Kan.  In  1874  he  bought  a  quarter 
section  of  school  land  in  this  county.  It  was  then 
wild  prairie  with  nothing  but  grasshoppers  on  it. 
that  being  "grasshopper  year"  here.     Three  jears 
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later  he  removed  tO  tlie  place,  which  has  now  become 
one  of  the  most  attractive  homes  in  the  township. 
Mr.  Little  was  for  several  years  engaged  in  the 
nursery  business  here,  but  has  lately  given  his  at- 
tention to  general  farming. 

Mr.  Little  is  a  member  of  Clifton  Lodge  No. 
181,  I.  O.  O.  F.  He  also  belongs  to  the  A.  O.  U. 
W.  No.  40,  of  Clifton.  In  the  fall  of  1888  he  was 
elected  Trustee  of  this  township,  and  is  now  serving 
in  that  capacity.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Catholic  (^'hurch  at  Palmer. 


Jt-^  ON.   WELCOME  WELL.S.     The  annals  of 

llTjl'  Manhattan  could  scarcely  be  written  up 
^^'    without  mention  of  this,  one  of    her  oldest 

(^  and  most  highly  respected  citizens.  His 
life  career  has  been  one  of  more  than  ordinary  in- 
terest, during  which  he  has  made  for  himself  a 
good  record  and  hosts  of  friends.  Although  more 
than  eighty -one  years  old,  he.  with  his  excellent 
wife  is  still  well  preserved  and  active,  they  attend- 
ing to  their  self-imposed  daily  labors,  nearly  as 
cheerfully  and  easily  as  they  did  fifty  \ears  ago. 
Mr.   AVells  forms  one  of  the  landmarks   of  Rilcj' 

County,  and,  by  his  labors  and  patience  has  made 
for  himself  a  name  which  will  be  held  in  kindly  re- 
membrance long  after  he  has  been  gathered  to  his 
fathers. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  boi'n  in  Danville. 
Caledonia  Co.,  Vt,  Sept.  17,  1808.  His  father, 
Paul  Wells,  Jr.,  was  born,  it  is  believed,  in  the 
Stale  of  Vermont,  and  his  paternal  grandfather, 
Paul  Wells,  Sr.,  was  likewise  a  native  of  New  Eng- 
land. The  latter  served  as  a  cadet  and  recruiting 
Sergeant  in  the  Revolutionarj'  War,  under  Arnold, 
and  was  present  at  the  battles  of  Crown  Point  and 
Ticonderoga.  He  spent  bis  last  days  in  Caledonia 
County,  and  met  his  death  accidentally,  being  killed 
by  the  falling  of  a  tree.  He  for  a  number  of  years 
received  a  pension  from  the  Government. 

Paul  Wells,  Jr..  was  reared  in  the  Green  Moun- 
tain State,  and  at  an  early  day  removed  to  thf- 
wilds  of  Caledonia  County,  Vt.,  and  purchased  n 
trad  of    land  four  miles  from  St.   Johnsbiirg.     He 


built  a  log  house  in  the  midst  of  the  timber,  and 
opened  up  a  farm  from  the  wilderness,  upon  which 
he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  was  married 
in  early  manhood  to  Miss  Mary  Mason,  likewise  a 
native  of  New  England,  and  to  them  there  were 
born  twelve  children.  Welcome  resided  with  his 
parents  until  a  youth  of  seventeen  years,  then 
joined  an  elder  brother  in  Rensselaer  County,  N.  V. 
1  and  learned  shoemaking,  which  he  followed  in  Troy 
until  1831.  Then  removing  to  Utica,  he  was  simi- 
larly engaged  until  about  1855.  He  then  started 
for  Ohio,  going  by  team  to  Dunkirk,  and  thence  by 
steamer  to  Cleveland,  where  he  boarded  a  canal 
boat,  and  by  this  means  proceeded  to  Coshocton, 
where  he  located,  and  again  commenced  work  at  his 
trade.  He  remained  a  resident  of  the  Buckeye 
State  until  1857,  and  during  that  year  started  once 
more  westward,  this  time  to  the  Territory  of  Kan- 
sas. In  making  this  journey  he  proceeded  by  rail 
to  Jefferson  Cit}',  Mo.,  which  was  then  the  western 
terminus  of  the  railroad,  and  at  that  point  took  a 
steamer  for  Leavenworth.  Thence  he  traveled  by 
ox-team  to  the  i)resent  site  of  Manhattan,  which,  as 
may  be  supposed,  was  marked  by  only  a  few  houses, 
built  in  the  most  primitive  style. 

Upon  his  arrival  in  Manhattan,  Mr.  Wells  en- 
tered a  claim  four  miles  west  of  the  city,  the  greater 
part  of  which  was  timber.  He' was  accompanied 
by  three  of  his  sons,  who  also  entered  claims,  and 
the  four  remained  there  two  years,  and  cleared  a 
part  of  the  land.  Then  selling  out,  Mr.  Wells  pur- 
chased a  claim  to  a  tract  of  prairie  land  in  Potta- 
watomie County,  three  miles  east  of  the  cit}-.  which 
like  Manhattan,  was  then  in  its  infancy.  Wild 
game  was  plentiful,  including  deer,  otter,  ))eaver. 
and  a  few  miles  west  numbers  of  buffalo  ranged 
the  plains.  No  railroads  were  built  through  this 
section  for  several  years  afterward.  For  some  time 
after  coming  here,  Mr.  Wells  carried  on  a  shop  in 
Manhattan,  while  at  the  same  lime  he  proceeded 
with  the  improvement  of  his  land.  He  was  joined 
by  the  balance  of  his  family  in  1859,  and  the  fol- 
lowing year  among  other  improvements,  set  out  an 
orchard  of  100  trees.  All  but  six  of  these  perished 
on  account  of  the  dry  weather.  In  18G4.  Mr.  Wells 
set  out  200  more  apple  trees,  and  two  years  later 
added  800  trees,  and  has  now  one  of  the  most  valu- 
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able  orchards  in  the  vicinity  comprising  2,000  trees 
in  good  bearing  condition,  and  of  fifty  varities. 

One  of  the  most  important  and  interesting  events 
in  the  life  of  Mr.  Wells,  was  his  marriage.  May  17, 
1829,  with  Miss  Eliza  Gardner,  at  her  liome  in 
Troy,  N.  Y.,  which  union,  after  a  long  period  of 
more  than  sixty  years,  remains  cemented  by  a  more 
than  ordinary  affection.  There  were  born  to  them 
seven  children,  of  whom  only  three  are  living — 
George,  Alfred,  and  Sarah  J.  Otis,  tlie  second 
born,  died  in  Manhattan  at  the  age  of  fifty  years; 
Helen  became  the  wife  of  Henry  Laffer,  and  died 
at  her  home  in  Manhattan  Township,  in  1879,  aged 
forty-five  years;  Samuel  Lewis  died  when  eight 
years  old;  and  Albert  died  in  Ohio  at  the  age  of 
thirty-seven. 

Mrs.  Wells  was  born  in  Warwick,  Rhode  Island, 
April  15,  1812,  and  is  consequently  three  and  one- 
half  years  younger  than  her  husband.  Her  father, 
Jabez  Gardner,  was  a  native  of  Rhode  Island,  and 
the  son  of  Samuel  Gardner,  a  farmer  by  occupation, 
who  spent  his  entire  life  in  Rhode  Island.  Jabez 
Gardner  was  reared  in  his  native  State,  whence  he 
removed  to  New  York  State  in  1815  with  his  fam- 
ily. The  journey  was  made  overland  with  one 
horse  and  a  wagon,  the  family  consisting  of  the 
wife  and  three  children,  and  they  carried  with  them 
their  household  effects.  They  located  in  Madison 
County  during  its  pioneer  days,  but  a  short  time 
later  removed  to  Troy,  and  soon  afterward  to  Clin- 
ton, where  Mr.  Gardner  conducted  an  hotel,  and 
where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  His  wife, 
Mary  (Boone)  Gardner,  was  born  on  a  farm  thirty 
miles  from  Newport,  R.  I.  She  died  in  Clinton,  N. 
Y.  The  maternal  grandfather  of  BIr.  Wells  served 
as  a  soldier  in  the  ^'e-voluti^iary  War,  and  spent 
his  last  years  in  Caledonia  County,  Vt.,  in  the  en- 
joyment of  a  pension. 

It  is  estimated  that  not  one  couple  in  a  half  mil- 
lion live  together  for  sixty  years,  and  the  "pearl 
wedding"  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  .Welcome  Wells,  was  ap- 
propriately celebrated  May  7,  1889,  at  their  pleas- 
ant home  in  Manhattan,  Kan.  They  were  presented 
with  a  pair  of  elegant  chairs  with  handsome  silver 
engraving,  giving  the  date  of  their  first  wedding 
and  their  last.  It  was  the  occasion  of  the  gather- 
ing together  of  a  large  numlier  of  friends,  and  sev- 


eral finely-worded  addresses  were  delivered  in  a 
brief  and  happy  manner.  The  speakers  reviewed 
the  long  and  pleasant  career  of  the  honored  old 
couple,  who  had  traveled  life's  pathway  so  harmoni- 
ously together,  and  who,  during  the  early  settle- 
ment of  Kansas  contributed  their  full  quota  to  its 
growth  and  development.  The  sixtj-  j'cars  which 
spanned  their  wedded  life,  cover  much  of  the  his- 
tory of  this  country,  and  it  is  needless  to  state  that 
they  have  watched  the  changes  which  have  occur- 
red, not  only  in  Kansas,  but  in  the  whole  Union, 
with  more  than  ordinarj-  interest. 

Mr.  Wells  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Gen. 
Jackson  in  1828,  before  reaching  his  majority.  He 
voted  for  the  elder  Harrison  in  1836  and  1840,  and 
with  equal  enthusiasm  he  supported  the  grandson 
of  the  old  hero  in  1888,  the  latter  being  the  six- 
teenth President  for  whom  he  has  voted.  His  re- 
cord since  becoming  a  citizen  of  Kansas,  has  been 
tha*  which  any  man  might  be  proud  to  look 
upon.  Soon  after  his  arrival  in  the  Territory,  he 
was  elected  to  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and 
in  1862  he  was  chosen  to  represent  Riley  and  Potta- 
watomie counties  in  the  Legislature  of  the  young 
State.  He  was  returned  in  1872-73.  For  nine 
years  he  was  a  member  of  the  Board  of  County 
Commissioners  of  Pottawatomie  County,  and  for 
three  years  he  was  President  of  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees of  the  Asylum  for  the  Blind.  In  1878  he  was 
elected  to  the  State  Senate,  and  he  has  numbered 
among  his  friends,  men  high  in  the  councils  of  the 
Nation — United  States  Senators,  Congressmen  and 
Governors. 

Since  the  beginning  of  their  married  life,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Wells  have  been  the  privileged  witnesses 
of  many  great  events  in  history,  in  which  they  have 
seen  slavery  abolished  and  free  homes  given  b3-  a 
free  Government  to  a  free  people.  That  which 
thej'  have  valued  above  all  gifts  which  Providence 
has  bestowed  upon  them,  however,  has  been  the 
friendship  which  has  been  extended  to  them  dur- 
ing their  long  and  honored  residence  west  of  the 
Mississippi,  as  signified  by  Mr.  Wells  in  returning 
thanks  for  the  gifts  and  congratulations  of  their 
friends  upon  the  occasion  of  their  pearl  wedding, 
and  he  generously  maintains  that  he  owes  every- 
thing to  his  excellent  wife,  who  has  been  his  con- 
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.slant  helper  in  every  time  of  need.  There  have 
never  been  any  unkind  words  between  them,  and 
Mr.  Wells  stated  the  remarkable  fact  that  he  had 
had  a  good  mother-in-law.  Letters  of  congratula- 
tion were  read  from  Senator  Plumb  and  Rev.  D.  C. 
^lilner,  and  from  Senator  Ingalls.  There  was  mu- 
sic and  singing,  and  the  band  enlivened  the  closing 
exercises  with  a  serenade.  The  portraits  of  Mr. 
Wells  and  wife  appear  elsewhere  in  this  volume. 


AMES  BROWN  enjoys  the  distinction  of 
being  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Washington 
County,  having  resided  here  since  the  year 
i^^  18511,  and  having  experienced  all  the  hard- 
ships of  frontier  life,  while  contributing  his  share 
to  the  development  of  the  vast  resources  of  the 
county.  He  has  borne  an  active  part  in  the  pioneer 
work  here,  and  to  him  and  such  as  he,  Kansas  owes 
tile  Washington  County  of  to-day.  Upon  coming 
West,  Mr.  Brown  homesleaded  160  acres  of  land, 
which  he  has  added  to  until  he  is  now  the  fortunate 
owner  of  more  than  400  acres  of  well-improved  and 
iiighly  cultivated  land,  while  he  is  regarded  as  one 
of  the  most  successful  farmers  of  the  vicinity. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  Solomon  Brown, 
who  was  born  in  Westmoreland  County,  Pa.,  in 
1782,  and  who,  when  about  thirty  years  of  age, 
emigrated  to  Washington  County,  Ohio,  whence 
after  a  few  years  residence  he  removed  to  Morgan 
County.  In  1836  he  again  changed  his  home,  lo- 
cating in  Marion  County,  remaining  there  for  a 
period  of  about  seventeen  years,  and  going  thence 
to  Haskell  County,  Iowa,  where  he  died.  He  had 
lieen  by  occupation  a  farmer  and  blacksmith,  and 
never  became  wealthy,  although  he  surrounded  his 
family  with  all  the  necessities  of  life.  He  had 
served  as  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  Tiie  pa- 
ternal grandfather  of  our  subject  was  John  Brown, 
who  early  emigrated  from  Ireland  and  settled  in 
Pennsylvania.  The  mother  of  our  subject  was  in 
her  youth  Rachael  Muckmun,  and  like  her  husband 
was  a  native  of  Westmoreland  County.  Pa.,  where 
her  birth  occurred  about  the  3'ear  1780.  She  died 
in  1844^,  while  the  family  were  residing  in  Marion 
County,  Ohio.     The   maternal   grandfather  of  our 


subject  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  and  after  coming 
to  the  United  States,  served  in  the  Continental 
Army  during  the  Revolutionary  War.  The  family 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Solomon  Brown  consisted  of  ten 
children,  namely:  Nancy,  Mar}-,  John,  Elizabeth, 
Alexander.  James,  Jane.  Martha,  Margaret,  and 
Jonathan. 

James  Brown,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born 
in  Morgan  County,  Ohio,  March  3,  1817,  and  was 
the  sixth  child  born  to  his  parents.  He  remained 
until  the  age  of  eighteen  years  in  his  native  county, 
then  resided  in  Marion  County  until  1852.  We 
find  him  located  next  in  Haskell  County,  Iowa, 
where  after  a  residence  of  seven  years,  he  came  to 
Kansas.  He  began  life  with  no  capital,  except  a 
good  constitution  and  an  energetic  disposition,  and 
the  property  which  he  now  owns  certainly  evi- 
dences the  cliaracter  of  the  man. 

In  ]Marion  County,  Ohio,  on  June  24,  1833,  the 
rites  of  wedlock  were  celebrated  between  Mr.  Brown 
and  Miss  Sallie  O.  AVatkins,  daughter  of  Ephraim 
and  Fannie  (Palmer)  Watkins,  natives  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, where  Mrs.  Brown  was  born  May  11,  1822. 
The  Watkins  family  are  of  English  ancestry.  The 
six  children  born  to  our  subject  and  his  wife  are 
named  respectively:  John.  Amanda.  Daniel.  Alary 
J.,  Rachael,  and  Frances. 

Mr.  Brown  is  a  believer  in  .and  supporter  of  the 
principles  of  the  Democratic  party.  He  is  a  reliable 
citizen,  a  worthy  man,  and  justly  receives  the  re- 
spect of  the  community  in  which  he  resides.  On 
another  i)age  of  this  volume  appears  a  lithographic 
view  of  the  residence  and  surroundings  on  the  farm 
of  Mr.  Brown.  It  is  one  of  those  ideal  country 
homes,  where  hospitality  .abounds  and  hearty  good 
will  reigns  supreme. 

eHRISTIAN  LAUFFER.  The  .agricultural 
interests  of  Clifton  Townshii)  are  worthily 
_  represented  by  the  gentlemen  with  whose 
name  we  introduce  this  biographical  outline.  We 
find  him  comfortably  situated  on  a  fine  farm  of 
eightj-  acres  on  a  portion  of  section  33,  where  he 
has  about  liini  all  the  comforts  and  conveniences 
of  modern   life.     A  native  of   what   was  then   the 
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Province  of  Alsace,  France,  he  was  born  Aug.  18, 
1828,  and  upon  coming  to  the  United  States  in 
1851,  sojourned  for  twent^'-flve  years  thereafter  in 
Wayne  County,  N.  Y.  He  was  there  likewise  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits  with  which  he  had 
become  familiar  in  his  native  land,  which  he  left 
when  a  young  m.an  of  twenty-three  years.  In  ac- 
cordance with  the  laws  and  customs  of  Germany 
he  had  been  placed  in  school  at  an  early  age,  at- 
tending quite  regularly  until  a  lad  of  fourteen,  thus 
securing  a  practical  education  in  his  native  tongue. 

Tiie  father  of  our  subject  was  Christian  Laufifer, 
Sr.,  likewise  a  native  of  Alsace  and  a  descendant  of 
pure  German  .stock.  He  learned  carpentering  early 
in  life  and  spent  his  days  upon  his  native  soil,  liv- 
ing to  be  nearly  ninety  years  old,  passing  away  in 
1885.  The  mother,  Mrs.  Kate  (Houser)  Lauffer, 
likewise  spent  her  entire  life  in  the  Province  of 
Alsace  and  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years;  she 
was  also  of  German  ancestry  and  both  parents  were 
Presbyterians  in  religion.  Their  family  consisted 
of  two  children  only — our  subject  and  his  sister, 
Katie.  The  latter  came  to  America  with  friends, 
and  was  married  to  Gotlieb  Wentzell  in  Wayne 
County',  N.  Y.,  where  she  died  and  where  Mr, 
Wentzell  is  still  living. 

In  his  native  Province  of  Alsace,  Christian 
Lauffer  was  reared  and  acquired  some  knowledge 
of  the  French,  as  well  as  the  German  tongue.  In 
1851  he  decided  upon  a  change  of  location  and 
taking  passage  on  the  sailing  vessel  "Orient,"  at 
Havre,  France,  made  the  voyage  in  safety  to  New 
York  City,  being  on  the  oceau  forty-eight  days. 
He  took  up  his  abode  in  Wayne  County,  N.  Y., 
where  he  worked  on  a  farm  and  remained  until  his 
marriage,  in  September,  1854.  The  maiden  of  his 
choice  was  Miss  Sedonia  Evalt.  Mrs.  Lauffer  was 
born  in  Hesse  Darmstadt,  Germany,  where  she 
lived  until  forty  years  of  age  then  came  alone  to 
the  United  States.  Of  her  marriage  with  our  sub- 
ject there  were  no  children,  and  Mrs.  Lauffer  died 
thirteen  years  later  in  Lyons,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  2,  1878. 
Her  father  Mr.  Evalt,  came  to  the  United  States 
after  the  death  of  his  wife,  settling  in  Wayne 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  died  at  tlie  age  of  seventj'- 
two  years.  Mr.  Lauffer  came  to  Kansas  in  187',l. 
In  1881  he  contracted  a  second  marriage  with  Mrs. 


Catherine  Savener,  widow  of  Peter  Savener,  who 
died  in  Paris,  France,  leaving  four  children,  namel}': 
Christoljih,  Mary,  Nicholas  and  Peter,  all  of  whom 
are  living  with  our  subject. 

Peter  Savener  was  born  in  Prussia,  wiiere  he 
learned  carpentering,  but  later  went  to  Paris,  leav- 
ing iiis  family  in  Germany,  and  died  in  that  city. 
His  wife  Catherine,  was  born  in  Hesse  Darmstadt, 
Oct.  10,  1844,  and  came  with  her  four  small  chil- 
dren to  America,  settling  in  Washington  County, 
Kan.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  Lauffer,  died  in  Ger- 
many, each  at  the  age  of  sixty-two  years.  Thej' 
were  highly  respectable  people  and  more  than  or- 
dinarily intelligent.  Mrs.  Lauffer  is  a  member  of 
the  German  Catholic  Church.  Mr.  Lauffer  is  a 
sound  Republican,  politically,  but  has  no  aspira- 
tions for  office,  being  content  to  pursue  the  even 
tenor  of  his  waj'  amid  the  peaceful  emplo3'ments  of 
farm  life. 


ellARLES  LABES.  One  of  the  valuable 
farms  of  Washington  County,  is  that  owned 
and  occupied  by  the  above  named  gentle- 
man. It  is  located  on  section  19,  Clifton  Town- 
ship. It  is  well  fertilized  b}'  creek  water  and  is 
pleasantly  located.  It  is  well  stocked,  and  excel- 
lent buildings  have  been  erected  upon  it.  Its  fine 
condition  is  due  to  the  present  owner  as  it  was 
but  little  improved  when  he  took  possession  of  it. 
Even  a  tyro  in  agricultural  matters  would  see  at  a 
glance  that  it  is  tlie  home  of  a  first-class  farmer. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  came  to  this 
State  and  county  in  1871,  direct  from  Germany. 
Two  brothers,  Julius  and  Alex  Labes,  had  come 
two  years  previous  and  he  desired  to  join  them. 
Julius  Labes  is  now  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits near  Washington,  this  county. 

Charles  Labes  was  born  in  Prussia,  Sept.  26, 
1839.  There  he  grew  to  manhood,  receiving  the  ed- 
ucation which  Germany  furnishes  all  her  sons  and 
daughters.  He  learned  the  tr.ade  of  a  stone  mason. 
In  his  native  land  he  was  married  to  Sophia  Minka. 
She  was  also  a  native  of  Prussia,  in  which  country 
her  parents  lived  and  died.  Her  father  was  a 
cooper.  Sometime  after  the  birth  of  their  oldest 
child,  Mr.   and    Mrs.    Labes  set  out  for  America. 
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Tliey  sailed  from  GermaD_y,  and  after  an  unevent- 
ful voyage  of  twentj'-six  days,  landed  in  New 
York  City  whence  they  came  immediately  to  this 
county. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Charles  Labes.  was  a 
Prussian  farmer  and  miller.  He  spent  his  entire 
life  in  his  native  State,  as  did  his  wife.  She  bore 
the  maiden  name  of  Wilhelmina  Melchaska.  She 
departed  this  life  at  the  age  of  sixty-five,  and  her 
husband  at  the  age  of  seventy-two.  Both  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Lutheran  Church.  Their  family  com- 
prised three  sons  and  one  daughter.  The  sons,  as 
before  stated,  came  to  America.  The  daughter  is 
living  in  her  native  land,  and  is  the  wife  of  Ferdi- 
nand Grough,  a  shoemaker. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Labes  have  been  greatly 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  five  children.  They  are 
named  respectively:  Amos  J.,  Martha  W.,  Henry 
C.,  Minnie  S.  and  Alexandra  S.  All  a're  at  home, 
and  receiving  careful  home  training  and  good  edu- 
cational advantages. 

Mr.  Labes  is  a  leailing  supporter  of  the  principles 
of  the  Republican  party.  He  and  his  wife  belong 
to  the  best  class  of  German-American  citizens, 
being  enterprising,  intelligent  and  of  upright 
character. 

ILLIAM  MILLER,  of  Grant  Township, 
Washington  County,  bears  the  distinction 
of  being  one  of  the  first  men  to  settle  on 
the  prairie  in  this  section,  taking  up  the  northwest 
quarter  of  section  26,  as  a  homestead,  in  1868.  At 
the  time  deer,  antelopes  and  wild  turkeys  were 
plentiful,  and  the  country  around  presented  a  wild 
and  desolate  appearance,  uninhabited  by  man.  Mr. 
Miller  was  very  poor  and  for  three  years  after  set- 
tling here  did  not  even  have  a  chicken  on  his  place. 
For  his  dwelling  he  cut  out  a  dugout  in  the  sand 
rock,  which  he  now  uses  as  a  stable.  His  wife  was 
an  invalid  for  six  years,  and  his  children  being 
small,  he  had  to  do  all  the  work  both  indoors  and 
out.  All  the  money  which  he  could  make  there- 
after, fully  $1,000,  was  paid  out  in  the  hopes  of 
restoring  his  wife  to  health,  but  in  vain.  Slic  died 
leaving  him  with  a  family  of  three  cljildren;  Teracy, 
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1(1  ^\■illie  who  are  at  home  with  their  father. 

■stead  is  now  complete  in  all  its  appoint- 
ments, and  stands  as  a  monument  to  the  industry 
and  perseverance  of  the  proprietor. 

Mr.Miller  was  born  in  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Baden, 
Germany,  in  May,  1833,  and  lived  there  until  a 
3'oung  man  of  twenty-four  years.  He  had  received 
a  limited  education  in  his  native  tongue,  antf  from 
his  boyhood  was  trained  to  habits  of  industry. 
Upon  coming  to  America  he  located  at  Marengo, 
111.,  and  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War  enlisted 
as  a  Union  soldier  in  Comi)any  C,  Itth  Illinois  In- 
fantry, soon  after  which  he  fought  at  Fts.  Henry 
and  Donelson,  and  was  wounded  severely  in  the 
left  foot.  When  partially  recovering  and  anxious 
to  get  back  to  his  regiment,  he  rejoined  his  com- 
rades in  time  to  participate  in  the  battle  of  Shiloh, 
where  he  received  several  bullet  holes  through  his 
clothing,  and  one  grazed  the  bone  of  the  right 
shoulder  inducing  paralysis  of  the  right  arm,  which 
continued  for  some  time.  The  wound  in  his  foot 
also  re-opened  and  dropsy  followed,  from  wiiich  he 
has  suffered  from  that  time.  In  1862,  on  account 
of  disability,  he  was  given  his  honorable  discharge 
at  Evansville,  Ind.,  and  returned  to  Marengo,  111., 
where  he  remained  about  two  years,  but  was  unable 
to  do  any  labor. 

Later,  Mr.  Miller  repaired  to  Belleville,  III., 
where  he  worked  awhile,  and  next  went  to  St.  Louis. 
Mo.,and  secured  employment  at  iiis  trade  of  a  baker. 
He  there  met  and  married  Miss  Minnie  Rocken, 
and  soon  afterward  came  to  Washington  Count3-, 
Kan.  The  events  which  followed  we  have  alreadj^ 
described.  Years  later,  on  the  8t!i  of  April,  1889, 
he  contracted  a  second  marriage  with  Mrs.  E.  M. 
(Ketchum)  Cowpevthaite.  This  lady  was  born  in 
Geneseo  Count3-.  N.  Y.,  and  is  the  only  suiviving 
member  of  her  family.  Her  parents  were  William 
and  Maria  Ketchum,  who  spent  their  early  years  on 
a  farm  in  Geneseo  County,  N.  Y.  There  were  born 
to  them  ten  children,  and  five  of  the  sons  fought  in 
the  Union  army  during  the  late  war.  One  was 
killed  in  battle  and  one  died  from  a  wound  received 
in  the  wrist.  The  other  three  likewise  died  from 
the  effects  of  life  in  the  army.  Mrs.  Miller  is  a 
very  capable  and  intelligent  lad^-  and  is  of  great 
assistance  to  her  husband.     They  have  a  comniodi- 
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ous  frame  dwelling,  with  substantial  ontbuilrlings, 
and  all  the  land  is  in  a  good  state  of  cultivation. 
Mr.  Miller  politically,  is  a  sound  Republican,  and 
his  views  in  this  direction  are  heartily  endorsed  by 
his  wife,  who  never  can  forget  the  death  of  her 
brothers  in  the  Union  army.  Mrs.  Miller  belongs  to 
the  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  while  Mr.  Miller  is  a 
German  Catholic. 
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lOTLOB  SCHAUBKL.  This  enterprising 
young  farmer  of  Jackson  Township,  Riley 
County,  operates  200  acres  of  his  father's 
land,  lying  on  section  30.  and  is  a  general  favorite  in 
his  community.  He  is  intelligent  and  industrious, 
and  the  day  is  evidently  not  far  off  when  he  will 
have  acquired  a  solid  footing,  financially,  and  will 
occupy  a  leading  position  among  his  fellow  citizens. 
He  is  of  German  parentage,  but  was  born  in 
Goshen,  Elkhart  Co.,  Ind.,  Aug.  3.  1862.  When 
a  year  old,  his  parents  came  to  Kansas,  locating 
on  land  in  the  vicinity  of  Manhattan,  whence 
they  removed  four  years  later  to  Jackson  Town- 
ship, Riley  County,  where  their  son  was  reared 
upon  a  farm,  attended  the  common  school  and 
assisted  his  parents  until  attaining  his  majority.  He 
then  took  ciiarge  of  the  homestead  where  he  first 
prosecuted  general  farming,  then  drifred  gradually 
into  stock-raising  at  which  he  has  done  exceedingly 
well..  For  the  convenience  of  this  industry  he  has 
arranged  yards  and  buildings  and  has  all  the  fa- 
cilities for  prosecuting  it  in  a  sj'Stematic  and  profi- 
table manner. 

The  Schaubel  homestead  presents  a  pleasing  pic- 
ture in  the  landscape  with  its  groves  and  orchards, 
and  a  vineyard  of  800  vines.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  married  in  Sherman  Township.  July  20, 
1888,  to  Miss  Anna  Ebens,  a  native  of  Germany, 
and  whose  father,  a  shoemaker  by  trade,  still  re- 
mains in  his  native  country.  Mrs.  Schaubel  came 
alone  to  America  in  1884,  and  thereafter  until  her 
marriage  made  her  home  with  her  uncle,  Martin 
Govenstein,  in  Sherman  Township.  She  is  an  ex- 
cellent lady  and  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Of  this  union  there 
has  been  born  one  child,  a  daughter,    Meta,     Mr. 


Schaubel.  politlcallj',  is  an  active  Democrat  and  is 
frequently  selected  as  a  delegate  to  the  county  con- 
ventions of  his  party. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  Traugott  Schaubel, 
a  native  of  the  city  of  Marbah,  in  the  Kingdom  of 
Wurtemburg,  and  born  March  27,  1824.  He  was 
educated  in  his  native  city,  the  birth-place  of  the 
immortal  Schiller.  His  father  was  Christof  Schau- 
bel, likewise  a  native  of  Marbah,  and  a  blacksmith 
by  trade.  He  spent  his  entire  _life  in  his  native 
city.  His  wife  was  Christine  Albright,  the  daugh- 
ter of  Henricli  Albright,  one  of  the  leading  archi- 
tects of  Marbah.  She  was  well  educated,  and  after 
the  death  of  her  husband,  emigrated,  in  1850,  to 
America,  and  settled  in  Goshen,  Ind.,  where  she 
died  in  1863,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-two 
years.  To  her  and  her  husband  there  were  iioru 
twelve  children — Frederick,  deceased  ;  Christian, 
who  is  now  eighty  years  of  age  and  a  retired  shoe- 
maker of  Chicago,  III,  possessing  ample  means  ; 
William,  deceased  ;  Gotleib,  a  resident  of  Schuyl- 
kill, County,  Pa. ;  Gotlob  served  in  an  Indiana 
regiment  during  the  late  war,  was  wounded,  draws 
a  pension,  and  is  now  a  resident  of  Clay  County. 
Kan.;  Traugott,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  the 
sixth  child  ;  Henry  resides  near  Clay  Center, 
Kan.;  Benjamin  is  in  Lancaster,  Pa.;  Wilhelmina, 
Johanna  and  Christina  are  deceased;  Fredricka. 
Mrs.  Neff,  lives  in  Goshen,  Ind. 

The  elder  Schaubel  served  an   apprenticeship  of 
j    three  years  as  a  carpentei-  and  joiner,  commencing 
i   at  the    early    age    of    fourteen.     He  traveled  over 
I    German_v  and  Switzerland  three  years,  then  returned 
I    home  to  enter  the  army.     On  the   24th  of  March, 
1 845,  he  enlisted  in  the  Neaner  Cavahy,  and  served 
'   six  years  as  a  Corporal,  taking  part  in  the  German 
,    Rebellion  of  1848-49.     He  received   his  honorable 
discharge  April  1,  1851,  and   .again    began  travel- 
ing and  working  at  his  trade,  but  sojourned    prin- 
cipally in  Baden.       In  April,  1853,   he  set  sail  for 
America,  taking  passage   at  Antwerp,  and  after  a 
voyage  of  seventy  days,   during  which  the  vessel 
!    encountered  severe  storms,   landed   safely  in  New 
York  harbor. 

To  the  City  of  Brotherly  Love  the  father  of  our 

subject    thence    proceeded,    and    for   two    months 

j    worked  at  his  trade,  after  which  he  made  his  wa}'  to 
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Chicago,  111.,  where  he  followed  his  trade  until 
August,  1854,  at  which  time  the  cholera  broke  out 
aud  he  left  for  Goshen,  Ind.,  where  he  engaged  as 
a  builder  and  contractor  until  July,  1863.  We 
next  find  him  in  Manhattan,  Kan.,  where  he  jjut 
up  a  residence  for  himself,  and  operated  as  before 
until  the  spring  of  1870.  He  now  resolved  to  turn 
his  attention  to  farming  and  homesteaded  160  acres 
of  land,  besides  pre-empting  furty  acres  adjoining. 
He  was  successful  in  his  efforts  as  a  tiller  of  the 
soil  and  is  now  retired  from  active  labor,  being  sur- 
rounded by  all  the  comforts  of  life.  He  is  a  Luth- 
eran in  religion,  and  a  Democrat  in  politics. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  in  her  girlhood. 
Miss  Mary  Kramer.  She  was  born  in  Monheim, 
(Germany,  March  9,  1829,  and  became  the  wife  of 
Traugott  Schaubel,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.. 
July  10,  1853.  Her  father,  Adaui  Kramer,  was  a 
native  of  the  same  place  as  his  daughter,  where  he 
operated  as  the  superintendent  of  a  large  farm. 
He  married  Catherine  Ililsbergen,  and  both  parents 
died  wiien  Mar}'  was  a  small  child.  She  was  reared 
by  strangers,  and  emigrated  to  America  with  her 
brother  in  1853.  She  is  a  member  in  good  stand- 
ing of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  To  her 
and  her  husband  there  were  born  five  children, 
viz:  Henry,  a  traveling  man  ;  Albert  a  merchant 
of  Pueblo,  Col.;  Gotlob,  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
Fredricka,  the  wife  of  Ed.  Marksheffle  of  Man- 
hattan, and  Mary  residing  at  Colorado  Springs, 
Col. 


NTONY  FORSTER,  respected  by  his  neigh- 
bors, an  honest  man  and  a  good  citizen,  is 
well  known'to  a  large  portion  of  the  resi- 
dents of  Independence  Township,  where  he 
homesteaded,  in  1878,  120  acres  of  land  on  section 
9.  By  a  course  of  great  industry,  prudence  and 
economy,  he  succeeded  in  building  up  one  of  the 
best  farms  in  the  township,  from  a  tract  of  wild 
prairie  land.  He  was  unmarried  and  kept  bache-  | 
lor's  hall  for  two  years.  Then  renting  out  his  land 
he  entered  tiic  employ  of  the  St.  Joe  &  Grand 
Island  Railroad  Company,  working  as  a  section 
hand,  and  later  was  emploj'ed  in  a  butcher  shop  in 
Hanover.  In  the  meantime  he  had  been  preparing  to   \ 


establish  a  home  of  his  own  and  in  January,  1883, 
went  to  Manitowoc  County,  Wis.,  and  was  there 
married.  Jan,  31,  1883,  to  Miss  Annie  Pray. 

After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Forster  settled 
upon  the  present  homestead  and  labored  with  one 
mutual  purpose  in  view — the  improvement  and  cul- 
tivation of  the  farm — and  having  a  thoughtful  care 
for  the  future.  In  due  time  there  were  born  to 
them  four  children  only  two  of  whom  arc  now  liv- 
ing— Anna  Clara,  born  Dec.  21,  1883,  and  George 
Wensl,  Dec.  16,  1885.  The  happy  household  met 
with  its  first  deep  affliction  in  the  death  of  thedevoted 
wife  and  mother  which  occurred  in  childbirth.  May 
3,  1889.  Mrs.  Forster  was  a  lady  of  many  estima- 
ble qualities  and  was  the  encourager  of  her  hus- 
band in  all  his  worthy  ambitions,  standing  bravely 
by  his  side  through  storm  and  sunshine,  and  labor- 
ing equally  with  him  industriously  and  prudently 
in  the  accumulation  of  a  competence.  Her  death 
was  deeiily  mourned  by  him  as  well  as  the  many 
friends  whom  she  had  drawn  around  her  by  self- 
sacrificing  devotion  to  duty,  which  was  a  matter  of 
comment  among  all  who  knew  her.  She,  like  her 
husband,  was  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church.  Her  parents  were  George 
and  Annie  (Seidl)  Pray,  who  are  now  residents  of 
Manitowoc  County,  Wis.,  where  Mr.  Pray  is  owner 
of  a  fine  farm.  The  parental  famih'  consisted  of 
eight  children  of  whom  Mrs.  Forster  was  the  third 
and  she  was  born  in  the  county  above  mentioned, 
Oct.  16,  1861. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  George  Forster,  a 
native  of  Bohemia,  Austria,  and  a  farmer  by  occu- 
pation. The  maiden  name  of  his  mother  was  Annie 
Seidl,  likewise  a  native  of  Bohemia,  where  they 
were  reared  and  married.  They  emigrated  to 
America  in  1873  and  later  made  their  home  with  a 
daughter  in  Wisconsin,  where  the  father  died  in 
1880.  The  mother  is  still  living  there  and  is  now 
seventy-five  years  old.  They  were  the  parents  of 
five  children  of  whom  Antony  was  the  youngest. 
He  received  a  good  education  in  his  native  tongue, 
and  also  became  familiar  with  the  English  language. 
He  was  thirteen  years  of  age  when  emigrating  to 
America  and  was  a  resident  of  Wisconsin  for  a 
period  of  twelve  years.  In  the  meantime  he 
worked  on  a  farm,  aucl  for  live  years  was  employed 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


in  the  pineries.     His   subsequent  course   we   have 
already  indicated. 

Politically,  Mr.  Forster  supports  the  principles  of 
the  Democratic  party.  The  improvements  upon 
his  farm  have  been  brought  about  by  his  own 
labors,  and  in  addition  to  the  buildings  mentioned, 
he  has  an  orchard  of  125  fruit  trees,  besides  trees 
of  the  smaller  fruits.  Ten  acres  of  his  laud  is  in 
good  timlier.  He  usuallj'  keeps  about  ten  liead  of 
cattl'\  twenty-five  head  of  swine  and  four  good 
work  horses.  He  is  essentially  a  self-made  man 
and  is  one  of  those  solid  and  reliable  characters 
from  which  is  built  up  the  best  elements  of  the 
community. 

,,.2.:.I.:.g-.^.— 


W^ETER    G.    JOHXSON,    one    of    the    most 

11  Jj]  prominent  Swedish  farmers  of  Riley  Coun- 
'M|?*^    ty,  is    not  only  popular  among    his   own 

jl\  countrymen  but  among  his  adopted  breth- 
ren. He  at  one  time  mingled  considerably  in  poli- 
tics, and  was  nominated  by  the  Greenback  party  as 
the  Representative  from  Riley  Ciounty  to  the  Leg- 
islature, being  defeated  by  only  one  vote,  and 
there  are  people  in  the  county  who  believe  he 
was  fully  elected.  His  career  of  industry-  and  fru- 
gality has  made  him  independent  financially-,  he 
being  the  owner  of  500  acres  of  fine  land,  lying  on 
sections  6,  12  and  18,  Madison  Township,  the 
homestead  proper  being  on  section  1 8.  Mr.  John- 
son, however,  resides  on  section  12.  He  came  to 
America  poor  in  purse  and  his  present  possessions 
are  the  result  of  his  own  industrj-  and  perseverance. 
Politically  he  is  now  in  s^'mpathy  with  the  Union 
Labor  party. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Sweden, 
March  15,  1834,  and  is  the  son  of  John  and  Carrie 
E.  Johnson,  who  were  likewise  of  Swedish  birth 
and  ancestry.  John  Johnson  was  twice  married, 
both  times  in  Sweden.  His  first  wife  died  there, 
and  after  his  second  marriage  he,  in  1856,  emi- 
grated to  America,  and  coming  directly  to  Kansas 
settled  in  Butler  County,  where  he  died  soon  aft- 
erward. By  his  first  wife.  Carrie,  he  became  the 
father  of  two  children,  Peter  G.,  our  subject,  and 
August,    who   is   now    deceased.      Of    his  second 


union  there  were  four  children,  viz.,  Victor,  Oscar, 
Christina  and  Tilda.  August  and  Victor  were 
killed  by  the  Indians  in  the  Indian  Territory,  in 
1862. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  only  surviving 
member  of  his  family,  except  a  half-sister  who 
resides  in  Washington.  He  lived  in  Sweden 
until  twenty-three  years  of  age,  following  farming 
for  a  livelihood,  and  acquired  a  practical  educa- 
tion in  the  common  school.  During  his  younger 
years  he  for  some  time  followed  the  sea.  In  1856 
he  emigrated  with  his  parents  to  America  and 
thereafter  spent  about  eighteen  months  in  Marshall 
Countj^  111.  In  1858  he  came  to  the  territory  of 
Kansas,  settling  on  a  tract  of  land  in  Butler 
County,  where  he  operated  until  1863.  We  next 
find  him  in  Montana,  where  he  followed  various 
pursuits  until  1865. 

In  the  above-mentioned  year  Mr.  Johnson  re- 
turned to  Kansas  and  settled  in  Rile_y  County,  of 
which  he  has  since  been  a  resident.  In  1870  he 
was  married  in  Riley  County  to  Miss  Anna  E.  Shel- 
lerstrom.  This  ladj'  by  her  first  husband  became 
the  mother  of  two  children,  Hilman  and  Melshior. 
Of  her  union  with  our  subject  there  has  been  born 
one  child.  Peter  A.  Mr.  Johnson's  homestead, 
which  is  duly  illustrated  on  another  page,  stands  as 
a  fitting  monument  to  his  industry  and  his  value  as 
a  member  of  the  community. 

■  -^ ^-^-^ ^^• 


J^OHX  MELVILLE  KIM] 
I     tan    Township,  is  desigr 
||    ligent    farmer   of    cour1 
^}/    progressive    ideas."       I: 


OHX  MELVILLE  KIMBALL,  of  Manhat- 
;nated  as  '•  an  intel- 
courteous  address  and 
^iWJJ  progressive  ideas."  He  has  a  pleasant 
home  one-fourth  of  a  mile  from  the  public  high- 
waj',  approached  bj^  a  lane  bordered  on  each 
side  by  shade  trees  and  which  affords  a  very 
nice  drive.  He  has  a  neat  and  substantial  resi- 
dence with  other  good  improvements,  including  a 
fine  orchard,  and  his  farm  indicates  the  supervision 
of  a  careful  and  thrift^'  man  who  has  made  it  a 
point  to  live  within  his  income,  and  has  by  his  in- 
dustry and  economy  fortified  himself  against  want 
in  his  old  age. 

A    New  Englander    by  birth,  the  early  home  of 


Farm  Residence  of  J.  M.  Kimball.Sec  2. Manhattan Tp.,Riley  Co. Kan. 


Residenceof  p.  G.  Johnson,  5ec.12. Madison Tp.,Ri ley  Co. Kan. 
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Mr.  Kimball  was  in  Goffstown,  N.H.,  wliere  he  first 
opened  liis  eyes  to  the  light,  May  11,1836.  His 
father,  John  Kimball,  Sr.,  was  a  native  of  New 
Hampshire,  and  his  motlier,  who  in  her  girlhood 
was  Sarah  (Collins)  Putnam,  was  born  in  Dan  vers, 
.Mass.,  and  was  a  lineal  descendant  of  Gen.  Israel 
Putnam,  of  Revolutionary  fame.  The  paternal 
grandfather  was  also  a  native  of  the  old  Granite 
State.  The  maternal  grandmother  of  Mr.  Kimball 
was  a  daughter  of  Gen.  Collins,  who  signalized 
himself  as  a  brave  oflicer  in  the  Revolutionary 
War.  John  Kimball  was  a  miller  by  trade  and 
during  his  younger  years  followed  this  in  Massa- 
chusetts. 

To  the  parents  of  our  subject  there  was  born  a 
family  of  nine  children,  the  eldest  of  whom,  a 
daughter,  Cordelia,  married  Horace  Eells,  a  carpen- 
ter, and  they  live  in  Garden  Grove,  Cal.;  J.  Au- 
gustus met  his  death  by  accident  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  shortly  after  coming  to  Kansas, 
being  run  over  by  a  wagon  loaded  with  lumber. 
Richard  lives  on  a  farm  adjoining  that  of  his 
brother;  he  married  Miss  Lizzie  Greer,  and 
has  four  children  living;  during  the  late  war  he 
served  in  Company  G,  11th  Kansas  infantry,  with 
John  Melville.  Sarah  P.  is.  the  wife  of  O.  W.  Bill, 
a  farmer  in  the  vicinity  of  Garden  Grove,  Cal. ; 
Charles  W.  married  Miss  Lois  Chaffee  and  occupies 
the  old  homestead,  one-half  mile  south  of  his 
brother  John ;  he  has  two  children  ;  during  the  late 
war  he  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Company  G,  11th 
Kansas  Infantry  and  served  one  and  one-half  years. 
Edward  W.  married  Miss  Anna  McCrea;  he  is  the 
father  of  two  children  and  lives  on  a  farm  one-half 
mile  south  of  his  brother  John  M.  Ella,  the  wife 
of  Timothy  Powers,  a  plasterer  by  trade,  is  the 
mother  of  three  children  and  lives  in  Garden 
Grove,  Cal.  Carrie  is  unmarried  and  makes  her 
home  with  her  si&ter,  Mrs.  Eells,  in  California. 

Mr.  Kimball  came  to  Kansas  Territory  in  1856 
with  his  brother  Augustus  and  took  up  the  160 
acres  of  land  which  comprises  his  present  farm. 
He  made  some  improvements  upon  it,  but  in  Au- 
gust, 1862,  lie  decided  to  assist  in  the  preservation 
of  the  Union,  and  enlisted  in  Company  G,  lltli 
Kansas  Infantry  (afterward  cavalry),  serving  until 
the  close  of  the  war.    He  participated  in  the  battles 


of  Pea  Ridge,  Prairie  Grove  and  Cane  Hill,  and  in 
numerous  minor  engagements,  including  the  chase 
after  the  rebel.  Price,  and  in  the  meantime  was 
made  the  Commissary  Sergeant  of  his  regiment. 
He  endured  the  usual  hardships  of  life  in  the  army 
but  escaped  without  l^eing  wounded  or  captured, 
and  after  receiving  his  honorable  discharge  re- 
turned to  tiie  peaceful  pursuits  of  farm  life. 

Mr.  Kimball  was  married  in  April,  1872.  to  Miss 
Mary  Ellen,  daughter  of  Milton  Barney,  of  Battle 
Creek,  Mich.  They  are  now  the  parents  of  six 
children,  viz.,  Albert  B.,  Charles  Augustus,  John 
Milton,  Perley  P..  Edgar  and  Mary.  Mr.  Kimball 
is  a  sound  Republican  politically,  quite  prominent 
in  party  politics  and  is  frequently  sent  as  a  dele- 
gate to  the  various  conventions.  He  is  one  of  the 
Trustees  of  Manhattan  Township,  whicli  office  he 
has  held  for  the  last  three  years  and  lias  likewise 
officiated  as  Schoo.  Treasurer.  Socially  he  belongs 
to  Manhattan  Lodge,  No.  16,  A.F.&  A.M.,  and  he 
is  also  a  member  of  Lew  Gove  Post  No.  100, 
G.A.R.,  at  Manhattan.  The  pleasant  Kimball 
homestead  is  illustrated  by  a  fine  lithographic  view 
on  another  page. 


^I^RANK  KLIXG 

lls^gi  Kling  settled  on  section  11,  Franklin  Town 


Nearly  ten  years  ago  Mr. 

ection  11,  Franklii 
^  ~  shi|3,  Washington,  County,  having  taken 
up  160  acres  of  land  and  since  that  time  he  has 
giveii  his  main  attention  to  its  cultivation  and  im- 
provement. It  is  interesting  to  note  the  representa- 
tives of  the  different  nationalities  who  at  an  early 
day  emigrated  to  the  New  World  and  across  the 
Mississippi,  and  to  whose  industry  the  Great  West 
is  largely  indebted  for  her  growth  and  development. 
The  subject  of  this  notice  was  born  in  the  Canton 
of  Bassal,  Switzerland,  May  1,  1852  and  in  1870, 
when  a  youth  of  eighteen  years  crossed  the  Atlan- 
tic and  landed  a  stranger  in  a  strange  land. 

Young  Kling,  after  setting  foot  upon  American 
soil,  stopped  in  New  York  City  a  short  time,  then 
repaired  to  Albany  and  later  secured  work  on  a 
farm  near  that  cit\ .  Uiion  leaving  there  he  emi- 
grated to  St.  Louis  where  he  sojourned  six  moiilhs 
anil     thence    going    to    Edwardsville,    111.,    where 
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lie  farmed  and  oiierated  in  .stock  for  two  3'ears, 
then  went  from  there  to  Henry  County,  Iowa,  and 
followed  farming  in  that  region  until  coming  to 
Kansas.  Three  years  prior  to  this  his  mother,  Mrs. 
Theresa  Klin.gjad  joined  him  in  this  country  and  is 
still  living  with  him.  His  father,  Jacob  Kling, 
spent  his  entire  life  in  Switzerland,  and  died  there. 
In  1874  Mr.  Kling  took  unto  himself  a  wife  and 
helpmate  Miss  Elizabeth  Haas,  who  was  likewise  a 
r.ative  of  Switzerland  and  came  to  America  when 
twenty-three  years  old.  They  are  the  parents 
of  one  child  only,  a  daughter,  Lizzie,  born  Feb. 
10.  1875.  Mrs.  Kling  by  a  former  marriage  is  the 
mother  of  two  sons,  John  and  Frank,  who  have 
taken  the  name  of  their  step-father,  being  called 
Kling.  The  parents  of  Mr.  Kling  had  four  chil- 
dren, one  of  whom  died  in  Switzerland  and  three 
caine  to  this  country.  His  sister.  Elizabeth,  is  the 
wife  of  George  Dubt  and  a  resident  of  New  York 
City,  His  brother  Jacob  lives  in  this  county.  Mr. 
Kling  votes  with  the  Democratic  party  and  in  his 
religious  ideas  conforms  to  the  doctrines  of  the 
Lutheran  Church  in  which  he  was  reared,  as  was  also 


ife. 


-.!>-.-;s^>4g|0ji^i.^tfS«s^,^ 


'^^HOMAS  GOWENLOCK.  The  business  in- 
/^^^  terests  of  Clay  Center  and  vicinity  recog- 
^^^  nize  this  gentleman  as  one  of  the  important 
factois  which  have  lent  to  this  town  a  standing  sec- 
ond to  none  in  this  part  of  Kansas.  He  deals 
extensively  in  drugs,  paints  and  oils,  and  is  located 
on  Fifth  street,  adjacent  to  the  business  portion  of 
the  city.  He  carries  a  complete  stock  of  all  goods 
in  his  line,  and  is  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  lucrative 
trade. 

Mr.  Gowenlock  was  born  in  the  city  of  Carlisle, 
England,  Feb.  3,  1847,  but  when  a  little  lad  of 
four  years  was  brought  by  his  parents  to  America. 
They  lived  in  New  York  City  until  1861,  where 
the  boy  acquired  a  good  education,  completing 
his  studies  in  the  High  School.  He  entered  upon 
his  business  career  as  an  apprentice  in  a  drug  store 
in  the  metropolis,  hut  later  circumstances  conspired 
to  change  his  vocation,  and  he  entered  the  employ 
of  the  Hudson  River  Railroad  Comp.any.  In  tiie 
meantime,  desirous  of  advancing  his  book  knowl- 


edge, he  attended  the  night  schools  of  Cooper  Insti- 
tute, and  was  graduated  in  mechanical  drawing  and 
mathematics.  He  was  finally  admitted  to  the  draw- 
ing rooms  of  the  above-mentioned  railroad  com- 
pany, and  remained  in  its  employ  until  1861. 

In  the  year  above  mentioned,  Mr.  Gowenlock 
emigrated  to  Illinois  and  became  chief  clerk  and 
draftsman  of  the  Indianapolis  &  St.  Louis  Railroad 
Company,  with  headquarters  at  Litchfield.  He  was 
occupied  at  both  drawing  and  designing  for  that 
railway',  generally  known  as  the  "  Big  Four,"  and 
superintended  the  construction  of  their  shops  at 
Mattoon.  In  1872  he  resigned  this  position  and 
going  to  Springfield  became,  draftsman-in-chief  of 
the  Wabash  &  Western  Railroad.  Six  months  la- 
ter he  left  this  position  to  become  draftsman-in- 
chief  and  chief  clerk  in  the  machinery  department 
of  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  Railroad,  remaining 
with  this  company  until  1872. 

Determining  now  to  quit  railroading  Mr.  Gow- 
enlock, in  company  with  several  other  gentlemen, 
including  ex-Governor  Glick  and  Mr.  Strickler,  of 
Junction  City,  all  men  of  wealth  and  standing, 
formed  a  partnership  for  the  purpose  of  develop- 
ing a  silver  mine  in  Colorado  in  the  vicinity  of 
Silverton,  purchasing  considerable  mining  propert3^ 
and  Mr.  Gowenlock  putting  up  a  free  milling  ore 
plant.  Not  finding  this  very  lucrative,  Mr.  Gow- 
enlock  acqtiainted  himself  more  fully  with  the  prac- 
tical details  of  mining  and  then  utilized  his 
knowledge  b}'  putting  in  mills  and  other  apparatus 
for  other  parties. 

Mr.  Gowenlock  finally  drifted  into  Leadville  in 
January,  1879,  where  he  found  a  fine  field  for  exer- 
cising his  knowledge  of  mining,  becoming  superin- 
tendent of  mines  and  mining  property,  and 
sojourning  there  two  years  and  until  1880.  In  the 
fall  of  that  year  he  went  to  Kokomo,  Col.,  and  en- 
gaged as  Superintendent  of  mining  property  for 
Senator  Tabor  and  his  associates.  He  returned  to 
Leadville  in  1882  and  was  similarly  eng.aged  until 
December  the  following  j'ear.  During  this  time  he 
had  charge  of  a  Larger  extent  and  more  valuable 
mining  property  than  any  man  in  the  Unite(i  States. 
He  also  took  up  more  ore  in  twenty-four  hours  than 
was  ever  before  or  has  ever  since  been  raised —  up- 
on   one  occasion  $111,000  in  twenty-four  hours. 
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He  has  a  valuable  pin  presented  liini  b}'  Thomas 
Nast,  Charles  Francis  Adams,  Jr.,  and  the  Direc- 
tors of  the  Bank   of  Republic  of  New  York  City. 

The  general  knowledge  of  Mr.  Gowenlock  as  a 
mechanical  engineer,  in  connection  with  iiis  knowl- 
edge of  raining,  created  a  demand  for  him  as  an 
expert  in  various  important  law  cases  and  other 
business.  P^ven  after  .abandoning  mining,  lie  was 
frequently  called  upon  to  testify  as  an  expert  be- 
fore the  United  States  courts.  While  in  Colorado 
lie  likewise  became  prominent  in  the  affairs  of  Ko- 
komo,  and  was  elected  the  second  Mayor  of  the  city. 
Altliougli  lie  found  mining  very  lucrative  at  this 
place,  he  did  not  wish  to  take  his  family  there,  and 
so  established  himself  at  Colorado  Springs  in  .Jan- 
uary, 1884,  where  he  purchased  a  drug  store  and 
conducted  this  until  coming  to  Clay  County,  Kan., 
in  January,  1886,  when  he  located  in  Clay  Center. 
Here  likewise  he  established  himself  in  the  drug 
business  to  which  he  has  slues  given  his  undivided 
attention. 

Since  coming  to- this  section  Mr.  Gowenlock  has 
held  aloof  from  politics,  although  he  has  kept  him- 
self thoroughly  posted  upon  State  and  National 
events, and  possesses  a  large  fund  of  general  informa- 
tion. While  in  Colorado  he  owned  and  edited  the 
first  paper  published  there.  In  Mt.  Vernon,  HI,, 
Mr.  Gowenlock  was  married  Jan,  17,  1876,  to  Miss 
Emma  Mabel  Allen.  Of  this  union  there  are  two 
children — Mabel  Allen,  who  was  born  in  Kokomo, 
Col.,  just  at  the  timber  line,  11,000  feet  above  the 
sea,  in  1883;  and  Thomas  Russell,  who  was  born 
jn  Clay  Center,  Kan.  Mrs.  Gowenlock  was  born, 
reared  and  married  in  the  same  house  at  Mt. 
Vernon,  111. .and  is  the  daughter  of  John  and  Eliza 
Allen,  former!}'  of  Kentuck}-.  She  is  a  very  es- 
timable lady  and  a  member  in  good  standing  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church.  Mr.  Gowenlock,  socially^ 
belongs  to  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  has  attained 
to  the  Master's  degree.  He  is  also  a  Knight  Tem- 
plar and  a  Knight  of  Pythias,  and  in  the  latter  order  I 
was  Commander  in  Illinois. 

The  father  of  our  subject  w.as  James  Gowen  lock 
a   gentleman   of  English  birth  and  parentage,  who   ] 
married  Miss   Sarah    Russell.     After   the  birth  of,   [ 
two  children,  they,  in  1851.  emigrated  to  America, 
and  sojourned  for  awhile  in  New  York  City,  where   I 


the  father  occupied  himself  at  his  trade  of  machin- 
ist. Seven  of  their  children  lived  to  mature  years. 
James,  at  an  early  age,  began  working  for  himself 
in-  England,  New  York  City,  Litchfield,  Mattoon 
and  Mt.  Vernon,  III.,  receiving  for  his  services 
never  more  than  $2.50  per  day.  By  frugal  living 
and  care  in  his  investments,  he  has  amassed  a  little 
fortune  of  over  150.000.  He  owns  stock  in  the 
Mt.  Carmel  Bank,  of  which  one  of  his  sons  is  (Cash- 
ier and  another  son  Assistant  Cashier.  The  par- 
ents upon  leaving  New  Y^ork  City  settled  in  JNIt. 
Vernon,  111.,  where  thev  still  live. 


■^S"* 


Q) 


[^HILIP  E.  ARNOLD.  It  is  usually  con- 
sidered that  a  man's  surroundings  are 
ample  indications  of  his  true  character. 
At  least  he  who  is  able  to  sit  in  the  midst 
of  plenty,  accumulated  by  the  industry  of  his  own 
hands,  is  accorded  that  respect  and  deference  to 
which  he  is  justjy  entitled.  We  find  Mr.  Arnold 
comfortably  situated  on  a  good  farm,  embracing 
240  acres  of  choice  land  on  section  15,  Charleston 
Township,  where  he  is  numbered  among  its  leading 
farmers  and  stock-raisers.  He  settled  in  Washing- 
ton County  in  1873,  and  purchased  the  land  com- 
prising his  present  farm,  which  had  been  home- 
steaded  by  another  party,  but  upon  which  there 
had  been  attempted  but  very  little  improvement. 
He  labored  in  true  pioneer  style  for  a  number  of 
years,  during  which  he  met  with  fair  success,  soon 
finding  himself  upon  a  solid  footing,  and  while  his 
[lerseverance  and  industry  have  rewarded  him  in  a 
full  measure,  his  example  has  always  been  a  stimu- 
lus to  those  around  him. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  comes  of  a  substantial 
race  of  people,  his  parents  being  David  and  JIary 
(Leiter)  Arnold,  who  either  were  natives  of  Hol- 
land, or  came  when  veiy  3'oung  to  the  United 
States.  They  located  after  their  marriage  in  Clearfield 
County,  Pa.,  where  their  son,  Philip  E.,  was  born 
Nov.  25,  1847..  They  lived  there  until  1854.  then 
removed  to  Seneca  County,  Ohio,  where  the}-  still 
reside  on  a  well-developed  farm  of  200  acres,  and 
surrounded  by  all  the  comforts  of  life.  Their  fam- 
ily consisted  of  ten  children,  nine  of  whom  grew  to 
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mature  years.  Hannah  became  the  wife  of  James 
Bennett,  and  resides  in  Ohio;  Enoch  also  lives  in 
the  Buckej'e  Slate;  Lizzie  became  the  wife  of  Ben- 
jamin Harpster.  and  is  now  deceased;  Adeline  mar- 
ried Henry  Gimborlin  ;  Mary,  Jacob,  John  and  Sarah 
are  all  residents  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  Arnold  attended  the  common  school  in  his 
boyhood,  mostly  during  the  summer  season,  and 
worked  upon  the  farm  until  a  youth  of  eighteen 
years.  He  then  learned  the  carpenter's  trade,  which 
he  followed  until  coming  to  Kansas.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  the  fall  of  1873  to  Miss  Alice,  daughter  of 
William  and  Mary  Smallwood.  and  like  himself,  a 
native  of  Ohio.  They  have  three  children — Will- 
iam, Mary  D.  and  Isaac.  Mr.  Arnold  is  a  member 
of  the  Democratic  party,  and  has  held  the  various 
local  offices.    Socially',  he  belongs  to  the  A.O.U.W. 

^Wfi  DAM  SCHWP:IN.      Although    only  forty 
i^Oj    years  of  age  Mr.  Sehwein  is  looked   upon 
Ifji^    as  one  of  the  leading  men  in  the  commu- 
^  nity  of  Jackson   Township,  Riley  County, 

by  whose  people  he  is  thoroughly  known  as  a  man 
of  more  than  ordinary  worth  and  abilitj',  one  who 
has  not  onlj-  accumulated  a  fair  share  of  this  world's 
goods  but  is  of  sterling  integrity  and  strictly  moral 
habits.  He  was  bred  to  farming  pursuits  which  he 
has  followed  thus  far  in  life,  and  is  the  owner  of 
260  acres  of  prime  land,  located  on  sections  32  and 
33.  He  is  a  Western  man  bj'  birth,  his  native  place 
being  in  Jackson  County,  Ind.,  where  he  first  saw 
the  light  Jan.  4,  1S49. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  traces  his  ancestry  to 
Germany.  His  father,  William  Sehwein,  was  born 
in  Nassau.  German}',  where  he  learned  the  trade  of 
a  wagon-maker  and  served  in  tlie  German  army 
several  j-ears.  In  1831  he  emigrated  to  America 
and  located  among  the  earliest  pioneers  of  Jackson 
County,  Ind.,  entering  a  tract  of  land  near  Browns- 
town.  He  accumulated  a  good  propertj',  including 
700  acres  of  land,  and  there  spent  the  remainder  of 
his  life,  d^'ing  in  1869  when  past  seventy  years  old. 
His  wife,  Elizabeth  (Herman)  Sehwein,  was  like- 
wise a  native  of  Nassau,  (irrmany,  and  passed  away 
Jan.    16,  1850.   in    Indiana.     The   parental   faniil\- 


consisted  of  eight  children,  all  of  whom  lived  to 
mature  years,  viz:  Cornelius  L.,  a  carpenter,  and 
living  in  Florida;  Christine,  Mrs.  Heller,  deceased; 
Caroline,  Mrs.  Manfield,  of  Indiana,  also  deceased; 
Elizabeth.  Mrs.  Cole,  also  a  resident  of  the  Hoosier 
State;  Helena,  Mrs.  Berkhart,  deceased;  George, 
who  died  in  Nebraska;  Frank,  a  resident  of  Reno 
County,  this  State;  and  Adam,  our  subject. 

Mr.  Sehwein  spent  his  early  years  in  attendance 
at  the  district  school  and  assisting  his  parents  in 
the  lighter  duties  around  the  homestead.  He  was 
twenty  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  father's  death 
and  after  attending  the  Tampico  graded  school  two 
winters,  he  engaged  in  teaching.  He  came  by  rail  to 
Manhattan,  and  from  there  walked  to  Fancy  Creek, 
arriving  there  on  the  23d  of  March.  In  the  fall  of 
that  year  he  purchased  his  present  farm,  but  did 
not  settle  upon  it  permanently  until  1873,  follow- 
ing scliool  teaching  for  five  years  after  coming  here. 

In  1876  Mr.  Sehwein  began  farming  in  earnest 
and  improving  his  land.  He  has  forty-five  acres 
under  the  plow  and  all  of  it  is  enclosed  with  good 
fencing.  Three  acres  are  devoted  to  an  apple  or- 
chard, and  the  proprietor  has  planted  evergreens 
about  the  residence,  which  are  not  only  valuable  as 
a  shade  but  highly  ornamental.  The  land  is  wa- 
tered by  Otter  Creek  which  deposits  on  the  bank  a 
good  quality  of  gypsum.  Although  unusually 
prosperous  Mr.  Sehwein  experienced  great  loss  by 
the  cyclone  of  1879,  wliich  tore  awa}- the  buildings 
in  its  path  and  as  far  as  possible  wrought  destruc- 
tion all  over  the  premises.  The  family'  was  in  the 
house,  which  was  blown  down  and  two  children 
were  killed  outright,  one  of  which  was  reposing  in 
its  mother's  arms  at  the  time.  The  mother  was 
badly  injured.  Mr.  Sehwein  was  wedged  in  be- 
tween the  sill  and  a  large  stone  from  which  the 
neighbors  extricated  him,  badly  injured  internally. 

AVith  his  usual  industry  and  persistence,  how- 
ever, Mr.  Sehwein  eventually  recovered  from  this 
disaster,  replacing  his  buildings  and  carrying  on 
further  improvements.  His  hobbj'  is  general  pur- 
[X)se  horses,  of  which  he  has  about  nineteen  head, 
and  he  is  likewise  interested  in  graded  Short-horn 
cattle.  He  has  been  quite  prominent  in  local  af- 
fairs and  served  as  a  Clerk  of  his  school  district 
from  the  spring  of  1873  until  1888;  he  lias  also  of- 
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fieiated  as  Road  Supervisor.  Both  he  and  his  estim- 
al)le  wife  are  members  in  good  standing  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Fancy  Creek,  with 
which  Mr.  Sehwein  united  at  the  time  of  its  organ- 
ization and  in  which  he  lias  served  as  Steward  and 
Trustee.  He  is  liltewise  a  teacher  in  the  Sunday- 
school  and  served  as  Secretary  and  Librarian.  Po- 
litically, he  is  a  strong  Republican  and  has  been  of 
marked  service  to  his  party  in  Riley  County, 
being  sent  as  a  delegate  to  the  conventions. 

Mr.  Sehwein  was  married  in  Brownstown,  Ind., 
.Tan.  1,  1873,  to  Miss  Olivia  A.  Miller.  Mrs.  Sehwein 
is  the  daugiiter  of  John  P.  Miller,  a  native  of 
Jackson  County,  Ind.  Her  paternal  grandfather 
was  Abram  Miller,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  who 
participated  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  was  one  of  the 
earliest  pioneers  of  the  above-mentioned  county, 
.lohn  P.  Miller  followed  agriculture  and  for  a  time 
was  Superintendent  of  the  Jackson  County,  (Ind.,) 
Poor  Farm.  He  built  and  kept  a  hotel  at  Browns- 
town  and  became  the  owner  of  two  farms.  He  died 
in  good  circumstances,  in  1865,  at  the  age  of  forty- 
nine  years.  His  wife,  Elsie  (Applegate)  Miller, 
was  a  native  of  Clark  County,  Ind.,  and  died  JMay 
2,  1887,  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine  years. 

To  iNIr.  and  Mrs.  Miller  there  was  born  a  familj' 
of  ten  children,  the  eldest  of  whom,  Mary  E.,died  in 
Iowa;  William  and  Warren  live  in  Indiana:  Jeffer- 
son died  in  Indiana;  Charlotte,  Mrs.  Tuell,  is  a  resi- 
dent of  Vallonia,  Ind.;  Redmond  died  in  Indiana; 
Olivia,  Mrs.  Sehwein,  was  the  next  in  order  of 
birth;  Fidelia  and  Maggie  are  deceased  ;  Burnside 
is  a  resident  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.  William  during 
the  late  war  served  as  corporal  in  an  Indiana  regi- 
ment. Warren  also  served  in  the  Union  Army  as 
a  member  of  the  63d  Indiana  Infantry  and  was 
taken  prisoner  at  Murfreesboro,  but  was  soon  pa- 
roled and  sent  home. 

Mr.  Sehwein  was  born  in  Brownstown.  Ind., 
March  3,  1852,  and  completed  her  education  at 
White  River  Academy.  She  thereafter  made  her 
home  with  her  parents  until  her  marriage.  In  the 
fall  of  1888  she  visited  her  old  home  and  bought 
one  of  her  father's  farms,  consisting  of  182  acres, 
three  miles  from  Brownstown.  It  was  entered  by 
her  giandfather.  Abram  Miller,  from  the  Govern- 
ment, and  is  now   well   improved    and    in  a    liighly 


fertile  condition.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sehwein  there 
were  born  five"  children,  viz:  Leonard,  who  died  in 
1887;  Elsie  E.  and  Hettie  B.,  who  were  killed  in 
the  cyclone  of  1879;  Daisy  D.  and  Bertha  Young, 
who  remain  at  home  vvith  their  parents. 

eA.  JOHANSMEYER.  There  is  probably 
not  within  the  limits  of  Jackson  Township. 
, ,  Riley  Countj%  a  more  reliable  liberal- 
minded  or  public-spirited  German  citizen  than  he 
with  whose  name  we  introduce  this  sketch.  He 
has  been  very  successful  financially,  his  propertv 
scheduling  160  acres  on  section  6;  160  on  section 
31;  320  acres  on  section  30;  eighty  acres  on  sec- 
tion 25,  and  160  acres  near  Parallel,  in  Washington 
County.  He  has  held  the  various  township  offices, 
and  on  the  5th  of  November,  1889,  was  elected 
County  Commissioner  on  the   Independent   ticket. 

Mr.  Johansmeyer  was  born  near  Wehrendorf. 
Kingdom  of  Hanover,  German}-,  Sept.  13,  1840.  He 
received  the  advantages  of  a  thorough  education  in 
his  native  tongue,  and  also  became  familiar  witli 
agriculture  as  carried  on  in  the  Fatherland.  When 
twenty-one  years  old.  he  enlisted  in  the  6th  Hano- 
verian Infantry,  in  which  he  served  four  j-ears.  At 
the  expiration  of  this  time,  he  decided  upon  seek- 
ing his  fortune  in  America.  For  this  purpose,  he 
was  obliged  to  hire  a  substitute,  paying  therefor 
the  sum  of  $110,  and  in  the  spring  of  1845,  em- 
barking at  the  port  of  Bremen,  he  left  Germany, 
and  two  weeks  later  landed  in  New  York  City.  He 
secured  employment  as  clerk  in  a  grocery  store,  and 
sojourned  there  two  months. 

Young  Johansmeyer  now  set  out  for  Kansas  by 
rail,  and  at  Kansas  City  boarded  a  boat  for  Leaven- 
worth, whence  he  journe3-ed  overland  in  a  wagon  to 
Randolph,  Riley  County. '  Soon  afterward  he  pur- 
chased 160  acres  of  land,  which  constitutes  bis 
preseut  homestead.  This  had  been  but  slightly 
improved,  and  Mr.  Johansmeyer.  under  many  ditii- 
culties  and  with  imperfect  farming  irai)lements, 
commenced  the  cultivation  of  the  soil,  and  by  the 
exercise  of  economj-  soon  found  himself  on  the 
high  road  to  prosperity.  The  home  farm  is  es- 
pei'iall}'  well-improved,  witli  ;i    nent    and  conimodi- 
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ous  dwelling-,  an'd  all  the  necessary  outbuildings,  a 
windmill  and  water  tanks  being  included  in  the 
machinery  for  carrying  on  agriculture  and  stock- 
raising  after  the  most  approved  metiiods.  From 
one  to  two  carloads  of  cattle  are  shipped  from  this 
farm  annually,  besides  large  numbers  of  swine.  Six 
teams  are  used  in  the  operations  of  the  farm,  which 
are  carried  on  in  that  systematic  manner,  seldom 
failing  of  generous  returns. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  with  Miss  Anna 
Bohne  took  place  in  Jackson  Township,  Riley 
County,  in  December,  1865.  This  lady  was  born 
in  the  Kingdom  of  Hanover,  Germany,  and  by  her 
union  with  our  subject  she  has  become  the  mother 
of  ten  children,  viz:  Henry,  who  is  farming  in 
Washington  County;  Louisa,  Louis,  John,  Her- 
man, Edward,  Amanda,  Charles,  Nellie  and  Alma. 
Our  subject  has  been  quite  prominent  in  his  com- 
community,  serving  as  School  Director  and  Road 
Supervisor,  besides  being  Township  Treasurer  for 
six  years.  He  thoroughly  believes  in  education. 
He  is  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the  German 
Lutheran  Church,  in  which  he  serves  as  a  Trustee, 
and  assisted  in  building  the  cliureh  edifice  on 
Swede  Creek. 


\l^ENJAMIN  POWELL,  of  Sherman  Town- 
lb^  ship,  is  numbered  among  its  most  honored 
i^lll  citizens,  and  has  for  many  years  been 
^^f'  closely  identified  with  its  agricultural  in  • 
terests.  He  is  a  thorough  and  skillful  farmer,  and 
has  brought  his  laud  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation, 
the  result  of  which  is  a  hflndsome  annual  income.  A 
West  Virginian  by  birth,  Mr.  Powell  first  opened  his 
eyes  to  the  light  in  Harrison  County,  Jan.  15, 1814, 
and  is  thus  approaching  the  seventy-fifth  year  of 
his  age.  Notwithstanding  this  he  is  still  hale  and 
hearty  as  the  result  of  a  temperate  life  and  other- 
wise correct  habits. 

The  father  of  our  suljject  was  Benjamin  Powell, 
Sr.,  who  was  born  near  Winchester,  W.  Va.,  and  re- 
ceived a  good  education.  During  the  troubles  of 
1812  he  entered  the  army  and  died  therein  of 
measles  prior  to  the  birth  of  his  son,  Benjamin. 
Soon   afterward    the    mother,  Mrs.   Polly  (Webb) 


Powell,  removed  to  Perry  County,  Ohio,  where  she 
lived  several  years,  then  removed  to  Hocking 
County,  and  there  spent  her  last  days.  After  the 
death  of  Mr.  Powell  she  was  married  to  John 
Thompson,  by  whom  she  became  the  mother  of  six 
children.  Of  her  first  marriage  there  were  born 
three  children,  Benjamin  being  the  youngest. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  a 
large  slave-holder  and  a  minister  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  in  West  Virginia,  where  he  died. 
On  the  mother's  side.  Grandfather  Benjamin  Webb 
was  a  preacher,  blacksmith  and  doctor  combined. 
He  followed  his  trade  and  the  two  professions 
many  years  in  Hocking  County,  Ohio,  where  he 
spent  his  last  days.  He  likewise  was  a  native  of 
West  Virginia  and  was  the  owner  of  a  large  num- 
ber of  slaves,  but  gave  them  their  freedom  before 
leaving  the  Dominion. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  chieflj'  in 
Ohio,  and  was  there  first  married  to  Miss  Mary  A. 
Searf,  by  whom  he  became  the  father  of  two  chil- 
dren, lioth  now  deceased.  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Powell 
departed  this  life  in  Ohio,  and  our  subject  was 
subsequently  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth  (Goodlive) 
Strait,  who  had  by  her  first  marriage  one  child. 
This  lady  was  born  in  Ohio,  and  after  a  wedded 
life  of  forty  years  and  ten  days,  she  died,  Jan.  27, 
1880,  leaving  five  children.  The  eldest,  a  son, 
Isaac,  during  the  late  Civil  AVar  enlisted  in 
Company  F,  114th  Ohio  Infantry  and  died  in  the 
service  at  Vicksburg.  Burr,  the  second  son,  also 
entered  the  army  as  a  member  of  the  75th  Ohio  In- 
fantry, and  died  of  illness,  the  result  of  exposure 
leaving  a  widow  and  three  children.  The  others  are 
Jane,  Amanda,  Margaret,  Benjamin  and  John  W. 
The  last-mentioned  makes  his  home  with  his  father 
and  has  the  management  of  the  farm. 

The  present  wife  of  our  subject,  to  whom  he  was 
married  in  1881.  was  formerly  Mrs.  Mary  T. 
(Wright)  Hroughton,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania. 
She  was  first  married  to  Joseph  Wright,  who  en- 
tered the  Union  Array  during  the  late  Civil  War. 
and  after  being  in  prison  seven  months,  died  on  his 
way  home  to  his  family,  leaving  two  sons,  Frank 
and  Irwin.  Mrs.  Wright  subsequently  married 
Jonah  Broughton,  who  died  in  Sherman  Townsliip, 
leaving  no    children.     Jlr.    and   Mrs.    Powell   are 
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hotli  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
with  which  our  subject  has  been  connected  for 
more  than  fifty  j^ears.  During  this  time  he  has  offi- 
ciated as  Class-Leader  since  earl^'  manhood,  and  has 
been  one  of  the  chief  pillars  of  the  church.  Of 
this  church  both  of  his  deceased  wives  were  also 
members.  Politicall}-,  Mr.  Powell,  votes  the 
straight  Republican  ticket,  togetlier  with  his  sens. 
John  Powell  is  a  very  intelligent  and  capable  young 
man,  popular  in  his  community,  and  has  served  as 
Constable. 

Mr.  Powell  came  to  Clay  County  in  1873,  and 
homesteaded  a  1 60-acre  farm  which  he  now  owns  and 
occupies.  His  first  dwelling  was  a  little  cottonwood 
shanty  in  which  the  family  lived  a  couple  of  years, 
and  then  the  present  comfortable  residence  was 
erected.  The  outbuildings  are  all  that  is  necessary 
for  the  shelter  of  stock  and  the  storing  of  grain. 
Mr.  Powell  has  planted  a  large  number  of  forest 
trees  and  has  an  apple  orchard  of  about  fifty 
trees.  There  have  been  added  from  time  to  time 
the  other  little  embellishments  and  conveniences 
which  have  so  much  to  do  with  the  happiness  and 
comforts  of  a  home.  Tiie  whole  premises  pres- 
ent a  picture  of  peace  and  content  which  is  pleas- 
ant to  look  upon. 


\1f^„.^^ON.  FRANK  P.  HARKNESS.  senior  mem- 
'[(  jj!  ber  of  the  firm  of  Harkness  &  Godard,  and 
■^^  a  leading  attorne}'  of  Clay  Center  and 
(1^)  Northern  Kansas,  has  been  engaged  in  the 
l)iactice  of  law  since  coming  to  the  city  on  the  Isi 
of  November,  1879.  He  was  born  in  Bradford 
County,  Pa.,  Dec.  1  i,  1854  and  lived  there  until  a 
youth  of  sixteen  years.  Latei-,  after  spending 
four  years  in  study,  he  was  graduated  from  the 
Troy  (Pa.)  High  School  and  took  a  special  course 
at  Waverly,  N.  Y.  He  then  entered  upon  the 
study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Hon.  J.  B.  Floyd,  of 
Waverly,  and  sul)sequeutly  was  graduated  from  the 
Albany  (N.  Y. )  Law  School  in  the  spring  of  1877. 
I'pon  being  admitted  to  the  bar  he  was  likewise 
admitted  into  partnership  with  his  former  preceptor 
with  whom  he  practiced  two  years  and  then  set  out 


for  the  West.  After  coming  to  Clay  Center  he 
formed  a  partnership  with  Mr.  Godard  and  they 
have  since  transacted  a  successful  business,  wliicli 
is  steadily  increasing.  They  are  close  students 
and  have  the  largest  library  in  this  part  of  the 
State,  west  of  Topeka.  They  are  recognized  as 
among  the  ablest  lawyers  of  Kansas. 

Mr.  Harkness  since  coming  to  Kansas  has  taken 
an  active  part  in  politics  and  in  1884  was  elected 
State  Senator  on  the  Republican  ticket  for  a  term 
of  four  years.  He  acquitted  himself  with  such 
satisfaction  to  his  constituents,  that  in  the  fall  of 
1888  he  was  re  elected  and  has  entered  upon  his 
second  term  of  office  with  bright  auspices  for  the 
future.  In  the  Legislature  he  served  on  several 
important  committees,  being  sometimes  Chairman, 
including  the  Judiciary,  Assessment  and  Taxation, 
and  he  was  also  elected  President  pro  tem  of  the 
Senate  during  the  present  term.  During  the  last 
election  he  was  Chairman  of  the  special  committee 
of  the  two  Houses  to  investigate  the  State  peni- 
tentiary, a  business  which  occupied  the  greater  part 
of  the  session  alid  was  one  of  the  most  important 
things  that  has  come  up  before  the  Legislature.  He 
was  also  selected  as  Chairman  of  a  special  commit- 
tee of  the  Senate,  composed  of  five  men,  to  revise 
the  law  governing  State  offices  and  State  institu- 
tions, which  committee  is  to  report  at  the  next 
session  of  the  Legislature.  Mr.  Harkness  was  one 
of  only  three  Senators  who  were  re-elected  to  the 
Upper  House.  Prior  to  being  called  from  home  to 
take  his  seat  in  the  Legislature,  he  was  frequently 
selected  as  a  deleg.ate  to  the  county  and  district 
conventions.  Socially,  he  belongs  to  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 

Mr.  Harkness  was  married  Nov.  30,  1882  to  Miss 
Alma  Strevelle,  of  Albany,  N.  Y.  This  lady  was 
born  near  that  city,  and  lived  there  with  her  par- 
ents until  her  marriage,  receiving  a  good  educa- 
tion. She  is  the  daughter  of  George  and  Laura 
(Sager)  Strevelle,  the  former  of  whom  is  a  builder 
and  contractor  and  with  his  estimable  wife  still 
resides  in  the  Empire  State.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hark- 
ness are  the  parents  of  one  child,  a  daughter, 
Laura. 

The  father  of  our  subject  w.as  Moses  S.  Hark- 
ness. a  native  of  Springfield.  Lradford  Co..  Pa., 
and  of   New  P:no:lan(l  parentage,     lie  was  reared  In 
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his  native  county,  becoming  familiar  with  farming 
pursuits  and  married  Miss  Nancy  Clirislopher,  wiio 
bore  hira  eight  children.  Most  of  these  have  fled 
from  the  home  nest,  but  the  parents  remain  at  the 
old  homestead.  Thej'  ^re  honest  and  worthy  people 
and  higlily  resi)ccted  by  all  who  know  them. 


^ACOB  ENFIELD  has  been  a  resident  of 
Ij  Washington  County  since  1879.  At  that 
^..^  Y  date  he  bought  eighty  acres  of  school  land 
(^^//  in  Coleman  Township,  being  the  south  half 
of  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  36.  At  the 
time  not  a  furrow  had  been  turned  on  the  land,  and 
there  was  not  a  vestige  of  anything  upon  it,  except 
buffalo  grass  and  a  solitary  tree.  It  is  now  under 
a  line  state  of  cultivation,  and  all  well  fenced.  There 
are  about  500  forest  trees  on  the  estate,  seventy- 
five  apple  trees,  a  number  of  peach  trees  (all  bear- 
ing), and  a  fine  collection  of  cherry  and  other  fruit 
trees.  There  are  also  grapes,  gooseberries,  straw- 
berries, etc.  A  comfortable  house,  14x16  feet, 
with  an  L  of  the  same  size,  and  many  outhouses, 
go  to  make  up  a  convenient  home  and  farm.  The 
place  is  well  stocked  with  good  grades  of  horses, 
cattle,  etc. 

Mr.  Enfield  is  the  son  of  Henry  and  Lucy  Ann 
(Lower)  Enfield.  He  first'saw  the  light  in  Coschoc- 
ton  County,  Ohio.  The  parental  family  consisted  ot 
nine  children  that  grew  to  maturity,  he  being  the 
next  to  the  eldest.  Henry  Enfield,  the  father,  was 
born  in  Somerset  County,  Pa.,  and  came  to  the 
Burkeye  State  with  liis  father.  He,  with  his  fam- 
ily, left  Ohio  in  the  '50's,  and  spent  two  years  in 
Vermilion  County,  III.  He  afterward  removed  to 
Polk  County,  Iowa,  and  thence  to  Cass  County, 
where  our  subject  grew  to  manhood. 

Jacob  Enfield  received  the  benefit  of  the  common    t 
schools  of  the  section  of  Iowa  in  which  he   lived.    | 
When  he  came  to  this  county,  he  experienced  some    ! 
of  the  trials   common    to    those  who   enter  a  new    I 
country   with   a  small  capital.     He    got    the  main 
part  of   his   house   up,  with    the   weather-boarding 
on    the    outside,    but   nothing  done  on   the  inside. 
He  then  had  15  with  which   to  support   his  famil\- 
and    feed  his  horses.     Nothing  had  j-et  been  done   | 


on  the  farm,  but  he  managed  to  put  in  about 
five  acres  of  corn,  to  help  him  on  the  next  season. 
From  such  a  discouraging  beginning  he  has  pro- 
gressed to  his  present  comfortable  circumstances. 
His  success  has  been  due  to  industry,  economy  and 
good  judgment  on  the  part  of  himself  and  his  esti- 
mable wife. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  took  place  in  Iowa, 
Feb.  4,  1877,  the  bride  being  Miss  Elsie  Ann  Rob- 
inson. She  is  a  daughter  of  J.  H.  and  Hannah 
(Slate)  Robinson.  Her  mother  was  born  Oct.  19, 
18.37,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Adam  and  Jane  (Bur- 
ger) Slate.  Adam  Slate  was  born  Dec.  25,  1801, 
and  his  wife  May  6,  1815.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  En- 
field two  children  have  been  born :  Leroy,  a  lad  at 
home,  and   Freddie,  still  a  cooing  babe. 

Henry  Enfield,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  July  25,  1819.  His  wife,  Lucinda  (Lower) 
Enfield,  was  born  March  9,  1825.  Their  marriage 
was  celebrated  on  March  11,  1843. 

Mr.  Enfield,  of  whom  we  write,  was  reared  a 
Democrat,  but  votes  as  he  sees  fit,  being  broad  in 
his  views  on  all  political  questions.  In  religion,  he 
is  also  very  liberal  in  his  opinions.  He  is  held  in 
good  repute  by  his  fellow-citizens,  as  a  man  (jf 
honor  and  industrious  habits,  and  in  his  domestic 
relations  is  kindly  and  affectionate. 


c^^LRICH  KOTHLESBERGER.  The  results 
IV  I  ^'^  industrj-  and  perseverance  seldom  find  a 
^^^11,  more  admirable  illkistration  than  in  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  who  commenced  at  the  foot 
of  the  ladder  in  life,  and  is  now  financially  well-to- 
do.  He  may  usually  be  found  at  his  well-regulated 
homestead  on  section  7,  May  Day  Township,  where 
he  constructed  a  good  farm  from  the  primitive  soil 
and  is  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  fair  portion  of  this 
world's  goods.  Besides  this  farm  he  has  otiier 
lands  in  Riley  Count}-.  He  has  labored  upon  tlie 
plan  of  developing  his  land  to  the  best  advantage 
before  expending  money  in  buildings,  but  in  the 
near  future  intends  to  erect  a  fine  residence. 
tie  is  progressive  in  his    ideas    and  in    the    open- 
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ing  up  of  one  of  its  best  farms  has  thus  contributed 
to  the  advancement  and  financial  prosperity  of 
Riley  County. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Switzer- 
land, Jan.  19,  1835.  He  was  reared  and  educated 
in  his  native  place  and  lived  there  until  a  man  of 
thirty-three  years.  Not  having  made  the  headway 
he  desired,  he  now  resolved  to  seek  another  country 
and  accordingly  boarding  a  sailing  vessel  at  Havre, 
France,  set  his  face  toward  the  New  World.  After 
a  prosperous  voyage,  he  was  landed  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  and  coming  directly  to  Kansas,  located 
in  Riley  County,  of  which  he  has  since  been  a  resi- 
dent. In  due  time  he  purchased  600  acres  of  land 
on  sections  7  and  8,  establishing  his  home  on  sec- 
7.  He  remained  a  bachelor  until  1878  and  then, 
at  the  age  of  forty-three  years,  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Fanny  Bolli.  This  lady  was 
born  in  Germany  and  came  to  America  with  her 
parents  in  1878.  Her  union  with  our  subject  re- 
sulted in  the  birth  of  six  children,  viz:  Mary, 
Henr}',  Herbert,  Frederick  and  two  who  died  un- 
named in  infancy.  Mr.  Rothlesberger  upon  becom- 
ing a  voting  citizen  identified  himself  with  the 
Republican  party,  but  he  has  very  little  to  do 
with  public  affairs,  preferring  that  some  other  man 
should  assume  the  duties  and  responsibilities. 

The  homestead  of  Mr.  Rothlesberger  is  fully 
worthy  of  illustration  in  a  work  of  this  kind,  and 
we  accordingly  append  a  view  of  the  surroundings 
of  one  of  Riley  County's  best  citizens,  and  one  who 
has  been  no  unimportant  factor  in  the  growth,  and 
development  of  her  agricultural  interests. 


^!^  FORGE  L.  WORLAND,  of  Bloom  Town- 
Ill  *^  ^''''^'  ^'^^  County,  was  born  in  Ridgevvay 
^^M  Township,  Orleans  Co.,  N.  Y.,  April  15, 
1845,  and  is  the  youngest  of  six  children,  the  off- 
spring of  David  and  Rebecca  (Shipp)  Worland.  The 
parents  were  of  English  birth,  and  received  their  eil- 
ucation  and  training  in  the  old  countrj'.  There  they 
were  married  and  lived  until  after  the  birth  of  one 
child,  Jane  E.,  now  the  housekeeper  of  her  brother 
George.  Then  crossing  the  Atlantic,  they  settled 
among  the  old  Puritan  stock  of  Orleans  Countj',  N. 


Y.  There  both  died  in  middle  life,  he  of  whom  we 
write  being  but  three  years  of  age  when  he  lost  his 
father,  and  four  when  his  mother  was  taken  from 
liim.  They  had  belonged  to  the  Presbyterian 
Church  and  were  honored  members  of  the  com- 
munity. 

After  the  death  of  the  parents  the  Worland  chil- 
dren were  scattered,  and  George  L.  was  early  thrown 
upon  his  own  resources  for  a  livelihood,  and  the 
training  which  would  fit  him  for  a  useful  and  hon- 
ored life.  By  his  own  efforts  he  acquired  a  fair 
education,  and  all  his  property  has  been  made  by  his 
own  untiring  industry,  economy  and  prudence.  In 
1868,  Mr.  Worland  left  the  Empire  State  and  took  up 
his  abode  in  McLean  County,  111.,  whence  about  two 
years  later  he  came  to  Kansas,  which  has  since  been 
his  home.  He  located  a  homestead  in  Clay  County, 
on  section  27,  Bloom  Township,^  making  his  first 
entry  in  August,  1870.  Since  that  time  the  estate 
has  been  put  under  excellent  improvements,  and  has 
become  an  attractive  and  productive  farm,  and  on 
its  broad  acres  Mr.  AVorland  is  successfully  carry- 
ing on  the  business  of  general  farming. 

Mr.  Worland  was  a  single  man  when  he  came  this 
State,  and  here  made  the  acquaintance  of  the  lady 
whose  qualities  of  mind  and  character  were  best 
adapted  to  his  wants  as  a  companion  in  life.  This 
lady  was  Miss  Emma  Whittaker,  who  was  born  in 
Randolph  County,  111.,  Oct.  16,  1847,  and  was  edu- 
cated for  a  teacher.  She  became  the  wife  of  our 
subject,  but  did  not  long  survive  to  cheer 
him,  in  his  discouragements  and  aid  him  his 
worthy  efforts  in  life,  passing  away  at  her  home 
in  Bloom  Township,  Jan.  18,  1884,  at  the  birth  of 
her  first  child,  who  was  christened  Emma  E.,  and 
who  was  taken  hence  at  the  age  of  three  years  and 
seven  months.  Mrs.  Worland  died  in  the  faith  of 
the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church,  of  which  she 
had  been  a  consistent  member. 

The  parents  of  Mrs.  Worland,  were  William  B. 
and  Elizabeth  (McMillan)  Whittaker,  natives  of 
South  Carolina  and  of  Scotch-Irish  ancestry. 
Slavery  drove  both  families  from  the  South,  they 
being  Reformed  Presbyterians,  and  the  "peculiar 
institution"  being  in  opposition  to  their  religious 
faith.  The  family  upon  leaving  their  Southern 
home,  located    in    Randolph    Count\-,   III.,  and  in 
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1 871,  Mr.Whittaker  came  to  this  State  and  took  up  a 
homestead  in  Bloom  Township,  Clay  County.  The 
family  comprised  three  children,  and  their  home 
was  here  until  the  death  of  Mrs.  Whittakerin  1880. 
Her  husband  died  some  time  later  at  Superior, 
Neb.,  both  being  quite  old  people.  They  were 
active  in  the  work  of  tlie  church  to  which  they 
belonged,  and  Mr.  Whittaker  was  an  Elder  therein. 
Mr.  AVorland  has  held  various  townshii)  offices, 
including  that  of  Trustee.  He  is  a  sound  Repub- 
lican ia  Ills  political  views.  He  belongs  to  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church,  and  was  one  of  the 
organizers  of  the  society'  in  Bloom  Township,  hold- 
ing the  office  of  Trustee  in  the  same.  He  is  a 
warm-hearted,  generous  and  noble-minded  man, 
public-spirited,  and  active  in  every  good  enter- 
prise, and  is  highly  esteemed  by  his  fellow-citizens. 
A  handsome  lithographic  portrait  of  iNIr.  "Worlaud  is 
shown  on  .another  page  of  this  work. 


J~OSEPH  A.  THROOP.  This  gentleman  is 
i  one  of  the  most  enterprising  farmers  of 
I  Washington  County,  where  he  is  engaged  in 
'  general  farming  and  stock-raising.  He  has 
now  on  hand  forty-four  head  of  cattle,  among 
which  is  a  thorough-bred  Short-horn  bull.  The 
dwelling  is  a  well-built  frame  house  having  over 
1,000  feet  of  flooring.  It  is  situated  on  an  eminence 
commanding  a  beautiful  view  of  the  country  for 
many  miles  around,  and  overlooking  Parson  Creek 
on  the  west.  About  ten  acres  of  land  surrounding 
the  house  has  been  set  out  in  trees,  and  there  is 
also  an  orchard  of  100  apple-trees  and  300  peach- 
trees,  all  of  which  are  bearing.  Some  160  worth 
of  peaches  were  sold  by  Mr.  Throop  this  year. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  is  a  Can- 
adian, having  been  born  in  Lamer,  Canada,  on 
the  8th  of  May,  1836.  His  father,  Joseph 
Throop,  was  also  born  in  Canada,  and  there  lived 
and  died.  He  was  a  son  of  Calvin  Throop, 
who  was  a  native  of  Massachusetts  and  of  Scotch 
parentage.  Calvin  Throop  married  Miss  Annie 
Ripley,  whose  mother  was  a  cousin  of  Ethau  Allen, 
of  Revolutionary  fame.  Joseph  Throop,  S'r..  the 
father  of  our  subject,  married  Elizabeth  Brundage, 


daughter  of  Abraham  Brundage,  of  Canada.  To 
that  country  the  Brundage  family  had  gone  from 
the  States. 

Joseph  A.  Throop,  of  whom  we  write,  lived  in 
Canada  until  fourteen  years  old,  when  he  went  to 
New  York  State.  His  father  having  died  when  he 
was  but  eleven  years  old,  he  received  but  a  meager 
education.  In  Ogdensburg,  N.  Y.,  he  worked  in  a 
fruit  depot  for  two  years.  He  then  went  to  Ogle 
Count3',  III.,  where  he  sta3-ed  until  the  breaking  out 
of  the  Civil  AYar. 

Animated  b3'  a  spiril  of  patriotism  toward  the 
country  of  his  adoption,  he  enrolled  himself  among 
the  defenders  of  the  Union.  He  was  mustered  into 
service  Sept.  18,  1861,  as  a  member  of  Company  C, 
8th  Illinois  Cavalry,  and  took  part  in  the  cam- 
paigns of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  He  took  a 
personal  part  in  the  following  engagements:  Rap- 
pahannock, Yorktown,  Mechanicsville,  Dispatch 
Station,  Malvern  Hill.  Pooleville,  White  Oak 
Swamp,  Manassas,  Barnettsville,  Middletown, 
Boonesboro,  Martinsburg,  South  Mountain,  Antie- 
tam,  Annisville,  Barretts  Crossroads,  Fredericks- 
burg, Chancellorsville,  Little  Washington,  the 
Rapidan  Ford,  and  Beverly  Ford.  At  the  latter 
phice  he  was  taken  prisoner,  having  been  carried 
into  the  enemy's  camp  by  an  unruly  horse.  The  com- 
panj-  to  which  he  belonged  had  made  a  sabre  charge" 
and  Mr.  Throop's  horse,  a  very  strong  animal,  be- 
coming excited  in  the  conflict,  da.»hed  on  and 
through  tlie  Rebel  linos.  As  the  Confederate  sol- 
diers gathered  thick  about  him,  Mr.  Throop  of 
course  surrendered.  He  was  in  the  act  of  dis- 
mounting, when  an  officer  rode  up  and  with  a  sabre 
struck  him  over  the  left  leg,  which  was  then  on 
top  of  the  horse,  exclaiming,  as  he  did   so,  '-Kill 

the  Yankee  s of  a  b ."     The  wound  was 

a  painful  one,  and  has  since  occasioned  Mr.  Throop 
much  distress.  For  about  six  weeks  Mr.  Throop 
was  an  inmate  of  Libby  Prison,  to  which  he  had 
been  sent  bj'  his  captors.  He  was  then  paroled, 
and  being  exchanged  rejoined  his  regiment. 

His  term  of  enlistment  having  expired  in  1863, 
Mr.  Throop  re-enlisted  or  "  veteranized,"  as  it  was 
termed,  for  "  three  years  or  during  tiie  war."  While 
in  veteran  service  he  participated  in  the  conflicts  at 
Williamsport,   Culpeper    Courthouse,   Hazel    Run, 
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Stevensburg,  Brandy  Station,  Morton's  Ford,  Sav- 
age Station  and  Peach  orchard,  where  he  acted  as 
Orderlj'  for  Gen.  Sumner.  After  a  long  and  ardu- 
ous army  life,  which  had  been  gallantly  spent,  Mr. 
Throop  was  mustered  out  of  service  at  St.  Louis, 
Mo.,  July  17,  1865,  and  turned  his  attention  once 
more  to  the  arts  of  peace. 

Returning  to  Ogle  County,  111.,  Mr.  Throop  took 
up  the  life  of  a  farmer,  which  he  continued  in  that 
county  until  1872,  in  the  fall  of  which  year  he  came 
to  Kansas.  He  arrived  in  Coleman  Township  on 
the  3d  of  October,  and  took  up  160  acres  of  open 
prairie  as  a  homestead.  On  that  place  he  has  since 
lived,  reclaiming  it  from  its  primitive  conJition  to 
one  of  high  cultivation  and  productiveness.  He  has 
since  added  eighty  acres  under  the  Tree  Culture  Act, 
and  now  has  150  acres  under  the  plow,  the  balance 
being  used  for  pasture. 

In  Ogle  County,  111.,  on  June  4,  1867,  the  rites 
of  wedlock  were  celebrated  between  our  subject 
and  Mrs.  Emily  F.  Millet  nee  Steel.  The  bride  was 
the  daughter  of  George  C.  and  Rebecca  (Fisher) 
Steel,  of  Ogle  County,  where  she  was  born.  Her 
mother  was  a  native  of  the  Buckeye  State  in  which 
she  was  married.  Josiah  Steel,  the  grandfather  of 
Mrs.  Throop,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolution  and 
also  in  the  War  of  1812.  lie  and  his  wife,  formerly 
Hannah  Osborn,  lived  to  be  very  old  and  died  in 
Illinois. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Throop  have  seven  children  now 
living.  Dora  is  engaged  in  teaching  in  Illinois, 
her  education  especially  fitting  her  for  that  profes- 
sion. Elsie,  amiss  at  home,  is  an  accomplished 
musician,  and  is  the  organist  in  the  Sunday-School 
which  the  family  attend.  Vernie,  a  young  man. 
is  still  at  home.  Alta  Elizabeth,  Estella  M.,  Bertie 
A.,  and  Maud  (the  baby)  complete  the  family 
circle.  Mrs.  Throop  had  two  daughters  b}-  her 
former  marriage.  One  of  tiiem  died  Sept.  24,  1880, 
•it  the  age  of  twentj'  years  and  seventeen  da^s. 
The  surviving  daughter,  Mrs.  Ida  (Millet)  Orput 
resides  in  Ogle  County,  111.;  she  is  the  wife  of  Eu- 
gene Orput. 

Mr.  Throop  is  a  Republican,  and  bears  a  fair 
share  in  the  political  fight  when  there  is  any  oc- 
casion. He  has  been  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  this 
township  for  eight  j-ears,  and  served   one  year  as 


Township  Trustee.  He  has  usually  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  School  Board  of  his  district,  and  is  now 
acting  as  clerk  of  that  body.  He  is  a  public-spir- 
ited man,  identif_ying  himself  with  every  enter- 
prise which  is  of  public  moment.  The  family  be- 
long to  the  Baptist  Church,  and  Mr.  Throop  is 
Superintendent  of  the  Sunday-School,  which  is  held 
in  their  school-house.  He  belongs  to  the  Kearney 
Post  of  the  G.  A.  R.  at  Washington. 


'll^'RANCIS  A.  ABBOTT.  Among  the  well- 
Ikngi  regulated  homesteads  of  Manhattan  Town- 
/ii  ship,  that  of   Mr.  Abbott  stands  conspicu- 

ous and  forms  an  admirable  monument  to  his 
industry  and  enterprise.  He  is  one  of  the  honored 
pioneers  of  Riley  County  and  is  regarded  as  one 
of  its  most  enterprising  and  useful  men.  Public- 
spirited  and  liberal,  he  has  alwa3's  been  ready  to  as- 
sist in  the  projects  calculated  to  advance  the  inter- 
ests of  the  people  around  him,  and  in  fact  has  been 
one  of  the  corner  stones  in  the  building  up  of  bis 
township.  He  came  here  in  the  pioneer  days  and, 
taking  up  and  purchasing  land  at  different  times, 
labored  in  true  pioneer  style  under  many  difficul- 
ties and  discouragements,  but  in  his  later  j'ears  is 
reaping  the  fruits  of  his  industry.  He  occupies 
no  secondary  position  in  his  community,  being  a 
man  looked  up  to — one  who  has  exerted  no  small 
influence  among  his  fellow-citizens  and  whose 
opinions  are  generallj'  respected. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Green- 
field, N.  H.,  Dec.  10,  1831.  .and  is  the  son  of  Hugh 
A.  and  Minerva  (Cragin)  Abbott,  who  were  like- 
wise natives  of  that  town.  After  marriage  the 
parents  settled  not  far  from  the  place  of  tiicir  birih 
and  continued  residents  of  Greenfield  the  remain- 
der of  their  lives.  The  father  followed  his  trade 
of  a  brick  mason  and  also  carried  on  a  farm.  -The 
household  circle  was  completed  by  the  birth  of  four 
children  of  whom  Francis  A.  was  the  eldest  born; 
the  others  are  Edward  P..  Mary  Jane  who  is  now 
the  wife  of  A.  C.  \'arnun]  of  Lowell.  M.ass.,  and 
Charles  Herman. 

Mr.  .\bbott  remained  under  the  parental  roof 
until  a  lad  of    fourteen  years,  then  repaired  to  An- 
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dover,  Mass.,  and  for  two  years  afterwards  made 
his  home  with  an  uncle,  Deacon  Albert  Abbott; 
next  he  emigrated  to  Lowell,  Mass.,  where  he  was 
employed  for  seven  years  in  the  cotton  mills,  after 
which  he  returned  to  Andover  and  lived  with 
another  uncle,  William  Abbott,  a  year.  We  next 
find  him  again  in  Lowell,  where  he  resided  nine 
months.  About  this  time  the  attention  of  many 
[jeople  in  the  Eastern  States  was  turned  to  the 
Territor\'  of  Kansas  as  a  section  of  country  promis- 
ing great  things  for  the  enterprising  emigrant,  and 
young  Abbott  determined  to  seek  his  fortunes  west 
of   the  Mississippi. 

In  the  meantime  on  the  13th  of  March,  1855, 
Mr.  Abbott  was  married  in  Boston,  Mass..  to  Miss 
Hannah  M.  Chapman.  That  very  day  the  newly- 
wedded  pair  set  out  for  Kansas  in  company  with 
Dr.  Charles  Robinson  who  engineered  the  New 
England  Colony  to  this  section.  In  Lawrence  Mr. 
Abbott  cast  his  vote  against  slavery  and  for  free- 
dom in  Kansas,  then  proceeded  to  the  vicinity  of 
the  infant  town  of  Manhattan  and  took  up  a  claim 
in  Zcandale  Township,  near  the  Marshall  family, 
where  he  lived  five  years.  He  then  exchanged  his 
property  for  a  claim  on  tlie  Blue  Bottoms  near  the 
mouth  of  the  Kansas  River,  but  onlj'  resided  there 
a  few  months — through  the  summer  of  1860.  Then 
disposing  of  a  part  of  his  land  he  returned  to 
Zeandale  Townsliip  and  settled  near  the  place  where 
he  had  first  lived,  residing  there  until  the  spring 
of   1865. 

Mr.  Abbott  now  purchased  a  farm  in  Wabaunsee 
County  where  lie  lived  nearly  five  years.  Then 
selling  out  once  more  he  returned  to  Zeandale 
Township  and  purchased  another  farm  where  he 
continued  to  live  until  March,  1884.  Desiring  now 
to  4essen  his  labors,  he  purchased  a  small  farm  in 
Manhattan  Township  near  tlie  city,  where  he  has 
since  resided.  He  is  now  mostly  retired  from 
active  labor  and  is  taking  life  in  a  sensible  man- 
ner. He  has  a  pleasant  home  with  attractive  sur- 
roundings and  hosts  of  friends.  He  and  his 
estimable  wife  are  members  in  good  standing  of. 
the  Congregational  Church  and  stand  second  to 
none  in  the  social  circles  of  their  community. 
There  were  born  to  them  seven  children,  viz: 
Franklin  C,  Herman  C,  Ella  M.,  Lewis  A.,  Caddie 


M.,  Eva  F.  and  George  E.,  the  latter  of  whom  died 
when  five  years  old.  The  family  name  was  originally 
spelled  Abbot — some  member  of  the  family  later 
adding  another  t.  The  genealogy  as  far  back  as  is 
known  begins,  1st,  with  George  Abbott  of  Rowley; 
2.  George  Abbott — Sarah  Farnhara  ;  3.  Neliemiah 
Abbott — Abigail  Lovejoy;  4.  Neliemiah  Abbott — 
Sarah  Foster;  5.  William  Abbott — Experience 
Bigsby;  6.  Bigsby  Abbott — Hepsibah  Ames;  7. 
William  Abbott — Hannah  Bailey;  Hugh  Adams 
Abbott.  Then  follows,  1.  George  Abbott  of  An- 
dover— Hannah  Chandler;  2.  Nathaniel  Abbott — 
Dorcas  Hilbert;  3.  Elizabeth  Abbott— Timothy 
Moar;  4.  Elizabeth  Moar — Moses  Bailey;  Hannah 
Bailey. 

An  old  historical  work  says :  "Tradition  reports 
that  George  Abbott  emigrated  from  Yorkshire, 
England  about  1640,  with  a  band  of  Puritans. 
They  possessed  a  mai'ked  character  of  their  own. 
Some  have  been  poor  but  few  have  come  to  neces- 
sitous circumstances.  Few  have  been  distinguished 
for  wealth,  but  most  have  been  in  that  happy  state 
for  which  Agur  prayed — a  competency  with  con- 
tentment. They  have  been  modest,  willing  to  be 
excused  from  public  business  and  public  notice; 
have  minded  their  own  business  and  been  remark- 
able for  peace  and  good  neighborhood.  Punctual 
in  attending  public  worship,  all  have  claimed  and 
freely  granted  the  rights  of  conscience  and  private 
judgm>*it.  Those  favored  with  collegiate  educa- 
tion have  honorabl}-  and  usefully  discharged  the 
duties  of    their  stations." 


<^^:>^li^ 


JONATHAN  ELSWORTH.  This  jovial  old 
gentleman  is  one  of  the  most  honored  citi- 
zens of  Haddam  Township,  Washington 
County.  He  lias  a  nicely  located  farm  of 
160  acres,  five  miles  from  Haddam  Citj',  and  is  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  stock-raising  thereon.  Of 
this,  100  acres  are  under  the  plow  and  forty  acres 
are  well  fenced.  The  usual  farm  buildings  have 
been  erected  upon  the  place,  and  groves  and  orch- 
ards adorn  it.  The  estate  is  well  watered  by  Pi  Ike 
Branch,  and  with  its  unfailing  supply  of  water 
forms  a  most  excellent  stock  farm.     Mr.  Elswortli 
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is  of  English  ancestry  on  his  father's  side.  His 
grandsii-e,  Henry  Elsworth,  emigrated  from  Eng 
land  to  New  York  state  when  a  boy.  He  served  in 
Uie  Continental  army  during  the  Revolutionary 
War.     His  occuijation  was  that  of  a  farn  er. 

John  Elsworth,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  the  Empire  Slate,  from  which  he  removed 
to  Allegheny  County,  Pa.,  being  an  early  settler 
tliere.  He  was  the  best  shot  in  the  county  and  a 
great  hunter.  For  two  years  he  was  occupied  in 
hunting  for  a  surveying  party  in  Pennsylvania. 
He  entered  land  in  Allegheny  County,  and  im- 
proved a  large  farm,  which  was  cleared  from  the 
heavy  forest.  In  1828  he  sold  out  and  removed  to 
Ohio,  settling  in  .Sandusky  County.  There  he  also 
improved  a  farm,  upon  which  he  resided  for  a  few 
years.  The  pioneer  spirit  was  strong  within  him, 
and  settlers  becoming  too  numerous  in  Sandusk}' 
County,  he  therefore  removed  to  Wood  County, 
where  he  cleared  three  farms.  He  remained  in  that 
county  until  1851,  being  the  owner  of  250  acres  of 
land.  Thence  he  removed  to  Hardin  County,  Iowa, 
where  he  located  on  a  farm.  He  also  rented  an  ho- 
tel. Subsequently  he  removed  to  Nodaway  County, 
Mo.,  where  he  continued  engaged  in  farming  until 
his  death,  which  took  place  in  1861.  During  the 
border  troubles  he  saved  Marysville  from  destruc- 
tion by  the  Border  Ruffians.  He  was  a  strong 
Union  man  and  a  leader  in  efforts  against  the  rebels. 
His  wife,  in  her  maidenhood.  Miss  Mary  Heiler, 
was  a  native  of  the  Empire  State,  and  of  German 
descent.  Her  grandfather,  George  Heiler,  died  in 
that  State,  where  he  had  been  engaged  in  farming. 
Mrs.  Mary  Elsworth  died  in  Missouri  in  1883,  at 
the  age  of  eighty-four  years;  she  had  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  for  fifty  years. 

The  parental  family  comprised  twelve  children: 
George  is  now  living  in  this  State;  Freeman  en- 
listed in  1862,  in  an  Ohio  Regiment,  and  served 
faithfully  until  his  death  nine  months  later;  Daniel 
is  living  in  Nodaway  County,  Mo.;  Henry  enlisted 
in  1861,  in  the  13th  Missouri  Infantry,  and  at  the 
expiration  of  the  term  of  enlistment  re-entered  the 
service,  in  which  he  continued  until  the  close  of 
the  war;  he  is  now  living  in  Leavenworth,  Kan. 
Esther  is  a  resident  of  Nodaway  County,  Mo.; 
Eliza    and    Olive    are    deceased;    Cosia    resides  in 


Smith,  Mo.;  Almira  is  deceased;  Calista  resides 
in  Nodaway  Countj',  Mo.  The  next  in  order  of 
birth  is  the  gentleman  of  whom  we  write,  and 
following  him  came  John,  who  is  now  dead. 

Jonathan  Elsworth  was  born  in  Angelica,  Alle- 
ghany, Co.,N.  Y.,  Oct.  4,  1824  When  four  years 
old  his  parents  removed  to  Ohio,  in  which  State  he 
was  reared  upon  a  farm.  He  assisted  his  father  in 
the  clearing  of  three  farms  in  Wood  County.  His 
scliool  advantages  were  very  limited,  and  a  log 
school-house  was  the  "seat  of  learning."  He  was 
accustomed  to  hunting  coon,  mink,  etc.,  in  the  for- 
ests of  the  Buckeye  State,  and  has  cut  a  five-foot  oak 
to  get  a  coon  that  had  taken  refuge  in  its  branches. 

At  the  age  of  twent^'-one  years  Mr.  Elsworth  left 
the  parental  roof  and  engaged  at  teaming  in  the 
timber.  He  drove  five  yoke  of  cattle,  and  followed 
the  lumberman's  occupation  for  several  years.  He 
then  rented  laud  and  engaged  in  a  farm  life.  In 
1852  he  removed  to  Oakland  Count3',  Mich.,  where 
for  two  years  he  cultivated  rented  land.  Remov- 
ing thence  to  Clinton,  Lenawee  County,  he  bought 
ninety  acres  of  timber  land,  which  he  cleared  and 
improved,  placing  seventy-five  acres  under  the 
plow,  and  also  erected  good  buildings  upon  it.  He 
subsequently  removed  to  a  location  ten  miles  from 
Lansing. 

In  1875  Mr.  Elsworth  sold  his  Michigan  property 
and  came  to  Kansas  by  team.  He  crossed  the  Illinois 
River  at  Streator,  the  Mississippi  at  Rock  Island, 
and  the  Missouri  at  Atchison.  Passing  through  this 
county  he  located  in  Republic  County,  where  he 
rented  land  for  two  years.  He  did  not  like  the 
situation  very  well,  being  seriously  afflicted  by 
grasshoppers,  and  in  1877  he  started  for  Oregon. 
He  traveled  with  two  teams  across  tlie  plains,  strik- 
ing the  Platte  River  at  Kearney.  Thence  the  trail 
led  to  Cheyenne,  thence  to  Laramie  City  and  thence 
to  the  Snake  River,  following  it  down  to  Boise 
City.  Idaho.  There  he  stopped,  and  remained  until 
the  following  spring,  employed  at  irrigating  and 
other  work.  He  then  determined  to  return  further 
East,  and  with  the  same  teams  made  a  return  trip 
via  Salt  Lake  City.  He  did  not  like  tlie  Mormons 
and  felt  no  safer  with  them  than  with  the  Indians. 
In  June,  1878,  having  reached  this  county,  he 
bought   160   acres  of  raw  prairie,  paying  83.50  per 
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acre,  and  became  a  resident  of  Washington  County. 
Tbe  land  which  he  then  purchased  is  that  upon 
which  lie  now  resides,  and  wliich  he  has  reclaimed 
from  its  primitive  condition.  Mr.  Elsworth  plants 
ninetj'  acres  to  corn  and  has  nine  acres  in  tame  hav- 
and  runs  eighty  acres  in  addition  to  that  which  he 
owns.  He  raises  Short-horn  gradfd  cattle;  graded 
Poland-China  hogs,  and  graded  Norman  draft 
horses.  He  keeps  three  teams  employed  upon  his 
place. 

In  1850  our  subject  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Caroline  Merrett,  the  ceremony  taking  place 
at  the  home  of  the  bride  in  Wood  County,  Ohio. 
She  was  a  native  of  New  York  State,  and  is  pos- 
sessed of  many  of  the  virtues  which  fit  a  woman 
for  the  position  of  wife  and  mother.  She  has  borne 
her  husband  six  children:  John,  Elias;  Elmer,  now 
deceased;  Sherman,  Mary  and  Emma.  The  eldest 
son  is  now  living  at  home;  p]lias  is  engaged  in 
farming  in  Buchanan  County,  Mo.,  and  Sherman  in 
Republic  County,  Kan. ;  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Will- 
iam Godwin,  a  boot  and  shoe  dealer  in  Haddara 
City;  Emma  is  now  in  attendance  ai  the  High 
School  in  Washington. 

During  liis^residence  in  Michigan  Mr.  Elsworth 
was  School  [Director,  and  held  other  positions  of 
trust.  He  has  been  Supervisor  of  Roads  in  Had- 
dam  Township  one  year.  He  votes  the  straight 
Democrtitic  ticket,  and  has  served  as  a  delegate  to 
county  conventions.  He  has  also  serve(l  on  the  petit 
jury.  He;  is  a'man  of ^  most  genial  nature,  a  good 
conversationalist,'_and  is  possessed  of  those  sterling 
traits^of  character,'wliich  entitle  him  to  the  respect 
of  the  community. 


AVID  M.  EVANS,  one  of  the  best  auction- 
eers in  Washington  County,  is  well-known 
to  most  of  its  i)rominent  people,  having 
been  a  resident  within  its  limits  since  1874. 
He  is  an  expert  in  his  calling,  his  services  being 
constantly  in  demand.  He  is  at  present  Sheriff  of 
Washington  County. 

A  native  of  Highland  County,  Ohio,  Mr.  Evans 
was  born  Feb.  25,  1812,  and  is  the  son  of  Milton 
Evans,  who  was  born  on  the  same  farm  where  his 


son  David  first  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light.'  His 
mother  was  Naomi  Maple,  who  was  born  and  reared 
in  Lewis  County,  Ky.,  and  the  parents  were  of 
Welsh  and  Irish  descent  respectively.  When  Da- 
vid M.  was  an  infant  of  a  few  months,  he  was  taken 
by  his  parents  to  the  Blue  Grass  State,  and  from 
that  time  on  until  a  youth  of  nineteen  3'ears,  was  a 
resident  of  Lewis  County.  His  education  was  con- 
ducted in  the  country  schools,  and  upon  the  out- 
break of  the  Civil  War  he  enlisted  under  the  first  call 
for  troops  in  Capt.  Tom  Hamrick's  Compan}',  and 
in  November,  1861,  marched  awa}'  as  color-bearer 
for  the  regiment  under  command  of  Col.  Leonidas 
Metcalf.  The  regiment  comprised  about  six  (;om- 
panies  made  up  and  commanded  by  (^en.  William 
Nelson.  Thej'  went  into  the  eastern  part  of  the 
State,  and  sojourned  in  the  mountains  of  Kentucky 
all  winter,  when  thej-  were  ordered  to  Maysville, 
and  the  regiment  was  consolidated  with  Mark 
Mundy's  Regiment,  in  1862,  and  was  numbered  the 
23d  Kentucky  Infantry. 

These  regiments  were  then  assigned  to  the  Army 
of  the  Cumberland,  and  partook  of  all  the  dangers 
.and  hardships  incidental  to  army  life.  They  en- 
gaged in  various  important  battles  in  which  young 
Evans  bore  a  part.  Finally  a  part  of  the  army 
pressed  on  toward  Shiloh,  but  Mr.  Evans  remained 
with  those  detailed  to  staj'  at  Nashville,  Tenn. 
During  the  following  summer  they  marched  to 
Pulaski,  the  county  seat  of  Giles  Count3%  Tenn., 
holding  that  point  until  July,  1862.  Tiiey  were 
then  consolid.ated  with  the  36th  Indiana,  and  the 
6th  and  1 24th  Ohio,  tlie  old  Guthrie  Grays  of  Cin- 
cinnati, after  which  they  entered  upon  one  of  tiie 
most  extraordinary  marches  of  the  war,  going  to 
Eastei-n  Tennessee  in  the  vicinity  of  McMinnville, 
and  there  under  Gen.  Ammon,  removed  on  to  Mur- 
freesboro,  whence  the  famous  campaign  of.  Gen. 
Buell,  .'et  out  from  Louisville,  Ky.  Mr.  P>ans 
joined  in  the  various  marches  and  skirmishes  until 
the  10th  of  December,  1862,  when  he  was  promoted 
to  Sergeant,  and  for  a  few  days  was  on  detached 
service  in  the  Quartermaster's  department.  Not 
liking  this,  however,  he  soon  rejoined  his  company, 
shouldering  his  musket  again,  and  feeling  more  in 
his  element. 

Sergt.  Evans  was  in  the  field  on  that  memorable 
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day,  Dec.  31,  1862,  at  Stone  River,  and  fought  un- 
til woundert  h}'  a  shell  lale  in  the  da}'  and  so  dis- 
abled, that  he  was  left  on  the  battle  field.  After 
he  recovered  from  his  wound,  he  returned  to  his 
company  in  July,  1863,  when  they  were  in  the 
vicinity  of  Manchester,  Tenn.  He  participated 
with  them  in  the  battle  of  Chickamauga,  and  was 
in  Chattanooga,  Tenn  ,  during  the  siege,  being  one 
of  the  volunteers  to  float  down  the  Tennessee  River 
witii  Brigadier  General  Whitaker,  to  assist  in  open- 
ing a  line  to  meet  Gen.  Hooker's  troops.  He  took 
an  active  part  in  the  battle  of  Missionar}'  Ridge, 
marched  to  the  relief  of  Knoxville,  and  at  the  ex- 
piration of  his  first  term  of  service,  re-enlisted  Jan. 
1.  1864,  at  Blaine's  Cross  Roads,  Tenn.,  for  three 
years,  or  during  the  war. 

After  a  thirty  days'  veteran  furlough,  Mr.  Evans 
returned  to  his  regiment,  and  went  through  the  At- 
lanta campaign.  On  the  24tli  of  October,  lie  was 
given  the  colors  of  the  regiment  which  he  carried 
througii  the  battle  of  Franklin.  Subsequently  he 
was  promoted  First  Sergeant,  and  after  the  battle 
of  Nashville,  was  with  the  regiment  in  Texas  until 
Januar3%  1866,  and  was  then  mustered  out,  for 
which  he  has  a  commission  with  Uyo  warrants  of 
rank  as  Sergeant,  a  record  of  which  any  man  might 
be  proud. 

Returning  now  to  Lewis  County,  Ky.,  Lieut. 
Evans  occupied  himself  as  a  stock  dealer  for  three 
years,  and  in  the  meantime  made  preparations  to 
establish  a  fireside  of  his  own.  On  the  loth  of 
December,  1869,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Martha  J.,  daughter  of  Rev.  R.  D.  Lashbrook, 
and  in  the  early  part  of  January  following,  they 
removed  to  Missouri,  and  lived  on  a  farm  for  three 
j'ears.  Thence  they  came  to  Kansas  in  1874,  set- 
tling in  Phillips  Count}',  but  on  account  of  the 
drought  and  grasshoppers,  soon  changed  their  loca- 
tion to  Washington  Count}-.  Here  Mr.  iivans, 
during  the  five  years  which  followed,  established 
himself  so  firmly  in  tiie  confidence  of  the  people, 
that  in  1879,  he  was  elected  Sheriff.  After  serving 
two  years,  he  wasnorainf<.ted  for  a  second  term,  but 
his  opponent  won  the  day.  Mr.  Evans  tiien  turned 
his  attention  to  the  real  estate  business,  and  began 
his  career  as  auctioneer,  in  which  he  has  gained  a 
reputation  second  to  no  man  in  this  region.     He  is 


a  sound  Republican,  politically,  a  man  of  decided 
views,  and  ae  is  usually  the  case  with  a  man  of 
strong  character,  is  one  who  has  made  warm  friends 
and  some  enemies. 

After  nearly  twenty  years  of  wedded  life,  Mrs. 
Martha  J.  Evans  died  at  her  home  in  Washington, 
Kail.,  Sept.  1,  1889,  leaving  four  children,  three 
sons  and  one  daughter:  Otilla  May,  aged  sixteen 
years;  Milton  M.,  fourteen  years;  R.  B.  Hayes, 
twelve  years;  and  Carl  S.,  ten  years.  Mis.  Evans 
was  a  lady  of  many  estimable  qualities,  and  en- 
deared herself  to  her  husband  and  friends,  by 
whom  her  name  will  ever  be  held  in  tender  remem- 
brance. Mr.  Evans,  in  1888  united  with  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  of  which  he  is  a  consistent 
member,  and  a  liberal  supporter.  He  is  a  true 
patriot,  and  considers  the  time  spent  in  defense  of 
the  old  flag,  one  of  the  most  honorable  epochs  in  his 
history.  He  is  warmly  interested  in  the  advance- 
ment of  the  G.  A.  R.,  and  holds  the  ofl^ce  of  Com- 
mander of  Kearney  Post  No.  5,  Department  of 
Kansas.  He  is  likewise  a  member  in  good  stand- 
ing of  the  A.  0.  U.  W. 


nARCUS  BURTON,  a  well-known  resident 
of  Grant  Township,  Washington  County, 
1  is  a  gentleman  in  the  prime  of  life,  having 
been  born  Nov.  26,  1842,  and  is  a  native 
of  Henry  County,  Va.  His  parents,  shortly  after 
the  birth  of  their  son,  removed  to  Butler  County, 
Ohio,  of  which  they  were  residents  for  a  period  of 
twelve  years  and  engaged  in  farming  pursuits. 
Then  deciding  to  seek  the  farther  West,  they  re- 
moved to  Morgan  County,  111.,  where  they  remained 
four  years,  and  then  returned  eastward  as  far  as 
Shelby  County,  Ind.  In  the  Iloosier  State  they 
sojourned  until  after  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil 
War.  Marcus,  then  a  youth  of  eighteen,  and  pos- 
sessing his  own  ideas  upon  the  subject  of  patriot- 
ism, entered  the  Union  army  as  a  member  of 
Company  I,  3d  Indiana  Cavalry,  which  shortly  af- 
terward was  ordered  to  Louisville,  Ky.,  at  the  time 
the  rebel  General  Bragg  was  threatening  the  demo- 
lition of  that  place. 

From    Louisville   young  Burton  went  with  his 
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regiment  to  Nashville,  Tenn.,  and  not  long  after- 
ward participated  in  tlie  battle  of  Stone  River,  and 
remained  with  his  regiment  until  taken  prisoner  with 
his  company  at  Sasquatchie  Valley,  when  the  rebels 
not  being  able  to  get  them  away,  were  obliged  to  pa- 
role them  on  the  ground.  In  due  time  Mr.  Burton 
rejoined  his  regiment  and  participated  in  the  siege  of 
Atlanta,  engaging  in  all  the  battles  up  to  that  time 
under  Gen.  Kilpatrick.  Later  he  was  in  the  flght  at 
Joncsboro,  soon  after  which  the  time  of  enlistment 
of  most  of  the  regiment  expired,  this  being  in.  the 
fall  of  1864.  Mr.  Burton  having  a  year  longer  to 
serve,  was  remanded  to  Kilpartick's  headquarters 
and  acted  as  a  scout.  At  the  battle  of  Benton- 
ville,  N.  C,  he  was  detailed  with  three  others  to 
enter  the  rebel  lines  and  secure  the  information 
necessary.  After  making  a  full  circuit  of  that  di- 
vision of  the  Confederate  army,  they  brought  up  in 
the  rear,  and  leaving  their  horses  went  on  foot  in- 
side the  lines  and  secured  that  which  they  desired. 
Then  they  made  their  way  back  safely,  passing 
through  two  lines  of  rebel  pickets,  and  reaching 
their  own  army  in  safety. 

Many  were  the  thrilling  and  hairbreadth  escapes 
which  Mr.  Burton  experienced  during  the  period 
of  his  army  life.  Once  at  AVaynesboro,  N.  C,  a 
company  of  twenty-seven  made  a  charge  into  the 
town,  which  was  held  by  a  large  company  of  rebels, 
and  lost  but  one  man,  the  Lieutenant  in  command. 
They  captured  twenty-six  prisoners.  Five  of  the 
rebels  were  killed,  and  the  balance  fled  in  disor- 
der. Mr.  Burton  and  his  comrades  were  kept  busy 
all  during  that  campaign  in  cavalry  skirmishes,  and 
at  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  enlistment  he  re- 
reived  his  honorable  discharge  at  Greenboro,  N.  C. 
He  was  usually  in  excellent  health,  and  returned 
home  practically  unharmed. 

Returning  now  to  Shelb/  County,  Ind.,  Mr. 
Burton  worked  on  a  farm  for  a  couple  of  years,  and 
then  was  married,  Sept.  6,  1867,  to  Miss  Mary  E., 
daughter  of  Silas  and  Nancy  Haskett.  This  lady 
became  the  mother  of  eight  children  and  departeil 
this  life  at  her  home  in  Indiana,  Kan.,  in  April. 
1881.  Joseph,  the  eldest  son,  remains  at  home 
with  his  father.  Annie  is  the  wife  of  Eb.  Cole, 
formerly  of  Washington  County,  but  now  living 
on  his  farm  which  he  homesteaded  in  Lane  County, 


this  State.  John  W.,  Samuel,  Marcus,  Mary,  Nan- 
nie and  Ella  are  all  at  home  with  their  father. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Burton  settled  first  in 
Hancock  County,  Ind.,  on  a  farm  where  he  lived 
four  years,  and  then  in  the  fall  of  1871,  came  to 
AVashington  County,  Kan.  He  took  up  a  home- 
stean  on  section  17,  Grant  Township,  upon  which 
he  lived  until  proving  up,  then  sold  out,  and  jiur- 
chased  the  quarter  section  included  in  his  present 
farm  on  section  8.  Subsequently  he  doubled  his 
first  purchase  and  has  now  about  100  acres  under 
the  plow.  A  large  portion  is  reserved  for  hay^and 
pasture.  Mr.  Burton  has  planted  an  orchard  of  100 
apple  trees,  besides  ornamental  and  shade  trees. 
He  feeds  each  year  a  goodly  number  of  cattle  and 
swine.  His  children  have  all  been  given  a  good 
education,  and  himself  and  most  of  his  family  are 
members  of  the  Quaker  Church  organization  which 
holds  its  meetings  at  the  school-house  in  district 
No.  66.  Politically,  Mr.  Burton  is  a  sound  Re- 
publican, and  for  several  years  has  been  a  School 
Director  in  his  district. 

The  present  wife  of  our  subject,  to  whom  he  was 
married  March  15,  1884,  was  formerly  Mrs.  Marj' 
A.  Sexton,  daughter  of  Mahlon  Haworth,  a  native 
of  Ohio,  and  now  deceased.  Mrs.  Burton  was  born 
April  5,  1841,  in  Indiana,  and  by  her  first  marriage 
became  the  mother  of  four  children,  as  follows: 
Leander,  Mahlon,  Martitia  and  Charlie. 


|||^^ERDINAND  .SCHWAB  is  one  of  the  suc- 
i|Mgj;  eessful  farmers  of  Clay  County.  He  resides 
(111,  on  section  36,  Mulberry  Township,  where 
he  owns  160  acres  of  land,  the  estate  being  well 
improved  and  adequately  furnished  with  good  farm 
buildings.  This  county  and  township  have  been  his 
home  since  May  1880,  at  which  time  his  now 
thoroughly  cultivated  farm  was  a  tract  of  raw 
prairie. 

Mr.  Schwab  is  a  native  of  world-renowned  and 
romantic  Switzerland.  His  birth  took  place  in  the 
Canton  of  Bern,  Feb.  2,  1851,  he  being  a  son  of 
Jacob  and  Elizabeth  Schwab.  In  that  country  the 
mother  died  when  in  middle  life.  The  father  came 
to  the  United  States  in  company  with  three  of  his 
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sons  in  1878,  and  has  since  lived  with  a  son,  Frank 
Scliwab,  Jr.,  in  Bloom  Townshiji.  He  has  now  at- 
tained to  the  age  of  seventy-five  yeai-s,  and  is  still 
quite  active.  In  his  native  country  he  had  been 
engaged  iu  farming  and  also  i*an  two  flouring-mills. 
The  paternal  family  comprised  four  sons  and  three 
daughters,  all  now  surviving  except  a  son,  who  died 
in  Switzerland. 

Our  subject  is  the  youngest  son,  and  youngest 
child  but  one  in  his  parents'  famil}'.  The  loss  of 
his  motiier  occurred  when  he  was  but  ten  years 
old.  Mr.  Schwab  was  reared  and  educated  amid 
the  beautiful  scenery  of  his  native  clime  and  after 
reaching  man's  estate  came  to  America.  He  made 
his  home  in  Henry  County,  111.,  for  five  years,  and 
then  went  back  to  his  native  land  for  his  father  and 
two  of  his  nephews.  Accompanied  by  them  he 
made  his  second  departure  from  Switzerland  in 
August,  1878.  Taking  passage  at  Havre,  France, 
they  landed  in  New  York  City  after  a  voyage  of 
less  than  two  weeks,  and  came  at  once  to  this  State. 

At  the  home  of  the  bride  in  this  county,  Mr. 
Schwab  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Emma 
Ruegg.  She  is,  like  her  husband,  a  native  Swiss, 
and  when  young,  came  to  this  country  with  her 
parents.  Mr.  Ruegg  settled  in  Illinois,  and  some 
years  later  removed  to  this  State,  where  he  and 
Ills  wife  are  3'et  living.  The  union  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Schwab  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  two 
bright  children,  Samuel  and  Bertha. 

Mr.  Schwab  is  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and  as 
stanch  in  the  support  of  the  party  as  in  the  main- 
tenance of  his  moral  principles.  He  is  enterprising 
in  the  occupation  which  he  has  chosen  in  life, 
kindly  in  his  domestic  relations,  and  favorably  re- 
garded in  the  community. 

A  handsome  lithographic  view  of  Mr.  Schwali's 
residence  is  shown  on  another  page. 

)ILLIAM  KELLEY.  Among  the  snug 
homesteads  of  Bloom  Township,  Claj- 
County,  that  of  Mr.  Kelley  deserves  spec- 
ial mention,  being  located  on  section  4.  and  com- 
prises lt!()  acres  of  choice  land.  He  secured 
possession  of  this  as  a  homesteader  in  May,  1877. 


He  came  to  this  section  with  a  capital  of  t!l5. 
the  greater  part  of  which  was  i)aid  out  in  secure- 
ing  ills  claim  and  providing  himself  with  the  necess- 
ary things  with  which  to  commence  life  here. 
His  condition,  financially,  at  the  present  is  in 
wide  contrast  to  that  of  twelve  years  ago,  during 
which  ho  has  opened  up  one  of  the  best  farms  in  his 
neighborhood  and  has  become  well-to-do.  He  car- 
ried on  general  agriculture  a  number  of  years,  in 
the  meantime  fencing  his  land,  erecting  buildings 
and  planting  fruit  and  shade  trees.  Later  he  turned 
his  attention  to  live  stock,  which  industry  is  the 
source  of  a  comfortable  income. 

A  native  of  Logan  County,  Ohio,  Mr.  Kelley  was 
l)orn  Dec.  1,  1822,  and  in  1844  removed  thence 
to  Marshall  County,  Ind.,  where  he  wtis  married 
and  of  which  he  was  a  resident  for  eighteen  years. 
Later  he  removed  to  Kankakee  Countj^,  111.,  where 
he  prosecuted  farming  for  a  period  of  twenty-two 
years  and  from  the  Prairie  State  he  crossed  the 
Father  of  Waters  to  Kansas.  The  father  of  our  sub- 
ject was  J.  J.  Kelley.  a  native  of  Fleming  County, 
Ky.,  and  of  Irish  decent,  his  paternal  grand-par- 
ents having  been  born  in  the  Emeralct  Isle.  His 
father  was  a  plasterer  and  bricklayer  by  trade 
and  left  his  native  State  when  a  young  man,  go- 
ing into  Champaign  County,  Ohio,  where  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Elizabeth  Bendure.  This  lad^^  was  born 
in  Ohio  of  American  parents  and  French  descent. 
After  their  marriage,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kelley  located 
in  Logan  County  where  the  father  followed  his 
trade  -.'ntil  the  spring  of  1840.  Then  with  his  lit- 
tle famiiy  he  removed  to  Marshall  Count}',  Ind., 
where  he  died  when  nearly  one  hundred  years  old. 
He  was  a  Democrat  in  politics  and  a  member  of  the 
United  Brethren  Church.  The  wife  and  mother 
survived  her  husband  four  years,  dying  when  about 
ninety-five  years  old.  She  was  a  member  of  the 
same  church  as  her  husband  and  active  in  the  per- 
formance of  her  religious  duties. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  second  child 
in  a  family  of  seven  daughters  and  two  sons,  seven 
of  whom  are  living,  all  married  and  with  families 
of  their  own.  In  Marshall  County,  Ind.,  William 
met  his  fate  in  the  person  of  Miss  Lovisa  Ben- 
dure, to  whom  he  was  married  on  the  4tli  of 
August.    1844.     Mrs.    Kelley    was    born    in  Oliio, 
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Dec.  2,  1828,  and  was  taken  b}'  her  paients  to 
Michigan  when  quite  young,  where  she  grew  to 
womanhood.  Later  tlie  family  moved  to  Marshall 
County.  Ind.,  wliere  she  lived  two  years  and  until 
her  marriage.  Her  father  John  H.  Bendure,  was 
a  native  of  Ohio,  and  of  French  ancestrj'.  He  was 
a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  married  Miss  Nancy 
Cochran  in  Greene  County,  Ohio.  Mrs.  Bendure 
was  a  native  of  Kentucky  and  of  Irish  ancestry  on 
the  mother's  side  and  was  reared  in  Kentuck}-. 
She  passed  a-wny  prior  to  the  death  of  her  husband 
at  the  age  of  about  fifty  years.  The  latter  died  in 
Marshall  County,  Ohio,  at  the  age  of  Bft3--six. 
Both  were  members  of  the  United  Brethren  Church 
and  were  most  excellent  and  worthy  people,  honest 
and  upright  in  their  lives  and  higlily  respected  by 
all  who  knew  them. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kelley  there  have  been  born  thir- 
teen children,  seven  of  whom  died  young.  Their  eld- 
est living  child,  John  H.  married  Miss  Ella  Koontz 
and  is  farming  in  Clifton  Township,  Washington, 
County;  Marietta  is  the  wife  of  Edward  De  Crow, 
and  they  reside  on  a  farm  in  Coffey  County,  Kan.; 
Rufus  B.  married  Miss  Eva  Survine  and  they 
live  on  a  farm  in  a  Bloom  Township,  Clay  County; 
Peter  married  Miss  Laura  Shearer  and  is  fanning 
on  land  belonging  to  his  father  in  Bloom  Town- 
ship. Emma,  Mrs.  Willinm  Blosser,  lives  with  her 
husband  on  a  farm  in  Republic. County;  Ida  is  the 
wife  of  William  Hileman,a  farmer  of  Bloom  Town- 
ship. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kelley  occup.y  a  good  position 
socially  in  their  community  and  Mr.  Kellej',  pol- 
itically, votes  the  straight  Democratic  ticket. 

The  snug  homestead  of  Mr.  Kelley  will  be  found 
fully  represented  by  a  well-executed  lithographic 
view  on  another  page,  and  is  in  all  respects  indica- 
tive of  the  enterprise  and  industry  of  its  projector. 


m^ 


ILLIAM  SCHORER.  Whatever  may  be 
the  popular  Ijelief  as  to  the  merits  of  var- 
ious systems  of  religion,  and  even  to  a  dis- 
believer in  them  all,  the  life  of  an  earnest  worker 
in  the  cause  of  Christianity  is  ever  a  subject  of 
deep  respect.     He  who  is  the  subject  of  this  bio- 


graphy has  for  many  years  labored  to  win  souls  to 
Christ,  and  has  been  highly  successful  in  that  work, 
being  well  fitted  both  by  nature  and  education  for 
the  duties  which  he  so  long  and  faithfully  eon- 
ducted.  Owing  to  failing  health  he  has  now  with- 
drawn from  the  ministry,  and  is  occupying  a 
farm  which  he  owns  in  Bloom  Township,  Clay 
County.  In  this  and  Cloud  counties  he  has  ac- 
complished great  good  in  building  up  churches, 
and  he  is  highly  honored  wherever  his  works  and 
character  ai;e  known. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Schorer  comes  of  a  long  and  honored 
line  of  Swiss  ancestry,  being  himself  a  native  of  the 
Canton  of  Bern.  His  father,  N.  Schorer.  was  the 
youngest  in  a  large  family  and  lost  his  father  when 
eleven  years  old.  Having  attained  to  3'ears  of  ma- 
turity he  became  a  merchant  in  his  native  city, 
Wangen,  Switzerland.  He  married  Miss  Elizabeth 
Schorer,  who,  though  bearing  the  same  surname, 
was  no  relation,  and  to  them  were  born  five  sons 
and  four  daughters.  In  1867,  the  parents  and  all 
the  family  then  living  came  to  the  United  States. 
and  took  up  their  abode  near  Franklin,  Wis.  The 
children  have  since  become  of  age  and  all  are 
doing  well  in  this  country.  The  parents  now  re- 
side in  Sheboygan,Wis.,  the  father  being  sixty-seven 
years  old,  and  the  mother  three  score  years  and 
ten.  Both  are  members  of  the  Reformed  Cluircli, 
and  prominent  and  highly  honored  members  of 
their  commnnity. 

The  birth  of  our  subject  took  place  Jan.  21,  1847. 
and  in  his  boyhood  and  early  youth  he  was  highly 
educated  in  his  native  canton.  When  eighteen 
years  old  he  was,  through  the  persuasions  of  a,  mis- 
sionary, induced  to  come  to  the  United  States, 
being  the  first  of  his  family  to  leave  his  native 
land.  He  took  passage  from  Hamburg,  April  20, 
1865,  on  the  steamer  "  Teuton ia,"  and  after  a  voy- 
age of  twenty  days,  most  of  which  was  roughlsail- 
ing,  he  landed  in  New  York  City.  He  went  at 
once  to  Sheboygan.  Wis.,  and  entered  the  German 
Reformed  Theological  Seminary  at  Franklin.  Af- 
ter comi)leting  the  course  of  study  in  that  institu- 
tion he  was  ordained  to  the  miniatry  and  took 
charge  of  a  Swiss  congregation  near  La  Crosse. 
Later  he  had  charge  of  a  congregation  at  Waukon, 
Alamakee  Co.,  Iowa,  and  after  laboring   there  for 
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three  years,  his  voice  anfl  health  failing,  he  went 
to  Missouri  to  regain  his  strength. 

His  health  being  restored,  M'-.  Schorer  next 
took  charge  of  two  congregations  in  Gasconade 
County,  Mo.,  laboring  there  for  some  five  years. 
In  1876,  he  came  to  this  county  and  purchased  160 
acres  of  land  on  section  15,  Bloom  Township,  and 
snbsequently  bought  120  acres  on  another  section. 
He  took  charge  of  the  Presbyterian  churches  in 
this  part  of  the  county,  and  also  in  Cloud  County, 
h.aving  four  ditferent  congregations  under  his  over- 
sight for  some  time.  In  1884  he  went  to  Holton, 
.lackson  County,  and  there  preached  for  a  year, 
having  charge  of  two  congregations,  both  of  which 
increased  in  numbers  during  his  labors  there.  Re- 
turning to  this  county  he  rested  from  his  minis- 
terial labors  for  a  year  or  more,  and  then  resumed 
charge  of  his  old  congregations,  retaining  his  place 
as  an  active  minister  of  the  gospel  till  September, 
1889,  wiien  his  health  compelled  his  final  with- 
drawal. 

The  membership  of  the  Presbyterian  churches 
in  this  vicinity  has  been  largely  increased  under 
the  care  of  Mr.  Schorer,  and  he  has  also  made  a 
great  success  of  farming  and  stock-raising.  His 
home  farm  is  well  improved  and  supplied  with 
an  excellent  assortment  of  buildings,  conveniently 
disposed  for  the  various  purposes  for  which  they 
were  erected,  and  all  have  been  put  up  by  thepres 
ent  proprietor.  The  outlying  land  which  he  owns  is 
broken,  and  is  also  being  brought  to  a  high  state  of 
productiveness. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Schorer  was  celebrated  in 
Waukon,  Iowa,  the  bride  being  Miss  Sophia  Hahne, 
who  was  born  near  Franklin,  Wis.,  Julj'  1,  1852. 
Mrs.  Schorer  is  a  daughter  of  Frederick  and  Sophia 
(Dolmeye)  Hahne,  natives  of  Lippe-Detmold  Ger- 
many, who  after  the  birth  of  one  child,  emigrated 
in  1848,  to  the  United  States.  They  embarked  on 
a  sailing  vessel,  and  after  a  voyage  of  some  weeks 
landed  in  this  country  and  took  up  their  residence 
in  Wisconsin,  where  Mr.  Hahne  began  an  agricul- 
tural life,  having  previously'  been  engaged  in  car- 
pentering. From  Wisionsin  Mr.  Hahne  removed  to 
Alamakee  County,  Iowa,  and  then  to  Sac  County, 
where  his  wife  died  when  sixty  years  of  age.  He  is 
yet  living,  having  attained  his  three-score  years  and 


ten.  He  belongs  to  the  German  Reformed  Clinreii, 
as  did  his  wife. 

Mrs.  Schorer  was  the  recipient  of  the  best  of 
training  at  the  hands  of  her  worthy  parents,  witli 
whom  she  remained  until  her  marri.ige.  She 
is  the  mother  of  nine  children,  of  whom  we  note  the 
following:  Anna  is  attending  the  Presbyteiian 
College  at  Emporia  ;  Hulda,  is  in  the  State  Normal 
school  at  the  same  place  ;  Daniel  T.,  Sarah,  Bertha; 
Mar3%  Ida,  Minnie  and  Edna  are  at  home.  The 
younger  members  of  the  family  will  receive  good 
educational  advantages  in  accordance  with  their 
years. 

Mr.  Schorer  is  a  Rei)ubliean  in  politics.  Mrs. 
Schorer  has  always  been  an  active  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  in  her  own  sphere  ac- 
complishes much  good,  being,  like  her  husband,  a 
highl}'  respected  member  of  the  community.  A 
view  of  the  Schorer  residence  appears  on  another 
page,  presenting  the  picture  of  a  peaceful  rural 
home  where  plenty  abounds. 


ORTIMER  REYNOLDS,  a  leading  farmer 
of  Mulberry  Township,  Clay  County,  owns 
and  operates  240  acres  of  highly  improved 
land  which  he  brought  to  its  present  con- 
dition from  a  raw  prairie.  He  came  to  this  section 
from  La  Salle  County,  111.,  in  1885.  and  is  now 
looked  upon  as  one  of  the  leading  citizens  in  the 
northwestern  part  of  the  county.  He  was  born  in 
the  town  of  Magnolia,  Putnam  Co..  III.,  Dec.  19. 
1856,  and  is  the  son  of  Dr.  Albert  Reynolds,  a  na- 
tive of  Connecticut. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  reared  in  New  York 
State  whence  later  he  removed  to  Ohio  with  his 
parents  and  was  graduated  from  one  of  the  medical 
colleges  of  the  Buckeye  State.  There  also  he  was 
first  married  and  later  went  to  Kentucky,  where  he 
followed  the  profession  of  medicine  for  some  years 
and  where  his  first  wife  died  leaving  five  children. 
These  all  lived  to  mature  years  and  were  married. 
After  the  death  of  his  first  wife  Dr.  Reynolds 
moved  to  Putnam  Count}',  III.,  early  in  the  40's 
where  he  followed  his  practice  and  at  the  same  time 
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purchased  land  and  opened  up  a  good  farm.  He 
was  successful,  both  professionally  and  financially, 
becoming  well-to-do.  He  died  at  Lostant,  La  Salle 
Co.,  111.,  in  1887,  at  the  age  of  eighty-eight 
years.  He  was  a  Whig  during  his  early  manhood, 
a  Republican  later  and  a  strong  Union  man  during 
the  Civil  War.  He  was  likewise  the  opponent  of 
slavery  and  left  the  State  of  Kentucky  on  account 
of  his  antagonism  to  the  peculiar  institution. 

The  father  of  our  subject  took  for  his  second 
wife  Miss  Hannah  J.  Butterfleld,  then  of  Magnolia, 
III.,  but  who  was  born  in  New  Hampshire  of  New 
Pvngland  parents.  Slie  came  alone  when  a  j'oung 
woman  to  Ulinois  and  is  still  living  at  the  age  of 
seventy-two  years,  making  her  home  witli  her 
daughter,  Clara  J.,  in  La  Salle  County.  Mortimer 
was  the  youngest  of  her  six  children — four  sous 
find  two  daughters.  Of  these  there  are  only  living, 
besides  our  subject,  one  of  the  sons,  Arthur,  and 
his  sister,  Clara  J.  Mortimer  and  Arthur,  after 
reaching  manhood,  engaged  in  partnership  in  mer- 
cantile business  at  Lostant  for  two  years.  Then 
the  former  came  to  this  State. 

The  marriage  of  Mortimer  Reynolds  and  Miss 
Laura  Hildebrand  took  place  in  La  Salle  County, 
111.,  Sept.  25,  1878.  Mrs.  Reynolds  was  born,  June 
14,  1858.,  in  that  county,  where  she  was  reared  and 
educated.  Her  parents  were  Henry  and  Elizabeth 
(Needham)  Hildebrand,  who  were  likewise  natives 
^f  Illinois  and  are  still  living  on  a  farm  in  La  Salle 
County,  well-to-do,  and  surrounded  by  all  life's 
comforts.  The  father  is  about  fifty-seven  years 
of  age  and  the  mother  flfty-two  years.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Reynolds  have  two  children — Charles  A.  and 
Edward  L.  Mr.  Reynolds,  like  his  father  before 
him,  endorses  in  the  strongest  manner  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Republican  party.  He  is  looked  upon 
as  a  solid  and  a  reliable  man— one  who  is  a  credit 
to  his  county. 

'i^^l- ^- 

ri]__  ENRY  RUEOG.  The  biographer  in  his  mi- 
Iji^'  grations  among  the   farmers   in  the  north- 

ilW^  western  corner  of  Clay  County,  found  Mr. 
^p     Ruegg  snugly  located   on  a   well-improved 

farm  comprising  160  acres  of  land  on   section   34. 

He  came  to  Kansas  in  1  872  from  Madison  County, 


111.,  and  located  on  a  farm  near  Winkler's  Mills, 
Riley  County.  Thence  in  1878  he  changed  his  resi- 
dence to  a  point  across  the  line,  homesteading  his 
present  land.  By  a  course  of  persevering  industry 
and  good  management  and  after  the  labors  of  a 
number  of  years,  he  brought  the  soil  to  a  good 
state  of  cultivation  and  erected  substantial  build- 
ings, enclosed  and  divided  his  land  with  fencing, 
planted  fruit  and  shade  trees  and  has  now  one  of 
the  most  desirable  farms  in  this  part  of  the  county. 

Mr.  Ruegg  is  a  native  of  Switzerland  and  was 
born  in  the  Canton  of  Zurich,  May  18,  1828.  He 
lived  there  until  a  man  of  twenty-five  years,  then 
in  1867  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  settling  in 
the  vicinitj'  of  Highland,  Madison  Co.,  111.,  where 
he  sojourned  until  moving  west  of  the  Mississippi. 
He  is  the  offspring  of  an  excellent  family,  being  the 
son  of  Hans  Jacob  Ruegg,  a  farmer  in  comfortable 
circumstances  who  spent  his  entire  life  in  his  native 
country.  His  death  occurred  in  1879  when  he  was 
sixty-nine  years  old.  The  wife  and  mother  whose 
maiden  name  was  Catherine  Scheuchzer,  passed 
away  when  comparatively  a  young  woman  in  1832. 
Both  parents  were  members  of  the  German  Re- 
formed Church. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  one  of  the  small 
family  born  to  his  mother  and  received  a  very 
good  education  in  his  native  canton.  He  learned 
the  miller's  trade  at  a  good  age  and  when  read3' 
to  establish  a  home  of  his  own,  was  married  to  a 
maiden  of  his  own  town — Miss  Elizabeth  Weber. 
Mrs.  Ruegg  was  the  daughter  of  a  highly  respect- 
able family  who  were  noted  as  being  experts  at 
pattern  and  model  making,  while  at  the  same  time 
many  of  them  engaged  in  farming.  After  the  birth 
of  five  children  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ruegg  in  the  fall  of 
1867,  having  resolved  to  emigrate  to  America,  ra 
paired  to  Havre,  France,  and  took  passage  on  the 
steamer  '"Arago"  which  after  a  safe  voyage  landed 
them  in  New  York  City.  Thence  they  proceeded 
to  Illinois  where  two  more  children  were  added  to 
the  family  circle.  One  child  has  been  born  to  them 
since  they  came  to  Kansas. 

The  eight  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ruegg  are 
recorded  as  follows:  Eda  is  the  wife  of  Albert 
Schwab  and  they  live  on  a  farm  in  Oregon;  Bertha 
is  the   wife  of    Lewis    Pickett   and  they  live  on  a 
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farm  near  Ogden,  tliis  State;  Anna  married  Gotlieb 
Arameseager  and  they  reside  on  a  farm  in  Bloom 
Townsliip;  Emma  is  tlie  wife  of  Ferdinand  Scliwab, 
a  sivetch  of  whom  will  be  found  elsewhere  in  this 
volume ;  Mary  is  the  wife  of  August  KoUing,  who 
is  represented  elsewhere  in  this  work;  Lena,  Rosa 
and  Lizzie  are  at  home  with  their  parents. 


OICHOLAS  ESSLINGER.  Among  the  suc- 
cessful agriculturists  of  Washington  County, 
are  many  who  were  born  across  the  sea. 
Tliey  prove  valuable  citizens  of  our  land,  and  ex- 
hibit a  sturdj'  enterprise  on  the  frontier.  Of  this 
class  is  the  gentleman  above  named,  who  has  lived 
in  Clifton  Township  since  July,  1859.  He  has 
seen  the  county  grow  from  a  wild  waste,  to  the 
position  it  holds  to-day  in  the  front  rank  of  civi- 
lized and  cultivated  communities.  When  he  came, 
the  country  abounded  with  buffalo  and  other  wild 
game,  and  the  savage  red  man  was  frequently  to  be 
seen.  Mr.  Esslinger  has'  a  number  of  times  been 
attacked  by  the  buffaloes  of  the  plains,  but  has 
always  escaped  injurj\  He  gives  himself  credit 
for  having  killed  more  than  200  rattle  snakes, 
tiiough  he  was  never  bitten.  When  he  first  lived 
in  this  county,  Jefferson  City,  forty  miles  distant, 
was  the  nearest  market  town,  and  Ft.  Riley,  forty 
miles  away,  was  their  post-otHce. 

Mr.  Esslinger  was  born  in  Luxemburg.  Ger- 
m.any,  Oct.  12,  1 827.  His  parents  were  of  Prussian 
birth,  but  lived  the  most  of  their  lives  in  Luxem- 
l)urg.  The  father,  John  P^sslinger,  was  a  farmer. 
He  died  when  our  subject,  who  was  the  youngest 
of  four  children,  wiis  fifteen  months  old.  The 
mother,  Elizabeth  (Shoemaker)  Esslinger,  lived  to 
1)6  nearly  one  hundred  years  old.  Her  death  also 
took  plsice  in  Luxemburg.  Nicholas  Esslinger 
was  reared  bj'  his  mother  until  old  enough  to  do 
for  himself.  On  March  25,  1857,  he  took  passage 
at  Havre  on  the  sailing-vessel  "Edward  Stanley." 
They  landed  in  New  York  City,  after  an  unevent- 
ful voyage  of  twenty-three  days.  Thence  he  went 
immediately  to  Stephenson  County,  111.,  where 
he  remained  two  years.  He  then  came  to  this 
State,  and  secured    from   the  Government  the  land 


which  he  has  since  made  his  home.  It  is  well  im- 
proved, and  under  thorough  and  intelligent  cul- 
tivation. 

In  this  county  Mr.  Esslinger  was  married  to 
Gertrude  Bowmaker,  daughter  of  Joseph  Bow- 
maker,  whose  sketch  occupies  another  place  in  this 
Biographical  Album.  She  was  born  in  Prussia 
Dec.  12,  1843,  and  when  young  was  l)rought  to  the 
United  States  by  her  parents.  She  remained  with 
them  until  her  marriage,  acquiring  all  the  skill  for 
which  German  housewives  are  noted.  She  is  tlie 
mother  of  ten  children:  Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of 
Peter  Steinmetz,  a  blacksmith  in  Clifton;  Mary, 
Magdalene,  Anna,  Margaret,  Gertrude,  Joseph, 
Angeline,  Nicholas  and  Sophia  are  at  home. 

Mr.  Esslinger  was  formerly  a  Republican,  but  is 
now  a  sound  Democrat.  He  and  his  wife  are  char- 
ter members  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  of 
Clifton  Township,  and  Mr.  Esslinger  has  been  an 
officer  there  since  the  organization  was  started.  An 
enterprising  farmer,  a  reliable  citizen,  and  an  in- 
telligent, kindly  man,  Mr.  Esslinger  merits  and  re- 
ceives the  respect  of  his  fellow-citizens.  The  churcii 
was  built  on  Mr.  Shoemaker's  land  in  1871,  and  the 
district  school-house  is  on  Mr.  Esslinger's  land. 


ICHARD  ROENIGK  is  one  of  the  thrifty 
and  successful  farmers  of  Clay  County,  the 
estate  which  he  owns  and  occupies  being 
situated  on  section  14,  Bloom  Township. 
It  comprises  160  broad  acres,  bearing  such  sub- 
stanti.ll  improvements  as  are  generally  made  by 
an  enterprising  .igriculturist,  its  present  condition 
being  due  to  the  gentleman  of  whom  we  write. 
He  has  been  the  owner  of  this  farm  since  1878,  his 
residence  in  the  country  .antedating  th.at  period 
seven  ye.ars. 

Mr.  Roenigk  was  born  in  Saxony.  Germany. 
April  4,  1857,  and  is  a  son  of  Gottlieb  and  Marga- 
ret (Zachary)  Roenigk,  natives  likewise  of  th.at 
kingdom.  The  father  was  a  descendant  of  an  old 
Siixony  famil}',  and  was  engaged  in  farming.  To 
himself  and  wife  eleven  children  were  born,  seven 
living,  all  of  whom  came  to  the  United  States  with 
i   their  father,  who  sought  a  wider  field  for  his  ener- 
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gies  and  greater  opportunities  for  his  children's  ad- 
vancement. The  family  took  passage  at  Bremen 
on  the  steamer  '-Rhine,"  May  4,  1871,  and  landed 
in  New  York  City  after  an  ocean  voyage  of  thir- 
teen days.  They  came  almost  immediately  to 
Kansas,  and  the  father  at  once  obtained  a  home- 
stead on  section  1 4,  Bloom  Township.  It  was  an 
unbroken  tract  of  land,  but  its  owner  being  a  thor- 
ough farmer,  at  once  began  its  improvement,  and 
had  accomplished  a  great  deal  when  his  death  oc- 
curred four  years  after  his  arrival,  he  being  sixtji^ 
years  of  age.  His  widow  continued  her  residence 
on  the  estate,  which  she  still  owns  and  which  is 
now  well  improved.  Mrs.  Roenigk  is  now  sixty- 
six  years  of  age.  She  belongs  to  the  Lutheran 
Church  and  is  highly  regarded  by  her  associates 
tlierein  and  by  all  her  neighbors.  Six  of  her  chil- 
dren are  living.  They  are:  Louisa,  wife  of  Mates 
Rasmussen,  living  on  a  farm  in  Bloom  Township; 
Adolpii,  a  farmer  and  harness-maiier,  whose  home 
is  at  Lincoln  Center,  Kan.;  Anna,  wife  of  Claus  P. 
Hansen  (see  biograpliy);  our  subject;  Augusta, 
wife  of  Con.  Myers,  a  farmer  in  Bloom  Township; 
and  Charles,  who  remains  at  home  caring  for  his 
mother  and  managing  the  homestead. 

Our  subject  is  a  member  of  the  Union  Labor 
party.  He  is  not  only  well  versed  in  agricultural 
work,  but  is  a  man  of  industrious  habits,  excellent 
moral  character  and  intelligence,  and  as, such  is 
held  in  good  repute  by  his  neighbors  and  fellow- 
citizens. 


--K# 


ylLLIAM  T.  BLOOM  FIELD,  of  Little  Blue 
Township,  is  pursuing  the  even  tenor  of 
his  vvay  on  a  well-developed  farm,  com- 
prising 160  acres  of  land  on  section  35.  His  chief 
ambition  has  been  to  perform  the  duties  of  an 
honest  man  and  a  good  citizen,  make  a  comfortable 
living  for  his  family  and  dwell  at  peace  among  his 
neighbors.  He  was  born  in  Worcestershire,  Eng- 
land, Feb.  21,  1835,  and  is  the  son  of  John  Bloom- 
field,  a  native  of  the  same  shire  and  a  weaver  by 
trade.  The  family  is  of  substantial  English  ances- 
try, honest  and  industrious  people,  who  made  their 


living  by  diligence  and  frugality,  avoided  police 
courts  and  criminal  cells  and  left  the  heritage  of  a 
good  name  to  their  posterity. 

John  Bloomfleld  in  1844  emigrated  to  America 
with  his  little  family,  and  locating  in  Tariffville, 
Conn.,  sojourned  there  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred in  1850  when  he  was  but  forty  years  of 
age.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  and  also  identified  with  the  I.O.O.F.  He 
spent  his  later  years  in  farm  pursuits  and  accumu- 
lated a  good  property.  The  maiden  name  of  his 
wife  was  Mary  Johnson.  She  also  was  a  native  of 
AVorcestersbire,  and  was  bom  in  1812.  She  sur- 
vived her  husband  a  period  of  thirty-three  years, 
remaining  a  widow,  and  died  in  Chicago,  111.,  in 
1883.  The  parental  household  included  eight  chil- 
dren, five  of  whom  are  living  and  residents  of  the 
United  States. 

William  T..  tlie  first  child  in  the  Bloomfield 
family,  was  a  lad  of  nine  years  when  his  parents 
emigrated  to  America,  and  he  lived  with  them  in 
Tariffville,  Conn.,  until  probably  eighteen  years 
old.  Upon  leaving  Connecticut  he  accompanied 
them  to  Ohio,  and  completed  his  studies  in  the  lit- 
tle city  of  Akron,  Summit  Count}'.  He  sojourned 
there  until  1855,  and  that  year  came  to  Kansas, 
locating  in  Lawrence,  and  participated  in  tlie  con- 
flict prising  from  the  slavery  question  and  other 
Kansas  troubles,  being  the  supporter  and  S3'mpa- 
thizer  of  the  old  hero  John  Brown.  He  left  the 
State  in  1857,  repairing  to  Andrew  County,  Mo., 
of  which  he  was  a  resident  until  1861. 

We  next  find  Mr.  Bloomfield  in  Chicago,  111., 
and  the  following  year,  the  Civil  AVar  being  in  prog- 
ress, he  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Company  K,  72d 
Illinois  Infantry,  which  was  attached  to  the  17th 
Army  Corps.  He  participated  in  many  of  the 
hard-fought  battles  which  followed,  being  at  Ray- 
mond, Champion  Hills,  Vicksburg.  Franklin  and 
Nashville,  Tenn.  Although  experiencing  many 
hairbreadth  escapes,  he  came  out  without  a  wound 
and  without  being  captured  by  the  enemy.  He 
was  given  his  honorable  discharge  at  Columbus, 
Ohio,  July  13,  1865.  Soon  afterward  he  returned 
to  Missouri  and  settling  in  Buchanan  County, 
lived  there  until  1870.  employing  himself  as  a  cab- 
inet-maker.     In  the  fall  of  that  year  he  came  back 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


831 


to  Kansas  and  homesteaded  1 12  acres  of  land  on 
section  26  in  Little  Blue  Township,  Washington 
County.  He  employed  himself  in  the  cultivation 
and  improvement  of  this  land  until  1880,  then  sell- 
ing ont  purchased  160  acres  on  section  35,  Little 
Blue  Township,  where  he  has  since  followed  the 
peaceful  pursuits  of  agriculture. 

Wiien  coming  to  Kansas,  Mr.  Bloomfleld  states, 
he  was  almost  penniless.  The  extent  and  nature 
of  his  possessions  to-day  Indicate  in  a  forcible  man- 
ner the  diligence  with  which  he  has  labored  and 
the  economy  wiiich  he  must  have  practiced. 
Polilioally  lie  is  usually  found  on  the  side  of  the 
Republican  party.  In  religious  matters  he  is  con- 
nected with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at 
Barnes.  Social!}-  he  belongs  to  Post  No.  363 
O.A.R.  at  Barnes,  and  is  also  a  member  of  Lodge 
No.  12,  A.  O.  U.  W.  at  Rockford,  III. 

On  the  31st  of  January,  1858,  Mr.  Bloomfleld 
was  married  to  Miss  Mary  E.  MoChesney,  of  An- 
drew County,  Mo.  Mrs.  Bloomfleld  was  born  in 
Tuscarawas  County,  Ohio,  Sept.  19,  1840,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Andrew  L.  and  Elizabeth  (C'aples)- 
McChesney,  the  former  of  wlioni  is  dead  but  the 
latter  is  yet  living.  The  six  children  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Bloomfleld  were  named jespcctively  Russel  C  , 
Lillie,  John  (deceased),  Elmer,  Charles,  and  Arthur 
(deceased),  who  was  a  twin  of  Charles. 


SF_  ON.  DAVID  E.  BALLARD.  This  gentle- 
ff^yj  man  has  been  designated  as  "  one  of  the 
i\^  most  hospitable,  social  and  liberal  men 
(^  of  his  community,"  being  public-spirited, 
strictly  moral  and  of  that  courteous  and  gentle- 
manly demeanor  which  makes  everybody  his  friend. 
Mr.  Ballard  is  perhaps  one  of  the  most  prominent 
men  in  Northern  Kansas,  intimately  identified  with 
its  agricultural  interests,  a  thorough  and  skillful 
farmer,  and  in  business  transactions  his  record  is 
unimpeachable. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Franklin, 
Vt.,  March  20,  1836,  and  is  the  son  of  Appleton 
and  Epiphena  (Ellenwood)  Ballard.  Appleton 
Ballard  was  born  in  Hanover,  N.H.,  in  1809.  When 
he  was  a  boy  his  parents  removed  to  Vermont  where 


he  learned  shoemaking  at  which  he  worked  in  con- 
nection with  farming  until  1837.  Then,  having 
decided  to  seek  what  was  then  the, West,  he  emi- 
grated to  Morrow  Count}-,  Ohio,  and  locating  in 
Sparta,  engaged  in  general  merchandising  until 
1847.  That  year  he  left  the  Buckeye  State  and  re- 
moving to  Michigan  established  himself  as  a  gen- 
eral merchant  at  Lansing,  where  he  sojourned  until 
1852.  He  then  met  with  a  sad  misfortune,  his 
store  and  stock  being  destroyed  by  fire,  involving 
a  total  loss. 

After  this  event  the  father  of  our  subject  moved 
just  out  of  town  and  securing  a  little  piece  of  land 
engaged  as  a  vegetable  gardener  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  October,  1885.  He  was  a  man 
of  sound  religious  principles  and  from  the  age  of 
twenty  years  had  been  a  consistent  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Ciiurch.  His  father  was 
P'rederick  Ballard,  a  native  of  Barnard,  N.  H.,  and 
who  died  in  Sparta,  Ohio.  The  paternal  great- 
grandfather of  our  subject  was  Sherebiah  Ballard, 
a  gentleman  of  English  birth  and  ancestry  who 
crossed  the  Atlantic  with  five  brothers  prior  to  the 
Revolutionary  War  and  settled  in  New  York  State. 
The  entire  six  participated  in  the  conflict  which 
afterward  ensued,  fighting  valiant!}-  on  tlie  side  of 
the  Colonists  until  their  independence  was  estab- 
lished. 

Epiphena  Ellenwood  was  born  near  Halifax, 
Nova  Scotia,  Sept.  9,  1809  and  died  at  Lansing, 
Mich.,  in  the  spring  of  1888.  She  was  married  to 
Appleton  Ballard  in  1830.  Her  father,  Capt.  El- 
lenwood was  a  seafaring  man  and  the  commander 
of  a  merchant  vessel.  He  stood  at  the  head  of  his 
profession  and  was  likewise  a  successful  man  in 
business  affairs.  He  was  robbed  and  murdered  in 
Halifax  harbor  after  disposing  of  a  cargo  of  mer- 
chandise. To  the  parents  of  our  subject  there 
were  born  ten  children:  Allen  J.,  Sindenia  A., 
David  E.,  Henry  D.,  Eunice  L.,  Alonzo,  Everelte, 
Anna  L.,  Sarah  A.,  and  Alice.  Of  tliese  eiglit  are 
living. 

David  E.  Ballard  was  tlie  third  child  of  the  par- 
ental family  and  was  reared  in  his  native  town  of 
Sparta,  Ohio,  acquiring  his  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools.  Tliere  also  he  took  his  first  lesson  in 
mercantile  business  and  was  also  thus  engaged  with 
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Iiis  uncle  at  Mt.  Gilead,  and  later  again  with  liis 
father  at  Lansing,  Mich.  He  remained  a  resident 
of  Michigan  State  until  1855  and  then  determined 
to  seek  the  farther  "West.  We  next  find  him  in 
Tama  County,  Iowa,  where  he  was  occupied  as  a 
clerk  in  Toledo  until  1857.  Then  crossing  the 
Missouri  River  into  the  Territory  of  Kansas  he  was 
located  for  a  time  in  Lawrence,  Kan.,  and  in  the 
meanwhile  had  a  hand  in  the  troubles  of  that 
period,  operating  under  James  Lane. 

Subsequently  Mr.  Ballard  repaired  to  Brown 
County,  Kan.,  and  for  some  time  followed  the  pro- 
fession of  a  teacher.  Later  he  was  connected  with 
a  surveying  party,  laying  out  town  sites  and  en- 
gaged in  other  business  tending  to  the  development 
and  settlement  of  the  State.  In  1858  he  repaired 
to  Washington,  Kau.,  and  was  made  Secretary  of 
the  first  company  organized  to  la3'  out  the  town. 
Subsequently  he  assisted  in  tlie  organization  of 
Washington  County  and  at  the  Crst  election  of 
county  officers  was  chosen  Register  of  Deeds  and 
County  Clerk.  Later  further  honors  were  be- 
stowed upon  him  as  he  was  chosen  by  the  Free 
State  party  as  their  first  Representative  in  the 
Legislature.  He  served  his  full  term  with  great 
credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction  to  his  con- 
stituents. 

Mr.  Ballard  watched  the  progress  of  national 
affairs  with  the  liveliest  interest  and  maintained  his 
loyalty  to  the  State  of  Kansas.  During  the  first 
year  of  the  Civil  War  he  entered  the  army  as  a 
private,  but  soon  afterward,  by  the  urgency  of 
friends  and  officials,  left  tlie  ranks  and  raising  a 
company  joined  tlie  2d  Kansas  Infantry  as  First 
Lieutenant  of  Company  H.  This  regiment  was 
soon  afterward  transformed  into  the  2d  Kansas 
Cavalry,  in  which  Lieutenant  Ballard  served  until 
1865  when  he  was  obliged  to  send  In  his  resignation 
on  account  of  disability.  In  the  meantime  his 
services  received  their  just  recognition  by  the  pre- 
sentation to  him  of  a  Captain's  commission,  but  he 
resigned  before  being  mustered  in. 

Daring  the  period  of  his  army  life  Mr.  Ballard 
operated  mostly  in  Missouri  and  Arkansas.  In 
May,  1 865  he  was  appointed  Quartermaster  General 
of  the  Kansas  State  Militia.  In  1866  he  was  com- 
missioned Deputy  United  States  Surveyor  of  public 


lands  in  Kansas.  In  1867  he  was  commissioned 
Deputy  United  States  Marshall  in  his  district  and 
in  1868  was  commissioned  Assistant  Assessor  for 
Division  No.  4,  t^en  covering  what  is  now  the  5th 
Congressional  District  of  Kansas.  He  was  still 
further  honored  in  1872  by  being  elected  Assessor 
of  railroad  property  for  the  12th  Judicial  District 
of  Kansas.  In  1878  he  was  again  elected  to  repre- 
sent his  county  in  the  State  Legislature.  His  whole 
public  career  is  one  which  reflects  honor  upon  him 
and  in  which  it  could  not  be  questioned  that  he 
had  the  interests  of  the  people  at  heart. 

Mr.  Ballard  in  1869,  turning  his  attention  seri- 
ously to  agricultural  affairs,  purchased  160  acres  of 
land  on  section  15,  Little  Blue  Township,  and  there 
took  up  Ills  abode.  He  was  prospered  in  his  sub- 
sequent transactions,  financially,  and  added  to  his 
landed  possessions  until  he  is  now  the  owner  of 
1,800  acres,  lying  on  sections  9,  10,  15,  16,  21  and 
22  of  the  above-mentioned  township.  When  com- 
ing to  this  State  he  was  obliged  to  borrow  money 
to  meet  his  current  expenses.  He  long  ago  liqui- 
dated that  debt  and  has  the  satisfaction  of  knowing 
that  every  dollar  of  his  money  has  been  made  in  an 
honorable  and  legitimate  manner.  Besides  that 
already  mentioned,  he  also  owns  valuable  city 
property  in  Washington,  this  State.  He  is  one  of 
the  Directors  of  the  First  National  Bank  at  that 
place  and  has  taken  an  interest  generally  in  the 
upbuilding  of  the  town. 

As  a  stock  dealer  Mr.  Ballard  is  scarcely  equalled 
by  any  man  in  Washington  County  and  is  particu- 
larly interested  in  blooded  animals.  He  is  the 
largest  resident  landholder  within  the  limits  of  the 
county.  His  residence  is  located  on  section  15, 
Little  Blue  Township,  and  presents  quite  an  im- 
posing appearance,  surrounded  as  it  is  by  various 
other  buildings,with  cattle  sheds  in  the  back  ground, 
everything  being  neat  and  in  good  order,  together 
with  forest  and  fruit  ti-ees  and  all  the  other  embel- 
lishments of  the  ideal  country  estate.  Without 
making  any  great  displaj-  or  pretentions  to  elegance, 
the  great  homestead  is  In  all  its  appurtenances  little 
less  than  complete  and  resembles  a  village  more 
than  private  grounds. 

Socially',  Mr.  Ballard  stands  high  in  the  Masonic 
fraternity,    having    taken    both    the    Chapter   and 
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Council  degrees.  He  has  been  a  stanch  Republican 
since  the  organization  of  that  party  in  1856.  He 
lias  by  his  hospitality  and  rare  social  qualities 
drawn  around  him  hosts  of  friends  whom  both 
he  and  his  most  excellent  wife  entertain  in  a  manner 
worthy  of  their  means  and  station.  Mrs.  Ballard 
was  in  her  girlhood  Miss  Louise  Bowen,  of  Leaven- 
worth, Kan.,  and  was  wedded  to  our  subject  Dec. 
25,  1865.  Her  native  place  wasRoyalton,  Vt.,  and 
the  date  of  her  birth  1844.  Her  parents  were 
Mark  (who  died  in  1859)  and  Sarah  L.  (Harris) 
Bowen,  now  living  in  Roj^alton,  Vt.  They  were 
both  natives  of  Vermont. 

The  ten  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ballard 
were  named  respectively,  Ernest  F.,  Louise,  Frank 
C,  Mabel.  Miriam,  David  C,  Winifred,  Mark  A.B., 
Anna  A.  and  Stella  L.  Louise  died  when  six  days 
old. 


irsy,  EV.  ROBERT  M.  TUNNELL,  who  has  so 
lUir  long  and  acceptably  held  the  pastorate  of 
the  Congregational  Church  at  Manhattan, 
I  gentleman  of  culture,  is  well-known 
and  i)osesses  a  fine  Christian  character,  and  during 
his  ministry  in  this  city  he  has  been  an  im|)ortr.nt 
agent  not  only  in  advancing  its  religiDUs  slanding, 
but  also  in  elevating  its  social  and  educational 
status.  Mr.  Tunnell  is  a  native  of  Illinois,  born  in 
Morgan  County,  eight  miles  north  of  Jacksonville. 
Oct.  17,  1830.  His  father.  David  Tunneli,  was 
liorn  in  Washington  County,  Tenn.,  in  1800,  was  a 
sun  of  Stephen  Tunnell.  a  n.ative  of  Spottsylvania 
County,  Va.,  who  was,  in  turn,  a  son  of  William 
Tunnell,  who  was  born  across  the  water  in  sunny 
France.  In  that  land  the  family  name  was  spelled 
Tannelier,  and  it  has  become  corrupted  since  the 
great  grandfather  of  our  subject  came  to  this  coun- 
try. When  he  was  three  years  old  he  was  taken  by 
his  father  to  England  and  in  that  country  he  wooed 
and  wedded  Ann  Fairfax,  a  native  of  Yorkshire. 
In  colonial  times,  about  1730,  he  brought  his  wife 
to  America,  and  located  in  Virginia;  he  bought 
land  in  Spottsylvania  County,  and  resided  there 
some  years.  He  then  went  to  Fairfax  County  to 
spend  his  last  years.  After  his  deatli  his  wife  went 
to  Tennessee  with  her  son.  the    Rev.  William  Tun- 


nell, and  died  at  his  home  in  Anderson  County,  at 
the  remarkably,  advanced  age  of  one  hundred  and 
four  years.  William  Tunnell's  brother  James  also 
came  to  America,  and  settled  first  in  Accomack 
County,  Va.,  and  later  in  Dagsboro.  Del.,  where  he 
died.  Another  brother  settled  in  North  Carolina, 
and  passed  his  remaining  days  in  that  State.  The 
grandfather  of  our  subject  was  reared  and  married 
in  Virginia,  and  resided  there  until  1789,  doing 
gallant  service  in  the  meantime  in  the  Revolutionarj' 
War,  under  Washington.  Receiving  therefor  a 
land-warrant  in  the  j'ear  just  mentioned,  accom- 
panied by  liis  wife  and  six  children,  with  a  wagon 
and  pack-horses,  he  slowly  made  his  way  to  the 
wilds  of  Tennessee,  three  months  being  consumed 
in  the  journey,  and  there  selected  his  land  in  Wash- 
ington County.  It  was  heavily  timbered,  and  he 
devoted  his  time  to  its  clearance  and  to  tilling  the 
soil  the  ensuing  twenty  years,  and  then  took  up  his 
residence  in  Monroe  County,  Ky.,  of  which  he  was 
also  a  pioneer.  Purchasing  a  tract  of  land  half  a 
mile  from  Tompkinsville,  he  made  his  home  there 
until  his  death.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was 
Keziah  Money.  She  was  also  of  French  descent, 
born  in  the  eastern  part  of  Maryland,  and  was  a 
daughter  of  Pierre  Money,  who  is  thought  to  have 
been  born  in  France.  He  was  one  of  the  Huguenots 
who  fled  from  persecution  from  that  country  to 
Eingland,  and  thence  to  America,  where  in  George- 
town, D.  C,  his  remaining  days  were  spent  in 
peace  and  in  undisturbed  enjoyment  of  his  religious 
belief.  The  grandmother  of  our  subject  died  in 
Morgan  Co.,  Ill,  in  September,  1836.  Bot'i  she 
and  her  husband  were  reared  in  the  Calvinist  faith 
and  held  tenaciously  to  it  until  death.  They  were 
the  parents  of  eleven  children,  ten  of  whom  grew 
to  mature  3' ears. 

The  father  of  our  subject  joined  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  in  his  youth.  He  received  a  lair 
education  and  taught  in  the  public  schools  as  well 
as  conducting  singing  schools.  At  the  youthful 
age  of  eighteen  years  he  commenced  to  preach,  and 
was  ordained  in  1822,  and  preached  in  different 
places  in  Kentucky  until  1830,  when  he  too  became 
a  pioneer  like  his  father  before  him,  journeying 
overland  into  Illinois  until  lie  had  pcnetialed  to  the 
wilds  of  Morgan  County,  where    he  took  up  a   tract 
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of  Government  land,  he  being  one  of  the  earliest 
settlers  of  that  region.  He  built  a  log  cabin  for  the 
accomodation  of  his  family,  and  in  that  humble 
home  the  subject  of  this  sketcii  was  born.  Besides 
improving  his  land,  the  father  preached  very  accep- 
tably to  his  fellow-pioneers,  and  lived  in  the  home 
that  he  built  up  there  until  18G7.  In  that  year  he 
settled  in  Sullivan  County,  Mo.,  where  he  bought 
a  farm,  and  continued  to  combine  preaching  and 
agricultural  pursuits  in  that  part  of  Missouri  until 
his  death  at  a  venerable  age  in  1872.  A  man  of 
strong,  tender  nature  and  earnest  thought,  of 
blameless,  exemplary  life  (like  Chaucer's  parson, 
"First  he  wrought,  and  afterward  he  taught,")  he 
was  an  influence  for  great  good,  and  he  held  a  warm 
place  in  the  hearts  of  many  unto  whom  he  had 
ministered  the  consolations  of  religion.  The  maiden 
name  of  iiis  wife  was  Elizabeth  McClure,  and  she 
was  born  in  Lincoln  County,  Ky.,  in  1804.  Her 
father,  AViUiam  McClure,  was  born  in  Augusta 
County,  Va.,  and  his  father,  Robert  McClure,  was 
born  in  Ireland  of  Scotch  ancestry,  and  coming  to 
America  in  Colonial  times,  settled  in  Virginia. 
The  maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  served 
under  Lafayette  in  the  Revolution,  and  receiving  a 
lancl  warrant  for  his  services,  he  selected  land 
in  Lincoln  County,  Ky.,  in  1792,  and  became 
an  early  settler  there.  Her  brother  Robert  McClure, 
who  went  there  at  the  same  time,  was  a  well-known 
Indian  flghter,and  was  killed  by  the  savages  in  1794. 
About  1805  the  maternal  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject removed  to  Hardin  County,  and  made  his 
home  there  on  land  that  he  bought  until  his  death. 
His  wife,  Rebecca  Liggitt,  was  born  in  Augusta 
County,  Va..  and  was  of  Scotch-Irish  ancestrj'.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  resided  with  her  parents  until 
her  marriage,  and  became  thoroughly  conversant 
with  the  arts  of  spinning  and  weaving,  and  in  after 
life  used  to  clothe  her  children  in  cloth  made  by  her 
own  hand.  She  died  in  Morgan  County,  111.,  June 
7,  1866.  She  was  the  mother  of  five  children — 
Robert  M.,  Jane,  Martha,  Mary  and  Arabella. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  the  only  son  of  his 
parents.  He  was  given  fine  educational  advantages, 
attending,  beside  the  public  schools,  Illinois  Col- 
lege, from  which  he  was  graduated  with  good 
standing  in   July,    1852.     At  the  age  of    eighteen 


he  commenced  teaching,  and  often  taught  during 
his  college  life  and  after  graduation.  While  teach- 
ing be  read  law,  but  during  the  war  he  gave  up 
the  idea  of  being  a  lawyer,  having  a  strong  drawing 
towards  the  ministry,  and  he  commenced  preparing 
himself  for  his  sacred  calling.  He  began  to  preach 
in  1867,  coming  to  Kansas  that  fall,  and  in  1868  he 
accepted  a  call  to  Wabaunsee,  where  he  had  charge 
of  a  church  until  1871.  From  there  he  went  to  In- 
dependence, Kan.,  and  in  1875  to  Wyandotte,  where 
he  remained  until  1883,  when  he  was  called  to  the 
pulpit  of  the  Congregational  Church  in  this  city. 
and  has  continued  in  charge  ever  since. 

Mr.  Tunnell  has  been  twice  married.  In  Feb- 
ruary, 1857,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  P. 
A.  Randle,  who  was  born  in  Edwardsville,  Madi- 
son Co.,  111.,  in  1832,  a  daughter  of  Rev.  I.  B.  and 
Mary  (Harrison)  Randle.  In  Jul}',  1862,  while 
yet  in  life's  morning,  their  short  wedded  life  was 
ended  by  death  removing  the  faithful  wife  and  ten- 
der mother  from  the  scenes  which  her  presence  had 
blessed.  There  were  three  children  born  of  that 
marriage,  one  of  whom  is  still  living,  David,  who 
is  in  business  in  St.  Louis.  The  second  marriage  of 
our  subject,  which  occurred  in  September,  1870.  was 
to  Miss  Sophia  Chapin,  a  native  of  Newport,  N.  11. , 
and  a  daughter  of  Moses  and  Lydia  (Hurd)  Chapin, 
and  a  descendant  of  John  Dwight,  of  Dedham, 
Mass.  She  is  possessed  of  ready  tact,  warm  heart, 
and  an  intelligent  mind,  which  admirably  fit  her 
for  her  position  in  society' as  a  pastor's  wife,  and 
she  sympathizes  with  and  strengthens  her  husband 
in  his  work.  Of  the  children  that  have  blessed 
their  union,  two  are  living,  Jennie  C,  and  Bessie  C. 
In  his  ministry  Mr.  Tunnell  has  been  successful 
in  winning  the  confidence  and  love  of  his  people 
and  the  community,  and  it  is  due  to  him  to  say 
that  the  church  under  his  guidance  has  not  only 
sustained  the  character  of  the  past,  but  has  added  to 
its  reputation  and  influence  and  is  prospering  spir- 
itually and  materially.  The  pulpit  is  his  sphere, 
and  his  natural  gifts  have  borne  rich  fruit.  He  is 
a  deep  and  logical  thinker,  and  clothes  in  clear,  in- 
cisive language  the  thoughts  to  which  he  gives  ut- 
terance when  addressing  an  audience.  Although 
he  is  chiefly  absorbed  in  his  profession,  he  has 
]   alwa^'s  been  alive  to   all   public  interests,  and    has 
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been  especially  prominent  in  educational  matters. 
He  was  President  of  the  Board  of  Education  in  In- 
dependence two  terms,  and  was  Superintendent  of 
Schools  while  a  resident  of  Wabaunsee  County,  He 
has  served  six  years  as  a  member  of  the  School 
Board  in  Manhattan,  and  has  been  President  of  the 
Board  four  years.  He  has  been  a  Republican  since 
tlie  formation  of  the  party.  He  cast  his  first  Presi- 
dential vote  for  Fremont,  and  took  an  active  part 
in  the  canvas  in  Morgan  County  in  1856-'58-'60. 

A  lithographic  portrait  of  Rev.  R.  [M.  Tunnell. 
accompanies  this  sketch  and  '  forms  a  fitting  adorn- 
ment to  the  p,ages  of]this  volume. 


-I-+ 


OLE  PETERSON  was  born  near  Chresteand- 
stad,  in  Southern  Sweden,  Skone,  and  there 
reared  and  educated  under  the  compulsory 
educational  laws.  His  father,  Peter  Nelson,  was 
born  in  the  same  countjs  and  there  married  Miss 
Nellie  Olston.  He  there  reared  his  family  of  five 
sons,  of  whom  our  subject  was  the  third.  Mr.  Nel- 
son died  in  February,  1849,  and  his  widow  sur- 
vived him  until  about  the  year  1883.  The  occu- 
pation of  the  father  was  that  of  a  farmer.  Mr.  and 
INIrs.  Nelson  were  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church, 
and  in;that^ faith  reared]  their,, family.  ^The  ances- 
try, so  far  as  known,  were  natives  of  Sweden,  and 
identified  with  the  Lutheran  Church. 

Mr.  Peterson  sailed  from  Malmo,  Sweden,  M.ay 
y,  1865.  to  Hamburg,  Germany.  There  he  took 
passage  on  a  sailing-vessel  for  New  York,  where  ho 
landed  June  27,  after  a  voyage  of  six  weeks  and 
two  days.  After  reaching  the  United  States,  he 
first  located  at  Galesburg,  111.,  where  he  worked  by 
the  day  on  a  railroad.  After  having  followed  this 
employment  for  about  six  months,  he  came  to 
Atchison,  Kan.,  and  worked  there  about  three 
years.  Thence,  in  April,  1869,  he  came  to  Clay 
County,  and  took  up  a  homestead  of  160  acres 
on  section  15,  .Sherman  Townshiji,  where  he  now 
lives. 

When  Mr.  Peterson  arrived  at  (ialesburg,  he  had 
no  money,  but  by  hard  work  and  economy  he 
saved  enough  to  pay  for  his  claim  and  build  a  little 
frame  house,  on  coming    to  this  county.     The  first 


winter  here  he  lived  in  a  dug-out,  building  a  frame 
house,  12x24  feet,  in  the  spring.  He  kept  "bache- 
lor's hall"  in  it  until  March  10,  1871,  when  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  P^lizabeth  Johnson. 
She  is  a  native  of  Sweden,  and  a  daughter  of  John 
and  Anna  Johnson.  The  father  died  in  his  native 
land,  and  the  mother  and  daughter  came  to  the 
United  States  in  1870.  Mrs.  Johnson  belongs  to 
the  Lutheran  Church,  of  which  her  husband  was 
also  a  member. 

Mr.  Peterson  and  his  worthy  wife  lived  in  the 
little  frame  house,  which  he  had  built  upon  his 
claim,  for  several  years.  During  the  time,  he 
erected  a  barn,  planted  a  large  number  of  forest 
and  fruit  trees,  and  put  his  farm  in  a  high  state  of 
cultivation.  He  now  has  the  estate  all  fenced,  and 
a  commodious  and  well-built  frame  house  is  the 
home  of  the  family.  He  has  added  to  his  original 
estate,  his  landed  possessions  now  being  240  acres, 
most  of  which  is  under  cultivation. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peterson  have  been  blessed  by  tlie 
birth  of  seven  bright  children,  who  are  being  care- 
fully reared,  and  receiving  good  educational  ad- 
vantages. They  are  named  respectively:  Nellie, 
John,  Perry,  Anna,  Oscar,  Minnie  and  Matilda. 

Mr.  Peterson  and  his  family  belong  to  the  Lu- 
theran Church,  of  Garfield  Township,  of  which  so- 
ciety he  is  one  of  the  Trustees.  Among  the  citizens 
of  Clay  County  and  vicinity.  Mr.  Peterson  and  his 
wife  are  highly  respected  for  their  many  sterling 
qualities. 


T^El'BEN  B.  BRIGGS.  one  of  the  peaceable 
'm^  and  law-abiding  citizens  of  Little  Blue 
Ji\\\  Township,  W^ashington  County,  pursues 
^^  the  even  tenor  of  his  way  on  a  good  farm 
of  240  acrbs  of  valuable  land,  finely  located  on 
section  31.  He  is  a  man  well  spoken  of  by  his 
neighbors,  possessing  those  estimable  traits  of 
character  which  have  gained  him  the  esteem  and 
confidence  of  all  who  know  him.  He  was  born  in 
Wyoming  County,  N.  Y.,  March  8,  1847.  and  is 
the  son  of  Alfred  Briggs.  a  native  of  Sherburn, 
Conn.,  and  born  in  1813. 

When  Alfred  Briggs  was  a  child  of    four  years, 
his  parents   removed  to  Wyoming  County-,  N.  Y., 
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where  he  was  reared  to  man's  estate,  and  spent  the 
remainder  of  his  life.  He  prosecuted  farming  suc- 
cessfull}',  and  was  at  one  time  the  possessor  of  a 
large  amount  of  propertj-.  He  was  for  many  years 
prior  to  his  death  an  active  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
likewise  Reuben  Briggs,  was  a  native  of  Connecti- 
cut, and  spent  his  last  years  in  New  York  State. 
Alfred  Briggs  in  early  manhood  was  married  to 
j\Iiss  Louisa  Hatfield,  a  native  of  Allegan3'  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  who  is  still  living,  being  now  (1889) 
about  sixty-five  years  old.  The  parental  family 
consisted  of  two  sons  only — Reuben  B.  and  Albert. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  was  reared  on  the  farm 
in  Wyoming  Countj^  N.  Y.,  and  received  an  aca- 
demic education,completing  his  studies  at  Weathers- 
field.  Upon  reaching  his  majority,  he  set  out  for 
the  West,  crossing  the  Father  of  Waters,  and  lo- 
cated in  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  where  he  occupied  him- 
self at  railroading.  He  only  staid  there  until  the 
following  year,  however,  then  coming  to  Kansas, 
iiomesteaded  160  acres  of  his  present  farm.  He  set- 
tled upon  this  in  due  time,  and,  in  addition  to  its 
improvement  and  cultivation,  occupied  himself  as 
a  teacher  of  the  district  schools.  He  had  no  means 
at  the  beginning,  and  his  possessions  are  conse- 
quently the  result  of  his  own  industry  and  econ- 
omy. 

Mr.  Briggs,  in  September,  1868,  returning  to  the 
Empire  State,  was  there  married  to  Miss  Emma  M. 
Doolittle,  of  Wyoming  County.  Mrs.  Briggs  is  a 
native  of  New  York,  and  was  born  in  1848.  Her 
parents  were  Eli  P.  and  Myraette  (Olds)  Doolittle, 
who  were  natives  of  New  York  and  Scotland  re- 
spectively, and  are  now  deceased.  The  newly- 
wedded  pair  commenced  the  journey  of  life  to- 
gether at  the  old  homestead,  which  they  now  oc- 
cupy, and  which  then  bore  little  resemblance  to  its 
present  stale.  They  labored  together  with  a  mu- 
tual purpose  in  view — that  of  securing  a  compe- 
tence, and  have  been  fairly  rewarded  for  their 
efforts.  They  were  not  blest  with  children  of  their 
own,  but  have  an  adopted  son,  Louis,  who  is  now 
(1889)  at  home. 

Politically,  Mr.  Briggs  is  a  sound  Republican. 
He  is  a  member  in  high  standing  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  and  also  of  the  I.  i).  ().  F.   lie  has  served 


as  a  Trustee  of  Little  Blue  Township,  and  held 
other  minor  offices.  An  upright,  honest  man,  prompt 
to  meet  his  obligations,  and  the  encourager  of  all 
things  worthj-  and  good,  he  is  one  of  those  com- 
manding the  respect  of  all  who  know  him. 


^^  OLOMON  SECREST.  The  beautiful  coun- 
^^^^  try  of  Switzerland  has  sent  from  iier  lim- 
(ft^^  ited  territory  to  the  border  lands  of  Amer- 
ica many  honored  citizens.  They  bring 
with  them  tlie  energy  and  rugged  perseverance 
which  win  from  the  soil  of  their  native  land  the 
grains  and  fruits,  and  from  its  rocks  and  mountains 
the  hunter's  and  herdsman's  guerdon,  and  ever 
come  with  a  love  for  the  institutions  of  freedom, 
which  seora  to  be  inhaled  with  the  air  of  their 
native  hills  and  valleys,  and  to  be  as  inseparable 
from  their  hearts  as  their  life  blood  itself.  Their 
love  for  learning,  their  artistic  tastes,  and  keen  ob- 
servation are  also  as  marked  characteristics  as  their 
love  for  freedom,  and  however  young  a  native  of 
that  land  of  beauty  may  be  when  he  leaves  it,  and 
however  devoted  to  the  laws  and  institutions  of 
another  land,  he  is  ever  a  Swiss.  To  this  class  be- 
longs the  gentleman  whose  name  heads  this  bio- 
graphy, and  is  a  pleasure  to  chronicle  the  main 
events  of  his  life. 

Mr.  Secrest  is  the  senior  member  of  the  firm  of 
Secrest  &  Sons,  dealers  in  general  merchandise, 
hardware,  and  agricultural  implements  at  Ran- 
dolph, Riley  County.  The  firm  carries  a  complete 
line  of  goods,  and  is  doing  an  extensive  business, 
nine-tenths  of  the  trade  in  agricultural  implements 
passing  through  their  hands.  Thej'  have  two 
store  buildings,  and  Mr.  Secrest  also  owns  1,200 
acres  of  valuable  land,  for  which  he  has  paid 
sums  varying  from  $1.25  to  $30  per  acre.  He 
carries  on  farming  extensively,  and  likewise  raising 
and  dealing  in  live  stock.  The  home  faiui  on  sec- 
tion 4,  Jackson  Township,  comprises  415  acres, 
and  is  marked  with  fine  improvements,  including  a 
large  stone  residence  and  barn,  with  all  the  modern 
conveniences. 

Mr.  Secrest  was  born  in  Winterlhur,  Switzerland, 
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Dec.  30,  1834,  and  reared  on  his  father's  farm.  He 
was  the  recipient  of  the  advantages  to  be  obtained 
ill  the  excellent  common  schools  of  the  land  of  his 
birth,  and  from  the  training  of  his  father,  wiio  was 
a  man  of  fine  education  and  linguistic  ability. 
\\'lien  about  twelve  3'ears  old  he  came  to  America 
with  his  parents,  sailing  from  Havre,  France,  and 
seven  weeks  later  landed  in  New  Orleans,  La., 
whence  they  came  up  the  Mississippi  and  Ohio 
livers  to  Indiana,  locating  near  Seymour.  Tiiere 
our  subject  worked  upon  his  father's  farm  until 
twenty-two  years  old,  attending  scliool  about  tliree 
months  after  coming  to  America. 

Mr.  Sc'crest  had  reaehed  man's  estate  about  the 
time  of  the  great  excitement  over  the  admission  of 
Kansas  as  a  free  or  a  slave  State,  and  wlien  anti-sla- 
very and  pro-slavery  feelings  were  at  a  high  pitch. 
Tlie  Sunflower  State  of  the  Mississippi  Valley,  witli 
its  wonderful  agricultural  resources  was  a  fruitful 
topic,  even  without  the  addition  of  the  great  issue. 
Mr.  Secrest  determined  to  seek  his  fortune  in  tiie 
West,  and  assisted  in  having  his  State  admitted  to 
tlie  Union  unhampered  l)y  the  curse  of  slaveiy.  In 
September,  1856.  therefore,  he  left  his  former  home 
and  came  by  rail  to  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  thence  up 
the  Missouri  River  to  Wyandotte,  where  he  re- 
mained a  few  weeks.  He  and  his  brother,  Edward, 
then  joined  the  Indians  on  a  bviffalo  hunt  up  the 
Smoky  and  Saline  rivers,  their  object  Ijeing  to  find 
some  suitable  place  for  agricultural  purposes.  Af- 
ter hunting  some  time  they  left  the  Indians  on  the 
Saline  River,  and  having  bought  a  ponj',  on  which 
to  stow  their  camp  equipage,  they  proceeded  on 
foot  to  the  Big  Blue.  They  selected  the  Fancy 
Creek  bottom  as  the  most  fertile  of  the  country 
round  about,  and  soon  after  Mr.  Secrest  pre-empted 
1()0  acres  of  his  present  farm.  He  was  among  the 
first  twelve  settlers  of  Northern  Rile^''  County,  and 
came  here  without  a  dollar. 

With  characteristic  energy  Mr.  Secrest  began  im- 
proving and  cultivating  his  land,  building  a  log 
house  for  his  frontier  home.  His  arduous  labors  liave 
been  crowned  with  success,  and  the  privations  and 
difficulties  of  those  early  years  nobly  overcome. 
The  large  and  valuable  estate  which  lie  now  owns, 
is  mostly  located  on  Fancy  Creek,  and  the  stone 
house  in  which  he  dwells  is  the  first  structure  of  the 


kind  built  on  that  stream.  The  material  to  finish 
it  with,  was  hauled  by  him  from  Leavenworth. 
He  is  the  most  prominent  man  in  Jackson  Town- 
ship, and  one  of  the  most  substantial  citizens  of 
the  county.  He  not  only  raises  livestock,  but  also 
buys  considerable  numbers,  feedirg  and  ship- 
ping them  to  Chicago  and  Kansas  City.  He  now 
has  about  200  head  on  his  farm.  In  1879,  Mr. 
Secrest  opened  a  store  at  Randolph,  which  he  has 
since  enlarged,  taking  taking  two  of  his  sons  into 
partnership. 

In  Blue  Rapids,  M.arshall  County,  in  March.  ISCl. 
the  rites  of  wedlock  were  celebrated  between  our 
subject  and  Miss  Melvina  Dealy.  The  bride  was  a 
lady  of  fine  character  and  possessed  of  many 
womanly  accomplishments.  She  was  born  in  Jack- 
son County,  Mo.,  and  is  a  daughter  of  William 
Deal3',  one  of  the  old  settlers  on  the  Blue.  The 
happy  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Secrest  has  been 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  seven  children,  of  whom  we 
note  the  following:  Caroline  is  married  to  George 
H.  Hungerford ;  John  is  one  of  the  firm  of  Secrest 
<fe  Sous,  and  is  in  the  store;  Edwin  S.  superin- 
tends the  farm,  and  is  in  company  with  his  father 
in  the  business  there;  Birdie  is  attending  the  Agri- 
cultural College  at  Manhattan;  William  has  taken 
the  business  course  at  Bethany  College,  Lindsborg, 
Kan.,  and  is  in  the  store;  Viola  and  Ada  are  at 
home. 

The  grandfather  of  jAIrs.  Secrest  was  David 
Dealy,  who  w.as  born  in  Kentucky  and  went  to 
Missouri  in  1818,  moving  on  a  paclv-pon3-.  He 
was  a  hunter,  and  squatting  on  a  tract  of  land, 
became  a  large  land  owner.  He  carried  on 
a  plantation  of  about  1,000  acres  and  owned 
quite  a  number  of  slaves.  The  late  war  hav- 
ing nearly  ruined  him  financially,  he  came  to 
Marshall  County  and  lived  with  his  son.  William, 
the  father  of  Mrs.  Secrest,  till  the  war  was  over. 
He  then  returned  to  his  home  in  Missouri,  and  re- 
mained till  his  death.  William  Dealy  was  liorii  in 
the  Blue  Grass  State,  and  was  engaged  in  farming 
in  Missouri  till  1859,  when  he  came  1)3'  team  to 
Kansas  and  located  near  the  present  site  of  Blue 
Rapids,  Marshall  County,  where  he  h.ad  a  farm  of 
400  acres.  Subsequently  he  sold  it  and  bought 
where  AVaterville  now  stands,  and  resided  there  till 
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about  the  year  1868,  when  he  sold  out  and  returned 
to  his  old  home  in  Missouri.  He  bought  400  acres 
of  tlie  homestead  near  Lone  Jacic,  and  lived  there 
till  his  death,  March  4,  1885.  In  politics,  he  was 
a  Democrat.  His  wife  was  Frances  Tuclcer,  daugh- 
ter of  Josepli  Tucl?er,  wlio  was  born  in  North  Caro- 
lina, and  took  up  his  abode  in  Missouri  at  an  early 
period  in  the  settlement  of  tliat  State,  and  was 
there  engaged  in  farming.  Mrs.  Frances  Dealy  de- 
parted this  life  in  Missouri,  in  1859.  The  daugh- 
ter who  became  the  wife  of  our  subject,  was  the 
third  in  a  family  of  nine  children,  and  came  to  this 
State  with  her  father  in  1859.  remaining  under  his 
roof  until  her  marriage. 

Mr.  Secrest  belonged  to  the  State  Militia  in 
1864,  and  during  the  Indian  excitement  was  scout- 
ing  for  a  weelf.  He  has  been  Justice  of  the  Peace 
for  four  years.  He  has  been  connected  with  the 
School  Board  and  assisted  in  building  the  first 
school  house  in  Northern  Riley  County.  He  is  an 
active  Republican  and  has  been  Chairman  of  the 
county  convention,  and  twice  served  as  delegate 
to  the  State  convention.  Mrs.  Secrest  belongs 
to  the  Metliodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Secrest 
is  a  liberal-minded  man,  and  gives  generously 
toward  all  public  enterprises  that  promise  to  in- 
crease the  prosperity  of  the  county  or  State.  He  is 
well   and  favorably  known  and  has  many  friends. 

The  father  of  Solomon,  was  John  Secrest,  who 
was  born  in  Winterthur,  Switzerland,  and  was  first 
engaged  as  a  journejnnan  weaver,  travelling 
through  various  countries  in  pursuit  of  his  trade. 
While  a  young  man,  he  travelled  through  France, 
fxermany,  Spain,  Portugal,  England  and  Italy  as 
valet  to  a  nobleman.  Later,  he  took  up  the  occupa- 
tion of  a  farmer,  on  a  small  scale.  In  1846  he  came  to 
America,  and  settling  in  Jackson  County,  Ind., 
there  improved  and  operated  a  farm  of  160  acres. 
In  1860  he  came  to  this  State  and  county,  locating 
in  Jackson  Township,  where  he  purchased  360 
acres  and  resumed  the  pursuits  of  agriculture.  He 
was  very  successful  in  financial  matters.  His  edu- 
cation, as  before  stated,  was  excellent  and  he  could 
speak  seven  languages.  In  religion  he  was  a 
Protestant.  His  death  took  place  in  1866,  he  be- 
ing sixty-five  years  old. 

The  wife  of  John  Secrest  was  Miss  Regula  Fry- 


hofer,  also  a  native  of  Switzerland.  She  is  now 
living  at  the  home  of  our  subject,  at  the  advanced 
age  of  ninety -three  years.  She  bore  her  husband 
four  children:  Edward,  an  agriculturist  in  Jackson 
Township;  Solomon,  our  subject;  Esther,  the  wife 
of  P.  Heller,  a  farmer  of  Jackson  Township;  and 
John  Jacob,  who  died  in  1861,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years. 


1/  OHN  G.  BASTOW   was  .an  early  pioneer  of 
'■    Washington   County,  coming   liere  in    1859 


I 

^.^  jl  and  m.aking  claim  to  a  piece  of  land  joining 
^^/'  the  present  site  of  the  city  of  Washington, 
before  the  organization  of  the  county  and  when 
there  were  but  few  ii  habitants  here  and  scarcely 
an  indication  of  the  present  wealth  and  importance 
of  the  county  as  a  great  agricultural  centre.  He 
subsequently  joined  a  Kansas  regiment  and  won 
an  honorable  record  as  a  brave  and  true  soldier, 
doing  all  that  in  him  lay  to  aid  his  adopted  country 
in  the  darkest  hours  of  her  trouble.  And  when  the 
victory  was  won  that  brought  peace,  after  living 
for  a  while  in  the  Prairie  State,  Mr.  Bastow  again 
sought  Kans.is  to  build  up  a  home  for  wife  and 
weans,  and  since  then  has  been  identified  with  the 
.agricultural  interests  of  Washington  County  as  a 
member  of  the  farming  communitj-  of  Washington 
Township. 

Mr.  Bates  is  of  English  birth  and  breeding,  born 
in  Lincolnshire,  England,  Sept.  7,  1830.  His  father 
and  mother,  Leonard  and  Ann  (Watts) Bastow,  were 
life-long  residents  of  that  shire.  Our  subject  and 
two  of  his  brothers,  William  and  Thomas,  came  to 
America  and  were  all  early  settlers  of  Washington 
County.  William  is  now  a  resident  of  Harvey 
County,  and  Thomas  died  in  California.  John 
Bastow  grew  to  man's  estate  in  his  earl3'  English 
home,  and  as  soon  as  large  enough  commenced  to 
earn  his  own  living,  receiving  when  a  boy  but  $17 
for  his  work  for  a  whole  year,  and  when  he  became 
a  man  he  was  given  150  for  the  same  length  of 
time.  The  sturdy,  self-reliant  young  man  determ- 
ined to  emigrate  to  this  country  where  he  considered 
liis  labor  would  be  more  justly  rewarded,  .and  he 
.accordingly  set  sail  from  Liverpool    April  6,  1852, 
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and  landing  in  t^uebec  one  month  later,  came  di- 
rectly' to  the  States.  He  located  in  Medina  County, 
Oliio,  and  finding  employ ment  there  on  a  farm, 
lived  until  1857,  when  he  made  his  wa}'  westward 
as  far  as  Iowa,  arriving  there  in  January.  He  re- 
sided in  Linn  County  two  years,  and  then  took  up 
his  abode  in  Kans.is,  which  was  then  a  territory. 
His  removal  to  this  county  was  made  with  two  yoke 
of  oxen  and  a  wagon,  and  he  arrived  here  early  in 
June,  making  claim  to  a  tract  of  land  joining  the 
present  site  of  Washington,  the  land  at  that  time 
lieing  in  the  hands  of  the  Government,  with  no 
building  or  improvements.  Deer  and  antelopes 
roamed  at  will  where  costly  business  buildings  and 
pleasant,  cultured  homes  now  stand,  and  a  few 
miles  west,  buffaloes  were  to  be  seen  in  large  num- 
bers. Mr.  Bastow's  first  work  was  to  build  a  log 
cabin  on  his  laud,  which  primitive  habitation  is 
still  standing  and  is  a  pioneer  landmark.  At  that 
time  there  was  no  railway  west  of  the  Missouri 
River,  and  no  stores  or  blacksmith  shops  nearer 
than  Marysville.  In  1861  the  great  Civil  War 
broke  out,  and  as  a  patriotic,  though  not  a  native- 
born  citizen,  he  left  his  work  and  sprang  to  the  de- 
fense of  his  adopted  country,  enlisting  in  Company 
H,  2nd  Kansas  Cavalry.  He  did  active  service 
with  his  regiment,  principally  in  Missouri  and  Ar- 
kansas, proving  to  be  a  faithful  and  brave  soldier, 
ever  ready  to  do  his  duty  at  all  times  and  on  all 
occasions,  whether  in  camp  or  on  the  battlefield 
facing  the  enemy.  He  was  honorably  discharged 
in  April,  1865,  when  hostilities  ceased,  and  when 
he  left  the  army  he  took  up  his  residence  in  Illinois, 
in  Kane  County,  and  engaged  in  farming  there 
until  Januar3%  1868,  when  he  once  again  came  to 
Kansas,  designing  to  make  his  home  here  perma- 
nently this  time.  The  claim  that  he  had  taken  up 
when  he  settled  here  the  first  time  he  found  occu- 
pied by  another  man  who  paid  him  for  his  im- 
provements, and  Mr.  Bastow  then  bought  wild  land 
in  Farmington  Township.  But  after  living  on  it 
two  years  he  bought  his  present  homestead.  He  has 
developed  this  into  a  fine  and  highly  productive 
farm,  one  of  the  most  desirable  in  this  vicinity, 
and  has  supplied  it  with  all  the  necessary  buildings 
and  has  besides  planted  a  great  variet}'  of  sh.ade 
and  fruit  trees,  including  choice  apple,  pear,  peach, 


and  cherry  trees,  which  add  greatly  to  the  attrac- 
tiveness of  his  place,  and  he  has  also  set  out  many 
small  fruits. 

Mr.  Bastow  and  Miss  Elmina  Houghton  united 
their  lives  for  better  or  worse  in  1858,  and  of  their 
happy  union  seven  children  have  lieen  born- 
Frank  E.,  Fannie  E.,  Willard  L.,  Kate  A.,  Ilariy, 
Lucina,  John  M.  Mrs.  Bastow  w.as  born  near  Red- 
wood, Jefferson  Co.,  X.  Y..  a  daughter  of  Nehe- 
miah  Houghton.  He  was  born  of  German  parentage 
in  the  same  State,  and  was  a  farmer  by  occupation. 
In  1852  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Illinois,  and 
settling  in  Kane  County,  resided  there  until  after 
the  war.  He  then  bought  a  farm  in  the  northeast- 
ern part  of  Iowa,  and  in  1  880,  came  from  there  to 
Kansas,  and  located  two  and  one-half  miles  north- 
west of  Washington.  He  subsequently  took  up  his 
abode  in  Pottawatomie  County,  and  made  his  home 
there  until  his  death  in  M.arch,  1886.  The  maiden 
name  of  his  wife  was  Laney  Suits,  and  she  was 
born  in  New  York  State,  near  Johnstown,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Daniel  Suits,  who  was  of  Germany  ancestry. 
Mrs.  Houghton  is  still  living  in  Pottawatomie 
County. 

Mr.  Bastow  has  been  a  stanch,  loyal,  law-abiding 
citizen,  and  has  been  a  credit  to  his  .adopted  coun- 
try ever  since  he  became  a  resident  of  the  United 
States,  and  in  the  many  j-ears  that  he  has  lived  in 
Wfishington  Township  his  conduct  in  all  the  affairs 
of  life  has  always  commended  him  to  his  neighbors 
as  an  honorable,  upright  man,  kindly  and  just  in 
his  dealings  with  others,  and  .all  that  could  be  de- 
sired in  his  family  relations.  He  interests  himself 
in  politics,  and  gives  hearty  support  to  the  Repub- 
lican party. 


•^. 
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^,Tr^jENJAMIN  F.  MARTIN.  Among  the  in- 
Jl^\  telligent  and  progressive-minded  men  of 
iM)j}]  Ogden  Township,  Mr.  Martin  deserves  hon- 
'^^^=^  orable  mention.  A  farmer  by  occupation, 
he  is  one  of  those  who  have  arisen  from  a  modest 
position  in  life  and  has  hy  his  industry  secured  a 
competence,  and  contributed  his  full  quota  to  the 
growth  and  development  of  Riley  Countj'.  An 
Ohio  man  b3'  birth,  he  first  opened  his  ej-es  to  the 
light  in    Pickaway   Countj%  Sept.   25,   1840,  and 
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tliough  he  has  had  a  wide  experience   in   life  he   is 
still  in  his  prime. 

Mr.  Martin  was  the  fourth  child  in  a  family  of 
three  sons  and  two  daughters  born  to  his  parents, 
four  of  wliom  are  living.  His  father,  John  Martin, 
was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  a  substantial  farmer, 
an  honest  man  and  a  good  citizen.  His  mother, 
Mrs.  Lucinda  (Beaver)  Martin,  was  a  native  of 
Rockingham  County,  Va.  Each  moved  to  Ohio  in 
their  youtli ;  they  were  married  in  Pickaway  County. 
John  Martin  departed  this  life  in  1842,  when  his 
son,  Benjamin  F.,  was  only  two  3'ears  old.  The 
mother  was  subsequently  married  to  John  Gray, 
who  died  in  Ohio  in  August,  1888;  she  is  still  liv- 
ing with  her  daughter  in  Ohio.  Of  the  second 
marriage  there  was  one  child. 

John  Martin  became  a  resident  of  the  Bucke\-e 
State  early  in  the  '20 's.  Benjamin,  with  his  bro- 
thers and  sisters,  received  a  common  school  educa- 
cation,  and  learning  the  trade  of  a  carpenter  has 
followed  this  more  or  less,  all  his  life.  He  re- 
mained a  resident  of  his  native  State  until  reach- 
ing manhood,  and  then  in  18.59  came  to  Kansas 
Territory,  settling  in  Riley  County,  where  he  re- 
mained until  after  the  outbreak  of  the  civil  war. 
He  then  decided  to  have  a  hand  in  the  preservation 
of  the  Union  and  returning  home  to  Ohio  enlisted 
in  Company  F,  90th  Ohio  Infantry,  which  tliree 
months  later  was  transferred,  first  to  the  Pioneer 
Brigade  and  then  to  the  1st  U.  N.  V.  \.  Engineers. 
In  this  young  Martin  served  until  the  close  of  the 
war,  operating  in  Tennessee,  Georgia,  Alabama  and 
Kentucky',  and  employed  generally  in  building 
bridges^  roads  and  block  houses.  Thus  while  not 
engaging  in  open  conflict  with  the  enemy  he  per- 
formed duties  fully  as  necessary  and  effective. 

Mr.  Martin  received  an  honorable  discharge 
from  the  army  June  30,  I860,  after  which  he  re- 
turned home  and  in  two  weeks  again  sought  the 
new  State  of  Kansas.  Since  that  time  he  has  been 
occupied  almost  wholly  at  his  trade,  especially 
since  his  sons  have  been  able  to  carry  on  the  farm. 
This  latter  embraces  152  acres  of  choice  land  on 
sections  18  and  23.  Mr.  Martin  is  a  man  not  given 
to  show  or  ostentation  and  lives  in  a  modest  man- 
ner, surrounded  by  all  the  comforts  of  life.  He 
takes  an  active  part  in  politics  and  uniformly  votes 


the  straight  Republican  ticket.  He  wields  a  marked 
influence  in  his  part3'  in  this  section  and  is  fre- 
quently sent  as  delegate  to  the  county  conventions. 
He  is  the  friend  of  education  as  evinced  in  the 
training  and  schooling  of  his  own  children. 

In  Kansas  on  the  19t!i  of  June,  1867,  occurred 
the  marriage  of  Benjamin  F.  Martin  with  Miss 
Lavina  J.,  daughter  of  William  and  Lydia 
(Hoopes)  Whitacre,  of  Columbiana  County,  Ohio. 
The  Whitacre  family  came  to  Kansas  in  1858,  set- 
tling in  Ogden  Township,  Riley  County,  where  the 
mother  died  June  23,  1867.  Mr.  Whitacre  was 
subsequently  married  to  Mrs.  Eubanks,  a  widow-. 
To  him  and  his  first  wife  there  were  born  eight 
children,  of  whom  Mrs.  Martin  was  the  fourth. 
Her  birth  occurred  in  Columbiana  Countj',  Ohio, 
Sept.  26,  1843.  To  our  subject  and  his  estimable 
wife  there  have  been  born  seven  children,  viz: 
Edward  W.,  John  U.,  Charles  E.,  Clarence  G., 
George  P.,  Lillian  J.  and  Bertha  M.  Mr.  Martin 
is  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 
Lodge  at  Milford  in  which  he  has  filled  the  offices 
of  Warden  and  Vice  Grand.  He  also  belongs  to 
J.  U.  Parsons  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Ogden. 


<*  IV.ILLIAM  C.  HARTMANN,  proprietor  of 
WjJi  ^''^  Evergreen  Park  Nurseries,  is  a  gentle- 
's^ man  widely  and  favorably  known  through- 
out Washington  County  as  one  of  its  most  enter- 
prising and  energetic  men.  In  addition  to  his  trans- 
actions as  a  nurser3'man,  he  is  quite  extensively  en- 
ga'ged  in  the  cultivation  of  sorghum  and  broom 
corn.  His  residence  is  the  finest  dwelling  in  Straw- 
berry Township,  and  the  most  elegant  farm  house 
in  Washington  County.  It  was  erected  in  1885  at 
a  cost  of  $3,100  besides  the  labor  of  the  proprietor 
in  hauling  material  and  putting  in  much  time  in 
superintending  the  work.  Tlie  main  building  oc- 
cupies an  area  of  28x36  feet  and  there  is  an  "  L  " 
16x20  feet  in  dimensions.  The  whole  structure  is 
two  stories  in  height,  flnel_v  finished  and  tastefully 
furnished. 

The  Harlm.'uin  farm  is  supplied  witli  ex(;ellent 
out  buildings,  including  a  broom-corn  barn,  siables, 
sheds,  wind  and  feed  mills  and  all  the  other  appur- 
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Evergreen  Park  and  Nurseries. Property  of  Hartmann 
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Lewis  H  artmann  ,  also  Agent  roR"BELLEviLLETHRtsHERS." 
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tenaiices  which  go  to  make  up  the  ideal  country 
estate.  A  fine  park  of  ten  acres  adds  greatly  to 
the  value  and  beauty  of  the  propert3'.  Mr.  Hart- 
niann  has  thirty -five  acres  devoted  to  orchards  and 
thirty  acres  to  a  nursery  where  he  raises  a  full  line 
of  nursery  stock.  He  keeps  himself  thoroughly 
posted  in  this  branch  of  business  and  has  been  rc- 
iiiarkablj-  successful,  receiving  orders  annually 
from  a  large  extent  of  territory  adjacent.  He  also 
has  a  broom  factory  which  is  operated  during  the 
winter  season.  The  estate  is  finely  located  on  sec- 
ti(_ins  23,  "24  and  25. 

Mr.  Hartmann  first  saw  the  light  of  day  on  .  the 
other  side  of  the  Atlantic  in  the  Kingdom  of  Han- 
over, Germanjs  April  3.  1839,  and  is  the  son  of 
Ludwig  and  Louisa  (Rcinhart)  Hartmann,  who 
were  likewise  of  German  birth  and  parentage.  He 
spent  the  first  thirteen  years  of  his  life  in  his  na- 
tive Province  and  then  in  1852  came  with  the  fam- 
ily to  America,  they  settling  in  St.  Clair  County, 
111.  The  father  died  there  two  years  later.  The 
parental  household  consisted  of  six  children,  three 
of  whom  besides  AVilliam  C.  ai'e  living,  Christian, 
Carolina  and  Christina,  all  residing  near  Waterloo, 
111.  William  C.  upon  reaching  man's  estate  and 
when  ready  to  establish  a  fireside  of  his  own,  re- 
turned to  his  native  land  and  was  there  united  in 
marriage  with  a  maiden  of  his  own  countr\-,  Miss 
Louisa  Ilillebrecht.  who  like  himself  was  born  in 
Hanover.  Then  coming  back  to  America  he  so- 
journed here  a  period  of  ten  years,  then  again  re- 
visited his  native  land  accompanied  by  his  family. 
Upon  his  return  to  the  United  States  he  proceeded 
to  St.  Louis  where  he  opened  a  boarding  house. 
Among  his  boarders  were  a  large  number  of  men, 
who  were  employed  on  the  Red  River  and  Missis- 
sippi Railroad  construction.  These  being  dis- 
charged witliout  receiving  pay  for  their  labor,  Mr. 
Hartmann  had  claims  against  them  to  the  extent  of 
$2,100,  which  they  could  not  meet.  Being  thus 
financially  ruined,  he  selected  Chicago  as  his  future 
home.  Arriving  there  three  days  before  the  great 
fire,  he  immediately  bought  goods,  and  spent  his 
last  dollar  in  setting  himself  up  in  business,  though 
he  had  not  started  nor  had  any  insurance,  when 
ihe  fire  swept  away  his  all  and  he  was  left  penni- 
less.    The  hardships  and  misfortunes  of   those  few 


days,  if  written  down  letter  by  letter,  would  be  a 
living  history  of  that  awful  catastrophe.  After 
his  little  property  wjts  in  ashes,  he  returned  to  St. 
Louis  and  sold  his  claims  of  82,100  for  ten  cents  on 
the  dollar. 

The  first  business  after  this  disaster  was  to  seek 
employment  and  Mr.  Hartmann,  repairing  to  Evan- 
ston,  III.,  worked  in  a  brickyard  at  that  place  one 
year.  Subsequentlj-  he  was  employed  on  the  Wis- 
consin Central  Railroad,  then  in  process  of  construc- 
tion. F'or  some  time  he  carried  on  a  boarding 
tent  in  Iowa  on  the  Chicago  &  Rock  Island  Branch. 
He  followed  railroading  until  1877.  and  at  that 
date  was  the  possessor  of  two  teams  and  §200  in 
money  as  the  result  of  his  hard  labor  and  prudent 
living.  With  this  capital  he  came  to  Washington 
County,  Kan.,  having  done  his  last  railroading  on 
the  Missouri  Pacific  Railroad,  and  purchasing  160 
acres  of  land  began  to  build  up  his  fortunes.  He 
has  had  many  hard  experiences  in  life,  but  has  over- 
come the  difficulties  which  beset  his  way  to  financial 
success  and  presents  a  flue  illustration  of  the  results 
of  perseverance  under  discouragement  and  the 
resolution  which  admits  of  no  such  word  as  "fail." 
Mrs.  Hartmann  has  proved  in  all  respects  an 
efficient  helpmate  to  her  husband,  aiding  him  by 
every  means  in  her  power  in  his  struggle  to  obtain 
a  competence.  She  i)ossesses  all  the  thrift  and 
industry  of  her  German  ancestors  and  has  managed 
her  household  affairs  with  that  economy  and  pru- 
dence vphich  seldom  fail  of  happy  results.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hartmann  have  been  born  eight  chil- 
dren, but  they  have  been  called  upon  to  part  with 
five  of  these,  there  being  now  only  three  sons  liv- 
ing, Louis,  Emil  and  William,  all  of  whom  are  at 
home. 

Having  been  fully  occupied  with  his  own  private 
affairs,  Mr.  Hartmann  has  never  had  time  to  seek 
office,  although  he  keeps  himself  informed  upon 
matters  of  interest  to  the  intelligent  citizen  and 
has  his  own  decided  views  upon  all  questions.  He 
is  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the  Lutheran 
Church  and  is  everywhere  recognized  as  one  of  the 
most  valued  citizens  of  Washington  County  and 
familiarly  known  as  what  in  western  parlance 
would  be  termed  a '-rustler."  In  building  up  one 
of   the  finest  estates   of   Washington    County,    he 
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has  thus  contributed  his  full    quota  to    her  growth 
and  prosperity. 

A  view  of  Evergreen  Park  Nurseries  and  the 
elegant  home  of  Mr.  Hartmann  accompanies  this 
sketch.  The  homestead  is  an  ornament  not  only  to 
the  county,  but  also  to  the  State,  and  has  been  con- 
verted in  a  few  years  from  raw  prairie  lai^d  to  a 
finely  improved  estate. 


■■(^<^-' 


fICTOR  E.  JOHNSON,  Cashier  of  the  Bank 
of  Randolph,  Riley  county,  and  junior 
partner  in  the[^banking  firm  of  J.  A.  John- 
son i^'  Co.,  has  undoubtedly  more  influence  than 
any  other  citizen  of  his  age  in  the  town  of  Rand- 
dolph.  Possessed  of  an  abundance  of  energy  and 
business  tact,  combined  with  excellent  judgment, 
a  thorough  education,  and  affable  manners,  he  is 
very  popular  in  the  communitj^  and  is  frequently 
looked  to  for  advice  in  business  matters.  He  is  an 
active  politician  in  county  affairs,  and  it  is  con- 
fidently expected  that  ere  many  years  he  will  be 
representing  liis  district  in  the  council  lialls  of  his 
State. 

The  ]iarentage  and  training,  together  with  the 
surroundings  of  early  life,  have  much  to  do  with 
the  afterlife  of  any  youth,  and  before  outlining 
tiie  history  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  it  may  be 
well  to  devote  a  few  words  to  his  family.  His 
father,  N.  P.  Johnson,  was  born  in  Ostergotland, 
Sweden,  in  1828.  and  followed  agricultural  pursuits 
there  till  1854,  when  lie  became  a  resident  of  the 
United  States.  He  located  near  Galesburg,  111., 
and  worked  on  a  farm  until  the  spring  of  1856, 
when  he  came  to  Kansas,  driving  an  ox-team  over- 
land. He  located  in  Pottawatomie  county,  on  the 
Big  Blue  River,  being  one  of  the  first  settlers  in 
the  county  and  the  second  settler  in  the  western 
part  of  it  ;  his  wife  was  the  first  lady  on  the  Big 
Blue  in  that  county. 

X.  P.  Jolinson  entered  land  and  began  farming, 
commencing  work  at  the  bottom  of  the  agricultural 
ladder,  and  engaging  also  in  stock-raising.  He  lias 
worked  his  way  onward  and  upward  until  he  now 
owns  1,700  acres  of  land  in  western  Pottawatomie 
county,  the  same  being  well  improved  and  supplied 


with  excellent  buildings.  He  also  has  an  interest 
in  the  bank  above  named.  He  is  one  of  the  wealth- 
iest farmers  of  the  county  in  which  he  lives,  and  a 
prominent  and  leading  citizen  therein.  His  life 
affords  a  striking  example  of  what  may  be  accom- 
plished by  energy  and  hard  work,  as  he  came  to 
America  poor  and  to  Kansas  without  capital.  Mr. 
Johnson  participated  in  defense  of  American  unity 
during  the  late  Civil  War,  at  the  time  of  Quan  • 
trell's  raid,  going  almost  to  Kansas  City,  when  the 
command  was  discharged.  He  belonged  to  the 
State  Militia,  and  was  engaged  in  scouting  during 
tlie  Indian  scare.  He  is  an  active  member  of  the 
Lutheran  Church,  serving  as  a  Deacon  in  the 
society. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  Mary  Johnson,  was 
born  in  Ostergotland,  Sweden,  and  is  now  the  old- 
est matron  in  western  Pottawatomie  County.  She 
has  borne  her  husband"  seven  children,  as  follows  : 
Emma,  now  ftlrs.  Maxwell,  living  in  Pottawatomie 
County  ;  J.  W.,  farming  in  the  same  county  ; 
August,  still  at  home  ;  Alma,  now  Mrs.  Living, 
living  in  Omaha,  Neb. ;  Victor  E.,  our  subject;  and 
Matilda  and  Otto,  still  at  home. 

Victor  E.  Johnson,  the  subject  of  [this  sketch, 
was  reared  on  the  frontier  and  well  remembers 
seeing  the  Indians  around  them,  his  birtli  having 
taking  place  on  the  homestead  in  Pottawatomie 
Count}',  May  2,  1866.  He  had  the  advantages  of 
the  common  schools  until  the  fall  of  1882,  when  he 
entered  the  Commercial  College  at  Topeka,  gradua- 
ting in  the  spring  of  1883.  At  the  age  of  fifteen 
years  he  began  clerking  in  a  general  store  at  Maria- 
dahl,  and  continued  there  until  he  started  to  college. 
(Tlie  town  of  Mariadabl  was  named  after  his 
grandmother,  who  was  the  first  Swedish  lady  that 
died  in  that  county.)  On  his  return  from  college 
Mr.  Johnson  worked  on  his  father's  farm  till  the 
spring  of  1884,  when  he  returned  to  the  store  at 
Mariadahl  as  clerk  and  book-keeper,  which  position 
he  held  for  a  year,  and  then  returned  to  the  home- 
stead. He  remained  under  tlie  parental  roof-tree 
until  the  fall  of  1886,  when  he  engaged  as  clerk  in 
a  store  at  Randolph,  Riley  Count}'.  The  following 
spring  he  became  cashier  of  the  bank  and  a  stock- 
holder therein,  and  lias  since  conducted'the  busi- 
ness.    Tlie  bank  is  now  on  a  solid  substantial  basis 
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and  doing  as  large  business  as  any  institution  of  the 
iiind  in  tliis  county.  In  1888  the  firm, 'of  which 
our  subject  is  one  of  the  main  stockholders,  erected 
a  large  stone  building,  in  which  they  are  now  con- 
ducting their  banking  and  insurance  business. 

At  the  honoe  of  the  bride's  parents,  William  and 
Kmma  Peterson,  in  Pottawatomie  County,  Mr. 
Johnson  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Alice 
Peterson,  the  ceremony  taking  place  June  28, 1888, 
The  parents  of  the  bride  are  well-to-do  farmers, 
and  she  has  been  the  recipient  of  excellent  educa- 
tional advantages.  Prior  to  her  marriage  she  had 
been  engaged  in  teaching,  for  which  her  mental 
culture  and  fine  character  well  fitted  her.  Her 
union  with  IMr.  Juhnson  has  been  blessed  by  the 
birth  of  an  infant,  who  is  yet  unnamed. 

;Mr.  Johnson  held  the  position  of  Township 
Clerk  in  Blue  Valley  Township,  Pottawatomie 
County,  for  a  year;  was  City  Clerk  of  Randolph 
for  the  same  period  of  time,  and  is  now  Township 
Treasurer  of  Jackson  Township.  On  March  16, 
1888,  he  was  appointed  Notary  Public  b}-  Gov. 
Martin  (now  ex-Governor),  which  office  he  h(jlds 
at  [nesent.  In  politics  he  is  a  true  Republican  and 
has  been  a  delegate  to  county  conventions.  He  is  an 
active  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church  at  Maria- 
dahl,  while  his  wife  belongs  to  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church.  Mr.  Johnson  is  not  onlj'  frequently 
ai)[)lied  to  for  advice  and  counsel,  which  he  cheer- 
fully gives,  but  is  generous  in  support  of  all  public 
enterprises  which  will  tend  to  promote  the  welfare 
(jf  the  citizens  of  the  county  and  State. 


Jll  OSEPH  F.  SMITH,  living  in  the  southwestern 
part  of  Washington  County,  is  pursuing  the 
even  tenor  of  his  way  in  the  cultivation  of 
/  IGU  acres  of  good  land  on  section  2,  Bai'nes 
Township.  He  is  a  gentleman  very  quiet  and  unob- 
trusive in  his  manner  of  living,  an  honest-  man 
and  a  good  citizen,  and  highly  esteemed  by  those 
who  know  him.  He  came  to  Kansas  in  1883,  set- 
tling upon  his  present  place,  where  he  has  effected 
fair  improvements,  and  brought  the  land  to  a  high 
state  of  cultivation.  His  possessions  are  the  result 
of  his  o'.vn  industrv,  as  he  started   in    life  without 


means  and  has  worked  his  way  gradually  upward, 
and  has  surrounded  himself  and  family  with  all  the 
comforts  of  life.  He  is  a  member  in  good  standing 
of  the  Church  of  God,  with  which  he  united  sev- 
eral years  ago,  and  in  politics  he  is  independent, 
supporting  principles  rather  than  men. 

Morrow  County,  Ohio,  was  the  early  traminng 
ground  of  our  subject,  and  where  his  Ijirth  took 
place  Oct.  20,  1847.  He  was  the  eldest  of  four 
children  born  to  Adam  H.  and  Susan  (Feighner) 
Smith,  the  former  a  native  of  Pennsylvania 
and  born  March  2,  1823.  When  but  a  child  the 
father  of  our  subject  removed  with  his  parents  to 
Morrow  County,  Ohio,  where  he  was  reared  and 
and  lived  until  1851.  He  then  emigrated  to  Hunt- 
ington County,  Ind..  where  he  sojourned  a  period 
of  thirty  years.  In  1881,  crossing  the  Mississippi 
he  took  up  his  abode  in  Richardson  County,  Neb., 
where  he  lived  two  years,  then  returned  to  Hunt- 
ington County,  Ind.,  of  which  he  is  now  a  resident. 
He  has  followed  farming  all  his  life  and  is  in  good 
circumstances,  financially.  For  many  3-ears  he  has 
been  an  active  member  of  the  Church  of  God.  The 
paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  Jacob 
Smith,  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  the  Key-stone 
State. 

Mrs.  Susan  (Feighner)  Smith,  was  born  in  Penn- 
sylvania, July  30,  1826,  and  departed  this  life  in 
Huntington  County,  Ind.,  March  15,  1885,  when  ap- 
proaching the  sixtieth  year  of  her  age.  Her  father 
was  Daniel  Feighner,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  who 
spent  his  last  years  in  Indiana.  To  the  parents  of 
our  subject  there  were  born  four  children,  viz: 
Catherine,    Joseph    F.,    Alexander    and    William. 

j  Joseph  was  reared  in  Huntington  Countj-,  Ind., 
and  at  early  age  became  familiar  with  farming  pur- 

i  suits.  He  received  a  limited  education  under  the 
imperfect  school  system  of  that  time,  and  remained 

I   a  resident  of  Huntington  County,  until  the  removal 

t  of  his  father  to  Nebraska,  and  he  was  there  a  resi- 
dent of  Falls  City  Precinct,  until  1883.  That 
year  he  came  to  Kansas,  and  settled  where  he  now 
resides. 

Mr.  Smith  was  first  married  in  Huntington 
County,  Ind.,  Sept.  28,  1868,  to  Miss  Sarah  De- 
Witt  of  that  county.   Mrs.  Smith  was  born  in  Wells 

[    County.  Ind.,  Feb.  8,  1846,  and  was  the  daguhter  of 
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Clark  and  Maiy  (Ogle)  DeWitt,  who  spent  their 
last  years  in  IniUana.  Of  this  union  there  were 
born  three  children— William  A.,  June  20,  18G9; 
Albert  S.,  Dec.  9,  1870  ;  and  Susan  E.,  March  18, 
1879.  Tlie  eldest  born  onlj-  lived  a  few  months, 
being  taken  awaj' Oct.  9,  1869.  Mrs.  Sarah  (De- 
Witt)  Smith  died  at  the. homestead  in  Barnes  Town- 
ship, Kan.,  Jan.  28,  1887.  Mr.  Smitli  was  married 
March  1,  1888,  to  Miss  Amanda  Brandt.  This 
lad}'  is  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  was  born  July  28, 
1848,  being  the  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  Brandt, 
who  are  now  living  in  Ohio. 

^?Sf  LIVER  P.  HARBAUGII.  The  homestead 
(l  |l  which  was  build  up  l)y  the  subject  of  this 
%i/  notice  stands  as  an  enduring  monument  to 
his  patience  and  industry.  Mr.  Harbaugh  came  to 
Clay  County,  Kan.,  at  a  time  when  wild  animals 
were  plentiful  and  when  Indians  were  often  seen 
running  over  the  country.  He  was  a  man  of  vig- 
orous constitution  and  great  perseverance,  and 
after  reaching  the  wild  frontier  made  up  his  mind 
to  stay,  and  prepared  himself  for  every  emergency. 
With  his  hardihood  and  courage  there  was  blended 
that  kind  and  benevolent  spirit  which  endeared 
him  to  all  who  knew  him.  The  homestead  which 
he  built  up  will  stand  as  an  enduring  monument  to 
his  tinift  and  industry,  while  his  name  is  held  in 
kindly  remembrance  b}'  all  who  knew  him. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  was  born  in  Allegheny 
County,  Pa.,  and  departed  this  life  at  his  home- 
stead in  Sherman  Township,  Clay  County,  Kan., 
June  5,  1889.  He  spent  his  early  years  in  his  na- 
tive county  and  learned  the  trade  of  a  carpenter,  at 
which  he  worked  for  a  short  time  prior  to  his  mar- 
riage. This  important  and  interesting  event  of 
his  life  occurred  at  the  bride's  home,  the  maiden 
of  his  choice  being  Miss  Narcissus  W'ilson.  They 
removed  to  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  in  1844,  where  Mr. 
Harbaugh  followed  his  traile  a  number  of  ^-oars. 
and  where  his  wife  died  leaving  one  daughter. 
This  daughter,  Hannah,  is  now  the  wife  of  Thomas 
Toffley,  and  they  reside  in  Clifton,  this  county. 
Afterward,  in  1848.  Mr.  Harbaugh  was  married  to 
Mrs.    Olive    (Wood)    Tottley,    widow  of   Thomas 


Toffley,  Sr.,  and  the  mother  of  two  children — Olive, 
who  married  Charles  Fairchild  of  Sherman  Town- 
ship, and  Thomas  J.  already  spoken  of. 

Mr.  Harbaugh.  in  1870  came  to  Cla}'  County, 
and  homesteaded  eighty  acres  of  land,  upon  which 
he  labored  until  his  decease.  Of  his  second  mar- 
riage there  were  born  eight  children,  viz:  Mary, 
the  wife  of  F.  (J.  Andrews,  who  is  represented  else- 
where in  this  Album;  Leonard,  Charles,  Joseph; 
Alice,  the  wife  of  N.  M.  Graves  ;  John  who  op- 
erated the  liDiue  farm  ;  Edward  and  Ida,  deceased; 
John  married  Miss  Luella,  daughter  of  Asbery  and 
Clarinda  Cook,  a  native  of  Indiana. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harbaugh  several  years  ago  united 
with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  the 
latter  is  still  an  active  menjber.  Mr.  Harbaugh  died 
firm  in  the  faith.  He  had  been  i)rominent  in  church 
affairs,  officiating  as  Steward,  and  doing  whatever 
lay  in  his  power  to  promote  the  cause  of  religion. 
To  what  good  purpose  he  labored  iu  behalf  of  his 
famil}',  is  noted  in  the  comforts  by  which  they  are 
surrounded.  The  dwelling  is  a  tasteful,  frame 
structure,  around  which  have  been  planted  fruit 
and  forest  trees,  while  the  barn  and  other  outbuild- 
ings are  all  that  is  necessary  for  the  shelter  of 
stock  and  storage  of  grain.  Mrs.  Harbaugh, 
with  the  assistance  of  her  son,  is  managing  the 
estate  in  an  admirable  manner,  keeping  up  its  old- 
time  reputation. 


(^5^  AMUEL  E.  RICHARDS.  The  business 
^^^  ability  of  the  dealers  in  any  town  can  read- 
Ill/^)  ily  be  determined  by  a  glance  through  the 
establishment  which  they  control.  Even  a 
cursory  view  through  the  business  streets  of  Wake- 
fied,  Clay  County,  would  indicate  the  position  held 
by  the  gentleman  whose  name  initiates  this  bio- 
graphy, as  a  man  possessed  of  good  judgment,  tact, 
prudence  and  "  push."  He  has  been  a  resident  here 
for  almost  a  score  of  years,  and,  starting  in  business 
with  a  limited  capital  he  has  steadily  increased 
until  he  now  ranks  as  the  leading  mereliant  of  the 
place. 

Mr.  Richards  is  a  native  of  England,  having  first 
seen  the  light  in  Shropshire,   April    14,   1851.     He 
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is  a  son  of  John  and  Catherine  Richards,  his  father 
having  been  a  shoe-malver.  The  father  died  at  tiie 
age  of  eighty-two  years,  and  the  motiier  is  still  liv- 
ing in  England,  being  now  seventy-seven  years  old. 
The  parental  family  consisted  of  six  children, 
two  of  whom  came  to  the  United  States.  They  are, 
our  subject,  and  a  brother  William,  now  engaged 
in  business  in  Denver,  Col.  Tlie  other  members  of 
the  family,  are:  Thomas  P.,  manufacturer  of 
stationary  and  portable  engines  in  Liverpool  ; 
Joseph  B.,  a  carpenter  in  North  Wales  ;  Arthur  A., 
a  machinist  in  Australia  ;  and  Sarah  P.,  widow  of 
'P.  Smith,  who  is  living  with  her  mother. 

Our  subject  acquired  a  reasonably  good  educa- 
tion in  the  schools  of  his  native  land,  and  in  early 
life  engaged  as  a  clerk  in  the  grocerj'  business.  In 
1870,  he  and  his  brother  William  joined  a  colony 
of  Englishmen,  which  was  coming  to  the  United 
States.  They  located  at  Wakefield,  but  after  a 
short  time  Mr.  Richards  went  to  Junction  City  and 
worked  on  the  railroad  there.  Subsequentlj'  he 
assisted  in  the  construction  of  the  railroad  which 
passes  through  this  place.  About  the  year  1874, 
he  engaged  as  clerk  for  Mrs.  J.  K.  Russell,  and 
serv'ed  the  firm  until  1879. 

He  then  established  himself  in  business,  begin- 
ing  in  a  small  way,  and  steadily  increasing  until  the 
spring  of  1884,  when  he  carried  a  stock  of  over 
112,000.  In  April  of  that  year  the  entire  stock 
was  destroyed  by  fire,  and  he  lost  all  but  $5,000 
whicii  was  covered  by  insurance.  He  soon  had  a 
new  stock  and  was  again  doing  a  lucrative  busi- 
ness, and  in  1888  was  able  to  build  tlie  edifice 
3G  X  74  feet,  which  is  now  his  place  of  business, 
and  filled  with  well  assorted  goods.  In  addition 
to  his  property  in  Wakefield,  Mr.  Richards  owns 
320  acres  of  land  in  Graham  (Z'ounty,  and  his  en- 
tire possessions  have  been  acumulated  without 
assistance. 

Mr.  Richards  is  a  Democrat  in  his  political  be- 
lief.though  he  does  not  adhere  strictly  to  party  lines, 
l)ut  rather  votes  for  the  men.  His  religious  views 
coincide  with  the  doctrines  of  the  Episcopal  Church, 
of  which  he  is  a  member.  He  has  been  a  member  of 
the  City  Council,  and  now  fills  the  office  of  Mayor. 
He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Wakefield  Creamery, 
an<l  a  Director   of   the  association.       He  is  one   of 


the  original  stockholders  of  the  Bank  of  Wake- 
field, and  is  its  Vice-President.  His  business  ability 
and  his  manl}',  upright  character  win  him  many 
friends,  and  he  is  looked  ui)on  as  one  of  the  rising 
men  of  the  county. 


J  JOSEPH  BALDERSTON  is  the  owner  and 
I  occupant  of  a  valuable  farm  on  section  o2i 
I  Sheridan  Townsliip,  Washington  County. 
'  It  is  all  in  use  as  pasture,  meadow,  or  plowed 
fields,  and  is  all  well  fenced.  Four  acres  are  devoted 
to  choice  fruit  trees.  .  Substantial  and  adequate 
stables,  corn-cribs  and  otlier  farm  buildings  liave 
been  erected  upon  tlie  estate,  and  a  frame  house 
is  the  familj-  dwelling.  All  the  improvements  ex- 
cept the  residence,  have  l)een  made  liy  our  subject 
since  his  location  here  m  1883. 

Going  back  four  generations  in  the  ,ancestr3'  of 
our  subject,  we  find  John  Balderston.  He  was  born 
in  England  in  1702,  and  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  with  a  Quaker  Colony  in  1727.  He  located 
in  Burks  County,  Pa.  His  wife  was  Hannah 
Cooper,  and  from  their  union  all  in  the  Unitcrl 
States  who  bear  their  name,  are  supposed  to  liave 
decended.  Next  to  John,  in  the  direct  line,  came 
Mordecai  and  following  him  a  second  Mordecai. 
The  next  in  the  direct  line  was  Jonatlian,  a  native 
of  Chester  County,  Pa.,  and  tlie  father  of  our  sub- 
ject. He  married  Elizabetli  Babb,  who  was  born 
near  Winchester,  Va.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jonathan 
Balderston  went  to  Ohio,  about  1808,  and  there 
reared  their  family  and  died.  Their  family  con- 
sisted of  ten  children — Stephen,  Peter,  Mordecai, 
Isaiah,  Mary  J.,  Jonathan,  Joseph,  William,  Eliza- 
beth and  Eli.  Mordecai,  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  are 
all  that  are  now  living. 

Joseph  Balderston.  was  born  in  Belmont  County. 
Ohio,  and  reared  to  farm  pursuits.  His  education 
was  obtained  principall3'  in  the  district  schools,  af- 
ter whicli  he  spent  one  term  in  a  select  school  in 
Mt.  Pleasant,  and  in  1856  removed  to  Putnam 
County,  111.  Subsequently,  he  spent  a  year  in 
Marshall  County,  111.,  and  then  in  LaSalle  County 
of  that  State,  he  sojourned  until  1883.  He  then 
came  to  Kansas,  and  located  in  tiiis  county,  on   the 
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farm  where  he  now  lives,  and  where  he  has  since 
been  successfully  engaged  in  the  pursuit  of  agrcul- 
ture. 

In  Jefferson  Countj',  Ohio,  the  rites  of  wedlock 
were  celebrated  between  our  subject  and  Miss 
Hannah  M.  P'isher.  Her  parents,  John  and  Hannah 
(^  Thompson  )  Fisher,  were  natives  'of  Virginia. 
Early  in  their  married  life  they  moved  to  Ohio, 
and  there  spent  their  last  days.  The  union  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Balderston  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of 
one  daughter  and  nine  sons.  The  daughter,Laura  A., 
is  now  the  wife  of  John  Graves,  (see  sketch.)  The 
first  born  of  our  subject — Frank,  died  while  yet  a 
babe.  The  eight  sons  living,  are:  John  F.,  Els- 
worth,  Eli,  Ulysses  Grant.  James  H.,  William  J., 
Charles  and  Clarence. 

While  in  La.Salle  County,  111..  Mr.  Balderston 
served  as  Tax  Collector  for  four  years  and  Assessor 
two  years.  He  is  an  intelligent,  honorable  man,  and 
a  citizen  of  good  repute. 


I  OSEPH  HAYS.  Among  the  citizens  of  Riley 
Jounty,  none  better  deserve  mention  than 
le  gentleman  above-named,  whose  personal 
qualities  of  mind  and  character,  whose  use- 
ful life,  and  whose  long  residence  in  Kansas,  alike 
entitle  him  to  respect  and  admiration.  He  is  justly 
regarded  as  one  of  the  most  intelligent  residents  in 
this  section,  and  neighbors  and  fellow-citizens  hold 
him  in  high  esteem.  His  history,  were  it  written 
in  full,  would  present  many  scenes  of  public  inter- 
est and  stirring  experience,  such  as  none  but  those 
who  have  participated  in  frontier  life  and  in  the 
great  contests  of  public  opinion,  have  witnessed  or 
can  thoroughly  understand.  To  those  familiar 
with  the  history  of  Kansas  during  the  troublous 
times  prior  to,  and  immediately  following,  its  ad- 
mission to  the  Union,  tlie  outlines,  whicli  are  all 
that  can  be  given  in  a  brief  sketch,  may  easily  be 
filled  in  with  all  their  vivid  coloring. 

Mr.  Hays  is  of  Irish  ancestry,  his  great-grand- 
fatlier,  accompanied  by  his  wife  and  four  sons, having 
at  an  early  day  emigrated  to  America  and  settled  in 
Pennsylvania.  Samuel  Hays,  the  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  was  born  in  Chartier  Township,  Wash- 


ington County,  that  State,  and  there  his  son  David 
saw  the  light  Jan.  16,  1802.  David  Hays  accom- 
panied his  parents  to  Virginia  when  twelve  years 
old,  and  there  grew  to  manhood,  marrying  INIiss 
Rebecca  Simpson.  To  them  were  born  three  chil- 
dren— Robert,  Joseph  and  Samuel,  all  now  living 
in  this  State.'  Robert  came  to  Kansas  in  1855,  and 
taking  up  the  land  on  Cedar  Creek,  in  Blue  Town- 
ship, Pottawatomie  County,  has  ever  since  been  a 
resident  there.  He  married  Miss  Emma  Paul,  sis- 
ter of  J.  W.  Paul,  whose  sketch  is  to  be  found  on 
another  p.age.  She  died  in  March,  1879,  leaving, 
seven  children.  Samuel,  who  also  came  to  Kansas 
in  December,  1854,  is  still  occupying  his  original 
homestead,  adjoining  that  of  his  brother  Robert. 
His  wife  was  formerly  Miss  Jane  ^'ance,  and  they 
have  ten  living  children. 

The  father  of  our  subject  built  flat-boats  on  the 
Ohio  River,  continuing  his  residence  in  West  Vir- 
ginia until  1852,  when  he  settled  in  Cass  County, 
Mo.,  remaining  there  a  little  less  than  two  years. 
In  September,  1854,  he  came  with  his  son,  Joseph, 
to  this  State,  and  soon  took  up  a  claim  on  Cedar 
Creek,  in  Pottawatomie  County,  upon  which  he  re- 
sided until  his  death,  Jul}'  23,  1885,  that  being  the 
day  on  which  the  famous  General,  U.  S.  Grant, 
breathed  his  last.  Mr.  Hays  was,  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  in  the  eighty-fourth  year  of  his  age,  his 
wife  having  preceded  him  to  the  tomb  in  1868,  at 
the  age  of  sixty-seven  years.  Mr.  Hays  was  one  of 
the  oldest  settlers  of  Pottawatomie  County,  and  a 
prominent  citizen,  regarded  bj'  those  who  knew 
him  as  a  man  of  honor  and  uprightness.  He  had 
served  as  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  many  years. 

Joseph  Hays,  of  whom  we  write,  was  born  in 
Hancock  County,  W.  Va.,  May  20,  1828,  and  was 
reared  on  a  farm,  receiving  his  eai-ly  education  in 
the  subscription  schools.  He  remained  with  his 
parents  until  he  was  twenty-seven  years  of  age, 
two  years  after  coming  to  Kansas,  having,  with 
his  brother  Samuel,  helped  his  father  to  clear  up  a 
claim  in  Pottawatomie  County.  In  the  meantimci-he 
had  taken  up  land  in  Manhattan  Township,  Riley 
County,  it  being  located  on  section  25,  about  five 
miles  from  the  town  of  Manhattan.  He  chose  a 
tract  which  was  made  up  of  bottom  Land,  timber 
land  and   bluff,    thus    providing  himself    with    an 
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abundance  of  water,  \v'Ood  and  stone,  beside  having       Capt.  Todd.     He  did  duty  in  looking  after 


a  fine  proportion  of  fertile  and  inexhaustible  soil 
lying  between  the  bluff  and  the  Blue  River.  The 
original  claim,  being  a  fractional  quarter  section, 
amounted  to  but  145  8-100  acres,  to  which  addi- 
tions have  been  made  by  purchase  until  the  pres- 
ent holding  of  Mr.  Hays  amounts  to  nearly  400 
acres. 

Immediately  after  entering  his  land,  Mr.  Hays 
set  about  improving  it,  and  has  now  a  well-tilled 
and  well-furnished  farm,  which,  owing  to  its  excel- 
lent location,  j'ields  good  crops,  even  in  the  dry 
years.  Its  owner  devotes  his  attention  to  raising 
grain  and  stock  and  feeding  the  latter  for  market. 
He  has  resided  here  for  over  thirty-five  years,  being 
one  of  the  few  settlers  of  Rilej'  County  who  have, 
retained  uninterrupted  possession  of  the  land  origin- 
ally entered  by  them.  When  he  took  up  his 
claim,  but  six  had  been  taken  in  the  county,  the 
claimants  thereof  being  Thomas  Runnels,  who  had 
settled  on  section  6,  Ogden  Township;  S.  D.  Hous- 
ton, who  settled  on  Wild  Cat  Creek,  in  Manhattan 
Township,  four  miles  west  of  Manhattan;  H.  Eu- 
bank, Tunis  J.  Rosa,  Jacob  Tha3'er  and  Mr.  Ship, 
who  settled  in  other  parts  of  the  county.  Remnants 
of  the  Kiowa,  Otoe  and  Pottawatomie  tribes,  to- 
gether with  some  other  Indians,  roamed  over  this 
section,  and  although  peaceable  when  Mr.  Hays  lo- 
cated, there  was  no  certainty  that  they  would  re- 
main so,  there  being  constant  rumors  of  threatened 
outbreaks. 

Mr.  Hays  remained  single  until  Dec.  24,  1863, 
at  which  date  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Julia  Paul,  sister  of  J.  W.  Paul,  whose  sketch 
may  be  found  on  another  page  in  this  work. 
Mrs.  Hays  is  a  native  of  Johnson  County,  Mo., 
where  she  was  born  in  1841.  Six  children  have 
been  born  of  this  happy  union,  who  were  named 
respectively:  Mary  Ann,  David  P.,  George  W., 
Emma  R.,  John  8.  and  Martha  E.  The  last  two 
named  are  minors,  and  are  still  living  under  the  ' 
parental  roof.  David  P.  also  resides  at  home,  being 
yet  unmarried.  George  W.  and  Emma  R.  died  in 
infancy.  Mary  A.  married  John  A.  Henton,  and 
their  home  is  in  Grant  Township. 

Diu-ing  tiic  late  war  Mr.  Hays  served  as  a  c-(ir- 
l)ural   in   C'onii)an3-    A,  14th  Kansas    Militia,  under 


the  In- 
lians  on  the  frontier,  and  on  the  Price  raid,  being 
at  Westport,  Mo.,  when  Price  and  Curtis  fought 
the  battle  of  the  Big  Blue,  i  He  came  to  Kansas 
as  an  Anti-slavery  Republican,  and  early  became 
interested  in  the  Free  State  movement,  accom- 
panying Luke  P.  Lincoln  and  Dr.  Adams  as  a 
delegate  from  Riley  County  to  the  first  Free  State 
Convention,  which  met  in  Topeka  in  the  fall  of 
1855.  Until  recently  he  has  been  a  Republican, 
but  is  now  independent  in  politics.  He  has  been 
a  member  of  the  School  Board,  and  its  Treasurer 
for  a  number  of  years,  his  entire  service  in  that 
body  extending  over  a,  period  of  more  than  eight- 
een years.  He  is  a  member  of  the  United  Presby- 
terian Church,  and  his  wife  belongs  to  the  Baptist 
Church.  A  man  of  thought  and  intelligence,  well- 
read  and  well-informed  and  a  good  conversational- 
ist, he  is  an  entertaining  companion,  and  in  the 
active  duties  of  life  has  shown  himself  to  be  pos- 
sessed of  energy  and  sturdy  perseverance.  His  pleas- 
ant home  abounds  in  good  cheer  and  hospitality, 
and  its  honored  occupants  are  enjoying  the  legiti- 
mate fruits  of  their  industrv  and  useful  lives. 


T,-^  IRAM  KEARNS,  one  of  the  old  residents  of 
|lfj||  Manhattan  Township,  Riley  County,  was, 
JW^  in  former  years,  probabl}-  the  largest  ship- 
(i^  per  of  cattle  in  this  section.  lie  owns  a 
fine  body  of  land  upon  which  is  situated  a  plain 
but  comfortable  residence  with  the  outbuildings 
necessary  for  the  shelter  of  stock  and  the  storage 
of  grain.  He  lives  plainly  and  unpretentiously  and 
is  a  man  enjoying  in  a  marked  degree  the  esteem 
and  confidence  of  his  neighbors.  Although  ap- 
proaching the  sixtj'-eighth  year  of  his  age  he  is 
quite  well  preserved,  while  his  industrious  and  en- 
ergetic habits  probably  will  never  leave  him  as  long 
as  he  is  able  to  move  around  and  maintain  the 
management  of  his  business. 

The  native  place  of  our  subject  was  in  Marion 
County,  Ind.,  and  the  date  of  his  birth  M.ay  10, 
1822.  His  parents  were  Thom.as  E.  and  .Sarah 
(Jackson)  Kearns.  both  born  near  ICrie.  Pa.,  and 
the  lather  of  Scotch  descent.     The  latter  was  a  far- 
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mer  by  occupation,  also  Justice  of  the  Peace,  aiul 
spent  liis  last  years  in  Warren  County,  lurl.,  as  did 
also  the  mother. 

To  Thomas  E.  and  Sarah  Kearns  there  was  horn  a 
family  of  ten  children  of  whom  the  record  is  as 
follows:  Catherine  married  John  Castle,  a  hardware 
merchant,  and  died  when  thirty  years  of  age  in 
Warren  County,  Ind.,  leaving  five  children;  Archi- 
bald died  in  Benton  County,  Iowa,  about  twenty- 
five  years  ago;  he  was  first  married  to  Elizabeth 
Farmer,  who  died  leaving  four  cliildren,  and  he  was 
then  married|to  Louisa  Whipple  who  died  in  1881), 
leaving  him  four  more  children.  Margaret  married 
Hiram  Farmer  and  died  in  Marion  County,  Ind., 
about  fort}^  y^ears  ago,  leaving  three  children. 
Mary  became  the  wife  of  James  Hoover  and  died 
about  thirty-five  years  ago  in  Warren  County,  Ind.; 
leaving  three  cildren;  Esther  is  the  wife  of  Perry 
James,  of  Warren  County,  Ind.,  and  the  mother  of 
three  children;  she  has  been  an  invalid  for  nearly 
fifty  years.  John  died  in  Pottawatomie  County, 
this  State,  in  1879;  he  married  Miss  Eveline  Davis 
and  served  in  the  Kansas  Militia  during  the  Civil 
War;  he  left  three  children.  Elizabeth  is  the 
widow  of  William  Coats,  who  died  about  ten  years 
ago  and  has  two  children;  she  lives  in  Warren 
County,  Ind.  Medina  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Brink- 
horn ;  they  live  in  Ellsworth  County,  this  State, 
and  have  one  child;  William  who  was  a  bright  boy 
and  a  student  in  the  college  at  Bloomington,  111., 
died  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years. 

The  KeaVns  family  removed  from  Pennsylvania 
to  Warren  Count}-,  Ind.,  when  Hiram  was  about 
five  3'ears  old.  He  attended  the  common  schools 
and  worked  on  the  farm  until  a  youth  of  eighteen 
years  when  he  began  dealing  in  cattle  at  La 
Fayette,  Ind.,  and  was  thus  occupied  successfully 
for  ten  years.  He  was  a  well  informed  and  intelli- 
gent young  man,  fond  of  reading  and  when  about 
twenty  years  old.  established  the  Wabash  Register 
at  Attica,  Ind.,  which  was  published  by  the  firm  of 
Kennett  &  Kearns. 

Finally  meeting  with  reverses  in  business,  Mr. 
Kearns  went  to  Benton  Countj'',  Iowa,  where  for 
two  years  he  engaged  in  trading  in  a  general  way. 
In  1800  he  came  to  Kansas  Territory,  and  settled 
ne:ir  the  present  site  of  Manhattan   which  was  then 


a  small  town.  He  kept  a  market  and  sold  provis- 
ions and  produce,  being  senior  member  of  the  firm 
of  Kearns  &  Davis.  He  erected  and  occupied  for 
business  the  building  now  devoted  to  the  County 
Treasurer's  oflBce  and  continued  in  business  ten 
years.  For  the  next  fifteen  years  he  was  engaged 
in  buying  feed  and  shipping  live  stock  extensively. 
In  the  meantime  Mr.  Kearns  had  purchased  400 
acres  of  land  in  the  western  part  of  Manhattan 
Township  where  he  liuilt  up  his  present  homestead 
and  which  has  been  largel}'  devoted  to  live  stock. 
While  a  resident  of  Manhattan,  Kansas,  he  was 
married  May  18,  1870.  to  Miss  Ann  Johnson,  a 
native  of  Canada  and  whose  parents  were  natives 
respectively  of  the  Dominion  and  New  York  State. 
There  have  been  born  to  them  seven  children,  viz: 
AVilliam,  who  died  at  the  age  of  tliirteen  years; 
Oily,  Archibald,  John,  Etta,  who  died  when  three 
years  old ;  Esther  and  one  who  died  unnamed  in 
infancy.  Mrs.  Kearns  is  a  member  in  good  staning 
of  the  Episcopal  Churcli.  Mr.  Kearns,  politically, 
is  a  decided  Republican,  and  during  his  residence 
of  two  years  in  Manhattan  was  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen.  He  has  also  olliciated  as 
Road  Overseer. 
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[j  ESSE  IN  GRAHAM.  The  late  Jesse  Ingra- 
1  ham  was  born  in  Jefferson  County,  N.  Y., 
Ji  March  iS.  1820,  and  died  near  Manhattan, 
(^|/  Riley  Co.,  Kan.,  Jan.  28,  1889.  He  was  the 
son  of  Jesse  and  Eleanor  (Thrall)  Ingraham,  and 
of  English  descent.  He  was  reared  until  fourteen 
years  of  age,  in  Yates  County.  N.  Y.,  his  parents 
removing  thence  to  LaGrange  County,  Ind.,  where 
he  lived  until  his  removal  to  Kansas.  Both  par- 
ents died  in  Indiana,  and  of  the  eight  children  born 
to  them,  all  are  now  deceased  except  one  son,  Lo- 
renzo Ingraham,  who  lives  in  Southwestft-n  Kan- 
sas. 

In  1866,  Jesse  Ingraham  removed  with  his  fam- 
ily to  Kansas,  taking  up  160  acres  on  Wild  Cat 
Creek  in  Wild  Cat  Township,  Riley  County.  This 
estate  he  improved  and  cultivated,  living  thereon 
for  ten  years,  when  he  removed  to  the  place  where 
his  widow  now  resides,  it  consisting   uf    ten   acres 
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south  of  the  Agricultural  College  grounds,  ami  be- 
ing operated  as  an  orchard  farm. 

The  late  Mr.  Ingraham  was  County  Commis- 
sioner in  1859,  and  Coroner  from  1861  to  1869  in- 
clusive. He  was  also  a  member  of  the  School 
Board  for  several  years.  He  belonged  to  the  I.  O. 
O.  F.,  and  during  the  late  war  was  in  the  State 
Militia.  He  was  a  Republican  to  within  a  few 
years  prior  to  his  death,  when  he  became  identified 
with  the  Labor  Union  party  movement ;  and  he  had 
frequently  served  as  delegate  to  political  county 
conventions.  He  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife, 
to  wliom  he  was  united  in  1850,  dying  in  1854, 
leaving  no  children.  He  was  one  of  the  first  set- 
tlers of  this  county,  which  in  his  deatli  lost  a  citi- 
zen of  worth,  both  as  a  private  individual,  and  as  a 
member  of  society.  Possessed  of  strong  common 
sense  and  intelligence,  of  sterling  integrity,  and 
living  an  upright  and  honorable  life,  he  won  the 
respect  of  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact,  his 
loss  being  regretted  by  a  wide  circle  outside  of  his 
home,  and  being  irreparable  to  his  immediate  fam- 
ily circle. 

Mr.  Ingraham  was  married  in  Lenawee  Count}'. 
;\Iich.,  March  2.'>.  ia57.  to  Miss  Patience  Shumway. 
She  is  the  daughter  of  Levi  and  Abigail  (Smith) 
Shumwaj',  her  father  having  been  a  native  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, and  her  mother  born  in  Canada,  of  New 
England  parentage.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  Ingra- 
ham were  married  in  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  and  lived 
and  died  in  Lenawee  County,  Mich.,  the  father 
passing  away  when  Patience  was  but  four  years 
old.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shumway  nine  children  were 
born,  of  whom  we  note  the  following:  Alfred,  who 
was  a  farmer  in  Branch  County,  Mich.,  departed 
tliis  life  in  1879,  leaving  a  widow  who  had  borne  the 
maiden  name  of  Nancy  Davis,  and  three  children ; 
the  widow  died  some  lime  after  her  husband.  JMary 
is  the  wife  of  Sardius  Johnson,  a  farmer  in  Lena- 
wee Count}',  Mich.,  and  has  five  children;  Stephen 
died  in  1880.  in  Lenawee  County;  he  was  single, 
and  w.as  engaged  in  farming.  Elmira  is  the  wife 
of  John  Mason,  a  farmer  in  Polk  County,  Mich., 
and  is  the  mother  of  four  children;  Ezekiel  Smith 
lives  in  Lenawee  Countj',  where  he  is  engaged  in 
tilling  the  soil;  he  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  A'an- 
(Jstrand,  and  tlicy  iiave  one  soli.     Nathan   is  farm- 


ing also  in  Lenawee  County ;  he  married  JMarietta 
P.  Mann,  and  has  two  children.  Abigail  is  unmar- 
ried, and  lives  in  Lenawee  Count}',  Blich;  Clarissa 
is  the  wife  of  George  Cole,  a  farmer  of  Lenawee 
County,  Mich.  After  the  death  of  Mr.  Shumway, 
his  widow  married  John  Baldwin,  bj'  whom  she  had 
one  child,  Matilda,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  Cullen 
Cheeny,  a  farmer  in  Lenawee  Count}',  Mich;  Mrs. 
Baldwin  departed  this  life  in  1874. 

Mrs.  Patience  Ingraham  bore  her  husband  seven 
children,  all  still  living  except  Abigail,  the  sixth 
child,  who  died  when  a  year  and  a  half  old;  Flor- 
ence M.  is  the  wife  of  W.  F.  Allen,  and  is  the 
mother  of  three  girls;  Eleanor  is  the  wife  of  Isaiah 
Williston,  a  stone-mason,  whose  home  is  just  north 
of  Manhattan;  they  have  two  children.  Carrie  V.. 
is  the  wife  of  John  Shumway,  a  farmer  of  PotUa- 
watomie  County,  and  is  the  mother  of  one  child. 
A  sketch  of  Marlow  W.,  occupies  another  page  in 
this  Ai.BUJi;  Eva  married  Valdy  Akin,  a  lawyer  of 
Zeandale,  this  county;  Riley  is  still  unmarried,  and 
at  home. 

In  addition  to  the  substantial  stone  residence 
and  its  pleasant  surroundings  near  Manhattan, 
where  Mrs.  Ingraham  resides,  she  owns  216  acres 
of  excellent  land  situated  on  the  Blue  River,  in  the 
northeastern  part  of  Manhattan  Township,  where 
her  son  Marlow  now  lives.  A  lady  of  intelligence 
and  refineijienti  modest  and  unassuming,  she  earns 
the  esteem  of  all  who  know  her  by  her  quiet  pursuit 
of  her  duties  in   life,  and  by  her   womanly   virtues. 


ENRY  M.  G.  KINKAID  is  t 
l)  occupant  of  a   carefully  am; 


owner   and 
intelligently 

t^W^  managed,  and  well-improved  farm  in  Grant 
(^)  Township,  Riley  County,  and  is  personally 
one  of  the  most  genial,  companionable,  and  intelli- 
gent men  in  this  vicinity.  His  farm  comprises  only 
forty  acres,  but  afifords  a  comfortable  home  with 
many  attractive  features.  Mr.  Kinkaid  was  born 
in  Greenbrier  County,  Ky.,  Jan.  24,  1828.  (For 
parental  and  family  history  see  sketch  of  I^li  T. 
Kinkaid.) 

lie  of  wIk^hu  we  write  was  living  in    Morristown, 
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Cass  Co.,  Mo.,  when  tlie  Civil  War  broke  out,  and 
being  a  Republican  and  a  Union  man  suffered  on 
account  of  liis  principles.  The  Confederates  sought 
to  force  him  to  join  their  ranks  and  take  up  arms 
in  the  cause  of  the  South,  but  he  refused  to  do  so. 
Finding  opposition  unavailing  except  to  endanger 
his  property  and  life,  he  crossed  into  Kansas,  and 
on  Sept.  8,  1861,  took  up  arms  in  defense  of  the 
Union,  becoming  a  member  of  Company  G.,  14th 
Kansas  Infantr}'.  He  served  but  fifteen  days  in 
that  command,  being  granted  an  unlimited  furlough 
to  enable  him  to  get  his  family  out  of  Missouri, 
they  being  in  danger  therein.  Stealing  through 
the  Confederate  pickets  by  night  he  reached  Cass 
County,  and  succeeded  at  great  risk  and  after  much 
effort  in  getting  his  family  across  to  this  State,  and 
collecting  together  the  remnants  of  his  propert3'. 

Coming  at  once  to  Rile}'  Count}',  Mr.  Kinkaid 
took  up  a  claim  on  section  28,  in  the  bend  of  the 
Blue  River,  the  land  being  located  about  one  mile 
north  of  the  present  village  of  Stockdale,  and  con- 
sisting of  the  fractional  lots  4  and  5,  which  com- 
[jrised  seventy-nine  and  fourteen  one-hundredths 
acres.  A  year  or  two  ago  he  disposed  of  this  pro- 
perty and  purchased  forty  acres  adjoining  it  on  the 
west,  where  he  is  now  residing. 

At  Rose  Hill,  Cass  Co.,  Mo.,  Jan.  5,  1854,  Mr. 
Kinkaid  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Susan- 
nah Davenport,  a  lady  whose  noble  nature  and 
Christian  virtues  entitled  her  to  high  regard, 
and  who  has  been  her  husband's  comfort  and  home 
counselor  since  their  union.  She  is  a  daughter  of 
Perry  and  Mary  Davenport,  and  was  born  in  ^'ir- 
ginia,  as  were  her  parents  and  grandparents.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kinkaid  three  children  have  been 
born.  John  A.  T.  died  at  the  age  of  six  years; 
Mary  J.  E.  is  the  wife  of  Joshua  Wilkinson,  a  far- 
mer in  Clay  County,  Kan.,  and  is  the  mother  of 
five  living  children:  Sarah  married  Joseph  E.  Hus- 
sey,  who  also  lives  in  Clay  County,  their  family 
comprising  two  children. 

Mr.  Kinkaid  was  for  many  years  a  Republican, 
but  has  recently  been  identified  with  the  Union  La- 
bor party.  He  has  served  as  Road  Overseer  for 
eight  years,  and  his  fitness  for  that  position  is 
proven  by  his  continuance  in  the  office.  His  wife 
belongs  to  the  Baptist  Church  and  he  to  the  Chris- 


tian Church.  His  industry,  morality  and  genial 
nature  are  i  ell-known,  and  he  enjoys  the  respect 
and  good-will  of  a  large  circle  of  acquaintances. 

Another  page  of  this  volume  presents  a  lithogra- 
phic portrait  of  Mr.  Kinkaid,  which  will  be  recog- 
nized with  pleasure  by  those  who  have  read  his 
history,  and  especially  by  his  personal  friends. 


liU.  ANNIBAL    H.    GREELEY.      The    rugged 
lf)li  New  England  element  had  played  no  small 

l\  J/'  - 

^/^    part  in  the  development  of  the  Great  West, 

(^  forming  a  goodly  portion  of  the  bone  and 
sinew  of  its  prosperity.  It  is  this  element  which 
h.<is  especially  encouraged  its  moral  and  educational 
growth  and  strengthened  the  fabric  of  society, 
illustrating  the  beauties  of  hospitality,  and  cement- 
ing the  brotherhood  of  man  by  humane  and  kindly 
deeds.  In  this  light  has  been  reflected  the  charac- 
ter of  Mr.  Greeley,  whose  affable  countenance,  both 
among  friends  and  strangers  suggests  the  kindly  im- 
pulses of  his  nature.  The  biographer  finds  him  a 
genial  and  companionable  old  gentleman  of  sixty- 
seven  years,  who  has  borne  life's  burdens  patiently 
and  has  made  for  himself  a  worlhy  record  as  a  man 
and  a  citizen. 

Mr.  Greeley  has  been  since  January,  18G9,  a  resi- 
dent of  Kansas,  and  rents  5 1 8  acres  of  land  on  sec- 
tion 6,  Ashland  Township,  Riley  Count}'.  He 
was  born  in  Clarendon,  Rutland  Co.,  Vt.,  Sept.  21, 
1822,  and  is  the  son  of  Richard  Greeley,  who  was  a 
native  of  New  Hampshire,  and  a  wagon-maker  by 
trade.  His  mother,  who  in  her  girlhood  was  Miss 
Desire  Hosford,  was  born  in  Connecticut.  After 
marriage  they  settled  in  Rutland  County,  Vt., 
whence  they  removed  when  Hannibal  H.  was  a  lad 
of  about  six  years,  to  Windsor  County,  that  State. 
The  latter  there  developed  into  manhood,  acquir- 
ing a  common-school  education,  aiid  with  it  those 
habits  of  industry  and  frugality  which  distinguish 
the  typical  New  Englander. 

After  reaching  his  majority,  young  Greeley, 
leaving  the  Green  Mountain  State,  emigrated  to 
Saratoga  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  followed  his 
trade  almost  uninterruptedly  for  about  twenty-five 
vears.     In  the  meantime  he  was  married  at  AVater- 
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ford  in  May,  1847,  to  Miss  Jane  Ann  Burst.  In 
the  fall  of  1868,  leaving  the  Empire  Statu,  he 
crossed  the  Mississippi  with  his  little  family,  and 
cominjj;  to  Kansas,  settled  in  Ashland  County  in 
March  of  that  year,  and  turning  his  attention  to 
agricultural  pursuits,  has  since  been  thus  engaged, 
lie  was  at  once  recognized  as  a  valuable  addition  to 
the  community,  and  is  a  man  in  whom  the  people 
have  entire  confidence.  He  has  maintained  a  warm 
interest  in  the  prosperity  of  his  adopted  State,  and 
in  his  township  has  held  the  office  of  Trustee  and 
School  Treasurer.  He  cast  his  first  Presidential 
vote  for  Henry  Clay,  and  gives  his  uniform  sup- 
port to  the  Republican  party. 

Mrs.  Jane  Ann  (Burst)  Greeley  was  born  in 
Schoharie  County,  N.  Y..  June  27,  1825,  and  lived 
tiiere  with  her  parents  until  her  marriage.  Of  her 
union  with  our  subject  there  have  been  born  three 
children — Edward,  John,  and  Fannie.  The  two 
sons  are  living  in  Manhattan.  The  daughter  is  the 
wife  of  James  C.  Day.  a  resident  of  Manhattan. 


^^^ 


y 


I^ILLIAM  C  JOHNSTON,  a  popular  drug- 
gist in  Manhattan,  is  classed  among  its 
most  progressive  and  public  spirited  citi- 
zens. He  has  borne  an  honorable  part  in  the 
administration  of  its  government,  and  has  been 
identified  with  various  enterprises  calculated  to 
advance  the  development  of  the  city.  He  is  a  rep- 
resentative of  the  valiant  citizen-soldiers  of  the 
Inited  States  in  the  late  Civil  War,  having  sprung 
to  ills  country's  defence  at  the  first  call  for  troops, 
and  tiiough  he  was  then  a  mere  youth  of  but  six- 
teen years,  serving  throughout  the  entire  rebellion 
with  the  cool  courage  and  efficiency  of  a  time-worn, 
i)attle-scarred  veteran  of  many  wars. 

Our  subject  was  born  Sept.  28,  1844,  in  Moscow, 
Clermont  Co.,  Ohio,  a  son  of  Dr.  William  John- 
ston, who  was  in  his  life-time  one  of  the  leading 
physicians  of  that  part  of  the  country.  The  doctor 
was  liorn  In  Edinborough,  Scotland,  a  descendani 
of  a  long  line  i>f  Scotch  ancestors.  His  fatlier 
William  Johnston,  a  native  of  Scotland,  spent  his 
last  years  in  its  capital  citj'  where  lie  vyas  engaged 
as  a  merchant.     His  widow  with  her  four  children 


— William,  Susan,  Martha,  John — came  to  America. 
Susan  married  John  Johnston  and  located  in 
Nicholsville,  Clermont  Co.,  Ohio.  Martha  and 
John  died  in  early  womanhood  and  manhood. 

The  grandmother  of  our  subject  bought  a  tract  of 
timber  land  in  Clermont  County,  and  was  one  of 
its  early  settlers,  locating  there  about  1810.  She 
built  a  log  cabin  on  iier  iiomestead,  which  she  re- 
placed before  her  death  by  a  substantial  brick  resi- 
dence, and  had  a  finely  improved  farm.  She  was 
a  devout  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and 
gave  a  tract  of  land  to  the  society  with  which  slie 
worshipped  for  a  cluircii  to  be  built  on  it,  and 
dying  in  1859,  she  was  Iniried  in  the  churchyard 
on  her  own  farm. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  but  eight  years  old 
when  his  father  died,  and  two  years  later  he  accom- 
panied his  mother  to  America,  and  was  reared  amid 
the  pioneer  scenes  of  their  new  home,  as  soon  as 
old  enough,  assisting  in  clearing  and  cultivating  the 
farm.  He  was  given  excellent  educational  advan- 
tages for  those  times,  and  having  a  decided  taste 
for  the  medical  profession,  commenced  the  study 
of  medicine  early,  and  was  graduated  from  the 
Ohio  Medical  College  at  Cincinnati.  After  leav- 
ing college  he  opened  an  office  at  Moscow,  in  Cler- 
mont County,  and  practiced  there  many  years,  until 
his  death  in  December,  !  874,  at  a  venerable  .age. 
He  obtained  high  rank  in  his  profession  and  was 
considered  one  of  the  first  physicians  of  the  county. 
The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Mary  A.  Fee, 
and  she  was  born  in  Clermont  County,  at  Wilhains- 
ville,  being  a  daughter  of  Robert  Fee.  a  native  of 
Pennsylv.ania.  He  was  of  mingled  Scotch  and 
Irisli  ancestry,  and  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers 
of  Ohio,  where  he  was  engaged  as  a  farmer  and 
stock  dealer.  In  those  days  stock  was  driven  to 
market  across  the  mountains  of  Pennsylvania  to 
Philadelphia  and  Baltimore.  Mr.  Fee  died  on  the 
farm  that  he  had  improved  in  Clermont  County. 
The  mother  of  our  subject  died  in  18G8.  Of  the  nine 
children  born  of  her  marriage,  eight  grew  to  man- 
hood and  womanhood,  namely;  William  ('  .  Robert. 
John,  Sarah,  Kate,  Annie,  Susie,   Charlie. 

The  e'.irly  education  of  our  subject  was  con- 
ducted in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  town, 
and  he  afterward  pursued  a  fine  course  of   stud}- 
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at  the  Hygiene  College  in  Clermont  County. 
When  he  was  thirteen  j^ears  old  his  father  bought  a 
farm  half  a  mile  from  Moscow,  and  William  assisted 
in  tilling  the  soil  till  the  breaking  out  of  the  war. 
He  had  watched  with  intelligent  interest  the  course 
of  events  that  led  to  the  Southern  States  rising  in 
open  rebellion,  and  his  boyish  patriotism  was 
roused  to  a  high  pitch,  and  at  the  call  for  troops  he 
enlisted  in  April,  1861,  in  Company  C,  56th  Ohio  In- 
fantry for  three  months.  During  that  time  he  served 
in  West  Virginia,  and  took  part  in  the  battle  of 
Carnifas  Ferry.  After  his  discharge  he  returned 
home,  and  nothing  daunted  by  his  experience  of 
the  rough  life  of  a  soldier,  the  brave  boy  re-enlisted 
at  the  first  opportunity,  enrolling  his  name  as  a 
member  of  the  1st  IndependBut  Ohio  Battery,  Light 
Artillery,  Sept.  14, 1861,  for  a  period  of  three  years. 
He  veteranized  in  January,  1864,  and  served  with 
honor  till  after  the  close  of  the  war,  being  dis- 
charged with  his  company  in  July,  1865.  He  was 
mostly  in  Virginia,  and  was  an  active  participant 
in  the  battles  of  South  Mountain  and  ^intietam, 
and  many  minor  engagements.  He  was  in  General 
R.  B.  H.».yes'  and  in  General  Scammon's  brigades, 
and  being  the  greater  part  of  the  time  either  on  the 
right  or  the  left  wing  of  the  Array  of  the  Potomac, 
flid  a  great  deal  of  marching  and  skirmishing. 
After  his  discharge  from  the  army  Mr.  Johnston 
attended  Hygiene  College,  and  in  1866  came  to 
Manhattan,  and  was  here  engaged  as  clerk  in  a 
drug  store  one  year  before  establishing  himself  in 
the  business,  which  he  has  conducted  ever  since 
having  one  of  the  neatest  and  most  finely  appointed 
drug  stores  in  tlie  city,  and  is  well  patronized. 

Since  coming  here  he  has  established  a  pleasant 
home,  and  to  the  wife  wiio  presides  over  it  and 
makes  it  attractive  alike  to  family  and  friends,  he 
was  united  in  marriage  Jan.  2,  1872.  Her  maiden 
name  was  Myra  J.  Dimmoek,  and  she  was  born  in 
Medina  County,  Ohio,  a  daughter  of  John  P.  and 
Elizabeth  T.  (Hemingway)  Dimmoek.  Tiieir 
household  is  completed  by  the  presence  of  the  two 
children  born  to  them,  Nellie  M.and  William  C. 

Coming  to  Manhattan  in  the  early  years  of  his 
manhood,  and  when  the  city  was  )et  in  its  infancy, 
Mr.  Johnston  has  proved  a  valuable  addition  toils 
citizenship,  as  he  is  a  man  of  education,  of  enlight- 


ened views,  and  of  well-defined,  assertive  character, 
which  traits  contribute  to"  his  success  as  a  business 
man  and  make  him  useful  in  public  life.  He  was 
at  one  time  at  the  head  of  the  city  government, 
serving  as  Mayor  of  Manhattan  two  terms,  and 
under  his  vigorous  administration  many  needed 
improvements  were  introduced,  among  which  we 
may  mention  the  construction  of  the  water  works. 
He  has  been  a  member  of  the  City  Council  and  also 
of  the  School  Board,  acting  in  both  capacities  for 
the  best  interests  of  the  municipality.  Politically, 
he  affiliates  with  the  Republicans,  using  his  influ- 
ence to  promote  party  measures.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  G.  A.  R.,  belonging  to  Lew  Gove  Post,  No. 
100.  He  belongs  to  Phoenix  Lodge,  No.  35,  K. 
P.;  to  Manhattan  Lodge,  No.  1465,  K.  of  II.:  to 
No.  413,  K.  &  L.  of  II.;  to  Kaw  Valley  Camp.  No. 
1011.  M,  W.  A. 

^1  LBERT  AVERY,  a  well-known  and  highly- 
^/   i    '■^^P^'"'^'^    resident   of    Union    Township, 

///  ifi  Clay  County,  was  born  in  Lowell,  Vt., 
^  Aug.  19,  1834,  and  came  to  Riley  County, 

this  State,  in  1858.  After  making  for  himself 
a  most  worthy  record  as  a  man  and  a  citzen,  he 
departed  this  life  at  the  homestead  which  he  had 
built  up,  Feb.  1,  1875,  in  the  forty-first  year  of 
his  age.  He  was  a  brother  of  Henry  Avery,  a 
sketch  of  whom  will  be  found  elsewhere  in  this 
Ai.BU.M,  together  with  the  main  facts  concerning 
the  histor3-  of  their  family. 

Mr.  Avei-y  was  reared  in  his  native  place,  re- 
ceiving a  practical  education  in  the  common-school, 
and  careful  home  training  by  his  excellent  parents. 
He  came  to  Kansas  unmarrieil,  but  in  due  time 
made  the  acquaintance  of  Miss  Calista  Wliittemore, 
who  became  his  wife  on  the  Uth  of  May,  1859,  the 
wedding  taking  place  at  the  bride's  home  in  Batcliel- 
ler,  Kan.  Mrs.  Calista  Avery  was  likewise  a  nativ(' 
of  tbe  Green  Mountain  State,  and  came  to  Kansns 
with  the  Fullington  family,  who  were  among  the 
early  pioneers  of  Rile^'  and  Clay  counties.  She  be- 
came the  mother  of  one  child,  a  sou,  Albert  Calis- 
tus.  and  died  on  the  17th  of  February.  1861. 

After  this  bereaveuient  Mr.  Averv  returning  to 
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W-rniont.  in  18(51,  was,  on  the  lOth  of  September, 
1  S62,  married  the  second  lime,  to  Miss  Rosaline, 
daughter  of  Herod  and  Elvira  (Hitchcock)  Farman, 
(if  Lowell.  The  next  four  years  were  spent  in  Ver- 
mont, and  then,  in  186G,  Mr.  Avery,  returning 
to  Kansas  settled  on  Deep  Creek,  in  Clay  Count}-, 
where  he  resided  two  years  and  a  half.  Thence  he 
removed  to  the  west  side  of  the  Republican  River- 
settling  on  section  30,  just  north  of  the  village 
of  Wakefield,  where  he  prosecuted  agriculture 
.successfully  and  spent  his  last  days.  He  had  be- 
come owner  of  a  large  tract  of  land  which  he  left 
to  his  widow  and  children,  and  all  lying  in  the  bot- 
tom of  the  rich  region  of  the  Republican  A'alley. 
He  was  an  honest,  industrious,  useful  citizen,  a  man 
wliose  high  character  commended  itself  to  all  who 
knew  him.  In  his  death  not  only  his  family, 
but  the  county  met  with  an  irreparable  loss. 

Mr.  Avery's  second  wife,  now  Mrs.  Rosaline  A. 
Moycr.  continues  on  the  homestead  built  up  by  her 
late  husband,  and  is  a  lady  highly  esteemed  in  her 
community.  Her  father,  Herod  Farman,  was  a 
native  of  Bath,  Grafton  Co.,  N.  H.,  but  spent  the 
most  of  his  life  in  Orleans  County,  Vt.  He  was 
a  farmer  b}'  occupation,  and  a  man  of  more  than 
ordinary  ability,  occupying  a  prominent  position 
in  local  politics,  and  finally  being  chosen  by  his 
l)arty  as  their  Representative  in  the  State  Legisla- 
ture. He  was  likewise  an  officer  in  the  State  Mili- 
tia, and  a  selectman  of  his  town.  He  spent  his 
last  years  in  Vermont,  his  death  taking  place  March 
1,  1877,  when  he  was  nearly  seventy-two  years  old. 

Mrs.  Elvira  (Hitchcock)  Farman  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  Heber  Hitchcock,  a  native  of  Massachusetts. 
She  was  born  in  Vermont,  and  was  married  to 
Herod  Farman  in  Orleans  County,  that  State,  in 
1832.  They  became  the  parents  of  ten  children, 
viz:  Hector,  now  deceased,  Carlos,  Williard,  Char- 
lotte, Ophie,  Rosaline,  Freeman,  Lester  and  Heber, 
deceased,  and  Osmer.  To  Albert  and  Rosaline 
Avery  there  were  born  four  children,  Dustin,  Wal- 
ter, Mary  and  Elvira  Uelilali.  The}'  all  live  with 
tlieir  mother  on  the  old  homestead,  except  Dustin, 
and  form  a  most  interesting  and  intelligent  group. 
The  familj'  is  one  of  the  most  intelligent  and  cul- 
tured to  be  met  with  anywhere.  Mrs.  Mojer  has 
has    given  to  her  children  that  careful  home  train- 


ing naturally  suggested  to  the  affectionate  and  re- 
fined'mother,  while  their  education  has  been  care- 
fully conducted  by  good  teachers.  They  will  take 
their  position  in  society  as  members  of  its  best 
element.  Walter  married  Miss  llattie  Cragg,  Oct. 
9,1889,  at  the  residence  of  the  bride'.s  parents  in 
Zeandale,  Riley  Co.,  Kan. 

-|**-i- 


SAAC  NUTTER  has  been  a  resident  of  Wash- 
ington County,  for  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tury. For  several  years  past  his  home  has 
been  on  section  18,  Farmington  Township,  where 
he  owns  135  acres  of  fertile  land,  and  where  he 
carries  on  the  pursuit  of  agriculture.  His  father 
was  I.  W.  Nutter,  a  native  of  West  Virginia.  His 
mother,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Martiia  Ann 
Ilolbert,  was  a  native  of  Maryland.  Their  first  set- 
tlement was  in  West  Virginia,  whence  they  re- 
moved to  Missouri,  and  rented  a  farm  in  Atchison 
County.  Their  next  change  of  residence  was  to 
this  count}',  where  they  remained  until  their  death. 
They  first  located  in  Charleston  Township,  after- 
ward removing  to  Farmington  Township,  where 
the  mother  died  in  the  winter  of  1885.  The  father 
departed  this  life  in  Highland  Township  about 
1874.  Their  family  included  seven  sons- and  eight 
daughters,  and  our  subject's  name  stands  half  way 
down  the  line. 

Isaac  Nutter  was  born  in  Calhoun  County,  W. 
Va.,  May  8,  1846.  His  boyhood  and  youth  were 
pnssed  in  his  native  county.  In  the  spring  of  1865 
he  accompanied  his  parents  to  Missouri,  and  the 
next  spring  to  this  county.  He  made  his  home  un- 
der the  paiental  roof  until  his  marriage,  when  he 
settled  in  Highland  Township,  where  he  had  taken 
up  a  homestead.  For  ten  years  this  was  the  fam- 
ily home.  It  was  then  sold,  and  Mr.  Nutter  and 
family  resided  in  Washington  for  a  few  months. 
He  then  settled  on  the  land  which  he  now  occupies, 
and  which  he  has  improved,  and  supplied  with  ade- 
quate and  substantial  buildings. 

At  the  home  of  the  bride  in  Farmington  Town- 
ship, Nov.  24,  1870.  Mr.  Nutter  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Jane  McCullough.  Her 
parents,  Robert  and  Nancy  (Wallace)  McCullough 
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first  settled  in  Ohio,  and  afterward  resided  for  a 
time  in  Illinois.  Thence  they  removed  to  Des 
Moines,  Iowa,  where  jNIrs.  McCuUough  died  in  1859. 
Mr.  McCuUough  came  to  this  county  in  1870,  and 
settled  in  Farmington  Township,  where  he  remained 
several  years.  He  then  returned  to  Ohio,  where  he 
still  lives.  They  had  a  family  of  nine  children. 
Mrs.  Nutter  was  born  Aug.  26,  1855.  She  is  a 
lady  of  refinement  and  intelligence,  and  in  all  the 
duties  of  life,  "acts  well  her  part."  She  has  borne 
her  husband  six  children:  William  P.,  Arthur  O., 
John  M.,  Walter  E.,  Laura  B.,  and  Anna  M.  Will- 
iam, Arthur  and  Walter  have  been  taken  from  them 
by  death. 

Mr.  Nutter  is  a  Democrat,  and  although  not  an 
office  seeker,  he  has  held  some  of  the  minor  offices 
in  the  township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nutter  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Society  of  Friends.  Mr.  Nutter  has 
earned  the  good  will  and  esteem  of  his  neighbors 
by  his  correct  life  and  upright  character,  and  his 
wife  shares  the  estimation  in  which  he  is  held. 


«is.  ANIP:L  BrSWP:LL.     The  spring  of  1879 
!J    ]|   witnessed  the  advent  of    Mr.  Buswell    in 
(ri3^    Grant  Township,  Washington   County,  at 
^^  which    time    he    purchased    120    acres    of 

school  land,  situated  on  section  16,  all  prairie,  with- 
out a  shrub  or  building.  The  diligent  labor  of  a 
few  years  has  worked  a  marvelous  change,  and  has 
made  this  spot  of  prairie  met.iphorically  to  bloom 
and.  blossom  as  the  rose,  not  with  flowers,  alto- 
gether, hut  with  substantial  buildings  and  valuable 
fruit  trees.  Kighty  acres  are  in  a  good  state  of 
cultivation  and  fortj'  acres  are  devoted  to  pasture. 
A  neat,  solid  stone  house  shelters  the  family,  and  a 
stone  and  frame  barn  furnishes  shelter  for  stock 
and  storage  for  grain.  About  six  acres  are  de- 
voted to  fruit,  Mr.  Buswell  having  planted  280 
apple  trees,  sixty  cherry  trees,  forty  peach  trees, 
the  same  number  of  plum  trees,  and  forty  Black 
Marilla  cherry  trees,  besides  seventy-five  grape 
vines  and  a  large  bed  of  strawberry  plants.  Mr. 
Buswell  also  makes  a  specialty  of  live-stock,  feed- 
ing at  this  time  (October,  1889)  about  twenty- 
seven  head  of  steers  and  ten  head  of  cattle  for  the 


spring  market.  He  has  four  good  horses.  The 
premises  in  all  their  appointments  are  indicative  of 
enterprise  and  thrift,  s^nd  a  credit  to  the  proprietor. 
Mr.  Buswell  was  born  Dec.  4,  1840,  in  North- 
amptonshire, England,  and  when  a  boy  of  seven 
years  came  to  America  with  his  father's  family,  the 
latter  consisting  of  the  parents  and  three  children. 
They  settled  three  miles  north  of  Elyria,  Lorain 
Co.,  Ohio,  and  the  elder  Buswell  purchased  a  farm 
upon  which  he  and  his  good  wife  have  since  lived. 
After  settling  in  Ohio,  five  more  children  were 
added  to  the  household  circle.  Daniel  lived  at 
home  until  fifteen  years  old.  when  his  father  gave 
him  his  time,  and  he  then  commenced  working  as  a 
farm  laborer,  pursuing  this  until  twenty-two  years 
old.  Being  then  in  a  condition  to  establish  a  home 
of  his  own,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Frances,  daughter  of  Robert  and  Martha  Baily.  of 
Medina  County,  Ohio,  where  they  still  live.  The 
young  people  not  long  afterward  removed  to  White- 
side County,  111.,  where  they  lived  four  years,  then 
crossed  the  Mississippi  into  Iowa  County,  Iowa. 
After  a  three  year's  sojourn  in  that  region,  during 
which  time  he  was  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits, 
on  eighty  acres  of  land  which  he  had  purchased 
and  where  he  made  some  good  improvements,  he 
sold  out  and  removed  to  Washington  County.  Mo., 
but  sojourned  there  only  one  year,  and  next  came  to 
Kansas,  in  the  spring  of  1879,  and  purchased  apart 
of  the  farm  which  he  now  owns  and  occupies. 

j\Ir.  and  Mrs.  Buswell  are  the  parents  of  two 
children  only,  the  elder  of  whom,  a  son,  Luther,  is 
a  youth  of  uncommon  promise,  and  has  chosen  for 
his  life  calling  the  profession  of  a  teacher.  He  is 
now  (October,  1889)  pursuing  his  studies  in  Hills- 
dale College,  Mich.,  from  which  he  expects  to  be 
graduated  in' the  spring  of  1890.  At  the  age  of 
twelve  years  he  had  mastered  a  complete  arith- 
metic, being  a  natural  mathematician,  and  never  at 
any  examination  falling  below  the  standard  mark 
— 100.  Adell,  the  daughter,  is  likewise  more  than 
ordinarily  attentive  to  her  books,  and  will  in  due 
time  attend  one  of  the  higher  institutions  of  Icarn- 

Folitically,  Mr.  Buswell  is  in  sympathy  with  the 
I'nion  Labor  parly,  and  with  his  excellent  wife 
belongs  to  the  Free-Will  Baptist  Church  at  Cuba, 
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Ri'piiblie  County.  He  takes  an  active  interest  in 
the  loniperauce  work,  and  on  this  ticket  was  elected 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  which  office  be  held  two  years. 
He  is  a  man  of  decided  views,  and  one  whose  opin- 
ions are  generally  respected.  He  was  made  the 
candidate  of  the  Union  Labor  party  for  Township 
Trustee,  but  was  defeated,  as  he  expected,  on  ac- 
count of  his  party  being  in  the  minority. 

^^PNANIAS  I).  BRILL.  A  beautiful  and  fer- 
(@^lJI     tile  farm  in  Clay  County  is   the   home  of 

//[  III  the  aboved  named  gentleman,  who  ranks 
i^  among    the    progressive    citizens    of  the 

county,  not  only  in  his  agricultural  labors,  but  in 
his  interest  in  every  movement  which  tends  to  the 
development  and  elevation  of  society,  financially, 
mentally  and  morally.  His  citizenship  in  Kansas 
dates  from  1868,  in  the  spring  of  which  year  he  be- 
came a  resident  of  Jefferson  County.  Thence  he  came 
to  this  county,  and  on  Feb.  12,  1870,  filed  claim  to 
a  homestead  of  160  acres  on  sections  25  and  26, 
Bloom  Township.  The  place  is  watered  by  the 
north  branch  of  Five  Creeks,  and  is  in  a  fine  state  of 
cultivation,  containing  all  the  improvements  which 
are  needful  to  the  work  of  general  farming,  in 
wliich  its  owner  is  engaged.  The  pleasant  and  cozy 
residence  is  located  on  section  25,  and  it,  as  well  as 
the  other  farm  buildings,  is  substantially  built. 

Mr.  Brill  comes  of  a  highly  resjjectable  family, 
both  jjarents  and  himself  having  been  born  in 
Frederick  County,  Ya.  His  own  birth  took  place 
Sept.  25,  1844,  he  being  the  youngest  of  a  family 
made  up  of  four  sons  and  five  daughters.  He  grew 
to  man's  estate  in  his  native  countj',  and  while  still 
a  single  man,  went  to  Delaware  County,  Ohio,  and 
after  a  residence  there  of  two  and  a  half  3'ears, 
during  which  time  he  was  engaged  in  farming,  came 
to  this  State. 

The  first  matrimonial  alliance  of  Mr.  Brill  was 
celebrated  in  this  county,  the  bride  being  Miss 
Carrie  Dague,  a  native  of  Lorain  County,  Ohio, 
where  her  death  occurred  after  some  years  spent  in 
this  State.  She  breathed  her  last  in  April,  187(1. 
being  then  thirty  years  old.  She  had  been  an  ac- 
tive member  of   the  German   Baptist    (Dunkard) 


Church.  She  left  one  son,  William  II.,  who  is  now 
a  resident  of  Morgan  County,  Mo. 

Mr.  Brill  was  a  second  time  married,  the  cere- 
mony taking  place  in  Five  Creeks  Township,  and 
the  bride  being  Mrs.  Izettie  White,  nee  Dutfer.  She 
was  born  in  Morgan  County,  111.,  July  7,  1859, 
and  is  a  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Delitha  (Bechnell) 
Duffer.  Her  father  was  a  native  of  Kentucky  but 
reared  in  Indiana,  and  there  married  to  a  lady 
whose  nativity  and  training  were  similar  to  his  own. 
Mrs.  Duffer  departed  this  life  in  this  county  in  1881, 
when  about  forty-five  years  of  age.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Her 
husband  still  survives  and  is  making  his  home 
with  their  daughter,  Mrs.  Brill.  The  latter  has 
spent  the  greater  part  of  her  life  in  this  State, 
being  carefully  reared  by  her  parents  with  whom 
she  remained  until  her  marriage  to  Garrison 
White.  At  his  death  she  was  left  a  widow  with 
two  children — Lou  and  Mattie — both  of  whom  are 
now  deceased.  Her  union  with  Mr.  Brill  has  re- 
sulted in  the  birth  of  five  children,  all  living  but 
Carrie  E.  The  survivors  are  Jolin  O.,  Howard  E. 
and  Mary  E.  (twins),  and  Laura  E. 

Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brill  belong  to  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Union 
Labor  party.  Both  are  highly  regarded  by  those 
around  them,  their  kindly  natures,  intelligence  and 
interest  in  every  good  work  being  felt  as  an  influ- 
ence for  good  in  the  community  where  they  have 
made  their  home. 

Benjamin  Brill,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  by 
occupation  a  farmer,  and  spent  his  entire  life  in  the 
Old  Dominion,  being  gathered  to  his  fathers  when 
quite  old.  His  wife,  Anna  Orndorff,  passed  from 
earth  when  scarcely  more  than  of  middle  age,  she 
also  having  lived  her  whole  life  in  Virginia.  The 
parents  of  both  were  Americans,  but  the  ancestry 
was  from  the  German  Empire. 

jk^  ITCHELL  D.  GUE.     It  is  seldom  the  lot 
I      \V,    of  the  biographer  to  meet  a  more  thorough 
Ij       1*  gentleman    than  he  with   whose  name  we 
*"  introduce  this  sketch.     Possessed  of  more 

than   ordinary    intelligence,  he   is   well    informed, 
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cordial  and  courteous  and  a  man  very  popular 
annong  liis  fellow  citizens.  He  is  enterprising  and 
progressive  as  a  farmer,  liberal  and  public  spirited 
as  a  citizen,  and  is  in  the  prime  of  life,  liaving 
been  born  Sept.  22,  1849. 

The  birthplace  of  Mr.  Gue  was  in  Ottawa  County, 
3Iich.,  and  his  parents  were  Mitchell  and  Lydia 
A.  (Auchmoody )  Gue.  They  were  natives  of  New 
York  State,  where  the  paternal  grandfather  was 
also  born.  The  great-grandfather  was  a  native  of 
Scotland  and  emigrated  to  America  in  time  to  have 
a  hand  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  Mrs.  Lydia  A. 
Gue  descended  from  the  first  Holland-Dutch  set- 
tlers of  New  York  State.  Mitchell,  Sr.,  followed 
farming  during  his  early  manhood  in  the  Empire 
State,  but  later  removed  to  Michigan  where  he  en- 
gaged in  the  lumber  business.  The  parental  family 
consisted  of  nine  children,  the  eldest  of  whom, 
David  v.,  who  is  married  and  has  a  family,  is  farm- 
ing in  the  vicinity'  of  Black  Lake,  Mich.;  Sarah  A. 
is  the  wife  of  Louis  Kleine,  formerly  a  physician 
of  Midland  City,  Mich.,  and  who  died  seventeen 
years  ago,  leaving  one  child ;  Albert  F.  is  unmar- 
ried and  is  engaged  as  a  manufacturer  in  Boston, 
Mass.;  Harris  B.  married  Miss  Nancy  Hayes  and  is 
the  father  of  five  children ;  he  operates  a  farm  and 
is  engaged  in  stock-raising  in  the  vicinity  of  York, 
Neb.  John  was  drowned  in  Lansing,  Mich.,  when 
two  years  old;  Mary  J.  is  the  wife  of  George  R. 
Reed,  principal  owner  and  manager  of  the  Electric 
Light  Compan3^  in  York,  Neb.;  they  have  four 
children.  Mitchell  D.,  of  this  sketch,  was  the  next 
in  order  of  birth ;  Myron  .^.  was  graduated  from  the 
law  department  of  Michigan  State  University  and 
is  a  prosecuting  attorney  of  Midland  County,  Mich. ; 
Delia  M.  is  the  widow  of  Rena  May,  a  real  estate 
dealer  of  York,  Neb.,  who  died  in  the  fall  of  1887, 
leaving  one  child. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  lived  with  his  parents 
on  a  farm  until  fifteen  years  old  then  repaired  to 
Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  to  learn  wagon-making.  He 
served  an  apprenticeship  of  two  years  and  worked 
as  a  journeyman  one  year.  At  the  expiration  of 
th«  time  he  journeyed  to  Nebraska  and  took  up  a 
homestead  of  eighty  acres  in  York  County,  upon 
which  he  labored  five  years  and  effected  considera- 
ble  improvement.     On  the  loth  of   May,  1875,  he 


was  married  tuMiss  Lilly  Minnick,  whose  father 
fell  in  the  service  of  his  countr3'  during  the  late 
war  and  whose  mother  died  in  1872  in  York,  Neb. 
Mr.  Gue  now  removed  to  Carroll  County,  Iowa, 
and  locating  in  the  town  of  that  name  was  for 
three  years  engaged  as  an  insurance  and  lightning 
rod  agent.  To  him  and  his  young  wife  there  was 
born  one  child,  a  son,  Charles  C,  and  Mrs.  Lilly 
Gue  departed  this  life  nt  their  home  in  Carroll, 
Iowa,  March  14,  1877. 

Returning  now  to  York,  Neb.,  Mr.  (iue  sojourned 
there  until  July,  1884,  then  coming'  into  Kansas, 
located  in  Haddam  and  for  two  years  operated  as  a 
dealer  in  live-stock.  In  December,  1886,  he  re- 
moved to  his  present  home  on  section  30  in  Lowe 
Township  and  now  operates  640  acres  of  land.  He 
contracted  a  second  marriage  Nov.  20,  1882,  with 
Miss  Hennie  S.,  daughter  of  Nathaniel  M.  and 
Mary  A.  (Stimpson)  Reed.  This  lady  was  born  in 
New  Hampshire  bf  parents  who  were  natives  of 
Vermont.  The  father  is  deceased,  the  mother  is  liv- 
ing. Mrs.  Gue  is  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  our  subject,  polit- 
ically, is  a  stanch  Republican.  He  has  frequently 
served  as  a  delegate  to  the  county  conventions, 
both  in  Nebraska  and  Kansas.  The  father  of  our 
subject,  departed  this  life  in  1864,  in  Michigan, 
and  the  mother  died  in  1866  at  Eastman ville,  that 
State. 


ylLLIAM  J.  WAGENROT,  one  of  the  lead- 
ers among  his  German  countr^'men  in 
Madison  Township,  Riley  County,  is  the 
owner  of  a  well-improved  farm  on  section  27  and 
has  otherwi.se  a  fair  share  of  this  world's  goods. 
He  is  more  than  ordinarily  intelligent  and  keeps 
himself  posted  upon  matters  of  general  interest. 
He  was  born  in  the  Kingdom  of  Prussia,  April  15, 
1845,  and  is  the  son  of  Martin  and  Martha  Wagen- 
rot,  who  were  natives  of  the  same  Province.  They 
emigrated  to  America  in  1850  and  settled  in  Cook 
Count}-,  111.,  where  they  spent  the  remainder  of 
their  days. 

Ten  children  were  born  to  the  parents  of  Mr. 
Wagenrot,  William  J.  being  the  sixth  in  order  of 
birth.     He  was    five   years  old    when    coming  to 
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America,  and  grew  to  man's  estate  on  the  farm  in 
Cook  County,  111.,  receiving  a  common-scbool  edu- 
cation. In  1869,  when  a  young  man  of  twenty- 
four  years,  he  came  to  Kansas  and  homcsteaded 
eighty  acres  of  land  on  section  28,  in.  Bala  Town- 
ship, where  he  entered  upon  the  carq^r  of  industry 
and  prudence,  which  has  borne  such  profitable  re- 
sults. In  due  time  he  added  to  his  possessions  and 
is  now  the  owner  of  320  acres,  his  residence  being 
on  section  27.  The  homestead  proper  comprises 
160  acres,  is  thoroughly  improved  and  embellished 
with  good  buildings,  and  its  operations  are  carried 
on  with  that  uniform  good  judgment  and  fore- 
thought which  form  the  leading  characteristics  in 
the  makeup  of  the  proprietor. 

Mr.  Wageurot  came  to  Kansas  a  poor  man  and 
lias  accumulated  all  he  possesses  since  his  residence 
here.  In  addition  to  general  farming  he  is  con- 
siderably interested  in  live  stock  which  yields  him 
handsome  returns.  Politically,  he  is  independent, 
aiming  to  support  the  men  whom  he  considers  will 
best  serve  the  interests  of  the  people.  His  family 
consists  of  his  wife  and  two  sons,  Martin  H.,  born 
Dec.  6,  1879.  and  William  J.,  born  Jan.  5,  1885. 
The  wife  and  mother  was  in  her  girlhood  Miss 
.lennie  Shorman,  of  Riley  Countj-,  and  a  native  of 
Germanj',  born  in  1860.  She  was  married  to  Mr. 
Wagenrot  Feb.  28,  1879. 

Mr.  Wagenrot  has  reason  to  be  proud  of  the  re- 
sult of  his  labors,  the  result  of  which  is  illustrated 
in  a  view  of  the  home  farm  on  another  page.  It 
will  prove  an  attractive  picture  for  his  children  to 
look  upon  in  later  years. 


W^  IHLIP  M.  BIRD,  a  practical,  substantial 
I  Jl)  farmer  has  been  eng.aged  in  agricultural 
?^  pursuits  in  Washington  Township  since 
1882.  and  is  the  possessor  of  a  farm  that 
in  point  of  Cultivation  and  improvement  compares 
favorably  with  the  best  in  this  locality.  He  was 
born  in  Petersburg,  Columbia  Co.,  Pa.,  Nov.  23, 
1825.  His  father,  William  Bird,  was  a  native  of 
New  Jersey,  and  was  there  reared  to  man's  estate. 
He  learned  the  blacksmith's  trade  at  Catawissa,  Pa., 


li 


and  followed  his  calling  in  that  state  many  years. 
He  removed  to  Iowa  about  1 857,  and  settled  in  Mt. 
Pleasant  among  its  pioneers,  and  for  a  time  engaged 
in  the  grocery  business,  and  was  appointed  City 
Weighmaster.  He  was  a  man  of  much  influence, 
enterprise  and  business  tact,  and  w.is  classed  among 
the  substantial  citizens  of  the  city.  He  died  there 
in  1874  al  a  ripe  old  age,  rounding  out  a  busy  and 
honorable  life.  The  maiden  name  of  the  mother 
of  our  subject  was  Margaret  Moyer,  and  she  was 
born  in  Pennsylvania  of  German  parentage.  She 
died  in  Mt.  Pleasant  six  years  after  her  husband's 
demise.  The  twelve  children  born  to  them  all  grew 
to  maturity. 

Their  son  Philip  of  this  sketch  passed  his  boyhood 
and  early  manhood  in  the  state  of  his  nativity,  and 
at  a  youthful  age  learned  the  trade  of  a  brickmason 
and  plasterer  at  Potteville,  Pa.,  and  pursued  that 
calling  in  Philadelphia  for  some  time.  In  1851  he 
followed  the  tide  of  emigration  westward,  traveling 
down  the  Ohio  and  up  the  Mississipi)i  to  Iowa,  and 
landing  iu  Burlington,  pushed  on  to  Mt.  Pleasant. 
At  that  lime  there  were  no  railways  west  of  Chicago, 
and  Western  Iowa  was  unsettled  by  the  whites, 
deer,  elk  and  wild  turkeys  and  other  game  roaming 
at  will  over  the  vast  rolling  prairies,  disturbed  only 
by  the  Indians,  and  Kansas  and  Nebraska  had  not 
yet  been  opened  for  settlement.  Mr.  Bird  established 
himself  at  bis  trade  in  Mt.  Pleasant,  pursuing  it  for 
seventeen  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  turned 
his  attention  to  farming,  buying  a  farm  three  miles 
north  of  the  citj'.and  while  still  following  his  trade, 
carried  on  his  farm  several  years.  In  1882,  think- 
ing that  he  could  do  still  better  on  the  fertile  soil 
of  Kansas,  he  sold  his  Iowa  property,  and  coming 
to  Washington  County,  he  invested  some  of  his 
money  in  the  farm  on  which  he  now  resides.  Its 
160  acres  are  under  the  best  of  cultivation,  neatly 
fenced  with  wire,  and  the  place  is  provided  with 
suitable  buildings  for  every  purpose. 

Jan.  28,  1852  Mr.  Bird's  marriage  with  Miss  Su- 
san Bheam  was  duly  solemnized,  and  has  proved  in 
every  way  a  happy  union.  Eight  children  complete 
their  pleasant  household  circle;  William  Clemens, 
W.  Ross,  Calvin  E.,  Estella,  Ellery  C.  G.  Thorn- 
ton, N.  Eva.  \'ictor  H.  Mrs.  Bird  was  born  in 
Cambria  County,  Pa.,  one  mile  from  Johnstown, 
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the  city  desolated  and  nearly  destroyed  by  the  brea- 
king awa^  of  a  dam  on  the  Conemaugh  River  in 
the  summer  of  1889.  Her  father,  George  Bheam. 
was  born  near  Lancaster,  Pa.  In  his  youth  he  lear- 
ned the  trade  of  a  tinner,  but  only  followed  that 
calling  a  short  time.  Before  marriage  he  settled  in 
Cambria  County,  where  he  took  up  a  tract  of  land, 
securing  his  title  from  the  state.  It  was  heavily 
timbered,  and  he  had  to  cut  away  huge  trees  of 
maiij^  centuries'  growth  to  make  room  to  build  a 
two-story  log  house,  the  dwelling  in  which  Mrs. 
Bird  was  afterward  born  and  married.  When  he 
first  settled  there  Johnstown  was  but  just  started, 
and  deer,  bear,  wild  turkeys  and  other  wild  game 
roamed  where  in  later  years  large  mills  and  found- 
eries  furnished  work  for  hundreds  of  people  and 
beautiful  homes  took  the  place  of  the  primeval  forest. 
He  cleared  a  good  farm,  and  lived  to  see  the  great 
change  noted  in  the  flourishing  city  springing  up 
one  mile  from  his  home,  with  a  population  of  up. 
wards  of  30,000  people.  His  death  occurred  on  his 
homestead  in  1879,  his  wife  surviving  him  till 
1885.  Her  maiden  name  was  Nancy  Horner,  and  she 
was  born  in  Cambria  County,  a  daughter  of  Jacob 
Horner,  a  pioneer  farmer  of  that  county  whose  farm 
joined  Johnstown,  and  thereon  he  spent  his  last 
years. 

Mr.  Bird  is  an  honest,  straightforward  man,  in 
every  waj'  worthy  of  the  respect  in  which  he  is 
held,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  exemplary  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  faithfully  li- 
ving up  to  its  teachings  as  true  Christians  ought. 
Mr.  Bird  interests  himself  in  the  political  questions 
of  the  day,  and  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Repub- 
lican party. 


►*^|— 


AVID  C.  BONAR.  This  gentleman  is 
III  one  of  the  most  thoroughly  educated  of 
^  the  residents  of  Washington  County.  He 
is  well  fitted  for  the  profession  of  a  teacher, 
which  he  adopted  in  early  manhood.  It  was  for 
some  years  his  only  occujiation,  and  he  now  te'aches 
about  seven  months  dining  the  year,  though  carry- 
ing on  a  farm.  His  hojne  is  in  Coleman  Township, 
and  is  a  neat  and   attractive  estate.     The  eighty 


acres  which  comprise  it  are  surrounded  by  good 
fences,  and  it  is  divided  into  fields  by  cross-fencing. 
There  is  an  orchard  of  sixty  apple  trees,  thirty 
peach  trees  (all  bearing),  cheny  and  crab-ap- 
l)le  trees.  Strawberries,  raspberries,  gooseberries, 
grapes,  etc.,"  have  also  been  set  out.  All  have 
been  placed  in  the  ground  by  the  hand  of  Mr.  Bo- 
nar  and  his  wife,  as  has  also  a  grove  of  ornamental 
trees  which  surrounds  the  place. 

David  C.  Bonar  is  a  native  of  Monroe  County, 
Ohio,  where  he  was  born  on  April  3,  1857.  He  is 
a  son  of  David  and  Elizabeth  (Dickey)  Bonar.  The 
parental  family  consisted  of  fourteen  children,  thir- 
teen of  whom  grew  to  maturity  and  still  survive. 
The  grandfather,  Barney  Bonar,  lived  and  died  on 
the  farm  on  which  his  father  also  was  born.  This 
estate  was  located  near  Claysville,  Washington  Co., 
Pa. 

Our  subject  was  quite  a  small  boy  when  his  par- 
ents moved  to  Illinois.  They  lived  at  Freeport 
for  three  years,  thence  removing  to  near  Fairfield, 
Iowa.  There  our  subject  received  his  preliminary 
education  and  spent  two  years  in  attendance  at  the 
High  School.  He  finished  at  Pleasant  Plain  and 
the  Presbyterian  College  of  Fairfield.  He  has  also 
attended  Normal  Schools  at  several  places,  becom- 
ing thoro\ighly  equipped  for  the  work  in  which  he 
engaged.  When  twenty-one  3'ears  of  age  he  com- 
menced business  fjr  himself.  He  left  Jefferson 
County,  and  going  to  Union  County-,  there  followed 
his  profession  for  three  years.  He  then  came  to 
this  county,  and  made  his  home  with  his  brother 
Milton,  who  is  a  resident  of  Washington  Township. 
There  he  taught  school,  the  first  summer's  work 
being  in  the  year  1881.  In  1883  he  bought  the 
land  upon  which  he  now  lives.  Thirty  acres  had 
been  broken  and  a  very  rude  log  cabin  was  built 
upon  it.  Since  its  purchase  Mr.  Bonar  has  broken 
the  rest  of  the  land,  and  erected  a  comfortable 
frame  house  and  stables,  besides  making  the  other 
improvements  noted  above.  Their  present  dwell- 
ing was  erected  in  1886,  and  is  of  pleasing  design 
and  well  built. 

After  having  spent  some  months  in  this  county. 
Mr.  Bonar  returned  to  Union  Counly,  Iowa,  and 
was  married  March  9,  1882,  to  Miss  Sadie  E.  Snod- 
grass,  of  Adair  County,  Iowa.     She  is  the  daugh- 
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tiM-  of  Albert  and  Clarinda  (Wolford)  Snodgrass. 
They  were  the  parents  of  eight  children.  Mrs. 
Bonar  was  second  in  order  of  birth,  born  Jan.  29, 
1863,  in  Union  Count}',  Ohio,  both  parents  being- 
natives  of  Ohio.  They  removed  to  Iowa  in  1878. 
Mr.  Snodgrass  was  in  the  Union  service  dur- 
ing the  late  rebellion,  enlisting  in  Company  K  13G, 
and  Company  E,  86  Ohio  regiments,  as  was  also  a 
linither,  who  was  wounded.  Mrs.  Snodgrass  had 
four  brothers  in  the  same  service.  Albert  Snod- 
grass was  the  son  of  William  and  Sarah  (Robinson) 
Snodgrass.  Mrs.  Albert  Snodgrass  is  a  daughter 
of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  (Welker)  Wolford,  of  Knox 
County,  Ohio. 

Jlrs.  Bonar  was  engaged  in  the  same  profession 
as  her  husband  at  the  time  of  their  marriage.  Dur- 
ing their  early  married  life  the}'  each  tanght 
school  away  from  home,  keeping  house  within  two 
miles  of  Lynn,  this  county.  During  one  winter 
Mrs.  Bonar  rode  Ave  and  a  half  miles  each  night 
and  morning.  She  is  a  finely  educated  and  cult- 
ured lady,  and  in  addition  to  her  scholarly  attain- 
ments is  possessed  of  housewifely  qualities.  She 
is  the  mother  of  two  children:  William  Earl,  born  in 
October,  1884;  and  Elmer  Sherman,  born  Nov.  12, 
1887. 

Mr.  Bonar  is  a  Repulilican,  and  an  active  worker 
during  campaigns.  He  belongs  to  the  Scotch 
Presbyterian  Church.  The  ancestral  stock  on  both 
sides  of  the  house  included  preachers  in  that  de- 
nomination. 


J"  AMES  A.  HESS,  a  highly  respected  citizen, 
I  although  a  bachelor,  is  the  owner  of  a  good 
i  farm,  which  has  been  brought  to  its  present 
'  condition  mainly  by  his  own  persevering 
incfustry.  It  embraces  200  acres,  most  of  which  is 
in  a  highly  productive  condition,  and  upon  which 
there  have  been  erected  the  buildings  required  for 
the  comfort  of  both  man  and  beast.  Stock-raising 
forms  a  leading  feature  in  the  operations  of  Mr. 
Hess,  who  makes  a  specialty  of  graded  cattle  and 
Poland-China  swine. 

Mr.  Hess    came    to  Riley  County  in  the  fall  of 
1879,  and  took  up  his  abode  on  section  28,  Zean- 


dale  Township,  where  he  has  since  resided.  He 
was  born  in  Walton,  Delaware  County,  N.  Y.,  Sept. 
15,  1846,  and  was  the  second  in  a  f.amily  of  five 
children,  the  offspring  of  John  and  Myra  A. 
(Moore)  Hess,  who  were  likewise  natives  of  tiie 
above-mentioned  county.  There  also  they  were 
reared,  married  and  died.  The  father  was  a  farmer 
by  occupation,  a  straightforward,  honest  man,  who 
makes  a  comfortable  living  for  his  fanaily,and  lives 
at  peace  with  his  neighbors. 

Young  Hess  was  reared  to  man's  estate  in  his 
native  county,  and  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil 
War  was  only  a  lad  of  fifteen  years.  He  was  too 
young  to  enter  the  ranks  of  the  Union  army,  but 
kept  close  watch  of  the  struggle  and  finally,  in 
February,  1864,  when  a  }'outh  of  seventeen  years, 
enlisted  in  Company  I,  3d  New  York  Cavalry,  in 
which  he  served  until  after  the  close  of  the  war, 
receiving  his  honorable  discharge  in  December. 
1865.  He  participated  in  several  of  the  cavalry 
engagements  in  fiont  of  Petersburg,  and  endured 
the  usual  hardships  and  privations  of  a  soldier's 
life.  After  being  mustered  out  at  City  Point.  Va., 
he  returned  to  his  native  county  in  New  York 
State,  and  lived  there  until  setting  out  for  the  far- 
ther West. 

In  1869  Mr.  Hess  set  his  face  toward  the  Missis- 
sippi and  established  himself  on  a  tract  of  land  in 
Caldwell  Count}',  Mo.,  where  he  engaged  in  cattle- 
feeding  for  other  parties  and  on  his  own  account. 
He  was  thus  occupied  for  a  period  of  ten  years, 
then  coming  to  Northern  Kansas  took  up  his  abode 
in  Riley  County,  of  which  he  has  since  been  a  resi- 
dent. He  is  a  man  who  kee))s  himself  well  posted 
regarding  matters  of  general  interest,  and  uni- 
formly votes  the  Republican  ticket.  He  has  held 
the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  Township 
and  School  Clerk,  and  is  in  favor  of  ever}  thing  to 
benefit  the  county  and  elevate  society. 


J^OHN  HOUSTON.     No  man  within  the  lim- 
its of  Zeandale  Township,  occupies  a  higher 
I    place  in  the  esteem   and   confidence   of  his 
I    fellow-citizens  than  Mr.  Houston.     Among 
the  other  good  things  in  life  which  have   befallen 
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him,  is  a  wife  and  helpmate  his  equal  in  all  respects 
and  who  by  her  pleasing  intelligence  has  proved 
of  no  small  assistance  in  establishing  her  husband 
upon  a  good  basis  morally  and  financially.  They 
liave  one  of  the  pleasantest  homes  in  the  township, 
and  are  surrounded  by  hosts  of  friends.  Tiieir 
property,  in  the  shape  of  a  well-regulated  farm, 
comprises  160  acres  of  land  on  section  H),  thor- 
oughly cultivated  and  embellished  with  good  build- 
ings. 

Mr.  Houston  was  born  in  County  Tyrone,  Ire- 
land, May  15,  1823.  He  lived  there  until  about 
twenty  years  old,  acquiring  a  common-school  edu- 
cation, and  the  habits  of  industry  and  frugality 
whici)  have  proved  the  secret  of  his  success  in  life. 
Not  satisfied  with  the  outlook  upon  his  native  soil 
he  decided  to  emigrate  to  America,  and  boarding  a 
sailnig-vessel  at  Londonderry,  in  due  time  landed 
in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  where  he  had  friends.  After 
visiting  with  them  a  short  time  he  proceeded  to 
Utica,  N.  Y.,  which  remained  his  home  for  ten 
years  tliereafter,  and  where  he  served  an  appren- 
ticeship as  a  machinist.  There  also  he  was  mar- 
ried, April  25,  1849,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Hutchison. 

In  1853  Mr.  Houston  removed  with  his  wife  to 
Baltimore,  Md;,  where  he  followed  his  trade  in  the 
employ  of  the  Baltimore  <fe  Ohio  Railway  Company 
until  1860.  In  the  meantime  his  wife  died,  Sept. 
25,  1858,  without  children.  In  1860  Mr.  Houston 
entered  the  employ  of  the  Government  as  a  machin- 
ist, having  charge  of  the  machine  shops  at  Ft. 
Monroe,  between  two  and  three  years.  Later  he 
was  transferred  to  the  Frankfort  Arsenal  at  Phila- 
delphia, Pa.,  and  next  was  at  Wheeling,  W.  Va., 
still  in  the  employ  of  the  same  Baltimore  &  Ohio 
Railway  Company.  He  remained  there  about  five 
and  one-half  years. 

In  Baltimore,  Md.,  on  the  13th  of  September. 
1852,  Mr.  Houston  was  a  second  time- married,  to 
Miss  Mary  Carr.  This  lady,  like  himself,  is  a  na- 
tive of  County  Tyrone,  Ireland,  and  was  born  I\Iay 
15.  1829.  She  emigrated  with  her  father  and  mother 
to  America  in  1843.  After  her  marriage  to  Mr. 
Houston  the}'  lived  for  the  following  eight  years  in 
Ft.  Monroe,  Philadelphia  and  Wheeling.  W.  Va. 
In  August,  1K70,  Mr.  Houston  came  to  Kansas  and 
entered  the  employ  of  the  Kansas  Pacific  Railway 


Company  at  Wamego,  and  in  September  was  joined 
by  his  family,  and  they  lived  tiiere  four  years. 
During  this  time  Mr.  Houston  had  charge  of  the 
round-house  at  that  place,  but  later  was  transferred 
to  Ellis,  K.an.,  and  was  made  Master  Jlechanic  of 
the  Smoky  Hill  division,  winch  position  he  occu- 
pied four  years. 

The  summer  of  1878  found  Mr.  Houston  inves- 
tigating the  agricultural  resources  of  Zeandale 
Township,  Riley  County,  with  the  view  of  settling 
upon  the  quarter  section  of  land  which  he  had 
already  purchased.  He  soon  took  up  his  abode  on 
it,  and  has  given  his  attention  to  farming  pursuits. 
He  brought  his  land  to  a  good  state  of  cultivation 
and  erected  thereon  modern  buildings,  gathered 
together  the  necessary  farm  machinery  and  live 
stock,  and  in  due  time  surr(mnded  himself  and  his 
family  with  all  the  comforts  of  life.  To  him  and 
his  e.xcellent  wife  there  have  been  born  five  chil- 
dren, the  eldest  of  whom,  William  .7..  is  agent  for 
the  Rock  Island  Railroad  at  Zeandale;  John  J.  and 
Frank  W.,  the  latter  next  to  the  youngest  child, 
died  in  infancy:  Joseph  C,  and  Frank  A.,  the 
youngest  remain  at  home  with  their  parents.  Mr. 
Houston  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Republican 
part}',  and  he  and  his  wife  are  numbered  among  the 
pillars  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 


LI'-'- 


■(I,  J>.ILLIAM  GREENWOOD,  of  Sherman 
ownslii|),  Clay  County,  when  coming  to 
the  vicinity  of  where  he  now  lives,  could 
discover  only  two  houses  on  the  main  road  to  Claj' 
Center,  and  the  present  flourishing  city  of  Clifton 
was  composed  of  three  dwellings  and  a  blacksmith 
shop.  This  statement,  perhaps,  will  best  illustrate 
the  changes  which  have  taken  place  vvitbin  a  period 
of  less  than  twenty  years.  The  early  settlers  of 
Cl.ayCounty  were  men  of  hardy  frames  and  dauntless 
courage  and  among  them  Mr.  Greenwood  deserves 
more  than  a  passing  notice.  He  did  a  large  amount 
of  pioneer  labor  and  is  now  in  the  enjoyment  of 
the  fruits  tluMecif.  having  a  line  iionie  and  all  the 
comforts  of    modern    life.     He  is  a  thorough  and 
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skillful  farmer,  a  man  zealous  in  church  work  and 
a  citizen  highly  respected  by  all  who  know  him. 

A  native  of  Jefferson  County,  Iowa,  the  subject 
uf  this  sketch  was  born  July  14,  1844.  When  a 
mere  boy  his  parents,  G.  B.  and  Dartha  (Clifton) 
Greenwood  removed  to  Mercer  Count\',  111.,  where 
they  lived  until  1865.  Then,  recrossing  the  Father 
of  Waters,  they  established  themselves  on  a  farm  in 
Davis  County,  Mo.,  but  later  went  back  to  Illinois, 
staid  there  one  year,  then,  in  1871,  came  to  Cla^- 
County,  Kan.,  and  located  on  land  near  Morgan- 
ville.  The  father  operated  on  a  rented  farm  a])Out 
throe  years,  then  purchased  the  farm  in  the  vicinity 
uf  Jamestown,  this  State,  where  he  lived  four  j-cars. 
We  next  find  him  in  Norton  County,  where  he  still 
sojourns,  and  is  spending  his  declining  years,  re- 
tired from  active  labor. 

To  the  parents  of  our  subject  there  was  born  a 
family  of  fourteen  children.  William  being  the 
eldest.  The  parents  belonged  to  the  Christian 
Cluirch  of  which  they  are  still  members  and  reared 
tlii'ir  offspring  carefully-  in  the  ways  of  truth  and 
virtue.  They  were  in  Illinois  at  the  outbreak  of 
the  Civil  War  and  on  the  22.1  of  December,  1862, 
William  enlisted  as  a  Union  soldier  in  the  11th 
Illinois  Cavalry  and  following  his  regiment  to  the 
front,  served  until  the  close  and  was  in  man3'  im- 
[lurtant  engagements.  He  was  with  the  troops 
who  followed  the  rebel  General  .Stoneman,  from 
Memphis,  Tenn.,  to  Mobile,  Ala.,  and  in  the  fort^y- 
onc  days'  siege  thereafter,  in  which  they  captured 
640  prisoners  and  two  pieces  of  artillery,  burning 
seven  miles  of  railroad  and  valuable  trestle  work. 
Later  followed  the  siege  of  Vicksburg,  during 
which  time  Mr.  Greenwood  was  detached  as  an 
Orderly  for  an  Adjutaut  General  and  acted  in  that 
eai)acity  until  his  honorable  discharge  in  Spring- 
lield,  111.,  in  1865.  He  escaped  comparatively 
unharmed,  only  receiving  a  wound  in  the  right 
hand  from  a  sabre  at  Egypt  Station. 

After  leaving  the  arm3'  Mr.  Greenwood  made  his 
way  to  Illinois  and  lived  there  until  coming  to 
Kansas.  Prior  to  his  marriage  he  horaesteaded 
160  acres  of  land  in  Cla}-  County,  which  he  solil. 
lie  took  unto  himself  a  wife  and  helpmate  in  1876. 
tiie  maiden  of  his  choice  being  Miss  Martha  J., 
dauglitcr  (if  Thomas  and  Caroline  (Seegar)  Petch. 


Mrs.  (ireenwood  was  born  Feb.  25,  1852,  in  Indiana. 
She  is  the  mother  of  five  children,  the  eldest  of 
whom,  a  daughter,  Zuda,  died  when  three  years 
old.  The  survivors  are  Bryant,  Lucretia,  Floyd, 
and  a  babe,  unnamed.  The  Greenwood  homestead 
is  eighty  acres  in  extent  and  embellished  with  a 
substantial  frame  dwelling,  a  good  barn,  corn-cribs, 
sheds,  etc.  It  is  all  fenced  and  in  a  productive 
condition  and  near  the  dwelling  have  been  planted 
fruit  and  shade  trees  which  give  it  a  homelike  ap- 
pearance. Mr.  Greenwood  keeps  a  goodly  assort- 
ment of  live  stock  but  his  land  is  mainly  devoted 
to  general  farming.  He  and  his  excellent  wife  are 
members  in  good  standing  of  the  Christian  Church, 
in  which  our  subject  ofliciates  as  an  Elder.  He 
belongs  to  the  I.  O.  0.  F.,  No.  115  at  Clay  Center, 
and  is  prominently  identified  with  the  G.  A.  R. 
.Postal  Clifton. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was 
William  Greenwood,  who  was  born  in  Scotland,  and 
who  emigrated  to  America  in  time  to  serve  in  the 
War  of  1812.  He  settled  in  Mercer  County,  111., 
during  its  pioneer  days  and  there  with  his  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Elizabeth  Legg,  spent  his 
Last  years.  The  Greenwood  familj-  has  flourished 
in  America  for  several  generations.  The  maternal 
great-grandmother  of  our  subject  was  born  in 
Germany  .and  lived  to  be  one  hundred  and  two 
years  old;  she  died  in  Illinois. 


m^^ 


jfi^  ARLOW  W.  INGRAHAM  is  one  of  the 
ill  IVi  y*^""8'  farmers  of  Riley  County,  having 
I  IS  charge  of  a  fine  and  fertile  estate  compris- 
*  ing  216    acres  on  the  Blue   River,  in  the 

northeastern  part  of  Manhattan  Township.  He  is 
thrifty  and  energetic  in  business,  and  an  intelligent, 
educated  man,  possessing  a  large  fund  of  common 
sense,  and  is  a  citizen  of  the  class  who  is  :in  honor 
to  the  county. 

Mr.  Ingraham  was  born  in  Wild  Cat  Township. 
this  county.  Jan.  9,  1865,  and  is  a  son  of  Jesse  and 
Patience  Ingraham,  whose  history  m.ay  be  found  in 
the  sketch  of  Mrs.  Patience  Ingraham,  which  occu- 
pies  a    page   elsewhere    in  this   volume.     During 
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boyhoofl  lie  attended  the  district  scliools.  and  after- 
ward spent  two  years  in  attendance  at  tlie  State 
Agricultural  College.  He  is  operating  a  farm, 
which  belongs  to  his  mother,  where  he  has  twelve 
acres  in  orchard,  having  800  trees  therein,  and 
where  he  is  successfully  carrying  on  general  farming. 
Mr.  Ingraham  was  married  at  the  early  age  of 
nineteen,  the  marriage  ceremony  being  performed 
Sept.  12,  1884.  The  young  lady  who  became  his 
bride  was  Miss  Annie  Akin,  an  attractive,  refined 
and  educated  daughter  of  J.  H.  and  Helen  (Mc- 
Curdy)  Akin,  who  are  old  settlers  of  Zeandale 
Township.  Mr.  Akin  has  for  a  number  of  years 
served  as  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  as  a  member 
of  the  School  Board  in  his  township,  where  he  is  a 
prominent  farmer  and  citizen.  Mrs.  Ingraham  is 
one  of  five  children  born  to  her  parents.  Her  eld- 
est brother,  Valdy,  is  a  farmer  in  Zeandale  Town- 
ship; he  married  Eva  Ingraham,  sister  of  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  and  they  have  two  children. 
HoUey,  Delmer  and  Pearl,  the  remaining  members  of 
the  family,  are  still  single  and  living  with  their  par- 
ents. To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  INIarlow  Ingraham  one  lit- 
tle daughter  has  been  born,  who  bears  the  name  of 
Irene. 


11^.- 


,UFUS  BERRY,  one  of  the  oldest  settlers  in 
the  southwestern  corner  of  Washington 
inty,  pre-empted  a  tract  of  land  in  Clif- 
L'ownship,  as  early  as  1870,  and  subse- 
quently laid  out  the  town  of  Clifton  in  1870.  This 
was  tlie  first  town  in  this  part  of  the  county  and 
later,  when  the  C.  B.  U.  P.,  now  Missouri  Pacific 
Railroad  was  being  built  through  this  section,  an 
impetus  was  given  to  the  place  which  well  rewarded 
the  efforts  of  its  projectors.  Mr.  Berry  has  been  ac- 
knowledged as  a  leading  spirit  in  its  progress  and 
prosperity  since  its  inception.  He  endured  the 
usual  drawbacks  of  life  on  the  frontier  but  was 
possessed  of  that  persevering  disposition  whicii  en- 
abled him  to  overcome  all  difficulties. 

Mr.  Berry  prosecuted  farming  in  connection 
with  his  other  interests  some  yoars  and  later  be- 
came a  successful  stock-raiser.     His  first  purchase 


ll^r-     the    so 

<ii\\\     Count; 

^ton  T( 


of  land  was  320  acres,  embracing  tlie  west  half  of 
section  36,  Clifton  Township,  and  later  he  pre- 
empted 160  acres  comprising  the  southeast  quarter 
of  section  35,  part  school  land,  and  part  Govern- 
ment. This  he  began  at  once  to  cultivate  and  im- 
prove, putting  up  a  house  in  the  spring  of  1870. 
The  country  began  to  be  settled  up  and  Mr.  Berry 
began  laying  out  the  town  of  Clifton  from  thirteen 
acres  which  is  now  included  in  the  new  town  site. 
He  also  owns  240  acres  on  section  11.  this  also 
being  highly  improved. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  was  born  in  far  New- 
England,  in  the  township  of  Leeds,  Kennebec 
Co.,  Me.,  Aug.  4,  1815,  His  father  was  Joseph 
Berry  and  his  paternal  grandfather,  Richard  Beriy. 
The  latter  was  the  sou  of  an  old  New  England 
family  who  were  pioneer  settlers  of  Kennebec 
County,  and  who  traced  their  ancestry  to  England. 
Richard  Berry  was  a  large  farmer  and  stock-raiser 
and  became  well-to-do.  He  met  his  death  accident- 
ally by  his  horse  falling  upon  him  while  in  a  hot 
chase  after  cattle.  He  was  then  sixty-five  years 
old.  He  was  a  prominent  man  in  his  community 
and  had  married  a  New  England  ladj-,  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Waterhouse,  who  died  at  the  age  of  about  fifty 
years  in  Kennebec  County.  Both  she  and  her  hus- 
band were  connected  with  tiie  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

Joseph  Berry  was  the  second  child  .and  eldest  son 
of  a  large  family  and  was  reared  to  farming  pursuits 
ill  his  native  county.  He  inherited  the  energetic 
disposition  of  his  father  in  a  marked  degree  and 
also  accumulated  a  fine  property.  He  was  married 
to  Miss  Lydia  Parcher,  a  native  of  his  own  county 
and  the  daughter  of  George  Parcher,  also  a  native 
of  Maine  anc|  who  had  fought  five  years  and  nine 
montlis  in  the  Revolutionarj'  War.  He  was  distin- 
guished as  a  brave  and  fearless  soldier  and  died  at 
a  good  old  age  in  his  native  State  where  he  had  be- 
come well  known  as  one  of  its  most  enterprising 
men. 

After  tlieir  marriage  Joseph  Berry  and  his  wife 
remained  residents  of  Kennebec  County,  i\Ie.,  until 
1836.  Then  leaving  New  England  they  emigrated 
to  Illinois  and  Mr.  Beriy  purchased  a  tract  of  Gov- 
crinnent  land  in  Peoria  County,  where  he  built  up  a 
beautiful  home.     There   the   wife  and  motlier  died 
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in  1858  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  j^eais.  Mr. 
Berry  in  1859  pushed  on  further  westward  into 
Iowa,  to  wiiich  State  he  had  been  preceded  by  his 
son,  Rufus  of  this  sketch,  about  four  years,  lie 
lived  witli  tlie  latter  in  Union  County  until  his  de- 
cease, whici)  occurred  in  1864,  and  when  he  had 
aattained  to  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-one  years. 
During  the  war  of  1812  he  .had  served  as  a  Ser- 
geant. Politically,  he  was  an  Abolitionist  and  a 
Keiniblican  and  operated  as  station  agent  on  the 
underground  railroad  prior  to  the  Civil  War. 
While  a  resident  of  Illinois  he  was  the  close 
frienil  of  Owen  Lovejoy,  who  sacri (iced  so  much  on 
account  of  his  opposition  to  slavery.  Joseph  Berry 
and  his  estimable  wife  were  members  of  the  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  was  the  fifth  of  nine 
children,  four  sons  and  five  daughters,  born  to 
his  parents,  one  of  whom  died  young.  Eight  of 
the  survivors  were  married  and  seven  had  families. 
Five  of  the  number  are  still  living,  being  in  point 
of  age  quite  remarkable.  The  eldest  is  eighty-one 
years  old  and  the  3'oungest  sixty-four.  They  were 
all  carefully  reared,  receiving  a  common  school  ed- 
ucation. Rufus,  our  subject,  accompanied  the 
family  to  Peoria  County,  111.  in  1836,  and  three 
years  later,  on  the  1st  of  January,  1839,  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Caroline  Humphrey.  This 
lady  was  born  in  Bradford  County,  Pa.,  June  16, 
1821,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Stephen  D.  and  Al- 
mira  (Gorham)  Humphrey,  who  were  natives  of 
Connecticut  and  of  New  England  ancestry.  Mr. 
and  Mrs  Humphrey  were  reared  and  married  in 
their  native  State  and  later  settled  in  Bradford 
County,  Pa.,  where  they  became  well-to-do.  Sub- 
sequently they  removed  to  Mt.  Vernon,  Ohio,  and 
later,  in  1836,  to  Peoria  County,  111.,  where  the 
father  was  very  successful  financially,  and  became 
the  owner  of  a  valuable  farm.  Finally,  selling  out 
their  beautiful  homestead  they  removed  to  Em- 
poria, Kan., and  Mr.  Humphre3-  during  the  destruc- 
tion of  his  residence  by  fire,  was  so  seriously 
burned  that  he  never  full3- recovered,  dying  in  1861. 
His  faithful  wife,  who  attended  him  night  and  day. 
succumbed  to  weariness  and  exhaustion  and  died 
prior  to  the  decease  of  her  husband. 

Mrs.  Herrv   w.is   the  eldest  child  of  her  parents. 


whose  family  consisted  of  seven  children,  six  of 
whom  are  living.  She  was  carefully  reared  and  re- 
ceived a  common  school  education,  remaining  under 
the  home  roof  until  her  marriage.  Of  her  union  with 
our  subject  there  have  been  born  ten  children: 
Almira  became  the  wife  of  G.  W.  Hay  and  died 
leaving  five  daughters;  Columbia,  became  the  wife 
of  Mr.  Ha\',  and  died  leaving  two  children;  Orrin 
died  at  the  age  of  thirteen  years  from  the  kick  of  a 
vicious  horse;  Frances  died  when  thirteen  years  old ; 
Charles  died  in  childhood;  Rufus  Jr.  married  Miss 
Olive  Burk  and  operates  the  homestead  of  his 
father;  Lydia  is  the  wife  of  G.  T.  B.  I  man,  a  far- 
mer of  Sheridan  Township;  Luna  is  the  wife  of  G. 
C.  Miller,  a  grain  dealer  at  Clifton;  Laura  Maj- 
married  John  Millard  and  they  live  on  one  of  Mr. 
Berrj's  farms  in  Clifton  Township;  and  an  infant 
unnamed,  who  died.  Mr.  Berr^-,  politically,  is  a 
sound  Republican,  but  has  no  aspirations  for  ofHce 
and  meddles  very  little  with  affairs  outside  of  his 
own  domiain. 
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ILBERT  PERREAl'LT.  Among  the  pleas- 
ant homes  in  the  agricultural  districts  of 
I  Clay  County,  that  of  the  above-named 
gentleman  deserves  mention.  It  is  situated  in 
Bloom  Township  and  is  in  an  excellent  state  of  im- 
provement, furnished  with  substantial  buildings, 
including  a  very  comfortable  dwelling,  and  is  well 
stocked.  The  estate  comprises  160  broad  and  fer- 
tile acres,  thoroughl}'  cultivated  by  its  owner,  who, 
having  been  trained  to  a  farm  life,  has  all  the  quali- 
ties of  a  practical  agriculturalist. 

Mr.  Perreault  became  a  resident  of  the  glorious 
state  of  Kansas  in  1882,  coming  to  it  from  Kanka- 
kee Count}%  111., where  he  had  lived  on  a  farm  from 
1853  to  the  latter  date.  He  is  of  Canadian  birth 
and  French  ancestry,  and  was  born  thirty  miles 
from  Montreal,  where  his  parents  li  ve<l  many  years, 
their  deaths  taking  place  there  when  they  were  ripe 
in  years.  Both  parents  were  devoted  adherents  of 
the  faith  of  the  French  Catholic  Cluuch.  Their 
family  comprised  fifteen  children,  ten  of  whom 
lived  to  years  of  maturity  and  the  ui.-ijority  of 
whom  are  now  married. 
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After  arriving  at  man's  estate, '.the  gentleman  of 
whom  we  write  was  united  in  marriage  witli  Miss 
Victoria  Marsandt,  who  was  also  born  near  Mon- 
treal and  there  reared  and  educated.  She  has  been 
by  her  husband's  side  in  all  his  worthy  efforts  to 
increase  their  worldly  prosperity  and  comfort,  and 
has  been  a  loving  helpmate  and  mother.  She 
has  borne  fifteen  children,  five  of  them  being 
now  deceased.  All  died  3'oung  except  one,  who 
passed  away  when  seventeen  years  old.  The  living 
are  John,  Thomas,  .John  B.,  Joseph,  George,  Zeb., 
Charles,  Odie,  Alexine,  and  Delphine.  All  are 
married  except  Joseph  and  George.  The  parents 
of  Mrs.  Perreanlt  were  ver}'  early  settlers  in  this 
township,  and  are  now  living  on  tiieir  homestead 
here,  being  among  the  oldest  residents  in  the 
count3'  and  still  active  and  vigorous. 

Mr.  Perreault  votes  with  the  Union  Labor  parly, 
that  political  body  embodying  the  principles  which 
seem  to  him  best  adapted  to  increase  the  prosperity 
of  this  broad  land.  Mrs.  Perreault  is  a  member  of 
the  Advent  Church.  Among  the  citizens  of  this 
vicinity,  by  whom  their  good  qualities  are;known, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Perreault  are  highly  regarded  as  lioth 
private  individuals  and  neighbors. 


C/i^  HARLES  WEBER,  Justice  of  the  Peace  at 
Hanover,  AVashington  County, also  an  ice 
z''  dealer  and  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits, 
owns  and  operates  a  fine  farm  two  miles  east  of  the 
city,  but  makes  his  home  in  the  latter.  He  is  a  na- 
tive of  Illinois,  having  been  born  in  Naperville, 
Cook  Countj',  Sept.  (5,  1855.  Two  years  later  his 
parents  came  to  Kansas,  settling  in  the  infant  cit3' 
of    Leavenworth. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  Christian  Weber, 
a  native  of  Germany,  who  was  born  Aug.  15,  1822. 
He  emigrated  to  America  when  a  young  man,  set- 
tling first  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  Md.  He  was 
there  married  to  Miss  P^lizabeth  Payed,  after  wliich 
he  emigrated  to  Illinois  and  engaged  as  a  butcher 
.at  Naperville.  After  coming  West  they  remained 
residents  of  Leavenworth  for  many  years,  but 
later  removed  to  Hanover,  Kan.,  where  they  now 
reside.     They  had  a   family  of   eight  ciiildren,  live 


of  whom  are  living.  Carrie  is  the  wife  of  John  K. 
Winkleman  and  they  live  in  Arkansas;  Emma  be- 
came the  wife  of  Jacob  Straub  of  Marysville, 
Kan.,  and  they  are  residents  of  Hanover ;  Charles, 
our  subject,  is  the  next  living  in  order  of  birth; 
Edward  is  represented  on  another  page  in  this  vol- 
ume; Paulina  is  the  wife  of  Mr.  A.  Bause  of  Barnes, 
this  State.  The  wife  and  mother  died  at  her  home 
in  Hanover,  July  2.3,  1889,  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine 
years  and  one  month. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  a  practical 
education  in  the  common  schools  of  Leavenworth 
and  worked  with  his  father  until  1874.  Then  com- 
ing to  Kansas  he  settled  in  Hanover  and  for  two 
years  thereafter  was  in  the  employ  of  a  railroad 
company.  At  the  expiration  of  this  lime  he  es- 
tablished his  butcher  shop  and  was  soon  joined  by 
his  father  who  assisted  him  in  the  business.  He  was 
recognized  as  an  intelligent  member  of  the  com- 
munity and  at  the  time  of  grading  the  raili'oad 
was  elected  City  Marshal.  For  six  years  lie  served 
as  Constable.  He  established  the  first  ice  business 
in  Hanover  and  still  has  the  monopoly,  being  the 
only  ice  dealer  in  the  place. 

Mr.  Weber  was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace  in 
1888  and  is  still  serving  the  people  acceptably  in 
this  capacity.  He  was  for  four  years  the  Deputy 
Sheriff  of  Washington  County.  The  positions  of 
trust  and  responsibility  which  he  has  filled  indicate 
in  a  marked  degree  his  character  and  the  esteem 
and  confidence  in  which  he  is  held  by  his  fellow- 
citizens.  He  was  married  on  the  1st  of  May,  1878, 
to  Miss  Emma  Kerh.art  of  Marshall  Count}-,  this 
State,  and  there  have  been  born  to  them  four  chil- 
dren, all  living,  Charles,  Myrtle,  May  and  Ida.  Mr. 
Weber  is  fond  and  proud  of  his  family  and  intends 
that  his  children  shall  enjoy  the  best  advantages, 
educationally,  which  he  is  able  to  give  them.  He 
affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party  and  has  for 
some  time  been  Chief  of  the  Fire  Department  of 
Hanover.  A  man  so  industrious  can  scarcely'  be  in- 
different to  the  labor  question  and  Mr.  Weber  is 
accordingly  iH'ominently  identified  with  the  A.  O. 
U.  AV. 

Mrs.  Anna  (Koiiiarc)  Weber  was  born  in  the 
kingdom  of  Bohemia,  May  1,  1860,  and  came  to 
America    with  her    father,   Frank    Kerharl,    about 
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1866.  The  latter  settled  in  Iowa,  but  removed  to 
Marshall  County,  Kan.  in  1869.  He  was  a  farmer 
by  occupation  and  followed  this  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  Aug.  15,  1888  from  the  kick  of  a 
horse.  The  mother  and  her  family  are  still  resi- 
dents of  Marshall  County,  occupying  the  old  home- 
stead. 
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^^  OLOMON  WHITNEY,  who  is  well  known 
^^^^  to  the  early  residents  of  Manhattan  Town. 
|^£^  ship,  looked  upon  Kansas  during  its  pio- 
neer days  and  has  contributed  his  quota  to 
her  growth  and  development.  He  was  horn  fifty- 
seven  }-ears  ago,  March  10,  1832,  in  Whitingham. 
\'t.,  and  is  the  son  of  Solomon,  Sr.,  and  .Sybil 
(Arms)  Whitney  who  were  likewise  natives  of  the 
Green  Mountain  State.  The  family  is  an  old  and 
liiglily  respei-ted  one  and  the  paternal  grandfather 
of  Solomon  signified  his  patriotism  in  the  Colonial 
days  bj-  serving  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  during 
which  he  participated  in  the  battle  of  Bennington 
and  other  important  engagements. 

To  Solomon  and  .Sybil  Whitnej'  there  was  born 
a  familj-  of  nine  children,  tlie  eldest  of  whom,  a 
<laughter,  Emily, became  the  wife  of  Henr}^  Closson^ 
a  i)racticing  lawyer  of  Springfield,  Mass..  and  died 
in  the  winter  of  1888  leaving  four  children.  Electa 
(lied  at  Mt.  Air}'  near  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  about  1887; 
she  was  the  wife  of  Enoch  Jacobs,  a  minister  of 
the  Congregational  Church,  and  ex-American  Con- 
sul to  Rio  Janiero,  Brazil.  LjMBan  died  in  1882 
in  Sunderland.  Mass. ;  he  was  a  farmer  and  local 
preacher  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church;  he 
married  Miss  Emeline,  sister  of  Isaac  T.  Goodnow, 
a  prominent  citizen  of  Riley  County,  and  a  sketch 
of  wliom  appears  elsewhere  in  this  volume  ;slie  died 
in  18G6;  their  two  children  are  both  deceased. 
Henry,  Charles  and  Frank  died  in  early  childhood ; 
Lucy  married  Milo  Crosby  and  died  when  about 
t\)rty  years  old  in  Wilmington,  Vt.,  leaving  five 
children.  Jane  died  unmarried  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years;  Ann  is  the  wife  of  Stephen  French,  a  re- 
tired capitalist  of  Orange,  Mass. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in  his  native 
State  until  a  youth  of  sixteen  years  and  attended 
Whitingham  Academy  two  years.     Later  lie  was  a 


student  in  the  Providence  Conference  Seminary  at 
j    East  Greenwhich,  R.  I.,  three  terms.    Subsequently 
he  taught  school  seventeen   terms.     Shortly  before 
reaching   his  twentieth  year    he    was    married    in 
I   April,  18.52,  to  Miss    Sarah  Chase  at  Little  Comp- 
i   ton,  R.  I.  In  1866,  leaving  New  England,  he  made 
his  way  to  the  young  State  of  Kansas  and  spent  his 
I   first  }-ear  traveling  for  a  school  furniture  establish- 
ment, making  his  headquarters  in  St.  George,  Pot- 
tawatomie County.     The  following  year  he  rented 
land  in  Manhattan   Township,   Riley   County,  and 
j    engaged  in  farming.     From    1869    to   1874  he  was 
in  the  employ  of  the  Missouri,  Kansas  and  Texas 
Riiilroad  Company  as  a  surveyor.     In  the  mean- 
time he  lived  one  year  in  St.  Louis  and  wa.s  also  in 
Hannibal.  Mo. 

Mr.  Whitney  settled  on  iiis  present  place  in  the 
spring  of  1870.  It  is  finely  located  on  section  2, 
four  miles  northwest  of  Manhattan  and  comprises 
eighty  acres  of  well-developed  land.  Mr.  Whitnej' 
has  set  out  an  orchard  of  500  trees  and  500  grape 
vines.  He  has  a  very  pleasant  homestead  and  is 
in  the  enjoyment  of  a  comfortable  income.  He 
possesses  considerable  inventive  genius  and  has 
■  recently'  patented  a  horizontal  rotary  cylindrical 
churn  with  a  stationary  dasher,  which  is  attracting 
much  attention  among  farmers  and  daiiymen.  The 
dasher  is  so  constructed  as  to  be  stationary'  in  the 
upper  part  of  the  churn  which  revolves  around  it. 
causing  the  cream  to  fall  in  a  steady  cataract  to  the 
I  bottom.  In  competition  with  other  ciiurns  it  has 
I  distanced  them  to  the  extent  of  producing  butter 
in  five  minutes  against  ten  minutes,  the  best  time 
made  by  any  of  its  predecessors.  Mr.  Whitney  may 
reasonably  expect  to  realize  handsomely  from  this 
contrivance. 

Mrs.  Sarah  (Chase)  Whitney  departed  this  life  at 
her  home  in  Manhattan,  June  21.  1879.  Of  her 
marriage  with  our  subject  there  have  been  born 
seven  children,  the  eldest  of  whom,  a  daughter, 
Ella  J.,  became  the  wife  of  Henry  Hougham,  sou 
of  Prof.  J.  S.  Hougham.  a  sketcli  of  whom  appears 
elsewhere  in  this  work;  he  is  a  carpenter  and 
builder  and  resides  in  Manhattan;  they  have  five 
children.  Hattie  E.  married  Cyrus  Foltz,  a  farmer 
of  Zeandale  Towiislii()  and  they  have  two  children. 
Willard  A.  married    Miss   Al)l)ie    Hiowniiig;  he    is 
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farming  in  Manhattan  Township,  and  they  have 
six  boj'S.  Genevieve  married  J.  S.  Cunningham,  a 
farmer  of  Parallel.  Washington  Count}-,  and  tliey 
have  four  children;  Sarah  C.  is  the  wife  of  Walter 
Taylor,  member  of  the  firm  of  Taylor  Bros.,  drug- 
gists, Manhattan;  Bertha  E.  resides  in  Orange, 
Mass.;  Jessie  C.  is  at  home  with  her  father. 

The  present  wife  of  Mr.  Whitney,  to  whom  he 
was  married  Jan.  21,  1879,  was  formerly  Mrs.  Lucy 
(Crosby)  Cozad,  widow  of  Dudley  Cozad  of  Cleve- 
land, Ohio.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cozad  there  were 
born  three  children,  Andrew,  Clarence  and  Arthur. 

Mrs.  Whitney  is  a  highly  respected  lady  and  a 
member  in  good  standing  of  the  Congregational 
Church.  Mr.  Whitney,  socially,  belongs  to  the 
Knights  of  Honor  at  Manhattan.  He  is  a  sound 
Republican,  politically,  quite  prominent  in  his 
party  and  is  frequently  sent  as  a  delegate  to  the 
County  and  Congressional  Conventions. 

A  portrait  of  this  worthj'  and  well-respected  cit- 
izen occupies  another  page  of  this  volume. 


'I^-)EV.  WILLIAM  KNIFE,  a  farmer  and 
IjWf  preacher  combined,  is  equally  successful  in 
<i\  ^\  both  fields  of  labor  and  is  one  of  the  self- 
^^  made  men  of  Riley  County  who  has  con- 
tributed his  full  (juota  to  its  growth  and 
development.  A  man  of  quiet  manners,  he -yet 
possesses  great  force  of  character  and  telling  en- 
ergy. He  has  been  an  extensive  reader  and  a  close 
student  and  possesses  a  strong,  active  and  vigorous 
mind  while  his  genial  and  courteous  disposition  at- 
tracts to  him  friends  wherever  he  goes.  He  has  a 
pleasant  home,  with  a  charming  family  of  sons  and 
daughters  who  have  been  given  liberal  educational 
advantages  and  possess  culture  and  refinement  in  a 
marked  degree.  His  well-regulated  farm  compris- 
ing 160  acres  of  land,  is  finely  situated  on  section 
1 ,  Manhattan  Township,  and  is  improved  with  good 
buildings  and  supplied  with  modern  machinery. 
Mr.  Knipe  has  been  connected  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  since  about  1843. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  Sept.  28, 
1827,  in  Wayne  County,  Ind.,  and  is  the  son  of 
John  and  Jemima  (Jackson)  Knipe,  who  were  na- 


tives respectively  of  England  and  North  Carolina. 
The  father  emigrated  to  America  in  early  manhood 
and  settled  in  AVayne  County,  Ind.,  where  he  was 
married   and  engaged    in    farming.     The  children 

I  born  to  himself  and  his  excellent  partner  are  re- 
corded as  follows:     The  eldest  a  daughter,  Ann, 

!  married  James  Fleming,  became  the  mother  of  a 
family  and   died   near   Noblesville,  Ind.;  Margaret, 

j  J  '  >  r. 

i  the  widow  of  Joseph  Swafford,  is  living  in  Winter- 
set,  Iowa;  Susannah,  the  widow  of  John  Knoll,  a 
farmer  and  tailor  combined,  is  the  mother  of    ten 

I  children  and  lives  in  Owen  County,  Ind.;  Dorothea 
married  James  Begole,  a  farmer,  and  lives  in 
Michigan;  Thomas  died  in  Iowa,  leaving  a  wife 
and  familj';  John  died  about  1860  in  Owen  County, 
Ind. ;  he  had  married  Miss  Nancy  Goff  and  left  a 
family.  Agnes  married  Daniel  Shoppie  and  is  now 
a  widow,  living  in  Owen  County,  Ind.;  Jane  mar- 
ried a  Mr.  Kelly,  who  died  in  Missouri;  he  served 
in  an  Iowa  regiment  during  the  late  Civil  War. 
Sanford  married  Emily  Kelly,  who  died  leaving  two 
children,  and  he  lives  in  Osborn  County-,  this  State, 
with  his  second  wife. 

William  Knipe  lived  on  a  farm  until  reaching 
man's  estate,  attending  the  district  school.  In  the 
meantime  his  mother  died  when  he  was  about  seven 
or  eight  years  old  and  his  father  died  in  1843, 
when  he  was  a  youth  of  sixteen  years.  He  left 
home  when  fifteen  j-ears  old  and  since  that  time  has 
been  dependent  on  his  own  resources.  Upon  the 
breaking  out  of  the  Mexican  War  he  enlisted  in  the 
army,  serving  in  the  1st  Indiana  Infantr}',  although 
not  seeing  any  active  fighting.  When  the  war  was 
ended  he  returned  to  the  Hoosier  State  and  operated 
on  rented  land  until  he  v^as  enabled  to  buy  a  small 
farm  in  Putnam  County.  He  remained  upon  this 
two  years,  then  removed  to  a  point  five  miles  east 
of  Elgin,  in  Cook  County,  111.,  where  he  lived  one 
year.  Then  returning  to  Indiana  he  came  thence 
to  Kansas  in  1857,  settling  on  land  which  he  pre- 
empted near  Holton,  Jackson  County.  To  his  first 
160  acres  he  added  by  subsequent  purchase  until 
he  became  the  owner  of  520  acres. 

Mr.  Knipe  first  came  to  Rile}'  County  in  1801, 
and  purchased  a  small  tract  of  land  in  Manhattan 
Township,  upon  which  he  put  up  a  residence  now 
owned  by  Rev.  Washington  Marlatt.     He  occupied 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


877 


this  until  1863,  then  selling  out  he  commenced  the 
ministry  as  a  local  preacher  in  1858.  He  was  or- 
dained a  Deacon  in  1862,  at  W3'andotte,  by  Bishop 
Simpson,  and  was  made  an  Elder  in  1865  by  Bishop 
Baker.  He  continued  preaching  at  various  places 
tliereafter,  and  in  the  meantime  was  assigned  to 
regular  charges  in  Holton,  Ft.  Riley,  Circleville, 
Frankfort,  Riley,  Garrison,  Blue  Valley,  Rock 
Creek,  Wamego  and  Manhattan,  as  a  member  of 
the  Kansas  Conference.  He  labored  faithfully  in 
the  Master's  vineyard  and  in  1876  was  lilaced  on 
the  superannuated  list.  Since  that  time  he  has 
turned  his  attention  to  farming  pursuits. 

Beside  his  homestead  of  160  acres  which  he  pur- 
chased in  1871.  Mr.  Knipe  has  also  630  acres  in 
(ireen  Township,  Pottawatomie  County.  This  lat- 
ter is  operated  as  a  stock  farm  upon  which  are 
raised  and  fed  horses,  cattle  and  swine  for  the  mar- 
ket. Mr.  Knipe  is  a  successful  breeder  of  Short- 
liorn  and  grade  cattle,  also  high  grade  Norman 
horses  and  roadsters.  He  occupies  a  very  hand- 
some two-story  frame  residence,  with  outbuildings, 
a  stable,  corn-cribs  and  cattle  sheds.  The  farm  is 
substantially  fenced  and  the  land  brought  to  a  high 
state  of  cultivation.  A  large  apple  orchard  fur- 
nishes in  its  season  considerably  more  than  the 
fruits  of  , this  kind  required  for  the  family  use. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Knipe  with  Miss  Lucy  A. 
Branham  was  celebrated  at  the  bride's  home  in  In- 
diana, by  the  Rev.  John  P.  Sinclair,  Dec.  26,  1847. 
This  lady  was  born  April  30,  1830,  in  Indiana,  and 
is  the  daughter  of  Berry  and  Elizabeth  M.  (St. 
(;iair)  Branham,  the  latter  of  whom  was  a  native  of 
Putnam  Count}',  Ind.,  and  the  daughter  of  parents 
who  were  born  in  Kentucky.  The  ten  children 
born  of  this  union  are  recorded  as  follows:  Susan- 
nah J.  became  the  wife  of  Orville  McClung  and 
(lied  at  home  in  November,  1873;  Mary  Elizabeth 
married  p]zekiel  Harris  and  died  in  Pottawatomie 
County  in  April,  1881;  Laura  Belle  married  J.  W. 
Hall,  a  farmer,  and  they  reside  near  Riley  Center, 
l)eing  the  parents  of  five  children;  William  Asbury 
married  Lillian  Paddleford  and  is  the  father  of  six 
children;  he  is  in  Oklahoma.  Lucy  Ann  is  the 
wife  of  B.  F.  Sweet,  a  farmer  of  Montgomery 
County,  this  State,  and  they  have  three  children; 
George  1).   follows  the  profession   of  a  teacher  in 


Manhattan;  Charles  Albert  is  in  Oklahoma;  Al- 
phonso  B.  died  in  1871.  aged  four  years;  Emma 
Maude  and  Harrett  Eusebia  are  unmarried  and  at 
home  with  their  parents.  Mr.  Knipe,  politically, 
is  a  sound  Republican,  active  in  his  party  and  fre- 
quently serves  as  a  delegate  to  the  county  conven- 
tions. In  .Jackson  County  he  served  as  Justice  of 
the  Peace  and  Township  Treasurer. 


^?^,EORGE  A.  HOWLAND,  of  Clay  Centre 
III  ^— ,  Cla}'  County,  is  now  retired  from  active 
■^^Jl  pursuits,  except  what  is  needful  in  the  gen- 
eral oversight  of  his  property  and  the  business  in 
which  he  has  an  interest.  He  is  quite  an  extensive 
property  owner  in  this.  Washington,  Graham,  and 
Rooks  counties. 

Mr.  ITowland  was  born  in  Onondaga  County,  N. 
Y..  March  27,  1848,  and  there  lived  till  maturit}-, 
obtaining  a  good  education  in  that  county.  After 
receiving  his  education  he  remained  on  the  pater- 
nal homestead  until  1868.  In  1875  he  went  to  the 
Pacific  coast.  For  two  years  he  was  engaged  in 
the  milk  business  in  San  Francisco,  after  which  he 
returned  to  New  York.  In  the  spring  of  1878  he 
came  to  Kansas,  first  locating  where  Idana  is  now 
situated.  He  bought  a  farm  there  and  was  inter- 
ested with  the  railroad  in  locating  the  town.  They 
held  their  own  town  site,  and  themselves  sold  lots. 

At  Idana  Mr.  Howland  lived  seven  years,  during 
that  time  giving  the  right  of  way  to  the  railroad 
to  have  a  side-track  and  stock-^^ards  maintained, 
and  when  the  town  had  attained  sufficient  size,  the 
company  built  a  depot.  Mr.  Howland  was  engaged 
in  handling  both  stock  and  grain,  erecting  an  ele- 
vator, which  he  continued  to  own  and  operate  till 
the  summer  of  1889,  it  being  the  first  and  only  one 
there.  In  the  summer  of  1884  he  sold  his  other 
property  in  Idana  and  bought  in  Clay  Center, 
living  a  quiet  and  retired  life,  only  engaged  as  be- 
fore stated  in  the  oversight  of  his  affairs. 

Mr.  Howland  is  one  of  the  wealthy  men  of   this 

city,  owning  980  acres  of  farm  land,  store  property 

in  Morganville,  property  in  Washington,  and  real 

i   estate  in  Clay  Center,     When  twenty -one  years  old 
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Mr.  Howland  harl  $840,  and  from  that  capital  he 
has,  by  energy  and  business  alji'lity,  made  the  6ne 
property  he  owns  to-day. 

At  tlie  home  of  tlie  bride  in  Jordan,  N.  Y.,  the 
gentleman  of  whom  we  write  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Ida  V.  Nicolls,  the  ceremony 
taking  place  Feb.  7,  1878.  The  bride  was  born  in 
that  city  on  Dec.  15,  1858.  and  is  a  daughter  of  an 
old  resident  of  that  county.  To  Mr.  Howland  and 
his  estimable  wife  two  children  have  been  born. 
They  bear  the  names  of  Reba  and  Ruth,  and  will 
receive  all  the  advantages  that  parental  love  and 
abundant  means  can  sui^ply. 

James  Howland,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Maine,  and  while  still  a  young  man  went  to 
western  Xew  York,  where  lie  married  Miss  Eliza 
Rhodes.  He  was  an  early  farmer^  in  that  section, 
where  he  spent  the  rest  of  his  life,  dying  there  in 
February,  1850.  His  widow  still  survives,  having 
now  reached  the  age  of  eighty-two  years.  They 
had  a  family  of  nine  children,  five  of  whom  still 
live. 

Mr.  Howland  liolds  the  unifornied  rank  in  the  L 
O.  O.  F.  He  is  a  director  in  the  People's  National 
Bank,  of  Clay  Center.  A  man  of  strict  probity  in 
business  transactions,  of  excellent  private  char- 
acter, and  of  pleasant,  cordial  manners,  Mr.  How- 
land is  a  representative  citizen  of  the  county. 


VIVJLLIAM  P.  FUNNELL.  Among  those 
Ijj  who  have  l)een  instrumental  in  building  up 
'I  the  business  interests  of  Clifton.  "Washing- 
ton County,  Mr.  Funnell  is  worthy  of  special 
mention.  Tlie  firm  of  William  Funnell  iV  Sons 
has  become  widely  and  favorably  known  through- 
out Clifton  Township  and  vicinity,  and  in  their  ca- 
pacity as  general  merchants  they  have  attained  to 
a  high  standing  in  their  community.  They  have  a 
well-regulated  store  with  an  entrance  upon  each 
street  leading  into  the  dry-goods  department  which 
is  60x24  feet  in  dimensions.  They  keep  a  finely 
selected  stock  of  dry-goods;  while  adjoining  is 
the  grocery  department,  occupying  an  area  of 
56x28  feet.  The  whole  is  conducted  systematically 
and  in  good  order  and  the  firm  does  a  business 
amounting  to  about  $50,000  annually. 


William  Funnell  Sr.,  established  the  business 
above  mentioned  in  1  871, in  a  manner  corresponding 
to  his  means  and  surroundings.  Clifton  was  then 
in  its  infancy  and  side  b}'  side  with  the  growing 
town,  the  business  of  Mr.  Funnell  broadened  and 
extended  and  by  degrees  he  was  obliged  to  enlarge 
liis  facilities  accordingly.  The  firm  removed  to  its 
present  quarters  in  1879,  and  in  1883  the  building 
was  enlarged  by  the  addition  of  the  west  store 
room.  Two  3'ears  later  the  father  retired  from  ac- 
tive business  which  has  since  been  conducted  by 
William  P.  and  his  brother  Henrj'. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  while  his 
parents,  who  were  English  people  (see  biogra[)hy 
of  C.  C.  Funnell,  elsewhere  in  this  work),  were  re- 
siding on  the  English  Channel,  in  Waterford,  Ire- 
land, Dec.  3,  1853.  Six  weeks  later  they  went  back 
to  England  where  they  lived  until  William  P.  was 
a  lad  of  eight  years.  They  then  emigrated  to  the 
United  States  and  located  near  Letts,  Louisa  Co., 
Iowa.  They  lived  there  only  a  few  years,  however, 
then  returned  to  England  where  William  P.  com- 
pleted his  education.  His  progressive  ideas  and 
Ins  ambition  decided  liim  upon  making  a  perma- 
nent home  in  the  United  States  and  he  accordingly 
came  back  in  1869.  again  taking  up  his  residence  in 
Letts,  Iowa.  Thence  a  3'ear  later,  in  1870,  he  came 
to  Kansas  and  for  two  j'ears  was  in  the  emplo}'  of 
his  uncle,  C4eorge  Funnell,  whose  biography  appears 
on  another  page. 

At  the  expiration  of  this  time,  wishing  to  in- 
crease his  store  of  knowledge  Mr.  Funnell  entered 
the  Manhattan  Agricultural  College  and  after  a 
thorough  course  of  study  returned  to  Clifton  and 
occupied  himself  as  a  clerk  in  his  father's  store  un- 
til 1879,  during  which  year  he  became  a  member 
of  the  present  firm.  He  has  since  given  his  entire 
attention  to  the  dry -goods  trade,  keeping  himself 
well-informed  as  to  its  fluctuations  and  all  the 
other  details  of  the  business  which  are  necessary  to 
successful  results.  He  has  done  a  large  amount  of 
hard  work,  buying  his  own  goods  in  New  York 
City,  which  he  visits  about  twice  a  year. 

Mr.  Funnell  was  married  to  Miss  Elmina  Green, 
who  was  born  in  the  State  of  Maine,  July  20, 1858, 
.and  came  to  Kansas  in  her  childhood  days,  with  her 
parents.     The  latter  were  earl}-  settlers  of    Wash- 
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iii<>ton  County,  Kan.,  but  later  removed  farther 
west  in  the  State  and  are  now  living  upon  a  farm. 
Of  this  union  there  have  been  born  three  children. 
Walter  M.,  Gertrude  E.  and  Charles  E.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Funnell  are  members  in  good  standing-  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  (Church,  in  which  Mr.  Funnell 
(ifticiates  as  Steward  and  leader  of  the  choir.  Socially 
he  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  belong- 
ing to  Blue  Lodge,  No.  122  at  Clifton.  He  is  also 
a  charter  member  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  in  which  he 
i)as  been  Recorder  three  years.  He  is  a  straight 
Republican,  politically,  and  for  ten  years  iield  the 
position  of  Postmaster  in  Clifton.  He  occupies  a 
position  in  the  front  ranks  among  its  public-spirited 
and  liberal-minded  men. 

JUDGE  ROBERT  J.  HARPER,  a  resident 
of  Manhattan,  stands  among  the  foremost 
I  men  of  mark  who  liave  been  conspicuous  in 
'  the  public  life  of  Riley  County  since  its 
pioneer  days.  He  is  well  known  througliout 
the  State,  and  among  an  extensive  acquaintance  no 
one  is  held  in  greater  honor  and  trust,  or  has  a 
warmer  place  in  the  hearts  of  the  people  than  he. 
He  was  an  otficer  in  the  Federal  Army,  during  the 
late  war,  and  served  his  country  with  distinguished 
ability  in  several  responsible  positions,  a  part  of 
tlie  lime  as  aide  on  the  staffs  of  Generals  McKane, 
Sykes  and  Blunt.  In  186G  he  was  elected  Clerk 
of  the  District  Court  and  Judge  of  Probate  for 
Riley  County.  He  held  the  clerkship  for  twenty- 
two  years,  and  is  at  present  deputy  of  that  office, 
beside  being  Notary  Public  and  Justice  of  the  Pe.ace. 
He  has  a  sound  knowledge  of  law,  especially  as  it 
relates  to  the  public  land  measures,  and  he  has  been 
of  great  assistance  to  the  settlers  in  selecting  their 
homesteads,  and  later,  in  proving  their  claims  and 
securing  their  titles. 

Judge  Harper  is  a  native  of  the  town  of  Frank- 
fort, Ross  Co.,  Ohio,  a  son  of  Joab  Harper,  a  native 
of  Pendleton  County,  ^'a.,  who  was,  in  turn,  a  son 
of  Adam  Harper,  a  native  of  the  same  county,  and 
of  German  ancestry.  He  was  reared  and  married 
in  A'irginia,  and  moved  to  Ohio  among  its  early  set- 
tlers, the  removal  being  made  with  packhorses,  and 


he  took  up  a  tract  of  timber  Ian :!  in  the  wilds  of 
Ross  County,  and  clearing  a  farm,  resided  thereon 
in  peace  and  comfort  till  the  day  of  his  death.  The 
father  of  our  subject  was  about  eight  years  old 
when  his  parents  moved  to  Ohio,  and  as  soon  as  he 
was  large  enough  he  aided  his  father  in  clearing  his 
farm.  There  were  no  markets  in  that  region  when 
the  family  located  there,  and  for  some  j'ears 
Findlay  was  the  nearest  depot  for  supplies,  till  the 
canal  was  built  through  to  Chillicotbe,  which  then 
became  a  market.  When  he  attained  manhood  the 
father  of  our  subject  became  the  proprietor  of  his 
father's  farm,  and  his  parents  resided  with  him  till 
their  death.  In  1850  he  sold  the  old  homestead, 
and  he,  in  turn,  became  a  pioneer,  crossing  the 
country  with  teams  to  Iowa,  and  settling  in 
DesMoines  County  as  one  of  its  early  pioneers,  buy- 
ing a  farm  north  of  Burlington,  and  passing  the 
remainder  of  his  life  there.  The  maiden  name  of 
the  mother  of  our  subject  was  Lydia  Jones,  and 
she  was  born  in  Staunton,  Augusta  Co.,  Va.  Her 
father,  Robert  Jones,  was  also  of  Virginia  birth, 
and  later  in  life  he  removed  with  his  farail3'  to 
Ross  Count3'.  Ohio.  He  was  a  pioneer  farmer  there, 
and  carried  on  his  occupation  in  that  region  till  his 
demise.  The  parents  of  our  subject  had  six  chil- 
dren— five  sons  and  one  daughter — William,  John, 
Robert  J..  Adam,  Anna  and  Joab. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  educated  in  his 
native  county,  and  being  a  studious  lad,  ambitious 
to  gain  an  education,  and  attending  school  when- 
ever an  opportunity  offered,  he  became  quite  a  pro- 
ficient scholar.  Like  all  farmers'  boys,  he  was  re- 
quired to  assist  in  the  farm  work.  At  twenty-one 
he  commenced  teaching,  and  going  to  Iowa  in  1847, 
he  was  thus  engaged  in  Des  Moines  County  for 
awhile.  Later,  he  established  himself  in  the  mer- 
cantile business  in  Kossuth,  residing  there  till  1859. 
In  that  3'ear,  in  the  month  of  Februar}',  he  started 
for  the  wilds  of  Kansas  Territory,  to  cast  his  lot 
with  its  pioneers  and  aid  in  upbuilding  the  com- 
monwealth. He  traveled  by  water  and  rail  to 
Hannibal,  Mo.,  thence  by  rail  to  Weston,  Mo.,  then 
the  western  terminus  of  the  railway,  and  there 
hired  transportation  with  an  ox-team  for  himself 
and  wife  to  Topeka,  Kan.  On  his  arrival  there  he 
was  too  poor  to  take  a  claim  of  government  land, 
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and  he  gladly  accepted  a  job  to  sell  nursery  trees 
for  the  Topeka  nursery,  and  starting  with  an  ox- 
wagon  load  of  trees,  came  to  Manhattan,  selling 
his  trees  on  the  way.  In  May  he  removed  to  Man- 
hattan, and  renting  a  house  of  seven  rooms.  tooi< 
boarders,  assisting  his  wife  in  the  management  of 
her  household  affairs.  In  the  fall  of  that  3'ear  lie 
was  elected  County  Clerk  and  Registrar  of  Deeds 
for  Rile}'  Count}',  and  was  holding  these  offices  at 
the  time  of  the  admission  of  the  Territory  as  a 
.State,  continuing  to  discharge  their  duties  till 
August,  1862,  in  which  month  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany G,  11th  Kansas  Cavalry,  and  on  the  organi- 
zation of  his  regiment  he  was  appointed  Regimen- 
tal Quartermaster-Sergeant,  and  at  the  end  of  one 
year  was  commissioned  First-Lieutenant  and  Com- 
missary of  Subsistence.  He  did  good  service 
until  the  close  of  the  war,  a  part  of  the  time  as 
Aide-de-camp  to  Gens.  McKane,  Sykes  and  Blunt. 
In  the  spring  of  1865,  in  the  capacity  of  quarter- 
master and  commissary  of  subsistance,  he  accompan- 
ied Gen.  Plumb  across  the  plains  in  his  noted 
expedition  in  pursuit  of  the  Indians.  Lieut.  Har- 
per was  mustered  out  of  service  in  August,  1865, 
and  returning  to  Manhattan,  was  elected  Clerk  of 
the  District  Court  and  Judge  of  Probate  for  Riley 
County  the  following  year,  holding  the  office  of 
clerk  till  January,  1888,  filling  his  position  in  a 
most  satisfactory  manner  to  all  and  with  great 
credit  to  himself.  He  was  appointed  Notary  Public 
and  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  February,  1889,  and  no 
man  is  better  qualified  to  fill  these  positions  than  he. 
In  1852,  Judge  Harper  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Catherine  F.,  a  daughter  of  P^draund  and 
Louisa  (Stone)  Pierce,  who  were  natives  of  Ver- 
mont, and  spent  their  last  years  with  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Harper,  in  Manhattan.  Sirs.  Harper  has  two 
brothers  and  one  sister  living:  Claudius  B.,  a 
resident  of  Leavenworth  ;  Lyman  B.,  a  resident  of 
Wintield,  Iowa;  Mrs.  Ellen  Coleman,  a  resident  of 
Shenandoah,  Iowa.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harper  have 
two  adopted  children,  Josephine  and  Nellie.  The 
former  is  an  accomplished  teaclier,  and  for  some 
time  taught  in  Betiiany  College  till  she  resigned 
her  position  in  1889;  Nellie  is  the  wife  of  James 
K.  Cooper,  and  they  have  two  children — Allan 
Elizabeth  and  Catherine  May. 


Judge  Harper  is  a  man  of  strong,  well-trained 
intellect,  and  of  a  stable  character.  His  probity,  his 
dignity,  and  high  sense  of  honor,  together  with  his 
humility  and  unaffected  kindness,  command  uni- 
versal esteem  and  regard,  and  give  him  great 
influence  both  as  an  office-holder  and  as  a  citizen. 
He  and  his  wife  are  among  our  best  people,  and 
are  noted  for  their  benevolence  and  wide  charity, 
their  hearts  beating  responsive  to  all  calls  for  aid 
from  the  needy,  or  from  the  afflicted  for  sympathy. 
They  practice  Cliristianity  in  deeds  and  in  truth, 
and  are  active  church  members,  having  united 
with  the  Presbyterian  Church  many  years  ago, 
and  he  has  served  as  Elder  and  Deacon,  and  was 
formerly  a  worker  in  the  Sunday-school.  Politi- 
cally, the  Judge  is  a  Republican,  and  was  for 
many  years  in  advance  of  the  organization  of  the 
party.  He  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
James  G.  Birney. 


vw  EROME  KING,  Township  Treasurer,  and 
11  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Wild  Cat  Township, 
^,^^1'  Riley  County,  has  been  for  sc  veral  years  the 
^^/  Road  Overseer  in  his  district  and  likewise  a 
member  of  the  School  Board  of  district  No.  6. 
It  will  thus  be  seen  that  lie  is  a  prominent  man  in 
his  community,  and  he  represents  property  to  the 
amount  of  390  acres  of  choice  land,  all  in  one 
tract,  and  in  a  productive  condition.  His  neat  and 
tasteful  residence  was  put  up  in  1880,  and  adjacent 
to  it  are  the  usual  outbuildings  required  by  the 
substantial  and  progressive  farmer.  In  addition 
to  general  agriculture  Mr.  King  is  considerably  in- 
terested in  stock-raising,  keeping  usually  from  fifty 
to  seventy-five  head  of  cattle,  100  head  of  swine 
and  eight  or  ten  horses.  The  homestead  proper 
occupies  the  southeast  quarter  of  section  6. 

A  native  of  Butler  County,  Ohio,  Mr.  King  was 
born  Dec.  25,  1849,  and  is  the  youngest  of  four 
children,  the  offspring  of  Michael  A.  and  Angeline 
(Cutter)  King,  natives  of  Massachusetts.  The 
l>arents  were  reared  and  married  in  the  Bay  State, 
and  immediately  after  their  wedding,  set  out  for 
Ohio,  where  the  father  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
life,  dying  in  1885,  at  the  homestead  which  he  had 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


built  up  in  Butler  County;  tlie  mother  is  still  liv- 
ing there  and  is  quite  well  advanced  in  years.  The 
other  children  besides  our  subject  are  living  in 
Ohio  and  Indiana.  .Jerome,  like  his  bi-others  and 
sisters  attained  to  a  healthy  and  vigorous  manhood, 
receiving  careful  home  training  and  a  practical  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools.  He  began  life  for 
himself  when  a  mere  boy,  and  in  addition  to  work, 
ing  his  father's  place,  learned  carpentering  and  cab- 
inet-making. 

When  twenty-one  years  old  Mr.  King,  leaving 
the  Buckeye  State,  set  out  for  the  farther  West, 
and  coming  to  Kansas  located  in  the  then  infant 
town  of  Manhattan.  He  secured  a  half  interest  in 
the  furniture  business  with  which  he  was  connected 
two  and  one  half  years,  then  selling  out  purchased 
a  farm  on  Wild  Cat  Creek,  where  he  has  since 
lived.  On  Feb.  7,  1871,  he  secured  unto  himself 
a  wife  and  helpmate — Miss  Olive  Gibbs — to  whom 
he  was  married  at  the  bride's  home  in  Franklin 
County.  Ind.  The  young  people  commenced  the 
journej'  of  life  together  in  a  manner  suitable  to 
their  means  and  surroundings,  and  were  prospered. 
There  have' been  horn  to  them  five  children,  four 
of  whom  are  living,  viz.:  Charles,  a  promising 
youth  of  eighteen  years;  Mettie,  fourteen  years 
old;  Elmer,  ten:  and  Georgia,  the  babj',  nine 
months  old.  One  daughter,  Nellie,  died  in  1887, 
at  the  age  of  three  years  and  five  months. 

Mrs  King  was  born  June  27,  1852,  in  Ohio,  and 
was  the  second  child  of  C.  N.  Gibbs,  M.  D.,  a 
practicing  physician  of  Henry  County.  Ind.  Dr. 
Gibbs  was  born  in  New  Jersey,  and  in  early  man- 
hood was  married  to  Miss  Armiuta  Jones.  The  child- 
hood and  youth  of  Mrs.  King  were  spent  in  a  coni- 
[jaratively  uneventful  manner  under  the  home  roof 
and  she  received  excellent  parental  training.  The 
(iibbs  family  is  favorably  known  in  Indiana  as  rep- 
resenting a  portion  of  its  best  elements.  Mr.  King 
is  conservative  in  politics,  unsally  voting  the  Dem- 
ocratic ticket,  but  in  local  elections  is  independent, 
supporting  the  man  whom  he  considers  best  quali- 
fied to  serve  the  interests  of  the  people. 

Mrs.  King's  father,  Dr.  Gibbs,  was  a  soldier  in 
the  Mexican  War,  and  was  a  Captain,  commanding 
a  company  in  the  COth  Ohio  Infantry,  during  the 
war  of  the  Rebellion. 


J  I OIIN  LEE.  Among  the  agriculturists  of 
I  Riley  County,  there  are  none  who  display 
greater  energy,  or  better  understand  how  to 
make  the  tillage  of  the  soil  profitable,  than 
he  whose  name  initiates  this  sketch.  He  owns  200 
acres  of  land  which  he  has  put  under  excellent  cul- 
tivation and  improvement,  an  excellent  orchard  of 
250  trees,  being  a  profitable  and  attractive  feature  of 
the  estate.  In  addition  to  the  land  he  owns,  he  is 
now  operating  the  8.  D.  Houston  farm  in  Manhattan 
Township,  which  he  has  rented,  and  upon  which  he 
now  makes  his  home.  He  raises  and  feeds  stock 
for  market,  and  also  sells  a  great  deal  of  hay.  hav- 
ing during  the  present  year  (1881))  put  up  over 
400  tons. 

Mr.  Lee  was  born  in  Ireland  in  1836,  and  is  a 
son  of  James  and  Catherine  (Comisky)  Lee.  His 
father  was  a  peasant  farmer  who  died  when  his  son 
John  was  thirteen  years  old,  the  widow  dying  soon 
after.  The  parental  family  consisted  of  three  sons, 
our  subject  being  the  youngest.  His  eldest  brother, 
James,  is  now  living  in  New  York  Cit^-  with  his 
wife  and  family.  Bernard  went  to  Iowa  in  1859, 
and  still  lives  in  that  State. 

After  the  death  of  his  parents,  in  1848,  young 
John  Lee  came  to  America,  landing  in  New  York 
and  going  at  once  to  the  home  of  an  uncle,  who 
bound  him  out  to  a  cabinet-maker.  After  serving 
an  apprenticeship  of  five  years,  our  subject  followed 
his  trade  until  1862,  from  1857  to  the  latter  date 
having  worked  for  the  Government  at  Ft.  Lee. 
Following  his  work  at  Ft.  Lee,  he  was  employed  in 
the  construction  corps  of  Gen.  Sherman's  army, 
during  the  Atlanta  campaign,  being  occupied  in 
repairing  and  rebuilding  railroad  bridges,  etc.,  be- 
tween Nashville  and  Chattanooga,  and  Chattanooga 
and  Atlanta.  He  remained  in  the  construction 
corps  until  the  close  of  the  war.  doing  such  work 
as  was  required  of  him  and  was  called  for  by  the 
needs  of  the  L'nion  forces. 

At  the  close  of  the  war  Mr.  Lee  returned  to 
Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  where  he  and  his  wife  liad 
previously  for  a  short  time  made  their  home  with 
Mrs.  Lee's  parents.  There  he  engaged  in  buying 
lots,  building  houses  and  selling,  continuing  so  en- 
gaged until  1869.  when  he  came  to  Kansas.  He 
settled  on  Wild  Cat  Creek,  in  Wild  Cat  Township. 
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buyinji;  forty  acres  of  land,  vvhicli  he  has  since  in- 
creased to  the  acreage'beforejtientioned. 

On  Sept.  4,  1854,  the  rites  ofjwedlocklwere  cel- 
ebrated between  Mr.  Lee  and  Miss  Hannah,  daugh- 
ter of  John  andJi^Margaret  (Conway)  Pendergast. 
Mrs.  Lee  was  born  in  the  Empire  State,  her  par 
ents  being  of  Irish  birth.  She  has  borne  her  hus- 
band eleven  children,  named  respectively:  James, 
deceased;  Catherine,  Margaret,  Ellen,  John,  Mary 
A.,  James.  Rosanna.  Charles,jWilliam  and  Thomas. 
The  first  born  and  Rosanna  died  in  infancy.  Cath- 
erine is  the  wife  of  John  Simmons,  of  Wild  Cat 
Township.  Ellen  married  Alfred  Worl,  a  well-to- 
do  farmer  in  Zeandale  Township;  they  have  four 
children.  The  other  living  children  are  still  sin- 
gle, and  are  at  home. 

Mr.' and  Mrs.  Lee  arej  worthy  members  of  the 
Catholic  Church.  Mr.  Lee  has  served  several  years  as 
School  Director,  exhibiting  the  same]  shrewdness 
and  good  judgment  in  office,  which  have  raised 
him  to  so  prosperous  a  position  financially.  In  pol- 
itics he  is  a  Democrat. 


^^  TEPHEN  A.  SARGENT,  one  of  the  most 
^^^  extensive  farmers  and  stock-men  of  Riley 
^A^_^  County,  is  also  one  of  its  most  prosperous 
and  wealthy  citizens.  His  career  has  been 
a  remarkable  illustration  of  the  self-made  man,  as, 
upon  coming  to  this  county,  he  was  entirely  with- 
out means,  making  his  way  on  foot  from  the  Mis- 
souri River  hither.  This  was  in  1866.  He  secured 
a  tract  of  land  on  section  17,  Madison  Township, 
and  prosecuted  agriculture  amid  many  difficulties 
and  drawbacks,  with  that  perseverance  which  forms 
the  chief  element  of  his  character.  He  was  pros- 
pered in  his  labors,  and  in  addition  to  the  cultiva- 
tion of  his  land,  effected  good  improvements,  plant- 
ing fruit  and  shade  trees,  and  erecting  the  buildings, 
one  after  another  as  most  needed.  In  the  summer 
of  1889  he  put  up  his  present  residence  which  is 
perhaps  the  finest  farm  house  within  the  limits  of 
Riley  Count3-,  and  which  is  represented  by  a  splen- 
did view  elsewhere  in  this  work.  Personality  Mr. 
Sargent  is  a  man  of  plain  speech,  but  possessed  of 
a  good  fund  of  information,  one  with  whom  an  hour 


may  always  be  spent  pleasantly  and  profitably.  He 
is  progressive  in  his  ideas,  and  has  contributed  his 
full  quota  to  the  advancement  of  his  adopted 
county. 

The  subject  of  this  sketcli  was  Iwrn  in  Lamoille 
County,  Vt.,  April  14,  1844,  and  is  the  son  of  .Sam- 
uel and  Mary  A.  (Lunt)  Sargent,  the  former  of 
whom  was  a  native  of  Candia,  N.  H.  Samuel  Sar- 
gent was  reared  to  farming  pursuits,  which  he  fol- 
lowed all  his  life,  and  attained  to  the  ripe  old  age 
of  eighty-two  years,  dying  in  Lamoille  County. 
Vt.,  in  1868.  He  accumulated  a  comfortable  prop- 
erty, although  not  becoming  wealthy.  He  served 
in  the  War  of  1812,  and  participated  in  the  battle 
of  Plattsburg.  He  traced  his  ancestry  to  England. 
The  first  representatives  of  the  family  crossed  the 
Atlantic  at  an  earl}'  date,  and  settled  in  New  Eng- 
land, whence  their  descendants  became  scattered  to 
different  parts  of  the  Union. 

Airs.  Mary  A.  .Sargent,  the  motlicr  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  Newburyport,  Mass.,  and  still  sur- 
vives, being  eighty-three  years  old,  and  making  her 
home  in  Lowell,  Mass.  The  Lunt  family  was  like- 
wise of  English  extraction.  To  Samuel  and  Mary 
Sargent  there  was  born  the  following  children: 
Margaret;  George  and  Samuel,  who  died  young; 
George  (2d)  and  Samuel  (2d),  Susan,  Volney. 
Mary  A.,  Martin,  Stephen  A.,  and  Ellen.  George 
(2),  Mary  A.,  Stephen  A.,  and  Ellen,  are  the  only 
surviving  members  of  the  family.  Stephen  was  the 
tenth  child,  and  was  reared  at  the  old  homestead  in 
his  native  county,  acquiring  a  common-school  edu- 
cation. In  1865  he  set  out  for  the  West,  and  com- 
ing to  Northern  Kansas,  purchased  eighty  acres  of 
land  on  section  17,  Madison  Township,  Riley 
County.  He  has  maintained  possession  of  this  un- 
til the  present  time,  but  has  added  to  his  property 
until  he  is  now  the  owner  of  1,200  broad  acres,  oc- 
cupying a  portion  of  sections  10.  12,  14,  15,  16,  17, 
and  18.  He  makes  a  specialty  of  raising  live-stock, 
shipping  large  numbers  each  year,  a  portion  of 
them  high-grade.  Short-horn  cattle. 

In  Riley  County,  Mr.  Sargent  was  married  Aug. 
11,  1868,  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Reed.  This  lady  was 
born  in  Indianola,  Iowa,  in  1849,  and  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  Andrew  D.  and  Jane  (Johnson)  Reed,  who 
were  natives  of  Ohio.     The  Reed  family  came  to 
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Kansas  while  it  was  still  a  Territory,  as  early  as 
18.56,  and  the  parents  spent  their  last  years  in  Riley 
County.  Their  famil)'  consisted  of  five  children, 
of  whom  Mrs.  Sargent  was  next  to  the  youngest. 
Four  of  these  are  living  and  located  mostly  in  Kan- 
sa.s.  To  onr  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  there 
have  been  born  nine  children,  viz:  Edith  M.,  Mar- 
tin C,  Milton  E.,  John  W..  George  S..  Willie  S., 
Charles.  Francis  A.,  Orel  R.,  all  of  whom  are  liv- 
ing at  home  with  their  parents. 

Politically,  Mr.  Sargent  is  a  Republican,  and  al- 
though no  office-seeker,  has  held  some  of  the  offices 
of  his  township.  He  is  a  man  whom  liis  fellow-citi- 
zens would  gladly  promote,  but  he  prefers  giving 
his  chief  attention  to  his  farming  interests.  He  is 
a  member  in  good  standing  of  Garfield  Lodge  No. 
235,  A.  F.  it  A.  M.,  at  Leonardville.  In  his  farming 
operations  he  has  followed  that  business-like  and 
S3'stematic  course  which  seldom  fails  of  success. 
and  his  homo  in  all  its  appointments  indicates  the 
exercise  of  refined  tastes  and  ample  means.  Mr. 
Sargent  holds  no  secondary-  position  among  the 
representative  men  of  Riley  County,  whose  names 
and  record  it  is  designed  to  perpetuate  in  this  work. 


\|'  AMES  DIXOX.  The  annals  of  Riley  County 
|l  would  be  by  no  means  complete  without 
I'  due  mention  of  Mr.  Dixon,  who  is  one  of 
^^  the  most  wealthy  and  prominent  men  of 
Ogden  Township,  and  who  is  known  far  and  wide 
on  account  of  his  contest  with  the  officers  of  Ft. 
Riley,  in  order  to  hold  his  claim  during  pioneer 
days.  He  is  a  man  of  great  native  genius,  perse- 
verance and  industry,  and  has  worked  his  wa}'  up 
from  the  foot  of  the  ladder  in  life  to  a  fine  posi- 
tion, socially  and  financially.  His  has  been  a  ca- 
reer full  of  interesting  incidents,  in  the  relation  of 
which  we  will  commence  at  his  birth,  which  occur- 
red in  County  Mayo,  Ireland,  in  1827. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  son  of  Thomas 
and  Julia  (Monaghan)  Dixon,  who  were  likewise 
natives  of  County  Mayo,  and  the  father  prominent 
in  his  borough,  serving  as  Postmaster,  and  being 
the  principal  marketman  for  Eagle  Island,  on  the 


west  coast  of  Ireland.  The  parents  were  married 
in  their  native  country,  and  after  the  birth  of  sev- 
eral children  emigrated  to  America,  in  1849,  and 
settled  in  Fairmount,  Va.  The  father  died  in  Au- 
gust, 1854,  in  Illinois,  while  tiie  mother  had  pre- 
viously passed  to  rest  in  1851,  in  Fairmount,  Va. 
The  parental  household  included  nine  children,  of 
whom  James  was  the  fifth  in  order  of  birth.  In 
his  youth  he  learned  tlie  trade  of  a  stonecutter,  and 
when  starting  out  in  life  for  himself,  went  to  Cum- 
berland, Md.,  where  he  sojourned  about  eighteen 
months.  Next  he  worked  on  the  Rappahannock 
Canal,  in  Virginia,  until  1848.  Subsequently  he 
repaired  to  L3'nchburg,  Va.,  and  was  employed  in 
building  a  dam  on  the  James  River,  later  working 
twenty  miles  up  the  river,  w'hence  he  went  to 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  and  was  employed  on  the  State 
House  there. 

Returning  now  to  Virginia,  ]Mr.  Dixon,  al  Wheel- 
ing, engaged  as  a  stonecutter  in  the  enipl(i3'  of  the 
Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad  Corapanj-  on  bridge 
work,  after  which  he  went  to  Memphis.  Tenn.,  and 
operated  a  diving  bell,  raising  a  number  of  barrels 
of  flour  from  a  sunken  boat.  This  accomplished, 
he  turned  his  steps  toward  the  Southwest,  crossing 
the  Mississippi,  and  assisting  in  bridge  building  on 
both  sides  of  the  Father  of  Waters.  In  the  mean- 
time he  fulfilled  a  contract  for  Col.  Ashley,  and  in 
August,  1854,  in  company  with  his  brother  Thom.-is, 
came  to  Kansas.  They  located  claims,  then  went 
back  to  Illinois,  and  in  the  meantime  the  father 
died  there. 

In  due  time  the  brothers  got  their  families  to- 
gether, and  returned  to  Kansas,  camping  on  Three 
Mile  Creek.  After  a  few  days,  there  came  officers 
from  Ft.  Riley,  among  them  Dr.  Hammond,  now  of 
New  York,  and  ordered  the  partj'  to  move  on,  as 
the  land  was  already  claimed.  The  Dixons,  how- 
ever, being  m.ade  of  substantial  material,  main- 
tained their  ground,  and  put  up  a  house.  Shortly 
afterward  Capt.  Lowe,  master  of  forage,  appeared 
upon  the  ground  with  Government  lumber  and  a 
force  of  carpenters,  and  put  up  a  house  for  himself 
on  the  same  claim.  Col.  Montgomery  then  notified 
Mr.  Dixon  that  he  was  intruding  upon  the  claim  of 
Mr.  Lowe,  and  must  move  off,  or  he  would  be  put 
off  by  United  States  troops.   This  Mr.  Dixon  again 
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declined  to  do.  The  Colonel  then  sent  for  liiin 
and  urged  him  to  leave,  but  he  refused.  He  finally, 
however,  agreed  to  pay  Mr.  Lowe  ^300  to  leave, 
which  the  latter  did. 

Mr.  Dixon  now  took  a  contract  to  grade  a  steam- 
boat landing  at  Pawnee  City,  Kan.,  and  when  this 
was  completed,  an  order  was  received  from  Wash- 
ington, to  lay  oflf  a  suitable  reservation  for  Ft. 
Eiley.  There  were  ostensibly  two  forts  to  be  laid 
off,  a  real  one  and  an  imaginary  one,  and  the 
former  was  to  be  at  One  Mile  Creek ;  the  latter 
west  of  Ogden.  Again  was  Mr.  Dixon  attacked  in 
his  stronghold  and  urged  to  leave  peaceably,  as  it 
■was  claimed  the  land  was  wanted  for  the  reserve- 
It,  however,  was  actually  wanted  for  personal 
friends.  Judge  Johnson  called  u|3on  Mr.  Dixon  in 
the  guise  of  a  friend,  and  after  entering  the  house, 
chatted,  examined  the  guns,  etc.,  and  finally  told 
jMr.  Dixon  he  had  better  take  his  advice  and  leave. 
Mr.  Dixon  got  upon  his  feet,  and  quoted  to  his 
.•mditor  the  following  lines  from  Burns:  '-Man  to 
man  has  been  so  unjust  that  one  does  not  know 
whom  to  trust."     The  Judge  left  never  to  return. 

The  next  move  was  to  send  Capt.  Lyon  to  pur- 
chase the  interest  of  Mr.  Dixon  in  his  claim  for 
11,000.  Still  Mr.  Dixon  i-efused  to  leave.  They 
had  at  a  meeting,  previously  held,  expressed  the 
opinion  that  he  had  better  be  put  off  by  force.  One 
of  the  settlers,  Hob  Wilson,  remarked  that  tliat 
would  be  unjust,  and  proposed  to  give  8300  him- 
self toward  the  sum  to  buy  him  off.  Then  a  com- 
pany of  troops  with  two  yoke  of  oxen,  commanded 
by  Capt.  Lyon,  came  down  while  Mr.  Dixon  was 
away  from  iiome,  and  forcibly  ejected  the  women 
and  children,  and  by  means  of  oxen  tore  down  the 
house. 

Upon  his  return  at  night.  Mr.  Dixon  moved  back 
to  the  same  spot,  and  acting  upon  the  advice  of 
counsel,  put  up  another  house.  Seven  months 
later.  Col.  Wood,  with  a  company  of  troops,  came 
to  the  ground,  tore  down  the  second  house,  and  a 
second  time  ejected  the  women  and  children  in  the 
absence  of  the  master.  Mr.  Dixon  then  dug  a  hole 
in  the  ground,  and  moved  into  it  with  his  family. 
In  the  meantime.  Col.  Montgomery  left,  and  the 
garrison  was  undci-  the  conjniand  of  Maj.  Ogden, 
who  gave    to    Mr.  Dixon   a    contmct  for    burning 


lime.  The  latter  found  a  friend  in  this  official, 
who  told  him  that  his  claim  was  legitimate,  and  en- 
couraged him  to  maintain  it. 

Mr.  Dixon  now  went  to  Platte  Citj',  Mo.,  where 
he  interviewed  Gen.  Atchison,  then  acting  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  to  whom  he 
stated  his  case,  and  made  affidavit  to  his  statement. 
This  was  sent  to  Washington  by  Gen.  Atchison, 
and  Gens.  Churchill  and  Clark  were  detailed  as  a 
a  committee  of  inquiry  by  President  Pierce.  Jef- 
ferson Davis  was  then  Secretary  of  War.  Gens. 
Churchill  and  Clark  had  the  power  to  lay  off  a 
reservation,  which  they  did  at  One  Mile  Creek,  and 
Col.  Montgomer3',  with  the  two  Generals,  drove 
out  to  view  the  reservation. 

The  next  day  Mr.  Dixon  w.is  summoned  to  ap- 
pear at  Ft.  Rilej-  at  the  court  of  inquiry.  They 
reported  at  Washington,  and  left  out  of  the  reserv- 
ation Mr.  Dixon's  claim  and  the  city  of  Pawnee. 
This  was  not  approved  by  Secretarj'  Davis,  and  he 
extended  the  lines  of  the  reservation  to  its  pres- 
ent limits,  thus  covering  Mr.  Dixon's  claim  again, 
and  likewise  the  city  of  Pawnee.  Then  Mr.  Dixon 
was  summoned  to  Ft.  Leavenworth.  Col.  Mont- 
gomery and  the  officers  at  the  fort  were  court-mar- 
tialed, and  the  Colonel  was  cashiered  from  the 
service.  Gen.  Robert  K.  Lee  was  then  the  Judge 
Advocate. 

Mr.  Dixon  now  took  up  a  claim  on  Seven  Mile 
Creek,  from  wliich  he  removed  a  short  time  after- 
ward and  came  to  the  land  which  he  now  owns  and 
occupies.  Here  he  has  1,200  broad  acres,  and  400 
acres  under  the  plow.  Upon  this  he  carries  on 
stock-raising  extensivel3',  having,  during  the  sea- 
son of  1889.  200  head  of  cattle.  120  head  of  swine, 
and  seventeen  horses.  The  elegant  residence  which 
attracts  the  attention  of  the  passing  traveler  was 
put  up,  in  1879. .at  a  cost  of  110,000,  and  is  one  of 
the  finest  structures  of  its  kind  in  Riley  County, 
outside  of  the  city  of  Manhattan.  Before  Pawnee 
was  wiped  out  of  existence,  Mr.  Dixon  owned  lots 
tliere,  and  had  put  up  a  house.  When  he  first  came 
to  Kansas,  Kansas  Citj'  was  but  a  trading-post,  con- 
taining a  small  brick  hotel  and  a  few  huts.  Mr. 
Dixon  purchased  a  horse  for  $75,  and  went  out  to 
llie  Fox  and  Sac  Agency,  but  finding  nothing  desir- 
able there,  returned  to  Ft.  Riley.  Judge  Reynolds, 
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the  first  settler  of  Riley  Count}',  had  a  shanty  on 
the  hill  east  of  Ogdeii,  and  traded  with  the  In- 
dians. Prior  to  this,  he  had  a  claim  about  one 
mile  southwest  of  the  present  site  of  Junction  City. 
Upon  one  of  his  trading  expeditions  in  Little  Blue. 
in  .Tuly,  1854,  while  dealing  with  the  Indians  and 
^lormons,  he  was  surrounded  by  the  Indians,  but 
he  and  bis  two  sons,  John  and  James,  succeeded  in 
mailing  their  escape,  though  in  so  doing  he  re- 
ceived a  wound  in  his  arm. 

James  Dixon  was  married,  in  1857,  to  Miss 
Bridget  Barrett,  who,  like  himself,  was  a  native  of 
County  Mayo,  Ireland,  and  who,  at  that  time,  was 
a  resident  of  Wheeling,  ^'a.  Of  this  union,  there 
wore  born  twelve  children,  eleven  of  whom  are  liv- 
ing, and  both  parents  and  children  are  members 
of  the  Catholic  Church,  at  Junction  City.  One 
daughter.  Julia,  is  the  wife  of  William  Flahertj', 
and  they  live  in  Kansas.  John  Dixon  is  in  Den- 
ver, Col.  The  others  are  at  home  with  their 
parents.  Mr.  Dixon,  politically,  is  a  stanch  Demo- 
crat, and  has  been  a  member  of  the  School  Board 
in  his  district  for  the  i)ast  twelve  3'ears.  He  was 
upon  one  occasion  appointed  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
but  refused  to  qualify',  having  no  aspirations  for 
office. 

We  take  pleasure  in  calling  the  reader's  attention 
to  a  flue  lithographic  engraving  of  the  residence 
of  Mr.  Dixon,  which,  with  its  lovely  surroundings, 
forms  one  of  the  most  pleasant  pictures  in  the 
landscape  of  the  county. 


i:\.  EBENEZER  IIUtSE.  an  ordained  Dea- 
L'on  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  is 
a  gentleman  likewise  fond  of  agricultural 
)  pursuits,  as  has  been  amply  indicated  in  his 
almost  elegant  surroundings,  comprising  one  of  the 
most  desirable  homesteads  in  Ashland  Township. 
Here  he  has  erected  a  very  fine  set  of  stone  build- 
ings, including  a  residence,  stone  and  frame  barns 
and  outhouses,  and  has  planted  an  abundance  of 
fruit  and  shade  trees,  which  with  other  embellish- 
ments give  to  the  premises  the  air  of  comfort  and 
content  which  is  seldom  to  be  found.  In  his  labors 
and  ambitions  Mr.  Huse  has  been  ably  assisted  by 


the  most  excellent  of  wives.  Mrs.  Huse  being  in  all 
respects  the  efficient  helpmate  of  her  husband,  and 
contributing  in  no  small  manner  to  his  prosperity 
and  success. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  l)orn  in  Rochester, 
Windsor  Co.,  Vt,  Sept.  25,  1815,  and  is  the  son  of 
Robert  and  Lydia  (Jewett)  Huse,  the  former  a  na- 
tive of  Massachusetts  and  the  latter  of  New  Hamp- 
shire. Robert  Huse  followed  agriculture  all  his 
life,  and  Ebenezer  was  reared  on  his  f.ither's  farm, 
where  he  lived  in  that  vicinity  until  a  man  of 
twent3'-seven  years.  In  the  meantime  he  was  mar- 
ried, in  December,  1841,  to  Miss  Fanny  W.  Dyer, 
and  six  years  later,  leaving  New  England,  they 
emigrated  to  Illinois,  settling  in  Hancock  County, 
where  Mr.  Huse  purchased  a  farm  and  continued  to 
live  until  coming  to  Kansas  in  the  spring  of  1875. 
In  the  meantime  he  had  become  the  father  of  six 
children,  four  of  whom  are  living — Annette  C, 
Ansel,  Corliss  W.,  and  Alden  F.  Mrs.  Fanny  W. 
Huse  departed  this  life  in  Hancock  County.  111.,  in 
November,  1866. 

Mr.  Huse,  in  1866,  was  a  second  time  married  in 
Hancock  County,  111.,  to  Mrs.  Harriet  O.  Moore, 
widow  of  William  S.  Moore,  who  died  in  Hancock 
County,  in  1860.  She  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Limerick,  York  Co.,  Me.,  Dec.  23,  1816.  In  the 
spring  of  1875,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Huse  came  to  Riley 
County,  Kan.,  and  settled  on  McDowell  Creek,  in 
Ashland  Township,  where  Mr.  Huse  proceeded 
with  the  improvement  of  a  farm,  with  what  success 
is  amply  indicated  in  his  present  surroundings.  In 
due  time  he  added  to  his  possessions,  and  is  now 
the  owner  of  1,100  acres,  rich  and  fertile  bottom 
land.  His  industry  and  his  excellent  judgment  are 
displayed  on  everj' hand  and  the  estate  forms  one 
of  the  most  pleasing  pictures  in  the  landscape  of 
that  region. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Huse  is  a  decided  Republican. 
While  living  in  Illinois,  he  was  Justice  of  thePe.ace 
for  several  years,  and  also  Township  Clerk.  He 
and  his  estimable  wife  have  been  for  many  years 
connected  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
giving  to  it  a  cordial  support,  and  laboring  as  they 
have  opportunity  in  the  Master's  vineyard.  Mr. 
Huse.  in  1852  or  1853,  was  ordained  a  Deacon  by 
Bishop  Scott,  and   officiated  as  a  minister  a  large 
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portion  of  the  time  until  1870.  His  name  has  fre- 
quently been  mentioned  for  Representative  to  the 
Legislature,  but  he  invariably  declines  to  run  for 
office.  Mrs.  Huse,  while  living  with  her  first  hus- 
band, adopted  a  little  girl,  Annie  E.,  who  is  now 
the  wife  of  Setli  J.  Yenowine,  of  Ashland  Town- 
ship, Riley  County. 


yENDELIN  WENDEL,  dealer  in  dry-goods 
and  groceries  at  Hanover,  came  to  Wash- 
ington County,  this  State,  in  1869,  and  was 
one  of  the  earliest  settlers,  being  one  of  the  three 
now  living  in  the  city.  The  other  two  are  August 
Jaedicke  and  Judge  Wilhelm  Kalhoefer.  Mr.  Wen- 
del,  in  1870,  entered  a  tract  of  wild  land,  one  mile 
north  of  the  present  site  of  Hanover,  and  put  up  a 
o-ood  frame  house.  It  was  the  first  structure  of  the 
kind  in  that  vicinity,  and  is  still  standing.  Mrs. 
Wendel  also  owns  160  acres  adjoining  her  husband. 

Mr.  Wendel  spent  the  first  year  mostly  in  im- 
proving his  farm,  then,  in  1870-71,  established  a 
lumber-yard,  and  a  livery-stable,  and  also  dealt  in 
agricultural  implements,  being  the  pioneer  in  tliese 
enterprises.  In  1 874  he  removed  from  the  farm 
into  the  infant  town,  and  became  quite  prominent 
in  its  affairs,  serving  as  a  member  of  the  Council, 
and  also  as  Township  Treasurer.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Council  two  terms,  and  in  1884  was 
again  elected  Township  Treasurer,  serving  until 
1888.  He  put  up  the  first  brick  store  in  the  town 
of  Hanover,  which  included  a  public  hall,  although 
the  latter  was  subsequently  devoted  to  general  mer- 
chandise. He  still  owns  the  quarter-section  of  land 
which  he  first  purchased,  and  which  lies  over  the 
line  in  Independence  Township.  He  has  likewise 
acquired  valuable  city  property,  including  lots  and 
residences. 

From  1885  to  1889,  Mr.  Wendel  was  a  member, 
and  one  year  President  of  the  City  Council,  and 
from  the  organization  of  the  fire  department,  he 
was  its  Treasurer  and  its  principal  head.  He  was 
one  of  the  leaders  in  the  movement  to  organize  the 
German  society  (Dcutscher  Maennerverein),  and 
assisted  in  building  the  hall  for  the  accommodation 
of  its  members.    He  assisted  in  organizing  the  Ger- 


man-Catholic Church,  being  one  of  its  first  mem- 
bers, and  is  one  of  its  most  liberal  supporters.  A 
small  church  edifice  was  erected  in  1870;  the  Sis- 
ters' house  was  built  in  1876,  and  the  first  stone 
eiiurch  was  put  up  also  in  that  3-ear.  In  1880-81, 
an  addition  was  made.  In  1884  the  Catholic  school 
was  established,  and  in  1885  the  Priest's  house  was 
built.  These  are  all  stone  structures,  and  the  finest 
group  for  the  purpose,  west  of  the  Missouri  River. 
Mr.  Wendel  contributed  $1,400  to  the  erection  of 
these  in  hard  cash,  and  has  esteemed  no  effort  too 
great  to  bring  about  the  continued  prosperity  of 
the  church  and  all  the  institutions  connected  with 
it. 

A  native  of  the  Province  of  Ilesse- Darmstadt, 
Germany,  Mr.  Wendel  was  born  March  9,  1828, 
and  emigrated  to  America  in  1§51.  Later  he  re- 
turned to  the  Fatherland,  but  came  back  to  the 
United  States  in  1852,  and  spent  three  years  steam- 
boating  on  the  river,  and  as  an  employe  of  the 
Dunkirk  Railroad.  Prior  to  this  he  liad  been  on 
the  ocean  for  four  years.  For  a  time  he  carried  on 
farming  in  Central  Illinois,  then  in  1858  repaired 
to  Pike's  Peak,  but  a  short  sojourn  in  that  region 
satisfied  him,  when  he  returned  to  the  Prairie  State, 
and  again  resumed  agriculture. 

While  a  resident  of  Lee  County,  111.,  Mr.  Wen- 
del was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Catherine 
Becker,  the  wedding  taking  place  at  the  bride's 
home,  Sept.  6,  1868.  Of  this  union  there  were 
born  five  children,  four  of  whom  are  living,  viz: 
John  W.,  a  resident  of  Centralia,  111.;  Philip  J.  re- 
siding in  Quincy,  111. ;  Mary  Catherine  and  Clara 
Matilda,  who  are  at  home  with  their  parents;  Fred- 
erick died  when  two  years  old.  The  surviving 
children  have  been  well-educated,  and  are  young 
people  of  great  promise.  Mrs.  Catherine  Wendel 
was  born  April  2,  1850,  in  Germany,  and  emi- 
grated to  America  with  her  father,  Philip  Becker, 
in  1866.  He  settled  in  Lee  County,  111.,  where 
Miss  Catherine  lived  until  her  marriage.  Her  par- 
ents are  now  in  Hanover,  Kan. 

As  a  man  and  a  citizen,  Mr.  Wendel  has  always 
borne  an  irreproachable  character,  possessing  those 
reliable  and  substantial  traits  which  have  gained 
him  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  his  fellowmen. 
He  has  always  maintained  the  most  unselfish  inter- 
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est  in  the  building  up  of  his  adopted  county,  and 
is  one  of  those  men  to  whom  it  is  indebted  for  its 
present  prosperous  condition.  The  town  of  Han- 
over was  brought  into  existence  by  men  of  intelli- 
gence and  enterprise,  among  whom  Mr.  Wendel 
oiTiipies  no  socoudary  position. 


,^^^TIS  L.  HrTCHINGS.  the  leading  popular 
II  jjj  photographer  in  the  city  of  "Washington, 
^^f'  has  a  neat  and  well-appointed  gallery  here 
and  is  doing  an  extensive  business.  He  was  born 
in  Rluncie,  Delaware  Co.,  Ind.,  April  1.  1860.  His 
father.  John  Hutchings,  was  born,  it  is  supposeil, 
in  Virginia,  and  it  is  thought  that  his  grandfather 
spent  his  entire  life  there.  At  some  period  of  bis 
life  the  father  of  our  subject  took  up  his  residence  in 
Delaware  County,  Ind.,  and  for  some  years  was  en- 
gaged in  the  mercantile  business  in  Muncie.  Later 
he  turned  his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and 
died  on  his  farm  seven  miles  from  Muncie  in  1867, 
his  community  thus  being  deprived  of  a  worthy 
citizen,  a  man  of  public  spirit  and  enterjirise,  a  good 
neighbor  and  one  who  was  true  in  his  family  rela- 
tions. The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Eliza  A. 
Ribble,  and  she  was  of  German  ancestry.  She  was 
left  a  widow  with  twelve  children,  but  she  bravely 
struggled  to  keep  her  family  together  and  reared 
them  to  be  good  and  useful  members  of  society,  an 
honor  to  her  and  to  tlie  communities  in  which 
they  make  tlieir  lionies.  She  removed  to  Clarinda, 
Iowa,  and  has  resided  there  the  greater  part  of  the 
time  since. 

Otis  Hutchings  gleaned  the  greater  part  of  his 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  Clarinda,  and  as 
soon  as  large  enough  eagerly  sought  work,  as  with 
characteristic  manliness  and  self-reliance  he  wished 
to  relieve  his  mother  of  his  support.  He  served  an 
apprenticeship  at  the  cigar  trade  in  Ohio,  and  worked 
at  it  three  years,  and  then  commenced  to  learn  the 
[ihotographer's  art  in  a  photograph  car  on  the  Union 
Pacific  Railway.,  and  in  1886  he  followed  that  pro- 
fession in  Visalia,  Cal.  He  subsequently  returned 
eastward,  and  formed  a  partnership  with  his  brother 
V.  Hutchings,  and  building  a  car,  worked  the  towns 
on  the  Central  Branch  Railway  with  good  financial 


success.  In  1 888  Mr.  Hutchings  came  to  Washington 
and  opened  a  gallery  here,  which  he  fitted  up  taste- 
fully, with  all  the  modern  appliances  of  the  photogra- 
pher's art.  and  has  been  eminently  successful,  secur- 
ing the  patronage  of  the  best  people  of  the  city 
and  surrounding  country. 

Mr.  Hutchings  was  married  Oct.  18, 1888,  to  Miss 
Marj'  Crum,  a  native  of  Atchison,  Kas.  Siie  is  a 
true  home  -  maker,  and  presides  charmingly  over 
their  home,  rendering  it  cozy  and  attractive  to  their 
friends.     They  are  parents  of  one  child,  a  son. 

Mr.  Hutchings  is  a  young  man  of  much  genuine 
talent,  and  has  a  thorough  knowledge  of  his  art  and 
a  decided  taste  for  it,  and  with  a  career  beginning 
so  auspiciously  has  a  bright  and  promising  future 
before  him. 


,....  NDREW  J.  IMAN,  is  a  well-known  nursery- 
£JIi  man  of  Washington  County.  His  stock  is 
one  of  the  best,  and  gives  universal  satis- 
faction to  all  who  have  bought  of  him. 
He  is  prepared  to  furnish  an}'  kind  of  nursery  stock 
that  may  be  called  for.  He  has  about  twenty-five 
acres  in  vineyard  and  various  kinds  and  varieties 
of  fruits.  Four  acres  additional  are  devoted  entirely 
to  apple  trees.  He  owns  160  acres  on  section  20, 
Sheridan  Township,  and  it  is  all  under  cultivation 
or  in  pasture  and  meadow.  In  addition  to  the  nur- 
sery- business,  he  carries  on  general  farming  and 
keeps  good  grades  of  horses,  cattle,  and  hogs.  He 
also  has  a  molasses  factory  on  his  farm. 

Mr.  Iman  was  born  in  West  Mrginia,  Oct.  15. 
1849.  He  was  there  reared  to  manhood,  and  came 
to  Kansas  with  his  parents,  William  and  Lucinda 
(Malcolm)  Iman.  The}'  were  born  in  Mrgin'a. 
Tlie  father  of  William  Iman  was  Emanuel,  also  a  na- 
tive of  West  Virginia  and  of  German  descent.  The 
father  of  Lucinda  (Malcolm)  Iman,  was  William 
Malcolm  of  Scotland,  who  having  come  to  America 
reared  his  family  in  Virginia  and  there  died. 

In  the  3'ear  1871,  Mr.  Iman  took  up  160  acres  of 
land  under  the  Homestead  Act.  He  built  a  little 
frame  house  in  which  he  kept  "bachelor's  hall"  until 
his  marriage.  Previous  to  that  interesting  event 
he  had  made  some  improvements  upon  the  farm. 
In  the  spring  of  1884  he  began  the  nursery  business, 
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and  by  liis  honest  dealing  has  built  up  an  extensive 
trade.  He  guarantees  all  the  stock  he  sells,  and 
is  straightforward  in  all  his  business  transactions. 
At  the  home  of  the  bride  in  this  county,  in  Jan. 
uary  1875,  Mr.  Iman  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Mary  J.,  daughter  of  Calvin  and  Mary  A. 
Griffith.  Three  children  are  yet  living  to  brighten 
the  fireside  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Iman.  They  are  named 
respectively:  Florence,  Albert  C.  and  Carrie  M. 
The  third  born,  Charles,  died  at  the  age  of  four 
months. 

1  Mr.  Iman  is  a  member  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  of 
Clifton,  and  also  of  the  Select  Knights  of  the  same 
place.  He  is  not  only  an  honorable  business  man, 
but  is  a  hospitable  and  whole-souled  neighbor,  and 
a  reliable  citizen. 

(I]_^ENRY  H.  ELDER,  Esq.,  is  the  proprietor 
'jfjT  of  "Sunny  Side  Farm,"and  Postmaster  of  the 
{^^  post-office  of  DeWitt,  which  he  keeps  in  his 
(^  house.  "Sunny  Side  Farm"  is  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  places  in  AVashington  County.  It 
comprises  320  acres,  all  under  the  plow  and  neatl}' 
fenced.  The  dwelling  is  a  substantial  and  well  de- 
signed structure,  19x33  feet,  and  two  and  a  half 
stories  high,  having  two  good  rooms  on  the  third 
floor.  It  was  the  first  good  house  built  in  this  part 
of  the  county,  and  was  erected  in  1880.  An  ade- 
quate number  of  stables  and  other  outbuildings 
are  conveniently  located  upon  the  estate.  A  great 
number  of  trees  are  now  growing  at  "Sunny  Side." 
There  are  6.000  forest  trees,  150  apple,  200  mul- 
berry, and  some  peach  trees.  The  vineyard  con- 
tains about  500  stands  of  grapes,  and  the  place  is 
also  well  supplied  with  small  fruit. 

The  owner  of  this  beautiful  estate  is  a  native  of 
Johnson  Countj-,  Ind.  From  ciiildhood  to  the  age 
of  fifteen  lie  was  reared  in  Brown  County,  Ind.  He 
is  a  son  of  Stephen  and  Anna  (Stuart)  Elder.  The 
latter  was  a  daughter  of  James  Stuart,  who  emi- 
grated from  .Scotland  to  America  when  a  boy. 
James  Stuart  was  a  direct  descendant  of  the  re- 
nowned vScotch  family  of  that  name.  In  the  spring 
of   1849,    Stephen    Elder,   with  his  famil)'  of  eigiit 


children,  removed  to  Marion  County,  Iowa.  There 
he  still  lives  on  a  farm.  He  has  reached  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  eighty-two  years,  and  his  wife  that 
of  eighty. 

(Jur  subject  began  life  for  himself  by  taking  a 
trip  to  California  in  1854,  when  a  youth  of  nine- 
teen years.  In  company  with  others  he  crossed  the 
Missouri  River  on  the  4th  of  Maj',  and  reached 
Oregon  City  on  the  6th  of  September,  making  the 
trip  with  an  ox  team.  Going  from  Oregon  to  Cal- 
ifornia he  worked  in  the  mines  for  eleven  months. 
He  bought  in  with  a  friend,  and  they  worked  to- 
gether for  that  length  of  time,  taking  out  $6,000. 
Mr.  Elder's  share  was  $3,000.  and  with  this  he 
thought  he  would  take  a  trip  home.  Taking  ship 
at  San  Francisco,  Cal,  Oct.  5,  1855,  he  reached  New 
York  via  the  Isthmus  of  Panama,  landing  in  the 
metropolis  the  3d  of  November.  On  reaching 
Iowa  he  bought  a  share  in  his  brother's  store  at 
Knoxville,  where  he  remained  about  two  years.  He 
then  sold  out  and  engaged  in  farming,  at  which  oc- 
cupation he  continued  until  1869.  He  then,  with 
a  family  of  five  children,  removed  to  Kansas,  set- 
tling near  Lawrence.  There  he  bought  a  farm  on 
which  he  sojourned  three  years.  Selling  out,  he 
went  to  Alton,  formerly  Bull  City,  where  he  pre- 
empted a  piece  of  land.  In  1874,  having  traded 
his  place  there  for  the  northeast  quarter  of  section 
19  in  Coleman  Township,  he  prepaied  to  move  to 
this  count3'.  Before  settling  on  his  new  pl.ace,  how- 
ever, he  made  a  visit  to  his  former  home.  He  spent 
a  year  in  Iowa,  and  then  settled  where  he  now  re- 
sides. He  had  bought  the  northwest  quarter  of 
section  19,  adjoining  that  which  he  had  obtained  by 
exchange,  and  the  whole  forms  his  ()resent  fine 
estate  of  "Sunny  Side."  He  pays  considerable  at- 
tention to  stock-raising,  and  has  some  very  good 
grades  on  his  place. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Elder  took  place  Dec.  14, 
1856,  at  the  bride's  home  in  Iowa.  The  lady  with 
whom  he  was  united  was  Miss  Sarah  E.  Collins,  a 
daughter  of  Dr.  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  (Rhodes) 
Collins,  of  Oskaloosa.  The  maternal  grandparents 
of  Mrs.  Elder  came  to  Iowa  in  1847  from  Indiana. 
They  were  among  the  pioneers  of  the  former  State, 
where  they  lived  until  very  aged.  Mr.  and  Rlrs. 
Elder  have  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  eight  chil- 
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dren.  All  have  been  very  heallliy,  a  physician 
never  having  been  called  for  any  of  them. 

Tlie  eldest  daughter,  Ida,  married  S.  T.  Bissel. 
They  reside  on  their  farm  in  Wasiiington  Town- 
ship in  this  county.  Thej'  have  two  children.  Jennie, 
the  second  daughter,  married  C.  W.  Flaiz  of  this 
county.  He  is  a  Seventh  Day  Adventist  minister, 
and  will  locate  in  Minnesota.  They  have  four 
children.  William,  the  oldest  son,  lives  in  Des- 
Moine^s,  Iowa,  where  he  works  at  the  trade  of  ma- 
cliinist.  lie  has  two  children.  Harr}'  F.  is  now 
living  in  tliis  county,  wliere  he  owns  a  farm.  He 
has  one  child.  Rena  is  now  attending  school  at 
Emporia.  .She  has  also  attended  the  University  at 
Battle  Creek,  Mich., and  at  Healdsburg,  Sonom.i  Co., 
Cal.  She  is  a  teacher  by  profession;  Anna  is  at 
school  in  Emporia;  she  also  attended  school  at 
Healdsburg,  Cal.  Freddie,  a  lad  at  home, 
and  Charlie,  the  baby.  Mr.  Elder  has  taken 
great  pains  to  thoroughly  educate  his  children. 
Misses  Rena  and  Anna  are  both  well  versed  in  mu- 
sic in  addition  to  their  other  accomplishments. 

j\lr.  Elder  never  takes  anj'  part  in  political  mat- 
ters. He  and  his  family  keep  Saturday  as  a  day  of 
rest,  being  consistent  members  of  the  Seventh  Day 
Adventist  Church.  Tlie^^  have  been  identified  with 
that  denomination  for  over  thirty  years.  Only  a 
few  families  of  that  faith  are  in  tlie  neighborh(jod. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Elder,  in  addition  to  their  Christian 
characters,  possess  the  kind,  social  natures  which 
win    them  man)'  friends  wherever  the)'  are  known. 


'  ■^t»-^!^i^^^«5tf--<C5<f- 


FAR  I 


This 


itleman    is  the 


owner  and  occupant  of  a  pleasantly  located 
farm  m  Coleman  Township.  Washington 
County.  It  comprises  the  east  half  of  the 
southwest  quarter  of  section  1.  The  place  is  .all 
under  the  plow,  well  fenced,  and  supplied  with 
adequate  farm  buildings.  A  good  residence  occu- 
pies an  appropriate  place  upon  the  estate,  and  its 
liospitable  roof  shelters  a  pleasant  family  circle. 

Before  entering  upon  the  sketch  of  the  subject 
of  this  notice,  it  may  be  well  to  give  some  brief 
notes  in  regard  to  his  accestr}'.  The  first  of  the 
Faris  family,  who  came  to  this  country,   settled  at    | 


Culpeper  Courthouse,  Va.,  upon  his  arrival  from 
Ireland.  He  bore  the  name  of  William.  Follow- 
ing him  in  the  direct  line  came  .lohn  Faris,  who 
settled  at  Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  when  there  was  notli- 
ing  there  but  the  fort.  In  the  fort  the  family  had 
on  numerous  occasions  to  take  refuge  from  the 
Indians.  The  next  in  direct  line  was  Adam.  He 
married  Sarah  Irwin,  a  daughter  of  John  Irwin,  of 
Mt.  Vernon,  Ohio.  The  parents  of  John  Irwin 
were  pioneers  in  Ohio  to  which  place  they  emigrated 
from  Scotland  when  he  was  but  a  lad. 

Adam  and  Sarah  (Irwin)  Faris  lived  at  AVheel- 
ing  for  several  j-ears  after  their  marriage.  Tliey 
then  settled  in  Marshall  County,  HI.,  where  they 
lived  on  a  farm  for  twent3--eight  years.  Thence 
they  moved  to  Mt.  Pleasant,  Iowa,  which  was  their 
home  for  eight  years.  Their  last  removal  was  to 
Tarkio,  Mo.,  where  they  now  live  surrounded  by 
cliildren  and  marj'  friends.  There  they  celebrated 
their  golden  wedding  on  May  19.  1886,  six  child- 
ren and  eighteen  grandchildren  being  ()resent  on 
that  occasion. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  is  a  son  of 
the  above-mentioned  Adam  Faris.  He  wiis  born  in 
AVest  Virginia,  and  was  a  lad  of  eight  years  when 
the  family  removed  to  Illinois.  He  received  a 
common  school  education  in  the  latter  .State,  and 
finished  his  course  at  Howe's  Academj-  at  JIl. 
Pleasant,  Iowa.  .Subsequentl)'  he  took  a  commer- 
cial course  in  Spaulding's  Commercial  College  at 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 

The  patriotic  spirit  of  Mr.  Faris  was  roused  at 
his  country's  need,  and  lie  took  up  arms  in  defense 
of  the  Union.  He  became  a  member  of  Company 
H,  11th  Illinois  Cavalry,  under  the  command  of 
Col.  Robert  G.  Ingersoll.  He  participated  in  the 
campaigns  about  Vicksburg,  Corinth,  and  Tupelo. 
doing  gallant  service  with  his  regiment.  On  the 
Grierson  raid  he  received  two  scars.  A  bullet 
passed  through  the  fleshy  part  of  the  left  arm 
penetrating  the  left  breast,  and  he  also  received  a 
flesh  wound  in  the  left  hand.  He  received  an  hon- 
orable discharge  in  November,  18G5,  his  term  of 
service  having  expired. 

After  being  mustered  out  of  the  service.  Mr. 
Faris  returned  to  his  home  in  .Marshall  County. 
111.,  whence  he  went  to  .Mt.   Pleasant,  Iowa.     .Some 
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years  later  he  went  to  Atchison  County,  Mo., 
where  he  was  engaged  in  the  pursuit  of  agriculture 
until  1880.  Thence  he  removed  to  his  present 
home.  He  purchased  200  acres  of  land  at  the  time 
of  his  arrival  here,  but  has  since  sold  all  but  the 
eight}'  which  he  now  occupies. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  took  place  in  Belle- 
fontaine,  Ohio,  Dec.  23,  1875.  The  bride  was  Miss 
Emma  E.  Nelson,  daughter  of  J.  M.  and  Orpha 
(Oder)  Nelson.  Her  father  was  born  in  Washing- 
ton County,  Pa.,  being  the  son  of  John  Nelson, 
who  lived  to  be  ninety-four  years  of  age,  and  died 
in  Bellefontaine.  In  that  city  J.  M.  Nelson  is  still 
living,  having  reared  a  large  family.  The  mother 
of  Mrs.  Paris  was  born  at  Culpeper  Courthouse, 
Va.,  being  a  daughter  of  William  Oder  of  that 
place.  The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paris  has  re- 
sulted in  the  birth  of  three  children.  They  are: 
Harry  N..  a  lad  of  ten  years;  Willie  R.,  and 
Eddie  E. 

Mr.  Paris  is  of  Republican  politics  and  does 
his  share  of  friendly  fighting  in  a  campaign.  He 
is  a  Presbyterian,  being  descended  from  Presby- 
terian ancestry  on  both  sides  of  the  house.  He 
has  many  friends  in  the  community,  where  his  sterl- 
ing character  is  well  known. 


J"^  OHN  R.  HOAR  was  a  pioneer  of  Kansas  as 
j  early  as  1855,  coming  here  that  year  with  a 
I  colonj"^  from  Massachusetts,  to  aid  in  making 
'  the  Territory  a  free  State,  and  to  build  up 
for  himself  and  family  a  home  under  these  sunn}' 
skies,  and  in  so  doing  he  has  contributed  his  quota 
to  the  development  of  this  glorious  Commonwealth. 
From  that  time,  with  the  exception  of  the  years 
that  he  devoted  to  his  country's  service  as  a  loyal 
soldier  and  assisted  in  carrying  on  the  war,  he  has 
been  a  respected  resident  of  Riley  County,  and  has 
been  actively  associated  with  its  agricultural  and 
industrial  interests,  and  has  acquired  a  handsome 
competence.  He  now  has  a  fine  place,  pleasantly 
located,  one-half  mile  from  the  city  of  Manhattan, 
where  he  has  erected  a  commodious  house  of  a 
l)retty,  modern  style  of  architecture,  making  one 
of  the  most  attractive  homes  in  this  vicinit}'. 


Our  subject  was  born  in  the  famous  old  town  of 
Concord,  Middlesex  Co.,  Mass.,  Jan.  13,  1827,  a 
descendant  of  good  old  New  England  stock.  Sam- 
uel Hoar,  his  father,  was  born,  reared  and  married 
in  that  town.  He  was  a  wheelwright  by  trade,  and 
also  followed  farming  the  most  of  the  time,  and  re- 
sided in  Concord  or  adjoining  towns  until  after  the 
war,  when  he  came  to  Riley  County,  and  here  the 
good  old  man  ended  his  days  in  the  home  of  our 
subject.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Mary 
Catherines.  She  was  also  of  Massachusetts  birth, 
born  in  Charlestown,  now  a  part  of  Boston,  and  her 
death  occurred  in  her  native  State,  in  the  town  of 
Waltham,  prior  to   her  husband's  decease. 

John  Hoar  was  reared  amid  the  pleasant  scenes 
of  his  birth,  and  when  quite  young  was  employed 
in  a  cotton  factory  in  Waltham,  the  home  of  Gen. 
Banks,  who  was  one  of  iiis  mates  in  the  factory  at 
that  time.  Our  subject  worked  in  the  factory  or 
on'a  farm  until  1847,  and  then,  a  venturesome,  high- 
spirited  youth  of  twenty  years,  wishing  to  see  some- 
thing of  the  world,  he  enlisted  in  the  United  States 
naval  service,  and  did  duty  on  three  different  ves- 
sels until  after  the  Mexican  War,  when  he  was  dis- 
charged from  the  United  States  war  ship  "Galatin" 
in  1848.  After  that  he  gave  three  years'  time  to 
learning  the  trade  of  a  carpenter  in  Waltham.  We 
next  hear  of  him  as  voyaging  in  a  whaling  vessel, 
sailing  from  Beverly,  Mass.,  to  the  banks  of  New- 
foundland, the  whole  trip  consuming  eighteen 
months.  In  1854  he  retired  from  the  sea.  and  was 
engaged  as  a  carpenter  on  the  State  Reform  School 
at  Westboro,  Mass.  He  carried  on  his  trade  in  his 
native  State  until  the  spring  of  1855,  and  then  at 
Framingham,  Mass.,  joined  a  colony  that  was 
bound  for  the  Territory  of  Kansas,  to  locate  on  its 
rich  soil  and  found  new  homes,  and  to  assist  the 
pioneers  who  had  preceded  them  in  their  struggle 
against  the  pro-slavery  element.  They  came  by 
rail  to  St.  Louis,  then  the  western  terminus  of  the 
railway;  from  there  by  steamer  to  Kansas  Cit}', 
and  thence  b}^  ox  teams  to  Lawrence.  There  our 
subject  and  others  left  their  families  and  came  to 
the  junction  of  the  Big  Blue  and  Kansas  rivers  in 
search  of  a  suitable  location.  On  the  present  site  of 
IManhattan,  where  there  was  not  at  the  time  a  family 
living,  Mr.  Hoar  made  a  claim  to  a  quarter-section 
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of  land  that  is  now  included  in  the  city  limits,  and 
he  remained  here  to  hold  his  claim,  while  his 
brother-in-law,  Mr.  Flag,  returned  to  Lawrence  for 
iNIrs.  Flag  and  Mrs.  Hoar.  To  these  sisters  belong 
the  distinction  of  having  been  the  first  women  to 
live  where  the  city  of  Manhattan  now  stands.  They 
were  good  t_ypes  of  the  noble,  self-sacrlflcing,  capa- 
ble pioneer  women,  who  cheerfully  left  comfortable 
Eastern  homes  to  accompany  husbands,  fathers  and 
brothers  to  the  wild  Western  frontier,  and  by  the 
encouragement  of  their  presence,  their  sympathy 
and  their  lofty  patriotism  they  did  much  to  make 
Kansas  a  Free  State.  Mrs.  Hoar  and  Mrs.  F'lag  are 
still  living,  and  they  have  been  interested  witnesses 
of  the  entire  growth  of  the  county,  and  their  hus- 
bands owe  much  to  their  able  co-operation.  For 
sonic  months  after  coming  here,  Mr.  Hoar  and  his 
family  resided  in  a  tent,  and  during  that  time  he 
hewed  logs  and  split  puncheon  for  floors,  and  by 
fall  had  erected  a  comfortable  log  cabin.  There 
were  but  few  inhabitants  in  that  region,  and  Kansas 
City  was  the  nearest  depot  of  supplies.  Our  sub- 
ject being  fond  of  hunting  had  a  rich  field  in  which 
to  pursue  that  pastime,  for  deer,  wild  turkeys  and 
other  game  roamed  the  prairies  around  them,  and 
where  Junction  City  now  stands  he  once  killed  a 
buffalo.  The  following  year  people  began  to  come 
in  quite  freely,  and  the  country  assumed  a  more 
civilized  aspect.  Mr.  Hoar  resided  in  Manhattan 
until  1858,  and  then  pre-empted  a  claim  from  the 
Government  on  the  south  side  of  Kansas  River. 
There  was  a  log  cabin  on  the  place,  which  he  re- 
placed by  a  more  commodious  frame  house,  and 
he  engaged  in  agriculture  there  until  1863.  In  the 
month  of  February,  that  year,  he  laid  aside  his 
farming  implements  to  take  up  arms  in  the  cause 
of  the  Union,  enlisting  in  Company  L,  lltli  Kansas 
Cavalry,  and  serving  faithfully  until  the  close  of 
the  war.  He  fought  with  his  regiment  in  Missouri, 
Arkansas  and  on  the  frontier,  and  was  mustered 
out  with  his  comrades  in  1865.  RetLirning  to  his 
Kansas  home,  he  sought  and  found  work  as  a  car- 
penter, and  continued  to  live  on  his  farm  and  to 
attend  to  its  cultivation  until  1888,  greatly  increas- 
ing its  value  by  the  good  improvements  that  he 
made,  and  he  then  sold  it  for  a  good  price  and 
built  his   present   residence.      He    has    twenty-rn(^ 


acres  of  lantl  around  hi.s  home,  and  owns  besides 
valuable  property  in  Manhattan. 

To  tiie  wife,  who  shares  his  home  and  makes  it 
the  comfortable  and  cozy  abiding  place  that  it  is, 
Mr.  Hoar  was  united  in  marriage  in  1853.  Her 
maiden  name  was  Emeline  Fisk,  and  she  was  born 
in  Weston,  Mass.  She  is  a  lady  of  fine  Christian 
character,  and  in  her  the  Congregational  Church 
finds  one  of  its  most  consistent  members.  She  is 
the  mother  of  two  children:  Frank,  a  resident  of 
Sedalia,  Mo.,  and  Emma,  living  at  home. 

But  few  people  have  been  residents  of  Riley 
County  longer  than  our  subject,  who  is  well-known 
among  the  old  settlers  and  more  recent  comers, 
and  by  all  he  is  justly  held  iu  liigh  regard  as  one 
of  its  most  desirable  citizens.  He  is  a  sensible, 
thoughtful,  keen-sighted  man,  independent  in  his 
views,  and  prudent  and  sagacious  in  the  manage- 
ment of  his  affairs.  In  politics  he  champions  the 
cause  of  the  Union  Labor  party. 


HILIP  WASHINGTON  ZEIGLER,  a  cit- 
izen of  prominence  in  Manhattan,  one  who 
las  been  a  leader  in  its  public  affairs  and 
in  promoting  its  business  interests,  is  the 
proprietor  of  a  well-appointed  and  well-stocked 
hardware  store  and  a  tinner's  shop,  which  he  man- 
ages together,  carrying  on  a  large  and  profitable 
trade.  He  was  born  in  Bedford  County,  Pa., 
Nov.  30,  1828,  and  is  a  son  of  Joseph  and  Eliza- 
beth (Mathias)  Zeigler,  who  were  natives  of  Phila- 
depliia  County,  Pa.  The  paternal  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  Michael  Zeigler,  was  engaged  in  the 
mercantile  business  during  his  life,  and  in  the  time 
of  the  Revolution  he  supplied  the  Colonial  Army 
with  stores  and  was  paid  in  Continental  scrip,  which 
proving  worthless  at  the  close  of  the  war.  the  most 
of  his  proper!}'  was  swept  away.  After  that  he  re- 
moved to  Franklin  County  and  established  a  tan- 
nery, and  conducted  that  business  there  until  death 
called  him  from  the  scene  of  his  earthly  labors.  To 
him  and  his  wife  were  born  eightchildrcn — .Michael, 
Isaac,  Henry,  Joseph,  and  four  sisters,  all  dead. 

The  father  of  our  subject  wis  reared   in   his   na- 
tive state  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and   iu    18.33    he 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


removed  to  Franklin  County,  and  locating  on  a 
farm  near  Chambershurg.  was  activel}^  engaged  in 
farming  there  until  1 854.  In  that  year  he  became 
a  pioneer  of  Bureau  County,  111.,  buying  a  tract  of 
rich  land  two  miles  north  of  Wyanet,  which  he  im- 
proved into  a  fine  farm,  and  on  which  he  made 
his  home  until  he  closed  his  eyes  in  death,  in  1885, 
at  a  ripe  old  age. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  died  when  lie  was 
only  six  years  of  age,  and  after  he  was  deprived  of 
her  tender  care  he  continued  to  live  with  his  father 
until  he  was  sixteen  years  old,  and  then — a  sturdy, 
manly,  self-reliant  youth — he  was  apprenticed  to 
learn  the  tinner's  trade  in  Chambersburg.  After 
serving  four  years  he  did  journej'man  work  in 
Huntingdon  one  year,  in  Johnstown  a  year  and  a 
half,  and  after  that  in  Pittsburg,  Cleveland,  Chi- 
cago and  Princeton  (111.)  In  1863  he  came  still 
further  Westward  as  far  as  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  and 
engaged  in  business  in  that  city  for  himself  for 
three  years,  returning  at  the  end  of  that  time  to 
Princeton,  111.,  where  he  carried  on  business  for 
one  year.  Then,  in  1867,  he  came  to  Manhattan, 
attracted  thither  by  the  opportunities  offered  in  a 
growing,  thriving  town  for  any  man  of  sufticient 
enterprise  and  vigor  to  make  money.  He  imme- 
diately opened  a  hardware  store  and  established  a 
tin-shop  in  connection  with  it,  and  is  managing 
both  with  marked  success.  He  carries  a  complete 
line  of  hardware,  stoves,  cutlery,  etc.,  and  his  shop 
is  amply  supplied  with  all  the  necessary  machinery 
for  the  different  branches  of  the  tin  trade. 

Mr.  Zeigler  was  married  in  Princeton,  III.,  in 
October,  1862,  to  Dorcas  E.  Newell,  and  three 
children  have  come  to  bless  their  home — Harry, 
Hattie  and  Grace.  Hattie  is  now  the  wife  of  Lee 
Shaffer,  and  lives  in  Manhattan.  Mrs.  Zeigler  was 
born  in  Princeton,  111.,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Ben- 
jamin Newell,  a  pioneer  of  that  place,  :^he  and 
her  husband  are  devoted  members  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church,  and  their  lives  are  guided  by  holy 
Christian  principles. 

In  a  man  of  Mr.  Zeigler's  sound  understanding, 
good  business  habits  and  methods,  whose  integrity 
is  beyond  suspicion,  his  fellow  citizens  have  found 
an  able  and  faithful  public  officer — one  who  never 
neglected  or  betrayed  a  trust — and  he  has  served 


with  honor  as  Mayor  of  Manhattan,  as  a  member 
of  the  City  Council,  and  for  three  years  as  County 
Commissioner  of  Riley  County.  In  politics  he  is 
a  decided  Republican,  and  lends  his  influence  to 
promote  the  intei-ests  of  his  party. 

A  portrait  of  Mr.  Zeigler  accompanies  this  sketch. 


eHRISTOPHER  C.  Fl'NNELL.  The  men 
who  first  settled  in  Clifton,  Washington 
County,  and  assisted  in  the   building  up  of 

its  various  interests,  are  worthy  of  more  than  a 
])assing  notice.  Mr.  Funnell.  one  of  its  most 
successful  and  enterprising  men,  was  the  pioneer 
lumberman  of  this  place,  establishing  himself  in 
business  here  in  January,  1878,  just  after  the  com- 
pletion of  the  Missouri  Pacific  Railroad  through 
this  section.  He  commenced  in  a  modest  manner 
in  proportion  to  his  means  and  the  probable  extent 
of  his  patronage,  and  has  gradually  broadened  his 
facilities  until  he  has  one  of  the  largest  and  best- 
equipped  lumber-yards  in  either  Washington  or 
Clay  counties.  He  carries  a  full  stock  of  all  kinds 
of  building  material,  and  has  had  control  of  a  large 
territory,  receiving  orders  throughout  this  and  ad- 
joining counties. 

In  former  j'ears  Mr.  Funnell  was  engaged  as  a 
farmer  in  Sherman  Township,  Clay  County,  this 
State,  where  he  took  up  a  homestead  in  1871.  He 
increased  his  landed  possessions  until  he  was  the 
owner  of  533  acres,  and  besides  this  he  owns  400 
acres  in  Sheridan  Township,  Washington  County, 
also  108  acres  in  Mulberry  Township,  Claj'  County. 
The  whole  is  improved,  and  lying  at  a  convenient 
distance  to  the  town  of  Clifton,  is  quite  valuable. 
Mr.  Funnell  proved  a  success  as  an  agriculturist, 
and  operated  in  live-stock  with  fine  results. 

Coming  to  Clay  County,  Kan.,  in  the  spring  of 
1870,  Mr.  Funnell  had  in  view  a  visit  to  California, 
but  was  so  pleased  with  this  section  of  country 
that  he  concluded  to  locate  here.  He  is  a  native 
of  Norfolk,  England,  and  was  born  Dec.  25,  1844. 
Upon  coming  to  America  he  was  a  resident  of 
Iowa  for  some  years.  His  father  and  his  paternal 
grandfather,    each  bearing  the  name  of    William, 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


were  likewise  natives  of  Norfolk,  anrl  both  emi- 
grated to  America  and  to  Kansas.  The  latter  died 
and  was  buried  in  Clifton. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  railroad  con- 
tractor in  England,  and  was  married  in  his  native 
town  to  Miss  Elizabeth  (Tcrmany.  This  lady  was 
born  and  reared  not  far  from  the  early  home  of 
her  husband,  and  they  lived  in  England  until  all 
but  one  of  their  children  were  born.  They  came 
to  America  in  1851,  embarking  from  Liverpool  on 
the  sailing-vessel  -'The  Crown,"  a  three-master. 
They  were  overtaken  by  a  storm  near  Newfound- 
land, in  which  the  masts  were  swept  away  and  the 
vessel  was  driven  back  across  the  ocean  to  the  coast 
of  Ireland  within  three  days,  opposite  a  little  village 
known  as  Passage.  Later  they  put  into  port  at  Tra- 
more,  where  William  Funnell  and  his  family  found 
a  home  for  nine  months.  He  in  the  meantime  en- 
gaged as  a  contractor,  rescuing  land  from  the  sea, 
and  there  the  youngest  child  of  the  family  was 
born. 

The  Funnell  family  in  leaving  Ireland  went  to 
Bristol,  and  then  to  Holland,  where  they  lived  some 
years,  the  father  operating  as  a  railroad  contractor, 
and  there  Christopher  C.  attended  school.  Finally 
the  family  returned  to  England,  and  in  1860  all 
came  to  the  United  States,  being  successful  in  laud- 
ing in  New  York  City  from  the  steamer  '-Edinburg." 
In  due  time  they  proceeded  Westward  to  Iowa, 
settling  near  the  present  site  of  Letts,  Louisa 
County.  William  Funnell  purchased  a  farm  and 
began  life  anew,  remaining  there  until  September, 
1865.  The  famih'  then  all  went  back  to  England, 
where  the  eldest  son,  Henry,  had  gone  two  yeais 
before,  in  1863. 

In   March,  1868.   the  subject  of  this  sketch  and 
his  brother  George   returned  to   the  United  States 
and    sought   the  town  of    Letts,   Iowa,  where  later 
they  were  joined  b}'  an  older  brother,  Henry.  A  year 
later  their  brother  William  came,  and  after  a  lime 
they  separated,  and  Christopher  C.  decided  to  visit   j 
his  kinspeople  in  Kansas.     This  was  in  1870.    After   [ 
coming  here,  however,   he  was  induced  to   remain    j 
and  succeeded  in  getting  his  brother  William  here. 
Then  began  the  career  of  our  subject,    which   has 
been  so  successful. 

Mr.  Funnell  came  to  this  region  a  bachelor,  but   [ 


later  decided  that  it  was  not  good  for  man  to  be 
alone,  and  was  married,  in  Clay  County,  .June  30i 
1874,  to  Miss  Charlotte  Kreeck.  This  lady  was 
born  in  Ross  County.  Ohio,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
John  and  Eva  H.  (Uhrig)  Kreeck,  who  came  to 
Kansas  in  1872.  They  settled  on  a  large  tract  of 
land  in  Clay  Count}-,  and  here  Mr.  Kreeck  died  at 
the  age  of  forty-three  years.  The  mother  survives 
and  is  a  very  active  and  intelligent  old  lady.  Two 
of  the  six  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Funnell 
are  deceased,  viz.:  an  infant  unnamed,  and  Char- 
lotte, who  died  when  twenty-two  months  of  age. 
The  survivors  are  Ellsworth  C,  Floyd.  Karl  and 
Roy.  They  form  a  very  bright  and  intelligent 
quartet,  all  remaining  under  the  parental  roof. 

Politically,  Mr.  Funnell  is  identified  with  the 
Republican  party.  He  and  his  wife  are  members 
in  good  standing  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
William  Funnell  and  his  wife  still  cling  to  the  doc- 
trines of  the  Church  of  F^ngland.  They  are  now 
retired  from  active  labor,  and  enjoy  the  comforts 
of  a  pleasant  home  in  the  village  of  Clifton.  Their 
son,  Christopher  C,  owns  and  occupies  one  of  the 
finest  residences  in  the  city,  and  which,  from  its 
location,  commands  a  fine  view.  It  is  handsomely 
furnished,  and  indicative  at  all  points  of  ample 
means  and  cultivated  tastes.  The  family  holds  a 
leading  ix)sition  in  the  social  circles  of  their  com- 
munity, and  number  their  friends  among  the  best 
people. 


RVILLE  HUNTRESS,  a  member  of  the 
of  Commissioners  of  Riley  County,  is 
carrying  on  a  large  mercantile  business  in 
Manhattan,  with  Mr.  Stingley,  under  the  firm  name 
of  Stingley  &  Huntress.  They  have  a  commodi- 
ous, handsomely-fitted  up  store  on  the  corner  of 
Poyntz  avenue  and  Second  street,  and  carr}-  a  very 
large  stock  of  goods.  In  the  department  fronting 
on  the  avenue  the}'  have  an  elegant  assortment  of 
dry  goods  and  gentleman's  furnishing  goods,  and  in 
the  department  opening  cm  Second  streel,  they  have 
groceries  of  all  kinds  and  a  well-selectetl  supply  of 
china,  crocker}-,  glassware,  etc. ;  and  they  have  also 
a  large  warehouse  on  Second  street  for  the  sale  of 
carriages,  agricultural  implements,  and  everything 
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found  in  such  an  establishment.  Mr.  Huntress 
represents  one  of  the  oldest  pioneer  families  of  Kan- 
sas, and  his  father  was  in  liis  time  not  onl}' a  prom- 
inent business  man  of  Riley  County,  but  he  was 
for  many  years  closely  identified  with  Its  public 
life  as  one  of  its  leading  officials,  an  incumbent  at 
different  times  of  some  of  its  most  important  offi- 
ces. 

Our  subject  is  a  New  Englander  by  birth,  his 
early  home  being  near  the  town  of  Canton,  Ox- 
ford Co..  ISIe.  His  father,  Amasa  Huntress, 
was  also  a  native  of  the  Pine  Tree  State,  and  was 
there  reared  on  a  farm.  He  continued  to  live  in 
ISIaine  after  his  marriage  until  1857,  when  he  re- 
moved with  his  wife  and  three  children  to  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Kansas,  the  long  journey  being  made  by 
rail  as  far  as  Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  then  the  western 
terminus  of  the  railway,  from  there  to  Kansas  City 
by  steamer,  and  thence  overland  to  Manhattan,  ar- 
riving April  11  of  that  year.  They  found  this  to 
be  a  town  of  but  seventeen  buildings,  most  of  them 
of  a  rude  structure,  and  the  surrounding  country 
but  sparsely  inhabited  indeed,  there  being  only  a 
few  settlers  along  the  streams  and  timber.  Mr. 
Huntress  located  in  the  village,  but  took  a  claim 
six  miles  away  from  here  in  a  southerly  direction, 
which  after  improving  to  some  extent  he  sold  in  a 
few  years  and  bought  town  property.  A  few  years 
after  he  came  here  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of 
County  Clerk,  opening  a  grocery  store  here,  which 
he  carried  on  with  good  financial  success  some 
years.  The  last  year  or  two  before  his  death, which 
occurred  Jan.  23d,  1883,  he  lived  retired  from 
active  business.  He  was  a  n.au  whose  native  ability, 
strong  character  and  high  reputation  brought  him 
to  the  front,  and,  as  before  mentioned,  he  was  con- 
spicuous in  the  public  life  of  the  countit^.  And  be- 
sides holding  the  County  Clerkship  from  1862  to 
1866,  he  was  County  Treasurer  from  1867  to  1871. 
He  acted  as  County  Assessor  from  1866  to  1870, 
and  was  Registrar  of  Deeds  for  Riley  County  for 
four  years. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject  was 
Clarissa  Davis,  and  she  was  born  in  Kcnnebunkport, 
Me.,  and  died  in  Manhattan.  Of  the  three  children 
born  of  her  wedded  life  the  following  is  recorded : 
George  G.  died  i':    1861 ;  Clara  J.    is    the  wife   of 


Samuel  Long,  and  lives  in  Manhattan ;  Orville.  of 
whom  we  write  was  the  youngest  child  of  the  fam- 
ily, and  was  eleven  years  of  age  when  he  settled 
with  his  parents  in  Manhattan. 

He  had  attended  the  public  schools  in  Maine  bo- 
fore  coming  to  Kansas,  and  after   coming  here   he 
was  a  pupil  in  the  pioneer  schools  of  Manhattan. 
I    He  commenced  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  printer  in 
j    the  office  of  the  first  paper  ever  published  in  Man- 
1    hattan,    and   worked    at    his    calling    the    greater 
j    part  of  the    time    for    five    years,   and  for  awhile 
i    in    Leavenworth,    where     he    joined    the    Typo- 
j   graphical    Union,    No.    45,   and    still    retains    his 
certificate  of  membership.     In  the  year  of  1866  he 
entered    the   emplo}'   of   Higinbotham    Bros. .  as  a 
clerk,  and  was  with  them  until  they  sold  out  their 
business,  when  he  became  bookeeper    in    the    Blue 
Valley  Bank,  retaining  that  position  until  1869.     In 
that   year  he    formed    a  partnership  with    G.    W. 
1    Higinbotham,  and  A.  Stingley,  and  they  opened  a 
general  store,  under  the  firm  name  of  G.  W.  Hig- 
]   inbotham  &  Co.      Jan.    1,  1875,  Mr.  Higinbotham 
withdrew    from   the    firm,  which    then   carried    on 
business    as    Stingley  &   Huntress    till    1880,  when 
Mr.  Higinbotham  again  joined  them,  and  the  firm 
became    Higinbotham,    Stingley    &    Huntress.     In 
1880    these  gentlemen  built  the  Blue  Valley  flour- 
ing mills,  and  when  in  May,  1886,  the  partnership 
was   again   dissolved,  Mr.    Higinbotham   took  the 
mill  as  his  share,  and  Messrs.  Huntress  and  Sting- 
ley the    mercantile  business,  ^vhich  they  still    con- 
tinue under  the  name  of  Stingley  &  Huntress.      In 
the  fall    of   1886    they  removed  to   their   present 
pleasant,  commodious  quarters  on    the   corner    of 
Poyntz  avenue  and  Second  street.    They  have  pros- 
pered   exceedingly    in    their    business    5^'hieh    has 
grown  to  be  one  of    the    most    important   of  the 
citj',  commanding  a  large  custom  under  their  ex- 
cellent and  enterprising  management. 

Mr.  Huntress  has  been  twice  married.  The 
maiden  name  of  his  first  wife,  to  whom  he  was 
united  in  February,  1868,  was  Louisa  M.  Stingley. 
She  was  born  in  1844,  in  West  Virginia,  Hardy 
County,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Polly  Stingley. 
This  good  and  true  woman,  devoted  wife  and 
mother,  passed  away  Oct.  9,  1880.  She  was  the 
mother  of  four  children,  of  whom  Edith,  the  only 
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one  DOW  living,  was  born  in  March  1879.  The  re- 
cord of  the  others  is  as  follows:  Kate,  born  in 
March,  1869,  died  in  May,  1888;  Georgiana,  born 
in  March,  1872,  died  in  February,  1876;  Fanny  D., 
born  in  February,  1876,  died  in  March,  1878. 

Mr.  Huntress  was  married  to  liis  present  wife  in 
.lune,  1885.  A  true  home-maker,  under  her  super- 
vision their  dwelling  is  a  pleasant  retreat  to  him  from 
the  cares  of  business  and  public  life.  She  is  a  wise 
mother  to  the  little  daughter  so  early  bereft  of  her 
own  mother,  and  is  carefully  training  her  to  a  noble 
womanhood. 

Coming  here  when  a  young  lad  when  Manhattan 
was  but  a  small  collection  of  rudely  constructed 
houses,  with  no  pretensions  to  its  present  size  and 
importance  as  a  metropolis,  Mr.  Huntress  grew  up 
with  the  city,  and  since  attaining  manhood  has 
been  an  active  agent  in  extending  its  business  and 
commercial  interests,  and  has  been  an  encourager 
of  all  enterprises  tending  to  its  moral,  social  or 
financial  advancement.  He  and  his  wife  are  influ- 
ential members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  are 
people  of  exceeding  liberality  in  contributing  to 
charitable  or  benevolent  objects.  The  mantle  of 
his  father  seems  to  have  fallen  on  our  subject,  for 
he  too  is  prominent  in  the  administration  of  the 
public  affairs  of  Riley  County,  having  been  elected 
to  the  Board  of  County  Commissioners  in  1887, 
and  his  course  in  office  shows  him  to  be  guided  by 
the  purest,  most  disinterested  and  patriotic  of  mo- 
tives, the  desire  to  benefit  the  county.  Since  he 
attained  his  majority  he  has  steadily  and  consist- 
ently given  his  sui)port  to  the  Republican  party. 


^  AMES  WHITNEY,  farmer  and  stock-man  on 
||  section  1,  Highland  Township,  AVashington 
County,  makes  a  specialty  of  raising  Short- 
horn cattle.  His  estate  comprises  320  acres 
on  which  he  has  put  adequate  and  substantial  im- 
provements. The  pleasant  home  is  presided  over 
by  an  intelligent  and  capable  woman,  who  gener- 
ously dispenses  hospitality  to  all  who  cross  the 
threshold. 

rJacub   Whitney,  the  father   uf  our    suliject,  was 


born  in  Connecticut,  and  his  wife,  who  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Nellie  Freeman,  was  also  a  native 
New  England.  They  first  settled  in  Delaware 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  they  continued  to  make  their 
home  and  where  they  died.  They  had  a  family  of 
thirteen  children,  our  subject  being  one  of  the 
younger  members. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  the  Town- 
ship of  Andes,  Delaware  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Aug.  9. 
1835.  He  was  about  nine  years  old  when  he  came 
to  Ogle  County,  III.,  with  an  acquaintance  of  his 
father.  With  this  gentleman.  Hiram  Dustin  Wood, 
he  lived  over  fifteen  years.  He  then  engaged  in 
farming  for  himself  in  Ogle  County.  AVhen  eigh- 
teen years  old  he  went  to  Buchanan  County,  Iowa, 
and  bought  a  tract  of  Government  land.  This  he 
afterward  sold  and  with  its  proceeds  purchased  a 
farm  in  Flagg  Township,  Ogle  Count}-,  where  he 
lived  about  four  years.  He  then  sold  and  bought 
a  cheaper  farm  in  Pine  Rock  Township,  where  he 
also  lived  about  four  years.  At  the  expiration  of 
this  time  he  sold  the  Pine  Rock  farm  and  bought  a 
larger  one  in  Dement  Township.  On  the  latter  he 
resided  until  1879,  when  he  came  to  Osboru 
County,  Kan.  Here  he  spent  about  a  year,  after 
which  he  located  in  Jefferson  County,  Neb.  After 
a  sojourn  there  of  about  eighteen  months,  he  rented 
the  farm  on  which  he  was  living,  and  removed  to 
the  estate  which  he  is  now  occupying,  it  having 
been  purchased  by  him  before  he  left  Illinois. 

In  Ogle  County,  111.,  May  27,  1857,  Miss  Emily 
A.  Haynes  became  the  wife  of  our  subject.  Miss 
Ilaynes  was  born  in  Andes  Township,  Delaware 
Co.,  N.  Y'.,  Dec.  22,  1836.  Her  parents  were 
William  and  Nancy  (Wood)  Haynes,  the  former  a 
native  of  New  Hampshire  and  the  latter  of  New 
Y'ork.  The  parents  first  settled  in  Ulster  County, 
N.  Y,,  and  afterwards  removed  to  Delaware  County, 
where  Mr.  Haynes  died  Dec.  8,' 1840.  His  widow  re- 
moved to  Illinois  and  died  Jan.  27,  1870.  in  Ogle 
County.  Their  family  consisted  of  five  children, 
Mrs.  Whitney  being  the  youngest. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Whitney  are  the  parents  of  eight 
children.  Emily  L.  died  when  about  four  years  old  ; 
James  C.  married  Laura  I.  Pickering;  Calvin  T. 
married  Miss  Ida  South  worth;  Rosetta  B.  is  the 
wife  of  J.  C.  Lee;  George  II.  aud  Florence  I.,  died 
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when  quite  young;  Frances  M.  is  unmarried;    Ar- 
thur F.  died  when  ten  years  old. 

Mr.  \Vhitney\is  a  Republican^band  never  fails  to 
cast  his  vote  in  the  interests  of  the  party.  He  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  in  which  lie  has  filled  many  offices.  Both 
take  ail  active  part  in  all  church  work/ and  are  in- 
terested in  every  enterprise  that  will  add  to  the 
prosperity  and'best  interests  of  their  community. 
Both  the  Whitney  ^and  Haynes  families  are  of  Eng- 
glish  ancestry,  and'the  great  grandfather  of  Mrs. 
Whitney  was  a  memlier   of  the  Continental  Con- 


ELIJAH  WOOLB 
to  Washington 
territory,'  andh 


LIJAH  WOOLBERT.  This  gentleman  came 
County,  while  Kansas  was  a 
has  been  an  eye  witness  to  the 
gradual  growth  of  the  county  and  the  development 
of  her  resources.  He  has  shared  in  the  trials  of 
the  early  settler,  and  .assisted  in  the  [improvement 
and  upbuilding  of  this  section  of  the  State.  In  July, 
1860,  he  located  in  the  county  and  built  the  first 
house  on  the  site  where  Washington  now  stands. 
There  he  made  bis  home  for  about  three  years.  He 
then  changed  his  location  to  section  3.3.  Farmington 
Township,  where  he  has  since  lived. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Mathias  and  Ly- 
dia  (Lester)  Woolbert,  both  of  whom  were  born 
in  Pennsylvania.  The  father  died  in  Tompkins 
Count}',  N.  Y.,  and  the  motiier  in  Steuben  County. 
The  paternal  family  consisted  of  eight  children,  of 
whom  our  subject  was  the  sixth.  He  was  born  in 
Northampton  County,  Pa„  March  1.  1820.  Wlien 
he  was  quite  young  his  father  removed  to  Tompkins 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  died.  When  our  subject 
was  about  eight  years  old  his  mother  remarried 
and  removed  to  Br.adford  County,  Pa.  When 
about  eleven  years  of  age,  they  removed  to  Tioga 
County,  N.  Y..  where  he  remained  until  he  was 
seventeen.  The  family  then  removed  to  Chautau- 
qua Count}',  N.  Y.  About  two  years  later  our  sub- 
ject came  to  Illinois,  where  he  spent  a  few  montiis, 
and  then  returned  to  the  family  home.  A  short 
time  afterward  he  went  to  Steuben  County,  N.  Y.. 
where  he  lived  for  seventeen  years,  being  emploj'ed 
the  most  of  the  time  in  lumbering  on  the   Susque- 


hanna River.  At  the  expiration  of  the  period  j 
mentioned  he  started  for  the  West,  and  upon  reach- 
Michigan  spent  a  short  time  there.  In  185'J,  ho 
came  to  the  southed  part  of  Kansas,  and  the  fol- 
lowing summer,  as  before  stated,  settled  in  tliis 
county.  Since  his  arrival  in  this  State  he  has  given 
his  attention  to  farming  and  stock-raising  which  he 
has  carried  on  successfully.  The  160  acres  of  land 
which  he  took  up  on  section  33,  have  been  well  im- 
proved, and  now  present  a  very  different  appear- 
ance from  what  they  did  when  he  tiled    his  claim. 

Mr.  Woolbert  was  married  in  Steuben  County. 
N.  Y.,  Oct.  18,  1846,  to  Hannah  Van  Norman,  who 
was  born  in  Albany  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1823.  The 
union  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  five  children.  One 
daughter,  Cora,  died  when  about  four  years  old. 
The  others  have  grown  to  an  honored  and  useful 
manhood  and  womanhood,  and  are  bearing  well 
their  part  in  the  battle  of  life.  They  are:  Nancy, 
the  wife  of  Thomas  Ferguson;  Warren  P.  who  mar- 
ried Miss  Augusta  Pereival;  Lester  E.,  who  mar- 
ried Miss  Mollie  Bourquin;and  William  N.,  who 
married  Miss  Maggie  Holland. 

Mr.  Woolbert  has  filled  the  office  of  County  As- 
sessor two  terms  and  shown  himself  a  competent 
judge  of  property  valuation.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Republican. 


l^s^AMUEL  K.  HECK.  Occasionally  in  hi.s 
^^^  travels  the  biographer  encounters  an  old 
(|l/_ll)  partiot  who  cherishes  the  record  of  liis 
army  life  during  the  Civil  War,  as  one  of 
the  most  precious  relics  connected  with  his  careei'. 
and  Mr.  Heck  may  properly  be  numbered  among 
these.  He  had  a  full  experience  of  a  soldier's  life, 
and  spent  a  season  in  Andersonville  prison,  which 
has  become  historical  on  account  of  its  terrors.  He 
has  been  quite  an  extensive  traveler,  having  looked 
upon  a  large  portion  of  the  United  States,  and  be- 
ing a  man  who  has  kept  his  eyes  open  to  what  was 
going  on  around  iiiin  in  the  world.  His  later  years 
have  been  occupied  with  farming  pursuits,  and  his 
homestead  lies  on  section  2,  Strawberry  Township. 
Washington  County. 

Pennsylvania,  which  has  furnished  so  many  men 
toward  the  development  of  the  Great  West,  is  the 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


901 


native  State  of  Mr.  Heek,  his  birth  occurring  in 
Westmoreland  County,  Oct.  10,  1840.  His  father, 
Jacob  Heck,  died  when  a  young  man,  when  Sam- 
uel K.  was  two  years  old.  The  mother  lived  until 
about  1881,  spending  her  last  years  in  Missouri. 
Until  twenty-one  years  old  Sanmel  K.  remained  a 
resident  of  his  native  count}',  then  in  1861  went 
into  the  oil  regions,  but  only  sojourned  there  a 
short  time,  returning  in  the  fall  of  that  year.  He 
took  a  job  of  mowing  clover,  but  after  working  a 
few  days  repented  of  his  bargain  and,  sticking  his 
scythe  under  the  swath  set  out  for  Pittsburg,  and 
within  a  few  days  entered  the  Union  army  as  a 
Dceinber  of  Companj'  I,  10th  Pennsylvania  Infan- 
try, his  Captain  being  George  W.  Bowers.  At  the 
expiration  of  his  first  term  of  enlistment,  he  vetei- 
anized  and  served  in  all  over  three  years. 

Mr.  Heck  experienced  all  the  hardships  of  life  in 
the  army  and  participated  in  some  of  the  most  im- 
portant battles  of  the  war.  He  was  at  the  siege  of 
Yorktown  and  met  the  enemy  at  Williamsburg, 
Fair  Oaks,  and  in  the  seven  days'  fight  in  front  of 
Richmond.  At  Plymouth,  N.  C,  he  was  captured 
April  20,  1864,  and  taken  to  Andersonville,  where 
he  remained  until  April  23,  1865.  He  was  one  of 
the  men  belonging  to  the  ever-memorable  chain- 
gang  wearing  a  chain  seven  weeks,  himself  and 
eleven  of  his  comrades  lieing  chained  together  with 
two  96-pound  balls  attached  to  the  chains  and  each 
man  with  a  12-pound  ball  ciiained  to  the  outside 
leg.  This  punishment  was  inflicted  upon  them 
on  account  of  escaping  at  one  time,  after  which 
they  were  kept  outside  of  the  stockade  under  guard. 
Although  many  accounts  have  been  written  of  the 
horrors  of  Andersonville,  this  incident  has  been 
entirely  left  out,  as  far  as  known.  One  of  this  chain 
gang,  Mr.  Burns  (who  was  called  by  the  boys 
"Skeezicks")  became  afflicted  with  dropsy  and  the 
flesh  upon  his  legs  swelled  lo  such  an  extent 
that  it  covered  the  iron  bands  around  them,  these 
bands  being  one-inch  wide  and  one -fourth  of  an 
inch  thick.  The  boys  sent  a  petition  to  the  noto 
rious  Wirz,  their  jailer,  imploring  him  to  have 
Burns  removed  from  the  chain  until  he  recovered, 
and  they  vouched  for  his  security  with  their  own 
lives.  Wirz  came  down  and  cursed  them,  telling 
them    that  he   meant   to  keep  them  in  chains  until 


they  all  died.  Mr.  Heck  believes,  however,  that 
notwithstanding  the  cruel  treatment  he  received 
among  others,  that  being  outside  the  stockade  was 
the  means  of  saving  bis  life,  as  the  paroled  prison- 
ers stole  provisions  and  conveyed  to  them. 

When  this  chain-gang  was  sent  to  the  black- 
smith to  have  the  bauds  riveted  around  their  necks 
and  ankles,  one  of  the  twelve  managed  to  pick  up  a 
file  or  other  useful  instrument,  which  he  carefully 
concealed  in  his  clothing.  This  they  buried  in 
the  sand  where  they  could  lay  their  hands  on  it 
in  the  darkest  night.  One  night  they  filed  the 
bands  off  from  two  of  the  boys,  while  some  would 
sing  in  order  to  drown  the  noise  of  filing.  When 
free  they  called  for  a  guard  to  conduct  them  to  the 
rear  for  recreation,  and  then  the  two  made  good 
their  escape,  but  only  for  a  short  time.  They  were 
caught  by  blood  hounds  the  next  day  and  returned. 
One  night  they  filed  all  their  bands  in  two  and 
marched  up  in  front  of  Capt.  W^irz's  office  in  com- 
mand of  "the  little  Frenchman."  This  so  enraged 
the  keeper  that  he  came  near  shooting  the  leader. 
This  same  Frenchman  at  one  time,  when  being 
marched  under  guard  with  the  others  from  one 
point  to  another,  suddenly  stepped  to  one  side, 
whirled  half  way  around,  stood  erect  like  a  sta- 
tioned guard,  and  being  dressed  in  a  gray  suit,  the 
trick  was  not  discovered  until  the  prisoners  of  the 
chain  gang  were  counted  as  they  passed  Wirz's 
office. 

The  chain-gang  played  many  other  pranks  to 
annoy  their  keeper,  who  did  not  dai-e  to  vent  upon 
them  his  full  vengeance.  After  the  war  was  over. 
Mr.  Heck,  being  paroled  returned  to  Pennsylvania, 
then  emigrated  to  West  Virginia,  but  went  back  to 
the  oil  regions  of  the  Keystone  State  in  1866.  In 
the  spring  of  1867  he  set  out  for  the  West  and 
crossed  the  Mississippi  int<j  Johnson  County,  Mo. 
For  nine  years  thereafter  he  was  engaged  in  farm- 
ing, then,  in  1876,  went  into  Texas,  locating  in 
Stevens  County.  He  only  staid  there  until  the  fol- 
lowing year,  returning  to  Missouri,  whence  he  came 
to  Washington  County.  Kan.,  in  March.  1884.  He 
located  in  Strawlierry  Township,  where  he  has  since 
lived. 

In  Johnson  County.  Mo..  Mr.  Heck  was  married, 
]Sov.  8.   1868.  to    Miss   Larrissa    M..  daughter    of 
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Thomas  AVilliams,  who  spent  his  last  days  in  Mis- 
souri, and  died  about  1857.  Mrs.  Heclt  was  born 
in  Robinson  County,  Tenn.,  May  10.  1849,  and 
emigrated  witli  her  parents  to  Missouri  when  a 
young  cliild.  She  received  her  education  in  the 
district  seliool  and  remained  under  the  home  roof 
until  her  marriage.  Eight  children  have  been  born 
of  her  union  witli  our  subject,  viz:  Franklin  E.. 
Rebecca  ,1.  (deceased),  Maude  E.,  Beltie  L.,  Orion 
L.,  Lavada  M.,  Larissa  U.  and  Stella  K. ;  they  are 
all  at  home  with  their  parents.  Mr.  Heck  is  the 
owner  of  160  acres  of  good  land,  which  is  devoted 
to  general  farming  and  stock-raising.  Politically, 
he  affiliates  with  the  Republican  party.  He  has 
served  as  Clerk  of  his  school  district,  and  as  Town- 
ship Clerk  most  of  the  time  since  becoming  a  resi- 
ident  here.  He  is  also  identified  with  the  Masonic 
fraternity  and  the  G.  A.  R.  He  and  his  estimable 
wife  are  members  in  good  standing  of  the  t'umber- 
land  Presbyterian  Church. 

^p^JEORGE  WINSWORTH.  Hy  a  happy  dis- 
1/  pensation  of  Providence,  one  portion  of  a 

'^^J  community  is  interested  in  its  moral,  edu- 
cational and  religious  welfare  and  another  portion 
looks  after  its  business  and  industrial  resources,  all 
of  equal  importance,  and  none  of  which  can  be 
negle(;ted  in  order  to  the  good  of  the  whole.  The 
subject  of  this  notice,  a  man  possessed  largely  of  a 
kind  and  benevolent  disposition,  is  one  of  those 
men  naturally  looking  after  the  schools,  churches 
and  other  enterprises  tending  to  elevate  society. 
He  has  been  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the 
Metliodist  Episcopal  Church,  together  with  his  es- 
timable wife,  for  a  period  of  more  than  fifty  years 
during  which  time  he  has  labored  actively  as  Class- 
Leader,  Steward  and  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday- 
school.  He  has  uniformly  been  the  friend  of  edu- 
cation, being  most  of  the  time  a  member  of  the 
School  Board  and  always  taking  an  interest  in  the 
mental  and  moral  i)rogress  of  the  young.  Since 
becoming  a  resident  of  (ioshen  Township  he  has 
held  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  was  the 
first  Road  Overseer  in  his  district.  There  are  few 
worthy   enterprises   which    have    not   received  his 


i  cordial  endorsement  and  his  more  substantial  aid. 
I  His  career  in  fact  has  been  that  of  an  honest  man 
and  a  good  citizen  who  enjoys  in  a  marked  degree 
the  esteem  and  confidence  of  those  around  him. 
He  also  bears  the  distinction  of  being  one  of  the 
earliest  pioneers  of  Clay  County. 

A    native    of  Northamptonshire.    England,    our 
;    subject  was  born  Jan.  18.   1821,  and  when  a  boj'  of 
I    nine  years   crossed  the  Atlantic   with   his  parents, 
1    George  and   Rhoda   (Heighton)    Winsworth.     For 
1    t-.io  years   thereafter   they  lived  in   the  vicinity  of 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and  then  removed  to  Columbiana 
County,  Ohio,  where  the  school  days  of  their  sjn 
George    were    chiefly   spent.     The   family    was  in 
limited  circumstances,  living  upon  rented  land,  and 
sometimes    the  father  would    work  out  by   the  day 
as  a  farm   laborer.     George  assisted    his   father  in 
summer  and  attended  the  district  school  in  winter, 
and  when  of  suitable  years  began  learning  the  car- 
penter's  trade    at    wliich    he   worked    until  1864. 
The  father  spent  his  last  days  in  Ohio,  the  mother 
died  in  Wisconsin. 

In  1864  Mr.  Winsworth  met  witli  an  accident  by 
the  falling  of  a  scaffold,  which  resulted  in  the  loss 
of  his  right  leg  and  lie  was  then  obliged  to  abandon 
his  business  of  carpenter  and  builder.  Before 
leaving  Ohio  he  was  married  in  September,  1848, 
to  Miss  Anna  E.,  daughter  of  John  and  Ann 
Grimesey.  This  lady  was  born  in  Ireland  and 
came  to  America  with  her  parents  when  a  child. 
The  year  after  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs  Wins- 
worth removed  to  Grant  County,  Wis.,  where  our 
subject  followed  his  trade  until  1864  and  occupied 
his  farm  there  until  the  fall  of  1869.  His  next 
removal  was  to  Clay  County,  Kau.,  when  he  home- 
steaded  160  acres  of  land  comprising  his  present 
farm. 

Wlien  taking    possession    of  his     property    Mr. 

Winsworth  beheld  around  him  an  ojien  prairie  on 

which  there  was  not  a  tree  or  a  shrub,  merely  long, 

prairie  grass  through  which  Indians  were  occasion- 

j    ally  seen   threading   their  way   on   hunting  tours, 

j    while  deer,  wild  turkeys  and  antelope  were  plentiful. 

The  nearest  mill  was  at  Clay  Center  whtre  he    did 

most  of  his  trading.     He   went  to   Manhattan  for 

his  lumber  and  farm  implements.     His  first  dwell- 

i   ing  was  a  hewed  log  house,     When  he  took  up  his 
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honiesteiid  he  had  less  than  $15  in  money,  but  was 
owner  of  a  team  and  plow.  The  outlook  was  any- 
thing hut  cheerful,  but  he  was  not  a  man  to  give 
waj'  to  discouragement,  and  set  about  the  task 
before  him  with  characteristic  energy.  The  result 
is  tliathenow  has  a  finely  cultivated  farm,  enclosed 
with  good  fencing  and  embellished  with  comfort- 
able buildings.  He  has  an  orcliard  of  about  250 
apple  trees  and  six  acres  of  timber  from  which  he 
gathers  his  fuel  and  obtains  his  building  lumber. 

The  following  children  were  born  to  our  sujjject, 
and  his  estimable  wife,  the  eldest  being  Mary, 
now  the  wife  of  James  Horesfall  and  whose  eld- 
est daughter,  Mattie,  was  married  Oct.  9,  1889. 
.lohu  lives  in  Clay  Center,  George  lives  in  Texas. 
William  C.  is  at  home  with  his  parents.  Khoda, 
the  third  child,  is  the  wife  of  Wakefield  Newton 
and  they  live  in  Goshen  Township.  At  the  second 
liirth  there  were  triplets  who  died  in  infancy. 
While  a  resident  of  Wisconsin  Mr.  AVinsworth  held 
the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  several  years  and 
Township  Treasurer  four  years.  He  is  a  man  who 
has  always  enjoyed  the  esteem  and  confidence  of 
those  who  knew  him,  and  is  of  that  kindly  and 
genial  disposition  which  draws  around  him  warm 
friends  wherever  he  goes. 

As  a  representative  of  the  homes  of  Clay  County, 
we  present  a  lithographic  view  of  the  residence  of 
our  subject,  who  is  justly  proud  of  his  cozy  home. 

^^..^ 


'^*^=^REDEKICK  BECK,  a  man  of  large  experi- 

Pj(  ence.  both  in  military  and  civil  life,  and 
well  known  to  the  people  of  Swede  Creek 
'''ownship,  may  usually'  be  found  at  his  well-regu- 
lated homestead  occupying  a  part  of  sections  1  and 
35.  He  has  been  successful  financially  and  is  a 
man  of  cultured  tastes  as  is  indicated  in  his  daily 
surroundings.  No  man  is  more  worthy  of  repre- 
sentation in  a  work  designed  to  perpetuate  the 
names  and  record  of  the  leading  residents  of  Riley 
County. 

A  native  of  Cincinnati.  Ohio.  Mr.  Beck  was  born 
June  2.  1847.  and  is  the  son  of  Jacob  Beck  who 
was  born  tn  the  province  of  Alburn,  Germany.  The 
latter  emigrated  to  America  when  a  young  man,  iu 


1 820,  locating  upon  the  present  site  of  the  city  of 
Cincinnati,  when  it  was  a  hamlet  of  a  few  houses. 
He  occupied  himself  tliere  as  a  gardiner  until  1853, 
then  removed  to  Wine  Street  Hill,  which  is  now 
incorporated  within  the  city  limits  and  there  his 
decease  took  place  in  1863.  The  elder  Beck  was  a 
man  of  more  than  ordinary  intelligence,  a  member 
of  the  Prestiyterian  Church,  a  strong  Abolitionist 
.and  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Republican  party 
from  the  time  of  its  organization. 

The. maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject 
was  Willibine  Beck,  likewise  a  native  of  Germany 
and  who  died  when  her  son  Erederick  was  a  lad  of 
twelve  years.  The  latter  was  the  youngest  of  four 
children,  viz. :  William  and  Jacob  who  are  residents 
of  Dearborn  County,  Ind.;  Lizzie,  deceased,  and 
Erederick.  William  and  Jacob  during  the  Civil 
War  enlisted  as  Union  soldiers  in  the  105th  Ohio 
Infantry  and  served  three  years.  Erederick  was 
six  years  old  when  the  family  removed  to  the 
suburbs  and  acquired  a  good  education,  remaining 
under  the  home  roof  until  a  youth  of  fourteen. 
The  Civil  War  was  now  in  progress  and  he  deter- 
mined to  enter  the  army.  He  knew  that  his  parents 
would  oppose  this  scheme  so  he  crawled  out  of  the 
window  one  night,  Sept.  16,  1861,  and  enlisted  in 
Company  E,  37th  Indiana  Infantry.  He  was  mus- 
tered into  service  at  Lawrenceburg,  whence  the 
regiment  was  soon  sent  to  Nashville.  Young  Beck 
two  weeks  later,  having  attracted  the  favorable  at- 
tention of  his  officers,  was  promoted  to  Corporal 
and  three  months  afterward  to  Sergeant.  He  par- 
ticipated at  Bowling  Green,  Ky.,  in  the  engagement 
there  and  the  first  b.attle  of  Murfreesboro.  under 
Gen.  IMitchell.  Thence  going  to  Huntsville,  Ala., 
his  company  was  sent  to  guard  a  bridge  on  Elk 
River  and  was  attacked  bj'  the  Rebels  which  re- 
sulted in  sixteen  being  killed  and  fourteen  wounded. 
Among  the  Latter  was  Sergeant  Beck,  who  was  shot 
in  the  hip  and  struck  on  the  head  with  a  bullet. 
He  was  likewise  taken  prisoner  with  the  others. 
This  occurred  May  10.  1862.  They  were  marched 
across  the  Tennessee  River  and  then  taken  by  a 
team  over  the  Sandj'  Mountains  to  Tuscaloosa,  Ala., 
and  treated  very  roughly  by  their  captors,  the 
wound  of  ."Mr.  Beck  being  still  unattended. 

L  pou  arriving  at  their  destination  Sergeant  Beck 
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and  his  comrades  were  put  into  a  buihlin."  and 
nearly  starved  to  death,  receiving  only  a  corn 
dodger  about  once  in  two  days.  They  remained  in 
that  condition  for  six  weeks  and  were  then  sent 
down  the  Black  Warrior  and  Tombigbee  rivers  to 
Mobile,  and  afterward  to  Montgomery,  where  Ihey 
were  confined  again  and  starved  in  an  old  cotton 
shed  for  three  months.  From  their  prison  they 
could  see  the  headquarters  of  Jefferson  Davis,  who, 
seated  on  his  veranda  was  surrounded  by  every 
luxur3-.  Finally  the  prisoners  were  sent  to  Macon, 
Ga.,  whence  they  went  to  Libby  Prison  two  or  three 
times  and  back.  Their  quarters  here  were  the  olil 
Macon  Fair  grounds,  where  they  sometimes  spent 
days  without  food.  In  consequence  of  this  treat- 
ment they  were  attacked  with  scurvy,  a  natural 
result.  In  June,  1863,  they  were  sent  to  Aikens, 
landing  on  the  Potomac,  where  they  were  paroled 
and  placed  on  board  a  Union  vessel  and  their 
appetites  a])peased. 

Sergeant  Beck  and  his  comrades  were  now  sent 
to  Washington  and  placed  in  a  hospital  where  they 
were  visited  by  President  Lincoln,  who  shook 
hands  with  every  one  of  them,  commiserating  them 
upon  their  sad  condition.  Mr.  Beck  when  sufH- 
ciently  able  to  travel,  obtained  a  furlough  of  thirty 
da}s,  visiting  his  home,  and  then  rejoined  his  regi- 
ment in  time  for  tli.e  second  and  principal  battle  of 
Stone  River,  where  they  fought  in  the  water,  .and 
remained  in  that  vicinity  for  some  time.  In  the 
meanwhile  they  hung  a  couple  of  spies. 

The  battles  of  Chickamauga  and  Chattanooga 
followed,  in  which  Sergeant  Beck  participated  and 
he  was  also  at  Missionary  Ridge,  and  in  many  other 
important  engagements  of  the  war.  In  January, 
lb64  he  veteranized  and  after  another  furloiifj;h  of 
thirty  days  joined  Sherman's  array,  and  parlicipatcd 
in  the  siege  of  Atlanta,  being  under  steady  tire  for 
one  month.  Then  followed  the  battle  of  Jones- 
boro,  and  they  went  through  Savannah,  destroy- 
ing railroads  on  the  waj'  to  Raleigh,  and  thence 
marched  thirty  to  forty  miles  a  day  until  reaching 
Washington,  where  they  took  part  in  the  grand 
review.  This  was  a  magniticent  sight,  which  Ser- 
geant Beck  particularly  enjoyed.  Soon  afterward 
he  was  mustered  out  and  received  his  honorable 
discharge  July  l.o,  ISGu. 


When  returning  home  from  the  army  in  which 
he  liad  served  nearly  from  the  beginning  to  llie 
clo.se.  Sergeant  Beck  was  a  little  over  eighteen  years 
old.  He  traveled  over  Ohio  and  Indiana  until  the 
following  September,  and  then  at  Newport,  Ky., 
enlisted  in  the  regular  army  in  Company  E.  .'5(1 
United  States  Infantry.  He  was  again  ))romoted  to 
Sergeant  and  sent  West,  first  to  Leavenworth  and 
thence  to  Manhattan,  Kan.,  where  he  arrived  May 
5,  18(;6.  Later  he  was  at  Ft.  Riley  and  Ft.  Dodge, 
spending  the  time  at  different  Government  forts 
and  on  the  plains  skirmishing  with  the  Indians,  and 
engaging  in  various  buffalo  hunts  until  the  expira- 
tion of  his  term  of  enlistment. 

Again  entering  the  armj-^  Mr.  Beck  enlisted  the 
third  time  for  five  years  in  Company  F,  5th  United 
States  Infantry,  remaining  at  Ft.  Gibson  until  Cus- 
ter's massacre.  The  regiment  was  then  sent  to  the 
Black  Hills  after  Crazy  Horse  and  his  band  and  re- 
mained at  Camp  Cantonment,  now  Ft.  Keogh,  until 
Feb.  2,  1877.  He  then  received  his  final  and  hon- 
orable discharge  with  the  thermometer  at  thirty- 
nine  degrees  below  zero.  He  spent  some  time  in 
hunting  and  fishing  thereafter  and  has  the  claws  of 
a  bear  which  he  and  three  companions  killed.  He 
also  obtained  the  scalp  of  an  Indian,  but  some  one 
got  that  aw.ay  from  him. 

INIr.  Beck  thus  served  almost  fifteen  j'ears  in  the 
army.  In  June.  1877  he  sought  the  haunts  of 
peace,  coming  to  Mariadahl,  Kan.,  where  his  wife 
lived  with  her  parents.  Soon  afterward  he  pur- 
chased 150  acres  of  wild  land  from  which  he  has 
built  up  his  present  homestead.  Being  likewise  a 
carpenter  and  mason  as  well  as  a  military  man,  he 
put  up  his  own  house  and  did  much  of  the  work 
on  the  adjacent  buildings.  He  has  all  the  necessary 
structures  for  the  shelter  of  stock  and  the  storage 
of  grain,  besides  corn-cribs,  a  wind-mill, water-tanks, 
fruit  and  forest  trees  and  all  the  other  appurtenan- 
ces of  the  ideal  country  estate.  Besides  this  prop- 
erty he  owns  eighty  acres  of  improved  land  in 
Marshall  County,  almost  adjoining  his  homestead. 
He  takes  life  easy — in  fact  "lives  like  a  Duke." 
His  land  is  mostly  devoted  to  stock-raising. 

In  Leavenworth.  Kan.,  on  the  24th  of  July,  1874. 
occurred  the  marriage  of  Frederick  Beck  with  Miss 
Christine  Peter.son.     Mrs.  Beck  was  born  in  .Ion- 
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f)pingsland,  Sweden,  Feb.  2,  18.04,  and  lived  there 
until  thirteen  years  old.  She  then  came  to  America 
with  her  parents,  educated  iierself  in  English  and 
took  care  of  herself  until  her  marriage.  Her  parents 
were  Ciiarles  E.  and  Jobana  Fredricka  (Johnson) 
Peterson,  who  emigrated  to  the  I'nited  States  in 
18(J7  and  located  near  Mariadahl,  Kan.,  where  the 
father  acquired  200  acres  of  land  upon  which  he 
operated  until  his  death,  in  1887.  The  mother  is 
still  living  near  her  children  in  Swede  Creek  Town- 
ship and  belongs  to  the  Lutheran  Church.  Her 
brother,  Charles  J.,  is  a  farmer  of  Swede  Creek 
Township.  Her  sister,  Mary  •!.,  (Mrs.  Fosburg) 
lives  in  Cleburne.  These  three  comprise  the  chil- 
dren of  the  parental  family. 

Three  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beck: 
Irene  and  Eugenia,  twins,  and  Esther.  Eugenia  died 
when  seventeen  months  old.  Mr.  Beck,  political^', 
is  a  true-blue  Republican  with  no  aspirations  for 
office.  Mrs.  Beck  is  a  nrember  in  good  standing 
of  the  Lutheran  Church  at  Mariadahl.  A  handsome 
lithographic  view  of  Mr.  Beck's  residence  is  shown 
on  another  page  of  this  book. 

J-^'OB  S.  WALLACE,  M.  D.,  a  rising  young 
I  physician  of  Barnes,  is  one  of  the  most  popu- 
I  lar  young  men  of  his  profession  in  Wasliing- 
'  ton  County.  Conscientious.and  ambitious  to 
excel,  he  gives  to  the  details  of  his  practice  that 
close  attention  which  can  hardly  fail  of  success. 
He  has  been  established  in  Barnes  since  1885,  and  is 
building  up  a  'lucrative  business  among  its  best 
people.  He  was  horn  in  Madison  County.  Iowa, 
Oct.  14,  1855.  and  is  the  son  of  Mac  S.  Wallace,  a 
native  of  Decatur  County,  Ind. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  March  13. 
1823,  and  remained  a  resident  of  his  native  State 
until  1842.  Then,  seeking  the  countr}-  west 
of  the  Mississippi,  he  emigrated  to  Washington 
County,  Iowa,  where  he  followed  farming  and  mill- 
ing and  rested  from  his  labors  in  1880.  He  was  a 
man  of  high  moral  character  and  from  early  youth 
a  consistent  member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  He 
married  Miss  Mary  E.  Shirk,  a  native  of  his 
own   county  in  Indiana.     The  mother  of  our  sub- 


ject was  born  Feb.  23,  1825,  and  is  still  living, 
making  her  home  in  Linn  County.  Kan.  The 
household  cin  le  was  completed  by  the  birth  of 
eight  children,  of  wliom  .Tub  S.  was  the  flfth.  He 
was  reared  on  a  farm  in  Washington  County, 
Iowa,  and  acquired  his  education  in  the  best 
schools  and  academies  of  that  county.  When 
about  twenty-two  years  old  he  turned  his  attention 
to  the  study  of  medicine,  and  began  reading  with 
Dr.  W.  E.  Fraser,  of  Washington  County,  Iowa, 
taking  two  full  terms  of  lectures  at  the  State  Uni- 
versity of  Iowa.  In  due  time  he  entered  the 
Northwestern  Medical  College  at  St.  Joseph,  Mo., 
from  which  he  was  graduated  with  honors-  and 
commenced  the  practice  erf  his  chosen  profession 
in  1882  at  C4race  Hill.  Iowa.  He  remained  there 
one  year,  then  came  to  Kansas  and  established 
himself  at  Barnes,  where  he  has  since  been  located. 
Dr.  Wallace  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Matilda  Beck,  May  11,  1884.  at  the  bride's  home 
in  Hollenburg.  Mrs.  Wallace  was  born  in  Sweden 
in  1866,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Mary 
Beck,  who  were  likewise  natives  of  that  country. 
Of  this  union  there  htis  been  born  one  son,  Fred- 
erick, June  28,  1885.  The  little  family  occu- 
pies a  snug  home  in  the  northern  part  of  the  town 
and  have  drawn  around  them  man}'  friends.  The 
doctor  has  been  a  close  student  and  an  extensive 
reader,  and  keeps  himself  thoroughly  posted  upon 
the  matters  connected  with  his  profession.  He  is 
prominent  both  in  business  and  social  circles,  and 
is  a  member  in  high  standing  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F., 
the  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  and  Modern  Woodmen  of 
America.  There  are  before  him  all  the  prospects 
of  an  honorable  and  successful  career,  in  which  he 
is  given  godspeed  by  hosts  of  friends. 


E()R(;E  W.  FHEEBY  is  one  of  the  exten- 
sive farmers  of  Washington  County,  and  in 
connection  with  his  agricultural  work  raises 
considerable  stock.  His  home  is  on  section  20, 
Barnes  Township,  and  he  is  the  owner  of  360  acres 
in  that  and  sections  21,  28  and  29.  He  started  in 
life  poor,  and  what  he  has  made  has  been  the  result 
of  hard  work  and  perseverance. 
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Before  entering  upon  a  brief  sketeii  of  tlie  life 
of  our  subject,  a  few  words  in  regard  to  bis  parents 
will  not  be  out  of  place.  His  father,  John  Freeby. 
was  born  in  Ohio  in  1810.  He  moved  to  Indiana 
and  settled  in  Allen  County,  but  afterward  moved 
to  llcKalb  County,  where  he  lived  until  liis  death. 
That  sad  event  took  place  in  Marshall  County, 
Kan.,  where  he  was  visiting,  Feb.  12,  1886.  He 
was  a  carpenter  and  joiner  by  trade,  but  for  many 
years  before  his  death  followed  farming.  He  ac- 
cumulated considerable  means  during  liis  life.  He 
was  a  son  of  George  Freeby,  who  was  born  in 
Germany,  and  who,  being  left  an  orphan  when 
young,  came  to  America  at  the  age  of  fourteen. 
He  settled  in  Pennsylvania  and  married  there.  He 
served  in  the  war  of  1812. 

John  Freeby  married  Miss  Sarah  A.  Allen,  who 
was  born  near  Portland,  Me.,  in  1814.  She  was 
reared  to  the  age  of  eighteen  in  her  native  place, 
and  then  moved  to  Miami  County,  Ohio,  where 
she  was  married  at  the  age  of  nineteen.  She  was 
a  daughter  of  Isaac  Allen,  and  of  English  ex- 
traction. She  bore  her  husband  eleven  children, 
namely:  Sullivan  D.,  Mary  E.,  Maria  L.,  George 
W.,  Margaret,  Catherine  A.,  John  II.,  Sarah  A., 
Celia  C,  Olive  R.  and  Emma  D. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  was  the  fourth 
child  of  the  parental  family,  and  was  born  in  Allen 
County,  Ind.,  Jan.  14,  1841.  He  was  reared  on  a 
farm  in  DeKalb  County,  Ind.,  and  received  all  the 
advantages  possible  in  rural  districts.  In  1861  he 
joined  the  patriotic  band  who  were  ready  to  give 
their  lives,  if  need  be,  for  the  preservation  of  the 
Union,  and  was  enrolled  as  a  i)rivate  in  Company 
F,  44th  Indiana  Regiment.  The  regiment  was 
attached  to  the  Third  Army  Corps  under  Grant, 
and  took  part  in  the  battles  of  Ft.  Donelson  and 
Sliiloh,  and  in  other  smaller  engagements.  Mr. 
Freeby  contracted  disease  and  spent  much  time 
in  the  hospitals.  He  remained  attached  to  the 
service,  however,  until  1865,  when  his  term  of  en- 
listment expired,  and  he  accepted  his  discharge. 
He  Las  ever  since  been  a  sufferer,  and  at  the  pres- 
ent writing  is  in  quite  feeble  health.  Upon  being 
mustered  out  of  service  he  returned  to  DeKalb 
County,  Ind..  where  he  worked  at  the  trade  of  a 
carpenter  and  joiner  until  1878,     At  that  date  he 


removed  to  Kansas,  settling  as  before  mentioned. 
In  DeKalb  County,  Ind.,  Jan.  14,  1867,  the  rites 
of  wedlock  were  performed  between  Mr.  Freeljy 
and  Miss  Melinda  J.  Richey.  The  bride  was  born 
in  the  county  in  which  she  was  married,  March  14, 
1847,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Elijah  and  Margaret 
(Lautzenheiser)  Richey.  The  union  of  our  sub- 
ject and  his  wife  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of 
eight  children:  Lewis  B.,  George  E.,  James  E., 
John  E..  Cyrus  E.,  Nettie  M.,  Clara  P.  and  Henry  E. 
Mr.  Freeby  belongs  to  Barnes  Post,  No.  363, 
(i.  A.  R.  He  votes  with  the  Republican  party, 
believing  that  its  principles  will  best  advance  the 
interests  of  the  country.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  A  man  of  the  strict- 
est integrity  and  honesty,  industrious,  intelligent 
and  courteous,  Mr.  Freeby  commands  the  respect  of 
his  fellow  citizens. 


^^ 


O.TIS  1).  FROST.  This  gentleman  has  been  a 
jj  resident  of  Washington  County  since  1878, 
and  for  the  past  nine  years  has  been  lo- 
cated on  section  1,  Farmington  Township,  where 
he  devotes  his  attention  to  farming  and  stock-rais- 
ing. The  160  acres  of  land  which  he  there  owns 
are  well-cultivated  and  improved,  and  his  home  is 
a  pleasant  one. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  are  Frederick  A.,  and 
Adaline  A.  (Darling)  Frost,  natives  of  Massachu- 
setts, the  one  having  been  born  in  Cambridge,  and 
the  other  in  New  Bedford.  They  first  settled  in 
the  former  city,  and  in  1867,  removed  from  there 
to  Cerro  Gordo  Count}'-,  Iowa,  where  they  have 
since  resided.  The  father  is  a  gardener  by  trade. 
The  parental  family  consisted  of  seven  children,  he 
of  whom  we  write  being  the  sixth  in  order  of  birth. 

Otis  D.  Frost  was  born  in  Cambridge,  Mass., 
May  30,  1856,  and  removing  with  his  parents  to 
Iowa  when  a  boy,  he  continued  with  them  until  he 
attained  to  man's  estate.  He  then  came  to  this 
State,  and  after  spending  two  years  with  his 
brother,  F.  W.  Frost,  he  located  upon  his  own  land 
as  above  stated.  In  Lincoln,  Neb.,  May  30,  1885, 
he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Sarah  M.  Stew- 
art,    She  is  a  native  of  Iowa,  and  a  daughter  of 
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A.  .T.  anrl  Frances  M.  (Bolt)  Stewart,  who  are  now 
residents  of  Farmington  Township.  (For  sketch  of 
A.  J.  Stewart,  see  another  page).  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Frost  have  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  two  sons, 
Claude  E.  and  Austin  E. 

Mr.  Frost  in  his  political  views  is  a  Republican. 
He  is  a  man  of  integrity  and  uprightness,  intelligent 
and  enterprising,  and  as  such  is  esteemed  by  all 
who  know  him. 

-"t-^KK-l-^ 


J^  NDREW  J.  STEWART.  The  highly  cul- 
Wf  t    tivated  farms  of  Washington  County,  and 

///  Is  the  fine  stock  grazing  on  its  plains  are  a 
(^  standing    monument    to    the   energy    and 

perseverance  of  her  agriculturists.  Among  those 
wlio  have  borne  a  share  in  producing  these  results 
is  the  gentleman  whose  name  appears  at  the  head 
of  this  article.  His  home  is  pleasantly  located  on 
section  3  in  Farmington  Township,  where  he  is 
engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising  on  his  finely 
improved  farm  of  320  broad  acres.  Here  he  has  re- 
sided for  about  nine  years,  although  he  has  been 
a  resident  of  this  county  for  nearly  twice  that 
period. 

Andrew  Stewart,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Athens  County,  Ohio,  and  after  reaching 
man's  estate  was  united  in  marriage  with  .Sarah 
Riitan.  They  soon  afterward  settled  in  the 
northern  part  of  Indiana  and  from  there  emigrated 
to  A'an  Buren  County,  Iowa,  about  1842.  There 
the  father  died  about  a  year  later.  The  mother 
still  survives,  making  iier  home  with  a  daughter  in 
Nebraska. 

The  parental  family  consisted  of  nine  children, 
of  whom  our  subject  was  the  eighth,  and  was  born 
June  20,  1843.  When  quite  small  he  accompanied 
Ins  mother  to  Lee  Co.,  Iowa,  and  when  eleven  years 
of  age  removed  with  her  to  Pottawatamie  Count}-. 
Thence  she  went  to  Montgomery  County,  where 
her  son,  our  subject,  grew  to  manhood.  In  that 
county  he  was  married  March  28,  1863  to  Miss 
Frances  Bolt,  a  sister  of  Mrs.  Richmond  Bond,  of 
Charleston  Township.  (See  sketch  of  Richmond 
Bond).  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stewart  remained  in  .Monl- 
goniery  County  for  some  time  after  tlioir  marriage 


and  thence  removed  to  Dodge  County,  Neb.  There 
our  subject  homesteaded  eighty  acres  of  land,  on 
which  the  family  lived  for  seven  years.  He  then 
sold  and  came  to  this  county  in  the  fall  of  1874, 
locating  about  three  miles  east  of  Hollenberg.  There 
they  remained  about  six  years  and  then  came  to 
their  present  farm. 

Mrs.  Stewart  was  born  in  Brown  County,  Ind., 
Dee.  4,  1845.  Her  father,  Charles  Bolt,  died  in 
Lucas  County,  Iowa,  and  her  mother,  Mahala 
(Walker)  Bolt,  in  this  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Stewart  have  become  the  parents  of  nine  children, 
namely:  Charles  A.,  Sarah  M.,  Mary,  Laura,  Jesse, 
Emma,  William,  Victor,  and  Earl.  Sarah  M.  is  the 
wife  of  O.  D.  Frost,  whose  sketch  is  presented  on 
another  page  of  this  volume.  Mary  is  the  wife  of 
W.  M.  Perkins. 

When  living  in  Montgomerj'  County,  Iowa,  Mi\ 
Stewart  served  as  a  minute  man  in  the  State  Militia, 
for  about  two  and  one-half  years.  The  head- 
quarters were  Clarinda,  Iowa.  When  the  rebel 
Gen.  Pryor  made  his  raid  in  northern  Missouri,  the 
minute  men  were  called  out,  but  were  not  engaged 
in  any  active  sei-vice.  Mr.  Stewart  is  a  Republican, 
and  takes  quite  an  interest  in  local  affairs,  always 
exerting  his  influence  to  aid  worthy  causes.  He  is 
an  energetic  business  man.  a  reliable  citizen,  a  kind 
husband  and  father,  and  his  good  qualities  win  him 
friends  wherever  he  is  known. 


^TnVEN.TAMIN  F.  MORGAN,  M.D.  The  main 
jl^v  points  in  the  history  of  the  life  of  this  gen- 
(^)]|  tleman.  the  leading  practitioner  of  Riley. 
■^s^*^  are  as  follows:  He  was  born  at  Pella,  Iowa. 
Aug.  3,  1857,  and  was  the  son  of  Elijah  D.  and 
Kerilla  A.  D.  (Wilhite)  Morgan,  the  former  of 
whom  was  born  in  Sardius.  Mason  Co.,  Ky..  April 
1,  1814. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  reared  in  his  n.ative 
county  where  he  received  a  practical  education  and 
when  a  young  man  of  twentj-  years,  set  his  face 
toward  the  Great  West,  crossing  the  Father  of 
Watei-s  and  locating  in  the  infant  town  of  Mt. 
Pleasant,  Iowa.  After  a  Inpse  of  sixteen  3'ears  we 
And    him  a  resident  of    Pella,  where  he  sojourned 
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until  1887.  That  year  he  changed  his  residence  to 
Clay  Center,  Kan.,  where  he  now  resides.  He  was  a 
tailor  by  trade  which  he  followed  during  his 
younger  years,  but  at  Pella.  Iowa,  turned  his  atten- 
tion to  another  busin(?ss.  establishing  the  Iowa 
Central  Nursery  which  lie  operated  for  about  \ 
twenty-five  years.  He  then  retired  from  active  \ 
business.  He  has  been  successful  financially  and  is 
now  surrounded  by  all  the  comforts  of  life.  Politi- 
cally, he  supports  tiie  principles  of  the  Republican 
party.  He  is  a  very  enthusiastic  Mason  and  is  a 
charter  member  and  was  the  first  Master  of  the 
Pella  Lodge.  Since  early  manhood  he  has  been 
a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

Mrs.  Kerilla  A.  D.  Morgan,  the  mother  of  our 
subject;  was  born  in  Crawfordsville,  Ind.,  Nov.  15, 
1812,  and  is  still  living,  in  the  enjoj^meut  of  good 
health.  She  was  married  to  Elijah  Morgan  in 
Crawfordsville,  Ind.,  on  the  14th  of  April,  1837. 
They  became  the  parents  of  eight  children,  viz.: 
Henry  J.,  John  S.,  Mattie  M.,  Horace  W.,  Ted.i  A., 
Benjamin  F.,  Curtis  C.  and  Wilbur  F.  Benjamin 
was  the  sixth  child  of  his  parents  and  was  reared 
in  Pella,  Iowa,  where  he  received  his  early  educa- 
tion in  tlie  common  school.  Later  he  attended  the 
Iowa  Central  University  at  Pella.  In  1880  he  re- 
moved to  Western  Kansas  where  he  remained  a 
short  time,  but  later  visited  Colorado  where  he 
spent  a  few  months,  then  returning  to  WaKeeney, 
Kan.,  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits  two  years. 

Not  yet  having  found  that  wiiich  was  exactly 
congenial  to  his  tastes,  our  subject  now  took  up  the 
study  of  medicine  under  Dr.  A.  B.  Jones,  and  in 
due  time  entered  the  Iowa  College  of  Physicians 
and  Surgeons,  where  he  took  a  full  course  and  later 
attended  lectures  at  Rush  Medical  College,  Chicago. 
After  being  duly  graduated  he  commenced  the 
practice  of  his  profession  at  WaKeeney,  Kan.,  but 
on  the  •22d  of  June,  1887,  took  up  his  abode  in 
Riley,  where  he  has  since  followed  the  practice  of 
his  profession  successfully  and  become  one  of  the 
leading  men  of  the  place.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Kansas  State  Medical  Association  and  belongs- to 
Garfield  Lodge,  No.  235,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  at  Leonard- 
ville.  Politically,  he  is  a  sound  Republican  anil  a 
hard  worker  for  the  party. 

In  WaKeeney,  Kan.,  on  the   22d  of   May,  1882, 


Dr.  Morgan  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Lucy 
M.  Hanna,  of  WaKeeney,  Kan.  Mrs.  Morgan  was 
born  in  Alton,  111.,  Oct.  15,  1864,  and  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  Benjamin  J.  F.  and  Margaret  P.  (Phillips) 
Hanna.  the  latter  a  sister  of  Hon.  William  A.  Phil- 
lips, of  Salina,  Kan.  There  has  been  born  of  this 
union  one  child,  a  son,  Edwin  C,  March  29,  1885. 


-^•^^^ 


|lL_^ON.  EUGENE  K.  FELT.  The  people  of 
ifjl]  Barnes,  Washington  Count}-,  and  vicinity, 
1^^'  unanimously  speak  of  Mr.  Felt  as  "a  good 
(^)  man  in  everj'  respect."  This  is  plain,  de- 
cisive language,  and  abundantly  indicative  of  the 
estimation  in  which  he  is  held  by  the  people  of  his 
community.  He  is  possessed  of  those  qualities  of 
character  most  needed  in  laying  the  foundations  of 
society  and  good  order,  and  he  has  contributed 
liberally  of  his  time  and  means  to  advance  the  in- 
terests of  his  adopted  county.  He  has  been  for 
years  one  of  the  most  enterprising  business  men  of 
Barnes,  and  at  present  is  largely  interested  in  the 
lumber  trade.  Prior  to  his  removal  to  Kansas  he 
was,  for  a  number  of  years,  a  resident  of  Beloit. 
Wis. 

Webster,  Monroe  Co.,  N.  Y.,  was  the  native 
place  of  our  subject,  and  the  date  of  his  birth  was 
April  II,  1838.  His  father,  Asa  G.  Felt,  was  born 
in  New  Hampshire  in  1791.  The  latter  sojourned 
in  the  Old  Granite  State  until  reaching  his  twentieth 
year,  and  then  emigrating  to  the  vicinity  of  Web- 
ster, Monroe  Co.,  N.  Y.,  lived  there  until  1846. 
That  year  he  pushed  on  further  Westward  into 
Wisconsin,  settling  near  Beloit,  where  he  engaged 
in  farming,  and  died  in  1871.  He  was  a  man  suc- 
cessful, financially,  accumulating  a  good  property. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church  from  early 
manhood,  and  was  instrumental  in  having  churches 
established,  both  in  New  York  and  Wisconsin.  He 
was  prominent  in  his  community,  and  held  many 
of  the  minor  offices.  His  father,  Joseph  Felt,  was 
likewise  a  native  of  New  Hampshire,  and  served 
seven  years  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject 
was  Henrietta    Foster.     She  was    born   in  Webster 
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Monroe  Co.,  N.  Y.,  about  1796,  accompanied  her 
husband  to  Wisconsin,  and  died  there  in  187(5.  The 
maternal  grandfather  was  Abram  Foster,  liicewise 
a  native  of  the  Empire  State,  and  grandfather  of 
C.  (x.  Foster,  a  United  States  District  Judge  of 
Kansas.  To  Asa  and  Henrietta  Felt  there  was  born 
a  famil3'  of  ton  cliildren,  who  were  named  respect- 
ively: Eunice,  Betsey,  Alvira,  Philester,  Phebe, 
Hannibal,  Sally,  Clementina,  Mary  A.  and  Eugene 
K.  The  latter,  the  youngest  of  the  family,  was 
eight  years  old  when  his  parents  removed  to  Wis- 
consin, where  he  was  reared  upon  the  farm,  and 
followed  agriculture  until  1881,  and  in  1883  came 
to  Kansas  and  established  the  lumber  business,  in 
wliich  he  is  now  engaged.  In  the  meantime  he 
purchased  320  acres  of  improved  laud  on  sections 
3  and  9,  Barnes  Township,  where  he  superintends 
the  operations  of  farming  and  stock-raising.  His 
farm  is  finely  improved. 

Mr.  Felt  started  out  in  life  at  the  foot  of  the 
ladder,  and  his  present  surroundings,  together  with 
the  extent  of  his  possessions,  indicate  the  perse- 
verance and  industry  with  which  he  has  labored. 
His  residence,  just  completed,  is  one  of  the  best 
dwellings  in  Barnes,  combining  all  the  comforts 
and  conveniences  of  modern  life.  With  its  sur- 
roundings, it  forms  one]of  tiie  most  pleasant  and 
comfortable  homes  in  the  town. 

On  the  16th  of  May,  1861,  Mr.  Felt  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Elizabetli  Morris,  of  Green 
County,  Wis.  This  lady  was  born  in  Rochester 
N.  Y.,  April  12,  1839.  and  is  the  daughter  of  Will- 
iam S.  and  Zabiah  (Gregg)  Morris,  who  were  na- 
tives of  New  York  State.  This  union  has  been 
blest  by  the  birth  of  twelve  children,  viz:  Dorr  E., 
Lola  A.,  Minnie,  Matie  A..  Artie,  Fred  K.,  Earl, 
Flora  C,  Gertie  E.,  Yinnie  B.,  Louis  F.  and  Rob- 
ert G.  Dorr  E.,  the  eldest,  has  won  for  himself  a 
wide  reputation  as  the  inventor  of  the  comptometer 
and  comtograph,  which  are  attracting  so  much  at- 
tention at  the  present  time.  It  is  claimed  by  Mr. 
Felt,  and  the  scientific  men  of  this  and  foreign 
countries,  that  these  machines  will  work  out  anv 
mathematical  problem  required.  They  are  regarded 
bv  inventors  as  the  most  wonderful  piece  of  mech- 
anism in  existence,  and  were  adopted  for  use  in 
the  I'niled   States    Treasury    about    two  years  ago. 


and  are  now  used  in  most  of  the  departments. 
Many  are  also  used  in  the  city  of  Chicago.  All 
the  children  of  Mr.  Felt  have  been  carefully 
trained  and  educated  in  a  .manner  suited  to  their 
I    position  in  life. 

Mr.  Felt,  politically,  is  a  sound  Republican,  and 
I    for  years  has  been  prominent  in  the  councils  of  his 
party  in  this  section.     In   1872-73  he    represented 
Beloit  in  the  Wisconsin    Legislature,  and  again  in 
1874-75.     The  nomination  was  made  by  acclama- 
I   tion,   and   his   election  was  a   great   triumph,  not 
I   only  for    himself,  but   his    party   in    that   region. 
I   While  occupying  his  seat  in  the  Legislature,  he  was 
j   ever  found  carefully   looking  after  the  interests  of 
'    his  constituents,  and    served  as  Chairman  of    the 
Committee  on  Railroads,  while  his  .advice  was  often 
sought  in  regard   to  other  important  matters.     He 
h.is  been  a  life-long  reader,  and  keeps  himself  thor- 
1   ouglily  posted    in  regard   to  matters  of  general  in- 
terest. He  occupies  no  secondary  position  in  AVash- 
ington  County,  and  is  properly  classed   among  its 
representative  men. 


J[  ACOB  OKRMA.NN.  Among  the  homestead- 
j  ers  of  1869  who  came  to  Clay  County  and 
'  selected  their  location  in  Bloom  Township, 
'  was  Mr.  Germann,  who  secured  160  acres  of 
land  on  section  11,  made  some  improvements  and 
lived  there  seven  years.  In  1875  he  sold  out  and 
went  eastward  as  far  as  Madison  County,  111., 
where  he  sojourned  two  3'ears,  but  not  being  as 
contented  there  as  in  Kansas,  he  came  back  in  1877, 
locating  .again  in  Bloom  Township  and  purchasing 
160  acres  of  land  on  sections  2  and  3.  Here  he 
has  since  maintained  his  residence  and  given  his 
undivided  time  and  attention  to  the  improvement 
of  his  property.  His  land  is  finely  located  and 
well  watered  by  Mulberry  Creek,  so  that  it  has 
been  comparatively'  without  effort  that  it  has  been 
brought,  to  a  very  fertile  conilitiou,  yielding  the 
richcropslof  Northern  Kansas.  For  the  past  two 
or  three  years  Mr.  Germann  has  made  a  specialty 
01  live  stock  of  which  he  has  a  goodly  assortment, 
including  horses,  cattle  and  swine. 

Bloom  Township  recognizes    as    among  its  best 
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elements  its  peaceable  Swiss  population,  to  wiiicli 
nationality  tlie  subject  of  tiiis  sketch  belongs.  He 
was  born  in  the  Canton  of  Thurgau,  Oct.  24,  1835. 
He  is  the  offspring  of  an  old  and  highly  re- 
spected family  and  the  son  of  Jacob  Germann,  Sr., 
who  was  a  cooper  by  trade  and  spent  his  entire  life 
in  his  native  country,  dying  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
five  years.  He  was  the  father  of  twenty-nine 
children,  eighteen  sons  and  eleven  daughters,  hav- 
ing been  thrice  married  and  having  eleven  children 
b}'  the  first  wife,  eleven  by  the  second,  and  seven 
by  the  third.  Jacob,  Jr.,  our  subject,  was  a  lad  of 
four  years  at  his  father's  death  and  the  twenty-eighlli 
child,  and  of  all  this  large  family  he  was  the  only 
one  coming  to  the  United  States.  His  mother  in 
her  girlhood  was  Miss  Kate  Baltzsicker.  .She  lived 
to  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-nine  years,  dying  in 
1867. 

Jacob  (iermana,  Jr.,  was  reared  amid  the  quiet 
scenes  of  farm  life  in  Switzerland  and  came  to 
America  a  single  man.  Upon  leaving  his  native 
place  he  repaired  to  Havre,  France,  and  upon  the 
13th  of  March,  1861,  boarded  a  sailing  vessel,  tiie 
"  City  of  Zurich,"  and  after  a  voyage  of  forty- 
three  days  landed  in  New  York  City.  Thence  he 
proceeded  to  Columbus,  Ohio,  arriving  there  with 
a  capital  of  two  cents  in  his  pocket.  Shortly  after- 
ward he  fortunately  found  a  friend  who  paid  his 
way  to  Chillicothe,  Ohio,  where  he  found  work  and 
remained  until  tlie  following  August.  On  the  2d 
of  that  month  the  Civil  War  being  in  progress,  he 
.enlisted  as  a  Union  soldier  in  Company  E,  37th 
Ohio  Infantry,  the  company  under  command  of 
Capt.  Reywinkle,  and  the  regiment  commanded  by 
Col.  Seibert.  They  were  shortly  afterward  ordered 
to  the  front,  and  Mr.  Germann  participated  in  the 
battles  of  Princeton,  W.  Va.,  Cotton  Hill,  Cowley 
Bridge,  and  thence  marched  upon  Vicksburg,  fight- 
ing the  terrible  battle  there,  after  which  he  met 
the  enemy  at  Jackson,  Miss.,  and  Missionary  Ridge, 
and  was  engaged  in  various  minor  conflicts.  He 
then  secured  a  thirty  days'  furlough,  and  after  re- 
joining his  regiment,  fought  at  Ringgold,  Resaca, 
Dallas,  Big  Shanty,  Kenesaw  Mountain,  and  was  in 
all  the  battles  of  that  campaign.  He  likewise 
marched  to  Atlanta  and  back  to  Louisville,  Ky., 
whence  the   regiment  w.is  ordered  to  Little  Rock, 


Ark.,  and  soon  afterward,  the  war  having  closed, 
Mr.  Germann,  on  the  26tli  of  August,  1865,  re- 
ceived his  honorable  discharge.  He  served  over 
four  years,  having  veteranized  after  the  expiratUvi 
of  his  first  term  of  enlistment.  Although  frequent- 
ly in  the  thickest  of  the  fight  he  escaped  without 
being  wounded,  but  suffered  a  sunstroke  and  was 
ill  for  seven  weeks. 

Upon  leaving  the  army  Mr.  Germann  returned 
to  his  old  haunts  in  Chillicothe,  Ohio,  where  he 
staid  one  year  and  then  went  to  Madison  County, 
111.  He  was  married  there  Sept.  17,  1868,  to  Miss 
Mary  A.  Miller,  a  native  of  his  own  country  and 
who  was  born  Aug.  18,  1851.  Mrs.  Germann 
came  when  a  girl  of  fifteen  years  with  her  parents  to 
America,  they  locating  at  St.  Jacobs,  111.  The 
father,  Samuel  Miller,  was  a  tailor  by  trade  and 
still  follows  it  in  that  place.  His  wife,  Mrs.  Anna 
M.  (Haftiger)  Miller,  is  likewise  living,  and  both 
jiarents  are  about  sixty-six  years  old.  The  mother 
is  quite  feeble.  Both  are  members  of  the  German 
Reformed  Church.  Mr.  Germann,  upon  becoming 
a  voting  citizen,  identified  himself  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  Catholics  in 
religion. 


INOR  CLEAVENGER,  proprietor  of  the 
O.  K.  Livery,  Feed  &  Sale  Stable  at  Han- 
over, has  the  largest  establishment  for  this 
purpose  in  the  city,  and  is  doing  a  thriving 
business.  We  first  find  him  in  Washington  County, 
Kan.,  in  the  fall  of  1870,  when  he  settled  on  Mill 
Creek,  in  what  is  now  Charleston  Township,  enter- 
ing a  tract  of  land  six  miles  west  of  the  present 
site  of  Hanover,  where  he  operated  as  a  tiller  of 
the  soil,  and  made  the  usual  improvements  sug- 
gested to  the  enterprising  agriculturist.  He  erected 
buildings,  planted  fruit  and  shade  trees,  and  occu- 
pied the  comfortable  home  which  he  had  thus  es 
tablished  until  November,  1881.  He  then  invested 
a  jjart  of  his  capital  in  the  livery  outfit,  of  which 
he  is  now  the  owner,  and  in  this  line,  as  in  farming, 
lias  been  very  successful.  He  is  a  man  looked  up 
to  in  his  community,  as  representing  its  best  ele- 
ments, both  in  a  social  and  business  point  of  view. 
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A  native  of  the  Old  Dominion,  Mr.  Cleavenger 
was  born  in  Ritciiie  County,  Oct.  27,  1837,  and  a 
few  years  later  was  taken  b\-  his  parents  to  Wirt 
County,  that  State,  they  settling  on  a  farm.  When 
he  was  a  lad  of  thirteen  years,  the  family  emigrated 
to  Iowa,  settling  in  Madison  County  among  its 
earliest  pioneers.  Later  Minor  accompanied  his 
family  to  Missouri,  and  we  next  find  them  in  Henry 
County,  111.  After  this  young  Cleavenger  looked 
out  for  himself.and  lived  in  different  States,  working 
on  a  farm.  Upon  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War. 
lie,  on  the  1st  of  September,  1861,  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany B,  9th  Illinois  Cavalry,  and  served  in  the 
Western  and  Southern  armies,  mainly  scouting 
down  the  Mississippi,  and  engaging  in  skirmishes 
with  the  confederates.  Later  the  regiment  was  at 
^'ashville,  and  Mr.  Cleavenger  remained  in  the 
service  four  years  and  two  months,  managing  to 
escape  both  the  rebels  and  their  bullets,  although 
frequently  receiving  close  calls  from  both.  He  re- 
ceived his  honorable  discharge  in  1865,  at  Selma, 
Ala.,  and  returning  to  Illinois,  engaged  in  farming 
near  Oencseo  for  five  years  and  until  coming  to 
to  Kansas. 

In  Washington  County,  this  State.  Minor  Clea- 
venger was  wedded  to  Miss  F.  Holbert,  Sept.  5, 
1875.  Mrs.  Cleavenger  was  born  in  Richardson 
County,  Neb.,  in  1858.  and  came  with  her  parents 
to  Kansas  when  a  small  child.  Her  father  was  A. 
.1.  Holbert,  and  botii  parents  died  many  years  ago. 
Of  this  union  there  have  been  born  four  children, 
three  of  whom  are  living,  Mary  Myrtle,  William  S., 
and  Nancy  J.  Mr.  Cleavenger,  while  a  resident  of 
Charleston  Township,  ofHciated  as  Township  Clerk, 
Constable  and  Clerk  of  the  School  Board.  He 
supports  the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party, 
but  has  no  aspirations  for  office,  being  content  to 
cast  his  influence  on  the  side  of  sobriety  and  moral- 
ity, and  lives  quietly,  attending  to  his  business 
affairs. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  Samuel  Cleaven- 
ger. likewise  a  native  of  Virginia,  and  born  Nov. 
20,  1813.  He  was  reared  to  farming  pursuits,  and 
remained  a  resident  of  his  native  State  until  the 
spring  of  1850.  That  year  he  emigrated  to  Iowa, 
and  prosecuted  farming  in  Mahaska  County  until 
removing  to  Missouri.     He  lived  in  the  two  States 


until  1867,  then  came  to  Washington  County,  Kan., 
and  took  up  his  abode  among  the  pioneer  farmers 
of  Charleston  Township.  He  operated  as  a  tiller  of 
the  soil  until  November,  1886,  then  wisely  retiring 
from  active  labor,  left  the  farm  and  removed  into 
the  town  of  Hanover,  where  he  has  since  lived, 
surrounded  by  all  the  comforts  of  life.  He  was 
married  in  October,  1835,  in  early  manhood  to  Miss 
Jane  Randall,  who  was  born  in  1811.  Mrs.  Cleav- 
enger died  in  Februarj-,  about  1845.  Mr.  Cleav- 
enger was  subsequently  married  to  Miss  Huldah 
Morgan,  who  also  died  some  years  ago.  His  third 
wife  was  Miss  Temperance  White  of  Missouri,  who 
is  still  living,  and  is  the  mother  of  four  children, 
one  of  whom  is  living. 


J  I    portrait  appears  on 
Kansas  in  time  to  ai 
'    State,  aud  is  justly  i 


OSEPH  PIERCE.  This  gentleman,  whose 
on  another  page,  came  to 
assist  in  making  it  a  free 
'^^fj  State,  aud  is  justly  proud  of  this  fact.  Being 
a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternitj-,  he  was  saved 
from  having  presented  him  the  choice  of  "leaving 
the  Territory  or  t.aking  the  consequences"  on  ac- 
count of  his  Abolition  sentiments.  He  ranks 
among  the  oldest  and  most  highly-respected  citi- 
zens of  Manhattan  Township,  but  has  a  farm  in 
Wild  Cat  Township  to  which  he  proposes  in  the 
near  future  to  remove.  He  has  witnessed  manj' 
thrilling  scenes  since  taking  up  his  residence  in  the 
Sunflower  State,  and  during  the  time  which  tried 
men's  souls,  determined  to  stand  his  ground,  a  re- 
solution in  which  he  persevered  and  which  he  has 
never  regretted.  In  his  prime  he  was  a  man  of 
rugged  strength,  and  is  still  active  and  capable  of 
doing  more  than  many  younger  men.  He  acquired 
a  fair  education  in  his  youth,  and  being  genial  and 
friendl3'  in  liiu  intercourse  with  his  fellowmen,  is  a 
universal  favorite. 

A  native  of  Westmoreland  County,  Pa.,  our  sub- 
ject was  born  on  the  Conemaugh  River,  Dec.  11, 
1816,  and  is  the  son  of  Thomas  and  .lane  (Hicks) 
Pierce,  who  were  likewise  natives  of  the  Keystone 
State  and  the  father  of  German  descent.  The  pa- 
ternal grandfather,  Thomas  Pierce,  Sr..  was  a  native 
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of  New  Jersey.  He  weighed  but  a  little  over  100 
pounds  in  his  prime,  and  lived  to  be  over  one  hun- 
dred years  old.  He  fought  in  the  Continental  Army 
all  through  the  Revolutionary  War,  participating 
in  the  battles  of  Brandywine  and  Yorktown,  be- 
sides many  other  important  engagements  during  that 
memorable  struggle. 

The  maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was 
Joseph  Hicks,  a  native  of  Ireland,  who  emigrated 
to  America  in  time  to  assist  the  Colonists  in  main- 
taining their  independence.  Thomas  Pierce  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation  and  the  father  of  eleven 
children,  the  record  of  whom  is  as  follows:  John 
married  Susan  Townfelter,  and  died  at  the  age  of 
fifty  years  in  Mercer  County,  Ohio,  leaving  four 
children:  Pliebe  A.  died  in  infancy;  Elizabeth 
married  Samuel  Daniels,  a  farmer  and  they  reside 
in  Iowa;  James  was  married,  and  died  in  Ohio 
when  about  thirty  years  old.  leaving  a  family; 
Susan  is  the  widow  of  John  Gregg,  and  lives  in 
Nebraska;  Sarah  Jane,  Mrs.  Hunter,  died  in  Ohio 
when  about  thirty  years  old,  leaving  one  child; 
Archibald  settled  near  Springfield,  Mo.,  where  he 
died  several  years  ago,  leaving  a  wife  and  family; 
Samuel  was  married,  and  died  in  Ohio  when  about 
thirty  years  old,  leaving  a  family;  Jacob  married  a 
Miss  Merrill,  by  whom  he  became  the  father  of  six 
children,  and  tliey  live  on  a  farm  in  Rilej'  County, 
this  State;  Thomas  married  Miss  Annie  Craig,  and 
lives  in  Pottawatomie  County,  being  the  father  of 
one  child. 

When  their  son,  Joseph,  was  one  year  old  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Pierce  removed  with  their  family  from 
Pennsylvania  to  Richland  County,  Ohio,  settling 
near  Mansfield  during  the  pioneer  days.  The 
father  took  up  a  tract  of  land  which  he  trans- 
formed into  a  good  homestead,  and  with  his  wife 
lived  there  until  a  short  time  before  their  decease, 
when  they  removed  to  Mercer  County  where  they 
died.  The  early  education  of  Joseph  was  con- 
ducted in  subscription  schools,  which  he  attended 
about  three  months  in  each  year,  and  the  balance 
of  the  time  he  assisted  his  father  and  brothers  on 
the  farm.  At  the  early  age  of  fifteen  years  he  be- 
gan life  for  himself,  working  out  on  the  farm  un- 
til he  was  twenty  years  old  and  then  commenced 
learning  the  trade  of  a  carpenter.     Later   he   was 


employed  in  a  sawmill  on  the  Miami  Canal,  near 
Defiance,  Ohio.  He  followed  saw-milling  in  vari- 
ous places  in  Ohio  until  tlie  fall  of  1855.  then  started 
for  Kansas  Territory.  He  spent  the  follow- 
ing winter  at  Quincy,  111.,  operating  a  planing-mill 
for  the  firm  of  Crockett  &  Simmons.  The  follow- 
ing spring  fouml  him  west  of  the  Mississippi,  and 
he  spent  that  season  among  the  Wyandotte  Indi- 
ans upon  the  present  site  of  the  city  of  that  name. 
The  border  ruffians  at  this  time  were  in  the 
height  of  tlieir  operations,  and  the  pro-slavery  ele- 
ment flourished  along  the  Missouri  line,  endeavor- 
ing to  enter  Kansas  and  to  prevent  the  entrance  of 
any  others  who  were  in  favor  of  making  it  a  free 
State.  Mr.  Pierce  found  that  he  could  safely  re- 
main, finding  a  friend  in  one  Armstrong,  the  head 
man  of  the  Wyandottes,  a  brother  Mason  and  a 
Methodist.  In  the  meantime,  however,  the  border 
ruffian  element  sent  a  Mr.  Barrett  as  a  committee  of 
one  to  Mr. Pierce  to  ascertain  his  politics,and  to  leani 
how  he  intended  to  vote  upon  the  question  of  mak- 
ing Kansas  a  free  or  slave  State.  Mr. Pierce  replied 
at  once  that  having  been  born  and  reared  in  a  free 
State  he  was  in  favor  first  iind  last  of  making  Kansas 
free.  He  gave  them  to  understand  that  he  had  come 
to  stay,  and  it  is  probable  that  his  courage  more  than 
his  affiliations  enabled  him  to  maintain  his  resolu- 
tion. 

In  1857  Mr.  Pierce  removed  to  Manhattan 
Townsliii).  and  shortly  afterward  entered  land  in 
Pottawatomie  County,  on  the  Blue  River,  where  he 
took  up  his  abode  and  lived  ten  years.  He  then 
moved  to  the  vicinity  of  Blue  Mound  College. 
During  the  progress  of  tlie  Civil  War,  and  although 
past  the  age  of  military  duty,  lie  went  with  the 
troops  when  the.y  were  called  out  to  repel  the  rebel 
General  Price.  Mr.  Pierce  was  married  in  1838, 
while  a  resident  of  Ohio,  to  Miss  Calista  V.  Barker, 
daughter  of  Isaac  Barker,  and  a  native  of  Miegs 
County,  that  Stale.  She  became  the  mother  of  six 
children,  and  departed  this  life  at  the  homestead 
in  Manhattan  Township,  in  March  1887,  at  the  age 
of  sixty -seven  years.  Their  eldest  daughter  Salina, 
died  in  early  childhood.  Nathan  died  when  four 
years  old  ;  Rhoda  married  William  Webster,  a  min- 
ister residing  in  Kentucky,  and  is  tlie  mother  of 
four  children;   Kdward;  t^mma,  Mrs.  Frank  Wood- 
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ward,  lives  at  Lome  and  has  three  fhihireu;  Frunk- 
lin,  who  married  Miss  Lou  Templar,  is  the  father 
of  one  child  living,  and  resides  at  Junction  City. 
Mr.  Pierce  united  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  when  a  youth  of  eighteen  years,  and  for 
over  thirty  years  has  held  a  license  as  a  local 
preacher.  At  the  time  of  his  wife's  death  both  had 
been  members  of  this  church  for  the  long  period  of 
forty-eight  years.  Mr.  Pierce  identified  himself 
witli  the  Mascmic  fraternity  at  DeBance,  Ohio,  in 
1830,  and  is  still  a  member  of  the  brotherhood,  be- 
longing to  Manhattan  Lodge.  No.  100.  He  cast  his 
first  Presidential  vote  for  Andrew  Jackson,  in  Mau- 
mee  Citj',  Ohio.  Since  1861  he  has  been  a  member 
of  the  Republican  party. 


I'NCAN  C.  FRASER.  Attracted  to  [the 
I  West  by  the  flattering  pros|)eets  which 
fortune  seemed  to  graciously  extend  to 
him  within  her  boundaries,  the  gentleman 
with  whose^name  we  introduce  this  biographical 
review  first  sought  the  fair  flelds  and  genial  climate 
of  Kansas  in  the  year  1870.  He  homesteaded  160 
acres  on  sections  4  and  5,  Sherman  Township  and 
thereon  made  improvements  and  lived  until  1879. 
He  still  owns  this  pioneer  home,  as  well  as  three 
other  farms,  one  of  which  is  in  Washington  County, 
his  landed  property  aggregating  640  acres,  nearly 
all  under  the  plow.  These  farms  are  all  supplied 
with  good  buildings,  and  besides  this  land^he  owns 
ten  acres  and  two  improved  lots  in  the  city  of 
Clifton,  where  he  resides,  and  also  five  lots  in 
^'ining,  where  he  is  .actively  engaged  in  the  prose- 
cution of  his  business. 

It  is  generally  conceded  that  Mr.  Eraser  is  very 
successful  in  his  business  as  a  lumberman,  in  which 
he  has  been  employed  ever  since  1879,  when  he 
became  manager  of  the  Chicago  Lumber  Company, 
which  established  a  lumber  yard  in  Yining.  Later 
it  was  known  as  the  Iowa  Lumber  Company,  and 
in  June  1879  was  ))urehased  by  our  subject,  who 
has  since  had  it  under  his  control.  He  is  one  of 
the  most  energetic  men  in  the  city  of  Vining,  being 
an  active  supporter  of  all  worthy  enterprises.  By 
the  most  arduous  endeavor  and  strenuous  exertion 


he  has  vvorked  his  way  up  from  poverty  to  afflu- 
ence, although  for  many  years  he  could"  scarcely 
make  both  ends  meet.  Now  he  has  not  only 
gained  independence,  but  can  reasonably  hope  that 
his  old  age  is  provided  for  against  the  necessity  of 
toil. 

A  native  of  rugged  and  wave-washed  Nova 
Scotia,  our  subject  was  born  in  Pictou  County, 
July  16,  1842.  His  father,  Alexander  Eraser,  was 
born  in  Invernesshire,  Scotland,  of  Scotch  parents, 
who,  however,  died  when  the  father  of  our  subject 
was  a  small  child.  At  the  age  of  eight  years,  in 
1802,  he  came  to  America  with  an  uncle  and  located 
in  Nova  Scotia,  where  he  grew  to  years  of  maturity. 
In  Pictou  County  he  engaged  as  a  farmer,  living  a 
comparativelj'  uneventful  life  and  dying  when 
seventj'-two  years  of  age.  Religiously  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  the  religion  of 
his  parents.  His  wife,  the  mother  of  our  subject, 
was  in  years  of  girlhood  Miss  Margaret  McDonald, 
a  native  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  the  daughter  of  p]van 
and  Jane  (Grant)  McDonald,  the  former  of  whom 
p.assed  to  his  final  rest  when  he  lacked  only  four 
years  of  rounding  out  a  century,  while  the  latter 
died  when  eighty-four.  They  were  likewise  Pres- 
byterians. Mrs.  Margaret  Eraser  lived  to  be  sixty- 
eight  years  of  age,  dying  in  Pictou  County,  where 
her  entire  life  had  been  quietly  passed. 

A  family  of  twelve  children  was  born  to  Alex- 
ander Eraser  and  his  wife,  four  of  whom  were  sons 
and  eight  daughters.  Of  these,  ten  lived  to  man- 
hood and  womanhood,  while  eight  are  now  living, 
all  being  married.  Our  subject  received  a  good 
education  in  the  schools  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  was 
carefully  trained  under  the  home  roof,  so  that  he 
early  learned  lessons  of  thrift  and  prosperity. 
Feeling  that  the  "States"  held  out  to  him  brighter 
prospects  than  those  offered  by  his  native  peninsula, 
he  set  out  for  the  United  States  in  1870.  coming 
first  to  Boston,  thence  to  Providence,  and  New 
York  Cit3',  and  afterward  removing  to  Kansas. 
For  more  than  four  years  after  coming  here  he 
occupied  his  homestead  alone,  '-baching"  it  with 
true  pioneer  fortitude.  Einallv  becoming  weary 
of  tliis  solitar}- life,  he  chose  as  a  helpmate  and 
companion  Miss  Ida  Z.  Haynes.  vvith  wliom  he  was 
united  in  ma  riage  in  Clay  County.  Marcli  1  1,  187.'). 
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Mrs.  Fraserwiis  born  in  Illinois,  Dec.  22,  1854,  to 
Oliver  and  Mary  (Barker)  Haynes,  who  came  to 
Kansas  in  1865  and  took  up  a  homestead  in  Sher- 
man Township,  Clay  County,  which  has  since  been 
their  home.  Mrs  Fraser  was  reared  under  her 
father's  roof,  and  educate<l  in  Manhattan,  Kan. 
After  completing  her  studies  slie  was  employed  as 
a  teacher  for  several  years  before  her  marriage. 
Unto  her  and  her  husband  have  been  born  three 
children,  namely:  Katie  G.,  Albert  A.,  and 
Claude  L. 

Following  the  belief  of  their  ancestors,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Fraser  are  active  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  in  wliich  he  is  an  Elder.  Politically  he  is  a 
strong  Republican,  and  aids  his  party  in  every 
honorable  way  possible.  He  has  been  Trustee  of 
Sherman  Township,  and  is  in  other  respects  identi- 
fied with  the  political  interests  of  his  township  and 
county.  He  is  a  member  of  Clifton  Lodge,  I.  O. 
O.  F.,  No.  181,  and  has  occupied  all  the  offices  in 
this  order.  He  is  a  charter  member  of  the  A.  O. 
U.  W.,  No.  40,  of  Clifton,  and  was  first  Master 
Workman.  Their  pleasant  home  is  the  frequent 
resort  of  neighbors  and  friends,  who  there  pass 
many  hours  happily  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fraser. 
The  latter  is  a  refined  and  amiable  lady,  a  devoted 
wife,  and  intelligent  companion  to  her  husband, 
whose  interests,  with  those  of  their  children,  are 
ever  foremost  in  her  mind. 

JACOB  WERNER,  SR.  This  fine  old  Swiss 
I  gentleman,  well  educated  and  very  polite, 
i  is  one  of  those  whom  once  met  is  not  soon 
'  forgotten.  He  is  taking  life  easily  at  a  fine 
farm  on  section  16,  Hanover  Township,  Washing- 
ton County,  this  comprising  160  acres  of  land 
under  a  thorough  state  of  cultivation  and  embel- 
lished with  modern  buildings.  The  residence  and 
barn  are  solid  structures  built  of  stone,  the  former 
in  1879  at  a  cost  of  $1,000  and  the  latter  in  1884 
at  an  outlay  of  $600.  There  is  an  orchard  of  400 
trees,  including  apple,  cherry,  and  peach,  and  a 
vineyard  of  500  vines,  besides  the  smaller  fruits. 
The  farm  accommodates  sixteen  head  of  cattle, 
thirty -five  head  of  swine  and  a  team  oC  good  horses. 


The  entire  premises  are  indicative  at  all  points  of 
the  thrift  and  industry  of  the  proprietor. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  second  child 
of  his  father's  first  marriage,  and  was  born  Feb.  2, 
1829,  in  the  Canton  of  Schauffhausen,  Switzerland. 
His  parents,  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  Werner,  were  also 
natives  of  Switzerland,  where  tliey  lived  until  after 
the  death  of  the  mother,  which  occurred  in  1842, 
when  Jacob  was  a  lad  of  thirteen  years.  The  father 
was  subsequently  married  again  in  the  old  country 
and  emigrated  to  America  in  1864,  settling  in 
Chippewa  County,  Wis.  He  departed  this  life  there 
in  1869.  The  second  wife  came  to  Kansas  that 
same  year  and  settled  in  Hanover  Township,  after 
which  she  was  married  to  August  Thiele.  She  died 
Dec.  19,  1878. 

Of  the  first  marriage  of  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject there  were  born  four  children.  Jacob  received 
a  good  education,  and  learned  gardening,  which  he 
followed  until  coming  to  America.  He  crossed  the 
Atlantic  in  1851,  and  for  a  number  of  years  there- 
after made  his  home  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Thence  he  emigrated  to  Chippewa  County,  Wis., 
where  he  carried  on  a  farm  for  about  fourteen 
years.  In  1869  he  came  to  Kansas  and  settled  upon 
the  land  which  he  now  owns  and  occupies.  The 
task  of  bringing  it  to  its  present  condition  involved 
no  small  amount  of  labor  and  the  expenditure  of 
considerable  hard  cash,  but  it  would  seem  that  the 
result  has  fully  justified  the  means  employed. 

Mr.  Werner,  while  a  resident  in  Wisconsin,  was 
married  in  May,  1858,  to  Miss  Catherine,  daughter 
of  Carl  and  Catherine  (Wesner)  Denker.  The 
parents  of  Mrs.  Werner  were  natives  of  Holstein, 
Germany,  where  the  mother  spent  her  entire  life. 
Mr.  Denker  subsequently,  in  1857,  came  to 
America  and  settled  in  Chippewa  County,  Wis.;  he 
died  there  in  1875.  The  parental  household  in- 
cluded five  children,  of  whom  Mrs.  Werner  is  next 
to  the  youngest.  She  was  born  in  Schleswig,  Ger- 
many, Dec.  24,  1835,  and  was  a  young  lady  of 
twenty  years  when  she  came  with  her  parents  to 
America.  Of  her  union  with  our  subject  there  w.as 
born  a  large  family  of  children,  ten  of  whom  are 
living,  viz:  Jacob,  Amelia,  Charlotte,  Elizabeth, 
Henry,  Conrad,  John,  Herman,  Ch-irles,  and  Ada. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Werner  are  members  of  theEvangeli- 
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cal  Church,  with  which  our  subject  has  been  con- 
nected for  the  past  thirty  years,  frequenti}' 
officiating  as  Class-Leader,  Superintendent  of  the 
Sunday  School  and  Trustee.  Some  of  his  children 
liave  likewise  officiated  as  teachers.  In  Wisconsin 
Mr.  AVerner  was  Clerk  of  his  school  district  for 
many  years,  and  has  also  been  a  Road  Overseer.  He 
takes  an  active  interest  in  politics  and  uniformly 
votes  the  Republican  ticket.  His  whole  course 
has  been  such  as  to  establish  him  in  the  esteem  and 
confidence  of  his  fellow-citizens,  by  whom  he  is 
looked  up  to  as  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary 
ability  and  one  whose  opinions  are  held  in  univer- 
sal  re.spect. 


ELVIN  .T.  WIL.SEY.  This  gentleman  is 
tlie  owner  and  occupant  of  a  thoroughly 
cultivated  farm  on  section  1.  Fni  iiiinutdii 
Township,  Washington  County,  where  ho 
devotes  his  attention  to  farming  and  bee  culture. 
He  is  a  son  of  Jonatlian  and  Harriet  (Rice)  Wilsey, 
of  Otsego  County.  X.  Y.,  where  they  were  born 
and  have  resided  during  their  entire  lives.  Our 
subject  was  third  in  a  famiij'  of  four  children  born 
to  his  parents.  His  birth  took  place  in  the  town  of 
Westford,  Sept.  27,  1853.  He  grew  to  man's  estate 
in  liis  native  State  and  county  and  received  the 
liest  education  possible  in  the  common  sciiools 
there.  The  knowledge  thus  obtained  he  supple- 
mented by  an  attendance  of  one  term  at  the  State 
Normal  School.  He  made  his  home  under  the 
parental  roof  until  he  became  of  age,  and  until 
1879  his  home  was  in  his  native  village.  At  that 
date  he  came  to  Kansas,  and  for  two  years  made 
his  home  in  Brown  County.  During  a  portion  of 
this  time  he  was  engaged  in  teaching.  In  1881  he 
came  to  this  county  and  settled  upon  the  eighty 
acres  where  he  now  resides. 

In  his  n.ative  county  Mr.  Wilsey  found  a  lady 
who  united  in  her  pers(jn  all  the  qualities  he  de- 
sired in  a  life  companion.  This  lad^'  was  Miss 
Mary  Wilson,  and  to  her  he  was  married  in  West- 
ford,  N.  Y.,  Nov.  7,  1877.  The  bride  was  the 
daughter  of  Hiram  and  Louisa  (Bennett)  Wilson 
and  the  youngest  in  a  famih-  of  three  children. 
Her    birth    had   taken    place   in    Milford,    Otsego 


County,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  28,  1857.  Her  mother  died  in 
Westford.  and  tliere  her  father  still  resides.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Wilsey  are  the  parents  of  two  children — 
Lloyd  H.  and  Blanche. 

In  politics  Mr.  Wilsey  is  a  Democrat.  Mrs. 
Wilsey  is  'a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  A  man  of  intelligence  and  good  princi- 
ples, Mr.  Wilsey  commands  the  respect  of  his 
fellow-citizens. 


^=^EORGE  W.  Mccormick.  This  gentle- 
i|[  (=^  man  bears  the  distinction  of  having  been 
'^^  born  in  Riley  County,  Kan.,  April  1,  1860, 
while  Kansas  was  still  under  Territorial  Govern- 
ment. His  father,  John  M.  McCormick,  was  the 
very  first  settler  west  of  the  Pottawatomie  Reserve, 
pitching  his  tent  there  as  early  as  1854.  He  is  still 
living-,  niid  a  nsidcnt  of  Zeandale  Township,  Rile}- 
Coujit}',  ami  is  icpiesented  on  another  page  in  this 
work.  He  is  one  of  the  old  land- marks,  and  a 
man  who  has  had  a  large  experience  of  pioneer 
life,  coming  to  the  frontier  when  it  was  peopled 
solely  by  wild  animals  and  Indians. 

The  early  years  of  our  subject  were  spent  at 
the  homestead  which  his  father  opened  up  from 
the  wilderness,  .and  where  he  lived  until  coming  to 
Clay  County  and  establishing  himself  at  Clay 
Center,  of  which  he  has  since  been  a  resident.  He 
is  now  one  of  the  most  prosperous  grocers  in  the 
town,  possessing  the  business  abilitj'  requisite  to 
success.  He  was  given  a  good  education,  complet- 
ing his  studies  in  the  Agricultural  College  at  Man- 
hattan, after  which  he  worked  on  the  farm  with 
his  father  until  embarking  in  his  present  enter- 
prise. 

In  his  native  county-,  Mr.  McCormick  was  mar- 
ried, Sept.  30,  1880,  to  Miss  Ella  \ineent,  a  few- 
months  his  junior,  and  who  was  born  in  Marshall 
County,  Mo.,  Nov.  26,  1860.  Mrs.  McCormick 
is  the  daughter  of  W.  J.  Vincent,  and  the  sister 
of  W.  D.  Vincent,  who  is  represented  elsewhere  in 
this  work.  She  w.as  taken  by  her  parents  to  Man- 
hattan when  a  child  of  two  years,  and  lived  there 
until  her  marriage.  She  likewise  was  graduated 
from  the  Agricultural  College  with  the  degree  of 
B.  S.     Mr.  and    Mrs.  McCormick  are  the   parents 
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of  one  child  only,  >«'ola,  who  was  born  Aug.  30, 
1883.  They  are  members  in  good  standing  of  the 
Christian  Church,  and  Mr.  McCorraiek,  politicallj-, 
aflfiliates  with  the  Union  Labor  ))arty.  While  a 
resident  of  Riley  County,  he  was  quite  prominent 
in  local  affairs,  serving  as  Township  and  School 
Clerk  a  number  of  years.  He  occupies  a  good  so- 
cial position,  and  is  a  favorite  among  his  business 
acquainlainces.  He  occupies,  with  his  little  family, 
a  neat  home  in  the  northern  part  of  the  citj',  and 
enjoys  the  friendship  of  its  leading  residents. 


^^-^5^^:i?H^^:5<^^ 


,jp^  AMUEL  K.  .ST0NP:BACK  is  the  owner 
^^^  .and  occupant  of  a  fine  farm  in  Bloom  Town- 
1|\/^  ship.  Clay  County.  It  is  located  on  section 
24,  and  consists  of  164  acres,  which  were 
purchased  by  him  in  1876.  The  estate  is  well 
watered,  and  is  well  adapted  for  both  grain  and 
stock-raising.  It  is  well  stocked,  improved  and 
carefull}'  cultivated.  All  the  improvements  have 
l)een  made  by  its  present  owner  since  his  occu- 
pancy of  it,  which  dates  from  March  12,  1878. 

Mr.  Stoneback  is  of  German  ancestry,  and  was 
born  in  Chester  County,  Pa.,  Nov.  26,  1847.  He 
is  the  youngest  but  one  in  a  family  comprising 
three  sons  and  four  daughters,  all  of  whom  lived 
to  maturity,  though  one  has  since  departed  this 
life.  His  father,  George  Stoneback.  spent  his  en- 
tire life  in  the  Keystone  State,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged at  the  trade  of  a  blacksmith.  (For  full 
history  see  biography  of  John  and  Jacolj  Stone- 
back.) 

The  subject  of  this  biography  was  educated  in 
his  native  county,  and  learned  the  trade  which  his 
father  followed.  Later,  he  learned  the  trade  of  a 
plater  in  Chicago,  111.,  and  followed  the  same  from 
186G  until  1871  in  that  city.  He  was  then  engaged 
in  the  same  occupation  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  for  a 
year,  after  which  he  turned  his  attention  to  black- 
smithing,  locating  at  Harmonyville,  Chester  Co., 
Pa.,  where  he  continued  to  reside  until  coming  to 
this  State. 

In  Philadelphia  the  interesting  ceremony  took 
place  which  transformed  Miss  Anna  S.  Keini 
into  Mrs.  Samuel  K.  Stoneback.     She  comes  of  a 


long  line  of  German  ancestry,  .ind  has  inherited 
the  housewifely  ability  and  kindly  nature  which 
are  so  characteristic  of  the  women  of  her  race.  She 
has  borne  her  husband  four  children,  one,  Bessie 
P.,  having  died  in  infancy.  The  living  children, 
George  W.,  Elsie  E.  and  .Samuel  I.,  yet  linger 
about  the  home  fireside. 

Mrs.  Stoneback  was  the  eldest  in  a  family  of 
eight  children,  all  her  brothers  and  sisters  yet  sur- 
viving, four  of  them  being  married.  She  was  born 
in  Warwick  Township,  Chester  Co.,  Pa.,  Aug.  1, 
1853,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Adeline 
(Keen)  Keim,  who  had  been  born,  were  educated 
and  married,  and  for  many  years  resided  there. 
There  Mr.  Keim  followed  his  trade  until  1880, 
when  he  located  in  Reading,  Pa.,  where  he  and 
his  wife  are  now  living,  having  passed  the  age  of 
threescore  j-ears.  Both  are  worthy  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mrs.  Stoneback 
was  carefully  reared  by  her  parents,  with  whom 
she  resided  until  the  time  of  her  marriage. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Stoneback  is  a  stanch  Repub- 
lican. He  holds  the  office  of  Treasurer  of  Bloom 
Township,  and  has  been  the  incumbent  of  the  same 
for  nine  years.  This  fact  is  a  conclusive  evidence 
that  he  is  regarded  by  his  neighbors  as  a  man  of 
strict  integrity  and  business  ability,  and  he  likewise 
gains  their  respect  for  the  many  other  sterling  (jual- 
ities  of  manhood  which  he 


ARL  VICTOR  DAHLBERG.  one  of  the 
j'ounger  men  among  the  old  settlers  of 
Riley  County,  came  here  when  a  boy,  and 
practicallj'  grew  up  with  the  country.  He  may 
well  be  proud  of  his  residence  of  thirty-two  years, 
during  which  time  he  has  accumulated  a  good 
property  and  established  himself  in  the  esteem  and 
confidence  of  his  fellow-citizens.  He  owns  and 
operates  320  acres  of  land  on  section  1,  town  7, 
range  6.  Jackson  Township,  and  h.is  long  been 
looked  upon  as  an  individual  liound  to  make  his 
mark  in  the  world. 

The  native  place    of    Mr.  bahlberg  was  Christ- 
dala,  Soken,  Kalmarlaud,  Sweden,  and  the  date  of 
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liis  birth  July  14,  1849.  When  in  the  fifth  year 
of  his  age  he  emigrated  for  America  witli  his  par- 
ents, and  although  so  young,  remembers  many  of 
the  incidents  of  preparation  and  the  voyage  hither. 
They  first  proceeded  to  Hull,  England,  thence  by 
cars  to  Liverpool,  and  from  that  port  embarked  on 
a  sailing-vessel,  which  in  due  time  landed  them 
safely  in  New  York  Citj'.  For  three  years  there- 
after they  sojourned  in  anrl  near  Camden,  III.,  then 
set  (.lut  overland  for  Kansas  Territory,  to  which 
they  slowly  made  their  w;iy  by  "X  teams,  altiiough 
Caiihad  the  honor  of  ridiii- a  iioiiy  part  of  the 
way.  They  (•Mm|)ed  whenner  night  overtook 
them,  and  cooked  by  the  wayside.  They  struck 
the  Big  Blue  at  Manhattan,  near  which  they  settled, 
being  the  third  Swede  family  to  locate  in  that  re- 
giou.  Later  they  were  the  first  Swede  family  set- 
tling in  Riley  County. 

Young  Dahllurg  during  his  boyhood  made  him- 
self generally  useful,  a.^sisting  in  breaking  prairie 
and  getting  out  logs  for  the  house  and  other  build- 
ings. For  three  or  four  summers  hedrove  a  break- 
ing team  of  from  three  to  five  yoke  of  oxen.  Game 
was  plentiful,  including  wild  turkeys,  deer  and 
wolves,  beaver,  coon  and  lynx,  and  our  subject  for 
his  recreation  engaged  in  hunting  and  trapping 
some  of  these.  Indians  were  plentiful,  but  were 
friendljf  and  did  not  molest  their  new  neighbors. 
There  were  no  schools  for  several  years  afterward, 
young  Dahlberg  receiving  instruction  from  one  of 
these  in  a  log  cabin  at  the  age  of  thirteen  years. 
Later  he  attended  the  High  School  .at  Manhattan 
two  months,  and  this  completed  his  education. 
He,  however,  is  fond  of  reading,  and  has  kept  him- 
self posted  in  regard  to  matters  of  general  interest. 

In  1863,  Mr.  Dahlberg  accompanied  his  father 
to  Lawrence,  Kan.,  to  make  a  payment  on  the  farm. 
Soon  after  leaving  for  home  the  city  was  raided 
and  partially  destroyed  by  fire.  When  twenty-one 
years  old  Mr.  Dalhberg  took  charge  of  his  father's 
farm,  which  he  managed  with  admirable  judgment 
until  1883,  when  he  located  on  his  present  place. 
This  comprises  eighty  acres,  and  was  given  him  by 
his  father.  He  had,  however,  already  purchased 
160  acres  of  wild  prairie  adjacent,  and  in  connec- 
tion with  the  cultivation  of  this  land,  also  operated 
his  father's  farm,  until    lS8o,  when   he  abandoned 


the  latter,  and  has  since  confined  his  attention  to 
his  own  propeity.  One  year  ago  he  purchased 
another  eighty,  and  now  has  320  acres.  He  put  up 
his  present  house  in  1886,  and  has  all  the  other 
necessai-y  buildings.  He  had  planted  fruit  and 
forest  trees,  and  is  now  considerably  interested  in 
live-stock,  making  a  specialty  of  full  blooded  Pol- 
and-China swine. 

Mr.  Dalhberg  was  married  in  Mariadahl,  Pottawa- 
tomie County,  this  State,  Nov.l,  1883.  to  Mrs.  Han- 
nah A.  Deere.  This  lady  was  born  Nov.  30,  18,t4,  in 
Trane,  Soken  Gars-Harad,  Sweden,  and  is  1  he  daugh- 
ter of  Clement  Peterson,  who,  after  emigrating  to 
America,  located  at  Moline,  111.,  where  he  now  lives. 
He  is  a  farmer  by  occupation.  Mrs.  Dahlberg  was 
reared  in  Moline,  and  was  there  married  to  her 
first  husband.  Charles  O.  Deere,  who  died  there. 
She  came  to  Kansfis  on  a  visit,  and  here  met  her 
future  husband.  Of  her  first  marriage  there  were 
born  three  children — Emma  C,  Esther  E.  IT.  and 
Doia  C.  C.  The  eldest  daughter  was  graduated 
from  the  Augustanius  Conservatory  of  Music,  at 
Moline,  and  is  now  engaged  as  a  teacher  of  this  art 
in  that  city.  Esther  lives  with  her  mother,  and 
Dora  is  with  her  grandparents  at  Moline.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Dahlberg  there  have  l)een  born  three 
children — George  C.  R.,  Agnes  II.  V.  and  Alice  E. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  likewise  a  native  of 
Sweden,  owned  considerable  land,  and  carried  on 
agricultural  pursuits  there.  Upon  coming  to 
America  he  located  near  Milan,  Rock  Island  Co., 
111.,  but  a  .year  later  removed  to  Henry  County, 
and  purchased  eighty  acres  near  Andover.  He 
purchased  considerable  live  stock,  and  farmed 
there  until  1857.  That  year  he  crossed  the  ]Mis- 
sissippi,  and  pre-empted  a  tract  of  land  on  the  Big- 
Blue,  in  Jackson  Township,  Riley  Co.,  Kan.,  in  the 
cultivation  of  which  he  was  greatly  prospered,  and 
added  to  his  real-estate  until  he  is  now  the  owner 
of  almost  500  acres.  He  is  a  verj-  prominent  man, 
especially  among  his  countrymen,  and  a  member  in 
good  standing  of  the  Lutheran  Churcii.  He  mar- 
ried in  his  native  Sweden  Miss  Johanna  Gustafson, 
a  native  of  his  own  country,  and  there  were  born 
to  them  seven  children,  viz.:  Emma  M.,  who  died 
when  seven  years  old;  Carl  Victor,  oui-  subject; 
Sophia;  Clara  J..  Mrs.   Axelton,  of   Pottawatomie 
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County;  John    L.,   p]mily    C.  and   Amanda.     Tlie    1 
last  three  were  all  vintims  of   the  typhoid  fever  in    j 
1885,    all    dying    in    less    than    one  month's   time,    j 
Victor  C,  our  subject,  is  active  in  educational  mat-   ' 
ters,  and  has  been  Clerk  of  the  School  Board  in  his   j 
district  since   its  organization,    which    he  also   as- 
sisted in  effecting.     He  has  served   as  Road  Super- 
visor two  yeai'S.      For  two  years   he  has  also  been 
Secretary  of   the  Lutheran  Church    at    Mariadahl, 
and  a  Trustee  three  years.     Of  this  churcli  he  is  a 
charter  member.     Politically,  he  is  a  strong  Repub- 
lican, and  is  frequently  selected  as  a  delegate  to  the 
count}'  conventions. 


v-^O^-K, 


allARLES  S. 
.  oneofthefii 
'  It   is  locate 


DANIELS  owns  and  occupies 
:  finest  farms  in  Washington  Countj'. 
located  in  Coleman  Township,  and 
comprises  400  highly  improved  acres,  over  320  of 
which  are  under  the  plow.  The  original  homestead 
of  160  acres  is  outlined  with  hedge  fences  and  di- 
vided into  four  fields  by  cross-fences  of  wire.  The 
dwelling  is  surrounded  by  groves  which  occupy 
about  thirty  acres.  The  apple  orchard  is  one  of 
the  finest  in  the  township,  containing  450  trees  of 
choice  varieties,  and  all  bearing.  There  are  also  about 
1,200  bearing  peach-trees,  from  which  600  bushels 
of  fruit  were  sold  during  the  past  season.  A  good 
supply  of  small  fruits  is  also  cultivated.  Five  hun- 
dred catalpa  trees  add  their  beaut}'  to  the  scene. 
The  dwelling  is  a  comfortable  one,  but  is  to  be  re- 
placed in  the  near  future  by  a  much  larger  and 
finer  one,  furnished  with  all  the  modern  conven- 
iences. Two  good  dwellings  for  the  use  of  tenants 
are  on  the  estate,  and  numerous  outbuildings.  In 
one  of  the  latter  is  a  perfect  corn-mill,  operated  by 
a  windmill,  and  here  the  corn  for  feeding  is  ground. 
Mr.  Daniels'  estate  is  well  supplied  with  fine  stock. 
He  now  has  eighty  head  of  cattle,  sixty  of  hogs  and 
fifteen  of  horses. 

Charles  S.  Daniels,  is  a  grandson  of  John  Dan- 
iels, who  in  company  with  his  brothers,  William 
and  Sullivan,  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Bunker 
Hill.  After  the  Revolution  they  settled  in  New 
Hampshire,  near  a  large  hill,  which  from  them  was 


called  Daniels'  Hill.  They  were  of  Irish  ancestry. 
Following  John  Daniels  in  the  direct  line  carae 
Charles,  the  father  of  our  subject.  He  married 
Miss  Minnie  Dort,  who  belonged  to  an  English 
family,  which  had  early  settled  in  Keeiio,  N.H. 

Charles  S.  Daniels  was  one  of  a  pair  of  twins  born 
to  Charles  and  iMinnie  (Dort)  Daniels.  Their  biitii 
took  place  in  Keene,  N.  H..  in  183;i  Clark  S. 
Daniels  (twin  of  our  subject)  is  now  living  in  Vin- 
ton, Iowa.  The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  re- 
mained at  home  until  about  twenty-one  ^ears  of  age. 

i  He  then  went  to  Winnebago  County,  111.,  where  an 
uncle  was  living  and  with  him  remained  two  years. 

I  During  nine  months  of  that  time  he  sold  whisliy, 
but  never  tasted  it  during  that  period  nor  at  any 
other  time  in  his  life. 

Following  this,  for  a  few  years  he  was  in  tjie  em- 
ploy of  the  Chicago  ife  Union  Railroad,  which  is 
now  known  as  the  Northwestern.  Mr.  Daniels 
acted  as  wood  agent  for  the  company,  receiving  ^5 
per  day  for  his  services  in  obtaining  wood  for  their 
engine.'i. 

In  1350  Mr.  Daniels  started  for  Pike's  Peak 
with  a  wagon  train,  and  went  as  far  as  Den- 
ver, Col.  In  the  summer  of  1H61  he  made  two 
trips  from  Ft.  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  on  the  second 
occasion  going  as  far  west  as  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah, 
returning  in  the  fall  after  selling  out. 

His  country's  need  enlisted  his  fervid  sympathy, 
and  he  determined  to  take  up  arms  in  her  behalf. 
He  therefore  enrolled  himself  in  Company  B,  74th 
Illinois  Infantry,  with  which  he  served  until  after 
the  battle  of  Edgefield,  near  Nashville,  Tenn. 
There  he  was  severely  injured,  and  for  the  attend- 
ing disability-  was  discharged  at  Gallatin,  Tenn. 
He  had  taken  part  in  the  battles  of  Stone  River, 
the  first  contest  at  Nashville,  Chickamauga  and 
other  engagements,  and  in  all  of  them  had  displayed 
the  bravery  of  a  true  soldier  and  patriot.  After 
receiving  his  discharge  he  returned  to  his  home, 
where  he  remained  until  his  health  was  restored. 
He  then  re-enlisted,  this  time  being  enrolled  in 
C'omi)any  G,  19th  Illinois  Cavalry.  With  his  new 
comrades  he  participated  in  a  number  of  engage- 
ments, serving  under  Gen.  Hatch  until  August, 
1865.  His  term  of  service  having  then  expired 
and   the   war  being  over,  he   was  discharged   and 
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mustered  out,  his  army  life  liaving  covered  a  pe- 
riod of  over  four  j-ears.  Resuming  the  more 
peaceful  emp]o3'ments  of  civil  life,  Mr.  Daniels 
again  took  up  the  work  of  an  agriculturist  on  a 
farm  which  he  iiad  bought  before  the  war.  He 
improved  the  place,  bringing  it  to  a  high  degree  of 
productiveness,  and  in  1872  sold  it  at  a  good  fig- 
ure. He  then  came  to  Kansas  and  settled  where 
he  is  now  residing.  He  took  up  a  quarter  section 
of  land  under  the  Homestead  Act  and  upon  it  built 
a  14x14  frame  house  into  which  he  moved  his  fam- 
ilj'.  He  drew  all  the  lumber  for  the  building  from 
Hanover.  The  land  was  all  raw  prairie,  which  he 
immediately  began  to  bi-eak  and  improve.  The 
first  3'ear  of  his  residence  he  bought  corn  with 
which  to  feed  his  stock,  paying  $1  per  bushel. 
Since  coming  to  the  count}'  he  has  added  240  acres 
adjoining  his  homestead  to  his  landed  possessions 
here,  the  whole  making  up  his  present  valuable 
estate. 

During  the  period  of  Mr.  Daniels'  engagement 
with  the  railroad  company  in  Illinois,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Mrs.  Henriette  Merchant(nee  P^ver- 
ett).  She  has  borne  her  husband  four  daughters : 
Rhoda  married  Mr.  James  Ogdes  and  lives  in  Grant 
Township,  this  county.  They  have  Ave  children. 
Cora  married  C.yrus  McClellan,  a  farmer  of  Craw- 
ford County,  Kan;  they  have  two  children.  Martha 
married  Frank  Raub,  formerly  of  this  county,  but 
now  a  resident  of  Oklahoma.  Three  children  have 
been  born  to  them.  Ida  is  the  wife  of  Charles 
McClellan,  of  Pittsburg,  Crawford  County,  this 
state;  their  union  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  one 
child. 

By  her  former  marriage  Mrs.  Daniels  is  tiie 
mother  of  a  son,  Peter  Merchant.  After  the 
death  of  his  father,  he  learned  the  sash-and- 
door  trade,  following  which  he  went  on  the  rail- 
road. He  worked  his  way  up  to  the  position  of 
conductor,  in  the  New  England  States.  During  his 
entire  life,  on  the  railroad  and  on  the  plains,  he 
has  never  smoked  or  chewed  tobacco,  never  tasted 
whisky  nor  ever  played  cards  for  a  cent  of  money. 
He  belongs  to  no  order  or  secret  society,  nor  to 
any  religious  denomination.  He  is  a  man  of  de- 
cided views  and  a  thorough-going  Republican  in 
politics.      He  takes  a  laudable  pride  in  his  moral 
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character  and  the  success  he  has  achieved  in  life. 
Mr.  Daniels  has  been  School  Treasurer,  and  for 
the  past  seven  years  he  has  held  the  office  of  Road 
Supervisor.  He  displays  the  same  energy  and 
good  judgment  in  office  with  which  his  private 
affairs  have  been  conducted,  and  is  a  public- 
spirited  and  enterprising  citizen,  lie  is  possessed 
of  many  sterling  tnxits  of  charactei-  and  is  regarded 
highly  by  his  fellow-citizens.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Reimblican. 

^ILLIAM  M.  WALTON  is  the  owner  and 
occupant  of  a  fine  farm  in  Haddani  Town- 
ship, Washington  County,  three  miles  from 
Haddam  City.  It  comprises  1 60  acres  located  on 
section  32,  and  is  well  watered  by  Mill  Creek  and 
Davis  Branch.  The  farm  is  neatly  fenced  and  is 
supplied  with  all  necessary  buildings.  There  is  an 
excellent  orchard  on  the  estate,  and  ninet3'-five 
acres  are  under  the  plow. 

I  James  Walton,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  a 
native  of  the  Buckeye  State.     He  removed   to  lUi- 

I    nois  at  an  early  day,  and  settled  in  Peoria  County. 

]    near  Elmwood.     He  entered  land  there,   and  lived 

I  upon  it  until  I860,  when  he- removed  to  Iowa.  He 
located  in  Belmont  Township,  Warren  Countj', 
near  Milo,  where  he  had  purchased  160  acres  of 
land.  There  he  departed  this  life  in  1868.  His 
political  adherence  was  given  to  the  Democratic 
party.  His  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Harriet  Bivins,  was  born  in  Ohio  and  died  in  Illi- 
nois in  1860.  The  family  comprised  five  children, 
viz:  J.  F..  now  a  resident  of  Haddam  Township; 
Maggie,  now  Mrs.  Graham,  of  Warren  County, 
Iowa;  John  S.  and  Melissa,  now  deceased,  and  our 
subject. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  was  born  near 
Elmwood,  Peoria  County.  111.,  Feb.  8.  1855.  He 
was  reared  upon  the  farm.  The  school  was  two 
miles  distant  and  his  attendance  during  early  boy- 
hood was  necessarily  limited.  His  father  was  a 
poor  man,  and  for  some  years  life  was  a  struggle 
to  the  family.  Our  subject  was  obliged  to  go  to 
work  when  eight  years  old.  and  his  entire  school 
life  would   not  exceed  twelve  months,      lie  was  leu 
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years  old  when  the  family  removed  to  lowii.  The 
journey  was  made  by  team,  and  they  crossed  tlie 
Mississippi  River  on  the  ice  at  Biirlintjton,  Iowa. 
Our  subject  remained  witli  iiis  father  until  the 
death  of  tlie  latter,  when  he  went  to  work  for  a 
step-brother.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  began 
working  out  by  the  month  and  continued  so  em- 
ployed until  nineteen  years  old.  In  1873  he  was 
married,  and  the  following  spring  came  West  by 
team.  He  crossed  the  Missouri  River  at  Nebraska 
City,  and  came  on  to  this  county.  He  selected 
land  in  Grant  Township,  and  filed  a  homestead 
claim  for  160  acres.  He  made  improvements  upon 
the  place  and  there  lived  until  1877,  when  he 
traded  his  claim  for  eighty  acres  of  the  place  he 
now  occupies.  There  were  no  improvements  upon 
the  eighty'  when  he  obtained  it,  and  he  broke  the 
soil  and  erected  some  necessary  buildings.  For 
several  j'ears  a  log  house  was  the  family  residence. 
Later  he  built  a  better  dwelling,  which  was  burned, 
and  he  subsequently  rebuilt  it  and  erected  other 
buildings  than  he  previously  liad.  Soon  after 
settlement  upon  the  place  he  bought  eighty  acres 
adjoining,  the  whole  comprising  his  present  estate. 
He  is  engaged  in  fanning  and  stock-raising,  his 
principal  crop  being  corn.  He  raises  graded 
Poland-China  hogs,  of  which  he  ships  one  car-load 
per  year.  He  also  sells  a  car-load  of  cattle,  which 
are  fattened  by  feeding.  He  keeps  ten  head  of 
horses,  two  teams  being  used   upon  the  place. 

The  wife  of  Mr.  Walton,  with  whom  he  was 
united  in  marriage  at  the  residence  of  Dillon  Hay- 
worth,  near  Indianola,  Iowa,  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Mary  E.  Hayworth.  Her  parents,  George 
and  Mary  (Hicks)  Hayworth,  are  old  settlers  of 
Iowa  and  still  reside  on  their  homestead  there. 
Their  mother  is  a  native  of  the  Hoosier  State.  Mrs. 
Walton  was  born  in  Warren  County.  lowu.  and 
has  borne  her  husband  four  children.  Myrtle,  Hat- 
tie,  Frank  and  Lizzie. 

IMr.  Walton  has  by  honesty  and  industry  ac- 
quired his  comfortable  estate,  and  by  keen  obser- 
vation and  native  wit  has  gained  a  considerable 
degree  of  the  knowledge  which  was  denied  him  in 
the  school-room.  He  is  well  liked  by  neighbors 
and  fellow-citizens  and  regarded  as  one  who  is 
interested    in    everything  which    will  benefit    the 


county.  He  gave  the  right  of  waj'  through  1 
place  to  the  railroad  company,  and  was  quite  i 
strumental  in  the  building  of  the  P'riends'  Chur 
at  Mill  Creek.  He  is  a  member  and  dii'ector 
the  Haddam  Percheron  Horse  Company.  He  I 
heen  School  Clerk  three  terms,  and  is  now  acti 
as  Director  of  the  School  Board.  The  Repulilic 
party  gains  his  vote,  and  he  has  been  a  deUi;: 
to  its  conventions.  He  belongs  to  the  Society 
Friends  and  as  Superintendent  of  the  Sundn 
school  at  Mill  Creek,  he  has  been  an  active  woil 
for  the  cause  of  right  living  and  Christianil 
Personally  he  is  a  well-built  man,  'tanding  ov 
six  feet  in  height  and  of  proportionate  thread th 
frame. 


'ji^  MANUEL  WERTMAN.  The  parents  of  tins 
lU]  gentleman  were  Daniel  and  Mary  B.  (Os walil ) 
ImL^i  Wertman,  both  natives  of  Lehigh  County. Pa. 
In  that  county  they  were  married,  and  from  there 
removed  to  Columbia  County,  where  they  lived  fur 
several  years.  Later  they  removed  to  Niagara 
County,  N.Y.,  where  they  died.  They  had  a  family 
of  twelve  children,  of  whom  our  subject  was  the 
ninth  in  order  of  birth. 

Emanuel  Wertman  was  born  in  Colurahia  County, 
Pa.,  No.  27,  1821.  He  was  twelve  3'ears  old  when 
his  parents  removed  to  New  York  State,  where  he 
grew  to  manhood  on  his  father's  farm.  He  continued 
to  reside  in  Niagara  County,  until  about  twenty -six 
years  old,  and  during  the  years  spent  there  learned 
the  trade  of  wagon  making.  From  that  county  he 
removed  to  Erie  County,  where  he  followed  his 
tr.ade  and  made  his  home  until  1854.  He  then  re- 
moved with  his  family  to  Bureau  County,  111.,  and 
for  a  few  months  lived  in  the  town  of  Princetun. 
He  then  bought  a  farm  in  Westfield  Township,  that 
county,  and  occupied  it  until  1859,  when  he  sold 
out,  and  came  West.  Arriving  in  Kansas  while  it 
was  still  a  Territory,  he  settled  in  Douglas  County. 
where  he  remained  until  the  spring  of  1861.  He 
then  changed  his  location  to  Washington  County, 
and  has  since  been  a  resident  on  section  33,  Fann- 
ington  Township.  He  has  given  his  attention  wholly 
to  farming,  and  has  made  excellent  improvements 
upon  the  160  acres  of  land  which  ho  owns.       He  is 
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an  enterprising  farmer  anc]  is  carrying  on  his  occu- 
pation successfully. 

During  his  residence  in  Erie  County,  N.Y.,  Mr. 
Wertman  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Lucy 
A.  Huntington.  The  ceremony  took  place  Oct.  3, 
1850,  at  Williarasville.  Her  parents  were  Abel  H. 
and  Lucy  A.  (Jones)  Huntington,  who  were  natives 
of  New  England,  and  after  their  marriage  settled  in 
Erie  County,  N.Y.,  where  , they  both  died.  They 
had  a  family  of  five  children,  of  whom  Mrs.  AVert- 
man  was  the  eldest.  Her  birth  took  place  Sept.  26, 
1823.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  AVertman  have  become  the  pa- 
rents of  three  children  :  Moses,  who  married  Miss 
Sarah  Prithro;  Elizabeth,  now  the  wife  of  William 
H.  Love;  and  Grierson. 

Mr.  Wertman  is  a  believer  in  the  principles  of 
the  Republican  party,  and  never  fails  to  cast  his 
vote  for  the  candidates  in  whose  hands  he  believes 
the  interests  of  the  country  will  be  best  advanced. 
Tlie  intelligence  which  Mr.  Wertman  manifests, 
and  the  sterling  qualities  of  character  which  he  pos- 
sesses are  properly  appreciated  by  his  friends  and 
fellow  citizens,  who  give  him  the  respect  he  so  well 
deserves. 

rw^REDERICK  WULFF,  a  son  of  one  of  tho 
Unfei  early  residents  of  Hanover  Township,  is 
/Iv,  a  young  man  possessing    a   great   amount 

of  energy  and  enterprise  which  are  apparent  on  his 
fine  farm,  where  he  has  instituted  modern  improve- 
ments and  is  putting  forth  his  best  efforts  for  fur- 
ther developments.  He  is  numbered  among  the 
representative  young  men  of  his  township  and  is 
justly  popular  in  social  and  business  circles.  We 
find  him  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  comforts  of  a  plea- 
sant home,  comprising  a  well-regulated  farm  upon 
which  he  has  expended  much  labor  and  which  bears 
fair  comparison  with  its  neighbors. 

The  youngest  of  a  family  of  five  children,  the 
sul)ject  of  this  sketch  was  born  June  7,  1855,  in 
the  Grand  Duchy  of  Oldenburg,  Germany,  and  lived 
there  until  a  youth  of  fifteen  years  when  he  emigrat- 
ed with  his  [larents  to  America.  The  latter  were 
John  B.  and  Almuth  (Bruns)  Wulff,  who  were  like- 
wise nativi'S  of  Oldenburg  and  the  father  a  farmer 
by  occupation.  The  latter  likewise  served  six  years 


in  the  German  Army.  The  parents  lived  iu  Olden- 
burg twenty  years  after  their  marriage,  then,  in 
1870  emigrated  to  America,  landing  in  the  city  of 
Baltimore.  Thence  they  proceeded  to  Henry  County, 
Ohio,  and  from  there  to  Johnson  County,  Neb- 
That  same  year  they  made  another  removal,  coming 
to  AVashington  County,  Kan.,  and  settled  upon  the 
land  which  constitutes  the  present  homestead  of 
their  son.  Here  the  father  died  in  1880.  The  mother 
is  still  living  and  makes  her  home  with  one  of  her 
daughters,  Mrs.  Drugmueller. 

John  B.  Wulff  was  a  man  possessing  both  industry 
and  energy.  He  came  to  this  country  with  little 
means  but  in  due  time  became  the  owner  of  320 
acres  of  land  in  Hanover  Township.  He  was  a  man 
highly  respected  and  wielded  a  marked  influence  in 
his  community.  The  parental  household  included 
five  children  of  whom  Frederick,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  was  the  youngest.  He  was  placed  in 
school  at  an  early  age  and  received  a  good  educa- 
tion in  his  native  tongue.  He  worked  with  his  father 
on  the  home  farm  until  twenty-three  years  old, 
then  purchased  160  acres  of  it  and  prepared  to 
establish  a  home  of  his  own.  On  the  2d  of  May, 
1879  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Minnie, 
daughter  of  Christian  and  Stene  (Myer)  Shutte. 
The  parents  of  Mrs.  Wulff  were  natives  respectively 
of  Prussia  and  Hanover.  They  emigrated  to  America 
and  are  now  living  on  a  farm  adjoining  that  of  Mr. 
AVulff  on  the  south.  Mr.  Shutte  h.as  attained  his 
three-score  and  tsn  years,  while  his  estimable  wife 
is  fifty-eight  years  old.  They  have  six  children  liv- 
ing and  Mrs.  Wulff  is  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth. 
She  was  born  in  Illinois  in  1864  and  acquired  a 
good  education  in  English.  Of  her  union  with  our 
subject  there  have  been  born  three  children  Anna, 
Jan.  28,  1880;  Frederick,  Jan.  28,  1884  and  Minnie 
Jan.  27,  1886. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wulff  are  prominently  connected 
with  the  Cxerman  Lutheran  Church  at  Hanover. 
Mr.  Wulff,  politically,  is  a  stanch  Democrat  and 
keeps  himself  well  posted  upon  the  political  issues 
of  the  times.  His  farm  is  finely-  situated  on  the  west 
side  of  the  Blue  River.directly  opposite  the  little  city 
of  Hanover.  The  residence  was  put  up  at  a  cost 
of  about  $500.  He  has  a  barn,  corn-crib,  and  shed 
all  with  stone  foundations,  and  erected  in  a  neat  and 
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substantial  manner.  Most  of  the  land  is  in  a  good 
state  of  cultivation,  1 15  acres  being  under  the  plow. 
Mr.  Wulff  has  planted  a  goodly  number  of  fruit 
trees  and  is  considerably  interested  in  live  stock, 
having  sixty  head  of  cattle,  1  75  head  of  swine  and 
fifteen  head  of  horses.  In  1885  he  purchased  forty 
acres  of  land  on  section  18,  Hanover  Township. 
He  has  a  fine  start,  with  the  prospect  of  a  compe- 
tency ere  becoming  aged. 

^M  LLEN  C.  WHEELER,  a  pioneer  of  two 
!^0j     States,   was  one  of   the  earliest  settlers  of 

Ipli  Jefferson  County,  Neb.,  and  later  came  to 
^  Washington    County,    Kan.,    locating     in 

Union  Township,  while  it  was  considered  the  front- 
ier, and  of  the  latter  he  has  since  been  a  resident. 
He  still  retains  possession  of  his  quarter-  section  of 
land  in  Nebraska,  which  is  now  transformed  into  a 
good  farm,  while  in  Union  'J'ownship,  this  State, 
he  has  480  acres,  which  he  has  operated  with  fine 
results.  He  is  largely  interested  in  live  stock  and 
has  effected  first-class  improvements  on  this  farm, 
which  is  considered  one  of  the  most  desirable  es- 
tates in  this  part  of  the  count}'.  In  addition  to  the 
interests  alreadj^  mentioned,  he  conducts  a  general 
store  in  Narka,  Republic  Co.,  Kan.,  and  is  in  the 
enjoyment  of  a  handsome  income.  He  is  looked 
upon  as  one  of  the  most  public-spirited  and  liberal 
citizens  of  the  county,  one  who  has  contributed  his 
full  quota  to  its  growth  and  prosperity. 

A  native  of  New  York  State,  Mr.  Wheeler  was 
born  near  Stillwater,  in  what  was  then  Chautauqua 
County,  Sept.  17,  1839.  Three  years  later  his  par- 
ents removed  to  Herkimer  County,  where  the  father 
engaged  in  saw-milling,  and  where  Allen  C.  pur- 
sued his  first  studies  in  the  common  school.  He 
was  put  to  work  at  the  age  of  ten  years,  making 
himself  useful  on  the  farm  and  in  the  mill.  Finally 
the  family  removed  to  Lockport,  N.  Y.,  where  they  ■ 
sojourned  until  1851.  That  year  they  decided  upon 
seeking  the  farther  West,  and  they  made  their  way 
by  lake  steamer  to  Chicago,  thence  by  canal  to 
Peoria,  and  from  there  overland  by  team  to  Fiatt, 
Fulton  Co.,  III. 

In  the  above-mentioned  place  the  elder  Wheeler 


prosecuted  saw-milling  as  before,  and  Allen  C.  at- 
tended school  during  the  winter  season  until  fifteen 
years  old.  He  assisted  in  developing  the  new  farm 
at  a  time  when  wild  game  was  plentiful  And  the 
settlers  were  few  and  far  between.  He  also  worked 
out  considerabl}'  until  twenty-two  years  old.  Then, 
the  Civil  War  being  in  progress,  he  felt  called  upon 
to  assist  in  the  preservation  of  the  Union,  and  on 
the  7th  of  August,  1861,  enlisted  in  Company  A, 
55th  Illinois  Infantry,  being  mustered  into  service 
at  Camp  Douglas.  Four  months  later  the  regiment 
was  sent  south  to  St.  Louis,  and  later  was  ordered 
to  Paducah,  Ky.,  where  it  operated  as  a  guard 
three  months.  Next,  going  to  Tennessee,  it 
participated  in  the  battles  of  Shiloh  and  Corinth, 
and  thereafter  engaged  in  many  of  the  important 
battles  of  the  war.  during  which  Mr.  Wheeler  ex- 
perienced many  hairbreadth  escapes,  but  was  mus- 
tered out  unharmed  and  received  his  honorable 
discharge,  Nov.  4,  1864,  after  having  been  in  the 
service  three  years  and  three  months. 

Upon  leaving  the  army  Mr.  Wheeler  rented  a 
farm  in  AVill  County,  111.,  which  he  operated  one 
year.  In  the  fall  of  1865  he  went  to  Faribault 
County,  Minn.,  but  that  region  being  too  cold  to 
suit  him  he  left  there  in  the  spring  of  1866,  pro- 
ceeding to  Gage  Count}',  Neb.,  overland  by  team. 
He  crossed  the  Missouri  River  at  Nebraska  City, 
and  located  in  Blue  Springs  Township,  when  there 
were  but  three  or  four  houses  within  its  limits.  He 
entered  160  acres  of  land  and  operated  upon  it  four 
years,  then  in  the  spring  of  1870  removed  to  Fair- 
bury,  Neb.,  being  the  fourth  man  to  settle  there. 
He  then  commenced  operating  a  saw-mill,  handling 
mostly  Cottonwood  lumber,  which  was  as  much  in 
demand  as  greenbacks.  The  following  year  he  re- 
moved to  his  farm  on  Silver  Creek,  which  he  had 
purchased  in  1868  at  ^1.25  per  acre.  He  improved 
this  land  and  prosecuted  farming  and  stock-raising 
there  until  1881.  In  the  meantime  he  had  become 
the  owner  of  320  acres,  which  he  now  sold,  and 
coming  to  Washington  County,  Kan.,  purchased  a 
part  of  his  present  farm  on  section  1,  Union  Town- 
ship. Later  he  added  120  acres  on  section  1,  and  160 
acres  on  section  11,  which  he  improved.  He  now 
owns  the  west  half  of  section  1,  the  northeast 
quarter  of  section    11,  and   his    16U-acre   farm    in 
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Nebraska.  He  was  one  of  the  first  stock  buyers  in 
Wasliington  County,  and  is  probably  among  the 
largest. 

Mr.  Wheeler,  in  18S4,  put  up  a  stone  store  build- 
ing in  Reynolds,  which  he  leased  until  1887.  Then, 
selling  it,  he  established  a  lumber-yard  at  Narka, 
which  he  operated  one  year,  then  sold  this  likewise. 
Nothing  suits  him  quite  as  well  as  dealing  in  cattle. 
Some  years  he  feeds  six  carloads,  and  two  carloads 
of  swine.  He  is  also  interested  in  the  breeding  of 
draft  horses.  He  put  up  his  present  store  at  Narka 
in  1888,  and  leased  it  until  August,  1889.  He  then 
purchased  the  stock  within  it,  added  to  this,  and  is 
now  conducting  a  flourisliing  trade,  carrying  goods 
to  the  amount  of  $6,000.  He  has  erected  the  larg- 
est dwelling  in  the  town  of  Narka. 

In  Peoria,  111.,  on  the  12th  of  January,  1863,  Mr. 
Wlieeler  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Nancy 
J.  Millard.  This  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of 
seven  children,  viz:  John  (deceased),  Mary,  Allen 
C,  Lydia,  Blanche.  I'>a  and  Amy.  Mary  is  the 
wife  of  Joseph  C.  Broady,  and  the}'  live  on  the 
Irome  farm;  Allen  C.  Jr.,  is  chief  clerk  in  liis  father's 
store  at  Narka.  The  3'ounger  children  are  at  home 
with  their  parents.  Mr.  Wheeler  assisted  in  the 
organization  of  liis  school  district  in  wliich  he  lias 
been  a  Director  many  years.  Politically,  he  is  a 
stanch  Republican,  and  has  served  as  a  delegate  to 
the  county  and  congressional  conventions. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  Joseph  Wheeler,  a 
native  of  New  York  State  and  the  son  of  George 
Wheeler,  who  carried  on  farming  in  Chautauqua 
County,  and  died  there.  The  family  traces  its  au- 
eestrj-  to  Germanj'.  Joseph  Wheeler  was  a  black- 
smith by  trade  in  his  early  manhood,  l)ut  later 
operated  a  saw-mill.  He  was  at  one  time  a  resi- 
dent of  Herkinier  County,  but  in  1851  removed  to 
Fulton  Count}',  111.,  locating  near  Cuba,  or  Centre- 
ville,  where  he  was  among  the  earliest  pioneers.  In 
1870.  seeking  the  fartlier  West,  he  emigrated  to 
Nebraska  and  operated  a  sawmill  near  Fairbury. 
Afterward  he  removed  to  the  farm  of  his  sou,  our 
subject,  in  Jefferson  County,  where  his  death  took 
place  in  1879,  vvlien  he  was  sixty-five  years  old. 
He   identified    himself  with  the  Republican  party 


The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject 
was  Paulina  Green.  She  likewise  was  a  native  of 
the  Empire  State,  and  the  daughter  of  David  Green, 
a  New  Murker  Ijy  birth  and  of  English  descent. 
The  latler  o|n'rated  as  a  farmer,  and  lived  in  Chau- 
tauqua and  Herkimer  counties,  N.  Y.  Mrs.  Paulina 
Wheeler  departed  this  life  in  Fulton  County,  111., 
in  1855.  She  was  the  mother  of  a  large  family, 
viz:  Betsey,  a  resident  of  Jefferson  County.  Neb.; 
Jane,  Mrs.  Milliard,  of  Faribault  County,  Minn.; 
Cyrus,  deceased;  Allen  C.  our  subject;  Joseph,  of 
Reynolds,  Neb. ;  William,  deceased,  and  Sarah.  Mrs. 
Honeycutt,  of  Jefferson  County.  Neb.;  James  and 
William,  during  the  Civil  War  served  in  the  55th 
Illinois  Infantry,  the  former  in  Company  G,  and  the 
latter  in  Company  A;  William,  who  was  only  six- 
teen years  old  when  he  enlisted,  was  discharged  for 
disability  in  the  fall  of  1862. 

^...g.,|.:.g...^ 


I^A  ARTIN  BOBB,  a  leading  farmer  and  stock- 
.  I  1\\  raiser  of  Bloom  Township,  is  one  of  those 
I  lK  men  whose  career  have  been  signalized  bj' 
•''  persevering  industry  resulting  in  success. 

We  find  him  pleasantly  located  on  section  I,  where 
he  has  160  acres,  well  watered  and  finely  iinproveil. 
and  largel}'  devoted  to  cattle  and  swine.  He  settled 
here  in  April,  1871,  as  a  homesteader  and  is  credi- 
ted with  having  built  up  one  of  the  best  farms  in 
this  part  of  Clay  County. 

Mr.  Bobb  was  born  in  the  Kingdom  of  Bavaria 
near  the  river  Rhine,  Sept.  18,  1832  and  emigrated 
to  America  with  friends  in  1853.  The  year  fol- 
lowing he  spent  in  New  Y'ork  City,  then  emigrated 
to  Highland  County,  Ohio,  where  he  lived  from 
1855  until  coming  to  Kansas,  engaged  in  farming 
pursuits.  He  comes  of  pure  German  stock,  being 
the  son  of  Valentine  Baab,  as  it  was  then  spelled 
in  Germany.  The  latter  was  bom  and  reared  in 
Bavaria  where  he  learned  the  miller's  trade.  The 
paternal  grandfather  was  Jacob  Baab,  a  Wurtem- 
berger  by  birth,  but  who  spent  his  last  years  in 
Bavaria,  dying  at  the  age  of  seventy-three  years. 
He  was  a  member    of  the  German    Reformed   or 


at  its  organization,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Bai)tist       Modern  Lutheran  Chu 


Church. 


Valentine  Baab  upon 
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being  equipped  witli  a  good  trade — tliat  of  a  miller 
— was  murried  in  his  native  Province  to  Miss 
Carolina  Berodt.  This  lady  was  born  in  Bavaria 
where  she  spent  her  entire  life.  They  became  the 
parents  of  three  children,  viz :  Martin,  Valentine, 
Jr.,  and  an  infant  who  died  unnamed.  Valentine, 
Jr.,  is  a  resident  of  Norton  County,  Kan.  The 
father  after  the  death  of  his  wife  emigrated  to 
America  leaving  his  two  sons  with  their  paternal 
grandparents.  The  sons  upon  reaching  manhood 
joined  their  father,  after  his  absence  of  nineteen 
years  and  it  was  a  remarkable  circumstance  that 
Martin,  although  but  five  years  old  when  his  father 
left  Bavaria,  recognized  the  latter  when  they  met  in 
Ohio.  The  elder  Bobb  after  coming  to  the  United 
States  was  a  second  time  married.  He  settled  in 
Highland  County,  Ohio,  where  his  death  occured 
in  1880,  when  he  was  ripe  in  years. 

Martin  Bobb  lived  with  his  grandparents  until 
coming  to  the  United  States,  and  while  a  resident  of 
Highland  County,  Ohio,  was  married  in  December, 
1857  to  Miss  Eliza  Rhoads.  This  lady  was  born  in 
that  county  in  1830,  of  parents  who  were  natives  of 
Pennsylvania  and  of  Dutch  and  Irish  descent.  .She 
was  reared  in  the  doctrines  of  the  Lutheran  Church 
and  after  becoming  the  mother  of  eight  children 
departed  this  life  at  her  home  in  Bloom  Township, 
Dec.  22,  1882,  very  suddenly,  having  been  stricken 
with  palsy.  One  child,  Eliza  E.,  died  at  the  age  of 
eight  years.  Mary  A.  remains  at  home  with  her 
father;  David  married  Miss  Eva  Carson  and  is  a 
resident  of  Clay  Center;  Joseph  married  Alice  Elk- 
ins  and  lives  on  a  farm  in  Clay  County  Kan.;  Caro- 
line M.  is  the  wife  of  Welcome  C.  Timmons,  a 
hardware  merchant  of  Idana,  Kan. ;  Damarius  I.  is 
the  wife  of  Job  G.  Goings,  a  farmer  of  Mintou, 
Neb.;  Sarah  C.  married  John  Goings,  and  they 
likewise  live  on  a  farm  in  that  State;  Martin  D. 
remains  with   his  father  assisting   him  on  the  farm. 

Mr.  Bobb  contracted  a  second  mariiage  in  High- 
land County,  Ohio,  Jan.  24,  1886,  with  Mrs.  p:iiza- 
beth  (Hatter)  Martin.  This  lady  was  born  in  that 
county  Nov.  3,  1842,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Jacob 
and  Mary  (Rhoads)  Hatter,  rtho  were  natives  of 
Pennsylvania  and  are  now  deceased,  having  died 
on  their  farm  in  Highland  County,  Ohio',  when 
quite  well  advanced    in  years.     They  were  reared 


in  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  respectively,  and  were 
married  in  Highland  Cjunty,  Ohio.  Mrs.  Bobb 
was  reared  in  her  native  county  and  was  there  mar- 
ried to  Joseph  Martin  by  whom  she  became  the 
mother  of  one  child,  a  daughter,  Mary  P.,  who  re- 
mains with  her  mother.  Mr.  Bobb  is  a  member  of 
the  German  Reformed  Church  and  his  wife  is  a 
Lutheran  in  religion.  Politically,  Mr.  Bobb  votes 
the  straight  Democratic  ticket. 

J  I  AMES  M.  HARRELL.  D.  D.  S.,  who  is  con- 
I  sidered  one  of  the  most  skillful  and  best 
!  qualified  dentists  in  Washington  County,  he 
'  having  devoted  some  years  to  a  careful 
study  of  dentistry  in  one  of  the  best  dental  colleges 
in  the  West  and  under  first-class  instructors,  is 
practicing  his  profession  in  Washington,  where  he 
has  an  office  tastefully  fitted  up,  and  has  a  large 
number  of  patrons.  He  is  a  native  of  Illinois,  born 
in  North  Grove,  Winnebago  Co.,  HI.,  April  28, 
1852,  to  Edmund  N.  and  Polly  (Poole)   Harrell. 

Our  subject  passed  his  early  boyhood  days  in  the 
town  of  his  birth,  and  in  its  public  schools  gleaned 
the  preliminaries  of  his  education.  AVhen  he  was 
twelve  years  old  he  commenced  to  work  on  a  farm, 
and  was  thus  occupied  two  years,  and  he  then  began 
to  learn  the  harness  maker's  trade,  serving  two  and 
a  half  years.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time  he  went 
with  his  parents  to  Iowa,  and  was  there  engaged  in 
working  one  year  on  the  grade  of  the  Sabula,  Ack- 
ley  and  Dakota  Railway,  then  in  process  of  construc- 
tion. In  1874  he  went  to  Sparta,  Wis.,  and  was 
foreman  of  a  gang  of  men  employed  in  the  con- 
struction of  a  tunnel.  He  occupied  that  position  a 
year,  and  then  went  to  Pecatonica,  111.,  and  en- 
gaged there  in  the  sale  of  musical  instruments, 
and  also  commenced  the  study  of  dentistry.  Three 
years  later  he  entered  the  office  of  J.  C.  Cornelius, 
a  dental  surgeon  in  Freeport,  111.,  and  was  with 
him  eighteen  months  as  an  assistant,  and  after  that 
was  in  the  office  of  Dr.  AV.  W.  Crape  a  year,  gain- 
ing under  both  a  good  practical  knowledge  of  den- 
tistry. He  subsequently  opened  an  office  in  Davis, 
111.,  where  he   practiced  a  year,  and  then,  wishing 
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to  become  still  more  proScient  in  bis  chosen  calling, 
he  became  a  student  at  Delavan  Dental  College, 
and  attended  a  course  of  lectures  in  that  excellent 
institution.  He  then  resumed  his  practice  in  Davis, 
and  became  one  of  the  most  popular  dentists 
there.  In  1884  he  removed  to  this  State  with  his 
family,  and  opening  an  ofHce  in  Washington,  has 
since  been  actively  engaged  in  his  profession  in 
this  city.  He  is  a  young  man  of  good  address,  sen- 
sible, straightforward  and  frank  in  his  manner,  and 
lie  and  his  amiable  wife  are  among  the  leading  citi- 
zens of  this  city  and  move  in  the  best  of  society, 
being  very  highly  thought  of  by  all  who  have  the 
pleasure  of  their  friendship  or  acquaintance.  Mr. 
Ilarrell  is  connected  with  the  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  as  a 
member  of  Davis  Lodge,  No.  573,  in  Illinois. 

Mr.  Harrell  and  Miss  Mary  Breithaupt  were 
united  in  marriage  July  15,  1880,  and  three  chil- 
dren have  been  born  to  them,  Walter,  Silas  and 
Carl.  The  greatest  grief  of  their  wedded  life  has 
been  in  the  death  of  little  Silas,  April  11,  1889,  at 
the  age  of  four  years  and  ten  months. 

Mrs.  Harrell  is  a  native  of  Racine,  Wis.,  and  a 
daughter  of  Jacob  and  Magdalene  (Beck)  Breit- 
haupt, her  father  born  near  Carlsruhe,  Baden.  April 
29,  1818,  and  her  mother  born  in  a  village  on  the 
hanks  of  the  beautiful  Rhine,  Sept.  19,  1824.  Mr. 
Breithaupt  had  good  school  ad  vantages  and  became 
well  educated.  He  learned  the  butcher's  trade, 
which  he  followed  in  Germany  till  the  spring  of 
1854,  when  he  came  to  America,  and  locating  in 
Racine,  Wis.,  engaged  in  his  trade  in  that  city.  In 
the  spring  of  1861  he  removed  with  his  family  to 
Stephenson  County,  III.,  and  made  his  home  in 
Davis.  About  that  time  the  war  broke  out,  and 
he.  who  had  with  great  interest  watched  the  course 
uf  events  that  led  up  to  it,  and  was  a  strong  and 
out-spoken  abolitionist  from  the  first,  with  the  pa- 
triotic ardor  of  a  native-born  citizen,  determined 
to  sacrifice  his  life,  if  need  be.  on  the  altar  of  his 
adopted  country,  and  laying  aside  all  personal  con- 
siderations he  enlisted  in  Company  I,  74th  Illinois 
Volunteer  Infantry.  He  was  tlien  forty-three  years 
old,  and  though  in  poor  health,  was  mustered  in  at 
Rockford,  111.,  and  camped  at  that  place  till  ordered 
South.  He  took  part  in  all  the  battles  in  which  his 
regiment  engaged,    often    being  found  in  the  heat 


of  the  fight  in  the  front  ranks,  till  he  was  injured  at 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  by  an  ammunition  wagon  running 
over  his  foot.  He  was  sent  to  the  Nashville  hos- 
pital, and  was  honorably  discharged  and  returned 
home  after  having  served  nine  months.  As  soon 
as  he  was  able  to  walk,  he  went  to  Frecport  to  re- 
enlist,  though  he  had  to  use  a  cane  he  was  so  lame. 
The  brave  and  heroic  soldier  there  offered  his  ser- 
vices a  second  time,  but  they  were  refused,  as  he 
was  not  fit  to  again  face  the  hardships  of  life  on  the 
battlefield,  and  he  returned  sadly  to  his  family.  He 
was  never  able  to  do  any  work  after  that,  but  died 
at  his  home  in  Davis,  June  28,  1871,  as  brave  a 
soldier  as  ever  drew  breath,  and  giving  up  his  life 
for  his  adopted  country  as  much  as  if  he  had  died 
with  his  face  to  the  foe  on  some  Southern  battle- 
field. He  was  a  firm  Republican  in  his  political 
views,  and  religiously,  vvas  a  Lutheran,  strong  in 
the  faith.  His  wife  made  her  home  with  her  daugh- 
ter and  our  subject  after  her  husband's  death,  as 
Utug  as  they  lived  in  Davis,  and  she  still  continues 
to  reside  in  that  town.  She  is  an  active  Christian, 
and  a  devoted  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 
She  is  the  mother  of  four  children:  Christine,  the 
wife  of  Fred  Butecharfter,  of  Davis,  Ill.;Mar3', 
wife  of  our  subject;  Jacob  B..  one  of  the  leading 
druggists  of  Newton,  Iowa;  Emma  A.,  the  wife  of 
Frank  Crove,  a  miller  in  Woodlawn.  After  her 
father's  death,  Mrs.  Ilarrell's  mother  was  sick,  and 
at  the  early  age  o:  sixteen  she  engaged  in  the  mil- 
linery business  to  obtain  money  to  support  her. 
The  plucky  and  energetic  young  miss  established  a 
good  trade,  and  gradually  increased  her  stock,  and 
was  one  of  the  leading  milliners  of  Davis,  when  she 
closed  her  business  in  1884  to  accompany  her  hus- 
band to  Kansas. 

J~  A.MES  G.  WOUDRUxM,  an  .active  and  enter- 
prising man  of  business,  is  one  of  the  lead- 
ing farmers,  stock  raisers  and  stock-dealers 
of  Washington  County,  with  his  interests 
centered  in  Washington  Township,  where  he  owns 
and  occupies  a  valuable  farm,  comprising  the  north- 
east quarter  of  section  23.  He  was  born  in  Fayette 
County,  W.  Va.,  Feb.  26,  1848.     His  father,  Will- 
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iam  Woodrum,  was  born  in  the  same  locality,  and 
tlie  latter's  fatiier,  Archibald  Woodrum,  is  supposed 
to  have  been  a  native  of  that  State.  He  was  reared 
in  Monroe  County,  and  removing  to  Fa_yette  County 
during  some  period  of  his  life,  he  engaged  in  farm- 
ing there  his  remaining  days. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  bred  to  the  life  of 
a  farmer  in  his  native  county,  hut  as  he  grew  to 
manhood  he  learned  the  trades  of  a  carpenter  and 
a  cabinet-maker,  and  followed  them  some  years. 
Later  in  life  be  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business, 
carrying  it  on  profitably  until  one  year  before  his 
death,  when  he  had  to  abandon  it  on  account  of 
ill-health.  He  died  April  16,  1855,  while  yet  in 
life's  prime,  and  his  death  was  not  only  a  sad  loss 
to  his  family,  but  it  was  a  blow  to  the  interests  of 
the  community  where  he  had  made  his  home,  and 
where  lie  was  held  in  general  esteem  for  those  ster- 
ling traits  of  character  that  constituted  him  a  good 
man  and  a  valued  citizen.  The  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject preceded  the  father  in  death,  dying  Jan.  2, 
1850,  leaving  two  children —  James  G.  and  Eliza- 
beth J.,  the  latter  the  wife  of  Mark  Kincaid,  of 
Fayette  County,  W.  Va.  Her  maiden  name  (the 
mother's)  was  INIary  Frances  Duncan,  and  she  was 
born  in  Fayette  County,  \a,.  Her  father,  Isaac 
Duncan,  was  born  in  Germany,  and  was  there 
reared  and  married,  and  directly  afterward  he 
started  with  his  bride  for  America,  and  they  made 
their  new  home  in  Fayette  County,  Va..  living 
there  until  death  called  them  hence.  Mr.  Duncan 
bought  and  improved  a  farm  there. 

James  Woodrum  was  very  young  when  he  was 
left  an  orphan,  and  he  was  then  taken  charge  of  by 
his  aunt,  Melinda  (Woodrum)  Johnson,  of  Fayette 
County,  who  reared  and  educated  him,  he  living 
with  her  until  he  grew  to  manhood.  He  attended 
school  and  assisted  on  the  farm,  and  was  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits  until  1870,  when  he  en- 
tered the  employ  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Rail- 
way Company,  and  was  railroading  two  3'ears.  At 
the  expiration  of  that  time  he  came  to  Kansas,  and 
locating  in  Miami  County,  worked  on  a  farm  a 
short  time,  and  after  that  went  to  Andrew  County, 
Mo.,  where  he  resided  about  eight  j'ears.  Soon 
after  locating  there  he  bought  two  farms,  which 
he  sold  when  he  left   that  county  to  take  up   his 


residence  in  Brown  County,  Kan.  There  he  rented 
land  for  a  time,  and  then  bought  an  80-acre  farm, 
which  he  rented  until  December,  1883,  then  traded 
it  for  land  in  Wasiiington  Township,  this  county. 
In  that  month  he  disposed  of  his  property  there  and 
came  to  Washington  County,  and  bought  a  farm  of 
160  acres,  on  sections  19  and  20,  Logan  Township. 
Eight  months  iater  he  sold  that  place  at  a  good  ad- 
vance and  rented  land  for  a  lime.  He  si'bscquently 
bought  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  4,  and  in 
1887  he  purchased  the  farm  that  he  now  owns  .and 
occupies,  comprising  the  northeast  quarter  of  sec-- 
tion  23.  Here  he  is  successfully  engaged  in  gen- 
eral farming,  raising  and  feeding  stock  extensively. 
In  1887  he  suffered  severe  financial  loss  by  the 
death  of  his  cattle  from  Texas  fever,  losing  184 
cattle  out  of  a  herd  of  525. 

Mr.  Woodrum  was  married  May  25,  1873,  to 
Miss  Susie  E.  Lewis.  Siie  is  a  native  of  Andrew 
Count3%  Mo.,  and  was  born  eighteen  miles  northeast 
of  St.  Joseph.  Her  father.  William  Lewis,  was 
born  in  Franklin  County,  Ind.,  and  was  a  son 
of  Morgan  Lewis,  a  native  of  Teiinnessee.  His 
father,  Mrs.  Woodrum's  great-grandfather,  was  a 
native  of  Wales.  Her  grandfather  was  a  pioneer 
and  frontiersman,  and  when  the  Platte  Purchase  in 
Missouri  was  opened  for  settlement,  he  was  one  of 
the  first  to  locate  in  Andrew  County,'  making  the 
removal  from  Indiana  with  ox  teams.  He  bought 
a  tract  of  Government  land,  improved  it  into  a 
farm,  which  is  now  in  the  possession  of  one  of  his 
I  sons,  and  resided  on  it  until  his  death.  Mrs.  Wood- 
j  rum's  father  w.as  but  nine  years  old  when  his 
parents  moved  to  Missouri,  and  there  he  was  reared. 
He  was  one  of  the  original  '49ers,  iiaving  crossed 
the  plains  in  that  year,  driving  an  ox  team  to  Cali- 
fornia. He  was  engaged  in  mining  there  for  some 
time,  .and  after  an  absence  of  three  an<l  one-half 
years  returned  home  by  the  wa}'  of  Cape  Horn. 
He  resided  in  Andrew  County  until  1880,  when  he 
came  to  Kansas  and  purchased  a  farm  in  Brown 
County,  which  he  still  occupies.  Politically  he  is 
a  Democrat,  and  socially  a  member  of  the  A.  F.  & 
A.  M.  and  I.  O.  O.  F.  The  maiden  name  of  his 
wife  w.as  Emily  F.  Warren,  and  she  w.as  born  in 
Orange  County.  N.  C.  Her  father,  Briscoe  M. 
Warren,  was  a  native  of  the  same  county.     He  was 
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:i  fanner,  a  school  teacher  and  an  attorney.  He  re- 
moved to  Cla^-  County,  Mo.,  in  the  early  years  of 
its  settlement.  He  lived  there  a  few  years  and  then 
became  a  pioneer  of  Andrew  County,  and  after- 
ward of  Nodawa}'  County,  where  he  bought  a  farm 
of  200  acres,  and  was  a  resident  there  until  his 
death.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife,  Mrs.  Wood- 
rum's  maternal  grandmother,  was  Adeline  Troxler, 
and  she  was  a  native  of  Germany.  She  spent  her 
last  years  in  Nodaway  County.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Woodrum  have  four  children,  namely  :  Charles  W., 
Abby  F.,  Daisj'  E.  and  Archie  L. 

Though  still  a  young  man,  in  the  vigor  and 
prime  of  life,  our  subject  has  liad  a  wide  and  varied 
experience,  and  has  profited  thereby :  that,  with  iiis 
keen  powers  of  observation,  clear  head,  and  rare 
judgment,  being  a  prominent  factor  in  his  success. 
In  him  the  Democratic  party  have  had  an  intelligent 
and  earnest  supporter  since  he  cast  his  first  vote  for 
president,  when  Gen.  Hancock  was  a  candidate  for 
tliat  office.  He  is  a  member  of  the  following  social 
organizations:  Frontier  Lodge,  No.  104,  A.  F.  & 
A.  M. ;  Tyrian  Chapter,  No.  29,  R.  A.  M.,  and 
Wasiiington  Lodge,  No.  119,  A.  O.  U.  W. 

David  Crockett's  mother  and  the  mother  of  Mor- 
gan Lewis,  the  paternal  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Wood- 
rum,  were  sisters. 

...    ,■-;    ,'^~^'-^-^,    n".    ... 


WASHINGTON  MARLATT.  Any  intelli- 
gent person  who  has  the  pleasure  of  meeting 
this  gentleman  at  once  recognizes  him  as  a 
man  of  more  than  ordinary  capabilities,  the  exist- 
ence of  which  are  indicated  in  his  pictured  features 
on  another  page  in  this  volume.  Although  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  lie  is  a  gentleman  and  a 
scholar,  fond  of  reading  and  literary  pursuits  and 
while  making  a  success  of  agriculture,  has  written 
lietween  300  and  400  articles  under  the  caption 
of  "farm  talk,"  liased  upon  his  own  [uactical 
knowledge  of  this  calling.  He  bears  a  tine  reputa- 
tion among  his  fellow  citizens,  and  altiiough  of 
verj-  quiet  manner,  is  decided  in  his  views  and 
usually  succeeds  in  his  unrlertakings.  One  of  the  most 
attractive  fpat\nes  of  his  comfortable  home  is  his  fine 
library,  while  Mr.  Marlatt  keeps  himself  well  posted 


upon  current  events  by  perusing  the  papers  and 
m.agazines  which  weekly  and  monthly  visit  him.  He 
occupies  a  good  stone  residence  and  has  a  very  fine 
barn  with  other  outbuildings.  He  is  a  man  popular 
among  his  fellow  citizens  and  his  portrait  adorns 
the  walls  of  the  .State  Historical  Society  at  To- 
peka. 

The  subject  of  this  sketcli  vvas  born  .kine  28, 
1829,  in  Wayne  County,  Ind.,  and  was  the  son  of 
Thomas  and  Elizabeth  (Bellar)  Marlatt,  who  were 
natives  of  Berkeley  County,  Va.  The  paternal 
great-grandfather  removed  from  New  Jersey  to 
the  Old  Dominion  at  an  early  date  and  became  the 
owner  of  a  plantation  of  400  acres,  upon  which 
his  son,  Abram,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born.  Abram  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  Re- 
volutionary war.  The  family  traces  its  ancestry 
to  Holland  and  the  French  Huguenots.  The  pa- 
rents of  Mrs.  Marlatt  were  born  in  \'irginia  and 
died  when  she  was  quite  young. 

Thomas  Marlatt  left  the  Old  Dominion  in  1 823. 
starting  for  Wayne  Count}',  Ind.  He  spent  the 
winter  in  the  Miami  A'alley,  Ohio,  and  later  pur- 
chased 160  acres  of  government  land  in  Indiana 
from  which  he  improved  a  farm  and  where  he 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  days,  passing  awaj^  in 
December,  1877,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eightj'-six 
years.  He  was  a  member  of  the  United  Brethren 
Church,  was  first  a  Whig  and  then  a  Republican, 
voting  for  John  Quincy  Adams  for   President   in- 

I  stead  of  Andrew  Jackson.  In  the  early  days  he 
was  a  Federalist  and  a  great  admirer  of  Washing- 
ton rather  than  Jefferson.     By  occu|)ation  he  was  a 

I    farmer  and  successful  financially. 

•  To  the  j>arents  of  our  subject  there  was  born  a 
family  of  twelve  children,  the  eldest  of  whom,  a 

i    daughter,  Rebecca,    is   the    wife   of    Washington 

;  Wolf  and  the  mother  of  eight  children;  they 
live  in  Mercer  County,  HI.  Elizabeth  married 
Jeremiah  P'alis  and  died  in  Mercer  County,  111.,  in 
1851,  leaving  four  sons  and  one  daughter.  Eveline 
is  the  wife  of  Solomon  Wolf  and  the  mother  of 
eleven  daughters  and  one  son.  James  W.,  is  a  resi- 
dent of  Wayne  County.  Ind.;  he  has  been  twice 
married,  his  first  wife,  Ann  Saur,  dying  and  leav- 
ing no  living   cliildren;    he    was    llicn   mnrricd    to 

,    Athclia    Crawford    and   lliev    iiave   four    rliililrcn. 
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Thomas,  a  resident  of  Keithsburg,  III.,  is  a  farmer 
and  a  local  preacher  of  the  United  Brethren 
Cliurch;  he  has  been  blind  for  nearly  twenty  years; 
he  married  Catherine  Dryden  and  they  fiave  three 
girls.  Mary  married  Elisha  Cecil,  a  farmer,  and 
died  in  Muncie,  Ind.,  when  about  fifty -seven  years 
old.  Harrison  married  Ann  Swisher  and  is  the 
father  of  two  sons  and  three  daughters;  they  live  on 
the  old  homestead  in  Wayne  County,  Ind.  Abrara, 
a  minister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and 
Presiding  Elder  of  the  Jeffersonville  District,Soutli- 
east  Indiana  Conference,  has  labored  in  the  Master's 
vineyard  for  a  period  of  twenty-si.K  years  and 
makes  his  home  in  Columbus,  Ind.;  he  married 
Anna  Collins,  and  they  have  six  children.  Albert 
is  a  farmer  and  stockman  and  occupies  a  part  of 
the  home  place;  he  was  first  married  to  a  Miss 
Jones,  who  died  leaving  one  child;  his  second 
wife,  formerly  a  Miss  Ellis,  is  the  mother  of  one 
son  and  three  daughters.  Lydia  married  John 
Walker,  a  farmer  of  Newcastle,  Ind..  who  served 
in  an  Indiana  regiment  during  the  late  war,  and 
they  have  two  sous  and  three  daughters. 

Washington  Marlatt  was  reared  on  a  farm  and 
acquired  his  early  education  in  the  district  school. 
He  left  home  when  a  youth  of  eighteen  years  and 
entered  the  preparatory  department  of  Asbury 
University.  He  took  a  full  course  and  was  graduated 
in  1853  with  the  degree  of  B.  A.  In  18oC  the  de- 
gree of  M.  A.  was  conferred  upon  him.  He  united 
with  the  Methodist  Church  and  was  licensed  as  a 
local  preacher  in  order  that  he  might  enter  the 
theological  department  of  the  University  and  take 
the  Divinity  course.  At  this  time  none  but  licensed 
ministers  were  admitted  to  this  department  and  he 
remained  there  as  a  student  one  year.  In  the 
meantime  he  had  a  desire  for  fame  and  inclination 
for  the  law,  but  circumstances  com  [jelled  him  to 
abandon  these. 

After  being  graduated  Mr.  Marlatt  began  teach- 
ing at  Greensburg,  Ind.  He  returned  home  in  the 
.spring  of  1854  and  went  upon  a  farm  which  his 
father  had  given  him.  Two  years  later,  in  the 
spring  of  1856,  he  sought  Kansas  Territory,  arriv- 
ing in  Leavenworth  on  the  2d  day  of  May,  and 
thence  made  his  way  directly  to  Manhattan  on  foot 
and  alone.     He  purchased  a  claim  of  160  acres  of  \ 


land  south  of  the  Kansas  River  in  Manhattan 
Township,  about  four  miles  north  of  Manhattan  and 
taking  up  his  abode  upon  it  remained  there  a  year 
and  a  half.  Then  selling  out  he  came  to  his  present 
place  which  he  purchased  from  a  settler  named 
Wilson  in  the  spring  of  1858,  paying  $1,200  for 
160  acres,  situated  two  and  one-half  miles  north- 
west of  Manhattan.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  500 
acres  and  Is  one  of  the  wealthiest  as  well  as  one  of 
the  most  successful  farmers  in  Kile}'  County.  In- 
stead of  adopting  the  profession  of  law  as  he  at 
onetime  contemplated,  he  became  a  minister  of  the 
Gospel  and  has  been  prominently  identified  with 
the  church  and  Sunday-school  work  almost  con- 
tinuously since  coming  to  this  State. 

Shortly  aftin-  coming  to  Manhattan  Mr.  Marlatt 
became  interested  in  the  efforts  being  made  to 
raise  funds  for  the  establishment  of  Bluemont 
College  under  the  auspices  of  the  Kansas  and  Nebras- 
ka Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
When  the  college  was  opened  with  thirty  students  in 
December,  1859,  Mr.  Marlatt  was  Its  first  Principal, 
being  assisted  by  Miss  Julia  A.  Bailey,  of  New 
London,  Conn.,  to  whom  he  was  married  April  3. 
1861,  in  the  college  building.  Besides  giving  due 
attention  to  his  farm  he  traveled  over  the  Territory 
as  a  minister,  preaching  the  Gospel  among  the  set- 
tlers and  conveying  its  good  tidings  to  those  de- 
prived of  the  privileges  of  regular  worship  b3^  the 
isolation  in  the  thinly  settled  regions  of  the  far  West. 

The  circuit  of  Mr.  Marlatt's  travels  extended 
150  miles  West  and  he  was  everywhere  a  welcome 
visitor,  sharing  the  generous  but  simple  hospitality 
of  the  hardy  pioneers  who,  like  himself  had  come 
to  Kansas  to  make  it  their  home  and  the  field  of 
their  labor.  He  was  present  as  a  layman  at  the 
first  conference  of  the  church  held  at  Lawrence,  in 
November,  1856,  and  in  the  spring  of  1857  was  at 
Nebraska  City  and  made  a  member  of  the  Confer- 
ence on  probation.  He  became  a  circuit  preacher 
and  was  assigned  to  the  Wabaunsee  circuit  which 
embraced  Wabaunsee  County,  a  part  of  Davis  and 
all  west  of  that.  His  salary  was  ^100  per  year. 
He  traveled  over  his  circuit  on  horseback  and 
spent  $2,400  above  receipts  in  behalf  of  the  cause 
in  which  lie  had  enlisted. 

Assuming  the   Prlncipalsliip   of   Bliicmont    Col- 
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lege,  (of  vvhicli  lie  was  one  of  Ihe  founders)  in 
December,  18.J9.  Mr.  Marlatt  t.iuglit  for  nearly 
two  years  and  then  resumed  his  ministerial  work, 
in  which  he  continued  until  1866,  when  he  re- 
sumed farming.  He  was  one  of  the  seven  men 
who  organized  Manhattan  Lodge,  A.  F.  <fe  A.  M., 
and  sent  to  Missouri  for  its  charter.  He  was  elected 
its  first  Master,  which  office  he  filled  a  number  of 
years.  He  is  now  on  demit.  He  was  an  Odd  Fel- 
low in  Indiana  and  upon  coming  to  Kansas  took  a 
demit  from  his  parent  Lodge.  He  assisted  in  or- 
ganizing the  first  Lodge  of  the  Sons  of  Temper- 
ance in  Manhattan,  also  the  first  Lodge  of  I.  O. 
G.  T.,  and  has  filled  offices  in  both  of  these  organ- 
izations: He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Patrons  of 
Husbandry  and  assisted  in  organizing  the  Manhat- 
tan Grange.  He  was  instrumental  in  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  first  Methodist  Episcopal  Sunday-school 
at  Manhattan  and  has  labored  as  a  teacher  therein 
since  that  time. 

xVlthough  coming  to  Kansas  in  order  to  assist  in 
making  it  a  free  State  Mr.  Marlatt  had  no  intention 
of  staying,  as  he  did  not  suppose  the  section  of 
country  would  amount  to  anything.  He,  however, 
soon  changed  his  opinion.  He  assisted  in  organ- 
izing the  Republican  part}-  in  Kansas  and  went  as 
a  delegate  to  the  first  Free  State  Convention  in 
1^57  and  to  the  nominating  Convention  in  18.)8, 
which  selected  Mark  Parrott  for  Congress.  He  has 
been  a  prominent  member  of  various  conventions 
in  the  party  since  that  time.  He  has  taken  an 
active  interest  in  agricultural  matters  and  been  a 
prominent  and  active  member  of  the  several  farm- 
ers' conventions.  Possessing  considerable  literni-y 
talent,  he  has  written  much  on  agricultural  toi)ics 
for  the  Nationalist,  published  at  Manhattan,  a 
paper  devoted  to  labor  and  agricultural  interests. 
lie  has  also  been  a  correspondent  of  the  Kansa.s 
Farmer.  He  published  in  the  Beacon  and  Nation- 
alist a  series  of  sketches  entitled  "Ten  Years  on 
the  Frontier"  and  proposes  to  gather  tliem  into 
book  form. 

The  five  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marlatt 
are  recorded  as  follows:  Willie  B..  died  Nov.  2;'). 
1876.  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years,  while  a  member 
of  the  two-year  class  in  the  State  Agricultural  Col- 
lege; Charles  L.  was  graduated  from    that    institu- 


tion receiving  the  degree  of  M.  S.  and  is  now  in 
the  agricultural  department  at  Washington,  as  assist- 
ant of  Prof.  C.  V.  Riley,  the  Entomologist  of  the 
department;  Mary  A.  is  at  home;  Frederick  A. 
was  also  graduated  from  the  State  Agricultural 
College  and  is  the  assistant  of  Prof.  Popenoe  in 
the  department  of  horticulture  and  entomology  of 
the  Experiment  Station;  Abbie  L.  was  graduated 
in  the  regular  course  of  the  above  mentioned  in- 
stitution and  is  now  pursuing  a  course  in  chemistry 
and  household  economy. 


ILLIA;M  .T.  ^'OLTZ  is  classed  among  tje 
young  farmers  of  Washington  Township, 
Washington  County,  who  are  actively  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits  and  are  thus  impor- 
tant factors  in  promoting  its  material  i)rosperity. 
He  was  horn  in  Clarksville.  Mercer  Co.,  Pa.,  Nov. 
28.  1857.  His  fathei-,  George  J.  Voltz,  was  a  na- 
tive of  Hesse-Darmstadt,  Germany,  and  was  the 
only  tnember  of  his  father's  family  to  come  to 
America.  He  passed  his  early  years  in  the  land  of 
his  birth,  but  at  the  age  of  twenty-one,  ambitious 
to  better  his  condition  and  see  something  of  the 
world,  he  emigrated  lo  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica, and  till  the  day  of  his  death  remained  a  loyal 
citizen  of  this  country-.  He  settled  in  Pennsylvania, 
and  learning  the  tinsmith's  trade,  he  followed  that 
for  some  years.  He  subsequently  moved  to  Green- 
ville, in  Jlercer  County,  where  he  opened  a  bakery 
and  restaurant,  and  also  a  gentleman's  furnishing 
house,  which  he  carried  on  successfully  in  that 
place  till  1865.  In  that  year  he  moved  with  his 
family  to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  where  he  established 
himself  in  the  bakery  and  restaurant  business.  In 
1878  he  closed  his  business  there,  and  coming  to 
Kansas  with  his  family,  located  in  W.ashington 
County,  and  devoted  himself  to  farming,  purchas- 
ing the  farm  in  Washington  Township  on  which 
our  subject  now  resides.  Forty  acres  of  tli,e  land 
were  broken  and  a  small  frame  house  stood  on  the 
place.  He  at  once  set  about  imiiroving  the  farm, 
and  the  ten  years  that  followed  were  filled  with  toil 
and  care  that  were  in  the  end    well    repaid,  as  his 
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land  was  put  uiuler  excellent  cultivation,  the 
greater  part  of  it.  and  the  necessary  farm  build- 
ings were  erected,  and  the  small  dwelling  gave  way 
to  a  more  commodious  frame  house  with  a  substan- 
tial stone  basement,  and  he  planted  shade  trees  that 
add  to  the  beauty  of  the  place,  and  a  fine  orchard 
of  fruit  trees.  But  under  the  burden  of  the  hard 
labor  that  was  necessary  to  bring  about  such  a 
great  change,  Mr.  Voltz's  health  broke  down,  and 
in  1888  he  and  his  wife  went  to  California  to  settle, 
hoping  that  he  might  be  benefited  by  the  change. 
They  bought  a  house  in  Red  Bluff,  Tehama  Countj', 
but  he  went  there  too  late  to  restore  his  declining 
physical  powers,  and  April  4,  1888,  he  departed 
on  that  journey  whence  no  traveler  ever  returns. 
Mis  death  was  a  serious  blow  to  his  family  as  he 
was  in  all  respects  all  that  a  tender  husband  and  a 
kind  father  can  be  to  wife  and  children,  and  while  a 
resident  of  this  township  he  had  been  found  to  be  a 
good  citizen  and  a  considerate  neighbor.  The  moth- 
er of  our  subject  is  still  living  in  California  with 
two  daughters,  Kate  and  Lyle.  Her  maiden  name 
was  Elizabeth  Haller,  and  she  was  born  in  North- 
ampton County,  Pa.,  a  daughter  of  Jonathan  Haller, 
of  German  descent,  a  farmer  and  a  life-long  resi- 
dent of  that  county.  The  parents  of  our  subject  had 
each  been  twice  married,  and  the  father  had  three 
children  by  his  first  marriage — Kate.  Elizabeth  and 
Mar}'  ;  and  two  by  his  marriage  with  the  mother  of 
our  subject — William  and  Lyle  ;  she  also  had  one 
child,  Nettie,  by  a  former  marriage. 

William  J.  was  the  only  son  of  the  family,  and 
he  was  seven  or  eight  years  old  when  his  parents 
took  up  their  residence  in  Cleveland,  where  he  re-  „^^, 

ceived  in  the  city  schools  the    greater  part  of  his    |    man. 
education 

the  self-reliant  young  lad  became  a  clerk  in  a  news 
depot,  and  held  that  position  when  not  in  school 
till  he  was  sixteen  years  old.  At  that  age  he  com- 
menced to  learn  the  trade  of  graining,  serving  three 
years  and  gaining  a  thorough  knowledge  of  it,  be- 
coming very  facile  in  the  use  of  the  brush.  He  was 
actively  engaged  in  tiiat  calling  till  1878,  when  he 
came  to  Kansas  with  his  parents,  and  has  since  paid 
his  entire  attention  to  farming,  being  associated  with 


\ 


at  his  chosen  vocation,  manages  his  agricultural  in- 
terests shrewdly  so  as  to  make  good  profits  from  the 
harvests  that  he  reaps  from  his  well-tilled  fields,  and 
everything  about  his  place  is  neat  and  orderly. 

Mr.  Voltz  has  a  cozy  home,  and  to  the  wife  who 
presides  over  it  with  charming  hospitality  he  was 
united  in  marriage  Sept.  13,  1884.  To  them  have 
been  born  three  niiildren,  of  whom  William  Harri- 
son is  the  only  one  now  living.  George  J.,  their 
first-born,  died  at  the  age  of  one  year ;  and  Clara, 
their  second  child,  died  at  the  age  of  eight  months. 
Thus  early  taken  from  the  world  with  its  sins  and 
sorrows, 

"They  are  safe  from  all  that  can  harm. 

Safe  from  all  that  is  sad. 
Safe  and  quietly  sleeping. 

Wrapped  in  that  dream  of  sweetness  and  calm 
That  will  know  no  cruel  waking." 

The  maiden  name  of  Mrs.  "Voltz  was  Emma  Bell, 
and  she  was  born  in  Clarion  Count}',  Pa.,  being  a 
daughter  of  James  and  Maggie  Bell,  natives  of 
Westmoreland  County,  Pa. 

Mr.  Voltz  is  a  man  whose  stability  of  character, 
sturdy  self-respect,  and  genuine  honesty  of  pur- 
pose are  well  calculated  to  win  him  the  respect  of 
his  fellow -townsmen,  by  whom  he  is  well  liked. 
He  is  a  man  of  good  habits,  whose  life  is  guided 
by  Christian  principles.  Politically,  he  is  a  sturdy 
Democrat. 


EORGE  K.  FOSTER.     A  pleasantly  located 
farm  on  section  14,  Kimeo  Township,  Wash- 
ington County,  is  the  home  of  this  gentlc- 
The  eighty  acres  of  land  which  comprise  it 
At  the  youthful   age  of  eleven  years       are  in  a  state  of  high  cultivation  and  well  improved. 


is  father ,  with  the  exception  of  one  year,  till  the   | 
itter's  removal  to  California.     He    is    doing    well 


latter 


The  owner,  although  a  young  man,  is  a  practical 
farmer,  having  been  reared  upon  a  farm,  and  having 
spent  his  years  of  manhood  almost  exclusively  upon 
one. 

Mr.  Foster  is  of  German  and  English  extraction. 
His  father,  Hollister  Foster,  was  born  in  Michigan 
about  1837.  A  short  time  before  the  late  war  he  re- 
moved to  Steuben  Count}',  N.  Y.,  where  he  enlisted 
as  a  private  in  the  ranks  of  the  I'nion  army.  He 
served  his  country  faithfully  until  1864,  when  he 
was  honorably  discharged.     He  then  returned  to 
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his  home  and  family  in  Steuben|Couuty.  His  occu- 
pation was  that  of  a  farmer,  and  in  that  business  lie 
was  engaged  until  1879,  on  the  estate  which  he  had 
purchased  before  the  war.  At  the  dale  last  men- 
tioned he  came  to  Washington  County,  of  which 
he  remained  a  resident  until  1883.  He  then  re- 
moved to  Clay  Center,  Kan.,  where  he  is  now 
engaged  in  the  butcher  business.  At  one  time  he 
was  quite  wealthy  and  is  now  in  fair  circumstances, 
owning  property  in  Claj-  Center.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  belongs  to  the 
G.  A.  R. 

Edward  Foster,  the  paternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject  is  of  English  descent,  members  of  his  family 
having  come  to  this  country  at  an  early  day.  He 
was  born  in  Michigan,  and  served  a  number  of 
years  on  the  police  force  in  Lansing.  At  one  time 
he  was  quite  wealthy,  but  in  his  later  years  met 
with  reverses  of  fortune.  He  is  now  living  in  tiie 
Soldiers'  Home  in  Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 

Tlie  mother  of  onr  subject  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Catherine  Bush.  She  was  born  in  New  York 
in  1840.  and  is  a  daughter  of  George  and  Elizabetli 
(Blakley)  Bush.  Her  parents  were  natives  of  the 
same  State  in  which  she  first  saw  the  light.  Her 
father  was  engaged  in  the  service  during  the  war 
of  181 -2.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bush  removed  to  New 
York  State,  where  he  died  in,  1881.  Mrs.  Bush 
survives,  having  now  reached  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty-three  years.  Her  home  is  in  Clay  Center, 
Kan.  HoUister  and  Catiierine  Foster  are  the  par- 
ents of  three  children,  who  bear  the  respective 
names  of  George,  Estella  J.,  and  Etta  L. 

George  E.  Foster,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
born  in  Steuben  County,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  17,  1861.  He 
was  reared  and  educated  principallj'  in  Bureau 
County,  111.  In  the  spring  of  1880,  he  came  to 
Clay  County.  Kan.,  where  he  followed  farming 
until  1884.  He  then  engaged  in  mercantile  busi- 
ness in  Kimeo,  this  county,  continuing  it  until 
1885.  He  then  sold  out  his  business  and  removed 
to  Clay  Center,  where  he  embarked  in  the  butcher 
business.  After  carrying  on  that  occupation  for 
about  a  year,  he  sold  out  and  bought  eighty  acres 
of  land  on  section  36,  Kimeo  Township,  this  county. 
He  resided  on  this  farm  until  1887,  when  he  traded 
his  land  for  town  property  in  Greenleaf,  and  later 


exchanged  the  town  property  for  the  land  which  he 
now  occupies. 

On  March  21.  1881,  the  ceremony  was  performed 
which  transformed  Miss  Ella  Wilson  into  Mrs. 
George  E.  Foster.  Miss  Wilson  was  born  in  Fre- 
mont, Ohio,  andlis  a  lady  of  fine  character  and 
refined  manners.  She  is  the  daughter  of  James 
and  Anna  (Bowles)  Wilson,  of  whom  a  more  ex- 
tended notice  is  given  on  another  page  in  this 
Album.  The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F'oster  has 
been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  four  bright  children : 
Mabel  L.,  Beryl,  Edna  G..  and  an  infant. 

Mr.  Foster  is  a  young  man  of  intelligence,  moral 
character  and  cordial  manners.  He  is  respected  by 
his  fellow  citizens,  and  is  likely  in  time  to  become 
one  of  the  most  prominentragriculturists  of  that 
vicinity. 


'.^^HOMAS  ELWOOD.  This  gentleman  set- 
ff^^  tied  in  Lowe  Township  in  the  summer  of 
^^^  1880.  where  he  is  comfortably  located  with 
pleasant  surroundings  and  has  ten  acres  of  thor- 
oughly-cultivated land  on  section  1.  in  .addition  to 
eighty  .icres  in  Jefferson  County.  Neb.  He  is  a 
gentleman  in  the  prime  of  life,  h.aving  been  born 
Nov,  15.  1840,  and  his  native  place  was  in  Logan 
County,  Ohio.  He  is  the  son  of  Thomas  apd 
Susan  (Kerns)  Elwood,  who  were  likewise  natives 
of  the  Buckej  e  State.  His  paternal  grandfather 
was  born  in  Ireland  and  came  to  America  when  a 
boy  of  ten  years.  Upon  reaching  man's  estate  he 
married  a  Maryland  lady  and  spent  his  last  years  in 
Illinois.  The  Kerns  family  flourished  in  Virginia. 
To  Thomas  and  Susau  Elwood,  there  was  born  a 
family  of  twelve  children,  the  eldest  of  whom,  a 
son,  William,  mfirried  Miss  Nancy  Jane  Perigo 
and  died  in  Shelby  Countj-,  Mo.,  leaving  five  chil- 
dren. Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of  Lee  Sparks,  a 
farmer  of  Adams  County,  111.,  and  they  have  five 
children;  Thomas,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
the  third  child;  John  married  Elizabeth  Morris  and 
is  farming  in  Brown  County,  111.;  IMiehael  is  un- 
married and  at  last  accounts  was  living  in  Quincj-. 
111.;  Jesse  is  unmarried  .and  employed  by  the 
street  railway  company  in  Atchison,  Kan.;  Henry, 
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James,  Andrew  and  Louisa  are  residents  of  Shelby 
County-.  Mo.     Two  children  died  in  infancy. 

The  fatlier  of  our  subject  removed  to  Adams 
County,  111.,  when  Tiiomas  was  four  years  old  and 
tiic  latter  remained  a  resident  of  that  State  until 
1869.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War  he  en- 
lisled  in  Company  E,  2d  Missouri  Cavalry,  and 
participated  in  several  skirmishes  in  Missouri,  Kan- 
sas and  Arkansas.  At  the  expiration  of  his  first 
term  of  enlistment  he  veteranized  in  the  13th 
Missouri  Cavalry,  and  remained  in  the  service 
until  after  the  close  of  the  war,  receiving  his  hon- 
orable discharge  in  1866.  He  then  returned  to 
Adams  County,  111.,  and  engaged  in  farming  until 
1869,  when  he  repaired  to  Jasper  County,  Mo., 
settling  on  a  farm  near  Carthage.  In  the  summer 
of  1880  he  removed  to  Nebraska,  and  in  the  same 
year  came  to  Washington,  County,  Kan. 

On  the  28th  of  February,  1867,  Mr.  Elwood 
took  unto  himself  a  wife  and  helpmate.  Miss  Alice 
Lewis,  at  time  a  resident  of  Adams  County,  111. 
Mrs.  Elwood  was  born  in  Hancock  County,  111.,  De- 
cember, 1882,  and  the  daughter  of  Simon  Lewis,who 
is  now  deceased.  Thi.s  union  resulted  in  the  birth 
of  eleven  children,  the  eldest  of  whom,  Lucy  B.,  is 
the  wife  of  Frank  H.  Hillborn,  a  farmer  in  Colo- 
rado, and  they  have  one  child ;  Rosetta,  Mrs.  Frank 
INIcLiiughlin,  lives  in  Highland  Township,  Kan., 
and  is  the  mother  of  one  child.  The  third  child 
died  in  infancy.  John  W.,  Simon,  Henry,  Sarah, 
Harrison,  Maggie,  Stella  and  Teana  are  atjhome 
with  their  parents.  Mr.  Elwood  has  very  little  to 
do  with  public  affairs,  but  at  the  general  elections 
gives  his  support  to  the  Republican  party. 


^^OBIAS  J.  WRIGHT.  This  gentleman  is  one 
m^^.  of  the  leading  farmers  and  stock  men  in 
^^y  Washington  County,  and  the  most  extensive 
farmer  in  Barnes  Township,  where  he  resides.  He 
now  owns  680  acres  of  fine  land,  all  in  a  high  state 
of  cultivation,  and  bearing  excellent  improvements. 
His  elegant  residence  stands  on  section  3 1,  where 
he  first  located  on  coming  to  this  county.  Mr. 
M'right  started  in  life  poor  and  has  made  most  of 
his  Que  property  in  Kansas. 


Mr.  Wright  was  the  third  of  a  family  of  six 
children,  born  to  Alexander  and  Orpha  (Cook) 
Wright  (whose  history  is  given  in  the  sketch  of 
Hiram  Wright).  He  was  reared  in  Delaware 
County,  N.  Y.,  to  the  age  of  nine  years,  when  his 
parents  removed  to  Williams  County,  Ohio.  There 
he  was  educated  and  lived,  engaged  in  tilling  tlie 
soil  until  1870.  at  which  time  he  removed  to 
Kansas. 

In  18r)i>  our  subject  celebrated  his  marriage,  the 
bride  being  Miss  Olive  L.  Stearns,  of  DeKalb 
County',  Ind.  She  was  born  there  June  7,  1839. 
and  is  a  daughter  of  Amos  and  Elizabeth  (McCoal) 
Stearns.  •  She  is  a  lady  of  that  noble  and  generous 
nature,  well  fitted  to  make  a  happy  home,  and  rear 
her  family  to  useful  manhood  and  womanhood. 
The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wright  has  been  blessed 
by  the  birth  of  nine  bright  children:  Alta,  Alexan- 
der A.,  Hiram,  Cora  Margaret.  Carrie  L.,  John  J., 
Nina  M.,  True  M.,  and  Bertha. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wright  have  been  members  of  the 
Christian  Church  for  many  years.  Their  upright 
and  useful  lives,  and  courteous,  kindly  manners 
give  them  a  high  standing  among  the  citizens  of 
the  locality  where  they  are  so  well  known  and 
esteemed. 


J 'JOSEPH  HOXI.  M.  I).  This  gentleman  now 
I  bears  the  distinction  of  being  the  oldest 
I  physician  in  Washington  County,  with  the 
'  exception  of  Dr.  Williamson,  who  settled 
here  a  short  time  previous  to  the  location  of  Dr. 
Iloxi,  in  1869,  when  he  located  at  Hanover  and 
|)ut  up  the  third  house  in  the  place.  He  was  born 
in  Ashtabula  County,.  Ohio,  April  4,  1839,  and  is 
the  son  of  Hiram  and  Eunice  (Bisell)  Hoxi,  who 
were  natives  resi)ectively  of  Scotland  and  Connecti- 
cut. 

Hiram  .Hoxi  emigrated  to  the  United  States 
when  a  young  man  of  twenty-three  years  and  es- 
tablished himself  as  a  practicing  physician  in  Ash- 
tabula County,  Ohio.  In  1855,  being  seized  witii 
the  California  gold  fever,  he  went  to  the  Pacific 
slope  and  in  1857  met  his  deatli  at  the  hands  of  an 
assassin  who  murdered  and  then  robbed  him  of  all 
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ills  money.  The  mother  speiit'her  last  j-ears  in 
Ohio.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  tlie  only 
child  of  his  i)arents  and  after  completing  his  prim- 
ary studies  in  the  Cleveland  schools,  he  at  the  early 
age  of  thirteen  years  commenced  the  study  of 
medicine  under  the  instruction  of  his  father  who 
was  a  botanic  physician.  Prior  to  this,  when  a  lad 
of  eight,  young  Joseph  frequently  went  with  his 
father  to  the  woods  to  dig  roots  and  herbs,  and 
thus  early  in  life  obtained  a  fair  knowledge  of  these 
and  their  healing  properties. 

When  twenty-two  years  old,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  repaired  to  Oceana  C(^unly,  IMich.,  where  he 
followed  his  chosen  profession  five  years.  Next  he 
removed  to  Sigourney,  Iowa,  sojourning  there  also 
five  years,  then  came  to  Kansas  and  has  since  been 
a  resident  of  Washington  County.  Here  he  has 
built  up  an  extensive  practice.  He  located  per- 
manently in  Hollenberg  in  1883,  although  prior  to 
tiiis  time  he  had  practiced  here  considerably.  The 
Doctor  was  married  in  1861,  to  i\Iiss  iNIaria  Rust 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  five  children — 
Loren,  Milo,  Frank,  Joseph,  Jr..  and  Bertie. 

The  second  wife  of  Dr.  Hoxi  was  formerly  Miss 
Matilda  Quick,  and  to  them  were  born  three 
children — AVilliam,  Crawford  and  Georgie.  His 
third  wife  was  Miss  Hettie  M.  Graham  and  they 
have  one  child,  a  daughter,  Eunice.  Politically, 
Dr.  Hoxi  is  an  adherent  of  the  Republican  party 
and  in  his  religious  beliefs  he  coincides  w-ith  the 
doctrines  of  the  Baptist  Church. 


^^  HARLES  BACHMAN.  No  one  can  trav- 
(ll  n  '^'^^  ^^^  district  occupied  by  Washington 
^^^/  County,  Kan.,  and  innumerable  other  and 
similar  sections,  without  being  impressed  with  the 
fact  that  numbers  of  our  most  respected,  hard- 
working and  thriving  citizens  are  from  the  country 
of  the  Rhine,  and  bring  to  us  all  the  well-being 
and  prosperity  with  which  such  citizens  must  endow 
a  country.  The  above  named  gentleman  is  one  of 
this  class.  His  home  is  in  the  southwestern  part  of 
Mill  Creek  Township,  where  he  owns  a  fine  estate 
of  280  acres. 

Mr,  Bachman   was  horn   in    Wurtemburg,    Ger- 


many. Sept.  28,  1831.  His  father,  John  Bachman, 
died  when  he  was  four  years  old,  and  his  mother, 
who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Susannah  Magdalena, 
subsequently  married  Christoph  Eberle.  The  pater- 
nal famil}-  comprised  four  children — two  sons  and 
two  daughters.  Gottlob  died  near  Pierceville,  111., 
in  1862,  being  thirty-three  years  of  age  and  unmar- 
ried; Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of  Christian  Wuerz, 
a  farmer  in  DuPage  County,  111.;  they  have  four 
children.  Barbara  was  the  wife  of  Jacob  Meiozner, 
of  Nemaha  County,  and  died  in  1875,  leaving 
four  children.  The  second  marriage  of  the  mother 
of  our  subject  resulted  in  the  birth  of  four  children. 
Friederich,  died  in  Germany;  Ferdinand,  died  in 
Chicago,  111.,  when  about  twenty-two  years  of  age; 
Christian  is  a  farmer  living  in  Rooks  County;  he 
is  married  and  has  a  famil}'.  Mary  is  the  wife  of 
Charles  Burch,  a  farmer  of  St.  Clair  County,  Mich. 

The  subject  of  whom  we  write  learned  the  cooper's 
trade  in  his  youth,  but  has  not  followed  it.  In  1854 
he  came  to  the  LTnited  States,  and  after  landing  in 
New  York,  found  employment  on  a  farm  on  Long 
Island.  There  he  worked  for  eighteen  months  and 
thence  went  to  Chicago.  Soon  afterward  he  settled 
near  Lodi,  Kane  Co.,  III.,  where  he  remained  until 
1859.  He  then  came  to  Kansas  and  took  160 
acres  in  Nemaha  County.  During  the  gold  excite- 
ment he  went  to  Pike's  Peak,  where  he  spent  six 
months,  returning  thence  to  Nemaha  County. 

The  spirit  of  German  patriotism  contains  an  ele- 
ment that  enlists  its  sympathies  in  behalf  of  free- 
dom ever3'where.  Our  subject  was  not  behind 
others  of  his  countrymen,  therefore,  in  taking  up 
arms  in  behalf  of  the  government  of  his  adopted 
country.  He  enrolled  himself  in  Company  G,  13tli 
Kansas  Infantry,  and  served  in  every  engagement 
in  which  that  regiment  took  part  during  the  fol- 
lowing three  years.  Among  the  conflicts  in  which 
he  participated  were  those  at  Prairie  (i rove,  Kane 
Hill,  Little  Rock,  VanBuren,  Red  River,  Batcsville, 
Baxter  Springs,  Boston  Mountains,  Cassville, 
Clarksville,  Ft.  Smith,  Maysville,  Springfield, 
Spring  Creek,  Scully  ville,  Webber  Falls,  Ft.  Wa3''ne, 
White  River  and  manj' other  places.  The  regiment 
served  under  Gen.  Thayer,  now  Governor  of  Ne- 
braska.   After  efficient  service   Mr.  Bachmann  was 

honorably  disch.arged,  returning  to  Nemaha  County, 
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After  a  jear's  residence  there  he  came  AVashing- 
ton  county  and  filed  a  homestead  claim  on  160 
acres,  which  forms  a  part  of  his  present  estate.  He 
has  been  engaged  in  the  pursuit  of  agriculture  ever 
since,  and  also  raised  cattle  and  hogs  for  the  mar- 
ket. Since  coming  to  the  county  he  has  added  120 
acres  to  his  landed  estate. 

Mr.  Bachman  was  a  Lutheran  and  is  now  a 
member  of  tlie  Evangelical  Association.  He  is  a 
Republican  in  politics  and  never  fails  to  cast  his 
vote  in  the  support  of  the  party  which  he  believes 
will  best  advance  the  interests  of  the  land  which  he 
has  made  his  own.  He  is  industrious  and  thrifty, 
and  of  honorable  and  upright  character.  He  de- 
votes considerable  time  to  reading  and  is  well  in- 
formed on  general  topics  and  current  events. 


<jji^  GODFREY  FORTIER.  This  gentleman  is 
1^  the  owner  and  occupant  of  a  valuable  farm, 
jh—^  pleasantly  located  in  Coleman  Township, 
Washington  County.  The  residence  overlooks  a 
large  extent  of  country  diversified  by  cultivated 
fields,  groves  and  streams  whose  courses  are  marked 
by  "bush." 

Mr.  Fortier  is  of  French  descent,  and  a  native  of 
Kankakee,  111.',  where  he  was  born  Jan.  19,  1848. 
His  parents,  Isidore  and  Rosalie  (Lambert)  Fortier. 
were  born  in  Canada.  Their  marriage  took  place 
near  Kankakee,  where  they  afterward  lived,  and 
where  they  died.  They  raised  a  famih' of  fourteen 
children,  nine  of  whom  still  survive.  Our  subject 
was  the  eldest  of  the  family.  He  was  reared  in  his 
native  place  and  there  received  the  advantages 
afforded  b}'  the  common  schools.  His  father  was  a 
stone-mason  and  contractor,  and  while  yet  a  boy 
our  subject  got  a  good  inkling  of  his  father's  trade. 
He  lived  in  Illinois  until  his  twenty-second  year, 
when  in  company  with  others  he  came  to  this 
county. 

On  Sept.  14.  1871,  Mr.  Foster  reached  the  land  up- 
on which  he  decided  to  file  a  claim.  This  was  done 
on  the  19th  and  on  that  homestead  he  has  since 
lived.  There  being  plenty  of  good  stone  upon  it 
he  determined  to  erect  a  stone  house.  This  he  did 
with  his  own  hands,  the  walls  being  in  place  a  few 


months  after  his  arrival  here.  The  first  roof  put 
on  it  was  a  dirt  one.  All  the  buildings  on  his 
estate  are  of  stone,  and  have  been  built  by  himself. 
Since  coming  to  this  county  he  has  added  eighty 
acres  to  his  possessions,  under  the  Tree  Culture 
Act.  He  has  also  set  out  many  trees  on  his  home- 
stead, including  an  orchard  of  100  bearing  apple 
trees.      He  has  135  acres  now  under  the  plow. 

In  1873,  Mr.  Fortier  returned  to  Kankakee,  and 
on  Dec.  30,  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Eliza 
Lamnan.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Isaac  Laninan,  of 
Chatsworth,  .111.,  formerly  of  Canada,  where  she 
was  born.  .She  is,  lilje  her  husband,  of  French  de- 
scent, and  has  the  pleasing  manners  which  are 
usually  found  among  those  of  that  race.  Her  union 
with  Mv.  Fortier  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  two 
daughters.  Louisa  Mar)',  is  a  young  lady,  and 
Mary  ISIatilda,  a  child,  and  both  are  at  home. 

Mr.  Fortier  is  a  Republican  in  politics.  He  has 
held  the  ottice  of  Road  Overseer  and  Director  of 
the  school  district.  He  and  his  wife  are  members 
of  the  St.  Bernard  Catholic  Church,  which  is 
located  a  few  miles  distant.  He  is  a  successful 
and  enterprising  farmer,  a  gooil  citizen,  and  a  man 
of  worth. 


W^-^  EXRY  SHULER.  This  gentleman  is  one  of 
'[ijy  the  most  successful  farmers  of  AVashington 
'^^  County,  and  is  also  a  successful  breeder  of 
(^  snine.  His  beautiful  home  is  on  section 
26.  Clifton  Township,  and  consists  of  a  quarter 
section  of  land,  most  of  which  is  highlj-  improved. 
Mr.  Shuler  has  erected  excellent  farm  buildings  and 
a  handsome  residence,  and  has  a  fine  orchard,  con- 
taining a  good  variety  of  fruits,  together  with  a  half 

I   acre  of  vineyard.     He  has  become   by  study   and 

I    practice   an    expert    fruit    culturist.     Beside    the 
homestead,    he  owns  eighty    acres  of  good   land  on 

'   on  section  22,  which  is  also  well  improved. 

Mv.  Shuler  is  of  French  parentage,  and  was  born 
July  16.  1812,  near  Strasburg,  in  Alsace.  That 
province  was  then  under  French  rule,  and  Mr. 
Shuler  has  never  ceased  to  mourn  its  addition  to 
the  German    Empire.     His   father,   George  Shuler, 

I   died  three    months  before    our  subject    was    born. 

I   He  therefore  knows  but  little  of  the  paternal  his- 
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tui'v.  though  familiar  witii  the  fact  tiiat  his  father 
was  twice  married,  and  that  the  family  was  of 
prominence  and  good  financial  standing  in  Alsace. 
George  Shuler  was  the  father  of  three  or  four  chil- 
dren by  his  first  marriage.  Mis  second  wife,  the 
mother  of  our  subject,  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Elizabeth  Bower.  .She  survived  her  liusband 
nearly  eleven  years,  and  at  the  time  of  her  death 
had  three  sons  living.  Her  father  was  a  soldier 
under  Napoleon,  and  a  man  of  great  bravery. 

After  the  death  of  his  mother,  young  Shuler 
lived  with  relatives  until  fourteen  days  old.  lie 
then  accompanied  a  neighboring  family  to  the 
I'nited  States.  They  left  Havre  in  the  spring  of 
1856,  on  a  sailing  vessel,  and  landed  in  New  York 
City  after  a  voyage  of  twentj' -seven  days,  one  of 
the  quickest  trips  ever  made  by  a  sailer.  Mr. 
Shuler  made  his  home  with  kinsmen  in  AVayne 
County,  N.  Y.  and  there  attended  scliool.  He 
afterward  did  the  same  in  Yates  County.  Three  years 
were  spent  in  Massachusetts,  near  Litchfield,  as  a 
day  laborer.  He  then  resided  in  Steuben  County.,  N. 
Y.,  for  eight  years,  being  engaged  the  most  of  that 
time  in  the  culture  of  grapes  and  other  fruits,  In 
which  he  became  very  successful.  Leaving  the 
Empire  State,  he  sojourned  for  a  few  months  in 
Southern  Illinois.  He  then  came  to  Kansas,  and 
on  March  10,  1870,  entered  as  a  homestead  the  land 
which  now  forms  his  home. 

In  Steuben  County,  N.  Y.,  Mr.  Shuler  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Caroline  M.  Brush.  She 
was  born  in  that  county  Nov.  29,  1846,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Jacob  and  Ruth  (Sager)  Brush.  The 
mother  died  in  that  county  when  ripe  in  years,  and 
there  the  father  is  yet  living  with  a  son.  Mrs. 
Shuler  was  reared  in  her  native  county,  and  there 
lived  until  after  her  marriage.  She  is  an  estimable 
lady,  and  has  many  friends.  She  has  borne  her 
husband  ten  children.  One  son,  Edwin  Louis,  died 
when  young. 

Of  the  surviving  children  we  note  the  following: 
George  P.,  a  well  educated  and  smart  young  man, 
is  Assistant  Postmaster  at  Salina,  Kan.;  Fred  H., 
has  also  received  an  excellent  education.  He  is 
engaged  in  teaching  in  this  county.;  Mabel  E.  and 
Emma  I>.  are  teachers,  but  are  now  in  attendance 
at  the    State  Normal    School   at  Emporia,  Kan.; 


Chester  E..  Harry  A..  Mary  I..  Martin  R.  and  Ger- 
trude E.,  are  yet  at  home,  and  receiving  excellent 
educational  advantages. 

Mr,  Shuler  is  a  member  of  the  A.  O.  V.  W.  He 
is  of  Repuldiean  politics.  He  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Mr.  Shuler 
is  one  of  the  finest  specimens  of  true  manhood 
in  Washington  County,  where  his  worth  as  a  man 
and  citizen  is  acknowledged  by  all.  His  homestead 
is  represented  on  another  [)age,  and  is  a  fitting 
illustration  of  the  enterprise  of  the  proprietor. 

II'  ON.  HARLAN  P.  DOW,  a  resident  of  Man- 
|rjlj  hattan,  where  he  is  engaged  in  the  real 
f}^^  estate  business,  is  one  of  the  foremost  citi- 
(^p  zens  of  Riley  County,  and  is  well-known 
throughout  Kansas 'as  a  statesman  of  rare  ability 
and  unswerving  integrity  ;  as  a  progressive,  public- 
spirited  citizen,  ever  alert  to  promote  all  schemes 
for  the  advancement  of  his  adopted  State,  county 
or  city  ;  as  an  enterprising  far-seeing  businessman; 
and  as  one  in  whom  his  friends  find  no  guile,  and 
who  is  popular  with  all  classes  and  parties.  He  is 
also  known  for  the  brilliant  record  he  achieved  in 
the  opening  years  of  his  manhood,  while  the  Civil 
War  was  raging,  as  a  daring  young  officer  who  took 
a  conspicuous  part  in  the  campaigns  for  the  sup- 
pression of  guerrilla  warfare  in  Missouri  and  Ar- 
kansas, and  for  other  militarj'  services. 

Mr.  Dow,  a  native  of  New  York,  was  born  Feb. 
20,  1840,  at  the  celebrated  summer  resort,  Rich- 
field Springs,  in  Otsego  County.  He  came  of 
good  New  England  stock,  Sterling,  Windsor  Co., 
Conn.,  having  been  the  home  of  the  family  for 
many  years,  some  ancestor  of  our  subject  first  set- 
tling there  in  colonial  times,  and  from  there  two 
sons  of  his  great-great-grandfather.  Moses  and  Na- 
than Dow,  went  forth  to  battle  for  separation  from 
the  mother  country.  In  that  New  England  town 
Benjamin  Dow,  the  great-grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  and  reared,  and,  so  far  as  known,  spent 
his  entire  life.  His  son,  Daniel,  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  born  there  April  22.  1771.  And  he  in 
turn  married  and  reared  a  family  in  his  native 
town,  one  of  whom,  his  son  Daniel,   father  of   our 
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subject,  was  buni  Jan.  2,  1807.  The  graiKlfallior  of 
Mr.  Dow  removed  from  his  native  State  to  Dutchess 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  from  thence  to  Otsego  County, 
of  which  he  was  an  early  settler.  His  brother  Ben- 
jamin had  preceded  him  and  bought  a  large  tract 
of  timber  land  in  the  primeval  forest,  where  now 
stands  Richfield  Springs.  The  grandfather  of  our 
subject  cleared  a  part  of  his  land,  and  lived  on  it  a 
number  of  years.  He  finally  went  to  Iowa  in  1858, 
and  died  at  the  home  of  the  father  of  our  subject  at 
College  Springs,  in  Page  County.  The  maiden 
name  of  his  wife  was  Susanna  Douglas.  She  was 
of  the  sixth  generation  from  William  Douglas,  who 
came  to  America  in  1679.  She  was  born  in  Con- 
necticut, and  died  in  Richfield  Springs,  N.  Y.,  in 
1837.  Slie  was  the  mother  of  nine  children,  namely : 
Narcissa,  Olive,  Isabella,  Daniel.  John,  Benjamin, 
Rachel,  James  and  Aaron. 

Daniel,  tlie  father  of  our  subject,  was  five  years 
Did  wlien  his  parents  moved  to  New  Yorlv,  and  after 
attaining  manhood  lie  bouglit  the  homestead  of  his 
fatlicr  tliat  the  latter  had  cleared  from  the  primeval 
forests  of  Otsego  County.  At  the  time  the  son 
bought  the  place,  Richfield  Springs,  where  it  was 
situated,  was  but  a  small  hamlet,  and  was  a  stage 
station  on  the  great  AVestern  turnpike.  The  house 
in  wliich  our  subject  was  born  was  less  than  half  a 
mile  from  the  present  site  of  the  town,  and  the 
spring  that  has  since  become  so  famous  was  but 
sixty  rods  away.  In  1857  Mr.  Dow  sold  his  pro- 
perty in  Richfield  Springs,  and  traveled  Westward 
witli  team  to  Dunlcirk,  and  then  by  lake  .and  raij 
till  he  arrived  at  Slieboygan,  Wis.,  where  he  visited 
friends  in  Sank  and  Richland  counties,  and  in  the 
fall  proceeded  with  his  family  to  Iowa  with  a  team. 
He  bought  a  farm  in  Page  County  on  the  State 
line,  two  and  a  half  miles  south  of  College  Springs, 
and  he  also  entered  Government  land  near  Blan- 
chard.  At  that  time  Iowa  City  was  the  western 
terminus  of  the  railway,  and  deer,  wolves,  and  other 
wild  animals  were  plentiful  in  the  sparsely  settled 
region  where  he  located.  Mr.  Dow's  life  was  not 
of  long  duration  after  his  settlement  in  Iowa,  as  it 
was  terminated  by  death  the  foUowingyear  (1858) 
while  yet  scarce  past  its  prime,  and  his  community 
was  thus  deprived  of  a  valued  citizen,  and  his  fam- 
ily of  a  devoted  husband  jmd  father,  and  his  neigh- 


bors of  a  kind  friend.  The  mother  of  our  subject 
continued  to  reside  on  the  farm  in  Iowa  after  the 
father's  death  till  1863,  and  then  she  returned  to 
New  York,  and  resided  in  Springville,  Erie  County 
some  years.  She  is  now  a  welcome  inmate  of  the 
home  of  our  subject,  where  everything  is  provided 
for  her  comfort  and  happiness  that  filial  love  can 
devise.  Her  maiden  name  was  Sarah  Weber,  and 
she  was  born  in  Herkimer  County,  N.  Y.,  June  27, 
1808.  Five  of  the  children  born  of  her  marriage 
were  reared  to  maturity,  as  follows:  Narcissa,  Henry 
E..  Harlan,  Marion  W.  and  Daniel  Weber. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  only  child  now 
surviving.  As  soon  as  he  was  large  enough  be  be- 
gan to  assist  his  father  on  the  farm,  aiding  him  in 
clearing  the  land  and  in  tilling  the  soil,  and  in  the 
winter  season  attending  school.  His  education  was 
advanced  by  two  winters  of  study  at  Ilartwick 
Seminary,  Otsego  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  after  his  removal 
to  Iowa  he  became  a  student  at  Amity  College.  At 
eighteen  he  began  to  make  use  of  his  education  bj' 
teaching  in  a  district  school  in  Nodaway  County, 
Mo.  After  his  father's  death  he  returned  home  to 
take  charge  of  the  farm,  and  was  engaged  in  agricul- 
tural pursuits  till  the  breaking  out  of  the  war.  At 
that  time  Amity,  which  was  located  on  the  border 
of  Missouri,  being  principally  settled  b}'  abolition- 
ists, was  a  threatened  object  of  attack  by  the  seces- 
sionists and  Southern  sympathizers,  who  had  a  great 
antipathy  for  its  citizens,  and  consequently  when 
the  Rebellion  broke  out  a  regiment  of  Iowa  militia 
was  raised  for  home  defense,  and  placed  under 
charge  of  J.  R.  Morledge,  and  as  a  member  of  that 
regiment  our  subject  won  his  first  military  laurels. 
After  serving  in  that  some  months  he  joined  Kim- 
ball's regiment  of  mounted  infantry  for  a  period  of 
six  months,  and  was  mustered  in  as  Second  Lieuten- 
ant, serving  as  such  to  the  expiration  of  his  term  of 
enlistment.  In  April,  1862,  here-enlisted  in  Com- 
pany C,  4th  Missouri  Cavalry,  State  Militia,  for  a 
period  of  three  years,  and  was  mustered  into  the 
United  States  service,  and  remained  with  his  regi- 
ment till  the  close  of  the  war.  His  regiment  was 
employed  the  greater  part  of  lime  in  Missouri  and 
Arkansas,  fighting  (^^uantrell's  guerrillas  and  other 
bushwhackers  that  infested  those  states. 

During  the  latter  part  of  his  array  life  Mr.  Dow 
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oftPii  did  detached  duty,  and  was  one  time  ap- 
pointed Judge  Advocate  of  a  court  martial,  and 
once  served  on  a  milltar}'  commission.  For  a  time, 
till  his  discharge  with  his  regiment,  he  had  charge 
of  the  arsenal  at  Jefferson  City,  Mo.  After  that 
lie  was  authorized  by  Gov.  Fletcher  to  raise  a  com- 
pany for  (State  service,  and  with  his  usual  energy 
and  address  he  succeeded  in  doing  so,  and  was  ap- 
l)ointed  Captain  of  the  company.  Although  never 
mustered  into  the  United  States  service,  his  men 
were  fed  and  equipped  by  the  government.  Capt. 
Dow  served  with  his  company  till  August,  1865, 
and  was  then  honorably  discharged.  And  after  the 
exciting  experiences  of  his  military  life  the  young 
officer,  returning  to  Page  County.  Iowa,  resumed 
farming,  and  was  engaged  at  that  occupation  there 
till  1869.  In  that  year  he  came  to  Kansas  and 
bought  a  farm  in  Wild  Cat  Township,  this  county, 
and  followed  agricultural  pursuits  in  that  place 
till  1878,  when  he  came  to  Manhattan,  opened  a 
real  estate  office,  and  the  following  year  brought  his 
family  here,  and  has  since  been  a  continuous  resi- 
dent in  this  city. 

Mr.  Dow  was  married  in  1860  to  Miss  Nannie 
yi.  Brown,  a  native  of  Knox  Count}',  111.,  and  a 
daughter  of  George  F.  and  Amanda  (Smith)  Brown. 
To  them  have  been  born  five  children,  three  of 
whom  are  living — George  II.,  Minnie  W.  and  Helen 
Pearl,  (xeorge,  a  resident  of  Washington,  is  a 
graduate  of  Hahnemann  College,  Chicago.  Minnie 
is  very  successfully  conducting  business  as  an  ab- 
stractor and  an  insurance  .agent.  She  is  finely  ed- 
ucated, being  a  graduate  of  the  Manhattan  High 
School,  and  also  of  the  Sedalia  Business  College, 
and  she  mastered  the  art  of  stenography  at  Bloom- 
ington.  III.  Helen  Pearl  is  in  her  third  year  at 
Manhattan  Agricultural  College.  Albert  H.,  Air. 
and  Mrs.  Dow's  third  child  and  second  son,  died  in 
1884,  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years.  Their  daugh- 
ter, Edna  Elsie,  died  in  infanc}'. 

A  man  of  large  heart,  warm  and  generous  im- 
pulses and  pleasing  manner,  Mr.  Dow  has  gathered 
to  himself  many  tried  and  true  friends  from  an  ex- 
tensive acquaintance  made  through  the  medium  of 
business  or  social  way,  or  as  a  public  man.  Well 
gifted  with  a  clear  head,  practical  energy  and  a  de- 
cided talent  for  public  affairs,   he   has    played    no 


unimportant  part  in  the  political  life  of  the  Stale 
and  county.  A  politician  of  the  best  type,  incor- 
ruptible, using  his  influence  to  promote  the  highest 
interests  of  the  country  rather  than  person.al  or 
party  ends,  he  is  prominent  in  the  councils  of  the 
Republican  party,  being  chairman  of  the  Republi- 
can central  committee.  He  was  elected  to  the  State 
Legislature  in  1873,  and  to  the  State  Senate  in 
1874,  and  was  re-elected  to  that  honorable  body 
in  1876,  his  whole  course  as  a  representative  of  the 
people  marking  him  as  an  astute,  honest,  [niblic- 
spirited  legislator.  In  1878  Mr.  Dow  was  appointed 
Deputy  Revenue  Collector,  and  he  served  with 
honor  seven  years.  He  is  a  member  of  Alanbattan 
Lodge  No.  17,  I.  O.  O.  F..  and  in  commemora- 
tion of  the  part  he  took  in  the  war  he  is  now  a 
valued  member  of  Lew  Gove  Post  No.  100, 
G.  A.  R.  He  was  formerly  master  of  the  county 
grange.  He  and  his  wife  belong  to  the  Methodist 
P^piscopal  Church,  and  are  actively  identified  with 
all  its  good  works. 


(Tj^  UGH  GARRETT.  This  gentleman  is  the 
llf^i  pioneer  merchant  of  Morrow,  Washington 
'^Jy  County,  where  he  began  business  in  1884. 
^P  The  first  house  in  the  place,  a  small  one 
story  frame  store  building,  was  erected  by  him 
when  the  railroad  was  opened  up  to  the  place.  In 
th.at  building  he  placed  a  stock  of  general  merchan- 
dise, and  engaged  in  the  business  which  he  has 
since  been  quietly  and  successfullj'  pursuing. 

Mr.  Garrett  was  born  in  County  Down,  Ireland, 
December  22,  1851.  AVhen  he  was  sixteen  years 
old,  his  parents.  James  and  Sarah  (Pettigrew)  Gar- 
rett came  to  America  and  settled  in  Fayette  County, 
111.  The}'  purchased  a  farm  near  Rnmsey,  on 
which  they  lived  until  1878,  and  then  came  to 
this  State.  They  settled  three  miles  and  a  half 
north  of  Morrow  in  Mill  Creek  Township,  where 
the  father  died  in  1884.  The  mother  isstill  living. 
(See  sketch  of  Mrs.  Sarah  Garrett  which  occupies 
another  page  in  this  work.) 

At  the  age  of  twenty-two  years,  Mr.  (Jarrett 
hired  out  by  the  month  as  a  farm  hand,  and  was  so 
employed  for  three  }-ears.     He  also  famed  as  a  rent- 
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er  in  Illinois.  In  1881,  he  followeil  hi;*  parents  to 
this  State,  and  spent  two  years  in  farming  in  Mill 
Creek  Township.  He  then  engaged,  as  before 
stated,  in  general  merchandising  in  this  place. 

On  the  last  day  of  the  year  1876,  Mr.  Garrett 
celebrated  his  marriage  to  Miss  Matilda  I.  Austin. 
She  is  a  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Margaret  Ellen 
(Stafford)  Austin,  and  is  a  prudent  housewife  and 
kind  wife  and  mother.  Their  union  has  been 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  six  children.  Their  first 
born,  Margaret  Ellen,  died  in  infancy.  James  G., 
Anna  L„  Horace  B.,  William  J.,  and  an  infant  yet 
unnamed  now  gladden  their  fireside. 

Mr.  Garrett  has  been  a  member  of  the  School 
Board,  and  faithfully  discharged  the  duties  of  his 
office.  He  is  a  believer  in  the  principles  of  the 
Republican  party,  and  never  fails  to  cast  his  vote 
for  that  which  he  believes  will  best  subserve  the 
interests  of  our  country.  He  is  a  quiet  man  who 
says  but  little  and  gives  his  attention  closely  to 
whatever  business  is  before  him,  and  at  the  proper 
lime  is  ready  to  act.  He  is  content  to  live  within 
his  means,  and  appears  less  like  a  city  business  man 
than  an  agriculturist.  He  is  very  popular  with 
the  people  of  Morrow  and  the  vicinity,  and  his  per- 
tinacity and  tlirift  are  being  rewarded  bj-  increas- 
ing worldly  goods,  as  his  sterling  character  is,  by 
the  esteem  of  all  with  whom    he  comes  in  contact. 


■ILLIAM  BALDEltSTON  is  the  proprietor 
and  manager  of  a  large  bakery  and  restaur- 
ant in  Manhattan,  Riley  County,  located  at 
216  Poyntz  avenue,  and  he  is  one  of  our  most  pros- 
perous and  respected  business  men.  He  is  of  Scot- 
tish birth  and  ancestry,  horn  in  Fifeshire,  April  6, 
1837.  His  father,  William  Balderston.  and  his 
grandfather,  John  Balderston,  were  born  in  the  same 
shire.  The  latter  was  a  baker  by  trade,  and  car- 
ried on  that  business  in  Kirkcald3^  where  he  spent 
his  entire  life.  The  father  of  our  subject  succeeded 
his  parents  in  their  business,  and  carried  it  on  for 
many  years.  He  died  in  his  native  land  in  1875. 
The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Janet  E.  Cald- 
well, and  she  was  also  of  Fifeshire  birth,  and  died 
in  her  native  village.   There  were  but  two  children 


born  to  those  worthy  people,  our  subject  and  his 
sister  Eliza,  the  latter  of  whom  is  still  living  in 
Scotland,  he  of  whom  we  write  being  the  only  mem- 
ber of  the  family  to  come  to  America. 

William  Balderston  learned  the  baker's  trade  of 
his  father,  and  when  only  seventeen  years  of  age, 
he  sought  to  better  his  fortunes  in  America.  He 
set  sail  from  Liverpool,  and  landed  in  New  York 
twenty-one  days  later,  a  poor,  friendless  boy  in  a 
strange  land.  He  made  his  way  to  Canada,  and 
found  work  in  a  bakery  in  Toronto,  and  a  year  later 
established  himself  in  business  in  that  line  for  him- 
self in  the  town  of  Bradford.  A  year  after  that  we 
find  him  in  Hamilton,  where  he  carried  on  the  bak- 
ery business  eight  years.  His  next  move  was  lo 
cross  the  bolder  into  the  "States,"  and  for  seven 
years  he  conducted  a  bakery  in  Champaign,  III. 
At  the  end  of  that  time  he  sought  a  location  further 
West,  and  crossing  the  Mississippi,  he  settled  in 
Council  Bluffs,  where  he  carried  on  his  trade  until 
1869.  Another  move  westward  took  him  to  Ne- 
braska City,  where  he  stayed  one  year,  and  in  1870 
came  from  there  to  Manhattan.  Here  he  opened  a 
baker}'  and  restaiirant,  in  a  small  rented  building, 
and  two  years  later  bought  a  building  on  .Second 
street,  and  was  engaged  in  his  business  there  twelve 
years.  Then  he  erected  the  building  where  he  now 
carries  on  business  at  No.  216  Poyntz  avenue. 
This  is  a  substantial  two-story  building,  built  of 
stone,  with  a  frontage  of  twenty-five  feet,  and  a 
depth  of  eighty  feet.  Mr.  Balderston  has  built  up 
a  fine  paying  business  by  his  enterprise  and  good 
management,  and  is  counted  as  one  of  the  solid 
men  of  Manhattan. 

Mr.  Balderston  was  married,  April  4,  1856,  to 
Miss  Janet  Elliot  Bell.  She  was  born  in  West  Gil- 
lemsbury  Township,  Simcoe  County,  Province  of 
Ontario,  Canada,  Dee.  26,  18.39.  Her  father,  An- 
drew Bell,  was  born  in  Kelso,  Scotland,  and  his 
father,  bearing  the  same  name  as  himself,  was  also 
a  native  of  Scotland,  and  passed  his  entire  life  there. 
Mrs.  Balderston's  father,  his  brother  James,  and  his 
sisters  Margaret  and  Agnes, came  to  America,  loca - 
ted  in  Canada,  and  ended  their  days  there.  Mrs. 
Balderston's  father  was  a  pioneer  of  Simcoe  County, 
where  he  located  in  18;}7.  buying  at  tliat  time  a 
tract  of  timber  land,  and    l)uil<ling  a  log  house  on 
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it.  in  which  Mrs.  Balderston  was  born.  He  cleared 
;i  valuable  farm  from  the  wilderness,  and  has  erected 
a  line  brick  house  and  a  stone  barn,  and  still  resides 
lliere,  having  lived  to  see  that  section  of  the  coun- 
try developed  from  a  wilderness  to  a  well-settled, 
wealthy  county,  he  contributing  his  share  of  labor 
to  bring  about  its  present  prosperity.  In  the  early 
settlement  of  the  country,  the  women  of  the  fam- 
ily had  to  cook  over  a  fire  in  the  rude,  oi)en  fire- 
places that  were  used  before  stoves  were  introduced, 
and  they  spun  and  wove  all  the  cloth  used  by  hus- 
bands, fathers,  nnd  children,  who  were  always 
dressed  in  homespun.  Mrs.  Balderston's  parents 
have  six  children  living — Andrew.  David,  Dora 
^L,  Margaret,  Isabella,  and  Janet.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Balderston's  marriage  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth 
of  three  children — Margaret,  Jessie,  and  William, 
Margaret  married  C.  P.  Irving,  and  lives  in  Manhat- 
tan ;  Jessie  married  A.  P.  Williston,  and  they  live 
in  Blue  Rapids. 

Though  Mr.  Balderston  departed  from  his  native 
Scottish  heath  early  in  life,  he  did  not  leave  the 
heritnge  bequeathed  to  him  liy  his  forefathers,  of 
honesty,  straightforwardness,  and  a  manly,  earnest 
character,  and  in  the  home  that  he  has  built  up  on 
American  soil,  these  traits  have  been  prominent 
factors  in  his  success  as  a  man  of  business,  and 
liave  made  him  a  valuable  citizen,  who  is  held  in 
honor  by  all  who  know  or  have  dealings  with  him, 
and  he  and  his  familj'  move  in  the  best  society  in 
tlic  city.  They  are  consistent  members  of  the 
Methodist  Epis<''opal  Church,  and  active  in  all  its 
good  works. 


\I^  RANCIS  L.  HORTON,  of  Brantford  Town- 
j|p^  ship,  like  a  number  of  men  about  him,  is  of 
lk[  New  England  birth   and    ancestry,    having 

first  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  in  Rutland,  Vt., 
Oct.  2,  1856.  He  attended  the  common  school 
in  his  younger  years  and  being  attentive  to  his 
hooks  acquired  a  good  practical  education.  His 
father  died  when  he  was  but  four  years  old  and  in 
December,  1860,  his  mother  with  her  family  emi- 
grated to  Illinois,  settling  in  Henry  County.  There 
Francis  L.  attended  school  for  a  time  and  then  com- 
pleted his  studies    in    the    Commercial    College    at   | 


Davenport,  Iowa.  Later,  in  Henry  County,  111., 
he  occupied  himself  as  a  farm  laborer  for  live 
years. 

In  1878  Mr.  Horton  set  out  for  the  farther  West. 
crossing  the  Father  of  Waters  and  coming  to  Wash- 
ington County,  this  State.  He  purchased  eighty 
acres  of  land  in  Brantford  Township,  from  which 
he  constructed  a  homestead  and  where  he  still  lives. 
About  thirteen  acres  of  the  original  soil  had  been 
broken  when  he  took  possession  and  although  the 
outlook  was  not  very  cheerful,  he  commenced  the 
improvement  of  his  property  and  the  years  which 
followed  were  marked  by  patient  toil  and  industry 
which  resulted  in  the  building  up  of  a  good  farm  with 
all  the  accessories  of  modern,  rural  life.  He  has  a 
good  house,  l)arn  and  all  the  other  necessary  struct- 
ures and  through  his  careful  cultivation  the  soil 
has  become  very  fertile.  Mr.  Horton  planted 
fruit  and  forest  trees,  having  also  an  apple  and 
peach  orchard  and  trees  of  the  smaller  fruits. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  married  Nov. 
2,  1881,  to  Miss  Rachel  R.,  daughter  of  George 
Sharp,  a  native  of  Ireland  who  emig  ated  to  Can- 
ada when  a  single  man  and  was  there  married.  He 
came  to  Kansas  in  1871  and  died  in  Washington 
County  six  years  later.  His  wife  is  still  living, 
making  her  home  in  Vining  Township.  In  F^xeter, 
Ontario,  Mr.  Sharp  was  Sheriff  of  his  county  and 
distinguished  himself  as  an  Orangeman. 

During  the  winter  of  1884-85  Mr.  Horton  ac- 
cepted a  position  with  a  Chicago  mercantile  firm 
and  for  nearly  two  years  was  eng.aged  as  a  travel- 
ing salesman.  He  finally  concluded  that  farming 
was  better  adapted  to  his  tastes  and  inclination,  and 
after  this  experience  returned  to  sgricultural  pur- 
suits in  which  he  has  since  been  occupied.  He  and 
his  estimable  wife  lean  to  the  doctrines  of  the  Uni- 
tarian Church,  but  are  not  connected  with  any  relig- 
ious organization.  Politically,  Mr.  Horton  sup- 
ports the  principles  of  the  Republican  party  and  is 
also  a  Prohibitionist. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  Dwight  A.  Hor- 
ton, likewise  a  native  of  the  Green  Mountain  State 
and  a  blacksmith  by  trade  which  he  followed  all 
his  life.  He  was  a  sober,  industrious  man  and  a 
consistent  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.     He  married  Miss  Luc}'  J.,  a  daughter  of 
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Gardner  Hunt  of  N'ermont,  and  quite  late  in  life  re- 
moved to  Henry  County,  HI.,  where  be  died  in  1 886. 
The  parental  household  included  three  children  only,    j 
Francis  L.,  Henry  D.,  and  Eliza  A.     The  two   last 
mentioned  are  residents  of  this  State.     Mr.  Horton 
has  had  his  share  of  pioneer  life  and  its  labors  and    j 
is  amply  deserving  of  mention  in   a  work  designed    ! 
to   perpetuate   the    lives    of    the    early    settlers  of 
Northern   Kansas. 


4-^^- 


bIRAM  WRIGHT.  This  gentleman  is  one  of 
il  the  leading  citizens  of  Barnes  Township, 
•^  Washington  County,  where  he  carries  on 
((^  the  business  of  farming  and  deals  largely  in 
stock.  He  owns  240  acres  of  valuable  land,  on 
section  27,  and  the  estate  is  well  improved  and 
bears  all  necessary  and  adequate  buildings.  Mr. 
Wright  has  been  a  resident  there  since  1870,  at 
which  time  he  came  to  this  State,  and  purchased  a 
small  tract  of  land.  He  had  very  little  means,  and 
to  the  resources  of  this  State,  combined  with  his 
own  enterprise  and  thrift,  is  due  his  present  fine 
financial  standing. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was 
Alexander  Wright,  a  native  of  Ireland,  who  emi- 
grated to  America  before  the  Revolutionary  War. 
His  son  Alexander,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Washington  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1800.  He 
removed  to  Delaware  County  in  early  life,  and 
there  resided  until  1843.  At  that  period  he 
changed  his  residence  to  Williams  County,  Ohio, 
where  he  died  in  1866.  He  was  a  farmer  in  mod- 
erate circumstances.  He  was  a  Whig  in  politics 
and  afterward  a  Republican,  and  held  some  minor 
offices.  The  mother  of  our  subject  bore  the  maid- 
on  name  of  Orpha  Cook.  She  was  a  daughter  of 
Nathaniel  Cook,  a  native  of  the  Empire  State.  Her 
own  birth  took  place  in  Delaware  County,  in  1809, 
and  she  departed  this  life  in  Steuben  County,  Ind., 
in  1880.  She  had  borne  her  husband  six  children, 
named  respectively,  Antoinette,  Margaret,  Tolnas 
J..  Hiram.  Olive  and  Susan. 

He  of  whom  wc  write  was  horn  in  Delaware 
County,    N.     Y.,    Dec.     18,     1836.      lie  w.as  but   .a 


small  lad  when  his  parents  removed  to  Ohio,  and 
there  he  passed  his  youth  and  manhood.  He  re- 
ceived a  common  school  education,  and  in  the  in- 
tervals of  school  life  was  employed  in  such  labor 
upon  the  farm  as  his  strength  would  permit.  On 
arriving  at  the. years  of  maturity  he  engaged  in 
the  occupation  to  which  he  had  been  reared,  which 
he  carried  on  in  the  Buckeye  State  until  his  re- 
moval to  this  county,  as  before  mentioned. 

Mr.  Wright  found  a  fitting  mate  in  Miss  Anna 
Barber  of  Williams  County,  Ohio,  with  whom  he 
was  united  in  marriage,  Feb.  17.  1864.  The 
bride  was  born  in  Rensselaer  County,  N.  Y.,  in 
1845,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Israel  and  Amanda 
(Maxwell)  Barber.  She  has  borne  her  husband  six 
children,  named  respectively,  Elba  E..  Erastus  V., 
Olive  M.,  Burnett  C,  Tobias  J.,  Jr.,  and  Uriah 

Mrs.  Wright  is  a  lad}-  of  high  literary  talent  and 
has  devoted  almost  all  her  life  to  authorship.  She 
has  a  great  many  works  before  the  public  and  enjoys 
an  enviable  reputation  as  a  writer.  Not  only  is 
she  successful  in  her  chosen  work,  but  her  ability  is 
displayed  also  in  the  management  of  her  domestic 
affairs,  and  in  the  training  of  her  children,  whose 
manners  and  morals  she  carefully  guards. 

Mr.  Wright  is  a  generous  and  public  spirited  cit- 
izen. He  has  served  his  neighbors  in  some  of  the 
minor  offices.  A  good  neighbor,  a  kind  husbaml 
and  father,  and  a  courteous  gentleman,  he  has  the 
esteem  of  all  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact. 


eARL  MOLT.  The  subject  of  this  notice 
occupies  a  leading  position  among  tiie  pros- 
perous and  enterprising  German  citizens  of 
Little  Blue  Township,  and  is  amply  worthy  of 
mention  in  a  work  designed  to  perpetuate  the 
names  and  records  of  those  who  have  assisted  in 
the  development  and  growth  of  Washington 
County.  H.;  is  the  friend  of  education,  is  liberal 
and  public-spirited  and  is  in  all  respects  one  of  the 
substantial  men  of  this  region. 

Mr.  Molt  is  a  native  of  German}'  and  was  born 
May  20.  1837.  He  was  placed  in  school  at  an  early 
age  and  pursued  his  studies  in  accordance  with  the 
laws  and  customs  of  his  native  country   until  a  lad 
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of  fourteen.  He  lemaiued  thereafter  a  resident  of 
his  native  province  until  a  man  of  twenty-eight 
years  and  then  not  satisfied  witli  the  outloolc,  finan- 
cially, resolved  upon  emigrating  to  America.  Ac- 
cordingly, in  1865,  he  embariied  on  the  long  voyage 
hitlier  and  first  landed  upon  American  soil  in  New 
Yorii  City.  Thence  he  set  out  directly  for  the 
West,  coming  to  this  State,  and  settled  in  Marys- 
ville  Township,  Marshall  County.  He  lived  there 
until  1869,  then  coming  to  Washington  County 
pur(Miased  160  acres  of  land  on  section  6,  Little 
Hhu!  Township,  of  which  he  has  since  been  a  resi- 
dent. 

Mr.  Alolt  landed  in  America  with  a  capital  of  $2 
in  his  pocket  and  has  accumulated  his  present  pos- 
sessions by  honest  labor  and  the  exercise  of  the 
strictest  economy.  He  has  always  made  it  a  rule 
to  live  within  his  income  and  to  meet  his  obliga- 
tions when  they  liecome  due.  In  addition  to  gen- 
eral farming,  he  is  considerably  interested  in  live 
stock  and  his  fat  hoi'ses  and  cattle  are  a  pleasing- 
feature  of  the  homestead.  He  was  reared  in  the 
doctrines  of  the  Lutheran  Church  to  Thich  he 
loyally  adheres,  belonging  to  the  church  at  Han- 
ovev.  Upon  becoming  a  voting  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  he  allied  himself  with  the  Republican 
paity  to  whicli  he  has  given  his  cordial  sup|)ort. 

While  a  resident  of  Marshall  County,  this  State. 
Mr.  Molt  took  unto  himself  a  wife  and  helpmate, 
being  married  Dec.  8,  1867,  to  Miss  Lydia  Ann 
Schultz  of  that  county.  Mrs.  Molt  was  born  in 
Seneca  County,  Ohio,  in  185"2  and  is  the  daughter 
of  George  and  Elizabeth  (Rienbold)  Schultz,  who 
were  natives  of  tlie  Buckeye  State.  They  came  to 
Kans.as  in  1860  settling  in  Marshall  County,  where 
Mr.  Schultz  still  lives.  The  latter,  in  1862,  dur- 
ing the  progress  of  the  civil  war,  enlisted  as  a 
private  in  Company  E,  13th  Kansas  Infantry,  and 
<lid  faithful  duty  as  a  soldier  in  Missouri,  Arkansas 
and  the  Indian  Territory.  Tlie  Schultz  family  in- 
cluded five  children,  viz:  Daniel  F.,  Lydia  A., 
.lulia  A..  Sarah  E.  and  Rebecca.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Molt  are  the  parents  of  uine  children,  viz:  Fred- 
erick, George,  Elizabeth,  Ella,  Charles,  Mena, 
Clara,  Christian  and  Ida. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  Detlef  Molt,  like- 
wise a  native  of  German^',  where  he  spent  his  entire 


life,  engaged  in  farming.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Lutheran  Church  and  died  about  1849.  His  wife, 
who  in  her  girlhood  was  Elizabeth  Hide,  was  born 
and  died  in  Germany,  passing  away  at  the  advanced 
age  of  ninety- three  years.  The  parental  family 
included  eight  children,  viz:  Johan,  Louisa,  Mar- 
garet, Detlef,  Hans,  Fredrieka,  Carl  and  Christian. 
Six  of  these  are  living,  four  in  America  and  two  in 
Germany. 
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RS.  SARAH  GARRETT  was  born    with 


six  miles  of  Belfast,  in  County  Down,  Ire- 
land, Aug.  21,  1821.  Her  parents  were 
Robert  and  Mary  E.  (Iluddleston)  Petti- 
grew,  of  Scotch-Irish  ancestry.  The  father  was  a 
farmer.  The  marriage  of  Miss  Sar.ah  Pettigrew 
took  place  Aug.  1 1,  1847,  the  groom  being  James 
Garrett,  son  of  Hugh  and  Margaret  (Clark)  Gar- 
rett. 

In  1867,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  (iarrett  left  Ireland  and 
came  to  America,  landing  in  New  York,  where  the}' 
remained  a  short  time.  Thence  they  removed  to 
Fayette  County,  III.,  where  they  bought  a  farm, 
upon  whicii  they  lived  for  eleven  years.  In  the 
fall  of  1878,  they  came  to  Kansas  and  settled  in 
Washington  County.  Their  estjite  comprised  160 
acres  on  section  11.  Mill  Creek  Township,  where 
Mrs.  Garrett  still  resides.  The  farm  has  been  well 
improved,  and  the  productive  .acres  bear  marks  of 
careful  tillage.  'i"he  residence  is  a  neat  frame 
building,  with  pleasant  surrc^undings.  One  son 
and  one  daughter  reside  in  it  with  their  widowed 
mother. 

Mr.  Garrett  departed  this  life  Dec.  19,1881, 
at  tlie  age  of  sixty-two  years.  He  was  an 
esteemed  and  respected  citizen  of  the  county,  and  a 
man  of  known  integrity  and  inflexible  honesty. 
He  lived  a  Christian  life,  and  left  a  good  name  .as  a 
highl}'  prized  inheritance  to  his  famil)'.  He  w.as  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  In  politics 
he  was  a  Republican,  though  not  an  office  seeker  or 
office  holder. 

The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Garrett  was  blessed 
by  the  birth  of  seven  children.  The  first  born, 
Mary  L.,  married  Fletcher    McWilliams,   a   f.armer 
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of  JMill  Creek  Township;  they  have  ten  children. 
Hugh  is  a  successful  merchant  of  the  little  town  of 
Morrow;  (See  sketch.)  Margaret  married  James 
McWilliams,  a  farmer  of  Mill  Creek  Township; 
Jane  is  the  wife  of  Ross  Hannon,  an  agriculturist; 
they  have  two  children.  Sarah  E.  is  unmarried 
and  at  home;  Arabelle  died  in  1  888;  she  was  un- 
married. She  passed  away  in  the  earlier  3'ears  of 
her  j'oung  womanhood,  being  twenty-five  years  of 
age.  Robert  J.,  the  3'oungest  child,  is  single  •  and 
at  home. 

Mrs.  Garrett  is  a  lady  of  retiring  disposition, 
self  abnegating,  tender  hearted,  and  sympathetic. 
She  reveres  the  memory  of  her  departed  husband 
and  of  her  daughter  Arabelle,  whose  recent  death 
fell  as  a  heavy  affliction  upon  her  mother's  heart 
and  is  still  an  ever  present  sorrow.  Beside  those 
of  her  children  who  reside  with  her,  Mrs.  Garrett 
has  living  within  a  few  miles,  her  two  married 
daughters  and  her  son  Hugh. 

JAMES  R.  KNOX,  of  Manhattan  Township, 
is  operating  successfully  as  a  farmer  on  a 
J  fine  body  of  land  belonging  to  Mr.  Purcell. 
He  is  a  close  calculator,  industrious  and 
painstaking  in  his  work,  a  man  who  arrives  at  his 
opinions  in  a  deliberate  manner  and  one  who  is  not 
easily  moved  from  them  when  once  the}'  are  formed. 
He  has  for  a  wife  and  helpmate,  a  lady  of  more  than 
ordinary  intelligence  and  who  is  the  efficient  assist- 
ant of  her  husband  in  all  his  worthy  undertakings. 
They  are  pleasantly  located  on  section  8,  and  en jo}- 
the  confidence  and  esteem  of  their  neighbors. 

The  native  place  of  Mr.  Knox  was  in  Westmore- 
land County,  Pa.  and  the  date  of  his  birth  Oct.  2, 
1841.  His  parents  are  Saniuei  and  Catherine 
(McDowell)  Knox,  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  while 
the  paternal  grandparents  came  from  Scotland. 

Upon  the  outset  of  the  Civil  War,  Samuel  Knox 
although  past  sixty  years  of  age,  enlisted  as  a  Union 
soldier  in  Company  E,  11th  Pennsylvania  Infantry 
and  was  killed  at  the  time  of  the  taking  of  the 
Weldon  Railroad,  near  tlie  Yellow  House  in  Mrginia, 
in  the  fall  of  l.stU.  He  was  also  at  the  battle  of 
Gettysburg  .Inly  3,  18()3,  and  was  promoted  to  the 


rank  of  Commissary  Sergeant  which  lie  held  at 
the  time  of  his  death.  The  mother  died  about 
thirty  years  ago  when  a  young  woman  of  thirty- 
three  years. 

The  nine  children  born  to  Samuel  and  Catherine 
Knox  are  recorded  as  follows:  Rebecca  became 
the  wife  of  James  Shrum  and  is  the  mother  of  two 
children;  she  died  in  Westmoreland  County,  Pa. 
in  1 8G2.  Jane  was  first  married  to  Joseph  Fry,  who 
joined  the  4th  Pennsylvania  Cavah-y,  was  taken 
prisoner  at  Sulphur  Springs,  ^'a.,  in  September, 
186.3.  and  died  in  Andersonville  Prison  the  follow- 
ing year,  leaving  one  child;  his  widow  was  married 
a  second  time  to  William  Hamlin  who  died  in  1884 
in  Pennsylvania,  leaving  two  children.  Henry 
served  two  years  in  the  Eastern  army  during  the 
late  war  and  was  in  most  of  the  important  engage- 
ments of  his  regiment.  He  married  Julia  A.  Fry 
and  there  were  born  to  them  threfe  girls  and  seven 
boys;  he  lives  in  Westmoreland  County,  Pa.  Jacob 
lives  in  Clyde,  Cloud  County,  this  State  and  is  oc- 
cupied as  a  butcher;  he  served  in  Company  C,  84th 
Pennsylvania  Infantry;  he  married  Lucy  Streeter 
and  there  were  born  to  them  four  children.  Su- 
sannah Mary  died  in  Westmoreland  County,  Pa. 
in  1886;  she  married  Thomas  Murphy  and  left 
three  boys.  Mr.  Murphy  served  in  a  Pennsylvania 
regiment,  a  part  of  the  6th  Arraj'  Corps,  as  a  Cor- 
poral. Cerdelia  A.  lives  in  Edwards  Count}-,  this 
State;  she  married  John  Laher,  a  farmer,  and  they 
have  a  large  family  of  children.  Christina  is  un- 
married and  lives  in  Newton,  this  State;  the  young- 
est child  died  unnamed  in  infancy. 

James  R.  Knox  attended  the  common  school 
during  his  boyhood  and  at  an  early  age  commenced 
working  in  the  coal  mines  of  his  native  county. 
During  the  progress  of  the  Civil  War  he  enlisted 
in  Company  D,  4th  Pennsjdvania  Cavalry,  and 
participated  in  fifty-seven  engagements,  serving 
until  the  close  of  the  war  and  receiving  his  dis- 
charge in  1865.  Then  returning  to  his  native 
county  he  farmed  one  year,  but  in  1867  came  to 
Kansas  and  settling  in  Manhattan,  worked  five  years 
as  a  plasterer  and  stone-mason.  In  1872  he  moved 
to  his  jjrosent  farm  on  section  8,  on  the  Blue  Bot- 
toms, two  miles  and  a  half  northeast  of  Manhat- 
tan.     He  has  had  control  of    abaiil  1,000  acres  for 
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a  period  of  seventeen  years,  and  has  recently  pur- 
chased for  himself  2fi3  acres  of  land  lying  directly 
north  of  his  residence  and  known  as  the  Wisiier 
homestead.  It  requires  no  small  amount  of  in- 
genuity and  foretiiought  to  make  farming  uniformly 
profitable,  and  Mr.  Knox  has  been  especially  fortu- 
nate in  this  respect. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  married  Dec.  17, 
1866.  in  AVestraoreland  County,  Pa.,  to  Miss  Lizzie 
Shrum.  Mrs.  Knox  was  born  June  19,  1853  and 
is  the  daughter  of  Johnston  and  Nancy  (Breneiser) 
Shrum  who  were  likewise  natives  of  the  Kej^stone 
State.  Her  father  died  when  slie  was  a  little  past 
seven  years  old  and  the  mother  four  years  later. 
The  parental  familj'  consisted  of  five  children,  the 
eldest  born  being  Albert,  who  is  unmarried  and  a 
resident  of  Vicksburg,  Miss.  Christy  died  when 
twenty-one  years  old  in  Vicksburg,  Miss.;  Peter 
died  when  twenty  years  old  at  Bernard,  Ark.; 
Sj'lvan  is  a  locomotive  engineer  on  the  Santa  Fe 
Railroad;  he  married  Miss  Mary  Graham  at  Mill- 
wood, Pa. ;  they  have  two  children  and  are  now  resi- 
dents of   La  Junta.  Col. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Knox  tliere  have  been  born 
tliree  children,  viz:  Ii^dward.  Albert  and  Christie 
B.  Mr.  Knox  has  very  little  to  do  with  public 
affairs,  otherwise  than  voting  the  straight  Republi- 
can ticket,  and  does  not  belong  to  any  secret  society. 
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^  J.  A.  MONTGOMERY,  Editor  of  the  Clay 
Center  Democrat,  is  one  of  the  prominent 
and  well  known  journalists  of  Kansas.  A 
native  of  New  York  .State,  he  was  born  in  West- 
field,  Chautauqua  County,  August  12,  1853,  and  is 
the  son  of  James  L.  and  Amelia  H.  (West)  Mont- 
gomery, who  were  natives  respectively  of  New 
York  and  Pennsylvania,  the  father  born  on  the 
same  farm  as  his  son,  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  Mr.  Montgomery, 
also  named  J.ames,  was  born  in  Huntingdon  Count}-, 
Pa.,  and  later  in  life  became  one  of  the  ver}- 
first  pioneers  of  Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  settled  in  1805.  He  was  widely  known  through- 
out that  region  as  "Deacon  "  Montgomery,  owing 
to  his  prominence    in  the    Presbyterian  Church    in 


which  he  took  an  active  part.  He  came  by  this 
trait  naturally,  the  family  being  of  the  old  Scotch 
Covenanter  stock  and  lineal  descendants  from  the 
younger  brother  of  Neil  Montgomerj',  Earl  of  Lain- 
shaw  of  the  Scottish  peerage.  Beyond  him  the 
family  trace  their  ancestry  to  Count  Roger  de 
Montgomery,  a  noble  of  Brittan}'  who  accompan- 
ied Duke  William  the  Conqueror,  to  England  at  the 
time  of  the  Conquest,  he  holding  the  rank  of  Gen- 
eral in  William's  army. 

For  several  generations  anterior  to  that  time  the 
Montgomerys  had  held  high  rank  in  their  native 
land,  being  noted  as  warriors — a  trait  still  possessed 
by  many  of  their  descendants.  In  the  division  of 
the  lands  of  the  conquered  kingdom,  Roger  de 
Montgomery  received  an  estate  in  Scotland.  In 
the  seventeenth  century,  during  the  persecution  of 
the  Covenanters,  to  which  sect  many  of  the  Mont- 
gomerys adhered ,  the  ancestor  of  this  branch  of 
the  family  escaped  to  tlie  North  of  Ireland.  The 
first  of  the  name  of  whom  record  is  made  after 
coining  to  America  was  William  Montgomery,  the 
great-grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  He 
came  about  the  year  1700,  sojourning  briefly  in 
Huntingdon  County,  Pa.,  then  settling  on  the 
border.  He  was  contemporary  and  intimateh- ac- 
quainted with  Gen.  Richard  Montgomery,  the  hero 
of  Quebec,  who,  however,  was  not  of  the  same  fam- 
ily or  was  at  best  but  a  very  distant  relative. 

Deacon  James  Blontgomery  purchased  a  farm  of 
100  acres  on  the  shores  of  Lake  Erie  from  the  Hol- 
land Laud  Company.  He  cut  logs,  burned  them 
and  leached  the  ashes  to  make  potash,  which  he 
hauled  to  Buffalo  and  across  to  Canada  on  the  ice 
in  order  to  obtain  money  to  pay  for  his  land.  He 
became  prominent  in  the  new  settlement  and  was 
one  of  the  principal  figures  in  the  early  history  of 
Chautauqua  County  in  which  he  wielded  a  great  in- 
fluence, and  was  beloved  and  respected  by  all  who 
knew  him.  His  was  the  first  marriage  solemnized 
in  the  new  country — Miss  Victoria  McPherson  be- 
coming his  wife.  She  was  a  native  of  Scotland 
and  had  come  to  this  countrj'  with  her  parents. 
Both  lived  to  the  age  of  seventy-two  years  and 
died  not  far  apart.  Iieing  nearly  of  an  age,  the  wife 
passing  away  in  March  and  the  husband  in  Octo- 
ber. 1863. 
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To  James  and  Yiutoiia  Montgomery  there  were 
born  eleven  children,  of  whom  the  following  named 
survive:  Sarah  is  the  widow  of  Francis  Johnston 
and  lives  with  her  children  in  Henry,  South  Dako- 
ta; William  is  an  Attorney  at  Hayes  City,  this 
State;  Joseph  is  retired  from  business  and  a  resi- 
dent of  Chicago,  111. ;  Hugh  is  connected  with  the 
Home  for  Disabled  Soldiers  near  Leavenworth.  One 
son,  William,  was  drowned  when  about  nineteen 
j'ears  old;  another  son,  Hamilton,  met  death  in  a 
similar  manner,  while  in  active  service  in  the  Un- 
ion Army  and  building  a  pontoon  bridge  across 
the  Duck  River  in  Tennessee.  Alexander,  a  min- 
ister of  the  Piesbyterian  Church,  died  in  1861  at 
Beloit,  Wis. ;  Victoria,  Eleanor,  and  Julia  were  all 
married. 

James  L.  Montgomery',  the  father  of  W.  J.  A., 
was  born  August  19,  182G.  He  attended  the  acad- 
emy at  Westfield,  in  Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y., 
and  at  an  early  age  developed  great  love  for  ath- 
letic sports  in  which  he  became  very  proficient,  and 
while  not  quite  up  to  the  usual  stature  of  the  Mont- 
gomery family  who  were  rarely  under  six  feet  in 
height,  he  became  the  champion  wrestler  of  West- 
ern New  York.  While  engaged  in  a  friendly  bout 
he  broke  his  right  leg  and  it  being  improperly  set 
was  shortened,  wliich  occasioned  him  to  walk  with  a 
slight  limp,  but  otherwise  caused  him  no  special  in- 
convenience, excepting  his  rejection  on  two  occa- 
sions when  he  endeavored  to  enter  the  Union 
Army.  When  a  young,  unmarried  man  he  went  to 
Wisconsin  where  he  engaged  in  lumbering  and  re- 
mained until  1853.  Then  returning  to  the  old 
homestead  he  took  charge  of  it  and  extended  his 
filial  care  to  his  parents  in  their  declining  years. 
Remaining  there  until  1865  he  then  removed  to 
Fulton,  111.,  where  he  re-engaged  in  the  lumber 
business.  Two  years  later  he  was  seized  with  the 
Kansas  fever  and  emigrated  to  Douglas  County 
where  he  engaged  in  farming  until  his  death,  which 
took  place  Febi-uary  3,  1873. 

The  father  of  our  subject  inherited  from  his  sire 
those  principles  of  rigid  integrity  and  uprightness 
which  had  characterized  the  latter.  In  fact  if  there 
was  any  difference  in  their  characters,  it  was  in  fav- 
or of  the  younger  James.  The  unbending  stern- 
ness of  his  father  was  softened  in  him,  he  being  af- 


fable and  pleasant  and  greatl.y  beloved  by  all  who 
knew  him.  He  early  connected  himself  with  the 
church  in  which  he  was  a  lifelong  member  and  for 
the  last  fifteen  years  of  his  life  was  a  Ruling  Elder 
therein.  He  took  a  warm  interest  in  public  matters, 
but  always  avoided  office  for  which  he  had  a  dis- 
taste, his  disposition  being  rather  retiring  than  oth- 
erwise. He  was  an  original  Republican  and  was  act- 
ive in  the  formation  of  that  party  in  his  native  State. 

James  L.  Montgomery  was  married  November 
22,  1852,  in  AVisconsin,  to  Amelia  H.  West,  who 
was  born  October  4,  1833,  and  emigrated  from 
Pennsylvania  to  Wisconsin  with  her  parents  two 
or  three  years  prior  to  her  marriage.  She  is  still 
living  and  a  resident  of  Lawrence,  Kan.  She  also 
was  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  and  a 
devout  Christian  woman.  To  her  and  her  husband 
there  were  born  six  children,  five  of  whom  are  now 
living,  and  the  eldest  of  whom  is  the  subject  of 
this  sketch.  Charles  and  James  are  unmarried; 
Marj'  is  the  wife  of  John  A.  Lee,  and  all  three  are 
residents  of  Los  Angeles,  Cal.;  Alexander  is  a 
farmer  in  Douglas  County,  this  State;  Helen,  the 
second  daughter,  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years 
at  Lawrence  and  her  remains  were  interred  beside 
those  of  her  father. 

William  J.  A.  Montgomery  spent  the  first  twelve 
years  of  his  life  on  the  homestead  in  Westfield, 
Chautauqua  Co.,  N.  Y.,  making  the  most  of  the  ex- 
cellent educational  ad  vantages  placed  at  his  disposal, 
entering  the  AVestfield  Academy  when  a  little  more 
than  eleven  years  old.  Upon  the  removal  of  his 
parents  to  Illinois,  in  1865,  he  followed  up  his  early 
advantages  in  the  excellent  schools  of  Fulton,  fin- 
ishing his  education  at  the  age  of  fourteen,  when 
he  was  graduated  from  the  High  School  in  that 
city.  Shortly  afterward  his  parents  came  to  Kan- 
sas. Like  other  bo3'S,  he  had  a  great  desire  to  see 
the  world  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years  went  to 
the  southwestern  frontier  of  Kansas,  where  he  spent 
a  year,  going  thence  to  Texas,  which  State  he  thor- 
oughly explored,  both  in  its  settled  and  unsettled 
portions,  incidentallj'  taking  a  trip  of  200  miles  into 
Old  Mexico.  This  frontier  experience  was  enliv- 
ened with  several  encounters  with  hostile  Indians 
and  Mr.  Montgomery  still  bears  the  scars  as  me- 
mentoes of  that  time. 
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In  1872  Mr.  Montgomery  took  charge  of  a  herd 
of  cattle  near  Austin,  Texas,  and  drove  them  all 
t\u;  way  to  tiic  western  boundary  of  Wyoming  Terri- 
tory. Next,  rolLirning  to  Laramie  City  in  the  winter 
of  1872-73,  he  engaged  in  railroading  and  in  an  ac- 
cident near  Wyoming  lost  a  part  of  his  left  hand. 
That  satisfied  his  ambition  in  that  direction,  al- 
though he  remained  in  the  employ  of  the  company 
for  a  time  longer,  but  the  death  of  his  father  called 
hiin  home  to  assume  the  settlement  of  the  estate. 
In  the  fall  of  1874  he  began  teaching  at  Black 
Jack  in  Douglas  County  and  was  very  successful, 
while  at  the  same  time  he  had  abundant  opportuni- 
ty for  the  exercise  of  his  literary  tastes  which  he 
followed  for  eleven  years,  constantly  gaining  in 
reputation  and  improving  in  scholarship  and  final- 
ly receiving  the  highest  grade  of  State  certificate. 
In  1885  he  established  the  Democrat  at  Stockton, 
Kan.,  which  he  disposed  of  the  following  year. 
Then  removing  to  Clay  County  he  established  a 
paper  of  which  he  has  since,  with  the  exception  of 
one  j'ear,  been  the  editor.  The  paper  is  an  expo- 
nent of  Democratic  doctrines,  especially  advocat- 
ing the  principles  of  low  tariff  and  National  curren- 
cy. The  editor  is  a  close  critic  and  as  a  conse- 
quence keeps  a  watchful  eye  upon  the  actions  of 
his  political  opponents.  Much  attention  is  given 
to  local  affairs,  no  happening  of  importance  being 
allowed  to  pass  unnoticed.  The  paper  is  fairly 
well  supported,  its  advertising  patronage  being  on 
the  increase  and  its  circulation,  especially  among 
the  farmers,  is  not  confined  to  its  political  friends. 
The  office  is  well  equipped  for  job  printing  of 
which  it  does  a  good  share. 

On  the  12th  of  August,  1877,  while  teaching  in 
Douglas  County,  Mr.  Montgomery  was  married  to 
Miss  Nellie  S.  Lind,  who  was  born  in  Missouri, 
.lanuary  17,  ISo'J.  The  six  children  bom  of  this 
union  are  all  under  the  parental  roof  and  named 
respectively,  Mabel  M.,  Maude  M.,  Mae  M.,  Hugh 
II.,  William  C,  and  Helen  C.  Mr.  Montgomery's 
early  training  naturally  inclined  him  to  the  Repub- 
lican party,  but  his  residence  in  the  South  changed 
his  political  ideas  and  he  has,  since  his  majority, 
acted  with  the  Democratic  party.  In  1884  he  was 
nominated  for  the  office  of  State  Superintendent  of 
Public  Instruction  on  the  Democratic  Stale  Ticket, 


but  of  course  was  not  elected  in  Kansas.  He  takes 
an  active  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  Democratic 
party  in  the  State,  county  and  city.  Like  his  an- 
cestors, he  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church. 

'A  lithographic  portrait  of  this  worthy  descend- 
ant of  an  ancient  family  will  be  found  on  another 
page  of  this  volume. 


JAMES  Y.  MAXWELL.  In  every  commu- 
nity there  must  be  some  to  lead  and  there 
are  numbers  who  can  only  follow.  The 
status  of  society  depends  altogether  upon  its 
leading  men  and  if  they  possess  the  spirit  of  intel- 
ligence and  progress,  the  result  is  proportionately 
beneficial  to  those  who  come  within  the  sphere  of 
their  influence.  The  subject  of  this  notice  has 
been  one  of  the  most  useful  citizens  in  Kimeo  Town- 
ship, to  which  he  emigrated  in  1870,  and  where  he 
has  since  lived.  He  is  a  lifelong  farmer  and  is  suc- 
cessfully operating  320  acres  of  land  on  sections  1 1 
and  12.  The  first  land  which  he  homesteaded, 
owing  to  a  defective  title,  resulted  in  considerable 
loss  to  him,  but  he  did  not  allow  this  fact  to 
discourage  him,  and  homesteaded  another  place, 
which  he  has  brought  to  a  condition  of  one  of  the 
most  desirable  farms  in  this  part  of  the  county. 
Mr.  Maxwell  was  born  in  Armstrong  County, 
Pa.,  April  19,  1840,  and  is  the  son  of  David  Max- 
well, also  a  native  of  that  countj',  who  occupied 
himself  as  a  farmer  and  attained  to  a  position  of 
prominence  among  his  fellow  citizens.  He  was 
prosperous,  financially,  and  possessed  those  qualites 
of  character  by  which  he  was  enabled  to  make  a 
a  good  record  as  a  man  and  a  citizen.  When 
but  a  boy  he  united  with  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
of  which  he  remained  an  active  member  the  bal- 
ance of  his  life.  He  was  of  Scotch  extraction  and 
inherited  some  of  the  best  traits  of  a  substantial 
ancestry.  He  was  cut  down  in  the  prime  of  life, 
dying  when  his  son,  .lames  Y..  was  but  a  lad. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was 
Adam  Maxwell,  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  the 
Keystone  State.     History  records  that  his  wife  was 
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the  first  white  woman  to  cross  the  Alleghany 
Mountains.  The  family  settled  forty  miles  from 
Ft.  Pitt.  Adam  Maxwell  lived  to  be  ninety 
years  of  age,  and  for  a  large  portion  of  this  time 
was  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  The 
maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject  was 
Margaret  Huston.  She  was  born  in  Huntingdon 
County.  Pa.,  in  1811,  and  died  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
seven  years,  in  1888.  Her  parents  were  Samuel 
and  Elizabeth  (Patterson)  Huston,  who  were  na- 
tives of  County  Kildare,  Ireland.  The}'  emigrated 
to  America  early  in  life  and  settled  in  Huntingdon 
County, Pa.,  where  thej-  sojourned  a  number  of  years 
and  thence  removed  to  Armstrong  County,  spending 
there  the  remainder  of  their  lives  and  djdag  at  an 
advanced  age. 

To  David  and  Margaret  Maxwell  there  was  born 
a  family  of  five  children — Sarah,  Samuel  H.,  Eliza- 
beth E.,  Adam  and  James,  four  of  whom  are  living. 
Adam  died  in  boyhood;  James  Y,,  th,e  youngest 
born,  spent  his  early  life  on  a  farm  in  Armstrong 
County,  Pa.,  and  attained  his  education  in  the  best 
schools  that  region  afforded.  When  a  youth  of 
eighteen  years  he  left  home  and  emigrating  to  Pike 
County,  Ohio,  worked  there  on  a  farm  until  the 
outbreak  of  the  Civil  War.  Then,  in  1861,  he  en- 
listed as  a  private  in  Company  A,  53d  Ohio  Infan- 
trj^  which  was  attached  to  the  Arraj'  of  the  Cum- 
berland, and  under  command  of  Gen.  Sherman, 
participating  in  the  battles  of  Shiloh,  Vicksburg, 
Jackson,  (Miss.)  Mission  Ridge  and  other  impor- 
tant engagements.  Mr.  Maxwell  served  all  through 
the  war,  receiving  his  iionorable  discharge  in  Sep- 
tember, 1865. 

Upon  leaving  the  arm^-  our  subject  returned  to 
Pike  County,  Ohio,  and  purchased  a  small  tract  of 
land  upon  which  he  followed  farming  until  1870. 
Not  being  satisfied  with  the  progress  he  was  mak- 
ing, financially,  he  came  to  Kansas  and  homesteaded 
160  acres  on  section  1,  of  wiiat  is  now  Kimeo 
Township.  He  held  possession  of  this  until  1873, 
being  then  forced  to  abandon  it  as  we  have 
already  stated.  Since  that  year  he  has  resided  on 
his  present  farm.  He  is  considerably  interested  in 
live  stock,  and  has  gathered  around  him  all  the  con- 
veniences of  modern  rural  life,  bending  his  ener- 
gies to    the   establishment  of    a  model  homestead. 


For  eight  years  he  served  as  Township  Trustee 
and  takes  an  active  interest  in  educational  matters, 
having  served  on  the  School  Board  a  number  of 
years,  and  otherwise  promoting  the  good  cause. 
He  is  a  member  in  good  standing  of  jthe  A.  F.  & 
A.  M.  and  is  also  connected  with  the  G.  A.  R. 
Post  at  Greenleaf. 

On  the  3d  day  of  July,  1875,  occurred  the  mar- 
riage of  James  Y.  Maxwell  and  Elizabeth  E. 
Dodds,  the  wedding  taking  place  at  the  minister's 
home  in  Scioto  County,  Ohio.  Mrs.  Maxwell  was 
born  in  Butler  Count}',  Pa.,  April  8,  1843,  and  is 
the  daughter  of  John  and  Emily  (Winter)  Dodds, 
wlio  were  also  natives  of  the  Keystone  State. 
John  Dodds  and  his  wife  were  highly  respected 
citizens  in  the  community  where  they  spent  their 
younger  years  and  which  they  left  in  1851  for 
Scioto  County,  Ohio.  Later,  they  removed  to 
Johnson  County,  Mo.,  where  they  spent  tlie  re- 
mainder of  their  lives.  Both  were  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  which  Mr.  Dodds  served  .is 
Elder  for  many  years. 

Mrs,  Maxwell  is  connected  with  the  Presbyter- 
ian Church.  Her  union  with  our  subject  has  been 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  three  children — Margaret 
E.,  John  A.  and  Laura  M.,all  of  whom  are  living 
and  remain  under  the  parental  roof. 

*t>     'M:     -4:' 

JJOHN  SHUTTE,  one  of  the  substantial 
I  farmers  of  Hanover  Township,  may  prop- 
1  erly  be  called  "a  diamond  in  the  rough" 
'  being  a  man  who  presents  the  unvarnished 
side  of  his  character  to  the  world,  while  within  he 
possesses  a  heart  big  with  generous  impulses  and 
lives  at  peace  among  his  neighliors.  He  has  always 
been  industrious  and  frugal  and  has  succeeded  in 
accumulating  a  comfortable  portion  of  this  world's 
goods.  We  find  him  the  owner  of  275  acres  of 
good  land,  pleasanth'  located  on  section  17  and 
fairly  well  improved.  The  dwelling  is  a  substan- 
tial, modern  structure,  erected  in  1880  at  a  cost  of 
^1,200.  Adjacent  is  an  orchard  of  100  trees  and 
the  buildings  necessary  for  the  various  purposes  of 
farm  life.  The  farm  accommodates  seventy-three 
head  of  cattle,  and  four  good  horses  are  used  in  its 
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operations.     Mr.  Shutte  dm 
a  large  number  of  swine. 

A  self-made  man  in  the  strictest  sense  of  the 
word,  Mr.  Shutte  has  looked  after  himself  since  a 
lad  of  eleven  years.  He  was  born  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Atlantic  in  Prussia,  Oct.  11,  1845,  and 
emigrated  with  his  parents  to  America  when  a  lad 
of  nine  years.  The  latter  were  Christian  and  Mary 
(Pautien)  Shutte  who  were  likewise  natives  of 
Prussia,  the  father  born  in  1822  and  a  farmer  by 
occupation.  The  parents  emigrated  to  America  in 
1854,  settling  in  Blue  Island,  111.,  where  the  mother 
died  in  January  of  the  following  year.  The  father 
was  married  a  second  time  to  Mrs.  Christina  Meyer, 
a  widow  with  one  child. 

Christian  Shutte  came  with  his  family  to  Kansas 
in  1868,  and  settled  on  section  17,  Hanover  Town- 
ship. He  is  now  living  on  his  farm  south  east  of 
Hanover.  Of  his  first  marriage  there  were  born 
six  children  of  whom  John  is  tlie  only  survivor. 
The  latter  received  a  common-school  education  in 
Illinois  and  employed  iiiniself  on  a  farm  until 
seventeen  years  old.  He  then  went  on  to  the  rail- 
road for  four  years.  Later  for  six  years  he  was 
employed  on  a  steamboat  on  the  Mississippi  River, 
the  last  two  years  of  whicii  he  was  second  mate. 
In  1871  he  came  to  Kansas  and  for  one  year  opera- 
ted a  sawmill.  Next  he  entered  the  employ  of  the 
St.  Joseph  it  Grand  Island  Rail  Road  C'ompanj\ 
with  whom  he  remained  one  season  and  then  settled 
on  his  present  farm. 

About  this  time  our  subject  took  unto  himself  a 
wife  and  helpmate,  being  married  March  1.3,  1872, 
to  Miss  Christina,  daughter  of  John  and  Dorothea 
(Winterhof)  Eggers.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  Shutte 
were  natives  of  Hanover,  Germany,  where  they 
lived  until  the  death  of  the  mother  which  occurred 
in  1863.  Mr.  P^ggers  in  1871  emigrated  to  Amer- 
ica with  his  children  and  lived  in  Illinois  until  1 885, 
during  which  year  he  came  to  this  State.  He  de- 
parted this  life  in  May  1889,  at  the  home  of  his 
daughter  Mrs ^Raff,  in  Hanover  Township.  Mrs. 
Shutte  was  the  fourth  of  her  parents'  six  children 
and  was  horn  in  Hanover,  Germany,  Sept  1,  1854. 
She  was  a  child  of  ten  years  when  coming  to 
America,  and  lived  in  Cook  County,  111.,  until  1872. 
Eiglit  children  have   been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 


Shutte  only  four  of  whom  are  living,  viz:  Chris- 
tian, born  March  12,  1879;  Gustav,  March  21, 
1883;  Henry,  Nov.  7,  1885  and  Sophie,  Sept. 
9,  1887.  The  family  all  attend  the  German- 
Lutheran  Church  at  Hanover.  Mr.  Shutte  votes 
with  the  Democratic  party,  in  which  he  is 
quite  prominent  and  has  served  several  times  as  a 
delegate  to  the  county  conventions.  He  held  the 
office  of  Constable  two  years  and  was  Road  Over- 
seer for  the  same  length  of  time.  His  farm 
embraces  275  acres  of  good  land,  the  greater  part 
of  which  is  under  cultivation. 

UGUST  LUEBKE.  One  of  the  most  ele- 
gant homes  in  Hanover  Township,  Wash- 
ington County,  is  that  owned  and  occupied 
by  the  above  named  gentleman.  The  resi- 
dence is  situated  on  section  G,  Hanover  Township, 
and  was  erected  in  1884  at  a  cost  of  over  $2,000. 
The  barn  which  accompanies  it  cost  over  $1,000.  The 
owner  of  this  beautiful  place  was  born  in  Pommern, 
Germany,  April  23,  1845.  He  grew  to  manhood 
in  his  native  country,  and  was  the  recipient  of  the 
educational  advantages  which  Germany  insures  to 
her  sons.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  entered  the 
German  army,  and  served  for  two  years  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  8th  Artillery.  The  regiment  was 
stationed  at  Coblentz.  In  187 1  he  came  to  America, 
landing  at  New  York.  He  went  immediately  to 
Sauk  Count}',  Wis.,  where  he  worked  on  a  farm 
for  six  months.  He  then  came  to  Kansas  and 
settled  in  Hanover  Township,  where  he  now  owns 
."]."i."i  arris  I  if  hind.  This  is  divided  into  two  farms. 
riie  I'lini  iii:il  crop  raised  is  corn  and  160  acres  are 
iiudiT  ihc  [>\u\v.  The  estate  bears  100  fruit  trees, 
and  over  its  pastures  roam  sixty  head  of  cattle, 
twelve  of  horses  and  forty  of  hogs. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  John  Luebke,  a 
native  of  Pommern.  The  mother  was  also  a 
(4erinan.  who  died  when  our  subject  was  a  small 
child.  Tlic  family  was  composed  of  seven  children, 
of  wlioia  our  subject  was  the  fifth.  In  1876  tlie 
father  came  to  America  and  settled  in  Sauk 
County,  Wis.,  wjiere  he  died  fourj'cars  later.  His 
occupation  was  tliat  of  a  farmer. 
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August  Luebke,  of  whom  we  write,  was  mar- 
ried March  28,  1872.  to  Mrs.  Barbara  Gundel- 
finger,  a  sister  of  Jacob  Oswald.  By  her  marriage 
with  Fredericlv  GundelBnger,  she  became  the 
mother  of  six  children:  John,  George,  Rudolph, 
Jacob,  Andrew,  and  Matt  F. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Liiebke  are  members  of  the  Evan- 
gelical Church.  He  is  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 
Order,  and  has  been  through  all  the  Chairs  of  the 
same.  He  takes  an  active  interest  in  politics  and 
votes  the  Republican  ticket.  He  has  served  his 
fellow  citizens  as  Township  Trustee  and  Township 
Treasurer.  He  has  also  been  Road  Overseer,  and 
for  four  years  was  a  member  of  the  School  Board 
of  district  Ko.  88.  A  capable  farmer,  a  good 
citizen,  and  an  upright  man,  Mr.  Luebke  is  justly 
esteemed  by  his  fellow  citizens. 
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HARLES  COMSTOCK.  In  the  career  of 
the  subject  of  this  biography  we  find  that  of 

a  man  wliose  course  in  life  has  been  such  as 

to  commend  him  in  a  marked  manner  to  the  esteem 
and  confidence  of  liis  fellow  citizens.  Upright  in 
his  dealings,  generous  and  public  spirited,  he  has 
been  a  useful  member  of  the  community,  exerting 
a  good  influence  around  him  and  furthering  the  en- 
terprises calculated  to  upbuild  the  moral  and  relig- 
ious elements  of  society.  In  his  praiseworthy 
labors  he  has  been  encouraged  by  one  of  the  best  of 
women — a  lady  possessing  rare  qualifications,  and 
one  who  has  assisted  in  drawing  around  herself  and 
family  the  best  social  elements  of  the  community. 
We  thus  find  a  home  which  without  pretensions  to 
elegance,  is  encircled  by  an  air  of  comfort  and  re- 
finement which  makes  it  a  most  delightful  resort. 

The  agricultural  and  stock  raising  interests  of 
Washington  County  are  worthily  represented  h\ 
Mr.  Comstock,  who  owns  and  occupies  280  acres  of 
fine  land,  comprising  a  part  of  sections  13  and 
14  in  Kimeo  Townshiii.  During  his  eight- 
een 3'-ears'  residence  here  he  has  effected  man}'  im- 
provements and  distinguished  himself  as  a  farmer 
of  modern  ideas,  not  content  with  anything  less 
tlian  to  excel.  He  is  a  native  of  Janesville,  IJock 
Co.,  Wis.,  and  was    born    August   24,    1843.     His 


parents  were  Asa  and  Lydia  (Smiley)  Comstock. 
Asa  Comstock  was  born  in  Vermont  June  5,  1800. 
About  1821  he  went  to  Canada  where  he  was  en- 
gaged in  various  pursuits  for  several  years,  then  re- 
moving to  Schuylkill,  N.  Y.,  he  operated  as  a  rail- 
road contractor. 

About  1840  Asa  Comstock  removed  with  his 
family  to  Janesville,  Wis.,  where  he  lived  five 
years,  then  clianged  his  residence  to  Albany,  Green 
County  that  State.  In  the  vicinity  of  that  town 
he  followed  farming  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred February  22, 1875.  His  latter  years  were  spent 
on  a  farm.  He  made  a  comfortable  living  for  his 
family  but  never  accumulated  much  propert}'. 
He  was  a  man  of  considerable  prominence  in  his 
community  and  held  the  various  minor  offices. 
Possessed  of  more  than  ordinary  intelligence,  he 
was  a  constant  reader  and  in  his  religious  ideas,  as- 
similated with  the  Quaker  Church  from  childhood 
until  the  time  of  liis  death.  He  was  a  man  of  high 
character  and  greatly  respected  by  all  who  knew 
him.  His  father  was  Peter  Comstock,  a  native  of 
Vermont  and  of  English  extraction.  Peter  Com- 
stock served  in  the  War  of  1812. 

Mrs.  Lydia  (Smiiey)  Comstock  was  born  in 
Jamestown,  N.  Y.,  August  2,  1813,  and  accom- 
panied her  family  to  Wisconsin  where  she  now 
resides.  Her  parents  were  Joseph  and  Sarah  Smi- 
ley, natives  of  Rhodes  Island.  Joseph  Smiley  was  a 
well-to-do  farmer  and  both  he  and  his  wife  were 
church  members  and  highly  respected  in  their  com- 
munity. To  Asa  and  Lydia  Comstock  there  were 
born  eight  children,  viz:  Harriet,  Mary,  Charles, 
Alice,  Jane  A.,  Asa  L.,  Clara  and  Albert  B.  Tliey 
are  all  living  with  the  exception  of  Jane,  who  died 
when  a  promising  young  ladj-  of  eighteen  years. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Janesville, 
Kock  Co.,  AVis.,  and  spent  his  boyhood  years  on  the 
farm,  acquiring  such  education  as  the  common 
scliool  of  that  communit}'  afforded.  He  learned 
the  arts  of  plowing,  sowing  and  reaping  and  chose 
these  for  his  life  vocation.  Being  ambitious  to  go 
West  and  grow  up  with  the  conntr}',  he  in  1871 
crossed  the  Mississippi  and  homesteaded  160  acres 
of  land  on  section  12,  Kimeo  Township,  Wash- 
ington County,  this  Stale.  He  effected  good  im- 
provements, but  after  a  number  of  years    sold    out 
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and  purchnsed  280  acres  on  sections  13  and 
14  of  the  same  township,  where  he  now  re- 
sides. He  has  one  of  the  best  improved  farms  in 
Washington  County  and  lias  spared  no  pains  to 
moke  his  home  beautiful  and  attractive.  Person- 
all}^,  he  is  a  man  of  whom  anj^  community  may 
justly  feel  proud,  being  liberal,  sociable,  hospitable 
and  in  every  sense  of  the  word,  a  true  gentleman. 

Mr.  Comstock  for  the  past  few  years  has  been 
giving  considerable  attention  to  the  breeding  and 
development  of  blooded  iiorses  and  cattle.  In  1 889 
his  name  was  before  the  Republican  County  Con- 
vention as  a  candidate  for  Sheriff,  being  defeated 
by  a  few  votes.  While  a  resident  of  Albany,  Wis., 
lie  identified  himself  witii  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  up- 
t)n  coming  to  Kansas  transferred  his  membership  to 
Inity  Lodge  No.  276  of  Barnes,  at  the  time  of  its 
organization,  being  a  charter  member.  He  has 
taken  both  the  Subordinate  and  Encam()nient  de- 
grees and  is  quive  prominent  therein.  He  is  also 
connected  with  the  A.  0.  U.  W.  Lodge  at  Green- 
leaf. 

On  the  loth  of  December,  1869,  Mr.  Comstock  was 
married  to  Miss  Alta  Flint,  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Mary  (Simmons)  Flint,  who  were  natives  of  New 
York  State  and  are  now  deceased.  Of  this  union 
there  have  been  born  no  children,  but  the  household 
circle  includes  an  adopted  son — Walter,  a  remarka- 
ble bright  boy  who  is  now  (1889)  sixteen  years  of 
age.  Mrs.  Comstockls  a  consistent  member  of  tlie 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  a  lady  highly  es- 
teemed in  the  social  circles  of  her  community. 


AVID  T.  FITZPATRICK.  Among  the 
men  who  have  labored  to  good  purpose  in 
advancing  the  material  interests  of  Lin- 
coln Township,  Washington  County,  may 
properly  mentioned  the  subject  of  this 
Ijiographical  outline,  who  has  been  establislied  in 
that  township  since  1<S76.  He  at  that  time  pur- 
chased a  part  of  his  present  farm,  and  is  now  the 
owner  of  400  broad  acres,  comprising  a  portion  of 
sections  2,  3  and  10.  He  is  a  man  who  makes  a 
specialty  of  attending  to  his  legitimate  calling,  and 
is  foremost  among  the  ranks  of  the  prosperous  agri- 


culturists of  this  section,  carrying  on  extensively 
general  farming  and  stock-raising.  He  has  been 
greatly  prospered  in  his  labors,  and  by.  wise  man- 
agement is  now  comparatively  independent,  finan- 
cially. 

Nearly  every  State  in  the  Union  is  represented 
in  this  portion  of  the  Great  West,  and  the  Blue 
Grass  country  has  contributed  its  quota  likewise  to 
the  development  of  the  land  beyond  the  Mississippi. 
The  subject  of  this  notice  was  born  in  Green 
County,  Ky.,  Dec.  2o,  1838,  and  is  the  son  of  Ed- 
ward C.  Fitzpatrick,  a  native  of  Culpeper  County, 
Va.,  and  born  in  1787.  He  spent  his  entire  life  in 
Kentucky,  dying  in  Hart  County,  in  1847,  when 
in  the  prime  of  life.  By  occupation  he  was  a  me- 
chanic and  builder,  and  also  engaged  in  farming. 
He  superintended  the  construction  of  the  bridge 
across  the  Rapahannock  River,  and  other  structures 
in  that  region  bore  the  marks  of  his  skill  and  in- 
dustry. He  served  in  the  War  of  1812,  as  Captain 
of  a  company  under  Gen.  Jackson,  and  was  near 
the  front  in  the  bati  le  of  New  Orleans.  He  was  a 
man  of  property,  a  slave  owner,  and  for  man}' 
years  prior  to  his  death  a  member  in  good  standing 
of  the  Baptist  Church. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  Maj. 
David  Fitzpatrick,  an  officer  of  the  Revolutionary 
War,  under  the  direct  command  of  Gen.  Washing- 
ton. He  was  born  in  Ireland  and  emigrated  to 
America  with  a  brother  at  an  early  date,  settling 
in  Virginia,  where  he  spent  his  last  days.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  was  in  her  girlhood  Nancy  J. 
Towles.  She  was  born  in  Culpeper  County,  Va., 
and  was  the  daughter  of  Robert  Towles,  a  Revolu- 
tionary soldier.  Of  her  marriage  with  Edward 
Fitzpatrick  there  were  born  ten  children,  viz :  Jo- 
seph H.,  Mary  W.,  Juda,  John  W.,  Sally,  Ann  R., 
George  (1st,  deceased),  George  (2d),  James  and 
David  T. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick,  our  subject,  was  the  youngest 
child  of  his  parents,  and  was  reared  in  his  native 
county,  acquiring  a  common-school  education.  His 
life  passed  in  a  comparatively  uneventful  manner 
until  the  outbreak  of  the  Rebellion,  and  the  first 
3-car  of  the  war  he  joined  the  Confederate  Armj- 
at  Camp  Jackson,  Mo.,  .as  a  member  of  Company  A, 
1st  Missouri  Infantry.     He  served  iu  this  until  af- 
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ter  the  battle  at  Oak  Hill,  and  was  then  transferred 
to  the cavalrj'  command.  Soon  afterward,  however, 
he  joined  Company  K,  1st  Missouri  Infantry,  and 
served  until  1864,  when  he  received  his  honorable 
discharge.  He  was  in  the  fight  at  Carthage,  Oak 
Hill,  Lexington,  Mo.,  and  Corinth,  Miss.;  also  at 
Helena,  Ark.  After  tlie  war  he  located  in  Bu- 
chanan County,  Mo.,  and  for  several  years  was  en- 
gaged in  buying  and  selling  stock.  He  also  carried 
on  farming. 

On  the  21st  of  IMay,  1865,  occurred  the  marriage 
of  David  T.  FitzpatrieJj  with  Miss  Nana  King,  of 
DeKalb,  Buchanan  Co.,  Mo.  Mrs.  Fitzpatrick  was 
born  in  that  county,  Aug.  13.  1847,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  Preston  K.  and  Lucydia  (Lorance) 
King,  natives  respectively  of  Kentucky  and  North 
Carolina,  but  both  reared  in  Indiana.  Of  this 
union  there  liave  been  born  six  children,  viz:  Will- 
iam F.,  Lucinda,  Samuel  E.,  Preston  R.,  Henry  H. 
and  Nanna.  Mr.  Fitzpatrick,  politically,  supports 
the  Democratic  party,  and  socially  is  a  member  in 
good  standing  of  the  Masonic  fraternity. 

— ^^ ^ 


EUGENE  FINN.  The  year  1863  found  Mr. 
Finn  upon  Kansas  soil,  and  settling  in  Atch- 
ison he  occupied  himself  at  whatever  he 
could  find  to  do  until  1866.  That  }-ear  he  changed 
his  residence  to  Washington  Coitnt^',  locating  upon 
a  farm  in  Lincoln  Township,  where  he  now  lives. 
He  has  153  acres  of  good  land,  on  section  3,  and 
in  addition  to  general  farming  is  considerably  in- 
terested in  stock-raising.  He  is  a  native  of  County 
Kerry,  Ireland,  and  was  born  Sept.  28,  1832. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  Barthomel  Finn, 
likewise  a  native  of  County  Kerr}',  Ireland,  where 
he  spent  his  entire  life,  dying  at  the  advanced  age 
of  seventy-three  years.  He  was  the  son  of  another 
native-born  citizen  of  Countj'  Kerry,  who  lived  to 
be  seventy-two  years  old,  and  who  was  of  Spanish 
extraction.  The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of 
our  subject  was  Mary  O'Donnell.  She  survived 
her  husband  over  twenty  years,  spending  her  en- 
tire life  in  her  native  Ireland,  and  died  at  tlie 
advanced  age  of  ninety-two.  All  were  members 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 


The  parents  of  our  subject  had  a  family  of  six 
children,  viz:  Mary.  Martin,  Thomas,  Eugene, 
Barthomel  and  James.  Eugene  was  the  third 
child,  and  after  a  brief  season  spent  in  the  com- 
mon school  learned  the  trade  of  a  shoemaker,  at 
which  he  worked  in  his  native  county  until  1853. 
Then,  a  young  man  of  twenty  years,  and  desirous 
of  sometiiing  better  than  he  could  hope  to  obtain 
in  liis  native  land,  lie  set  out  for  America,  and 
after  a  safe  voyage  reached  his  destination.  We 
next  find  him  located  in  Clark  County,  Ohio,  where 
he  sojourned  until  1850.  Next  he  changed  his 
residence  to  Randolph  County,  Ind.,  where  he  con- 
ducted a  boarding  house  until  1862.  He  then  re- 
moved to  Fortville,  Madison  County,  that  State, 
where  he  lived  until  the  following  year,  when  he 
cast  his  lot  with  the  people  west  of  the  Mississippi. 

Mr.  Finn  was  reared  in  the  doctrines  of  the 
Catholic  Church,  to  which  he  still  gives  his  faith- 
ful adherence.  Before  leaving  Ireland  he  was  mar- 
ried. May  14,  1853,  to  Miss  Mary  Maloney,  who 
was  born  in  County  Kerry,  in  1835.  She  became 
the  mother  of  six  children — Mary,  Catherine,  Liz- 
zie, Anthony,  Nellie  and  Maggie — and  departed 
this  life  at  her  home,  Sept.  3, 1874,  at  the  early  age 
of  thirt3r-nine  years.  Her  pai-ents  were  of  Irish 
extraction.  Mr.  Finn  as  a  farmer  has  proved  a 
success,  and  as  a  member  of  his  community  is  con- 
tributing his  quota  toward  its  advancement. 


-ti!j2em^-'--f. 


J^OHN  BERNARD  SCHNIEDERJANS,  of 
I  Independence  Township  is  called  the  "King 
,  r>ee"  of  th.at  section.  He  emigrated  hither 
before  tlie  Indians  had  left  the  country  and 
still  lives  on  the  ground  which  was  formerly  the 
old  meeting  point  of  travelers  overland  to  Cali- 
fornia. He  still  preserves  with  tender  care  the  old 
log  house  of  those  days,  which  stands  in  the  garden 
not  far  from  the  more  modern  residence  which  he 
now  occupies.  He  is  a  man  widely  and  favorably 
known  and  a  favorite  among  old  and  young.  He 
takes  an  active  interest  in  politics,  uniformly  voting 
the  Democratic  ticket.  His  landed  possessions  em- 
brace 480  acres,  well  improved,  and  his  immediate 
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.surroundings  indicate  in  a  forcible  manner  the 
tlirift  and  industry  wliicli  are  the  leading  points  in 
his  cliaraeter. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  eldest  of  ten 
fliildren,  the  offspring  of  George  Otto  and  Mar)- 
Ann  (Bahmsman)  Schniederjans,  who  were  natives 
of  Hanover,  Germany,  and  the  father  a  carpenter 
and  wagon  maker.  John  B.  Schniederjans  was  born 
Oct.  22,  1829,  and  is  a  native  of  the  same  place  as 
his  parents.  The  latter  emigrated  to  America 
forty-six  years  ago  when  John  Bernard  was  a  liid 
of  fourteen  years.  They  settled  in  Effingham 
t'ounty.  111.,  where  they  spent  the  remainder  of 
tlieir  daj's.  the  mother  dying  in  1853  and  the  father 
in  1854. 

Young  Schniederjans  was  thoroughly  educated 
in  his  native  tongue  and  spent  his  early  years  under 
the  parental  roof.  He  served  a  thorough  appren- 
ticeship at  farming  and  when  twenty-three  years  old 
started  out  for  himself.  One  of  the  first  important 
steps  at  this  time  was  his  marriage  with  Mrs.  Mary 
(Uptmoore)  Hatke,  which  occurred  Jan.  5, 1852,  at 
tlie  bride's  home  in  Effingham  County,  111.  This 
lady  is  the  daughter  of  G.  Henry  and  Elizabeth 
(Backman)  Uptmoora,  who  were  natives  of  the 
Grand  Duchy  of  Oldenburg  and  who  emigrated  to 
America  fifty-four  years  Jtgo,  settling  first  in  Cin- 
cinnati. Later  they  removed  to  Effingham  County, 
111,  where  the  father  died  in  1854  and  the  mother 
in  1856.  Mrs.  Schniederjans  was  the  eldest  of 
their  four  children  and  was  born  in  Oldenburg, 
Germany,  Aug.  30,  1829.  She  was  first  married  to 
Antony  Hatke,  by  whom  she  became  the  mother 
of  two  children,  Frank  and  John,  who  are  now 
residents  of  Washington  County,  Kan.  Mr.  Hatke 
dep.arted  this  life  Oct.  16,  1851.  Of  her  union 
with  our  subject  there  have  been  born  eight  chil- 
dren, five  of  whom  are  living.  The  eldest,  a  son, 
Henry,  married  Miss  Lena  Horner,  is  the  father  of 
one  child  and  occupies  a  part  of  the  homestead. 
Kate  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Pulsfort,  and  tliey  live  in 
Odell.  Neb.;  Annie  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Sehultz. 
and  is  likewise  a  resident  of  Nebraska  and  the 
mother  of  one  child;  Joseph  and  Lizzie  remain  at 
home  with  their  parents.  Botli  parents  and  children 
belong  to  the  Roman  Catholic  Cliurch,  in  which 
Mr.  Schniederjans  has  officiated   as  a  Trustee  and 


been  otherwise  prominent  in  its  councils.     In  his 
school  district  he  has  officiated  as  Treasurer. 

The  residence  of  our  subject  was  completed  in 
the  summer  of  1880.  Not  far  from  it  is  a  flourish- 
ing apple  orchard  of  1,000  trees  in  good  bearing 
condition,  and  besides  there  are  200  pear  trees, 
twenty-five  peach,  twenty-five  cherry,  100  plum, 
ten  apricot  trees,  and  a  half  acre  of  grapes,  besides 
currants  and  the  smaller  fruits.  Mr.  Schniederjans 
is  quite  a  successful  apiarist,  having  fourteen  hives 
of  bees,  which  keep  the  famil)'  supplied  with  a  first- 
class  quality  of  honey.  He  is  also  considerably 
interested  in  live  stock,  having  sixty-four  head  of 
cattle,  110  head  of  swine  and  fifteen  horses.  As  a 
man  and  a  citizen,  John  B.  Schneiederjans  stands 
second  to  none  in  his  communitj-,  occupying  a  high 
position  in  both  social  and  business  circles.  His 
thrift  and  industry  have  proved  an  incentive  to 
many  about  him  and  he  has  exercised  a  sensible  in- 
fluence among  the  intelligent  and  leading  men  of 
his  township.  Both  he  and  his  estimable  wife 
number  their  acquaintances  among  its  best  people 
and  their  home  is  the  frequent  resort  of  the  many 
friends  they  have  gathered  around  them  during 
their  sojourn  in  this  county. 

*S^,  ATHEW  McKELVY,  senior  member  of 
the  firm  of  McKelvy  Bros.,  the  leading  dr)^- 
goods  merchants  of  Barnes,  is  widely  and 
favorably  known  throughout  the  south- 
eastern part  of  Washington  County  as  one  of  its 
most  enterprising  and  reliable  citizens.  The  firm 
transacts  the  bulk  of  the  mercantile  business  in  this 
section  and  occupy  the  finest  building  in  the  place, 
a  substantial  stone  structure,  built  in  the  fall  of 
1889,  well  lighted  and  commodious,  an  ornament 
to  the  town  and  which  will  stand  for  ^-ears  to  come 
as  a  monument  to  the  enterprise  of  the  proprietors. 
McKelv_y  Bros.,  carry  a  large  and  well-assorted 
stock  of  general  merchandise  and  enjo)-  the  patron- 
age of  the  best  people  of  this  section. 

A  native  of  County  Antrim,  Ireland,  Mathew 
McKelvy  was  born  May  21,  1846,  and  is  the  son  of 
James  and  Nancy  (Erwin)  McKelv3%  the  former  of 
whom  was  born  in  Scotland  in  1817.     The  father 
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of  our  subject  emigrated  to  America  in  1853  and 
settled  in  AVyandot  County,  Ohio,  where  he  lived 
until  1870.  Then,  determining  to  seek  the  fartlier 
West,  he  emigrated  with  his  family  across  tlie 
Mississippi,  and  coming  to  Washington  County, 
Kan.,  settled  on  a  tract  of  land  on  section  34,  in 
what  is  now  Logan  Township.  He  developed  his 
land,  built  up  a  comfortable  homestead  and  died 
there  Oct.  12,  1880.  He  was  reared  in  the  <loc- 
trines  of  tlie  Presbyterian  Church,  but  later  in  life 
connected  himself  with  the  Metliodist  Episcopal 
Church,  of  which  he  was  an  active  and  highly 
esteemed  member  until  his  death.  In  politics  he 
was  a  sound  Republican,  and  he  held  a  high 
position  in  the  Masonic  fraternity. 

Mrs.  Nancy  (Erwin)  McKelvy,  the  mother  of 
our  subject,  was  born  in  Ireland  in  1823,  and  is 
still  living,  making  her  home  with  her  son  Mathew, 
in  Barnes.  The  parental  family  consisted^of  nine 
children,  viz..  Elizabeth,  Mathew,  James,  Sarah, 
Robert,  Moses,  William  S.,  Margaret  and  John  G. 
Mathew  was  the  second  child,  and  until  the  year 
1869  spent  his  early  life  on  the  farm  in  Wyandot 
County,  Ohio.  He  attended  the  district  school 
and  assisted  his  parents  around  the  homestead  un- 
til after  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War.  Then,  in 
1864,  when  a  j-outh  of  seventeen  years,  he  en- 
listed as  a  private  in  Company  H,  144th  Ohio 
National  Guards,  which  was  attached  to  the  6th 
Army  Corps,  and  was  under  the  command  of  Gen. 
Phil  Sheridan,  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley.  He  par- 
ticipated in  the  battles  of  Frederick  City  and 
Winchester,  and  met  the  enem}'  in  many  minor  en- 
gagements. At  the  expiration  of  liis  three  months' 
terra  of  enlistment  he  received  his  honorable  dis- 
charge. 

Mr.  McKclvy  in  18G9  came  to  this  State  and 
liomesteaded  160  acres  of  land  on  section  29, 
Barnes  Township,  where  he  followed  farming  until 
1884.  Then  selling  out  he  invested  a  part  of  his 
capital  in  general  merchandise,  and  in  partnership 
with  his  brother  William  S.,  established  himself  in 
business  at  Barnes.  In  starting  out  for  iiimself  he 
had  no  capital,  but  he  was  possessed  of  those  busi- 
ness qualities  and  the  habits  of  industry  and  perse- 
vcr.ance  nocessarj'  to  success.  He  has  been  since  a 
young  man  of  twenty-one  years,  an  active  member 


of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  is  also 
connected  with  Post  No.  363  G.  A.  R.,  at  Barnes. 
In  1884  he  was  elected  a  Trustee  of  Barnes  Town- 
ship, but  feeling  tliat  he  could  not  do  justice  to  the 
duties  of  the  office,  resigned  when  engaging  in  bus- 
iness. Politically  he  is  a  strong  supporter  of  the 
Republican  party. 

While  a  resident  of  Washington,  Mr.  McKelvy 
was  married  Oct.  4,  1871,  to  Miss  Kate  Carter,  of 
Livingston  Country,  N.Y.  Mrs.  McKelvy  was 
born  in  that  county.  Nov.  13,  1850,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  Roswell  and  Harriet  (Porter)  Carter 
natives  of  the  Empire  State.  The  household  thus 
established  has  been  brightened  bj'  the  birth  of  five 
children,  viz.,  William  P.,  Myrtie  E..  Esther  A., 
Ira  M.  and  Ernest  F.  The  McKelvy  residence  is  a 
tasteful  and  comfortable  structure,  located  in  tlic 
northern  part  of  the  town,  handsomely  furnished 
and  having  the  air  of  comfort  indicative  of  ample 
means  and  refined .  tastes.  The  town  of  Barnes 
justly  feels  proud  of  the'McKelvy  brothers,  both  as 
business  men  and  as  citizens,  and  they  have  be- 
come identified  with    its  most  important  interests. 

-^-> ■•o»o..^Q^<^..ofo <,— 

JOHNSON  VANKIRK.  The  hospitality  of 
the  Western  farmer  is  becoming  proverbial, 
and  nowhere  will  friend  or  stranger  find 
more  cordial  welcome  than  under  the  roof 
of  the  above-named  gentleman.  His  home  is  pleas- 
antly located  on  section  19,  Logan  Township,  AVash- 
ington  County,  where  he  is  engaged  in  stock-rais- 
ing and  feeding.  His  160  acres  are  well  improved 
and  his  fine  vine3'ard  and  orchard  form  an  attract- 
ive feature  in  the  landscape. 

Mr.  Vankirk  is  the  son  of  Henry  and  Elizabeth 
(Pettit)  Vankirk,  natives  of  New  Jersey.  The  Van- 
kirk's  are  of  Holland  extraction.  The  grandfather, 
William  Vankirk,  served  for  three  months  during 
the  Revolutionarj'  War.  He  subsequently  pre-emp- 
ted land  in  Washington  County,  Pa.,  and  there 
passed  the  remainder  of  his  life.  Henry  Vankirk 
was  eighteen  years  old  when  the  family  settled  in 
Western  Pennsylvania,  where  he  passed  the  rest  of 
his  life  and  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-two  years. 
His  wife  passed  from  earth  at  the  age  of  forty-two. 
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The  parental  family  consisted  of  Sarah  Ann,  the 
wife  of  W.  M.  Evans,  who  died  at  Melvern, 
Iowa  ;  Foster,  who  died  in  Pennsylvania  ;  Caro- 
line, who  married  Wilson  Paterson,  and  died  iu 
Washington  County,  Pa.;  Thomas  W.,  who  also 
died  in  that  State  ;  Deborah,  who  married  J.  B. 
Hagerty,  and  died  iu  Ottawa,  111.,  aged  forty-two  j 
years  ;  Jesse,  who  died  in  Pennsylvania,  aged 
twenty-eight  years  ;  Johnson,  our  subject  ;  and 
PlKjL'be,  who  died  in  childhood. 

Mr.  Vankirk  was  born  in  Washington  County, 
Pa.,  Dec.  2,  1827.  He  was  reared  upon  a  farm  and  j 
resided  in  his  native  State  until  1859.  During  the 
Mexican  War  he  volunteered  as  a  soldier,  but  i 
no  more  trooi)s  l)eing  needed  he  was  not  mustered  ' 
into  the  service.  Miss  Mary  A.  Porter,  a  native 
of  Fayette  Count3',  Pa.,  won  the  regard  of  the 
young  man,  and  on  Dec.  4,  1849,  they  were  united 
in  marriage.  Ten  years  after  that  happy  event  they 
removed  to  Illinois,  settling  near  Ottawa,  LaSalle 
County,  where  Mr.  Vankirk  purchased  eighty  acres 
of  raw  prairie  land.  To  this  he  subsequentl3'  added 
forty  acres,  improving  the  whole  and  making  it  the 
family  home  until  1870.  He  then  removed  to 
Streator,  becoming  owner  of  a  part  of  the  city 
(fifty-six  lots),  and  putting  down  a  coal  shaft  there. 
After  a  residence  of  eightcBn  months  Mr.  Vankirk 
returned  to  farm  life,  renting  a  farm  near  Dwight. 
He,  however,  retained  property  ih  Streator  for 
some  time  longer.  In  December,  1875,  he  started 
for  Kansas,  the  journey  being  made  with  team 
and  wagon.  In  January,  1876.  he  stopped  at  High, 
land,  Doniphan  County,  and  there  followed  agricul- 
ture during  the  succeeding  five  years.  At  the  ex- 
piration of  that  time  became  to  this  county. 

jSIr.  and  Mrs.  Vankirk  are  the  parents  of  seven 
children,  two  of  whom  have  been  taken  from  them 
1)}'  death:  Thomas  11.  died  at  the  age  of  twentj- 
three,  and  Cephas  P.  at  the  age  of  six  years.  Sadie 
is  the  wife  of  Thomas  D.  Bowers,  residing  at 
Streator,  111.;  Ella.  James,  John  and  Katie  are  un- 
married. 

Mr.  N'ankirk  is  a  Republican  and  has  voted  with 
that  party  from  its  earliest  days.  He  has  been  a 
member  of  the  School  Board  here,  and  was  Trustee 
of  Public  Schools  in  F'arm  Ridge,  LaSalle  Co.,  111. 
He  is  a  member  of  the    Presbyterian    Church,  in 


which  he  has  been  an  Elder  since  the  age  of  twenty- 
live.  He  was  ordained  at  McClellandtown,  Pa.,  and 
was  again  installed  at  Farm  Ridge  Clnuch,  111.,  at 
Highland,  Kan.,  and  Wasiiing.ton. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vankirk  are  people  of  intelligence 
and  refinement,  and  very  popular  among  their  ac- 
quaintances, who  find  the  best  entertainment  in 
their  pleasant  home.  Their  sterling  worth  insures 
them  the  respect  of  all  who  know  them,  and  their 
friends  are  many  and  sincere. 


«¥*- 


iS^  A.  GODARl).  junior  member  of  the  firm 
(W/u\\    of   Harkness   &   Godard    of  Clay    Center 

llflk  e.ame  to  this  place  with  his  partner  in  Oct- 
1^1'  ober,  1879,  and  they  engaged  in  the  law 
practice,  in  which  they  are  building  up  a  lucrative 
business,  also  a  fine  reputation.  Mr.  Godard  like 
his  partner  was  born  in  Bradford  Counts',  Pa., 
Dec.  18,  1855,  and  remained  there  until  a  lad  of 
fifteen  years  when  he  left  home  for  the  purpose  of 
attending  school  at  Waverly,  N.  Y.  Subsequently 
he  pursued  his  studies  in  the  University  at  Syra- 
cuse, N.  Y.,  three  years,  and  from  there  came  to 
Kansas  and  prosecuted  his  law  studies  in  the  office 
of  Hayden  &  Hayden  of  Helton.  He  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  in  the  fall  of  1879,  and  at  once  com- 
menced practice  with  Mr.  Harkness,  since  which 
time  the}^  have  been  recognized  as  among  the 
ablest  lawj-ers  of  this  part  of  Kansas. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  E.  A.  Godard, 
likewise  a  native  of  Bradford  County,  Pa.,  having 
been  born  in  1819.  He  there  grew  to  mature  j'ears 
and  married  Miss  Priscilla  M.  Sherwood.  Then 
settling  on  a  farm  near  Burlington,  Pa.,  he  reared 
his  two  sons  and  remained  there  until  1888  when 
he  took  up  his  abode  with  his  son,  A.  A.,  with 
whom  he  still  lives.  The  mother  passed  away 
March  2,  1886,  at  the  age  of  sixty-four  years. 

The  firm  of  Harkness  &  Godard  are  accredited 
with  the  possession  of  the  best  library  west  of  To- 
peka  in  this  part  of  the  State.  Although  never 
having  been  a  candidate  for  any  office,  Mr.  Godard 
keeps  himself  well  posted  upon  political  affairs  and 
is  a  live  worker  for  the  Republican  partv.  Among 
the  societies  he  is  a  member  of  Blue  Lodge,  Chap- 
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ter  and  Connnanrlery,  occupj-ing  a  leading  position 
in  the  Masonic  fraternity. 

The  marriage  of  our  suhjeot  with  Miss  Eva  Val- 
entine of  Topeka,  was  celebrated  at  the  bride's 
home  in  that  city,  Dec.  10,  1885.  This  lady  was 
born  in  Ottawa  County,  Kan.,  and  is  the  daughter 
of  Judge  D.  M.  Valentine,  a  member  of  the  Su- 
preme Court.  Of  her  union  with  Mr.  Godard 
there  have  born  two  children.  Guenn  Priscilla  and 
Daniel  Valentine. 


-«++#'=f=fe^ 


n 


ADISON  COX.  Mr.  Cox  has  been  a  resi- 
dent of  Kansas  since  1859  and  has  made 
his  home  in  AVashington  County  since 
[868.  He  has  thus  witnessed  the  remarka- 
ble changes  in  this  section  of  the  country  and  has 
contributed  his  quota  in  bringing  about  its  present 
condition.  He  is  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  repre- 
sentative men  of  Haddam  Township,  although  com- 
paratively young  in  years,  having  been  born  May 
2,  1856,  near  Blooraington,  111. 

When  a  child  of  three  years  Mr.  Cox  was  taken 
by  his  parents  to  Marshall  County,  Kan.,  they  mak- 
ing the  journey  overland  by  team.  He  there  re- 
ceived such  school  advantages  as  could  be  given 
in  a  log  house  under  the  most  primitive  methods 
of  instruction,  and  at  an  early  age  was  taught  hab- 
its of  industry  and  economy.  His  father  died 
when  lie  was  a  boy  of  ten  and  his  brothers  being  in 
the  army,  Madison,  as  far  as  he  was  able,  took 
charge  of  the  homestead,  putting  his  shoulder 
bravely  to  the  wheel  and  proving  the  main  stay  of 
his  widowed  mother.  After  the  expiration  of  two 
years,  however,  desiring  a  farm  upon  which  there 
was  timber,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  came  with 
her  little  family  to  "Washington  County,  this  State, 
and  homesteaded  160  acres  of  land  in  Haddam 
Township.  Madison  remained  with  his  mother,  as- 
sisting in  tlie  improvement  of  the  farm,  until  a 
young  man  of  twenty  years  and  then  began  oper- 
ating for  himself.  In  1878  he  purchased  eighty 
acres  of  land  along  Mulberrj-  Creek,  of  which  he 
still  retains  ownershii)  and  which  he  has  brought  to 
a  good  state  of  cultivation,  effecting  also  good  im- 


provements. He  has  a  substantial  dwelling,  a  good 
barn,  the  necessarj'  outhouses  and  a  supply  of 
native  timber.  The  land  is  mostly  enclosed  and 
divided  with  wire  fencing.  Mr.  Cox,  in  1873 
purchased  forty  acres  additional  on  the  same  sec- 
tion and  is  quite  extensively  interested  in  stock 
raising — cattle,  horses  and  swine.  His  stable  con- 
tains a  full  blooded  Percheron-Norman,  a  valuable 
animal  of  many  fine  points.  Mr.  Cox  is  a  mem- 
ber and  a  Director  of  the  Percheron  Stock  Com- 
pany at  Haddam,  and  has  had  no  small  experience 
in  raising  the  standard  of  horse  flesh  in  this  vicin- 
ity. 

When  Mr.  Cox  came  to  Kansas  he  found  deer 
and  other  wild  animals  abundant  and  when  a  boy 
of  twelve  was  quite  an  expert  with  the  rifle.  He 
established  domestic  ties  at  an  early  age — a  short 
time  after  reaching  his  eighteenth  j'ear — being 
married  in  Haddam,  June  6,  1874,  to  Miss  Mar- 
garet A.  Brown.  Mrs.  Cox  was  born  in  Mahaska 
County,  Iowa,  June  24,  1848.  Of  her  union  with 
our  subject  there  have  been  born  two  children,  the 
eldest  of  whom,  Joseph  William,  died  July  3,  1889, 
at  the  age  of  thirteen  years.  The  only  remaining 
child  is  a  daughter,  Marj'  E.  Mr.  Cox  is  a  Repub- 
lican, politically,  and  has  been  quite  prominent  in 
his  party  in  this  section,  frequently  serving  as  a 
delegate  to  the  count}'  conventions.  He  served  as 
Road  Supervisor  one  3-ear  and  has  been  School 
Director  in  his  district  for  the  past  four  years. 
Mrs.  Cox  is  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

John  Cox,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
and  reared  in  the  Old  Dominion  and  when  a  young 
man  removed  to  McLean  County,  111.,  during  its 
pioneer  days.  He  entered  a  tract  of  land  and  im- 
proved a  farm,  living  there  until  1859.  Then 
crossing  the  Father  of  Waters,  he  located  in  Mar- 
shall Country,  this  State,  in  what  is  now  Vermilion 
Township,  and  secured  200  acres  of  land.  Upon 
this  he  operated  successfully  until  his  death,  which 
took  place  in  1866.  He  was  an  honest  man  and  a 
good  citizen  and  from  the  time  of  its  organization 
upheld  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject 
was  Rebecca  Higgs.  .She  was  born  in  Ohio  aiid 
was  the  daughter  of  Levi   Higgs,  a  fanner  of  the 
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Buckeye  State,  who  died  there;  she  is  still  living, 
occupying  a  120-acre  farm  near  Haddam.  Prior 
to  his  marriage  with  Miss  Higgs,  John  Cox,  by  his 
first  wife  had  become  the  father  of  six  children,  the 
eldest  of  whom,  Sally  A.,  is  deceased.  Betsy,  Mrs. 
Foster,  is  a  resident  of  Independence,  this  State; 
Daniel,  Joseph  and  Letice  are  deceased.  Margaret, 
Mrs.  Carpenter,  is  a  resident  of  Davis  Co.,  Mo. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  married  three 
times.  Of  her  first  union,  with  Mr.  Thompson, 
there  were  born  three  children — John,  Levi  and 
Mary  C.  Mary  married  a  Mr.  Patterson  of  Had- 
dam Township  and  there  were  born  ten  children. 
After  becoming  a  widow  the  first  time  the  mother 
married  Mr.  Turnipsecd,  and  there  were  born  three 
children — Janet  L.,  Mrs.  Foster;  Henrietta,  also 
Mrs.  Foster  and  both  residents  of  Haddam;  and 
Rachel,  wlio  is  now  deceased.  Of  the  third  mar- 
riage there  were  born  four  children — Madison,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch;  Matilda  who  remains  at 
home  with  her  mother;  Emily,  Mrs.  Stroud,  of 
Cheney  County,  Neb.,  and  John,  who  farms  on  the 
homestead.  John  and  Levi,  during  the  late  war 
served  in  the  13th  Kansas  Lifantry  in  Companies  D. 
and  F.  John  fell  mortally  wounded  in  the  battle 
of  Missionary  Ridge.  Levi  was  killed  on  the 
march  by  the  falling  of  a  tree  after  having  served 
far  over  five  years.  Daniel  enlisted  in  1 86 1  in  an  Ill- 
inois regiment,  in  which  he  served  three  years  then 
re-enlisted  in  a  Kansas  regiment  and  was  shot 
while  on  picket  duty.  Joseph  Cox  served  in  an 
Illinois  regiment  and  died  afterward  in  Missouri. 


^I-**^ 


I/_^ON.  WARREN  H.  FLETCHER.  Among 
'jfji'i  tliose  who  sought  the  frontier  of  Northern 
i!^^'  Kansas  after  the  close  of  the  late  Civil  War, 
(^  came  Mr.  Fletcher,  in  the  fall  of  1866,  and 
settled  three  miles  west  of  the  present  site  of  Clay 
Center  on  a  homestead  across  the  Republican  River. 
He  braved  the  dangers  and  difficulties  of  life  on 
the  border,  maintained  his  resolution  to  found  a 
home  in  this  region  and  is  now  looked  upon  with 
that  respect  only  accorded  the  early  pioneers.  His 
career  has  been  that  which  his  descendants  will 
look  upon  with  pride  in  after  years. 


By  glancing  at  the  antecedents  of  Mr.  Fletcher, 
we  find  that  he  is  of  substantial  New  England  stock 
and  a  native  of  Cornish,  N.  H.  He  was  born  Oct. 
10,  1837,  and  is  the  son  of  Hiram  C.  Fletcher,  like- 
wise a  native  of  the  above  mentioned  place,  where 
he  lived  and  followed  the  occupation  of  a  wheel- 
wright. He  married  Miss  Maria  Patrick,  and  there 
were  born  to  them  three  children  of  whom  Warren 
H,  is  the  onlj'  one  living.  After  the  death  of  his 
wife,  in  1840,  Hiram  Fletcher  removed  to  Eden, 
Vt.,  where  he  was  subsequently  married  and  made 
his  home  until  his  death,  with  the  exception  of  one 
year  which  he  spent  in  Kansas.  His  decease  oc- 
curred in  Ma}',  1867, 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  a  good  pract- 
ical education  in  the  common  school  and  com- 
menced working  out  at  theearl}^  age  of  nine  years. 
Four  years  later  he  began  life  on  his  own  account, 
working  at  $4  per  month  for  nine  months  and  the 
next  year  received  $5.  The  year  following  his 
wages  were  raised  to  $6  per  month,  which  was  con- 
sidered quite  good  at  that  time.  He  remained  in 
the  eraplov  of  one  man  and  in  the  winter  season 
attended  school  and  paid  his  way  by  doing  chores. 
In  1858,  when  twenty-one  3-ears  old,  young  Fletcher 
returned  to  his  native  town,  remaining  there  until 
after  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War.  On  the  12th 
of  October.  1861,  he  enlisted  as  a  I'nion  soldier  in 
Company  G,  2d  Regiment.  New  II.Tmpshire  Volun- 
teers. This  was  an  Independent  Regiment,  known 
as  Berdan's  Sharp  Shooters,  and  reported  for  service 
at  Washington,  D.  C,  after  being  in  Camp  for  In- 
struction all  winter. 

This  regiment  was  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  and  Mr.  Fletcher  first  saw  the  smoke  of 
battle  at  Falmouth,  Va.  On  the  first  of  April  follow- 
ing ( 1  862. )  he  set  out  on  the  march  to  Bristol  Station 
and  fourteen  days  later  met  the  enemy  for  the  first 
time  at  Falmouth.  On  the  9th  of  May  following 
he  was  at  Manassas  Gap,  and  later  at  Harper's 
Ferry.  The  engagements  which  followed  were 
Rapahannock  Station,  Aug.  23,  1862;  Sulphur 
Springs,  Aug.  25,  Gainesville,  Bull  Run,  South 
Mountain,  Antietam  and  the  three  eng.agements  at 
Fredericksburg  all  occurring  during  that  year. 
Later  Mr.  Fletcher  fought  at  Chancellorsville  in 
two  battles  and  a  skirmish,  and  was  at  Gettysburg, 
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Trapping  Heights.  Aubmn,  Kelley's  Ford,  Bramly 
Station,  Locust  Grove  and  Mine  Run.  This  by  no 
means  closed  his  fighting  record,  as  he  was  in  tiie 
later  important  battles  of  that  campaign. 

In  the  report  of  this  regiment  furnished  later,  it 
was  found  that  it  had  embraced  in  numbers  1,182 
men,  of  which  520  were  lulled  and  wounded.  They 
captured  more  prisoners  than  their  own  numbers 
and  it  is  believed  they  killed  and  wounded  twice  as 
many  as  they  took  prisoners.  Mr.  Fletcher  remained 
with  his  comrades  until  .luly,  1865,  when  he  was 
made  a  ranking  officer  and  mustered  in  as  Second 
Lieutenant,  finally  being  given  a  First  Lieutenant's 
commission.  He  commanded  his  company  there- 
after until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  was  mustered 
out  at  Concord,  N.  II.,  July  10,  1865,  and  after 
spending  a  little  time  among  iiis  old  friends  and 
associates  came  to  K.insas  and  taking  up  a  home- 
stead claim  of  160  acres  in  Blaine  Township,  com- 
menced the  improvement  of  his  property. 

Returning,  in  1868  to  his  native  place,  Mr. 
Fletcher  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Cassie 
Freeman  on  the  12tli  of  March.  The  newly  wedded 
pair  returned  at  once  to  Kansas  and  lived  upon  the 
new  farm  until  1878.  In  the  meantime  its  condi- 
tion was  greatly  changed,  Mr.  Fletcher  being  very 
successful  in  the  cultivation  of  the  soil  and  effect- 
ing the  needed  improvements.  Of  late  years  it 
has  been  largely  devoted  to  live  stock.  Trees  had 
been  planted  which  are  now  two  feet  in  diameter. 
Convenient  and  suitable  buildings  have  been 
erected  and  the  soil  has  been  rendered  fertile  with 
the  aid  of  the  latest  improved  machinery. 

Mr.  Fletcher  has  always  been  considerably  inter- 
ested in  political  affairs  and  has  exercised  due  in- 
fluence in  his  community.  While  on  the  farm  he 
was  elected  to  the  office  of  County  Clerk  in  which 
he  has  served  three  years,  being  at  the  same  time 
Register  of  Deeds.  In  1877  he  was  elected  by  the 
Republicans  of  Clay  County  to  represent  them  in 
the  State  Legislature.  In  1869  he  was  elevated  to 
the  Probate  Judgeship,  serving  one  term.  He  has 
been  influential  in  the  councils  of  his  party  and  is 
at  present  Secretary  of  the  Republican  Central 
Committee.  In  August,  1868,  while  Mr.  Fletcher 
was  serving  as  County  Clerk  the  Indians  of  tliis 
region   became    troublesome.       Mr.    Fletcher,    or- 


ganized at  that  time  a  Company  of  Volunteers  to 
repel  the  Indians — and  proceeded  nortli  to  Peach 
Creek,  where  the  command  ascertained  that  there 
was  no  danger,  it  being  simply  a  movement  of 
the  Pottawatomies  going  westward  for  their  annual 
hunt.  Soon  the  command  was  disbanded  and  re- 
turned home.  During  the  absence  of  Mr.  Fletcher, 
Mrs.  Huntress  packed  the  records  of  the  County 
Clerjc  and  records  of  the  Register  of  Deeds,  in  a 
small  leather  valise,  and  hid  them  in  the  hollow 
of  a  Cottonwood  tree.  This  tree  is  still  standing 
across  Huntress  Creek  on  Court  street. 

In  1879  Mr.  Fletcher,  leaving  his  farm,  removed 
to  Clay  Center  and  engaged  in  the  real  estate  and 
loan  business  which  he  has  since  prosecuted  very 
successful!}'.  There  have  been  born  to  him  and 
his  estimable  wife  eight  children,  flve  of  whom  are 
living — Frank  L.,  Harry  W.,  Frederick,  Edith  and 
F.inny.  They  all  make  their  home  with  their 
l)arents.  The  eldest,  Frank,  is  employed  in  the 
First  National   Bank  as  an   assistant  to  the  cashier. 

Mr.  Fletcher  was  present  at  the  surrender  of 
Gen.  Lee  and  at  the  time  purchased  of  a  rebel 
officer  an  English  sword,  for  $100  in  Confederate 
money.  The  officer  would  liave  accepted  $15  in 
United  States  currency.  Mr.  Fletcher  obtained  his 
rebel  money  by  sharing  the  spoils  of  a  captured 
wagon  train. 

In  October.  1889,  Mr.  Fletcher  was  appointed 
Postmaster  of  Clay  Center  by    President  Harrison 


,^^  HAUNCEY  A.  GREEN,  of  Goshen  Town- 
fl(  ship,  came  to  his  present   farm  in  January, 

^^  1888,  and  is  numbered  among  the  represen- 
tative citizens  along  the  northern  line  of  Clay 
County.  This  farm  comprises  160  acres  of  fertile 
land,  of  which  110  acres  are  under  tlie  plow,  and 
tlie  balance  in  pasture  and  meadow.  He  purchased 
this  property  in  the  fall  of  1879,  when  only  about 
twent}'  acres  had  been  broken,  and  at  once  put  up 
a  part  of  his  present  dwelling.  Gradually  he  ef- 
fected other  improvements,  remaining  here  until  in 
December,  1883,  then  removed  to  Clay  Center  to 
assume  the  office  of  Sheriff,  to  whicli  he  had  been 
elected    the    i)revious    fall.     Prior    to  this  he   had 
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served  two  terms  as  Township  Trustee,  and  in  the 
meantime  was  elected  Sheriff,  serving  foui;  3'ears. 
His  re-election  was  considered  a  great  compliment, 
as  few  men  have  served  in  this  oflice  in  Clay  Connty 
more  than  one  term.  At  the  expiration  of  his  sec- 
ond term  Mr.  Green  returned  to  his  farm,  where  he 
has  since  lived. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  New 
Berlin,  Waukesha  Co.,  Wis.,  April  3,  1843,  and 
was  reared  upon  a  farm,  acquiring  his  education  in 
the  district  school.  He  was  a  youth  of  eighteen 
years  upon  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War,  but  in 
April,  1861.  under  the  first  call  for  300,000  troops, 
he  enlisted  in  Company  C,  6th  Wisconsin  Infantry, 
and  going  to  the  front,  participated  in  manj'  of  the 
important  battles  which  followed,  namely:  the 
second  battle  of  Bull  Run,  South  Mountain, 
Antietam,  Mine  Run,  Chancellorsville  and  Gettys- 
burg, and  at  the  latter   place  was  wounded  Jul}'  1, 

1863,  by  a  gunsiiot  in  the  right  thigh.  This  dis- 
abled him  for  about  five  months,  and  he  then  re- 
joined his  regiment  in  time  to  have  a  band  in  tiie 
battles  of  the  Wilderness.  Spottsylvania,  Cold  Ilar- 
l)or.  North  Anna,  Petersburg,  and  at  Weldon  Rail- 
ro.ad  was  wounded  in   the  right  shoulder,  Aug.  18, 

1864.  This  disabled  him  for  the  same  length  of 
time  as  before,  and  as  soon  as  he  was  able  he  again 
joined  his  comrades,  and  after  participating  in  the 
Weldon  Railroad  raid,  went  down  into  North 
Carolina,  fought  at  Five  Forks,  marched  with  his 
regiment  to  Appomattox  Court-House,  and  was 
present  at  Lee's  surrender,  April  9, 1865.  He  went 
uj)  through  the  Carolinas  to  Washington,  D.  C.  tak- 
ing part  in  the  grand  review,  and  tiience  via  Jef- 
fersonville,  Ind.,  returned  to  Madison,  Wis.,  where 
he  received   his  honorable  discharge. 

JNIr.  Green  now  resumed  farming  and  prepared 
to  establish  a  home  of  his  own.  On  the  3d  of 
October,  1869,  he  was  wedded  to  Miss  Mary, 
daughter  of  Martin  and  Mary  (Dolan)  Bergln. 
Mrs.  Green  was  born  in  Grant  County,  Wis.,  in 
February,  1 848.  Her  parents  are  now  deceased. 
The  young  people  sojourned  in  the  Badger  State 
until  1878,  and  then  coming  to  Kansas,  occupied  a 
rented  farm  until  the  fall  of  that  year,  when  Mr. 
Green  bought  his  present  homestead.  He  effi;  aed 
good  improvements,  and  pursues  the  even  tenor  of 


his  way  without  ostentation,  being  chiefly  remark- 
able as  an  honest  man  and  a  good  citizen.  He  is  a 
favorite  both  in  social  and  business  circles,  and 
belongs  to  Clay  Center  Lodge  No.  115,  L  O.  O.  F. 
He  also  belongs  to  Phil  Sheridan  Post  No.  88, 
G.  A.  R..  at  Clay  Center.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Green 
there  have  been  born  four  children,  namely:  Al- 
mira  M.,  John  W.,  Mary  E.  and  Charles  B.  The 
father  of  oui  subject  was  Eden  B.  Green,  a  native 
of  Vermont,  who  when  a  young  man  emigrated  to 
New  York  State,  where  he  married  Miss  Caroline 
E.  Knox,  who  was  torn  there.  Soon  afterward 
they  removed  to  AVaukesha  County,  Wis.,  settling 
among  the  earliest  pioneers  of  that  region.  In 
18G6,  crossing  the  feather  of  Waters,  they  settled 
in  the  vicinity  of  Iowa  City,  where  they  spent 
their  last  days,  dying  at  an  advanced  age.  The 
maternal  grandparents  of  Mr.  Green  were  of  Scotch- 
Irish  ancestry. 

The  parents  of  Mrs.  Green  were  natives  of  Ire- 
land, whence  they  emigrated  to  the  United  States 
in  their  youth,  and  were  married  in  AVisconsin, 
where  they  spent  their  last  days.  Mr.  Bergin  ser- 
ved as  a  soldier  in  the  Mexican  War.  Both  par- 
ents had  become  members  of  the  Catholic  Church 
in  Ireland,  to  which  church  their  ancestors  for 
generations  had  belonged. 

J]  H.  DOWD,  Editor  and  proprietor  of  the 
I  Palmer  Pionee)\is  a  native  of  Peoria  County, 
'  HI.,  born  Oct.  22,  1864.  He  is  a  son  of 
'  Lucas  and  Elizabeth  (Cook)  Dowd,  the 
former  a  native  of  Ireland,  born  in  1834,  who 
emigrated  when  a  boy  to  the  United  States,  his 
parents  both  being  deceased.  He  worked  at  any 
thing  he  could  find  to  do,  and  on  arriving  at  man- 
hood found  himself  in  Ohio.  He  there  became  a 
farmer  and  in  that  State  was  married.  Shortly 
after  that  important  event  in  his  history  he  emi- 
grated to  Illinois,  and  bought  a  farm  in  Peoria 
County  where  he  lived  for  a  number  of  years,  when 
he  sold  it  and  removed  to  Marshall  Count}',  where 
he  lived  about  six  years,  but  he  never  bought  much 
propert}'  there,  intending  to  go  farther  west.  In 
1871  he  determined  to  try  his  fortunes  in  the  Sun- 
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flower  State,  and  emigiated  to  Washington  Count}-, 
which  has  ever  since  been  his  home.  In  Sheridan 
Township  he  took  a  homestead,  the  same  on  which 
he  now  lives.  To  this  he  has  added  forty  acres, 
since  purchased,  giVing  liim  a  fine  200-acre  farm, 
on  which  he  has  comfortable  buildings,  good 
orchard,  water,  fences,  etc..  all  the  result  of  his  own 
labors,  as  when  he  took  it  it  was  but  raw  prairie. 
He  has  alwaj's  been  industrious  and  economical  and 
his  present  comfort  is  the  direct  result  of  jears  of 
effort.  He  is  of  a  genial,  kindly  disposition,  and  has 
hosts  of  friends.  His  wife,  Elizabeth,  was  born  in 
Ohio  in  1835,  her  parents  being  also  from  Ireland. 
They  have  had  eleven  children  of  whom  two  are 
deceased,  Anthony  at  the  age  of  three  years,  and 
John  L.  when  he  was  twenty-three  years  old.  The 
latter  was  a  soldier  in  the  United  States  Regulars, 
and  died  of  fever  in  San  Antonia,  Tex.  The  sur- 
vivors are :  Mary  E.  wife  of  Oliver  P.  Woody,  an 
implement  dealer  in  Palmer  in  tliis  county;  Cassie 
is  the  wife  of  C.  E.  Parkhurst,  a  farmer  at  Scapo, 
Republic  Co.,  Kan.;  Daniel  D.  is  a  farmer  near 
Palmer,  Washington  County;  Maggie  is  married  to 
J.  R.  Taylor,  a  farmer  also  near  Palmer;  J.  11.  is 
next;  then  AVilliam,  a  farmer  at  Palmer;  Joseph, 
Francis  L.,  and  Albert  are  still  under  the  parental 
roof. 

J.  H.  Dowd,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  remained 
with  his  father's  brotlier  in  Illinois  after  his  parents 
had  removed  to  Kansas,  and  until  the  death  of  his 
uncle,  that  was  his  home.  II''s  uncle  died  when 
J.  H.  was  in  his  tenth  year,  and  he  was  then  brought 
to  Kansas  by  his  father  who  went  after  him.  He 
had  attended  the  district  schools  in  Illinois,  and  for 
a  time  after  coming  to  this  State  he  also  attended 
the  district  school,  subsequently  entering  the  Clifton 
High  School  where  he  fitted  himself  for  teaching, 
which  profession  he  followed  for  four  years,  all 
tlie  time  in  Washington  County.  He  gave  this  up 
in  the  spring  of  1889,  having  purchased  the  busi- 
ness and  material  of  the  Pnlnier  Pionepr,  which 
had  been  established  in  January  1888,  by  F.  T. 
Cook,  from  whom  it  was  bought  by  Mr.  Dowd.  The 
paper  is  Republican  in  politics,  and  it  is  the  aim  of 
Mr.  Dowd  to  make  it  a  valuable  medium  for  the 
section  of  the  county  in  which  it  is  printed,  he  giv- 
ing especial  attention  to  home    matters.     He    has   | 


greatly  improved  the  paper  in  appearance  as  well 
as  in  its  conduct  and  contents.  He  has  also  fa- 
cilities for  doing  job  printing,  a  great  convenience 
to  the  business  men  of  Palmer  and  vicinity. 

Mr.  Dowd  is  a  member  of  Lone  Star  Lodge,  No. 
284,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Palmer,  also  of  Occidental 
Lodge,  No.  164,1.  O.  G.  T.  He  is  an  ambitious,  en- 
ergetic young  man,  who  is  making  his  own  way  in 
the  world  unaided,  and  he  is  well  thought  of  in 
the  community  where  he  resides. 


i~h 


^^MERICUS  E.  DRISKELL,  though  still 
i@^|    a  young  man.  is  an  old  resident  of   Wash- 

lllw  ington  County,  to  which  he  has  belonged 
(^  since  1860.  He  is  the  occupant  of  an  ex- 
cellent stone  residence  on  section  33,  in  Franklin 
Township,  and  on  the  280  broad  acres  which  sur- 
round it,  he  carries  on  his  business  of  feeding  and 
raising  stock. 

He  is  the  son  of  Montilion  G.  and  Emily  S. 
(Ayres)  Driskell  and  was  born  in  Keokuk,  Iowa, 
June  22,  1849.  Montilion  Driskell  removed  with 
his  family  to  Kansas  in  1860.  He  pre-empted  land 
near  Washington,  and  there  made  his  home  until 
1887.  He  then  removed  to  Oregon,  where  himself 
and  wife  now  reside.  The  family  was  a  large  one 
and  seven  of  them  grew  to  maturity.  They  are : 
Eldon:  Anna,  wife  of  Anthony  Voight;  A.  E.,  our 
subject;  Montilion  C,  Milton  and  Thomas  who  re- 
side in  Oregon;  and  George,  whose  home  is  in  this 
county. 

Our  subject  was  reared  uijon  a  farm.  In  186"), 
at  the  age  of  seventeen,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Sarah  E.  Dunnuck,  and  the  j'oung  couple  im- 
mediately after  marriage  settled  where  they  now 
reside. 

They  filed  on  160  acres  under  the  homestead 
act,  and  have  since  increased  their  possessions  to 
the  amount  which  they  now  own.  Their  union  has 
resulted  in  the  birth  of  seven  children:  Alfred; 
Emily,  wife  of  G.  W.  Stanley;  Marilla.  Prudence, 
May,  Effa  and  Clarence. 

Mrs.  Driskell  was  born  in  Kosciusko  County, 
lud..  April  29,  1843.  Her  mother  Catherine  (Reas- 
oubee)  Dunnuck  died  in  Indiana,  leaving  six  chil- 
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dren.  Tlii'  father.  .John  Dunnuck,  removed  witli 
his  familj'  to  Kansas  in  1863  and  settled  in  Wash- 
ington County,  where  he  subsequently  died. 

Mr.  Driskell  has  served  in  Township  offices  witli 
credit  to  himself  and  liis  constituents.  lie  has  oc- 
cupied the  positions  of  School  Treasurer,  School 
Clerk  and  Township  Treasurer  and  Clerk.  He  is 
now  identified  with  the  Union  Labor  party,  though 
in  former  years  he  usually  voted  with  the  Demo- 
crats. He  has  never  been  a  strict  partisan,  but  al- 
ways considered  the  principles  first  and  the  party 
iifterward.  He  has  been  for  many  years  a  mem- 
ber in  full  fellowship  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  his  standing  therein  is  unquestioned. 
The  early  marriage,  which  in  many  cases  proves  so 
disastrous  to  the  fortunes  of  a  .young  mau,  has  in 
this  case  proved  quite  the  reverse.  Mrs.  Driskell 
has  been  an  able  helpmate  and  counselor  to  her 
husband,  and  the  success  to  which  they  have  already 
attained,  gives  promise  that  they  will  in  time  be 
classed  among  the  wealthiest  and  most  influential 
residents  of  the  county. 


-«ili#<^^^ 


(^^  YLVANUS  S.  LONGLEY  has  been  a  resi- 
^^^^  dent  of  Washington  County  for  a  score  of 
^/j^  years.  He  resides  on  section  25,  Green- 
leaf  Township,  and  is  now  the  owner  of 
360  acres  of  well  improved  land,  where  he  is  en- 
gaged in  the  pursuit  of  agriculture,  and  also  raises 
considerable  stock.  He  is  one  of  the  most  exten- 
sive farmers  in  the  county,  and  is  in  excellent 
circumstances.  All  his  property  has  been  accu- 
mulated since  his  arrival  in  this  State. 

The  Longley  family  are  of  English  extraction, 
members  of  it  having  come  to  America  at  an  earlv 
date  and  settled  in  Maine.  The  grandfather  of 
our  subject  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier.  His 
father,  Sylvanus  Longley,  was  a  native  of  Maine, 
where  he  lived  and  died.  He  devoted  all  his  life 
to  farming,  held  some  minor  offices  and  was  in  only 
moderate  financial  circumstances.  During  the  war 
of  1812  he  served  in  the  American  army.  He  was 
born  about  the  year  1797,  and  departed  this  life 
about  1882.  The  mother  of  our  subject  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Orenda    Garland.     Like    her  hus- 


band she  was  a  native  of  INIaine,  where  she  was 
born  about  the  year  179it,  and  passed  from  earth 
in  1885.  Her  union  with  Mr.  Longley  resulted  in 
the  birth  of  nine  children:  Jefferson,  Harrison, 
Franklin,  Ilenrj-,  an  infant  unnamed,  Minerva, 
Sylvanus  S.,  Elizabeth,  and  another  infant. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Piscata- 
quis County,  Me.,. Sept.  15,  1834, and  he  was  reared 
in  his  native  county,  where  he  received  his  educa- 
tion. AVhen  about  eighteen  years  of  age  he  left 
his  home  and  began  a  sea-faring  life.  For  two 
years  he  followed  whaling  and  was  on  the  whale  ship 
"Canton,"  of  New  Bedford,  when  it  was  wrecked 
in  185i.  After  that  event  he  was  engaged  for  two 
years  as  a  sailor  in  the  merchant  service,  and  in 
1856,  he  went  to  California  and  followed  mining 
until  1861. 

He  then  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Company  K., 
2d  California  Calvary,  which  served  on  the  plains, 
keeping  down  the  Indians.  Mr.  Longley  took  part 
in  some  lively  work  and  saw  all  he  cared  for  of 
Indian  warfare.  At  the  Beak  River  fight  in  Idaho 
Territory,  he  received  a  wound  at  the  hand  of  the 
savages.  At  Salt  Lake  City,  LFtah,  in  1864,  Mr. 
Longley  was  honorably  discharged,  and  he  then 
made  an  overland  journey'  to  Helena,  Mon.,  where 
he  again  engaged  in  mining.  At  this  employment 
he  continued  until  the  spring  of  1868,  when  he 
came  down  the  Missouri  River,  looking  for  a  loca- 
tion. He  found  no  place  that  he  liked  better  than 
Kansas,  and  in  1869,  he  took  a  homestead  of  160 
acres,  where  he  now  resides.  Since  that  time  he 
has  thoroughly  improved  his  land  and  added  to  his 
acreage,  until  it  now  amounts  to  the  fine  estate 
above  mentioned. 

On  Maich  10,  1870,  the  rites  of  marriage  were 
celebrated  between  our  subject  and  Miss  Laura  A. 
Fairchild,  of  this  county.  The  bride  was  born  in 
Iowa,  August  6,  1850,  and  is  a  lady  of  intelligence 
and  ability.  She  has  borne  her  husl)and  six  bright 
children:  AVilliara  H..  ,letf  C.  .Jessie,  Bertha. 
Vesta  and  Ora. 

iMr.  Longley  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  men 
in  Washington  Count3%  especially  among  his  fellow 
agriculturists.  He  has  held  many  public  offices, 
including  those  of  Township  Trustee,  Clerk,  Treas- 
urer   and    County    Commissioner.     In    the    latter 
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office  he  served  from  January  1885  to  January 
1888.  He  is  interested  in  the  social  orders  of  the 
neighborhood  and  holds  membership  in  Greenleaf 
Lodge  No.  134  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  in  Greenleaf 
Post,  G.  A.  R.  His  judgment  decides  in  favor  of 
the  principles  of  the  Republican  party,  which  he 
therefore  cordially  supports. 

A  portrait  of  this  enterprising  and  highly  re- 
spected gentleman  may  be  seen  on  another  page  of 
this  Album. 

— -mm- 


^^ARRETT  W.  JOHNSON,  a  veteran  of  the 
(l(  of  the  late  Civil  War,  is  closely  identified 
^^^  with  the  industrial  interests  of  Washington 
as  a  miller  and  part  owner  of  the  Washington  mills. 
He  is  numbered  among  the  pioneers  of  Kansas, 
having  been  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  Republi- 
can County,  and  for  some  j^ears  actively  assisted 
in  developing  its  agricultural  resources,  owning 
and  managing  a  good  farm  there  which  he  elimi- 
nated from  the  wild  prairie.  He  is  a  native  of 
Virginia,  born  in  Harrison  County,  Sept.  5,  1833. 
His  father,  Benjamin  Johnson,  was  a  native  of  the 
same  State,  wbile  his  paternal  grandfather,  Garrett 
Johnson,  was  born  in  England,  and  was  the  only 
member  of  his  father's  family  to  come  to  America. 
He  was  a  farmer,  and  spent  his  last  years  in  Vir- 
ginia, carrying  on  that  occupation.  The  father  of 
our  subject  was  reared  and  married  in  Virginia, 
and  in  the  fall  of  1833  left  the  pleasant  scenes  of 
his  boyhood  and  early  manhood  and  with  his  familj' 
traveled  in  a  wagon  across  the  wild  countiy  that 
intervened  between  his  old  home  and  Indiana,  and 
settled  in  Kosciusko  County,  of  which  he  thus  be- 
came an  early  pioneer.  He  bought  a  tract  of  tim- 
bered land,  and  there  he  and  his  wife  and  children 
lived  in  the  most  primitive  manner  in  the  log 
cabin,  with  its  dirt  and  stick  chimney,  that  he  built 
as  soon  as  he  could  get  together  the  material.  The 
mother  used  to  cook  savory  meals  over  a  fire  in  the 
rude  open  fireplace,  and  for  some  years  spun  and 
wove  all  the  cloth  used  in  the  familj'.  There  were 
no  railways  and  Ft.  Wayne  and  Michigan  Cit^', 
forty-two  miles  distant,  were  the  nearest  markets, 
and  the  father  used  to  draw  his  wheat  to  those 
places  over  the  rough  roads    and  sell  it  for  thirty- 


seven  cents  a  bushel.  He  improved  a  good  farm, 
which  he  occupied  man}'  years.  He  now  makes 
his  home  with  his  son,  Isaac,  in  the  same  county, 
and  is  in  his  ninety-third  year.  The  maiden  name 
of  his  wife  was  Sarah  Roberts,  and  she  was  bom  in 
Harrison  County,  Va.,  a  daughter  of  Jesse  Roberts, 
a  native  of  Maryland.  She  died  on  the  home  farm 
in  July,  1858. 

Our  subject  was  the  fifth  of  nine  children,  and  was 
but  an  infant  when  his  parents  took  him  to  Indiana 
and  there  he  was  reared  amid  the  pioneer  scenes,  and 
gleaned  his  education  in  the  primitive  schools  of 
the  early  days  of  the  settlement  of  that  State,  a 
rude  log  house  serving  as  the  temple  of  knowledge. 
As  soon  as  he  was  large  enough  our  subject  had  to 
assist  his  father  in  the  arduous  task  of  clearing  his 
land  from  the  primeval  forest  growth,  and  in  till- 
ing the  soil.  Large  black  walnut  trees  that  would  be 
considered  very  valuable,  now-a-days,  had  to  be 
rolled  together  and  burned  after  they  were  cut 
down  to  get  rid  of  them.  Mr.  Johnson  continued 
to  live  with  his  parents  till  he  was  twenty-one, 
when  he  went  to  Champaign  Count}',  111.  At  that 
time  the  railway  was  just  completed  through  that 
county,  and  at  Champlain  there  was  onl}'  the 
nucleus  of  a  town,  a  small  building  used  as  a  station 
and  another  building  used  as  a  saloon.  Our  sub- 
ject found  employment  at  Linn  Grove,  where  he 
resided  two  years,  when  he  returned  to  Indiana  to 
spend  the  winter.  He  subsequently  went  back  to 
Illinois,  and  worked  a  year  in  Clinton  County. 
After  that  he  again  lived  at  home  in  Indiana,  and 
for  three  years  worked  with  his  brother  in  a  flour 
and  saw-mill.  He  was  thus  engaged  when  the  war 
broke  out,  and  Aug.  20,  1861  he  threw  aside  all 
personal  considerations,  all  aims  and  ambitions, 
and  enlisted  in  Company  B,  30tli  Indiana  Infantry 
to  aid  his  brave  fellow-countrymen  in  defending 
the  Stars  and  Stripes.  For  three  years,  one  month 
and  nine  days  he  served  his  country  faithfully 
and  courageously,  facing  the  enemy  on  many  a 
hardfought  battlefield,  and  patiently  enduring  the 
hardships  and  privations  of  war.  He  took  part  in 
many  battles,  being  with  his  regiment  in  Kentuckj', 
Tennessee.  Mississippi,  Alabama  and  Georgia. 
He  fought  at  Shiloh,  Corinth  and  Stone  River,  and 
at    the   latter    place    was  cai^tured,    and    for  five 
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months  sufifered  the  horrors  of  imprisonment  in 
Libby  Prison,  Richmond.  He  was  then  paroled 
aud  sent  home.  He  was  exchanged,  and  a  few 
months  later  he  joined  his  regiment  at  Nashville. 
After  that  lie  and  his  comrades  took  part  in  the 
engagements  at  Chickamauga  and  Liberty  Gap, 
and  during  the  winter  they  were  engaged  in  re- 
building the  Nashville  &  Chattanooga  Railway. 
In  February,  Mr.  Johnson  cut  his  foot  and  was  not 
able  to  do  dutj'  again.  At  the  expiration  of  his 
term  of  enlistment  he  was  honorably  discharged, 
and  returned  to  Indiana,  and  in  September,  1865 
he  went  to  Michigan  to  operate  a  sawmill.  He  was 
thus  employed  a  year,  and  then  returned  to  In- 
diana and  managed  his  father's  farm  till  1868. 
In  that  year  he  made  a  new  departure,  and  starting 
westward,  came  overland  to  Kansas,  and  cast  in 
his  lot  with  the  early  settlers  of  Republic  County, 
which  was  at  that  time  on  the  frontier.  Deer, 
antelope,  wild  turkey  and  other  game  were  plenti- 
ful, and  a  few  miles  distant  buffaloes  were  to  be 
seen,  and  in  1869  he  killed  one  on  the  site  of  Jewell 
City.  Our  subject  took  a  liomestead  in  the  south - 
e.asteru  part  of  the  county,  and  building  a  house  of 
Cottonwood  boards  for  shelter,  immediately  com- 
menced to  improve  his  land.  The  nearest  railway 
station  was  at  Waterville,  and  for  a  time  that  was 
tlie  nearest  market.  Mr.  Johnson  resided  there 
till  February,  1876,  and  then  sold  his  property,  and 
came  to  AVashington  County,  and  buying  a  half 
interest  in  the  Washington  Mills  and  a  home  close 
by,  he  has  ever  since  been  a  valued  resident  of  this 
township,  devoting  the  greater  part  of  his  time  to 
the  management  of  the  mills.  The  mills  are  in 
good  order  and  are  provided  with  an  ample  supply 
of  first-class,  modern  machinery,  and  the  company 
does  an  extensive  and  profitable  business. 

Mr.  Johnson  and  JMiss  Susan  M.  Hanold,  were 
united  in  marriage  in  October,  1864,  and  their's 
has  proved  a  happy  union,  and  has  been  blessed 
to  them  by  the  birth  of  five  children,  namely: 
Mattie,  Belle,  Zada,  Lue  and  .Stella.  '  Mrs.  Johnson 
was  born  in  Portage  County,  Ohio,  a  daughter  of 
Arter  and  Elizabeth  (Sumerl)  Hanold.  She  is  a 
consistent  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  as 
is  shown  by  the  course  of  her  daily  life. 

'Slv.  Johnson    is  a  man  of  marked  sagacity,  far- 


reaching  forethought,  and  clear  judgment,  and  is 
thoroughly  respected  for  those  characteristics  that 
denote  the  true  man  and  honest  citizen.  In  earh' 
life  he  was  a  follower  of  the  Whig  party,  but  even 
before  the  formation  of  the  Republican  party  he  had 
become  a  believer  in  its  principles  and  was  one  of 
the  first  to  join  its  ranks,  voting  for  Gen.  Fre- 
mont, the  first  Presidential  candidate  of   the  party. 


,  UFUS  DARBY  is  one  of  the  most  honored 
citizens  of  Washington  County,  aud  one  of 
A\  her  pioneer  settlers.  He  came  to  Kansas  in 
Wva  1858,  and  during  the  border  troubles  was 
allied  with  those  who  were  opposed  to  slavery  and 
determined  that  Kansas  should  come  into  the  Union 
as  a  free  State.  He  h.as  been  identified  with  the 
progress  of  this  county  since  his  first  settlement 
here,  and  has  ever  been  regarded  with  respect  and 
esteem  by  his  fellow-citizens.  His  residence  is  a 
neat  frame  building  just  north  of  Morrow,  and  the 
estate  of  160  acres  is  thoroughly  and  intelligently 
cultivated,  being  now  under  the  management  of 
his  son,  Asa  R.  Darby. 

Mr.  Darby  was  born  near  Washington,  D.  C,  in 
Montgomery  County,  Md.,  on  Jan.  28,  1816,  and  is 
of  English  descent  on  both  his  father's  and  mother's 
side.  His  father,  Rezin  Darby,  was  a  Maryland 
planter.  The  parental  family  comprised  twelve 
children,  of  whom  brief  mention  is  made  as  follows. 
Philip  married  Matilda  Cross,  and  died  of  cholera 
in  Ohio  in  1838,  leaving  seven  children.  Delilah 
died  in  December,  1884,  at  the  residence  of  our  sub- 
ject, with  whom  she  had  made  her  home  during  the 
last  eleven  years  of  her  life;  she  was  unmarried. 
John  died  in  1844;  he  was  married  to  Eleanor  How- 
ard, and  left  two  children.  Edward  lives  near 
Washington  City,  in  Montgomery  County,  Md. 
He  was  born  in  1805  and  is  consequently  eighty- 
four  years  old.  He  married  Elizabeth  Philips,  who 
died  in  1886,  leaving  three  sons  and  two  daughters. 
George,  the  oldest  of  the  sons,  is  a  contractor  and 
builder  in  Washington  City.  Rezin  is  lumber  in- 
spector for  that  city,  and  Rufus  H.,  the  owner  aud 
manager  of  a  large  printing  and  publishing  house 
thwe,  and  publisher  of  the  Washington  City  Jicpu/j- 
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lie.  Mary,  one  of  the  daughters,  is  the  wife  of  John 
Coomes,  and  resides  in  Montgomery  County,  Md.; 
Susan,  the  other  daughter,  is  unmarried  and  a  resi- 
dent of  Wasliington  City.  Mary  Ann,  the  fiftli  of 
the  brotliers  and  sisters  of  our  subject,  died  in 
Cloud  County,  Kan.  She  was  tlie  wife  of  Mahlon 
Woodward,  and  left  nine  children.  Charles  moved 
from  Maryland  to  Western  Ohio,  over  fifty  years 
ago.  After  leaving  his  native  State  he  was  lost  track 
of,  and  it  is  not  now  Icnown  whetlier  he  is  living 
or  dead.  He  married  Elizabetli'Starr.  Susan  died 
in  Monroe  County,  Ohio,  during  the  War.  She  was 
the  wife  of  Samuel  Blowers,  a  tobacco  packer. 
Washington  lives  in  Monroe  County,  Ohio.  He  is 
a  minister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
lias  been  a  member  of  the  Eastern  Ohio  Conference 
for  over  thirty  3'ears.  He  married  Melinda  Bell 
and  has  three  sons.  William  died  in  Franklin 
County,  Kan.,  where  he  was  engaged  in  farming,  in 
1877.  He  married  Miss  Marj^  Morris  in  Monroe 
County,  Ohio.  Elizabeth,  widow  of  Lewis  Gates, 
resides  in  Monroe  County,  Ohio.  Rebecca  died  in 
infancj". 

Rufus  Darby  was  the  eighth  child  in  the  parentnl 
family.  His  father  died  when  he  was  twelve  years 
of  age,  and  a  year  later  he  went  to  clerk  in  a  store 
in  Frederick  Citj-.  When  he  was  fourteen  years  of 
age,  his  mother  with  her  four  minor  children — 
our  subject,  Washington,  William  and  Elizabeth — 
moved  from  Maryland  to  Belmont,  Ohio,  where  she 
bought  a  small  farm.  There  not  being  work  for  him 
at  home,  our  subject  hired  out  as  a  farm  hand.  He 
received  a  good  common  school  education,  and  as 
soon  as  he  became  old  enough  made  use  of  it  by  be- 
coming a  school  teacher.  He  followed  the  profes- 
sion of  teaching  for  two  years. 

On  March  12,  1835,  being  then  but  a  little  more 
than  nineteen  years  of  age,  our  subject  married  Miss 
Melinda  White.  After  his  marriage  he  lived  at 
home  and  cultivated  his  mother's  farm.  In  1841, 
lie  moved  to  Monroe  County,  Ohio,  where  he 
bought  a  small  farm,  on  which  he  remained  for  two 
and  a  half  years.  He  then  sold  out  and  returned 
to  Belmont  County,  buying  a  house  in  Barncsville. 
The  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  being  in  process 
of  construction  at  the  time,  he  went  to  work  with  a 
pick  and  shovel  as  a  grader,  at  eighty  cents  a  daj'. 


After  a  residence  of  two  and  a  half  years  in  Barncs- 
ville, he  removed  to  Marshall  County,  Iowa,  where 
he  rented  land  for  two  years.  He  afterward  bought 
a  farm  on  which  he  remained  until  he  removed  to  this 
State.  His  first  settlement  was  on  the  Blue  Kivci-. 
near  Ballard's  Falls.  In  1860,  he  entered  160  ai  k- 
of  land  on  section  26,  which  now  forms  his  houn- 
stead.  Later,  when  his  sons  became  of  age,  he  with 
them  homesteaded  two  additional  quarter  sec- 
tions, bringing  his  landed  possessions  in  Mill  Creek 
Township,  up  to  480  acres.  He  has  since  disposed 
of  all  but  160  acres. 

The  wife  of  Mr.  Darby  was  born  June  30,  1811, 
and  departed  this  life  May  4,  1887,  in  the  seventy- 
sixth  year  of  her  age.  She  had  borne  her  husband 
nine  children.  Mary  was  born  Sept.  30,  183G,  and 
was  married  to  W.  W.  Woodward,  Feb.  17,  18.')7. 
She  resides  in  Cloud  County,  this  State,  where  her 
husband  is  engaged  in  farming  and  stock-feeding. 
They  have  eight  living  children.  Rezin  C.,the  oldest 
son  of  our  subject,  was  born  April  1,  1838.  nml 
died  March  12,  1862,  from  a  wound  received  at  tlie 
battle  of  Pea  Ridge.  He  was  a  member  of  Com- 
jiany  C,  4th  Iowa  Infantry.  He  was  unmarried. 
James  W.,  born  April  15,  1839,  is  ranching  in 
Missoula  Connty,  Mon.;  hemarried_Rosanna  White, 
in  April,  1870,  and  has  six  children.  Philip  w.as 
born  April  5.  1841,  and  is  a  merchant  in  Washing- 
ton. He  married  Agnes  A.  Hollowell,  Jan.  28, 
1863.  They  have  four  living  children.  Edward 
was  born  Sept.  1,  1843,  and  died  Sept.  23,  1852. 
Rufus  was  born  March  8,  1846,  and  died  Nov.  18, 
of  the  same  year.  Asa  R.  was  born  in  Monroe 
County,  Ohio,  Aug.  25,  1847;  he  resides  with  his 
father.  In  September,  1887,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Clara  Belle  Haworth,  daughter  of  John 
and  Louisa  Haworth.  She  was  born  in  Hardin 
Count}',  Iowa,  her  parents  being  natives  of  Indiana 
and  North  Carolina  respectivelj'.  She  has  borne 
her  husband  one  child.  Her  housewifely  abilities 
are  displayed  in  the  management  of  her  well  ordered 
household.  Joseph,  the  eighth  child  of  our  subject, 
was  born  Nov.  26,  1749.  and  lived  but  a  day. 
Laura  was  born  July  27,  1852,  and  died  Septem- 
ber 10,  following. 

Mr.  Darby  was  the  first  Justice  of  the  Peace  in 
this  county,  being  appointed  by  Gov.  Medary.   At 
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that  time  AVashington  County  covered  an  area 
equal  to  three  times  that  now  comprised  within  its 
bounds,  and  Mr.  Darby's  jurisdiction  extended  over 
nearly  as  much  territor3^  as  the  Congressional  dis- 
trict in  which  he  resides.  He  also  acted  as  County 
Treasurer  when  tlie  annual  revenue  of  the  county 
did  not  exceed  1300.  He  represented  Washing- 
ton County  in  the  State  Legislature  two  terms,  in 
1865  and  1869.  The  office  of  School  Director 
has  also  been  held  by  him.  All  the  public  positions 
he  has  tilled  have  found  him  equal  to  an  intelligent, 
[ironipt  and  faithful  discharge  of  their  duties.  In 
enrly  years  he  was  an  old  line  Whig.  His  anti- 
shivery  convictions  naturally  led  him  to  join  the 
i;e|)ublican  partj^  in  1856,  and  he  has  remained 
with  it  ever  since.  At  various  times  he  has  been 
a  delegate  to  congressional  and  county  conven- 
ticins.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
(Imrcii.  His- hair  and  gray  side  whiskers  give  him 
a  Venerable  and  digniBed  appearance,  and  although 
seventy-four  years  old,  his  face  'is  kindly  and  In- 
tel I  ineiit.  his  manner  genial,  and  his  life  has  been 
iipriejit,  industrious  and  honorable. 

^.^"LFRED  B.  FOSTER,  a  pioneer  of  1870, 
(@/lJ|!  established  himself  in  Mulberry  Township, 
Clay  County,  on  sections  27  and  34,  tak- 
ing up  160  acres  of  land  when  the  countr}- 
him  was  wild  and  uncultivated,  and  over 
foot  of  a  white  man  had  seldom  passed, 
since  maintained  his  residence  here  and  wit- 
with  warm  interest  the  growth  and  develop- 
ment of  the  commonwealth  which  had  passed 
through  so  many  scenes  of  violence  and  bloodshed. 
In  the  struggle  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Union 
JNlr.  Foster  has  had  a  hand,  having  enlisted  in 
July,  1862,  in  Company  I,  96th  Illinois  Infantry, 
under  Capt.  Barker,  the  regiment  being  commanded 
by  Col.  Champion.  They  were  soon  ordered  to  the 
front,  and  Mr.  Foster  participated  in  all  the  engage- 
ments of  his  regiment,  eighteen  in  number,  and  es- 
caped without  a  scratch,  being  ready  to  report  fQr 
duty  on  all  occasions.  The  96th  Illinois  was  one 
of  tlie  leading  regiments  of  that  State  and  did  some 
hard   fighting,    covering  itself  with   glory.     Upon 


receiving  his  honorable  discharge,  in  July,  1865. 
Mr.  Foster  returned  to  Jo  Daviess  County,  111.,  and 
thence  a  year  later,  went  to  Iowa  Falls,  Iowa,  where 
he  occupied  himself  in  the  transfer  business. 

Later  Mr.  Foster  returned  to  Illinois,  and 
from  there  went  to  Wisconsin,  where  he  lived 
one  year,  coming  thence  to  Kansas.  He  was  born 
in  what  was  then  the  very  small  village  of  Galena, 
111.,  May  28,  1839,  of  parents  who  had  settled  in 
that  region  during  its  pioneer  days.  His  father. 
J.  W.  Foster,  was  at  one  time  a  prosperous  business 
man  of  Galena,  where  he  settled  as  early  as  1825. 
Later  he  removed  to  Alamakee  Countj',  Iowa, where 
his  death  occured  in  1879,  when  he  was  past  seventy 
years  old.  He  was  a  Republican,  politically,  and 
belonged  to  the  United  Brethren  Church. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  first  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Emma  Lattimore,  the  mother  of  Al- 
fred B:,  who  died  in  Galena  when  the  latter  was 
about  twelve  years  old.  There  had  been  born  to 
her  and  her  husband  four  sons  and  one  daughter. 
Alfred  B.  attended  the  Galena  schools  until  ap- 
proaching his  majority  and  gaining  a  fair  idea  of 
business,  assisting  his  father.  The  latter  after  los- 
ing his  property  turned  his  attention  to  farming. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  was  first  married  in 
Thompson,  Jo  Daviess  Co.,  111.,  to  Miss  Sarah  M. 
JIatson  who  was  born,  reared  and  married  in  that 
county,  and  who  died  six  months  after  the  wedding, 
at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years  and  six  months. 
She  possessed  those  qualities  of  heart  and  mind 
which  greatly  endeared  her  to  her  husband  and 
friends,  by  whom  her  name  is  held  in  tender  re- 
membrance. In  1873  Mr.  Foster  contracted  a  sec- 
ond matrimonial  alliance  with  Miss  Lila  Stewart, 
whose  mother  had  died  when  she  was  very  young, 
and  who  came  to  Kansas  with  her  father  not  long- 
afterward.  Mr.  Stewart  settled  on  a  farm  in  Mul- 
berry Township,  Clay  County,  where  he  spent  the 
remainder  of  his  life.  His  daughter  was  reared 
chiefly  by  her  brother  in  Topeka.  Of  her  union 
with  our  subject  there  were  born  four  children — 
Frank  W.,  Hattie  M.,  Allie  B.  and  Jesse  M.  Mrs. 
Lila  Foster  departed  this  life  at  the  homestead  in 
Mulberry  Township,  May  29,  1889.  Mr.  Foster  is 
a  Methodist  in  religion  as  were  both  of  his  wives, 
and  in  politics,  he  is  a  Republican.     He  has  served 
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as  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  District  Treasurer,  and 
is  at  present  District  Clerk. 

Mr.  Foster  suffered  great  loss  by  fire  in  1879, 
nearly  all  his  buildings  being  destroyed  and 
no  insurance.  Making  the  best  of  circumstan- 
ces, however,  he  recovered  his  losses  as  well  as  he 
could,  and  is  now  again  comfortably  situated,  hav- 
ing rebuilt  and  replaced  most  of  that  which  was 
lost.  He  is  a  memljer  of  Subordinate  Lodge.  I.  O. 
().  F.,  at  Clifton,  and  was  a  charter  member  of  the 
I.  O.  O.  F.  Lodge  in  Clay  Center. 


M  ARGARET  READ,  widow  of  Rev.  William 
i\\  Read,  owns  a  beautiful  home  on  North 
Fifth  street,  at  the  corner  of  Webster 
Street,  Clay  Center,  Cla3'  County,  the  resi- 
dence having  been  built  by  her  husband  a  few 
3-ears  before  his  death.  She  was  born  in  Manches- 
ter, England,  May  30,  1834,  and  in  the  city  of  her 
nativity  was  united  in  marriage  to  the  gentleman 
whose  name  she  now  bears.  Her  maiden  name  was 
Martin,  and  the  ceremony  by  which  it  was  changed, 
took  place  in  Manchester  Cathedral  on  June  14, 
1857. 

Eight  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Read, 
four  of  whom  are  still  living.  Sarah  died  Oct. 
22,  1880,  aged  about  sixteen  years,  and  three  died 
quite  3'oung.  The  living  are:  Phoebe,  now  Mrs. 
Fvrncst  Pinkerton,  of  this  city  and  the  mother  of 
three  children;  F]nima  and  Clara  J.,  still  at  home; 
and  William  Brooks,  now  at  school.  Mrs.  Read  is  a 
lady  of  fine  character,  and  is  highly  spoken  of  by 
all  who  know  her. 

William  Read,  now  deceased,  was  born  in  Man- 
chester, England,  Feb.  3,  1835,  and  was  educated 
in  the  Renshaw  Street  Acadamy  of  his  native  place. 
He  continued  to  reside  in  England  until  the  close 
of  the  last  war  in  the  United  States,  being  for 
some  time  engaged  in  the  local  ministry  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  On  coming  to  Amer- 
ica he  first  located  at  Boston,  where  he  worked  in 
S.  D.  Smith's  organ  factory.  Subsequently,  coming 
farther  West,  he  studied  for  the  ministry  at  Al- 
bion, (Mich.)  University.     After  his  ordination  as 


minister  of  the  Baptist  Church,  his  first  pastorate 
was  at  Dowagiac,  Mich.  Following  this  came 
charges  at  Kaneville,  111. ;  Reading,  Mich. ;  Amboy, 
Mich.;  and  Pioneer,  Ohio,  after  which  Mr.  Read 
came  to  Clay  Center  as  pastor  for  the  First  Bap- 
tist Church  of  this  place.  He  served  in  this  capa- 
city until  1880,  when,  after  the  death  of  his 
mother,  he  went  to  Manchester,  England,  to  receive 
money  due  him.  He  remained  in  his  native  land 
seven  months,  visiting  his  friends  and  the  scenes 
of  his  bojhood,  after  which  he  returned  to  Amer- 
ica and  retired  from  the  continuous  work  of  the 
ministr}-,  serving,  however,  as  a  supply  until  the 
time  of  his  fatal  illness.  He  erected  the  fine  resi- 
dence which  his  widow  now  occupies,  and  also  se- 
cured the  ownership  of  the  People's  National  Bank 
block.  His  death  took  place  March  3,  1888,  he  be- 
ing aged  flft3-three  3'ears. 

Mr.  Read  was  an  educated  and  able  expounder  of 
the  truths  of  the  Gospel,  and  having  been  blessed 
with  such  means  as  enabled  him  give  up  the  more 
arduous  duties  which  devolve  upon  a  pastor,  there 
was  left  for  his  occupancy  a  large  field  of  usefulnes.s 
in  the  service  of  humanitj'  and  the  Master.  His 
death,  in  the  prime  of  life,  was  an  abrupt  in- 
terruption to  his  useful  career,  and  a  sad  bereave- 
ment to  his  sorrowina;  wife  and  family. 


y 


ILLIAM  MURDOCK,  Postmaster  of  Clif- 
ton, Washington  Count3%  is  discharging 
the  duties  of  his  official  position  in  a  well- 
appointed  building,  centrally  located  on  Parallel 
street,  and  which  was  erected  b3'  him  with  a  view 
to  the  accommodation  of  this  office.  lie  came  to 
this  city  in  November,  1884,  although  having  been 
a  resident  of  Washington  Count3'  since  a  bo3'  of 
fifteen  3'ears.  Prior  to  assuming  the  duties  of  his 
present  office,  he  was  a  dealer  in  flour  and  feed  for 
about  three  years.  He  is  a  Western  man,  having 
been  born  in  Waukesha  Count3',  AVis.,  Nov.  17, 
1856,  and  is  still  a  young  man,  approaching  the 
thirty-third  year  of  his  age. 

Mr.  Murdock  is  a  descendant  of  one  of  the  best 
nationalities  on  the  face  of  the  globe,  being  a  son 
of  James  Murdock,  a  native  of  Scotland  and   of 
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Presbyterian  stock.  The  latter  was  reared  to  farm- 
ing pursuits  and  married  a  lady  of  his  own  country, 
Miss  Agnes  McKinnan.  Soon  after  marriage  tlie 
young  people  set  out  for  the  United  States  and 
after  a  safe  voyage  landed  in  New  York  City, 
whence  they  proceeded  to  Bedford.  Mass.,  and  be- 
gan life  together  near  that  place  on  a  farm.  Fifteen 
years  later,  and  after  the  birth  of  all  l)ut  one  of 
their  children,  they  emigrated  to  Wisconsin,  set- 
tling twenty  miles  west  of  the  present  city  of  Mil- 
waukee. The  father  took  charge  of  a  tract  of  new 
land  from  which  he  improved  a  farm,  operating  as  a 
lessee,  and  there  the  mother  died  Aug.  12,  1869.  In 
1871  the  father  and  his  children  came  to  Kansas, 
locating  in  Washington  Countj',  where  the  eldest 
son  John  had  preceded  them  in  the  spring  of  1870. 
Tiiey  took  up  a  homestead  claim  in  what  is  now 
Bradford  Township.  The  father  was  a  great  suf- 
ferer from  asthma  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
Oct.  28,  1877,  when  he  was  sixty-six  years  old.  He 
had  been  carefully  reared  in  the  doctrines  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  to  which  he  faithfully  ad- 
hered all  his  life.  After  the  organization  of  the 
Republican  part}'  he  became  one  of  its  close  ad- 
herents, supporting  its  principles  until  the  end. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  youngest  child 
of  his  parents,  whose  family  consisted  of  five  sons 
and  five  daughters,  only  four  of  whom  are  living. 
John  married  Mrs.  Rebecca  (^Short)  Cramer  and  is 
farming  in  Bradford  Township,  Kan.;  Mary  is  the 
wife  of  Perrj'  B.  Moore  and  they  live  on  a  farm  near 
Illinois  City,  111.;  Ella  is  the  wife  of  J.  G.  Baldwin,  a 
farmer  of  Monroe  County,  Wis.  William,  onr  sub- 
ject, like  his  brothers  and  sisters,  received  his  edu- 
cation in  the  common  school  and  after  the  death  of 
his  mother  commenced  to  earn  his  own  living.  He 
was  mostly  engaged  in  farming  pursuits  during  his 
younger  years  and  in  due  time  secured  the  tract  of 
land  in  Bradford  Township,  from  which  he  has  con- 
structed a  good  homestead.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years  he  was  married  in  this  township  to  Miss 
Alice  Rusco.  This  lady  was  born  in  Wood  County, 
Ohio,  Nov.  23,  1856.  and  came  to  Kansas  with  her 
parents  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years.  Her  father. 
Josiah  Rusco,  is  still  living  at  the  homestead  which 
lie  built  up  in  Bradford  Township.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  Ohio  to  Miss  Catherine  Dilts,  who  is  still  by 


his  side.  Mrs.  Murdock  received  a  very  good  edu- 
cation and  remained  with  her  parents  until  her 
marriage.  The  four  children  resulting  from  this 
union  were  named  Bertha  M.,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  two  years;  Elmer  D.,  Bessie  M.  and  Ada  L.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Murdock  are  regular  attendants  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  and  Mr.  Murdock,  politically,  af- 
fllliates  with  the  Republican  party.  With  the  ex- 
ception of  serving  as  a  Councilman  he  has  kept 
himself  aloof  from  the  responsibilities  of  office. 


j^^  AMUEL  J.  ;M0LBY.  This  gentleman  has 
^^^  been  identified  with  the  agricultural  inter- 
ll^_3)  ests  of  Washington  County  for  a  score  of 
years.  He  is  the  owner  and  occupant  of  a 
fine  farm  on  Section  1,  Sherman  Township.  It  con- 
sists of  160  acres  of  fertile  land,  supplied  with  all 
the  adequate  and  substantial  improvements.  There 
he  is  cariying  on  a  successful  farm  life. 

Mr.  Molby  was  born  in  VanBuren,  Ononda- 
ga Co.,  N.  Y..  Sep.  9,  1844.  His  father,  Samuel 
Molby,  was  a  native  of  the  same  county.  In  1866, 
he  removed  to  Hillsdale  Count}-,  Mich.,  where  he 
resided  until  his  death.  He  was  a  farmer  in 
fair  circumstances  at  the  time  of  his  decease. 
During  bis  life  he  held  several  minor  offices 
His  ancestry  was  traced  to  the  sturdy  Scotch, 
members  of  the  family  having  come  to  this 
country  at  '  an  enrly  day.  He  married  Miss 
Rilliar  Griffith,  a  native  of  New  Y'ork  State, 
where  her  father,  Carey  Griffith,  was  also  born. 
She  departed  this  life  in  1873,having  borne  ten  chil- 
dren: Sarah  J.,  Chester  J.,  Isaac  C,  Samuel  J., 
Martin  E.  Joseph  P.  and  Maria  N. — all  of  whom  are 
living  except  Isaac — David  B.  and  a  twin  brother 
who  died  in  infancy ;  David  died  aged  five  years, 
and  one  other  infant  who  died  unnamed. 

Samuel  J.  Molby  was  reared  and  received  his 
early  education  in  his  native  county,  his  home  be- 
ing upon  a  farm.  At  the  age  of  twenty  he  went  to 
Hillsdale  County,  Mich.,  where  he  remained  three 
years.  He  then,  in  1867,  went  to  Kankakee,  111., 
in  which  place  he  remained  a  year.  Returning  to 
Michigan  he  spent  a  year  in  VanBuren  County, 
whence  he  returned  to  Kankakee.     In   1869  he  be- 
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came  a  resident  of  this  county,  securing  the  land 
which  he  now  occupies,  under  the  Homestead  Act. 

The  rites  of  wedlock  were  celebrated  between  our 
subject  and  Miss  Adelia  Molony,  June  10,  1876. 
The  bride  was  born  in  Wisconsin,  and  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  Henry  and  Maria  (Powell)  Molony.  Her 
parents  were  natives  of  the  Emerald  Isle  and  came 
to  this  country  in  1830.  They  first  settled  in  New 
York,  whence  they  removed  to  Wisconsin.  In 
1868  they  came  to  this  county,  where  Mr.  Molony 
died  at  the  age  of  eiglity-seven  years.  Mrs.  Molony 
still  survives  and  has  now  reached  the  age  of  eighty- 
five  years.  Both  were  enrolled  among  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Mr.  Molony 
during  his  life  was  engaged  in  the  pursuit  of  agri- 
culture. 

The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Molony  was  blessed 
by  the  birth  of  the  following  children,  named  re- 
spectively: Adelia  H.,  Maria,  Annie,  deceased, 
Maggie,  James,  John,  deceased,  and  David;  three 
children  named  Henry,  William  and  Catherine  are 
deceased. 

Mr.  Molby  is  regarded  by  his  fellow-citizens  as  a 
man  of  integrity,  industry  and  good  repute,  and  has 
many  friends  among  the  people  where  he  has  so  long 
resided.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Molby  are  the  parents  of 
four  children:  Fred  A.,  born  Jan.  5,  1878;Mariah 
B.,  born  March  25,  1882,  died  Dec.  1,  1886;  Sam- 
uel .L,  born  Dec.  15,  1886;  Walter  D.,  March  22, 
1888. 


^ 


OOBERT  HAMILTON.  Whatever  associa- 
-^  tions  a  Scotchman  may  form  in  later  years, 
\\  or  however  far  from  his  native  land  his  home 
^;may  be,  the  ties  which  bind  him  to  the  land 
of  his  birth  are  firm  and  enduring.  The  gentleman 
above  named,  although  an  American  citizen  for  a 
number  of  years,  has  never  forgotten  his  boyhood's 
home,  and  when  Clay  County  was  properly  divided 
into  regular  townships,  the  one  i-:  which  his  home 
is  situated  was  called  Athelstane  in  honor  of  his  birth- 
place, he,  as  one  of  the  oldest  settlers  therein,  be- 
ing given  the  privilege  of  deciding  on  the  name. 

The    father  of  our  subject  was  Robert  Hamilton, 
a  native  of  the  west  of  Scotland,  where  his   death 


occurred.  His  occupation  was  that  of  a  gardener, 
and  he  was  employed  on  a  gentleman's  estate.  He 
married  Miss  Euphemia  Rutherford,  daughter  of 
Walter  Rutherford,  also  natives  of  Scotland.  The 
union  was  blessed  by  the  birth  of  three  children — 
John,  Elizabeth,  and  Robert.  The  oldest  son  died 
at  the  age  of  twentj'-one  j^ears.  Elizabeth  accom- 
panied her  brother  Robert  to  America  as  his  house- 
keeper, and  married  Thomas  A.  Coatswith  of  Wake- 
field. 

Robert  Hamilton  was  born  near  the  village  of 
Athelstaneford.  in  Haddingtonshire,  Scotland,  July 
15,  1843,  and  was  reared  in  the  rural  districts.  He 
was  taught  to  do  farm  and  garden  work,  and  assisted 
his  fatlier  until  about  twenty-two  years  old.  He 
then  went  to  London,  and  for  five  years  was  employ- 
ed as  a  clerk  or  traveling  salesman  for  an  agricul- 
tural and  fertilizing  house.  He  then  accompanied  the 
Wakefield  Colonj-  from  England  to  Kansas,  and 
settled  on  a  homestead  on  section  26.  of  what  is 
now  Athelstane  Township.  He  had  a  small  amount 
of  money  and  at  once  commenced  improving  his 
estate.  His  first  breaking  was  done  in  1870,  he 
paying  *5  per  acre  for  it.  The  following  year  he 
began  farming,  and  for  three  years  raised  good 
crops.  In  1874  he  had  a  good  yield  of  wheat,  but 
no  corn.  In  1879,  he  had  some  corn  but  no  wheat, 
tlie  latter  having  been  entirely  destroyed  by  a  hail 
storm,  while  farms  a  short  distance  from  his  own 
escaped  injury.  The  four  years  following  1885, 
farmers  in  northern  Kansas  had  very  short  crops, 
that  of  1887,  being  almost  a  failure.  The  last  sea- 
son (1889)  has  been  a  good  one. 

Mr.  Hamilton  is  one  of  the  oldest  settlers  in  Athel- 
stane. When  he  first  arrived,  the  country  was  full 
of  Texas  cattle;  antelope,  deer,  and  such  game,  were 
plentiful,  and  the  buffalo  were  only  about  seventy 
miles  west.  The  conveniences  of  life  were  hard  to 
obtain.  Junction  City  being  the  nearest  trading 
point.  From  that  place  IMr.  Hamilton  hauled  all 
the  lumber  whicli  he  used  in  improving  his  estate. 
Being  a  single  man.  he  built  a  small  house  at  first, 
and  •'bached"  it  therein  for  some  years.  He  has 
added  160  acres  by  purchase  to  his  original  estate, 
and  has  the  entire  acreage  well-improved  and  thor- 
oughly cultivated.  The  contrast  between  the  dis. 
advantages  of  his  earl}'  life  here,  and  the  situation 
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now  that  towns  and  postofflces  are  near,  and  railroads 
make  supplies  handy  and  prices  reasonable,  is  one 
wliicli  he  often  notes. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Hamilton  took  place  on 
Feb.  'i-i.  1877,  the  bride  being  Miss  Mary  A.  An- 
derson, a  native  of  Perthshire,  Scotland.  .She  had 
.accompanied  her  father,  John  Anderson,  on  a  visit 
to  Kansas  and  was  persuaded  to  remain  as  the  wife 
(if  our  subject.  Her  father  returned  ,alone  to  Scot- 
land, and  died  two  years  later,  being  then  seventy- 
si.x  j^ears  old.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hamilton  four 
cliildren  have  been  born,  namely — Robert  A.,  .Tolin 
W..  Thomas  C,  and  Hiizel  G. 

Mr.  Hamilton  is  a  Democrat  in  politics.  He  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church- 
Both  are  worthy  citizens,  being  possessed  of  the 
sterling  traits  of  character  which  belong  to  the  race 
from  which  they  sprang. 


,^^  LINTON  D.  MOLBY  is  of  Scotch  extraction, 
[if  his   ancestry  being  traced  to  a  certain  Lord 

^^^''Maltbj-.  as  the  name   was  originally  spelled- 
The  early  members  of  the  family  were  men  of  great 
strength  and   verj-  large.     The  grandfather  of  our 
subject  was  Chester  Molby,  who  had  a  son  John, 
born   in   Onondaga  Countj-,  N.Y.,  about  the  year 
1«18.     This  John  Molby  was  a  farmer  and  passed 
his  entire  life  in  his  native  county.      In  politics   he 
was  a  Democrat.      He  was  in  only  moderate  finan- 
cial  circumstances.     In   183.3,   he   v  as  married   in 
Onondaga  County  to  Miss  Clarissa  Holcomb.      She 
was  born  in  Massachusetts  in   1814,  and  was    the   ! 
daughter  of  Abijah  Holcomb.     She  is  still  living  at   [ 
a  ripe  old  age.     .Tohn  and  Clarissa  Molby  became   ! 
the  parents  of  eight  children :  Alvira,  Almira,  Emily, 
Clinton  D..  William  W..  George  W..  Frank  H..  and    j 
Irvin  J. 

The  subject  of  tiiis  brief  memoir  was  the  fourth 
child,  and  was  born  in  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y., 
-Ian.  6,  1844.  He  was  reared  on  a  farm,  and  received 
a  good  common-school  education.  In  1866,  he  re- 
moved to  Lee  Countj^  111.,  where  he  remained  until 
the  spring  of  1870,  at  which  date  be  removed  to 
Washington  County,  Kan.  He  homesteaded  160 
acres  on  section  5,  Barnes  Township,  where  he  still 


resides.  He  has  since  purchased  eighty  additional 
acres.'  He  gives  considerable  attention  to  the  stock 
bnsinessand  feeds  his  grain,  beside  purchasing  con- 
siderable. He  started  in  life  on  a  small  capital  and 
has  made  his  own  fortune.  His  farm  is  a  very  fine 
one,  having  excellent  improvements,  and  Mr.  Molby 
is  considered  one  of  the  best  farmers  in  the  town- 
ship. He  takes  a  great  interest  in  his  home,  and 
well  he  may,  as  it  is  one  of  tlie  most  attractive  in 
this  section  of  country. 

In  Miss  Harriet  A.  Hatch,  daughter  of  Harvey 
and  Harriet  (Tyler)  Hatch,  of  Onondaga  County. 
N.Y.,  Mr.  Molby  found  the  cliaracter  which  he  de- 
sired in  a  companion.  With  this  ladyhewiis  united 
in  marriage  Feb.  12.  1866.  The  parents  of  tlie 
bride  were  natives  of  New  York  and  Vermont,  re- 
spectivehs  and  in  the  former  State  she  was  born 
Feb.  21,  1841.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Molby  have  been 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  three  children:  Bertha  D.. 
who  died  when  four  years  old;  Mamie  A.,  and 
George  H. 

Mr.  Molby  is  a  stalwart  Republican.  Although 
not  connected  with  any  church,  he  and  his  family 
are  regular  attendants  of  church  and  Sunday-school, 
and  he  is  a  liberal  contributor  to  all  church  and 
charitable  organizations.  He  stands  high  in  tlie 
esteem  of  his  fellow  men,  and  his  estimable  wife 
shares  in  their  respect. 


V 


ILLIAM  .SCHWARTZ.  This  gentleman  is 
not  only  one  of  the  most  prominent  farmers 
of  Swede  Creek  Township,  but  with  his  es- 
timable wife  is  an  esteemed  citizen,  more  than  ordi- 
narily intelligent,  well-educated,  especially  in  the 
German  tongue,  and  of  that  progressive  train  of 
thought  which  appreciates  the  value  of  familj'  his- 
tory, and  coming  from  a  race  of  which  they  may  well 
be  proud.  They  are  in  good  circumstances,  as  the 
result  of  their  own  industry  and  frugality,  and,  in 
fact,  occupy  a  position  in  the  front  rank<  in  their 
commnnitj-.  The  Schwartz  homestead  embraces 
240  acres  of  prime  land  on  section  26,  Swede  Creek 
Township,  Riley  County. 

The  Grand  Duchy  of  Mecklenburg,  Gerraanj^w.as 
the  early  home  of  our  subject,  and  where  his  birth 
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took  plaue  May  31,  1833.  He  was  reared  ainiti  the 
quiet  pursuits  of  farm  lifft,  and  was  placed  in  school 
at  an  early  age,  pursuing  his  studies  until  a  lad  of 
fourteen  years.  At  the  same  time  he  was  trained 
to  habits  of  industry,  and  soon  after  leaving  school, 
began  working  out  on  a  farm  by  the  year,  follow- 
ing this  until  twenty-one  years  old.  and  turning 
over  his  earnings  to  his  parents. 

Soon  after  reaching  his  majoritj'.  young  Schwartz 
enlisted  as  a  soldier  in  the  German  army,  in  the 
2d  Regiment  of  Infantry,  being  in  active  service 
two  years,  and  later  being  held  as  a  reserve  for  four 
years.  During  the  latter  period  he  worked  on 
a  farm  and  resided  in  Mecklenburg  until  1868.  He 
had  now  made  up  his  mind  to  emigrate  to  America, 
and  in  June  of  the  above-mentioned  year,  accom- 
panied by  his  family,  embarked  at  Hamburg  on  the 
steamer  "Bovena,"  and  fourteen  days  later,  landed 
safely  in  New  York  City.  Thence  he  came  directly 
to  Riley  County,  Kan.,  locating  in  Center  Town- 
ship, to  which  his  brother  Frederick  had  preceded 
him,  and  he  worked  for  the  latter  one  year.  In 
1870  he  homesteaded  forty  acres  of  raw  land  in 
Jackson  Township,  which  lie  improved  and  culti- 
vated, and  sold  five  years  later.  Soon  afterward  he 
purchased  a  part  of  that  which  he  now  owns,  and 
to  which  he  later  added  as  his  means  justified.  A 
stream  of  running  water  passes  through  the  farm, 
which  is  thus  amply  watered  and  very  fertile.  Mr. 
Schwartz  has  a  comfortable  residence  and  a  good 
barn,  an  orchard  and  a  fine  yard.  He  makes  a  spec- 
ialty of  graded  cattle. 

Before  leaving  his  native  land,  Mr.  Schwartz  was 
married  in  July,  1861,  to  Miss  Augusta,  daughter  of 
John  Sahs.  The  latter  was  a  native  of  Prussia,  but 
in  early  manhood  removed  to  Mecklenburg,  where 
he  engaged  as  a  laborer,  and  spent  tlie  remainder 
of  his  life.  He  was  an  honest  citizen,  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Lutheran  Church.  He  married  Miss 
Sophia  Simes,  a  native  of  Mecklenburg,  who  sur- 
vived liim  many  years,  and  also  died  in  Mecklen- 
burg. 

Mrs.  .Schwartz  was  one  of  fifteen  children  born 
to  her  parents,  five  of  wlioni  are  living:  Sophia  re- 
mains a  resident  of  her  native  (iermany;  John 
emigrated  to  America,  and  resides  in  Woodstock, 
111.;  Jorgen  lives  near  the  city  of  Berlin,  Germany^ 


and  had  two  sons  in  the  Body  Guard  of  Emperor 
Frederick;  Augusta,  Mrs.  Schwartz,  is  next  to  the 
j'ouugest  living;  William  lives  in  Prussia. 

Mrs.  Schwartz  was  trained  to  habits  of  industry, 
and  from  the  age  of  fourteen,  until  her  marriage, 
lived  independently,  supporting  herself.  Of  her 
union  with  our  subject,  there  have  been  born  four 
children,  the  eldest  of  whom,  a  son,  William,  mar- 
ried Miss  Emma  Nehenkie;  a  miller  by  trade,  he 
is  employed  at  Winkler's  Mill.  Adolph  married 
Miss  Albertine  Rickson,  and  is  farming  in  Swede 
Creek  Township;  Henry  remains  at  home  with  his 
parents;  Charles  is  experimenting  as  a  miner  in  the 
Black  Hills.  Mr.  Schwartz  has  always  been  warmly 
interested  in  the  establishment  and  maintenance  of 
schools,  and  assisted  in  the  organization  of  his 
school  district  as  well  as  in  the  erection  of  the 
building.  He  oHiciated  as  Clerk  six  years,  and  as 
a  Director  four  years.  Politically,  he  is  a  Demo- 
crat, and  religiously  an  active  member  of  the  Lu- 
theran Church  at  Fancy  Creek. 


u 


ILLIAM  H.  BOULDIN.  No  citizens  of 
this  broad  land  are  so  proud  of  their  line- 
age as  those  who  come  of  a  long  line  of 
Virginia's  sons.  And  well  maj'  they  be  glad  to  be 
numbered  among  the  natives  of  a  State  that  has 
given  such  names  as  AVashington,  JeiJerson,  Madi- 
son, Monroe.  Clay,  Henry,  and  a  host  of  others, 
who  will  be  honored  as  long  as  the  American  Re- 
public stands,  or  history  endures.  The  gentle- 
man whose  name  initiates  our  sketch,  not  only 
claims  descent  from  a  long  line  of  Virginia  ances- 
try, but  is  also  a  descendant  of  the  famous  princess, 
Pocahontas.  He  is  a  fine  type  of  the  Virginia  gen- 
tleman, being  hospitable,  well-read,  and  with  the 
courteous  manners  of  his  people. 

The  birth  of  Mr.  Bouldin  took  place  in  Pitts^l- 
vania  County,  Va.,  March  27,  1813.  He  was  reared 
on  a  farm,  the  most  of  his  early  life  being  spent  in 
Henry  County,  and  received  a  good  common- 
school  education.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  be- 
gan the  manufacture  of  tobacco,  and  subsequently 
became  salesman  for  a  Danville  firm.  When  twenty. 
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five  years  old  lie  went,  to  Alabama,  and  was  the 
overseer  on  a  large  plantation  there  for  thirteen 
years.  He  then  returned  to  his  native  State,  where 
he  continued  to  reside  until  1867.  at  whieh  time  h^ 
eame  to  Kansas. 

Mr.  Bouldin's  first  settlement  in  this  State  was 
in  Ottawa  County,  where  he  lived  three  years.  At 
the  date  of  his  arrival  in  the  State,  President  John- 
son had  not  signed  the  Homestead  Bill,  giving  the 
right  to  settlers  to  take  up  claims,  but  when  Mr. 
Bouldin  came  to  Clay  Count}-,  in  1870,  that  right 
had  been  granted,  and  he  took  advantage  of  it,  fil- 
ing on  a  tract  of  land  in  Chapman  Township.  Very 
little  land  was  entered  in  the  vicinity,  and  none 
broken,  and  an  adobe  hut  was  considered  a  fine 
residence.  Our  subject  lived  in  a  tent  until  he 
could  get  such  a  hut  built,  and  then,  taking  posses- 
sion of  it,  he  continued  to  make  it  his  home  for 
about  seven  years.  He  then  purchased  an  80-acre 
tract  that  had  a  small  house  on  it,  and  lived  there 
till  he  built  a  good  residence  on  his  homestead, 
where  he  has  since  resided.  Mr.  Bouldin  had  small 
means  when  he  came  West,  and  was  compelled  to 
undergo  many  hardships  in  the  early  years  here; 
liut  he  has  overcome  the  discouragements  and  dif- 
ficulties of  those  days,  and  now  enjoys  most  of  the 
comforts  and  ease  of  life.  He  has  raised  the  usual 
crops  cultivated  in  Kansas — wheat,  corn  and  oats, 
and  has  made  enough  to  supply  his  needs,  except 
in  1888,  when  his  grain  crop  was  a  total  failure. 
He  has  now  abandoned  wheat-raising;  his  yield  of 
corn  and  oats  was  very  satisfactory  this  season 
(1889). 

Mr.  Boulden  was  an  adherent  of  the  cause  of  the 
South  during  the  late  Civil  War,  though  too  old  for 
military  service.  One  son  gave  his  strength  to  the 
Confederacy,  battling  under  the  command  of  the 
brilliant  cavalry  leader.  Gen.  .Tubal  A.  Early.  This 
son  was  visited  by  the  father  while  in  the  service, 
and  encoui'aged  in  his  soldierly  duties  and  exploits. 
The  young  man  was  captured  by  the  Union  forces 
three  times,  but  twice  escaped.  The  third  time  he 
■was  taken  to  Point  Lookout,  where  he  was  held  a 
prisoner  of  war  till  near  the  close  of  the  contest. 
He  is  now  living  in  this  State. 

During  his  residence  in  Alabama,  Mr.  Bouldin 
was  united  with  the  lady  of  his  choice.  Miss  Sarah 


W.  Shelton,  daughter  of  Charles  Shelton,  an  old 
acquaintance  of  the  father  of  the  bridegroom.  The 
happy  union  was  blessed  by  the  birth  of  seven 
children :  .John,  Ann  G.,  William  R.,  Mary  W., 
Martha  A.,  Charles,  and  Robert  A.,  deceased.  The 
wife  and  mother  died  March  29, 1889,  at  the  age  of 
seventy  years,  deeply  regretted  by  all  who  knew 
her. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  was  the  only 
child  born  to  his  parents.  Pleasant  N.  and  Nancy 
(Pace)  Bouldin.  His  father  was  in  the  War  of 
1812,  and  was  taken  sick  at  Norfolk,  Va.,  and  died 
there,  while  in  the  service.  His  widow  survived 
him  many  years,  and  coming  to  Kansas  with  her 
son's  family,  died  here  in  1875,  at  the  age  of 
ninety-two  years  and  six  months.  She  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  William  Pace,  of  the  Old  Dominion. 

Mr.  Bouldin  is  a  Democrat,  and  a  stanch  sup- 
porter of  the  principles  in  which  he  believes.  His 
wile  was  a  devoted  Presbyterian,  and  of  that  church 
he  is  an  attendant.  Mr.  Bouldin  not  only  pos- 
sesses the  more  noticeable  traits  of  the  Virginian, 
.but  is  a  man  of  integrity  and  high  moral  princi- 
ples, and  as  such  gains  the  respect  of  the  people 
whom  he  meets. 


ETER  McALPINE,  one  of  the  most  pub- 
lic-spirited citizens  of  Barnes  Township, 
is  numbered  among  its  leading  farmers, 
occupying  160  acres  of  finely-developed 
land  on  section  2.  He  is  a  general  favorite  in  his 
community,  being  more  than  ordinarily  intelligent, 
social  and  agreeable,  and  a  man  who  makes  friends 
wherever  he  goes.  His  native  place  was  in  Middle- 
sex County,  Province  of  Ontario,  Canada,  where 
his  birth  occurred  Jan.  25,  1845. 

The  scion  of  an  excellent  famil3',the  subject  of  this 
notice  is  the  son  of  Malcolm  McAlpine.who  was  born 
in  Scotland  in  180-t.  He  crossed  the  Atlantic  about 
1830,  settling  in  Middlesex  County,  Canada,  where 
he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  passing  away 
on  the  5th  of  October,  1888,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty-six  years.  He  was  one  of  the  old  landmarks 
of  that  region,  having  lived  on  the  same  farm  for 
more  than  fifty  years.  He  settled  there  when  the 
country  was  in  its  wilil  and  uncultivated  condition, 
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and  wlien  few  white  men  had  ventured  there.  He 
endured  all  the  hardships,  labors  and  privations  of 
life  on  the  frontier,  watching  with  warm  interest 
the  development  of  the  country,  and  being  pros- 
pered in  his  labors,  accumulating  a  large  property- 
He  was  a  man  of  high  moral  character,  and  for 
many  years  before  his  death  an  active  member  of 
the  Baptist  Church,  contributing  liberally  of  his 
means  to  its  advancement  and  prosperity.  He  was 
prominent  in  his  communit}%  holding  many  offices 
of  trust  and  responsibility.  The  paternal  grand- 
father, also  named  Malcolm  McAlpine,  was  likewise 
a  native  of  Scotland. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject 
was  Ann  McAlpine,  and  the  parents  were  married 
in  1837.  Although  bearing  the  same  name  they 
were  not  in  any  wise  related  to  each  other.  The 
mother  was  likewise  a  native  of  Scotland  and  the 
daughter  of  Hugh  McAlpine,  who  was  born  in  the 
same  country  and  who,  it  is  supposed,  spent  his  last 
years  in  Canada.  Peter,  our  subject,  was  the  fifth 
in  a  family'  of  eleven  children  born  to  his  parents, 
and  was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native  county. 
He  was  bred  to  farm  pursuits  from  his  boyhood, 
and  possessed  in  a  marked  degree  those  qualities  of 
honesty  and  industry  which  were  the  salient  points 
in  the  character  of  his  honored  father.  He  re- 
mained in  the  Dominion  until  1880,  then  coming 
to  this  State  purchased  the  land  which  constitutes 
his  present  farm,  and  was  successful  in  its  devel- 
opment and  improvement.  For  the  past  fewj'ears 
he  has  made  a  specialty  of  stock-raising,  with  flat- 
tering results.  The  family  occupy  a  fine,  two-story 
frame  residence,  which  was  erected  in  1886.  The 
barns  and  outbuildings  are  indicative  of  the  enter- 
prise of  the  proprietor.  Everything  about  the 
premises  is  kept  up  in  good  shape,  and  the  home- 
stead forms  an  attractive  picture  in  the  landscape. 

On  the  27th  of  February,  1868,  occcurred  the 
marriage  of  Peter  McAlpine  with  Miss  Margaret 
Hyndman,  of  Middlesex  County,  Canada.  Mrs. 
McAlpine  was  born  Dec.  29,  1845,  in  Canada,  and 
is  the  daughter  of  Peter  and  Isabelle  (McBain) 
Hyndman,  natives  of  Scotland.  The  father  is  de- 
ceased and  the  mother  lives  in  Canada.  Our  subject 
and  his  estimable  wife  are  the  parents  of  nine  ciiil- 
dren,  viz:    Malcolm,   Peter,  Isabel,*  Annie,   Hugh, 


John,  Dan,  Duncan  and  Kva,  Mr.  McAlpine  started 
in  life  dependent  upon  his  own  resources,  and  his 
present  possessions  are  the  result  of  his  industrj-, 
frugality  and  good  judgment.  He  occupies  a  lead- 
ing position  among  the  honored  men  of  his  town- 
ship, witli  whose  interests  he  is  closely  identified, 
and  is  i)erforming  his  share  in  advancing  its  pros- 
perity. 


J p  AMES  P.  LOWE  is  the  son  of  Philip  and 
I  Mary  Ann  (McCleary  )  Lowe,  both  of  whom 
I  were  natives  of  York  County,  Pa.  Their 
/  first  settlement  after  marriage  was  in  Seneca 
County,  Ohio.  They  finally  moved  to  Tuscarawas 
Count3%  whei-e  they  subsequently  died.  The  father 
was  a  farmer.  The  parental  family'  comprised  four 
sons  and  three  daughters,  and  he  of  whom  we  write 
was  the  youngest  member.  He  was  born  in  Tusca- 
rawas County,  Oct.  12,  1843,  and  his  boyhood  and 
youth  were  passed  in  his  native  count}'.  He  found 
employment  as  clerk  at  an  early  age,  and  was  for 
ten  years  in  the  service  of  the  same  man.  When 
twenty  years  old  he  left  home  and  went  to  Bureau 
County,  111.  There  he  remained  four  or  five  years, 
being  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  a  portion 
of  the  time  as  clerk,  and  a  portion  in  business  for 
himself.  Princeton  and  Tiskilwa  were  the  towns 
in  which  he  lived.  From  Illinois  he  removed  to 
Sidney,  Fremont  Co.,  Iowa,  vvhere  he  was  engaged 
as  clerk,  and  in  the  mercantile  business  for  several 
years.  He  next  changed  his  location  to  Gage 
County,  Neb.,  and  erected  the  first  board  shanty 
on  the  reservation  There  he  lived  until  the 
spring  of  1853,  when  he  came  to  Washington 
County.  Kan.  He  located  on  section  23,  Highland 
Township,  where  he  owns  1  60  acres,  which  for  fer- 
tility and  productiveness  will  compare  favorably 
with  the  best  in  the  county.  The  improvements 
which  he  has  made  on  his  farm  are  above  the  aver- 
age in  the  western  part  of  the  Alississippi  Valley. 
Mr.  Lowe  gives  his  attention  whoUj-  to  farming  and 
stock  raising,  and  being  a  man  of  intelligence  and 
keen  observation,  is  j)roving  very  successful  in  his 
new  occupation. 

In   Sidney,   Fremont   Co.,  Iowa,  Mr.    Lowe  was 
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united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Isa  R.  Van  Eaton, 
TLe  ceremony  took  place  Oct.  12,  1870.  The  par- 
ents of  Mrs.  Lowe,  Joshua  and  Rebecca  (Lewis) 
Van  Eaton,  were  natives  of  Ohio;  their  first  liome 
after  marriage  was  near  Jefferson ville,  Ind.,  whence 
they  removed  to  Boone  Count3',  the  same  State. 
Their  daugliter  Isa  was  born  Jan.  15,  1844,  she 
being  the  tenth  in  a  family  of  twelve  children. 
Her  parents  subsequentl}^  removed  to  Fremont 
County,  Iowa,  where  they  died.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lowe  have  been  born  eight  children — Blanche  V., 
Tom  v..  Harry  V.,  Frank  V.,  Grace  V.,  Ralph  V. 
and  May  V.     One  child  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Lowe  is  a  man  who  takes  a  great  interest  in 
educational  affairs,  as  well  as  in  other  movements 
wliicli  tend  to  the  elevation  of  society-.  In  politics 
he  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  principles  of  De- 
mocracy. Mrs.  Lowe  is  a  member  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lowe  are  people  of 
intelligence  and  refinement,  who  manifest  great 
kindness  in  their  family  relations  and  a  cordial 
spirit  in  social  life.  These  traits,  together  with 
their  upright  character,  win  them  the  regard  of 
many  friends,  and  the  respect  of  the  entire  com- 
munity. 


ORSON  S.  CANFIL.  This  gentleman  bears 
the  distinction  of  being  one  of  the  oldest 
settlers  along  the  western  line  of  Washing- 
ton County.  He  was  the  very  first  man  to  settle  on 
Mill  Creek,  locating  while  the  Indians  were  still 
lilentiful,  and  when  as  manj'  as  1,400  of  these  were 
on  his  place  at  one  time.  They  crowded  into  his 
liouse  as  thick  as  they  could  stand,  and  it  kept  him 
busy  watching  them  and  keeping  them  from  carry- 
ing off  eveiy  portable  article  which  he  possessed. 
The  question  naturally  arises  whether  he  stood  in 
fear  of  them  or  not,  but  he  declares  that  he  was  not 
troubled  b3'  this  sentiment,  being  a  man  of  great 
courage,  and  when  he  wished  them  to  withdraw  he 
simply  uttered  the  word  "  poccachee."  and  they 
went  accordingly. 

During  the  Indian  scare  of  1861  or  1862,  people 
came  flying  East  from  Rose  Creek  with  their  teams. 
Mr.  Canfil  endeavored  to  stop  them  and  induce  them 
to  construct  a  fort  out  of  his  log  house  where  they 


could  take  shelter  and  not  be  molested.  They 
would  not  heed  him,  however,  but  fled  on  foot  and 
in  wagons  as  fast  as  they  could.  He,  in  company 
with  another  man.  Mr.  Darby,  followed  them  as  far 
as  the  Little  Blue,  where  they  camped  near  Water- 
ville.  There  they  formed  a  company,  and  taking 
their  horses  went  scouting  to  watch  the  liidians — 
who  were  not  to  be  seen,  having  left  for  other 
parts.  Notwithstanding  the  agitation  and  excite- 
ment Mr.  Canfil  states  that  he  never  knew  of  a 
single  person  being  killed  by  Indians  on  Mill 
Creek. 

Mr.  Canfil  first  came  to  Kansas  with  his  brother 
from  Freeport,  III.,  their  destination  being  Pike's 
Peak.  I'pon  reaching  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  they  en- 
countered people  returning  disgusted  with  the 
Peak,  so  they  settled  in  AVashington  County,  this 
State.  Mr.  Canfil  took  up  a  tract  of  land  upon 
which  he  resided  until  1888  and  prosecuted  farm- 
ing. He  then  removed  to  town  and  engaged  in  the 
hardware  business,  and  has  the  largest  stock  of  ar- 
ticles in  his  line  in  this  locality.  His  residence  is 
a  handsome  stone  structure,  scarcely  equalled  by 
anything  of  the  kind  in    Iladdam  Township. 

The  native  place  of  Mr.  Canfil  was  Columbus, 
Ohio,  and  the  date  of  his  birth  Nov.  13,  1828. 
His  father,  James  Canfil,was  born  near  Newark,  N. 
J.  His  paternal  grandfather  was  likewise  a  native 
of  New  Jersey,  and  served  as  a  private  in  the  Re- 
volutionarj'  War.  Although  of  English  descent  he 
was  a  strong  advocate  of  the  American  cause.  He 
was  by  trade  a  carpenter  and  joiner,  and  after  the 
war  was  over  removed  to  Ohio  where  he  died. 
James  Canfil  followed  brickmaking  in  Columbus. 
Ohio,  but  later  removed  to  another  part  of  Franklin 
County,  where  he  sojourned  a  few  ^-ears,  then  set 
out  for  the  West  and  located  in  Stephenson  Count3-, 
III.,  when  Chicago  was  a  hamlet  of  ten  houses.  He 
entered  land  near  Cedarville — 160  acres — which  he 
improved  and  then  opened  a  brickyard,  the  first  in 
that  region.  The  first  brick  building  erected  in 
Freeport,  was  constructed  of  the  material  which  he 
manufactured.  He  accumulated  a  good  property, 
and  died  upon  the  farm  which  he  had  built  up 
from  the  wilderness, passing  away  in  1887, when  over 
eighty  years  old.     Politically',  he    was  a  Demcrat. 

Mrs.  Sarah    (Ogden)  Canfil,  the  mother  of   our 
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subject,  was  born  in  New  Yoi'k  State,  near  the  me- 
tropolis. Her  father  served  in  the  Revolutionary 
War  and  afterward  removed  to  Ohio,  where  his 
death  took  place.  Mrs.  Canfll  departed  this  life  at 
the  homestead  in  Stephenson  County,  111.,  in  1860. 
There  were  born  to  her  and  her  husband  six  chil- 
dren, viz:  Orson  S.,  Oscar,  George,  Oliver  and 
Tobias,  these  being  deceased,  and  Beatrice,  Mrs. 
Creighton,  of  Washington  County,  this  State.  Orson 
S.  was  a  lad  of  twelve  years  when  his  parents  re- 
moved from  Ohio  to  Illinois.  He  pursued  his  stu- 
dies in  the  log  school-house  built  by  his  father, and 
when  old  enough  learned  brick-making  which  he 
followed  for  a  number  of  years.  Finally,  on  ac- 
count of  his  ill-health  lie  started  out  as  a  peddler, 
selling  his  wares  in  the  lead  mining  regions  and 
also  going  into  Iowa.  He  first  visited  Iowa  and 
later  settled  in  Hardin  County,  where  he  secured  a 
tract  of  land,  but  engaged  as  a  clerk  in  a  mercan- 
tile house.  Later  he  removed  to  Stephenson 
County,  111.,  and  resumed  brick-making,  but  not 
long  afterward  his  eyes  became  affected,  and  for 
four  years  he  was  practically  unfitted  for  anything 
requiring  the  close  use  of  them. 

In  the  spring  of  1859,  Mr.  Canfil  started  out  for 
Pike's  Peak,  as  we  have  already  stated.  Upon  com- 
ing to  Washington  Countj^  Kan.,  he  found  about 
ten  families  in  Haddam  Township,  and  he  'squat- 
ted "  on  the  prairie  on  Mill  Creek  when  deer,  elk, 
wolves  and  buffalo  were  plenty.  For  some  time 
he  was  obliged  to  go  forty  miles  to  Marysville  to 
get  his  plow  sharpened.  He  put  in  his  first  crop  in 
1861,  raising  all  kinds  of  produce.  In  1863  he  re- 
filed  and  took  in  eighty  acres  adjoining,  and  from 
the  fiist  was  successful,  his  laud  being  highly  pro- 
ductive. He  assisted  in  the  organizatian  of  Had- 
dam Township,  being  instrumental  in  giving  to  it  its 
name.  The  mail  in  those  days  was  carried  on 
horseback,  and  for  five  or  six  years  Mr.  Canfil  offi- 
ciated as  Postmaster.  The  office  was  then  discon- 
tinued for  one  year,  when  our  subject  made  ar- 
rangements with  parlies  to  locate  a  store  near  his 
place  and  another  office  was  established.  He  put 
up  a  blacksmith  shop,  and  did  a  good  business  for 
a  little  town.  Mr.  Canfil  established  his  hardware 
business  in  1882.  but  five  years  later  sold  out,  tiieu 
repurchased  in  1888. 


Mr.  Cahfil  became  the  owner  of  400  acres  of  fine 
land,  which  was  largely  devoted  to  live  stock.  In 
1888  he  rented  his  place  and  moved  into  town 
where  he  has  a  comfortable  residence  with  pleasant 
surroundings.  He  was  married  in  December,  1860, 
to  Miss  Phebe  Myers,  who  was  born  in  Carroll 
County,  111.  There  were  born  of  this  union  five 
children,  viz:  Charles, Lawson,  Josephine  (now  de- 
ceased,) Rosa  and  Bud.  Charles  was  the  first 
white  child  born  in  this  county;  he  is  married 
and  assists  his  father  in  the  store.  Rosa  is  mar- 
ried and  living  in  the  northwest  corner  of  the 
State,  in  Cheyenne.     Bud  is  doing  for  himself. 

Mr.  Canfil  contracted  a  second  marriage  in  1872 
with  Miss  Clara  Eastwood.  This  lady  was  born  in 
England,  in  1850,  and  came  to  America  when  six- 
teen years  old.  She  is  now  the  mother  of  five  chil- 
dren, only  three  of  whom  are  living,  Anna,  Roxie 
and  Orson  S.,  Jr. 
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ELIJAH  M.  SHIELDS, 
been  a  resident  of  Washington  County,  for 
more  than  a  score  of  years.  In  July,  1867, 
he  filed  a  claim  for  160  acres  of  land,  located  on 
section  13,  Highland  Township,  which  he  secured 
under  the  Homestead  Act.  During  the  first  three 
or  four  years  of  his  residence  there,  he  followed  the 
trade  of  a  blacksmith  in  connection  with  the  work 
upon  his  farm,  but  since  that  time  has  given  his  at- 
tention wholly  to  agriculture.  The  land  is  thoroughl}' 
cultivated  and  has  been  brought  to  a  high  state  of 
productiveness.  On  it  he  has  made  such  improve- 
ments as  are  usual  among  progressive  farmers. 

Mr.  Shields  was  born  in  Jennings  County,  Ind.. 
Feb.  1,  1824.  He  was  about  one  j'ear  old  when 
las  parents  removed  to  their  native  State,  Tennes- 
see, where  they  lived  about  a  j'ear.  They  then 
removed  to  Decatur  County.  Ind.,  where  the  father. 
Robert  Shields,  afterward  died.  The  mother, 
Elizabeth  (Davis)  Shields,  still  survives  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  ninety  years,  llie  gentleman  of 
whom  we  write  was  the  third  in  a  family  of  five 
children,  and  grew  to  manhood  in  Decatur  County, 
Ind.  When  a  young  man  he  learned  the  trade  of  a 
blacksmith  and  followed   it  in  that  county,  where 
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he  continued  to  make  his  home  until  1866.  He 
then  came  West,  and  the  following  summer,  as 
before  stated,  located  in  Washington  County. 

At  the  home  of  the  bride  in  Decatur  County, 
Ind.,  Sept.  12,  1844,  Mr.  Shields  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Catlierine,  dangliter  of  Jeremiah  and 
Susan  (Patrick)  Morgan.  Mr.  Morgan  was  a 
native  of  Virginia,  and  his  wife  of  ^Maryland. 
Tliey  first  settled  in  Shell>y  County,  Ky.,  where 
their  daughter  Catherine  was  born  March  3,  1825. 
Thence  they  removed  to  Decatur  County,  Ind., 
where  they  died.  Their  family  comprised  nine 
eliildren,  four  older  and  four  younger  than  Mrs. 
Shields. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shields  has  re- 
sulted in  the  l)irth  of  five  children:  Jeremiah, 
married  Ursula  Williford;  William  died  when  eight 
3'ears  old:  Mary  M.  is  the  wife  of  E.  J.  Dunford; 
Jonathan  died  when  three  years  old;  Martha  is  the 
wife  of  William  Hadle}'. 

Mr.  Shields  takes  a  decided  interest  in  all  educa- 
tional affairs  and  has  held  the  various  school  ofBces. 
In  jjolitics  he  is  a  Democrat.  He  has  been  Town- 
ship Trustee  for  two  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shields, 
religiouslj',  are  meml)ers  of  the  Baptist  Church,  in 
which  be  holds  the  offices  of  Deacon  and  Trustee. 
Mr.  Shields  is  a  public  spirited  citizen  and  an  hon- 
orable man.  and  as  such  is  esteemed  by  bis  fellow 
citizen. 


^nHARLES  CASITY,  a  well-known  resident 
|ll^!^  of  Washington  County,  came  to  Northern 

^^'  Kansas  in  1873,  and  purchased  a  "squatter's" 
claim  of  160  acres  on  section  24,  Brantford  Town- 
ship. From  this  wild  uncultivated  tract  of  land  he 
constructed  the  little  homestead  which  he  now  owns 
and  occupies.  He  is  a  Western  man  in  all  respects, 
hauing  been  reared  in  the  town  of  Oconomowoc, 
Waukesha  Co.,  Wis.,  on  a  farm.  He  was  born  in 
New  York  State,  Dec.  17,  1834.  AVhile  a  young 
man  he  emigrated  to  Clayton  Countj-,  Iowa,  where 
he  lived  about  three  years  and  in  the  meantime  was 
married.  Thence  he  came  to  Kansas,  in  the  year 
already  mentioned,  and  is  now  one  of  the  represen- 
tative men  of  AVashins>ton  County. 


After  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War,  Mr. 
Casity,  in  1861,  enlisted  in  the  1st  Wisconsin 
Cavalry  and  served  three  years,  being  mustered 
out  at  Calhoun,  Ga.,  and  receiving  his  honorable 
discharge  in  Louisville.  Ky.  He  engaged  in  many 
of  the  memorable  battles  of  the  war,  but  at  Dan- 
dridge,  E.  Tenn.,  in  the  winter  of  1 863-64  was 
captured  twice  within  two  hours,  escaping  both 
times.  Although  frequently  in  the  thickest  of  the 
fight,  he  was  never  wounded,  and  maintained  his 
usual  good  health  in  spite  of  the  hardships  and 
privations  of  army  life.  Upon  retiring  from  the 
army  he  returned  to  Wisconsin,  and  thence  emi- 
grated to  Iowa.  In  the  latter  State  he  was  mar- 
ried, and  finally  took  up  his  permanent  abode  in 
Kansas. 

The  father  of  our  suijject  was  a  native  of  New 
York  State,  but  further  than  this  fact  his  son  knows 
little  about  him,  as  he  died  when  the  latter  was 
only  two  years  old.  He  likewise  lost  trace  of  his 
mother  subsequently,  being  bound  out  and  reared 
by  strangers  who  removed  to  Wisconsin.  He  was 
at  an  earlj'  age  thrown  upon  his  own  resources,  and 
worked  hard  to  make  his  living.  He  met  with 
various  accidents,  having  his  skull  fractured  at  one 
time  and  other  bones  broken,  but  he  survived  all 
these  catastrophes,  and  acquired  that]iudependence 
of  spirit  which  has  made  him  what  he  is. 

After  becoming  established  in  Kansas,  Mr.  Casity 
counted  up  his  assets  and  found  he  had  a  cash  capital 
of  twenty-five  cents.  lie  had,  however,  a  small 
team  of  mules  and  a  cow,  and  with  this  limited 
amount  of  live-stock  he  commenced  the  improve- 
ment of  his  farm — with  what  excellent  results  have 
already  appeared.  While  a  resident  of  Iowa  he 
was  married,  Dec.  14,  1870,  to  Miss  Cornelia  Bea- 
man.  This  lady  was  born  in  Waukesha  County, 
Wis.,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Hiram  C.  and  Maiy  A. 
(Kilham)  Beaman,  who  were  natives  respectively 
of  Massachusetts  and  New  York  State.  Mr.  Bea- 
man was  taken  by  his  parents  to  the  latter  State 
when  a  mere  child, where  he  was  reared  to  manhood. 
He  emigrated  to  Wisconsin  about  1843.  and  died 
there  in  1880. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.Casity  there  have  been  born  four 
children:  Martha  A.;  Leonard  W.  who  died  aged 
twenty-three    months;  Charles    B.  and  Hiram   D. 
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Politically,  our  subject  votes  the  Democratic  ticket. 
In  view  of  his  annj'  record  it  is  scarcely  necessary 
to  say  that  during  the  National  conflict  he  was  a 
stanch  defender  of  the  Union,  and  he  tiiinks  that 
there  should  be  no  parties  at  a  time  when  the 
country  is  in  danger.  His  record  has  been  that  of 
an  honest  man  and  a  good  citizen,  and  he  is  in 
proportion  respected  by  all  who  know  him.  Mrs. 
Casity  is  a  member  of  the  LTnited  Brethren  C'hurcli. 


JONATHAN  D.  HIATT.  A  worthy  repre- 
presentative  of  the  j-ounger  agriculturists  of 
1  Washington  County,  is  to  be  found  in  the 
'  person  of  the  above-named  gentleman.  He 
is  the  owner  of  120  acres  of  land  situated  on  sec- 
tion 2,  Haddam  Township,  where  he  is  engaged  in 
corn  and  stock-raising.  His  farm  is  supplied  with 
running  water  from  Bowman's  Branch,  and  sixty- 
five  acres  are  kept  under  the  plow.  The  entire  estate 
is  fenced  and  improved,  with  a  comfortable  resi- 
dence, stable,  and  other  necessary  buildings,  while 
a  good  orchard  and  pleasant  groves  afford  shelter 
from  the  noonday  sun,  and  luxuries  for  the  table. 
Before  entering  upon  a  short  sketch  of  our  sub- 
ject, a  few  words  in  regard  to  his  ancestors  may  not 
be  amiss.  Going  back  four  generations,  we  And 
John  Hiatt,  who  was  born  in  England,  and  emigra- 
ted to  America,  first  settling  in  Pennsylvania.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  sect  of  Quakers,  as  have  been 
his  direct  descendants.  He  removed  from  Penn- 
sylvania to  Belmont  County,  Ohio,  and  still  later, 
located  in  Morgan  County,  where  he  died.  Fol- 
lowing him  in  a  direct  line,  came  Jonathan  Hiatt, 
who  was  born  in  the  Keystone  State,  but  after  the 
removal  of  the  family  to  Ohio,  located  in  Highland 
County,  and  engaged  in  farming.  Subsequently  he 
removed  to  the  vicinity  of  Chesterfield,  where  he 
farmed  100  acres,  until  his  death.  He  was  identified  i 
with  the  Abolition  party. 

The  next  in  the  direct  line  w.is  Wilson  Hiatt, 
the  father  of  our  subject,  who  was  born  in  Belmont 
County,  Ohio,  Dee.  20,  1829.  He  remained  at  \ 
home  until  nineteen  years  of  age,  when  he  was  ap- 
l)renticed  to  a  blacksmith  at  Lexington.  In  the 
spring  of  1852,   he  removed  by  team  to  Oskaloosa,    j 


Iowa,  where  he  engaged  in  work  at  his  trade.  He 
continued  to  reside  in  the  town  ^until  1855,  when 
he  bought  forty  acres  of  land  north  of  Oskaloosa, 
and  on  it  put  up  a  shop,  which  was  one  of  the  first 
erected  in  the  county.  Mr.  Hiatt  was  a  good  work- 
man, and  succeeded  well  at  his  trade.  In  1876,  he 
changed  his  residence  to  Lucas  County,  where  he 
bought  156  acres  of  land.  The  improvement  of 
the  estate,  and  work  at  his  trade,  occupied  him 
there  until  1881,  when  he  sold  out  and  came  to 
Kansas.  He  located  in  Haddam  Township,  upon 
eighty  acres  of  land,  which  he  has  under  good  im- 
provement. He  also  has  a  blacksmith  shop,  and 
still  works  at  his  trade.  He  is  -a  Republican,  and 
holds  membership  in  the  Friends'  Church  at  Pleas- 
ant View. 

The  wife  of  Wilson  Hiatt,  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Mary  J.  Cluis^jin.  She  was  the  daughter  of 
David  Chrispin,  a  native,  like  herself,  of  the  Buck- 
e^'e  State,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the  pursuit  of 
agriculture.  He  subsequently  removed  to  Ma- 
haska County,  Iowa,  being  one  of  the  earliest 
settlers  there,  where  he  carried  on  his  former  occu- 
pation until  his  death.  He  was  a  prominent  Quaker. 
Mrs.  Mary  Hiatt  departed  this  life  in  Iowa  in  1871. 
She  had  borne  her  husband  three  children:  J.  1). 
of  whom  we  write;  Phoebe  A.,  now  Mrs.  Mattison, 
of  Oskaloosa,  Iowa;  and  Rosa,  now  Mrs.  Roberts, 
of  Union  Township,  this  State.  Mr.  Hiatt  was  sub- 
sequently married  again,  the  result  of  the  second 
union  being  three  children — Charles,  Carrie,  and 
Maud,  all  of  whom  are  at  home. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write,  was  born  in 
Oskaloosa,  Iowa,  July  31,  1855,  and  was  but  a  babe 
when  his  parents  removed  to  the  farm,  where  he 
was  reared.  He  was  the  recipient  of  good  educa- 
tional advantages  in  the  common  schools,  which  he 
attended  for  many  winters.  The  summers,  after 
he  grew  old  enough  to  assist  in  farm  labor,  were 
spent  in  that  employ.  He  remained  on  the  home 
farm  until  he  was  of  age,  when  the  family-  removed 
to  Lucas  County,  and  he  accompanied  them  to  take 
charge  of  his  father's  farm  there.  In  the  spring  of 
1881,  having  determined  to  try  their  fortunes  in  a 
new  home,  they  came  to  this  State.  The}-  traveled 
with  two  teams,  crossing  the  Missouri  River  at  Ne- 
braska City.     He  of  whom  we  write  bought  eighty 
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acres,  but  continued  in  cliarge  of  his  father's  farm 
until  1882,  when  he  traded  liis  own  eighty  for  his 
present  home,  which  was  at  that  time  raw  land, 
bare  of  improvements.  He  at  once  took  posses- 
sion of  the  place,  upon  which  he  has  since  made  the 
improvements  noted  at  the  beginning  of  this  sketch. 
He  raises  forty  acres  of  corn  per  annum,  that  being 
his  principal  grain  crop.  He  raises  draft  horses, 
Poland-China  hogs,  and  cattle.  Of  the  latter  lie 
has  now  December,  1889),  twenty-four  head. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Hiatt  took  place  in  Had- 
dam  Township,  on  New  Year's  Day,  1883.  The 
bride  was  Miss  Mattie  M.  Roberts,  a  native  of  Har- 
din County,  Iowa.  Their  union  has  been  blessed 
by  the  birth  of  one  child,  Florence  L. 

Mr.  Hiatt  is  a  member  of  the  Haddam  Percheron 
Horse  Company,  and  is  a  straight  Republican.  He 
belongs  to  the  Society  of  Friend.s  at  Pleasant  View, 
and  assisted  in  building  the  edifice  in  which  they 
worship.  He  is  now  acting  Treasurer  of  the  So- 
ciety. He  and  his  estimable  wife  are  highly  re- 
spected in  the  community-  where  they  have  made 
their  home. 


This    worthy    pioneer    of 
p   came    to  this  section   of 


J -^  AMES  SMITH, 
j  Garfield  Town 
!  countrj'  when  the  high  prairie  in  this  part  of 
'  the  township  was  Government  land  upon 
which  few  white  settlers  had  located.  He  home- 
steaded  160  acres,  in  Julj%  18G0,  and  with  his  wife 
and  children  took  up  his  abode  in  a  cottonwood 
shanty  which  he  erected,  12x16  feet  in  dimensions. 
They  occupied  this  about  four  years  and  in  the 
meantime  Mr.  Smith  planted  trees  and  broke  a  part 
of  the  sod.  He  had  been  accompanied  hither  1)3' 
his  brother,  Rol)ert  E.  whom  he  now  left  in  charge 
of  his  place  while  he  returned  to  St.  Louis,  in  order 
to  earn  mone}^  needed  for  further  improvements 
and  the  necessities  of  the  family.  He  held  posses- 
sion of  his  property  from  that  time  on,  being- 
prospered  in  his  labors,  and  in  due  time  added  to 
his  worldly  possessions  until  he  had  320  acres,  the 
most  of  which  is  in  a  productive  condition  and 
yields  to  the  proprietor  a  comfortable  income.  He 
makes  a  specialty  of  live  stock  and  may  be  looked 


I  upon  as  a  success  in  farming,  while  as  a  citizen,  no 
man  stands  higher  in  his  community. 

j  A  native  of  Tariffville,  Conn.,  Mr.  Smith  was 
born  March  3,  1839,  and  lived  there  with  his  par- 
ents until  a  lad  of  seven  years.  The  latter  were 
John  and  Margaret  (Sinclair)  Smith,  natives  of 
Scotland.  The  father  spent  his  last  years  in  Massa- 
chusetts, the  mother,  at  the  home  of  our  subject  in 
Kansas.  In  1846  they  removed  to  Essex  County, 
Mass.,  where  James  was  reared  and  learned  shoe- 
making.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  however, 
with  the  natural  longing  of  youth  for  change  and 
adventure,  he  embarked  as  a  common  sailor  on  an 
ocean  vessel  and  followed  the  sea  until  the  spring 
of  1861,  in  the  meantime  spending  two  summers  at 
Grand  Bank.  He  was  mostly  in  the  merchant  ser- 
vice. His  experience  as  a  sailor  brought  him  in 
contact  with  people  from  all  countries. 

Mr.  Smith  left  his  last  ship  at  Gloucestershire, 
and  in  April,  1861,  after  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil 
War,  joined  a  military  company  and  took  his  first 
lessons  in  drilling.  After  the  first  of  May  follow- 
ing, he  enlisted  as  a  Union  soldier  in  Company  C, 
17th  Massachusetts  Infantry  and  for  three  years 
thereafter  served  in  that  and  Company  I,  until  the 
expiration  of  his  first  term  of  enlistment.  He  then 
veteranized  and  continued  in  the  army  until  after 
the  close  of  the  war,  receiving  his  honorable  dis- 
charge in  July,  1865.  He  participated  in  several 
engagements  in  North  Carolina  and  was  promoted 
to  the  rank  of  First  Lieutenant.  Although  not 
being  in  any  of  the  important  battles  of  the  war  he 
had  his  full  share  of  privation  and  hardship,  but 
fortunately  came  out  unharmed. 

Returning  now  to  Lynn,  Mass.,  Mr.  Smith  en- 
gaged in  the  shoe  business  until  the  spring  of  1868. 
Then  not  beijig  satisfied  with  his  prospects,  finan- 
cially, he  determined  upon  seeking'the  Great  West 
and  we  next  find  him  in  St.  Louis.  Mo.,  where  he 
engaged  as  a  shoe  dealer  and  was  married  to  Miss 
Hannah  M.  Tufts.  .In  the  fall  of  1869  he  came  to 
Kansas  and  his  subsequent  operations  we  have  al- 
ready indicated.  His  brother.  Robert,  already 
sjjoken  of,  located  land  adjoining  that  of  James, 
upon  which  he  lived  until  his  decease  Nov.  6,  1887. 
Mrs.  Smith  was  born  in  Massachusetts.  March  2. 
1848  and  is  the  daughter  of  Josei)h  W.  and  Martha 


990 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


F.  (Abbott)  Tufts,  who  were  likewise  natives  of 
the  Bay  State.  Tlie  mother  spent  her  last  years  in 
Peabocly.  The  father  is  still  living.  To  our  sub- 
ject and  his  good  wife  there  liave  been  born  six 
children,  all  living,  and  named  respectively, 
Clarence  E.,  Lewis  A.,  Jennie  T.,  Maggie  W.. 
Archie  W.  and  Roger  0. 

Mr.  Smith  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
Lincoln  and  gives  liis  support  to  the  Republican 
party.  He  served  as  Trustee  and  belongs  to  Phil 
Sheridan  Post,  No.  88,  G.  A.  R.  at  Clay  Center; 
the  K.  of  P.;  St.  Elmo  Lodge  of  Palmer,  No.  61; 
the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  Palmer  Lodge,  No.  166,  and  the 
Select  Sherman  Legion  No.  61  of  Palmer. 

Among  the  portraits  of  prominent  citizens  of 
Clay  County,  the  reader  will  be  pleased  to  notice 
that  of  Mr.  Smith,  who  occupies  a  conspicuous 
position  in  both  social  and  business  circles. 


^^'BRAHAM  EBERLY,  general  farmer  and 
®L!J'     fruit-grower,  has  a  fine  home    in  the  south 

jlflk  part  of  the  city  of  Clay  Center,  with  forty 
'^  acres  of  land  adjoining,  and  also  owns  one 

valuable  farm,  lying  in  this  (Clay)  county.  His 
present  dwelling  was  erected  in  1885,  and  is  a  large 
and  well  built  frame  structure  of  pleasing  design.  It 
is  surrounded  by  a  beautiful  vineyard  and  orchard, 
and  other  needful  and  convenient  improvements. 
The  land  adjoining  has  been  sub-divided  and  is 
now  known  as  Eberly's  addition,  Mr.  Eberly  being 
interested  in  the  sale  thereof. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a  son  of  Henry 
Eberly,  who  was  born  in  Huntington  County,  Pa., 
in  1796.  Henry  Eberly  married  Mary  Ann  Eddle- 
blute  and  after ^he  birth  of  his  oldest  son,  in  1827, 
removed  to  Ontario,  Canada,  where  he  continued 
to  reside  until  his  death  in  1876.  The  mother  sur- 
vived until  July,  1887,  when  she  too  breathed  her 
last. 

Abraham  Eberly  first  saw  the  light  in  Ontario, 
Canada,  on  April  28,  1839.  He  w.as  educated  there 
and  remained  with  his  father  on  a  farm  until  after 
lie  had  grown  to  manhood.  He  then  went  to  Ogle 
County,  III.,  where  he  worked  two  years,  following 
which  he  came  to  Kansas.     He  landed  in    Leaven- 


worth on  the  1st  day  of  Dec.  1863,  and,  this  being 
j    before  railroads  had   penetrated  the  western   part 
■    of  the  'Mississippi    Valle}-,  Mr.   Eberly  bought    a 
horse  and  rode  to  Topeka,  which  was  at  that  time  a 
I    town  of  300  inhabitants,  with  one  wooden  hotel. 
[        From  Topeka.  Mr.  Eberly  went  up  to  Wabaun- 
j    see  County,  and  spent  the  winter  on  Mission  Creek. 
The  following  March  he    returned  to  within  three 
I   miles  of    Topeka,  where  he  worked   for  two  years, 
after    which  he   visited    his  home.     Returning    to 
Topeka,  he  engaged  in  the   pursuit  of   agriculture, 
living  near  that   city  until   1868,  when  he  went   to 
Rile}'  County  and  took  np  a  homestead  in  what  was 
then  Fancy   Creek   Township.     He    broke    prairie, 
made  fences,  and  erected  farm  buildings,  reclaiming 
the  primitive  land,  and  making  a  fine  farm  of    the 
160  acres  which  comprised  the  homestead,  and  con- 
verting it  into  a  fruit  farm  on  which  he  lived  until 
1880.     The  farm  not   onlj-  furnished  an  abundant 
supply    of   fruit,  400    bushels  of   peaches    having 
been  raised  the  last  year  of  his  residence  on  it,  but 
it  is  also  well-stocked  for  general  farming.     At  the 
date  mentioned  above,  Mr.  Eberly  rented  the  farm 
and  bought  property    in  Clay  Center,  and   after  a 
residence  of   one  year  purchased  the  eighty    acres 
adjoining,  which  are  now  being  sold  in  city  lots. 

In  1867  Mr.  Eberly  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Ruamy  Bullard,  of  South  Lyon,  Mich.,  who 
died  eleven  months  after  her  marriage.  Several 
years  later,  in  1872,  Mr.  Eberly  contracted  a  second 
matrimonial  alliance,  the  bride  being  Miss  Eliza- 
beth M.  Cowles,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Maria 
C.  (Warner)  Cowles,  natives  of  New  York  and  Ohio 
respectively.  Mrs.' Eberly  was  born  near  Beaver 
Dam,  Wis.,  Oct.  12,  1849,  and  .  there  her  father 
lived  and  died.  Her  union  with  Mr.  Eberly  has  re- 
sulted in  the  birth  of  five  children,  only  two  of 
whom  are  now  living — Alice  Loraine  and  Henry 
Warren. 

Mr.  Eberly  was  Clerk  of  the  first  school  district 
on  Fancj'  Creek  for  some  time,  and  with  H.  S. 
Morse,  now  of  Marysville,  he  was  the  means  of 
building  the  first  Baptist  Church  structure,  a  good 
stone  building,  which  is  still  standing  and  occupied, 
he  being  an  active  member  there  at  the  time.  He 
is  now  Deacon  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  this 
place.     Mr.  Eberly  has  had  no  political  aspirations. 
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but  is  a  steadfast  supporter  of  the  Republican 
party,  which  he  believes  enshrines  the  best  prin- 
ciples. He  is  highly-  respected  by  his  fellow  citizens 
as  an  enterprising  townsman,  a  good  neighbor,  and 
a  Christian  gentleman;  and  his  wife  shares  in  the 
good  will  and  friendship  of  those  about  them. 

J^08EPHUS  LAWRENCE  is  the  owner  and 
occupant  of  a  farm  consisting  of  120  acres 
j  on  section  22,  Barnes  Township,  Washington 
County'.  He  also  owns  eighty  acres  on  sec- 
tion 15.  He  was  born  near  Kingston,  Ontario 
Providence,  Canada,  May  5.  1826.  His  father, 
(ieorge  Lawrence,  was  born  in  Massachusetts, 
where  the  city  of  Lawrence  now  stands.  He  was 
an  own  cousin  of  Abbott  Lawrence,  who  settled  and 
laid  out  the  town  of  Lawrence,  Kan.  The  family 
is  of  English  extraction.  George  Lawrence  emi- 
grated to  Ontario  when  quite  young,  and  there  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  was  a  carpenter  and 
joiner,  and  in  fair  circumstances.  He  held  some 
minor  offices,  and  was  well  esteemed  by  those  who 
knew  him.  The  mother  of  our  subject  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Mary  Young,  and  was  born  in 
Rutland  County,  Vt.  The  Young  family  was  of 
English  extraction.  Her  father,  George  Young, 
was  born  at  Rensselaer,  N.  Y.,  and  died  in  the  Em- 
pire State.     He  was  a  wagon  and  carriage  maker. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  was  the  only 
child  of  his  parents.  He  was  reared  on  a  farm  in 
Cattaraugus  County,  N.  Y..  and  received  a  good 
common-school  education.  In  1871)  he  came  to 
Kansas  and  settled  on  section  21,  Barnes  Township, 
Two  years  later  he  removed  to  section  15,  and  in 
1882  settled  where  he  now  resides.  Mr.  l-awrence 
started  in  life  poor,  and  while  in  New  York  .State 
he  accumulated  considerable  means.  He  unfortun- 
ately lost  it,  however,  and  his  present  possessions 
are  almost  entirely  the  result  of  his  work  in  this 
State.  He  is  a  man  of  great  industry  arid  untiring 
energy,  and  has  during  all  his  life  exhibited  a  high 
degree  of  business  management. 

Mr.  Lawrence  has  been  three  times  married.  His 
first  union  was  with  Miss  Esther  Day,  the  ceremony 


taking  place  in  Cattaraugus  County,  N.  Y.,  May  5, 
1847.  Twelve  children  were  the  result  of  this 
union.  They  are  named  respectively:  Mary  E., 
Orrin  J.,  James  Edward,  George  Franklin,  Belle, 
Esther  Amelia,  Sarah,  Elsworth,  Horace  Grant, 
Lillian  Beatrice,  Oscar,  and  May  Imogene.  Mrs. 
Esther  Lawrence  died  Nov.  23,  1873,  and  in  Feb- 
ruar3',  1876,  Mr.  Lawrence  took  a  second  compan- 
ion in  the  person  of  Mrs.  Phoebe  Hillar,  of 
Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y.  She  was  also  removed 
from  him  by  death,  the  sad  event  taking  place  at 
Aurora,  111.,  Oct.  25,  1885,  the  cause  being  a  can- 
cer. On  April  21,  1886  our  subject  was  united  in 
marriage  with  his  present  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Catherine  Erwin,  and  w\is  a  resident  of 
Washington  County,  Kan. 

Mr.  Lawrence  is  a  stalwart  Republican,  never 
failing  to  cast  his  vote  in  behalf  of  those  principles 
which  he  believes  will  best  advance  the  interests  of 
this  great  and  glorious  Republic.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lawrence  have  been  for  two  years  identified  with 
the  Christian  Church.  A  worthy  citizen,  an  up- 
right and  kind  hearted  man,  Mr.  Lawrence  is  de- 
serving of  the  high  place  which  he  occupies  in  the 
esteem  of  the  community. 


^*^ 


ALTER  PUCKEY,  Jk.,  is  one  of  the  able 
and  highly  respected  business  men  of  Clay 
Center,  Clay  County.  He  is  engaged  in  the 
Real  Estate,  Loan  and  Insurance  business,  his  office 
being  at  the  corner  of  Court  and  Fifth  streets.  He 
has  been  identified  with  the  business  interests  of 
this  city  since  1876  but  until  the  spring  of  1889 
was  interested  with  others  in  trade. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  is  the  only 
son  and  child  of  his  parents.  His  father,  Walter 
Puckey,  Sr.,  was  born  in  Cornwall,  P^ngland.  and 
became  a  raining  smith.  About  the  middle  of  this 
century  he  came  to  America,  and  spent  thirteen 
years  in  California,  when  returning  to  England  for 
his  family,  he  located  with  them  in  Galena,  111. 
There  he  lived  retired  from  active  pursuits,  until 
seven  years  ago,  when  he  came  to  Clay  Center, 
where  he  and  his  wife  now  live. 

Walter  Puckey,  Jr.,  was  born  in   Cornwall,  July 
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11,  1849,  and  there  received  his  education,  and 
began  mercantile  pursuits.  In  1869,  he  came  to 
the  United  States  with  his  parents,  and  settled  in 
Galena,  111.,  entering  into  the  mercantile  business. 
This  he  continued  for  three  years,  after  which  he 
made  his  way  to  California  via  the  Isthmus,  and 
after  a  year's  absence  returned  to  tlie  parental 
home.  In  1877  he  came  to  this  citj',  being  first  en- 
gaged with  W.  F.  Carter,  and  subsequently  with 
others  until  1886  when  he  went  into  the  real  estate 
office  of  Caldwell,  Peterson  it  Mumford.  In  the 
spring  of  1889,  he  opened  an  office  for  himself, 
succeeding  M.  E.  Mumford  &  Co.,  and  is  now  a 
prominent  real  estate,  loan  and  insurance  dealer  of 
this  city. 

In  Galena,  111.,  Sept.  11,  1873,  the  rites  of  wed- 
lock were  celebrated  between  Mr.  Puckey  and 
Miss  Inez  A.  Grumme,  daugliter  of  Julius  C. 
Grumme,  now  a  resident  of  IIa3'es  Township,  this 
countj'.  Miss  Grumme  was  born  in  Galena  in  1853, 
and  is  a  lady  of  intelligence  and  culture.  Two 
children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Puckey, 
one  only,  a  son  Charles  W.,  now  living. 

Mr.  Puckey,  while  a  worker  in  the  Republican 
ranks  is  not  an  office-seeker.  He  is  a  member  of 
I.  O.  0.  F..  belonging  to  the  Canton  Patriarch 
Militant,  and  has  represented  the  order  as  a  dele- 
gate to  the  Grand  Lodge  and  Encampment,  and  is 
now  a  member  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Kansas.  Mr. 
Puckey  is  a  man  of  ability,  highly  spoken  of  by 
the  people  of  the  county,  where  he  has  the  name 
of  being  honest  and  honorable  in  all  business  trans- 
actions. 

-   oo?    - 
— '  o<^  ' — 

^N  SMER  C.  COLMAN,  a  veteran  of  the  late 
((  )l)  ^*'"'  ^*  "°^  pursuing  the  peaceful  arts  of 
^^  agriculture  at  a  finely-developed  little  farm 
of  eighty  acres  on  section  21,  in  Barnes  Township, 
Washington  County.  He  lives  quietly  with  his  ex- 
cellent wife,  they  having  no  children,  and  without 
making  any  great  stir  in  the  world  extracts  from 
existence  a  large  share,  of  contentment  and  satis- 
faction, living  uuostentatiousl3'  and  at  peace  with 
iiis  neighbors.  He  started  in  life  dependent  upon 
his  own  resources,  and  his  modest  possessions  are 
the  result  of  his  own  labors,  although  he  was  for- 


tunate a  few  months  since  in  being  made  the  recip- 
ient of  tL.oOO  back  pension  from  the  Government. 

A  native  of  Delaware  County,  Ohio,  our  subject 
was  born  March  18,  1848,  and  is  the  son  of  Anson 
Colman,  who  was  born  in  Maryland  in  1797. 
The  latter  removed  to  Ohio  when  a  young  man, 
and  was  married  in  Delaware  County,  that  State, 
to  Miss  Anna  Closson,  who  was  born  there  about 
1815.  The  elder  Colman  followed  farming  all  his 
life,  and  accumulated  a  good  property.  Politically 
lie  was  an  uncompromising  Democrat.  He  only 
lived  to  be  middle-aged,  dying  in  Auglaize  Count}-, 
Ohio,  in  1849,  when  his  son,  Osmer  C,  was  a  little 
more  than  seven  years  old. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was 
Jesse  Colman,  who  was  born  in  France  and  emi- 
grated to  America  in  time  to  do  service  in  the  War 
of  1812,  during  which  he  received  an  honorable 
wound,  and  thereafter  drew  a  pension  from  the 
Government.  He  spent  his  last  days  in  Maryland. 
The  mother  of  our  subject  survived  her  husband  a 
period  of  thirty-four  years,  remaining  a  widow,  and 
died  in  1883,  in  Steuben  County,  Ind.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Esther  Closson,  who  were 
n.atives  of  Ireland,  but  emigrated  to  America  at  an 
early  day.  To  Anson  and  Anna  Colman  there 
were  born  six  children,  viz:  Esther,  Jane,  George. 
Edith,  Osmer  C.  and  Luc}'. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  fifth  child  of 
his  parents,  and  is  the  only  surviving  member  of 
the  family.  After  his  birth  his  parents  removed 
from  Delaware  to  Auglaize  Count}',  Ohio,  where 
he  was  reared  to  man's  estate  and  bred  to  farm  pur- 
suits. He  received  a  common-school  education, 
and  was  imbued  with  those  principles  of  honesty 
and  uprightness  which  have  clung  to  him  through 
all  his  after  career.  He  remained  a  resident  of  his 
native  State  until  after  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil 
War,  and  in  1862  enlisted  in  the  Union  Army  as  a 
member  of  Company  K,  99th  Ohio  Infantry,  which 
was  made  a  part  of  the  3d  Division,  1st  Brigade, 
23d  Arm}-  Corps.  He  was,  however,  permitted  to 
serve  only  three  months,  and  then,  on  account  of 
failing  health,  was  obliged  to  accept  his  honorable 
discharge.  As  soon  as  sufficiently  recovered,  how- 
ever, he  returned  to  the  fray,  enlisting  the  second 
time,  Sept.    14.   18t;4.   in  Company  D,  180th  Ohio 
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Infantry,    3d   Division,    1st   Brigade,    23d   Army       willing 

Corps.     He  purticipated  in  some  of  the    principal 

liatlles  whicli  followed,  being  at   Franklin,  Tenn.; 

Kingston  and  Goldsboro,  N.  C,  and   at  the   latter 

place  met  Sherman's  army      He  received   his   final 

discharge  .July  12,    1865,   at  Charlotte,  N.  C.     He 

I'udiired  all  the  liardships    and    jjrivations  of  life 

in  the  army,  but  was  ever  found   at  his   post,  and 

looks  on  this  period  of  his    life    as    one    reflecting 

more  honor  upon  him  than  anything  else   he   has 

ever  done. 

Upon  leaving  the  army  Mr.  Colman  repaired  to 
Steuben  County,  lud.,  where  he  followed  engineer- 
ing for  a  number  of  years.  In  1878,  crossing  the 
Father  of  Waters,  he  came  to  Barnes  Township, 
Washington  Co.,  Kan.,  and  here  he  has  since  made 
ills  home.  He  vvas  variously  occupied  until  1885, 
when  he  luirchased  his  present  farm.  Industrious, 
honest  and  frugal,  he  lives  comfortably,  keeps  out 
of  debt,  and  is  numbered  among  the  respected  men 
of  his  communit}'.  As  an  ex-soldier  he  belongs  to 
Barnes  Post,  No.  3G3,  G.  A.  R.,  and  it  is  hardlj' 
necessary  to  say  is,  politically,  a  sound  Republican. 

On  the  2d  of  May,  1878,  before  coming  to  Kan- 
sas, Mr.  Colman  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Eliza  Richey,  of  DeKalb  County,  Ind.  Mrs.  Col- 
man was  born  in  Stark  County,  Ohio,  Oct.  9,  1851, 
and  is  the  daughter  of  Elijah  and  Margaret  Richey, 
natives  of  Ohio,  the  father  being  deceased  and  the 
mother  living  in  Barnes,  Kan.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Col- 
man have  no  children,  but  their  hospitable  doors 
are  often  opened  to  the  many  friends  they  have 
gathered  around  them  since  becoming  residents  of 
Kansas,  and  by  whom  they  are  justly  held  in  high 
esteem. 


'^¥^  LI  T.  KINKAl 
||^  of  the  subject 
I*' — ^  tention   anywl 


AID.  The  personal  appearance 
tject  of  this  notice  would  attract  at- 
/t — ^  tention  anywhere,  he  being  of  fine  stature, 
nearl}'  six  feet  high,  and  a  remarkably  pleasant  coun- 
tenance. He  is  a  man  well  informed  and  intelligent, 
an  energetic  talker,  full  of  army  yarns  and  remi- 
niscences, amply  able  to  recite  a  narrative  of  the 
tluilling  scenes  through  which  he  lias  passed  in 
times  gone  by.  He  is  a  man  popular  with  his 
neighbors,  generous,  whole-souled  and  one  always 


to  render  a  favor.  He  owns  and  occupies 
a  finely-cultivated  farm,  embellished  with  a  com- 
modious two-story  stone  residence  and  other  nec- 
essary buildings,  situated  at  the  foot  of  the  bluffs 
which  border  the  north  side  of  the  Kansas  River 
Valley,  within  a  half  mile  of  Eureka  Lake. 

So  far  as  book-learning  is  concerned  Mr.  Kin- 
kaid's  advantages  in  his  youth  were  quite  limited, 
but  he  has  kept  his  eyes  open  to  what  is  going  on 
around  him  in  the  world,  and  has  had  a  practical 
experience  of  a  varied  character,  which  has  con- 
spired to  make  him  a  well  informed  man  and  one 
more  than  ordinarily  intelligent.  His  domestic  af- 
fairs are  presided  over  by  a  very  intelligent  and 
amiable  lady,  who  is  at  once  recognized  as  possess- 
ing refined  and  cultivated  tastes  and  who  is  in  all 
respects  the  equal  of  her  husband. 

Mr.  Kinkaid  is  a  man  of  flft3'-two  years,  having 
been  born  Oct.  2, 1837,  in  Springtown,Crawford  Co., 
Ind.  His  parents  were  Andrew  and  J^lizabeth  (Lan- 
ders) Kinkaid,  the  former  born  near  Bowling  Green, 
Ky.,  and  of  Scotch  descent,  and  the  latter  a  native 
of  Middle  Tennessee.  Andrew  Kinkaid  followed 
farming  and  almost  from  boyhood  officiated  as 
a  minister  of  the  Christian  Church.  He  died  in 
Morristown,  Cass  Co.,  Mo.,  about  1850,  at  the  age 
of  fifty-five  years.  The  mother  is  living  with  her 
daughter,  Mrs.  W.  D.  Springer,  in  Franklin 
County,  this  State,  fourteen  miles  southeast  of 
Ottawa. 

There  were  born  to  tlie  parents  of  Mr.  Kinkaid 
a  family  of  eleven  children,  the  eldest  of  whom, 
Henry  M.  G.,  has  been  a  resident  of  Kansas  since 
1861,  and  is  now  a  leading  stockdealer  of  Riley 
County.  He  married  Miss  Susan  Davenport  and 
is  the  father  of  two  children.  James  Richard  died 
in  Cass  County,  Mo.,  unmarried,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-six  years:  Lively  J.  is  the  wife  of  W.  D. 
Springer,  a  prominent  farmer  of  Franklin  County, 
and  they  have  eight  children;  John  S.  married 
Miss  Callie  Frazier,  is  the  father  of  twelve  children 
and  lives  at  Mt.  Idaho,  Idaho  Territor}-;  Clement 
married  Miss  Lizzie  Wells  and  is  farming  in  Chero- 
kee County,  this  State,  of  which  he  has  been  a  resi- 
dent since  1854;  he  is  the  father  of  seven  children. 
Benjamin,  who  has  been  a  resident  of  Leavenworth 
County  since  1855,  married  Miss  Lizzie  Rice  and  is 
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the  father  of  six  children;  Cynthia  died  in  Cass 
County,  Mo.,  when  a  maiden  of  seventeen  years; 
Ncwland  died  in  that  county  wlien  four  years  old; 
Marion  during  the  late  Civil  War  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany D,  I'ith  Kansas  Infantry,  and  was  wounded 
at  the  battle  of  Pea  Ridge,  from  the  effects  of  wliicli 
he  died  after  reaching  home  in  Rantoiil,  Franklin 
Co.,  Kan.,  at  tlie  age  of  about  eighteen  years:  Eliz- 
abeth is  the  wife  of  D.  C.  Moreland,  a  farmer  of 
Eskridge,  Wabaunsee  County,  and  they  have  ten 
children. 

Wlien  tlic  subject  of  this  sketch  was  about  three 
years  old,  his  parents  in  1840  removed  from  Indi- 
ana to  Cass  County,  Mo.,  and  settled  among  the 
Indians.  The  father  purchased  240  acres  of  land 
and  followed  farming  and  preaching  combined, 
maintaining  his  Republican  principles  in  a  hot  pro- 
slaverj'  neighborhood.  Eli  T.  spent  his  boyhood 
under  the  home  roof  until  fifteen  years  old,  then 
in  1854  entered  the  employ  of  Yeager,  Hays,  Bry- 
ant it  Co.,  and  commenced  freighting  across  the 
plains,  driving  teams  to  and  from  Santa  Fe  and 
New  ISIexico.  Later  he  engaged  in  herding  cattle 
and  pntting  up  feed  for  winter  in  Kansas  in  1854. 
He  next  went  with  a  wagon  train  to  Albuquerque, 
and  subsequently  made  a  trip  to  Ft.  Laramie.  He 
was  about  eighty  miles  south  of  that  fort  in  Octo- 
ber, 1855,  when  Gen.  Harnej^  had  an  encounter 
with  the  Sioux  Indians,  in  which  he  exterminated 
180  of  them  and  took  eighty-two  prisoners,  iuclud- 
iug  two  squaws  and  a  number  of  children.  Mr. 
Kinkaid  and  several  of  his  trainmen  assisted  in  the 
fight. 

In  1854,  Mr.  Kinkaid  coming  to  Franklin  County, 
this  State,  took  up  160  acres  of  land  two  miles 
east  of  the  present  city  of  Baldwin  and  began 
breaking  with  two  teams,  comprising  five  yoke  of 
oxen  each.  He  thus  operated  two  .years,  and  then 
he  lost  his  claim,  another  party  jumping  it  because 
young  Kinkaid  was  under  age.  The  jumper  sold 
it  to  a  speculator  and  then  skipped  for  the  East; 
so  Mr.  Kinkaid  could  obtain  no  redress.  After 
that  he  broke  prairie  for  other  parties  until  after 
the  outbreak  of  tlie  Civil  War. 

In  1861  Mr.  Kinkaid  enlisted  as  a  Union  soldiei' 
in  Company  D,  1st  Kansas  Infantry,  and  partici- 
pated in  some  of  the  most  important  battles  of  the 


war,  opening  at  Wilson's  Creek,  Mo.  He  was  in 
the  last  day's  battle  of  Shiloh  and  at  the  sieges  of 
Corinth  and  Vicksburg,  also  at  the  battle  of 
Tallahatchie,  jNIiss.  Finally  his  health  failed  and 
he  was  reduced  in  weight  to  ninety  pounds.  He 
was  obliged  to  accept  his  honorable  discharge,  and 
was  mustered  out  at  Ft.  Leavenworth,  in  July, 
1864.  Then  returning  to  Franklin  Countj',  he 
rented  a  farm  upon  which  he  operated  until  1867. 
That  year  he  removed  to  Leavenworth  County, 
and  purchased  eight}'  acres  of  wild  land  upon  which 
lie  lived  two  years.  Then  selling  out  he  purchased 
160  acres  in  the  same  county,  which  he  occupied 
one  year.  He  left  Leavenworth  County  in  1880, 
removing  to  the  vicinity  of  Carbondale,  where  he 
farmed  three  years,  and  in  1883  changed  his  resi- 
dence to  Riley  County.  He  now  purchased  272 
acres  of  land  on  section  27  in  Manhattan  Town- 
ship, east  of  Eureka  Lake,  where  he  has  one  of  the 
best  improved  homesteads  in  this  region. 

In  August,  1864,  at    the  city  of    Lawrence,  our 
subject  was  united  in  marriage  with    Miss  Eliza  A. 
Wiles,  a  native    of    Illinois.     Two    children    have 
been   born   of    this  union,  Oscar  E.  and  Edwin  E., 
who  are  unmarried    and  remain  at  home  with  their 
parents.     Mr.  Kinkaid    politically  is   a    sound  Re- 
publican, active  in   the  councils  of    his  part}',  and 
is  frequently  sent  as  a  delegate    to  the  county  con- 
ventions.    Socially    he    belongs    to  Post  No.  100 
G.A.R.,    at    Manhattan.     He    was    personally    ac- 
quainted   with   John  Brown    of   Ossawatomie,  liv- 
ing for  three   yaars   within  a  quarter  of   a  mile  of 
him  in  Franklin  County.    He  was  in  full  sympathy 
with  the  old  hero,  joining  his  band,  and  was  under 
him  at  Ossawatoniie.     He    was    also    with  .James 
Montgomery  and  Jim  Lane,  when  the  latter  scat- 
;    tered  the  border  ruffians   from  a  building  in  which 
j    they  had  gathered,  by  setting  fire  to  a  wagon-load 
I    of  hay  and    running  it  against  the  building.     Mr. 
Kinkaid  with    five    other  men  was  at  Ossawatomie 
!    when  300    Missourians  made  a  raid  on   the  place, 
!   and  assisted  in  holding  the  latter  at   bay  for  four 
■    hours,  they  being  ignorant  of  the  small   number  of 
the  defenders. 

During  his  boyhood  days  Mr.  Kinkaid  knew  the 

notorious  guerrilla,  Bill  Qnantrell,  and  plaj'ed  with 

I   him    during  the   early  years  of  each    in  Franklin 
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County.  Quantrell  was  a  horse-thief  before  he  be- 
came a  rebel;  and  .a  criminal  before  he  became  a 
guerrilla.  He  was  not  a  rebel  from  jorinciple  but 
from  policy.  He  was  reared  in  Kansas  and  made  it 
tlie  scene  of  murder  and  rapine  in  the  name  of  a 
cause  he  never  sincerel}'  espoused.  Mr.  Kincaid 
in  1880  had  the  honor  of  felling  the  largest  tree  in 
llUey  County,  an  elm  near  liis  home,  measuring 
seven  feet  across  the  stump  and  being  twenty-one 
feet  in  circumference. 

-^ €-*^ ^- 

J ^  AMES  F.  COLE  has  been  a  resident  of 
Washington  County  since  1870,  in  which 
year  he  made  settlement  on  section  9,  Kimeo 
Township.  The  quarter-section  of  land 
which  he  then  took  up  under  the  Homestead  Act, 
has  since  been  his  home,  and  has  been  brought  to 
a  high  state  of  fertility.  Such  imjirovements  have 
been  made  upon  it  as  are  usual  on  the  land  of  a 
progressive  farmer,  and  it  forms  a  ver3'  attractive 
home. 

Horace  (.^ole.  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Vermont.  He  went  to  Michigan  in  early  life, 
and  still  resides  there.  His  occupation  is  that  of  a 
farmer.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
His  father,  Gideon  Cole,  was  a  shoemaker  by  trade, 
and  lived  to  an  age  upwards  of  seventj'-five  years. 
Horace  Cole  was  married  to  Lucinda  King,  born  in 
Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.  Her  father,  Asel  King, 
was  a  native  of  New  York  State,  where  he  lived 
until  1840.  He  then  removed  to  Jackson  Count3% 
Jlich.,  where  he  died  at  about  four-score  years  of 
age.  He  was  a  tanner  by  occupation.  Mrs.  Lu- 
cinda Cole  bore  her  husband  thirteen  children: 
.lames  F..  Adoniram,  Chauncy,  AYilliam,  Adiom, 
Melvina,  twins  who  died  in  infancy,  Horace  M., 
Herbert  C,  Burton,  and  two  infants.  Six  of  this 
family  are  now  living.  The  mother  departed  this 
life  in  1880. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write,  was  born  in 
Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  17,  1834.  He  was 
reared  and  educated  in  Jackson  County,  Mich.,  on 
a  farm.  During  the  late  Civil  War  he  served  in 
the  ranks  from  Oct.  19,  1861,  to  the  spring  of 
18C3.     He  was  mustered  into  the  service  from  Iron 


Mountain,  Mo.,  as  a  member  of  Company  H,  24th 
Missouri  Infantry. 

On  May  11th,  1855,  Mr.  Cole  celebrated  his 
marriage  to  Miss  Laura  Watkins.  a  worthy  young 
lady  whose  home  was  in  Jackson  Count}-,  Mich. 
:;he  was  born  in  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  19, 
1834.  Her  parents,  Daniel  and  Elvira  (Clark) 
Watkins,  were  natives  of  the  Empire  State.  The}' 
removed  to  Michigan  in  184G,  and  there  spent  the 
remainder  of  their  lives,  Mr.  Watkins  dying  at  the 
age  of  seventy-four  years,  and  Mrs.  Watkins  at 
sixty-one.  In  early  life  the}-  were  members  of 
the  Baptist  Church,  but  later  united  with  the 
First  Day  Adventists. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Cole  have  been  blessed  by 
the  birth  of  four  children — James  E.,  Chauncy  N., 
Melvina  and  Winnie.  The  latter  died  at  the  age 
of  nineteen  months.  Their  family  is  furtiier  in- 
creased by  a  bright  boy,  now  four  years  of  age, 
whom  they  took  to  raise  when  he  was  six  months 
old.  Though  not  legally  adopted,  he  will  bear 
their  name  and  be  known  as  Albert  A.  Cole. 

Mr.  Cole  is  identified  with  the  I.  O.  G.  T.  fra- 
ternity. He  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
and  of  good  standing  therein.  Mr.  Cole  commands 
the  respect  of  his  fellow-citizens,  as  a  man  of  en- 
terprise in  his  occupation,  kindly  in  his  domestic 
life,  and  of  unimpeachable  character. 

^^RTEMUS    M.    HLNGERFORD.      In    the 
(^Ol    career  of  this  gentleman   is  illustrated  that 
|nil    of  an  individual  who  commenced  life  de- 
^fl  pendent  upon  his  own  resources,  who  bat- 

tled with  adverse  circumstances,  but  finally  by  a 
course  of  steady  perseverance  attained  success  and 
now  occupies  a  high  position,  socially  and  finan- 
cially, among  the  leading  men  of  Union  Township, 
Washington  County.  He  has  done  a  large  amount 
of  hard  labor,  working  early  and  late  during  the 
first  years  of  his  settlement  here,  but  is  now  inde- 
pendent and  the  owner  of  a  fine  estate  embracing 
400  acres  of  valuable  land  which  he  has  brought  to 
a  high  state  of  cultivation.  In  fact  his  farm  is 
considered  as  having  the  best  improvements  of  any 
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in  Union  Township.  He  lias  a  commodious  and 
substantial  residence,  with  all  the  necessaiy  out- 
buildings, quantities  of  fiuit  and  forest  trees,  and 
one  of  the  largest  orchards  in  the  township.  Everj^- 
thing  about  the  premises  is  kept  in  proper  shape, 
and  tlie  homestead  invariably  attracts  the  eye  of 
tlie  passing  traveler  who  looks  again  and  carries 
away  with  him  a  picture  of  plenty  and  content. 
Mr.  Hungerford  has  been  additionally  fortunate  in 
the  selection  of  a  life  partner,  his  estimable  wife 
being  a  lady  highly  educated  and  very  intelligent, 
and  one  who  takes  great  pride  in  beautifying  her 
home  and  making  it  the  most  attractive  spot  on 
earth  for  those  dear  to  her.  The  members  of  the 
family  are  well-read  and  musically  inclined,  and 
frequently  entertain  under  their  hospitable  roof 
the  wealth  and  culture  of  Washington  County. 

The  Hungerford  family  traces  its  ancestry  to 
England.  Later  they  were  represented  in  Oswego 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  the  subject  of  this  notice 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Mexico,  June  16,  1848. 
He  lived  there  on  a  farm  with  his  parents  until  five 
years  old,  when  the  latter  decided  upon  a  removal 
to  Iowa  and  settled  in  Clinton  County.  They  were 
among  the  earliest  pioneers  of  that  region,  locating 
on  the  frontier,  and  Artemus  M.  pursued  his  earl^^ 
studies  in  a  log  school  house  under  the  primitive 
methods  of  instruction  of  that  day.  Later,  he  at- 
tended the  High  School  at  DeAVitt.  When  a 
youth  of  seventeen  years  he  took  charge  of  the 
home  farm  and  also  operated  a  threshing  machine. 
He  had  been  engaged  in  this  latter  business  since  a 
boy  of  twelve  and  followed  it  until  three  machines 
had  been  worn  out.  Later,  he  engaged  in  the  drug 
business  at  DeWitt. 

On  the  26th  of  December,  1877,  Mr.  Hungerford 
was  married  in  DeWitt,  Iowa,  to  Miss  Eva  Dickin- 
son, who  was  a  native  of  Monmouth,  Jackson 
County,  that  (State.  She  acquired  an  excellent 
education  and  later  employed  herself  as  a  teacher. 
The  young  people  located  in  Union  Township,  Kan., 
but  Mrs.  Hungerford  being  in  delicate  health  her 
husband  took  her  to  Davenport.  Iowa,  where  she 
died  at  the  "  Burtis  House,"  Aug.  14,  1879. 

In  the  meantime,  in  the  fall  of  1878,  Mr.  Hung- 
erford had  traveled  overland  with  a  wagon  to 
Washington  County.  Kan.     After  the  death  of   his 


wife  he  came  back  to  this  section  in  the  spring 
of  1880  and  purchased  320  acres  of  railroad  land 
at  $2  and  $2.25  per  acre.  It  w.as  a  wild  and  un- 
cultivated tract,  upon  which  has  been  expended  a 
large  amount  of  labor  and  money  in  bringing  it  to 
its  present  condition.  The  second  season  Mr. 
Hungerford  kept  bachelor's  hall,  working  indoors 
and  out.  He  set  out  forest  and  fruit  trees,  and  by 
degrees  erected  the  buildings  and  effected  the  other 
improvements  which  have  combined  to  make  his 
farm  one  of  the  best  improved  in  the  county.  An 
artesian  well  supplies  the  live  stock  with  water. 
Mr.  Hungerford  is  interested  in  graded  Short-horn 
cattle,  and  keeps  about  eleven  head  of  horses, 
using  three  teams  in  the  farm  operations.  He  is 
also  engaged  in  the  grain  business  at  Mahaska,  a 
small  town  located  four  miles  from  the  farm. 

Mr.  Hungerford  contracted  a  second  marriage 
Oct.  4,  1882,  in  Whiting,  Iowa,  with  Miss  Bertha 
Barker.  This  lady  was  born  in  Slaterville,  Tomp- 
kins County,  N.  Y.,  Aug.  2,  1857,  and  came  to 
Iowa  with  her  parents  in  1879.  She  was  as  a 
pupil,  unusually  bright  and  attentive  to  her  books 
and  began  teaching  when  a  maiden  of  seventeen 
years.  She  at  one  time  occupied  the  position  of 
teacher  in  the  High  School  at  Ida  Grove,  Iowa, 
and  was  uniformly  successful,  feeing  a  favorite  alike 
with  parents  and  pupils.  Her  accomplishments 
were  further  added  to  by  lessons  in  music  and 
painting,  and  lier  home  is  largely  decorated  by  the 
work  of  her  own  hands.  Of  her  union  with  our 
subject  there  has  been  born  one  child,  a  son,  Her- 
bert, Aug.  .30,  1885. 

Politically,  Mr.  Hungerford  is  a  straight  Repub- 
lican. He  is  warmly  interested  in  the  success  of 
his  party  and  frequently  serves  as  a  delegate  to  the 
county  conventions.  He  was  the  City  Marshal  of 
DeWitt,  Iowa,  one  year,  and  is  usually  a  member 
of  the  School  Board.  Mrs.  Hungerford  belongs  to 
the  Presbyterian  Church. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  Elial  C.  Hunger- 
ford, a  native  of  A'ermont  and  born  in  1802.  When 
a  young  man  he  removed  with  his  parents  to 
Oswego  County,  N.  Y.,  and  assisted  in  opening  up 
the  new  farm  which  became  the  family  homestead. 
In  1854  he  pushed  on  to  the  farther  West,  locating 
near  DeWitt,  Clinton  County,  Iowa,  and  was   one 
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of  its  earliest  pioneers.  He  purchased  land  and 
continued  farming  until  retiring  from  lictive  labor. 
He  spent  his  last  days  in  DeWitt,  dying  in  1882. 
During  the  last  years  of  his  life  he  was  a  member 
of  the  Baptist  Church.  He  married  Miss  Lucy 
Manwaring,  a  native  of  Oswego  County,  N.  Y., 
and  whose  i)arents  were  of  English  descent.  Mrs. 
Lucy  Hungerford  departed  this  life  at  her  home  in 
DeWitt.  Iowa,  in  1864;  she  was  a  member  of  the 
Baptist  Church.  The  parental  family  included 
eight  children,  viz:  Alonzo  and  D.  K.,  deceased; 
Esther,  Mrs.  Dawson  of  Ida  County,  Iowa;  Arte- 
mus  M..  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  C^-rus,  a  black- 
smith of  Sioiis  City,  Iowa;  Anna,  who  makes  her 
home  in  Sioux  City;  Amos  and  Mary,  the  two 
latter  deceased. 


(F  ANS  S.  JELLUM.  Considering  the  fact 
if^lj  tliat  he  has  not  j^et  attained  tiie  thirtieth 
;«V^^  year  of  his  age,  the  career  of  Mr.  Jellum 
(^j  is  one  of  more  than  ordinary  interest.  He 
is  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  able  men  of  Gar- 
field Township,  where  he  has  resided  since  1870, 
on  the  old  homestead  of  his  father.  He  has  served 
as  Township  Trustee  and  Clerk  for  four  terms  and 
is  at  present  (1889)  nominee  for  Register  of  Deeds 
of  Clay  County  on  the  L'nion  Labor  Ticket.  He 
is  a  gentleman  of  more  than  ordinar}^  intelligence 
and  good  education,  having  followed  the  pro- 
fession of  a  teacher  considerably  and  has  likewise 
been  familiar  with  farming  pursuits  from  his  boy- 
hood u[).  As  an  instructor  he  has  made  a  good 
record,  liaving  taught  school  six  terras  consecut- 
ively in   his  own  district  very  successfully. 

Mr.  Jellum  completed  his  education  at  Clay 
Center,  walking  to  and  from  the  latter  place,  a  dis- 
tance of  eleven  miles,  each  week.  He  comes  of  a 
hardy  race,  was  born  near  Christiana,  Norway, 
March  4,  1861,  and  is  the  son  of  Andrew  G.  Jellum, 
-who  was  born  near  the  eapitalof  Norwa}-,  Nov.  11, 
1834.  He  comes  from  an  old  line  of  soldiers  of 
German  extraction,  his  paternal  grandfather,  And- 
rew Hill,  having  been  a  native  of  Hesse  Darmstadt, 
Germany.  The  latter  participated  in  the  war  of 
1812-13,  when  Norway   and    Sweden    were  united, 


and  spent  his  last  years  in  the  former.  He  reared 
a  large  family,  among  them  being  a  son,  Andrew 
Hill,  the  fatlier  of  Andrew  G.  Jellum— the  latter 
receiving  his  name  from  the  farm  on  which  he  lo- 
cated and  purchased  after  reaching  man's  estate. 

Andrew  Hill,  the  father  of  Andrew  G.  Jellum, 
lived  and  died  near  the  capital  of  Norway,  attain- 
ing to  a  ripe  old  age.  He  had  served  as  Assistant 
Sergeant  in  the  Regimental  department  of  the  Na- 
tional Guards  for  several  years,  but  likewise  car- 
ried on  farming  a?id  was  a  prominent  man  in  I. is 
community.  His  son,  Andrew  G.,  tiie  father  of  our 
subject,  was  reared  on  the  farm  and  when  of  suit- 
able years  served  as  a  soldier  for  some  time  in  the 
National  Guards,  his  headquarters  being  at  Horton, 
Norway.  His  brother,  John  Hill,  retaining  his 
father's  name,  is  now  an  officer  in  the  Home  Guards 
of  his  native  country,  with  which  he  has  served  for 
seven  j'ears. 

Andrew  G.  Jellum  upon  reaching  man's  estate 
married  a  lady  of  his  own  country — Miss  Carrie 
Stixrod,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  a  seaport 
town,  Selvig,  and  was  the  'laughter  of  Samuel  Stix- 
rod, who  followed  the  profession  of  a  teacher 
and  was  a  leader  under  the  Government  and  in  the 
church,  being  likewise  at  the  head  of  the  choir  in 
his  parish.  He  was  well  educated  and  followed  the 
profession  of  a  teacher.  He  lived  to  an  advanced 
age  and  during  his  last  years  received  a  pension 
from  the  Government.  He  kept  himself  well  in- 
formed upon  all  subjects  of  political,  social  and 
religious  interest,  and  was  a  leading  member  of  the 
Lutheran  Church. 

After  marriage  Andrew  G.  Jellum  and  his  wife 
lived  on  a  farm  near  the  eapitalof  Norway-,  where 
were  born  their  three  eldest  children — Christ,  Hans 
S..  our  subject,  and  a  sister,  Louisa.  The  latter 
never  came  to  America  but  was  reared  by  her 
grandparents, and  is  now  married  to  Ole  Hall,  in 
Norwa}'.  Upon  leaving  Norway  Andrew  Jellum 
was  accompanied  by  his  wife  and  their  two  sons, 
taking  passage  at  the  port  of  Christiana  in  May. 
1868,  on  the  sailing  vessel  "Ilanah,"  under  com- 
mand of  Capt.  John  Larson.  AVhen  some  d.iys 
out  they  were  nearly  shipwrecked  in  mid-ocean  by 
a  storm,  the  vessel  being  stripped  of  all  its  masts  and 
I    left  floating  at  the  mercy  of  the  winds  and  waves. 
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After  drifting  about  for  some  clays  the}'  were 'en- 
abled to  put  into  a  port  at  Limerick,  Ireland,  where 
they  were  obliged  to  sojourn  for  six  weeks,  during 
which  time, the  vessel  was  repaired  and  they  again 
started  on  their  journey.  After  a  successful  voy- 
age of  some  weeks  they  landed  in  C^uebec,  Canada, 
in  July,  18G8. 

From  the  Dominion  the  Jellum  family  ina(Je 
their  way  by  canal  and  river  to  Detroit,  Mich.,  and 
thence  across  the  lake  to  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  landing 
at  that  place  in  August  of  the  year  above  men- 
tioned. They  settled  in  Norway,  Wis.,  with  an 
old  Norse  colony,  who  had  located  in  Racine 
County,  Wis.,  and  which  contained  the  first  Luth- 
eran Church  established  in  the  United  States.  The 
father,  in  18G9,made  a  trip  through  Hamilton  and 
Webster  Counties,  Iowa,  with  a  view  of  changing 
his  location,  but  not  liking  the  climate  he  returned 
to  his  family'  in  Norway,  Wis.,  and  in  due  time 
came  to  what  was  then  known  as  the  Eldora- 
do of  the  West — Kansas.  Thej'  located  tempor- 
arily in  Waterville,  Washington  County,  where 
the  father  emploj'ed  himself  at  whatever  he  could 
find  to  do,  and  in  the  meantime  homesteaded  160 
acres  of  land  on  section  8,  in  Garfield  Township, 
Clay  County,  where  he  has  since  lived.  At  the 
time  of  securing  his  land  he  walked  from  Water- 
ville to  Junction  Citj-,  a  distance  of  fifty  miles, 
making  the  trip  in  one  day  and  filing  his  claim  in 
the  United  States  Land  OfHce.  The  next  'daj'  he 
returned  as  he  had  gone,  arriving  home  in  time  for 
an  early  supper.  He  put  up  a  shant}'  on  his  land 
in  the  fall  of  1870  and  from  that  time  on  effected 
one  improvement  after  another  until  the  Jellum 
farm  is  considered  one  of  the  most  desirable  in 
the  county. 

The  father  of  our  subject  wastlie  son  of  wealthy 
parents,  l-ut  his  father  having  died  and  a  stepfather 
coming  into  the  family,  he  was  deprived  of  his 
rightful  heritage,  only  receiving  $600  from  his 
mother's  estate  after  her  death,  which  took  place 
in  1870.  This,  however,  was  much  better  than 
nothing,  enabling  him  to  obtain  a  foothold,  finan- 
cially, much  sooner  than  he  otherwise  would  have 
done.  He  has  now  a  sufticiency  of  this  world's 
goods  and  has  likewise  attained  to  prominence  in 
his  comrouuity,  taking  an  active  part   in  local  mat- 


ters and  contributing  his  quota  to  the  general  wel- 
fare of  the  people.  He  is  an  active  member  of  the 
Lutheran  Church  and  in  politics  is  a  Union  Labor 
man.  Personally,  he  is  a  fine  example  of  manly 
strength  and  vigor.  He  is  now  fifty-four  years  of 
age  and  his  estimable  wife  is  fifty-three.  The  lat- 
ter is  mentally  and  physicially  the  suitable  com- 
panion of  her  husband — very  bright  and  intelli- 
gent and  possessing  unusual  strength  and  activity 
for  one  of  her  3-ears. 

To  the  parents  of  our  subject  there  were  born 
eight  children,  the  three  j^oungest  of  whom  are  na- 
tives of  Kans.as,  and  are  named  respectively, 
Sophia,  John  B.  and  Anna  K.  The  two  elder  also 
born  in  this  country  are,  Josie  J.  and  Martin.  None 
are  married  with  the  exception  of  the  eldest 
daughter  previously  mentioned.  Hans  S.  has  been 
quite  jjrominent  in  political  affairs,  serving  in  the 
fall  of  1886  as  a  delegate  to  the  Fifth  District 
Congressional  Convention,  and  in  1888  he  was  a 
delegate  to  the  State  Convention  of  the  Union 
Labor  party,  the  first  convention  of  the  kind  held 
in  Kansas.  He  belongs  to  the  Knights  of  Pythias, 
Custer  Lodge,  No.  19,  at  Clay  Center,  and  is  a 
charter  member  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance  of  Gar- 
field Township,  which  was  organized  Sept.  2.5, 
1889.     He  lives  with  his  parents  and   is  unmarried 


OLIVER  II.  BEESON,  the  only  man 
Washington  County  who  has  served  two 
•essive  terms  in  the  Kansas  Legislature, 
possesses  some  peculiar  traits  of  character 
among  them  that  magnetic  influence  which  dravvs 
around  him  friends  and  admirers  wherever  he 
goes.  He  is  chiefly  interested  in  agricultural  jjur- 
suits  and  has  been  highly  successful  as  a  farmer 
and  stock-raiser.  He  owns  and  occupies  a  fine 
estate,  comprising  240  acres  of  land  on  section  34, 
Strawberry  Township. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Wa3ue 
County,  Ind.,  near  the  town  of  Franklin,  Jan.  6, 
1834.  His  father,  Ithamer  Beeson,  was  born  in 
Guilford  Countj-,  N.  C,  and  is  long  since  deceased. 
He  followed  farming  for  his  occupation  and  traced 
his  ancestry  to  four  brothers  who  emigrated  from 
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EngLand  during  the  Colonial  days.  He  married 
Miss  Mary,  daughter  of  Jacob  Bales  and  a  native 
of  Tennessee.  Jacob  Bales  was  a  very  powerful 
man,  physically,  and  likewise  possessed  the  sub- 
stantial traits  of  character  which  constituted  him 
an  lionest  man  and  a  good  citizen. 

To  the  parents  of  our  subject  there  were  born 
eight  children,  only  three  of  whom  are  living  and 
of  whom  Oliver  II.  was  the  eldest.  Lewis  R.  is  a 
resident  of  Sheridan  Township,  Kan. ;  Cynthia  E. 
(  Mrs.  Brineman)  is  a  resident  of  Wells  County,  Ind. ; 
the  youngest  son,  William  H.,  lost  his  life  in  the 
Inion  array  during  the  late  war  in  which  he  served 
as  a  member  of  Company  I,  69th  Indiana  Infantry; 
Oliver  H.  was  educated  mostlj'  in  a  Quaker  school, 
ills  parents  belonging  to  that  religious  sect,  and 
when  of  suitable  years  he  began  learning  the  coop- 
er's trade.  He  followed  this  mostly  during  the 
winter  season  for  a  period  of  t^-enty  years  and 
worked  his  farm  in  summer.  He  had  an  ample  ex- 
jierience  of  pioneer  life  in  Indiana  and  knows  all 
about  rolling  logs,  grubbing  out  stumps,  pulling 
dogweed,  etc. 

Wlien  a  young  man  Mr.  Beeson  emigrated  to 
llenr}-  County,  Ind.,  and  was  there  married  Aug. 
17,  1854  to  Miss  Asenath  Adams.  This  lady  was 
tiie  daughter  of  Ebenezer  Adams,  who  spent  his 
last  years  in  Indiana.  Of  her  union  with  our  sub- 
ject there  were  born  three  children,  the  eldest  of 
whom,  Lewis  C,  married  Miss  Belle  McAtee,  and 
is  farming  in  Linn  Township,  Kan.;  thoj'  have  one 
cliild,  Ei\\e.  John  married  Miss  Martha  E.  Tate, 
and  is  farming  in  Strawberrj-  Townshi|)  and  is  the 
fatlier  of  two  children.  Earl  and  Ota.  Curtis  mar- 
ried Miss  Harriet  Blosser  and  lives  in  Clifton,  this 
State;  they  have  three  children,  Marvin,  Melissa 
and  Lenora.  Mrs.  Asenath  Beeson  departed  this 
life  March  18,  1862,  at  her  home  in  Indiana. 

On  the  27tli  of  November.  1862,  Mr.  Beeson 
contracted  a  second  matrimonial  alliance  with  Miss 
Sarah,  daughter  of  Jonathan  Adams,  who  died  in 
Plattsmouth,  Neb.  Jan.  19,  1873.  Mrs.  Sarah 
Beeson  was  born  in  Henry  County,  Ind.,  March  10, 
1838.  Her  union  with  our  subject  resulted  in  the 
birth  of  nine  children,  eight  of  whom  are  living, 
viz.:  William  H.,  Benjamin  F.,  Charles  Ulysses; 
Laura  E.,  Arminta  J.,  Oliver  C,  Edward  B.  and 


James  O.  Lemuel  Y.,  the  youngest,  died  of  diph- 
theria in  his  second  year;  he  was  a  remarkable  child, 
unusually  bright  and  intelligent,  and  his  death  was 
a  severe  affliction  to  the  farailv.  Benjamin  married 
Miss  Hattie  Billings  and  lives  in  Strawberry  Town- 
ship; Laura  is  the  wife  of  George  Dolin  of  Siieridan 
Township;  neither  of  them  have  children. 

Mr.  Beeson  settled  in  the  vicinity  of  Platts- 
mouth, Neb.,  in  186.5,  where  he  prosecuted  farming 
until  1873.  That  year,  coming  to  Washington 
Count3^  Kan.,  he  settled  on  his  present  farm,  select- 
ing it  because  of  its  unequaled  springs  of  water 
which  render  the  land  exeeedinglj^  fertile.  It  is 
largely  devoted  to  stock-raising,  a  specialty  being- 
made  of  graded  Poland-China  swine.  Mr.  Beeson 
served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  two  years  and  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  Legislature  on  the  Repub- 
lican ticket  in  1881.  He  gave  such  good  satisfac- 
tion to  his  constituents  that  he  was  re-elected  in 
1883,  being  nominated  by  acclamation  at  the  con- 
vention. He  has  ever  maintained  a  stanch  adher- 
ence to  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party.  His 
farm  contains  the  highest  point  of  land  in  Straw- 
berry Township  and  on  that  point  he  raised  the 
stars  and  stripes  during  the  Harrison-Cleveland 
campaign.  He  intends  keeping  that  tattered  flag 
as  a  memento  of  that  memorable  year.  He  is 
thoroughly  posted  upon  State  and  National  issues, 
and  in  religious  matters,  is  identified  with  the  Uni- 
ted Brethren  Church. 


^  ELSON  B.  CERTAIN  was  born  in  Warren 
County.  Oliio.  March  13,  1819.  In  that 
county  he  was  reared,  receiving  his  educa- 
tion in  the  subscription  schools.  When  thirteen 
years  old,  he  began  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  black- 
smith. He  worked  at  that  trade  in  Ohio  until  the 
spring  of  18.50,  when  he  went  to  Greene  County, 
III.  He  continued  at  his  tr.ade  in  that  State  until 
1871.  He  then  came  to  Washington  County,  Kan., 
and  took  up  1 60  acres  under  tlie  Homestead  Act. 
The  land  was  located  on  section  20,  Sheridan 
Township,  and  has  been  his  home  from  that  date. 
The  journey  from  Illinois  was  made  by  wagon,  and 
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a  few  deer  and  antelope  were  ^el  to  be  seen  in  this 
section. 

The  first  dwelling-  of  Mr.  Certain  in  this  county 
was  a  little  cottonwood  shanty,  16x20  feet.  The 
few  settlers  in  the  vicinity  were  chiefly  residents  of 
"dugouts."  After  building  the  cabin  home,  Mr. 
Certain  began  to  break  prairie  and  improve  his 
farm.  .Since  that  time  it  has  been  brougiit  to  a 
high  state  of  cultivation,  and  is  well  improved.  The 
entire  estate  is  under  the  plow,  or  in  pasture.  It 
is  furnished  with  stable,  corn-cribs  and  other  ade- 
quate outbuildings.  The  present  dwelling  is  a  neat 
and  substantial  frame,  much  more  commodious 
than  the  home  in  which  the  family  first  took  up 
their  abode.  An  orchard  of  at  least  100  trees  adds 
to  the  comfort  •  and  beauty  of  the  estate.  When 
Mr.  Certain  came  to  this  county,  the  town  of  Clif- 
ton consisted  of  one  store,  one  hotel  and  one  saw- 
mill, and  the  country  adjacent  was  chiefly  open  and 
wild. 

In  Warren  Count)',  Ohio,  Mr.  Certain  celebrated 
his  marriage  with  Miss  Caroline  Berger.  This 
worthy  lady  was  a  daughter  of  Adam  and  Rebecca 
(Martin)  Berger.  A  short  time  before  her  birth,  her 
father  had  sold  his  property  in  Ohio,  wth  the  in- 
tention of  removing  to  Indiana.  Prior  to  his  re- 
moval, he  rented  the  house  in  which  our  subject 
had  been  born.  In  that  house  Mrs.  Certain  first 
saw  the  light.  While  she  was  yet  an  infant,  her 
parents  went  to  Indiana,  where  two  years  later  her 
father  met  his  death.  While  working  on  a  canal, 
he  was  killed  by  an  accident.  His  widow  later 
returned  with  her  family  to  Warren  County,  Ohio, 
where  she  subsequently  died.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Berger 
were  natives  of  Mar^'land  and  North  Carolina  re- 
spec  tivelj'. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Certain  have  four  children  living: 
Mary,  now  Mrs.  Frederick  Snell,  resides  in  this 
township;  Bates  T.  lives  in  Kansas  City,  Wyan- 
dotte Co.,  Kan.  Robert  M.  lives  on  the  farm  with 
his  parents,  and  has  the  management  of  the  estate; 
he  married  Miss  Ada  Wolf,  and  has  two  children. 
Another  son,  Andrew  J.,  is  also  living  at  home. 
Seven  children  have  been  removed  from  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Certain  by  death.  Five  were  taken  in  in- 
fancy. Of  the  others,  Sarah  J.  married  Thomas 
Atterbery,  and  died,  leaving  three  children,     One 


of  them,  Lillie  May,  is  being  reared  by  her  grand- 
parents (our  subject  and  his  wife).  ;  Belle  married 
Alfred  Griffith,  and  died,  leaving  one  child. 

Mr.  Certain  is  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  at 
Clifton,  having  joined  the  order  in  Illinois  about 
thirty  years  ago.  He  and  his  wife  are  communi- 
cants of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr. 
Certain  is  a  man  of  upright  character,  well-informed 
and  genial,  and  is  held  in  higli  repute  as  a  man 
and  citizen. 


WTLLIAM  STKINFELDT,  the  owner  of  560 
broad  acres  of  land  in  Independence  Town- 
ship, Washington  Countjr,  has  his  home  on 
section  21,  and  has  made  all  the  improvements 
which  are  upon  it.  The  land  was  raw  prairie  when 
it  came  into  his  i)ossession,  and  a  part  of  it  is  trav- 
ersed by  the  Burlington  &  Missouri  River  Rail- 
road. The  residence  is  located  about  three  miles 
south  of  Lanham,  and  five  miles  north  of  Ilaiiover. 
In  addition  to  general  farming,  Mr.  Steinfeldt  is 
successful  as  a  stock-raiser,  keeping  usually  100 
head  of  cattle,  the  same  number  of  swine  and  fif- 
teen head  of  horses.  The  proprietor  is  a  man  of 
note  in  his  community,  as  being  one  of  the  largest 
land-owners  in  this  section.  lie  votes  the  straight 
Republican  ticket,  and  takes  an  active  interest  in 
politics,  being  prominent  in  his  party,  and  fre- 
quently sent  as  a  delegate  to  county  conventions. 
He  has  been  a  member  of  the  School  Board  of  his 
district  for  several  years,  and  was  once  elected  Con- 
stable, but  declined  to  serve. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  the  Grand 
Duchy  of  Oldenburg,  Germany,  Feb.  12, 1849,  and 
was  the  eldest  in  a  family  of  sis  children,  the  off- 
spring of  William  and  Hamena  (Spanhawk)  Stein- 
feldt, who  were  likewise  natives  of  Oldenburg,  and 
the  father  a  jeweler  by  trade.  They  were  reared 
and  married  in  their  native  place,  and  tiie  mother 
spent  her  entire  life  in  Germany,  dying  in  1882, 
when  quite  well  advanced  in  years.  The  father  is 
still  living  there.  William  emigrated  to  America 
when  a  youth  of  seventeen  years,  coming  directly 
to  Kansas.  He  spent  the  first  three  years  in  Doni- 
phan County,  then  removed  to  Washington  County, 
where  he  has  since    lived.     He    recived  a  fair  edu- 
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cation  in  his  native  tongue,  and  was  bred  to  farm- 
ing pursuits  from  his  boyhood  up. 

In  the  spring  of  1875,  William  .Steinfeldt  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Ida,  daughter  of  Will- 
iam and  Caroline  (Dehn)  Jenicke.  The  parents  Of 
ilrs.  Steinfeldt  were  natives  of  Mecklenburg,  Ger- 
many, whence  they  emigrated  to  America  in  1865. 
The  father  spent  his  last  years  in  Hanover  Town- 
ship, dying  in  1873.  The  mother  is  still  living, 
and  makes  her  liome  with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Mi- 
nardus,  in  Hanover,  this  .State.  The  parental  house- 
hold included  Ave  children,  of  whom  Mrs.  Stein- 
feldt was  the  third  in  order  of  birth.  She  was 
born  in  Germany,  March  1,  1852,  and  was  a  child 
of  thirteen  j'ears  when  her  parents  came  to  Amer- 
ica. She  attended  the  common  school,  and  re- 
mained with  her  parents  until  her  marriage.  Of 
this  marriage  there  have  been  born  four  children — 
AVilliam,  aged  thirteen  years  (1889);  Hildah,  aged 
eleven  j-ears;  John,  aged  nine,  and  Edward,  aged 
seven.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Steinfeldt  are  members  in 
good  standing  of  the  German  Lutheran  Churcii. 
Like  many  of  the  people  around  them,  they  com- 
menced with  small  means,  but  have  now  a  sufficiencj- 
of  this  world's  goods  to  fortify  them  against  want 
in  their  old  aye. 


-»«ii^*^^^=" 


1";GNATIUS  KLECAN.  Tlierc  is  nowhere  a 
I  finer  field  than  the  State  of  Kansas  for  noting 
_\  the  extent  to  which  energy  and  industry  have 
elevated  its  people.  The  subject  of  this  notice  is  an. 
Other  forcible  illustration  of  what  a  man  may  ac- 
complish, beginning  at  the  foot  of  the  ladder  in  life 
and  keeping  one  steady  purpose  in  view.  Mr.  Kle- 
can  when  starting  out  in  life  had  nothing  to  depend 
uiion  but  his  own  resources,  but  now,  after  a  lapse 
of  years  which  have  been  spent  in  the  practice  of 
industry  and  economy,  he  finds  himself  the  owner 
of  a  good  property,  a  fine  farm  and  a  pleasant 
home,  and  enjoys  the  respect  and  good  will  of  his 
neighbors.  He  is  a  man  who  has  seen  much  of  the 
world  and  has  learned  well  from  observing  closely 
that  which  is  going  on  around  him. 

The  sixth  child  of  his  parents,  Mr.  Klecan   was 
born  Aug.  3,  1849,  in  what  was  once  the  kingdom 


of  Bohemia,  Austria,  and  there  received  a  fair 
education  in  his  native  tongue.  His  father,  Thomas 
Klecan,  was  likewise  a  native  of  Bohemia,  and 
married  Miss  Catherine  Krutova,  a  native  of  his 
own  province.  After  the  birth  of  all  their  children 
they,  in  1852,  emigrated  to  America,  settling  first 
in  Peoria,  III.  Later  they  moved  across  the  Missis- 
sippi into  Lee  County,  Iowa,  and  from  the  Hawk- 
eye  State,  in  1859,  came  to  Washington  County, 
Kan.  The  father  was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and 
rested  from  his  earthly  labors  in  March,  1886,  at  a 
ripe  old  age.  The  mother  is  still  living  and  makes 
her  home  in  Hanover.  The  parental  family  con- 
sists of  eight  children,  all  of  whom  are  living 

Mr.  Klecan  on  reaching  his  majority  started  out 
in  life  for  himself,  and  for  five  years  thereafter  was 
on  a  steamboat  on  the  Mississippi  River.  Later  he 
was  on  a  canal  in  lona  for  one  year.  He  then 
learned  wagon-making,  at  which  he  worked  a  little 
over  one  year,  and  coming  to  this  State  with  his  par- 
ents settled  upon  a  farm  and  turned  his  attention  to 
agricultural  pursuits.  In  the  meantime  he  ac- 
quired a  good  knowledge  of  the  English  language 
and  is  more  than  ordinarily  proficient  in  speaking 
and  writing. 

On  Nov.  27,  1877.  Mr.  Klecan  was  married  to 
Miss  Annie,  daughter  of  Michael  Pacha,  further 
mention  of  whom  is  made  in  the  sketch  of  Michael 
Triska,  on  another  page  of  this  volume.  Of  this 
union  there  have  been  born  six  children,  four  of 
whom  are  living,  namely  :  Mary,  Tina,  Annie  and 
Joseph.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Klecan  are  members  in 
good  standing  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  at- 
tending services  at  Hanover.  Mr.  Klecan  votes 
the  Democratic  ticket  and  keeps  himself  well  posted 
upon  the  political  issues  of  the  day.  He  has  never 
aspired  to  oflflce,  simply  serving  as  Clerk  of  the 
School  Board  of  his  district. 

Mr.  Klecan  homesteaded  his  present  farm  when 
it  was  a  raw  prairie  without  any  improvements.  It 
embraces  160  acres,  seventy-five  of  which  arc  under 
thorough  cultivation.  He  has  planted  140  fruit 
trees  and  260  grape  vines,  and  is  quite  an  extensive 
breeder  of  cattle,  horses  and  swine.  His  dwelling  is  a 
comfortable  structure,  while  the  barn  and  other  out- 
houses are  all  that  is  necessary  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  his -live  stock  and    grain.     Mr.  Klecan  for 
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the  last  seventeen  years  has  added  considerably  to 
his  income  by  operating  a  threshing  machine.  He 
is  a  man  thoroughly  respected  in  his  community, 
and  in  redeeming  a  portion  of  the  soil  from  the 
wilderness  has  contributed  thus  much  to  the  devel- 
opment of  Hanover  Township. 


ii^_^01S'.  S.  V.  LEE.  Among  the  citizens  of 
jP^  Riley  County,  no  one  is  more  worthy  of 
A^  consideration  than  the  gentleman  whose 
^j  name  stands  at  the  head  of  this  sketch.  Well 
known  as  a  pioneer  of  Kansas,  he  has  often  been 
before  the  public  in  various  official  capacities,  oc- 
cupying high  places  of  trust,  and  it  reflects  honor 
on  himself  and  on  his  community  that  no  word  has 
ever  been  breathed  against  his  character  as  a  man, 
his  standing  as  a  gentleman,  or  his  loyalty  and 
trustworthiness  as  a  citizen.  He  is  a  resident  of 
Manhattan,  where  he  has  charge  of  Mr.  Purcell's 
grain  and  agricultural  implement  warehouse,  and 
his  tact,  versatility  and  good  business  habits  render 
him  an  invaluable  aid  to  that  gentleman  in  the  con- 
duct of  this  branch  of  bis  great  mercantile  in- 
terests. 

A  native  of  Pennsylvania,  our  subject  was  born 
in  Canaan  Township,  Wayne  County,  June  2i), 
1825.  His  father,  John  F.  Lee;  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Guilford,  Conn.,  and  was  a  son  of  Veue 
Lee,  who  is  supposed  to  have  been  a  native  of  that 
place,  though  born  of  English  parentage.  He  was  a 
farmer  and  moved  from  Connecticut  to  Pennsyl- 
vania at  an  early  daj',  the  removal  being  made  with 
oxen  and  cart.  He  bought  a  tract  of  500  acres  of 
partially  improved  land  in  Canaan  Township,  and 
was  a  resident  there  the  remainder  of  his  life.  In 
his  time  there  were  no  railways  in  Pennsylvania 
for  many  a  year  after  his  settlement  there,  and 
mills  and  markets  were  some  miles  distant.  When 
the  mines  were  opened  in  1828,  there  was  a  good 
market  for  produce  created,  the  firtt  mines  being 
opened  in  Luzerne  County,  seven  miles  from  his 
place.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Polly 
Johnson,  and  she  was  likewise  a  native  of  Connec- 
ticut. She  survived  her  husband  some  years,  dying 
at  last  on  the  old  homestead  in  Canaan  Township. 


They  were  conscientious  and  active  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  the  grandmother 
of  our  subject  being  one  of  the  six  that  formed  the 
first  Methodist  Class  in  G  uilford.  Conn.  The  father 
of  our  subject  was  ten  years  old  when  his  parents 
left  their  old  New  England  home  to  form  another 
in  the  wilderness  in  Pennsylvania.  He  was  bred 
to  the  life  of  a  farmer,  and  followed  agricultural 
pursuits  as  long  as  he  lived,  continuing  to  reside 
on  the  home  farm  until  about  one  year  before  his 
death,  when  he  moved  to  Carbondale,  where  he 
died  in  1831.  His  death  brought  an  honorable 
and  useful  life  to  a  close  while  it  was  yet  in  its 
prime.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Eliza 
Chumard,  and  she  was  born  in  New  York,  of 
French  and  German  ancestry.  There  were  five 
children  born  to  the  parents  of  our  subject.  After 
the  death  of  the  father  of  our  subject  his  mother 
married  a  second  time,  becoming  the  wife  of  Jesse 
Clark,  and  moving  with  him  to  Steuben  County, 
N.  Y.,  she  spent  the  rest  of  her  days  there,  finally 
meeting  her  death  by  being  struck  by  a  locomotive. 
She  was  the  mother  of  five  children  by  her  second 
marriage,  four  of  whom  grew  to  maturity. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  only  five  years  old 
when  his  father  died,  and  after  that  he  was  reared 
by  his  paternal  grandparents,  those  good  and  truly 
pious  Christian  people  carefully  training  him  in 
the  right  way  and  early  instilling  into  his  mind 
those  high  and  honorable  principles  which  nave  been 
his  guide  in  all  his  after  life.  The  first  recollec- 
tion that  he  has  of  traveling,  was  the  journey  of 
over  200  miles  that  he  took  with  his  grandmother 
with  a  horse  and  buggy  on  a  visit  from  Pennsyl- 
vania to  her  old  home  in  Connecticut,  he  at  that 
time  being  seven  years  old.  He  attended  school 
three  mionths  each  year,  and  the  remainder  of  the 
time  assisted  his  grandfather  in  the  labor  of  caring 
for  his  large  farm.  After  his  marriage  our  subject 
settled  on  land  in  Canaan  Township,  which  he  had 
inherited  from  his  grandfather.  He  farmed  there 
till  the  fall  of  1855,  when  he  removed  to  Indiana, 
having  traded  his  farm  in  Pennsylvania  for  one  in 
that  State,  located  ten  miles  south  of  Columbus,  in 
Hartholoinew  County.  He  resided  there  till  1860, 
and  in  the  meantime  had  exchanged  that  farm  for 
a  flour-mill,  which   unfortunately   was  burned  in 
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the  fall  of  1850.  In  tlie  spring  of  1860  he  re- 
solved to  try  life  on  the  plains  of  Kansas,  and 
traveled  hither  l)y  rail  as  far  as  St.  Louis,  and 
thence  by  steamer  to  Leavenwortli,  and  from  there 
he  traveled  overland  in  a  prairie  schooner  to  Potta- 
wattomie  County.  He  purchased  a  squatter's  claim 
in  Blue  Township,  and  subsequently  made  his  title 
good  b}'  complying  with  the  provisions  of  the 
homestead  act.  Twenty  acres  of  the  land  were 
improved  and  a  log  cabin  liad  been  put  up.  The 
cabin  was  afterwdrd  destroyed  by  fire,  and  he 
erected  a  more  substantial  house  of  stone  and  otlier 
necessary  buildings,  besides  planting  shade  and 
fruit  trees,  and  otherwise  greatly  increasing  the 
value  of  the  place.  After  the  death  of  iii?  wife,  in 
1875.  he  rented  his  farm,  and  coming  to  Manhattan, 
was  in  the  employ  of  Mr.  Purcell  the  ensuing  seven 
years.  He  next  took  charge  of  the  Blue  and  Kan- 
sas Valley  Commerci.al  Agency's  store,  retaining 
that  position  two  years.  In  1887  he  went  to  Cali- 
fornia, and  for  a  time  was  in  the  employ  of  the 
Pacific  Land  and  Improvement  Company.  After 
a  sojourn  of  six  months  in  the  Golden  State  he 
returned  to  Manhattan  in  1888,  and  in  the  spring 
of  1889  Mr.  Purcell  engaged  bim  to  take  charge  of 
hi.s  grain  and  agricultural  implement  warehouse, 
well  knowing  of  old  his  ability  and  faithfulness, 
ami  he  has  been  with  him  ever  since. 

Mr.  Lee  has  been  twice  married.  In  October, 
1840,  he  was  wedded  to  Eliza  Hubbard,  in  Corn- 
ing. N.  Y.  She  was  of  English  liirth  and  came  to 
this  country  with  her  |)arents  when  she  was  but 
five  years  old.  After  a  serene  and  happy  wedded 
life  of  nearly  thirty  years,  this  good  woman  and 
true  wife  passed  from  earth  in  February,  1875.  her 
death  taking  place  in  Pottawatomie  County,  in  the 
home  that  her  presence  had  blessed,  and  in  whose 
upbuilding  she  had  aided  her  husband.  Sir.  Lee 
was  married  in  1877  to  his  present  wife,  formerly 
Emily  A.  Stancliff.  a  native  of  Knox  County,  111. 
Their  pleasant  married  life  has  been  blessed  to 
them  by  the  birth  of  three  children — Arthur  M., 
Harry  S.  and  Mary  Esther. 

A  well-informed  man,  of  sound,  evenly-balanced 
intellect,  dignity  of  character  and  irreproachable 
morals,  Mr.  Lee's  fellow  citizens  have  always  duly 
recognized  his  fitness  in  every  way  to  be  entrusted 


with  the  management  of  important  public  affairs, 
and  while  he  was  a  resident  of  Pottawatomie 
County  he  was  often  called  upon  to  fill  some  re- 
sponsible oflfice.  At  one  time  he  was  elected  Super- 
intendent of  the  schools  of  Pottawatomie  County, 
but  he  refused  to  serve.  In  18G3  he  was  elected  as 
Representative  to  the  State  Legislature,  and  served 
in  that  honorable  body  with  great  credit  to  himself 
and  to  his  constituents.  He  was  Justice  of  the 
Peace  and  Township  Trustee  of  Blue  Township  for 
a  period  of  eight  years.  In  1870  he  was  appointed 
Census  Enumerator  for  the  western  half  of  Potta- 
watomie County.  For  two'  years  during  the  war 
he  was  Enrolling  Officer,  and  he  was  Revenue 
Collector  for  four  years,  and  collected  the  first 
revenue  in  the  Upper  Kansas  River  Valley.  In 
his  political  views  he  has  always  sided  with  the 
Republicans.  He  and  his  wife  are  people  of  strong 
religious  sentiments,  and  in  them  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  finds  two  of  its  most  faithful 
members. 


Vi 


(ILLIAM  KEESECKER  is  the  owner  and 
occupant  of  a  beautiful  farm  on  section 
34,  Farminglon  Township,  Washington 
County.  It  comprises  eighty  acres  of  cultivated 
land,  ujion  which  the  owner  has  planted  numerous 
shade  and  fruit  trees,  and  erected  a  comfortable 
and  attractive  residence.  In  this  pleasant  home 
Mr.  Keesecker  and  his  wife  are  enjoying  the  fruits 
of  the  labors  of  their  mature  years  and  the  society 
of  the  many  friends  to  whom  their  doors  are 
always  open,  and  to  whom  their  hospitality  is  so 
royally  dispensed. 

Mr.  Keesecker  is  the  eldest  of  a  family  of  eight 
children,  and  was  born  in  Berkeley  County,  W.  Va., 
Aug.  30,  1828.  His  parents,  Aaron  and  Margaret 
(Rightstine)  Keesecker,  were  also  natives  of  West 
Virginia,  where  the  father  died  in  1884.  The 
mother  had  departed  this  life  in  18G2,  while  on  a 
visit  to  her  children  in  Urbana.  Ohio.  The  gentle- 
man of  whom  we  write  was  reared  to  manhood  in 
his  native  State.  He  remained  under  the  i)arental 
roof  until  twelve  years  old,  when  he  was  appren- 
ticed to  a  tailor.  He  served  an  apprenticeship  of 
over  six    years,  becoming  thoroughly   acquainted 
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with  his  trade  in  all  its  branches.  Until  the  year 
1854  he  remained  in  his  native  State,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  fifteen  months,  which  he  spent  in  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.  During  .ill  this  time  he  followed  his 
trade,  and  continued  to  do  so  after  his  removal. 
After  leaving  his  native  State  he  was  a  resident  of 
West  Liberty,  Ohio,  until  the  spring  of  1879.  At 
that  period  he  turned  his  steps  westward,  and 
reaching  Kansas,  located  at  Washington.  He  there 
engaged  in  his  former  occupation,  coiitinuing  his 
work  therein  until  February,  1888.  He  then  re- 
tired from  the  business  and  removed  to  his  farm. 

In  Cleveland,  Ohio,  Feb.  22,  1862.  a  ceremony 
was  performed  which  transformed  Miss  Anna  Pirn 
into  Mrs.  William  Keesecker.  The  bride  was  born 
near  West  Liberty,  Ohio,  Dec  20,  1840.  Her 
father,  Israel  Pim,  and  her  mother,  Rachael  (Fisler) 
Pim,  were  natives  of  Chester  County,  Pa.,  where 
they  were  married  and  first  settled.  They  after- 
ward removed  to  Ohio,  and  for  some  time  lived 
near  West  Liberty.  In  1856  they  removed  to 
Bellefontaine,  Ohio,  where  they  died.  They  had  a 
family  of  six  children,  Mrs.  Keesecker  being  the 
youngest.  Mrs.  Keesecker  has  borne  her  husband 
two  children — Pusy  P.  and  Glenn  F. 

Mr.  Keesecker  is  a  Democrat  in  polities,  and  his 
faith  in  the  party  principles  is  unbounded.  He.ind 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
During  his  residence  in  Washington  Mr.  Keesecker 
gained  the  reputation  of  a  thoroughly  reliable 
workman  and  an  honorable  dealer.  The  social 
qualities  and  fine  character  of  Mr.  Keesecker  and 
his  wife  gain  them  many  friends. 


#-^ 


SAMUEL  CLARKE,  Editor  of  the  Wash- 
ington Post  has  been  a  resident  of  Kansas 
since  April  18,  1865,  on  which  day  he  ar- 
rived at  Atchison.  His  parents  are  John 
W.  and  Amanda  (Bard)  Clarke.  The  former  was 
born  in  Virginia  Jan.  16,  1830,  and  died  in  Atchi- 
son, K.an..  Jan,  2,  1885.  ■  He  was  a  carpenter  by 
trade,  working  at  that  occupation  all  his  life. 
He  resided  in  his  native  State  until  he  was  about 
twenty-five  years  of  age,  when  he  removed  to 
Iowa,  and    in   Warren   County,  that   State,  he  met 


his  future  wife,  to  whom  he  was  united  Nov.  10, 
1853,  in  Missouri.  The.y  made  their  home  in  War- 
ren County,  Iowa,  until  1864,  when  the  family  emi- 
grated to  Nebraska,  but  were  driven  off  by  hostile 
Indians,  and  then  moved  into  Omaha.  At  the 
time  stated  above  they  decided  to  make  their  per- 
manent home  in  Kansas  and  in  pursuance  of  that 
object  took  up  their  residence  in  Atchison.  During 
the  time  they  lived  there  Mr.  Clarke  continued  to 
work  at  his  trade,  laboring  at  it  faithfully  until  his 
death.  He  was  a  man  of  a  quiet,  retiring  disposi- 
tion, and  being  of  (Juaker  ancestry,  his  early  as- 
sociations naturallj'  left  their  impressions  upon  him 
and  he  never  sought  or  held  public  office,  but  was 
strong!}'  Democratic  in  his  political  sentiments. 
Some  of  his  connections  in  Virginia  were  slave- 
owners, but  he  himself  was  a  freedom-lover,  which 
was  the  main  cause  of  his  leaving  his  native  State, 
together  with  some  of  his  relatives.  His  widow 
nor  lives  in  Washington  with  her  son.  She  was 
born  Oct.  6,  1837,  in  Greenfield,  Indiana,  but  was 
reared  in  Illinois,  and  later  removed  with  her  par- 
ents to  Warren  County,  Iowa.  Her  ancestors  on 
her  father's  side  were  for  several  generations,  emi- 
nent as  physicians,  her  great-grandfather,  Samuel 
Bard,  of  I<;dinburg,  having  attained  a  world-wide 
fame  in  his  profession.  His  son,  Samuel,  grand- 
father of  Mrs.  Clarke,  was  a  physician  in  Phila- 
delphia, Pa.,  and  her  father,  Richard  Bard,  followed 
in  their  footsteps,  practicing  in  the  places  named, 
and  late  'n  life  he  removed  to  Boulder,  Colorado, 
where  he  pr.acticed  his  profession  until  his  death  in 
1880,  aged  about  seventy  years.  His  wife  pre- 
ceded him  to  the  grave  about  six  years. 

John  W.  and  Amanda  Clarke  were  the  parents 
of  six  children,  viz:  Samuel,  who  is  the  eldest; 
Mary  Jane,  wife  of  George  Elliston,  a  farmer,  liv- 
ing in  Atchison  County,  Kan.;  Malvina  Louisa  is 
unmarried  and  lives  in  Boulder,  Col.,  where 
she  is  engaged  in  teaching;  Julia  Annie  is  married 
to  W.  F.  Doran,  marble-cutter,  living  in  Bellville, 
Republic  Count}-,  Kan.;  William  Richard  is  travel- 
ing to  see  the  country,  not  yet  having  settled  down ; 
Florence  Antoinette,  the  youngest  is  with  her 
mother  and  brother  in  Washington. 

Samuel  Clarke  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
born  in  Palmyra,  Warren  County,  Iowa,   Aug.  15, 
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liS54,  and  was  therefore  but  eleven  years  of  age 
when  tlie  family  emigrated  to  Kansas.  In  Atchi- 
son lie  first  attended  the  common  schools,  afterward 
becoming  a  student  in  St.  Benedict's  College,  leav- 
ing that  institution  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  printer 
in  the  office  of  the  Atchison  Champion,  in  1870. 
He  stayed  there  two  years  then  entered  the  Patriot 
ottiee,  where  he  remained  more  than  seven  years. 
Having  by  this  time  been  married,  he  in  company 
with  his  wife's  father.  Dr.  Charles  Williamson,  a 
full  sketch  of  whose  life  is  given  elsewhere,  re- 
moved to  Palmer.  Washington  County,  where  they 
established  the  Palmer  Register,  the  first  number 
being  issued  April  10.  1880.  They  published  the 
paper  there  until  fall  when  they  removed  to  Wash- 
ington and  on  Aug.  12, 1880.  issued  the  first  num- 
ber of  the  Washington  Register,  still  published  un- 
der that  name.  In  January,  1883,  Mr.  Clarke  dis- 
posed of  his  interest  to  W.  A.  Clark,  who  had 
previously  purchased  Dr.  Williamson's  interest. 
Our  subject  then  went  to  Greenleaf,  Washington 
County,  where  he  was  employed  on  the  Journal 
until  the  following  spring. 

On  May  3.  1883,  Mr.  Clarke  established  in  Wash- 
ington the  paper  he  is  now  conducting.  In  Septem- 
ber 1884,  Charles  F.  Barrett  became  a  partner  in 
Xha  Enterprise,  awA  in  January  1885  our  subject 
sold  his  share  to  Mr.  Barrett,  going  into  the  office 
of  the  Washington  Republican,  where  he  worked 
until  December  1,  1888,  when  he  re-purchased  the 
Post  of  which  he  is  now  sole  proprietor.  The  pa- 
per is  Democr.atic  in  politics,  and  has  attained  a 
good  circulation  and  a  fair  share  of  advertising 
patronage.  It  is  well  fitted  up  and  has  every  ap- 
l)liance  for  doing  good  job  printing.  Another  en- 
terprise in  which  Mr.  Clarke  was  engaged  during 
this  time  was  the  publication  of  the  ^'Morning  and 
Day  of  Reform"  a  temperance  organ  which  had 
been  removed  here  from  Chicago,  111.,  and  which 
he  printed  for  a  few  months,  when  it  was  removed 
to  New  York  where  it  is  published  under  the  name 
of  the  '-Voice." 

April  27,  1879.  in  Washington.  Mr.  Clarke  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Ann  William- 
son, daughter  of  Dr.  Charles  Williamson,  whose 
family  history  is  given  under  his  name.  She  was 
born    at    Mt.     Pleasant.    Atchison     Co.,    Kan.,   in 


December,  1859.  They  have  four  ciiildren  now 
living — Sarah  Amanda;  Oscar  L. ;  Kittie  Clover; 
and  Charles  Williamson.  One  child,  J^aura  Estella, 
died  Dec.  18,  1880  aged  but  a  few  months. 

JNIr.  and  Mrs.  Clarke  are  member?  of  the  Episco- 
pal Church  of  wl-.ich  he  is  Clerk  and  he  is  now  Su- 
perintendent of  its  Sunday-school.  A  hard  worker 
and  a  man  of  character,  Mr.  Clarke  is  making  a 
success  in  his  chosen  profession,  and  stands  well  in 
the  city  where  he  has  permanently  settled  and  where 
he  is  recognized  as  a  good  citizen.  He  is  and  has 
been  City  Clerk  for  the  past  seven  years. 

J]  ESSE  J.~  BREWER,  the  veteran  soldier  and 
I  prominent  farmer  who  is  the  subject  of  this 
1  sketch,  resides  on  section  34,  Ogden  Town- 
'  ship.  Riley  County.  His  father,  John  Brewer, 
was  a  native  of  Virginia,  and  a  farmer  by  occupa- 
tion. The  mother,  Nancy  (Dowd)  Brewer,  was  a 
native  of  Ohio.  The  parents  were  married  in  that 
State,  and  resided  there  during  their  lives,  the 
death  of  Mrs.  Brewer  occurring  there  in  1844.  The 
father  was  again  married,  and  trudged  along  life's 
pathway  a  few  more  j'ears,  departing  at  length  in 
1857.  His  first  union  was  made  fruitful  by  the 
birth  of  ten  children,  three  of  whom  are  now  liv- 
ing. The  subject  of  this  sketch  w.as  the  eighth 
child  in  order  of  birth,  and  was  ushered  into  this 
world  of  changes,  Feb.  4,  1837,  in  Vinton  County,' 
Ohio. 

Jesse  J.  Brewer  remained  under  his  father's  roof- 
tree  until  he  reached  the  age  of  nineteen  years, 
when  he,  like  so  manj-  of  the  youth  of  tiie  more 
Eastern  States,  left  home  to  do  for  himself,  and  fol- 
lowed the  "star  of  empire"  in  its  westward  course, 
until  he  reached  Vermillion  County,  111.  He  only 
remained  there  about  one  year,  however,  when  he 
went  southward  to  Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  where  he 
spent  the  winter.  In  the  spring  of  1858,  he  pur- 
sued his  journe}'  westward,  .and  arrived  in  Kansas 
during  the  trouble  that  agitated  the  territory,  and 
which  became  the  herald  announcing  the  approach 
of  the  mighty  conflict  that  subsequently  shook  the 
entire  country  from  centre  to  circumference.  5Ir. 
Brewer  remained  in  Leavenworth   County    during 
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the  excitement  of  that  period,  and  then  removed 
to  Rilej'  County  and  settled  on  his  present  place. 
It  was  all  raw  land  at  that  time,  and  he  was  almost 
the  only  settler  for  many  miles  around.  He  pre- 
empted the  quarter-section,  and  erected  some  build- 
ings, broke  up  the  land,  and  began  his  home.  Such 
a  loi^el^'  and  desolate  life,  far  away  from  kindred, 
friends,  or  neighbors,  would  have  been  appalling  to 
timid  natures,  but  the  pioneers  were  too  busy,  to 
be  lonely,  and  too  hopeful  of  the  future,  to  pay 
serious  attention  to  the  apparent  desolation  around 
them.  Mr.  Brewer,  inspired  by  the  courage  and 
hopefulness  of  youth,  worked  vigorously  to  make 
a  comfortable  home,  but  the  flat  of  war  had  gone 
forth  calling  the  patriotic  sons  of  our  land  to  leave 
their  homes  and  face  danger  and  death,  wounds 
and  imprisonment,  to  rescue  their  beloved  Union 
from  those  who  sought  to  dismember  it. 

In  August,  1862,  Mr.  Brewer  responded  to  tlie 
call  for  troops,  and  enlisted  in  Company  A,  9th 
Kansas  Cavalry,  under  Col.  Lind.  The  field  of 
operations  to  which  this  regiment  was  assigned,  em- 
braced the  district  of  Southwestern  Missouri,  Arkan- 
sas and  Indian  Territory.  As  readers  of  the  history 
of  the  war  know,  the  fighting  in  that  region  was 
both  sharp  and  severe.  In  addition  to  the  regularly 
organized  hosts  of  the  enemy  with  whom  they  had 
to  contend,  they  were  menaced  by  Indians,  and 
those  irregularly  formed  bands  which  were  such 
a  terror  to  the  border  States — guerrillas.  One  of  the 
guerrila  bands  with  which  Mr.  Brewer  and  his  fel- 
low-soldiers had  to  deal,  was  led  by  the  daring 
chief  named  Quantrell.  The  regiment  of  which 
Mr.  Brewer  was  a  member,  saw  considerable  service 
skirmishing  witli  (Juantrell's  band,  and  also  with 
several  others,  but  never  flinched  from  doing  its 
whole  duty,  however  iiard  or  disagreeable  it  might 
happen  to  be. 

Mr.  Brewer  served  his  country  faithfully  and 
well  during  the  three  years,  lacking  one  month, 
for  which  he  had  enlisted,  and  was  mustered  out 
and  honorably  discharged  at  Devall's  Bluff,  Ark. 
He  then  returned  home.  His  health  had  been  seri- 
ously impaired  by  the  exposure  and  hard  service 
he  had  been  obliged  to  undergo,  his  particular  ail- 
ment taking  the  form  of  bronchitis,  from  which  he 
has  since  been  a  sufferer.   Upon  his  arrival  at  home, 


he  again  took  up  his  work  on  the  farm,  which, 
iiowever,  had  not  been  wholly  neglected  during  his 
absence,  as  his  wife  was  able  to  keep  things  mov  • 
ing. 

Sept.  26,  1861,  Jesse  J.  Brewer  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Ernestine  Green,  a  daughter  of  Mrs. 
Mary  Green,  a  widow  who  lived  in  Riley  County, 
this  State.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  Brewer  were  from 
Hamilton,  Ohio,  and  the  family  removed  to  Kan- 
sas in  1856,  the  father  having  died  in  1849.  Of  their 
nine  children,  Mrs.  Brewer  was  the  youngest.  She 
was  born  in  Hamilton,  Ohio,  Julj'  24,  1841.  Her 
education  was  obtained  in  the  common  schools  of 
her  native  State,  and  the  faculty  then  gained  of 
being  able  to  enjoy  the  best  thought  of  the  world 
as  expressed  in  books  and  papers,  was  a  source  of 
great  consolation  to  her  in  her  frequently  loneh' 
life  on  the  prairie.  She  came  of  heroic  stock,  and 
needed  all  her  courage  to  carry  her  successfully- 
through  the  trying  umes  of  the  Civil  War,  which 
raged  so  fiercely  in  Kansas,  pending  its  admission 
to  the  dignity  of  Statehood.  A  brother  of  Mrs. 
Brewer,  James  H.  Green,  was  assistant  editor  of 
the  Free  Press,  of  Lawrence,  Kan.,  at  the  time  the 
border  ruffians  made  their  raid  on  that  place.  The 
raiders  threw  the  press  into  the  river,  and  !Mr. 
Green  barely  escaped  their  fur}-  by  slipping  through 
the  ranks  unobserved. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brewer  have  had  seven  children 
born  to  them,  of  whom  five  survive — Mar}-,  Sheri- 
dan, Eliza,  Carrie,  and  William  F.  They  are 
members  of  the  Christian  Church,  but  deplore  the 
fact  that  there  is  no  church  of  this  denomination 
in  their  town.  Although  not  permitted  to  wor- 
ship with  their  brethren,  thej'  nevertheless,  en- 
courage each  other  in  the  reading  of  the  inspired 
Word,  and  in  the  practice  of  the  Christian  virtues 
inculcated  therein.  Mr.  Brewer  is  one  of  the  lead- 
ing men  of  the  county,  not  only  in  wealth,  but  in 
natural  ability.  He  is  Treasurer  of  School  District 
No.  23,  and  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  of  Og- 
den,  also  of  the  Patrons  of  Husbandry  of  Manhat- 
tan. He  was  Secretary  of  the  Grange  at  Ogden, 
prior  to  its  demise.  He  is  also  a  member  of  J.  V. 
Parson  Post,  G.  A.R.,  at  Ogden. 

The  landed  possessions  of  Mr.  Brewer,  comprise 
760  acres,  all  of  which  is  situated  in  Ogden  Town- 
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ship,  and  lies  in  three  different  bodies.  It  is  all 
fenced,  and  160  acres  are  under  plough.  Besides 
other  fruit,  there  are  400  apple  trees,  200  each  of 
peaeii  and  cherry  trees,  and  sixty  grapes-vines,  all 
in  a  thrifty  condition.  Mr.  Brewer  is  a  large  cat- 
tle raiser,  and  also  pays  considerable  attention  to 
the  breeding  of  fine  horses  and  swine.  Politics 
finds  in  him  an  ardent  advocate,  and  he  does  not 
play  "follow  your  leader,"  but  decides  for  himself 
whom  and  what  to  vote  for,  and  then  follows  his 
convictions.  Although  an  Independent,  he  usually 
votes  for  the  Greenback  or  Union-Labor  ticket. 
He  was  among  the  first  to  detect  the  encroachments 
the  National  Banking  and  other  corporations  were 
making  upon  our  rights  and  liberties,  and  for  a 
luuuber  of  years  he  has,  through  the  press  and  oth- 
erwise, warned  his  fellowmen  of  the  fate  that  will 
in  the  near  future  befall  us  as  a  nation,  if  we  do 
not  possess  the  intelligence  and  virtue  to  divest 
these  corporations  of  the  dangerous  powers  dele- 
gated to  them. 

The  readers  of  this  volume  will  no  doubt  be 
pleased  to  see  the  portrait  presented  elsewhere,  of 
this  resolute  man,  who  was  not  only  a  pioneer,  but 
an  old-time  freighter,  who  uniformly  preserved  his 
courage  amid  the  dangers  he  was  called  upon  to 
pass  through  in  transporting  goods  across  the 
Plains. 


PREDERICK  ALLERHEILIGEN.  This  gen- 
tleman may  be  properly  classed  among  the 
pioneers  of  Hanover  Township,  Washington 
County,  as  he  came  to  tliis  section  when  there  was 
only  a  dug-out  upon  the  240  acres  of  land  of  which 
he  is  now  the  owner.  The  outlook  at  that  time,  it 
must  be  confessed,  was  anything  but  encouraging, 
but  this  pioneer  was  well  fitted  by  nature  and  train- 
ing to  enter  upon  the  task  before  him.  He  labored 
in  true  primitive  style  for  a  number  of  years,  amid 
many  difflculties.  and  in  due  time  met  with  the 
usual  reward  of  energy  and  perseverance.  His 
farm  now  presents  a  picture  of  well-tilled  fields, 
and  is  embellished  with  the  requisite  buildings,  in- 
eluding  a  comfortable  house,  a  barn  and  the  other 
structures  required  for  the  successful  prosecution 
of  farm  work.  All  these  have  been  erected  by  him- 


self, and  in  addition  he  has  put  out  200  fruit  trees,  a 
goodly  quantity  of  grape  vines,  and  has  an  assort- 
ment of  the  smaller  fruits.  During  the  season  of 
1889  he  had  twenty-seven  head  of  cattle,  113  head 
of  swine  and  seven  good  farm  horses.  He  is  greatly 
assisted  in  the  management  of  his  farm  by  his  two 
sous,  Henry  and  William,  who  are  young  men  of 
mure  than  ordinary  intelligence,  well-educated  in 
English  and  German,  and  possessing  those  habits 
of  industry  which  have  already  marked  them  as 
useful  and  reliable  members  of  their  community. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Hanover, 
German3',  Jan.  4,  1840,  and  is  thus  in  the  prime  of 
life.  He  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native 
province,  receiving  an  excellent  common-school 
education,  pursuing  his  studies  from  a  little  lad  of 
six  years  until  he  was  fourteen.  His  parents,  Henrj- 
and  Dorothea  (Hoffman)  Allerheiligen,  were  like- 
wise natives  of  Hanover,  where'  they  spent  their 
early  years  and  were  married.  After  the  birth  of 
all  their  children,  they,  in  186;'),  emigrated  to 
America,  and  for  four  years  thereafter  lived  in 
Illinois.  Thej'  then  crossed  the  Mississippi,  and 
coming  to  this  State,  settled  on  the  place  now  oc- 
cupied by  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  The  father 
died  in  September,  1883,  aged  about  seventy -six 
years;  the  mother  is  still  living,  making  her  home 
with  her  son.  Frederick,  and  is  now  seventy-six 
years  old. 

To  the  parents  of  our  subject  there  were  born 
four  children,  all  of  whom  are  living.  Frederick 
was  next  to  the  oldest.  He  did  not  aceompan_y  the 
family  to  America,  but  came  in  1870,  joining  his 
parents  in  Washington  County,  Kan.,  and  settling 
where  he  now  lives.  He  was  married  in  1864,  to 
Miss  Catherine  Weidler,  a  native  of  Hanover,  Ger- 
manj',  and  who  came  to  America  with  her  husband 
in  1870.  This  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  four 
children,  onl}'  two  of  whom  are  living — Henrj'  and 
William.  Mrs.  Catherine  (Weidler)  Allerheiligen 
departed  this  life  in  H.anovcr  Townsliip.  March  1, 
1884. 

In  August,  1886.  the  subject  of  this  sketcii  con- 
tracted a  second  marriage  with  Jliss  Mar3',  daugh- 
ter of  John  Douver.  The  latter  was  a  native  of 
Hanover,  Germany,  and  died  many  years  ago.  Our 
subject  and  his  estimable  wife  are  members  in  good 
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standing  of  tlie  Evangelical  Clmreli,  attending  ser- 
vices at  Hanover.  Mr.  AUerheiligen  is  Treasurer 
of  tlie  cluirch  funds.  He  votes  the  straight  Repub- 
lican ticket,  and  has  officiated  as  Road  Overseer  in 
his  district.  Henrj',  his  eldest  son,  owned  a  half- 
interest  in  a  threshing  machine,  which  he  operated 
late  in  the  summer  and  in  the  fall  of  the  5'ear,  and 
which  he  has  recently  sold.  The  family  are  highly 
respected  throughout  this  region,  and  amply  wor- 
thy of  representation  in  a  work  designed  to  perpcr 
tuate  the  names  of  those  who  have  assisted  in  the 
growth  and  development  of  Washington  County. 


(jR  ENRY  H.  A  YARD,  late  a  well-known  citi- 
¥j^'  zen  of  Farmington  Towaship,  constructed 
^^  one  of  its  most  valuable  homesteads,  and 
^p  departed  this  life  on  the  3d  of  January, 
1887.  He  was  born  near  St.  .Joseph,  Mo.,  Nov.  21, 
1839.  His  parents  were  were  .Simpson  and  Eliza 
(B.all)  Avard,  who  spent  their  last  years  near  Ed- 
wardsville.  111.  When  aproaching  manhood  Mr. 
Avard  removed  to  Madison  County,  111.,  where  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Ann  Mun- 
dis.  They  lived  thereafter  for  about  five  years  in 
Madison  County,  then,  in  October,  1878,  came  to 
Kansas,  and  were  soon  established  upon  the  farm 
which  afterward  remained  the  home  of  Mr.  Avard 
and  where  his  widow  still  lives. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  was  a  man  of  many 
excellent  qualities,  taking  an  active  part  in  political 
affairs,  and  being  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Repub- 
lican part3^  He  was  likewise  a  member  in  good 
standing  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  After 
the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War,  he  enlisted,  July  1, 
18G3,in  Company  F,  1 17th  Illinois  Infantry,  serving 
until  after  the  close  of  the  conflict.  In  the  meantime 
he  participated  in  the  following  battles:  LaFayette, 
Tenn.,  Queens  Hill,  Miss.,  Ft.  DeRussey,  Pleasant 
Hill,  Nashville,  Tenn.,  Blakely,  Ala.,  and  other 
minor  engagements.  After  leaving  the  service  he 
returned  to  Illinois,  remaining  there  until  coming 
to  Kansas  with  his  family. 

Mrs.  Mary  Ann  (Mundis)  Avard  was  the  third  in 
a  family  of  twelve  children,  and  was  born  in  Fay- 


ette County,  111.,  Dee.  28,  1853.  Her  parents  were 
Israel  and  Emily  (Ogle)  Mundis,  further  mention 
of  whom  is  made  elsewhere  in  this  Albu.m.  She 
was  quite  young  when  her  parents  removed  to 
Madison  County,  111.,  where  she  developed  into 
womanhood,  and  remained  under  the  home  roof 
until  her  marriage,  this  event  occurring  June  11, 
1873.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Avard  there  were  born 
two  children — Ella  I.  and  John  H. — who  were 
aged  fifteen  and  thirteen  years  respectivel.y.  ISIrs. 
Avard  since  the  death  of  her  husband  has  carried 
on  her  farm  in  a  praiseworthy  manner,  keeping  up 
its  former  reputation  as  one  of  the  best-regulated 
estates  in  this  part  of  the  county.  It  is  210  acres 
in  extent,  and  with  its  buildings  and  appurtenances 
stands  second  to  none  in  Washington  County. 


AMUEL  C.  CHESTER.   Among  the   pleas- 
ant homes  of  Clifton,  Washington   County, 
that  of    Mr.  Chester  is  noticeable  as  being 
finelj'  located,  and  the  residence  is  one  of  the 
most  tasteful,  substantial  and  attractive  within  the 
town   limits.     It  has  about  it   the  air  of   solidity 
I    and  comfort  which  harmonizes  well  with   the  char- 
j    acter  of   the  proprietor,  who  is  one  of  the  leading 
citizens    in   the  southwestern    part  of  Washington 
County.     He  came  to  this  locality  when  Washing- 
[    ton  was  a  part  of  Cla}'  County,  during  the  Territo- 
I    rial  days    of   Kansas,  before    the  county  organiza- 
tion had  been   effected  and  when  the  land   did  not 
come    into  the  market  until    about  three   months 
afterward.     Mr.  Chester  selected   160  acres  on  sec- 
tion 4,  township  6,  and  as  soon  as  a  land  office  w.is 
opened,  secured  possession    of    his    real    estate    at 
Government  prices. 

Later,  Mr.  Chester  homesteaded  160  acres  of 
land  and  then  purchased  eighty  acres.  He  is  now 
the  owner  of  400  acres,  all  of  which  has  been 
brought  to  a  state  of  cultivation  and  comprises  one 
of  the  best  farms  in  Clay  County.  It  lies  on  eitlier 
side  of  Peach  Creek,  being  thus  well  watered  and 
highly  productive.  Within  the  town  limits  of 
Clifton,  Mr.  Chester  has  two  acres.  Upon  coming 
to  this  region  Indians  were  plentiful,  and  although 
troublesome,  Mr.Chester  never  esteemed  them  really 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


1011 


ilnngerous,  they  never  attacking  him  cutriglit. 
White  men  at  tliat  time  were  few  and  far  between. 
Mv.  Chester  coinineucecl  business  with  a  capital 
comprising-  one  yoI<e  of  oxen,  a  log  chain  and  a  $20 
gold  piece.  From  that  modest  beginning  he  has 
built  up  a  large  and  valuable  estate,  mostly  by  the- 
fattening  of  live-stock.  In  1884  he  retired  from 
active  labor,  taking  up  his  home  in  Clifton,  and 
now  has  ample  time  to  mediate  upon  the  (iianges 
which  be  has  witnessed  during  the  period  of  his 
residence  in  this  section. 

The  birthplace  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  vvas 
on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  near  the  town  of 
Burbage,  Leiscestershire,  England,  where  he  first 
saw  the  light  June  21,  1830.  His  father,  William 
Chester,  was  a  native  of  Northamptonshire,  where 
he  made  his  living  by  honest  work,  and  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Elizabeth  Chester.  Subsequently  thej' 
lived  in  different  counties  in  England  and  at- 
tained to  an  old  age,  the  father  dying  when  eighty- 
three  and  the  mother  when  aged  about  eighty 
years.  They  conformed  to  the  doctrines  of  the  Epis- 
copal Church,  and  were  people  generally  respected 
in  their  community. 

Four  sons  and  four  daughters  comprised  the 
family  of  Charles  and  Eilizabeth  Chester,  six  of 
whom  passed  away  prior  to  the  death  of  the  parents. 
The  only  survivors,  therefore,  are  Samuel  C.  and 
his  brother  Charles,  the  latter  continuing  a  resident 
of  his  native  country.  Samuel  when  a  child  of 
seven  commenced  earning  his  own  living,  receiving- 
small  wages,  which  went  to  his  father  lor  his  keep- 
ing. W^hen  twenty-two  years  old  he  determined  to 
emigrate  to  America  and  took  passage  on  a  sailing 
vessel,  the  "  Washington,"  at  Liverpool,  Oct.  14, 
1852.  The  V03'age  occupied  five  weeks  and  two 
days,  and  young  Chester,  four  days  after  landing 
in  New  York  City,  made  his  way  to  the  woods  of 
Wa>'ne  County,  Pa.  He  sojourned  there  until 
March,  1854,  then  set  out  for  Michigan,  and  was 
employed  as  a  farm  laborer  in  Green  Oak  Town- 
ship. There  he  found  a  wife  and  helpmate,  being 
married  Dec.  26,  1855,  to  Mrs.  Ann  (Baldrey) 
Morris.  This  lady  was  born  in  Cambridgeshire, 
England,  April  17,  1824.  Her  father,  John  Bald- 
rey, married  an  English  lady,  who  died  when  her 
daughter  Ann  was  five  years  old.     The  father  was 


subsequently  married  to  Mary  Funnell,  and  emi- 
grated to  America,  settling  in  the  Hudson  Bay 
Company's  possessions,  where  he_livedone  and  one- 
half  years.  He  then  returned  to  England,  but 
came  back  to  America  and  settled  in  New  York 
State,  whence  he  removed  to  Illinois.  We  next 
find  him  in  Iowa,  and  there  Mr.  Baldrey  died,  when 
past  seventy-eight  years  of  age.  He  belonged  to 
the  Church  of  England.  His  wife  subsequently 
came  to  Kansas,  and  died  at  the  home  of  her 
step-daughter  Ann,  in  Clifton,  when  quite  old;  she 
was  a  member  of  the  same  church  as  her  husband. 
Mrs.  Chester  by  her  first  marriage  became  the 
mother  of  a  sou,  John  Morris,  who  is  married  and 
lives  on  a  farm  in  Sherman  Township.  After  their 
marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ciiesler  left  Michigan, 
March  20,  1859,  and  settled  in  Louisa  County, 
Iowa,  where  they  resided  one. 'year,  coming  thence 
to  Kansas.  While  a  resident  of  Sherman  Township 
Mr.  Chester  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  four 
years.  In  November,  1874,  he  was  elected  Count3- 
Commissioner  of  Clay  County  and  served  two  years. 
He  is  a  sound  Republican,  politically,  and  with  his 
excellent  wife  belongs  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  in  which  Mr.  Chester  officiates  as  a  Trus- 
tee. This  worthj'  couple  adopted  a  nephew,  John 
E.  Baldrey,  who  is  now  the  Deputy  Postmaster  in 
Clifton,  and  a  little  girl,  AUie  Smith,  who  married 
David  Marshall,  and  resides  on  a  farm  in  Clifton 
Township. 

J  I  OHN  KOENIG,  Justice  of  the  Peace.  Twenty- 
I  one  years  .ago  this  gentleman  landed  in 
I  America.  He  had  not  yet  reached  the  age 
'  of  manhood,  and  had  no  capital  except  his 
native  ability  and  the  excellent  education  which  lie 
had  received  in  the  Fatherland.  He  is  now  the 
owner  of  242+  acres  of  land,  all  improved,  and 
comprising  two  farms  on  each  of  which  is  a  dwell- 
ing and  adequate  outbuildings.  The  land  bears  200 
fruit  trees  of  the  usual  varieties,  200  grape  vines, 
200  Russian  mulberry  trees,  and  a  quantity  of  small 
fruit.  There  are  130  acres  under  the  plow,  while 
the  balance  affords  pasturage  for  fifty-three  head  of 
cattle,  fivehead  of  horses  and  100  head  of  hogs.  The 
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owner  of  this  fine  estate  resides  on  section  36,  In- 
dependence Township,  Washington  Count_y,  where 
he  is  well  known  as  an  industrious  and  progressive 
farmer,  and  an  enterprising  citizen. 

Mr.  Koenig  was  born  in  Hanover,  German}',  April 
21,  1848.  His  parents,  Frederick  and  Helene  (Sohl) 
Koenig,  were  also  natives  of  Hanover,  where  they 
resided  during  their  entire  lives.  The  father's 
death  took  place  in  1871;  that  of  the  mother  in 
1873.  They  had  a  family  of  six  boy.s  and  two 
girls,  our  subject  being  the  fifth  child.  He  was 
reared  upon  his  father's  farm. 

In  1868  Mr.  Koenig  came  to  America  and  went 
directly  to  Sauk  County,  Wis.  He  first  found  em- 
ployment in  a  sawmill,  but  at  the  expiration  of  three 
months  an  accident  to  his  hand  caused  him  to  seek  a 
new  occupation,  and  he  became  a  brick-maker.  He 
next  went  to  Iowa,  and  worked  on  a  railroad  in  the 
northwestern  part  of  the  State.  It  was  in  this  State 
in  the  winter  of  1868,  tliat  Mr. 'Koenig and  a  fellow 
traveler,  had  an  experience  which  came  near  prov- 
ing fatal.  They  were  on  foot  and  on  a  bitter  cold 
night  lost  their  way.  Not  being  able  to  find  the 
road  they  put  up  a  couple  of  stakes,  twenty  rods 
apart,  and  bj'  walking  from  one  to  tlie  other  all 
night  the}'  kept  from  freezing.  The  climate  of 
Iowa  being  too  hard  for  Mr.  Koenig,  he  returned 
to  Sauk  Count}',  Wis.,  where  he  worked  at  chop- 
ping rails.  He  made  300  per  day,  and  for  his 
labor  received  $6  and  $7  per  month  and  board. 
From  Sauk  County,  he  went  to  Grant  County,  where 
for  eight  months  he  worked  on  a  railroad.  He  then 
engaged  with  a  farmer  and  received  his  first  exper- 
ience in  the  pursuit  of  agriculture.  In  February 
1871,  he  came  to  Kansas,  and  for  four  years  was  em- 
ployed by  Fred  Broekmeyer  of  Hanover  Town- 
ship, this  county.  In  the  meantime  he  bought 
eighty  acres  of  land  where  he  now  lives,  and  set  to 
work  to  accumulate  money  to  lay  the  foundation 
for  a  home. 

Our  subject  was  united  in  the  bonds  of  mar- 
riage with  Dora  Hilmer,  a  daughter  of  .lolin  and 
Lizzie  (Schiller)  Hilmer.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ililmer 
were  natives  of  Hanover,  Germany.  They  came  to 
America  in  1868,  and  located  in  Sauk  County, 
Wis.,  where  Mrs.  Hilmer  died  in  1874,  and  her 
husband  in  1883.     Their  family  consisted  of  four 


children,  Mrs.  Koenig  being  the  second.  Slie  was 
born  in  Hanover,  Germany,  June  5, 1859,  and  is  a 
lady  well  fitted  to  assist  her  husband  in  the  up- 
building of  his  fortune.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Koenig  are 
tlie  parents  of  three  children.  Ida  was  born  July 
10,  1879;  Adolph.  May  16,  1882;  and  Bertha,  Jan. 
16,  1884. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Koenig  are  members  of  the  German 
Lutheran  Church  at  Hanover,  and  he  has  been 
Trustee  of  the  same  for  two  years.  He  takes  an 
active  interest  in  politics  and  now  votes  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket,  although  formerly  a  Republican.  He 
is  not  an  office  seeker,  but  has  at  the  solicitation  of 
his  neighbors  accepted  some  positions  of  responsi- 
bility. 

For  two  and  a  half  years  he  was  Constable,  and 
for  two  years  a  Justice  of  the  Peace.  He  was 
formerly  Clerk  of  School  District  No.  42,  and  is 
now  Director  of  School  District  No.  100. 


Jil  ACOB  W.  STIEGER,the  well-known  druggist 
I     of  Hollenberg,  established  himself  in  busi- 
1;    ness  at  that  point  in  1882,  and  is  numbered 
, fj    among  the  successful  men  of   this  part  of 

Washington  County.  He  possesses  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  commodities  in  which  he  deals, 
and  his  course  as  a  citizen  and  a  business  man,  has 
been  such  as  to  commend  him  to  the  esteem  and 
confidence  of  all  those  with  whom  he  has  had  deal- 
ings. He  is  a  fine  representative  of  the  German 
people,  who  have  made  their  presence  felt  so 
sensibly  in  the  Great  West,  and  who  have  contrib- 
uted in  a  marked  degree  to  its  advancement  and 
prosperity. 

A  native  of  what  was  then  the  Kingdom  of  Wur- 
temburg,  Germany,  Mr.  Stieger  was  born  July  25, 
1856,  is  the  son  of  Benedict  and  Theresa  Stieger, 
who  were  of  German  birth,  and  descended  from 
pure  German  stock.  They  spent  their  entire  lives 
upon  their  native  soil.  They  were  the  parents  of 
seven  children,  five  of  whom  came  to  the  United 
States.  Of  these  latter,  Hudebert  is  a  resident  of 
\ew  York  City;  Frederick  lives  in  the  city  of  Dun- 
kirk. N.  Y.;  Fredricka  is  the  wife  of   John  Knoth. 
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of  LaCrossc,  Wis.;  William  lives  in  New  York  City. 
Jacob  W.  was  the  youngest  of  the  family,  and  came 
to  America  in  1873.  He  at  once  made  his  way  to 
LaCrosse,  Wis.,  where  he  was  emploj'ed  as  a  bar- 
ber, and  whei'e  he  remained  three  years.  His  next 
removal  was  to  this  State,  and  settling  in  Washing- 
ton County,  lie  worked  in  a  barber  shop  until  1879. 
He  then  changed  his  occupation  somewhat,  and  en- 
gaged in  general  merchandising.  We  next  find 
him  in  Hollenberg,  where  he  established  his  drug- 
store, and  has  since  lived. 

Mr.  Stieger,  since  coming  to  Washington  County, 
was  married,  in  1883,  to  Miss  Theresa  Hazelett.  and 
they  have  one  child,  a  son,  Charles  AV.  The  fam- 
ily occupies  a  snug  home  in  Hollenberg,  and  enjoys 
tlie  friendship  and  acquaintance  of  its  best  people. 
Mr.  Stieger,  politically,  affiliates  with  the  Repub- 
lican party,  and  has  served  as  a  member  of  the 
School  Board.  Besides  his  pi-operty  in  Hollenberg, 
he  owns  eighty  acres  of  land,  and  all  this  he  has  ac- 
cumulated since  his  residence  here.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber in  good  standing  of  Hollenberg  Lodge  No.  1 82, 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  in  which  he  has  passed  all  the  chairs, 
and  likewise  belongs  to  Star  Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M. 
He  is  well  liked  both  in  social  and  business  circles, 
an<l  is  contributing  his  full  quota  to  the  business 
interests  of  his  town. 


JOHN  H.  CUSAC  is  the  owner  of  480  fertile 
acres  in  Washington  County.  His  residence 
is  on  section  22,  Clifton  Township,  and  the 
home  estate  comprises  320  acres.  The  bal- 
ance of  his  landed  possessions  is  on  section  15,  t!ie 
same  township.  Most  of  the  land  has  been  im- 
proved by  himself.  It  is  supplied  with  such  farm 
buildings  as  are  usually  erected  by  an  enterprising 
farmer.  Mr.  Cusac  has  owned  the  homestead  since 
1877.  His  residence  in  the  county  began  in  1878, 
he  having  come  hither  from  LaSalle  County,  111. 

Mr.  Cusac  first  saw  the  light  in  Muskingum 
County,  Ohio,  (3ct.  11,  1851.  He  was  reared  in 
Marshall  and  LaSalle  counties,  111.,  and  educated  in 
their  schools.  After  he  became  old  enough  he  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits  for  himself.  In 
Polk  Township,  LaSalle  County,  he  was   thus  en- 


gaged for  three  years  prior  to  coming  to  this  State. 

The  wife  of  Mr.  Cusac  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Mary  Hiltebrand.  She  was  born  in  Putnam  County, 
111.,  Aug.  18,  1855.  She  was  reared  and  educated 
in  LaSalle  County,  where  her  parents  are  yet  living 
on  a  farm.  The  rites  of  wedlock  between  herself 
and  husband  were  celebrated  in  Polk  Township,  of 
that  county,  at  the'horae  of  her  jjarents.  To  her 
and  her  husband  four  children  have  been  born. 
One  infant  is  deceased.  The  living  arc  Arthur  B., 
Grace  E.,'and  George  H. 

Mr.  Cusac  holds  the  office  of  Clerk  in  Clifton 
Township.  He  is  of  Republican  politics,  and  an 
earnest  advocate  of  the  party.  He  and  his  wife 
are  attendants  of  the  Jlethodist  Episcopal  Church, 
in  which  he  holds  membership.  They  are  people 
of  high  standing  in  the  community,  both  on  .ac- 
count of  their  intelligence  and  cordial  manners,  and 
their  high  moral  characters. 


u 


m- 


•ILLIAM  CUSAC.  This  gentleman  has 
been  identified  with  the  agricultural  inter- 
ests of  Washington  County  for  the  past 
ten  years.  He  is  now  retired  from  farm  life,  and 
resides  in  Clifton.  There  he  owns  five  acres  within 
the  city  limits,  his  dwelling  being  on  the  most 
prominent  residence  street  of  the  city.  The  house 
is  a  well-designed  and  pleasant  structure,  and  under 
its  hospitable  roof  good  cheer  abounds.  Beside 
his  city  property,  Mr.  Cusac  owns  two  fine  farms 
in  Clifton  Township.  Theyjire  situated  on  sections 
27  and  21,  and  each  consists  of  160  acres.  On  the 
former,  Mr.  Cusac  made  his  home  for  several  years. 
It  is  well  improved,  and  fine  farm  buildings  have 
been  erected  upon  it,  including  a  substantial  dwell- 
ing. The  other  farm  is  also  marked  by  good  im- 
provements. Mr.  Cusac  became  a  resident  of  the 
city  in  November,  1887. 

The  father  of  Mr.  Cusac  bore  the  name  of  John 
H.  He  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  and  there  grew 
to  manhood.  He  learned  the  trades  of  a  miller  and 
millwright.  While  still  a  single  man,  he  went  to 
Muskingum  County,  Ohio.  There  he  was  married 
to  Miss  Elizabeth  Slack.  She  was  born  in  Buck 
Countj',  Pa.,  and  when  young  came  to  Ohio  with 
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her  parents.  They  loeated  on  a  farm  in  Muskingum 
County,  of  which  they  were  early  settlers  They 
died  tliere  when  quite  old,  being  highly  respected 
by  their  fellow-citizens.  Their  daughter,  Mrs. 
Cnsac,  was  reared  to  womanhood  in  tliat  county. 
After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cusac  con- 
tinued to  live  in  that  county.  He  died  wlien 
about  three  score  years  of  age,  and  she  when 
about  sixty-seven.  They  were  Presbyterians,  as 
had  been  tiieir  parents  before  them.  John  H. 
Cusac  had  been  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  Newton 
Township,Muskingum  County, for  twenty-one  j'ears. 
and  in  politics  was  a  Whig.  His  family  comprised 
six  sons  and  _  four  daugliters,  all  but  one  of  whom 
lived  to  maturity.  Tliree  are  now  deceased. 
Those  now  living  are  married.  The  subject  of  this 
notice  is  the  second  son  and  child. 

William  Cusac  was  born  in  Muskingum  Count}', 
Ohio,  April  15,  1825.  He  was  brought  up  to  the 
milling  trade.  In  his  native  township  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Amanda  Axline,  who  was  a  native 
of  that  township.  Her  birth  took  place  in  March, 
1827,  she  being  the  daughter  of  Henry  and  Cather- 
ine (Roof)  Axline.  They  came  of  German  ances- 
try, who  were  early  settlers  in  the  Old  Dominion. 
In  Loudoun  County  of  that  State,  both  IMr.  and 
Mrs.  Axline  were  born.  There  they  were  reared 
and  married,  and  lived  until  after  the  birth  of  their 
first  five  cliildren.  They  then  removed  to  Ohio 
about  the  year  1824,  and  located  as  pioneer  settlers 
in  Newton  Township,  Muskingum  County.  They 
purchased  an  uncleared  timber  farm,  and  cleared 
and  improved  the  same.  That  estate  is  yet  in 
the  possession  of  the  family.  Mrs.  Axline  died  in 
Ohio  when  forty- five  years  of  age.  She  had  borne 
three  children  after  the  family  removed  to  Ohio. 
Three  years  after  her  death,  Mr.  Axline  married 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Springer,  nee  Crooks.  She  was  the 
mother  of  six  children  by  her  former  marriage. 
Her  union  with  5Ir.  Axline  resulted  in  the  birth  of 
four  children.  Mr.  Axline  died  at  his  home  in 
Muskingum  County,  being  eighty-one  years  old. 
His  second  wife  survived  him  four  years,  passing 
away  at  the  age  of  sixty -seven  years.  He  and 
both  his  wives  were  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 

Mrs.  Cusac   was  the    voungest   but   one  of  the 


children  born  to  her  mother.  She  was  but  nine 
years  old  when  her  mother  died,  and  was  afterward 
reared  by  her  father  and  step-mother,  with  whom 
she  remained  until  her  marriage.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Cusac  began  their  married  life  on  a  farm  in  Newton 
Township,  where  they  were  married.  Two  children 
were  born  to  them  there,  one  of  whom  died  young. 
They  afterward  removed  to  Illinois.  They  be- 
gan their  life  in  that  State  with  but  little  of  this 
world's  goods,  but  wlien  in  1879  they  sold  out  to 
come  to  Kansas,  they  had  a  farm  worth  $10,000. 
Two  years  before  coming  to  this  State,  Mr.  Cusac 
had  purchased  a  slightly-improved  quarter  section, 
which  he  made  his  home  on  coming  here.  He  after- 
ward acquired  the  rest  of  the  fine  property  which 
he  now  owns. 

To  Mr.  and  JNIrs.  Cusac  five  children  have  been 
born.  Clara  died  in  Ohio  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
months;  Minerva  was  the  wife  of  N.  E.  Griffin; 
she  died  in  Clifton  in  1888,  leaving  one  child. 
Myrtle  B.  John  H.  Jr.,  is  now  living  on  a  farm 
in  Clifton  Township;  he  married  Miss  Mary  llilte- 
brand.  (His  sketch  may  be  found  elsewhere). 
Charles  married  Miss  Josephine  Merritt;  they  occu- 
py a  farm  on  section  20,  Clifton  Township.  Isabel 
is  the  wife  of  Samuel  Grittin ;  they  live  in  Clyde, 
Kan.,  where  Mr.  Griffin  is  engaged  in  various  ways. 

Mr.  Cusac  is  of  Republican  politics.  He  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  P^piscopal 
Church,  to  which  their  children  also  belong.  They 
are  identified  with  every  good  work  in  the  city 
which  they  have  made  their  home,  and  among  its 
citizens  have  many  friends. 


\|10HN  BERGGREN.       This  gentleman  is  the 
"     owner  of  a  fine  farm  of  420  acres  in  Sherman 


I 

^,^^11  Township,  Clay  Countj-.  The  most  of  the 
1^^  land  is  under  cultivation,  and  the  estate 
bears  excellent  iniprovoraents.  The  dwelling  is 
situated  on  section  1.  and  is  a  sul)stantial  frame 
structure  of  pleasing  design.  A  large  frame  barn 
and  other  excellent]  outbuildings  are  conveniently 
situated  upon  the  land.  Mr.  Berggren  has  been  a 
resident  here  since  1875,  and  his  experiences  in 
Kansas  life  antedate   his   settlemeut   here   several 
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years.  Me  has  been  an  eye  witness  of,  and  an  active 
participant  in,  the  trying  scenes  of  pioneer  life  and 
the  development  of  this  section  of  llie  (ireat  West. 

Mr.  Berggren  was  born  in  the  Southcin  part  of 
Sweden.  Nov.  2,  1843,  and  was  there  reared  on  a 
farm.  His  education  was  obtained  in  the  schools 
of  that  country,  which  ai-e  so  well  known  as  giving 
thorough  fundamental  work.  His  parents,  Samuel 
and  Baugte  (Christianson)  Berggren,  were  natives 
of  Sweden,  and  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church, 
as  were  their  ancestors  so  far  as  known.  In  18G9. 
our  subject  came  to  the  United  States,  crossing  the 
Atlantic  on  the  steamer  "Germany,"  which  after 
a  voyage  of  sixteen  days  landed  at  Quebec. 

After  landing  on  American  soil,  Mr.  Berggren 
turned  his  steps  directly  to  the  Mississippi  Valley, 
and  reached  Junction  Citj',  Kan.,  via  Chicago,  on 
tlie  10th  of  May,  1869.  He  at  once  began  work  on 
tlie  Central  Branch  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad, 
which  was  then  being  constructed.  When  he  ar- 
rived at  Junction  City  he  iiad  just  money  enough 
left  to  buy  some  working  cloliies.  He  had  saved 
$60,  by  his  work  upon  the  railroad,  when  he  was 
taken  sick,  and  continued  ill  until  his  money  was 
gone  and  he  was  in  debt  $15  .for  board.  He  sold 
his  best  clothes,  which  he  had  brought  from  Swe- 
den, for  $10.  which  he  applied  on  his  board  bill, 
and  as  soon  as  able  to  do  so  again  went  to  work, 
lie  saved  money  and  paid  the  balance  of  his  indebt- 
edness, and  then  went  to  Neoslio  Falls,  where  ho 
worked  until  March,  1870. 

Returning  to  Junction  City  at  that  time,  Mr. 
Berggren  met  Peter  Palmquist  and  a  Mr.  Colgren, 
both  Swedes,  who  had  three  yoke  of  steers  and  a 
wagon.  The  three  young  men  with  the  ox-team 
went  to  Concordia,  and  each  took  a  homestead  near 
that  town.  At  that  time  the  prairies  were  full  of 
prairie  dogs  and  rattlesnakes,  and  Indians  were 
quite  numerous  in  the  vicinity.  The  savages  wonld 
steal  horses  and  do  considerable  pilfering,  and  fre- 
quently threatened  the  settlers,  but  did  no  serious 
damage.  Various  kinds  of  game  were  still  to  be 
found  on  the  Western  prairies,  and  buffalo  were 
sometimes  seen.  When  Mr.  Berggren  first  located 
he  went  on  a  buffalo  hunt  and  returned  with  two 
calves,  which  he  had  caught.  His  first  house  was 
a  Cottonwood  board  shanty,  12x14  feet,  in  which  he 


kept  "bach"  for  six  months.  He  then  went  back 
to  Junction  City,  and  spent  two  months  as  a  laborer 
thei-e.  Thence  he  returned  to  Concordia  to  his 
claim',  making  the  distance  of  about  seventy-five 
miles  on  foot.  After  working  a  short  time  on  the 
claim  he  again  returned  to  Junction  City  on  foot, 
and  went  to  work  there.  He  remained  until  he 
had  made  enough  money  to  prove  up  on  a  home- 
stead, when  he  again  walked  to  his  claim,  which  he 
proved  up  and  for  which  he  got  his  deed. 

Again  traveling  to  Junction  City  on  foot,  Mr. 
Berggren  worked  there  until  he  had  obtained 
money  enough  to  take  him  to  Topeka,  where  he 
found  work  on  the  Santa  Fe  Railroad.  After  a 
stay  of  two  and  a  half  months  he  returned  to  Junc- 
tion City  to  collect  $70  that  was  due  him  there. 
On  arrival,  he  found  that  his  former  employer  had 
failed,  and  all  he  could  secure  in  payment  of  his 
claim  was  a  cow.  He  started  to  lead  the  animal  to 
his  farm,  and  at  Clifton  was  overtaken  by  a  heavy 
snowstorm.  This  detained  him  three  days,  and  he 
chopped  wood  for  his  board  and  feed  for  the  cow. 

Reaching  his  homestead,  Mr.  Berggren  stayed 
long  enough  to  dig  the  potatoes  that  had  been 
raised,  and  then  went  to  Junction  City,  where  he 
began  work  as  a  porter  in  the  Hale  House.  He 
continued  at  that  employment  for  two  and  a  half 
years,  and  then  engaged  in  farming  on  the  place 
where  he  now  resides.  In  1874  he  sold  his  home- 
stead, and  in  1875  bought  the  present  estate,  wliich 
was  at  that  time  owned  bj'  the  widowed  mother  of 
his  wife.  He  has  brought  the  place  to  a  highly  im- 
proved condition,  and  made  of  it  an  attractive  and 
very  comfortable  home.  He  devotes  his  attention 
chiefly  to  feeding  cattle,  and  makes  a  specialty'  of 
good  grades  of   Poland-China  hogs. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Berggren  took  place  on  the 
20th  of  April,  1874,  the  bride  being  Miss  Christina 
Line,  a  native  of  Ore  Dahlbyn,  Sweden.  She  came 
to  the  United  States  with  her  parents  in  August, 
1870,  and  her  father  Hied  on  the  land  which  now 
belongs  to  Mr.  Berggren.  Mr.  Lane  died  the  next 
year  and  his  widow  proved  up  on  the  claim,  which 
she  afterward  sold  to  her  son-in-law.  The  ances- 
tors of  Mrs.  Berggren  were  Swedes  and  members  of 
the  Lutheran  Church.  She  has  borne  her  husband 
eight  children,  one  of  whom,  Selma  M,,  hag  been 
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taken  from  them  by  death.  The  suivivors  are: 
Axtel  F..  Hilma  G.,  Albert  W..  Selma,  Emma,  Ber- 
tha and  Fred  M. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bergoren  belong  to  the  Lutheran 
Church,  in  the  faith  of  which  they  were  reared. 
Their  financial  success  and  labors  in  the  develop- 
ment of  the  county  are  recognized  by  their  fellow- 
citizens,  by  whom  they  are  held  in  good  repute  for 
this  and  for  their  private  characters. 

'jf^'RED  AFFOLTER.  If  a  man  may  be 
in^fe'  judged  by  liis  surroundings,  the  career  of 
jti  Mr.  Affolter  has  been  marked  liy  unquali- 
fied industry  and  perseverance,  these  qualities  hav- 
ing been  essential  in  bringing  his  fine  farm  of  300 
acres  to  a  good  state  of  cultivation  and  effecting 
the  improvements  which  have  made  of  it  one  of 
the  most  desirable  estates  in  the  northeastern  cor- 
ner of  Clay  County.  It  is  situated  on  section  1, 
Bloom  Township,  and  largely  devoted  to  stock 
raising  in  addition  to  general  farming.  The  fertile 
fields  are  well  watered  and  inclosed  with  substan- 
tial fencing.  The  buildings  are  of  a  character 
finely  adapted  to  the  purposes  of  rural  life,  the 
dwelling  being  commodious  and  comfortable  and  the 
outbuildings  all  that  are  required  in  the  shelter  of 
stock  and  the  storage  of  grain.  The  land  has  been 
carefullj'  cultivated  by  improved  machinery  and 
the  whole  premises  stand  as  a  lasting  monument 
to  the  projector. 

Mr.  Affolter  in  1«72  homesteaded  160  acres  of 
land  upon  which  he  first  began  the  labors  which 
have  resulted  so  successfully,  and  in  due  time  added 
to  his  possessions  another  quarter  section  which  he 
improved  as  the  first.  He  came  to  this  State  from 
Henry  County,  111.,  where  he  had  lived  four  j-ears, 
settling  there  upon  his  arrival  in  America,  to 
which  he  had  emigrated  from  the  land  of  William 
Tell,  where  his  birth  took  place  in  December,  1830. 
He  comes  of  sulistantial  Swiss  ancestry,  his  father 
Charles  Affolter,  having  been  a  sturdy  and  indus- 
trious Swiss  farmer  who  spent  his  entire  life  in  his 
native  land  and  lived  to  be  ninety  years  old.  The 
latter  was  a  good  old  man,  greatly  esteemed  by  his 
neighbors  and  a  leading  light  in    the  Presbyterian 


Church.  His  wife.  INIary  (Kiser)  Att'olter,  was 
born  and  reared  not  far  from  the  birthplace  of  her 
husband  and  died  in  her  native  canton  at  the  ripe 
age  of  eighty-four  years.  She  likewise  was  a  Pres- 
hyterian  in  religion.  They  were  the  jjarents  of 
three  children. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  and  educa- 
ted in  his  native  place  where  he  learned  farm- 
ing which  calling  he  followed  there  for  some  years. 
At  the  same  time  he  did  duty  as  a  soldier  in  the 
regular  army.  In  1854  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Mary  Kiser  who  bore  the  same  name  as  his  mother 
in  her  maidenhood,  hut  was  no  relative.  She  like- 
wise was  of  Swiss  parentage  and  ancestry  and  both 
her  father  and  his  wife  lived  and  died  in  Switzer- 
land, passing  away  when  quite  aged. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Affolter  lived  in  Switzerland 
thirteen  years  after  their  marriage.  There  have 
been  born  to  them  nine  children.  One  daughter, 
Louisa,  died  at  the  ago  of  fourteen  years  and  six 
months,  and  Albert  died  when  twelve  and  one-half 
years  old.  The  survivors  are  recorded  as  follows: 
Fred  married  Miss  Minnie  Schwab  and  is  farming 
in  Bloom  Township;  Marj^  A.  is  the  wife  of  Marion 
Kepner  and  they  live  on  a  farm  in  Mulberry 
Township;  William  is  unmarried,  but  operates  a 
farm  in  Bloom  Township;  Ferdinand,  Eliza.  Mary 
and  Lena,  are  at  home  with  their  {parents.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Affolter  in  their  religious  views  are  Presby- 
terians, and  Mr,  Affolter,  politiealh',  supports  the 
principles  of  the  Democratic  party. 


0-RlAHE.  NEED,  late  a  member  of  the  real 
estate  firm  of  Need  &  Randall,  Clay  Center, 
N:5_fjj)  is  one  of  the  most  honorable  business  men 
of  Clay  Count}-,  where  he  has  resided  for  about 
five  years,  and  where  he  is  recognized  as  a  man  of 
strict  integrity  and  ability  in  financial  affairs,  and 
in  other  directions.  He  was  scarcely  able  to  read 
when  nineteen  years  of  .age,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
two  years,  entered  the  field  as  a  teacher  which  calling 
he  followed  successfully  for  ten  years  in  his  native 
.State,  showing  him  to  be  a  self-made  man  in  the 
fullest  extent  of  that  term. 

Our  subject  is    a  son   of  Jacob  Need,   who  w.as 
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1)0111  in  Carj-oll  County',  Ohio,  Nov.  24,  1820,  and 
there  lived  until  his  marriage  to  Elizabeth  Madden 
who  lived  and  died  an  exemplary  Christian,  after 
which  he  removed  to  Owen  Count}'',  Ind.,  and  en- 
gaged in  farming.  He  reared  a  famil.y  of  seven 
cliildreu,  remaining  in  the  Hoosier  State  until  1880, 
when  he  moved  to  Industry,  Dickinson  Co., 
Kan.,  and  now  lives  just  inside  the  limits  of  this 
count}-.  The  mother  of  our  subject  died  when  he 
was  only  eight  years  old,  since  which  tender  age 
he  has  been  without  maternal  care  and  training. 

Tiie  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  was  born  in 
Owen  County,  Ind.,  Nov.  27,  1849,  and  was  but 
four  years  old  when  his  parents  moved  to  Sullivan 
County,  where  he  grew  to  maturity.  After  re- 
ceiving a  good  practical  education,  he  engaged  in 
farming,  continuing  to  reside  in  the  Hoosier  State 
until  1880.  In  the  spring  of  tliat  year  he  moved  to 
Dickinson  County,  Kan.,  and  purchased  a  partially  t 
improved  farm,  on  which  he  lived  until  the  spring 
of  1885,  making  many  improvements  on  the  land. 

At  the  last  named  date,  Mr.  Need  came  to  this 
city,  and  in  co-partnership  with  his  brother-in-law, 
J.  W.  Miller,  began  operations  as  real  estate  agent. 
More  recently,  he  has  been  interested  with  his  for- 
mer partner,  Samuel  Randall,  as  above  stated,  and 
the  firm  is  doing  a  good  business,  having  a  reputa- 
tion for  honorable  dealing  that  insures  the  confi- 
dence of  those  who  need  the  services  of  such  a  firm. 

While  a  resident  of  Dickinson  County,  Mr.  Need 
held  the  position  of  Township  Trustee  for  three 
terms.  He  is  now  the  Republican  Sheriff  of  Clay 
County,  the  nomination  having  been  given  him  by 
a  large  majority,  and  it  being  the  first  office  he  has 
asked  for  since  coming  here.  The  nomination 
amounted  virtually  to  an  election,  as  Mr.  Need  is 
]K)pular  not  only  in  the  city  but  in  the  entire  j 
county.  He  has  been  an  active  Republican  worker  [ 
since  he  was  old  enough  to  think  and  reason  for 
himself  on  political  topics.  In  a  Democratic  | 
county,  and  with  family  ties  binding  him  to  the 
Democracy,  he,  in  1876,  broke  loose  from  that 
party,  and  began  to  work  and  vote  for  that  which 
he  thought  embodied  the  truest  principles,  and 
from  that  day  has  lieen  a  stanch  supporter  of  Re- 
publicanism. 

In  Sullivan  County,  Ind.,  at  the   residence  of  the 


bride,  Mr.  Need  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Mary  A.  Miller,  the  ceremony  taking  place  March 
8,  1875.  Miss  Miller  was  born  in  the  county  where 
she  was  married,  on  March  8,  1859.  and  in  her 
native  county  was  reared  and  educated.  She  has 
ever  been  her  husband's  sympathising  helpmate, 
and  their  home  is  his  resting  place  from  the  cares 
and  annoyances  of  business  life.  Their  union  has 
been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  three  children,  two  of 
whom,  Oma  and  Estella  J.,  gladden  their  lives  by 
their  living  presence. 

Mr.  Need  belongs  to  the  I.  O.  ( ).  K.  and  K.  of  P. 
He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  Mrs.  Need  is  the  daughter  of 
John  and  Maria  Miller,  natives  of  Ohio,  now 
deceased. 


EDLEY  A.  WATERS,  Clerk  of  the  Court, 
V  residing  in  Washington,  is  a  conspicuous 
figure  in  the  public  and  social  life  of  that 
city.  He  was  born  in  Decatur  County. 
Iowa.  Feb.  22,  1858.  His  father,  Mathew  A.  AVa- 
ters,  was  a  native  of  Franklin  County,  Ohio,  liis 
father  having  lieen  a  pioneer  farmer  of  that  county, 
spending  his  last  years  there.  The  father  of  our 
subject  was  but  four  years  old  when  he  had  the 
misfortune  to  lose  his  father,  and  his  mother  dying 
ten  years  later,  he  was  thrown  on  his  own  resoui-ces 
at  the  youthful  age  of  fourteen  years,  and  from 
that  time  was  self-supporting,  earning  his  living  at 
various  kinds  of  employment.  In  1854,  prior  to 
his  marriage,  he  accompanied  several  others  to  Ma, 
haska  County,  Iowa,  making  the  journey  overland- 
and  becoming  one  of  the  pioneers  of  that  county. 
His  first  employment  there  was  with  his  uncle, 
they  establishing  a  brick-yard,  and  manufacturing 
the  first  brick  ever  made  in  that  part  of  the  county, 
and  then  contracting  to  erect  the  first  brick  house 
ever  put  up  in  Oskaloosa. 

After  marriage  the  father  of  our  subject 
removed  to  Decatur  County  and  opened  a  gen  - 
eral  store  in  Decatur  City,  being  one  of  the  first 
merchants  there.  There  were  no  railways  there  at 
that  time,  and  he  had  to  get  all  his  goods  from 
Burlington  by  team.  The  region  roundabout  was 
thinly  inhabited,  and    deer,  antelopes   and    other 
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kinds  of  wild  game  had  not  yet  fled  befoie  the  ad-  I 
vancing  steps  of  civilization.  He  was  prosperously  i 
engaged  in  business  in  Decatur  City  until  18G5. 
when  he  went  back  to  Oskaloosa,  and  buying  land  > 
ten  miles  east  of  Skunk  River,  engaged  in  farming 
two  years,  and  afterward  removed  to  Oskaloosa  I 
and  entered  into  the  lumber  business  with  J.  Kal- 
bach  <fe  Sons,  remaining  with  them  until  his  death, 
Oct.  3,  1885.  He  was  a  man  of  varied  resources, 
of  infinite  tact  and  marked  enterprise,  and  in  what- 
ever community  he  resided  he  was  active  in  pro- 
moting its  growth  and  advancing  its  material  pros- 
perity, and  his  death  was  a  public  loss  to  Oska- 
loosa. The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our 
subject  was  Lucy  Shelton.  She  was  born  in  Lex- 
ington, Ky.,  and  died  in  Oskaloosa,  Iowa,  Sept.  14, 
1 880.  She  was  a  devoted  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  always  lived  up  to  the 
teachings  of  Christianity.  She  was  the  mother  of 
seven  children,  five  of  whom  are  living:  Henry  B. 
resides  at  Norton,  Kas.;  Medley  A.,  our  subject; 
William  W.  lives  in  Helena,  Mon.;  Cora  May  mar- 
ried W.  P.  Welch,  of  Grand  Forks,  Dak.;  Harry 
J.  is  Deputy  Postmaster  in  Washington,  Kan. 

Medley  A.  Waters,  of  this  biographical  review, 
received  a  substantial  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  Oskaloosa,  and  as  soon  as  large  enough 
made  himself  generally  useful,  being  ambitious  to 
make  his  own  wa}'  in  the  world.  He  worked  for  a 
time  on  a  farm,  and  later  was  employed  to  drive  a 
delivery  wagon  for  a  store.  In  1873  he  entered  the 
printing  oflice  of  the  Oskaloosa  Herald,  and  remain- 
ing there  until  1878,  gained  a  thorough  knowledge 
of  the  "  art  preservative."  He  then  came  to  Wash- 
ington, and  for  a  few  months  was  employed  as  a 
clerk  in  a  general  store,  and  after  that  worked  in  a 
marble-shop  ten  months,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time 
again  became  a  clerk,  occupying  that  position  in 
the  general  store  of  E.  D.  &  A.  W.  Moore,  and  re- 
mained with  them,  witii  the  exception  of  a  year 
and  a  half,  until  January,  1889,  when  lie  resigned 
to  accept  the  ofHce  of  Clerk  of  the  Court,  to  which 
he  had  been  elected  the  fall  previous.  By  close 
attention  to  his  official  duties,  and  the  able  manner 
in  which  he  discbarges  them,  he  has  shown  himself 
to  be  the  right  man  in  the  right  place,  and  has 
gained  the  entire  conlidence  of  liis  constituents. 


May  8,  1884,  Mr.  Waters'  marriage  with  Miss 
Annie  L.  Horner  was  duly  solemnized,  and  has 
been  to  them  one  of  unalloyed  happiness.  Mrs. 
Waters  is  a  native  of  Canada.  She  is  gifted  with 
intelligence  and  a  fine  disposition,  has  .all  the  true 
elements  of  a  genuine  home-maker,  and  her  dwell- 
ing is  the  abode  of  peace  and  hospitality. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Waters  are  active  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  cordially  co-operate  with 
their  pastor  and  fellow-members  in  carrying  out 
anj'  good  work  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor,  the 
needy  and  the  unfortunate.  Mr.  Waters  is  en- 
dowed with  fine  mental  attributes.  His  personal 
habits  are  unexceptional  and  his  character  above 
reproach.  He  is  prominently  connected  with  the 
following  societies:  Washington  Lodge,  No.  76, 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  having  passed  all  the  chairs:  is  a  mem- 
ber of  Laurel  Lodge,  No.  29,  K.  of  P.,  being  Sec- 
retary of  Endowment  Rank;  belongs  to  Waters 
Camp,  No.  983,  M.  AV.  A.;  and  he  has  been  dele- 
gate to  the  Grand  Lodge  K.  of  P.  and  I.  O.  O.  F. 
In  his  political  sentiments  he  has  always  been  a 
true  Republican. 


PREDERICK  MAHLMANN.  The  fact  that 
I  a  man  is  well  thought  of  by  his  neighbors 
speaks  well  for  his  personal  character,  his 
habits  and  his  manner  of  living.  The  subject  of 
this  notice  owns  and  occupies  a  fine  farm,  embrac- 
ing 360  acres  of  improved  land  on  section  17,  In- 
dependence Township,  which  he  has  built  up  from 
its  original  eonditioii  and  instituted  one  of  the 
most  desirable  homesteads  in  this  part  of  the 
county.  Everything  about  the  place  is  closely- 
looked  after,  nothing  being  allowed  to  run  to 
waste,  no  debris  lying  around  to  deface  its  appear- 
ance and  the  whole  indicates  the  supervision  of  an 
enterprising  and  |)rogressive  farmer.  In  recording 
the  leading  men  of  Washington  County,  the  name 
of  Mr.  Mahlmann  could  by  no  means  be  proi)erly 
omitted  from  the  list. 

Until  a  young  man  of  twenty-three  years  the 
subject  of  this  notice  lived  in  wliat  was  then  the 
kingdom  of  Hanover,  Germany,  where  he  was  born 
March  20,  1829,     He  was  reared  amid  the  peaceful 
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l)ursuit.s  of  rural  life,  attenrled  the  common  schools, 
and  developed  into  manhood  under  the  parental 
roof.  He  was  the  ^youngest  in  a  family  of  six  chil- 
dien,  the  offspring  of  Fredericl\,  Sr.,  and  Louisa 
(Fohrmann)  Mahlmaun,  the  former  a  native  of 
Lippe  and  the  latter  of  Brunswick,  German}-.  The 
parents  spent  their  entire  lives  upon  their  native 
soil,  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  The  father 
died  when  comparatively  a  yourg  man,  in  1835, 
and  the  mother  passed  away  nine  j'ears  later,  in 
1844. 

In  1852,  not  being  satislied  with  his  condition 
or  his  prospects  in  his  native  country,  young  Mahl- 
mann  set  out  for  America  and  after  an  ocean 
voyage  of  several  days  landed  safely  in  New  York 
Cit\'.  From  there  he  proceeded  directly  to  She- 
boygan County,  Wis.,  where  he  spent  one  year, 
tlien  took  up  his  abode  in  Manitowoc  County, 
where  he  sojourned  for  a  period  of  twenty-seven 
years.  He  came  to  Kansas  in  the  spring  of  1880, 
settling  upon  his  present  farm.  In  the  meantime, 
on  Jan.  27,  1853,  he  was  married  in  Wisconsin  to 
jNIiss  Frederieka,  daughter  of  Frederick  and  Caro- 
lina (Luken)  Redeker.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  Mahl- 
niann  were  natives  of  Hanover,  Germany,  where 
thpy  were  reared  and  married,  and  where  the  father 
died  in  1846.  Tlie  mother  survived  her  husband 
for  a  period  of  twenty-five  years,  dying  in  1871. 
Tliey  were  tlie  parents  of  seven  children,  four  of 
whom  are  living.  Mrs.  Mahlmann  was  tlie  second 
child  and  was  born  Sept.  20,  1830  in  Hanover, 
(Germany.  She  was  twenty-four  years  of  age  when 
she  came  to  America,  and  lived  in  JIanitowoc, 
Wis.,  until  lier  marriage.  Of  her  union  with  our 
subject  there  have  been  born  nine  children,  all 
living  and  n.amed  respectively,  Mary,  Caroline, 
Louisa,  Frederick,  Sophia,  Augusta,  Henry,  William 
and  Emma.  Six  of  the  children  are  married  and 
settled  comfortal)ly  in  life.  The  otlier  three  re- 
main at  home  witli  their  parents. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Malilmann  are  members  in  good 
standing  of  the  Geiman  Lutheran  Church,  attend- 
ing services  at  Lanliam.  In  this  church  Mr.  Malil- 
mann officiates  as  a  Trustee.  While  a  resident  of 
Wisconsin  he  was  quite  prominent  in  local  affairs, 
lie  served  ns  Road  Overseer  five  years  and  as 
I'ownship  Supervisor  four  years.    He  has  also  been 


the  Road  Overseer  in  his  present  district  for  the  last 
six  years  and  he  is  Treasurer  of  School  District  No. 
70.  He  takes  an  active  part  in  politics,  voting 
the  straight  Democratic  ticket,  anil  in  former  j-ears 
was  fiequently  sent  .as  a  delegate  to  the  Manitowoc 
(Wis.)  County  Ccmvention.  His  children  have  re- 
ceived careful  home  training  and  a  good  education 
ill  the  common  schools. 

Jlr.  Malilmann  has  made  good  improvements  on 
his  place,  putting  up  a  substantial  dwelling,  a  good 
barn  and  tlie  sheds  and  other  structures  required 
for  the  shelter  of  stock  and  the  storage  of  grain. 
As  a  stock-raiser  he  has  been  quite  successful  and 
during  the  season  of  1889  had  eighty-five  head  of 
cattle,  eleven  head  of  horses,  ninety  head  of  swine 
and  a  small  flock  of  sheep.  He  has  an  orchard  of 
200  fruit  trees  in  good  bearing  condition,  and  tlie 
other  comforts  and  conveniences  usuall}'  expected 
in  a  well-regulated  modern  homestead.  He  is  con- 
sidered among  his  neighbors  as  a  straightforward, 
honest  man  whose  word  is  as  good  as  his  bond,  and 
is  making  a  record  which  his  children  will  be  proud 
to  look  upon  in  future  years. 


AX.  HENRY,  (Heinrich  being  the  German). 
''  This  name  is  familiar  to  a  large  portion  of 
ihe  citizens  of  Swede  Creek  Township  and 
is  borne  l3y  one  of  its  most  popular  men. 
He  is  likewise  one  of  its  most  extensive  farmers, 
owning  and  operating  a  whole  section  of  land  upon 
which  he  lias  effected  good  improvements  and 
built  up  a  homestead  second  to  none  in  point  of 
comfort  and  solidity  in  Riley  County.  Mr.  Henry 
is  highly  educated  and  possesses  more  than  ordinary 
intelligence,  is  progressive  in  his  ideas,  proud  of 
being  an  American  citizen,  and  a  man  whose  Suc- 
cesses, instead  of  making  him  bard  and  selfisli,  have 
developed  the  natural  benevolence  of  his  character 
and  given  him  a  broad  sj^mpath}'  with  those  less 
fortunate.  His  domestic  relations  are  remarkably 
pleasant  and  his  roof-tree  evidently  shelters  one  of 
the  happiest  families  in  Northern  K.ansas. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch   whose  full   name   is 
Maxamilian  Henry,  was  born  near  tlie  cit}-  of  LTm, 
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in  vvliat  was  then  the  Kingdom  of  Wurtemburg, 
Feb.  6,  1837,  and  until  a  youth  of  sixteen  years 
lived  upon  his  father's  farm  and  attended  the  pub- 
lic schools  and  the  Latin  school  at  Ulm.  At  the 
age  mentioned  he  went  into  Lausanne,  Switzerland, 
where  for  three  years  lie  was  occupied  as  the  em- 
ploye of  a  mercantile  house  and  learned  to  speak 
and  read  the  French  language.  Later  he  traveled 
through  France  and  Italy,  learning  to  speak  Italian 
and  spending  one  year  in  the  city  of  Turin.  When 
twenty-one  years  old  he  returned  home  and  for  two 
years  thereafter  assisted  in  the  management  of  his 
father's  farm. 

At  the  expiration  of  this  time  young  Henry  re- 
turned to  France  where  he  remained  until  setting 
out  for  America.  He  left  Havre  on  the  three- 
masted  sailing  vessel  "Nuremburg"  and  after  a  voy- 
age of  fifty  days  landed  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans 
in  time  to  witness  the  begiiming  of  the  war. 
Thence  soon  afterward  he  journeyed  up  the  Missis- 
sippi on  a  steamer  to  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio  River 
and  then  proceeded  to  Louisville,  Ky.,  after  which 
he  repaired  to  Scott  County,  Ind.,  and  worked  on  a 
farm  there  one  year.  In  April.  1862,  in  company 
with  Edward  Secrest,  who  was  returning  from  a 
visit  to  his  old  friends  in  Indiana,  he  set  out  for 
Kansas,  passing  through  Leavenworth,  and  soon 
afterward  came  to  Riley  County  and  homesteaded 
160  acres  of    his  present  farm. 

Mr.  Henry  was  the  first  settler  on  North  Otter 
Creek,  and  commenced  breaking  the  soil  with  oxen. 
He  was  practically  without  means  and  labored  in 
true  pioneer  style,  amid  the  disadvantages  of  a 
distant  market  and  with  imperfect  farming  im- 
plements. Patience  and  perseverance,  however,  bore 
their  legitimate  fruit  and  in  due  time  his  first  pur- 
chase began  to  assume  the  proportions  of  a  farm 
and  he  added  to  his  real  estate  until  he  became  one 
of  the  leading  laud  owners  of  that  section.  He 
fought  prairie  fires,  chased  wolves,  and  in  1863 
went  out  after  the  Indians  under  the  command  of 
Capt.  Niehenke. 

The  Henry  family  occupy  a  large  stone  resi- 
dence, 40x45  feet  in  dimensions  and  two  stories  in 
height.  His  main  barn  is  fifty  feet  square.  He  has 
wind  mill,  water  tanks,  hay  scales  and  all  the  other 
ai)pliances  required  by  the  progressive  agriculturist. 


He  feeds  large  numbers  of  cattle  and  swine  and 
has  the  largest  horse  ranch  in  his  township,  making 
a  specialty  of  graded  Normans  and  fine  ponies. 
His  stables  are  excelled  by  none  in  the  county  and 
it  is  considered  that  he  has  one  of  its  finest  stock 
farms.  It  is  well  watered  by  Otter  Creek,  with 
plenty  of    timber  growing  along  the  banks. 

The  marriage  of  Max.  Henry  and  Miss  Laura 
Kasbohrer  was  celebrated  in  what  is  now  the  city 
of  Leavenworth.  Oct.  6,  1862.  Mrs.  Henr}',  like 
her  husband,  is  a  native  of  Ulm,  Wurtemburg 
and  was  born  May  11,  1839.  She  was  betrothed 
in  Germany  and  came  to  America  to  join  her  fu- 
ture husband  the  same  year  of  their  marriage. 
Her  father,  Matthew  Kasbohrer,  was  a  well-to-do 
lumber  dealer  of  Wurtemburg  and  spent  his  entire 
life  in  his  native  laud,  dying  in  1861,  at  the  age  of 
sixty -one  years.  Her  mother,  Mrs.  Magdalena 
(Smidt)  Kasbohrer,  was  likewise  born  in  I'lm  and 
died  there.  Tiie  parental  household  included  seven 
children,  five  of  whom  are  living,  viz:  Magdalena, 
Mrs.  Almandinger,  and  Regina,  Mrs.  Andrus,  both 
of  Ulm;  Katrina,  Mrs.  Wagner,  also  of  that  city; 
Laura,  Mrs.  Henry,  and  Emma,  Mrs.  Gugenhan  of 
Center  Township,  this  State. 

The  seven  childrrn  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  llenrj' 
were  named  respectively :  Caroline  now  the  wife 
of  Victor  Gebhart,  a  farmer  of  Center  Township; 
Louisa,  the  wife  of  O.  Weber,  of  Jackson  Town- 
ship ;  Charles,  Emma,  William,  Herman  and  Paulina; 
the  latter  five  at  home  with  their  parents.  Mr. 
Henry  is  independent  in  politics  and  has  served 
many  times  as  a  juryman.  He  thoroughly  believes 
in  the  education  of  the  young  and  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  School  Board  of  his  district  most  of  the 
time  since  coming  here.  He  has  likewise  served  as 
Road  Supervisor,  but  beyond  these  minor  officis, 
has  no  taste  for  the  responsibilities  of  public  life. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  Maxamilian  Henry, 
Sr.,  a  native  of  Wurtemburg  and  the  son  of  Lud- 
wig  Henry,  who  owned  a  farm  of  300  acres  on  the 
Danube  River  and  also  operated  a  large  bleaching 
establishment.  He  died  thereat  the  age  of  seventy 
yeais.  Max.  Sr.,  became  heir  to  the  same  farm 
which  lay  just  without  the  city  limits  of  Ulm  and 
was  very  valuable.  He  made  aspecialt}'  of  dairj'- 
ing,  keeping   seventy    cows  and  transporting    the 
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milk  to  rira.  He  died  there  in  1883  when  iiiuety- 
tliiee  j'cars  old.  He  married  Miss  Sibylla  Rems- 
hart  who  was  boru,  reared  and  educated  in  Ulm 
and  was  the  daughter  of  a  wealthy  brewer;  she 
died  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  'years,  having,  like 
her  husband,  spent  her  entire  life  in  her  native 
Province.  Their  seven  children  were  named  re- 
spectivelj',  Regiua,  Mrs.  Ebner  of  I'lm;  Max,  our 
snbject;  Carl,  proprietor  of  the  Russian  Hotel  at 
rim ;  John  L.,  a  wealthy  merchant  of  London, 
England;  William  who  emigrated  to  America  and 
is  now  a  merchant  of  Clay  County,  Kan. ;  Fred- 
ricka  deceased,  and  Pauline,  the  wife  of  Gen.  Roell 
of  Weingarten,  Germany. 


*^- 


fS^  ARSHALL  BALTSOR  is  the  owner  and  oc- 
\\\  cujjant  of  a  valuble  farm  in  Washington 
Is  County,  where  he  is  engaged  in  general 
farming  and  stock-raising.  His  estate  com- 
prises 240  acres  on  section  28,  Clifton  Township. 
It  is  under  tiiorough  cultivation,  and  furnished 
wiih  excellent  farm  buildings.  All  the  improve- 
ments have  been  made  by  himself,  and  witness  to 
the  fact  that  he  is  an  enterprising  and  progressive 
farmer. 

Mr.  Baltsor  arrived  in  this  county  on  Jul^-  25, 
18(59.  The  following  year  he  took  a  homestead, 
which  forms  part  of  his  present  landed  estate.  On 
it  he  has  since  lived  with  the  exception  of  a  short 
time  spent  as  a  hotel  proprietor  in  Vining.  Mr. 
Baltsor  came  to  this  county  from  Kankakee,  111., 
where  he  had  been  reared.  He  was  born  near 
Montreal,  Canada,  April  2,  1843,  and  was  the  eldest 
sou  in  the  parental  famil3\  AVhen  a  child  of  about 
four  years  the  family  came  to  the  United  States 
and  located  on  a  farm  four  miles  from  Kankakee 
City,  111. 

There  the  mother  died  in  the  year  1853.  being 
then  in  middle  life.  The  father  survived  until 
April  18,  1888,  when  he  too  departed  this  life.  He 
had  reached  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-two  years. 
Francis  and  Lenora  (Darussoux)  Baltsor  were  na- 
tives of  Canada  and  of  French  descent.  Both  were 
born  near  Montreal  and  there  grew  to  manhood 
and  womanhood.     There  thej'  were    married  and 


lived  upon  a  farm  until  1847,  when,  as  before 
stated  they  removed  to  the  United  States.  Both 
were  members  of  the  French  Catholic  Church. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  took  place  in  Kan- 
kakee, 111.,  the  bride  being  Miss  Juliet  Talbot.  She 
was  born  in  Canada,  Aug.  11,  1847,  and  when  a 
child  of  seven  years  came  with  her  parents  lo  the 
United  States.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Talbot  settled  on  a 
farm  in  Kankakee  County,  III.,  where  they  lived 
for  some  years.  In  the  latter  part  of  1868  they 
came  to  Kansas.  They  purchased  land  at  Green- 
leaf,  a  part  of  that  city  being  on  their  farm.  There 
they  are  now  living,  both  past  the  age  of  sixty 
3-ears.  Like  the  Baltsor  family,  they  are  of  French 
descent  and  of  Catholic  faith.  Mrs.  Baltsor  was 
reared  in  Illinois.  She  is  a  good  housewife,  a  lov- 
ing mother,  and  has  the  pleasing  manners  derived 
from  her  French  ancestrj'.  To  herself  and  husband 
twelve  children  have  been  born.  Six  have  been 
taken  from  them  by  death,  the  most  of  them  dying 
when  quite  young.  The  living  children  liear  the 
names  of  Georgiana,  Eli,  Nelson,  Philip,  Mary  and 
Rosa.     All  still  linger  under  the  parental  roof. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baltsor  are  communicants  of  the 
Catholic  Church.  Mr.  Baltsor  is  a  believer  in  the 
principles  of  the  Republican  party. 


!hyA\  ARTIN  T.  KING  is  of  New  England  ori- 
gin, his  parents,  Sheppard  and  Orath3^ 
(Stoddard)  King,  having  been  natives  of 
Vermont  and  Massachusetts,  respectively. 
The  father  died  in  Missouri,  and  the  mother  in 
Kansas.  Our  subject  was  the  j'oungest  but  one  in 
a  family  of  nine  children.  He  was  born  in  Saratoga 
County.  N.  Y.,  March  17,  1840.  When  about  a 
year  and  a  half  old,  his  parents  removed  to  Jeffer- 
son Count)',  where  his  boyhood  was  passed.  When 
he  was  fourteen  j'ears  old  the}-  left  the  Empire 
State  and  removed  to  Delaware  Count)',  Iowa. 
There  they  resided  five  or  six  years,  following  which 
for  about  the  same  length  of  time  their  home  was  in 
Black  Hawk  County.  They  then  changed  their 
residence  to  Buchanan  County,  where  they  were  at 
the  breaking  out  of  the  late  Civil  War. 

In  the  summer  of  1861  Mr.  King  joined  the  vast 
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hosts  that  bad  enlisted  in  the  defense  of  the  Union, 
and  was  enrolled  in  Companj-  C,  9th  Iowa  lufantiy. 
He  served  in  that  regiment  about  five  months, 
when  he  was  discharged  and  returned  to  his  home. 
The  following  spring  he  again  entered  the  service, 
enlisting  in  Coreipany  C,  27th  Iowa  Infantry,  in 
which  he  served  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  took 
part  in  the  Red  River  expedition  and  was  at  Nash- 
ville, Tenn.  When  mustered  out  of  the  service 
he  returned  to  Buchanan  County.  Iowa.  In  1870 
he  came  to  Washington  County,  and  settled  on  sec- 
tion 35,  Highland  Township,  where  he  has  since 
been  a  resident.  His  present  home  is  on  section  24. 
He  is  the  owner  of  160  acres  which  he  has  improved. 
He  occupies  a  commodious  farm  residence,  and  the 
other  farm  buildings  arc  adequate  for  their  purpose. 

In  Buchanan  County,  Iowa,  in  August,  1862, 
Mr.  King  celebrated  his  marriage  to  Miss  Sarah  J. 
Davis,  who  was  born  in  Indiana.  The  union  has 
been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  seven  children,  namely: 
Addie,  Henrietta,  Helen,  Rose  M.,  Clara,  Martin 
M.  and  Amanda.  Rose  died  when  about  three  years 
old. 

Mr.  King  is  interested  in  the  cause  of  education 
and  has  served  with  discretion  in  some  of  the  school 
offices.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican,  and  he  is  a 
member  of  Gettysburg  Post  (t.  A.  R.,  of  IloUen- 
berg.  He  is  a  man  of  good  repute  in  Inisiness  and 
social  affairs,  and  kindl}'  in  his  domestic    relations. 


i^^'HEOTUS  H.  PARRISH.  The  gentleman 
/^^^  who  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born 
^^z  in  Noble  County,  Ohio.  Jan.  13,  1857.  His 
father,  Edward  M.  Parrish,  was  also  born  in  Noble 
County,  Ohio,  and  his  grandfather,  Edward  Parrish. 
w.as  a  native  of  Baltimore,  Md..  where  his  ancestors 
settled  on  their  arrival  from  England  in  the  early 
history  of  our  country.  Mr.  Edward  Parrish  was 
a  farmer  and  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Noble 
County,  where  he  bought  a  tract  of  land  which  was 
covered  with  a  fine  growth  of  timber.  His  farm  was 
close  by  the  village  of  Sharon,  and  he  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  his  daj's  there  in  the  peaceful  pur- 
suits of  an  agricultural  life.  He  was  one  of  the 
leading  citizens  and  lielil  various   othees   of  public 


trust.  Besides  himself  and  wife  his  family  con- 
sisted of  six  sons  and  daughters. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  reared  on  his 
father's  farm  and  received  in  addition  to  a  fair 
common-school  education,  a  practical  training  in 
the  usual  pursuits  incident  to  life  on  a  farm. 
While  yet  young  he  was  put  in  a  mill  to  learn  the 
miller's  trade.  At  the  death  of  his  father,  part  of 
his  inhertance  consisted  of  two  mills,  one  a  flour- 
mill  the  other  a  sawmill,  which  he  operated  in  con- 
nection with  the  farm,  which  he  also  managed.  In 
186-1-,  he  sold  out  his  interests  in  Ohio  and  moved 
to  Iowa,  where  he  bought  a  farm,  located  north  of 
Stuart,  in  Guthrie  County.  He  prosecuted  his 
farming  interests  for  one  year  and  then  sold  out, 
and  some  time  later  purchased  a  mill  at  Arbor  Hill, 
Adair  County,  which  he  operated  until  1879.  He 
then  disposed  of  the  mill  and  moved  to  Washing- 
ton County,  Kan.,  where  he  resided  tour  years  and 
then  removed  to  Colorado,  being  one  of  the  pioneers 
of  Washington  County,  in  that  State.  Being- 
pleased  with  the  looks  of  the  country,  he  took  up 
a  homestead  and  turned  his  attention  to  improv. 
ing  it. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject 
was  Milcha  Sims.  She  was  a  native  of  Noble 
County,  t)hio.  where  she  grew  to  womanhood,  and 
in  addition  to  the  usual  lessons  learned  in  school 
learned  the  useful  duties  of  a  neat,  practical  house- 
keeper. The}^  were  the  parents  of  six  children,  as 
follows:  Mattie  ;  Theotus  H.,  our  subject  ;  Harry; 
William;  Katie;  and  Edward  F.  Theotus  was  onl}- 
seven  years  old  when  his  parents  moved  to  Iowa, 
hence  can  not  recall  many  of  the  scenes  of  his  child- 
hood's home.  He  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Guthrie  County,  and  as  soon  as  he  was 
large  enough  commenced  to  assist  his  father  in  the 
mill.  He  learned  the  trade  and  woiked  for  his 
parents  till  he  was  about  fourteen  years  of  age  then 
went  to  work  for  a  cousin,  who  operated  a  flour- 
mill  in  Guthrie  County,  remaining  there  till  187.'i. 
Then  he  took  charge  of  his  father's  mill  in  Adair 
County,  and  operated  it  until  1876.  He  then  moved 
to  Kansas  and  worked  in  a  mill  in  Phillips  County. 
While  a  resident  of  Phillips  Count}-  he  made  two 
excursions  to  points  in  Western  Kansas  and  East- 
ern Colorado,  visiting  Denver,  Julesburg,  Greelej', 
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and  Kit  Carson,  also  spending  part  of  the  time  in 
the  pleasurable  excitement  of  hunting  buflfaloes  on 
tlie  plains. 

Mr.  Parrish  remained  in  Phillips  County  nearly 
two  years,  and  then  went  to  Adair  County  where  he 
resumed  milling,  continuing  to  live  there  till  Feb- 
ruary, 1879,  when  he  went  to  Leadville,  Col.,  get- 
ting there  in  the  opening  days  of  the  great  excit- 
nient.  He  went  via  railroad  to  Canon  City,  then 
in  a  stage  to  his  destination,  12G  miles  distant.  The 
fare  was  sixteen  cents  a  mile,  and  after  paying  it 
lie  landed  there  with  only  §1.2.5  in  his  pocket.  He 
worked  for  $3  per  day  and  board.  As  soon  as  he 
made  a  start  in  that  way  he  became  a  mine  con- 
tractor at  which  he  continued  nearly  one  year.  He 
was  next  employed  as  overseer  at  the  Jersey  Mine 
u))  to  the  fall  of  1880,  when  he  returned  to  Adair 
County,  and  resumed  milling.  He  bought  a  mill 
known  as  the  Port  Union  Mills,  and  conducted  its 
entire  business  until  January,  1884.  He  then  re- 
fe-eed  tlie  title  and  let  the  mill  go.  The  next  move 
he  made  was  to  Kansas,  where,  in  Washington 
County  he  bought  one-half  interest  in  the  Eureka 
Mills,  and  during  the  last  three  years  has  been  the 
sole  manager. 

The  Eureka  Mills,  which  is  the  present  business 
l)lace  of  Mr.  Parrish,  is  a  stone  building  46x40  feet 
and  52  feet  high,  including  the  attic.  It  is  run 
by  water  power  and  has  the  latest  improved  ma- 
chinery, with  a  capacity  of  twenty -five  to  thirty- 
five  barrels  per  day.  They  are  doing  a  good  busi- 
ness and  bid  fair  to  continue  in  their  present  pros- 
perity. 

In  (October,  1880.  Mr.  P.arrish  was  married  to 
Miss  Maggie  Murphy,  a  native  of  Adair  County, 
Iowa,  and  daughter  of  Robert  T.  and  Martha  (Key) 
Murphy.  They  are  the  parents  of  four  bright  and 
interesting  children,  namely:  Bernard  W.,  Merton 
II. .Clarence  and  Gracie.  Mrs.  Parrish  is  a  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church.  Mr.  Parrish  is  a  member 
of  Frontier  Lodge,  No.  104,  A.  F.  &  A.  M. 
P  The  father  of  Mrs.  Parrish  was  born  in  Putnam 
County,  Ind.,  and  her  grandfatiier,  James  Murphy, 
was  born  in  North  Carolina,  and  from  there  went  to 
Kentucky,  subsequently  going  to  Putnam  County, 
Ind.  He  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  that 
count}',  locating    there   in   its    pioneer   days.     He 


bought  a  timber  tract  and  cleared  enough  for  a 
small  farm  on  which  he  lived  some  years,  then  hop- 
ing to  do  better  in  Iowa,  he  removed  there,  mak- 
ing the  journey  in  wagons.  It  was  once  again  his 
lot  to  be  in  the  foremost  rank  of  the  brave  pioneers 
who  courageously  led  the  van  of  progress,  and  man- 
fully wrested  homes  for  themselves  and  posterity 
from  the  untamed  forces  of  nature.  Being  one  of 
the  first  settlers  of  Adair  Count}-,  he  had  a  wide 
field  from  which  to  make  his  choice  of  a  place  of 
residence.  He  selected  and  entered  a  tract  of  land 
in  Harrison  Township,  where  he  engaged  in  farm- 
ing, making  it  his  home  till  1876,  when  he  sold  out 
and  removed  to  Kansas.  He  died  at  Baldwin. 
Douglas  County,  in  December.  1888.  The  father 
of  Mrs.  Parrish  was  sixteen  years  old  when  his  pa- 
rents went  to  Iowa.  A  few  years  later  he  bought 
a  tract  of  land  in  Harrison  Township,  which  he 
farmed  for  some  years,  then  sold  it  and  bought  again 
in  Grand  River  Township,  wlierc^  he  now  resides. 
Mrs.  Parrish's  mother  was  born  in  Clay  Count}-, 
Ind..  and  where  her  father.  Willi,am  Key,  who  was 
a  native  of  Kentucky,  located  in  the  early  days  of 
its  history;  however,  he  tired  at  length  of  the  place 
and  removed,  with  other  pioneers,  to  Adair  County, 
Iowa,  where  he  spent  his  last  days. 


EV.  A.  L.  McNAIR,  a  licensed  preacher  of 
the  Methodist  P^Discopal  Church,  has  alto- 
gether spent  a  goodly  portion  of  his  life 
laboring  in  the  Master's  vineyard,  and  when 
not  in  the  pulpit  has  improved  his  time  as  oppor- 
tunity offered,  bringing  lost  sheep  into  the  fold. 
From  his  youth  up  he  has  been  of  a  pious  turn  of 
mind,  and  finds  his  chief  pleasure  in  preaching  to 
men  Christ  and  Him  crucified.  Among  the  more 
practical  things  of  life  he  has  operated  largely  as 
an  agriculturist,  and  ma}'  usually  be  found  at  his 
well-regulated  farm  of  152  acres,  comprising  a  por- 
tion of  section  6,  Ashland  Township,  Riley  County, 
and  einbrsicing  some  of  the  richest  land  in  the  Kan- 
sas bottoms. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch   was  horn    in    Bucks 
County,  Pa.,  Nov.  9,   1831.      His   father,    Samuel 
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McNair,  was  also  a  native  of   that    county,    and   a 
fanner  by  occupation.     The   mother,    who    in    her 
girlhood  was  Miss  Ann   Long,  was  likewise  a  na-    j 
tive  of  that  count}',  where  she  spent  her  entire  life,   < 
dying  when  about   tliirty-four   years    old.     After 
his  wife's  death  Samuel  McNair  changed  his    resi- 
dence to  Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  spent   I 
his  last  days.     The  parental  household  consisted  of   | 
eight  children,  of  whom  A.  L.  was  the  fiftli  in  order 
of  birth.     He  spent  his  boyhood  and  youth   at   the 
place  of  his  birth,  becoming  familiar  with  agricul- 
tural   pursuits    and    imbued    with    those    religious 
sentiments  which  have  had  their  bearing  upon   his 
whole  later  life.     Upon  reaeliing  his  majority,  with 
the  natural  desire  of  youth  for  fame,  he  repaired 
to  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  where  for  a  time  he   was  em- 
ployed as  clerk  in  a  hotel,  and    later,    wishing   to 
enlarge  his  store  of    practical    knowledge,    took    a 
course  in  the  Commercial  College. 

After  pursuing  his  studies  about  one  year,  young 
McNair,  still  pushing  on  further  westward,  located 
in  Ripley  County,  Ind.,  where  he  commenced  teach- 
ing, and  was  thus  engaged  for  several  terms,  mostl}' 
during  the  winter  season.  In  the  summer  he 
worked  on  the  farm,  and  thus  spent  about  twelve 
years.  In  the  meantime  he  was  married,  in  the 
summer  of  1857,  to  Miss  Martha  Mattox.  and  so- 
journed in  that  region  until  the  outbreak  of  the 
Civil  War.  In  September,  1862,  he  enlisted  as  a 
Union  soldier  in  Company  A,  83d  Indiana  In- 
fantry, for  three  years,  and  served  until  after  the 
close  of  the  war.  He  was  mustered  out  in  June. 
1865,  and,  returning  to  his  family  in  Ripley  County, 
carried  on  farming  tiiere  until  the  fall  of  1867. 
He  then  set  out  for  the  young  State  of  Kansas. 

In  this  State  Mr.  McNair  first  settled   in    Wa- 
baunsee County,  where  he  lived  ten  years  engaged, 
as  before,  in  farming  pursuits,  and    then   changed 
his  residence  to  Riley  CountN'.     Since  that  time  he 
h.as  been  a  resident  of  Ashland  Township.     He  was 
licensed  to  preach  about  1859,  and  was  ordained  a 
local  Deacon  in  April,   1874.     In   March,  1880,  he 
was  ordained  an  Elder.     He  was   instrumental   in 
the  erection  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at   ' 
Zeand.ale,  and  has  contributed  liberally  of  his  time    I 
and  means  for  the    advancement  of    tlie    society.    I 
While    in    the    army    lie    participated    in    several    i 


important  battles,  and  at  the  siege  of  Vicksburg 
suflfered  greatly  from  sickness  and  exposure,  in  con- 
sequence of  which  his  hearing  became  greatly  im- 
paired, and  of   this  he  has  not  yet  fully  recovered. 

Mrs.  Martlia  ( Mattox)  McNair  was  born  in  Mont- 
gomery County,  Va.,  .Tan.  3.  1830,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  John  and  Nanc}'  Mattox.  vvlio  were 
natives  of  Virginia,  and  who  spent  their  List  years 
in  Indiana.  The  early  years  of  Mrs.  McNair  were 
passed  in  a  comparatively  uneventful  manner,  dur- 
ing which  time  she  attended  the  common  schools 
and  lived  at  home  witii  her  parents.  Of  her  union 
with  our  subject  there  have  been  born  six  children — 
Samuel,  John,  Alice,  Ann,  Bertha  and  George. 
With  the  exception  of  Ann,  they  are  all  living  and 
making  their  homes  mostly  in  Manhattan,-  this 
State.  Mr.  McNair  takes  an  active  interest  in  edu- 
cational affairs,  and  has  frequently  served  as  a 
member  of  the  School  Board  in  his  district. 

We  are  pleased  in  being  able  to  present  the  por- 
trait of  Mr,  McNair  elsewhere  in  this  volume. 


-^^^^ii*- 


ROF.  CHARLES  H.  RICE,  ex-County  Su- 
perintendent of  Schools  of  Washington  Co., 
and  Principal  of  the  High  School  at  Clif- 
ton, is  one  of  the  leading  educators  of  this 
county.  He  has  been  identified  with  the  schools 
of  Clifton  since  their  organization,  and  has  brought 
them  up  to  rank  with  the  very  best  in  the  count}'. 
For  six  3-ears  after  the  organization  of  the  Clifton 
school  he  was  its  principal.  He  then  filled  the 
office  of  County  Superintendent  for  four  years, 
after  which  he  returned  to  professional  work  in 
Clifton.  Prof.  Rice  has  taught  fifty -one  terms,  and 
with  the  exception  of  one  term,  that  length  of  time 
has  been  spent  in  only  four  different  school  houses. 
The  Professor  is  also  a  member  of  the  bar,  but 
does  not  make  a  specialty  of  the  legal  profession. 
Our  subject  was  born  near  Old  Orchard  Beach, 
Me,,  Jan.  22,  1841.  He  is  the  3'oungest  in  his 
father's  famil}'.  When  a  lad  of  seven  years  his 
parents  became  residents  of  Bureau  County,  lil. 
His  earlier  education  was  obtained  in  Dover  Acad- 
emy. Subsequently  lie  attended  Clark  Seminary, 
at  Aurora,  111.,  that  institution  now  being  known 
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as  Jenning's  Institute.  He  applied  himself  studi- 
ously to  his  boolis,  and  obtained  a  fine  education. 
In  tlie  tliird  year  of  his  attendance  at  Clark  Semi- 
nary he  took  up  arms  in  defense  of  tiie  Union.  A 
company  was  organized  among  the  students  of  tlic 
institution,  and  under  tlie  command  of  Capt.  Wins- 
low  was  enrolled  as  Company  I,  in  the  14Ist  Illi- 
nois Infantry.  This  regiment,  under  the  command 
of  Col.  Bronson,  was  sent  to  Kentucky,  where  for 
six  months  it  did  garrison  duty  under  Gen.  Payne. 
After  his  discharge  our  subject  returned  to  Bureau 
County,  where  he  took  up  the  profession  of  teach- 
ing and  also  operated  a  farm.  His  first  work  as 
a  pedagogue  was  in  that  county  in  1859,  prior  to 
his  enrollment  as  a  student  in  Clark's  Seminary. 

In  1868  Mr.  Rice  removed  to  jNIissouri,  remain- 
ing a  resident  of  that  State  for  ten  years.  He 
taught  in  Proctorville,  Caldwell  County,  and  Fair- 
view,  and  also  engaged  in  farming.  While  in 
Missouri  he  likewise  studied  law,  and  in  1874 
passed  his  examination  and  was  admitted  to  the 
bar.  He  practiced  law  one  year  in  that  State.  In 
1878  Prof.  Rice  became  a  resident  of  this  State,  and 
identified  himself  with  the  educational  interests  of 
this  county.  In  1884  he  purchased  IGO  acres  of  land 
in  Strawberrj'  Township,  on  which  he  has  made 
some  improvements.  He  has  made  that  place  his 
home  a  part  of  the  time  since  its  purchase. 

Gideon  Rice,  the  grandfather  of  our  sul)ject, 
was  a  native  of  Maine,  and  born  prior  to  the 
French  and  Indian  War.  He  carried  to  his  grave 
a  mark  made  on  his  scalp  with  a  tomahawk. 
When  a  boy  a  piece  of  his  skull  had  been  knocked 
out  by  that  implement  in  the  hand  of  a  savage. 
He  fought  as  a  private  in  the  war  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, and  in  an  early  day  was  a  member  of  the  Legis-  I 
lature  of  Massachusetts.  He  was  a  man  of  promi- 
nence in  his  d.iy  and  generation.  He  lived  to  the 
advanced  age  of  ninety  years,  his  death  taking 
place  near  Old  Orchard  Beach.  Me.,  where  the  most  ! 
of  his  life  had  been  spent. 

Ephraim  Rice,  father  of  our  subject,  was  one  of    : 
the  younger   members  of  a  large  family,  all  sons    I 
but  one.     He  was  reared  on  a  farm  in  his    native 
State,  Maine.     While  yet  a  young  man  he  fought 
tiirough  the  war  of   1812.     He  escaped  unhurt,  as    ! 
did  his  noble  sire  in  the  first  struggle  for  American    I 


independence  from  British  tyranny.  He  suc- 
ceeded to  the  homestead  of  his  fatiier  near  Old 
Orchard  Beach,  and  there  all  his  children  were 
born.  He  was  a  ship  builder  of  master  workman- 
ship. At  one  time  he  built  a  vessel  and  sailed  it 
on  his  own  account.  In  1848  he  moved  with  his 
family  to  Illinois.  He  bought  a  home  in  Fairview 
Township,  Bureau  County,  where  they  were  among 
the  first  settlers.  For  some  time  they  had  to  mar- 
ket their  grain  at.  Chicago,  but  later  had  a  home 
market.  Ephraim  died  near  Arlington  in  18G0. 
being  then  seventy-six  years  old.  His  widow  sur- 
vived him  eighteen  months,  and  died  in  the  same 
place  when  sixty-six  years  old.  He  was  an  Aboli- 
tionist, a  follower  of  Whittier  and  a  director  in 
the  -'underground  railway."  During  his  later 
years  his  vote  was  given  to  the  Republican  party. 
Like  his  father  before  him,  he  was  of  strict  Puritan 
ideas.  He  was  not  a  member  of  any  church,  but 
was  a  close  reader  of  the  Bible  and  followed  its 
precepts.  His  wife  held  very  similar  ideas  of  re- 
ligion. She  was,  like  her  husband,  a  native  of 
Maine,  and  was  the  daughter  of  an  old  Revolu- 
tionary patriot  named  Zachariah  Foss.  He  had  a 
military  record  that  is  seldom  surpassed,  and  was  a 
well-known  and  prominent  man.  He  was  gathered 
to  his  fathers  when  ripe  in  years.  JMrs.  Eliza  Rice 
bore  her  husband  five  children. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  was  celebrated  in 
Bureau  Count3',  the  bride  being  Miss  Eleanor  A. 
Boucher.  She  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  on  Christ- 
mas day,  1846.  When  she  was  about  nine  years  old 
her  parents,  Daniel  and  Jane  (Clark)  Boucher,  re- 
moved to  Illinois.  There,  in  1 867,  her  mother  died, 
being  then  forty-six  years  old.  The  father  sub- 
sequently went  to  Dakota.  He  departed  this  life 
in  Clark  County,  that  State,  in  1882,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-five.  He  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  Mrs.  Rice  grew  to  woman- 
hood in  Illinois,  being  carefully  reared  by  her  par- 
ents, and  educated  at  Dover  Academy.  She  was 
for  a  time  engaged  in  teaching,  a  work  for  which 
her  education  and  natural  tact  well  fitted  her. 

To  Prof.  Rice  and  his  wife  three  children  have 
been  born.  Arthur  D.  is  a  teacher  in  Strawberrj' 
Township.  During  the  college  sessions  he  is  a  stu- 
dent at   Manhattan,  Kan.,  where    he  will  com|)letc 
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his  education.     Ada  is  similarly  eno-aged.      Carl  is 
yet  at  home. 

Prof.  Rice  is  a  Republican,  and  cast  his  first 
Presidential  vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln,  at  his  sec- 
ond election.  He  is  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R. 
and  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  at  Washington.  He  and  his 
wife  hold  membership  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  Prof.  Rice  is  a  true  gentleman,  and  one 
whose  example  is  wortliy  of  imitation  by  the  youth 
before  whom  he  stands  as  instructor. 


^am^*^^^ 


OELSON  PARONTO,  a  native  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Montreal,  Canada,  and  of  French 
descent,  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  lend- 
ing farmers  of  Bloom  Township,  where  he  home- 
steaded  land  in  1874,  and  has  his  residence  on  sec- 
tion 2.  His  landed  possessions  embrace  320  acres, 
all  of  which  have  been  brought  to  a  good  state  of 
cultivation.  The  land  is  well  adapted  to  stoclc- 
raising,  which  forms  a  leading  feature  in  the  opera- 
tions of  the  proprietor.  Mr.  Paronto  came  to 
Kansas  in  the  spring  of  1874.  Upon  leaving  his 
native  city,  he  emigrated  to  Clayton  County,  N.  Y., 
where  he  lived  twelve  years.  Thence  he  went  to 
Iroquois  County,  111.,  where  he  sojourned  fifteen 
years  and  from  there,  in  1874,  crossed  the  Mississ- 
ippi into  Kansas.  His  operations  iiave  indicated 
in  a  marked  degree  the  prudence  and  forethought 
which  are  the  leading  characteristics  of  the  man 
and  which  have  brought  him  success. 

Mr.  Paronto  was  born  Jan.  15,  1828,  and  is  the 
son  of  Noah  and  Julia  (Levelley)  Paronto,  the 
former  of  whom,  like  his  father  before  him.  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation  and  after  his  marriage  emi- 
grated from  the  Dominion  to  New  York  State,  in 
1842,  and  lived  there  twelve  years.  In  1854  he 
removed  to  Kankakee  Countj-.  111.,  and  settled 
on  a  farm,  where  he  died  in  1853,  at  the  age  of 
fifty-two  years.  His  wife  survived  him  a  number 
of  years,  dying  at  the  age  of  sixty.  Both  were 
Catholics  in  religion.  Of  the  sixteen  children 
born  to  them  only  three  are  living — two  sons  and 
a  daughter. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  remained  under  the 
parental  roof  until  reaching  man's  estate   and   was 


married  in  Kankakee  County,  111.,  to  Miss  Ada 
Marsant.  This  lady  was  likewise  a  native  of  the 
District  of  Montreal,  born  in  1836,  and  the  daugh- 
ter of  J.  M.  Marsant.  who  is  represented  else- 
where in  this  volume.  The  latter  removed  with 
his  family  from  Canada  to  Illinois,  and  thence  to 
Kansas  in  1871,  settling  in  Bloom  Township,  wbere 
he  is  still  living  and  numbered  among  its  leading 
citizens. 

Mrs.  Paronto  was  carefully  reared  by  her  ex- 
cellent parents,  living  with  them  until  her  marriage. 
She  is  now  the  mother  of  nine  children,  the  eldest 
of  whom,  a  sou,  Noel,  married  Miss  Salina  Belaird 
and  is  living  on  a  farm  in  Bloom  Township.  Eliza- 
beth married  Charles  Lewis,  a  business  man  of  To- 
peka.  Ada  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Winegrove,  a 
real  estate  man  of  Clay  Center.  John  took  to 
wife  Miss  Martha  Martin  and  is  operating  a  farm 
in  Jackson  County,  this  State.  Henry  is  unmarried 
and  operating  a  farm  in  Bloom  Township.  George 
married  Miss  Hattie  Belaird  and  they  live  on  a  farm 
in  Bloom  Township.  Cordelia  is  the  wife  of  Au- 
gust Petermeyer,  a  farmer  of  Bloom  Township; 
Nelson  and  Frederick  are  at  home  with  their 
parents.  Mr.  Paronto,  politically,  is  a  sound  Re- 
publican and  with  his  good  wife  is  a  prominent 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church  in  which  he  officiates 
as  Deacon. 


,.  R.  HOWARD  H.  OLNEY,  one  of  the  well- 
known  dentists  of  Clay  Center,  during  his 
residence  of  five  years  in  this  place  has 
built  up  a  good  business  and  made  hosts  of 
friends.  He  has  a  fine  office  in  the  business  part  of 
thecitj',and  is  thoroughly  familiar  with  tlie  duties 
of  his  profession.  A  native  of  Madison  County, 
Ohio,  he  was  born  fourteen  miles  west  of  the  city 
of  Columbus,  July  10,  1857.  and  is  thus  still  a 
young  man  and  has  a  prospect  before  him,  not  only 
of  further  success  in  his  calling,  but  the  accumula- 
tion of  a  comfortable  competence. 

When  a  boy  of  eleven  years  young  Olney,  in 
1868,  went  with  his  mother  to  Warsaw,  Ind.,  (his 
father  having  died)  and  there  attended  school,  and 
subsequently  at  an  early  age  began  to  make  his  own 
living.     Later  he  emigrated  to  Michigan,  and  was 
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iilso  for  a  time  in  the  city  of  Chicago,  in  tiie  em- 
ploy of  Wells,  Fargo,  A'  Co.  Thence  he  went  to 
Peoria,  111.,  where  he  engaged  in  the  dry-goods 
trade  and  became  interested  in  dentistry.  In  Peoria, 
III.,  he  commenced  studying  with  a  view  to  this  pro- 
fession, and  later,  returning  to  AVarsaw,  Ind.,  joined 
his  brother,  a  dentist,  remaining  there  with  him 
three  years.  We  next  find  him  in  Wapakoneta, 
Ohio,  where  he  first  entered  upon  the  regular  prac- 
tice of  his  profession  and  remained  two  years. 
Tiience  he  removed  to  Spencerville,  that  Stale, 
where  he  made  the  acquaintance  of  Miss  Florence 
y.  Deal,  and  a  mutual  attachment  followed,  which 
resulted  later  in  their  marriage,  June  17,  1885. 

In  1884  Dr.  Olney  made  a  tour  of  the  Southwest, 
visiting  Old  Mexico,  and  various  cities  in  that 
region,  and  spending  thus  four  months,  from  May 
10  to  September  1.  This  tour  ended,  Dr.  Olney 
when  looking  about  for  a  location,  decided  upon 
Chiy  Center,  Kan.,  and  here,  in  1884,  took  up  his 
abode.  Early  the  following  year,  however,  he  re- 
turned to  Ohio,  but  after  marriage  came  back  to 
Kansas,  established  himself  at  Clay  Center,  where  he 
has  since  remained.  He  has  become  prominent  in 
his  profession  in  this  county,  and  is  looked  upon  as  a 
man  of  high  character  and  more  than  ordinary 
aliility.  He  is  a  sound  Republican,  politically,  and 
socially,  belongs  to  the  K.  of  P.  Mrs.  Florence 
(Deal)  Olney  was  born  in  Elida,  Ohio,  Feb.  17, 
1866,  and  is  the  daughter  of  the  Rev.  William  Deal, 
a  minister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
a  member  of  Ihe  Central  Ohio  Conference.  He  is 
now  at  Mt.  Blanchard.  Mrs.  Olney  departed  this 
life  at  her  home  in  Clay  Center,  Kan.,  July  11, 
1889. 

To  the  Doctor  and  ;\Irs.  Olney  there  were  born 
two  children,  a  son  and  a  daughter — Howard  Ross 
and  Opal  C.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  George 
B.  Olney,  supposed  to  have  been  a  native  of  Prov- 
idence, R.  I.,  and  who  emigrated  to  Ohio  about 
1835.  He  there  married  Miss  Cassandra  Hartsook, 
and  followed  his  trade  of  wagon  and  carriage- 
making,  also  undertaking,  until  his  death,  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1862.  This  occurred  very  suddenly,  in 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  where  he  was  carrying  on  business. 
He  had  been  talking  on  the  various  topics  of  the 
day,  and  after  an  excited  discussion  he  was  found 


lying  on  the  floor  of  the  engine  room,  having  been 
thrown  from  ,the  fifth  story  of  his  cofHn  manufact- 
ory, down  through  the  shute,  and  being  instantly 
killed.  He  left  a  widow  and  nine  children.  The 
mother,  upon  leaving  the  Queen  City,  lived  for  a 
lime  in  Warsaw,  Ind.,  but  is  now  at  St.  Anthony 
Park,  St.  Paul,  Minn.  The  children  are  all  living. 
George  B.  Olney,  politically,  was  a  stanch  Repub- 
lican and  a  very  intelligent  man,  having  decided 
views  upon  all  the  leading  questions  of  the  da3^ 


ilL^  ENRY  KIRBY  was  liorn  in  Ripley  County, 
W%]  Ind.,  Sept.  1,  1833.  His  father,  David 
'■~>^'  Kirby,  was  born  in  Kentuck3\  and  with  his 
C^  parents  went  to  Ripley  County,  in  the  early 
part  of  the  present  century.  There  hs  lived  for 
many  years,  and  thence  removed  to  Greensburg, 
Ind.,  where  he  now  resides.  He  followed  farming 
until  a  few  years  ago,  but  is  now  retired  from  act- 
ive labor,  having  reached  about  the  age  of  sevent}'- 
seven.  He  is  in  only  moderate  circumstances. 
From  early  manhood  he  has  been  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  Church.  His  father,  Joel  Kirby, 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Virginia, 
and  died  in  Ripley  County,  Ind.  Our  subject's 
mother  before  her  marriage  bore  the  name  of  Eliza 
Brown;  she  was  born  in  Ripley  County,  and  there 
died.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Bartlett  Brown,  a  na- 
tive of  Virginia,  who  served  in  the  War  of  1812. 
Our  subject's  parents  had  five  children,  he  being 
the  eldest.  The  others  were  named  respectively, 
Joel,  Bartlett,  Frankie  and  John. 

Henry  Kirb3'  received  the  usual  training  of  a 
farmer's  son,  having  spent  his  early  life  on  a  farm 
in  Ripley  and  Jefferson  Counties.  Ind.  There  he 
remained  until  1852,  when  he  removed  to  Menard 
County,  111.  Two  years  later  he  again  changed  his 
residence,  making  his  home  in  Boone  County, 
Iowa,  where  he  remained  until  1860.  He  then 
crossed  the  Plains  to  the  Rock}'  Mountains,  and 
followed  raining  in  Nevada,  California,  Oregon  and 
Washington,  until  1871.  At  that  period  he  returned 
to  Iowa,  and  was  again  a  resident  of  Boone  County. 
Five  years  later  he  removed  to  Washington  Count}-. 
Kan.,  and  bought  160  acres  on  sections  18  and  33, 
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Barnes    Township,  where    he    resided    until   1881,    I 
when   he  bought  on  section  4,  where  he'nowHives.    i 
He   has   160  acres  in  hisjhome  place,  the  i-csidence 
and  estate  being  unusually-  attractive.    Mr.  Kirl)y 
is  also  the  owner  of  a  farm  of  eighty  acres,  located 
on  section  7,  Cass  Township,  Boone  Count3%  Iowa.    ! 
In   addition  to  his  farming  he  raises  considerable    i 
stock.     He   is   regarded   as   one  of  the  most  enter- 
prising   farmers    in   tlie  county.     He  is  a  man   of   I 
uprijifht   character  and   pleasing  manners,  and  his 
neighbors  and    fellow-citizens  speak    of   him  very    ' 
highly.     In  politics  he  is  a  Republican. 

In  August.  1871,  Mr.  Kirby  celebrated  his  mar- 
riage to  Mrs.  Harriet  Boswell,  of  Boone  County,  ! 
Iowa.  She  was  born  in  Ohio,  inJAugust,  1833, 
being  a  daughter  of  Henry  and  Harriet  Nutt,  na-  I 
tives  of  ihe  Buckeye  State.  At  the  time  of  her[mar- 
riage  with  our  subject  she  was  the  widow  of  .lohn 
Boswell,  of  Boone  County.  By  her  first  marriage 
she  became  the  mother  of  two  children — Warren 
and  George  Boswell.  She  lias  borne  her  present 
husband  one  daughter — iNIary. 


,  EWTON  ALLEN  is  now  holding  the  office  of 
Police  Judge  in  C'lay  Center,  a  position  to 
which  he  was  elected  in  the  spring  of  1889, 
without  opposition,  having  previously  served  three 
terms  as  Probate  Judge  of  Claj'  County.  He  has 
been  honored  with  many  other  offices,  and  has 
served  in  them  all  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  consti't- 
uents,  who  have  shown  their  confidence  in  his  char- 
acter and  ability  by  continually  placing-  him  in 
positions  of  public  responsibility. 

The  birth  of  Judge  Allen  took  place  Oct.  1 7, 
1843,  at  North  Farmington,  Oakland  Co..  Mich., 
where  he  received  a  good  practical  education.  He 
grew  to  maturity  in  his  native  county,  being  reared 
to  farm  pursuits  and  remaining  with  his  mother 
until  1870.  He  then  came  to  Kansas,  and  took  up 
a  homestead  of  160  acres  in  Clifton  Township. 
Washington  County,  two  and  half  miles  north  of 
Vining.  He  proved  up  on  the  claim  in  1874.  hav- 
ing in  the  meantime  made  from  the  raw  land  an 
improved  farm.  Three  years  later  ho  sold  the 
homestead  and  came  to  this   city   which    has  since 


been  his  home,  and  where  he  occupies  a  pleasant  resi- 
dence. No.  375  Dexter  street.  During  the  late  Civil 
War  Judge  Allen  served  his  country  as  a  member 
of  Company  F,  30th  Michigan  Infantry,  his  enlist- 
ment taking  place  Dec.  25,  1864,  a  few  weeks  after 
he  became  of  age.  The  command  to  which  he  be- 
longed was  sent  to  the  Northern  department  of  the 
array,  and  was  discharged  in  June,  1865. 

At  the  home  of  the  bride  in  Manhattan,  Kan., 
Feb.  22,  1877,  Judge  Allen  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Hall,  daughter  of  John  and 
Hannah  Ashton,  Rev. Richard  Wake  officiating.  Mrs- 
Allen  has  borne  her  husband  one  child— Winnie, 
now  ten  years  of  age.  Tlie  wife  of  Judge  Allen 
bore  the  maiden  name  of  Ashton,  and  her  birth 
took  place  in  England  in  1844.  In  1848  she  was 
brought  to  the  United  States  by  her  parents  who 
settled  in  Indiana,  and  in  1861  removed  to  Riley 
County,  Kan.,  where  they  have  since  resided. 

Judge  Allen  always  votes  the  Republican  ticket, 
and  is  a  stanch  temperance  man.  In  1873  he  was 
elected  Clerk  of  Clifton  Township,  Washington 
County.  After  coming  to  this  city  in  1877,  he 
was  appointed  City  Clerk,  and  also  elected  to  the 
position  of  Township  Clerk,  in  which  capacity  he 
served  two  and  a  half  years.  In  August,  1877,  he 
was  appointed  Deputy  Clerk  of  the  District  Court, 
and  has  served  actively  in  that  capacity  for 
twelve  years,  having  kept  the  I'ournals  of  the  court. 
In  October  of  the  same  year  he  was  appointed  Dep- 
uty Register  of  l^eeds  and  held  the  appointment 
for  five  years,  serving  actively,  however,  but  fif- 
teen months.  He  has  also  served  one  and  a 
half  years  as  Deputy  in  the  County  Clerk's  office, 
and  his  appointment  is  still  on  file.  In  January. 
1879,  he  was  appointed  Dcjmty  Sheriff,  in  which 
capacity  he  served  one  3-ear.  In  the  fall  of  1882, 
he  was  elected  Probate  Judge,  hi§  term  of  service 
beginning  about  the  10th  of  January,  1883,  and  he 
being  re- elected  three  times,  each  time  leading  his 
party  ticket.  Judge  Allen  belongs  to  the  G.  A.  R., 
the  .K.  of  P.  and  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  is  the  present 
representative  of  the  latter  order  to  their  Grand 
Lodge. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  Nathan  C.  Allen, 
who  was  born  in  Canada  in  the  year  1812.  When 
a  young  man  he   came   to    tlie   United    States  and 
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located  in  Oaklanil  County,  Mich.,  wliere  he  became 
quite  a  prominent  politician.  He  was  a  temperate 
man  and  prosperous  in  his  business  life.  His  death 
took  place  in  1855  in  the  State  of  which  he  liad  long 
been  a  resident.  In  1842.  Nathan  Allen  was 
married  to  Miss  Samantha  Hosmer,  who  bore  him 
six  children.  All  but  one  lived  to  mature  years, 
but  two  of  that  number  are  now  deceased.  Some 
time  after  the  death  of  Mr.  .\llen,  his  widow  married 
j\lr.  James  Ellis,  and  is  now  living  near  Novi, 
Mich. 

\  LWOOD  LOAVER  is  a  resident  of  Coleman 
Township,  Washington  Countj^  occupying 
/I' — ^  a  farm  which  was  [ire-empted  by  his  father 
under  the  Homestead  Act.  He  is  the  owner  of  a 
homestead  in  Strawberry  Township,  adjoining  land 
owned  by  his  brother.  His  own  place  is  under 
fence  and  is  used  for  grazing  purposes.  A  good 
house  lias  been  erected  upon  it.  Mr.  Lower  has 
been  identified  with  the  educational  work  of  this 
county  for  some  eight  years  and  is  a  succesful  in- 
structor. He  first  saw  the  light  in  Rock  Island 
County,  111.,  Nov.  3,  1857.  In  1870  his  father 
came  to  this  county,  which  has  since  been  tiie  fam- 
ily home.  Mr.  Lower  was  studiously  inclined  and 
anxious  to  obtain  a  good  education.  By  dint  of 
perseverance  and  tact  he  accomplished  his  pur- 
pose and  is  now  a  well-informed  and  well-read  man. 

The  rites  of  wedlock  were  celebrated  between 
our  subject  and  Miss  Emma  Odell,  of  Waterville, 
Kan.,  Feb.  18,  1884.  The  bride  is  a  cultured 
lady  and  a  daughter  of  Peter  and  Elizabeth  (Cor- 
ney)  Odell.  They  were  formerly  of  Westchester 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  came  to  Kansas  in  1871.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Lower  are  the  parents  of  two  children, 
Raymond  A.  and  Wesley  D. 

Mr.  Lower  is  a  member  of  Clifton  Lodge,  No. 
122,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  of  Washington  Lodge 
No.  76,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  at  Washington.  He  is  a  Re- 
publican and  takes  a  prominent  part  in  all  tin; 
primaries.  He  was  Trustee  of  the  township  in 
which  he  lived.  He  is  a  man  of  excellent  char- 
acter and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  promising 
young  citizens  of  the  county. 

The  gentleman   whose  name    heads  this   sketch 


traces  his  ancestry  to  Holland,  where  the  name  was 
spelled  Louvier.  The  first  of  the  family  who  came 
to  America  was  billed  on  shipboard  as  Mr.  Lower, 
and  the  descendants  have  since  used  that  name. 
The  Mr.  Lower  above  mentioned  served  for  seven 
years  in  the  Revolutionary  army.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  this  conntry  and  settled  in  .  Pennsylvania. 
In  Hollidaysburg.  Blair  County,  that  State,  his  son 
David,  the  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
born.  David  Lower  settled  near  Lanark,  Carroll 
County,  where  he  purchased  1,000  acres  of  land, 
which  is  still  held  by  the  family.  He  died  at  the 
age  of  seventy-nine.     His  widow  still  survives. 

Levi  Lower,  a  son  of  David,  went  from  his 
Pennsylvania  home  to  Rock  Island  County,  111., 
when  still  a  young  man.  There  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Mary  Dougal,  daughter  of  Henry  Dougal,  of 
Port  Byi-on,  111.  Her  people  were  originally  from 
A\'estmoreland  County,  Pa.  Mv.  and  Mrs.  Levi 
Lower  resided  at  Port  Byron  for  some  time  and 
thence  removed  to  Mt.  Carroll.  In  1861,  Mr. 
Lower  enlisted  in  Company  I,  of  the  34th  Illinois 
Infantry,  which  w.as  assigned  to  th^  14th  Army 
Corps,  in  (ien.  .McCook's  Division.  He  served 
gallantly  for  three  years.  He  participated  in  the 
noted  conflicts  at  Shiloh,  Corinth,  luka  and  Mis- 
sionary Ridge,  and  in  battles  about  Chattanooga 
and  Atlanta.  On  his  discharge  in  1864,  he  re- 
turned to  his  home  in  Illinois  and  resumed  the 
employment  which  he  had  given  up  to  aid  in  the 
defense  of  the  Union.  He  came  to  this  county  in 
1870,  and  homesteaded  the  land  upon  which  his 
son,  our  subject,  now  lives.  He  afterward  added 
sixt}-  acres  in  the  same  township.  Still  later  he 
purchased  160  acres  in  Brantford,  where  lie  now 
lives. 

VILLIAM  H.  BROUGHTON,  a  prominent 
member  of  the  City  Council  at  Morgan. 
ville,  Clay  County,  is  one  of  its  oldest 
residents,  and  acted  in  his  present  capacity  soon 
after  its  incorporation.  He  has  always  been  promi- 
nent in  local  affairs,  serving  as  Township  Trustee 
and  as  a  member  of  the  School  Board  most  of  the 
time  since  coming  to  the  State.  Politically,  he  is 
a  life-long  Democrat,  and  is  the  only  man  in  Sher- 
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man  Township  who  voted  for  Tilden  for  President 
in  187G.  Notwithstanding  his  politics  were  unpop- 
ular, he  has  been  retained  in  office  regarclless  of 
party  opinions — a  fact  which  indicates  in  a  marked 
manner  the  esteem  and  confidence  in  which  he  is 
held  by  his  fellow-citizens. 

A  native  of  Crawford  County,  Pa.,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  was  born  Jan.  ID,  1842,  and  lived 
there  with  his  parents  until  a  lad  of  eight  years. 
He  is  the  son  of  Jonah  and  Temperance  (Sturgiss) 
Broughton.  who  upon  leaving  Crawford  County 
took  up  their  abode  in  Warren  County,  Pa.,  where 
their  son,  William  H.,  was  reared  to  manhood.  He 
had  been  bred  to  farming  pursuits,  but  after  the 
outbreak  of  the  Civil  War,  entered  the  Union  army 
in  August,  1862,  as  amember  of  Company  F,  145th 
Pennsylvania  Infantry,  serving  as  a  private  in  that 
capacity  about  eighteen  months.  He  was  then 
promoted  to  Sergeant,  with  which  rank  he  was  mus- 
tered out  at  the  close  of  the  war,  taking  part  in  the 
grand  review  at  Washington,  D.  C.  On  the  even- 
ing before  this  interesting  event.  Gov.  Curtin  of 
Pennsylvania,  presented  the  145th  Regiment  with  a 
new  stand  of  colors,  and  Mr.  Broughton  was  se- 
lected by  Lieutenant-Colonel  McQuare^-  to  carry 
the  new  banner  during  the  parade.  After  the  re- 
view the  regiment  repaired  to  Pittsburg,  wiiere  the 
boys  received  their  honorable  discharge. 

Mr.  Broughton  during  his  army  career  partic- 
ipated in  the  battles  of  Fredericksburg,  Gettys- 
burg, the  Wilderness,  Spottsylvania,  Cold  Harbor 
and  Petersburg  and  others  in  that  vicinity.  Al- 
though not  receiving  any  wounds,  the  hardship  and 
exposure  which  he  suffered  undermined  his  health, 
he  being  on  duty  every  day,  and,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  six  weeks,  constantly  in  the  field.  When 
leaving  the  army  he  returned  to  Pennyslvania 
where  with  the  exception  of  eight  months  spent  in 
New  York  State,  he  lived  until  1870,  mostly  en- 
gaged in  the  h.'uiber  business.  That  year  he  came 
to  Kansas  and  homesteaded  160  acres  of  land,  five 
miles  north  of  the  present  site  of  Morganville, 
which  then  gave  little  Indication  of  its  future  im- 
portance. His  first  dwelling  was  a  log  cabin,  14x18 
feet  square  with  a  dirt  roof,  and  with  furnishings 
and  surroundings  to  correspond.  He  occupied 
this  with  his  little  family  six    years,  tlien  put  up  a 


stone  residence  and  barn,  and  gradually  added  the 
other  structures  necessary.  He  planted  an  orchard  of 
about  100  trees,  and  brought  his  land  to  a  good 
state  of  cultivation.  He  sold  this  land  once,  but 
repurchased  it  and  still  retains  ownership.  He 
lived  upon  it  until  1885,  then  removing  to  Morgan- 
ville, engaged  in  the  grain  business  in  company 
with  a  partner  until  the  fall  of  1888.  Since  then 
he  has  been  doing  business  for  Davis  &  Co. 

Mr.  Broughton  was  married  in  Pennsylvania, 
Sept  10,  1860,  to  Miss  Mary,  daughter  of  Joseph 
McCoy,  a  native  of  that  State.  Before  entering 
the  army  he  had  become  the  father  of  one  child, 
a  son,  Richard,  who  is  now  living  at  Abilene,  Kan. 
Later  there  were  born  twelve  more  children,  viz: 
William  H.,  also  at  Abilene,  Kan.;  Minnie,  Myrtle, 
Frederick,  Charles,  Ida,  Lucj',  Pearl  and  James — • 
all  these  living — besides  one  infant  who  died  un- 
named, and  Adelbert  and  Aida,  mhj  died  at  the 
ages  of  two  years  and  seven  months. 

Mr.  Broughton  is  a  member  of  George  B.  Mc- 
Clellan  Post  .it  Morganville,  in  which  he  has  served 
as  Mce-Commander,  and  he  belongs  to  Clifton 
Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  also  Morganville  Lodge,  No. 
322,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  the  A.  ().  U.  W.  of  Morgan- 
ville. He  is  a  member  and  regular  attendant  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 


W  OHN   L.  STKATTON. 


In  the  world's  busy 
hive  of  workers,  some  are  greedy  for  gain, 
laboring  for  tjiemselves  alone,  while  others 
I  (|^^//  liavc  been  endowed  by  nature  with  that 
I  broad  and  catholic  spirit  which  takes  in  the  welfare 
of  their  fellow-men.  The  latter  class  foster  a  com- 
mendable pride  in  the  upbuilding  of  their  commu- 
nity and  the  maintenance  of  the  social  system, 
encourage  educational  institutions  and  extend  to 
their  fellow-citizens  generally  the  aid  which  shall 
have  a  tendency  to  elevate  them,  socially  and  mor- 
ally. •  It  is  this  element  in  men's  characters  which 
has  redeemed  the  world,  which  has  built  cities, 
established  our  best  institutions,  raised  man  above 
the  humdrum  of  everyday  life  and  given  to  his 
thoughts  a  higher  scope,  fitting  him  not  only  for  a 
worthy  manhood,  but  preparing  him  for  something 
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better  beyond  this  life.  Among  this  class  of  men 
is  tlie  subject  of  this  biographical  outline  who  has 
signalized  himself  as  a  public-spirited  citizen  and 
the  leader  of  the  projects  tending  to  the  .advance- 
ment of  his  community. 

The  Stratton  family,  it  is  supposed,  originated 
in  England  .and  was  ropre.sented  in  Pennsylvania  at 
!Ui  early  day.  Long  years  ago  three  brotliers, 
Thomas,  .Joseph  and  David  .Stratton,  came  over 
from  England  settling  on  .Station  or  St.aten  Island ; 
it  is  believed  the3-  were  the  original  owners  of  it, 
one  staying  in  New  York,  tiie  others  going  to  New 
.Jersey  and  Pennsylvania.  Daniel  Stratton.  the  father 
of  .lohn  L.,  went  to  Norwalk  when  there  were  but 
three  houses  there.  His  father  was  a  Colonel  in  the 
Revolutionary  War,  and  he  was  in  the  AVar  of  1812. 
Tlie  first  church  at  that  place  was  organized  at  their 
house,  and  lie  w.as  tlie  first  Class-Leader.  He  and 
his  wife  were  worshipers  in  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  as  were  their  ancestors  for  generations. 
In  Pennsylvania,  was  born  Daniel  Stratton,  the 
father  of  our  subject,  whose  early  years  were  spent 
in  Beaver  County,  and  there  it  is  supposed  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Rachel  Park,  a  native  of  his  own 
State.  They  lived  for  a  time  thereafter  in  Beaver 
County,  then  removed  to  Huron  County,  Ohio, 
about  1821,  where  the  mother  departed  this  life 
about  1858.  Daniel  Stratton  rested  from  his  earthly 
labors  in  1881,  dying  at  his  home  in  Tontogany, 
Wood  Co.,  Ohio. 

To  the  parents  of  our  subject  there  was  born  a 
family  of  eleven  children,  five  sons  and  six  daugh- 
ters, of  whom  John  L.  was  next  to  the  youngest. 
( )f  these  nine  are  still  living,  two  daughters  having 
died  in  infancy.  .John  L.  Stratton  was  born  in 
Huron  County,  Ohio.  Aug.  22,  1831.  He  lived 
on  the  farm  until  a  young  man  grown  and  in  the 
meantime  learned  carpentering  and  civil  engineer- 
ing, finally  operating  as  a  contractor  and  builder 
and  putting  up  steam  sawmills  until  after  the  out- 
break of  the  Civil  War.  He  also  in  the  meantime 
became  owner  of  a  farm,  which  he  operated  in  con- 
nection with  liis  other  business. 

On  the  15th  of  January,  1863,  Mr.  .Stratton  en- 
listed in  the  Union  service  as  a  member  of  the  10th 
Ohio  Cavalry,  being  mustered  in  as  a  private  and 
promoted    to  Commissary  Sergeant,  in    which  ca- 


pacity he  acted,  with  the  exception  of  one  year, 
when  he  was  detailed  as  Wagonmaster,  until  the. 
close  of  the  war.  He  was  present  at  the  surrender 
of  the  rebel  General  Johnston,  in  North  Carolina, 
and  participated  in  various  other  engagements, 
from  which  he  escaped  without  injury.  He  was, 
however,  while  in  camp  accidentall3'  shot  in  the 
left  leg.  The  wound  was  not  serious  and  did  not 
incapacitate  him  for  his  regular  duties.  At  the 
close  of  the  war  he  was  mustered  out  at  Washing- 
ton, D.  C,  and  returning  to  Huron,  Ohio,  resumed 
his  old  business  in  Norwalk,  where  he  sojourned 
two  years.  He  then  removed  to  Bowling  Green. 
Wood  County,  and  thence  to  Milton  Center,  where 
he  remained  until  the  spring  of  1878. 

In  the  spring  of  the  3'ear  above  mentioned,  Mr. 
Stratton  set  out  tor  the  farther  West  and  coming 
to  AVashington  County,  this  State,  secured  eighty 
acres  of  land  on  section  1,  Farmington  Township. 
After  becoming  comfortably  established  he  resumed 
carpentering  and  has  put  up  many  houses  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  count}'.  He  has  thus  become 
known  to  a  goodl}'  portion  of  its  citizens.  He  has 
taken  a  particular  interest  in  the  establishment  of 
schools  and  is  a  uniform  supporter  of  the  principles 
of  the  Republican  party.  Both  he  and  his  estima- 
ble wife  are  members  in  good  standing  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  with  which  Mrs. 
Stratton  has  been  connected  almost  from  infancj'. 
As  one  of  the  chief  pill.ars  of  this  church,  Mr. 
Stratton  has  held  its  important  offices  and  has  con- 
tributed liberally  to  its  support.  Socially,  he  is  a 
charter  member  of  HoUenburg  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  and 
also  belongs  to  Washington  Lodge,  No.  5.  He  is 
also  prominently  connected  with  the  Steele  City 
Grange. 

In  Huron  County.  Ohio,  on  the  1 1th  of  P^bruary. 
1857,  occurred  the  marriage  of  our  subject  with 
Miss  Helen,  daughter  of  Rev.  Austin  and  Susan 
(Benedict)  Taft.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  Stratton 
were  natives  of  New  York  State,  and  the  father  a 
prominent  minister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  He  died  .at  Bowling  Green,  Wood  Co., 
Ohio,  .Tan.  12,  1888.  The  wife  and  mother  died 
in  Ripley,  Ohio,  in  July,  1850.  Mrs.  .Stratton  was 
the  second  child  of  the  family  aud  was  born  in 
Ripley,  Ohio,  Jan.  15,  1832.    She  was  given  an  ex- 
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cellent  education  and  followed  the  profession  of  a 
teacher  for  many  years  prior  to  her  marriage.  Of 
her  union  with  our  subject  there  have  been  born 
two  children:  Archie  D.,  Sept.  18,  1859,  in  ICnter- 
prise,  Erie  Co.,  Ohio;  he  married  Miss  Mary  Black- 
stone,  Feb.  19f  1885,  and  they  reside  on  a  farm  in 
Farmington  Township,  Washington  Count3^  this 
State.  The  daughter,  Cora  M..  was  born  in  Nor- 
walk,  Ohio,  July  15, 18GG,  and  is  the  wife  of  Frank 
E.  Gwin,  to  whom  she  was  married  March  10,  1887. 
They  reside  in  Lowe  Township, Washington  County. 
Mr.  Stratton  has  served  as  Clerk  of  the  Board  of 
Elducation,  also  as  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

The  eldest  sister's  husband,  with  two  sons  and 
five  sons-in-law,  served  in  the  Union  army.  The 
next  eldest  sister's  husband,  with  two  sons  and 
seven  sons-in-law,  also  volunteered  in  the  good 
cause.  His  brother,  David,  enlisted  as  a  private  in 
the  10th  Ohio  Cavalry  and  was  mustered  out  of  the 
service  as  a  Major.  His  brother,  Daniel,  was  mus- 
tered into  service  as  Captain  of  a  company  in  the 
112th  Ohio  Infantrj'.  The  family  was  thus  well 
represented  on  the  side  of  Union  and  freedom,  and 
tii(  ir  war  record  is  one  worthy  of  preservation 
among  tlie  family  archives. 

jlL_^ON.  CHARLES  WILLIAMSON,  M.D.,  a 
JITjV  prominent  physician  and  pioneer  of  Kansas, 
i^^p  was  one  of  the  leaders  in  securing  its  ad- 
(^;  mission  to  the.  Union  as  a  free  Stale,  and 
has  ever  since  played  a  distinguished  part  in  ad- 
vancing its  highest  material,  educational  and  social 
interests,  using  his  great  influence  to  promote  all 
public  enterprises.  He  has  long  been  a  prominent 
figure  in  the  civic  life  of  the  State  and  has  held 
several  responsible  offices,  and  his  professional 
knowledge  as  a  skillful  surgeon  and  physician 
were  of  great  service  to  the  army  during  the  war. 
He  was  an  early  settler  of  Washington  County  and 
has  ever  since  actively  practiced  his  profession 
here,  and,  besides,  has  a  drug-store  in  Washington, 
where  he  makes  his  home.  He  has  a  fine  farm  not 
far  from  the  city  and  several  other  farms  in  the 
county,  .and  is  greatly  interested  in  agriculture  and 
horticulture,  devoting  mucli  of    his  s[)are  time  to 


those  branches,  in   which  he  is   considered  one  of 
the  highest  authorities  in  the  State. 

Dr.  Williamson  was  born  in  London,  P^ngland, 
Feb.  8,  1825,  a  son  of  Charles  B.  and  Mary  Ann 
(Arcott)  Williamson.  The  mother  was  a  fine 
woman,  and  was  descended  from  a  hardy  race  of 
Hshernien,  whose  home  was  at  Shereness,  in  Kent. 
The  Williamson  family  originated  in  Bristol,  and 
many  of  them  were  distinguished  as  men  of  learn- 
ing, at  the  bar,  in  the  pulpit  and  in  militaiy  life. 
Some  members  of  the  family  weie  proprietors  of 
Summer  Hill  Academy,  and  were  at  the  head  of 
that  noted  school  many  years.  For  some  reason 
the  fortunes  of  the  Williamsons  seem  to  have  been 
reduced  in  later  years,  and  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, though  given  a  fine  education  in  which  to 
start  out  in  life,  entered  London  with  no  other 
capital,  excepting  a  small  sum  of  money  equal  to 
twenty-five  cents.  But  by  pluck  and  the  force  of 
an  indomitable  will,  that  poor  boy  rose  to  be  one  of 
the  leading  merchants  of  London,  with  a  large 
establishment  on  Bond  Street,  the  most  prominent 
business  street  of  that  great  citj'.  He  was  a  man 
I  of  great  talent  and  of  large  enterprise  and  financial 
'  ability,  and  for  thirty  years  he  occupied  a  very  ini- 
j  portant  place  in  the  mercantile  circles  of  the  great- 
I   est  metropolis  of  the  world. 

Our  subject  p.issed   his  early  years    in  the  great 
London  merchant's  mansion,  surrounded  by  wealth 
and    luxuiy,    and   was  given  every  advantage  that 
i    money  could    buy.     When    a   boy  he   was  sent  to 
St.  Marguerite's  Academy,  three  miles  from  Dover. 
England,  and    there    he    studied  English,   French. 
j    Latin,  drawing,  and    polite  literature    in  general, 
1    and  was  drilled   in  military  tactics.     He  chose  the 
!    medical    profession    as   his    life-work    and  devoted 
sever.al  years'  study  to  it,  in   the   best  medical  col- 
leges of  London  and  Paris.     But  while  he  was  yet 
a  student  his  father  met    with   heavy  financial  re- 
verses  whereby  he  lost    the   greater    part   of   his 
fortune,    owing  to    the    severe  losses    entailed    in 
manufactured  goods  on  account  of  the  colonial  re- 
bellion.    The  son  was  thus  throwMi  on   his  own   re- 
sources, which   only  served  to   show    his   stamina 
and  call  out  his   native  courage  and  force  of  char- 
acter.    He  was   compelled  to  work  a  part    of  the 
time  to  secure   money  to   pay  his  school  expenses 
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and  he  practiced  his  profession  in  different  parts 
of  England  and  France,  and  at  one  time  he  acted 
as  interpreter  and  book  keeper  for  the  French 
Government  in  tlie  construction  of  railwaj^s  in 
Southern  France.  Tlie  ardent  young  doctor  very 
early  became  interested  in  the  views  of  those  who 
uplield  a  republican  form  of  government,  and 
Ijleased  with  its  spirit  of  liberty  and  independence, 
he  determined  to  emigrate  to  America  to  make  liis 
home  in  a  country  so  governed,  and  study  its  in- 
stitutions and  principles.  He  sailed  for  these 
shores  in  1855,  landing  in  New  York;  and  of  course. 
as  might  be  expected  of  a  man  of  his  disposition, 
lie  was  attracted  to  the  scene  of  the  great  contro- 
versy then  going  on,  as  to  whether  Kansas,  should 
be  admitted  as  a  free  or  slave  State,  and  he  soon 
found  his  way  hither.  Arriving  in  April,  1856,  and 
locating  in  Mt.  Pleasant.  Atchison  County,  he 
threw  himself  heart  and  soul  into  the  struggle  then 
going  on  and  became  a  compeer  of  Lane  and  other 
leaders.  His  position  as  a  physician  enabled  him  to 
gsin  a  great  deal  of  valuable  information  from  the 
pro-slavery  leaders,  as  they  were  obliged  to  em- 
ploy his  services,  and  he  learned  much  of  their 
methods  and  plots  that  was  of  use  to  his  party. 
It  is  said  of  him  that  "  he  frequently  went  into  the 
pro-slavery  camps,  generally  unarmed,  learned  all 
the  plans  of  the  border  ruffians  and  rescued  man}- 
of  the  friends  of  freedom  from  difficulty  and  even 
from  death."  And  it  is  related  of  him  that  "  when 
;\Ir.  Her,  a  noted  obnoxious  free  state  man,  was  in 
danger,  he  led  him  safely  through  the  border  ruf- 
fian camp,  Mr.  Her  following  a  Government  herd 
of  cattle  and  under  the  Doctor's  directions  play- 
ing the  part  of  a  cattle  driver." 

The  Doctor  has  collected  many  reminiscences  of 
border  times,  which  when  published  will  be  a  valu- 
able addition  to  the  history  of  tiiose  times  that 
tried  men's  souls.  When  he  came  to  Kansas  he 
traveled  to  Leavenworth,  by  the  river,  finding  it 
but  a  small  hamlet,  and  then  made  his  way  across 
the  countr}-  to  Atchison  Count}^  and  established 
himself  in  his  profession  in  Mt.  Pleasant,  nine 
miles  south  of  Atchison,  and  practiced  there  till 
1859,  and  then  located  in  .St.  Nicholas,  also  nine 
miles  from  Atchison  and  a  rival  with  that  city  for 
the  county  seat.     He  practiced  there  till   after  the 


war.  While  that  was  in  progress  he  was  appointed 
by  the  Governor,  Surgeon  of  the  12th  Regiment  of 
Kansas  Militia,  and  'during  the  Price  raid  he  was 
transferred  to  the  ambulance  corps  of  Gen.  Curtis' 
command  (this  by  order  of  Dr.  Davis,  Medical 
Director  of  Ft.  Leavenworth),  and  had  charge  of 
wounded  soldiers  in  the  battles  of  Westport,  Big 
and  Little  Blue,  Mine  Creek,  and  the  other  engage- 
ments of  that  campaign.  When  he  retired  from 
the  army  at  the  close  of  the  rebellion,  he  practiced 
medicine  in  Tecumseh,  Kan.,  six  months  and  was 
then  stationed  in  Perdee  till  1867.  In  that  year 
became  to  Washington  C'ount3%  which  was  then  on 
the  frontier  and  had  but  few  inhabitants  within  its 
borders.  Washington  was  but  the  mere  nucleus  of 
a  town,  with  its  half  dozen  houses,  sixty  miles  dis- 
tant from  the  nearest  railway  station.  The  Doctor 
took  up  a  homestead  claim  two  and  one-half  miles 
south  of  the  village  and  near  the  l)ig  spring  where 
the  Mormons  used  to  camp  when  they  were  on 
their  way  across  the  plains,  and  from  time  to  time 
he  has  found  relics  there.  Deer,  antelopes  and 
wild  turkeys  were  plentiful,  and  a  few  miles 
awa3'  buffaloes  roamed  at  will,  and  our  subject  has 
frequentl}'  been  called  upon  to  set  or  amputate  the 
broken  limbs  of  buffalo  hunters  who  had  been  in- 
dulging in  the  exciting  pleasures  of  the  chase  near 
his  home.  In  1868  he  and  one  of  his  neighbors 
went  to  Junction  City  to  file  their  claims,  and 
night  overtook  them  on  their  way  and  the}'  lay 
down  on  the  snow-covered  prairie  sod,  wrapped  in 
blankets.  When  the  morning  broke  they  applied 
at  a  cabin  for  shelter  and  food,  which  were  refused, 
but  the  man  of  the  house  finally  explained  that  he 
had  no  provisions  whatever.  The  Doctor  and  his 
companion  had  plenty,  and  they  gladly  shared  with 
the  starving  family,  and  the  next  day  while  in 
.Junction  City  the j'  solicited  aid  for  the  poor  people 
and  on  their  return  carried  an  .abundant  supply  of 
food  to  them. 

The  Doctor  resided  on  his  homestead  six  years 
and  then  removed  to  the  city,  and  bringing  with 
him  the  stock  of  drugs  that  he  had  kept  at  his  for- 
mer home,  opened  a  drug-store,  which  he  still 
man.ages.  He  was  appointed  L'^nited  States  Pen- 
sion Surgeon  in  1871,  and  served  till  1887.  While 
residing  in  Atchison  County  he  accepted  the  office 
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of  SuperintencU'iit  of  Public  lustnictioii,  and  dur- 
ng  the  two  years  that  he  was  an  incumbent  of  that 
oflice  he  did  a  great  deal  toward  advancing  tlie  ed- 
ucational facilities  of  the  county.  He  has  greatly 
interested  himself  in  agriculture  and  horticulture, 
and  as  a  learned  and  practical  man  he  has  pro- 
moted those  interests  in  the  highest  degree  through- 
out Kansas,  making  a  careful  study  of  them. 
Knowing  well  the  constituents  of  the  different 
kinds  of  soil  and  what  they  will  produce,  he  has 
done  much  to  enlighten  people  in  regard  to 
different  products  to  be  raised  and  the  manner  of 
cultivation.  He  was  the  first  lecturer  of  the  first 
Grange  of  the  Patrons  of  Husbandry  organized  in 
Washington  County ,and  was  instrumental  in  the  for- 
mation of  the  society.  He  served  as  a  member  of 
the  State  Board  of  Horticulture  six  years,  and  as 
Silk  Commissioner  two  years.  Ho  was  elected 
Representative  to  the  State  Legislature  in  1886, 
and  it  was  through  his  influence  while  a  member 
of  that  body  that  the  State  appropriation  was  made 
in  the  interests  of  silk  culture.  For  several  years 
he  has  been  monthly  reporter  for  the  agricultural 
Department  of  the  Government  at  Washington, 
D.  C.  He  has  always  been  a  stanch  Republican, 
a  leader  in  the  party,  and  the  United  States  has  no 
more  loyal  citizen.  A  man  of  fine  conversational 
powers,  and  a  ready  and  talented  speaker,  he  has 
often  lectured  on  agriculture,  religion,  temperance, 
— always  an  earnest  supporter  of  all  moral  reforms 
— and  he  is  in  particular  request  as  an  orator  on  the 
Fourth  of  July,  and  such  public  occasions,  which 
are  not  considered  complete  by  his  admiring  fel- 
low-citizens without  his  genial  presence.  The 
Doctor  has  been  a  member  of  the  Odd-fellow  and 
Masonic  fraternities  many  years.  He  is  Director 
of  the  State  Historical  Society  and  has  compiled 
for  it  a  valuable  and  complete  history  of  Washing- 
ton County  from  the  earliest  days  of  its  settle- 
ment down  to  the  present  time.  He  is  Vestryman 
in  tiie  Episcopal  Church.  Mrs.  AVilliamson  aflHli- 
ates  witli  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Tlie  marriage  of  Doctor  Williamson  with  Miss 
Sarah  Ann  Dougan  was  consummated  in  Mt.  Pleas- 
ant, Atchison  County,  May  14.  1856,  and  has  been 
productive  of  great  liap|jiness  to  both.  Tlieir 
union   has  been  blesse<l  tu    them    by  the  birth  of 


eight  children,  Mary  Ann,  Amelia,  Laura,  Eliza- 
beth, Lois,  Charles,  Robert  and  James,  all  of 
whom  have  received  everj' advantage  to  be  gained 
by  a  liberal  education,  and  have  been  carefully 
trained  under  wholesome  influences  to  a  true  man- 
hood and  womanhood.  Mrs.  Williamson  is  a 
daughter  of  Mr.  James  Dougan,  a  well-known  pio- 
neer and  an  honored  citizen  of  Atchison  County, 
now  living  in  Atcliison.  She  is  a  lady  of  marked 
force  of  character  and  of  superior  mental  powers, 
which  she  has  sedulously  cultivated,  being  a  great 
lover  of  books  and  a  keen  observer.  She  is  well 
versed  in  scientific,  moral  and  religious  subjects 
and  has  often  lectured  very  ably  on  them  to  large 
audiences. 

(^^  QUIRK  CASPER  LKSHER.  The  main 
^^^^  paints  in  the  history  of  this  well-known 
IJl/^  resident  of  Grant  Township,  Washington 
County,  are  essentially  as  follows:  He  was 
born  in  Cumberland  County,  Pa.,  Sept.  27,  1828, 
and  is  the  son  of  David  and  Maiy  (Ober)  Lesher, 
the  former  of  whom  was  the  son  of  Casper  Lesher, 
who  emigrated  from  Germany  when  a  young  man 
and  lived  for  a  number  of  years  in  Lancaster 
County,  Pa.  Soon  after  marriage  he  removed  to 
Cumberland  Count}',  where  he  spent  his  last  da3's, 
passing  awa}'  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-two 
years. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  acquired  a  common- 
school  education  in  his  native  county,  where  he 
lived  until  a  man  of  thirty-one  years.  Upon  reach- 
ing his  majority  he  was  married,  March  22,  1849, 
to  Miss  Margaret  A.,  daughter  of  James  and  Eliza- 
beth (Reeder)  Cook,  of  Perry  County.  In  1859, 
accompanied  by  his  family,  he  set  out  for  Illinois, 
locating  in  Morris  and  embarking  in  the  grocery 
trade.  A  year  later,  however,  he  returned  to 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  remained  until  1864.  They 
then  gathered  together  their  household  goods  for 
the  third  time,  and  emigrated  to  Northern  AViscon- 
sin,  settling  in  St.  Croix  County,  where  the}'  so- 
journed nine  years,  and  where  Mr.  Lesher  engaged 
in  raising  wheat,  for  which  there  was  a  good  mar- 
ket and  a  never-failing  crop.  He  harvested  usu- 
ally   nejiriy   3,000    bushels   annually,    and  sold   it 
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from  $1.50  to  $1.7.5  per  busliel.  The  work  of 
harvesting  was  done  by  himself  and  liis  sons.  In 
AVisconsin  he  became  the  owner  of  eighty  acres  of 
land,  which  he  sold  in  1873,  and  removing  to  Sac 
County,  Iowa,  purchased  400  acres. 

The  Lesher  famil}^  remained  residents  of  the 
Ilawkeye  State  until  1881,  our  subject  in  the  mean- 
time bringing  his  land  to  a  good  state  of  cultiva- 
tion until  he  sold  that  which  he  had  purchased  at 
$5  per  acre  for  $25  per  acre.  Thence  he  removed 
to  Gage  County,  Neb.,  remaining  there  until  the 
fall  of  1883.  He  purchased  three  farms  in  that 
region  at  $10  to  $12  per  acre,  and  sold  at  $20  per 
acre.  In  the  year  above  mentioned  Mr.  Lesher 
decided  upon  another  removal,  and  coming  to  Kan- 
sas, purchased  160  acres  of  land  on  section  2,  in 
Grant  Township,  Washington  Count}',  where  he 
hiis  since  made  his  home. 

Shortly  after  taking  possession  of  his  property, 
Mr.  Lesher  made  a  trade  for  an  hotel  in  the  town 
of  Iladdam,  two  miles  distant  from  his  farm,  and 
into  which  he  removed  with  his  family,  operating 
as  "mine  host"  for  three  years.  In  the  meantime 
the  railroad  was  completed  through  the  town. 
Since  his  return  to  Grant  Township,  Mr.  Lesiier  has 
been  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace  on  the  Repub- 
lican ticket,  and  he  is  quite  prominent  in  party 
politics,  distinguishing  himself  decidedly  as  a  high- 
tariff  man.  He  had  sufBeient  experience,  passing 
through  the  low  tariff  era  as  a  laborer,  and  under  the 
high  tariff  regime  was  able  to  become  his  own  land- 
lord. He  is  a  frequent  contributor  to  the  county 
press,  tariff  being  his  favorjte  topic,  and  it  is  a  sub- 
ject to  which  he  has  given  much  thought  and  atten- 
tion. 

To  Mr.  antl  Mrs.  Lesher  there  have  been  born 
nine  children,  all  of  whom  are  living.  The  eldest, 
Mary  Elizabeth,  has  been  a  great  sufferer  from 
rheumatism,  and  is  confined  at  home.  David  S.  is 
married  and  lives  on  a  farm  three  miles  northwest 
of  Haddam;  he  is  the  father  of  three  children. 
Clara  J.  is  the  wife  of  John  Kenny,  and  the  mother 
of  three  children:  they  live  on  a  farm  one  mile 
north  of  Haddam.  Jacob,  who  is  married  and 
the  father  of  three  children,  lives  on  his  own  farm 
near  Iladdam.  just  east  of  his  father;  William 
Hayes  is  married  and  lives  on  a  farm  northwest  of 


Haddam ;  Elmer  Ellsworth  is  married,  is  the  father 
of  two  children,  and  owns  and  occupies  a  farm  near 
Haddam;  John  lives  with  his  father  and  operates 
the  homestead;  Philip  Sheridan,  the  youngest  sou, 
is  a  type-setter  in  the  CZyjppr  office  at  Haddam,  and 
a  young  man  of  considerable  promise;  Ella  May  is 
the  wife  of  William  Tebo.  and  they  live  on  a  farm 
five  miles  from  the  Lesher  homestead.  The  four- 
teen grandchildren  of  our  subject  and  his  worthy 
wife  occupy  a  large  place  in  their  affections.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Lesher  are  members  in  good  standing  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  Wisconsin,  having  been 
unable  to  place  their  membership  since  leaving 
there. 

Mrs.  Lesher's  grandfather  was  born    in  London. 
England.     He  was  a  coachmaker  by  trade. 


J^AMESE.  FREE.MAN.  Among  those  men 
who  by  their  industry  and  frugality  have 
I  been  enabled  to  surround  themselves  with 
'  all  the  comforts  of  life,  mayjbe  properly  men 
tioned  Mr.  Freeman,  whom  we  find  settled  on  a  snug 
farm  of  200  acres,  on  section  21,  Sherman  Township, 
Riley  Count3\  Here  he  has  all  the  conveniences 
of  modern  farm  life,  a  substantial  residence,  good 
barn  and  outbuildings,  forest  and  fruit  trees  and  the 
various  appurtenances  naturally  suggested  to  the 
enterprising  agriculturist.  He  also  owns  property 
in  the  vicinity  of  Manhattan.  He  is  largely  inter- 
ested in  dairying,  and  gives  his  attention  to  stock- 
raising,  handling  blooded  animals. 

Mr.  Freeman  is  a  man  of  considerable  education, 
largely  self-acquired,  and  is  quite  prominent  in-lo- 
cal affairs,  having  held  the  various  minor  offices. 
Politically,  he  is  a  stanch  Republican,  and  in  his 
religious  views  coincides  with  the  doctrines  of 
the  Universalists.  A  native  of  Crawford  County, 
Pa.,  he  was  born  Jan.  6,  1840.  His  father,  Edgar 
Freeman,  was  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  and  born  in 
1795.  The  latter  in  early  life  emigrated  to  Penn- 
sylvania, where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days, 
dying  in  1848,  when  James  E.  was  only  eight  years 
old.  During  his  later  years  he  was  engaged 
as  a  miller.     He  was  a  man  quite  prominent  in  his 
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community,  officiating  as  Tax  Collector  several 
years,  and  holding  other  positions  of  trust  and  re- 
sponsibility.   He  traced  his  ancestry  to  England. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject 
was  Johanna  Heard;  she  was  born  in  Pennsylvania 
in  1798,  and  came  with  her  son  to  Kansa.s,  making 
her  home  with  him  in  Wild  Cat  Township  until  her 
death,  which  occurred  at  the  age  of  seventy-four 
years.  The  maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject 
was  George  Heard,  a  native  of  New  Jersey  and  a 
farmer  by  occupation ;  he  spent  his  last  years  in 
Pennsylvania.  To  Edgar  and  Johanna  Freeman 
there  were  born  eleven  children,  only  four  of  whom 
are  living — M.inning,  Mary,  Sarah   and  James   E. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  youngest  cliild 
of  his  parents,  and  spent  his  boyhood  and  youth  in 
his  native  Pennsylvania.  "When  seventeen  years 
old  he  crossed  the  Mississippi  while  Kansas  was  yet 
a  Territory,  and  for  a  short  time  thereafter  so- 
journed in  the  then  unimportant  town  of  Lawrence. 
The  AVest  at  that  time  did  not  strike  him  as  a  par- 
ticularly desirable  pl.ice  to  locate  in,  so  lie  returned 
to  his  native  State,  and  attended  school  that  winter. 
In  the  spring  of  1858,  however,  he  came  b.ick  to 
the  West  and  rented  a  farm  in  Riley  County,  Kan., 
upon  which  he  lived  until  18G2.  The  outbreak  of 
the  Civil  War  then  called  into  action  all  his  patri- 
otic impulses,  and  that  year  he  enlisted  as  a  private 
in  Company  G,  11th  Kansas  Cavalry,  and  in  Sep- 
tember was  mustered  into  service  at  Ft.  ].,eaven- 
worth.  His  regiment  was  assigned  to  tlie  depart- 
ment of  the  Missouri,  and  he  met  the  enemy  in 
battle  at  Cane  Hill,  Prairie  Grove,  Maysville.  Little 
Blue,  and  in  various  other  minor  engagements,  lie 
also  went  over  the  plains  with  the  Indian  expedi- 
tion in  the  fall  of  1864.  While  in  the  army  he 
purchased  a  farm  in  Grant  (now  Wild  Cat)  Town- 
ship, Kan.,  and  after  returning  to  the  ranks  of  civil 
life,  occupied  this  until  1884;  then  selling  out  he 
purchased  his  present  property. 

In  Erie  County,  Pa.,  on  the  9th  of  November. 
1873,  occurred  the  marriage  of  James  E.  Freeman 
with  Miss  Martha  Graves.  Tliis  lady  was  born  in 
Cuba,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  23,  1842,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
William  Graves,  a  native  of  Vermont,  who  emi- 
grated to  the  Empire  State  in  his  youth,  but  sub- 
sequently removed  to  Pennsylvania.     In  the  latter 


he  engaged  in  the  foundry  business  until  about 
1879,  then  came  to  Kansas  and  now  makes  his  home 
with  Mr.  Freeman.  He  is  a  well-preserved  man  of 
eighty-two  years.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Freeman  there 
have  been  born  three  children — Johanna,  Grace  and 
Ada.     Grace  died  when  four  years  old. 


/i^  LARENCE  E.  RUNEY,  senior  member  of 
(|(  the  lirm  of  G.  Runey  &  Son,  is  operating 

^^^  successfully  as  a  real  estate,  loan  and  insur- 
ance agent,  while  also  prosecuting  a  thriving  trade 
in  pumps  and  wind-mills.  The  firm  opened  its 
office  in  1886,  and  under  skillful  management  the 
business  has  assumed  paying  proportions.  They 
represent  some  of  the  best  insurance  companies  in 
existence,  including  the  Phcenix  of  Brooklyn,  the 
Continental  of  New  York  City,  and  the  North 
British  and  Mercantile  of  London,  England — the 
firm  holds  a  leading  position  among  the  business  in- 
terests of  Clifton. 

Mr.  Runey  is  essentially  a  Western  man,  having 
been  born  in  Oregon,  Wis.,  Sept.  9,  1866.  His 
father.  Garret  Runey,  is  a  New  Englander  by  birth 
and  removed  with  his  parents  when  a  child  to  Wis- 
consin, tliey  being  among  the  first  settlers  in  the 
vicinit}^  of  Oregon.  Garret  there  spent  his  boy- 
hood and  youth,  assisting  his  father  on  the  farm, 
and  later,  securing  200  acres  of  land,  engaged  in 
the  culture  of  tobacco.  He  thus  operated  success- 
fully in  the  Badger  State  until  1884,  accumulating 
some  proiierty.  Then  selling  out  he  came  to  Kan- 
sas and  has  since  made  Clifton,  Washington 
County,  his  home. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  a  good  edu- 
cation, completing  his  studies  in  the  High  School 
of  Oregon.  Wis.,  from  which  he  was  graduated  be- 
fore reaching  his  eighteenth  year.  He  came  to 
Kansas  with  his  parents,  and  in  1884  became  an 
employe  of  the  Pacific  House,  wlii(;h  later  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire.  He  then  purchased  an  interest  in 
the  Local  News  office,  with  which  he  remained 
until  joining  his  father  in  their  present  enterprise. 
He  was  commissioned  a  Notary  Public  on  the  6th 
of  October,  1887,  which  office  he  still  holds,  and  he 
belongs  to  the  Northern  Kansas  Real   Estate  Asso- 
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ciation  of  which  he  is  a  charter  member.  Mr. 
Runey  is  also  special  agent  for  the  Duplex  Wind- 
mill Company-  of  Brooklyn,  Wis.,  for  Northwestern 
Kansas.  The  demands  of  his  business  give  him 
little  time  to  mix  in  politics,  although  he  is  a  stanch 
adherent  of  the  Republican  party.  No  young  man 
in  Clifton  lias  more  genuine  business  enterprise 
and  push,  and  the  prospect  is  that  in  the  near 
future  he  will  lie  on  the  high  road  to  a  competence^ 


-^=H^#^=H=£> 


\fl       EWIS 
ly^  likewii 


HAWKINSON.  Justice  of  the  Peace 
ede  Creek  Township,  Riley  Count3-,  is 

ise  one  of  its  leading  farmers,  a  man 

in  good  circumstances  and  the  owner  of  240  acres 
of  land.  This  is  located  as  follows:  eighty  acres 
on  section  10;  160  acres  on  section  11,  the  resi- 
dence being  on  section  10.  This  property  has  been 
gotten  together  by  a  man  of  more  than  ordinarj' 
industry  and  perseverance — one  who  has  made  his 
own  way  unaided  in  the  world,  and  whose  example 
should  be  an  encouragement  to  every  young  man 
starting  out  in  life  without  means. 

Mr.  Hawkinson  was  born  in  Christianstadland, 
Sweden,  Jan.  1,  1841.  and  received  very  good 
school  advantages  during  his  younger  years,  at  the 
same  time  becoming  familiar  with  the  art  and 
science  of  farming.  When  a  youth  of  eighteen 
years  he  started  out  for  himself,  working  for  farm- 
ers in  his  neighborhood,  and  was  thus  employed 
two  years.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time  he  en- 
gaged with  the  State  Raihoal  as  a  brakeman. 
and  followed  this  until  1.S65.  Then  going  to  the 
northern  part  of  Sweden,  he  engaged  there  on  a 
railroad  likewise  and  formed  the  acquaintance  of  a 
gentleman  who  had  ^  isited  America  and  could 
speak  the  English  language.  Young  Hawkinson 
began  learning  the  latter  with  his  newly-found 
friend,  learning  to  speak  quite  fluently  and  talked 
with  him  much  about  this  far-off  country.  The 
result  w.as  that  he  resolved  to  see  it  and  accord- 
ingly in  the  spring  of  1866  sailed  from  Gotten- 
burg  on  the  steamer  "Mauritius."  an  old  man-of- 
war,  which  had  been  fitted  up  as  an  emigrant  ship. 
Lpon  reaching  the  coast  of  England  it  was  found 
that  cholera   was  raging,  and  the  ship  was  accord- 


ingly headed  for  Edinburg,  Scotland,  and  at  Got- 
tenburg  was  quarantined  four  weeks.  When  start- 
ing out  again  they  encountered  a  severe  storm  in 
mid  ocean  and  both  passengers  and  crew  were 
called  up  at  midnight  to  assist  in  pumping  water. 
They  finally  arrived  in  New  York  City  twenty- 
four  days  from  the  last  time  of  starting. 

From  the  Metropolis  young  Hawkinson  set 
out  for  the  West,  and  in  Chicago,  while  inquir- 
ing for  employment  as  a  farm  laborer,  was  sent 
to  Princeton,  where  he  worked  two  and  one  half 
years.  In  the  meantime  he  attended  school  two 
months  during  the  first  winter  and  finished  the 
fourth  reader.  This  was  all  the  schooling  he 
had  in  America,  but  he  was  fully  qualified  to  trans- 
act any  ordinary  business.  In  the  spring  of  1869. 
he  purchased  three  horses  and  a  "prairie  schooner" 
and  started  for  Kansas,  crossing  the  Mississippi  .at 
Burlington  and  the  Missouri  at  Leavenworth,  p.ay- 
ing  for  the  first-mentioned  passage  $5.50  and  for 
the  latter  seventy-five  cents.  After  reaching  Shan- 
non Creek  on  the  Blue,  he  tarried  with  Victor 
Johnson  the  following  summer,  engaged  in  break- 
ing prairie  and  made  -^300,  clear  of  expenses.  In 
the  fall  he  homesteaded  his  present  farm  and  at 
once  put  up  a  house  costing  $500.  He  was  one  of 
the  first  men  to  settle  in  this  region.  He  was  pros- 
perous from  the  first,  and  later  purchased  320  acres 
of  land,  160  acres  of  which  he  sold  afterward.  His 
dwelling  is  a  largj  stone  structure  and  his  barn  is 
30x80  feet  in  dimensions.  His  fields  are  enclosed 
with  stone,  hedge  and  wire  fencing.  There  is  an 
abundance  of  native  timber  and  the  land  is  well 
watered.  Jlr.  Hawkinson  avails  himself  of  the 
latest  improved  machinery,  including  a  windmill 
and  water  tank,  and  makes  a  speciality  of  live 
stock,  mostly  full-blooded  Poland-China  swine  and 
graded  Clyde  and  English  draft  horses. 

In  1886  Mr.  Hawkinson  visited  his  native  land, 
spending  several  weeks  among  the  friends  and 
associates  of  his  childhood,  who  welcomed  him  as 
a  returned  wanderer  whom  the}'  were  most  glad  to 
meet.  He  spent  one  week  in  England ,  and  say.s 
that  there  was  nothing  to  mar  that  visit  but  the 
parting  as  he  sailed  for  his  adopted  home.  He  was 
the  first  man  to  emigrate  to  America  from  his 
neighborhood,  but  his    coming  has  been  the  means 
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of  bringing  liundiods  of  people  from  Chiistianstad- 
land.  This  colony  has  reflected  honor  upon  them- 
selves by  their  industry  and  prudence  and  have 
largely  aided  in  the  advancement  of  their  town- 
ship. 

Miss  Ellen  Anderson,  of  ^lanhattan  became  the 
wife  of  our  subject  April  7,  1871.  This  lady  was 
likewise  a  native  of  Sweden  and  was  born  Oct.  25, 
1841.  She  came  to  America  in  1867.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hawkinson  have  no  children.  Mr.  Hawlun- 
son,  politically,  is  independent  and  has  taken  quite 
an  active  part  in  local  affairs.  He  has  frequently 
been  selected  as  a  Delegate  to  the  county  con- 
ventions. He  is  serving  his  second  term  as  School 
Director  in  his  district  and  has  been  School  Treasurer 
three  .years;  he  has  also  been  Road  Supervisor  one 
year.  In  religion  he  is  a  Lutheran,  belonging  to 
the  church  at  Mariadahl,  in  whicli  he  officiates  as  a 
Trustee. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  Ilaken  Anderson, 
also  of  Swedish  birth  and  ancestry,  and  the  owner 
of  a  farm  in  Christianstadland,  which  he  operated 
until  his  death;  he  was  a  Lutheran  in  religion.  The 
mother  was  Kari  Anderson,  who  also  spent  her 
entire  life  in  her  native  Sweden.  The  parental 
family  includes  eight  children,  and  the  three  eldest 
sons — Andres,  Nels  and  Per  are  well-to-do  farm- 
ers of  Swede  Creek  Township,  Kan.;  Lewis,  our 
subject,  was  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth;  Botilda, 
Mrs.  Jonson,  Anna,  (Mrs.  Jacobson)  and  Benta, 
(Mrs.  N.  Jonson)  remain  in  Sweden.  Hannah  emi- 
grated to  America  with  her  husband;  she  is  now 
the  wife  of  C.  M.  Martinson  and  living  in  Swede 
Creek  Township. 

f^^J- 

J~  OIIN  W.  BLISS,  editor  of  the  (Ireenleaf 
1  Journal,  and  Postmaster  of  that  cit}',  is  a 
I  native  of  Marlborough,  Middlesex  Co. .Mass., 
'  born  .luly  18,  1835.  His  parents  were  Isaac 
and  Susanna  Frost  (Davis)  Bliss,  and  his  grand- 
father was  a  resident  of  AValtham,  where  he  died, 
and  in  that  place  Isaac  was  born.  He  was  a  weaver 
by  trade,  but  later  became  a  shoemaker,  and  worked 
at  this  latter  trade  until  nearly  the  time  of  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  L3'nn,  Mass.,  when  he 
was   seventy -six  years  old.      He  was   married,  near 


Concord,  Mass.,  to  .Susanna  Frost  Davis,  a  native 
of  Springfield,  born  in  1800.  Her  father  was  one 
of  the  early  settlers  in  that  place,  and  died  there 
when  nearly  one  hundred  years  old.  Mr.  Bliss  died 
at  the  age  of  seventy- two.  Isaac  Bliss  was  a  man 
of  deep  religious  sentiments,  and  was  very  consist- 
ent in  his  belief,  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Prot- 
estant Cliurcli.  taking  a  leading  part  in  church 
matters,  and  living  up  to  all  his  professions.  His 
wife  was  a  good  Christian  woman,  and  was  also  a 
member  of  the  same  church  as  her  husband.  This 
worthy  couple  had  eight  children,  one  of  whom 
died  in  childhood.  The  rest  grew  to  maturity,  and 
are  recorded  as  follows:  Susan  Maria,  who  was 
the  wife  of  Moses  Dudley,  died  in  Hudson,  Mass.; 
Francis  A.  died  in  New  York  City;  Harriet  H  is 
the  widow  of  J.  E.  Stone,  and  now  resides  in  Wor- 
cester, Mass.;  George  W.  was  a  soldier  during  the 
Mexican  War,  was  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Cher- 
ebusco,  and  on  his  way  home  died  at  New  Orleans; 
Martha  A.  is  the  widow  of  A.  A.  Austin,  and  now 
lives  at  Neola,  Iowa;  Isaac  D.  is  living  at  Amelia 
City,  Polk  Co.,  Neb.,  he  being  the  founder  of  that 
city.  The  youngest  of  the  family  is  he  of  whom 
we  now  write. 

John  W.  Bliss  was  early  apprenticed  to  the  trade 
of  shoemaking,  which  he  followed  in  his  native 
State  until  he  was  over  twenty  year?  of  age,  when, 
during  the  Border  War  in  Kansas,  he  shouldered 
his  Sharp's  rifle  and  came  here  to  help  to  make  this 
a  free  State,  arriving  July  5,  1856.  He  crossed  the 
river  at  Nebraska  Citj-  on  that  day,  with  thirty 
other  Free-State  immigrants  from  Massachusetts. 
There  they  found  John  Brown  and  Gen.  James 
Lane,  with  about  600  men,  with  whom  they  united 
and  marched  to  Topeka.  The  following  winter 
was  spent  by  Mr.  Bliss  in' Nebraska  City,  where  he 
was  taken  sick,  and  laid  there  till  the  spring  of 
1807,  wlien  he  removed  to  Nemaha  County,  Neb.. 
and  there  helped  to  lay  out  and  form  the  town  of 
Peru.  He  made  his  home  in  Peru  until  1862,  when 
he  enlisted,  on  October  28,  in  Company  E,  2d  Ne- 
braska Cavalry.  He  served  under  Gen.  Sully  in 
Dakota,  until  Dec.  11,  1863,  when  he  was  honor- 
ably discharged,  at  Brownsville,  Neb. 

While  in  Peru,  Mr.  Bliss  was  engaged  in  mer- 
cantile business  and    grain    buving.     He    left    hi* 
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business  in  c!iarg;e  of  his  pirtner  wiiile  he  nas  in 
the  service,  also  leaving  the  post-office  to  be  man- 
aged by  him,  Mr.  Bliss  lioWing  the  commission 
from  the  spring  of  1861  until  he  left  Peru,  in  the 
spring  of  1864.  On  his  return  from  the  ar7U3%  our 
subject  resumed  his  business  in  Peru,  but  in  Slarch, 
l.'^Gl.  sold  ail  his  interests  in  that  place,  and  re- 
UKJved  to  Brownsville,  then  tlie  county  seat  of  the 
same  county.  For  a  time  he  engaged  in  the  grain 
business  there,  but  later  embarked  again  in  mer- 
chandising, at  which  he  continued  until  1871,  then 
selling  out  and  going  back  to  Peru,  where  he  staid 
until  tlie  j-ear  1873,  when  he  went  to  Fairmouut, 
Fillmore  Co.,  Neb.  He  was  there  engaged  in 
the  mercantile  business  again  until  the  year  1878, 
when  he  resolved  to  mike  his  home  in  Kansas, 
and  came  direct  to  Greeuleaf,  Washington  County, 
which  the  Central  Branch  of  the  Union  Pacific 
had  just  reaeiied.  Here  he  went  into  the  hotel 
business,  wliich  he  carried  on  for  a  year,  and  in 
1879  started  the  paper  he  now  conducts.  In  con- 
nection with  the  paper,  he  also  carries  on  a  real 
estate,  loan  and  insurance  business. 

Air.  Bliss  has  been  twice  married,  first  at  the  age 
of  eighteen,  while  in  Massachusetts,  to  Miss  La- 
vinia  Howe,  a  native  of  that  State,  by  whom  he  had 
one  child— Charles  D.ina,  now  a  man  of  about  thirty- 
five  years  of  age,  and  a  resident  of  Peabody,  Mass. 
Cn  the  25th  of  November,  1863,  Mr.  Bliss  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Ophelia  M.  A.  Cham- 
berlain, who  was  born  in  AVcstfield,  Mass.,  .lune  4, 
1843.  Her  parents,  James  and  Julia  Chamber- 
lain, emigrated  from  Massachusetts  to  Nebraska  in 
1856.  The  mother  is  now  living  with  her  daugh- 
ter and  our  snbJL'ct  in  Gret'nleaf,  and  the  father 
dieil  at  Peru,  Neb.,  many  j^ears  ago. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bliss  are  the  parents  of  four  chil- 
dren, named  respectively:  Robert,  who  died  in 
infancy;  Frank  D. ;  Julia  J.  and  Nina  P.,  still 
under  the  parental  roof.  While  in  Nemaha  County, 
Neb.,  Mr.  Bliss  was  elected  to  many  positions  of 
trust.  He  was  first  Constable,  then  City  Marshal, 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  aflerward  Sheriff  of  the 
county,  serving  sevcrnl  tcims  in  each.  Since  he 
has  lieen  in  Greenloaf,  be  has  been  the  Brst  Police 
Judge  of  the  city,  was  its  second  J.Ifyor.  and  vas 
Justice  of  the  Peace  a  great  many  j'ears  until  he  re- 


signed. On  June  .">,  1889.  he  was  commissioned 
Postmaster  under  the  administration  of  President 
Harrison,  and  holds  that  position  at  present.  He  has 
been  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  a  great 
many  3'ears,  and  is  a  charter  member  of  Grecnleaf 
Lodge  No.  232,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  IIo  also  belongs  to 
Greenleaf  Lodge  of  I.  O.  O.  F.,  wliich  he  also 
heliied  to  organize.  He  was  one  of  the  cliarter 
members  of  Post  No.  134,  G.  A.  R.,  and  was  its 
first  Commander,  holding  that  position  two  terms. 
He  po.ssesses  the  confidence  of  the  people  who 
know  him,  and  his  paper  has  a  great  influence  in 
the  communit3\  It  is  frank  in  expressing  the 
opinions  of  its  editor,  and  is  always,  like  him.  a 
stanch  supporter  of  the  Republican  party.  At- 
tached to  it  is  the  finest  job  office  in  Grecnleaf, 
which  is  well  supported  b}'  the  people  of  the  city 
and  surrounding  country,  who  .also  liberally  patro- 
nize the  advertising  columns  of  the  Journal. 


ON.  LOUIS  MOLL,  M.  D.,  a  practicing  pby- 
^  sician  and  surgeon  at  Hanover,  is  also  en- 
^^  gaged  in  the  drug  business  and  bears  the 
(j^J  honor  of  being  one  of  the  first  settlers  of 
this  place,  having  established  himself  here  in  the 
spring  of  1871.  prior  to  the  advent  of  a  railroad. 
The  now  flourishing  town  of  Hanover  was  then  a 
hamlet  of  a  lialf-dozen  houses,  giving  little  indica- 
tion of  its  future  importance.  Any  ordinary  man 
would  have  retired  discouraged  from  the  field  as 
the  prospect  for  building  up  a  lucrative  business 
seemed  remote.  Dr.  Moll,  however,  was  no  ordi- 
nary man,  and  having  come  to  stay,  arranged  his 
stock  of  medicines  and  prepared  for  business.  His 
determination  and  perseverance  bore  excellent  fruit 
and  he  is  now  in  the  enjoyment  (jf  an  extensive 
{)atronage. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Cincin- 
nati, Ohio,  Jan.  10,  1836.  A  few  months  Later, 
while  yet  a  babe  in  his  mother's  arras,  he  was  taken 
to  Germanj',  whence  bis  parents  had  come  and 
where  he  continued  to  live  until  1858.  In  the 
meantime  he  received  a  good  educiuian  in  the  Gc- 
man  tongue,  and   then  set  out  for  America  fully 
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equipped  as  a  graduate  of  medicine,  having  at- 
tended the  medical  department  of  tlie  University 
of  Werzburg.  He  commenced  the  practice  of  his 
profession  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  sojourning  there  un- 
til about  1861.  On  the  l-2th  of  August,  that  year, 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Marinda  A.  Thresher,  and 
three  months  later  entered  the  United  States  ser- 
vice with  the  rank  of  acting  assistant  Surgeon, 
being  assigned  to  duty  in  the  field  service  and 
general  hospital  No.  3,  at  Nashville,  also  general 
hospital  No.  8,  in  Louisville.  In  the  army  he  ac- 
quired a  large  and  valuable  experience  in  surgei-y. 
After  two  years  he  resigned,  and  returning  to 
Cleveland  remained  there  until  1865. 

We  next  find  Dr.  Moll  in  the  Dominion  of  Can- 
ada at  Fingal,  the  birthplace  of  his  wife.  They 
lived  there  four  years,  and  about  1869,  returning 
to  the  States,  settled  in  Chicago,  111.,  where  Dr.  | 
Moll  followed  his  profession  until  the  spring  of 
1871,  building  up  a  large  and  paying  business. 
His  next  removal  was  to  this  State,  he  settling  at 
once  in  Hanover,  whither  his  former  success  ac- 
companied him.  He  is  especially  accomplished  in 
surgery,  and^has  obtained  a  fine  reputation  in  con- 
nection with  this  department  of  the  profession. 

While  not  taking  an  active  part  in  politics,  Dr. 
Moll  uniformly  supports  the  principles  of  the 
Democratic  party.  He  was  elected  one  of  the  early 
Mayors  of  Hanover,  serving  acceptably  to  the  city 
and  with  great  credit  to  himself.  He  is  liberal  and 
public  spirited,  and  is  usually  to  be  found  encour- 
aging the  enterprises  calculated  for  the  advance- 
ment of  his  adopted  town.  Socially,  he  is  a  Royal 
Arch  Mason  and  also  belongs  to  the  I.  0.  O.  F. 

Mrs.  Moll  was  born  March  29,  1836,  and  was  the 
daughter  of  Samuel  and  Dorothea  Thresher,  who 
removed  from  Canada  to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  when 
she  was  a  young  lady.  The  two  children  born  to 
the  Doctor  and  his  estimable  lady  died  in  infancy. 
The  father  of  our  subject  was  George  Moll,  anative 
of  Germany,  and  a  pliysician  of  note.  Upon  emi- 
grating to  America  he  settled  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
but  two  years  later  returned  to  the  Fatherland  and 
there  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days,  dying  in 
1849.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Anna 
Webber,  and  they  reared  a  family  of  nine  children, 
all  of  whom  lived  to  mature  years.   Louis  the   sub- 


ject of  this  sketch,  and  his  sister  Amelia  were  the 
only  ones  who  settled  in  the  United  States.  The 
sister,  now  the  widow  of  Louis  Gebbart,  has  re- 
turned to  Germany  to  live.  Mrs.  Marinda  A.  Moll 
departed  this  life  May  29,  1883,  greatly  mourned 
by  all  who  knew  her.  Her  sweetness  of  character 
and  amiabilit}'  of  disposition  were  universally  rec- 
ognized. 

An  excellent  portrait  of  Dr.  Moll  appears  on 
another  page  of  this  work,  and  represents  one  of 
Hanover's  most  highly  respected  citizens,  who  is  a 
pioneer,  a  successful  physician  and  surgeon,  and  in 
every  sense  of  the  word  a  gentleman,  kind,  courte- 
ous and  true. 

- — <m^' — - 

JAMES  C.  MORROW.  This  gentleman  is  the 
owner  of  a  larger  amount  of  landed  property 
than  any  other  citizen  on  the  western  line  of 
AVashington  County.  He  has  a  ranch  of 
1,000  acres  in  Union  Township,  and  120  acres  in 
Haddam  Township,  besides  200  acres  adjoining  the 
town  of  Morrow,  which  he  laid  out  for  the  Lincoln 
Land  Company,  and  which  was  named  in  his  honor. 
Few  men  in  the  county  have  been  as  successful  as 
he  and  a  pleasant  fact  connected  with  this  is,  that 
he  is  one  of  the  most  generous  and  hospitable  men 
living,  and  on  this  account  enjoys  the  esteem  and 
confidence  of  hosts  of  friends.  He  is  one  of  those 
rare  characters  who  are  willing  to  disburse  their  cap- 
ital where  it  will  do  the  most  good,  regarding  the 
interests  of  their  fellow-men  as  well  as  their  own. 
Mr.  Morrow  is  called  one  of  the  most  obliging 
men  in  this  section  and  is  of  that  genial  and  com- 
panionable disposition  which  is  at  once  recognized 
as  belonging  to  the  true  gentleman.  Among  other 
fortunate  things  which  have  befallen  him,  is  the 
amiable  ladj^  who  presides  over  his  domestic  afi'airs 
and  who  assists  in  making  their  home  one  of  the 
most  pleasant  places  of  resortthatit  is  the  fortune 
of  the  wayfarer  to  light  upon.  Mr.  Morrow  is 
largely  interested  in  live  stock  and  is  considered 
one  of  the  best  judges  of  cattle  in  this  region. 

An  active,  energetic  man  of  fort3--three  years, 
Mr.  Morrow  was  born  April  3,  1846,  in  the 
town  of  Washington,  Guernsey,  Co..  Ohio,  and 
was  there  reared  upon  a  farm,  receiving  fair  school 
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advantages.  He  remained  a  resident  of  the  Buck- 
eye State  until  a  young  man  of  sixteen  years,  then 
set  out  overland  to  Illinois  with  a  team  and  settled 
near  Olney,  where  he  remained  one  year.  In  Iowa 
he  had  taught  school,  after  completing  his  studies, 
and  became  interested  even  at  that  early  age  in  live 
stock.  In  Union  County,  Iowa,  he  purchased  160 
acres  of  land  and  commenced  Ijuying  and  shipping 
cattle  to  Chicago,  and  was  ver}'  successful  finan- 
cially. 

In  the  fall  of  1874,  Mr.  Morrow  came  to  Clyde, 
this  State,  and  engaged  in  buying  stock  there  until 
the  spring  of  1876.  He  then  came  with  stock  to 
Washington  County  and  ''squatted"  on  section  27, 
L'nion  Township.  Several  years  later  he  purchased 
land  and  improved  a  farm,  still  maintaining  his  in- 
terests in  the  live-stock  trade.  He  invested  his 
spare  capital  from  time  to  time  in  land  which  has 
proved  a  very  fortunate  investment.  He  traveled 
liack  and  forth  over  the  countr3'  until  1881,  then 
formed  a  partnership  with  John  Swan,  and  pur- 
cliased  a  stock  of  general  merchandise  establishing 
the  third  store  in  Haddam.  The  firm  operated  to- 
gether about  two  years  and  tlien  Mr.  Morrow  en- 
gaged in  the  real-estate  business  with  Mr.  Mncent. 

Our  subject  in  1884  purchased  the  site  and  laid 
out  the  town  which  was  named  in  his  honor,  and 
forty  acres  of  which  he  still  retains.  He  feeds  about 
150  to  200  cattle  annually  on  his  ranch,  and  feeds 
numbers  of  swine  each  year.  Notwithstanding  the 
magnitude  of  his  property  interests,  he  has  found 
time  to  discharge  the  duties  of  various  local  offices, 
serving  as  President  of  the  Town  Council  and  the 
Board  of  Trustees,  and  assisted  in  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  "Western  Exchange  Bank,  of  which  he 
was  at  one  time  the  President.  He  gives  his  polit- 
ical allegiance  to  the  Republican  party,  frequently 
representing  it  in  the  county  and  State  conven- 
tions. He  was  instrumental  in  having  the  Burling- 
ton ife  Missouri  River  Railroad  built  through  the 
town  of  Haddam,  and  is  an  active  member  of  the 
Town  Site  Company,  serving  as  President  and  oth- 
erwise promoting  its  best  interests. 

Mr.  Morrow  was  married  in  Hastings,  Neb.,  June 
13,  1889,  to  Miss  Rata  I^lliott,  who  was  born  in 
Ohio  in  1859.  The  father  of  our  subject  was 
William  Morrow,  a  native  of  Washington  County, 


Pa.,  and  born  in  the  year  1807.  The  family  is  of 
Scotch-Irish  descent  and  mostly^engaged  in  farm- 
ing pursuits.  William  Morrow  upon  leaving  Penn- 
sylvania emigrated  to  Guernsey  County,  Ohio, 
of  which  he  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers.  He 
opened  up  a  farm  from  the  forest  and  lived  there 
until  1864.  He  then  removed  to  Illinois,  settling 
near  Olney,  on  a  farm,  but  sold  this  in  1865  and 
removed  to  Afton,  Iowa,  near  which  he  purchased 
320  acres  of  land,  upon  which  he  operated  a  few 
years  and  then  retired  from  active  labor.  He  died 
in  Afton,  April  1,  1889.  He  was  a  Republican  po- 
litically, and  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject 
was  Elizabeth  Roberts.  She  was  born  in  Pennsyl- 
vania in  October,  1807,  and  was  of  Scotch  descent; 
she  is  still  liv  ing  and  a  resident  of  Afton,  Iowa. 
Like  lier  husband  she  united  with  the  First  Presby- 
terian Church,  of  which  she  still  remains  a  member. 
Tlie  parental  family  include  eight  children,  viz: 
Robert,  of  California;  Martha,  Mrs.  Bragg,  of  Af- 
ton, Iowa;  Mary  and  Esther,  who  are  deceased; 
Dorcas,  Mrs.  Hawkins,  who  lives  in  Afton;  AVilliam 
B.,  deceased;  James  C,  our  subject,  and  Wilisoa 
W.,  of  Afton,  Iowa. 

Although  not  an  aspirant  for  office,  Mr.  Morrow 
takes  a  lively  interest  in  politics  and  is  one  of  the 
most  influential  men  of  his  party  in  this  part  of  the 
county.  He  always  works  generously  for  his 
friends  and  takes  pleasure  in  electioneering.  Hands 
and  brains  are  never  idle,  his  energy  being  almost 
phenomenal.  For  a  man  of  his  age  he  wields  a  re- 
markable influence,  not  only  in  his  own  community, 
but  along  the  western  line  of  AVashington  Count3-. 


JjONAS  OLSON.  The  Swedish  element  of 
I  Clay  Count}',  deserves  great  credit  for  the 
I  manner  in  which  it  has  assisted  in  the  de. 
'  velopment  of  her  best  resources,  and  the 
subject  of  this  notice  occupies  a  place  in  the  front 
rank  among  his  countrj-men  in  this  section.  He  is 
now  the  owner  of  a  good  farm  in  Garfield  Town- 
ship, finely  located  on  section  35,  and  which  at  all 
points  indicates  in  a  marked  degree  the  thrift  and 
industry-  of  the  proprietor. 
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Mr.  Olson  was  born  on  a  farm'  about  five  miles 
from  Falnn,  in  the  North  of  Sweden,  in  a  neighbor- 
hood known  as  Ofrvanmyra,  and  was  reared  in  the 
doctrines  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  receiving  his 
education  in  the  common  school.  His  parents  were 
Olaf  Samuelson  and  Anna  Olson,  the  former  of 
whom  died  in  his  native  Sweden.  The  mother 
later  came  to  America  and  died  in  Garfield  Town- 
ship, Clay  Co.,  Kan.,  in  1883;  her  remains  were 
laid  to  rest  in  the  Lutheran  cemetery.  The 
family  for  generations  has  been  connected  with  the 
Lutheran  Church,  and  was  of  pure    Swedish  stock. 

Mr.  Olson  learned  the  painter's  trade  in  his 
native  place,  and  in  May,  1870,  sailed  for  America, 
landing  in  New  York  City  after  a  voyage  of  about 
twelve  days.  Thence  he  came  directly  to  Manhat- 
tan, Kan.,  in  company  with  five  friends,  and  they, 
hiring  a  team  at  Manhattan,  came  to  Garfield 
Township,  and  Mr.  Olson  homesteaded  160  acres  of 
land  in  the  fall  of  that  year.  For  this  he  paid  $14 
and  had  $2  left  out  of  a  capital  of  $16.  His  first 
dwelling  was  a  dugout,  in  which  he  kept  bachelor's 
hall  about  seven  years,  when  he  put  up  a  frame 
house  12x16  feet  in  dimensions,  preparatory  to  his 
marriage.  He  was  wedded  in  March,  1879,  to 
Miss  Mary,  daughter  of  Lars  Carlson,  and  the 
j'oung  couple  began  housekeeping  in  the  new  resi- 
dence. 

Mi's.  Olson  was  born  in  Sweden  and  came  to 
America  with  her  parents  in  1869.  The  latter  are 
living  in  Garfield  Township.  Of  this  union  tliere 
have  been  born  three  children,  namelj' :  Sophy, 
Victor  and  Amel.  When  coming  to  this  section 
Mr.  Olson  found  simply  an  open  prairie,  where  he 
has  since  planted  two  acres  of  timber,  which  is 
now  valuable.  After  locating  his  homestead  he 
went  into  Southern  Kansas  and  worked  on  a  rail- 
road until  he  had  earned  $200,  receiving  $1.75  to 
$2  per  day.  He  at  times  was  almost  discouraged, 
and  concluded  he  would  abandon  his  homestead 
ciaim,  but  his  job  being  completed,  he  returned 
and  bought  a  cow  and  calf,  which  he  traded  for  a 
pair  of  yearling  steers,  which  he  broke  to  the  yoke 
the  following  spring  and  with  them  commenced 
plowing.  He  had  a  long  hunt  for  work,  first  going 
into  Nebraska  and  finding  none,  and  from  there  he 
walked  to  the  southern  part  of  this  State.     He  was 


accompanied  by  a  friend,  Mr.  S.  S.  Johnson,  who 
subsequently  settled  here  and  who  later  built  the 
mill  at  Morganville.  Mr.  Johnson  finally  returned 
to  his  native  country,  where  he  still  remains.  He 
was  a  very  kind  and  benevolent  man  and  assisted 
the  people  around  him  in  various  waj'S,  doing  all 
in  his  power  to  procure  work  for  them  and  en- 
courage them  to  make  a  home  for  themselves.  Mr. 
Olson  has  seen  the  time  when  he  almost  went  iiun- 
gry,  being  out  of  money  and  unable  to  find  work. 
He  is  now  one  of  the  prominent  and  successful 
farmers  of  his  township  and  has  a  sufficiency  of 
this  world's  goods  to  insure  him  against  want  in  his 
old  age.  He  and  his  family  belong  to  the  Lutheran 
Church. 

JOHN  A.  BRANSON,  Editor  and  proprietor 
of  the  tlifton  Reuiew,  was  born  in  Fulton 
County,  III.,  May  25,  1857,  his  parents  be- 
ing David  W.  and  Caroline  (Young)  Bran- 
son, the  former  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  born 
near  Philadelphia,  and  the  latter  a  native  of  Steu- 
ben County,  N.  Y.  David  Branson  was  in  his 
younger  days  a  miller  by  trade,  but  later  became 
a  farmer.  He  removed  from  Pennsylvania  with 
his  parents  to  Illinois  at  a  very  early  day.  There 
the  family  Fettled  in  Fulton  County,  and  there 
some  years  afterward  the  grandfather  was  killed 
while  building  a  log  cabin,  by  the  falling  of  a  log 
upon  him.  While  a  resident  of  Fulton  Count}% 
David  Branson  learned  his  trade  of  miller,  at  which 
he  worked  until  a  few  years  after  his  marriage.  He 
then  went  to  Whiteside  County  and  engaged  in 
farining,  remaining  there  until  1867,  when,  with 
his  wife  and  children,  he  started  in  a  "  prairie 
schooner,"  intending  to  go  to  Johnson  County, 
Neb.;  on  reaching  Marshall  County,  in  Central 
Iowa,  they  decided  to  stop,  and  he  bought  a  farm 
near  Lamoille,  and  lived  in  that  village  for  sev- 
eral years.  Then  selling  his  farm  and  town  prop- 
erty, he  removed  to  Carroll  County,  in  the  same 
State,  where  he  bought  a  farm  near'  Manning  on 
which  he  and  his  wife  still  reside.  They  were  mar- 
ried in  Fulton  County,  of  which  the  parents  of 
Mrs.  Branson  had  also  been  very  early  settlers. 
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David  W.  and  Caroline  Branson  have  nine  chil- 
dren living,  and  buried  one  in  its  infancy.  Those 
now  living,  are:  Milton  L.,  a  farmer  near  Manning, 
Iowa,  and  married ;  Willard  S.  is  also  married,  and  is 
a  practicing  physician  at  Irwin,  Iowa;  Thomas  C. 
is  married,  and  a  hardware  merchant  at  Kenesaw, 
Neb.;  John  A.  is  next  in  order  of  birth:  then 
Emma  E.  who  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  R.  R.  Williams, 
of  Manning,  Iowa:  Otis  L.  is  married  and  lives  at 
Blalvcman,  Kan.,  where  he  is  engaged  as  Casliier 
in  the  Citizen's  State  Banls;  Charley  C.  is  a  tele- 
graph operator  at  Iron  Mountain,  Wyo.;  Es- 
tella  is  the  wife  of  A.  H.  Hackett,  a  farmer  at  Ir- 
win, Iowa;  and  Clara  M.  is  unmarried  and  lives 
with  her  parents. 

John  A.  Branson  was  reared  in  Whiteside 
Coiinty,  111.,  and  attended  its  common  school ;  after- 
ward attending  those  in  Iowa  until  1875,  when  that 
winter  he  found  an  opportunity  to  teach,  although 
lie  had  not  yet  received  a  certilicate  which,  how- 
ever, he  procured  later.  Teaching  until  he  had 
saved  the  means  necessary,  he  entered  the  Agri- 
cultural College  at  Ames,  Iowa,  where  he  studied 
for  one  year,  then  returned  to  Marshall  Countj-  and 
again  took  up  his  work  of  teacliing,  which  he  pur- 
sued for  a  couple  of  terras.  During  tliis  time  he  was 
also  engaged  in  reading  law,  and  after  teaching  a 
term  in  Carroll  County,  lie  entered  the  law  depart- 
ment of  the  State  University  at  Iowa  City.  His 
examination  elicited  the  fact  that  he  was  fitted  by 
his  previous  study  to  enter  the  highest  class,  where 
he  was  according]}-  placed  and  was  graduated  with  it 
June  22,  1880,  receiving  the  degree  of  B.  L.  He 
was  admitted  to  practice  in  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Iowa,  and  in  the  District  and  Circuit  Courts  of  the 
United  States  in  the  same  year. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  Mr.  Branson  had  been 
obliged  to  rely  entirely  upon  his  own  exertions,  his 
means  were  by  this  time  exhausted  and  he  resumed 
teaching.  He  taught  during  the  fall  term,  but  in 
February,  1881,  determined  to  try  his  fortune  in 
Kansas,  and  came  direct  to  Washington.  He  was 
an  entire  stranger  in  that  city,  but  soon  secured  a 
position  as  Assistant  Principal  in  the  graded 
schools,  and  held  it  for  nearly  three  years,  when 
he  resigned  to  purchase  an  interest  in  the  Clifton 
Seoiew.     During  his  first  four  years'  residence  in 


Washington  County,  he  was  one  of  the  County  Ex- 
aminers of  teachers. 

On  June  26,  1884,  Mr.  Branson  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Maggie  L.  Barnes,  daughter  of 
Samuel  and  Sarah  Barnes,  who  were  then,  and  are 
now,  residents  of  Washingty)n,  where;  Mr.  Barnes 
pursues  his  trade  of  a  carpenter.  Mrs.  Branson  was 
born  at  Fairfield,  Iowa,  in  June,  1864.  She  is  a 
refined,  intelligent  lady,  well-fitted  by  nature  and 
education  to  preside  over  the  pleasant  home  of  her 
husband.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Branson  are  the  parents 
of  two  bright  and  lovable  children — Ethel  May 
and  Lila  Belle. 

Since  locating  in"_Clifton,  Mr.  Branson  has  re- 
fused to  practice  law,  except  in  the  matter  of  col- 
lections, drawing  of  papers  and  kindred  work,  as 
engaging  in  active  practice  would  be  inconsistent 
with  his  work  as  editor  of  his  paper.  He'first  engaged 
in  the  newspaper  enterprise  in  partnership  with 
R.  O.  Woodsy,  now  Deputy  County  Treasurer,  but 
about  nine  months  afterward,  Mr.  Branson  bought 
his  partner's  interest,  and  has  since  been  sole  pro- 
jirietor  and  editor.  The  paper  is  Republican  in 
politics,  and  under  its  present  management  aims  at 
being  not  alone  a  political  organ,  but  a  paper  which 
will  be  acceptable  in  the  homes  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  it  gives  especial  attention  to  the 
news  of  the  city  where  it  is  published  and  the  sur- 
rounding country.  Care  is  taken  that  nothing  shall 
appesir  in  its  column.s  that  has  the  slightest  taint  of 
impurity  about  it,  and  the  result  is  a  clean,  newsy 
sheet,  which  is  welcomed  In-  its  readers.  Under 
Mr.  Branson's  management  the  circulation  has 
grown  and  the  business  is  steadily  increasing.  The 
office  is  completely  fitted  for  job  printing,  in  which 
it  has  a  good  trade.  The  paper  was  first  established 
Feb.  27, 1879,  by  Blake  and  Wellman.  shortly  after 
the  founding  of  the  city,  but  passed  through  several 
hands  before  it  came  into  possession  of  its  present 
owner. 

Since  coming  to  Clifton.  Mr.  Branson  has  held 
the  position  of  City  Clerk,  which  he  has  filled  from 
the  incorporation  of  the  city  in  1884,  to  the  present 
day;  at  the  same  time,  he  was,  for  two  years.  City 
Attorney,  and  in  the  fall  of  1888,  was  elected  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace,  the  several  positions  coming  to 
him  naturally  without  his  seeking  them.     He  is   a 
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member  of  the  Clifton  Lodge,  No.  181,  I.  O.  O.  F., 
of  wtiieh  he  is  now  Permanent  and  Recording  Sec- 
retar3',  and  he  has  filled  all  the  chairs;  he  also  he  • 
longs  to  the  Clifton  Lodge,  No.  40,  A.  O.  U.  W. 
He  is  a  gentleman  of  irreproachable  character,  who 
is  universally  respected  by  those  who  know  him 
best,  for  his  integrity  and  the  possession  of  those 
qualities  which  go  to  make  up  a  good  man  and 
an  honest  citizen. 


K 


EROY  M.  FELLOWS.  The  finely  culti- 
vated farm  of  320  acres  which  comprises 
the  headquarters  of  one  of  the  best  citizens 
of  Blaine  Township,  and  which  is  finely  located  on 
section  35.  illustrates  in  a  marked  manner  what  a 
man  may  accomplish  by  steady  perseverance  and 
industry.  Mr.  Fellows  started  out  in  life  depend- 
ent upon  his  own  resources,  employing  himself  as 
a  farm  laborer,  and  thus  earned  his  first  $1,000, 
with  which  he  began  farming.  By  a  course  of 
prudence  and  economy  he  has  steadily  added  to  his 
worldly  possessions,  and  is  now  numbered  among 
the  well-to-do  farmers  and  stock-raisers  of  his 
township.  Politically,  he  is  a  sound  Republican, 
and  a  man  liberal  and  public-spirited,  a  member  of 
the  Baptist  Church,  and  one  who  uniformly  gives 
his  encouragement  and  support  to  the  enterprises 
calculated  to  benefit  the  people. 

Mr.  Fellows  was  born  in  Onondaga  County, 
N.  Y.,  Oct.  26,  18,')0,  and  is  consequently  on  the 
sunny  side  of  forty.  He  is  the  scion  of  an  ex- 
cellent family,  being  the  son  of  David  G.  and  Mary 
Fellows,  both  of  whom  are  natives  of  the  Empire 
State.  The  paternal  ancestors  came  from  England. 
Leroy  M.  was  the  youngest  in  a  familv  of  six  chil- 
dren, and  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native 
county,  his  life  passing  in  a  comparativelj' unevent- 
ful manner  upon  the  farm.  He  acquired  his  edu- 
cation in  the  public  schools,  and  .at  an  early  period 
chose  farming  for  his  vocation  in  life.  He  began 
business  for  himself  in  the  twentj'-second  y^ar  of 
his  age,  but  made  his  home  with  his  father  until 
in  his  twenty-fourth  year,  when,  changing  his  occu- 
pation somewhat,  he  engaged  as  a  clerk  in  a  store 
at   Camillus,  N.  Y.,  and  was  thus   occupied  about 


three  years.  The  following  year  he  engaged  in 
teaming,  hauling  lumber,  brick  and  other  building 
material  for  E.  D.  Sherwood.  At  the  expiration 
of  this  time  he  resumed  farming,  which  he  followed 
eight  years  in  New  Y'ork. 

The  11th  of  March,  1875,  formed  an  interesting 
date  in  the  life  of  our  subject,  namely,  his  marriage 
with  Miss  Inez,  daughter  of  George  Whitney,  then 
a  resident  of  New  Y'"ork  State,  but  now  living  in 
Lansing,  Iowa.  The  newly  wedded  pair  began 
the  journey  of  life  together  in  New  Y'ork,  and  in 
1885,  coming  to  Kansas,  settled  upon  the  present 
farm,  to  which  J\lr.  Fellows  has  since  given  his 
close  attention,  bringing  it  to  a  high  state  of  culti- 
vation and  erecting  upon  it  substantial  buildings. 
To  our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  there  have 
been  born  four  children:  Arthur,  Sept.  30,  1876; 
Helena,  Feb.  10,  1882;  Scott,  Nov.  13,  1883;  and 
Alfred,  May  27,  1885.  Mrs.  Fellows  is  a  member 
in  good  standing  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  in  her  old  home  in  New  Y'ork  State. 


ylLLIAM  SCRUBY.  A  residence  of  nearly 
twenty  years  in  Washington  County,  has 
served  to  make  Mr.  Scruby  well  known 
among  the  older  residents,  and  his  sterling  worth 
as  a  citizen  long  ago  established  him  in  their  esteem 
and  confidence.  He  settled  in  Farmington  Town- 
ship in  April,  1870,  purchasing  160  acres  of  land 
on  section  11,  and  by  a  course  of  industry  and 
economy  has  brought  his  fields  to  a  fine  state  of 
cultivation  and  erected  neat  and  substantial  mod- 
ern buildings.  His  general  farming  operations  in- 
clude stock-raising,  and  in  all  he  has  been  quite 
successful.  At  the  same  time  his  fostering  care  has 
been  extended  to  the  interests  of  the  people  around 
him,  and  besides  being  generally  interested  in  the 
establishment  of  schools  he  has  officiated  as  a  local 
preacher  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  hold- 
ing a  regular  certificate  and  laboring  in  the  Mas- 
ter's vineyard  as  time  and  opportunity  presents 
itself.  He  has  been  the  School  Treasurer  of  his  dis- 
trict for  the  past  fifteen  years,  and  at  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  township  officiated  as  its  first  Treasurer. 
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Other  positions  of  trust  and  responsibility  liave 
been  frequently  tendered  him,  and  the  duties  of 
those  which  he  accepted  have  been  discharged  with 
credit  to  iiimself  and  satisfaction  to  all  concerned. 

The  Scruby  family  is  of  English  origin,  and  in 
Cambridgeshire  our  subject  was  born,  April  12, 
1827.  His  parents,  Joseph  and  Emma  (Stock- 
bridge)  Scruby,  were  also  natives  of  that  shire,  but 
were  married  in  the  city  of  London.  They,  how- 
ever, settled  not  far  from  the  place  of  their  birth, 
but  in  1833  emigrated  to  America  and  located  in 
Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  where  the  father  died  when 
William  was  a  small  boy.  The  mother  subse- 
quentlj-  removed  to  Sparta,  Monroe  Co.,  AVis., 
where  her  death  took  place  in  1857.  The  parental 
family  included  eight  sons  and  four  daughters,  of 
whom  William  was  the  j'oungest  born.  He  went 
with  his  mother  to  Wisconsin  about  a  year  after 
his  father's  death,  and  was  there  reared  to  man- 
hood on  a  farm,  living  there  until  1863.  That 
year  he  went  into  Steele  County.  Minn.,  where  he 
purchased  a  farm,  which  he  lived  upon  until  1869. 
He  spent  the  next  year  on  a  rented  farm  in 
Greene  County*,  ]Mo..  then  removed  to  Greene 
County,  111.,  where  for  two  jears  he  was  engaged 
as  a  butcher  and  stock- dealer.  His  next  removal 
was  to  this  county,  of  which  he  has  since  been  a 
resident. 

In  Dane  County,  Wis.,  occurred  the  marriage  of 
William  Scruby  and  Miss  Melissa  Damman.  Jan.  1, 
1855.  Mrs.  Scruby  was  born  near  Bangor.  Me., 
Oct.  12,  1835,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Seth  and 
'Sa.wcy  (Doe)  Damman,  who  were  like^yise  natives 
of  the  Pine  Tree  State.  They  lived  there  some 
time  after  their  marriage,  then  emigrated  to  Wis- 
consin, and  were  residents  of  Dane  County  several 
years,  after  which  they  removed  to  Monroe  County 
and  passed  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  Their 
family  consisted  of  four  daughters  and  three  sons, 
Mrs.  Scruby  being  the  eldest  born. 

The  record  of  the  six  children  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Scrub3^  is  as  follows:  Louisa  A.  is  the  wife 
of  John  A.  Palmer,  and  they  live  in  Farmington 
Township,  Washington  County;  George  married 
Sarah  E.  Foster,  of  Washington  County;  Jonathan 
S,  married  Miss  Mary  E.  Foster;  Charles  E.  mar- 
ried Miss  Ella  S.  Knight,  and  continues  a  resident 


of  Washington  County;  William   and   Fred  J.  re- 
main at  home  with  their  parents. 

Airs.  Scruby,  like  her  husband,  is  a  member  in 
good  standing  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
Politically,  Mr.  Scruby  endorses  the  principles  of 
the  Republican  party,  but  usually  votes  indepen- 
dently, supporting  the  men  whom  he  considers  will 
best  serve  the  interests  of  the  community.  A  man 
spoken  well  of  by  his  neighbors  is  generally  one 
who  can  be  trusted. 

-5 #^— ?- 


J~  OHN  H.  BUCK  is  the  enterprising  proprietor 
I  of  a  restaurant  in  Clifton,  Washington 
j  County.  His  business  is  carefully  managed, 
and  is  proving  remunerative  .and  popular.  It 
was  started' by  Mr.  Buck  in  1885,  at  which  time  he 
erected  an  excellent  brick  building,  24x44  feet,  in 
which  to  carry  it  on.  He  had  previously  been  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits  in  Brantford  Town- 
ship, where  he  still  owns  160  acres  on  section  14. 
The  rural  home  is  favorably  located,  with  an  abun- 
dance of  good  water.  It  has  been  supplied  with 
well  built  and  adequate  farm  buildings,  and  is  a 
very  comfortable  home. 

Mr.  Buck  first  saw  the  light  in  Hamburg,  Ger- 
man}', in  1843.  His  parents.  Henry  and  Mary 
(Timmons)  Buck,  were  married  in  that  city,  both 
being  Germans.  The  mother  died  some  ten  years 
ago,  being  then  past  sixty  years  of  age.  The  father 
is  still  living  near  Hamburg,  and  is  now  aged 
seventy-five  years.  He  was  a  farmer.  Both  pa- 
rents belong  to  the  Lutheran  Church.  Our  subject 
was  reared  and  educated  in  Germany,  receiving  all 
the  advantages  for  which  that  country  is  noted. 
When  fourteen  years  old  he  left  his  native  land  to 
become  a  citizen  of  the  United  Stales.  He  took 
passage  at  Bremen  on  a  sailing  vessel,  and  landed 
in  New  York  City  after  a  quiet  but  prolonged  voy- 
age of  sixtj'  days. 

JNIr.  Buck  remained  m  New  York  State  until  Of  nge 
and  then  entered  the  Union  array,  as  a  member  of 
Company  E,  93d  New  York  Infantry.  His  enlist- 
ment took  place  in  1864,  and  after  a  service  of  one 
year  he  was  discharged  June  29,  1865.  He  saw  but 
little  fighting,  and  was  never  wounded  or  taken  pris- 
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oner.  After  l;is  return  to  New  York  City,  lie  came 
West  as  far  as  Shannon.  111.,  where  he  liverl  some 
years.  He  then  removed  to;Corning,  Mo.,  where  he 
made  his  home  for  several  years. 

July  11, 1870,  our  subject  located  on  a  homestead 
claim  in  Brantford  Township,  this  county.  At  that 
time  the  county  was  new,  and  that  section  mostly 
unbroken.  The  first  dwelling  was  a  dugout,  which 
was  occupied  for  some  years.  Mr.  Buck  and  his 
wife  improved  their  home,  and  every  opportunity 
afforded  them  to  increase  their  comforts  and  finan- 
cial ability.  By  dint  of  hard  work  and  prudent 
management  they  have  succeeded,  and  now  have 
a  valuable  farm.  "When  the  town  of  Clifton  was 
started  Mr.  Buck  came  to  this  place  and  went  into 
business.  Two  years  later  he  returned  to  his  farm, 
but  subsequently  took  up  his  residence  in  town. 
He  has  worked  hard  in  behalf  of  the  Home  of  his 
adoption,  and  his  intelligent  wife  is  as  interested  as 
he  is,  in  seeing  the  town  flourish. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Buck  took  place  in  Wash- 
ington County.  His  bride  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Emma  Hushard.  She  was  born  in  Dearborn 
County,  Ind.,  Nov.  4,  1834,  and  is  the  eldest  of  six 
children.  She  was  reared  in  her  native  State,  and  was 
there  united  in  marriage  to  Peter  Waltner,  a  Ger- 
man beer  brewer.  During  a  politicial  outbreak 
among  the  Irish  and  Germans  in  Hamilton,  Ohio, 
Mr.  Waltner  was  killed.  His  widow  some  3'ears 
later  became  the  wife  of  our  subject. 

By  her  first  marriage  Mrs.  Buck  became  the  mo- 
ther of  two  sons  and  three  daughters.  One  son, 
Frank  A.,  died  when  ten  years  old.  The  other  son, 
Henry,  is  a  merchant  at  Kiowa,  Kan.  He  married 
Miss  Minnie  Eulaud.  The  daughters  are  all  mar- 
ried. Matilda  is  the  wife  of  Christ  Reakerman, 
who  is  running  the  New  York  barber-shop  in  Kan- 
sas City.  Emma  is  the  wife  of  Ed.  Titus,  a  farmer 
in  Wyoming  Territory.  Lillie  is  the  wife  of  Els- 
worth  Kreek,  a  furniture  man  in  Clifton.  By  her 
present  marriage  Mrs.  Buck  has  become  the  mother 
of  two  children,  both  of  whom  are  .it  home.  They 
are  named  re.spectively,  Edward  A.  and  Elenora  S. 

The  parents  of  Mrs.  Buck  were  Peter  and  Bar- 
bara (Keler)  Hushard.  They  were  natives  of  the 
Rhincland,  and  came  to  the  United  Stiites  after 
their  marriage.     They  located  on  a  farm  in  Dear- 


born County,  Ind.,  fourteen  miles  from  Lawrence- 
burg.  Mr.  Hushard  was  accidentally  killed  by  a  run- 
away team  when  he  was  forty-seven  3'ears  old.  His 
widow  died  twelve  3'ears  later,  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
seven.  Both  were  communicants  of  the  Catholic 
Church. 

Mr.  Buck  belongs  to  Ch.vlwick  Post  No.  24, 
G.  A.  R.,  at  Clifton.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity,  being  a  member  of  Blue  Lodge 
No.  22,  at  Clifton.  He  is  independent  in  his  polit- 
ical views,  voting  for  the  men  he  thinks  best  fitted 
for  office.  Both  he  ami  his  wife  have  followed 
the  religious  faith  of  tlieir  parents,  he  being  a 
member  of  the  Lutheran  Church  and  she  of  the 
Catholic. 


^^HEO.  WETCHSELBAUM.  Saul  was  promi- 
/^^§^  nent  in  the  nation  of  Israel  by  reason  of  his 
^^^  great  height,  but  the  subject  of  this  notice 
is  prominent  in  his  community  by  reason  of  his 
eminent  executive  and  financial  abilities,  which 
have  deservedly  placed  him  in  the  lead  in  all  mat- 
ters pertaining  to  the  growth  and  prosperitj-  of  the 
citj'  and  county  in  which  he  resides.  In  his  business 
transactions  as  amerchantand  stock-raiser,  his  well- 
known  integrity  and  superior  mental  qualiflcatious 
have  secured  for  him  the  implicit  confidence  of  all 
with  whom  he  has  to  deal.  In  all  propositions  em- 
anating from  him,  which  have  for  their  object  the 
improvement  of  the  intellectual  or  corporeal  inter- 
ests of  the  community,  he  is  sure  of  the  support  of 
his  neighbors,  who  regard  him  as  a  leader  worthy 
to  be  followed. 

Dr.  Moritz  Weichselbaum,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, is  a  native  of  Furth,  Bavaria,  where  he  is  en- 
gaged in  the  practice  of  medicine.  He  was  born  in 
1802,  and  after  successfully  completing  the  pre- 
scribed course  of  stud^',  was  graduated  with  high 
distinction  from  the  University  of  Wurtzburg,  Ba- 
varia, and  immediately  afterward  began  the  practice 
of  medicine.  His  professional  career  dates  from  1828 
and  embraces  a  period  of  sixty-one  years.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  was  Betty  (Kohn)  Weichsel- 
baum, a  native  of  Wurlzburg,  Bavaria.  She 
departed  this  life  in   1869,  leaving  the   memory   of 
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her  cliaritabie  acts  and  virtuous  life  to  be  lovingly 
clu  rished  by  her  faitliful  descendants. 

The  p.irental  faniilj'  consiotid  of  fourteen  ehil- 
dieu.  of  whom  five  are  now  living;  one — Albert, — 
was  killed  by  the  Kiowa  Indians  near  Ft.  Dodge,  in 
1865.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  second 
child  in  order  of  birth  and  first  oi)ened  his  eyes  to 
the  light  of  day,  June  10.  1834,  at  Furth.  Bavaria. 
He  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  place  and  was 
the  fortunate  recipient  of  a  thoionahly  sound,  prac- 
tical education,  which  has  been  of  inestimaMe 
lieneflt  to  him  in  his  sub^-equent  career,  and  has 
contributed,  no  doubt,  not  a  little  to  his  success  in 
life. 

After  serving  an  apprenticeship  of  four  years  to 
a  merchant,  Theo.  Weiehselbaum,  then  a  youth 
of  seventeen  years,  began  life  for  himself,  engag- 
ing as  a  traveling  salesman  for  general  merchandise 
for  a  house  in  Amsterdam.  He  continued  in  that 
line  for  several  years.  In  June,  1856,  he  landed 
in  New  York,  where  he  remained  some  ten  months, 
then  went  to  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  where  he  opened  a 
store  and  resided  there  another  ten  months,  at  the 
expiration  of  which  time  he  removed  to  Ogden, 
Riley  Co.,  Kan.,  and  opened  a  general  merchan- 
dise store,  on  Christmas  day,  1857.  This  venture 
has  proven  a  very  successful  business  investment 
and  the  returns  from  it  have  been  large.  A  portion 
of  his  success  in  amassing  a  fortune  has  been  owing 
to  the  fact  that  in  1860,  he  secured  the  contract  of 
supplying  the  post  sutlers  of  five  different  United 
States  military  posts,  with  various  commodities  in 
his  line  of  business  and  continued  his  interest  in 
that  enterprise  until  1869. 

In  1869  Mr.  Weiehselbaum  began  buying  up 
farms  that  were  offered  for  sale,  and  now  owns 
1.400  acres  of  land  in  Ogden  Township.  He  also 
owns  several  farms  in  adjoining  counties.  He  is  a 
prominent  stock-raiser  and  takes  pride  in  showing 
to  visitors  his  large  stock-farm,  the  fine  blooded 
animals  contentedlj'  grazing  in  his  extensive  pas- 
tures or  comfortably  housed  in  the  room}'  buildings 
provided  for  their  use.  His  cattle  consist  princi- 
pally of  Short-horns  and  Holsteins;  the  horses  are 
of  Norman  and  Ilambletonian  pedigree. 

June  10,  1862.  Mr.  Weiehselbaum  was  married 
to  Miss  Fannie  Blumeustein,  who  was  a  native   of 


Gunsenhausen,  Bav.aria.  She  came  to  America 
just  two  d.iys  prior  to  her  marriage,  having  been 
betrothed  to  our  subject  previous  to  embarking 
for  this  country.  They  are  the  parents  of  eight 
children,  of  whom  five  are  now  living,  viz:  Joseph- 
ine, Samuel,  Edwin,  liettie  and  Johanna.  They  are 
laraelites  by  birth  and  cling  with  faithful  tenacity 
to  the  noble  faith  of  their  f.ithers.  They  are  cele- 
brated for  their  many  good  qualities  not  only  in 
Oyden,  but  throughout  the  entire  county. 

Mr.  Weiehselbaum  was  Mayor  and  Postmaster  of 
Ogden  for  many  ye.'-.rsand  it  is.perhaps,  needless  to 
say,  has  given  perfect  satisfaction.  He  is  also  a 
Notary  Public  and  a  valued  member  of  the  School 
Board  of  the  to  ■  n  and  in  addition  has  filled  the  of- 
fice of  Township  Treasurer.  He  is  a  member  of 
Centenian  Lodge,  No.  18,  K.  of  P.,  of  Junction 
City.  He  is  the  Grand  Deputy  of  the  District.  He 
is  also  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  No.  281,  of 
Ogden  and  has  been  Secretary.  In  politics  he  is  an 
active  and  efiicient  worker  and  upholds  the  princi- 
pals of  the  Democratic  party. 

__j., ,^g-.„rS^, t 


§"'"'  HOMAS  J.  GILCHRIST.  Among  those 
who  have  liiade  for  themselves  a  worthy  life- 
record  and  have  now  passed  to  their  long 
home,  may  be  numbered  "the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
who  departed  this  life  at  his  homestead,  familiarlj' 
known  as  the  Twin  Mound  Farm,  in  Blaine  Town- 
ship, Clay  County.  March  29.  1885.  He  took  up 
his  residence  here  in  1878,  securing  possession  of 
the  80-acre  farm  which  is  now  occupied  by  his 
widow,  and  which  he  built  up  from  an  uncultivated 
tract  of  land.  He  was  a  man  highly  esteemed  in 
his  community,  kind  and  indulgent  in  his  family, 
liberal  and  public-spirited,  and  one  whose  loss  w.as 
sensibly  felt  in  his  community. 

A  native  of  Oswego  County,  N.  Y.,  the  subject 
of  this  notice  was  born  Jan.  22,  1828,  and  was  the 
son  of  Peter  Gilchrist,  who  belonged  to  an  excel- 
lent old  famil}'  of  Scotch  descent.  He  was  reared 
to  man's  estate  in  his  native  county,  becoming 
familiar  with  agricultural  pursuits  and  acquiring  a 
gooil  common-school  education.  In  the  meantime, 
at  the  age  of  seventeen  years,  he  began  learning 
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the  carpenter's  trade,  whi  'h  he  followed  thereafter    ' 
mostly    throug:h    life  in  connection   with  farrain.a:.    I 
Mr.  Gilchrist  when  about  twent3'-two  years  of  age    | 
was  married  to  Miss  Anna  Yandenburgh,  who  only    ' 
lived    about   six   years.     Of    this    union  one  son,    ! 
named  Martin,  was  born.     On  tlie  '2nd  of  Novem- 
her,  1861,  our  subject  was  united   in  marriage  with 
Miss  Lydia  Thomas,  who  assumed  the  name  of  her 
adopted    parents,   George   and  Elizabeth  Thomas. 
She  was  born  in  AVooster.  Ohio,   Aug.  5,  1840,  and 
was   the    daughter  of  Samuel  and  Catherine  Cole. 
When  about  four  years  old  she  was  taken  by  her 
parents  to  McHenry  County,  111.,  where  her  father 
died  when  she  was   six  years  old.     Six  years  later 
she    was  wholly   orphaned    by    the   death    of    her 
mother,  and  was  then  adopted  by  Mrs.  Dr.  Tliomas, 
of  McHenry  Co.,  111.,  with  whom  she  went  to  Onon- 
daga   County,    N.    Y.,    where    she    was    reared   to 
womanhood    and   where     she    remained  until     her 
marriage.     She    received    a  good   education,  com- 
pleting her  studies  in  Jordan  Academy. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  Civil  War,  Mr.  Gil- 
christ enlisted  as  a  Union  soldier  in  the  75th  New 
York  Infantry,  and  during  his  service  of  four  j'ears 
participated  in  man_y  important  battles.  He  fought 
at  Ft.  Hudson,  the  siege  of  Vicksburg,  at  Santa 
Rosa  Island,  Ft.  Pickens,  but  fortunately  escaped 
unharmed,  and  at  the  close  received  an  honorable 
discharge.  Upon  leaving  the  army,  he  returned  to 
Onondaga  Count}',  N.  Y.,  where  he  sojourned  with 
his  family  until  the  spring  of  1877.  He  then  re- 
solved to  seek  his  home  in  the  far  West,  and  com- 
ing to  this  State,  settled  the  following  year  on  the 
farm  where  his  widow  now  resides.  This  comprises 
a  choice  body  of  land,  and  possesses  the  peculiarity 
of  two  Indian  mounds  of  about  the  same  size, 
reared  by  the  aborigines  in  early  times. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gilchrist  were  among  the  early 
settlers  of  their  neighborhood,  and  performed  much 
hard  labor  in  bringing  their  homestead  to  its  pres- 
ent condition.  There  were  born  to  them  four 
children,  the  eldest  of  whom,  a  daughter,  Mina,  is 
the  wife  of  William  Naumann,  of  Blaine  Town- 
ship. Florence  is  at  home  with  her  mother;  Carrie 
is  deceased  and  George  lives  at  home.  Mr.  Gil- 
christ, politically,  was  a  sound  Republican,  and  in 
religious  matters  a  consistent  member  of  the   Bap- 


tist Church.  He  left  his  family  in  comfortable 
circumstances,  and  Mrs.  Gilchrist  receives  monthly 
from  the  Government  a  pension  of  $12,  besides  $2 
lier  month  for  her  little  boy.  The  farm  buildings, 
without  being  pretentious,  are  convenient  and  com- 
fortable, and  the  whole  place  presents  a  picture  of 
quiet  country  life,  where  peace  and  plenty  abound. 


F.NRY  ABELS.  The  farming  community  of 
i|j  Blaine  Township,  Clay  County,  recognizes 
<^  Mr.  Abels  as  one  of  its  most  prosperous 
citizens.  He  is  the  owner  of  400  acres  of 
prime  land,  160  acres  of  this  comprising  the  home- 
stead and  the  balance  in  Five  Creek  Township. 
This  property'  is  the  accumulation  of  Mr.  Abel's 
own  industry,  he  being  a  self-made  man  in  the 
broadest  sense  of  the  term — one  who  has  arisen  to 
his  present  position  by  his  own  unaided  efforts.  He 
makes  a  specialty  of  stock-raising  and  all  his  trans- 
actions are  conducted  in  that  thorough  and  system- 
atic manner  which  seldom  fails  of  success. 

The  thrifty  German  element  of  Kansas  has  been 
no  unimportant  factor  in  its  growth  and  develop- 
ment. Mr.  Abels  is  a  true  son  of  the  Fatherland, 
having  been  born  in  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Olden- 
burg, and  is  a  gentleman  in  the  prime  of  life,  Brst 
opening  his  eyes  to  the  light  Dec.  27,  1843.  He  was 
the  second  son  and  third  child  of  John  and  Christina 
(Mueler)  Abels,  the  latter  of  whom  died  upon  her 
native  soil  in  1871  ;  the  father  is  in  Oldenburg. 
Henry  Abels  was  reared  to  man's  estate  in  his 
native  province  and  followed  farxuing.  In  accor- 
dance with  the  Jaws  and  customs  of  his  native 
country  he  was  placed  in  school  at  an  earlj'  age  and 
given  a  thorough  education  in  the  German  tongue. 
After  coming  to  America  he  improved  his  evenings 
at  a  night  school  taught  by  a  minister,  in  Lee 
County,  111.,  and  thus  gained  a  good  knowledge  of 
English,  sufficient  to  do  ordinary  business.  This, 
with  his  habit  of  observing  what  is  going  on  around 
him  in  the  world,  has  made  of  him  an  intelligent 
and  well-informed  man. 

Mr.  Abels  lived  in  Germany  until  a  man  of 
twenty-eight  years'and  then,  in  1867,  emigrated  to 
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America  to  make  it  iiis  home,  liaving  visited  this 
country  three  years  before,  taking  passage  on  a 
steamer  at  Bremen,  which  ten  days  later  landed 
him  in  New  York  Cit}'.  Thence  he  proceeded  di- 
rectly to  Lee  County,  111.,  where  for  one  year  he 
was  employed  on  a  farm  by  his  uncle,  Henry  Miller. 
He  lived  in  Illinois  over  two  years  and  subse- 
quently spent  a  short  time  in  Missouri  and  Iowa. 
In  the  winter  of  1870  he  returned  to  his  native 
land  and  visited  a  few  months  among  the  friends 
and  associates  of  his  childhood.  He  came  back  to 
the  United  States  during  the  Franco-Prussian  War, 
when  the  German  harbors  were  blockaded  by  the 
French  fleet  so  that  no  German  vessel  could  sail. 
On  account  of  this  he  took  passage  on  an  English 
steamer  at  Hamburg  and  by  this  means  proceeded 
to  Liverpool,  whence  he  sailed  for  his  adopted 
country.  After  leaving  New  York  City  the  second 
time,  he  journeyed  to  Southern  Illinois  and  later, 
accompanied  by  his  brother  Martin,  came  in  the 
fall  of  1871  to  Kansas.  He  spent  the  first  year  in 
Riley  County,  farming  in  partnership  with  his 
brotlier. 

In  the  meantime  Mr.  Abies  formed  the  acquaint- 
ance of  Miss  Helen  Carls,  to  whom  he  was  married 
in  Riley  County,  March  8,  1872.  This  lady,  like 
her  husband  was  of  German  birth  and  parentage 
and  is  the  daughter  of  H.  W.  and  Minnie  (Tapken) 
Carls.  To  them  were  born  five  children,  viz: 
Minnie,  .Johanna,  Helen,  Betty  and  William.  Tiiey 
are  all  living  and  at  home  with  their  parents.  For 
about  one  j'ear  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Abels  farmed 
on  rented  land,  and  the  following  year  he  pur- 
chased a  farm  in  the  river  bottom  about  a  mile 
south  of  Manhattan.  He  occupied  that  until  1881, 
then  removing  to  Cla\'  County,  settled  where  he 
now  lives.  About  fifty  [acres  had  been  broken, 
but  the  onl}-  improvement  was  a  log  shanty.  His 
neighbors  were  few  and  far  between.  He  labored 
in  true  pioneer  style,  battling  with  the  difficulties 
of  imi>erfeet  farming  utensils,  but  industry  and 
perseverance  in  due  time  yielded  their  reward.  Mr. 
Abels  while  watching  the  growth  and  development 
of  Northern  Kansas,  has  reason  to  feel  satisfaction 
in  the  reflection  that  he  has  contributed  to  bring 
about  its  present  condition.  Clay  Center  was  his 
market  place.     In  order  to  reach  it  he  was  obliged 


to  ford  the  Republican  River  and  Five  Creek,  prior 
to  the  erection  of  bridges  and  which,  sometimes, 
was  a  dangerous  experiment  as  tlie  water  was  often 
iiigh. 

After  becoming  a  voting  citizen  Mr.  Abels  iden- 
tified himself  with  the  Democratic  party.  He,  how- 
ever, has  very  little  to  do  with  politics  and  has 
never  been  ambitious  for  office,  simply  serving  as 
a  member  of  the  School  Board  for  the  past  five 
years.  Coming  from  a  country  practicing  compul- 
sory education,  he  naturally  believes  in  giving  to 
the  young  those  advantages  which  will  make  of 
them  useful  and  intelligent  members  of  the  com- 
munity. 


eHARLES  D.  POTTER  1 
of  Washington  County 
of  years.     His   comfort; 


las  been  a  resident 
for  almost  a  score 
fortable  and  attractive 
home  is  situated  in  Sheridan  Township,  and  con- 
sists of  134  acres  of  well  improved  land.  The  es- 
tate is  supplied  with  all  necessary-  and  adequate  farm 
buildings,  and  is  brought  to  a  liigii  state  of  pro- 
ductiveness. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  James  and  Mary 
(Miles)  Potter.  The  former  was  born  in  Connecti- 
cut in  1811,  and  after  attaining  manhood  moved  to 
Bennington  County,  Vt.,  where  he  was  engaged  in 
farming  until  his  death.  His  wife  was  born  in 
1809.  Her  death  occurred  in  1851,  and  that  of 
her  husband  one  day  later.  Both  were  members 
of  the  Baptist  Church.  Nine  children  were  born 
to  them,  all  but  three  dying  when  young.  Those 
who  lived  to  maturity  are:  Louisa,  James  H..  and 
our  subject. 

Charles  D.  Potter  was  born  in  Bennington 
Count}',  Vt.,  Feb.  4,  1841.  lie  was  reared  upon  a 
farm,  and  received  the  educational  advantages  to  be 
obtained  in  the  rural  districts.  The  death  of  his 
father  took  place  when  he  was  about  ten  _years  of 
age,  and  he  then  went  to  Piko  County,  Ohio,  where 
he  remained  until  1862.  In  September  of  that 
j^ear  he  enlisted  in  Company  A.,  53th  Ohio  In- 
fantry, being  determined  to  devote  the  strength  of 
his  young  manhood  to  the  cause  of  the  Union. 
The  regiment  to  which  he  belonged  formed  a  part 
of  the  Second   Brigade,   2d   Division,  15th  Army 
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Corps,  under  the  command  of  Gen.  John  A.  Logan. 
Mr.  Potter  took  part  in  the  engngements  at  Jack- 
son, Miss.,  Missionary  Ridge,  and  many  other  im- 
portant battles  and  minor  contests.  He  was  a 
gallant  soldier,  and  faithful  in  the  discharge  of  his 
duties.  On  May  29,  1865,  he  received  an  honor- 
able dischai'ge,  and  again  assumed  the  duties  of  a 
civilian.  In  thai  j-ear  he  went  to  Scioto  County, 
Ohio,  where  he  remained  until  1870.  He  then 
came  to  this  county,  and  identified  himself  with 
the  agriculturists  of  Sheridan  Township.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  canying  on  of  his  fine  farm,  he  is  now 
engaged  to  some  extent  in  grain  buying  in  the 
town  of  Palmer. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Levenia  Hartley,  and  the  rites  of  wedlock  were 
performed  between  them  on  July  8,  1865.  Mrs. 
Potter  was  born  in  Jackson  County,  Oliio,  in  1847, 
her  parents  also  being  natives  of  tiie  Buckeye  State. 
She  has  bore  her  husband  ten  children,  of  whom 
seven  now  survive.  Those  deceased  are:  William, 
Henry  and  Royal,  the  first,  third  and  seventh  born. 
The  survivors  bear  the  names  of  Elmer,  Minnie, 
Frank,  Walter,  Louisa,  Charles  and  Arthur. 

A  practical  and  progressive  farmer,  a  reliable 
citizen,  and  a  gentleman  of  intelligence,  courtesy 
and  moral  character.  Mr.  Potter  commands  the  re- 
spect of  all  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact. 


OHN  BOND.  A  leading  position  among  the 
farmers  of  Charleston  Township,  Washing- 
^,^  .,  ton  County,  is  occupied  113'  the  above  named 
'^^1,1  gentleman,  who  is  engaged  in  stock-raising, 
and  deals  in  horses,  cattle  and  hogs.  lie  is  one  of 
the  oldest  permanent  settlei's  of  the  county,  and 
with  his  brother,  Richmond,  had  the  lienor  of  be- 
ing the  first  to  settle  in  this  township.  He  is  now 
the  owner  of  over  1.000  acres  of  productive  land, 
nearlv  all  of  which  is  improved.  His  residence 
stands  on  section  4,  and  is  a  substantial  and  well 
designed  stone  building,  and  is  accompanied  by  an 
equally  substantial  stone  barn.  The  house  stands 
on  an  elevation  and  presents  a  fine  view  over  tiie 
fertile  and  picturesque  lands  which  surround  it. 


Mr.  Bond  was  born  in  Wiltshire,  England,  April 
18,  1824,  and  was  a  son  of  James  and  Mary  Bond. 
The  paternal  famil3'  consisted  of  ten  children, 
three  of  whom — Richmond,  John  and  Ilenrj'  J. — 
came  to  the  United  States.  Our  subject  learned 
the  trade  of  a  blacksmith  in  his  native  land,  where 
he  remained  until  twentj'-seven  years  of  age.  He 
then,  in  com  pan}' with  his  older  brother,  came  to 
America,  landing  at  Philadelphia.  He  went  to 
Pittsburg,  but  spent  only  a  short  time  there,  his 
first  stop  of  any  length  being  in  Wayne  County, 
Ohio.  In  1853  he  traveled  westward  as  far  as  Linn 
County,  Iowa,  and  remained  two  j^ears  at  Marion, 
following  His  trade.  He  then  started  for  Kansas,  but 
stopped  in  Nodaway  County,  Mo.  He  was  deter- 
mined to  settle  in  this  State,  however,  and  in  1858 
came  to  the  then  Territor}'  and  located  on  land  in 
Charleston  Township.  After  tiling  his  claim  he  re- 
turned to  Missouri,  and  in  1860  brought  his  family, 
consisting  of  his  wife  and  three  children,  to  their 
new  home.  The  journey  was  made  with  an  ox 
team  and  the  house  to  which  thej'  came  was  a  rude 
cabin  without  a  floor.  Leaving  the  family  domiciled 
here,  Mr.  Bond  returned  to  Missouri  for  his  cattle 
and  goods.  An  attempt  was  made  to  jump  his 
claim,  but  Mrs.  Bond  gave  the  man  100  pounds  of 
flour  and  about  a  half  barrel  of  whisky,  in  consid- 
eration of  which  he  left  her  in  peace  and  departed 
for  Pike's  Peak.  The  claim  jumper  was  the  only 
white  man  Mrs.  Bond  saw  during  her  liusband's 
absence: 

The  original  Kansas  home  of  JNIr.  Bond  occupied 
the  southeast  quarter  of  section  8,  and  contained 
considerable  timber.  It  ivas  improved  and  was  the 
family  home  for  a  number  of  years.  Indians  were 
plenty  in  the  neighborhood  during  their  eail}'  re- 
sidence in  the  county  and  three  times  the  family 
was  driven  from  home  by  the  Cheyennes.  They 
repaired  to  Marysville  for  safety,  returning  to 
their  home  onl}'  after  several  days  of  absence. 
The  Otoe  tribe  was  peaceable  and  members  of  it 
frequently  ate  at  Mr.  Bond's  table.  After  several 
years'  residence  on  the  original  claim,  Mr.  Bond  re- 
moved to  the  place  which  he  now  occupies.  He 
had  about  $100  when  he  came  to  America  and  his 
present  fine  estate  is  the  result  of  unflagging  in- 
dustry and  good    management.     During   the    past 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


1055 


year  he  has  sold  $2, GOO  worth  of  hogs  ami  $5,000 
worth  of  cattle. 

In  1853  Mr.  Bond  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Raehael  Metcalf.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Mas- 
son  and  Hannah  Metoalf,  and  her  birth  took  place 
in  Ashland  Countj',  Ohio,  April  21,  1828.  Her 
parents  were  natives  of  the  Buckeye  State,  and 
descendants  of  old  Maryland  families.  The  fam- 
ily removed  to  Linn  County,  Iowa,  about  two 
years  before  the  daughter's  marriage.  The  union 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bond  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of 
eight  children.  Two  daughters  died  in  childhood. 
Those  now  living  are:  Emma,  wife  of  Barnard 
Graves;  Sarah  A.,  wife  of  Allen  Maiirer;  James, 
Isabelle  and  Arabell  (twins),  and  Allen  W.,  now  at 
home. 

Mrs.  Bond  is  an  active  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Bond,  politically,  is  a 
democrat,  but  in  local  affairs  has  liberal  views, 
and  votes  for  the  man  whom  he  considers  best  fit- 
ted for  the  office  to  which  he  is  nominated. 


^?^EORGE  H.  FULLINGTON,  County  Treas. 
fij  g=  urerof  Clay  County.  The  life  of  a  prominent 
^^4)  man  is  at  all  times  an  interesting  studj' 
and  not  only  maj'  we  read  the  record  of  such  a  one 
with  pleasure,  but  with  profit,  as  setting  forth  the 
results  of  energy  rightly  directed  and  quickness  of 
decision  controlled  by  prudence.  It  is  therefore  a 
matter  of  interest  and  instruction  to  review  brieflj' 
the  life  and  works  of  him  whose  name  introduces 
this  sketch.  Holding  the  office  of  County  Treasurer 
for  the  second  term,  the  fact  of  his  re-election  is 
sufficient  evidence  of  his  established  worth  with  the 
people  of  his  vicinity.  For  the  Inst  twenty-three 
years  he  has  been  an  important  factor  in  the  polit- 
ical and  business  life  of  Clay  County,  and  receives 
merited  respect  from  all  who  know  him.  Socially 
he  and  his  family  occupy  a  conspicuous  position, 
being  leaders  in  all  good  works.  Mrs.  Fullington  is 
a  worthy  and  influential  member  of  the  United  Pres- 
byterian Church,  and  to  the  maintenance  of  that 
church  Mr.  Fullington  contributes  regularly  and 
liberally.       He  is  a  firm  supporter  of  the  principles   | 


of  the  Republican  party,  and  is  numbered  among 
the  Knights  of  Pythias.  lie  owns  a  grain  elevator 
in  Indiana,  and  has  large  farming  interests,  includ- 
ing 300  acres  of  fine  land  in  Clay  County,  adapted 
to  agi-icultural  products  as  well  as  to  stock  raising. 
This  estate  is  used  to  some  extent  as  a  stock  farm, 
and  on   it  high  grades  of  stock  are  raised  and  fed. 

Mr.  Fullington  has  a  worthy  helpmate  in  his  wife, 
who  was  formerly  Miss  M.aggie  Scott,  daughter  of 
Rev.  James  Scott  of  Blaine  Township  (for  further 
parental  history  see  sketch  of  her  father).  The 
wedding  of  our  subject  and  his  wife  was  celebrated 
Sept.  15,  1875,  and  there  have  been  born  to  them 
four  children,  all  living,  and  named  respectively: 
Scott  J.,  who  was  born  Oct.  4,  1878;  Clayton  B., 
Dec.  11,  1880;  Augusta,  in  1884;  and  Lynn  G.,  in 
July,  1888.  Mrs.  Fullington  was  born  in  Illinois,  and 
when  an  infant  was  taken  to  St.  Lawrence  County.N. 
Y.,  and  thence  to  Pennsylvania  at  an  early  da3'.  In 
the  Keystone  State  Mr.  Scott  was  a  minister  of  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church,  but  after  moving  here 
became  interested  in  farming.and  also  preached  up  to 
1 887.  He  made  his  home  on  a  farm  until  his  death  in 
July,  1889,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years.  A  family 
of  eleven  children  had  been  horn  to  him  and  his 
wife.  Mrs.  Fullington  inherits  many  of  the  excellent 
qualities  of  both  parents,  and  is  a  favorite  in  social 
circles,  wliich  she  graces  by  her  varied  accomplish- 
ments and  charming  disposition.  However,  like 
all  good  women,  she  is  seen  to  best  advantage  in 
the  midst  of  the  home  circle,  where  her  affections 
are  centered,  and  to  the  interests  of  which  she  de- 
votes her  life. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  John  T,  Fullington, 
a  native  of  Vermont,  where  his  father  was  one  of 
the  early  settlers  of  Cambridge,  Lamoille  County. 
John  T.  was  born  in  1805,  and  is  living  at  present 
on  the  farm  where  his  entire  life  has  been  passed. 
He  married  Miss  Betsey  Balch,  and  the  only  child 
born  to  them  was  our  subject,  who  was  born 
in  Cambridge,  Lamoille  Co.,  Yt..  July  12,  18-16. 
When  George  H.  was  only  two  and  one-half  years 
old  his  mother  passed  to  her  final  rest,  and  his  fa- 
ther married  agiun.  Our  subject  passed  his  boy- 
hood with  his  father  and  remained  at  home  until  he 
was  twenty  j-ears  of  age,  receiving  a  good  practical 
education  in  his  native  county,  but    never   going 
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further  than  twenty  miles  from  the  homestead  during 
all  this  time.  His  first  trip  was  made  to  Kansas  in 
1866,  and  upon  reaching  the  State  he  stopped  for 
a  short  period  in  Riley  County,  where  he  engaged  in 
teaching  school  for  one  term.  He  purchased  school 
land  in  Clay  County,  and  also  160  acres  on  the 
present  site  of  Wakefield,  his  farm  comprising  240 
acres  of  land,  partially  improved  and  having  on  it 
an  old  log  cabin  which  served  as  a  shelter  from  the 
elements  and  wild  animals.  When  our  subject  settled 
on  this  homestead,  his  nearest  neighbor  was  four 
miles  west,  and  for  two  years  he  remained  on  his 
claim,  improving  it  gradu.ally,  until  he  was  able  to 
sell  at  a  fair  profit;  he  then  bought  another  farm, 
where  he  located  and  lived  for  a  year  .ilone.  Then 
he  determined  to  change  his  solitary  condition ; 
accordingly,  he  was  united  in  marriage  Feb.  10, 
1868,  with  Miss  Emma  Walbridge,  who  lived  only 
a  little  more  than  two  years  after  marriage. 

Residing  for  a  time  at  Milford  and  also  in  Re- 
publican City,  our  subject  was  engaged  in  the  gen- 
eral mercantile  business  in  the  latter  city  for  a 
year.  It  was  at  that  period  of  the  county  history 
a  thriving  town,  and  contained  more  residences 
than  Clay  Center,  but  the  Latter  place  being  made 
the  county  seat,  of  course  from  that  time  Republican 
City  lost  its  business  influence,  though  it  had  been 
beaten  in  the  contest  by  only  one  vote.  When  the 
bridge  was  built  in  1875,  Mr.  Fullington  saw  that 
his  prosperity  in  life  demanded  that  he  should 
change  his  location,  and  he  therefore  crossed  the 
river  to  Clay  Centre,  and  engaged  in  general  mer- 
chandising. He  bought  out  and  established  a  good 
book  and  stationery  store,  which  was  the  first  of 
any  note  in  the  city,  and  was  continued  in  the  post- 
office.  Mr.  Fullington  was  also  engaged  in  the 
furniture  and  undertaking  business,  and  was  for 
two  years  the  only  undertaker  in  the  town,  having 
bought  out  all  the  others.  He  continued  to  engage  in 
this  business  until  his  election  in  1886  as  Treasurer 
of  Clay  County,  since  which  time  he  has  given  his 
sole  attention  to  the  duties  of  his  office. 

Having  been  appointed  County  Commissioner 
in  1880  to  fill  a  vacancy,  so  well  did  our  subject 
discharge  the  duties  of  the  position  that  the  follow- 
ing year  he  was  elected  for  a  second  term  by  the 
unanimous  vote  of  the  citizens.      He,  however,  re- 


fused to  accept  another  nomination  on  account  of 
other  duties.  Mr.  Fullington  has  also  been  a  member 
of  the  council  for  several  terms,  serving  with 
characteristic  zeal  and  enterprise.  To  him  not  less 
than  to  others,  Clay  County  is  indebted  in  a  large 
measure  for  its  prosperity  and  high  standing  among 
the  counties  of  Kansas. 


OGENS  NELSON.  The  lands  across  the  sea 
have  given  many  worthy  citizens  to  Amer- 
ica, and  the  agricultural  districts  in  Kansas 
have  taken  a  fair  share.  Whatever  pleas 
are  raised  in  our  large  cities  in  opposition  to  foreign 
immigration,  the  intelligent  observer  in  farming 
regions  must  confess  that  no  better  citizens  of  the 
rural  districts  can  be  found  than  those  who  have 
come  from  beyond  the  Atlantic. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  belongs  to  the 
class  just  noted.  He  was  born  in  Jyland,  Denmark, 
April  14,  1842,  being  a  son  of  Nels  Sorrenson.  In 
accord.ance  with  the  custom  of  his  native  land,  his 
surname  is  made  up  of  his  father's  given  name  with 
"son"  attached.  He  received  a  thorough  common- 
school  education  in  his  own  language.  In  company 
with  his  sister,  Carrie  Nelson,  he  came  to  the 
United  St.ates  in  1869.  A  brother,  Jacob  Nelsou, 
had  come  to  this  country  three  years  before,  and 
was  living  in  Bremer  Count}',  Iowa.  There  our 
subject  spent  a  year. 

In  1870,  Air.  Nelson  came  to  Kansas  and  located 
in  Washington  County.  He  filed  a  claim  to  a 
tract  of  land  in  Strawberry  Township,  upon  which 
he  proved  up  under  the  Homestead  Act,  in  1875. 
In  that  year  he  visited  his  old  home,  to  see  his 
mother,  who  has  since  died.  Returning  to  America 
the  year  of  the  Centennial  Exposition  at  Philadel- 
j  phia.  Pa.,  he  visited  that  exhibition.  Coming  on 
I  West  he  stopped  in  Iowa,  where  he  was  employed 
on  the  Burlington  &  Missouri  River  Railroad,  be- 
tween Council  Bluffs  and  Burlington,  for  a  year 
and  a  half.  He  then  returned  to  his  homestead  in 
this  county,  all  of  which  has  been  put  under  the 
plow.  The  farm  is  well  fenced,  there  being  about 
one  mile  of  hedge,  and  the  rest  under  wire  fence. 
The  dwelling  is  a  well  built  frame  structure,  neatly 
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furnished,  and  presided  over  bj-  an  excellent  house- 
wife. An  abundance  of  sliade  is  furnished  by  200 
forest  trees,  which  have  been  planted  near  the 
house.  The  apple  orchard  contains  150  trees,  and 
there  is  also  a  variety  of  small  fruits.  The  estate 
is  carefully  and  intelligently  managed,  and  is  an 
attractive  rural  home. 

In  1881,  Mr.  Nelson  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Anna  Hough.  The  bride  is  a  daughter  of 
Benjamin  Hough,  who  two  years  previously  had  re- 
moved from  Illinois  to  this  State,  settling  in  Cole- 
man Township  (then  Mill  Creek  Township).  The 
iTcent  death  of  Mr.  Hough  has  thrown  his  estate 
into  the  hands  of  his  daughter,  and  it  will  hereafter 
be  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nelson.  It  is  located 
on  section  34,  and  has  been  particularly  well  im- 
proved. The  dwelling  is  a  large,  elegant  stone 
house,  and  large  orchards,  groves,  etc.,  beautifj' the 
estate. 

Mr.  Nelson  is  a  Republican,  and  when  he  thinks 
it  for  the  good  of  the  people,  takes  an  active  part 
in  public  affairs.  He  was  educated  in  the  Lutheran 
faith,  but  attends  a  neighborhood  organization, 
with  a  large  Sundaj'-school,  which  is  supported  by 
those  of  various  beliefs.  Mrs.  Nelson  belongs  to 
the  Baptist  Church.  Both  are  possessed  of  sterling 
characters,  intelligent  minds  and  cordial  manners, 
and  are  among  the  best  citizens  of  the  county. 


J'^  ACOB  P:NGERT.  The  farming  and  stock- 
1  raising  interests  of  Blaine  Township,  Clay 
i  County,  acknowledge  a  worthy  representa- 
'  five  in  lliis  substantial  citizen  who  may  be 
usually  found  at  his  headquarters  on  section  29. 
Hero  he  has  a  well-tilled  farm,  160  acres  in  extent, 
where  he  has  effected  good  improvements  and  laid 
up  for_himself  the  wherewithal  to  comfort  him  in 
his  declining  years.  He  was  born  in  Hesse  Darm- 
stadt, Germany,  March  9,  1836.  and  is  the  son  of 
Jacob,  .Sr.,  and  Catherine  (Nickel)  Engert,  who 
were  likevvise  of  pure  German  birth  and  ancestry. 
When  about  nine  years  old.  Mr.  Engert  crossed 
the  Atlantic  with  his  parents,  on  a  sailing  vessel 
bound    from    Antwerp    to    New  York    City.     The 


voyage  occupied  five  weeks  and  a  few  days,  and 
soon  after  landing  upon  terra  firma,  the  family 
made  their  way  to  the  vicinity  of  Cleveland,  Ohio. 
The  father  carried  on  farming  a  number  of  years, 
then  moved  into  the  city,  where  he  and  his  estima- 
ble wife  spent  their  last  days.  Jacob  was  the  only 
son,  and  has  two  sisters  living — Elizabeth,  the  wife 
of  A.  Alten,  of  Blaine  Township,  and  Eva.  Mrs. 
Philip  Rose. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  spent  his  early  years 
on  the  farm  in  the  Buckeye  State  and  received  a  fair 
education  both  in  English  and  German.  He  was  a 
youth  who  kept  his  eyes  open  to  what  was  going 
on  around  him  in  the  world,  and  grew  up  with  a 
fair  idea  of  business  as  well  as  farming.  He  re- 
mained a  bachelor  until  past  twenty-nine  years  old 
and  was  then  married  Sept.  18,  1865,  in  Ohio,  to 
Miss  Catherine  Engert,  a  native  of  his  own  Prov- 
ince in  Germany,  and  the  daughter  of  Philip  and 
Eva  (Schader)  Engert.  This  union  resulted  in  the 
birth  of  six  children,  two  of  whom — Jacob  and 
I  Anthony — died  at  tiie  ages  of  eight  and  two  yeai-s 
respectively.  Catherine  is  the  wife  of  J.  P.  Bisen- 
ius;  Philip,  Henry  and  .lacob  remain  at  home 
with  their  parents. 

Shortly  after  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eng- 
ert settled  down  in  a  snug  little  home  in  the  city 
of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  for  twelve  years  thereafter 
Mr.  Engert  operated  as  a  teamster  in  the  employ  of 
I  one  firm.  Finally  deciding  to  seek  his  fortune  in 
the  farther  AVest,  he,  in  1878,  disposing  of  his  in- 
terests in  tlie  Buckej^e  State,  came  with  his  family 
to  Kansas  and  settled  on  his  present  farm  in  Cla^' 
County.  Here  he  has  operated  with  genuine  Ger- 
man thrift  and  prudence,  and  has  been  uniformly 
successful.  Besides  the  land  which  he  occupies, 
he  has  a  half  interest  in  246  acres  in  Riley  County. 
He  has  been  principally  the  architect  of  his  own 
fortune,  accumulating  his  possessions  by  industry 
and  perseverance.  He  made  it  a  rule  at  the  begin- 
ning to  live  within  his  income,  and  has  followed 
this  wise  resolve  with  the  results  which  we  now  be- 
hold. He  is  a  man  prompt  to  meet  his  obligation 
and  one  whose  word  is  considered  as  good  .as  his 
bond. 

Politically,  Mr.  Engert  is  independent,  aiming 
to  support  principles  rather  than  men.     He  and  his 
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estimable  wife  have  laliored  hand  iu  hand  in  the 
accmnulation  of  their  property,  and  are  now  in  the 
enjoyment  of  the  fruits  of  their  industry.  They 
have  made  many  friends  since  tlicir  sojourn  in  tliis 
State,  and  Mr.  Engert  as  a  citizen  has  acquitted 
himself  with  credit. 

Mrs.  Engert  was  born  Jlarch  29,  1846.  and  was 
next  to  the  eldest  daughter  of  her  parents,  with 
whom  she  emigrated  to  America  when  a  maiden  of 
sixteen  years.  The  family  took  passage  o.n  a  sail- 
ing vessel  at  the  port  of  Havre,  France,  and  landed 
in  New  York  City  after  a  voyage  of  fifty-six  days. 
Thence  they  proceeded  shortly  afterward  to  Will- 
iamsburg, N.  Y.,  and  from  there  journeyed  over- 
land to  Cleveland,  Ohio.  The  father  came  to  Clay 
County,  this  State,  and  died  Jan.  21,  1884.  'Ihe 
mother  is  still  living  and  makes  lier  home  in  Cleve- 
land. 


-^^^^ 


/^^  TOVER  MOON.  There  are  few  residents 
^^^  of  the  little  city  of  Green,  Clay  Cr)unty, 
liL^UP  unfamiliar  with  the  name  of  Mr.  Moon, 
who  came  to  this  place  in  the  spring  of 
1883  and  erected  the  first  blacksmith  shop  in  the 
town.  This  he  has  since  successfully  conducted 
and  has  one  of  the  best  equipped  establishments  in 
Cla^'  County,  for  doing  all  kinds  of  work,  either 
wood  or  iron.  To  his  genius  as  a  natural  mechanic, 
has  been  added  a  long  experience,  and  it  is  con- 
ceded that  he  is  the  most  skillful  workman  in  this 
part  of  the  country.  He  occupies  one  of  the  best 
residences  in  the  village,  and  also  has  a  snug  farm 
of  eighty  acres  north  of  it.  Financiall}',  he  is 
well-to-do,  and  as  a  citizen  is  held  in  high  esteem. 
Clinton  County,  Ohio,  was  the  early  traniping- 
ground  of  our  subject,  and  where  his  birtli  took 
place  June  27,  1851.  In  the  spring  of  1852,  his 
parents,  Iillihu  and  Mary  (Barr)  Moon,  disposing  of 
their  interests  in  the  Buckeye  State,  set  out  for  the 
Far  West,  and  settled  first  in  Indiana,  then  in  Illi- 
nois, then  in  Iowa,  then  in  Missouii  for  the  winter 
of  1857-8,  and  in  1858  they  came  to  Kilcy  County, 
tliis  State.  They  landed  at  the  mcuUi  of  Fnnc}' 
Creek  on  the  10th  of  M.ay,  on  the  [jnsent  site  of 
the  town  of    Uaiidolpli,   afterward    locating  about 


two  miles  above  at  the  mouth  of  Walnut  Creek,  be- 
fore land  in  that  section  wns  on  the  njarket,  and 
while  Kansas  was  still  a  Territorjr.  They  made  their 
advent  in  this  region  with  an  old  wagon  drawn 
by  a  yoke  of  oxen,  and  besides  this,  their  capital 
consisted  of  an  ax  and  a  few  articles  of  clothing 
and  household  effects,  together  with  a  family  of 
three  children.  The  father  borrowed  money  in 
order  to  enter  land,  which  he  sold  to  paj'  it  back. 
He  then  located  under  a  "squatter's"  claim  and  held 
it  until  the  enactment  of  the  Homestead  Law,  when 
he  procured  a  title  to  it  and  still  occupies  it. 

When  the  father  of  our  subject  first  settled  in 
Kansas,  the  nearest  mill  was  at  Grasshopper  Falls, 
to  which  place  he  conveyed  his  wheat  and  corn  for 
grinding.  His  nearest  trading  points  were  Atchi- 
son and  Leavenworth.  Upon  the  present  site  of 
Manhattan,  there  stood  about  three  houses.  A 
drouth  in  1860  (there  being  no  moisture  of  any 
consequence  from  the  15th  of  May  until  in  the 
winter,)  destroyed  nearly  all  vegetation,  and  the 
elder  Moon,  in  companj'  with  G.  D.  and  K.  P.  Spur- 
riers, neighbors,  set  out  for  Leavenworth  with  an 
ox-team  where  the}'  procured  100  pounds  of  fiour 
each,  from  the  agency  which  was  disbursing  pro- 
visions to  the  sufferers.  Indians  still  lingered  in 
this  region,  but  aside  from  a  little  stealing.  the_y  did 
not  molest  the  settlers.  The  first  school  was  estab- 
lished about  1  865,  in  a  private  house  and  conducted 
on  the  subscription  plan,  and  in  this  Stover  Moon 
obtained  his  first  book  knowledge.  The  following 
winter  the  neighbors  got  together  and  put  up  a  log 
shanty,  about  13x16  feet  in  dimensions,  and  digni- 
fied it  by  the  name  of -'school-house."  The  floor  and 
roof  were  of  puncheon,  the  latter  covered  with  hay 
and  dirt  to  keep  out  the  rain  and  cold.  The  seats 
were  constructed  of  the  same  material  with  rude 
wooden  pins  for  legs,  and  the  desks  were  made  of 
plank,  supported  against  the  wall  also  with  wooden 
pins. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  thus  spent  his  boy- 
hood and  youth  amid  the  wild  scenes  of  pioneer 
life  until  after  the  outbreak  of  the  Indian  War.  In 
September,  1868,  he  enlisted  in  Compaii}'  K,  19th 
Kansas  Cavalry,  (mustered  inat  Topeka.)  soon  after 
which  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  intercept  Gen. 
Custer,  who  was    then   at  Camp    Supplies,  in    the 
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Indian  Territory.  The  expedition  was  conducted 
liy  a  scout,  who  either  got  lost  or  ran  awa^v,  leav- 
ing the  regiment  on  the  plains  without  food  or  a 
sjuide.  The3-  subsisted  several  days  on  buffalo 
meat  and  haekherries,  and  after  ten  days  found 
their  way  totlieir  destination,  after  Gen.  Custer  had 
given  them  up  and  gone  on  a  cruise  and  returned 
soon  after.  Then  the  19th  was  ordered  with  him  on 
another  expedition  into  Texas.  There  Mr.  Moon, 
with  120  others,  was  held  about  three  months.  In 
Jlarch,  1869,  his  company  was  sent  as  guard  with 
Custer's  command  to  a  supply  train,  which  inter- 
cepted them  at  a  point  on  the  Washitaw  River,  near 
tlie  northern  line  of  Texas.  About  a  weeii  later 
the  regiment  returned  to  camp  and  thence  were  sent 
Ft.  Hayes,  soon  after  which  they  were  discharged. 
In  tiie  beginning  this  regiment  was  organized  to 
rescue  two  ladies,  who  had  been  captured  by  the 
Indians  on  the  Solomon  River  in  tlie  summer  of 
1868.  The}'  were  rescued  in  Texas,  the  March 
following,  and  returned    to  their  friends  in  safety. 

In  the  fall  of  1869,  Mr.  Moon  returned  to  Wash- 
ington County,  Kansas.  He  homesteaded  160 
acres  of  land  on  section  26,  Sherman  Township,  and 
kept  bachelor's  hall  until  the  following  summer. 
In  the  meantime  he  had  been  making  prepara- 
tions for  a  life  partner,  and  on  tlie  16th  of  July, 
1871,  was  wedded  to  Miss  Edwina  Noble.  Thej- 
lived  on  that  place  until  the  spring  of  1876,  then 
Mr.  Moon  removed  to  Peach  Creek  and  opened  a 
blacksmith  shop,  which,  with  its  contents,  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire  al)out  two  years  later.  He  next 
removed  to  Palmer,  where  he  built  a  shop  which  he 
conducted  until  September,  1881,  then,  selling  out, 
repaired  to  St.  Louis  and  worked  in  a  macliine 
shop  until  April,  1882.  Then  returning  to  Kansas, 
he  emp!o_yed  himself  as  a  carpenter  at  Fancy  Creek 
until  the  spring  of  1883,  when  he  became  a  resi- 
dent of  Cireen,  where  lie  h.as  since  remained. 

Mrs.  Edwina  (Noble)  Moon  was  born  in  Iowa 
:ni(l  was  the  daughter  of  Obed  and  Susan  Noble, 
who  are  now  living  in  Riley  County,  Kan.  Of 
this  union  there  were  born  three  children — -Willard 
D..  Irene  and  Elton.  Mrs.  Edwina  Moon  obtained 
a  divorce  from  the  subject  of  this  sketch  on  the 
Gth  of  April,  1883,  in  Washington  County.  The 
present  wife  of  our  subject,  to  whom    he  was  mar- 


ried Jan.  1,  1884,  was  formerly  Miss  Henrietta 
Clark.  She  was  born  in  Wells  County,  Ind.,  in 
1857,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Robert  and  Olive- 
Clark?  the  mother  now  lives  in  Clay  County,  Kan. 
Of  this  marriage  there  are  two  children — Una 
Leona  and  Lavernia  A.  Mr.  Moon  is  a  charter  mem- 
ber of  Highland  Lodge,  No.  296,  A.  F.  ct  A.  M. 
at  Green  and  politically,  supports  the  principles 
of  the  Republican  jiarty. 

,^^\  ICHAEL  JONES,  late  of  Mulberry  Town- 
shii).  Clay  County,  was  born  in  Lincoln 
County,  Ky.,  Oct.  16,  1816,  and  departed 
this  life  at  his  home  in  the  above-mentioned 
township,  July  12,  1889.  He  was  of  Southern  an- 
tecedents, his  father,  James  Jones,  having  been  a 
native  of  Kentucky,  wheie  he  was  reared  and  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Sarah  Jones  (no  relative)  a  native  of 
his  own  county.  James  Jones  prosecuted  farming 
in  the  Blue  Grass  region  until  1837,  then,  disposing 
of  his  worldly  possessions  in  Kentucky,  removed 
with  his  family  across  the  Mississippi  into  Randolph 
County,  Mo.  He  settled  there  on  a  new  tract  of 
land,  from  which  he  opened  up  a  good  farm,  and 
there  with  his  estimable  wife  spent  the  remainder  of 
his  days,  his  death  taking  place,  July  4,  1840,  when 
he  was  a  little  past  fifty  years  old.  Mrs.  Jones  sur- 
vived her  husband  the  long  period  of  thirty-three 
years,  remaining  a  widow,  and  passing  away  in  De- 
cember, 1 873,  at  the  advanced  age  of  over  eighty 
years.  Both  had  been  members  of  the  Old  School 
Baptist  Church  from  childhood.  James  Jones,  i)o- 
litically,  was  a  Henry  Clay  Democrat,  and  a  man 
yjrominent  in  local  politics. 

The  subject  of  this  .sketch  was  the  third  child  of 
his  parents,  whose  family  consisted  of  three  sons 
and  two  daughters,  all  born  and  nearly  all  reared  in 
Kentucky-.  He  accompanied  his  parents  to  Mis- 
souri, and  was  married  in  Boone  County,  July  4. 
1844.  to  Miss  Martha  Sweeney.  This  lady,  like 
himself,  was  a  native  of  Kentucky,  and  was  born  in 
Washington  County,  April  3,  1813.  Her  parents 
were  Daniel  and  Elizabeth  (Jones)  Sweeney,  na- 
tives respectivel}-,  of  Virginia  and  South  Carolina. 
Thej'  removed  to  Kentuckj',  and  were  married   in 
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Lincoln  County,  after  which  they  located  upon  a 
farm  in  Washington  Countj',  and  Mr.  Sweeney  also 
engaged  in  blacksmithing.-  They  remained  there 
until  after  the  birth  of  their  ten  children,  five  sons 
and  five  daughters,  and  tiien,  in  1837,  set  out  for  the 
Southwest,  locating  in  Boone  County,  Mo.,  during 
its  pioneer  days.  The  father  died  many  years  later, 
at  the  home  of  one  of  liis  daughters,  Eliza,  in  Ran- 
dolph County,  in  October,  1851.  His  remains  were 
removed  to  Boone  County  for  burial.  He  was 
then  sevent.y-six  years  old.  He  was  a  consistent 
member  of  the  Regular  Baptist  Church,  in  which 
he  had  officiated  as  Deacon.  He  bore  an  irreproach- 
able reputation  for  honesty  and  integrity,  and  was 
highly  respected  by  his  fellow-citizens.  The  wife 
and  mother  had  died  at  Washington  County,  Ky., 
Oct.  7,  1833,  prior  to  the  removal  of  the  family  to 
Missouri,  at  the  age  of  fifty-two  years;  her  remains 
were  laid  to  rest  in  Hillsboro  cemetery,  near  the 
church  of  which  she  was  a  member. 

Mrs.  Jones  and  her  brother  Harvey  are  the  only 
survivors  of  the  family,  and  the  latter  is  living  on 
a  farm  in  Marion  County,  Ky.  All  the  children  re- 
ceived careful  home  training,  and  Mrs,  Jones  re- 
mained with  her  father  eleven  years  after  the  death 
of  her  mother,  assisting  him  in  taking  care  of  the 
younger  children,  and  looking  after  the  household 
.iffairs.  Of  her  union  with  Micliael  Jones,  wliich 
occurred  July  4,  1844,  there  were  born  five  chil- 
dren, one  of  whom,  a  son,  Alonzo,  died  at  the  age 
of  eleven  years  and  four  months.  The  survivors 
are  recorded  as  follows:  Amanda  H.  is  the  wife  of 
Thomas  Earnest,  a  stock  dealer  of  Ft.  Collins,  Colo. ; 
Melissa  married  Paul  Thorpe,  and  lives  on  a  farm 
in  Custer  Count}',  South  Dakota;  Denitia  W.  mar- 
ried James  Earnest,  and  they  are  living  at  Sun 
Dance  in  W^'oming  Territory ;  Matilda  is  the  widow 
of  Edward  Mayes,  and  resides  at  Raw  Hide,  Wy. 
The  household  circle  includes  a  foster  child,  Hattie 
^lason,  who  remains  with  Mrs.  Jones. 

After  their  marriage,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jones  so- 
journed a  few  years  in  Missouri  and  Texas,  and 
later  went  into  Nebraska.  Upon  coming  to  Kan- 
sas they  settled  first  in  Riley  County,  whence  in 
1860  they  removed  to  Colorado,  on  a  stream  called 
Cache  La  Poudre,  thence  to  Cheyenne,  W}-.,  and 
thence  in  1877,  to  Clay  County,  this   State.     Mr. 


Jones  purchased  600  acres  of  land  in  Mulberry 
Township.  For  thirty-five  years  he  was  extensively 
engaged  in  stock-raising,  becoming  verj-  successful 
as  a  breeder.  Since  his  death,  Mrs.  Jones  has  man- 
aged the  farm  with  rare  ability,  preserving  its  old- 
time  reputation  as  one  of  the  most  valuable  estates 
along  the  Northern  line  of  Clay  County.  Mr. 
Jones  did  not  meddle  with  political  affairs,  but 
voted  independently,  aiming  to  support  the  men 
whom  lie  considered  best  qualified  to  serve  the  in- 
terests of  the  people. 

A  handsome  lithographic  portrait  of  Mr.  Jones 
is  shown  on  another  page.  He  was  neither  a  very 
early  settler  nor  a  life-long  resident  of  Cla^'  County, 
but  such  was  his  fidelity  to  business,  and  his  nobil- 
ity of  character,  that  older  settlers  stood  no  higher 
in  public  esteem  than  he. 


u 


ILLIAM  ROGERS.  Tiie  name  of  this 
gentleman  is  familiar  to  most  of  the  resi- 
W^  dents  along  the  eastern  line  of  Washington 
County,  he  being  located  on  a  fine  farm  in  Barnes 
Townsliip,  comprising  200  acres  of  land  on  section 
1 2.  Thorough  and  enterprising  as  an  agriculturist, 
he  is  likewise  efficient  and  capable  as  a  business  man , 
and  forms  one  of  the  leading  men  of  his  commu- 
nity and  one  who  has  since  his  residence  here  been 
devoted  to  its  best  interests.  He  has  brought  his 
land  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  improved 
it  with  substantial  buildings,  while  he  avails  himself 
of  modern  machiner}'  in  the  tilling  of  the  soil  and 
keeps  himself  well  posted  upon  the  improvements 
of  the  day  connected  with  his  calling.  He  occupies 
no  secondary  position  in  his  community  and  is  a 
favorite,  both  in  social  and  business  circles. 

A  native  of  Devonshire,  England,  Mr.  Rogers 
was  born  March  24,  1844,  and  is  the  son  of  John 
and  Elizabeth  (Meagher)  Rogers  who  were  likewise 
natives  of  that  country  and  of  pure  English  stock. 
The  father  was  born  about  1814,  and  in  early  man- 
hood learned  the  trade  of  a  stone  cutter  which  lie 
followed  there  mostly  until  1850.  Then,  not  being 
satisfied  with  his  condition  or  his  prospects,  he  re- 
solved upon  emigrating  to  America  and  after  a  safe 
vo^'age  landed  in  New  York  City  where  he  located 
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aiifl  worked  at  his  trade  for  seven  j'e.irs.  In  1857 
he  removed  to  Rockford,  111.,  where  he  has  since 
lived  and  has  operated  quite  extensively  as  a  stone 
cutter  and  contractor.  He  is  in  good  circumstances, 
financially,  among  his  worldly  possessions  being  a 
good  farm  in  Winnebago  County,  111.  He  is  num- 
bered among  the  substantial  men  of  his  community 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  (Meagher)  Rogers,  the  mother  of 
t)nr  subject,  was  born  in  England  about  1825,  and 
died  in  Rockford,  111.,  about  1872.  There  were 
born  to  her  and  her  husband  five  children,  viz :  Anna 
M..  William,  Jane,  Elizabetli,  and  John  H.  The 
subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  second  child  and  lived 
in  New  York  City  with  his  parents  until  ten  years 
old.  going  then  with  them  to  Rockford  111.,  where 
he  completed  a  common  -  school  education.  Later 
he  worked  with  his  father  at  stone  cutting  and  also 
became  familiar  with  farming  pursuits.  After  the 
outbreak  of  the  Civil  War,  he  in  1862  enlisted  as 
a  private  in  Company  E,  74th  Illinois  Infantry  and 
participated  in  all  the  battles  fought  by  the  Army 
of  the  Cumberland.  He  was  also  in  the  Georgia 
campaign  under  the  command  of  Gen.  Sherman  and 
at  Resaca  was  slightly  wounded.  He  participated 
in  the  battles  of  Nashville.  Stone  River  and  Frank 
lin,  Tenn.,  and  remained  with  his  regiment  until 
after  the  close  of  the  war,  being  mustered  out  and 
honorably  discharged  at  Nashville,  Tenn.,  in  ISfio. 

Mr.  Rogers  now  returned  to  Rockford,  111.,  where 
he  remained  until  1869.  We  next  find  him 
west  of.  the  Mississippi  in  Marysville,  this  State, 
near  which  he  began  farming  and  carried  on  agri- 
culture extensively  in  Marshall  County  until  1886, 
Desides  dealing  in  lands,  live  stock,  etc.  During 
the  j'ear  mentioned  he  came  to  his  present  place 
and  here,  as  before,  has  prosecuted  farming  and 
stock-raising  with  great  success.  He  has  effected 
many  improvements  upon  his  place  since  coming 
here  and  is  considered  one  of  the  most  enterprising 
men  in  Washington  Count_y.  He  is  prudent  and 
cautious  in  all  his  dealings,  keeping  strictly  within 
the  bounds  of  honesty,  and  a  man  whose  word  is 
considered  as  good  as  his  bond. 

Mr.  Rogers'  possessions  have  been  accumulated  b}- 
his  own  unflagging  industry,  while  he  has  made  it  the 
rule  of  his  life  to  live  within  his  income,  adhering 
to  the  maxim  that  if  the  pennies  are  properly  looked 


after,  the  dollars  will  take  care  of  themselves.  Polit- 
ically, like  his  honored  father,  '.u  supports  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Republican  part}%  and  sociallj',  is  a 
member  in  good  standing  of  the  G.  A.  R.  Post  at 
Barnes. 

The  marriage  of  William  Rogers  and  Miss  Mar}- 
E.  Gallagher,  of  Linn  ville.  111.,  was  celebrated  at  the 
bride's  home  Jan.  8,  1868.  Mrs.  Rogers  was  born  in 
1849,  in  Pennsylvania,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Ben- 
jamin and  Jane  Gallagher.  This  union  resulted  in  the 
birth  of  four  children,  viz:  Jenny,  Lulu.  Mabel  and 
Willie.  ]\Irs.  Mary  E.  Rogers  departed  this  life  at 
her  iiome  in  Marshall  County,  Kan.,  in  September, 
1880.  Mr.  Rogers  in  April,  1884,  contracted  a 
second  marriage  with  Miss  Eliza  Burke  of  Marshall 
Count}',  this  State.  This  lady  was  born  Aug.  30, 
1857  in  Kansas  and  is  a  daughter  of  Philip  and  Eliza 
(Andrews)  Burke.  Of  this  union  there  have  been 
born  two  children — ^Clarenceaud  Grace.  The  home- 
stead in  all  its  appliances  is  suggestive  of  refined 
tastes  and  ample  means,  and  forms  a  pleasant  pic- 
ture of  quiet  country  life  which  is  delightful  to 
contemplate. 

'    ooo    ' 

!5)USTAVE  A.  PETERSON.  Too  much  praise 
cannot  be  bestowed  upon  those,  who,  coming 
to  this  county  poor    in   purse   and  without 
i    home  or  friends,  save  the  dependent  ones  accom- 
1    pan3ing  them,    have  yet  overcome  all    obstacles, 
I    hewed  down  seemingly  impassable  barriers  between 
them   and  the  goal  of  success,  and   finally  have  ob- 
I    tained  worldly  prosperity,  while  at  the  same  time, 
j    the}"  have  gained    the  respect   of  those  who  know 
j    them  by  their  uprightness  of   character  and  honor- 
able dealing  with  all    men.     Thus  we  take  pleasure 
in  recording  a  few  of  the  most  important  events  in 
the  life  of  Mr.   Peterson,   who,  coming  here  poor, 
has  gained  the  respect  of  his    fellow-citizens,  both 
by   business  management  and  the  many  admirable 
traits  of  disposition  which  he  possesses.    Generous, 
pleasant  in  conversation,  shrewd  in  business,  active 
in  all  good  works,   he   is  an   important  member  of 
the  political  and  social    world    in   Sherman  Town- 
ship, where  he  has  a  fine  farm  located  on  section  8. 
Born  in  the  central   part  of  Sweden,  March   25, 
1    1833,  Mr.  Peterson  was   reared   in  the  faith  of  the 
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Lutheran  ChurcL,  of  which  his  parents,  Peter  and 
Anna  Berl^roat,  were  members  in  good  standing,  as 
were  their  ancestors  as  far  as  known.  Passing  his 
youth  in  a  manner  similar  to  the  boys  of  this  coun- 
try and  day,  our  subject  arrived  at  man's  estate, 
and  then  prepared  to  form  home  ties  of  his  own.  His 
wife,  with  whom  he  was  united  In  marriage  in  Octo- 
ber, 1855,  was  in  girlhood  days.  Miss  Anna  Char- 
lotte Munson,  daughter  of  Jonas  and  Anna  IMunsou. 
For  a  few  years  following  their  marriage  our  sub- 
ject and  his  wife  lived  in  Sweden,  where  two  sons 
and  one  daughter  were  born  to  them. 

Hearing  much  of  the  prospects  the  land  beyond 
the  sea  offered  to  the  poor  of  other  countries.  Mr. 
Peterson  decided  to  seek  in  the  New  World  what  he 
was  unable  to  gain  in  his  native  land,  namely,  a 
comfortable  home  for  his  children,  and  provision 
against  want  when  old  age  forbade  further  labor. 
In  the  spring  of  1871,  the  famil3'  made  the  voya,ge 
in  a  .steamship,  landing  in  Quebec,  tlience  coming  di- 
rect to  Moline,  111.  After  stopping  in  that  place 
for  a  week,  they  proceeded  to  Monroe  County,  Iowa, 
where  our  subject  worked  on  a  railroad  for  two 
years,  and  thus  saved  enough  to  come  to  Kansas 
and  homestead  160  acres,  comprising  his  present 
home. 

Upon  his  arrival  in  Clay  County,  Mr.  Peterson 
made  a  dugout,  where  he  and  his  family  lived  for 
seven  years,  during  which  time  he  was  making  im- 
provements constantly,  planting  forest  trees,  a  few 


while  the  whole  is  enclosed  by  good  fences.  A  v.al- 
uable  part  of  the  farm  is  an  orchard  of  about  forty 
trees,  which  annually  yields  bountiful  harvests  of 
rich  fruits. 

A  family  of  four  children  came  to  bless  the  home 
of  Mr.Peterson  and  his  wife,  viz.:  Kate.wife  of  Clar- 
ence Aber,  a  resident  of  Sherman  township;  Charlie, 
John  and  Anna,  who  are  under  the  parental  roof  and 
are  receiving  such  education  as  will  prepare  them  for 
whatsoever  station  in  life  they  are  called  upon  to  fill. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peterson  are  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Church  of  Garfield  Township,  and  he  contributed 
liberally  of  his  means  to  aid  in  the  erection  of  tiie 
present  church  edifice.  Politically,  he  is  in  hearty 
sympath}^  with  the  Republican   party. 


EV.  NICHOLAS  NKUSIUS,  Pastor  of  St. 
John's  Catholic  Church  of  Hanover,  has 
also  under  his  charge  the  Benedictine  school. 
The  congregation  of  St.  John's  was  organ- 
ized in  1869-1870,  among  its  charter  member.-?  be- 
ing W.  Wendel  (who  was  very  prominent  and 
active  in  securing  money),  H.  Hellman.  J.  Ilellm.in. 
G.  Hellman,  John  Schwartz,  H.  Kemper,  E.  Turk. 
A.  Neugebauer.  A  small  church  edifice  was  erected 
some  years  ago  by  Father  Weikman.  Later  Father 
John  Pichler  was  assigned  to  the  charge  and  under 
his  administration  there  were  erected  the  following 


of  which  are  eighteen  inches  thick;  also  different  I  buildings:  The  Sisters' residence  at  a  cost  of  $1,500; 
varieties  of  fruit  trees.  As  success  began  to  smile 
upon  the  efforts  of  tins  industrious  family,  they 
commenced  to  plan  for  their  residence,  which  finally 
was  built,  and  now  stands  as  a  monument  of  what 
can  l)e  accomplished  by  industry,  rightly  directed. 
Adjacent  to  the  bouse,  are  tlie  other  buildings  nec- 
essary to  a  well-regulated  estate,  consisting  of  sta- 
bles, corn-cribs  and  granaries.  During  the  first  two 
years  of  his  life  in  Clay  County,  our  subject 
worked  on  the  railroad,  and  his  wife  would  walk 
four  miles  and  do  a  large  washing,  two  dai's  of  each 
week.  In  this  way  they  obtained  the  money  to 
buy  a  yoke  of  cattle  and  a  plow,  by  means  of  which 
they  broke  the  prairie  and  improved  their  farm. 
Now  he  has  more  than  100  acres  in  a  high  state  of 
cultivation,  with  pastures,    meadows   and   timber, 


the  church  in  1878,  costing  $30,000;  the  school- 
house,  $2,500  and  the  priest's  residence,  $2,000 — 
making  a  total  of  $36,000  thus  expended.  They 
are  all  in  good  repair.  Father  Neusius  has  for  his 
assistant  a  native  of  Bohemia,  Rev.  F.  Ilavelka. 
(Father  F.  Havelka  presides,  attending  to  the 
Bohemians  in  Hanover,  also  as  outside  missions, 
Lanham,  Neb.,  and  Morrow, Washington  Count}-.  In 
both  places  there  are  nice,substantial  frame  churches 
recently  bulk.  He  was  born  Dec.  4, 1859,  in  Znaim, 
Moravia,  Austria.  He  pursued  his  studies — class- 
ical, philosophical  and  theological — in  his  native 
place  and  at  Vienna,  Olmutz,  Austria,  and  Lou  vain, 
Belgium.  He  was  ordained  June  29, 1889,  in  Lou- 
vain  for  the  diocese  of  Leavenwortii,  Kan.)  The 
church  occupies  an   area   of  165x45  feet.     All  the 
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liiiildings  are  constructed  of  stone  and  from  a 
tiLiiincial  point  of  view  St.  John's  parish  is  one  of 
the  largest  and  most  promising  in  the  northern  })art 
of  the  State  of  Kansas.  Its  membership  embr.ices 
220  families,  the  majority  being  German,  Irish,  Bo- 
hemian and  American-born  citizens  of  (iernian  and 
Irish  descent. 

Father  Neusius  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  the 
province  of  the  Rhine,  (Tcrmany,  .Tune  24,  1859. 
He  was  a  student  ot  the  Jesuit  College  at  Tourn- 
liijut,  Belgium,  and  pursued  his  philosophical  stud- 
ios at  St.  Mary's  in  Pottawatomie  County,  this  State, 
and  at  St.  Benedict's  in  Atchison,  Kan.  He  took 
his  theological  course  at  St.  Francis  Seminary,  near 
Milwaukee,  Wis.,  finishing  in  1886.  He  was  or- 
dained at  Leavenworth  Feb.  10,  1886,  and  was  first 
placed  in  charge  of  the  parish  in  Capioma,  Nemeba 
Count}',  Kan.  A  year  later  he  was  assigned  to  St. 
John's.  His  only  relative  in  this  country  is  his 
sister,  Magdalene,  who  makes  her  home  with  him. 


JOHN  NOLAN.  The  subject  of  this  bio. 
graphical  record  occupies  no  unimportant 
position  in  his  community,  being  a  man  of 
more  than  ordinary  intelligence,  cultured 
and  refined,  a  pillar  in  the  Catholic  Church,  and  a 
man  who  is  uniformly  found  connected  with  the 
enterprises  calculated  to  benefit  his  community,  so- 
cially, morall}'  and  financially.  Politically,  he  is  a 
Democrat,  and  for  the  last  four  years  has  been  a 
Justice  of  the  Peace.  He  serves  as  a  Director  in 
his  school  district  and  has  oflflciated  as  Clerk  of  the 
Board, 

The  capacities  with  which  nature  has  endowed 
Mr.  Nolan,  have  been  enlarged  by  his  habit  of 
thought,  reading  and  studj',  and  he  is  a  man  with 
whom  an  hour  may  always  be  spent  in  a  profitable 
and  pleasant  manner.  Self-educated  to  a  large  ex- 
tent, he  has  learned  much  by  his  contact  with  men 
and  by  carefully  noting  what  is  going  on  around  him 
in  the  world.  He  owns  and  occupies  a  well-devel- 
ojied  farm  of  160  acres,  eighty-five  of  which  have 
1"M  11  subjected  to  careful  cultivation.  His  present 
iv>i(ii'iice  was   erected   in    1885    and   with  its  sur- 


roundings is  indicative  of  a  home  abounding  in  all 
modern  comforts.  Mr.  Nolan  keeps  a  goodly  as- 
sortment of  live  stock — twenty-five  head  of  cattle, 
thirty  head  of  swine  and  five  good  horses — and  uti- 
lizes in  liis  farm  operations  the  latest  improved  ma- 
chinery. 

The  nytive  place  of  Mr.  Nolan  was  Montsed, 
County  Tipperary,  Ireland,  where  his  birth  occurred 
Dec.  5,  1843.  He  was  the  eldest  child  of  Martin 
and  Bridget  (Kenned^-)  Nolan,  who  were  likewise 
natives  of  County  Tipperary  and  of  pure  Irish  an- 
cestrj'.  The  parents  were  reared  and  married  in 
their  native  county  and  about  1849  or  '50,  emigrated 
to  America,  settling  in  Camden  County,  N.  J. 
There  the  mother  died  in  September,  1857,  and 
Martin  Nolan,  only  surviving'his  wife  a  few  months, 
passed  away  in  April,  1858.  Their  remains  were 
laid  to  rest  within  the  Cathedral  Cemetery  in  West 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 

To  Martin  and  Bridget  Nolan  there  were  born 
five  children — three  sons  and  two  daughters — only 
two  of  whom  are  living — John,  our  subject,  and 
Marlin,  the  latter  being  a  resident  of  Camden 
County,  N.  J.  John  was  about  seven  years  old 
when  the  family  crossed  the  Atlantic  and  after  the 
death  of  his  parents  he  lived  with  a  farmer,  named 
Marlin  Horner,  for  whom  he  worked  five  years  and 
for  a  Mr.  Plum  five  years.  At  the  age  of  fourteen 
years  he  started  out  in  life  for  himself  at  $6  per 
month  and  afterward  made  his  own  way  and  ob- 
tained what  education  he  could  by  the  perusal  of  In- 
structive books  in  his  leisure  hours. 

During  the  summer  of  1867  Mr.  Nolan  started 
for  the  West,  reaching  DeKalb  County,  III.,  on  the 
1st  of  August  and  sojourning  there  two  years,  be- 
ing employed  as  a  farm  laborer  by  the  month.  He 
next  rented  a  farm  in  Kendall  County,  which  he 
operated  three  years.  In  June,  1870,  returning  to 
DeKalb  County,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Honora  O'Brien,  the  ceremony  being  per- 
formed by  Rev.  Father  John  Huth,  in  the  Catholic 
Church  at  .Somonauk,  III.  Mrs.  Nolan  was  born  in 
Fakel,  County  Clare,  Ireland,  May  26,  1853,  and 
is  the  daughter  of  Dennis  and  Honora  (Corey) 
O'Brien,  who  were  likewise  natives  of  County'  Clare 
and  emigrated  to  America  in  1854.  They  continue 
to  reside  at  Somonauk,  HI.     Their  family  consisted 
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of  ten  children,  of  whom  Mrs.  Nolan  was  the  third 
in  order  of  birth. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Nolan  farmed  in  DeKalb 
Count3\  111.,  for  six  years.  He  came  to  Kansas  in 
October,  1878,  and  purchased  160  acres  of  Govern- 
ment land  on  section  1 ,  Independence  Township, 
then  known  as  Hanover,  Washington  Co.,  lh'?n  re- 
turned to  Illinois,  remaining  there  until  April, 1  879. 
He  then  came  back  to  this  State  with  his  family,  put 
up  a  house  on  his  land  and  broke  eighty  acres.  He 
remained  upon^this  until  March,  1883,  then  selling 
out  purchased  the  farm  which  he  now  owns  and  oc- 
cupies. The  following  children  compose  the 
household  circle  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nolan,  and  are 
named_  respectively,  Mary,  Annie,  Honora,  Martin, 
Catherine,  John,  Ellen  and  .lohaniia. 


^^t  N  DREW  NENDEL  is  the   owner  and  oc- 
f^Oj    cupant  of  a  pleasant  rural  home  on  section 
jriii    3,    Independence    Township,  Washington 
^  County.     The  farm  comprises  1 53  acres  in 

a  body,  all  improved  and  well  cultivated.  The 
residence,  which  was  built  in  1884,  is  neat  and 
comfortable,  and  is  presided  over  by  the  widowed 
mother  of  our  subject.  The  improvements  upon 
the  farm  have  all  been  put  upon  it  by  its  present 
owner,  who  has  also  set  out  all  the  shade  and  orna- 
mental trees  which  adorn  it.  An  orchard  of  seventy- 
five  apple,  peach  and  plum  trees,  is  among  the  at- 
tractive features  of  the  place.  A  barn,  which  was 
erected  in  1889,  and  other  outbuildings,  afford 
shelter  for  stock  and  crops.  Mr.  Nendel  keeps 
twenty-five  head  of  cattle,  seven  of  horses  and 
forty  of  hogs.  He  began  life  with  no  capital  ex- 
cept his  native  energy,  and  has  been  able  to  sur- 
round himself  and  his  mother  with  all  the  comforts 
of  life. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  Casper  Nendel.  a 
native  of  Byer,  Germany,  and  a  blacksmith  by 
trade.  His  mother  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Susan 
Fleckenstein,  and  is  also  a  native  of  Byer.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Nendel  met  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  where 
they  were  married  forty-six  years  ago.  Thej'  lived 
in  the  Buckeye  State  until  the  death  of  the  hus- 
band, which  took  place  Nov.  9,  1887.     The  widow 


is  still  in  good  health,  although  she  passed  her  three- 
score jears  and  ten  a  twelve  month  ago.  She  has 
been  the  mother  of  nine  children,  five  of  whom 
are  now  living. 

Our  subject  was  the  oldest  child  of  his  parents, 
and  was  born  Dec.  15,  1843,  in  Cincinnati.  He 
received  an  excellent  German  education  and  a  fair 
one  in  English.  He  learned  the  trade  of  a  black- 
smith at  which  he  worked  until  February,  1865.  He 
then  enlisted  in  the  Union  army,  becoming  a  mem- 
ber of  Company  K.,  10th  Ohio  Cavalry,  and  join- 
ing his  regiment  at  La  A'ergne,  Tenn.  He  w.is  a 
member  of  Gen.  Kilpatrick's  Division  and  proved 
himself    a  worthy  follower  of    that  gallant  patriot. 

Mr.  Nendel  took  part  in  the  campaigns  of  Sher- 
man's march  to  the  sea,  and  around  Atlanta,  after 
which  his  command  rode  north  to  join  Gen.  Grant. 
He  was  present  at  the  surrender  of  Gen.  .Johnston 
in  North  Carolina.  From  the  time  of  his  enlist- 
ment until  the  discharge  of  the  regiment  on  July 
25,  1865,  he  never  lost  a  day's  service,  but  aided 
his  country  with  all  the  strength  of  his  young  man- 
hood. 

After  his  return  from  the  army  Mr.  Nendel 
worked  on  his  father's  farm  for  a  year  and  a  half. 
He  then  learned  the  trade  of  a  tanner,  at  which  he 
worked  for  twelve  years.  In  1 877  he  became  a 
'resident  of  Kansas,  his  first  settlement  being  made 
on  the  place  which  he  still  occupies. 

Mr.  Nendel  takes  an  active  interest  in  the  polit- 
ical issues  of  the  day  and  votes  the  Democratic 
ticket.  He  and  his  mother  are  members  of  the 
Catholic  Church  in  Lanham.  He  is  a  man  of  unim- 
peachable character,  diligent  and  thrifty,  and  of  a 
warm-hearted  nature. 

^^MAR  POWELL  is  one  of  the  most  dis- 
(K  )jj  tinguished  and  successful  members  of  the 
^^f  bar  in  Washington  County.  He  has  one  of 
the  most  attractive  homes  in  Washington,  pleas- 
antl}'  located  on  the  corner  of  Fourth  and  D 
streets,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  among  its  most 
popular  and  highly  esteemed  citizens. 

Mr.  Powell  was  born  in  Coxsackie,  Greene  Co., 
N.  Y.,  May  5,  1855.     His  father,  Thomas  C.  Pow- 
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ell.  was  a  native  of  the  same  place,  while  his  grand- 
father. Elisha  Powell,  was,  it  is  thought,  born  in 
Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.,  a  son  of  one  Thomas 
Powell,  who  was  born  of  English  parents.  He  was 
a  farmer  and  died  in  Greene  Count}'.  The  grand- 
father of  our  subject  w,is  a  farmer  also,  and  he  w.as 
a  pioneer  settler  near  Coxsackie,  where  he  and  his 
brother  Jonathan  H.  bought  a  tract  of  timbered 
land,  cleared  a  farm,  and  continued  to  reside 
thereon  till  death.  The  father  of  our  subject  was 
bred  to  .agricultural  pursuits,  and  carried  on  farm- 
ing on  a  part  of  the  old  homestead  till  1865.  In 
that  year  he  came  westward  as  far  as  Illinois,  and 
settling  in  Chenoa,  McLean  County,  lie  bought  a 
farm  there,  on  which  he  resided  a  few  years,  and 
then  moved  to  town  in  order  to  obtain  better  edu- 
cational advantages  for  his  children,  though  still 
superintending  the  cultivation  of  his  farm.  In 
1S74  he  came  to  Kansas,  and  locating  In  Marshall 
County,  bought  a  tract  of  wild  prairie  land  near 
^'ermillion,  ami  improved  it  into  a  good  farm,  with 
substantial  iuiildings.  well-tilled  fields,  and  a  fine 
orchard  of  choice  fniit  trees.  In  1885  he  removed 
to  Marysville,  and  now  lives  there  retired.  In  the 
enjoyment  of  an  ample  income  that  he  has  acquired 
bv  industry,  good  management,  and  shrewd  invest- 
ments. The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our 
subject  was  Hannah  E.  Greene,  and  she  was  born 
in  Albanj'  County,  N.  Y.,  a  daughter  of  Daniel 
Greene.  Her  father  was  a  farmer,  and  in  1856  he 
removed  to  IMarshall  County,  111.,  and  located  on  a 
tr.act  of  laud  near  Chillieothe,  and  from  the  wild 
prairie  redeemed  a  line  farm,  which  remained  his 
home  until  death  closed  his  e.irthly  career.  The 
parents  of  our  subject  have  three  children — Omar. 
Frank  G.,  and  Fred.  Frank  is  a  merchant  and 
Fred  is  an  attorney  in  Marysville. 

Our  subject  was  quite  young  when  his  parents 
moved  to  Illinois,  and  he  obtained  the  preliminaries 
of  Ills  education  in  the  district  school  in  the  town- 
ship where  his  father  settled,  and  later  attended 
school  in  Chenoa.  He  was  fond  of  study,  and  in 
order  to  obtain  money  to  advance  Ills  education 
taught  school,  and  engaged  in  that  profession  after 
coming  to  Kans.as,  in  Marshall  County,  and  subse- 
quently became  a  student  at  that  excellent  institu- 
tion   of    learning,    the    Agricultural    College    at 


Manhattan,  Kan.  AVhile  teaching  in  1877,  he 
commenced  the  study  of  law,  and  in  1878,  entered 
the  law  office  of  Hutchinson  &  Mann,  at  Marysville, 
Kan.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  March,  1880, 
Judge  A.  S.  Wilson,  presiding;  coming  to  Wash- 
ington in  September,  1880,  he  has  since  been  in 
active  practice  here. 

Mr.  Powell  was  united  in  marri.age  with  Miss 
Luella  Walter,  Sept.  11.  1883,  and  to  them  has 
been  born  one  child,  Grace.  Mrs.  Powell's  father, 
the  Rev.  Alfred  H.  AValter,  was  born  in  AYayne 
County,  Ohio,  and  received  his  early  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  his  native  State,  and  was 
further  advanced  in  learning  b}'  attendance  at  the 
the  Wesleyan  University,  at  Delaware,  Ohio.  He 
commenced  the  study  of  medicine,  but  before  his 
graduation  decided  to  enter  the  ministry  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  being  naturally  of  a 
deeply  religious  nature  and  having  a  drawing  to- 
ward that  profession,  and  he  left  college  to  take 
charge  of  a  church  in  Ohio.  In  1849,  from  his 
native  State  he  went  to  Wisconsin,  and  was  located 
in  Lancaster  for  a  time,  and  afterward  preached 
in  different  places  In  that  State  till  1863.  He  then 
entered  the  army  .as  chaplain  of  the  20th  Wisconsin 
Infantiy,  and  was  with  that  regiment  till  the  close 
of  the  war,  rendering  Invaluable  service  to  his 
comrades,  attending  devotedly  both  to  their  spirit- 
ual and  bodily  wiints.  After  he  left  the  army  he 
preached  in  Green  Bay  and  Milwaukee,'and  in  1873 
came  to  Kansas.  He  was  located  first  In  Atchison; 
and  later  resided  In  Ft.  Scott,  and  afterward  in 
Emporia.  In  1884  he  retired  from  the  ministry 
on  account  of  ill  health,  and  died  at  the  home  of 
his  daughter,  Mrs.  Powell,  Sept.  1,  1887.  He  was 
a  man  of  eminent  Christian  piety  and  of  noble 
character,  and  did  a  grand  work  for  his  church, 
both  In  the  pulpit  and  out  of  it.  His  benign  infiu- 
ence  was  widely  felt,  and  he  was  venerated  and  be- 
loved bj'  all  who  came  under  it,  and  his  memory  Is 
cherished  in  the  hearts  of  many  to  whom  he  admin- 
istered the  consolations  of  religion.  The  maiden 
name  of  his  wife,  who  was  a  worthj-  companion  of 
such  a  man,  was  Elizabeth  B.  Combe,  and  she  was 
born  in  Devonshire,  England,  coming  to  America 
with  her  parents  when  she  was  j'oung.  She  de- 
parted this  life  in  November,  1884.     The  paternal 
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grandmother  of  Mrs.  Powell  was  Elizabeth  Carroll, 
ami  she  was  a  native  of  Dublin,  Ireland.  She  was 
well  educated,  and  was  a  teacher  in  the  public 
schools  of  Ohio  some  years.  She  now  lives  with 
her  children  in  Nebraska,  at  the  venerable  age  of 
ninety-two  years.  Mrs.  Powell  is  a  lady  of  supe- 
rior culture  and  reOneraent.  Inheriting  from  her 
jmrents  a  fine  intellect,  she  was  given  every  edu- 
cational advantage,  and  at  the  youthful  age  of 
seventeen  was  graduated  from  Milwaukee  College. 
Her  mother  was  an  invalid  for  several  years,  and 
she  unselfishly  gave  up  her  personal  hopes  and  am- 
bitions and  devoted  herself  to  caring  for  her.  She 
has  been  prominently  connected  with  the  W.  C. 
T.  U.  since  1885,  and  for  two  years  was  superin- 
tendent of  the  Anti-Tobacco  department  of  that 
society.  In  1886  she  joined  the  Kearney  Corps, 
No.  67,  W.  R.  C,  and  was  immediatelj^  elected 
president  of  that  organization  to  fill  an  unexpired 
term,  and  in  December,  1886,  was  elected  lo  that 
position  at  the  yearly  meeting,  and  was  re-elected 
in  December,  1887,  to  that  important  office.  In 
February,  1888,  she  was  elected  department  presi- 
dent of  the  W.  R.  C,  and  in  the  same  year  was  ap- 
pointed National  Aide,  and  is  Chairman  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee.  In  1889  she  was  presented 
with  a  very  fine  gold  badge,  studded  with  dia- 
monds, by  the  Department  of  Kansas.  She  is  one 
of  the  most  gifted,  ardent  and  enthusiastic  work- 
ers in  the  W.  II.  C.  cause  in  Kansas,  and  has  done 
as  much  as  any  one  woman  in  the  State  to  promote 
it  and  make  it  a  living  issue,  to  bring  it  and  keep 
it  before  the  minds  and  hearts  of  the  people. 

When  Mr.  Powell  came  to  Washington  his  capi- 
tal was  his  education  and  what  he  had  majiaged  to 
save  from  his  salary  as  a  teacher,  and  although  still 
a  young  man,  he  is  one  of  the  most  substantial  men 
of  the  county,  and  has  already  attained  to  a  brilliant 
position  among  the  leading  members  of  the  legal 
profession  in  Kansas,  his  ability  as  a  jurist  being 
of  a  high  order,  his  professional  learning  being 
extensive,  and  his  devotion  to  his  work  un- 
tiring. He  is  a  man  of  unblemished  honor  and  of 
the  highest  integrity,  has  never  willfully  wronged 
any  one  or  betrayed  a  confidence,  and  is  held  in 
implicit  trust  by  all  who  have  dealings  with  him. 
He  is  a  busy  man,  for  besides  attending  to  his  ex- 


tensive law  practice,  he  'has  charge  of  the  invest- 
ments of  many  P^astern  capitalists,  handling  large 
sums  of  money  for  them.  He  is  a  stanch  Repub- 
lican, and  has  mingled  in  the  political  and  public 
life  of  this  section  of  the  country.  He  has  served 
as  delegate  to  numerous  conventions  of  his  party; 
he  was  City  Attorney  two  terms  and  was  at  one 
time  County  Attorney,  but  refused  to  serve  a  sec- 
ond term,  as  the  duties  of  office  interfered  with 
his  general  practice,  and  he  was  Police  Judge  one 
term.  He  is  a  Director  of  and  Attorney  for  the 
Washington  National  Bank.  He  is  a  member  of 
Frontier  Lodge,  No.  104,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.;  of  Tyiian 
Chapter,  No.  59,  and  of  Corouado  Commandry, 
No.  59,  K.  T.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  meinbers 
in  high  standing  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 


?ILL1AM  A.  NYE  is  the  leading  merchant  of 
Morrow,  Washington  County,  where  he  is 
engaged  in  the  sale  of  dry-goods,  groceries 
and  other  merchandise.  Since  April  1885,  he  has 
had  a  place  among  the  business  men  of  that  thriv- 
ing town,  although  the  same  business  has  not  en- 
gaged his  attention  during  the  whole  time. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  W.  A.  Nye,  is  a  resi- 
dent of  Wapello  Countj',  Iowa,  and  one  of  the 
oldest  living  pioneers  of  that  State.  He  has  a  farm 
of  300  acres  near  Chillicothe,  where  he  is  engaged 
in  farming  and  breeding'fine  stock.  He  is  of  Ger- 
man descent,  and  has  resided  in  Iowa  since  1843. 
The  estate  which  he  now  owns,  was  entered  by  him 
prior  to  the  admission  of  Iowa  as  a  State.  Before 
the  war  he  was  engaged  in  a  general  merchandise 
trade  in  Chillicothe,  and  continued  in  that  business 
for  several  years.  He  has  held  a  number  of  town- 
ship offices,  and  was  Treasurer  of  Wapello  County 
from  1881  to  1885.  He  is  of  Republican  politics, 
and  has  been  delegate  to  county,  State  and  con- 
gressional conventions.  He  was  married  in  the 
county  where  he  resides,  to  Rebecca  Whicker,  who 
died  in  1854.  The  result  of  that  union  was  five 
children,  all  still  living.  George  L.,  is  a  farmer; 
he  married  Jane  Dudley,  who  has  borne  him  six 
children;  during  the  war  he  served  in  the  7th 
Iowa   Cavalry,  being   Sergeant    of    his   conjpany. 
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John  W.  is  living  in  Monroe  County,  lown ;  lie 
married  Eliza  Wolf,  and  they  have  four  children  ;  he 
also  was  a  member  of  the  7th  Iowa  Cavalry.  Sam- 
uel A.,  is  living  in  Wapello  County,  Iowa,  engaged 
in  farming;  be  married  Lydia  AVolf,and  has  two  chil- 
dren. Mary  E.  is  unmarried  and  is  living  at  home. 
In  1855  the  father  of  our  subject  was  married  a 
second  time,  the  bride  being  Mrs.  Mary  Persons. 
Tiie  result  of  the  union  has  been  six  children: 
Charles  H.,  the  first  born,  died  when  eight  years 
old.  Lnella  is  unmarrieil  and  at  home.  Ida  K. 
married  W.  1).  Strong ;  he  was  for  a  number  of 
\ears  proprietor  and  principal  of  the  Ottuniwa 
(Iowa)  Business  College,  and  is  now  a  teacher 
there;  they  have  one  child.  Emma  is  single  and  is 
teaching  in  the  Ottumwa  public  seiiool.  Frank  and 
Ed  B.  are  unmarried  and  at  home. 

The  gentleman  whose  name  heads  this  notice  was 
born  Dec.  2,  1840  in  Wapello  County,  Iowa.  He 
attended  school  until  seventeen  years  of  age,  when 
he  left  home  and  engaged  as  clerk  for  Taylor, 
Blake  and  &  Co.,  druggists  in  Ottumwa.  With 
that  firm  he  remained  for  three  years.  The  fol- 
lowing six  years  were  spent  in  Springfield.  Keokuk 
County,  as  drug  clerk  for  C.  C.  Wilson.  He  next 
went  to  Rose  Hill,  Mahaska  County,  where  he 
clerked  in  a  drug  store  for  one  year.  In  tlie  spring 
of  1877,  our  subject  came  to  Kansas,  and  settled  on 
land  three  miles  north  of  Morrow,  in  Mill  Creek 
Township,  wliere  he  was  engaged  in  farming  for 
six  years.  In  April,  1885,  he  removed  into  Morrow 
and  engaged  in  the  hardware  and  drug  business 
with  T.  J.  Cummins  under  the  firm  name  of  Nye 
i.^  Cummins.  Mr.  Nye  subsequently  bought  out  his 
partner's  interest  and  continued  the  business  alone 
until  the  spring  of  1889.  He  then  sold  out  to  V. 
T.  Reeve,  and  bought  the  general  merchandise 
stock  of  Alexander  McLaren. 

The  wife  of  Mr.  Nye  was  Ijorn  in  Iowa,  and 
their  marriage  took  place  in  December,  1874,  in 
Springfield,  Keokuk  County.  She  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Addie  M.  Lash,  and  is  one  of  the  five  liv- 
ing children  born  to  William  and  Mary  Lash.  She 
is  a  well-informed  lady,  witii  attractive  manners. 
She  has  borne  her  husband  three  children — Carrie 
A.,  Hugh  B.  and  Mabel. 

The  father  of  Mrs.  Nye  was   born   in  Kentucky, 


in  1817,  and  the  mother  in  hidiana.  in  1818,  and 
of  their  surviving  children  we  append  some  brief 
notes.  Jennie,  widow  of  Joseph  Mclntire,  lias  two 
children  living,  and  resides  in  Keokuk  County, 
Iowa.  Daniel  married  Mrs.  Dora  Start;  they  have 
two  children  living;  he  is  guard  in  the  State  pri- 
son at  Denver,  Col.  Mary  was  the  wife  of  Wil- 
liam Jennings;  she  died  when  about  fort}' j'ears 
old,  leaving  six  children.  Martha  married  Frank 
McCoy ;  she  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-five,  leaving 
two  children.  Harriet  m,arried  H.  Bradley;  she 
died  wlien  about  twenty-five  3'ears  of  age,  leaving 
nofamilj'.  Edward  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-seven, 
leaving  a  widow  and  two  children.  Elmore  lives 
in  Oskaloosa,  Iowa;  he  married  Miss  Eva  Stout; 
they  have  one  child.  Ambrose  C,  is  living  in  El- 
wood,  Neb.,  and  engaged  in  farming;  he  married 
Barbara  Fritzler,  and  has  one  child. 

Mr.  Nye  served  as  Township  Clerk  in  Keokuk 
County,  Iowa.  He  has  been  Justice  of  the  Peace 
and  a  member  of  the  School  Board  in  Mill  Creek 
Township.  His  political  sympathy  and  vote  are 
given  to  the  Republican  party.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Nye  is 
a  well-informed  man,  with  keen  business  ability 
and  good  principles,  and  is  a  prominent  citizen  of 
the  town  where  he  has  made  his  home. 


..»-^- 


'/  AMES  PATTERSON  is  conspicuous  among 
II  the  Scotch  residents  of  Clay  County,  who 
1]  having  left  the  laud  of  the  thistle  and  the 
^^/  gorse,  have  fought  tiie  battle  of  life  in  a 
foreign  land  among  strangers,  with  no  less  courage 
than  their  ancestors  displayed  when  struggling  for 
freedom  against  the  tyranny  and  oppression  of  a 
relentless  foe.  Coming  to  Kansas  in  1875,  Mr. 
Patterson  has  since  that  time  been  an  important 
factor  in  the  life  of  Clay  County,  both  socially  and 
liolitically.  He  and  his  family  live  happily  in  a 
pleasant  country  residence,  surrounded  by  all  that 
tends  to  make  existence  a  pleasure.  Some  of  their 
children  have  left  the  parental  roof,  but  others  yet 
remain  to  brighten  the  declining  days  of  the  father 
and  mother. 

The  boyhood  days  of  our  subject    were  quietly 
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and  industriously  passed  in  Ayrshire,  Scotland, 
where  he  was  born  March  26,  1832.  His  mother, 
who  had  been  in  her  youth  Margaret  Bryce,  died  in 
Scotland  in  May,  1833,  when  her  son,  James,  was 
yet  an  infant.  The  father,  John  Patterson,  was  a 
second  time  married,  Isabelle  Miller  becoming  his 
wife.  In  the  summer  of  1 847,  the  famil3'  decided 
to  emigrate  to  America.  Embarking  from  the  port 
of  Glasgow  on  the  sailing  ship  "Vermont,"  they 
were  on  the  ocean  seven  weeks  and  three  days,  and 
anchored  in  New  York  Harbor,  August  4,  of  that 
_\ear.  James  Patterson  was  at  that  time  a  lad  of 
fifteen  years,  so  he  can  recall  vividly  the  scenes  of 
the  voyage,  as  vrell  as  life  in  his  lowland  home. 
The  ancestors  of  the  Patterson  familj',  as  far  back 
as  their  lineage  can  be  traced,  were  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  and  natives  of  Scotland. 
John  Patterson  later  in  life  united  with  that  branch 
of  the  church  which  is  known  as  the  Free  Church 
of  the  Presbyterian  Society. 

After  landing  in  New  York  City,  the  family 
proceeded  to  Troy,  N.  Y.  where  James  began  to 
work  as  a  farm  laborer,  continuing  thus  employed 
until  the  fall  of  1850,  when  he  removed  to  Huron 
County,  Canada.  There  he  was  engaged  about 
eighteen  months  in  cieariiig  land  from  heavy  tim- 
ber, the  work  being  done  for  his  brother,  and  on 
its  completion  he  was  employed  b}'  another  farmer 
in  Brantford  Plains  for  four  years.  He  prudently 
saved  all  his  earnings,  and  so  was  enabled  to  take 
up  100  acres  of  Government  land  in  the  heavy 
timber.  This  he  improved  and  made  his  home  for 
a  period  of  twenty  years,  transforming  the  dense 
forest  into  a  garden  farm,  with  good  liuildings,  and 
orchard. 

As  soon  as  able,  Mr.  Patterson  established  a 
home  of  his  own,  which,  small  and  scantil}^  fur- 
nished at  first,  now  illustrates  the  results  of  perse- 
verance and  industry.  However,  without  the  aid 
of  his  amiable  and  devoted  wife,  our  subject  would 
doubtless  have  been  less  prosperous  than  he  is. 
He  certainly  regards  that  daj-  as  one  of  the  most 
fortunate  in  his  existence  when  Miss  Isabelle  Watt 
became  his  wife.  The  wedding  ceremony  was 
celebrated  Sept.  18,  18o6,  in  Canada.  Mrs.  Patter- 
son is  the  dangiiter  of  fioorge  and  Grace  (Dean) 
Watt,  and  has  become  the  mother  of  a  fine  fam- 


ily  of    children,  recorded    as  follows:     John   W.. 

j    George,  deceased;  Grace,  now  the   wife  of  Philiji 

!    Ross  and  a  resident  of  Washington    County,  Kan.; 

i  Margaret,  deceased ;  Mary,  Mrs.  Thomas  Marshall 
of  Washington  County;  Isabelle,  who  is  the  wife  of 
John  Marshall  and  lives  in  Clifton,  Washington 
County;  Ellen,  Mrs.  John  R.  Granger,  a  resident 
of  Washington  County,  Kan.;  James  A.,  Elizabeth, 
now  Mrs.  AVilliam  H.  Funnell,  of  Washington 
County  Kan.;  Jennie,  Rosa,  Martha  L.  and  Jessie 
A.,  are  all  yet  under  the  home  roof,  and  are  bright, 
well  educated  and  refined.  It  is  a  pleasant  sight 
to  witness  so  large  a  famil3'  living  with  one  inter- 
est and  one  aim  before  them,  striving  to  rightly- 
discharge  their  duties  to  society  and  to  each  other. 
They  are  warmly  devoted  to  one  another,  and 
grace  any  society  which  they  enter. 

After  many  years  of  happy  wedded  life.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Patterson  saw  prospects  brightening  in  the 
far  West,  as  Kansas  was  then  considered,  and 
finally  determined  to  remove  hither  in  April  of  the 
year  1875.  A  few  months  prior  to  his  removal  he 
bought  160  acres,  which  is  comprised  in  his  present 
farm,  and  paid  for  it  |1,000.  He  also  about  the 
same  time  sold  his  improved  land  in  Canada  for 
$3,500,  thus  gaining  a  good  profit  on  the  original 
investment.  The  land  which  he  purchased  here 
was  unbroken,  the  only  improvement  consisting  of 
a  well,  which  proved  to  be  a  good  one,  when 
cleaned  of  the  stones  that  had  fallen  into  it.  The 
family  were  compelled  to  endure  the  many  hard- 
ships attendant  upon  life  on  the  frontier.  The 
lumber  for  the  erection  of  bis  large  and  eomfor- 

;  table  residence,  and  the  barn,  was  shipped  from 
Ft.  Madison,  Iowa.    He  has  gradually  brought  the 

j  land  under  good  cultivation,  and  has  every  reason 
to  feel  proud  of  his  financial  success,  having  built 

'  a  good  barn,  corn-cribs,  and  a  granary,  with  all 
other  outbuildings  needed  on  a  modern  farm.  He 
has  added  eighty  acres  to  his  first  purchase,  also 
purchasing  160  acres  in  Washington  County,  be- 
sides a  tract  comprising  the  same  amount  of  land 
in  Hayes  Township,  Clay  County.  He  is  the  owner 
of  a  house  and  lot  in  Clifton,  so  that  he  may  be 
justly  called  one  of  the  chief  landholders  of  Clay 
Count}-. 

I        Worshiping  with  the    Presbyterian     Church   in 
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t'lifton,  Mr.  Patterson  and  liis  family  contributed 
liberal]}^  of  tlieir  means  and  labor  to  assist  in  its 
l^rosperity  and  upbuilding.  He  has  been  Elder  of 
the  church  in  Clifton  for  about  twelve  years,  and 
gave  considerable  financial  assistance  in  the  erec- 
tion of  the  church  edifice  in  that  place.  Politically 
he  votes  Vith  the  Republican  party,  and  held  the 
office  of  .Tustice  of  the  Peace  for  one  year.  He  has 
been  a  member  of  the  School  Board  for  about  two 
years,  and  has  always  discharged  his  duties  in  con- 
nection therewith,  with  his  customary  ability  and  to 
the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  citizens. 

^^,  YLVESTER  THOMPSON  is  a  gentleman 
^^^  actively  engaged  in  the  business  of  stock- 
^\/jfc  dealing  at  Leonardville,  Riley  County. 
When  he  started  out  in  life  to  do  for  him- 
self he  had  no  capital  that  could  be  represented 
by  dollars  and  cents,  but  he  had  the  ability  "to  do 
and  to  dare"  and  the  physical  strength  to  enable 
him  to  cope  with  the  many  difficulties  that  must  be 
overcome  if  one  would  wrest  a  favor  from  Dame 
Fortune's  grasp.  Competition  for  the  fickle  lady's 
bounty  is  so  keen,  that  unless  one  possesses  a  fine 
constitution  the  nervous  system  is  apt  to  bre.ak 
down,  perhaps  in  the  very  moment  of  victory,  and 
the  miserable  contestant  is  robbed  of  all  enjoy- 
ment of  his  too  dearlj^-bought  victory.  But  our 
subject  being  well  equipped  for  the  struggle,  it  is 
not  surprising  to  learn  that  he  has  been  successful 
in  securing,  if  not  a  fortune,  at  least  a  large  share 
of  earthly  goods,  and  as  he  is  still  in  the  very 
prime  of  life  it  is  not  too  much  to  predict  that  he 
will  finally  score  a  triumphant  success  in  the  r.ace 
for  f.ame  and  fortune. 

Mr.  Thompson  was  born  in  Mercer  County, 
Pa.,  Aug.  27,  181(),  and  is  a  son  of  John  W.  and 
Rebecca  (McKay'l  Thompson.  John  W.  Thomp- 
son was  a  native  of  Mercer  County,  Pa.,  and  passed 
the  closing  3'ears  of  his  life  in  that  county.  He 
was  a  worth}'  man,  a  well-to-do  farmer  who  stood 
high  in  the  estimation  of  his  neighbors,  an  earnest 
and  uncompromising  member  of  the  I'nited  Pres- 
byterian Cliurch,  an  affectionate  husband  and  fa- 
ther and  a  warm  friend  of   the  poor.     This  branch 


of  the  Thompson  family  is  of  Irish  extraction. 
Rebecca  McKay  was  born  in  Butler  County,  Pa., 
and  still  survives,  making  her  home  where  she  h.xs 
passed  so  many  years  of  her  life — at  the  old  home- 
stead in  Mercer  County,  Pa.  John  W.  and  Re- 
becca Thompson  had  eight  children  born  to  them, 
namely:  Matilda,  Marilla,  Harriet,  Sylvester, 
Samuel,  Moses,  Aaron  and  Rachel. 

Sylvester  Thompson,  the  one  of  whom  we  write, 
was  reared  in  Mercer  County,  Pa.,  on  the  farm  of 
his  parents  and  was  educated  in  the  common  schools 
of  that  State.  Upon  arriving  at  man's  estate  he 
continued  to  follow  agricultural  pursuits  in  the 
same  county  in  which  his  youth  had  been  passed, 
until  1878,  when  he  emigrated  to  Riley  County, 
Kan.,  where  he  has  since  resided,  being  engaged 
in  the  business  of  buying  and  shipping  stock.  As 
indicated  above  he  has  been  successful  and  is  on 
the  high  road  to  wealth.  In  1882  he  moved  to 
Leonardville  in  which  place  he  now  resides. 
Politically,  he  adheres  firmly  to  the  principles  of 
the  Republican  part}'  and  takes  a  reasonable  share 
in  the  management  of  party  affairs. 

In  March  1866,  our  subject  was  married  to  Miss 
Gusta  Unangst,  a  native  of  Mercer  County,  Pa. 
She  was  born  in  1846  and  is  a  daughter  of  Thomas 
and  Susan  Unangst,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
Pennsylvania.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.  have  two  children, 
both  daughters,  who  are  named.  May  and  Maudie. 
The  eldest  one.  May,  is  the  wife  of  Fred  E.  Colt, 
a  druggist  and  one  of  the  leading  business  men  of 
Leonardville.  Maudie  is  still  at  home  with  her 
parents. 

kAMBERT  ERPELDIXG.  The  German 
who  is  industrious,  temperate,  and  frugal, 
and  few  Germans  fail  in  those  particulars, 
invariably  "gets  along."  He  seems  to  have  a  pecu- 
liar faculty  for  making  the  best  of  everything, 
and  that  is  one  reason  why  he  is  among  the  best 
class  of  citizens  which  crowded  Europe  sends  to 
these  hospitable  shores.  Such  an  one  is  the  gentle- 
man whose  life  is  brieflj'  outlined  in  this  sketch. 
Lambert  Erpelding  was  born  in  Germany,  near  the 
famous  city  of  Metz,  on  the  5th  of  Januarj',  18U), 
to  John  and  Mary  (Bremmer)  Erpelding,   both   of 
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whom  were  natives  of  Germany.  They  passed  their 
entire  lives  in  their  native  land,  and  their  remains 
are  peacefully  reposing  in  a  portion  of  "mother 
earth,"  which  owns  the  rule  of  the  Emperor  of 
United  Germany.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the 
tliird  in  a  family  of  seven  children  born  to  tliem. 
He  was  reared  and  educated  in  Germany,  and  when 
quite  young  learned  the  mechanic's  (or  machinist's) 
trade  and  worked  at  it  in  the  world-renowned  city 
of  Cologne  on  the  Rhine,  until  1848,  when  he  emi- 
grated to  America  and  located  in  Chicago,  where 
he  was  a  Master  Mechanic  in  the  well-known  Mc- 
Cormick  Reaper  Works, for  upwards  of  thirty  j'ears. 
He  invested  in  lands  in  Riley  Count}',  Kansas,  in 
1869,  but  did  not  move  to  the  State  till  1884, 
when  he  took  up  his  residence  at  Leonard ville, 
where  tliree  of  his  sons  have  been  in  business  for 
several  years. 

Although  our  subject  came  to  this  country  a 
poor  man,  in  pocket,  he  brought  with  him  a  force 
of  character  that  has  carried  him  successfully 
through  all  the  trials  of  life  and  now,  at  its  evening, 
he  is  reaping  the  reward  of  his  patient  industry 
and  business  foresiglit,  in  the  enjoyment  of  an 
ample  fortune  and  the  love  and  esteem  of  his 
cliildrcn  and  friends.  His  spacious  and  elegant 
residence  is  the  finest  in  Leonardville,  and  his 
friends  are  always  welcome  within  its  hospitable 
walls.  Besides  his  handsome  town  property,  he 
owns  1,000  acres  of  good  land  in  tlie  vicinity  of 
Leonardville,  and  is  one  of  tlie  wealthiest  men  in 
Riley  (Jounty. 

Mr.  Erpelding  is  prominent  in  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 
fraternity  and  is  held  in  high  regard  by  his  brother 
members.  Politically,  he  is  a  stanch,  old-fashioned 
Democrat,  but  does  not  concern  himself  much 
about  party  affairs,  and  has  no  ambition  for  office. 
In  1851  he  was  married  to  Miss  Amelia  IS'Ockin,  of 
Chicago,  a  native  of  Germany,  but  of  Frencli  an- 
cestry, and  a  fine,  intelligent  lady  fully  able  to  prop- 
erly conduct  her  branch  of  domestic  partnership. 
Their  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  five  children,  as 
follows:  Frank,  Joseph,  who  is  deceased;  Amelia; 
George  and  John  are  extensive  merchants  in  Leon- 
ardville, and  are  worthy  sons  of  their  excellent 
parents,  wlio  in  turn  take  great  pride  in  the  success 
which  has  attended  their  career;  Frank  is  the  pro- 


prietor of  the  creamery  at  Leonardville,  and  his 
brand  of  butter  is  well-known  to  the  trade  as  being 
of  a  uniform  grade  of  excellence.  The  Erpelding 
brothers  are,  perhaps,  more  closely  identified  with 
the  business  interests  of  Leonardville  than  any 
other  men  in  the  place.  Their  wealth  and  sagacity 
place  them  in  a  prominent  position  and  bring  them 
into  connection  with  almost  all  interests  relating  to 
tlie  growtli  and  |)rosperity  of  the  town. 


J,  OHN  ROBINSON,  late  a  resident  of  Iowa. 
'  and  numbered  among  its  most  worthy  citi- 
1  zens,  was  born  in  Hubbard  County,  Ohio,  in 
'  1818,  and  departed  this  life  at  his  homestead 
April  29,  1867.  He  was  a  good  man  in  all  the  re- 
lations of  life,  kind  and  indulgent  to  his  family, 
industrious  and  reliable  and  made  for  liimself 
a  record  of  which  his  children  will  never  be 
ashamed. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Thomas  and 
Mar3'  Robinson  who  were  of  Scotch-Irish  descent 
and  spent  their  last  days  in  Pennsylvania.  John 
was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native  State  and  on 
the  lltli  of  November,  1858,  was  married  in  Penn- 
sylvania to  Miss  Eliza  Carringer.  Of  this  union 
there  were  born  five  children,  two  of  whom,  Emma 
I.  and  Thomas  E.,  died  at  the  ages  of  fifteen  and 
thirteen  years.  The  survivors  are  Henry  H.,  a  resi- 
dent of  Colorado ;  Ella  S.,  and  Elmer  E.  The  eldest 
son  married  Miss  Nancy  Stewart  and  they  became 
the  parents  of  tliree  children,  one  of  whom  died 
in  infanc}-.  Tlie  snivivors  are  George  E.  and 
Herbert  L. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robinson  after  tlieir  marriage  re- 
moved, in  1858,  to  Louisa  County,  Iowa,  where  tlie 
husband  and  father  died,  and  where  Mrs.  Robinson 
continued  to  live  until  the  fail  of  1881.  Then 
witli  her  three  children  she  came  to  Northern  Kan- 
sas, settling  upon  the  land  which  she  now  owns  and 
occupies  and  where,  with  the  assistance  of  her  child- 
ren, she  has  built  up  a  comfortable  homestead. 
Mrs.  Robinson  is  a  member  in  good  standing  of 
the  L'nited  Presbyterian  Cluirch  and  a  lady  greatlj- 
respected  by  all  who  know  iier. 

Mrs.  Robinson  was  born  in  Mercer  County,  Pa., 
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June  1,  1827,  and  is  the  daughtor  of  Henry  and 
Sarah  (Feather)  Carringer,  likewise  natives  of  the 
Keystone  State  and  both  of  German  ancestry. 
Eliza  was  their  eldest  child  and  was  reared  to 
womanhood  in  her  native  count}^  receiving  her 
education  in  its  primitive  schools.  Her  paternal 
grandfather  served  as  a  soldier  seven  years  in  the 
Revolutionary  War.  Her  uncle,  Jacol3  Carringer, 
served  in  the  War  of  1812.  Tlie  parental  family 
consisted  of  ten  children,  namely :  Eliza,  David  J., 
a  resident  of  C'olor.ado;  George  W.,  deceased;  Cor- 
nelius A.,  residing  in  Pennsylvania;  Mnr3',  who 
lives  with  her  sister,  Mrs.  Robinson;  Sarah,  Henry 
and  Louisa  deceased;  Matilda,  Mrs.  Moore,  of  Riley 
County,  this  State,  and  Harvey  M.,  deceased. 
Henry  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  late  Civil  War. 

Mr.  Robinson  was  a  Republican  in  politics  and  a 
consistent  member  of  tlie  United  Presbyterian 
Church.  _______ 

if[_^  OMER  A.  ROr.lXSON.  Li  reviewing  the 
j|fj]  early  settlement  of  Exeter  Township,  Clay 
^^>^  Countj',  the  name  of  Mr.  Robinson  will  be 
(^)  found  among  its  leading  pioneers.  His 
career  has  been  one  iionorable  and  praiseworthy, 
filled  in  with  industry  and  perseverance  amid  diffi- 
culties, during  which  time  he  battled  witii  the  hard- 
slnps  of  life  on  the  frontier  and  made  for  liimself  a 
good  homestead  from  a  wild  and  uncultivated  tract 
of  land.  He  may  now  usually  be  found  at  his 
headquarters  on  section  4,  surrounded  by  all  of  the 
comforts  and  many  of  the  luxuries  of  life.  He  has 
lieen  quite  prominent  in  local  affairs  and  is  the 
present  Trustee  of  tlie  township. 

A  native  of  Mercer  County,  Pa.,  Mr.  Robinson 
was  born  Sept.  16,  1847,  and  is  the  son  of  Benjamin 
and  Elizabeth  (Spangler)  Robinson,  the  former  a 
native  of  Ohio  and  the  latter  of  Virginia.  It  is  be- 
lieved that  his  paternal  ancestors  were  of  Scotch- 
Irish  descent,  while  the  mother  probably  descended 
from  the  German.  Grandfather  Robinson  is  cred- 
ited with  having  served  in  the  War  of  1812.  To 
Benjamin  and  Elizabeth  Robinson  there  was  born 
a  family  of  seven  children,  i  viz. :  Homer  A., 
Thomas  H..  a  resident  of  DeKalb  County,  III.; 
Lee  D.,  a  resident  of  Washington,  Iowa;  Miles  and 


James  II.  li\ini;  in  Sedgwick  County,  this  State; 
Ithanicr  T.roidinn  in  Ellsworth,  and  William.  The 
family,  when  Homer  A.  was  a  lad  of  ten  years, 
removed  to  Louisa  County,  Iowa,  settling  among 
its  earliest  pioneers  and  there  the  father  died  Jan. 
5,  1861.  The  mother  later  removed  to  J)eKalb 
County,  III.,  where  her  decease  occurred  in  1883. 

iMr.  Robinson  was  reared  to  man's  estate  in 
Louisa  County,  Iowa,  becoming  familiar  with  agri- 
cultural pursuits  and  acquiring  a  good  education 
in  the  common  schools.  Later  he  attended  two 
different  colleges  in  Pennsylvania,  paying  his  way 
himself,  after  having  served  as  a  soldier  during  the 
Civil  War.  He  enlisted  Feb.  22,  1864.  in  Com- 
panj'  F,  25th  Iowa  Infantry,  wliich  \vas  assigned  to 
the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  and  participated  in 
many  of  the  import.ant  battles  which  followed, 
going  all  through  the  Atlanta  campaign  and  with 
Sherman  on  his  march  to  the  sea.  He  was  wounded 
at  the  battle  of  Bentonville  and  for  a  short  time 
was  confined  in  the  hospital  at  Goldsboro.  Later 
he  was  taken  to  the  hospital  at  Tro}',  N.  Y.,  and 
received  his  Iionorable  discharge  June  26,  1865. 

Returning  now  to  Iowa,  Mr.  Robinson  resided 
for  a  time  in  Louisa  County,  then  in  the  fall  of 
1869  came  to  Clay  County,  Kan.,  and  homesteaded 
a  quarter  of  section  4  in  Exeter  Township,  making 
the  entry  December  9.  This  entry  is  believed  to  have 
been  the  second  in  the  township.  The  land,  it  is 
hardl}'  necessary  to  say.  was  in  its  primitive  condi- 
tion, but  by  the  exercise  of  untiring  energj'  and 
industry  he  brought  it  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation 
and  added  to  his  possessions,  so  that  he  is  now  the 
owner  of  200  acres,  upon  which  he  has  erected 
convenient  buildings  and  has  about  him  all  the 
comforts  of  life.  He  has  done  his  full  share  of 
pioneer  labor  and  experienced  the  various  hard- 
ships and  difficulties  of  life  on  the  frontier.  He  is 
serving  his  fifth  year  .as  Townshi|)  Trustee,  and 
officiated  as  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  five  years. 
In  religious  matters  he  belongs  to  the  United  Pres- 
byterian Church  at  Idana,  and  politicallj',  uniformi}- 
supports  the  Republican  party. 

St.  Valentine's  Day,  Feb.  14,  1872,  was  appro- 
priately celebrated  by  Mr.  Robinson,  it  being  the 
occasion  of  his  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  McGinnis. 
This  lady  was  born  in  1849,  in  Pennsylvania,  .and 
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b}'  her  union  with  our  subject  has  become  the 
mother  of  four  children,  three  of  whom  are  living: 
Nellie,  Lee,  and  William  N.  Ada  M.  died  when 
one  year  old.  Mr.  Robinson  during  his  younger 
years  taught  school  two  terms  in  Louisa  County, 
Iowa.  He  may  be  considered  a  successful  man  and 
is  still  in  his  prime,  with,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  manj^ 
more  years  of  usefulness  and  enjoyment.  Mrs. 
Robinson  died  Dec.  22,  1882. 


eAPT.  D.  PARKINSON,  proprietor  of  the 
First  National  Grocery,  Washington,  is  a 
fine  representative  of  the  business  men  of 
Washington  County,  and  as  one  of  its  leading  mer- 
chants, is  a  potent  factor  in  extending  its  com- 
mercial interests,and  in  otherwise  promoting  its  wel- 
fare. He  is  a  veteran  of  the  late  war,  in  which  he  won 
a  creditable  military  record,  his  promotion  from  the 
ranks  being  due  to  his  merits  as  a  faithful  and  ef- 
ficient soldier.  He  was  born  in  Concord  Township) 
Jackson  Co.,  Mich.,  June  20,  1838.  His  father, 
Sylvanus  Parkinson,  was  one  of  the  early  pioneers 
of  that  county.  He  was  a  native  of  Cattaraugus 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  reared  in  the  State  of  his 
birth.  In  1837  he  removed  from  Erie  County 
to  Michigan,  which  he  had  previQusl3'  visited  and 
had  made  a  claim  to  a  tract  of  Government  land 
in  Concord  Township,  of  wliich  he  thus  became  one 
of  the  first  settlers.  He  built  a  log  cabin  on  his 
land,  in  which  humble  abode  our  subject  was  born- 
The  Kalamazoo  River  passed  through  his  place, 
and  with  characteristic  shrewdness  and  foresight, 
he  determined  to  utilize  the  water  power  for  mill 
purposes,  and  he  soon  made  a  dam  and  erected  the 
first  sawmill  ever  built  in  that  part  of  the  coiintr}'. 
He  thus  became  the  pioneer  mill-owner  of  that 
region,  and  carried  on  quite  a  profitable  business 
in  tlie  manufacture  of  lumber.  While  operating 
the  mill,  he  cleared  a  large  tract  of  land,  and  super- 
intended its  improvement  into  a  valuable  farm.  His 
first  habitation  of  logs  was  burned,  and  he  erected 
in  its  place  a  more  commodious  frame  house.  His 
death,  in  1846,  closed  a  busy  and  honorable  career, 
while  cutting  him  down  in  the  prime  of  life,  and  a 
useful  citizen  was  lost  to  the  township  and  county. 


His  wife  did  not  long  survive  bim,  but  died  on  the 
home  farm  in  1847.  Her  maiden  name  was  Eliza- 
beth Farris,  and  she  was  born  in  the  State  of  New 
York.  Four  of  the  children  horn  of  her  marriage 
were  reared  to  maturity,  of  which  the  following  is 
recorded:  William  F.  resides  on  the  old  homestead, 
in  Concord,  Mich.;  Eleanor  is  the  wife  of  Mr.  Ken- 
yon,  of  Chicago;  Caleb  lives  in  Washington,  D.  C, 
where  he  has  held  a  clerkship  in  the  Second  Audi- 
tor's office  since  1862;  the  youngest  child  is  the 
subject  of  this  biographical  review. 

Our  subject  was  a  young  boy  when  the  death  of 
his  parents  left  him  and  his  brothers  and  sister 
orphans,  but  he  continued  to  live  with  them  in 
their  care  on  the  old  homestead.  He  laid  the  solid 
foundation  of  his  education  in  the  pioneer  schools 
of  his  native  township,  and  was  advanced  by  attend- 
ance at  the  Seminai-y,at  Albion.  He  lived  with  his 
brothers  and  sister  till  he  was  eighteen  years  old, 
and  then,  starting  out  in  the  vvorld  for  himself,  he 
made  his  way  to  Champaign  County,  111.,  where  he 
found  employment  at  farming,  and  one  winter  he 
taught  school.  He  remained  in  that  part  of  the 
Prairie  State  two  years,  and  then  went  to  Chicago, 
where,  ambitious  to  gain  a  more  thorough  business 
education,  he  became  a  student  at  Bryant  &  Strat- 
ton's  Commercial  College.  After  leaving  college, 
he  found  a  position  as  clerk,  and  was  thus  em- 
ployed the  opening  year  of  the  war.  In  1862  he 
determined  to  enter  the  army,  and  aid  his  ))rave 
comrades  who  had  gone  to  the  front,  in  fighting 
the  battles  of  their  common  country,  and  he  en- 
listed, in  the  month  of  April,  in  Company  A.,  2d 
Battalion.  16th  United  States  Infantry,  and  served 
with  distinction  three  years.  For  nearly  two  years 
he  was  stationed  at  Columbus,  Tenn.,  and  during 
that  time  his  regiment  made  several  excursions  in 
pursuit  of  the  enem^-.  In  1864  our  subject  and  his 
comrades  joined  Gen.  Sherman  at  Chattanooga,  and 
were  with  him  on  his.  famous  march  to  Atlanta,  their 
regiment  being  under  Gen.  Thomas'direct  command, 
and  they  took  part  in  the  engagement  at  Jonesboro, 
and  in  all  the  principal  battles  of  the  campaign. 
At  Lookout  Mountain,  Capt.  Parkinson  was  granted 
a  thirty  days'  furlough,  and  at  the  expiration  of  his 
leave  of  absence,  he  returned  to  Nashville  just  in 
time  to  take  part  in   the  great  battle  at   that  place, 
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he  being  the  only  member  of  his  regiment  in  that 
engagement,  the  others  being  at  Lookout  Moun- 
tain, wliere  he  soon  rejoined  them. 

Capt.  Parkingliam  served  until  the  expiration  of 
his  term  of  enlistment,  and  soon  after  his  return 
iiome,  he  received  his  commission  as  Second  Lieu- 
tenant, dated  prior  to  the  expiration  of  his  first 
term  of  service.  He  joined  his  regiment  at  Lookout 
Mountain,  and  continued  in  the  army  some  years 
after  the  close  of  tlie  war,  till  1869,  in  fact.  He 
was  stationed  at  Nashville,  and  a  part  of  the  time 
at  Memphis,  and  during  that  time  he  was  promoted 
to  the  captaincy  of  his  company,  and  commanded 
it  during  his  last  year  of  service.  He  acted  as 
quartermaster  and  as  Commissary,  and  the  National 
Cemetery  at  Memphis  was  laid  out  and  completed 
under  bis  supervision.  In  1869  the  Captain  re- 
signed from  the  army,  and  the  following  two  j'ears 
was  engaged  in  the  commission  business  at  Mem- 
phis, and  the  two  years  ensuing  carried  on  the  same 
business  in  St.  Louis.  In  1874  he  came  to  Kansas, 
and  locating  in  Ft.  Scott,  engaged  in  the  market 
gardening  and  game  business,  in  Bourbon  and  Ne- 
oslio  counties,  until  1877.  In  tliat  year  lie  estab- 
lished himself  in  Washington,  and  carried  on 
various  kinds  of  employment  till  1881.  In  March 
of  that  year  he  bought  a  restaurant  and  a  very 
small  stock  of  groceries,  his  only  capital  at  that 
time  being  S32.5,  and  from  that  small  beginning  he 
has  built  up  one  of  the  most  flourishing  businesses 
in  the  city,  as  he  now  commands  a  trade  of  §60,000 
a  jear. 

Capt.  Parkinson  and  Miss  Emma  Choate  were 
married  in  1869,  and  the}'  have  one  child,  David 
C.  Mrs.  Parkinson  was  born  in  Auburn,  N.  Y., 
and  is  a  daughter  of  Joseph  and  H.  Emeline  Choate. 
She  is  a  true,  womanl3'  woman,  possessing  those 
fine  qualities  that  make  her  a  veritable  home-maker. 
A  sincere  Christian,  she  is  a  consistent  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church. - 

Capt.  Parkinson's  career  thus  far  has  been  one 
of  honor  in  every  department  of  life,  whether  as 
a  military  or  civic  official,  as  a  business  man,  or  in 
his  social  and  domestic  relations.  He  possesses  a 
clear,  vigorous,  well-trained  mind,  and  his  judg- 
ment in  regard  to  business  matters  is  keen  and  far- 
seeing,  and  to  these    characteristics,  together  with 


I   the  fact  that  he  personally  superintends  his  affairs, 
{    is  attributal)le    his    marked  success.     These    traits 
j    have  also  made  him   invaluable    in  public  office,  as 
i    was  found  when    he  was   at    the    head  of    the    city 
government  of  Washington  as  Mayor,  and  when  he 
served  the  municipality  as  a  member  of  the  City 
Council,  in  which   positions   he  vigorously  pushed 
forward  all  schemes   looking    toward  the    improve- 
ment of  the  city,  or    that  would    in    any  way  pro- 
mote its  upbuilding. 

Mr.  Parkinson  is  connected  with  the  following 
organizations:  Frontier  Lodge.  No.  104.  A.  F.  cV 
A.  M.;  Washington  Lodge,  No.  119,  A.  O.  U.  W.; 
Waters  Camp,  M.  W.  A.;  and  Laurel  Lodge,  No. 
29,  K.  of  P.  In  politics  he  is  entirely  independent 
of  party,  giving  his  support  to  the  candidate  whom 
he  considers  best  qualified  for  the  office. 


J ~;  AMES  SAGEI 
I  ique,  a  wonde 
I  ordinary  busi 
'    wields  an    inf 


Vt;AMES  SAGER.     Possessed  of  a  fine  pli, 

derful  memory   and  more  than 
usiness  capacity,  this   gentleman 
fluence  in  both   the  social  .and 
[    political  circles  of  bis  vicinity.     He  is  a  dealer  in 
j    farm  implements  in  Vining,  and   is  well  known  to 
the  people  of  Clay,  Washington  and  Cloud  counties, 
i   among  whom  his  trade  is  large  and  flourishing.  He 
j    became  engaged    in  his  present  business   in   1881, 
when    he   commenced  with  a  mucli  smaller  stock 
than  he  is  now  compelled  to  carry.     For  the  two 
years  from  1887  to  1889  he  was  associated  in  part- 
j    nership  with  N.  B.  Needham  (see  biography  on  an- 
other page)  in  the  town  of  Clifton,  approximate  to 
Vining,  and   after  their  partnership  was  dissolved, 
he  farmed  for  one  year  before  starting  in  his  pres- 
ent business. 

Coming  to  Washington  Count}"  in  the  spring  of 
1870,  Mr.  Sager  homesteaded  in  Clifton  Townsliip 
I   on  sections  27  and  34,  the  date  of  his  pre-emption 
!    being    March    10,  1870.     The  land  w.is  then  un- 
broken, he  taking  up  the  first  farm  in  tlie  section; 
beginning  immediateh'  to  make  improvements,  the 
general   appearance  was  soon  changed  from  a  de- 
serted tract  of  land  to  fields  of  waving  grain  and 
,    blushing  fruits.     His  landed  possessions  have  been 
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since  increased  until  tlieir  present    acreage  is  480. 
On  tliis  estate  he  followed  agricultural  pursuits  for 
eight  years,  and  in    the  meantime   effected  many 
improvements.     At  the  time  of  his  first  arrival  in 
this  State  he  had  no  money,  nor  any    farming  im- 
plements, but  by  his  indomitable  industry  he  soon 
obtained  an  ox   team    and  a  plow,  with    which  lie   \ 
began  work,  and  by  means  of  which  he  soon   had    j 
his  farm  under  headway.     In  due  time  he  erected    j 
good  buildings,  including  a  neat  and  commodious   ; 
residence    and    a   good    barn,  besides  all  the  out- 
buildings requisite  on  a  modern  estate. 

Tracing  the  ancestry  of  our  subject  back  a  few 
generations,  we  find  that  his  great-grandfather, 
David  Sager,  came  of  German  parentage,  and  hav- 
ing emigrated  from  New  York  .State,  settled  in 
Canada,  making  his  home  in  Prince  Edward  County, 
Province  of  Ontario.  His  wife  had  accompanied 
him  to  Canada,  and  tliere  they  reared  a  family  of 
six  sons,  of  whom  Jacob,  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  the  eldest.  He  was  born  soon  after 
his  parents  located  in  Prince  Edward  County,  and 
there  grew  to  manhood.  He  married  Anna  Rogers, 
also  of  the  same  county,  and  she  became  the 
mother  of  four  sons  and  four  daughters,  who  grew 
to  maturity,  married,  and  arc  yet  living,  excepting 
one  daughter  and  one  son.  Jacob  Sager  and  his 
wife  lived  on  the  old  Sager  homestead  until,  at  a 
ripe  old  age,  they  passed  to  rest,  the  former  dying 
very  suddenly  of  heart  disease  and  the  latter  of 
apoplexy.  Of  their  eight  children,  John  W.,  the 
father  of  him  of  whom  we  write,  was  the  eldest, 
being  reared  to  farm  pursuits,  and  marrying  Miss 
Mary  A.  Hanna,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  ,the 
Province  of  Ontario,  near  Napinee.  Her  parents 
were  Scotch  people,  her  father  having  emigrated 
from  Scotland  at  an  eaily  day.  J.  W.  Sager  and 
his  wife  lived  for  raanj'  years  in  their  old  home, 
but  afterward  the  mother  came  to  the  United  States 
and  settled  in  Washington  County,  and  afterward 
removed  to  Graham  County,  Kansas,  where  she 
now  lives,  at  the  age  of  about  sixty-five  j'ears. 

James  Sager  was  reared  to  man's  estate  in  Prince 
Edward  County,  where  he  was  born  Aug.  28,  1845.    j 
He  is  at  present  the  oldest  survivor  of  a  large  fam- 
ily, having  five  brothers  and  one  sister  who  are  yet 
living,  all  of  whom  I'eside  in  the  United  States,  and 


with  one  exception  are  married.  Upon  reaching 
the  age  of  nineteen  years  James  Sager  left  the  home 
of  his  youth  and  the  shores  of  Canada,  emigrating 
to  the  United  States  and  coming  to  Detroit,  Mich., 
in  May,  1864,  whence  he  came  to  Missouri  and 
worked  on  the  Hannibal  and  St.  Joe  Railway. 
Leaving  Missouri  he  proceeded  to  Knox  County, 
III.,  where  he  was  engaged  as  a  farm  laborer,  con- 
tinuing thus  employed  while  in  Illinois.  Not  mak- 
ing much  headway  in  that  State,  he  resolved  to 
seek  new  fields  of  labor,  and  so  located  in  Kansas 
in  1870,  having  since  that  time  attained  prosperity 
by  dint  of  untiring  efforts  and  strenuous  exertions. 

A  few  years  after  coming  to  Kansas  an  important 
change  took  place  in  the  life  of  Mr.  Sager,  for  he 
was  then  married  to  Miss  Iva  S.  Haynes,  their  union 
being  consummated  in  Clifton  Township,  March  1, 
1874.  Mrs.  Sager  was  born  in  Monroe  County, 
111.,  March  24,  1852.  to  John  G.  and  Amanda 
(Fairchild)  Haynes.  the  former  having  come  to 
Kansas  as  early  as  1864.  He  made  a  pleasant  home 
for  his  family  in  Clay  County,  and  there  died  when 
an  old  man,  having  won  the  respect  of  all  who 
knew  him.  The  mother  yet  lives,  and  makes  her 
home  in  Clifton  Township,  being  now  (1889)  past 
sixty  yeai-s  of  age.  Mrs.  Sager  was  one  of  the 
younger  members  of  her  father's  family,  and  was 
twelve  years  of  age  when  her  parents  removed  to 
Kansas.  At  the  parental  homestead  she  lived 
until  her  marriage,  learning  all  those  useful  things 
which  were  of  such  benefit  to  her  when  she  as- 
sumed the  responsible  position  of  a  housekeeper 
and  a  home  maker.  Wifehood  and  motherhood 
arc  graced  by  her,  and  the  duties  and  cares  of  life 
become  a  pleasure  when  viewed  by  her  sunny  dis- 
position. Of  the  five  children  born  to  her  and  her 
husband,  one,  Charles  A,,  was  taken  from  eaith 
when  onl}'  a  little  more  than  two  years  of  age. 
while  those  living  aie :  Gilbert  A.,  Emily  L., 
Millie  E.  A.  and  Frank  M.  The  children  are 
bright  and  intelligent,  and  form  with  their  parents 
a  pleasant  and  happy  home  circle.  They  are  re- 
ceiving the  foundatioijs  of  a  good  education,  which 
will  be  very  extended  and  complete  in  later  years. 

Being  prominent  in  politics,  Mr.  Sager  has  held 
all  the  offices  of  Clifton  Township,  and  was  County 
Commissioner   for  three  consecutive  \ears.     He  is 
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a  member  of  tlie  Masonic  Blue  Lodge,  No.  122, 
having  occupied  almost  all  tlie  chairs  of  the  lodge, 
lie  lias  been  a  delegate  to  the  State  Convention  and 
is  a  member  of  the  State  Lodgje,  also  of  Signet 
Chapter,  No.  52,  of  Clyde,  Kan.  The  A.  O.  U.  W. 
claim  him  as  an  honored  member,  his  name  being 
enrolled  as  a  charter  member  of  No.  40,  of  Clifton, 
wiierein  he  has  held  all  the  offices.  He  votes  uni- 
formly with  the  Republican  party.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Sager  are  universally  respected,  the  former  for  his 
worth  and  honor,  the  latter  for  her  many  charms 
of  gracious  womanhood. 


,^^  AMUEL  A.  FOSTER  is  one  of  the  leading 
^^^^  citizens  of  Leonardville  and  one  of  the 
IvLcU?)  '^^*'  business  men  of  the  place.  He  is, 
perhaps,  more  fully  identified  with  the 
business  interests  of  the  town  than  almost  any 
other  man  in  it.  He  is  a  lumber  dealer  and  carries 
on  an  extensive  and  profitable  trade.  He  is  a  na- 
tive of  Kansas,  having  been  born  in  Leavenworth, 
Sept.  18,  1858,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Letitia 
( Sampson)  Foster.  John  Foster  is  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania,  having  been  born  in  Alleghenj- 
County,  Jan.  6,  1833.  He  moved  to  Minnesota  at 
an  early  date  and  lived  there  till  18.57,  when  he 
moved  to  Leavenworth,  Kan.,  where  he  worked  at 
tlie  carpenter's  trade  for  a  few  years  and  then  en- 
gaged in  the  lumber  business.  He  continued  in  the 
latter  occupation  for  a  few  years,  then  went  to 
farming,  which  he  followed  some  time.  In  1879 
he  opened  a  lumberyard  in  Randolph,  Kan.,  which 
is  now  being  conducted  by  the  Foster  Lumber 
Company.  In  1889  Mr.  Foster  went  to  Kansas 
City,  Mo.,  where  he  now  resides.  Mr.  Foster  and 
two  of  his  sous  are  members  of  the  Foster  Lumber 
Company,  at  Kansas  City,  an  enterprise  that  brings 
in  large  returns  yearly  and  has  been  the  means  of 
making  its  stock-holders  quite  wealthy  and  influen- 
tial. Mr.  Foster  is  a  thorough  business  man  and 
has  by  iiis  sagacity  amassed  a  large  fortune  which 
he  does  not  selfishly  hoard,  but  is  always  ready  to 
respond  to  the  call  of  charity  or  otlier  enterprises 
reciuiring  liberal  pecuniary   aid.     He  is  a    member 


of  the  Presbyterian  Church  and  an  upright,  honor- 
able man.  He  is  a  Republican  in  polities  and 
although  true  to  his  convictions  is  not  bigoted  in 
in  his  views.  The  father  of  John  and  grandfather 
of  Samuel  Foster,  was  Samuel,  a  native  of  the  old 
Keystone  State,  of  German  extraction. 

Letitia  Sampson,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  is 
also  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  where  she  was  born 
in  1834.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Thomas  Sampson, 
a  native  of  the  same  State  and  of  Irish  extraction. 
Mrs.  Foster  is  a  lady  of  fine,  prepossessing  appear- 
ance and  has  preserved  much  of  the  vigor  of  youth 
to  the  present  time.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Foster  have  had 
nine  children  liorn  unto  them,  named  respectively: 
xVnnie,  Samuel  A.,  Thomas.  Benjamin, Mary,  Mattie, 
lona,  James  and  George. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  second  child 
and  was  reared  in  Leavenworth  where  he  attended 
the  common  schools  and  secured  a  fair  education. 
While  3-et  in  his  teens  he  commenced  earning  his 
own  living.  He  procured  employment  as  a  clerk  and 
continued  at  that  work  until  he  was  about  twenty- 
four  years  of  age.  In  1882  he  moved  to  Leon- 
ardville and  engaged  in  the  lumber,  grain  and  coal 
business,  which  he  has  continued  to  follow  to  the 
present  time.  The  immense  business  was  conducted 
under  the  name  of  John  Foster  &  Sons  until  1889, 
when  the  Foster  Lumber  Company  was  organized. 
Samuel  Foster  had  previously  purchased,  Jan.  1, 
1888,  the  business  at  the  towns  of  Leonardville 
and  Green,  which  he  still  conducts.  Although  a 
young  man,  his  general  intelligence,  shrewd  busi- 
ness management  and  executive  ability,  have 
placed  him  in  the  front  rank  of  prominent  and  in- 
fluential men  in  his  town  and  have  secured  for  him 
the  unreserved  confidence  and  support  of  all  good 
citizens  in  his  efforts  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the 
place.  As  a  proof  of  the  high  esteem  in  which  he 
is  held,  it  is  only  necessary  to  say  that  he  has  been 
Ma3'or  of  Leonardville,  and  while  in  that  office 
gave  almost  universal  satisfaction.  Like  his  father 
he  belongs  to  the  great  Republican  party  and  is  a 
devoted  adherent  of  the  principles  promulgated  by 
its  leaders. 

Nov.  25,  1885,  was  a  red  letter  d.ay  in  the  calen- 
dar of  Samuel  Foster,  as  on  that  day  he  led  to  the 
altar  Miss  Nellie  Combs,  a  charming  and  intelligent 
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young  lady  of  Leavenworth,  Kan.,  and  in  the  pres- 
ence of  assembled  friends  made  her  his  beloved 
wife.  Mrs.  Foster  is  a  native  of  Leavenworth, 
Kan.  She  was  born  in  1860,  and  grew  to  woman- 
hood in  her  native  town  where  she  received  a  good 
education  and  is  well  fitted  to  be  the  companion  of 
her  devoted  husband.  One  child,  Earle,  has  come 
to  cheer  their  hearts  and  fill  thtir  home  with  sun- 
shine. 

The  portrait  of  Mr.  Foster  on  another  page  will 
be  recognized  as  that  of  one  of  the  most  enterpris- 
ing men  of  Leonardville,  and  one  who  has  done 
much  toward  advancing  her  material  interests. 

OHN  A.  ALLEN,  one  of  the  leading  grocers 
Manhattan,  is  a  fine  representative  of  one 
the  earliest  pioneer  families  of  Kansas, 
'f^^  and  is  distinguished  as  being  one  of  the  earli- 
est settlers  in  this  State,  he  having  come  here 
with  his  parents  when  a  lad  of  twelve  years,  in 
1854,  the  year  that  Kansas  was  thrown  open  to 
the  whites.  And  now,  in  the  prime  of  a  vigorous 
manhood,  he  may  with  pride  point  to  the  fact  that 
he  has  witnessed  the  entire  development  of  this  part 
of  the  Great  West,and  while  thus  watching  the  making 
of  a  State  he  has  contributed  to  its  material,  social 
and  moral  progress.  A  veteran  of  the  late  war,  en- 
listing for  the  defence  of  the  Stars  and  Stripes 
before  he  had  attained  his  majority, he  is  now  prom- 
inently identified  with  the  G.  A.  R.  as  Past  Com- 
mander of  one  of  the  Kansas  posts. 

Our  subject  is  of  Massachusetts  birth,  born  in 
Roxbury  (now  Boston  Highlands),  June  11,  1842, 
coming  of  well  known  New  England  stock,  the  Al- 
iens tracing  their  lineage  back  to  the  Pilgrim  foun- 
ders of  Plymouth.  The  great  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  William  Allen,  was  born  in  1726,  a  son  of 
Josiah  Allen,  who  was  born  in  1677,  who  was  in 
turn  a  son  of  Samuel  Allen,  Jr.,  born  in  1632,  a  son 
of  that  Samuel  Allen,  who  was  born  in  England  in 
1607  or  1608,  and  was  the  first  of  the  family  to  lo- 
cate in  America.  John  Allen,  the  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  is  supposed  to  have  been  born  in  Mas- 
sachusetts, but  he  subsequently  removed  from  that 
State  to  New  Hampshire,  and  located  in  the  town 


of  Lyme,  where  he  followed  his  occupation  of 
farming  till  death  closed  his  mortal  career.  His  son, 
Asahel  G.,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  at  the 
old  homestead  in  Lyme,  Aug.  16,  1804,  and  was 
reared  amid  the  granite  hills  of  his  native  State  to 
a  strong,  self-helpful  manhood.  He  early  learned 
that  which  was  known  as  the  clothier's  trade,  the 
art  of  carding,  weaving  and  finishing  cloth. 

Mr.  Allen  worked  in  Lyme,  and  removed  from 
New  Hampshire  about  1840  to  Roxbury,  Mass.,  and 
he  was  employed  by  the  Goodyear  Rubber  Com- 
pany, in  Boston  and  also  in  New  Haven  and  New 
York  Citj'.  He  also  worked  for  the  Boston  Belting 
Companj'  in  Roxbury.  In  1849  he  was  seized  with 
the  gold  fever  that  led  so  many  to  seek  their  for- 
tunes in  California,  and  he  went  thither  by  the  way 
of  Cape  Horn,  and  arrived  at  San  Francisco  after  a 
voyage  of  nearly  seven  months.  He  was  engaged 
in  mining  there  for  a  time,  but  finally  returned  to 
his  home  in  Roxbury  after  an  absence  of  about  two 
j'ears.  He  continued  to  reside  in  Roxbury  till  1854, 
when  he  joined  a  colonj' sent  out  undor  the  auspices 
of  the  New  lingland  Emigrant  Aid  Society  to  Kan- 
sas, journeying  thither  by  rail  to  Buffalo,  thence  by 
steamer  to  Detroit,  from  there  b}'  rail  to  Chicago, 
and  thence  to  St.  Louis,  where  the  company  em- 
barked on  a  steamer  and  were  conveyed  to  Kansas 
City,  then  a  small  hamlet.  There  the  colony  dele- 
gated five  persons  to  precede  them  to  select  a  suit- 
able location  for  settlement,  and  then  report  to  the 
remainder  of  the  party  at  Lawrence.  The  father  of 
our  subject,  and  his  sons,  William  and  Charles  B. 
went  to  that  city  to  meet  the  committee  on  tlieir 
return.  Those  gentlemen  reported  in  favor  of  the 
colony  locating  in  Pottawatomie  County,  and  Mr. 
Allen  and  his  son,  Charles,  went  on  to  see  the  se- 
lected site,  while  William  returned  for  the  other 
members  of  the  family,  who  after  his  arrival  made 
arrangements  with  the  Wyandotte  Indians  to  take 
their  goods  up  the  Kansas  River  on  a  flat  boat, 
while  the  familj'  went  to  their  destination  with  a 
team,  starting  from  Kansas  City  Nov.  16,  and  ar- 
riving at  Rock  Creek  on  the  25th  of  that  month. 

At  Lawrence  the  family  was  met  by  other  mem- 
bers of  the  colony,  who  guided  them  to  Wild  Cat 
Creek, v;here  the  father  had  made  a  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land  in  what  is  now  Grant  Township,  the  settlement 
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being  then  one  of  the  farthest  west  on  the  plains  of 
Kansas,  and  Riley  County,  which  then  contained 
but  very  few  families,  jad  not  been  surveyed  or 
organized.  On  the  17Ui  of  October,  1854,  the  day 
on  which  the  family  left  Roxbury  for  the  frontier, 
the  mother  of  our  subject  commenced  a  diary, which 
is  a  clear  and  neatly  written  chronicle  of  their 
journey  thither  and  of  tiie  interesting  incidents  of 
pioneer  life  here,  and  we  gladly  incorporate  a  few 
of  the  notes  in  this  sketch,  that  give  one  a  good 
idea  of  the  primitive  surroundings  of  the  inliabit- 
ants  and  of  the  privations  that  they  suffered  in 
laying  the  foundations  of  this  Commonwealth.  She 
states  that  while  in  Lawrence  she  attended  church, 
which  was  held  in  a  rude  building,  constructed  of 
l)oles  slanting  from  the  ground  to  a  high  ridge  i)ole, 
and  covered  with  straw  and  turf,  with  windows  in 
the  end ;  and  the  pulpit  was  made  of  bunks  placed 
one  above  another  and  covered  with  a  buffalo  skin. 
On  the  22nd  of  December,  she  writes:  "Out  of  pro- 
visions. Bought  a  turkey  of  a  squaw  for  twenty- 
five  cents  and  borrowed  flour  from  a  neighbor  two 
miles  away."  In  another  place  she  writes:  "We  are 
baking  boiled  corn  and  poi'k  to  take  the  place  usu- 
ally assigned  to  beans  aii<l  pork  for  a  Sabbath  meal." 
In  the  month  uf  March,  1855,  she  writes  that  "two 
men  came  along  and  wanted  to  stop  all  night.  They 
were  from  Maine,  and  were  on  their  return.  They 
had  a  sack  of  flour  tliey  wanted  to  sell,  which  we 
were  very  glad  to  buy,  as  none  could  be  procured 
at  Juniata."  In  another  place,  writing  of  going 
to  a  meeting,  she  says  that  she  rode  in  an  ox  cart. 
One  day  she  and  lier  son  of  whom  we  write  were 
left  alone  in  the  cabin,  wiien  three  hungry  looking 
wolves  came  roaming  around.  With  the  intrepid 
courage  of  a  true  frontiers- woman,  the  mother  pro- 
cured the  gun,  and  resting  .it  on  her  son's  shoulder, 
fired  at  tiie  wild  beasts,  and  one  went  limping  away, 
while  the  others  fled  as  fast  as  their  legs  could 
carry  them. 

The  first  pioneer  work  of  the  fatlier  of  our 
subject  was  to  erect  a  log  cabin,  in  which  his  fam- 
ily took  shelter  before  it  had  either  door,  floor  or 
windows.  The  country  was  so  sparsely  settled  and 
in  such  a  wild  condition,  that  Mr.  Allen  concluded 
to  abandon  his  claim  and  remove  to  Juniata,  a  set- 
tlement on  the  Blue  River.     He  there  took  posses- 


sion of  a  double,  log  house,  and  made  a  claim  to  a 
tract  of  land  in  Riley  County,  opposite  to  Juniata. 
The  land  at  that  time  had  not  been  surveyed,  and 
after  he  had  made  some  improvements,  the  Wyan- 
dotte Indians  claimed  that  they  had  rights  to  the 
land,  and  rather  than  have  litigation  with  them,  he 
vacated  it,  and  made  another  claim  in  what  is  now 
Blue  Township,  one  and  one-half  miles  east  of  the 
present  site  of  Manhattan.  He  improved  that  tract 
of  wild,  uncultivated  land  into  a  valuable,  highly 
tilled  farm,  on  which  he  made  his  home  till  his 
death  at  a  ripe  old  age  in  November,  1879,  and  all 
that  was  mortal  of  him  now  lies  buried  in  Manhat- 
tan cemetery.  He  was  a  straightforward,  true- 
hearted  man,  well  dowered  mentally  and  physically, 
one  whom  his  neighbors  and  friends  found  to  be  a 
wise  and  ready  helper,  and  his  memory  is  held  in 
reverence  as  one  of  the  earliest  pioneers  in  Riley 
Countj',  who  bore  an  honorable  part  in  its  upbuild- 
ing. His  wife,  who  cheerfully  left  the  comforts  of 
their  pleasant  New  England  home  to  share  with 
him  the  trials  and  hardships  of  life  on  the  frontier, 
and  who  was  an  important  factor  in  its  prosperity, 
survived  him  till  Aug.  4,  1886,  when  she,  too, 
passed  away.  Her  maiden  name  was  Chestina  Bow- 
ker,  and  she  was  born  in  Fitzwilliam,  N.  H.  being  a 
daughter  of  Charles  Bowker.  She  was  the  mother 
of  seven  children — Elzina,  William  F.,  Charles  B., 
Henrietta  C,  John  A..  Mary  and  Abbie. 

John  Allen,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  twelve 
years  old  when  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  Kan- 
sas. He  received  his  early  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  Roxbury,  and  later  attended  the  pioneer 
schools  of  Kansas,  and  then  he  took  a  course  of 
study  at  Bluemont  College.  When  not  attending 
school  he  assisted  his  father  in  the  improvement  of 
his  farm,  and  was  a  member  of  the  parental  house- 
hold till  1862.  In  August  of  that  year,  at  twenty 
years  of  age,  with  a  promising  future  before  him  of 
■a,  successful  life,  he  put  aside  all  personal  consider- 
ations to  take  an  active  part  in  the  War,  whose 
course  he  had  been  watching  with  patriotic  interest, 
enlisting  in  Company  G,  lltli  Kansas  Volunteer 
Infantry.  He  served  in  Arkansas  under  Gen. 
Blount,  and  fought  at  Cane  Hill  and  Prairie  Grove. 
In  June,  1863,  his  company-  was  detaciied  from  the 
regiment  and  sent  to  Ft.  Rile3',  and  while  there  the 
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whole  regiment  was  transformed  into  cavahy.  It 
was  stationed  at  Ft.  Riley  ten  months,  and  was  then 
sent  to  Ft.  Leavenworth  to  serve  as  body-guard  to 
Gen.  Curtis,  and  went  with  him  to  the  frontier  to 
suppress  the  belligerent  Indians,  and  afterward 
drove  Price  from  Kansas  into  Missouri,  taking  part 
in  several  engagements.  Mr.  Allen  served  with  his 
companj^  till  after  the  close  of  the  War  and  was 
honorably  discharged  on  the  13th  of  June,  1865, 
having  proved  himself  to  be  possessed  of  fine  sol- 
dierly qualities  that  gained  him  the  esteem  of  his 
commanding  officers  and  the  respect  of  his  comrades 
in  arms.  After  leaving  the  army  he  returned  to  his 
Kansas  home,  and  the  next  j'ear  resumed  farming 
on  the  homestead,  continuing  in  that  employment 
till  1871,  when  he  came  to  Manhattan  to  enter  the 
employ  of  the  Kansas  Pacific  Railway  at  the  station 
in  this  city.  He  was  thus  engaged  two  years,  and 
then  for  one  year  he  traveled  over  the  State  in  the  in- 
terest of  the  Sons  of  Temperance,  and  during  that 
time  succeeded  in  organizing  thirty-eight  different 
divisions.  In  the  fall  of  1878  he  accepted  the  po- 
sition of  agent  for  the  Grange  Store  in  Manhattan, 
and  acted  in  that  capacity  five  and  one-half  years. 
At  the  expiration  of  that  time  he  established  him- 
self in  business  as  a  grocer,  and  has  built  up  a  large 
and  paying  trade,  having  a  good  store  well  stocked 
with  the  best  of  groceries  that  can  be  procured  in 
any  market  to  suit  the  demands  of  his  customers. 
He  is  now  conductinghis  business  alons,  although  he 
has  had  partners  at  different  times. 

Mr.  Allen  and  Miss  Belle  Perry  were  united  in 
marriage  Dec.  13,  1879.  Mrs.  Allen  is  a  native  of 
Connecticut,  and  inheriting  from  a  sterling  ancestry 
true  tact,  capabilitj^  and  discretion,  she  understands 
well  how  to  make  home  cheery  and  attractive,  and 
that  of  herself  and  husband  is  conceded  by  their 
many  friends  to  be  the  abode  of  genuine  hospitality. 
She  is  a  consistent  Christian  and  an  estimable  mem- 
ber of  the  Congregational  Church. 

Mr.  Allen  is  possessed  of  a  well  balanced  mind, 
being  a  deep  thinker,  a  keen  observer,  and  passion- 
ately fond  of  reading,  and  is  exceptionally  well  in- 
formed on  all  subjects.  lie  is  exceeding  interested 
in  public  affairs,  and  casting  his  first  Presidential 
vote  for  Lincoln  in  1864,  he  has  been  a  firm  Repub- 
lican ever  since.  A  man  of  fine  character  and  noble 


principles,  he  has  always  exerted  his  influence  on 
the  side  of  the  right  and  in  favor  of  reform  where- 
ever  reform  is  needed.  Especiallj'  is  this  so  in  re- 
gard to  the  temperance  movement,  in  which  he  is 
one  of  the  most  prominent  and  enthusiastic  workers 
in  the  State.  After  leaving  the  army  he  joined  the 
Western  Star  Division  of  the  Sons  of  Temperance, 
No.  1,  and  in  1880  was  a  delegate  to  the  conven- 
tion of  the  National  Division  of  that  order,  held  at 
Cincinnati,  and  was  there  elected  National  Con- 
ductor for  a  term  of  two  years.  He  took  part  in 
the  State  Convention  in  1882  that  nominated  St. 
John  for  a  third  term,  he  being  Chairman  of  the 
Riley  County  Delegation.  He  is  identified  with  the 
A.  F.  and  A.  M.  as  a  member  of  Lafayette  Lodge. 
No.  14,  and  he  is  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  G.  A.  R. 
in  this  county,  being  Past  Commander  of  the  Lew 
Gove  Post.  Religiouslj',  he  is  connected  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  as  one  of  its  most 
active  members. 


|r^^OBERT  McLAUGHLIN.  In  the  career  of 
|L^'  this  representative  citizen  of  Blaine  Town- 
ship, is  illustrated  that  of  the  self-made  man 
who  began  in  life  dependent  upon  his  own 
resources  and  who  has  by  his  own  industry'  and 
perseverance  arisen  to  an  enviable  position  among 
his  fellow-men.  We  find  him  comfortably  situated 
on  a  well  improved  farm,  embracing  a  portion  of 
section  33  and  which,  with  its  well-tilled  fields  and 
substantial  buildings  does  credit  to  the  good  judg- 
ment and  forethought  of  the  proprietor.  Blaine 
Township  has  been  fortunate  in  the  men  who  came 
at  an  early  date  within  its  limits,  and  among  its 
most  worthy  citizens  may  be  mentioned  him  with 
whose  name  we  introduce  this  sketch. 

A  native  of  County  Antrim,  Ireland,  Mr.  Mc- 
Laughlin was  born  July  14,  1825,  and  is  the  son  of 
James  and  Jane  McLaughlin,  who  were  likewise 
natives  of  Ireland  and  of  Scotch  descent.  Robert 
was  the  eldest  son  of  his  parents  and  was  reared  to 
manhood  in  his  native  county,  acquiring  his  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools  and  becoming  familiar 
with  agricultural  pursuits  as  carried  on  in  tliat 
part  of  the  world,  lie  also  learned  linen  weaving 
which  he  followed   in  the    winter   seasons    and    at 
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other  times  when  not  engaged  in  worlv  on  the  farm. 
What  he  lacliecl  in  school  advantages,  he  has  made 
lip  b3'  reading  and  observation  and  is  well  posted 
upon  the  general  topics  of  the  day. 

A  lad  ambitious  be3'ond  his  years,  Mr.  Mc- 
Laughlin began  laying  his  plans  for  the  future 
early  in  life  and  after  a  few  years  discovered  that 
he  was  not  likely  to  realize  his  hopes  upon  his 
native  soil.  Accordingly,  soon  after  reaching  his 
majority  he  decided  upon  emigrating  to  America. 
After  bidding  adieu  to  the  friends  and  associates  of 
his  ciiildhood  he  repaired  to  the  city  of  Liverpool, 
England,  and  secured  passage  on  a  sailing  vessel, 
which,  after  a  voyage  of  five  weeks  and  three  days, 
lauded  him  in  the  city  of  Quebec,  Canada.  Thence 
he  proceeded  to  Montreal,  where  he  remained  abcut 
three  months.  We  next  find  him  in  Philadelphia, 
Pa.,  where  he  procured  employment  as  a  weaver  of 
ingrain  carpeting.  He  sojourned  in  the  City  of 
Brotherly  Love  for  a  period  of  ten  years,  and  a 
part  of  the  time  was  in  business  for  himself.  Sub- 
sequently for  over  thirty  years  he  followed  draying 
and  general  teaming,  having  sometimes  two  wagons 
and  a  cart  in  operation. 

In  the  meantime,  in  Philadelphia  Mr.  McLaughlin 
was  married,  in  November,  1847,  to  Miss  Rose  A. 
Donaghj'.  This  lady  is  likewise  a  native  of  the 
North  of  Ireland  and  the  d.aughter  of  Alexander 
and  Jane  Donaghy.  Of  this  union  there  were  born 
five  children,  only  two  of  whom  are  living,  viz: 
Jennie,  the  wife  of  Rev.  f4.  W.  Brownell,  a  minister 
of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  in  Pennsyl- 
vania; and  IMargaret  the  wife  of  Alexander 
Cor3'balle,  a  Notary  Public  and  conveyancer  in 
Philadelphia.  The  deceased  children  were  named 
respectively,  James  A.,  Mar^'  E.  and  Robert  .S. 

Leaving  Pennsylvania  with  his  family  in  1879, 
Mr.  McLaughlin  sought  the  Far  West,  coming  to 
Clay  County,  this  State,  and  decided  to  turn  his 
attention  to  agriculture.  He  purchased  160  acres 
of  land,  which  is  included  in  his  present  farm  and 
which  lay  at  that  time  in  its  primitive  state.  He 
labored  in  true  pioneer  style  in  the  improvement 
and  cultivation  of  his  farm,  and  in  due  time  his 
labors  met  with  their  legitimate  reward.  He  has 
made  many  friends  during  his  sojourn  in  Kansas 
and  is  looked  upon  as  a  liberal-minded  and  public- 


spirited  gentleman — one  who  has  ever  been  willing 
to  contribute  his  quota  to  the  general  welfare  of 
the  community.  He  is  an  active  member  of  the 
Reformed  Presbyterian  Church,  in  whose  prosperity 
he  has  always  maintained  a  warm  interest.  Politic- 
ally, he  affiliated  with  the  old  Whig  party  until 
its  abandonment,  but  is  now  practically  independ- 
ent, aiming  to  support  the  men  whom  he  considers 
best  qualified  for  office,  irrespective  of  party.  He 
still  owns  his  house  and  lot  in  Philadelphia. 


0"  ASPER  W.  HASSEBROEK.  The  subject 
,  of  this  sketch  is  one  of  the  few  men  who  have 
__  made  a  success,  flnanciall}',  in  mercantile 
pursuits.  He  is  one  of  the  pioneers  in  the  busi- 
ness at  Rilej-,  Riley  County,  and  is  not  only  capable 
and  efliicient  as  a  financier,  but  a  man  whose  strict 
integrity  has  established  him  in  the  esteem  and 
confidence  of  all  who  know  him.  Of  German 
birth  and  parentage,  his  native  place  was  in  Older- 
sum,  Prussia,  and  he  first  opened  his  eyes  to  the 
light  Aug.  23,  1836.  In  accordance  with  the  laws 
and  customs  of  his  native  land,  he  w.as  placed  in 
school  at  an  early  age  and  given  a  thorough  edu- 
cation in  the  German  tongue.  When  a  youth  of 
seventeen  years  he  emigrated,  with  his  parents,  to 
America  and  settled  in  Ogle  County,  111.,  where  he 
followed  farming  until  1874. 

During  the  above-mentioned  year,  Mr.  Ilasse- 
broek  crossed  the  Mississippi  and  established  him- 
self in  Riley  County,  Kan.,  purchasing  160  acres 
of  land  on  section  2,  Madison  Township.  He 
carried  on  the  cultivation  and  improvement  of  this 
land  until  1877,  then  abandoning  farm  pursuits  and 
going  to  Rilej^  Centre,  engaged  in  general  merchan- 
dising, at  which  he  continued  until  1887,  at  that 
place.  Then  he  changed  his  residence  to  Riley  and 
continued  business  as  before. 

While  a  resident  of  Illinois,  Mr.  H.assebroek  was 
married  to  a  lady  whose  maiden  name  was  Ida 
Groenhagen,  of  Ogle  County,  lU.  Mrs.  Hasse- 
broek  was  born  in  Sickwerrum,  Ostfriesland,  in  the 
Kingdom  of  Hanover, Germany,  Nov.  17,  1838, and 
came  to  America  with  her  parents  in  1857.     Of  her 
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union  with  our  subject  there  have  been  born  ten 
children,  viz:  William,  ftrytie,  Anna,  Hermina, 
William,  Henoch,  Maria,  Lidea,  Jolianas  and  Ida. 
The  parents  of  our  subject  were  William  and 
Anna  (Freerl?s)  Hassebroek,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  Germany,  and  who  spent  their  last  years 
in  Ogle  County,  111.  Their  family  consisted  of 
nine  children,  viz:  Fentjo,  Freerk,  .Tanna,  Wicrake, 
Casper  W.,    Albretje,  David,    (hytie    and  Wilkea. 


//p^  W.  BIRD,  a  prosperous  and  enterprising 
(||  ,— .  business'man  of  W.ashington,  where  he  is 
''>^|j  engaged  in  the  sale  of  agricultural  imple- 
ments comes  from  a  family  of  pioneers,  his  father 
and  grandfather  liaving  been  useful  factors  in  de- 
veloping the  agricultural  resources  and  promoting 
the  growth  of  at  least  four  of  our  Western  States. 
He  is  himself  a  pioneer,  having  been  an  early 
settler  of  Washington  County,  and  he  has  aided  in 
extending  its  great  farming  interests,  taking  up  a 
homestead  claim  of  wild  prairie  land  in  what  is 
now  Mill  Creek  Township,  and  improving  it  into 
as  good  a  farm  as  any  in  that  locality. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Monroe  Township, 
Grant  Co.,  Ind.,  March  24,  1832.  His  father. 
James  Bird,  was  born  in  Preble  County,  Ohio,  in 
the  early  days  of  its  settlement,  his  father,  bearing 
the  same  name  as  himself  and  a  native  of  New  Jer- 
sey, having  been  a  pioneer  of  that  section  of  the 
country.  He  was  a  son  of  Ralph  Bird,  who  is  sup- 
posed to  have  been  born  in  England.  The  grand- 
father of  our  subject  moving  to  Ohio  when  the 
greater  part  of  it  was  a  wilderness  given  up  to 
beasts  of  prey  and  savage  Indians,  bought  a  tract 
of  land  in  the  primeval  forests  and  lived  there 
some  years.  About  1830,  he  made  a  move  further 
westward  and  found  his  way  through  a  wild, 
sparsely  settled  region  to  Indiana,  going  thither 
with  wagons,  and  there  he  once  more  began  the 
life  of  a  pioneer.  He  located  in  Grant  County 
and  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  in  that  part  of  the 
country.  He  bought  a  large  tract  of  timber  land, 
built  a  log  house  for  a  dwelling,  and  at  once  set 
about  the  hard  task  of  eliminating  a  farm  from  the 
forest  covered  land.      He    cleared    an    extensive 


tract,  planted  orchards,  and  etherwise  greatly  im- 
proved the  place,  on  which  he  resided  manj-  years. 
But  he  finally  sold  it,  and  moving  to  Rensselaer, 
.Jasper  Count}\  in  the  same  State,  he  bought  an- 
other farm  which  lie  made  his  home  till  death  called 
him  hence  in  1850.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Elizabeth  S.  Summers,  died  about  1856. 

The  father  of  our  subject  grew  to  man's  estate 
in  his  native  State,  and  was  tiiere  married,  Rebecca 
Summers,  a  n.ative  of  Logan  County,  Ohio,  becom- 
ing his  wife.  Her  parents,  William  and  Sarah 
Summers,  were  natives  of  New  York  and  Scotland, 
and  were  English,  of  Scotch  parentage.  Mr.  Bird 
and  his  wife  moved  to  Indiana  with  his  parents,  and 
became  pioneers  of  Monroe  Township,  he  buying  a 
tract  of  timber  land,  on  which  he  erected  a  log 
house,  and  in  that  humble  dwelling  our  subject  was 
born.  Mr.  Bird  cleared  a  farm  from  the  wilder- 
ness where  deer,  bears  and  wolves  were  plentiful 
and  often  annoying;  he  made  his  home  there  some 
\'ears.  There  were  no  railways  in  those  days,  and 
Wabash  Town,  on  the  WabashJRiver,  was  the  near- 
est market  for  some  years.  In  1855  Mr.  Bird  sold  his 
Indiana  farm,  and  again  started  westward,  traveling 
with  teams,  to  Clayton  County, Iowa, his  destination, 
and  he  again  entered  upon  the  life  of  a  pioneer  in 
another  new  town,  buying  a  farm  in  A'olga  Town- 
ship. He  resided  there  until  186;»,  when  his  rest- 
less spirit  again  drove  him  forth,  and  traveling  in 
wagons  towards  the  setting  sun  he  and  his  famil}' 
at  last  came  to  this  fair  land,  and  selecting  what  is 
now  Mill  Creek  Township  as  a  suitable  location, 
Mr.  Bird  took  up  a  homestead  there.  Building  a 
log  house  for  a  habitation  for  his  family,  from  that 
time  till  the  day  of  his  death  in  1874,  he  was  busily 
engaged  in  improving  his  land  and  developing  it 
into  a  fine  farm.  His  wife  died  on  the  homestead 
in  1877,  and  thus  passed  away  from  the  scenes  of 
their  labors,  two  who  were  happy  in  their  domestic 
relations,  who  were  good  neighbors,  and  who  com- 
manded the  respect  of  all  who  knew  them.  They 
were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  of  whom  the 
following  seven  grew  to  raaturit}-:  Benjamin, 
.lames,  G.  W.,  William,  Mar3\  Sarah  and  Elizabeth. 
Edward  died  at  the  age  of  twelve  years.  The 
mother  was  a  hard-working  woman  in  her  day,  with 
none   of  the    conveniences  of  modern  times,  she 
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having  to  cook  over  the  open  fireplace,  and  she  harl 
to  spin  wool  and  flax  and  employ  a  weaver  to  make 
tlie  cloth  in  her  home. 

He  of  whom  we  write,  received  good  educational 
advantages,  as  the  people  who  settled  lliat  section 
of  Indiana  wiiere  lie  was  born  and  bred,  were  mostly 
from  Ohio,  and  were  intelligent  and  wide-awake, 
were  free  soilers  and  were  in  favor  of  free  schools, 
and  the  free  school  system  was  early  adopted  by 
them.  The  first  school  that  our  subject  attended 
was  held  in  a  hewed  log  house,  which  was  the  best 
school  building  in  that  part  of  the  country  at  the 
time.  As  soon  as  large  enough  to  be  of  use  he  be- 
gan to  assist  bis  father  in  the  farm  work,  and  the 
s))ring  that  he  was  eighteen  he  began  to  learn  the 
carpenter's  trade,  serving  an  apprenticeship  of  six 
years.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time,  having  a 
tliorougli  knowledge  of  the  trade,  and  being  an  ex- 
pert at  it,  he  became  a  contractor  in  Hartford  and 
iMarion,  and  in  1856  went  to  Rockford  City,  111.,  an<l 
engaged  in  that  capacity  there  one  year.  In  1857  he 
returned  to  Indiana  ,  intent  on  matrimonial  purposes 
and  in  the  month  of  August,  that  year,  his  marriage 
with  Bliss  Charlotte  J.  Benedict,  was  celebrated.  In 
1858  he  went  with  liis  wife  to  C'la3'ton  County, 
Iowa,  and  locating  in  Volga  City,  carried  on  busi- 
ness as  a  contractor  there  until  1869.  He  then 
came  to  this  county,  and  taking  up  a  homestead  in 
Blill  Creek  Township,  began  the  life  of  a  pioneer 
farmer  on  the  then  wild  prairies  of  this  section  of 
the  country,  where  deer  and  antelopes  were  still 
plenty,  and  where  the  settlements  were  few  and  far 
between,  most  of  the  settlers  who  bad  preceded 
him  living  in  the  timber  along  the  streams,  not 
realizing  the  value  of  the  open  prairies  for  cultiva- 
tion, and  Waterville,  twentj^-flve  miles  distant,  was 
tlie  nearest  railwaj'  station.  Mr.  Bird's  first  work 
was  to  build  a  frame  house,  and  he  afterwards  pre- 
pared his  land  for  cultivation,  improving  the  entire 
quarter  section,  planting  a  fine  orchard  of  about 
■240  choice  apple  trees,  and  doing  many  other  things 
in  the  busy  years  that  his  farm  was  under  his  man- 
agement to  increase  its  value.  He  made  his  home 
on  it  till  1885,  when  he  came  to  Washington  and 
establisiied  himself  in  his  present  business  the  sale 
of  agricultural  Implements.  He  is  doing  well  at 
this  and  has  already  built  up  a  large   trade  among 


the  farmers  in  this  part  of  the  county  by  whom  he 
is  well  known  and  liked,  as  he  is  always  kind  and 
genial  in  his  intercourse  and  perfectly  honest  and 
upright  in  his  dealings.  He  is  a  man  of  strong  and 
consciehtious  principles,  and  has  a  mind  of  his  own 
and  is  independent  and  fearless  in  the  expression  of 
his  opinions,  though  considerate  in  his  utterances. 
In  ante-bellum  times  he  was  a  firm  abolitionist, 
and  he  was  among  the  first  to  join  the  Republican 
party  at  the  time  of  its  formation,  casting  his  first 
vote  for  Gen.  Fremont,  the  first  Presidentialcandi- 
date  of  the  party.  He  and  his  wife,  and  four  of  his 
children  are  among  tlie  leading  members  of  the 
Christian   Church. 

We  must  add  a  brief  account  of  the  birth  and 
parentage  of  Mrs.  Bird  to  this  biography  of  her 
husband.  She  was  born  in  Monroe  Township, 
Grant  Co.,  Ind.,  a  daughter  of  Peter  and  Sarah 
(Casterline)  Benedict,  natives  of  Connecticut.  Her 
paternal  grandfather,  Wallace  Benedict,  was  also  a 
native  of  that  New  England  State,  and  was  an  early 
settler  of  Rush  County,  Ind.,  moving  thence 
to  Grant  County  and  improving  a  farm  in  Monroe 
Township,  on  which  he  lived  till  his  death.  Mrs. 
Bird's  father  also  improved  a  desirable  farm  in 
that  locality,  and  he  and  his  wife  passed  their  re- 
maining years  thereon.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bird  have 
been  happy  in  their  married  life,  and  six  children 
have  been  born  to  them,  namely:  Rebecca,  Win- 
field  S.,  Dora,  Willie,  Sadie  and  Bennie. 

OATHAN  WOODBURY,  Esq.,  a  lawyer  of 
ability,  serving  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  in 
Washington,  is  one  of  its  most  thoroughly 
respected  citizens.  He  is  part  owner  of  the  Eureka 
Mills,  in  this  city,  and  has  from  that  source  a  com- 
fortable income,  aside  from  his  professional  earn- 
ings. He  is  a  representative  of  the  noble  veterans, 
survivors  of  the  Civil  War,  who  have  since  done  so 
much  toward  upbuilding  the  Great  West. 

ftlr.  Woodbury  was  born  in  Ames  Township, 
Athens  Co..  Ohio,  July  14,  1833,  coming  of  an 
honorable  New  England  ancestry,  one  of  whose 
descendants  was  an  early  pioneer  of  Ohio.  Nathan 
P.  Woodbury,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
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in  the  same  place  as  himself,  while  his  father,  also 
named  Nathan,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Beverly, 
Essex  Co.,  Mass.,  where  his  fatlier.  Robert  Wood- 
buiy.  is  supposed  to  liav€  spent  his  entire  life.  The 
grandfather  of  our  subject  left  his  New  England 
home  when  a  young  man  and  went  to  Pennsylvania, 
where  he  married,  and  in  1797  he  started  for  the 
Northwestern  Territory  with  his  family  and  settled 
in  that  part  of  it  now  included  in  the  State  of  Ohio. 
He  had  previously  bought  twelve  shares,  calling 
for  one  hundred  acres  of  land,  each  in  the  Yankee 
Purchase,  and  locfited  in  Ames  Township.  He 
thus  became  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Ohio  be- 
fore its  admission  into  the  Union  as  a  State.  His 
son  William  was  the  first  white  child  born  in 
Athens  County,  and  his  mother  gave  birth  to  him 
while  she  was  en  route  from  her  home  to  their  near- 
est neighbor,  eight  miles  distant. 

After  he  had  his  family  comfortably  settled  in 
their  new  quarters,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject 
went  back  to  Pennsylvania,  leaving  his  wife  and 
child  in  charge  of  her  uncle.  One  Sunday  during 
the  absence  of  the  head  of  the  house  they  thought 
they  would  go  to  "preaching"  eight  miles  away 
through  the  wilderness,  and  they  made  their  way 
thither  on  foot.  On  their  return  they  lost  their 
way,  and  wanderingaround.bewildered,  the  mother 
and  child  became  separated  from  the  man-of-all- 
work  who  had  accompanied  them,  and  were  obliged 
to  stay  in  the  dense,  awesome,  primeval  forests  all 
night,  disturbed  by  prowling  beasts  and  the  fear  of 
Indians.  The  man  found  his  way  home,  and  the 
watch  dog  taking  his  back  track  hunted  the  lost 
ones  up  and  remained  with  them  during  the  night. 
The  family  suffered  the  privations  and  hardships  of 
life  in  a  pioneer  countrj',  and  l)y  hard  work 
succeeded  in  eliminating  a  good  farm  from  the 
wilderness.  In  those  early  days  there  were  no 
markets,  and  the  pioneers  were  home-livers,  that 
is  they  had  to  contjint  themselves  to  maintain 
life  with  the  produce  they  could  rai.se,  and  to 
dispense  with  all  luxuries,  and  the  wives,  moth- 
ers, and  daughters  of  the  settlers,  spun,  wove 
and  made  all  the  clothing  used.  The  grandparents 
of  our  subject  died  on  the  old  homestead.  The 
grandsire  was  a  hero  of  the  Revolution,  and  our 
subject  has  some   of  the  Continental  money   with 


which  he  was  paid  for  his  services  as  a  soldier.    lie 
died  in  1838. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  one  of  six  children, 
three  sons  and  three  daughters,  and  he  w.is  reared 
in  his  native  county  under  the  influence  of  its 
pioneer  life.  He  was  married  in  Perry  County  to 
Miss  Susanna  Jennings,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania. 
Her  father,  .Tames  Jennings,  also  a  native  of  the 
Keystone  State,  was  a  pioneer  of  Perry  County. 
In  1839,  imbued  with  the  fearless,  enterprising, 
hardy  pioneer  spirit  of  his  father,  Mr.  Woodbury 
moved  to  the  wilds  of  Indiana,  and  Ijecame  a 
pioneer  of  Randolph  County.  He  bought  800 
acres  of  timbered  land  in  the  primeval  forests  of 
Wayne  Township,  and  building  a  log  house  in  the 
wilderness,  commenced  the  hard  task  of  clearing 
his  land  and  preparing  it  for  cultivation.  He  and 
his  wife  were  far  from  the  centers  of  civilization, 
tliere  being  no  railways  in  that  part  of  the  country, 
and  the  nearest  market  was  many  miles  distant,  in 
Pickaway,  Ohio.  The  family  had  to  live  in  the 
most  primitive  way,  depending  upon  what  they 
could  raise  and  the  game  killed  by  father  and  sons 
for  the  food  they  ate,  which  was  cocked  over  a  fire 
in  a  rude  open  fireplace,  and  mother  and  daughters 
used  to  weave  the  cloth  used  in  the  family.  Mr. 
Woodbury,  by  many  years  of  downright  hard  toil, 
improved  a  large  tract  of  land,  planted  orchards, 
and  at  the  time  of  his  death  had  one  of  the  finest 
farms  in  Randolph  County.  He  died  on  his  home- 
stead in  1878,  and  his  wife  followed  him  in  1884, 
her  death  also  occurring  there.  They  were  sub- 
stantial, whole  hearted  people,  of  genuine  wortli. 
and  were  held  in  high  respect  by  all  in  the  com- 
munity where  so  many  years  of  their  lives  were 
spent.  They  were  the  parents  of  nine  children, 
whom  they  trained  to  be  useful  and  honorable 
members  of  society. 

He  of  whom  we  write  w.as  six   years  old   wlien 
the  family'  removed  to  Indi.Tna,  where  he  attended 
school  in  a  rude   log  house,  the  seats  for  the  schol- 
ars being   made  by  splitting  saplings,  hewing  one 
side  smooth,  and    inserting  pins  for  legs.     Early  in 
life  our  subject  learned  the  trade  of  a  plasterer,  and 
j    followed    it   until    he    entered    the    army.      The 
!    pioneer  spirit  of  his  sire  and  grandsire,  and  of  more 
I    remote  ancestors  seemed  to  have  descended  to  him. 
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for  in  1S57  lie.  too,  ventured  forth  from  his  com- 
fortable home  to  try  life  on  the  frontier,  coming  all 
the  wa>'  from  Iniliana  to  Kansas  with  a  team.  He 
had  a  wide  experience  of  life  on  the  border  in  the 
four  years  that  he  remained  here,  in  those  trying 
times  when  the  anti-slavery  and  pro-slavery  men 
were  disputing  every  incii  of  ground  in  the  fierce 
struggle  that  arose  when  the  question  was'pending^ 
as  to  whether  Kansas  should  be  admitted  as  a  free 
State  or  as  a  slave  State.  In  the  meantime  settlers 
were  pouring  in,  and  our  subject  found  plenty  of 
employment  at  his  trade,  which  he  followed  in 
Doniphan,  Atchison.  Brown,  Leavenworth,  Jeffer- 
son and  Douglas  counties,  thus  having  a  fine  oppor- 
tunity to  traverse  a  vast  extent  of  country  in 
this  great  State,  and  of  witnessing  the  early  stages 
of  its  growth  towards  civilization  from  a  wild, 
sparsely-settled  region.  He  returned  to  Indiana  in 
1861,  and  in  August,  1862,  cast  his  lot  with  the 
brave  defenders  of  the  Stars  and  Stripes,  enlisting 
in  Company  H,  84th  Indiana  Infantry,  and  serving 
with  faithfulness  and  ability  until  after  the  terrible 
w.Tr  was  over.  He  was  in  the  battle  of  Chick- 
amauga,  was  with  Sherman  in  his  famous  march  to 
Atlanta,  fighting  with  characteristic  valor  in  the 
engagement  at  Jonesboro,  and  in  all  the  battles  of 
the  campaign.  He  was  disabled  in  the  engagement 
mentioned,  and  was  not  fit  for  duty  after  that, 
and  was  honorably  discharged  in  Ma}-,  1865.  In 
those  trying  years  of  hardship,  privation  f.nd  misery 
he  sacrificed  his  health  while  fighting  for  his 
country,  and  has  not  been  able  to  do  any  manual 
labor  since.  After  his  discharge,  Mr.  Woodbury 
returned  to  his  old  home  in  Indiana,  and  under  the 
watchful  care  of  his  parents  and  friends  slowly  re- 
cuperated sufficiently  so  take  up  the  duties  of  life 
once  more.  He  was  soon  honored  by  his  fellow- 
citizens  by  an  election  to  the  office  of  Justice  of  the 
Peace  of  Wayne  Township.  About  that  time  he 
commenced  the  studv  of  law,  and  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  Randolph  County.  He  served  as  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace  eight  years,  and  in  1878,  coming 
to  Kansas,  bought  the  Eureka  Mills,  which  he 
managed  with  financial  success  four  j'ears,  and  then 
sold  a  half  interest  in  it  to  another.  Soon  after 
locating  here  he  was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
and    has   since   served    continuously,    evincing  in 


the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  office,  a  thor- 
ough knowledge  of  the  law  as  applicable  to  the 
cases  under  his  jurisdiction,  and  in  his  decisions, 
which  are  conceded  to  be  wise,  just  and  impar- 
tial, giving  general  satisfaction.  He  is  a  sound 
Republican  in  politics.  In  his  intercourse  with 
others  he  is  frank  and  sincere  in  his  manner,  and 
always  courteous  and  kind. 

Mr.  Woodbury  was  married  in  1876  to  Miss 
Susan  A.  Bolen,  a  native  of  Xenia,  (ireene  Co., 
Ohio,  and  to  her  good  management  and  tact  he  is 
greatly  indebted  for  the  comforts  of  his  cozy  home. 
Two  children,  Oma  and  Lettie,  complete  their 
happy  household  circle. 


JOHN  M.  BARKER,  senior  m( 
firm  of  Barker  &  Yoey,  dealers 
feed,  is,  with  his  partner,  i 
good   business   in  Clifton,    wL 


OHN  M.  BARKER,  senior  member  of  the 
dealers  in  flour  and 
conducting  a 
IJ^^  good  busmess  in  Clifton,  which  was  first 
purchased  by  Mr.  Barker  in  1886,  having  been  es- 
tablished the  year  previous.  The  present  firm  was 
organized  in  1889.  Mr.  Barker  formerly  had  been 
engaged  in  the  grocery  trade  some  time  at  Clifton, 
Washington  County,  and  he  has  been  a  resident  of 
Clay  County  since  1869.  His  early  years  were 
spent  in  farming  in  Sherman  Township,  that  county, 
where  he  homesteaded  153  acres  of  land  on  sections 
17  and  18. 

Mr.  Barker  made  good  improvements  on  his 
farm,  then  finally  sold  out,  and  invested  his  capital 
in  the  cit}-  of  Clifton,  where  he  now  owns  a  good 
residence  and  his  business  house.  He  was  born  in 
Monroe  County,  111.,  Feb.  5,  1834.  and  after  arriv- 
ing at  man's  estate,  engaged  as  a  merchant  in  Car- 
linville,  Macoupin  County.  He  is  of  New  England 
descent,  his  father,  Asa  Barker,  having  been  a  native 
of  Vermont.  The  latter  was  reared  on  a  farm  in 
the  Green  Mountain  State,  anri  when  a  young  man 
set  out,  in  1818,  for  Illinois,  making  the  journej^ 
part  of  the  way  on  a  flatboat  on  the  Ohio  River. 
Among  the  passengers  was  a  lady,  Mrs.  Cynthia 
{  Duval)  Phillips,  whose  husband  was  drowned  dur- 
ing the  voyage,  having  fallen  overboard  from  the 
boat.  Mr.  Barker  rescued  the  body  from  the  water 
I   after  life  was  extinct.     After  the  little  colony  had 
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landed  in  Kaskaskia,  111.,  Mr.  Barker  became  inter- 
ested in  the  young  widow  with  her  six  children, 
and  in  due  time  thej'  were  married  in  Monroe 
Countjs  111.,  and  began  life  together  on  a  farm. 

Later  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barker  removed  toEdwards- 
ville,  111.,  where  the  father  died  after  the  birth  of 
nine  children.  The  mother  later  removed  with  her 
familj'  to  Macoupin  County,  and  tliere  her  death 
took  place  in  1869,  when  she  was  about  seventy- 
three  years  old.  She,  like  her  husband,  was  a  Baptist 
in  religion.  John  M.  was  one  of  the  elder  children 
of  his  father,  and  a  twin,  one  of  three  pairs  of  twins 
born  to  his  mother,  two  pairs  being  the  children  of 
his  father,  and  one  pair  by  the  former  husband  of 
Mrs.  Barker.  The  children  all  received  good  home 
training,  and  John  M.  remained  under  the  parental 
roof  until  approaching  his  majority.  He  received 
his  principal  education  under  the  instruction  of  his 
mother,  who  in  her  girlhood  had  been  a  teacher, 
and  who  was  an  intelligent  woman,  as  well  as 
strong  in  bodilj'  health. 

Young  Barker,  after  the  rteatii  of  his  father, 
which  occurred  when  he  was  sixteen  years  old,  be- 
came the  head  of  the  family,  and  assisted  his  mother 
in  the  care  of  the  3'ounger  children.  After  becom- 
ing of  age  he  was  married  to  Miss  Margaret  E. 
Gordon,  who  was  born  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Jan.  1, 
1840.  Mrs.  Barker  was  reared  and  educated  by  a 
Baptist  minister,  Rev.  Elijah  Dodson,  having  lost 
her  mother  at  the  time  of  her  birth.  Her  father 
was  accidentally  killed  while  she  was  still  an  infant. 
She  thus  knows  very  little  of  the  parental  history. 
She  was  treated  as  a  daughter  in  the  Dodson  fam- 
ily, receiving  the  advantages  which  they  would 
have  given  an  own  child.  She  has  been  in  delicate 
health  for  some  years,  having  suffered  a  paralytic 
stroke.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barker  have  no  children  of 
their  own,  but  adopted  a  little  girl,  Laura  Bost- 
wick,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  John  Harding,  a  resi- 
dent of  Cloud  County,  this  State.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Harding  arc  the  parents  of  four  children. 

In  their  religious  views  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barker 
harmonize  with  the  doctrines  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
of  which  they  are  charter  members  at  Peach  Creek, 
Clay  County,  known  now  as  the  Clifton  Baptist 
Church.  Mr.  Barker  upon  coming  to  Clifton  iden- 
tified himself  with  the  same  denomination,  and  has 


officiated  as  Deacon  for  a  period  of  twenty  years. 
During  the  Civil  War  he  enlisted  in  Company  C, 
32d  Illinois  Infantry,  under  command  of  Capt. 
Harding,  Col.  T.  Richardson  and  Gen.  John  A. 
Logan.  He  entered  the  ranks  in  Febru.iry.  1865, 
joining  the  regiment  at  Golilsboro,  N.  C,  when 
near  the  close  of  the  war,  and  saw  no  active  service. 


J(  OSEPH  TOMLINSON.  Among  the  repre- 
I  sentative  pioneers  of  Blaine  Township,  may 
1  be  properly  mentioned  Mr.  Tomlinson,  who 
'  owns  a  good  farm  on  section  35.  He  was 
born  in  Greene  County,  Ohio,  Feb.  29,  1828,  and 
is  the  son  of  Jonathan  and  P^liza  (Sheppard)  Tom- 
linson, the  father  a  native  of  Penns^'lvania  and  the 
mother  of  Virginia.  Jonathan  Tomlinson,  when  a 
youth,  left  his  native  State,  emigrating  to  Ohio, 
and  settling  among  the  pioneers  of  Greene  County. 
There  in  due  time  he  was  married  and  remained  a 
resident  of  the  Buckeye  State  a  number  of  years. 
He  finalljf  removed  to  Indiana  and  died  in  Dela- 
ware County,  that  State,  in  1845.  The  mother 
survived  her  husband  until  after  the  close  of  the 
civil  war. 

To  the  parents  of  o\u'  subject  there  were  born 
eight  children,  only  three  of  whom  are  living, 
namely:  Joseph,  our  subject;  Allen,  a  resident  of 
Grant  County,  Ind. :  Hannah  M.,  the  wife  of  L. 
Robinson,  in  Jay  County,  that  State.  Joseph 
when  a  lad  of  fourteen  3'ears  removed  with  his 
parents  and  other  members  of  the  family  to  Dela- 
ware Countj-,  Ind.,  where  he  was  reared  to  man- 
hood and  learned  the  trade  of  a  plasterer.  He 
followed  this  several  years  in  connection  with  farm- 
ing and  remained  a  resident  of  the  Hoosier  State 
until  1855.  That  year  he  removed  to  Grant 
Count3%  Wis.,  where  he  remained  nearly  two 
years.  Then  going  into  Iowa  he  sojourned  there 
one  year.  Thence  he  returned  to  Wisconsin  and 
settled  on  a  farm  in  (irant  County,  where  he  re- 
mained until  1869. 

Mr.  Tomlinson,  while  a  resident  of  Wisconsin 
was  married  IM.ay  31,  1855,  to  Miss  Eliza  A.  Strat- 
ton.  This  lady  was  born  July  8,  1838,  to  Stacy 
L.    and  Margaret   (Grimesy)    Stratton.    who    were 
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natives  respectively   of  New    Jersey  and    Irelanrl. 
The  Stratton  family  was  well  and  favorably  known    ' 
in  New  Jersey  for  several  generations, and  emigrated    j 
from  that  State  to  Ohio  in  the  jMoneer  days.     The 
parents  of  Mrs.  Tomlinson  are  still  living,  making    j 
their  home  now  in  Clay  Center,  this  State.     There 
were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stratton  eight  eiiildren,    j 
of  whom  the  following  survive,  namely:     Hannali 
A.,  the  wife  of  John  Martin,  of  Clay  County;  An-    | 
nis,  Mrs.   J.  W.   Reed,    of  Clay  Center;  Eliza   A.,    I 
Mrs.    Tomlinson;    Alcinous   and    Gilmore    M.,   of 
Clay  Center.     Jlr.  and  Mrs.  Stratton  are  members 
in    good   standing    of    the    Methodist    Episcopal 
Church  and  are  now  quite  aged,  the   father  having   | 
been  born  in  1811  and  the  mother  in    1808.     They    ] 
are  quite  well  preserved  and  people  who  are  highly 
respected  by  all  who  know  them. 

There  are  living  only  two   of    the  five   children    I 
born  to  Mr.  and    Tomlinson,    viz:    Albertus    and 
Mary  E.     The  deceased  were  named  respectively: 
Ann  E.,  who  died  when  three  years  old;    Lauretta 
L..  who  died  in  infancy,  and  Esther  A.  i 

The  early  advantages   given  Mr.   Tomlinson  in    [ 
an  educational  point  of  view  were    somewhat  lim- 
ited, he  attending  the  subscription  schools  in  Ohio   [ 
and     Indiana,    which,  as    maj'    he  supposed,  were 
conducted  in  a  manner  far   different   from  that  of 
the  present  day.     He  has,  however,  ma'de  the  most   | 
of  his  opportunities    for    useful    information    and    ^ 
keeps  well   abreast   of  the   times    by    reading  the 
weekly  newspaper.     He  lived    in    Wiscmsin  until 
the  fall  of  1869,  tiien  disposing  of  his  interests   in 
the  Badger  State,    crossed    the  Father   of  Waters 
and  settled  on  his  present    farm    in   Clay    County, 
Kan.     He  assumed  possession  of  this   as  a    home- 
steader, taking  up  160  acres    of  wild  prairie   upon    * 
which  not  a  furrow  had  been  turned.  The  improve-    ! 
ments  which  the  passing  traveler  beholds    with  in- 
terest, furnish  a  fine  illustration  of  industry   and 
[lerseverance.     In  his  labors  and  toils  Mr.  Tomlin- 
linson  has  received  great  assistance  from  his  excel- 
lent wife,  whose  wise  management  and  economical 
housekeeping  have  greatly  aided   in  the  accumula- 
tion of  their  property.  Together  they  have  watched    ; 
the    growth    and    development    of  their   adopted    ] 
township    and     may    justly    feel    that   they   have    | 
aided  in  bringing  it  to  its  present  condition  by  the   | 


building  up  of  one    of  its    most   desirable    home- 
steads. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tomlinson  are  identified  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  to  which  they  have 
given  a  liberal  support.  They  have  a  large  ac- 
quaintance in  Clay  County  and  are  recognized  as 
among  its  most  esteemed  citizens.  Mr.  Tomlinson 
during  the  late  civil  war  signified  his  patriotism  by 
enlisting  as  a  Union  soldier  Aug.  21,  1862,  in 
Company  G,  33d  Wisconsin  Infantr}',  which  was 
assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee.  He  partici- 
pated in  the  sieges  of  Yicksburg  and  Atlanta,  and 
fought  at  Spanish  Fort,  besides  meeting  the  enemy 
in  minor  engagements.  At  the  close  of  the  war 
he  received  his  honorable  discharge,  Aug.  9,  1865. 
and  returning  to  Wisconsin  lived  tiiere  until  his 
removal  to  Kansas. 


/^  HARLES  ROWLAND.  The  comfortable 
[11  and  attractive  home  of  this  gentleman  is  lo- 

^^^  cated  on  section  22,  Farmington  Township. 
Washington  County.  The  estate  comprises  240 
acres,  which  have  been  well  improved  and  upon 
which  have  been  erected  excellent  farm  buildings. 
Numerous  shade  and  fruit  trees  embellish  the  place, 
and  supply  the  familj-  with  choice  fruits. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  was  born  in 
Chester  County,  Pa.,  in  June,  1822.  His  parents. 
Joseph  and  Hannah  (Parker)  Rowland,  were  natives 
of  the  same  county,  in  which  they  were  married  and 
settled.  While  on  a  visit  to  one  of  the  Western 
States  at  an  earl}'  da}',  Joseph  Rowland  was  taken 
sick  and  died.  His  widow  survived  until  the  spring 
of  1889,  when  she  departed  this  life  in  Philadel- 
phia, Pa.  Their  family  comprised  two  sons,  of 
whom  our  subject  was  the  younger.  He  passed  his 
earl}'  life  mostly  in  Delaware  County.  Pa.  At  the  age 
of  sixteen  he  went  to  Philadelphia  to  learn  the  trade 
of  a  blacksmith,  which  he  finished  in  Schuykill 
County.  He  returned  to  Philadelphia  and  there 
followed  his  trade  until  June,  1849.  He  then 
changed  his  location  to  Milwaukee  County,  Wis., 
where  he  remained  about  two  and  a  half  years.  He 
then  removed  to  Sheboygan  County,  and  settling 
in  the  town  of  Scott,   remained  there  until  March, 
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1870.  At  that  date  he  came  to  Kansas  and  settled 
where  he  has  since  been  a  resident.  Since  coming 
to  this  State,  he  has  given  his  attention  almost 
wholl}'  to  his  farm,  and  has  shown  himself  as 
thorough  in  its  management  as  he  was  at  his  trade. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Rowland  took  place  in 
Philadelphia,  April  13,  1844,  the  bride  being  Miss 
Rachael  Benson  Price.  She  was  born  in  Delaware 
Count}',  Pa.,  on  New  Year's  Day, 1822.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Rowland  are  the  parents  of  seven  children:  .Joseph 
S.,  Mary  E.,  Sarah  R.,  Anna  .1.,  Emeline  H.,  Charles 
P.  and  John  P.  Joseph  married  Miss  Mary  Kurtz ; 
Mary  is  the  wife  of  George  W.  Smith;  Sarah  is  the 
wife  of  George  E.  Ross;  Anna  is  the  wife  of  Henry 
H.  Smith;  Emeline  died  when  eight  years  old; 
Charles  married  Sarah  A.  Patrie. 

Mr.  Rowland  casts  his  vote  and  influence  with 
the  Republican  party.  He  was  formerly  a  member 
of  the  United  Brethren  Church,  but  is  not  at  pres- 
ent identified  with  any  religious  body.  An  honor- 
able man,  and  trustworthj'  citizen,  he  is  respected 
by  his  neighbors  and  fellow-citizens. 


PRESTON  S.  LOOFBOURROW,  editor  and 
proprietor  of  the  Leonardville  Monitor,  is 
an  old  resident  of  Kansas,  first  coming 
_  here  July  4,  1869,  on  which  day  he  crossed 
the  river  at  St.  Joseph.  He  is  a  native  of  Adams 
County,  Ind.,  and  was  born  March  11,  1838.  On 
the  paternal  side  the  family  is  of  English  extrac- 
tion, but  for  several  generations  have  been  na- 
tives of  America.  John  Wade  Loofbourrow,  the 
paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  a  resident 
of  Clarksburg,  Harrison  Co.,  Va.,  in  which  State 
he  lived  until  of  mature  years.  Afterward,  about 
1797,  he  removed  to  Pickaway  Plains,  Ohio,  where 
he  spent  his  last  days.  He  was  a  minister  of  the 
Baptist  Church  and  also  a  farmer.  AVade  Loof- 
bourrow, father  of  John  Wade  and  great-grand- 
father of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  came  over 
from  England  and  settled  at  or  near  Amboy,  N.J., 
afterward  removing  to  Virginia.  He  was  a  cooper 
by  trade. 

Wade  Loofbourrow,  the  f.ather  of  our  subject, 
was  boi'n  in  Harrison,  Co.,  \a...  in   1787,  and  was 


a  boy  of  ten  or  twelve  years  when  the  family 
emigrated  to  Ohio.  He  did  his  share  of  the  hard 
labor  which  ensued  and  encountered  the  dangers 
incident  to  the  early  pioneers  of  that  region,  of 
which  his  parents  were  among  the  foremost.  He 
was  reared  at  the  homestead,  and  in  later  years  re- 
moved to  Adams  County, Tnd.,  where  he  spent  the 
remainder  of  his  life,  dying  in  1857  at  the  age  of 
seventy  years.  He  liecame  a  prominent  man  in  the 
lilace  where  he  finally  settled,  and  although  often 
solicited  to  hold  office,  he  only  accepted  that  of 
Associate  Judge,  which  he  filled  for  several  years, 
occupying  the  Bench  with  the  Hon.  David  Kil- 
gore,  presiding  Judge.  In  his  day  he  became  well 
known.  He  was  a  Whig  in  politics,  and  although 
a  Virginian  by  birth  and  ancestry  was  an  Aboli- 
tionist from  principle.  Although  not  living  to  see 
it,  he  predicted  that  slavery  would  be  abolished 
through  a  civil  war.  How  sound  his  judgment  and 
bow  prophetic  his  utterances,  events  afterward 
proved. 

Judge  Loofbourrow  was  not  only  well  known 
in  this  section  of  country,  but  was  highly  respected 
by  all.  He  was  a  man  with  strong  convictions  of 
right  and  wrong,  fearless  in  his  expression,  but  his 
evident  sincerity  compelled  the  respect  even  of 
those  who  radically  differed  from  him ;  and  during 
the  exciting  times  of  a  few  years  prior  to  his  death 
many  also  hated  him  for  his  strong  love  of  free- 
dom. He  was  greatly  interested  in  the  struggle 
to  make  Kansas  a  free  State,  although  he  died 
before  the  issue  was  finallj-  determined.  He 
was  eminently  a  moral  and  upright  man  but  never 
connected  himself  with  any  religious  body. 

In  Ohio,  during  his  early  manhood.  Judge 
Loofbourrow  was  married  to  Miss  Rachel  Hall, 
who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  in  1795.  She  died 
at  Liberty,  in  Jay  Countj-,  Ind.,  in  1859,  two 
years  after  the  decease  of  her  husband,  aged  sixty- 
four.  This  worthy  couple  were  the  parents  of 
twelve  children,  six  sons  and  six  daughters,  of 
whom  five  died  in  childhood.  Mary  died  in  Indi- 
ana, at  the  age  of  eighteen  years;  Martha  was  the 
wife  of  David  Walter,  and  died  in  Republic 
County,  Kan.;  Elias  was  also  married,  and  died  in 
Sonoma  County,  Cal.,  where  he  was  a  prominent 
teacher;  Emily,   the  wife  of    William  P.  Shepherd, 
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died  in  Neosho  County,  this  State.  Besides  our 
subject,  the  two  living  .are:  John,  who  was  the  eld- 
est son  of  the  family,  .and  now  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty is  a  resident  of  Darke  County,  Ohio;  and 
Sophronia,  widow  of  Charles  Kelly,  living  in  IMo- 
liiie.  Elk  County,  this  State. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  at  the  home 
farm  in  Indiana,  and  after  attending  the  common 
schools  for  only  about  one  year  before  he  was 
eighteen  years  of  age,  acquired  his  principal  edu- 
cation in  Liber  College,  Jay  County,  Ind.  In  or- 
der to  obtain  the  means  for  pursuing  his  studies  he 
taught  school  in  the  winter  and  attended  the  col- 
lege in  summer,  and  in  this  way  he  spent  his  time 
until  a  young  man  of  twenty-three  years.  He  was 
then  married  and  began  farming  on  the  old  home- 
stead, where  his  parents  had  both  died. 

After  one  year  thus  occupied  Mr.  Loofbourrow 
embarked  in  the  newspaper  business,  purchasing 
the  office  and  good-will  of  the  Jay  TorcJdight,  pub- 
lished at  Jay  court-house,  Indiana,  its  first  issue 
being  dated  Oct.  9,  1802.  He  conducted  that  pa- 
per a  little  over  two  years,  and  during  five  months 
of  this  time  was  in  the  Union  army  as  a  member  of 
Company  P],  139th  Indiana  Infantry.  During  his 
absence  the  paper  was  edited  .and  i)ublished  by  his 
wife  and  her  sister.  Selling  the  paper  in  Novem- 
ber, 1864,  he  next  engaged  in  the  boot  and  shoe 
trade  for  a  year;  then  disposing  of  that  busi- 
ness, he  came  to  Kansas,  and  located  first  in 
Leavenworth.  Next  he  settled  on  a  tract  of  land 
in  the  vicinity  of  Omaha,  Neb.,  where  he  raised  a 
crop,  but  that  same  fall  went  back  to  Indiana  and 
taught  school  a  few  terms  while  also  engaging  in 
lime-burniug.  Selling  this  out  in  the  spring  of 
1869.  he  determined  to  make  his  permanent  home 
in  this  State,  arriving  here  at  the  time  stated.  He 
sojourned  in  Doniphan  County  one  year,  teaching 
school,  and  in  the  spring  of  1870  came  to  Clay 
Count}-  and  honiesteaded  a  claim  in  Grant  Town- 
ship. 

There  Mr.  Loofbourrow  made  his  home  for  five 
years,  when  lie  purchased  another  farm  near  by, 
on  whicli  he  lived  for  two  years.  At  the  expira- 
tion of  this  time  he  removed  to  Clay  Centre  and 
there  engaged  in  the  real  estate,  loan  and  insurance 
business,  and  was  also  a   Justice  of  the  Peace,  ap- 


pointed by  Gov.  St.  John  to  fill  a  vacancy.  Twice 
he  was  re-elected,  but  resigned  during  his  last  term 
in  April,  1884,  in  order  to  remove  to  Leonard  ville. 
which  has  since  been  his  home. 

The  Monitor  was  first  established  in  Clay  Centre 
by  Mr.  Loofbourrow,  but  inducements  being  of- 
fered him,  he  removed  it  to  Leonardville.  The  pa- 
per is  an  eight-page  of  five  columns  and  is  a  power 
in  the  communitj-.  It  is  aggressivel}'  Republican 
in  politics,  a  cleanly-edited  family  sheet,  devoting 
much  attention  to  home  news  and  working  for  the 
best  interests  of  the  section  of  country  in  which  it 
is  published.  It  has  been  truly  said  of  it  by  a 
prominent  contemporary  that  "  it  is  the  best  paper 
in  the  State  of  its  size  and  opportunity  " —  which 
is  praise  from  a  competent  .source.  The  office  is 
well  supplied  with  facilities  for  good  job  printing 
and  turns  out  some  creditable  work  of  all  kinds  — 
commercial,  poster,  etc. 

Mr.  Loofbourrow  has  been  twice  married.  (_)n 
March  9,  1861,  in  Indiana,  he  was  united  with 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Ann  Montgomery,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Adams,  and  who  was  born  in  New 
Lisbon,  Columbiana  Co.,  Ohio.  She  died  Oct.  18. 
1864,  aged  twenty-three  years,  at  Portland.  Jay 
Co.,  Ind.,  leaving  one  child,  Rosaltha  L.,  now  the 
wife  of  S.  S.  Simpson,  of  Clay  Centre,  this  State. 
On  Dec.  31,  1865,  Mr.  Loofboorrow  contracted  a 
second  marriage  with  Miss  .Sarah  M.  Arnett,  a  na- 
tive of  West  Jefferson,  Ohio,  where  her  parents, 
E.  V.  and  K.  A.  Arnett,  still  reside,  Mr.  Arnett 
being  now  eighty  years  of  age  and  Mrs.  Arnett 
three  years  j'ounger.  She  was  born  March  9, 
1847,  and  is  yet  living.  This  union  has  been 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  two  children,  one  of  whom. 
Mary  E.,  died  in  Doniphan  County,  aged  two  years 
four  months  and  fourteen  days.  The  survivor  is 
Orpha  E.  A.,  who  lives  vvith  her  parents. 

Since  making  his  home  in  Leonardville,  Mr. 
Loofbourrow  has  been  honored  by  an  election  to 
tlie  responsible  position  of  Representative  of  the 
Fifty-eighth  District  in  the  Kansas  Legislature, 
serving  in  the  regular  session  of  1885  and  in  the 
special  session  of  1886.  He  was  appointed  on  sev- 
eral important  committees,  and  discharged  tlie  du- 
ties entrusted  to  liim  in  a  manner  creditable  to 
himself  and   satisfactory  to   his   constituents.     On 


1092 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


tbe  Oth  of  August,  1889,  he  was  appointed  Post- 
master of  Leonardville.  a  just  recognition  of  his 
services  to  the  Republican  party.  He  is  a  member 
of  Sergeant  Mercer  Post,  No.  194  G.A.R.,  and  was 
also  a  member  of  Arcadia  Lodge  of  Good  Tem- 
plars during  its  existence.  He  was,  in  1885,  Grand 
Chief  Templar  of  the  State,  and  was  a  member  of 
Home  Lodge,  K.  of  P.,  which,  however,  is  now 
extinct.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  Mr.  Loof- 
bourrow  is  a  Trustee  and  Secretary  of  the  Board. 
In  every  relation  of  life  he  has  always  borne  the 
reputation  of  an  honest,  upright  man  and  a  good 
citizen,  and  among  tlie  people  wilb  whom  he  has 
cast  his  lot,  he  is  held   in  high  esteem. 


HARLP^S  R.  Nl'CE  has  l)een  connected  with 
the  extensive  farming  interests  of  Washing- 
ton County  for  a  period  of  eight  years,  and 
in  that  time  has  brought  his  farm,  in  Washington 
Township,  to  a  high  state-  of  cultivation,  and  has 
otherwise  greatl}^  improved  it,  so  that  it  may  be 
classed  among  the  finest  of  the  well-appointed 
farms  in  this  locality. 

Our  subject  was  born  Jan.  12.  1839,  in  the  town 
of  Lehman,  Pike  Co.,  Pa.  His  father,  Daniel  Nyce, 
was  a  native  of  the  same  township,  coming  of  an 
old  Dutch  family  that  originated  in  Holland.  The 
first  ancestor  to  eome  to  America  was  Hans  De 
Neus,  and  his  sou  John,  the  next  in  order  of  birth, 
changed  the  spelling  of  the  family  name  to  De  Nyce, 
while  his  son  William,  more  democratic;  dropped 
the  De,  and  the  family  have  since  called  themselves 
simplj'  Nyce.  The  next  in  line  was  the  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  George  W-  Nyce,  a  Pennsyl- 
vanian  by  birth,  a  man  of  great  energy  and 
business  talent,  who  was  connected  with  various 
enterprises,  which  he  successfully  carried  out.  He 
owned  considerable  land  in  Pike  County,  and  owned 
a  mill  and  a  stage-line  for  a  time,  besides  keeping 
a  hotel  on  the  banks  of  the  Delaware  River,  which 
was  his  home  until  his  death.  The  father  of  our 
subject  was  reared  and  married  in  his  native  State. 
and  learning  the  miller's  trade,   followed   it   until 


1842,  when  he  removed  to  New  York  and  devoted 
himself  to  farming,  buying  a  farm  in  Steuben 
County.  In  1851  he  became  a  pioneer  of  Wal- 
worth County,  Wis.,  traveling  with  his  family  to 
Buffalo  with  a  team,  and  thence  by  lake  steamer 
to  Milwaukee,  and  then  by  team  again  to  their  des- 
tination. He  selected  a  tract  of  oak  openings  in  a 
beautiful  section  of  the  country,  and,  after  build- 
ing a  house,  commenced  to  develop  a  farm.  The 
country  roundabout  was  sparsely  inhabited  in  those 
days,  and  Milwaukee  was  the  nearest  market,  but  it 
was  not  his  fortune  to  live  to  see  the  growth  of  the 
county  to  any  great  extent,  as  he  died  Nov.  25, 
1857,  in  the  midst  of  his  usefulness,  and  a  valuable 
citizen  was  thus  lost  to  the  community.  The  maiden 
name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject  was  Belinda 
Rosenkrans.  She  was  born  in  Sussex  County,  N.  J., 
and  died  on  the  home  farm  in  Walworth  County. 
Wis.,  Aug.  20,  1870.  Her  father,  Dr.  Simeon 
Rosenkrans,  was  a  physician  in  New  Jersey,  where 
he  spent  the  greater  part  of  his  life,  although  his 
last  years  were  passed  in  Steuben  County,  N.  Y. 
There  were  seven  children  born  to  the  parents  of 
our  subject,  of  whom  the  following  is  recorded: 
Simeon  R.,  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-six;  George 
W.,  lives  in  Washington  Township;  Sarah  E.,  of 
Washington  Township;  James  O.,  died  in  Wal- 
worth County,  Wis.;  Hiram  S.,  and  Hannah  M., 
twins,  the  former  dying  in  the  army  and  being 
buried  in  AValworth  County,  Wis.,  and  the  latter 
living  in  Washington  Township:  Charles  R..  our 
subject. 

Mr.  Nyce  was  the  youngest  of  the  family,  was 
■twelve  years  old  when  his  parents  emigrated  to 
Wisconsin,  ^.jid  the  remaining  j'ears  of  his  boj'hood 
and  youth  were  passed  amid  the  pioneer  scenes  of 
a  newly  settled  country,  in  attending  the  primitive 
schools  and  in  assisting  his  father  on  the  farm. 
After  that  parent's  death  lie  lived  on  the  homestead 
with  his  mother,  helping  her  in  its  management, 
until  he  was  eighteen  years  old.  Then  he  and 
three  of  his  elder  brothers  bought  a  farm  in  Sugar 
Creek  Township,  Walworth  Count}',  and  there  re- 
sided and  farmed  together  twenty-three  j'ears.  In 
1880  our  suliject,  desiring  to  try  agricultural  pur- 
suits on  the  rich  soil  of  Kansas,  came  hitlier  to  seek 
a  suitable  location.     He  explored  Norton,  Jewell, 
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Mitchell,  Marshall  and  Washington  counties,  and 
being  most  favorably  impressed  with  the  advan- 
tages of  the  latter,  he  resolved  to  make  his  home 
there  for  the  future.  So  he  returned  home,  and  sell- 
ing his  property  in  Wisconsin,  came  directly  to 
Washington  Township  in  the  fall  of  tlip  same  year, 
and  looking  about  carefully  for  a  place  that  suited 
him  in  ever^'  particular,  he  decided  on  the  farm  on 
which  he  now  resides,  and  in  the  following  March 
it  came  into  his  possession  b}'  purchase.  A  small 
one-storj^  frame  house  and  100  acres  of  the  land 
broken,  constituted  the  only  improvements.  He 
soon  sold  eighty  acres  of  his  land  to  his  brother 
George,  and  has  since  developed  the  other  eighty 
aores  into  a  good  farm,  erecting  a  neat  set  of  frame 
buildings,  placing  the  land  under  excellent  tillage, 
planting  fruit  and  shade  trees,  and  thus  adding 
to  the  beauty  as  well  as  to  the  value  of  the  place. 
Mr.  Nyce  and  Miss  Margaret  M.  Clark  were 
united  in  marriage,  March  3,  1877,  and  two  chil- 
dren complete  their  pleasant  household  circle: 
George  S.,  born  Jan.  9.  1878,  and  Robert  H.,  born 
Sept.  5,  1885.  Mrs.  Nyce  is  a  native  of  Potter 
County,  Pa.  Her  father,  William  Clark,  was  a 
chair-maker,  and  followed  his  trade  in  Pennsyl- 
vania many  years,  until  his  removal  to  Rockford 
County.  111.,  about  1860.  After  living  there  two 
years  h.e  returned  to  Pennsylvania,  and  subse- 
quently went  from  there  to  Fond  du  Lac,  Wis., 
where  he  worked  at  his  trade  and  kept  a  hotel,  and 
later  he  took  up  his  residence  in  Cliiiton,  where  he 
opened  a  provision  store,  and  there  his  death  oc- 
curred Julj^  26,  1868.  The  maiden  name  of  the 
mother  of  Mrs.  N3'ce  w.as  Lucinda  Youker,  and 
she  ^  as  born  in  Pultney,  Steuben  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and 
was  a  daughter  of  John  G.  Youker,  a  native  of  the 
s.ame  State,  as  was  his  father,  so  far  as  known,  he 
bearing  the  same  name,  and  he  was  of  Dutch  pa- 
rentage. Mrs.  Nj-ce's  great-grandfather  spent  his 
entire  life  in  New  York  State,  and  her  grandfather 
was  reared  and  married  there,  and  did  not  move 
from  there  until  he  was  quite  old,  when  he  went  to 
live  in  Pennsylvania  for  awhile,  and  subsequently 
went  to  Michigan  to  live  with  his  children,  and 
(tied  in  that  State  the  same  year,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-three.  Blrs.  Nyce's  mother  now  makes  her 
home  with  her.  and  is  spending  her  declining  years 


surrounded  with  every  comfort  that  filial  love  can 
devise. 

Mr.  Nyce  is  a  man  of  excellent  principles  and  of 
good,  solid  common-sense,  and  since  making  his 
home  in  Washington  Township,  by  his  straight- 
forward, manly  conduct  in  his  relations  with  others 
and  his  fair  and  just  dealings,  has  won  the  trust 
and  esteem  of  the  entire  community,  and  is  consid- 
ered an  addition  to  the  citizenship  of  the  place. 


j|7  ENRY  BROWN,  Postmaster  of  Brantford, 
lir\y)  came  to  Kansas  in  1872,  settling  at  once  in 
/1\^  Washington  County.  His  home  has  been 
(^  in  the  vicinity  of  Brantford  since  that  time. 
He  is  of  English  birth  and  ancestrj',  having  first 
opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  in  Buckstein,  Sussex 
Co.,  England.  He  left  England  in  1855,  and  em- 
barked on  the  American  vessel,  "  Yorktown,"  which 
after  a  prosperous  voyage  landed  him  in  New  York 
City. 

Mr.  Brown  remained  in  the  metropolis  until  the 
following  year,  then  repaired  to  the  city  of  Albany, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  also  sojourned  one  year.  At  the 
expiration  of  this  time  he  set  out  for  the  West, 
halting  in  Madison,  Wis.,  of  which  he  remained  a 
resident  three  years.  Then  returning  to  New  York 
State  he  lived  in  Syracuse  three  years,  and  in  1861 
emigrated  as  far  West  as  Chicago,  111.  There  he 
remained  until  the  great  fire  of  1871.  Being  then 
burned  out  he  came  to  Kansas  the  following  year 
with  comparatively  nothing,  and  purchased  a  home- 
stead claim  of  a  -'squatter"  from  which  he  improved 
his  present  good  farm. 

Mr.  Brown,  upon  starting  out  in  life  for  himself, 
was  equipped  only  with  a  pair  of  strong  hands  and 
a  persevering  disposition,  together  with  those  habits 
of  industr3-  which  had  been  inculcated  into  him  in 
his  boyhood.  When  settling  in  Brantford  Town- 
ship he  was  surrounded  by  a  wild  and  uncultivated 
country,  with  not  a  very  cheerful  outlook,  but  he 
was  determined  to  find  out  if  there  was  anything 
in  a  course  of  industry  and  frugal  living.  Tiie  re- 
sult has  been  satisfactory,  and  in  addition  to  his 
first  investment,  he  has  now  eighty  acres  of  land  in 
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Republic  County,  all  his  propert}-  being  situated  on 
the  county  line.  He  lived  on  this  farm  until  1886, 
then  retiring  from  the  more  arduous  duties  of  agri- 
culture, purciiased  property  in  Brantford,  to  which 
he  removed  and  is  now  living  comparatively  at  his 
ease,  the  labors  involved  in  the  store  and  postof- 
fice,  being  little  more  than  recreation.  In  these 
duties  he  is  aided  by  his  excellent  wife,  who  is 
fully  qualified  to  be  his  assistant.  Mr.  Brown  is  a 
stanch  Democrat,  and  received  the  appointment  of 
Postmaster,  under  the  Cleveland  administration. 
He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Adventist 
Church. 

A¥hile  a  resident  of  Chicago,  Mr.  Brown  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Catherine  Fitzgerald, 
in  1864.  Mrs.  Brown  is  a  native  of  New  Haven, 
Conn.,  and  is  the  daughter  of  James  Fitzgerald,  a 
native  of  Ireland,  who  emigi-ated  to  America  early 
in  life,  and  after  his  marriage  settled  in  New  Haven, 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown  there  liave  been  born  five 
children,  viz:  Harriet,  Charles  J.,  Harry,  Eveline 
and  Estella. 

Thomas  Brown,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
likewise  a  native  of  England,  and  spent  his  entire 
life  upon  his  native  soil.  He  learned  shoe-making 
early  in  life,  which  he  followed  as  long  as  he  lived. 
He  married  Miss  Mary  A.  Pechurst,  a  maiden  of 
his  own  shire,  and  there  were  born  "to  them  thirteen 
children,  namely:  John,  Harriet,  Fanny,  Ellen, 
IIenr3',  George,  Marj'  A.,  Alfred  and  Thomas,  who 
were  reared  to  mature  3'ears.  and  four  who  died  in 
early  childhood. 


■<3=H='^=H-E>- 


J;  AMP^S  M.  SHAW  is  one  of  the  oldest  settlers 
'  of  Clay  County,  his  pleasant  and  valuable 
1  estate  being  located  on  section  24.  Blaine 
'  Township.  In  1869  he  came  to  the  county 
.tnd  look  u|)  160  acres  under  the  Homestead  Act. 
There  were  no  roads  in  the  county  at  that  time, 
and  but  few  settlers,  men  constituting  the  greater 
number  of  the  inhabitants,  in  the  village  of  Clay 
Center  there  being  but  three  ladies.  Mr.  Shaw 
has  added  160  acres  by  purchase  to  his  homestead, 
and  the  entire  farm  is  now  in  a  state  of  cultivation 
and  improvement  highly  satisfactory.    He  has  been 


ably  assisted  b}'  his  devoted  wife,  who  has  been  his 
helpmate  and  chief  counselor  for  years.  In  their 
respective  capacities  they  have  done  much  pioneer 
labor,  and  enjoj'  the  esteem  of  a  large  circle  of  ac- 
quaintances and  friends. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a  son  of  James  and 
Martha  (West)  Shaw,  both  of  whom  were  natives 
of  the  North  of  Ireland,  the  father  being  of  Scotch 
and  the  mother  of  English  descent.  Early  in  the 
present  century,  probably  about  the  year  1820. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Shaw  emigrated  to  America 
and  settled  in  Pennsylvania.  Their  son  James  M., 
was  born  in  Philadelphia,  Sept.  28,  1827,  and  grew 
to  manhood  in  that  city.  He  attended  the  public 
schools  until  about  sixteen  years  of  age,  acquiring 
a  good  foundation  upon  which  to  build  the  knowl- 
edge which  he  subsequently  obtained  through  read- 
ing and  'observation.  Upon  leaving  the  school 
room  he  was  apprenticed  to  learn  tlie  machinist's 
trade,  serving  until  of  age. 
I  Having  acquired  his  trade  Mr.  Shaw  worked  for 
I  a  time  as  a  journc3-man,  and  then  took  charge  of  a 
department  in  a  wall  paper  manufactory  at  Phila- 
delphia, continuing  as  Superintendent  there  for 
several  years.  In  1855,  he  removed  with  his 
family  to  Des  Moines  County,  Iowa,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  farming  until  1869,  in  which  year  the}- 
came  to  this  county  and  identified  themselves  with 
the  pioneers  of  Kansas. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Shaw  took  place  Nov.  14, 
1848,  the  bride  being  Miss  Mary  Cairns,  a  native 
of  Ayrshire,  Scotland.  She  was  born  Feb.  16, 1825. 
and  is  a  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Edgar) 
Cairns,  who  were  also  natives  of  Scotland.  When 
quite  young  her  parents  removed  to  Glasgow, 
where  she  was  reared  and  educated.  She  was 
about  twenty  years  of  age  when  the  family  came  to 
America,  taking  passage  on  a  sailing  vessel  at  Glas- 
gow, and  after  a  tedious  voyage  of  six  weeks  and 
three  days  landing  at  New  York  City.  They  at 
once  went  to  Philadelphia,  where  both  parents  sub- 
sequently died.  Mrs.  Shaw  was  the  eldest  in  a 
family  of  seven  children.  Her  brotiiers  and  sisters 
are:  Eliza,  wife  of  D.  J.  Ross  of  this  county;  Ann, 
wife  of  William  Pringle  of  Camden,  N.  J.;  Sarah, 
living  in  Philadelphia:  William,  whose  home  is  in 
the  same  place;  John   at  Denver,   Col.;  and    Alex- 
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ander  of  Philadelphia.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cairns 
were  members  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shaw  eleven  children  have 
born,  seven  of  whom  are  now  living.  William  E. 
is  now  residing  in  Kansas  City.  Mo.;  Mary  is  tlie 
wife  of  Burton  Foote,  of  this  township;  James  W. 
lives  in  this  township;  Samuel.  Alfred,  Richard 
and  Lizzie  are  still  at  home. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shaw  belong  to  the  Reformed 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  he  is  now  serving  as  an 
Elder  in  that  organization.  Both  are  active  mem- 
bers of  society,  where  their  genial  manners,  their 
fund  of  information  and  experience,  and  their  up- 
right characters  give  them  prominent  positions. 


^^EORGE  W.  CAMPBELL.  Clerk  of  the 
|l|  (=,  Court,  Riley  County,  a  gentleman  of  talent, 

^^yjl  ability  and  high  personal  character,  is  con- 
sidered a  decided  acquisition  to  the  citizenship  of 
Manhattan,  where  he  has  taken  up  his  residence. 
His  portrait,  which  appears  on  another  page,  is  in 
like  manner  an  important  acquisition  to  this  vol- 
ume. He  was  born  in  Jersey  City,  N.  J.,  Feb.  3, 
1849,  a  son  of  George  P.  and  Eliza  A.  (Watson) 
Campbell,  natives  respectively  of  New  York  and 
New  Jersey.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject was  a  pioneer  of  AVashtenaw  County,  Mich., 
where  he  bought  a  large  tract  of  land  in  the  midst 
of  the  primeval  forests,  cleared  and  improved  a 
fine  farm,  and  was  a  resident  there  until  his  death, 
having  accumulated  in  the  meantime  a  handsome 
proiJerty. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  reared  in  Michi- 
gan, and  when  he  attained  to  manhood,  ambitious  to 
secure  a  better  education  and  to  see  something  of  tlie 
world,  he  left  the  old  homestead,  although  his  father 
wished  him  to  stay  at  home,  and  he  thus  forfeited 
his  share  of  his  father's  wealth.  He  proceeded  to 
visit  the  East,  and  we  next  hear  of  him  as  teaching 
school  on  Long  Island  and  elsewhere.  He  finally 
learned  the  daguerrean's  art,  and  going  to  Helena, 
Ark.,  opened  a  gallerj'  there,  and  was  conducting  a 
successful  business,  when  he  was  stricken  in  1852, 
with  a  fever,  and   his  promising  career  was  soon 


closed  by  death,  while  he  was  yet  in  manhood's 
prime.  He  was  a  man  of  much  culture  and  of  re- 
fined tastes,  a  gentleman  and  a  scholar,  whom  to 
know  was  to  respect  and  honor.  By  his  untimely 
death  his  wife  was  left  with  two  children  to  care 
for,  our  subject  and  his  brother  Louis,  the  latter  of 
whom  died  in  Leavenworth  in  1859. 

At  the  lime  of  her  husband's  death  Mrs.  Campbell 
was  in  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  with  her  children.  She 
bravely  shouldered  tlie  responsibility  of  their  sup- 
port, and  removing  to  Cincinnati  shortly  afterward 
managed  a  boarding-house  there  with  good  suc- 
cess for  some  years.  In  1857  she  boldly  resolved 
to  face  the  dangers  and  hardships  of  life  on  the 
frontier,  believing  that  she  could  utilize  her  educa- 
tion where  school  teachers  were  so  much  needed  by 
the  intelligent,  heroic,  determined,  thrifty  class  of 
men  and  women  who  were  bravely  struggling  to 
maintain  their  rights  on  the  soil  of  Kansas,  and  to 
gain  its  admission  into  the  Union  as  a  free  State. 
With  her  children  she  embarked  on  a  steamer  on 
the  Ohio,  and  proceeding  to  Leavenworth,  in  the 
Territory  of  Kansas,  she  secured  a  position  as 
teacher  in  one  of  the  schools  of  that  city,  thus  be- 
coming a  pioneer  of  the  profession  in  this  State. 
With  characteristic  foresight  and  good  judgment, 
she  bought  a  share  in  the  town  site  of  Manhattan 
in  1858,  and  in  1860  came  to  this  city  from  Leaven- 
worth on  a  stage  and  located  her  property. 

Mrs.  Campbell  subsequenth'  went  to  Ft.  Riley, 
and  thence  returned  to  Leavenworth,  and  in  1860 
retraced  her  way  eastward,  and  took  up  her  resi- 
dence in  New  York  City,  where  she  resided  until 
1863.  In  that  year  she  again  made  her  home  in 
Cincinnati  and  went  into  business  there,  opening 
a  book  and  news  store  and  a  circulating  library, 
which  she  managed  with  her  usual  success  until 
1 866.  She  then  once  more  became  a  resident  of 
Kansas,  living  in  Manhattan  until  1868,  when  she 
opened  a  book  store  and  a  millinery  establishment 
in  Ogden,  and  has  ever  since  been  prosperously  en- 
gaged in  business  there.  Soon  after  going  there 
she  bought  a  lot  in  the  city  and  erected  a  dwelling 
on  it.  and  afterward  invested  some  raone\'  in  a 
homestead  of  thirty-seven  acres  near  Ogden.  wliich 
she  still  owns  and  which  has  greatly  increased  in 
value  since  it  came  into  her  possession,  not  onl^-  on 
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account  of  improvements  that  slie  has  made,  but 
also  on  account  of  the  rise  in  the  vahiation  of  real 
estate.  Mrs.  Campbell  is  a  woman  of  rare  tact  and 
business  capacity,  combined  with  more  than  ordi- 
nary energy  and  force  of  character,  and  her  present 
prosperous  circumstances  are  due  solely  to  her  own 
exertions. 

George  W.,  of  whom  we  write,  was  given 
good  educational  advantages,  attending  school  in 
Leavenworth,  afterward  being  a  pupil  in  the  public 
schools  of  New  York  City,  and  later  of  Cincinnati. 
During  his  residence  in  the  latter  city  he  assisted 
his  mother  in  her  store,  and  also  acted  as  her  clerk 
in  Manhattan.  After  their  removal  to  Ogden  he 
built  his  mother's  house,  and  also  erected  buildings 
on  the  homestead.  In  1875  he  bought  the  stock 
and  building  of  a  druggist  in  Ogden,  paying  for  it 
in  installments,  and.  adding  a  stock  of  general  mer- 
chandise, continued  to  carry  on  an  extensive  and 
flourishing  business  until  1889.  In  1887  his  store 
and  stock  were  destroyed  by  fire,  but  with  charac- 
teristic enterprise  he  immediately  renewed  his 
stock  and  opened  a  store  in  an  adjoining  building. 
In  1889  he  turned  over  his  stock  to  Charles  East- 
man, who  is  acting  as  his  agent  in  the  business,  he 
having  been  elected  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  Riley 
County  the  year  before,  his  duties  in  that  office  pre- 
cluding the  possibility  of  close  attention  to  the 
management  of  his  store. 

Mr.  Campbell  was  married  in  1878,  to  Miss 
PvUgenia  F.  Parish,  a  native  of  Canada,  and  a 
daughter  of  Lewis  and  Laura  Parish,  early  settlers 
of  Riley  County.  Three  children  have  been  born 
of  this  mai-riage — Clarence  C,  Laura  J.  and  Louie 
M.  Mr.  Campbell  is  a  man  of  fine  mental  endow- 
ments, who  without  wealth  or  influence  has  won  for 
himself  an  honorable  position  in  the  history  of  this 
county.  By  a  singularly  blameless  and  upriglitlife 
he  has  gained  the  confidence  of  all  with  whom  he 
associ,ates,  his  career  as  a  business  man,  as  a  public 
officer,  and  as  a  private  individual  being  without 
blemish.  Waile  he  was  a  resident  of  Ogden  he 
took  an  active  part  in  the  administration  of  its  gov- 
ernment, served  as  a  member  of  the  City  Council, 
and  was  City  Treasurer.  For  several  years  he  was 
a  member  of  the  Union  .Sunday-school  of  that  cit}-. 
He  served  two  terms  as  Township  Treasurer,  and 


also  as  Postmaster  from  1876  to  the  administra- 
tion of  President  Cleveland.  He  lias  always  been 
an  earnest  supporter  of  the  Republican  part}-,  inter- 
esting himself  much  in  politics.  He  and  his  wife 
sustain  pleasant  social  relations  with  the  best  peo- 
ple in  Manhattan,  and  in  their  attractive  home  dis- 
pense a  charming  hospitality  with  characteristic 
tact  and  geniality. 

As  an  officer,  Mr.  Campbell  never  forgets  that  he 
is  a  servant  of  the  people,  and  his  promptness  and 
courteous  treatment  of  every  one  having  business 
relations  with  him  are  making  him  hosts  of  friends. 
He  is  one  of  the  very  few  whom  prosperity  cannot 
spoil. 


J~|  OHN  C.  ELWELL,  proprietor  of  the  Cen- 
!  tral  Hotel  at  Linn,  Washington  County,  is 
I  one  of  the  most  prominent  young  men  in 
'  the  township,  where  he  is  well-known  tor  his 
bright  and  active  mind,  his  pleasant  manners  and 
his  good  qualities  as  a  host.  He  is  the  proprietor 
of  one  of  the  best  inland  hotels  in  Northern  Kan- 
sas, and  does  all  that  he  can  to  provide  for  the  com- 
fort of  his  guests,  keeping  a  careful  eye  on  all  tlie 
appointments  of  the  establishment,  and  seeing  that 
everything  is  managed  in  a  flrst-class  manner. 

Mr.  Elwell  was  born  in  Putnam  County,  Ind., 
three  miles  southeast  of  Bainbridge,  July,  19,  185G, 
and  lived  on  the  parental  farm  until  he  was  thir- 
teen years  old,  attending  the  common  schools  of 
the  vicinit3\  In  1869  he  accompanied  his  parents 
to  Knox  County,  III.,  where  they  settled  on  a  farm 
upon  which  our  subject  i-emained  until  July,  1882, 
when  he  came  to  this  county.  He  first  settled  in 
the  town  of  Washington,  and  was  there  engaged  in 
the  furniture  business  for  fifteen  months,  with  W. 
P.  Elwell  as  partner.  In  the  fall  of  1883,  he  came 
to  Linn,  and  entered  into  the  hotel  and  livery  busi- 
ness, selling  out  the  latter  three  years  later,  and 
continuing  the  business  of  inn-keeping  alone  since 
that  time. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  are  Isaac  C.  and  Mar- 
garet (Crouch)  Elwell,  both  of  whom  were  born  in 
Union  Count}',  Ind.,  the  natal  day  of  the  father 
being  Oct.  4,  1828,  .and  he  being  a  son  of  Ahraliam 
Elwell,  a  soldier  of  the  War  of  1812.     The  father 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


1099 


of  Mrs.  Isaac  PMwell  was  called  Nathan  Crouch.  Of 
the  nine  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Isaac  El- 
well,  six  now  survive:  Our  subject.  Samuel  C, 
Loreua,  Emma,  Riley  and  Albert.  As  the  elder 
Mr.  Elwell  is  afflicted  with  deafness,  all  the  busi- 
ness affairs  are  in  the  hands  of  his  son  John,  with 
whom  the  parents  reside. 

Tlie  subject  of  this  sketch  belongs  to  the  A.  0. 
U.  W.  He  is  a  devotee  of  the  principles  of  the  Re- 
publican party  and  takes  great  interest  in  the  wel- 
fare of  that  organization,  although  he  never  seeks 
official  honors.  The  parents  of  Mr.  Elwell  and  his 
sister  Lorena  are  members  of  the  Methodist  E|)is- 
copal  Church.  The  prosperity  that  has  attended 
the  Inisiness  efforts  of  our  subject  is  due  to  his 
untiring  energy',  as  much  as  his  fine  personal  quali- 
ties of  mind  and  character,  and  is  only  a  just  re- 
w.ird  for  his  labors. 


i^^j  P.  HONEY,  Police  Justice,  of  Washington, 
f/f^^  although  one  of  the  younger  members  of  the 
^>f^y  bar  in  this  county,  has  already  acquired  an 
enviable  reputation  as  an  able  and  talented  lavvj^er, 
and  he  is  in  every  waj'  fitted  for  the  responsible 
position  that  he  is  so  wall  and  satisfactorily  filling. 
He  is  a  native  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  born 
in  Butler  County,  Sept.  17.  1857,  to  Robert  E. 
and  Sarah  (Maxwell)  Roney,  likewise  natives  of 
that  county.  His  paternal  grandfather,  Thomas 
Roney.  was  a  farmer  and  spent  his  last  years  in  But- 
ler County,  dying  there  in  188.5.  The  maiden  name 
of  his  wife  was  Sarah  Maxwell,  and  she  was  a  native 
of  that  countjf  and  a  daughter  of  Adam  Maxwell. 
The  father  of  our  subject  learned  the  trade  of  a  car- 
penter, and  was  engaged  in  that  calling  in  Butler 
County  till  1856.  In  that  year  he  established  himself 
at  his  trade  in  Scioto  County,  Ohio,  and  was  profita- 
bly employed  in  its  prosecution  there  till  1883,  when 
he  came  to  Washington  County,  and  turned  his 
attention  to  agricultural  pursuits,  buying  a  valuable 
farm  four  and  one-half  miles  south  of  Greenleaf. 
He  was  busily  engaged  in  its  management  and  im- 
provement till  the  spring  of  1889,  when  he  rented 
his  farm,  and  coming  to  Washington,  has  since  lived 


retired  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  ample  competence 
that  he  has  accumulated  bj' years  of  active  and  well- 
directed  labor.  To  him  and  bis  wife  have  been 
born  six  children,  namely;  David  C,  our  subject, 
Joseph,  Ada  L.,  Eva  and  Cora.  Both  he  and  his 
good  wife  are  devoted  Christians,  and  as  members 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  are  strong  in  the  faith. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  given  good  educational 
advantages  and  after  laying  the  foundation  of  a 
liberal  education  in  the  district  school,  he  became 
a  pupil  at  a  graded  school  in  Bainbridge,  and  was 
graduated  therefrom  with  honors.  At  the  age  of 
eighteen  he  commenced  the  study  of  law,  having  a 
natural  taste  for  the  legal  profession,  and  was  a 
close  student  for  a  year  and  a  half.  At  the  expira- 
tion of  that  time,  having  received  a  fine  offer  of  a 
position  as  superintendent  of  the  bridge  and  depot 
building  department  from  a  Railway  Company,  he 
accepted  it,  though  he  did  not  give  up  his  intention 
of  one  day  becoming  a  lawyer.  He  remained  with 
that  company  till  1883,  and  in  the  spring  of  1884 
resumed  his  legal  studies,  reading  law  with  Judge 
Wilson  eight  months,  and  then  with  Lowe  &  Smitt 
one  year,  and  in  1887  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar, 
Judge  Hutchinson  presiding.  While  studying  law 
he  was  deputy  clerk  of  the  court,  and  he  has  served 
as  deputy  county  attorney.  In  April,  1888,  though 
he  had  been  practicing  so  short  a  time  he  was  select- 
ed, as  possessing  in  an  eminent  degree,  the  qualifica- 
tions that  would  fit  him  for  presiding  with  dignity, 
equity  and  wisdom  over  the  local  police  court,  and 
he  was  elected  Justice,  and  has  ever  since  held  the 
otHce  with  distinguished  ability.  He  undoubtedly 
has  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  law  as  applied  in 
all  cases  that  come  under  his  jurisdiction,  and  ad- 
ministers justice  with  firmness  and  decision,  being 
inflexible  and  incorruptible  in  the  discharge  of  his 
official  duties. 

Justice  Roney  has  a  pleasant  home,  and  to  the 
wife  who  presides  over  it  so  charmiuglj',  and  renders 
it  attractive  to  their  numerous  friends,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  in  May,  1886.  Two  children  have  been 
born  to  them,  Beulah  and  Robert  Harrison.  Mrs. 
Roney 's  mai<len  name  was  Ettie  Wilson,  and  she 
was  born  in  Lima,  Allen  Co..  Ohio,  a  daughter  of 
David  Wilson. 

Justice  Ronev  stands  high  in  the  social  and  public 
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life  of  Washington,  and  has  attained  his  present  posi- 
tion through  strict  attention  to  the  high  principles 
of  moralit}',  honor  and  integrity,  and  by  diligent 
attention  and  devotion  to  those  duties  which  tend  to 
make  an  honest  man  a  good  citizen.  He  and  his  wife 
are  valued  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  of 
which  he  is  Trustee,  and  he  is  prominently  identified 
with  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  as  secretary,  and  is  ever  active 
in  promoting  the  highest  interests  of  his  adopted 
city. 


^       IfelLLIAM  A.  PERKINS,  proprietor  of  the 
\.-Jf    City    Restaurant   at   Clifton,  Washington 


County,  has  recently  established  his  present 
business,  having  removed  from  his  farm  in  Brant- 
ford  Township.  He  has  there  160  acres  of  good 
land  in  the  shape  of  a  well-improved  farm  with 
suitable  buildings,  which  he  purchased  as  a  home- 
stead claim  in  1876.  He  settled  in  Brantford 
Township  in  1871,  having  removed  there  from 
Jackson  County,  this  State,  of  which  he  had  been 
a  resident  two  years. 

A  native  of  the  Province  of  Ontario,  Canada, 
Mr.  Perkins  was  born  March  24,  1856.  His  father, 
Daniel  Perkins,  was  either  a  native  of  Jlichigan  or 
Canada  and  from  boyhood  up  was  reared  to  farm 
pursuits.  He  was  married  in  the  Province  of  On- 
tario to  Miss  Elizabeth  Carmichael,  who  came  of 
Scotch  parentage  and  was  born  and  reared  in  On- 
tario. After  his  marriage  Daniel  Perkins  operated 
as  a  distiller,  which  trade  he  had  learned  in  early 
manhood,  but  afterward  assumed  charge  of  a  hotel 
which  he  conducted  for  a  number  of  years.  After- 
ward he  resumed  farming.  He  left  the  Dominion 
in  1870,  coming  to  this  State,  but  in  1888  repaired 
to  Florida  where  he  is  now  (1889)  visiting  with  a 
view  of  locating  permanently.  He  has  already 
purchased  land  there.  The  mother  is  sojourning 
with  her  son,  our  subject;  she  is  a  very  excellent 
lady  and  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the  United 
Brethren  Church. 

Mr.  Perkins  was  the  third  in  a  large  family  of 
children,  most  of  whom  lived  to  mature  years.  He 
remained  a  member  of  the  parental  household  until 
reaching  his  majority  and  was  married  in  Brantford 
Township,  in  1878,  to  Miss  Cora  Rusco.     This  lad^- 


was  born  in  Wood  County,  Ohio,  and  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  Josiah  and  Katie  (Dilts)  Rusco,  who  removed 
from  the  Buckeye  State  to  Kansas  about  1870,  and 
took  up  a  homestead  in  Brantford  Township  where 
the^'  have  improved  a  good  farm.  Mrs.  Perkins 
was  well  reared  and  remained  with  her  parents 
until  her  marriage.  She  is  now  the  mother  of 
thres  children,  Melvin  0.,  Clarence  R.,  and  Ivan  L. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Perkins  belong  to  the  United  Brethren 
Church  in  which  the  former  officiates  as  Steward. 
Politically,  he  is  a  straight  Republican  and  has 
served  as  Township  Trustee  two  terms.  Aside 
from  this  he  has  declined  the  responsibilities  of 
office. 


■Tw/OHN  W.  BARLEY.  The  duty  incumbent 
I  upon  the  biographer,  of  recording  the  prin- 
^..^^  l|  cipal  events  in  the  histories  of  the  prominent 
(^^'  men  residing  in  this  county,  becomes  a  most 
pleasant  and  congenial  one,  when  the  life  is  so  up- 
right, so  worth}',  so  filled  with  deeds  of  magna- 
nimity and  kindness,  that  in  the  consideration 
thereof  our  hearts  rise  to  a  higher  level,  and  out 
thoughts  to  a  sublimer  place.  These  feelings  are 
uppermost  in  our  minds,  in  reviewing  the  life  oi 
John  W.  Barley,  Register  of  Deeds  of  Washington 
County,  and  ex-Mayor  of  the  city  of  Washington. 

A  native  of  Greene  County,  Ohio,  our  subject 
was  born  Aug.  8,  1835,  to  George  and  Julia  A. 
(Spicknall)  Barley,  both  natives  of  FrediM'ick 
County,  Va.  On  the  father's  side  he  is  of  German 
and  on  the  mother's  of  Scotch  descent.'  Jacob  Bar- 
ley, great-grandfather  of  John  W.,  came  from  Ger- 
many and  settled  in  Pennsylvania,  where  he  passed 
the  remaining  years  of  his  life.  He  had  a  family  ■ 
of  twenty-seven  children,  one  of  whom,  John, 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  removed  to  Frederick 
County,  Ya.,  where  he  lived  all  the  rest  of  his  life,! 
engaged  in  farming  and  distilling.  He  was  notedi 
for  his  extraordinary  piij'sical  strength,  performingj 
feats  which  seemed  almost  impossible.  He  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Sarah  Marsh,  a  native  of 
Virginia,  of  English  ancestry;  this  worthy  couple 
were  the  parents  of  twenty  children,  and  lived  to  a 
good  old  age,  the  husband  d3'ing  when  about  eighty 
3'ears  old,  and  the  wife  at  ninety-two.     Their  large 
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family  became  widely  scattered,  and  their  descen- 
dants are  found  in  Virginia,  Kentucky,  Missouri, 
Kansas.  Oliio,  and  other  States. 

The  father  of  him  of  whom  we  write,  was  named 
George,  and  was  born  April  4.  1808,  being  the 
third  child  in  his  father's  famil}'.  He  followed  the 
vocation  of  farming,  and  was  also  engaged  in  the 
construction  of  the  railroad  between  Harper's  Ferry 
and  Winchester.  He  was  married  in  Virginia,  to 
Julia  A.  Spicknall,  and  a  few  weeks  thereafter,  emi- 
grated to  Greene  County,  Ohio,  where  he  remained 
on  a  rented  farm  for  the  period  of  two  years. 
Thence  he  removed  to  Champaign  County,  Ohio, 
and  bought  a  farm  in  the  heavily  timbered  coun- 
try, on  which  he  spent  the  rest  of  his  life,  dying 
there  in  Januar}^  1881.  Like  his  father,  he  was  a 
man  of  wonderful  muscular  power  and  strength, 
and  was  noted  for  his  great  industry.  The  coun- 
try in  which  he  settled,  was  covered  with  heavy 
timber,  and  he  literally  hewed  out  of  the  wilderness 
a  home  for  his  family.  "Working  day  and  night, 
he  soon  had  a  farm  of  116  acres  cleared  and  under 
cultivation.  He  was  known  as  an  honest,  upright 
man,  who  was  respected  and  esteemed  b^'  the  jjeo- 
ple  among  whom  he  lived.  He  was  a  man  of  large 
capabilities  and  good  judgment,  and  was  elected  to 
several  offices  of  responsibility  in  his  township. 
This  was  done  sometimes  against  his  will,  but  his 
neighbors  knew  his  worth,  and  felt  that  matters  of 
public  moment  would  be  well  administered  b3-  him. 
His  wife  survived  him  five  and  a  half  years,  and 
died  in  July,  1886.  aged  seventy-seven  years,  hav- 
ing been  born  June  3,  1809.  She  was  an  excellent 
woman,  pious,  and  devoted  to  her  family,  of  great 
patience  and  industry,  and  is  held  in  loving  re- 
membrance by  her  children.  She  was  a  member  of 
the  Baptist  Church. 

A  family  of  seven  children  were  born  to  George 
and  Julia  A.  Barley,  of  whom  John  W.  is  the  eld- 
est; the  second,  Noah  F.,  was  born  Feb.  10,  1838, 
and  died  in  Lexington,  JIo.,  Aug.  10,  1860.  He 
was  a  teacher,  and  a  noted  instructor  of  penman- 
ship and  pen  drawing.  Isaiah  M.  was  born  June 
25,  1840,  and  is  now  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser  near 
Lawrence,  this  State,  making  a  specialty  of  fine 
horses;  Mary  E.,  born  June  23,  1842,  is  the  wife 
of  -lohn  Morecraft.  a  farmer  of  ChamiJaign  County, 


Ohio;  Charles  A.,  born  March  I'J,  1845.  is  Post- 
master under  the  Harrison  administration  at  LeRoy, 
McLean  Co.,  111.;  Martha  A.,  bona  Aug.  12,  1848, 
is  the  wife  of  R.  C.  Hallowell,  a  furniture  dealer 
and  undertaker  at  Le  Roy,  111.  The  youngest, 
Saraii  C,  born  .July  20,  1851,  resides  in  Dayton. 
Ohio. 

One  of  the  first  recollections  of  our  subject,  is 
of  burning  brush,  which  he  had  gathered  in  the 
surrounding  timber.  He  was  reared  on  a  farm,  and 
was  early  initiated  into  the  hard  work  necessary  to 
till  the  soil  in  that  rough  countr_v.  He  attended 
the  district  schools  in  youth,  and  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  began  to  utilize  the  knowledge  he  had 
studiously  accumulated,  and  for  a  time  followed 
the  profession  of  teaching.  His  winter  seasons 
were  thus  emplo.yed,  while  the  summer  quickly 
passed  in  the  duties  of  a  farm.  In  1862  he  em- 
barked in  the  mercantile  business  at  Middletown, 
Champaign  Co.,  Ohio,  and  continued  therein  en- 
gaged until  1864. 

About  this  time  the  nation  was  plunged  in  the 
midst  of  a  dreadful  conflict,  and  there  were  not 
wanting  foreboders  of  evil,  who  predicted  the  eter- 
nal destruction  of  the  Union,  from  the  ashes  of 
which  would  rise,  Phoenix-like,  kingdoms  and  em- 
pires rivaling  in  splendor  those  of  the  Old  World. 
Sharing  the  enthusiasm  common  to  all  patriots,  Mr. 
Barley  entered  the  Union  army,  April  4,  1864,  en- 
listing in  Company  F,  134th  Ohio  Infantry,  and  at 
the  first  election  of  officers,  was  chosen  Captain. 
The  regiment  was  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  Po- 
tomac, and  was  sent  to  the  front  at  Petersburg. 
Capt.  Barley  was  taken  sick,  and  being  very  near 
death,  was  discharged  Aug.  31,  1864,  at  Camp 
Chase,  Ohio.  Thus  perished  all  dreams  of  great- 
ness in  army  life,  and  of  aid  to  his  countrj'.  which 
so  needed  the  help  of  her  sons.  The  quiet  of  his 
home,  far  removed  from  the  confusion  of  battle, 
brought  back  health,  though  slowly,  to  our  subject. 
As  soon  as  he  had  sufficiently  recovered,  he  taught 
school  again  for  one  term,  then  removed  to  McLean 
County.  111.,  .and  was  principal  of  the  public  schools 
at  Le  Roy,  until  1869,  serving  in  this  position  witii 
his  characteristic  abilit3\ 

A  new  era  in  the  life  of  Mr.  Barlej'.  was  begun 
in  1869.  when  he  left  his  old  home,  determined  to 
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try  his,  fortune  in  the  West,  and  located  in  Wash- 
ington County,  Kan.  To  this  step  he  was  partly 
impelled  by  reason  of  his  health,  never  fully  re- 
covered from  the  disease  contracted  in  the  army. 
The  climate  here  has  been  very  beneficial  to  him, 
although  even  the  balmy  breezes  and  pure  air  of 
Kansas  have  failed  to  restore  him  to  a  perfect  phy- 
sical condition.  As  in  the  East,  so  here  our  sub- 
ject was  engaged  as  a  teacher,  being  employed  in 
that  capacity  for  one  jear  in  Washington.  In  the 
meantime  he  took  up  a  homestead  on  section  19, 
township  3,  range  5,  on  Beaver  Creek,  now  in  Lit- 
tle Blue  Township.  In  1870  he  was  employed  as 
a  clerk  for  Boaz  W.  AVilliams,  a  prominent  man  in 
the  early  history  of  the  county,  and  with  him  re- 
mained until  the  spring  of  1873.  when  he  engaged 
in  business  in  company  with  J.  O.  Young,  now 
County  Treasurer.  This  connection  continued  un- 
til 1874,  when  they  took  into  partnership  P.  Rocke- 
feller, who  was  an  influential  man  in  the  public  life 
of  this  community,  and  afterward  became  Repre- 
sentative and  Senator.  In  1877  Mr.  Barley  left 
the  mercantile  business,  and  again  took  a  position 
as  clerk  until  in  September,  1879,  from  which  date 
he  was  Register  of  Deeds,  and  was  Deputy  Register 
until  1882.  He  became  connected  for  one  year 
with  the  First  National  Bank  at  Washington,  leav- 
ing that  position  to  engage  in  the  real-estate  and 
loan  business,  which  he  carried  on  until  he  took  his 
present  place  as  Register  of  Deeds,  having  been 
elected  thereto  in  November,  1885.  and  re-elected 
in  1887. 

While  yet  residing  in  the  East,  JSIr.  Barley  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Elizabeth  J.  Hotlowell.  a 
native  of  Ohio,  and  born  in  Belmont  Count}', 
March  24.  1841.  Her  parents  were  Thomas  C.and 
Sarah  A.  (Thompson)  HoUowell,  who  came  to  Kan- 
sas in  1867.  Mr.  Hollowell  engaged  in  farming 
and  stock-raising  in  this  county,  and  removed  in 
1880  to  Norton  County,  Kan.,  where  he  and  his 
wife  are  yet  living.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  were 
married  July  8,  1858,  and  became  the  parents  of 
five  children,  as  follows:  Florence  C,  born  Sept. 
7,  1862,  became  the  wife  of  J.  C.  Stevens,  of  Wash- 
ington, but  died  shortl}'  after  marriage;  Jennie, 
born  Aug.  10,  1859,  is  the  wife  of  John  L.  Dixon, 
a  traveling  salesman  of  Atchison,  Kan.;  Charles  P., 


born  April  15,  18Cl,is  married  to  Miss  iSIary  Hull, 
and  is  a  tobacco  and  cigar  dealer  in  Washington; 
Alta  M.,  born  Nov.  26, 1865,  is  the  wife  of  Thomas 
H.  Eves,  a  banker  of  Washington ;  George  E.,  born 
July  20,  1872,  assists  his  father  in  the  office.  The 
mother  of  this  family  died  Nov.  20,  1874,  while 
yet  in  early  womanhood. 

Mr.   Barley   was  again    married  in   1876,  being 
united  with  Miss  Anna  L.  Hollowell,  a  sister  of  his 
former  wife,  and  born  in    Ohio,  April   14,   18' 
Their  union   has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of   four 
children:  Fannie,  born  Oct.  27,  1877,   died  at  the 
I   age  of  ten  months;  Willie,  born  Feb.  13,  1879,  died 
I   when  three  years  old ;  Frederick,  born  July  3,  1883, 
j   died   Jan.    19,1889;  John  H.,  born  Jan.  31,    18 
alone  survives.     Besides  the   office  which  he  now 
holds,  Mr.  Barley  has  been  Mayor  of   the  City  of 
Washington,  to  which  he  was  twice  elected  in  1877 
and  1878.    He  has  also  filled  the  positions  of  Town- 
ship Treasurer,  Township  Clerk  and  Trustee.     He 
is  a  member  of  the   Masonic  fraternity,  belonging 
to  Frontier  Lodge  No.    104,  A.   F.  &  A.  M.,  of 
which  he  has  been  Worshipful  Master,  and  is  a  mem- 
I    ber  of  Tyrian  Chapter  R.   A.  M.,  and   of  Kearney 
Post  No.  5,  G.  A.  R.     He  and   his  wife   are  mem- 
I    bers  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which 
t   he  is  Trustee,  and   has  been  Superintendent  of  its 
'   Sabbath  School  for  sixteen  years.     He  is  heartily 
in  favor  of  temperance  reform,   and  is  a  prohibi- 
tionist  from    principle.     An    old    citizen   of   this 
county,  Mr.  Barley  is  known  to  all  its  citizens,  and 
no  man  stands  higher  in  public  esteem.     His  career 
has  been  an   lionorable  one.  and  his  upright  and 
manly  character  has  endeared  him  to  all  whoknow 
him. 


B.  NEI^DHAM,  an  ex-Representative  and 
a  successful  and  enterprising  business  man 
H\Ms  of  Clifton,  is  the  leading  dealer  in  all 
kinds  of  agricultural  implements  in  that  thriving 
town,  occupying  a  pleasant  location  on  West  Par- 
allel street.  Mr.  Needham  is  a  live  business  man,  a 
genial  gentleman  and  a  public-spirited  and  influ- 
ential citizen,  thoroughly  identified  with  the  best 
interests  of  the  community  and  active  in  the  ad- 
vancement of   its  enterprises.      He    came   to   the 
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eciunty  in  187.0  and  for  three  years  lived  on  a  farm 
in  Clifton  Townsiiip,  where  lie  still  owns  220  acres 
of  land.  Since  coming  to  the  city  he  has  built  a 
beautiful  and  commodious  dwelling  of  modern  de- 
sign and  finish,  which  is  one  of  tlie  finest  residences 
in  the  place  and  bears  evidences  of  taste  and  cult- 
ure in  its  internal  arrangements  as  well  as  in  the 
exterior  appearance.  Mr.  Xeedham  owns  consider- 
able other  property  in  Clifton,  including-  a  fine 
brick  business  block. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  descended  in  the 
paternal  line  from  an  old  Massachusetts  family,  liis 
grandfather  Anthony  Xeedham,  and  his  father 
Sylvester  Needham,  both  having  been  born  in  that 
.State.  The  former  married  Miss  Laura  Thayer, 
also  of  the  Bay  State  and  a  descendant  of  old  New 
England  stock.  In  later  years  this  couple  moved 
to  Attica,  N.Y.,  where  they  lived  to  a  ripe  old  age, 
Mr.  Needham  being  eighty-nine  years  of  age  and 
his  wife  eighty-four,  when  called  from  time  to 
eternity.  Both  were  for  many  years  members  of 
the  Baptist  Church,  and  were  much  beloved  by  the 
people  among  whom  they  lived. 

Sylvester  Needham  was  the  second  in  a  family 
comprising  four  sons  and  two  daughters,  and  he 
received  his  education  chiefl}'  in  Massachusetts, 
being  about  of  age  when  his  parents  moved  to 
New  York.  He  learned  the  trade  of  a  wheelwright 
under  his  father's  instruction  and  followed  that 
occupation  until  after  he  had  become  a  resident  of 
Illinois,  to  which  State  he  went  in  18.34,  while  yet  a 
single  man.  He  subsequently  located  in  Putnam 
County  and  began  work  as  a  carpenter  and  a 
farmer,  and  after  some  years  opened  a  shop  at  Cal- 
edonia, in  which  town  he  lived  for  many  3'ears, 
and  where  he  departed  this  life  Feb.  10,  1874. 
He  was  well  informed  and  active  in  business  and 
was  well  known  among  the  respected  citizens  of 
the  community.  In  politics  he  was  a  Whig,  and 
later  a  Re[)ublican,  except  during  the  campaign  in 
which  Stephen  A.  Douglas  was  a  candidate  for  the 
Presidency.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  and  to  that  denomination  his  noble  wife 
also  belonged.  After  his  death  his  widow  contin- 
ued to  make  her  home  in  Caledonia,  and  in  1 888 
came  to  visit  her  children  in  Kansas.  She  was 
taken  sick  at  the  residence  of   her  daughter,  Mrs. 


Evans,  in  Delphos,  and  died  there  in  June,  1888, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years,  her  body  being  laid 
to  rest  in  the  cemetery  at  Clifton. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sylvester  Needham  were  the  par- 
ents of  six  children,  three  of  whom,  John,  Mary 
and  Lyman,  are  now  deceased.  Mary  died  in  Illi- 
nois; she  was  the  wife  of  Edmund  Evans,  who  is 
now  a  resident  of  Ottawa  County,  this  State.  Of 
the  living  members  of  the  parental  family  Eliza- 
beth is  the  wife  of  Henry  Hildebrand,  a  successful 
farmer  in  LaSalle  County,  III.;  and  Annis  is  the 
wife  of  Silas  Evans,  who  is  engaged  in  the  grocery 
business  at  Delphos,  Kan. 

The  gentleman  whose  name  initiates  this  sketch 
was  born  in  Putnam  County,  111.,  May  3,  1846, 
and  was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native  county, 
completing  his  course  of  study  at  Normal-  and 
adopting  the  profession  of  a  teacher.  He  was  en- 
gaged in  pedagogical  labors  for  twelve  years,  fill- 
ing positions  in  Marshall,  Putnam  and  LaSalle 
counties,  from  the  latter  of  which  he  came  to  this 
State.  Since  the  spring  of  1879,  when  Mr.  Need- 
ham  left  his  farm  in  Clifton  Township  and  estab- 
lished the  business  in  which  he  is  now  engaged,  he 
has  had  a  growing  trade  and  proved  himself  as  suc- 
cessful in  a  mercantile  occupation,  as  he  had  pre- 
viously done  in  the  school-room  and  upon  the 
farm. 

At  the  home  of  the  bride  in  LaSalle  County, 
111.,  the  rites  of  wedlock  were  celebrated  between 
Mr.  Needham  and  Miss  Mary  A.  Graves,  who  was 
born  in  thatcouut^',  Feb.  10,  1854,  and  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  Harvey  and  Alfonsa  (Larwood')  Graves.  The 
bride,  who  had  been  well  reared  and  educated,  was 
engaged  in  teaching  prior  to  her  marriage,  and  is 
not  only  well  versed  in  those  branches  necessary 
in  that  profession,  but  is  otherwise  well  read,  and 
possesses  a  Christian  character  which  well  fits  her 
for  the  position  of  wife  and  mother.  Her  parents 
were  natives  of  the  Empire  State,  but  went  with 
their  respective  parents  to  Putnam  Count}-,  III., 
where  they  became  of  age,  were  married,  and  be- 
came members  of  the  farming  community  of  that 
and  LaSalle  counties.  Mrs.  Graves  died  when  her 
daughter,  Mrs.  Needham,  was  but  five  years  of  age. 
Mr.  Graves  is  yet  living  in  LaSalle  County,  and  is 
now   seventy-five  years    of    age.      The    paternal 
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grandfather  of  Mrs.  Needbam  was  William  Graves, 
a  native  of  New  York  State,  from  which  he  re- 
moved with  his  family  in  1832.  settling  on  an  un- 
broken tract  of  land  in  Putnam  County,  111.,  where 
be  lived  to  a  ripe  old  age,  having  improved  a  good 
farm  and  seen  the  country  develop  around  liim  to  a 
well  settled  and  prosperous  region  ere  he  closed  his 
eyes  upon  earthly  things.  His  widow  survived 
him  to  the  age  of  one  hundred  and  one  years,  and 
up  to  the  time  of  her  death  manifested  an  intelli- 
gence remarkable  in  one  of  such  extreme  age. 
.She  belonged  to  the  Baptist  Church. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  belongs  to  the 
L  O.  O.  F.  and  the  A.  ().  U.  W.  of  Clifton.  In  poli- 
tics he  is  a  sound  Republican  and  has  been  a  dele- 
gate to  the  county  conventions  four  years.  He 
has  recently  been  elected  to  the  office  of  Clerk  of 
Washington  County.  In  the  fall  of  1888  he  was 
elected  Representative  from  the  77th  District  and 
represented  his  constituents  in  the  Sixty-fourth 
Session  of  the  State  Legislature.  While  there  be 
was  a  member  of  the  Ways  and  Means.  Public 
Land  and  Mileage  committees,  and  served  as 
chairman  of  the  latter,  lie  drafted  and  secured 
the  passage  of  a  bill  reducing  the  salaries  of  the 
county  officers  of  that  county,  which  proved  a 
saving  of  several  thousand  dollars  to  the  tax- 
payers. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Needham  are  the  happy  parents  of 
four  living  children— Claude  C,  A.  Lee.  Elsie  M. 
and  Velma  V.;  and  they  have  been  bereaved  of 
a  daughter,  Laura,  who  died  when  fourteen  months 
old.  Mrs.  Needham  belongs  to  the  Methodist 
Church. 


aHENIAH  H.ALEXANDER.  The  farming 
community  of  Exeter  Township  recognizes 
'  ISIr.  Alexander  as  one  of  its  most  prosper- 
ous men  who  came  from  Ohio  to  the  Sunflower 
State  in  1879.  He  located  in  Clay  Center  where 
he  resided  several  years,  then,  in  1884,  removed  to 
his  present  farm  of  160  acres  on  section  4.  Here 
he  has  a  well-regulated  farm  with  fair  improve- 
ments and  takes  life  in  a  comparatively  easy  man- 
ner, being  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  comfortable  in- 
come.    He  keeps  himself  posted  upon  the  current 


events  of  the  day.  votes  the  straight  Republican 
ticket  and  is  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the 
I.  O.  O.  F. 

A  native  of  Brown  County,  Ohio,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  was  born  March  20,  1827,  and  is  the  son 
of  Hugh  and  Clarinda  (Cavault)  Alexander,  the 
former  born  in  the  Shenandoah  A^alley.  Va.,  and 
the  latter  in  Hamilton  County,  Ohio.  The  pa- 
ternal ancestors  are  believed  to  have  originated  in 
Scotland  and  the  mother  was  probably  of  German 
descent.  Her  father,  Cheniah  Cavault,  served  as  a 
soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War  and  also  in  the 
War  of  1812.  Grandfather  Alexander,  it  is  l)e- 
lieved,  likewise  fought  on  the  side  of  the  Colonists 
during  their  struggle  for  independence. 

To  the  parents  of  Mr.  Alexander  there  was  born 
a  large  family  of  children  of  whom  he  was  the 
eldest;  his  brother  William  is  a  resident  of  Lynch- 
burg, Ohio;  Martha  J.  is  the  wife  of  George  Ire- 
land of  Ross  County,  that  State;  Caroline  and  Jon- 
athan are  living  in  Brown  County;  Hugh  lives  in 
Fayette  County,  and  Isaac  in  Clinton  Count}', 
Ohio.  Cheniah  H.  remained  a  resident  of  his  na- 
tive county  until  aj-outh  of  eighteen  years  and  up 
to  this  time  had  been  engaged  in  farming  pursuits. 
He  now  began  learning  the  carpenter's  trade,  which 
he  followed  thereafter  for  a  period  of  twenty-five 
years  and  at  the  same  time  engaged  considerably  in 
farming.  When  nearly  twenty-nine  years  old  he 
was  married  Feb.  26,  1856,  to  Miss  Julia  Cbesman. 
He  remained  a  resident  of  Ohio  until  after  the  out- 
break of  the  Civil  War,  and  tlien  in  August,  1802. 
enlisted  as  a  Union  soldier  in  Company  A,  7th 
Ohio  Cavalry,  which  was  assigned  to  the  Army  of 
the  Cumberland  and  for  a  time  was  under  the  com- 
mand of  Gens.  Stone,  Burnsides  and  Gilmore.  In 
July,  1864,  Mr.  Alexander  was  transferred  to  the 
navy  and  was  made  a  ship  carpenter  on  the  gun- 
boat "Ft.  Hinman."  He  served  in  that  capacity 
until  the  close  of  the  war  and  received  bis  honor- 
able discbarge  in  November,  1865. 

Mr.  Alexander  fought  in  many  of  the  important 
battles  of  the  war  being  at  Bean  Station,  East 
Tennessee,  Knoxville,  Rodgersville,  Butler's  Gap, 
Blue  Springs  and  others,  much  of  the  time  oper- 
ating against  Stonewall  Jackson's  men,  then  under 
the  command  of   Longstreet,  Jackson  having  been 
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killed.  Upon'retiring;  fionrthe  service  Mr.  Alex- 
ander returned  to  tiie  Buckeye  State,  where  he  so- 
journed until  coming  to  Kansas.  There  have  been 
horn  to  him  and  his  estimable  wife  five  children, 
viz:  Clara,  William,  Frank,  Edward  and  George. 
Mrs.  .Tulia  Alexander  departed  this  life  at  the 
homestead  in  Exeter  Township,  Aug.  9,  1889.  She 
was  a  hidy'possessing  all  the  Christian  virtues  and 
her  name  will  be  held  in  tender  remembrance  by 
her  family  and  friends  until  thej'  all  meet  upon  the 
other  shore. 


"^7  AMES  RASMUSON.  The  results  of  perse- 
vering industry  perhaps  have  nowhere  found 
-I  a  better  illustration  than  in  tlie  career  of  Mr. 
^^'  Rasmuson,  of  Brantford  Township,  who  was 
one  of  the  first  men  to  settle  in  his  neighborhood, 
on  section  2.  After  filing  his  claim  to  160  acres  of 
land,  which  lay  in  its  primitive  state,  he  broke  ten 
.icres,  being  the  first  ten  acres  disturbed  by  the 
plow  in  this  region,  and  succeeded  in  getting  to- 
gether a  few  logs  with  which  he  put  up  a  shant}- 
and  in  this  he  lived  in  single  blessedness  for  five 
years,  and  until  he  could  bring  to  it  a  wife  and 
hel|)mate.  From  that  time  on  he  was  successful  as 
a  tiller  of  the  soil  and  has  now  a  well-regulated 
farm  which  yields  him  a  comfortable  income. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  Oct.  10,  1842, 
near  the  town  of  Allhouse,  Denmark,  where  he  lived 
until  a  man  of  twentj'-six  j'ears.  Then,  in  1867, 
he  set  out  for  America  and  soon  afterward,  landing 
in  New  York  City,  proceeded  Westward  to  Iowa, 
where  he  sojourned  one  year.  In  1869  he  came  to 
Kansas  and  entered  upon  the  career  which  we  have 
already  indicated.  After  his  marriage  he  received 
from  his  father's  estate  in  the  old  country  a  few 
hundred  dollars  which  assisted  him  greatly.  He  is 
the  only  member  of  his  family  who  emigrated  to 
America. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  son  of  Rasmus 
Rasmuson,  likewise  a  native  of  Denmark  and  who 
served  the  required  time  as  a  soldier  in  the  regular 
army  and  then  followed  farming  until  retiring  to 
private  life.  He  accumulated  a  comfortable  prop- 
erty and  was  a  prominent  man  in  his  community, 
serving  as  a  Justice  and  in  other  positions  of  trust 


and  responsibility.  He  died  in  his  native  country 
in  1874.  His  wife,  Jensen  Oletha,  was  the  daughter 
of  James  Marson,  and  was  also  of  Danish  birth 
and  ancestry.  Her  father  was  a  leading  man  in 
his  community,  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  for 
many  years  a  Justice  of  the  Peace.  He  likewise 
siJent  his  entire  life  in  Denmark,  as  did  the  mother 
of  our  subject.  To  the  latter  and  her  husband 
there  were  born  nine  children,  viz.:  Rasmus  P., 
James,  Hons  P.,  Christian  M.,  James  P.,  Elsa,  p:ila, 
Olesa  and  Colena.  James,  our  subject,  remained 
at  home  on  the  farm  until  emigrating  to  America. 
He  acquired  a  common-school  education  in  his  na- 
tive tongue  and  since  coming  to  America  has 
obtained  a  sufficient  knowledge  of  the  English 
language  to  read,  write  and  do  any  ordinary 
business. 

The  wife  of  our  subject,  to  whom  he  was  mar- 
ried Feb.  7,  1875.  was  formerly  Miss  Katie  Seifers, 
daughter  of  Andrew  Seifers,  a  native  of  Bavaria, 
who  is  yet  living.  He  was  one  of  the  early  settlers 
of  Brantford  Township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rasmuson 
are  the  parents  of  five  children,  viz.:  Arthur,  Ber- 
tie, Pearl,  and  two  who  died  in  infancy,  Nellie  and 
Stella.  Politically,  Mr.  Rasmuson  is  a  supporter 
of  the  Democratic  part}',  with  the  exception  that 
he  is  friendly  to  Prohibition.  He  was  reared  in 
the  doctrines  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  in  which  he 
still  believes,  while  his  estimable  wife  is  a  German 
Catholic. 


ILLIAM  A.  LIMBOCKER,  Police  Justice 
of  Manhattan,  was  a  pioneer  of  Kansas,  and 
for  many  j-ears  was  prosperously  identified 
with  its  farming  interests.  He  is  a  gentleman  and 
a  scholar,  and  to  his  strong  characteristics  of  cour- 
age, determination,  independence,  industry  and 
honor,  he  adds  a  high  standard  of  moralit}-,  and  it 
is  conceded  on  all  sides  that  his  selection  by  his  fel- 
low-citizens for  his  present  post  was  one  eminently 
fitting.  He  is  a  veteran  of  the  war  and  did  good 
service  fighting  guerrillas,  bushwackers.  and  Indians 
in  Missouri,  Arkansas.  Indian  Territory  and  on  the 
Western  frontier. 

Mr.  Limbocker  was  born  in  Ypsilanti,  AVashteuaw 
Co.,  Mich.,  Dec.  29.  1834,  in  the  early  years  of  the 
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settlement  of  that  part  of  the  coiintiy;  his  father, 
the  Rev.  Ilany  S.  Liinbocker.  an  honoi-ed  resident 
of  Manhattan,  where  he  is  living  in  retirement,  was 
a  pioneer  of  that  county.  He  was  for  many  years  a 
noted  preacher  of  the  Free  Baptist  denomination  in 
Michigan  and  New  York,  and  was  instrumental  in 
organizing  numerous  churches  and  in  bringing 
many  people  to  that  faith.  He  was  born  in  Scipio, 
Cayuga  Co.,  N.  Y.,  March  13,  1807,  a  sou  of  John 
Limbocker.  who  was  born  May  16,  1753,  it  is 
thought  in  Germany.  His  parents  on  coming  to 
America  settled  first  in  Orange  County,  N.  Y., 
and  some  3'ears  after  that  went  to  South  Carolina 
to  live.  The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  bound 
out  to  a  farmer  in  Orange  County,  and  when  his 
parents  removed  to  the  South,  preferred  to  remain 
with  the  people  with  whom  he  was  living.  When 
the  Revoluiion  broke  out,  he  enlisted  among  the 
first  and  fought  for  independence  throughout  the 
war.  He  located  in  Cayuga  Countj'ata  vei-y  early 
day  in  its  settlement,  and  remained  there  till  1814, 
when  he  went  to  Genesee  County  to  make  his  home. 
He  resided  in  different  counties  in  New  York,  dy- 
ing at  last  in  Monroe  County,  Aug.  29,  1829,  at  a 
ripe  old  age.  His  wife,  Lovina  Hern,  to  whom  he 
was  married  Feb.  1,  1785,  was  born  Sept.  4,  1764. 
She  spent  her  last  years  in  Leona,  Jackson  Co., 
Mich.,  where  she  died  Feb.  29,  1844. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  one  of  eleven  chil- 
dren, ten  of  whom  were  reared  to  maturity.  He 
was  seven  years  old  when  his  parents  took  up  their 
abode  in  Genesee  County,  locating  in  what  is  now 
the  town  of  Le  Roy,  they  being  earlj^  settlers  of 
that  place.  Three  years  later  they  removed  to 
Livingston  County,  and  lived  (>ne  year  in  Palmer, 
and  then  went  to  Monroe  County.  Rochester  at 
that  lime  was  in  its  infancy,  a  small  village  in  the 
wilderness,  and  there  were  no  i-ailways  or  canals 
and  no  connection  with  the  outside  world  except 
with  ox  teams  driven  over  rough  roads  through 
the  woods.  Mr.  Limbocker  was  reared  to  man's 
estate  in  that  county.  At  the  age  of  eleven  he  be- 
came converted  and  joined  the  Methodist  class.  He 
commenced  to  work  out  when  he  was  eleven,  and 
from  that  time  was  self-supporting,  and  at  sixteen, 
his  father  being  blind,  lie  assumed  tlio  additional 
care  of  his  parents. 


In  October,  1828,  Mr.  Limbocker  joined  the  Free 
Baptist  ChurjCh,  finding  that  its  doctrines  agreed 
with  his  views  of  Christianity,  and  in  January, 
1829,  he  entered  upon  his  eminently  successful  ca- 
reer as  a  preacher  in  that  denomination.  In  1830 
he  visited  Michigan  and  spent  the  winter  in  Wash- 
tenaw County,  which  was  then  a  sparsely  set- 
tled wilderness,  and  the  flourishing  city  of  Ypsi- 
lanti  had  no  existence,  as  there  was  not  a  house 
standing  on  Its  present  site.  In  the  spring  of  1831 
he  went  back  to  New  York,  and  in  the  spring  of 
1832  returned  to  Washtenaw  County  with  his  fam- 
ily for  permanent  settlement.  The  removal  was 
made  by  canal  and  lake  to  Detroit,  and  thence  by 
wagon  to  Ypsilanti,  there  being  no  railways  in 
western  New  York  or  further  westward.  Mr.  Lim- 
bocker took  up  eighty  acres  of  Government  land 
six  miles  southeast  of  Ypsilanti,  and  there  in  the 
primeval  forests  of  Michigan  he  erected  a  rude 
home,  consisting  of  a  cabin  14x16  feet,  built  of 
poles,  with  rived  shakes  for  the  roof,  which  was 
kept  on  by  poles,  no  nails  being  used  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  dwelling.  In  the  fall  he  replaced 
the  cabin  with  a  frame  house.  In  that  wild  country 
deer  and  bears  were  often  to  be  seen,  and  other 
kinds  of  game  furnished  the  tables  of  the  pioneers 
with  nutritious  meat. 

In  1836  Mr.  Limbocker  sold  his  claim,  and  mov- 
ing to  Leona,  Jackson  County,  bought  ninety 
acres  of  land  in  the  oak  openings,  none  of 
the  land  being  improved.  He  built  a  hewed 
log  house,  to  which  he  afterward  added  a  frame 
"  L,"  and  he  and  his  family  made  their  home 
therein  a  number  of  years.  Jackson  was  then  but  a 
small  village  and  was  a  depot  for  supplies  for  the 
surrounding  country.  While  a  resident  of  Washte- 
naw County,  Mr.  Limbocker  had  been  actively  en- 
gaged in  his  ministerial  duties,  traveling  far  and 
wide  and  organizing  churches.  After  his  removal 
to  Jackson  County  he  was  similarly  engaged,  and 
'  during  his  residence  in  Michigan  he  organized 
fourteen  churches  and  baptised  1,100  people,  his 
ze.il  in  the  cause  of  the  Master  being  unsurpassed 
by  any  of  his  ministerial  brethren,  and  his  success 
in  making  converts  remarkable.  He  made  his  hc>me 
in  Leona  until  1850.  and  in  that  year  accepted  a 
call  to  preside  over  the  church  in  Jackson.     Three 
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years  later  he  went  to  Lenawee  County  to  organize 
a  society  in  Hudson,  and  after  preaching  the  Gos- 
])el  to  the  people  of  that  place  three  year&,  he  was 
called  to  his  native  State  to  take  ciiarge  of  a  church 
at  Fa'rport.  At  the  end  of  three  years  he  went  to 
Walworth  for  the  same  purpose,  and  was  the  pastor 
of  a  church  at  that  point  five  years.  In  1864  he  came 
to  Kansas,  and  for  four  years  devoted  his  time  to 
farming  on  tiiis  rich  soil.  lie  then  returned  to  New 
York,  and  was  a  resident  of  AValworth  the  ensuing 
two3'ears.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time,  he  once 
more  made  Michigan  his  lionae,  and  resided  in 
Reading  and  in  Clarendon,  in  Hillsdale  County, 
six  years.  In  1880  he  came  to  Manhattan,  and 
has  since  lived  in  this  city  in  honorable  retirement 
from  active  labor,  having  earned  a  rest  b^''  a  long 
and  noble  life  of  usefulness  and  well-doing.  He 
was  married  in  April,  1830,  to  Miss  Florilla  Spald- 
ing, a  native  of  York  State,  born  in  Cayuga  County, 
the  town  of  Auburn,  Nov.  19,  1805.  March  1, 
1889,  after  a  peaceful  and  happy  wedded  life  of 
nearly  fifty-nine  years,  this  devoted  wife  and 
mother  passed  to  the  Great  Beyond. 

William  A.  Limbocker,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  about  a  year  old  when  his  father  moved  to 
Jackson  County,  and  he  remembers  well  the  inci- 
dents of  pioneer  life  which  occurred  in  that  region 
as  he  was  growing  up,  and  he  can  recollect  whe'n 
the  city  of  Jackson  was  but  a  small  village  of  a  few- 
houses.  He  gle.aned  his  early  education  in  the 
pioneer  schools  of  his  native  State,  the  rude  log 
school  house  being  furnished  with  home-made  furn- 
iture, the  seats  being  slabs  with  wooden  pins  for  legs. 
As  soon  as  large  enough  he  had  to  assist  in  clearing 
the  farm  and  tilling  the  soil.  Being  fond  of  study 
and  ambitious  to  gain  a  better  education,  he  became 
a  student  of  Spring  Arbor  College,  now  Hillsdale 
College,  and  during  the  intervals  of  attendance 
taught  school  in  Indiana  and  Ohio  to  get  money  to 
pay  his  tuition.  He  lived  in  Michigan  until  he 
was  twenty-one  and  then  located  in  Indiana,  and 
engaged  in  tiie  hardware  business  in  Boonestown, 
Jackson  Count}'.  The  last  two  years  of  his  stay  in 
Indiana,  he  was  President  of  the  White  River 
Academy,  resigning  that  position  in  the  spring  of 
1860  to  take  up  his  residence  in  the  Territory  of 
Kansas.    He  came  thither  by  rail  to  St.  Louis,  from 


there  by  steamer  to  Leavenworth,  and  there  being 
no  railways  In  this  part  of  the  country  west  of  the 
Missouri  at  that  date,  he  chartered  a  prairie  .schooner 
and  came  to  Manhattan  in  that  characteristic  pio- 
neer vehicle. 

Mr.  Limbocker  bought  a  claim  in  Wabaunsee 
County,  and  in  the  fall  of  1860  moved  into  the  log 
cabin  that  stood  on  the  place.  No  attempts  had 
been  made  to  cultivate  the  land  which  was  In  its 
original  wildness,  and  the  next  two  years  he  was 
busily  engaged  In  its  improvement,  living  on  it 
until  September.  1862.  In  that  month  he  enlisted 
In  Company  K,  11th  Kansas  Infantry,  and  from 
that  time  until  the  close  of  the  war  there  w.as  no 
more  faithful  or  patriotic  soldier  fighting  on  the 
Western  frontier.  At  Independence,  Mo.,  while 
his  regiment  was  engaged  in  battle  with  Price's 
forces,  he  was  shot  in  the  head,  and  was  left  on  the 
field  for  dead.  He  miraculously  escaped  capture, 
and  the  next  day  joined  his  regiment  and  did  good 
1  work  In  the  line  of  battle.  On  the  same  day  a 
I  bursting  shell  knocked  him  from  his  horse,  and  he 
j  was  taken  up  by  his  comrades  insensible,  but  a  few 
!  hours  later,  this  undaunted  soldier  was  again  fight- 
ing the  enemy  with  characteristic  coolness  as  if 
nothing  had  happened  to  him.  His  first  wounds 
were  received  in  November,  1862,  in  the  battle  of 
Cane  Hill,  as  he  was  assisting  to  place  a  cannon  on 
a  hill  In  line  of  action,  the  cannon  falling  on  him, 
and  severely  injuring  him.  He  could  have  had  his 
discharge  at  that  time,  but  he  heroically  refused  to 
accept  it,  and  remained  with  his  regiment,  one  of  its 
most  efficient  members,  until  it  w.as  mustered  out  of 
the  service  in  September,  1865.  He  then  returned 
to  Kansas  and  bought  a  farm  in  Pottawatomie 
County,  and  w.as  busily  engaged  in  .agricultural 
pursuits  there  until  1887,  when  he  rented  his  farm, 
and  came  to  Manhattan  to  reside,  and  in  1889  was 
elected  Police  Justice. 

Mr.  Limbocker  was  married  In  Jackson  County, 
Ind.,  in  December,  1857,  to  America  J.  Scott,  a  na- 
tive of  that  county,  and  a  daughter  of  Solomon 
Scott.  Their  happy  household  circle  was  completed 
by  tlie  birth  of  four  children — Doris  R.,  Flora  L., 
Alfa  D.,  and  Lester  S. 

As  will  be  seen  by  a  perusal  of  this  sketch,  Mr. 
Limbocker  is  a  man  of  high  personal  character  and 
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of  good  staiuling  In  this  coromunitj'.  While  a 
resident  of  Pottawatomie  County  he  was  Justice  of 
tlie  Peace  for  six  \ears,  and  during  his  incumbency 
of  that  office  gained  much  experience  which  is  of 
great  value  to  him  in  his  present  position.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  Protestant  Methodist  Church  for 
many  years,  and  was  ordained  Elder  in  1874.  He 
is  now  a  member  of  the  Manhattan  Union  Mission 
Church.  He  has  always  been  an  ardent  worker  in 
the  Sunday-school,  and  yvns  President  of  the  Pot- 
tawatomie County  Sunday-school  Association,  a 
number  of  years.  In  politics  he  is  a  sound  Repub- 
lican. 

^^fLVIN  B.  LEE,  senior  member  of  the  Arm 
(@/u[|    of  Lee  &  Stafford,  is,  with  his  partner,  eon- 

///  Is  ducting  a  flourishing  hardware  and  agri- 
Qjfl  cultural  implement  trade  at  Riley,  Riley 
County,  aud  was  one  of  the  first  men  to  engage  in 
a  like  enterprise  in  tliis  place.  He  came  to  the 
county  in  1887.  and  a  short  time  afterward  estab- 
lished himself  in  his  present  business.  He  has  suc- 
ceeded in  placing  it  upon  a  sound  basis,  and  is 
numbered  among  the  representative  men  of  Riley, 
who  have  assisted  in  promoting  its  best  interests. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Carroll 
County,  Ohio,  Dec.  29,  1856,  and  is  the  son  of  Rev. 
Wra.  D.  and  Nancy  (Beatty)  Lee.  William  D.  Lee 
was  likewise  a  native  of  the  above-mentioned 
county,  and  born  in  1827.  He  lived  tliere  until  1865, 
being  then  a  man  of  thirty-eight  years,  then  set  out 
for  the  Southwest,  crossing  the  Mississippi,  and 
located  inDeKalb  County,  Mo.  He  there  spent  his 
last  da3's,  passing  away  in  1886.  He  had  become 
connected  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
when  quite  young,  and  after  going  to  Missouri 
joined  the  Missouri  Methodist  Episcopal  Confer- 
ence, with  the  intention  of  devoting  liimself  to 
the  ministrj',  having  already  been  preaching  con- 
siderably. A  few  3'ears  later,  however,  he  was 
compelled  to  abandon  his  ministerial  labors  on  ac- 
count of  failing  health.  In  the  meantime  he  had  also 
been  engaged  in  farming  and  the  live  stock  busi- 
ness and  had  accumulated  a  comfortable  ])ro|)erty. 
He  was  a  man  who  kept  himself  well  posted  upon 
matters  of  general  interest,  and  after  the  organiza- 


tion of  the  Republican  party,  uniformly  gave  his 
support  to  its  principles. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was 
David  Lee,  who  traced  his  ancestry  to  Germany. 
Mrs.  Nancy  (Beatty)  Lee  the  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  Ohio,  in  1816,  but  when  quite 
young  was  taken  b.y  her  parents  to  West  Virginia, 
where  she  was  reared  to  womanhood.  Her  father 
was  Thomas  Beatty,  who  spent  his  last  years  in 
Ohio.  Mrs.  Lee  is  still  living  and  makes  her  home 
in  Riley,  Kan.  There  were  born  to  her  and  her 
husband,  five  children,  viz:  Sarah  E.,  Julia  A., 
Alvin  B.,  Asbur}'  P.  C.  and  Laura;  three  of  these 
are  living,  and  located  mostly  in  Kansas. 

Alvin  B.  Lee  was  the  third  child  of  his  parents, 
and  lived  in  Cairoll  Countj',  Ohio,  until  nine  years 
old.  The  family  then  removed  to  DeKalb  Countj% 
Mo.,  where  Alvin  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  received 
an  academic  education.  After  completing  his 
studies  he  followed  farming  until  coming  to  Kansas. 
Like  his  father  before  him,  he  is  a  sound  Repub- 
lican, and  socially  he  belongs  to  Lodge  No.  346, 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  at  Riley.  He  was  first  married  Jan.  18, 
1 884,  to  Miss  Ella  J.  McCartney.  This  lady  w.as 
born  in  DeKalb  County,  Mo.,  July  20,  1860,  and 
died  at  her  home  there  on  the  22d  of  August, 
1886.  Of  this  union  there  was  born  one  child, 
a  daughter,  Cora  E.  Mr.  Lee  on  the  18th  of  De- 
cember, 1888,  contracted  a  second  marriage  with 
Miss  Lizzie  Lambert,  who  was  born  in  New  York 
State  in  1859.  Mrs.  Lee  was  a  ver^'  estimable  lady, 
and  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the  Presbyter- 
ian Churcli 


Jj  ABEZ  SMALL.  In  reviewing  the  career  of 
this  late  citizen  of  Blaine  Township,  Clay 
I  County,  we  are  forcibly  reminded  of  the 
scriptural  quotations  that  man  passeth  away, 
but  "  his  works  do  follow  him."  The  monument 
which  Mr.  Small  reared  to  his  industry  and  perse- 
verance in  the  shape  of  a  fine  homestead,  is  one 
greatly  to  his  credit  and  honor,  as  illustrating  the 
leading  traits  of  his  character,  among  which  per- 
severance under  all  difficulties  was  the  one  which 
secured  the  present  valuable  estate  his  famil3-. 
This  comprises  480    broad    acres    upon  which  his 
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widow  still  resides,  surrounded  by  all  the  comforts    i 
of  life.  ; 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Worces- 
tershire, England,  May  14,  1835,  and  was  the  son 
of  Benjamin  and  Hannah  Small,  who  were  likewise 
of  English  birth  and  ancestry.  He  was  reared  to 
manhood  in  his  native  shire,  receiving  a  good  edu- 
cation in  a  private  school,  and  grew  up  under  the 
home  influences,  wliich  made  of  him  a  conscien- 
tious and  capable  man. 

]Mr.  Small  was  bred  to  agricultural  pursuits  and 
when  twenty-three  ^-ears  old  was  married,  April  29,    I 
1858,  to  Elizabeth   Griffith.     The  bride  was  also  a 
native    of    AVorcestershire,  and   the    daughter  of 
Henry  G.  and  Ann  Griffith,  who  were  likewise  na- 
tives of  England.     This  union  resulted  in  the  birth 
of  ten  children,  eight  of  whom  are  living,  the  eldest 
of  whom  a  son,  Benjamin,  is  a  resident  of  Decatur 
County,  this  State.    Louisa  A.,  Mrs.  William  Wylie, 
also  lives  in  that  county.     Henry,  George  J.,  Eliza-    ; 
both  A.,  Mary  A.,  Dorcas  and  Ruth  I.  are  at  home    i 
with  tlieir  mother.     The  deceased  are   John  J.  and    ' 
Thomas.  ; 

Remahiiiig  a  resident  of  his  native  shire  until 
1873,  Mr.  Sjiiall  in  the  winter  of  that  year,  having 
decided  upon  seeking  his  fortune  in  America, 
crossed  the  Atlantic  with  his  family,  taking  pas- 
sage on  a  steamer  at  Liverpool  and  landing  in  Bos- 
ton, Mass.,  after  an  ocean  voyage  of  fifteen  days. 
Thence  he  came  directly  westward  to  Otoe  County, 
Xeb.,  settling  on  a  tract  of  land  three  miles  east  of 
Palmyra.  Here  he  purchased  160  acres  from  which 
he  improved  a  farm,  and  npon  which  he  lived  until 
his  removal  to  Clay  County,  Kan.,  in  the  spring  of 
1883.  In  the  meantime  he  had  been  prospered 
and  now  purchased  the  farm  included  in  the  fine 
estate  which  he  left  at  his  death.  Upon  this  land 
when  the  Small  family  assumed  possession  there 
were  no  improvements  to  speak  of,  and  they  there- 
fore commenced  at  first  principles  in  the  erection 
of  a  homestead.  A  few  years  of  diligent  toil  and 
good  management  resulted  in  the  construction  of 
a  good  farm,  which  is  now  the  source  of  a  snug 
income. 

Mr.  Small  departed  this  life  at  his  homestead  in 
Blaine  Township,  May  22,  1889.  He  was  a  good 
man  in  the  broadest  sense  of  the  term,  a  kind  hus- 


band and  father,  a  hospitable  neighbor,  and  was  ever 
ready  to  render  a  kindly  service  to  those  around 
him.  In  his  death  Clay  County  lost  one  of  her 
most  useful  citizens.  He  was  a  stanch  supporter 
of  the  Democratic  party,  and  although  no  office 
seeker,  was  frequently  called  to  positions  of  trust 
and  responsibilit3'.  These,  however,  he  declined 
almost  invariably,  preferring  the  quiet  of  his  home 
life.  He  was  a  man  respected  by  all  who  knew  him, 
and  has  left  in  addition  to  a  substantial  property, 
the  legacy  of  a  good  name  to  his  children. 


J  I  OHN  B.  LYONS.  Most  men  have  their  ac- 
complishments and  their  hobbies,  and  that 
of  Mr.  Lyons  is  fruit  growing  for  which  he 
seems  admirably  adapted.  Upon  his  farm 
160  acres  in  extent,  110  of  which  are  under  the 
plow,  he  has  about  600  apple-trees,  raised  from  tlie 
seed,  mostly  now  grafted  and  budded  and  in  good 
bearing  condition.  This  is  his  second  orchard,  the 
first  having  been  destroyed  by  grasshoppers  in  1875, 
these  ravenous  insects  having  eaten  not  only  the 
leaves,  but  the  bark,  thus  sapping  the  life  of  the 
trees.  Besides  these  he  has  about  thirty  plum  trees 
of  choice  varieties  and  quantities  of  the  smaller 
fruits.  Mr.  Lyons  is  an  expert  in  grafting,  tak- 
ing great  pride  in  his  work  and  being  remarkably 
successful.  He  has  in  all  nine  acres  devoted  to  fruit. 
A  native  of  Tioga  County,  N.  Y.,  Mr.  Lyons  was 
born  May  11,  1848,  and  was  there  reared  to  man's 
estate,  receiving  the  advantages  of  a  practical  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools  .and  likewise  careful 
home  training.  AVhen  a  young  man  of  twenty-three 
years  he  set  out  for  the  West,  joining  his  brother, 
Joseph,  in  Waterville,  this  State,  south  of  wnose 
place  there  was  a  vacant  tract  of  land  upon  which 
Mr.  Lyons  filed  a  homestead  claim  on  the  17th  of 
May,  that  year.  He  made  his  home  with  his  brother, 
broke  eight  acres  of  his  land,  and  lived  there  until 
1875. 

Mr.  Lyons  came  to  Grant  Township.  Washing- 
ton County,  in  1871,  and  in  1875  completed  a  sub- 
santial stone-building,  18x21  feet  in  dimensions  and 
a  story  and  a  half  high.     To  this  in   due   time  he 
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brought  his  newly  wedded  wife,  having  been  married 
Feb.  22,  1874.  to  Miss  Lilie  Hyland.  Mrs.  Lyons 
was  born  June  25,  1855,  in  Lorain  County,  Ohio, 
and  is  the  daughter  of  James  Hyland,  a  native  of 
England  and  who,  when  crossing  the  Atlantic,  lo- 
cated in  Lorain  County,  Ohio.  Of  this  union  there 
have  been  born  eiglit  cliildren,  viz.:  Lena,  at  home; 
Abram,  who  died  at  the  age  of  seven  years;  Ezra 
and  Harry  at  home;  Henry,  who  died  in  infancy ; 
William,  Cora  and  George.  Mr.  Lyons,  politically, 
is  independent,  supporting  the  men  whom  lie  con- 
siders best  qualified  for  office,  irrespective  of  party. 
Our  subject  is  the  son  of  Henry  Lyons,  who  was 
the  oldest  in  a  family  of  len  children  born  to  Jesse 
Lyons,  and  who  is  now  living  at  the  advanced  age 
of  ninety-four  years.  To  Henry  Lyons  and  his 
wife  there  was  born  a  family  of  fifteen  children,  of 
whom  John  B.  was  next  to  the  youngest.  He  and 
his  estimable  wife  are  still  living. 

\f^  AVID  MARSHALL.  Among  the  younger 
I  \  farmers  of  Washington  County,  the  above- 
•^  named  gentleman  takes  high  ranii  as  a  suc- 
cessful and  progressive  agriculturist.  He 
is  the  owner  of  360  acres  in  Clifton  Township.  The 
homestead  is  located  on  section  34,  and  comprises 
200  acres.  It  has  been  well  improved  and  is  sup- 
plied with  excellent  barns  and  other  outbuildings. 
The  residence  is  a  substantial  building  of  pleasing- 
design,  and  is  presided  over  by  a  charming  and 
hospitable  lady.  Tlie  160  acres  owned  by  Mr. 
Marshall  on  section  23  bear  some  improvements, 
and  the  whole  estate  is  carefully  and  intelligently 
managed. 

Mr.  Marshall  was  born  in  tJreen  Oalc  Township, 
Livingston  County,  Mich.,  March  17,  1853.  There 
he  was  reared  to  manhood  and  became  tiie  recipient 
of  a  good  education.  Thence  he  and  a  brotiier, 
Jolin,  came  to  Kansas  in  1878.  They  purchased  400 
acres  of  land  in  Mulberry  Township,  Clay  County. 
It  was  in  the  primitive  condition  of  the  western 
prairie,  and  they  improved  and  operated  it  until 
1883.  Our  subject  tlien  came  to  this  place,  where 
lie  has  since  resided. 

Our  subject  was  tlie  tliinl   in  :i  family'  of  seven 


children,  all  living  and  all  now  married.  He  came 
West  a  single  man.  In  this  State  he  met  the  lady 
who  was  destined  to  become  his  wife.  The  rites 
of  wedloclv  were  celebrated  between  them  in  Sher- 
man Township,  Clay  County.  The  bride  bore  tlie 
name  of  Alice  Smith,  and  was  born  in  Baldwin 
City,  Kan.,  March  8,  1860.  She  has  borne  her 
husband  four  children:  George,  Alfred,  Lewis,  and 
Claude  A. 

Nathan  W.  Smith,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Marshall, 
was  born  in  the  Keystone  State.  There  he  was 
reared  and  married  Miss  Eliza  Woodruff.  They 
removed  to  Ohio,  thence  to  Missouri,  and  thence 
still  later,  to  this  State.  They  settled  in  Lawrence, 
whence  in  the  early  part  of  the  war  Mr.  Smith 
tooli  up  the  musket  to  defend  the  colors  of  the 
Union.  He  went  to  the  front  with  his  regiment 
and  company,  and  did  gallant  service  for  over  a 
year.  With  a  few  comrades  at  the  battle  of  Inde- 
pendence, Mo.,  he  was  cut  off  from  the  retreating 
regiment,  and  while  in  the  woods  was  surrounded 
by  the  enemj^.  The  comrades  were  asked  which 
they  preferred,  surrender  or  a  chance  to  get  away. 
Mr.  Smith  chose  to  take  his  chances  of  escape 
rather  than  to  submit  to  prison  life.  In  his  efforts 
to  reach  the  Federal  lines  he  was  fatally  shot,  and 
died  shortly  afterward  in  a  hospital.  Though  only 
a  private,  he  was  a  brave  and  gallant  soldier,  and 
his  memory  may  well  be  revered  by  the  friends  he 
left  behind  him.  His  widow  survived  him  about 
two  years,  when  she  died  in  Junction  City,  Kan. 
She  was  then  thirty-eight  years  old,  which  was 
about  the  age  at  which  her  husband  died.  Mrs. 
Marshall  was  but  five  years  old  when  she  lost  her 
mother.  She  was  afterward  reared  by  Mr.  S.  C. 
Cliester,  of  whom  see  sketch.  She  was  carefully 
trained  by  her  foster  parents,  and  received  an  ex- 
cellent education. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  David  and  Eliza 
(Bunton)  Marshall,  were  natives  of  England.  On 
coming  to  the  L'nited  States,  they  first  settled  in 
Vermont,  where  one  uf  their  sons  was  born.  They 
subsequently  went  to  Livingston  County,  Mich., 
being  early  settlers  of  Green  Oak  Township.  Mr. 
Marshall  was  a  successful  farmer,  improving  his 
farm  there,  and  bringing  it  to  a  high  state  of  culti- 
vation.    He  died  in  the  fall  of  1884,  being  then 
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about  sixty  years  of  age.  The  mother  is  still  living 
in  that  State,  and  is  now  sixty -eight  years  old. 
Both  parents  were  prominent  menibei'S  of  the 
Baptist  Church. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  is  to  be  found 
in  the  ranks  of  the  Republican  party.  He  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  Clifton.  Mr.  Marshall  is  held  in  good 
repute  by  the  citizens  wherever  he  is  known,  as  a 
man  of  sterling  integrit}-,  marked  intelligence,  and 
kindly  nature. 

Jn  OHN  n.  SHOAF.  a  peaceable,  law-abiding 
citizen  of  Lincoln  Township,  first  set  foot 
I  upon  the  soil  of  Ivansas  in  1881,  but  only 
'  remained  a  comparatively  brief  time,  so- 
journing afterward  at  his  old  home  in  Carroll 
County,  111.,  and  being  thereafter  in  various  places 
until  January  1889.  Then  concluding  that  this 
was  about  the  best  section  of  country  he  could 
find,  he  established  himself  in  Washington  Count}-, 
purchasing  a  half  section  of  land  where  he  now 
lives  and  is  industriously  engaged  in  general  farm- 
ing. On  the  7th  of  March,  1889,  he  was  married 
to  ;Miss  Lucy  Karns,  a  well  educated  and  very  in- 
telligent lad}'  and  they  have  commenced  the 
journey  of  life  together  under  favorable  auspices 
and  with  the  best  wishes  of  hosts  of  friends.  Mrs. 
Shoaf  was  born  in  Iowa  Count}-,  Iowa,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  John  Karns,  a  highly  respected  farmer 
Greenleaf  Township. 

John  Shoaf  was  born  in  Westmoreland  County, 
Pa.,  April  20,  1858.  His  father,  Frederick  Shoaf, 
was  a  native  of  Germany  and  born  about  1835. 
He  emigrated  to  America  in  early  life  and  settled 
in  Westmoreland  County,  Pa.,  where  he  lived  until 
186'.l.  That  year  he  removed  to  Carroll  County, 
111.,  of  which  he  was  a  resident  for  the  following 
ten  years.  His  next  removal  was  to  Riley  County, 
this  State,  where  he  now  lives  and  is  successfully 
engaged  in  farming.  He  is  a  member  in  good 
standing  of  the  Baptist  Church,  is  politically,  a 
sound  Republican  and  during  the  late  war  signified 
his  patriotism  by  serving  as  a  private  in  the 
ranks. 

Mrs.  Christain   (Shibley)    Shoaf,  the  mother  of 


our  subject,  was  a  native  of  Germany  and  emi- 
grated to  America  with  her  parents  when  quite 
young;  she  is  living  and  is  now  (1889)  fifty- 
two  years  old.  The  children  of  the  parental 
family,  nine  in  number,  were  named  respectively, 
John  iJacob,  Lizzie,  deceased;  William.  .Sadie,  An- 
nie, deceased;  Mary,  David,  deceased,  and  Katie. 
John,  the  eldest,  was  educated  principally  in  Car- 
roll County,  111.,  where  he  lived  with  his  parents 
upon  a  farm  until  a  young  man  of  twenty-three 
years.  Then  starting  out  for  himself  he  intended 
going  to  Washington  Territory,  but  on  the  way 
changed  his  mind  and  stopped  in  Wyoming,  going 
to  work  on  a  milk  ranch.  His  next  destination  was 
Clay  County,  K.an,,  and  his  subsequent  operations 
we  have  already  indicated.  He  has  very  little  to 
do  with  public  affairs,  but  when  performing  the 
duties  of  an  American  citizen  at  the  polls,  aims  to 
support  "principles  instead  of  men,"  and  casts  his 
ballot  for  the  candidate  whom  he  considers  will 
best  serve  the  interests  of  the  people. 


JOHN  SHEA.  No  better  illustration  of  the 
self-made  man  can  be  furnished  than  in  the 
person  of  Mr.  Shea,  who  is  Bl.ayor  of  the 
live  and  progressive  little  city  of  Clifton, 
Wasliington  County,  and  senior  member  of  the 
firm  of  Shea  &  Prentice,  the  leading  general  mer- 
chants of  the  place.  Mr.  Shea  has  a  wide  reputa- 
tion for  honesty  and  integrity  in  his  business  rela- 
tions, and  from  a  modest  beginning  has  worked  his 
trade  up  to  the  snug  sum  of  $50,000  annually.  The 
firm  began  operations  in  a  small  store  in  1881,  but 
in  due  time  their  increasing  trade  necessitated  a 
change  to  more  commodious  quarters  and  in  a 
more  desirable  location.  They  now  occupy  a  fine 
two-story  brick  building — the  Needham  Block— 
25x90  feel  in  dimensions,  to  which  they  removed 
in  the  year  1884,  having  the  main  room  and  base- 
ment. They  carry  a  full  stock  of  all  goods  in  their 
line,  and  number  their  friends  and  patrons  among 
the  best  people  of  this  part  of  the  county. 

We  find  Mr.  Shea  first  located  in  the  young  town 
of  Clifton,  in  the  spring  of  1879.  Soon  afterward 
he  became  .associated  in  business  with  C.  W.  Snyder, 
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and  under  the  firm  name  of  .Sn3der  ife  Shea  they 
operated  as  general  merchants.  Tlien  Mr.  Snj-der 
withdrew,  and  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Ferguson,  the 
firm  becoming  Sliea  &  Ferguson.  This  was  dis- 
solved in  1881,  and  was  succeeded  by  the  present 
firm.  A  biography  of  the  junior  partner,  Mr. 
Prentice,  will  be  found  on  another  page  in  this 
volume. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  first  saw  the  light  in 
Bellvale,  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y.,  March  2,  1857.  His 
father,  John  Shea,  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  and 
came  of  excellent  parentage.  He  received  a  flrst- 
class  education,  and  when  becoming  of  age,  left  the 
parental  roof  and  sailed  for  America.  In  due  time 
he  found  himself  in  New  York  City  without  much 
knowledge  of  business,  and  having  an  uncontroll- 
able desire  for  strong  drink,  he  soon  lost  an  inter- 
est in  what  he  had  been  taught  by  his  parents.  He 
was  disposed  to  labor  with  his  hands  instead  of  his 
brain,  as  he  might  have  done,  and  performed  much 
of  this,  for  which  he  was  naturally  unfitted.  He 
made  friends,  however,  being  a  genial  and  compan- 
ionable man,  well  informed  and  a  great  talker.  The 
custom  then  of  regaling  emploj'es  with  strong- 
drink  proved  his  ruin,  and  later  in  life,  constantly 
reflecting  upon  lost  opportunities  and  a  lot  which 
miglit  have  been  made  better,  he  finally  lost  his 
reason,  and  is  now  confined,  hopelessly  insane,  in  a 
hospital  in  New  York  State.  His  wife,  to  whom  he 
was  married  in  1855,  was  in  her  girlhood  Miss 
Bridget  Garrity.  She  came,  with  her  brother  and 
sister,  to  America,  when  quite  young,  and  they  set- 
tled in  Orange  County,  N.  Y.,  where  she  remained 
until  her  marriage.  She  became  the  mother  of  two 
children,  and  after  the  misfortune  which  befell  her 
husband,  she  joined  her  son  in  Clifton,  Kan.,  and 
with  him  spent  her  last  days,  passing  away  in  1888, 
wlien  quite  ripe  in  years.  She  was  a  devoted  wife 
and  mother,  her  chief  thought  and  ambition  being 
the  welfare  of  her  family.  Her  name  is  held  in 
tender  remembrance  by  her  children  and  the  friends 
whom  she  had  made  by  her  kindly  ways  and  cheer- 
ful disposition. 

The  early  years  of  Mr.  Shea  were  spent  under 
the  influence  of  his  excellent  mother,  who  was  al- 
ways his  patient  and  wise  adviser.  He,  at  an  early 
age,  was  trained   in  those  habits  of  industry,  which 


strengthened  within  him  the  self-reliance  and  in- 
dependence necessary  to  a  successful  career  in  life. 
At  the  age  of  fifteen  years  he  entered  the  employ 
of  A.  J.  Burt,  a  leading  merchant  of  Bellvale, 
N.  Y.,  with  whom  he  remained  four  years.  The 
experience  thus  gained  under  the  tutorage  of  a 
man  of  most  excellent  character,  and  one  who  was 
shrewd  and  successful  in  business  affairs,  was  of 
inestimable  value.  Mr.  Burt,  although  somewhat 
stern  in  character,  was  kind  and  just,  and  proved 
to  the  boy  a  valuable  friend.  Mr.  Shea  feels 
that  to  him  he  is  indebted  for  his  later  successes  in 
life.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  years,  full  of  youth- 
ful courage  and  ambition,  Mr.  Shea  decided  upon 
seeking  his  fortune  in  the  Great  West,  and  made 
his  way  first  to  Grundy  County,  111.,  settling  in 
Gardner.  He  was  there  employed  at  clerking 
until  twenty-two  years  old,  then,  crossing  the  JMis- 
sissippi,  came  to  Clifton,  Kan.,  and  invested  his 
carefully-hoarded  capital  as  we  have  ahead}'  indi- 
cated. 

The  community  of  Clifton  soon  recognized  Mr. 
Shea  as  a  valued  addition  to  its  ranks.  He  inter- 
ested himself  in  its  welfare  and  progress  in  manjr 
ways,  and  finally  was  chosen  a  member  of  the  City 
Council,  and  served  as  such  for  a  period  of  three 
years.  Upon  the  organization  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  he  was  elected  the  Vice-President,  and  has 
given  his  support  and  encouragement  to  all  other 
worthy  enterprises.  He  is  identified  with  the 
A.  O.  U.  W.,  in  which  he  has  filled  all  the  chairs 
of  the  lodge,  and  has  represented  the  order  in 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State.  Politically,  he 
supports  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party. 

For  his  first  wife,  Mr.  Shea,  in  1879,  married 
Miss  Ida  E.  Snyder,  an  accomplished  and  highly 
educated  young  lady  of  good  parentage.  She  was 
born  and  reared  in  New  York  State,  and  completed 
her  education  in  the  city  of  Rochester.  She  came 
to  Illinois  with  her  brother,  where  she  made  the 
acquaintance  of  our  subject.  After  their  marriage, 
they  established  themselves  in  a  neat  home  in  Clif- 
ton, but  their  happiness  was  soon  invaded  by  the 
Destroyer,  the  young  wife  dying  in  1880,  at  the 
birth  of  her  first  child.  Mrs.  Shea  was  a  lady  pos- 
sessing many  sterling  quiaities,  and  had  endeared 
herself  .to  a  large  circle  of  friends. 
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In  1881,  Ml-.  Shea  contracted  a  second  marriage 
with  Miss  Etta  L.  Howard.  This  lady  was  born  in 
^'ermout,  Dec.  15,  1860,  of  an  old  and  highlj'  re- 
spected New  England  famil}'.  She  came  to  Kansas 
about  1875.  with  her  father,  the  Rev.  Merrill  How- 
ard, now  deceased,  bnt  who  bad  been  all  the  years 
of  his  active  life  a  minister  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
Of  this  union  there  have  been  born  four  children, 
one  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  The  survivors  are: 
Ella  F..  Fred  W.  and  John  H.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shea 
are  members  in  good  standing  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  in  which  our  subject  officiates  as  Treasurer 
and  Supei'intendent  of  the  Sunday-school. 


-5 #-# :^ 

Ci^^OAH  S.  LEUSZLER.  one  of  the  younger 
11  j)j  farmers  of  Linn  Township,  is  a  son  of  one 
'\\,-^  of  the  earliest  pioneers  of  Washington 
County,  to  which  he  came  in  1870  and  homesteaded 
land  in  what  was  then  Sherman,  but  is  now  Linn 
Township,  when  there  were  only  two  houses  between 
this  land  and  Waterville,  with  the  exception  of 
several  dugouts  located  on  the  old  Mormon  trail. 
Although  still  young  in  years  he  has  seen  the  coun- 
try develop  from  a  wilderness,  as  it  were,  to  its 
present  condition  and  by  the  opening  up  of  one  of 
its  finest  farms,  has  contributed  his  full  quota  to 
this  end.  He  is  a  hard  worker  and  good  manager 
and  being  possessed  of  more  than  ordinary  intelli- 
gence and  application  to  business,  there  is  little 
reason  to  doubt  that  his  career  will  be  successful 
all  through  life. 

Mr.  Leuszler  was  born  in  Doylestown,  the  county 
seatof  Bucks  Countj%  Pa.,  Dec.  31,  1851.  His 
father,  John  Leuszler,  now  a  resident  of  Linn 
Township,  is  a  native  of  Hesse- Darmstadt,  Ger- 
many, whence  he  emigrated  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
five  years,  settling  first  in  Medina  County,  Ohio,  in 
1852.  Thence  he  removed  to  Lorain  County,  that  i 
State,  in  1862,  and  in  1870  came  to  Kansas  and 
homesteaded  a  quarter  section  of  land,  together 
with  his  sons — Harry,  John  and  Peter.  By  patient 
industry  and  hard  labor  he  opened  up  a  good  home- 
stead where  he  is  spending  his  last  years  sur- 
rounded by  all  the  comforts  of  life. 

The  maiden  name  of  the   mother   of  iiur  sul)ject 


was  Catherine  Long.  She  was  born  in  Pennsylva- 
nia and  by  her  marriage  with  John  Leuszler,  be- 
came the  mother  of  fifteen  children.  Ten  of  these 
are  living,  viz:  Mary,  Mrs.  Hollinger;  Lizzie, 
Mrs.  Hasseflue;  Harry  J.;  Catherine,  Mrs.  Lytle; 
Sarah,  Mrs.  Febach  ;  John  S. ;  Tillie,  Mrs.  Paulie; 
Peter,  Noah  S.,  and  Hettie,  Mrs.  Field.  Mrs.  Cath- 
erine (Long)  Leuszler  departed  this  life  in  Lorain 
County,  Ohio,  in  1864. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  attended  the  district 
school  during  his  boyhood  and  being  a  reader  of 
books  and  the  weekly  newspapers,  has  become  a 
thoroughly  well-informed  man.  AVhen  twenty- 
four  years  old  he  was  married  Feb.  22,  1875,  to  Miss 
Linuie  M.  Bellows,  daughter  of  Henry  Bellows,  now 
a  resident  of  Greenleaf  Township.  The  four  chil- 
dren born  of  this  union  were  named  respectively, 
Minnie,  William,  Albert  and  Alta,  the  Latter  two 
twins.  Mr.  Leuszler's  160-acre  farm  is  largely  de- 
voted to  stock-raising — graded  Clydesdale  horses, 
Short-horn  cattle  and  thorougbred  Poland-China 
swine.  His  career  is  the  simple  story  of  so  many 
men  who  began  life  dependent  upon  their  resources 
and  have  made  of  it  a  success.  His  possessions 
have  been  accumulated  only  by  persistent  labor  and 
good  management.  The  little  family  occupy  a  fine 
modern  dwelling,  handsomely  finished  and  fur- 
nished and  adjacent  to  which  is  a  good  barn  and  all 
the  necessar}'  outbuildings,  with  a  windmill,  w.ater 
tanks  and  other  improved  machineri'.  Mr.  Leusz- 
ler never  seeks  official  honors,  but  keeps  himself 
posted  in  regard  to  events  of  general  interest  and 
gives  his  cordial  support  to  the  Republican  party. 
He  also  belongs  to  the  A.  O.  U.  W. 


J  I  OHN  GEORGE  DIETER,  though  of  foreign 
birth  and  ancestry,  has  done  good  service 
j  to  the  United  States  as  soldier  and  citizen. 
He  spent  several  years  of  his  early  manhood 
in  battling  for  national  unity  in  the  land  which  he 
had  made  his  home,  and  notwithstanding  the  fact 
that  he  has  ever  since  been  a  sufferer  from  disabili- 
ties contracted  in  the  arniv.  he  has  been  an  ener- 
getic worker  in  the  upbuilding  and  development  of 
Clay  County.     It   is  a  pleasure   to  chronicle,  even 
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in  a  brief  outline,  the  life  of  such  a  man,  and  to 
thus  indicate  the  sterling  qualities  of  his  character 
and  the  business  abilit}'  which  he  possesses. 

Mr.  Dieter  was  born  in  Gross  Bieberan,  Hesse- 
Darmstadt,  Germany,  on  the  20th  day  of  Ajn-ii, 
1841.  When  a  youth  of  seventeen  years  he  came 
to  America,  and  landed  in  New  York,  where  he  re- 
mained a  twelve-month.  He  then  went  to  Zanes- 
ville,  Ohio,  there  continuing  about  two  3'ears, 
employed  at  the  trade  of  a  barber.  Returning  to 
New  York  he  sojourned  a  short  time,  and  then,  in 
1861,  enlisted  in  the  regular  army  of  the  United 
States.  He  was  transferred  to  Company  D,  of  the 
4th  United  States  Cavalry,  and  was  sent  to  Leaven- 
worth, Kan.,  and  thence  joined  the  command  of 
Gen.  Lj'ons,  at  Wilson's  Creek.  He  took  a  gallant 
part  in  some  of  the  most  terrible  conflicts  of  the 
war,  as  well  as  in  minor  skirmishes  and  iiard 
marches.  At  Stone  River  he  was  struck  on  the 
leg  by  a  cannon  ball,  the  wound  unfitting  him  for 
service  for  a  considerable  time.  He  escaped  other 
wounds,  or  capture  by  the  enemy,  but  had  a  serious 
attack  of  typhoid  fever,  from  the  effects  of  which 
his  system  has  never  recovered,  and  on  account  of 
which  he  receives  a  small  pension.  Mr.  Dieter's 
company  was  escort  to  Gen.  Rosecrans,  and  while 
carrying  dispatches,  etc.,  was  frequently  in  a  posi- 
tion of  great  hazard.  He  was  discharged  at  Co- 
lumbia, Tenn.,  after  having  served  three  3'ears,  and 
returned  to  the  ranks  of  civil  life  unfitted  for  any 
manual  labor. 

After  being  mustered  out  of  tlie  service,  Mr. 
Dieter  went  to  TerreHaute,  Ind.,  where  he  re- 
mained three  months,  thence  going  to  St.  Louis, 
Mo,,  where  he  engaged  at  Benton  Barracks,  as 
foreman  of  an  alley,  keeping  time  and  looking  after 
the  care  of  the  horses,  his  health  not  yet  being 
sufficiently  established  to  allow  of  hard  labor. 
Following  this  employment  he  went  to  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  and  engaging  with  a  Government  construc- 
tion corps,  was  sent  to  Morehead  Cit^',  N.  C,  and 
worked  on  a  wharf  for  ship  lading.  There  he 
remained  three  months,  thence  worked  his  way  to 
New  York,  and  took  passage  for  the  Fatherland. 

Mr.  Dieter  spent  six  months  in  the  land  of  his 
birth,  and  in  1866  returned  to  New  York,  whence 
after  a  short  time  he  went  to  St.  Louis.     Thence 


during  the  same  year  he  went  to  Kansas  City,  Mo., 
and  once  more  engaged  at  his  trade,  barbering.  In 
September  of  the  same  year  he  came  to  Kansas,  and 
for  a  few  months  was  in  the  same  business  at  .Junc- 
tion City.  In  1867  he  came  to  this  county  and 
pre-empted  160  acres  of  land  in  Oakland  Township, 
afterward  taking  up  a  homestead  claim  of  equal 
extent.  Still  retaining  his  shop  at  Junction  City, 
Mr.  Dieter  began  work  on  his  claim.  Late  in  the 
year  1868  he  removed  to  Ellsworth,  and  tlie  next 
year  took  up  liis  residence  on  the  claim.  He  lived 
there  until  1876,  when  his  health  failed,  and  he  re- 
moved to  Dodge  City,  and  again  took  up  work  at 
his  trade. 

After  a  residence  there  of  four  years  he  came  to 
Oak  Hill,  and  purchased  a  stock  of  general  mer- 
chandise, together  with  buildings,  and  has  since 
been  conducting  this  business.  He  still  retains 
ownership  of  the  pre-emption  and  homestead 
claims,  which  form  one  of  the  finest  farms  in  the 
neighborhood.  He  has  purchased  other  farms,  and 
now  owns  about  700  acres  of  land,  besides  his 
village  property  and  store.  In  conducting  his 
mercantile  business  he  takes  country  produce  in 
exchange  for  goods.  He  also  buys  grain,  feeding 
and  handling  large  numbers  of  cattle.  He  is  the 
principal  business  man  of  this  part  of  the  count}', 
and  has  made  a  success  of  his  enterprise  here. 

At  Junction  City,  Oct.  8,  1868,  Mr.  Dieter  be- 
came a  Benedict,  the  lady  to  whom  he  was  united 
being  Miss  Johanna  W.  Jansen,  who  was  born  in 
Sweden,  and  with  her  father  came  to  this  State. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dieter  are  the  happy  parents  of  eight 
children,  all  living.  They  are  named  John  G.  Ph., 
Anna  M.  M.,  Justanna  W.,  Annie  C,  John  N., 
Charles  A.,  John  P.,  and  Nelly  B. 

Mr.  Dieter  is  of  pure  German  parentage,  his 
parents  being  John  P.  and  Anna  M.  (Ramge) 
Dieter.  His  father  owned  and  operated  a  mill  in 
German}',  following  the  occupation  of  a  mill-wriglit 
during  his  entire  life.  His  death  occurred  in  186  1. 
The  mother  of  our  subject  was  a  daughter  of 
Nicholas  Ramge.  She  bore  her  husband  ten  chil- 
dren, three  of  whom  died  while  quite  young. 
Those  who  grew  to  years  of  maturity  bore  the 
names  of  Anna  J.,  George  W.,  Annie  C,  John  P., 
John  G.,  John  N.,  and  Johannes.     Two  sons  and_ 
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two  daughters  came  to  America;  both  the  daughters 
have  since  died ;  John  N.  is  now  living  at  Cla\' 
Center. 

Mr.  Dieter  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Pres- 
b3-terian  Cliurch.  He  has  good  standing  in  tlie  Ma- 
sonic fraternity,  and  also  belongs  to  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 
and  the  G.  A.  R.  He  is  a  Republican  and  a  tem- 
perance man,  though  he  does  not  favor  Prohibition. 
In  1880  he  received  the  appointment  of  Postmaster 
at  Oak  Hill,  and  has  ever  since  been  the  incumbent 
of  that  office. 

A  lithographic  portrait  of  Mr.  Dieter  is  shown 
on  another  page  of  this  volume. 

i^ILLIAM  F.  PATRIE,  for  several  years  ac- 
tively and  prosperously  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits  in  AVasliington  County, 
owning  and  managing  a  fine  farm  in  Washington 
Township,  now  rents  his  farm  and  is  living  in  the 
town  of  Washington  in  one  of  its  many  pleasant, 
cozy  homes,  in  the  enjoyment  of  an  ample  income, 
free  from  the  cares  and  labors  that  beset  his  eaily 
life.  He  was  born  in  Baden,  Germany,  Juh'  12, 
1819,  and  comes  of  good  French  stock.  His  father, 
John  Palrie,  was  born  in  France,  as  was  bis  grand- 
father, wlio  being  a  Lutheran  in  religion,  found  it 
convenient  to  emigrate  to  Germany  during  the 
Kevolutiou.  He  was  a  merchant  and  he  opened  a 
store  in  Baden,  and  was  engaged  in  the  mercantile 
business  there  until  death.  The  father  of  our  subject 
passed  his  early  life  in  his  native  France,  subse- 
quently accompanying  his  father  to  Baden.  He 
w.as  for  some  years  engaged  in  dealing  in  stock, 
and  later  bought  land  and  carried  oii  farming.  He 
died  in  Baden.  The  maiden  name  of  the  mother 
of  our  subject  was  Margaret  Kindler.  and  she  was 
born  in  Hesse  Darmstadt,  and  died  in  Baden. 
There  were  five  children  born  of  her  marriage,  of 
whom  our  subject  was  the  only  one  who  came  to 
America. 

He  was  bred  on  a  farm  to  the  life  of  a  farmer, 
and  continued  to  live  in  his  native  Baden  until 
1852,  having  married  and  settled  down.  In  that 
year,  ambitious  to  better  his  condition,  .and  to  be 
able  to  give  his  children  good   advantages,  he  emi- 


grated with  his  wife  and  four  children  to  this 
country,  setting  sail  from  Baden  in  March  and 
landing  in  New  York.  April  24.  after  a  tedious 
voyage  of  forty-two  days.  He  proceeded  with  his 
family  to  Albany,  and  after  a  stay  there  of  six 
weeks  went  onto  a  farm  in  Rensselaer  County,  and 
was  employed  by  the  month  there  four  years. 
Having  frugally  saved  his  earnings,  at  the  end  of 
that  time  he  invested  in  182  acres  of  land  in  the 
town  of  Benton,  and  carried  on  farming  success- 
fully on  his  own  account  in  that  place  several 
years.  In  1874  he  sold  his  property  there  and 
coming  to  Kansas,  bought  160  acres  of  land  in 
Farmington  Townshit^,  of  which  eighteen  acres  were 
broken,  and  a  log  house,  16x20  feet  stood  on  the 
place.  The  family  lived  in  that  humble  habitation 
six  years,  and  then  weather-boarded  and  plastered 
it,  and  made  a  frame  addition,  and  later  replaced  it 
by  a  more  substantial  and  commodious  frame 
house.  Mr.  Patrie  planted  fruit  and  shade  trees, 
and  improved  all  the  land  before  he  gave  up  its 
management,  placing  the  soil  under  admirable  cul- 
tivation so  that  it  yields  bountiful  crops.  He  re- 
sided on  his  place  until  September,  1888,  and  then 
having  a  comfortable  competence,  placing  him  far 
beyond  the  need  of  laljor,  he  rented  his  farm  and 
moved  with  his  familj'  to  Washington. 

In  all  these  years  that  he  has  been  gathering  to- 
gether his  property,  Mr.  Patrie  has  been  blessed 
with  a  wife  who  is  in  all  respects  a  thorough  help- 
mate and  a  true  companion,  and  has  co-operated 
witli  him  in  his  work.  They  were  united  in  the 
holy  bonds  of  matrimony  Feb.  23,  1843.  Her 
maiden  name  was  Catherine  Liehtenberger,  and  she 
was  born  in  Baden,  Germanj',  July  4,  1820,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Lud  wig  and  Margaret  (Lights)  Liehtenberger. 
The  following  is  recordf.d  of  the  eight  children 
born  of  tlie  happy  wedded  life  of  our  subject  and 
his  wife:  Charles  William,  a  resident  of  Farming- 
ton,  married  Carrie  Ness  and  has  Rve  children ; 
Martin  lives  in  Idaho;  Jacob  is  deceased;  Eliza- 
beth S.  married  Nicholas  Miller  of  Washington,  and 
they  have  five  children;  Louisa  married  Paulas 
Miller  of  Farmington,  and  they  have  five  children; 
Louis,  wlio  lives  in  Washington  Township,  married 
Ktta  Pitcher,  and  they  have  two  children ;  Win- 
nurre  married  .Samuel  Bonnell,  and   they  have  two 
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children;  Ed  ward,   who  lives  in   Farmington,  mar- 
ried Estella  Co!e,  and  they  have  one  child. 

Mr.  Patrie  is  one  of  our  so-called  self-made  men, 
and  is  an  honor  to  the  class,  he  having  worked  his 
way  up  from  poverty  to  comparative  affluence  by 
the  exercise  of  those  worthy  traits  of  character  that 
mark  him  as  a  man  who  has  always  done  his  duty 
whether  in  the  employ  of  another,  or  in  caring  for 
his  own  interests,  and  he  has  labored  diligently 
wherever  placed.  He  and  his  wife  are  intelligent, 
well-informed  people,  and  tliough  foreign-born 
and  bred,  can  read  and  speak  the  English  language 
with  ease.  They  are  v:daed  members  of  the  Luth- 
eran Church,  true  believers  in  the  faith,  and  in 
politics,  he  is  a  strong  Democrat.  He  is  a  Deacon 
in  the  church. 

(^^  ENECA  R.  RANDALL  owns  and  occupies 
^^^  one  of  the  best  farms  in  this  part  of  the 
"IJi/jl  Mississippi  Valley,  160  acres,  situated  in 
—  what  is  now  Athelstane  Township,  Clay 
County,  having  been  located  under  the  Homestead 
Act  in  1871.  It  is  fertilized  by  the  waters  of 
Chapman's  Creek,  which  stream  flows  through  the 
estate,  and  from  the  first  year  of  its  cultivation  Mr. 
Randall  has  never  had  a  total  failure  of  crops, 
although  other  farmers,  wliose  estates  were  on  higher 
land,  have  sometimes  failed  wholly.  Mr.  Randall  has 
added  160  acres  by  purchase  to  his  homestead,  and 
carries  on  farming  on  an  extensive  scale,  besides 
raising  stock  of  all  kinds,  his  horses,  cattle  and 
hogs  being  well  graded. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Steuben 
County,  N.  Y.,  March  30,  1833,  and  was  reared  on 
a  farm,  receiving  no  education  except  what  was  to 
be  obtained  in  the  common  schools,  hi  18.^3  his 
parents  removed  to  Illinois,  and  he  remained  with 
them  for  six  j^ears  after  their  removal,  he  and 
his  brothers  carrying  on  the  home  farm.  He  had 
taught  a  few  terms  of  school,  but  his  time  liad 
mainly  been  spent  in  the  pursuit  of  agriculture. 
In  1859  he  left  the  parental  fireside,  and  entering 
the  marriage  state  began  life  for  himself. 

The  tidal  wave  of  enthusiastic  patriotism  which 
swept  over  the  North  when  Ft.   Sumter  was  fired 


upon,  was  felt  by  Mr.  Randall,  and  finding  that  the 
first  troops  who  enrolled  were  not  sufficient  to  quell 
the  Rebellion,  he  enlisted  in  August,  1862,  as  a 
member  of  Company  I,  100th  Illinois  Infantry. 
His  regiment  was  attached  to  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland,  and  was  first  under  the  command  of 
Gen.  Buell,  and  later  under  Rosecrans.  Mr.  Ran- 
dall participated  in  many  battles,  some  of  them 
being  the  most  noted  conflicts  of  the  war,  and 
passed  tlirough  them  all,  together  with  the  routine 
work  of  a  soldier's  life,  without  being  wounded  or 
captured.  He  was  mustered  out  of  service  at  Nash- 
ville, Tenn.,  in  July,  1865,  and  was  sent  to  Chicago, 
where  he  received  his  final  pay  and  discharge  pa- 
pers. Before  leaving  Chicago  the  regiment  was 
invited  to  Joliet,  the  county  seat  of  Will  County,  in 
which  the  command  had  been  I'aised.  A  grand  re- 
ception was  given,  in  which  the  patriotic  citizens, 
both  ladies  and  gentlemen,  took  part,  and  the  re- 
turned soldiers  were  feasted  and  toasted  to  their 
entire  satisfaction. 

Upon  his  return  to  his  home  Mr.  Randall  went 
to  work  at  the  carpenter's  trade,  which  he  followed 
until  1871,  with  the  exception  of  about  one  year, 
which  he  spent  in  clerking.  He  came  to  Kansas  in 
1870,  and  locating  at  Wakfjfield,  was  there  engaged 
at  his  trade  for  a  year,  and  then  located  and  began 
to  improve  the  homestead,  where  he  has  since  re. 
sided.  Very  little  improving  was  done  when  he 
began  his  work,  although  most  of  the  land  had  been 
taken  as  claims.  He  was  one  of  the  first  to  begin 
reclaiming  the  wild  prairie,  and  his  was  one  of  the 
first  frame  houses  built  in  this  part  of  Kansas  on 
the  farm  lands.  The  first  year  after  filing  his  claim 
he  got  five  acres  of  breaking  done,  and  at  once  be- 
gan operations  in  tilling  the  soil.  Although  soiie 
years  his  crops  have  been  light,  he  has  always 
raised  some  corn,  if  not  much  else.  He  is  not  on!}' 
industrious  and  enterprising  in  the  cultivation  and 
improvement  of  his  fine  estate,  but  displaj's  excel- 
lent business  tact  in  the  management  of  his  affairs. 

The  loving  and  capable  helpmate  of  Mr.  Randal! 
was  in  her  maidenhood  Miss  Katura  Butler,  a 
daughter  of  Harry  Butler,  a  farmer  in  the  Empire 
State.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Randall  two  children  have 
been  born,  but  both  were  lost  to  them  in  their  earh' 
years.     They  afterward  adopted  a  son,  who  bears 
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the  name  of  Willie  Randall,  and  is  now  grown  to 
man's  estate. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  is  the  fourth 
in  a  family  of  five  children  born  to  his  parents, 
David  and  Orpha  (Robinson)  Randall.  His  father 
was  a  native  of  the  Empire  State,  and  having  re- 
moved to  Illinois  in  1853,  departed  this  life  in  the 
latter  State  in  1875.  He  was  a  natural  mechanic, 
and  during  his  early  life  followed  any  kind  of  me- 
chanical work  which  was  in  demand.  After  mov- 
ing to  Illinois  he  did  but  little  work,  his  sons 
carrying  on  the  farm  which  was  his  home.  Mrs. 
David  Randall  was  a  daughter  of  Seneca  Robinson, 
an  agriculturist  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Randall  has  served  as  Town  Trustee  and 
Treasurer,  having  held  the  latter  office  at  the  time 
of  the  division  of  the  townships.  He  is  now  County 
Commissioner.  He  is  a  stanch  Republican,  and  is 
opposed  to  the  present  prohibition  system,  believ- 
ing that  it  is  not  effectual  and  should  be  changed. 
He  is  considered  one  of  the  shrewdest  business  men 
of  the  county,  while  modest  in  his  own  estimate  of 
ins  abilities  and  in  pushing  himself  forward  in  pub- 
lic life.  His  fellow-citizens  have  a  high  regard 
not  only  for  his  business  qualities,  but  for  his  ex- 
cellent character. 

PROF.  JOHN  S.  HOUGHAM,  A.M..LL.  D. 
I  This  gentleman  is  a  native  of  Indiana,  and 
was  born  near  Connersville,  in  Fayette 
County,  May  28,  1821.  On  his  father's 
side  he  is  of  English  descent.  His  great-grand- 
father, a  clergyman  of  the  Church  of  England, 
came  to  Virginia  about  the  year  1730,  settled  in 
that  colon3%  and  lived  and  died  there.  Jonathan, 
tlie  son  of  this  clergyman,  and  the  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  was  born  in  the  Old  Dominion  about 
the  year  1745.  He  grew  to  manhood,  married, 
settled  on  the  North  Branch  of  the.Potomac,  and 
there  became  the  father  of  a  numerous  familj'  of 
sons  and  daughters.  He  also  served  as  a  soldier  in 
the  Continental  Army  during  the  Revolutionary 
War.  In  1785  he  removed  with  most  of  his  familj' 
to  Kentucky,  floating  down  the  Ohio  River  from 
Wheeling  in  a  keel  Ijoat.  and  landing  at  "the  mouth 


of  Bear  Grass,"  just  above  the  "Falls,"  and  near 
the  site  of  the  city  of  Louisville,  which  at  that  time 
consisted  of  onl}'  a  few  log  cabins.  He  shortly 
afterward  went  into  the  interior  of  the  State,  settled 
on  a  farm,  and  cultivated  it  until  about  the  year 
1800,  when  he  removed  to  Ohio,  settling  in  the 
southwest  part  of  that  Territory.  Here  he  followed 
farming  until  his  death,  which  occurred  about 
1825.  he  being  then  eighty  years  olil. 

Aaron  Hougham,  the  father  of  John  S.,  was  born 
in  Virginia,  in  the  year  1776,  and  when  nine  years 
of  age  was  taken  by  bis  father  to  Kentucky.  Here 
Aaron,  while  a  small  boy,  became  acquainted  with 
the  adventures,  vicissitudes,  privations  and  perils 
of  pioneer  life.  When  only  eighteen  years  of  age 
he  left  his  home  and  enlisted  as  a  soldier  under 
Gen.  Wayne,  the  "Mad  Anthony"  of  Revolutionary 
fame,  who  had  been  sent  against  the  Indians,  and 
who  administered  to  them  a  crushing  defeat  at  the 
battle  of  the  Maumee,  in  which  young  Hougham 
participated. 

After  being  mustered  out  of  the  service  at  Fl. 
Washington,  then  standing  on  ground  now  occupied 
by  the  city  of  Cincinnati,  Aaron  Hougham  went  to 
Columbia,  a  village  four  miles  above  on  the  Ohio 
River,  where  he  \^  as  for  some  time  in  the  employ  of 
John  Smith,  a  Baptist  jjreacher,  who  conducted  a 
farm  and  distillery,  and  who  afterward  became  one 
of  the  first  United  States  Senators  from  Ohio. 
Among  other  things  young  Hougham  made  the 
barrels  in  which  Mr.  Smith  shipped  his  whiskey  to 
New  Orleans  in  flatboats. 

Closing  his  engagement  at  Columbia,  Aaron 
Hougham  bought  some  land  near  Eaton,  in  Preble 
County,  Ohio,  and  set  about  improving  and  culti- 
vating it.  His  farm  was  in  the  thick  woods,  in  a 
sparsely  settled  part  of  the  Territor}-,  and  he  was 
surrounded  by  Indians,  liable  at  any  moment  to 
forsake  the  ways  of  peace  and  take  to  the  war  path. 
It  was  not  long  after  he  was  established  in  his  new 
home  before  his  parents  left  Kentuckj'  and  settled 
near  him. 

In  the  year  1802  this  soldier,  cooper  and 
farmer  married  Miss  Mary  Hutchings,  who  die<I 
in  1814,  leaving  to  her  bereaved  husband  three 
children — Jonathan,  Rhoda  and  Jacob.  Jonathan, 
who   became  a  cooper  and  farmer,  was  twice  mar- 
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rierl.  His  first  wife  was  Rebecca  Dungan,  who 
died  in  1831,  leaving  three  children;  and  his  sec- 
ond \v:is  Catherine  Lee,  by  whom  he  had  four  chil- 
dren. He  died  in  Tippecanoe  County,  Ind.,  in  the 
year  1848.  Rhoda  married  Samuel  Lakin,  a  farmer, 
assisted  in  rearing  a  large  family,  and  died  in  1876, 
in  Jasper  County,  Ind.,  aged  seventy  years.  Jacob, 
also  a  cooper  and  farmer,  married  Miss  Elizabeth 
Sanders,  in  1829,  and  became  the  father  of  six  chil- 
dren. His  wife  died  in  1849,  and  he  in  1874,  he 
being  sixty-six  years  old  at  his  decease.  He  lived 
more  than  forty  years  in  Johnson  County,  Ind.,  and 
died  there. 

Prof.  John  S.  Hougham's  mother  was  of  Holland 
descent.  She  was  the  daughter  of  John  Scherer,  who 
died  in  early  manhood,  leaving  his  widow  and  an 
infant  daughter,  Catherine.  The  widow  remarried, 
her  second  Inisband  being  Mr.  Joel  "White,  by  whom 
she  had  a  numerous  family.  The  daughter,  Cath- 
erine Scherer,  on  coming  to  womanhood  married 
Aaron  Williams.  He  lived  only  a  fewj^ears  after- 
ward. Two  children  were  born  of  this  marriage — 
Susan  and  Joel  D.  Susan  married  Zachariah  Cona- 
way,  and  became  the  mother  of  ten  children.  She 
died  in  Fayette  County,  Ind.,  in  the  summer  of 
1888,  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years.  Joel  D.  is 
a  farmer,  living  near  Franklin,  Ind.  He  married 
Miss  Frances  Walker,  and  five  children  were  born  to 
him  and  his  wife. 

After  the  death  of  iiis  first  wife  Aaron  Hougbam 
lived  a  widower  about  one  year,  his  little  daugh- 
ter Rhoda  being  his  chief  housekeeper.  In  1814 
he  was  united  in  wedlock  with  Mrs.  Catherine 
(Scherer)  Williams,  widow  of  Aaron  Williams, 
the  marriage  ceremony  taking  place  in  Union 
County,  Ind.  Of  this  marriage  five  children  were 
born  in  the  following  order:  Mary  in  1817,  John 
Scherer  in  1821,  Eli  in  1823,  Wilson  Thompson  in 
1825  and  Sarah  in  1827.  Mary  died  in  1866;  she 
was  the  wife  of  William  Runkle,  a  farmer,  who 
still  lives  near  Franklin,  Ind.  Two  children  blessed 
their  married  life,  a  son  who  died  in  early  in- 
fancy;  and  a  daughter,  Catherine,  now  living  near 
her  father,  and  married  to  John  Hendricks.  Eli 
lives  two  miles  east  of  Franklin,  Ind.  He  has  been 
twice  married;  his  first  wife  was  IMiss  Emily  Park- 
hurst,  who  died  leaving  two  children,  a  daughter 


and  son.  The  son  died  in  infancy;  the  daughter, 
Mary  (Hougbam)  Wright,  survives,  and  is  also  the 
mother  of  a  son  and  daughter  just  now  coming 
into  manhood  and  womanhood.  Eli's  second  wife 
was  Miss  Minerva  Johnson,  who  still  survives. 
Wilson  T.  also  resides  near  to  Franklin,  Johnson 
Co.,  Ind.  He  married  Miss  Mar}-  Stevens,  by 
whom  he  has  had  two  sons,  both  of  whom  are  liv- 
ing, and  like  their  father  are  farmers.  Sarah  died 
in  Johnson  County,  Ind.,  when  about  seventeen 
years  old.  As  has  been  already  stated.  Prof.  John 
Scherer  Hougham  was  born  in  Fayette  County, 
Ind.,  to  which  his  parents  had  previouslj'  moved 
from  Preble  Count)',  Ohio.  When  he  was  nine 
years  of  age  the  family  removed  from  Fayette  to 
Johnson  County.  Here,  until  eighteen  years  old, 
he  assisted  his  father  on  the  farm,  and  attended 
during  the  winter  months  a  "subscription  school," 
in  a  log  school-house  with  puncheon  floor  and  seats, 
and  greased  paper  windows.  At  the  age  of  eight- 
een, with  the  rudiments  of  an  education  thus 
acquired,  he  began  his  career  for  himself  as  a  dis- 
trict school  teacher,  and  taught  two  terras,  one  of 
three  and  one  of  four  months,  in  Shelby  County, 
Ind.  In  March,  1840,  being  then  nearly  nineteen 
years  of  age,  and  desirous  of  still  further  advancing 
his  education,  he  went  to  Cravvfordsville  and  there 
entered  the  preparatory  department  of  Wabash 
College.  He  continued  a  student  at  that  institu- 
tion, teaching  during  vacation  to  enable  him  to  pay 
his  board  and  tuition,  until  July  26,  1846,  when  he 
was  graduated,  receiving  the  degree  of  B.  A.  From 
college  he  went  to  Danville,  Ind.,  and  became  prin- 
cipal of  the  Hendricks  County  Seminary,  a  [josition 
he  retained  until  July,  1848.  Nov.  26,  1847,  he 
was  marrie<l  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Knowlton,  in  Shelby 
County,  which  was  the  bride's  home  and  the  place 
of  her  birth.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Joshua  and 
Eliza  (Holmes)  Knowlton,  her  father  being  a  native 
of  New  York,  and  her  mother  of  Connecticut. 

Resigning  his  position  as  principal  of  the  Hen- 
dricks County  Seminary,  in  Jul}',  1848,  Prof. 
Hougham  accepted  that  of  Professor  of  Mathemat- 
ics and  Natural  Philosophy  in  Franklin  College,  at 
Franklin,  Ind.,  which  he  held  until  the  end  of  the 
civil  year  1853.  when  he  was  transferred  to  the 
Chair    of    Agricultural     Chemisty     and    kindred 
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soiences,  which  he  occupied  till  the  spriuo-  of  1863. 
When  he  was  thus  trans f erred  he  .isked  and  oL- 
tained  a  leave  of  absence  for  one  year,  which  he 
spent  in  taking  a  post-graduate  course  in  the  Nat- 
ural Sciences  in  Brown  Universit}',  Providence, 
R.  1. 

In  1863  the  war  made  such  a  demand  upon  the 
patriotism  of  the  country,  to  which  demand  no 
other  State  responded  more  promptly  or  liberally 
tiian  did  Indiana,  that  Franklin  College  suffered  in 
consequence,  contributing  largely  to  the  number 
of  commissioned  ofHcers,  besides  her  full  quota  of 
jirivates.  Indeed,  among  the  very  first  to  respond 
to  the  call  of  the  country  were  the  college  students, 
and  their  number  dwindled  away  until  but  two 
wounded  soldiers  remained,  and. there  being  practi- 
cally no  students  left  to  teach,  Prof.  Hougham  re- 
quested and  was  granted  an  indeflnite  leave  of 
absence.  Leaving  Franklin  College  be  took  active 
charge  and  oversight  of  his  farms  near  Frank- 
lin, in  which  lie  remained  until  April,  1868,  when 
he  was  offered  and  accepted  the  Chair  of  Agricul- 
ture in  the  Kansas  State  Agricultural  College  at 
Manhattan,  Kan.  At  that  time  this  State  was  com- 
paratively poor,  and  the  Agricultural  College  a 
mere  bantling  compared  with  the  present  splendidly 
equipped  institution  and  farm,  and  Prof.  Hougham 
began  his  career  as  a  member  of  its  faculty  under 
disadvantages,  and  amid  obstacles  to  which  the  col- 
lege is  now  happily  a  stranger.  He  brought  to  his 
new  position  tliorougli  scholarship,  wise  judgment, 
good  executive  ability,  and  practical  experience  as 
an  agriculturist,  and  clieerfully  met  and  discharged 
its  duties  until  April.  1872,  when  he  resigned  and 
acceiJted  the  Professorship  of  General  and  Analyt- 
ical Chemistry,  in  Purdue  rniversity  at  LaFayette, 
Ind.,  to  which  place  he  removed  with  his  family, 
except  his  son  Henrj',  who  remained  at  Manhattan 
and  occupied  the  family  residence  there. 

Prof.  Hougham  continued  a  member  of  the  fac- 
ulty of  Purdue  I'niversity  until  .July,  1876,  and 
during  the  next  four  years  he  gave  his  time  and 
attention  principally  to  liis  own  personal  business. 
His  monetary  interests  lay  chiefly  in  farms  and 
wild  lauds  in  Indiana,  Iowa,  Missouri  and  Kansas. 
Looking  aft^r  these  required  no  small  amount  of 
labor  and  care.     In    1881    he   returned  to  and  re- 


sumed his.  residence  near  Manhattan.  His  wife, 
who  was  at  that  time  afflicted  with  a  cancer,  died 
June  13,  1882.  She  was  a  woman  of  education  and 
culture,  a  devout  Christian,  faithful  to  all  her  du- 
ties as  a  wife  and  mother,  beloved  by  her  husband 
and  her  children,  and  most  highly  esteemed  by  all 
who  knew  her. 

Since  resigning  his  [Kisilion  in  Purdue  I'niversity 
Prof.  Hougham  li;is  had  no  regular  connection  with 
any  educational  institution.  A  man.  however,  of 
his  broad  culture,  ripe  scholarship  and  intellectual 
industry  could  not  well  refrain  from  work  in  the 
schools.  In  response  to  demands  for  his  services 
he  has,  in  the  meantime,  in  addition  to  actively  su- 
perintending and  overseeing  his  farms  and  lands, 
delivered  five  courses  of  lectures  on  "Chemistry 
and  Physics,"  in  Bethan3-  College,  Topeka;  four 
courses  on  the  same  at  Cooper  Academy,  Dayton, 
Ohio,  and  two  at  the  Western  Female  Seminary  at 
Oxford,  Ohio. 

In  recognition  of  his  learning  and  scholarship, 
and  of  his  marked  ability  as  an  educator,  and  with- 
out his  seeking  or  solicitation  he  has  had  conferred 
upon  him  the  degrees  of  M.  A.,  by  Wabash  Col- 
lege, Ind.,  his  Alma  Mater,  and  that  of  LL.  D.  by 
Franklin  College,  to  which,  for  fifteen  years,  he 
rendered  valuable  and  highly  appreciated  services. 

December  25,  1887,  Prof.  Hougham  married  his 
second  wife,  Miss  Martha  B.  Curtis,  a  daughter  of 
Jeremiah  O.  and  Mary  (Williamson)  Curtis,  who 
have  for  many  years  resided  at  Dayton,  Ohio.  Mr. 
Curtis  belongs  to  the  New  England  stock  of  that 
name,  and  Mrs.  Curtis  is  a  descendant,  through  her 
mother,  of  the  Pilgrims  who  landed  in  the  Maj'- 
flower.  Martha  (Curtis)  Hougham  is  a  graduate 
from  the  Dayton  High  School  with  the  class  of  1871, 
and  subsequently  from  Dayton  Normal  School, 
and  she  was  for  fourteen  years  a  successful  and 
highly  esteemed  teacher  in  the  Central  High  School 
in  that  city.  Of  this  second  marriage  one  child,  a 
little  girl  less  than  a  year  old,  is  a  result. 

By  his  first  marriage  Prof.  Hougham  became  the 
father  of  five  children — Julia,  Eliza,  Henry,  Ed- 
ward and  Emma.  Eliza  and  Henry  are  now  living, 
the  others  having  died  in  infancy  and  childhood. 
Eliza  married  the  Rev.  William  H.  Hickman,  A.  M., 
D.    D.,    a   minister   of    the    Methodist   Episcopal 
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Church,  for  eleven  years  an  itinerant  in  the  North- 
western Indiana  Conference,  and  during  the  last 
three  years  Presiding  Elder  for  the  Crawfordsville 
District  in  tiiat  conference.  He  has  recently  been 
elected  to  and  accei)ted  the  Presidency  of  a  school 
of  colored  students  at  Atlanta,  Ga.  President 
Hickman  and  wife  have  four  children  living;  one 
son  died  in  infancy.  Henry,  the  surviving  son  of 
Prof.  Houghaiu.  is  a  carpenter  and  builder,  resid- 
ing in  Manhattan.  He  married  Miss  Ella  J.  Whit- 
ney, and  they  have  five  children,  all  living. 

Although  a  constant  student.  Prof.  Hougham 
spends  much  of  his  time  in  the  open  air,  being  not 
only  an  experienced  teacher,  but  a  practical  farmer. 
And  during  most  of  the  twenty  years  he  was  at 
Franklin,  Ind.,  he  was  both  County  and  City  Sur- 
veyor and  Engineer,  and  devoted  his  "vacations' 
and  ''spare  hours"  largely  to  work  on  the  field  with 
compass,  transit  or  level  in  hand.  Indeed,  he  even 
now  retains  a  set  of  surveyor's  and  engineer's  in- 
struments— made  in  his  own  shop — and  as  occasion 
calls  for  it,  he  uses  them.  His  pleasant  residence 
is  surrounded  by  sixty-two  acres  of  rich  and  care- 
fully cultivated  land,  two  miles  nortliwest  of  IMan- 
hattan,  and  less  than  half  a  mile  from  the  State  Ag- 
ricultural College.  On  this  he  has  a  large  orchard 
and  a  fine  vineyard,  both  just  beginning  to  bear 
fruit,  and  he  derives  pleasure  and  profit  from  the 
raising  of  farm  and  orcliard  products.  He  also  has 
larger  farms  elsewhere  which  receive  his  personal 
care  and  supervision  from  year  to  year.  His  resi- 
dence, in  tlie  interior  arrangements,  bears  evidence 
of  woman's  fine  touch  and  taste,  and  the  love  and 
appreciation  of  wliat  is  best  and  most  beautiful  in 
art  and  in  home  adornment  and  decoration. 

Prof.  Hougham  prizes  beyond  all  monetary  value 
his  library,  which  consists  of  many  carefull}'  se- 
lected volumes  of  the  best  thoughts  of  the  masters 
in  ancient,  mediivval  and  modern  times.  These 
afford  him  pleasureable  enjoyment,  congenial  com- 
panionship and  profitable  recreation,  such  as  only 
the   student,  tliinker   and   scliolar  can  really  know. 

In  the  earlier  years  of  liis  life  Prof.  Hougham 
was  a  Henry  Clay  Wliig.  After  the  Whig  party 
passed  away  he  became,  and  has  since  remained,  a 
stanch  Republican.  He  has  never  sought  public 
office,  having  no  taste  for  political  life,  and   has 


contented  himself  with  the  simple  exercise  of  the 
elective  franchise  whenever  his  duty  as  a  citizen 
required  it.  Religiously,  he  is  a  Baptist,  and  has 
been  a  member  of  that  church  for  nearly  fifty  years. 
He  is  a  compact,  firmly  built  man,  of  medium 
height,  and  fine  nervous  temperament.  His  keen 
blue  e^es,  ruddy  cheek,  elastic  step,  and  remarka- 
ble freedom  from  the  infirmities  and  inconveniences 
of  agHi,  still  seem  to  deny  that  he  is  well  advanced 
in  the  sixties. 

It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  Prof.  Hougham  is 
respected  and  esteemed  by  the  people  of  Manhat- 
tan, and  by  those  who  know  him  well  elsewhere,  as 
a  man  whose  life  has  been  an  example  to  his  fellow- 
men  of  honesty,  temperance,  frugality,  industry, 
integrity  and  uprightness;  and  that  they  regard 
him  as  one  who  has  constantly  endeavored  to  make 
the  world  better  for  his  presence  in  it. 


■g-:-I'>S" 


\I^  ICHAKD  MEYER.  One  of  tlie  leading  Ger- 
'm^  mans  of  Riley  County  is  the  subject  of  this 
tii'\\  sketch.  He  is  a  native  of  Emden,  Hanover 
^^  Province,  Germany,  where  he  was  born 
April  28,  1827.  While  yet  an  infant  he  lost  both 
parents,  their  deaths  occurring  only  a  short  time 
apart.  The  little  orphan  was  taken  care  of  by  rel- 
atives and  carefully  reared,  receiving  the  best  edu- 
cation tliat  the  most  superior  schools  of  his  native 
town  could  afford.  From  1848  to  1850  he  was  in 
the  German  military  service  under  the  King  of 
Hanover.  In  1851  lie  emigrated  to  America,  trust- 
ing that  the  land  of  Washington  would  return  him 
richer  fruit  for  his  labor  than  he  could  hope  lo 
win  in  ins  native  land.  He  landed  in  New  York, 
and  for  the  next  four  years  followed  various  pur- 
suits in  that  city.  He  then  went  to  Steplienson 
Countj',  111.,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  for  a 
few  years,  then  went  to  Freeport,  in  the  same 
State,  where  he  secured  employment  as  a  clerk, 
and  he  remained  there  until  1860,  serving  his  em- 
ployer faithfully,  and  at  the  same  time  striving 
diligently  to  learn  all  about  the  business,  in  all  its 
details  and  ramifications,  in  order  to  know  how  to 
successfully  conduct  his  own  affairs  when  he  should 
feel  able  to  undertake  to  do  for  himself.     He  sev- 
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ered  his  business  relations  with  his  employers  in 
1860  and  engaged  in  a  general  mercantile  business 
on  his  own  account  in  the  same  place.  His  career 
as  a  merchant  in  Freeport  was  an  eminently  suc- 
cessful one  and  was  continued  until  1879.  Dur- 
ing the  year  1866,  he,  in  connection  with  three 
others,  organized  the  German  Insurance  Company 
of  Freeport,  111.  He  was  the  first  Secretary  of  the 
Company  and  served  in  that  capacity  for  several 
years.  In  1880  he  moved  to  Riley  County,  Kan., 
and  located  near  Riley  Center,  where  he  remained 
till  1884,  when  he  came  to  Leonardville,  where  lie 
has  since  resided.  He  is  one  of  the  founders  of 
the  town,  and  enjoys  here  as  well  as  elsewhere  the 
respect  of  the  entire  community.  From  1886  to 
1 889  he  was  engaged  in  the  grain  business  and 
managed  the  grain  elevator  at  Leonardville  with 
gratifying  results. 

Mr.  Meyer  is  the  owner  of  800  acres  of  land 
lying  on  sections  11,  14  and  15,  of  Madison  Town- 
ship, Riley  County,  and  is,  perhaps,  one  of  the 
most  extensive  farmers  of  the  county.  He  is  now 
living  a  retired  life  and  is  one  of  the  wealthiest 
men  of  the  countj'.  When  he  came  to  America, 
he  was  a  poor  man  with  no  capital  save  that  which 
nature  and  a  sound,  practical  education  had  en- 
dowed him  with,  but  sagacity  and  prudence  united 
with  persevering  industry  have  combined  to  place 
him  where  he  is  to-day  in  the  financial  world.  In 
addition  to  being  a  good  business  man,  our  sub- 
ject is  also  a  man  of  superior  intelligence  and  wide 
reading,  having  an  acquaintance  not  only  with  the 
masterpieces  of  poetry  and  philosophy  but  also 
with  those  of  history  and  science.  Mr.  Meyer  is  a 
public-spirited  man,  and  any  enterprise  promising 
to  result  in  the  prosperity  of  the  town  will  always 
find  in  him  a  warm  supporter,  and  if  necessary  a 
liberal  contributor.  He  is  a  member  of  tlie 
I.  O.  O.  F.  Lodge  No.  229,  of  Freeport,  111.  Politi- 
cally he  is  with  the  Democratic  party  and  takes  a 
moderately  deep  interest  in  party  affairs. 

In  February,  1853,  Mr.  Meyer  was  married  to 
Miss  Hinderika  De  Grave,  of  New  York  City.  She 
was  born  in  Leer,Germany,in  1827,  andjis  yet  in  the 
enjoyment  of  health  and  a  good  degree  of  strength, 
and  presides  with  stately  grace  over  the  handsome 
home  that  her  husband's  prosperity  has  provided 


for  them.  Their  married  life  has  been  blessed  by  the 
addition  of  five  children  to  their  household,  named 
respectively,  Cornelia,  Alida,  Richard,  Henry  and 
Ida  L.  The  first  two,  Cornelia  and  Alida,  are 
deceased.  The  two  sons  are  married  and  have  fam- 
ilies that  rank  as  leading  citizens  where  they  reside. 
The  daughter  is  at  home  with  her  parents.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Meyer  are  calmly  enjoying  the  evening  of 
life  in  their  fine  residence  in  Leonardville.  Mr. 
Meyer's  sons  are  living  near  Riley  Centre  on  a  part 
of  the  land  belonging  to  our  subject. 


,--«4^^U^^- 
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ylLLIAMS  &  REITZEL,  Editors  of  the 
Barnes  Enterprise,  have  been  connected 
with  that  journal  since  Aug.  1,  1887.  The 
paper  was  established  just  two  years  before  that 
date  by  Kelly  &  Williams,  the  junior  editor  then 
being  senior  now.  It  is  a  six  column  paper.  Re- 
publican in  politics,  and  is  a  clean,  well  printed 
and  well  conducted  sheet,  having  a  good  advertis- 
ing patronage,  and  its  circulation  is  steadily  in- 
creasing, being  much  larger  than  when  it  came 
into  the  hands  of  its  present  owners.  The  office  is 
well-fitted  for  job  printing,  of  which  it  has  its  full 
share,  and  it  is  a  great  convenience  to  the  mer- 
chants and  business  men  of  Barnes  and  vicinity. 

Mark  H.  Williams,  senior  member  of  the  firm, 
is  a  native  of  Center  Countj-,  Pa.,  born  July 
27,  1842,  his  parents  being  John  and  Cather- 
ine (Watson)  Williams,  the  father  born  in  Chester 
County,  Pa.,  in  1810,  and  the  mother  in  Clarion 
County,  Pa.,  about  the  year  1812.  John  Williams 
was  a  millwright  by  occupation,working  at  that  all 
of  his  lifetime.  He  died  at  Lemout,  Center  County, 
in  1877,  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years.  He 
was  a  Democrat  in  his  political  views  and  took  con- 
siderable Interest  in  public  affairs,  but  never  held 
any  office.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Lutheran 
Church  and  a  man  of  excellent  character,  who  was 
esteemed  in  the  communitj-  for  his  many  good 
qualities.  His  wife,  Catherine,  died  at  the  same 
place  in  1846,  but  her  husband  was  true  to  her 
memory  and  never  married  again.  She  was  a  con- 
sistent member  of   the  Presbyterian  Church,  and 
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her  death, which  was  sudden  and  unexpected,  did  not 
find  her  unprepared.  This  worthy  couple  were  the 
parents  of  four  children,  as  follows:  Evan  Thomas, 
died  in  1869,  at  Leniont,  where  he  had  been  a 
blacksmith  and  farmer;  Hannah  .Jane  is  the  wife  of 
S.  P.  Davison,  a  farmer  in  .Jefferson  County.  Pa.; 
Mark  H.  is  next,  and  the  youngest  is  John  Irvin, 
now  a  master  mechanic  at  Lemont. 

M.  H.  Williams,  our  subject,  received  a  common 
school  education  in  liis  native  countj',  and  early  in 
life  went  into  a  woolen  factory,  where  he  worked 
for  three  years,  and  from  1859  to  1861  was  en- 
gaged in  lumbering  in  Jetferson  County,  Pa.  He 
was  one  of  the  first  to  respond  to  the  call  of  his 
country  on  the  fall  of  Sumter,  and  on  April  19, 
1861,  enlisted  in  Company  I,  8th  Pennsylvania  In- 
fantry, serving  for  three  months.  He  served  his 
time,  and  in  January,  1862,  enlisted  in  the  18th 
Regiment  United  States  Infantry,  Regular  Army, 
serving  for  three  years.  During  this  time  he  saw 
service  in  the  Soutliwest,  in  the  Army  of  the  Cum- 
berland, and  took  part  in  the  battles  of  Stone  River, 
under  Rosecrans;  at  Hoover's  Gap,  and  later  in  the 
bloody  battle  at  Chickamauga.  The  next  general 
engagement  in  which  he  participated  was  at  Mission 
Ridge,  in  the  campaign  for  the  relief  of  the  troops 
at  Chattanooga,  Tenn.  In  all  the  fights  in  the  At- 
lanta campaign  he  also  had  a  hand — at  Buzzard's 
Roost.  Dalton,  Resaca,  Ga.,  New  Hope  Church, 
Smyrna  Church,  and  during  the  siege  of  Atlanta, 
and  was  in  the  battle  at  Jonesboro,  in  September, 
1864.  This  was  the  last  general  engagement  in 
which  Mr.  Williams  participated,  but  he  saw  besides 
niucii  service  in  skirmishing  and  marching  in  that 
hotly  contested  country,  the  theater  of  some  of  the 
most   stirring  events  of   our  Civil  War.     He  was 


Sergeant,  on   Jan.  22,  1865,  at  Lookout  Mountain, 
Tenn. 

On  l|is  return  Jlr.  Williams  again  began  lumber- 
ing in  Jefferson  County,  Pa.,  remaining  in  his 
native  State  until  1880,  when  he  removed  to 
Wooster,  Wayne  Co.,  Ohio,  there  engaging  in  farm- 
ing until  March,  1885,  when  lie  determined  to  come 
West.  On  reaching  Barnes,  Washington  County, 
he  engaged  in  the  real-estate,  loan  and  insurance 
business,  which    he   still    carries   on.     In  August, 


1885,  as  already  stated,  he  .and  Mr.  Kelly  began 
the  publication  of  thelEiite7-p)-ise. 

At  Brookville,  Jefferson  Co..  Pa.,  Mr.  Williams 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Sarah  Jane 
Davison,  daughter  of  Isaac  H.  and  Isabella  (Lem- 
raon)  Davison,  who  were  natives  of  tliat  county. 
In  1865  they  moved  to  Wooster,  Ohio,  where  the 
mother  died  in  1880;  the  father  is  still  living  near 
that  city.  Mr.  Williams  is  a  member  of  Unity 
Lodge,  No.  276,  I.  0.  O.  F.,  and  of  Marshall  En- 
campment, No.  50,  and  of  Barnes  Post,  No.  263, 
G.  A.  R.  He  is  likewise  affiliated  with  the  Im- 
proved Order  of  Red  Men,  and  is  a  gentleman  in 
every  way  worthy  of  the  marked  esteem  in  wliich 
he  is  held. 

Milford  O.  Reitzel,  the  junior  member  of  the 
firm.was  born  Jan.  10,  1859.  in  Hendricks  Count}'. 
Ind.,  his  parents  being  W.  M.  and  Malinda  (Osborn) 
Reitzel,  both  now  living  in  Osborn  County,  Kan. 
The  former  is  a  native  of  North  Carolina,  born  in 
1831,  and  was  brought  up  to  farming  in  Hendricks 
County,  Ind.,  to  which  place  his  parents  had  re- 
moved when  he  was  an  infant.  In  that  place  he  lived 
until  1877,  when  he  came  to  Kansas  and  rented  a 
farm  in  Marshall  County,  on  which  he  lived  for 
five  years.  He  then  removed  to  Washington  County 
and  rented  another  place  for  three  years,  subse- 
quently buying  his  present  home  in  Osborn  County. 
He  has  been  twice  married,  both  times  in  Indiana, 
his  first  wife  being  Nancy  McCormack,  a  native  of 
Indiana,  who  died  leaving  two  children — John  W. 
and  Emeline — the  former  of  whom  died  in  Indiana 
at  the  age  of  twent3'-four;  the  latter  is  the  wife  of 
Charles  Cook,  a  farmer  in  Ca.ss  County,  Neb.  The 
second  wife  of  Mr.  Reitzel  was  Malinda  Osborn, who 
was  born  in  Hendricks  County,  Ind.,  in  1836.     Of 


mustered  out  with  an  honorable  discharge  as  First  '*'    this  union  there  have  been  eight  children,  namely: 


Milford  O.,  who  is  the  eldest;  Ardilla  is  the  wife  of 
W.  M.  Benfield,  a  farmer  in  Washington  County; 
Tliomas  is  also  a  resident  of  Washington  County; 
Alva  is  studying  law  in  Stockton,  Rooks  Co., 
Kan. ;  Ida  is  the  wife  of  John  Kappel,  a  farmer  in 
Cass  County,  Neb.;  Albert  and  Belle  are  still  with 
their  parents.     An  infant  died  unnamed. 

W.  M.  Reitzel  and  wife  are  members  of  the 
Lutheran  Church,  and  for  many  years  he  has  liecn 
a  member  of    the    Churcli   Council,   and  he  takes 
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much  interest  in  the  Sunday-school  work,  and  has 
been  Superintendent  for  a  long  time.  He  is  an 
upriglit,  conscientious  man  who  stands  high  in  the 
estimation  of  tlie  people  who  know  him.  He  is  in- 
variably respected  for  his  sterling  character  and 
correct  life;  he  is  Justice  of  the  Peace,  of  A^alley 
Township,  Osborn  Co.,  Kan. 

M.  O.  Reitzel,  our  subject,  was  brought  up  on  tlie 
home  farm  in  Hendricks  County,  Ind.,  and  received 
his  early  education  in  its  district  schools.  He  was 
eighteen  years  old  when  the  family  came  to  Kansas. 
He  worked  for  his  father  until  he  was  of  age,  then 
engaged  in  farming,  which  he  carried  on  for  six 
years  in  Marshall  and  Washington  counties.  When 
twenty-seven  years  old  he  began  to  learn  the  trade 
of  a  printer,  and  in  August,  1887,  bought  an  in- 
terest in  the  concern  with  whicli  he  is  now  identi- 
fied. 

Mr.  Reitzel  was  married  July  4,  1885,  in  Wash- 
iiiton  County,  to  Miss  May  Peterson,  who  was  born 
May  10,  1866,  in  AVisconsin,  and  came  to  Kansas 
at  the  age  of  three  years  with  her  parents,  Ciiristo- 
pher  and  Cene  Peterson,  residents  of  Greenleaf 
Township,  Washington  Count}\  Mr.  Reitzel  is  a 
member  of  Vermilya  Camp,  No.  96.5,  Modern 
Woodmen  of  America.  He  is  also  a  member  of 
the  Good  Templars,  and  is  in  every  way  a  good 
citizen,  who  is  highly  respected  by  the  people 
among  whom  he  has  made  his  home. 


(F_^  ENRY  L.  TOLLES  has  been  identified  with 
l[)jl  the  interests  of  Clay  County  for  nearl}^ 
(l\^  twenty  jears,  and  has  marked  its  develop- 
((^  juent  from  a  thinly  settled  and  almost  un- 
cultivated region  to  its  present  state  of  productive- 
ness and  civilization.  He  is  a  native  of  Barr}' 
County,  Mich.,  his  natal  day  being  Aug.  16,  1837. 
His  parents,  Is.aac  and  Clarissa  (Pennock)  Tolles, 
were  n.atives  of  A'ermont  and  New  York  respec- 
tively, and  the  paternal  ancestry-,  was  in  all  proba- 
bilitj'  Danish.  lie  was  the  eldest  son  in  the  pa- 
rental family,  and  was  reared  on  a  farm,  receiving 
all  the  educational  advantages  which  could  be  ob- 
tained in  the  schools  of  his  native  county  at  that 
period.     The  inhabitants  of   the  farming   districts 


had  not  the  school  privileges  now  obtainable  and  our 
subject  is  to  a  great  extent  self-educated,  having 
supplemented  the  excellent  fundamental  training  he 
received  by  his  observation  and  reading. 

Leaving  a  bride  ot  a  few  months,  Mr.  Tolles  en- 
listed in  the  Union  Army  on  Sept.  21 ,  1861,  becom- 
ing a  member  of  Company  C.  66th  Illinois  In- 
fantry, which  was  part  of  the  army  of  Tennessee.  He 
participated  in  the  battles  of  Ft.  Donelson.  Shiloh, 
both  engagements  at  Corinth,  luka.  and  all  the  con- 
tests of  the  Atlanta  campaign,  marching  to  the 
sea  under  Sherman's  command.  Bearing  his  part 
as  a  brave  soldier  should,  in  the  numerous  smaller 
eng.agements  and  skirmishes,  in  weary  marches, 
and  the  monotonous  duties  of  camp  life,  he  con- 
tinued in  the  service  of  his  country  until  Jul^y, 
1865,  at  which  time  he  was  honorably  discharged. 
He  had  been  present  at  the  surrender  of  Johnston's 
arm}'  and  also  participated  in  the  grand  review  at 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Returning  to  the  duties  of  civil  life,  Mr.  Tolles 
spent  a  short  time  in  his  native  State,  and  the  j-car 
after  receiving  his  discharge  from  the  .armj'  moved 
to  Macon  County,  Mo.  About  three  years  later 
he  returned  to  Michigan,  where  he  continued  to  re- 
side until  1872,  in  the  spring  of "  which  year  he 
came  to  this  county  and  homesteaded  160  acres  of 
land  lying  on  sections  25  and  26  Blaine  Township. 
He  immediatelj'  settled  thereon  and  began  improv- 
ing and  cultivating  the  estate,  developing  it  from 
a  primitive  condition  into  one  of  high  cultivation 
and  productiveness.  In  1884,  he  removed  to  Clay 
Center,  where  he  continued  to  reside  until  the 
spring  of  1889,  when  he  again  removed  to  a  farm, 
that  which  he  now  occupies  and  located  on  sec- 
tion 7,  comprising  103  acres,  fertile  and  well  culti- 
vated. 

At  the  home  of  the  bride  in  Barry  County,  Mich., 
on  Feb.  24,  1861,  Mr.  Tolles  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Emeline  Piper,  a  native  Qf  the 
county  in  which  their  wedding  was  celebrated. 
Their  union  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  three  chil- 
dren, William  H.,  now  living  at  Alma,  Kan.;  Frank 
H.,  who  resides  in  this  township,  and  Leona,  who  is 
still  at  home. 

Mr.  Tolles  is  a  Republican.  He  has  served  for 
four  years  as  Trustee  of  Blaine   Township,  filling 
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the  office  with  credit  to  himself  and  his  constitu- 
ents. For  two  years  he  acted  as  Constable  in  Clay 
Center.  He  is  classed  among  the  leading  citizens 
of  Blaine  Township,  where  he  and  his  family  have 
a  large  circle  of  friends,  being  also  well-known 
throughout  the  county.  His  integrity  in  matters  of 
business  is  unquestioned,  and  his  straightforward 
and  honest  manner  in  dealing  with  his  fellow-men 
is  well-known.  Among  the  pioneers  of  the  county, 
none  are  more  wortii}'  of  representation  in  this 
volume  than  is  the  honored  subject  of    this  sketch. 


^i^JEORGE  W.  KENNEDY.  Among  the  prom- 
1/  inent    men     of    Blaine     Township,     Clay 

'^^Ji  County,  may  be  properly  mentioned  Mr. 
Kennedy  who  owns  and  operates  a  well-tilled  farm 
on  section  32.  He  is  one  of  the  homesteaders  who 
came  to  this  section  at  air  early  date  and  who  by 
his  plodding  industry  has  not  only  accumulated  a 
competence,  but  has  established  himself  in  the  es- 
teem and  confidence  of  those  around  him.  He  is 
in  the  prime  of  life,  having  been  born  Dec.  19, 
1846,  and  is  an  Ohio  man,  his  early  tramping 
ground  having  been  in  Ashland  Count}',  that  State. 
«  The  parents  of  our  subject  were  George  W.  and 
Catherine  (Glessner)  Kennedy,  tlie  former  a  native 
of  Pennsylvania  and  the  latter  of  Germany.  His 
paternal  grandparents  were  natives  of  Ireland, 
whence  they  emigrated  at  an  early  day,  settling  in 
tlie  Keystone  State.  Tiiere  George  W.  was  reared 
to  manhood  and  married,  removing  thence  to  Ash- 
land County,  Ohio.  In  that  countj'  the  mother  died 
when  her  son  George  W.  was  a  little  lad  of  six 
years.  The  father  was  married  a  second  time  and 
subsequently  removed  to  Williams  County,  Ohio, 
settling  among  its  earliest  pioneers.  He  improved 
a  farm  from  the  wilderness  and  died  in  1879. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  third  child  of 
his  mother  and  remained  with  his  father  after  her 
deatli  until  approaching  man's  estate.  He  assisted 
in  clearing  the  farm  from  the  timber  and  until  a 
lad  of  fourteen  years  attended  the  primitive  schools. 
As  may  be  supposed  his  advantages  were  quite  lim- 
ited but  he  made  the  most  of    his  opportunities  for 


reading  and  observation  and  is  a  man  with  whom 
an  hour  may  always  be  spent  in  a  pleasant  and 
profitable  manner.  The  family  was  more  than  ordi- 
narily intelligent.  One  brother  Arthur,  is  a  teacher 
in  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  and  two  other  brothers,  Francis 
and  Grattou,  are  in  the  drug  business,  the  first- 
mentioned  in  Byron,  Ohio,  and  the  latter  in  Chi- 
cago, 111. 

After  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War  Mr.  Ken- 
nedy, Dec.  19,  1862,  enlisted  as  a  Union  soldier  in 
Company  H,  38th  Ohio  Infantry,  which  was  as- 
signed to  the  Third  Division,  14th  Corps,  Arnij- 
of  the  Potomac  under  the  command  of  Gen. 
Thomas.  Later  he  was  transferred  to  another  corps 
and  participated  in  the  battles  of  Chickamauga, 
Mission  Ridge  and  Jonesboro.  At  the  latter  place 
his  regiment  was  nearly  cut  to  pieces  and  his 
brother  John  fell  fatallj'  wounded  by  two  rifle  balls. 
George  W.  received  a  slight  flesh  wound  in  the 
right  knee.  Subsequently  he  participated  in  several 
skirmishes.  Afterward  he  was  employed  as.  a  Gov- 
ernment muleteer  in  hauling  provisions,  and  in  this 
capacity  went  with  Sherman's  army  on  the  march 
to  the  sea.  He  participated  in  the  siege  of  Atlanta 
and  still  remaining  with  Sherman's  army  went  up 
through  the  Carolinas  to  Washington  and  was  pres- 
ent at  the  Grand  Review.  After  a  service  of  about 
two  years  and  eight  months  he  received  his  honora- 
ble discharge.  He  was  the  youngest  soldier  who 
carried  a  gun  in  his  regiment. 

After  leaving  the  array  young  Kennedy  returned 
to  his  old  haunts  in  Williams  County,  Ohio,  and 
remained  there  several  years.  Finally,  in  1872,  he 
decided  to  cross  the  Mississippi,  and  coming  to 
Kansas  homesteaded  160  acies  of  laud  'in  Sher- 
man Township,  Washington  County.  This  land 
lay  along  Peach  Creek.  He  took  it  in  its  primitive 
condition  and  constructed  therefrom  a  good  farm 
and  resided  upon  it  until  1884.  That  year  he  de- 
cided upon  a  change  of  location  and  took  up  his 
residence  upon  his  present  farm.  This  comprises 
280  acres  of  finely-improved  land  which  j-ields  to 
tlie  proprietor  a  handsome  income. 

In  November,  1883,  occurred  the  marriage  of 
George  W.  Kennedy  and  Miss  Melinda  Wilson. 
This  lady  was  born  in  Lexington,  Ky.,  and  came  to 
Kansas  with  her  parents  in    1868.     Of   her   union 
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with  our  subject  there  are  two  c'lildren — Cora  B.. 
born  June  25,  1884,  and  Arthur  T.,  Aug.  22,  1886. 
AVIien  coming  West  and  honiesteading  his  land  Mr. 
Kennedy  had  not  enough  money  to  bu_v  a  saclv  of 
flour.  For  about  thirteen  years  he  kept  bachelor 
hall  in  Washington  County  and  endured  the  hard- 
ships and  privations  common  to  lite  on  the  frontier. 
He  has  seen  the  country  develop  from  its  wild  state 
into  one  of  the  most  prosperous  commonwealths 
west  of  the  Mississippi  and  takes  an  honest  jjride  in 
the  reflection  that  he  has  performed  his  part  in 
the  great  transformation.  Mr.  Kennedy  is  a  sound 
Republican,  politically,  but  lias  little  ambition  for 
office.  He,  liowever,  has  served  as  Clerk  of  his 
school  district  and  for  two  years  was  Constable. 


1^  ROF.    JEREMIAH    E.  PLATT,  who    was 

i|Jj)  born  in  Plymouth,  Conn.,  May  28,  1833, 
Mr^     is    the    fifth    of   seven    children   born    to 

in  Jireh  and  Sarah  (Dutton)  Piatt,  both  of 
Connecticut  ancestry  and  remote  English  descent. 
His  father  was  a  cabinet-maker  and  house-joiner, 
who  purchased  120  acres  of  land  near  Mendon, 
Adams  Co,  111.,  when  our  subject  was  an  in- 
fant, and  removing  with  his  family  to  that  place 
remained  there  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
1861.  Mr.  Jireh  Pl.att  was  an  ardent  Anii-slavery 
n]:in,  and  a  conductor  in  the  "underground"  rail- 
way in  Illinois,  actively  engaged  in  assisting  run- 
away slaves  on  their  road  to  Canada.  His  son, 
Jeremiah,  early  imbibed  a  hatred  of  slavery,  and 
one  of  his  objects  in  coming  to  Kansas  was  to  as- 
sist in  making  of  it  a  free  State  even  to  the  extent 
of  fighting  if  necessary. 

The  first  born  of  the  parental  family — Henry  D., 
is  a  Congregational  minister,  located  in  Franklin, 
Neb.;  he  married  Miss  Sarah  Stratton,  and  their 
living  famil3'  consists  of  two  children.  Enoch  is  a 
farmer  in  Wabaunsee  County,  Kan.;  he  married 
Sarah  Chapman  and  they  iiave  one  child.  Julia  S. 
died  unmarried  at  her  home  in  Mendon,  111.,  being 
twent3'-nine  years  of  age.  Marj-  died  in  Griggs- 
ville.  111.,  at  the  age  of  twent\'-five  years;  she  also 
being  unmarried.     Luther  H.  married  Miss  Nettie 


Ferry,  and  is  the  father  of  two  boys;  he  is  engaged 
in  the  ministry  in  the  Congregational  Church  at 
Dover,  Kan.  Martha  is  the  wife  of  Amos  Cottrell. 
a  farmer  at  Wabaunsee,  and  their  family  comprises 
nine  children.  The  mother  of  our  subject  died  in 
1875. 

He  of  whom  we  write  worked  on  his  f.ather's 
farm  in  Illinois  during  the  summers,  attending 
school  in  the  winter  months,  until  the  age  of 
eighteen,  when  he  became  a  student  in  the  academy 
at  Waverly,  111.,  teaching  school  during  the  vaca- 
tion for  the  two  years'  of  his  membership  in  that 
institution.  He  then  took  a  scientific  course  of 
two  j'ears  at  the  Illinois  College,  leaving  the  class 
on  Sept.  5,  1856,  to  become  a  citizen  of  Kansas, 
and  join  the  Anti-slavery  ranks  therein. 

Mr.  Piatt  pre-empted  a  claim  of  160  acres,  two 
miles  south  of  Wabaunsee,  Wabaunsee  County,  and 
for  three  years  was  engaged  in  farm  labors  during  the 
summer,  spending  the  winters  in  Illinois  in  the 
work  of  a  pedagogue.  In  1862-63  he  taught  in 
the  village  of  Wabaunsee,  and  then  in  the  lat- 
ter year  he  became  the  principal  of  the  first 
graded  school  in  Topeka.  A  year  later  he  was 
elected  to  tlie  faculty  of  the  State  Agricultural  Col- 
lege, at  Manhattan,  having  charge  of  the  prepara- 
tory department  and  instruction  in  vocal  music.  In 
1870,  he  was  transferred  to  the  chair  of  mathemat- 
ics, which  he  filled  until  1883,  teaching  also  the 
elementary  English  branches. 

Since  the  date  last  mentioned.  Prof.  Piatt  has 
been  State  Sunday  School  Superintendent  for  the 
Congregational  Church,  and  the  Publication  Society 
of  Boston,  Mass.,  and  is  constantly  engaged  in  or- 
ganizing Sunday-schools  and  in  active  work 
in  their  interests,  including  the  holding  of  the 
State,  District,  Countj-  and  Town  Institutes,  and 
in  conducting  praise  meetings  and  song  services. 
He  has  organized  over  150  new  Sunday  Schools 
in  this  State,  and  uses  his  fine  vocal  talents  in  push- 
ing forward  the  work,  it  being  an  especial  featuie  in 
the  song  and  praise  meetings. 

Prof.  Piatt  was  married  in  Mendon,  111.,  April  3, 
1860,  to  Miss  Jennie  Smith,  a  lady  whose  refine- 
ment, intelligence  and  cultured  manners,  make  her  a 
fitting  companion  for  a  m.in  of  his  character  and  at- 
tainments.      She  is    the    daughter  of  Samuel  and 
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Mary  A.  (Trego)  Smith,  and  is  a  native  of  Mary- 
land, her  mother  having  been  born  in  the  same 
State,  and  her  father  in  Connecticut;  she  was 
brought  up  in  tlie  latter  State,  completing  her  ed- 
ucation in  Beanford  Academy.  Four  children 
have  been  born  to  Professor  and  Mrs.  Piatt :  George 
L.,  the  first  born,  was  graduated  from  the  State 
Agricultural  College  at  Manhattan,  and  then  en- 
tered the  college  at  Oberlin,  Ohio,  dying  Dec.  20, 
1878,  aged  about  eighteen  years,  the  sad  event  tak. 
ing  place  but  a  short  time  after  his  admission  to  the 
famous  Ohio  school.  Henry  A.  was  also  graduated 
at  the  State  Agricultural  College  at  Manhattan,  and 
took  a  four  year's  classical  course  at  Oberlin.  He 
is  now  County  Clerk  of  Wichita  County,  this  State, 
and  the  owner  of  a  fine  cattle  ranch.  He  married 
Miss  Mary  S.  Smith,  of  Kentucky,  and  their  resi- 
dence is  in  Leoti,  Wichita  County.  Emery  M.  is  a 
is  a  student  in  Topeka,  and  is  learning  stenography 
with  a  view  to  becoming  an  expert  in  that  system 
of  writing.  He  is  one  of  the  best  tenor  singers  in 
the  State,  and  took  a  three  years'  course  in  the  Con- 
servatory at  Oberlin,  Ohio.  Edward  L.,  who  is 
now  at  home,  has  for  the  past  three  years  been  a 
student  in  Washburn  College,  Topeka. 

Prof.  Piatt  owns  a  handsome  brick  residence 
about  two  miles  from  the  business  portion  of  Man- 
hattan, and  a  half  mile  northeast  of  the  Agricul- 
tural College  Farm.  It  is  tastefully  furnished, 
evincing  the  hand  of  a  refined  and  cultured 
woman  in  its  arrangement  and  adornment,  and  a 
highly-prized  feature  therein  is  a  fine  library ,where 
the  family  and  their  friends  find  congenial  compan- 
ionship, and  pleasant  recreation  and  enjoy  the  best 
thought  of  those  whose  works  are  worthy  of  pe- 
rusal. In  1857.  Prof.  Piatt  was  chosen  as  the  first 
County  Superintendent  of  Schools,  of  AVabaunsee 
County,  and  filled  a  similar  office  in  Riley  Count}' 
in  1865-66.  His  sunshiny  nature  and  hearty  man- 
ner, combined  with  his  personal  knowledge  of  the 
work  of  teaching,  well  fitted  him  for  a  posi- 
tion of  that  nature,  where  hearty  encouragement  of 
the  efforts  made  by  both  teacher  and  pupils,  and 
an  accurate  judgment  as  to  the  needs  of  the  schools 
are  necessary  to  successful  work.  Prof.  Piatt  in 
his  own  work  as  pedagogue  proved  highly  success- 
ful in  imparting  instruction  and  the    needful  stim- 


ulus to  those  under  his  charge,  and  manifests  an 
equal  enthusiasm  in  the  Sunday  School  work  in 
which  he  is  now  engaged.  His  wife,  like  himself, 
is  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church.  He 
belongs  to  the  Patrons  of  Husbandr}',  is  a  Republi- 
can in  politics,  and  in  1860  was  a  member  of  the 
convention  which  nominated  Congressional  dele- 
gates. 


(ILLIAM  D.  VINCENT,  one  of  the  pio- 
neer settlers  of  Clay  County,  came  to  the 
\^^  newly -admitted  State  of  Kansas  in  1862, 
and  to  the  above-mentioned  county  in  1878.  He 
has  thus  witnessed  in  part  the  remarkable  changes 
which  have  transformed  a  section  of  country,  once 
harrassed  by  political  troubles  and  other  calamities, 
into  a  free  and  prosperous  commonwealth.  Like 
one  of  the  blocks  of  masonry,  which  form  the 
solid  wall,  he  has  been  a  useful  man  in  his  sphere 
and  is  looked  upon  with  that  tacit  respect  invol- 
untarily accorded  to  those  of  his  experience  and 
attainments. 

Mr.  Vincent  was  born  in  Weakley  County,  Tenn., 
Oct.  11,  1852,  and  is  a  son  of  William  J.  Vincent, 
a  native  of  North  Carolina,  and  who  married  Miss 
Elizabeth  Freeman.  In  1858  they  started  for  the 
Territory  of  Kansas,  but  stopped  for  a  time  at 
Marshfield,  Mo.,  Mr.  Vincent,  in  the  meantime, 
working  at  his  trade  of  a  carpenter.  Upon  the  daj' 
Gen.  Lyon  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Wilson 
Creek,  they,  hearing  the  guns  and  learning  that  the 
Union  troops  were  being  defeated,  fled  the  coun- 
try, going  to  Illinois,  not  being  able  to  reach  Kan- 
sas direct,  as  they  desired,  on  account  of  the  rebel 
element  being  in  possession  of  the  land. 

The  following  spring,  however,  the  parents  of 
our  subject  set  out  overland  for  Kansas  and  halted 
in  what  is  now  Rilej'  Countj'.  Shortly  afterward, 
Mr.  Vincent  went  to  Topeka,  where  he  remained 
until  after  Quantrell's  raid  on  the  city  of  Lawrence 
and  then  thought  best  to  move  again,  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  capital  city  not  even  daring  to  burn  a 
light  at  night,  for  several  weeks  subsequent  to  the 
raid.  Finally  returning  to  Riley  County  he  lived 
on  a  farm  until  the  winter  of  1864,  then  removed 
to  Manhattan   and  there   William  D.    acquired  his 
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early  erlueiitiou  and  lived,  with  the  exception  of 
one  year  spent  in  Texas,  until  liis  removal  to 
Clay  Center. 

William  J.  Vincent  departed  this  life  in  Man- 
hattan, Kan.,  in  1875,  at  the  age  of  tifty-nine  years. 
Tlie  n-other  is  still  living  in  Clay  Center.  Seven 
of  their  eight  children  lived  to  mature  years,  and 
all  but  two  are  residents  of  Clay  Center.  Martha  is 
tlie  wife  of  E.  M.  Pinkerton,  of  Lincoln,  this  State; 
and  Frances,  (Mrs.  Stepp)  is  a  resident  of  Ft. 
Smith,  Ark.  The  others  are  John  M.,  Emerson 
E..  AVallacell.  and  Ella  (Mrs.  McCormiok).  Will- 
iam I),  completed  his  education  at  the  State  Agri- 
cultural College  at  Manhattan,  in  1872.  Later,  he 
learned  harness-making,  and  in  connection  with 
the  hardware  business,  followed  this  trade  until 
coming  to  Clay  Center,  in  1878.  That  year,  with 
his  brother,  John  M.,  he  opened  a  large  double 
store  with  a  stock  of  hardware,  harness  and  sad- 
dlery. Later.  Emerson  E.  purchased  an  interest  in 
the  firm  of  Vincent  Bros.,  and  they  are  now  con- 
ducting the  largest  establishment  of  the  kind  in 
Cl.iy  Center,  and  transacting  a  fine  business. 

Mr.  Vincent  was  married  March  7,  1872,  to  Miss 
Etta  L.  Hosmer,  of  Ashland.  Kan.  This  lady  was 
born  in  Lawrence,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  1,  1855,  and  lived 
there  till  1862,  when  with  her  father,Albert  Hosmer, 
and  his  family,  she  moved  to  Iowa,  and  lived  in 
thai  Stale  until  18G4,  when  the  family  came  to 
Riley  County,  Kansas,  where  they  lived  until  her 
marriage.  Of  this  union  there  have  been  born 
seven  children,  four  of  whom  are  living,  namely: 
Lillian  M.,  Victor  V.,  Bessie  and  Paul.  When  Mr. 
Mneent  came  to  the  site  of  Clay  Center,  in  1878, 
there  was  one  brick  and  one  stone  building.  Vin- 
cent Bros,  established  themselves  in  a  frame  store 
building,  whence  they  removed  to  their  present 
commodious  quarters  in  1882.  Mr.  Vincent  is  a 
man  prominent  in  his  community  and  is  recognized 
as  one  of  its  most  enterprising  and  valuable  men. 
He  represented  his  wardiu  the  city  council  for  one 
term,  but  declined  to  accept  the  position  for  the 
second  term.  He  belongs  to  the  K.  of  P.  and  M. 
W.  A.  In  polities  he  is  an  old  Greenbaeker,  hav- 
ing cast  his  first  vote  for  Peter  Cooper,  for  Presi- 
dent in  187G.  He  was  a  delegate  in  the  Cincinnati 
convention     which    organized    the     Union   Labor 


j  party  Feb.  22,  1887,  since  which  time  he  has  been 
a  member  of  the  National  committee,  of  said  party, 
for  the  State  of  Kansas.  In  1882  he  was  tendered 
the  nomination  for  Congress  by  the  Greenback 
Congressional  convention  of  the  old  first  district, 
but  declined  to  make  the  race.  He  was  afterward 
induced  to  accept  the  nomination  for  the  Legisla- 
ture and  made  a  joint  canvas  of  Clay  County  with 
the  late  Hon.  Wirt.  W.  Walton ;  although  his  party 
strength  was  onlj-  about  200  in  the  county,  he  re- 
ceived 1,055  votes,  falling  only  about  300  votes 
behind  his  opponent.  Mr.  Walton  was  a  very 
popular  man  of  Slate  reputation,  and  the  campaign 
was  the  most  exciting  one  that  had  ever  taken 
place  in  Clay  County,  attracting  the  attention  of 
the  press  and  politicians  all  over  the  State.  Not- 
withstanding this  bitter  political  fight  the  two  gen- 
tlemen were  warm  personal  friends  and  remained  so 
up  to  the  time  of  Mr.  Walton's  death.  Mr.  Vincent 
is  a  firm  believer  in  the  "singh;  tax"  doctrine 
as  promulgated  by  Henry  George.  He  fully  rea- 
lizes that  his  political  opinions  are  unpopular, 
but  he  is  not  the  man  to  be  driven  from  his  posi- 
tion because  the  crowd  is  against  him. 

The  Vincents  are  all  lovers  of  good  iiorses.  of 
which  lhe,y  own  about  seventy  head.  They  are 
gaining  quite  a  reputation  as  breeders  of  trotters, 
and  are  gradually  getting  hold  of  some  of  the  best 
standard-bred  horses  in  the  country. 

ILLIAM  CAIRN.S,  a  prominent  j'oung 
druggist  of  Greenleaf,  Washington  County, 
is  a  son  of  one  of  its  oldest  citizens,  who 
is  now  deceased,  and  is  a  most  worthy  representa- 
tive of  a  fine  old  family.  A  native  of  Ontario, 
Canada,  he  was  born  June  4,  1857,  .and  is  conse- 
quently 3'oung  in  j'ears,  although  he  has  long  been 
recognized  as  one  of  the  most  solid  citizens  of  liiis 
part  of  the  county,  having  a  large  amount  of 
go-ahead  energy,  which  is  bound  to  win. 

The  Cairns  family  is  of  substantial  .Scotch  an- 
cestry and  in  the  Land  of  the  Thistle,  Robert 
Cairns,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  1819. 
He  lived  there  until  reaching  man's  estate,  and 
when  about  twenty-one  years  old  crossed   the  At- 
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lantic  and  settled  in  the  eastern  portion  of  Canada, 
where  he  sojourned  until  about  1856  or  1857.  He 
then  moved  to  Bruce  County,  Canada,  and  lived 
there  till  1871.  In  that  year  he  came  to  Kansas 
and  located  in  Jackson  County  and  resided  there 
till  the  fall  of  1876.  In  that  year  he  came  to 
Greenleaf, Washington  County.  He  had  carried  on 
farming  in  the  Dominion,  but  in  Greenleaf  opened 
up  a  drug-store,  which  he  conducted  four  years 
and  then  retired  from  active  business. 

To  Robert  Cairns  the  town  of  Greenleaf  was 
largely  indebted  for  its  early  development,  as  he 
invested  considerable  money  and  spent  much  time 
in  promoting  its  best  interests.  He  remained  free 
from  del)t  and  accumulated  a  good  propert}'.  He 
was  for  many  years  a  member  in  good  standing  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  was  a  man  of  more 
than  ordinary  intelligence,  keeping  himself  well  in- 
formed on  all  the  leading  topics  of  the  day.  In 
Canada  he  held  many  offices  of  trust  and  responsi- 
bility. After  coming  to  Kansas  he  identified  him 
self  with  the  Republican  party,  but  had  ver_y  little 
to  do  with  political  affairs.  To  him  and  his  esti- 
mable wife  there  were  born  six  children,  the  eldest 
of  whom,  a  son,  Thomas,  is  engaged  in  the  lumber 
business  in  Grand  Haven,  Mich.  John  is  a  promi- 
nent farmer  and  stockman  of  Vancouver's  Island  ; 
Julia  is  the  wife  of  George  Kerr  and  resides  in 
Ontario,  Canada;  Robert  is  farming  in  Washington 
Countj',  this  State;  William,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  is  next  to  the  youngest;  Mary  is  the  wife 
of  Hezekiah  Merriett,  and  lives  in  Atchison  County, 
this  State. 

Mr.  Cairns  spent  his  childhood  and  youth  in  the 
town  of  Tara,  Bruce  Co.,  Ontario,  and  there  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  common  schools, 
although  he  subsequently  attended  the  graded 
schools  at  Grand  Haven,  Mich.,  and  Atchison,  this 
State.  He  spent  a  part  of  the  year  1874  in  Grand 
Rapids,  then  returned  to  Canada,  where  he  so- 
journed a  few  months.  Then,  in  1876,  he  came 
back  to  Kansas,  and  for  a  short  period  was  a  resi- 
dent of  Atchison.  L.iter  he  spent  a  year  in  Green- 
leaf, then  returned  to  Atchison,  but  in  1877  located 
permanently  in  Greenleaf,  where  he  has  since 
been  established  in  the  drug  business.  He  has  read  j 
medicine  considerably,  and  purposes  to  follow  this 


until  fully  acquainted  with  the  details  of  the  pro- 
fession. He  is  a  stanch  Republican,  politicall}-,  and 
socially,  belongs  to  the  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  He  is  like- 
wise identified  with  Lodge  No.  29.  F.  &  A.  M.,  at 
Washington,  this  State. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  with  Miss  Rosa 
Robinson,  of  Atchison,  Kan.,  was  celebrated  at  the 
bride's  home  in  that  place  Nov.  7,  1880.  Mrs. 
Cairns  was  born  in  Livingston  County,  111., Aug.  22, 
1860,  and  is  the  daughter  of  John  M.  and  Minerva 
S.  (Weider)  Robinson,  who  are  now  deceased.  The 
snug  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cairns  has  been  bright- 
ened by  the  birth  of  two  children — Floyd  and  Cora. 
Since  the  above  was  written  our  subject  has  sold 
his  drug-store,  and  contemplates  completing  his 
medical  education. 


^^EORG?:  A.  AT 
(((<==  and  Weekly  Re^ 
^^Jij    been  a  resident 


TWOOD,  editor  of  tlie  Daih/ 
Republican,  of  Manhattan,  has 
!nt  of  the  State  since  1872.  He 
was  born  in  Windsor  County,  Vt.,  in  1840.  He 
comes  on  both  sides  of  the  house  of  old  native 
American  stock,  his  paternal  ancestors  having  been 
for  generations  residents  of  Massachusetts,  whence 
his  grandfather,  Ebenezer  Atwood,  emigrated  to 
the  Green  Mountain  State.  His  great-grandfather 
was  an  ofl[icer  in  the  Continental  Army  during  the 
Revolution.  The  grandmother  of  our  subject  was 
Elizabeth  Hammond,  of  a  noted  family  in  Massa- 
chusetts, and  who  in  the  earlier  days  was  closely 
related  to  William  Penii. 

One  of  the  Hammond  family  finally  went  South, 
and  from  him  was  descended  the  well-known  Sen- 
ator Hammond  of  Georgia.  This  family  was  by 
intermarriage  connected  with  many  of  our  historic 
names,  Samuel  Adams,  of  Revolutionary  fame, 
being  one.  The  grandparents  of  our  subject,  botli 
of  whom  died  in  Vermont,  had  a  numerous  family, 
all  of  wiiom,  with  one  exception,  are  now  deceased, 
that  one  being  a  son,  George  H.,  and  he  is  tlie 
father  of  George  A.,  of  whom  we  write. 

George  H.  Atwood  was  born  in  Windsor  County, 
Vt.,  in  1810.  Upon  reaching  manhood  he  followed 
the  occupation  of  a  farmer  in  his  native  county 
for  many  3'ears,  and  became  noted  as  a  breeder  of 
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a  fine  grade  of  sheep,  which  were  widely  known  as 
"Atwood  Merinos."  Later  in  life  he  removed  to 
Malone,  Franklin  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  lie  now  lives. 
In  his  native  State  he  was  twice  elected  to  the 
Legislature,  and  received  the  largest  majority  of 
any  Republican  ever  elected  in  his  township.  lie 
had  also  been  chosen  to  other  positions  of  trust  and 
responsibility.  He  was  a  m.an  of  irreproacliable 
character,  of  a  kind  and  generous  disposition,  and 
one  wiio  always  made  many  warm  friends. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  married  in  Ver- 
mont to  Miss  Mary  Culver,  a  native  of  JNIalone, 
N.  Y.,  and  born  in  1808  of  a  family  well-known 
throughout  that  region.  She  died  in  1872.  This 
worthy  couple  became  the  parents  of -five  sons  and 
five  daughters,  all  of  whom  are  yet  living  save  one, 
Elizabeth  Hammond,  who  became  the  wife  of  P.  P. 
Paddock,  of  Malone,  N.  Y.,  where  she  died.  All 
the  sons  were  Volunteers  in  the  Union  array  dur- 
ing the  Rebellion.  The  eldest  daughter,  Emma  C, 
is  the  wife  of  the  Rev.  William  Campbell,  a  Pres- 
byterian minister  of  Manhattan ;  William  Penn  is  a 
painter  and  decorator  of  Malone,  N.  Y. ;  George 
A.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  the  next  in  order 
of  birth;  Samuel  is  a  resident  of  Norlh  Easton, 
Mass.;  formerly  he  was  for  many  years  a  resident 
of  this  State,  and  the  Attorney  of  Ellsworth 
County;  Benjamin  H.  is  farming  in  that  county; 
Isaac  P.  is  prosecuting  agriculture  in  Arkansas; 
Mary  is  the  wife  of  George  C.  Adkins,  a  merchant 
of  Boston,  Mass. ;  Caroline  Ward  married  a  Mr. 
Parlin,  who  is  engaged  in  the  real-estate  business  at 
St.  Paul,  Minn.;  Addie  G.  is  the  wife  of  Mr.  Ander- 
son, who  is  engaged  as  a  tanner  in  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  made  his  home  in 
A'ermont  until  a  man  of  twenty-five  years.  After 
leaving  the  common  school  he  was  prepared  for 
college  in  the  celebrated  Kimball  Union  Academy, 
at  Meriden,  N.  H.,  but  in  1862,  he  abandoned  his 
studies  to  enlist  in  the  Union  army,  becoming  a 
member  of  Company  B,  12th  Vermont  Infantr^^, 
which  was  attached  to  the  9th  Army  Corps.  His 
last  service  was  on  the  historic  field  of  Gettysburg, 
his  term  of  enlistment  expiring  on  the  last  day  of 
that  great  battle,  J ulj-  4,  1863.  On  the  day  follow- 
ing the  regiment  started  for  home,  going  to  Balti- 
more in  charge  of  a  lot  of   prisoners,  and  thence  to 


Vermont,  where  they  were  discharged.  Mr.  At- 
wood's  health  was  somewhat  delicate  before  he  en- 
tered the  army,  and  after  leaving  it  he  for  a  long 
time  suffered  from  rheumatism.  In  1864  he  was 
appointed  to  a  position  in  the  office  of  the  Comp- 
troller of  Currencj'  in  the  Treasury  Department  at 
Washington,  which  he  held  for  two  years,  resign- 
ing in  March,  1866.  Then  returning  to  Vermont, 
he.  in  the  fall  of  that  year,  emigrated  to  Iowa  and 
became  Principal  of  Schools  at  Adel,  Dallas  County. 
The  following  summer  he  purchased  the  Adel 
Gazette,  the  onlj'  newspaper  then  published  in  Dallas 
County,  and  conducted  it  successfullj^  for  four 
years.  In  the  meantime  he  was  appointed  Post- 
master at  Adel,  which  position  he  held  until  he 
sold  his  paper,  when  he  resigned.  During  this 
time,  in  1868,  Mr.  Atwood  was  a  delegate  to  the 
Soldiers'  and  Sailors'  Convention  at  Chicago,  which 
met  the  day  prior  to  the  regular  Republican  Na- 
tional Convention,  and  first  pat  Gen.  Grant  in 
nomination  for  the  Presidency. 

After  giving  up  his  paper  Mr.  Atwood  went 
back  East  and  spent  about  a  year  in  travel.  He 
returned  to  Kansas  in  1872,  and  purchased  the 
Reporter,  at  Ellsworth.  This  journal  he  owned  and 
edited  for  four  years,  then  sold  it,  and  for  two 
years  thereafter  lived  on  a  ranehe  which  he  owned 
near  Ft.  Harker.  lu  the  fall  of  1875  he  was  elected  to 
the  Kansas  Legislature  as  Representative  from 
Ellsworth  County.  In  1877  he  repurchased  the 
Reporter,  which  he  continued  to  publish  until 
1881,  when  he  again  sold  it,  and  removing  to 
Leavenworth,  purchased  an  interest  in  the  Evening 
Press,  of  that  city.  This  likewise  he  sold  two 
years  later.  Then  coming  to  Manhattan,  he  pur- 
chased the  paper  known  as  the  Enterprise,  chang- 
ing the  name  to  that  of  Republic.  On  April  18, 
1887.  he  began  the  publication  of  his  daily  edi- 
tion, which  up  to  this  time  has  been  uniformly 
successful. 

The  Enterprise  had  been  established  in  1867,  by 
A.  L.  Runyan,  a  newspaper  man  of  considerable 
ability.  Under  Mr.  Atwood's  management  the 
paper  has  greatly  improved,  and  has  liecome  widely 
and  favorabl3'  known,  having  the  largest  circula- 
tion of  any  paper  in  the  county.  It  is  Republican 
in  politics,  progressive  in  everything,  and  the  only 


1134 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


daily  paper  in  Riley  County.  For  six  years  it  has 
been  the  official  paper  of  the  county.  It  gives  es- 
pecial attention  to  all  matters  of  interest  in  the 
city  and  county,  doing  everything  in  its  power  to 
advance  those  interests,  and  care  is  taken  to  make 
it  a  journal  which  will  be  welcomed  in  every  family' 
circle.  The  daily  is  a  seven-column  folio,  and  the 
weekly  a  seven-column  quarto.  Its  advertising 
patronage  is  liberal,  and  it  has  a  well-equipped 
and  well- patronized  job-printing  department,  its 
presses  being  all  run  by  water  motor. 

George  A.  Atwood  was  married  in  Montpelier, 
Vt.,  Oct.  24,  1865,  to  Miss  Rosa  Ward,  a  native  of 
that  place,  born  in  1845.  and  a  daughter  of  Heze- 
kiah  Ward.  The  union  has  been  blessed  by  the 
birth  of  three  children,  one  of  whom,  Linnie.  died 
in  Boston,  aged  seven  months;  two  yet  make  their 
home  under  the  parental  roof — Birdie,  a  young 
lady  graduate  of  the  State  University  at  Lawrence, 
and  Ward.  Mrs.  Atwood  is  a  lady  of  ability  and 
culture.  She  is  one  of  the  charter  members  of  the 
Kansas  <fe  Missouri  Social  Science  i^ssociation,  be- 
fore which  body  she  has  read  papers  and  is  the 
Secretary  of  that  famous  club.  She  also  has  musi- 
cal abilities,  which  her  daughter  has  inherited  in  a 
marked  degree. 

Mr,  Atwood  belongs  to  many  secret  and  benefi- 
ciary societies.  He  is  a  member  of  LaFayette 
Lodge,  No.  16,  A.  F.  &  A.  M. ;  of  Manhattan  Lodge, 
No.  17;  L  O.  ;0.  F.;  of  Phwnix  Lodge.  No.  35. 
K.  of  P.;  of  Lodge,  No.  100,  A.  O.  U.  W.  and  of 
Lew  Gove   Post,  No.    100,  G.  A.  R. 


T^ICHMOND  BOND.  Among  the  large  land 
'Ls^  owners  of  Washington  Countj-,  is  the  above 
(ii\V  named  gentleman,  who  is  engaged  in  stock 
\^)  raising  and  dealing  on  section  9,  Charles- 
ton Township,  where  he  owns  and  occupies  over 
1,000  acres  of  fine  land.  He  and  his  brother  John 
are  the  oldest  settlers  of  the  township,  and  among 
the  oldest  permanent  residents  of  tlie  county,  to 
which  they  came  in  1860. 

Richmond  Bond  was  born  in  Wiltshire,  England, 
July  27,  1822,  and  is  a  son  of  James  and  Mar3- 
(Young)  Bond.      His  father  was  a  w.igonmaker  by 


trade  and  our  subject  worked  at  that  trade  a  little, 
and  also  employed  himself  on  the  small  farm  which 
the  family  occupied.  When  sixteen  years  of  ago 
he  entered  the  employ  of  a  railroad  and  assisted  in 
building  tunnels,  doing  carpenter  work.  While  in 
this  business  he  worked  in  various  parts  of  Eng- 
land and  Wales.  In  1851  became  to  the  United 
States,  the  journey  (which  occupied  the  whole  of 
the  month  of  May)  being  made  in  a  sailing  vessel. 
He  landed  at  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and  found  his  first 
employment  on  a  plank  road,  near  Pittsburg. 
Later  he  engaged  with  his  brother  John  in  tiie 
blacksmith  business  in  Wayne  County.  Ohio.  In 
1852  John  Bond  went  to  Iowa  and  our  subject 
hired  to  a  farmer  at  $11  per  month.  He  remained 
in  the  farmer's  employ  for  over  two  years  and  then 
he  went  to  Linn  County.  Iowa.  There  he  made 
but  a  short  sojourn,  and  in  tlie  following  spring 
(1857)  went  to  Nodaway  County,  Mo.,  with  his 
brother,  John. 

In  1858  Mr.  Bond,  with  his  brother  John,  came  to 
Kansas  and  looked  over  the  countrj-,  but  as  there  was 
plenty  of  land  unsettled  he  did  not  immediately 
take  a  claim.  Later  in  the  season  he  came  with 
some  men  to  put  up  hay,  which  they  cut  from  un- 
claimed Government  land.  Mr.  Bond  was  attacked 
by  ague  and  was  obliged  to  return  to  Missouri.  In 
1859  he  paid  another  visit  to  this  State  and  llie 
succeeding  year  made  permanent  settlement.  The 
family,  which  at  this  time  consisted  of  Mr.  Bond, 
Ills  wife  and  infant  daughter,  came  from  Missouri 
with  an  ox  team  and  brought  with  them  fifty  hogs, 
sixt}-  head  of  cattle  and  one  pon3'.  The  family 
lived  in  the  wagon  until  fall.  Mr.  Bond  then  pur- 
chased a  claim  on  section  8,  for  which  he  paid  its 
former  owner  a  yoke  of  cattle,  a  gun  and  $10  in 
money.  The  season  was  very  dry  and  crops  wore 
a  failure;  the  hogs  were  fed  on  grape  vines  and 
elm  leaves.  During  the  fall  Mr.  Bond  drove  liis 
stock  to  Montgomer}'  County,  Iowa,  where  he  win- 
tered and  brought  them  back  the  following  spring. 
In  1862  he  settled  on  the  section  where  he  now  re- 
sides, taking  land  under  the  Homestead  Act.  In 
1880  Mr.  Bond  built  a  custom  mill  on  section  4,  of 
which  he  is  still  the  owner.  The  mill  is  a  stone 
building  four  stories  high,  supplied  with  three  run 
of  stone  and  good  machinery,    and    the  power    is 
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furnished  by  Mill  Creek.  Once  since  our  subject 
was  routed  out  at  the  dead  of  ni^ht  by  Indians  and 
had  to  flee  for  his  life. 

In  1859  Mr.  Bond  celebrated  his  marriage  to 
.lennette  Bolt,  daughter  of  Charles  Bolt.  She  was 
born  in  Indiana  and  has  proved  herself  well  fitted 
for  tlie  position  whicii  she  occupies.  The  union 
has  been  blessed  b3'  the  birth  of  seven  cliildren, 
two  of  whom,  Henr}'  and  Hannah  are  now  de- 
ceased. The  survivors  are:  Mary,  wife  of  Clinton 
Davis;  John,  Robert,  Maud  and  William. 

JMr.  Bond  is  a  Democrat,  but  of  very  liberal 
views.  He  does  not  desire  office,  having  abundant 
use  for  his  time  and  energies  in  the  management  of 
his  own  large  estate  and  business,  but  is  serving  the 
neighborhood  in  tlie  capacity  of  a  school  official. 
Tlie  fine  property  which  lie  now  possesses  has  all 
been  made  since  ins  arrival  in  America,  and  is  a 
standing  monument  to  his  business  ability  and  un- 
failing industry. 

<sm  BSALOM  ^VOOD.  Tliis  gentleman  is  an 
(@^[!     old   settler  in   Claj-    County,    having  first 

//rit  located  liere  in  May,  1873.  He  is  now  a 
i^j  prominent  citizen  of  Clay   Center,  having 

retired  from  the  farm  life  which  was  his  for  many 
years.  His  town  residence  is  on  tlie  corner  of 
Crawford  and  Third  Streets,  and  is  a  fine  home. 
Tlie  grounds  are  92x153  feet,  on  which  many  im- 
provements have  been  made  by  the  owner,  both 
liouse  and  grounds  being  pleasantly  and  beautifully 
kept. 

Three  or  four  generations  ago,  the  forefathers  of 
our  subject  settled  in  Fauquier  County,  Va.,  being 
pioneers  there.  There  Elias  Wood,  father  of  our 
sul>ject,  was  born  about  the  year  1789.  He  grew  to 
manhood  in  that  county  and  enlisted  in  the  regu- 
lary  army.  While  serving  at  the  Lexington  arsenal, 
in  what  is  now  West  Virginia,  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Frankie  Cheatum.  Having  finished  the  five 
years  of  regular  arm}'  enlistment,  Mr.  Wood  re- 
moved to  a  farming  communit3'and  followed  team- 
ing, which  at  that  time  was  quite  a  calling.  In 
1S43,  the  family  removed  to  Henry  County,  Ind., 
and  there  and  in  tlie  adjoining  counties  lived  until 


I    the  death  of  Mr.  Wood  in  1856.     The  mother  had 
departed  this  life  in  1855,  she  and  her  husband  being 
I   about  the  same  age  at  the  lime  of  their  decease. 
Absalom  Wood  was   born    in    Lexington,  Rock- 
bridge, Co.,  W.  Va.,  April  12.  1822,  and  is  the  old- 
j    est  child  in  the  parental  family.     He  grew  to  ma- 
i    turity  in  his  native  State,  and  accompanied  the  rest 
i    of  the  parental  familj-   to   Indiana    in    early    man- 
!    liood.     He    acquired    the    trade    of  a    blacksmith, 
which  he  followed  for  some  years.     In  1854,  he  re- 
moved to   Galva,    Henry    Co.,    111.,  and  there  re- 
mained until   the  fall    of    1860,  when  he   changed 
his  residence  to  Monmouth. 

The  bombardment  of  Ft.  Sumter  in  the  spring  of 
1861,  roused  his  patriotic  spirit,  and  going  to  Bur- 
lington, Iowa,  lie  tliere  enlisted  on  Sept.  18,  1861, 
as  a  member  of  Company  A,  14th  Iowa  Infantry. 
The  command  was  sent  to  Ft.  Randall,  Dak.,  and 
served  all  through  the  Northern  Dakota  frontier  in 
Indian  campaigns.  In  1863,  Mr.  AVood  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  7th  Iowa  C^avalry,  and  being  mounted 
in  1864,  he  served  in  campaigns  against  the  Minne- 
sota Indians  until  Oct.  31,  1865.  At  that  date  he 
was  discharged  at  Ft.  Rand.all  for  disalnlit}-,  he 
having  almost  entirely  lost  his  eyesight  from  the 
hard  service  and  exposure  which  he  had  undergone. 
His  army  life  extended  over  a  period  of  four  years, 
one  month  and  eighteen  daj's,  during  which  he  had 
served  his  countr}'  faitiifuUy  and  well.  He  has 
never  regained  his  eyesight,  being  only  able  to  get 
around,  and  is  now  drawing  a  $50  pension  from 
the  govenment  to  which  he  gave  four  of  his  best 
years.  During  the  last  3'ears  of  his  army  life  he 
was  appointed  second  farrier  to  his  company. 

After  returning  to  the  ranks  of  civil  life  Mr. 
AVood  spent  his  time  mainly  in  Hancock  Count}', 
III.,  until  1873.  He  did  a  little  wagon  ironing, 
but  was  obliged  to  abandon  that  work.  He  and 
liis  son  Benjamin,  came  to  Kansas,  and  on  Ma}'  10, 
1873,  located  in  Gill  Township,  each  taking  a 
homestead  there.  Another  son,  Elias,  came  out  in 
1875,  and  took  a  homestead  adjoining.  Our  subject 
first  camped  on  the  ground  with  only  the  canojiy 
of  heaven  as  a  roof  above  him,  until  he  had  built 
a  little  stone  house.  He  then  raised  wheat  to  get 
money  enough  to  secure  his  homestead.  Several 
times  he  found  himself  with  nothing  in  the  house 
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for  the  next  meal,  but  with  the  stubborn  persever- 
ance which  was  shown  by  all  our  successful  pio- 
neers, he  stuck  to  his  claim  and  worked  on.  Dur- 
ing his  earl}-  occupancj-  of  his  homestead  he  had 
not  even  the  living  which  many  hunters  and  trap- 
pers enjoy,  as  there  was  very  little  game  in  this 
section,  except  jack  rabbits  and  prairie  chickens. 
Mr.  Wood  finally  got  his  place  improved,  supplied 
with  apples,  peaches,  cherries,  pears,  plums,  grapes 
and  small  fruits.  The  f.irm  is  further  beautified 
by  three  acres  of  timber,  set  out  by  himself,  and 
when  in  1884,  he  purchased  his  city  residence,  and 
gave  up  active  farm  life,  his  rural  home  was  one  of 
the  finest  farms  in  tiie  township. 

On  May  15,  1847,  Mr.  Wood  celebrated  his  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Mary  Johnson,  who  departed  this 
life  in  Henry  County,  Ind.,  while  her  husband  was 
in  the  armj'.  The  result  of  the  union  was  seven 
children  of  whom  five  sons  survive.  The,y  are: 
John,  now  living  in  Missouri  ;  Benjamin  and  Elias, 
operating  their  own  farms  in  Gill  Townsliip; 
Frederick,  who  lives  in  Indiana;  and  William,  who 
is  operating  the  farm  of  our  subject  in  Gill  Town- 
ship. 

A  few  years  since  Mr.  Wood  took  to  himself  a 
second  wife  in  the  person  of  Mrs.  Amanda  Hard- 
est}', like  himself  an  old  settler  here,  she  having 
come  to  this  county  in  1871.  Mrs.  Wood  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Vian,  and  was  born  in  Knox 
County,  Ohio,  Feb.  12,  1847.  She  there  grew  to 
maturity,  and  on  Sept.  8,  1864,  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Jobn  Hardesty.  Not  long  after  their 
marriage  tbey  removed  to  DeKalb  Count}',  Ind., 
where  they  lived  about  three  years.  In  1871,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Hardesty  came  to  this  county,  and  home- 
steaded  land  in  Gill  Township,  one  mile  south  of 
that  which  was  afterward  taken  up  by  our  subject. 
Mrs.  Hardesty  resided  on  their  farm  until  1882, 
when  she  moved  into  the  city  of  Clay  Center,  where 
she  ran  a  boarding  house  in  order  to  support  her 
children.  Mrs.  Hardesty  bore  her  husband  seven 
childi-en,  of  whom  Olive,  Martin  and  Lottie,  still 
live  with  their  mother.  The  others  are:  John  W., 
Willis,  Pirlie  and  Perry.  Mrs.  Wood  has  passed 
through  all  the  pioneer  hardships  and  privations, 
and  well  knows  what  must  be  endured  by  those  who 
settle  in  a   new   country.     She  now    owns  a  farm 


of  160  acres  in  Athelstane  Township,  which  she  by 
her  own  efforts,  has  improved  from  raw  land,  and 
which  is  now  adorned  by  a  good  grove,  dwelling, 
etc. 

AVilliam  Vian,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Wood,  was  born 
on  the  1st  of  September,  1790,  and  was  engaged  in 
the  pursuit  of  agriculture.  He  married  Miss  Jane 
Perkins,  who  was  born  in  Federal  City,  Md.,  Sept. 
5,  1802.  Her  parents  moved  to  Stillwater.  Bel- 
mont Co.,  Ohio,  in  1805;  to  Coshocton  in  1808: 
and  to  Amity,  Knox  County,  in  1811.  On  May  16, 
1819,  she  was  married  to  William  Vian,  to  whom 
she  bore  fourteen  children.  Amanda,  now  Mrs. 
Wood,  was  the  youngest  in  this  family  of  nine  boys 
and  five  girls.  Sarah,  is  now  Mrs.  McMurray.  of 
Athelstane  Township,  and  became  a  resident  of 
Kansas  in  1866.  Mrs.  Vian  died  at  Amity,  Ohio, 
in  August,  1881. 

Mr.  Wood  belongs  to  the  G.  A.  R.  He  alw.ays 
votes  witli  the  Republican  party,  of  which  he  is  a 
stanch  supporter,  but  he  has  never  had  any  political 
aspirations.  He  is  a  man  of  intelligence,  honor  and 
sterling  traits  of  character,  and  is  highly  respected 
wherever  he  is  known.  Mrs.  Wood  is  a  member 
of  the  Relief  Corps.  Phil  Sheridan  No.  10,  at  Clay 
Center,  Kan. 


1^^  AMl'EL  ROBERTS  owns  and  occupies  one 
^^^  of  the  finest  rural  homes  in  Washington 
(U^_JJ)  County.  It  is  located  in  Coleman  Town- 
ship, and  comprises  160  acres  on  sections 
28,  33,  34  and  27,  which  were  taken  up  under  the 
homestead  act  in  1869,  and  forty  acres  which  he 
has  since  acquired  by  purchase.  The  beautiful  resi- 
dence was  erected  in  1880.  There  are  fully  a  dozen 
outbuildings,  such  as  barns,  cribs  and  an  excellent 
wind-mill.  The  latter  fills  a  resei  voir  in  the  house 
whence  the  water  is  carried  to  the  stables  through 
pipes.  Mr.  Roberts  has  set  out  thousands  of  forest 
and  fruit  trees,  the  same  covering  ten  acres  of  land. 
There  are  about  150  apple  trees,  together  with 
varieties  of  plums,  cherries,  Siberian  crabs,  and 
peaches  in  abundance.  There  are  also  grapes  and 
small  fruits  in  great  variety.  The  entire  acreage 
is  in  a  fine  state  of  cultivation,  and  all  fenced  with 
large    hedge,  there  being  four    miles  of    it  on  the 
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place.  Tlie  liomestead  is  located  at  the  cross  roails, 
and  all  the  improvements  on  it  have  l)een  made  by 
our  subject  and  his  family. 

Mr.  Roberts  was  born  in  Preble  Count}',  Ohio. 
( )ct.  1  9,  1832.  His  parents  were  Daniel  and  Hannah 
(Kheinhart)  Roberts,  while  his  paternal  grandfather 
was  William  Roberts  of  Virginia,  and  his  maternal 
grandfather  was  Peter  Rheinhart,  also  a  Virginian, 
who  removed  to  Ohio  at  an  earl.y  date.  The  bo}'- 
hood  of  our  subject  was  passed  in  Darke  County, 
his  native  State.  When  a  lad  of  twelve  years  he 
lost  both  his  parents.  The  five  boys  who  made  up 
the  family  were  then  scattered.  All  of  them  grew 
to  manhood  and  two  are  still  surviving;. 

Samuel  Roberts  was  next  to  the  eldest  child  in 
the  family  and  from  the  death  of  his  parents  to  the 
age  of  twent3--three  he  lived  with  a  Mr.  Gray,  who 
proved  iiimself  a  true  friend.  After  reaching  man- 
hood Mr.  Roberts  bought  a  small  f;irm,  and  en- 
gaged in  the  pursuit  of  agriculture.  The  breaking- 
out  of  the  Civil  War,  however,  interruiitecl  this 
peaceful  life.  He  turned  to  the  defense  of  his 
country,  and  enlisted  in  the  152d  Ohio  Infantry. 
He  participated  in  the  Mrginiaand  Maryland  cam- 
paigns and  with  his  comrades  made  one  march  of 
over  700  miles.  After  being  mustered  out  of  the 
service  he  returned  to  his  family  and  shortly  tliere- 
after  removed  to  Randolph  County,  Ind.  After  a 
sojourn  of  about  two  years  he  went  to  Winnebago 
County,  111.,  where  he  stayed  four  years.  He  then 
located  in  Kansas,  this  removal  being  effected  by 
means  of  a  covered  lumber  wagon  which  he  him- 
self prepared.  His  In-other-in-law,  Thomas  Hough- 
enbaucli,  from  Pennsylvania,  with  his  wife  and  four 
children  accompanied  him.  They  had  three  wagons 
to  convey  them  and  their  possessions  to  their  new 
home,  which  they  reached  Oct.  16,1869.  Our  sub- 
ject lias  since  been  identified  with  the  agricultural 
interests  of  this  State. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  was  in  her  youth  Miss 
Lena  Baursoeks,  daughter  of  George  Baursoeks, 
who  had  removed  from  Ohio  to  Pennsylvania.  She 
has  borne  her  husband  five  children.  Tiie  first 
born,  Adeline,  died  in  infancy,  during  their  resi- 
dence in  Ohio;  Maggie  married  John  Stewart,  a 
farmer  of  Strawberry  Township,  AV^ashington 
County;  of   their  two  children,  one  alone  survives, 


the  other  having  died  in  infancJ^  Bella  is  the 
widow  of  Jesse  Carson,  a  farmer  and  merchant  of 
Enosdale.  Orley  remains  at  home,  l^eing  his  fa- 
ther's assistant  on  the  farm.  Mary  is  also  under 
the  parental  roof. 

In  politics  Mr.  Roberts  is  a  Republican,  although 
he  takes  very  little  active  part  in  the  doings  of  the 
party.  Mrs.  Roberts  is  a  member  of  the  Lutheran 
Church,  and  shares  with  her  imsband  the  esteem  of 
the  community,  in  which  they  have  many  warm 
friends. 


U 


ILLIAM  A.  LEWIS  is  the  Dwner  and  occu- 
pant of  a  finely-improved  farm  in  Blaine 
Township,  Clay  County,  where  he  has  for 
more  than  a  score  of  j'ears  been  engaged  in  the 
work  of  agriculture  and  its  attendant  stock-raising. 
His  estate  now  comprises  480  acres,  all  in  a  fine 
slate  of  cultivation,  and  bearing  unusually  good 
improvements.  He  raises  a  high  grade  of  Short- 
horn cattle,  Poland-China  and  Berkshire  hogs,  and 
is  also  at  present  interested  in  the  Hereford  breed. 
Norman  draft  horses  and  carriage  horses  from  fine 
trotting  stock  are  also  specialties  with  him.  and  bee 
culture. 

Tlie  father  of  our  subject  was  William  Lewis,  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  a  lineal  descendant  of 
Capt.  Lewis,  of  the  Revolutionary  army.  William 
Lewis  was  a  wagon-maker,  and  followed  his  trade 
during  his  younger  years.  He  resided  for  a  time  in 
Cadiz,  Harrison  Co.,  Ohio,  where  he  married  Miss 
Nancy  Crawford,  a  native  of  Virginia.  In  1831, 
he  removed  to  Berlin,  Holmes  C(5unty,  settling 
upon  land  which  he  had  purchased  the  previous 
year,  and  which  was  his  home  until  his  death.  There 
he  engaged  extensively  in  wool-growing,  and  made 
a  fine  success  in  life,  being  able  to  give  each  of  his 
children  a  good  education,  several  of  them  being 
graduates.  The  parental  household  comprised  twelve 
children,  three  of  whom,  Dr.  Joseph  V.,  Finley  D., 
and  Hunter  T.,  are  now  deceased.  The  survivors  are : 
John  W.,a  resident  of  Knox  Count}',  Ohio;  Mary, 
wife  of  James  Boyd,  of  Holmes  County,  Ohio; 
Rachel,  wife  of  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Tayl3r,  of  Bryon, 
Ohio;  Dr.  E.  C.  Lewis;  of  New  Philadelphia,  Ohio; 
the  subject  of   this  sketch,  Jacob  A.,  of  Holmes 
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County,  Ohio;  James  E..  traveling  salesman  for 
Sprague,  Warner  &  Co.,  Chicago,  and  himself  a  resi- 
dent of  Fairbury,  111.;  ILattie,  wife  of  the  Rev. 
Frank  Leever,  of  Ohio;  and  Dr.  George  C.,of  Fair- 
bury,  III. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  was  born  in 
Holmes  Count\%  Ohio,  Jan.  22,  1841,  and  spent  his 
earlier  years  upon  his  father's  farm.  He  received 
his  prelin?inary  education  in  Berlin,  and  at  the  age 
of  nineteen  entered  the  high  school,  at  Fredericks- 
burg. After  an  attendance  of  twenty-one  weeks, 
he  taught  a  four-months'  term  of  school  during  the 
ensuing  winter,  and  then  entered  the  Ohio  Wes- 
leyan  University,  at  Delaware.  During  the  next 
three  years  he  attended  that  institution  at  irregular 
periods,  and  subsequently  spent  another  short  pe- 
riod of  time  in  school  teaching. 

A  few  weeks  after  arriving  at  man's  estate,  Mr. 
Lewis  enlisted  in  the  Union  army,  his  enrollment 
taking  place  April  27,  1862,  and  he  becoming  a 
member  of  (Jompany  C,  86th  Ohio  Infantry.  The 
regiment  became  a  part  of  the  force  operating  in 
West  Virginia  under  Gen.  Banks,  and  participated 
in  the  numerous  skirmishes  in  that  section.  Mr. 
Lewis  remained  in  the  service  four  months,  although 
he  had  volunteered  for  but  three.  In  the  spring  of 
1864  he  went  to  the  gold  fields  of  Montana,  where 
he  engaged  in  mining  during  four  summers,  then 
spent  the  winter  in  San  Francisco,  and  returned  to 
the  Buckeye  State  in  the  fall  of  1867. 

The  following  spring  Mr.  Lewis  came  to  Kansas, 
and  for  a  time  camped  around  in  Republic  County, 
during  which  time  he  and  two  companions  liad  a 
skirmish  with  the  Arrapahoe  and  Cheyenne  In- 
dians, in  which  one  of  their  part^',  Gorden  Win- 
bigler,  was  killed.  It  was  while  standing  by  this 
comrade,  after  he  was  mortally  wounded,  that  the 
Indians  cross-fired  on  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
( For  particulars  see  -'History  of  Republic  Count}-.") 
It  was  a  day  of  general  attack  all  along  the  frontier, 
the  same  day  that  Mrs.  Morgan  was  taken  captive 
from  the  "Solomon,"  and  Miss  White  from  Lake 
Sibley,  on  the  Republican,  both  of  whom  were  re- 
captured by  Gen.  Custer  in  the  spring  of  1869. 
Later  in  the  same  year,  Mr.  Lewis  came  to  Clay 
County,  and  in  September  of  that  year  settled  on 
section   21,  Blaine  Township,  where    he    has  .since 


lived.  He  took  both  pre-emption  and  homestead 
claims  of  160  acres  each,  paying  the  Government 
price  for  the  same  when  proved  up  on.  He  has 
since  added  160  acres  by  purchase,  the  whole  com- 
prising his  present  fine  estate,  which  perseverance 
and  good  management  have,  raised  to  its  high  state 
of  fertility  and  improvement,  and  where  Mr.  Lewis 
is,  and  has  been,  successfully  carrj'ing  on  his  occu- 
pations. 

In  Holmes  County.  Ohio,  in  1868,  the  rites  of 
wedlock  were  celebrated  between  Mr.  Lewis  and 
Sarah  J.,  daughter  of  Robert  and  Mary(Tinkey) 
Maxwell,  of  that  county.  The  union  has  been 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  seven  children:  Ida  L.^ 
Hattie  E.,  Mary  F.,  Clara  N.,  Clemens  C.  Sarah 
Twila  and  Nellie  A.,  the  latter  of  whom  is  now  de- 
ceased. They  are  being  carefully  reared  by  their 
worthy  parents,  and  are  made  the  recipients  of  all 
the  advantages  which  parental  love,  easj^  circum- 
stances and  the  facilities  of  the  State  will  afford. 

Mr.  Lewis  gives  a  stanch  adherence  to  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  believing  that  its  principles  are  best 
adapted  to  the  welfare  of  the  nation.  He  is  of  a 
public- spirited  nature,  taking  an  active  interest  in 
the  improvement  and  development  of  the  county, 
by  whose  citizens  he  is  respected  for  his  character 
and  abilitj'.  He  is  one  of  the  Directors  of  the 
People's  National  Bank,  at  Clay  Center. 


OHN  T.  WOODS,  Probate  Judge,  resides  in 
Cla}^  Center,  CLa}'  County,  and  is,  financially 
speaking,  one  of  the  substantial  men  of  this 
county^.  In  Blaine  Township,  where  he  made 
hisjiome  for  several  years,  he  owns  a  farm  of  200 
acres,  which  is  one  of  the  best  improved  and  finest 
fitted  up  of  any  estate  of  its  size  in  the  county.  It 
is  located  in  the  Republican  Valley  bottom,  one 
and  a  half  miles  south  of  the  city  of  Clay  Center. 
Judge  Woods  also  owns  lands  in  other  counties, 
and  the  competence  which  he  now  enjoys  has  been 
earned  through  his  ability  and  attention  to  business. 
In  October,  1888,  lie  was  nominated  as  the  candi- 
date of  the  Republican  partj-  for  Probate  Judge, 
and  was  elected  November  following,  and  Jan.  1, 
1889,  entered  upon  the  dutiesof  the  position,  which 
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he  is  now  discharging  acceptably  to  his  conslitu- 
enls  and  with  credit  to  himself. 

Judge  Woods  is  a  native  of  PIngland,  having 
opened  his  ej'es  to  the  light  in  Lynn,  near  London, 
.Till}'  16,  1843.  He  is  however,  by  training  an 
American,  as  his  parents  removed  to  this  country 
wlien  he  was  hut  three  years  old.  His  father,  Will- 
iam Woods,  was  born  in  Scotland  and  married  an 
English  lady,  whose  maiden  name  was  Mary  Pett. 
Tliey  reared  a  family  of  six  children,  three  hav- 
ing been  born  to  them  after  they  became  residents 
uf  the  United  States.  On  coming  to  America 
William  Woods  located  at  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
resided  for  three  years.  He  then,  in  1849.  re- 
moved to  Hillsdale,  Mich.,  where  he  engaged  in 
farming,  continuing  liis  agricultural  employment 
until  his  death  in  1852.  The  mother  still  lives  at 
Hillsdale. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  grew  to  raantu- 
rity  in  Michigan,  finishing  his  education  in  Hills- 
dale College.  While  in  attendance  there  the  Civil 
War  broke  out  and  he,  like  many  others  of  the  youth 
of  our  land,  was  fired  with  an  enthusiastic  longing 
to  take  part  in  support  of  the  Union.  Being  less 
than  eighteen  3ears  of  age  he  was  obliged  to  leave 
home  to  enlist,  and  entering  Illinois  he  was  enrolled 
in  Com])any  F,  42d  Illinois  Infantry,  the  date  of 
his  enlistment  being  Aug.  16.  1861.  Tlie  regiment 
first  served  under  Gens.  Fremont  and  Hunter  in 
Jlissouri,  then  under  Pope  in  the  New  ]Madrid  and 
Island  No.  10,  campaigns,  and  were  then  transferred 
to  Pittsburgh  Landing,  following  which  they  took 
part  in  the  siege  of  Corinth.  Being  then  trans- 
ferred to  the  20th  Corps  (Army  of  the  Cumberland) 
they  participated  in  the  battles  of  luka  Springs, 
Perrysville;  Murfreesboro,  Tenn.;  Chickamauga, 
siege  of  Chattanooga,  Missionary  Ridge,  the  relief 
of  Knoxville,  Strawberry  Plains,  and  the  minor 
skirmishing  and  tedious  marching  which  accom- 
panies the  more  bloody  and  stirring  conflicts  of  a 
soldier's  life. 

Re-enlisting  as  a  veteran,  after  a  thirty  days' 
furlough,  Mr.  Woods  was  returned  to  the  4th  Corps 
and  from  Chattanooga  entered  the  CJeorgia  eam- 
p.aign  under  Sherman,  accompanying  the  main  body 
as  far  as  Jonesboro  on  the  march  to  tlie  Atlantic. 
The  4th  and  23d  Corps  then  went  back  to  head  off 


Hood,  being  under  the  command  of  Gen.  Thomas, 
from  Jonesboro.  Pulaski  and  Columbia,  Tenn.,  were 
their  next  most  notable  points,  following  which 
came  Spring  Hiil,  Franklin  and  Nashville.  Thence, 
after  Lee's  surrender,  the  regiment  was  sent  to  In- 
dianola,  Tex.,  thence  to  Victoria,  and  on  the  6th  of 
.January,  1866.  they  were  mustered  out  at  Port 
Lavaca,  Tex.,  and  being  transferred  to  Springfield, 
111.,  received  their  final  pay  and  were  disch.arged. 
Mr.  Woods  had  served  four  years  and  six  months, 
being  among  those  who  were  in  the  army  the 
longest  time.  On  the  26th  of  April,  1865,  he  was 
commissioned  'First  Lieutenant  by  Gov.  Oglesbj', 
of  Illinois,  and  had  complete  charge  of  his  corn- 
pan}'  until  the  time  of  his  being  mustered  out  of 
service. 

At  the  expiration  of  his  army  life  Jlr.  Woods 
returned  to  his  home  and  spent  another  year  in 
study  at  his  Alma  Mater.  He  then  came  West, 
and  going  up  the  Missouri  River  to  Helena,  Mont., 
he  spent  four  years  mining  in  that  section.  He 
came  to  Kansas  in  January,  1871,  and  locating  at 
Milford,  Riley  County,  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits during  the  following  four  years.  Removing 
to  this  county  in  1875,  he  has  since  that  time  been 
a  resident  and  voter  of  Blaine  Township.  He  has 
bought,  improved  and  sold  several  farms  in  that 
township,  and  to  his  labors  in  this  county  he  owes 
the  financial  standing  of  to-day.  On  account  of 
poor  health  he  has  spent  several  seasons  with  his 
family  in  other  sections,  but  since  he  removed 
to  this  county  it  has  ever  lieen  that  which  was  home 
to  him. 

At  the  residence  of  the  bride  in  Manhattan, 
Riley  County,  Oct.  7,  1875,  Mr.  Woods  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Elsie  L.  Thorpe.  Mrs. 
AVoods  was  born  in  Polo,  Ogle  Co.,  111.,  Oct.  28, 
1853,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Eli  O.  Thorpe,  who  was 
born  at  Springfield,  Mass.  In  1871,  she  became  a 
resident  of  Manhattan,  where  she  completed  her 
education.  At  the  time  of  her  marriage  she  was 
engaged  in  teaching,  a  work  for  which  her  natural 
tact  and  cultivated  mind  well  fitted  her.  To  Judge 
Woods  and  his  wife  two  boys  have  been  born. 
The}'  are:  Earl  L.,  born  in  1880,  and  Lynn,  born 
in  1883. 

Judge   and    Mrs.  Woods    belong   to    the    First 
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Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  societj?  the 
Judge  is  one  of  the  Trustees.  He  holds  member- 
ship in  the  G.  A.  R.  Upright  and  honorable  in 
business  and  in  private  life,  Judge  Woods  is  highly 
spoken  of  by  all  who  know  him.  In  politics  he  is, 
and  always  has  been  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Republican  party. 

R.  HORACE  E.  POTTER,  the  leading 
Homoepathic  i)hysician  of  Clifton,  Wash- 
ington County,  settled  at  this  place  first 
in  1885,  remaining  until  the  following 
year.  He  was  then  located  in  different  places  until 
the  fall  of  1888  when  he  returned  and  entered 
upon  the  successful  practice  which  he  now  enjoys. 
He  was  regularly  graduated  March  5,  1885,  from 
the  Homospathic  Medical  College  of  Missouri,  lo- 
cated at  St.  Louis,  and  later  received  a  certificate 
from  the  State  Board  of  Medicine  of  Iowa.  He 
had  practiced  somewhat  prior  to  this,  having  re- 
ceived a  thorough  course  of  instruction  under  his 
father,  Dr.  L.  E.  Potter,  of  Algona,  Iowa. 

Dr.  Potter  was  born  in  Henry  County,  111.,  Dec. 
25,  1858,  and  is  thus  approaching  the  thirty-first 
year  of  his  age.  In  1865  he  removed  with  his 
parents  to  Gilman,  Iowa,  and  completed  a  course 
of  study  in  the  High  School  at  that  place.  Later 
he  occupied  himself  as  a  teaciier  and  in  the  mean- 
time employed  his  leisure  hours  in  the  reading  of 
medicine.  He  finally  became  a  regular  student  in 
his  father's  office.  The  latter  is  a  native  of  New 
York  State  whentje  he  removed  to  Ohio  during  his 
boyhood  and  from  there  to  Illinois  where  he  fol- 
lowed his  profession  under  the  Eclectic  system.  He 
has  been  uniformly  successful  and  is  still  actively 
engaged  in  practice,  although  past  sixty-five  years 
old. 

Mrs.  Thankful  (Rickard)  Potter,  the  mother  of 
our  subject,  was  born  and  reared  in  Ashtabula 
County,  Ohio,  where  her  marriage  likewise  took 
place.  She  is  about  the  age  of  her  husband  and 
religiously,  is  an  Episcopal  Methodist.  The  elder 
Dr.  Potter  is  warmly  interested  in  temperance 
work.  The  parental  family  consisted  of  eight 
children.  Horace  E.  was  reared  under  the  parental 


roof  and  as  we  have  already  seen,  began  to  make 

himself    useful  at  an  early  age.     He  came  a  single 

man  to  Kansas  and  in  1887  was  united  in  marriage, 

at  Greenleaf,  with  Miss  Iza  E.  Ware.     Mrs.  Potter 

1    was  born  in  Howard  County.  Ind.,  Jan.  5,   18G7, 

and  removed   thence  with  her    parents  to  Missouri 

when  quite  young.     Later  they  came  to  Greenleaf, 

j    Washington   Co.,  Kan.,  where    she  completed    her 

I   education,  and  when  seventeen  years  of  age  began 

j    teaching,  at  which  she  continued  until  her  marriage. 

She  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Churcii 

and  a  lady  highly  respected  in  her  community.  Dr. 

Potter  is  a  sound  Republican,  politically,  and  was 

j    for  two  years  the  Coroner  of   Clay  County.    He 

I    belongs    to  the    Homoepathic  Medical  Society   of 

i   Kansas  and   is    a  member    of   the    A.    O.  U.    W., 

Lodge  No.   40  at  Clifton.     Personally,  he  is   ver^- 

i   genial  and  companionable,   possessing  considerable 

literary  taste  and  in  former  years  was  a    frequent 

contributor  to  the  press. 


ICHARD  C.   MILLER,  attorney   and  coup- 
selor-at-law,  is  one  of  the  best   known  and 
most     highly    respected    citizens    of    Clay 
County.     He  located  in  the  thriving  town 
I   of  Clifton   in   1887,  having  been  admitted  to  the 
1    bar  of    this  State  in  April  of  that  year.     He    has 
I   since  devoted  himself  to  practice  in  the  courts  of 
Washington    and    Clay    counties.      He   graduated 
from  the  law  department  of  the   Iowa  State   Uni- 
versity on   June   19,  1883.     He  was  sworn   in    b^- 
Chief  Justice  Day,  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Iowa, 
and  at  once  began   legal  practice.     The    following 
year   he  located   in  Hale,  Carroll  Co.,  Mo.,  being 
admitted  to  the  bar  of    that  State.     There    he   re- 
mained until  coming  to  this  State  at  the  date  above 
mentioned. 

Mr.  Miller  was  born  in  Ritchie  Count}-,  W.  Va.. 
Dec.  11,  1858.  He  is  a  son  of  .John  W.  and  Ruth 
(Robinson)  Miller,  and  is  the  sixth  cliild  and  fifth 
son  in  a  family  of  eleven  children.  AVlienayoutli 
of  seventeen  years,  his  father  left  his  Virginia 
liome  for  a  residence  near  Moulton,  Iowa.  Our 
subject  was  thrown  upon  his  own  exertions  for  a 
higher  education,  and   by   hard    labor  worked   his 
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way  throLigli  school.  In  1880,  be  went  to  Butler 
County,  Neb.,  where  he  taught  three  terms  of 
school.  He  subsequently  returnefl  to  Iowa,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  teaching  until  September,  1882. 
Me  then  entered  the  State  University,  which  he  left 
the  following  year  with  the  degree  of  L.  L.  B. 
Since  that  time  he  has  been  engaged  in  the  practice 
of   his  legal  profession. 

In  Appanoose  County,  Iowa,  on  Nov.  20,  1  884, 
the  rites  of  wedlock  were  celebrated  between  our 
subject  and  Miss  Mary  A.  Earnest.  Her  birth  oc- 
curred there  in  Ma}',  1860,  and  there  she  was  reared 
and  educated.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Jacob  L.  and 
Klizal)etli  (^Nlurdy)  Earnest.  Mrs.  Earnest  died  in 
Appanoose  County,  Iowa,  in  1886,  being  then  past 
fifty  years  of  age.  She  had  been  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Church  during  the  greater  part  of  her 
life.  Mr.  Earnest  is  now  living  in  Washington, 
Washington  Count}',  to  which  he  removed  in 
August.  1887.  He  has  been  a  farmer,  but  is  now  re- 
tired from  active  pursuits.  He  held  the  office  of 
County  Commissioner  in  Iowa.  He  has  been  a  sound 
Republican  since  the  organization  of  that  party, 
and  is  a  communicant  of  the  Methodist  Church. 
Mrs.  Miller  is  a  lady  of  culture  and  refinement. 
After  she  grew  to  womanhood  and  prior  to  her 
marriage,  she  taught  school  in  Iowa.  Her  union 
with  Mv.  Miller  has  been  blessed  b}'  the  birth  of 
two  children:    Portia  E.  and  Blaine. 

.John  W.  IMiller.  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Marion  County.  W.  A'a.  He  learned  the 
trarie  of  a  blacksmith  at  Morgantown,  that  State, 
and  was  engaged  in  that  occupation  until  after  the 
close  of  the  war.  His  health  having  given  way 
he  quit  his  trade  and  turned  his  attention  to  farm- 
ing. During  the  war  he  fayored  the  cause  of  the 
Union  and  belonged  to  the  Home  Guards  in  his  na- 
tive State.  In  1875,  he  rempved  to  Appanoose 
County,  Iowa,  wiiere  he  yet  resides,  being  now 
sixty -three  years  old.  In  his  boyhood  he  united 
with  the  JMethodist  E])iscopal  Chuich,  and  when 
still  young  wa.s  licensed  to  preach.  He  h.as  since 
been  engaged  in  the  local  ministry  and  since 
coming  to  Iowa  has  had  charge  of  a  circuit  or 
two.  He  lias  now  retired  from  all  work,  having 
suffered  from  the  removal  of  a  canter.  He  was 
married  in  Harrison  County,  W.  Ya.,  to  Miss  Ruth 


Robinson.  She  was  born,  reared,  and  educated 
near  Clarksburgh,  that  county.  Slie  belonged  to 
ail  old  and  highly  respected  Southern  family.  She 
died  in  Ritchie  County,  W.  Va.,  in  1873,  aged 
forty-three  years.  From  girlhood  she  had  been  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Clinrch.  Mr.  John  Miller 
was  a  second  time  married,  in  his  native  State,  to 
Mrs.  Mary  Alexander,  nee.  Cox.  She  is  the  mother 
of  six  children  )iy  her  former  marriage,  and  is  yet 
living.  Of  the  eleven  children  born  to  Joiin  Miller 
and  his  first  wife,  five  are  now  living.  Those  who 
died  passed  away  in  West  Virginia. 

Mr.  R.  C.  Miller  is  a  member  of  Subordinate 
Lodge  No.  181,  I.  O.  0.  P.,  and  has  filled  most  of 
the  chairs.  He  is  a  stanch  Republican.  He  is  an 
able  counselor  and  logical  in  the  presentation  of  a 
case  before  the  courts.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are 
of  a  social  nature. 


jr_^^ENRY  KREIENSIECK.  There  is  not  a 
j||j;  better  farm  or  a  more  attractive  homestead 
Jy^^  within  the  limits  of  Independence  Town- 
(^)  ship,  Washington  County,  than  that  belong- 
ing to  him  whose  name  stands  at  the  head  of  this 
sketch.  He  is  a  leader  among  the  intelligent  Ger- 
man citizens  of  his  community,  is  well  fixed 
financially,  and  his  surroundings  indicate  in  a 
marked  manner  the  intelligence,  industry  and  en- 
terprise which  are  the  prominent  features  of  his 
character.  A  neat  modern  dwelling  embellishes 
the  place,  flanked  by  a  fine  barn  and  other  neces- 
sary outbuildings,  fruit  and  shade  trees  and  the 
machinery  requisite  to  carry  on  agriculture  after 
approved  methods.  While  Mr.  Kreiensieck  attends 
to  outdoor  matters  around  the  premises  his  house- 
hold affaii'S  are  presided  over  by  a  lady  in  every- 
way his  equal,  a  fine-looking  woman,  in  good  health 
and  more  than  ordinarily  bright  mentally.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Kreiensieck  occupy. a  prominent  position  so- 
cially and  are  in  everj-  respect  worthy  the  esteem 
in  which  they  are  held  by  all  who  know  them.  The 
farm  is  finelj'  located,  a  little  north  of  the  center  of 
the  township,  on  section  16. 

Born   on    the   other   side    of   the  Atlantic,    Mr. 
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Kreiensiet'k  first  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  Aug. 
2,  1855,  in  the  Province  of  Hanover,  Germany. 
He.  left  home  wlien  a  lad  of  fourteen  years,  cross- 
ing the  Atlantic  alone  and  coming  directly  to 
Kansas,  located  in  Washington  County  near  Han- 
over, where  he  sojourned  for  a  period  of  seven 
years.  He  was  induced  to  come  to  this  country  by 
G.  H.  Hollenberg.  At  the  expiration  of  this  time, 
he  was  married,  in  July,  1887,  to  Miss  Catii^rine, 
daughter  of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  Ann  (Da3^)  Gun- 
delfinger.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Kreiensieck  was  born 
in  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Baden,  Germany,  while  her 
mother  was  a  native  of  Illinois.  After  marriage 
the  father  followed  farming  and  the  household  cir- 
cle was  completed  by  the  birth  of  eleven  children  of 
whom  Catherine  was  the  eldest.  She  was  born  in 
Jackson  Count}^  Iowa,  Aug.  31,  1859.  In  June, 
1860.  her  parents  came  to  this  State  and  settled  one 
mile  north  of  Hanover,  Washington  County,  where 
the  mother  died  in  1885.  The  father  is  still  living 
on  the  home  farm.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kreiensieck 
there  have  been  born  three  children — Caroline 
Elizabeth,  born  Dec.  6,  1878;  Rosa,  April  28.  1883 
and  Mary,  April  23,  1889. 

Reared  amid  surroundings  where  education  was 
fostered  and  habits  of  industry  instilled,  he  is  in 
favor  of  everything  tending  to  elevate  society  and 
takes  an  active  part  in  politics,  voting  the  straight 
Republican  ticket.  He  is  a  man  whose  opinions 
are  held  in  high  respect  and  is  frequently  sent  as  a 
delegate  to  the  county  conventions.  His  farm  em- 
braces 260  acres  of  choice  land,  130  of  which  have 
been  brought  to  a  good  state  of  cultivation.  He 
has  himself  made  all  the  improvements  which  are 
upon  it  and  is  considerably  interested  in  live  stock, 
having  the  present  year  (1889)  fifty  head  of  cattle, 
twelve  head  of  horses  and  100  head  of  swine.  Near 
the  residence  is  an  orchard  of  600  trees  in  good 
bearing  condition,  and  there  is  a  goodly  assortment 
of  trees  of  the  smaller  fruits.  The  whole  premises 
have  the  air  of  comfort  and  content  which  forms  a 
delightful  picture  of  peaceful  rural  life. 

Peter  Kreiensieck,  father  of  the  subject  of  this 
notice,  was  likewise  a  native  of  Hanover,  Germany, 
and  largely  interested  in  fine  horses  Upon  reach- 
ing manhood  lie  was  married  to  Miss  Caroline 
Dieckhaus,  who    was    liorn   in    his  own    province. 


and  there  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  depart- 
ing hence  in  1874.  The  mother  is  still  living  in 
Hanover.  They  were  the  parents  of  ten  children, 
of  whom  Henry  is  the  second  living  child,  and  of 
whom  onh^  four  are  living.  Elizabeth  became  the 
wife  of  August  Straltman  and  is  a  resident  of  Es- 
sen, Germany;  Charles  came  to  America  in  1881 
and  makes  his  home  with  his  brother  Henry;  Louisa, 
the  eldest  child  living,  is  tiie  wife  of  Conrad  Rueh- 
niekorf,  of  Hanover,  Germany. 


y 


)ILLIAM  B.  DRISCOLL.  This  gentleman 
came  to  Kansas  in  1879,  although  not  set- 
tling on  his  present  farm  in  Blaine  Town- 
ship, Cla}'  Count}',  until  1884,  notwitlistanding  he 
had  owned  it  for  several  years  prior  to  this  time. 
He  has  160  acres  well  tilled  and  upon  which  he  lias 
effected  good  improvements.  The  land  was  prac- 
tically in  its  wild  state  when  he  assumed  ownership 
and  there  were  upon  it  no  buildings  with  the  ex- 
ception of  a  very  poor  dwelling,  scarcely  fit  for 
human  habitation.  The  farm  at  the  present  day 
with  its  appurtenances,  indicates  the  supervison  of  a 
thorough  and  skillful  agriculturist,  while  it  is  evi- 
dent that  no  small  amount  of  labor  has  been  per- 
formed in  bringing  it  to  its  present  condition. 

Much  pioneer  labor  has  been  done  by  Mr.  Dris- 
coU,  not  only  in  Kansas,  but  in  his  native  State  of 
Ohio.  He  was  born  in  Washington  County,  that 
State,  Jan.  17,  1834,  and  there  spent  the  days  of  his 
boyhood  and  youth,  being  reared  to  farm  pursuits 
and  acquiring  a  practical  education  in  the  common- 
schools. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Daniel  and  Laura 
(Brooker)  Driscoll,  who  removed  at  an  early  day 
from  New  York  State  and  settled  in  the  woods  of 
Washington  County,  Ohio.  They  hewed  out  a 
home  from  the  wilderness  at  a  time  when  bears, 
wolves  and  deer  were  plentiful  and  wlien  the  pio- 
neer did  not  dare  to  venture  from  his  home  without 
a  rifle  upon  his  shoulder.  The  Driscoll  family  in- 
cluded seven  children,  all  of  whom  were  reared  to 
habits  of  industry  and  sentiments  of  honor.  The 
five  survivors  are  George,  in  Ohio;  Merritt,  a  resi- 
dent of  Missouri;  Thomas  in  Wichita,  this   State; 
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Loliana.  Mrs.  Smitli,  of  Clay  Center  and  "William 
B.  The  two  deceased  died  at  the  ages  of  six  and 
sixteen  years. 

^Ir.  Driscoll  remained  a  resident  of  his  native 
count}'  until  reaching  man's  estate,  assisting  his 
father  in  the  development  of  the  farm  and  acquir- 
ing his  education  in  the  primitive  schools.  He 
grew,up  to  a  useful  and  worthy  manhood  and  when 
ready  to  establish  a  home  of  his  own  was  married 
to  Miss  Elizabeth  Penwell.  Of  this  union  there 
were  born  two  children — Mary  A.,  now  tiie  wife  of 
Duley  Rust,  of  Dakota,  and  Cliarles  E.,  a  resident  of 
Clay  Center,  tliis  State.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Driscoll 
departed  this  life  at  her  home  in  Blaine  Township, 
July  20,  1880.  Mr.  Driscoll  conti-acted  a  second 
marriage  Oct.  31,  1881,  with  Miss  Jane  Thompson. 

When  about  twenty-six  j'ears  of  age,  Mr.  Dris- 
coll, leaving  the  farm,  established  in  business  in 
Marietta,  Ohio,  and  lived  there  several  years.  Sub- 
sequently he  removed  to  Bradford  City,  Pa.,  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  oil  regions  and  was  engaged  in  ilrill- 
ing  for  oil  two  years.  Upon  leaving  the  Keystone 
State  he  came  to  Kansas,  and  considers  this  about 
the  best  section  of  country  which  he  has  yet  found. 
He  has  the  reputation  of  being  one  of  the  hardest- 
working  men  in  his  township,  and  he  has  thus 
fortified  himself  against  want  in  his  old  age.  Like 
most  of  the  men  around  hiin,he  has  good  buildings, 
a  fair  assortment  of  live  stock,  improved  farm  ma- 
chinery and  all  the  other  appliances  for  successful 
agriculture.   As  a  citizen,  he  is  held  in  high  esteem. 


--*«ii^<^^^' 


j|[_^  ON.  GERSHOM  A.  RANDALL,  physician 
lljj^l  and  druggist  at  Linn,  has  been  identified 
^i^^  with  the  interests  of  Washington  Count}'  for 
i^j  twenty  years.  He  took  the  first  prairie  home- 
stead entered  in  this  county,  where  but  about  1,500 
peo|)le  were  residing  when  he  located  here.  He  is  a 
gentleman  whose  history  is  an  interesting  one 
and  his  name  should  be  especially  remembered  by 
the  patriotic  friends  and  supporters  of  the  l^nion. 
No  other  man,  save  Grant  or  Lincoln,  did  so  much 
to  bring  about  the  successful  termination  of  the 
late  War  as  Dr.  Randall,  who  was  enabled  to  bring 
to  light  the  treaclier\-  of  the  Knights  of  the  Golden 


Circle,  and  to  frustrate  their  intendei'  ileath-blow  to 
the  United  States  Government. 

The  ancestors  of  our  subject  were  Highland 
Scotch,  who  were  driven  to  Normandy  by  Mc- 
Gregor, in  the  days  of  Rollo,  the  great  pirate. 
When  William  the  Conqueror  became  ruler  of  Eng- 
land, and  the  Anglo-Saxon  race  sprang  into  exist- 
ence, the  Randalls  became  inhabitants  of  the  new 
kingdom.  Their  descendants  came  to  America  in 
1628,  three  families  crossing  the  Atlantic  within 
three  years,  and  settled  in  Bay  Colony,  Mass.  The 
great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  Gershom 
Randall,  who  was  killed  during  the  French  and 
Indian  war  in  1655.  One  ,of  his  sons  became  the 
grandfather  of  the  Hon.  Samuel  Randall,wliose 
name  is  so  well  known  to  the  I'nited  States. 
Another  son,  Gershom,  born  Aug.  25,  1749,  was 
grandfather  of  him  of  whom  we  write.  Our  sub- 
ject's grandfather  was  a  soldier  during  the  Revo- 
lutionary War.  His  grandson  still  keeps  the  gun 
that  he  used  in  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill.  His  son, 
Nehemiah,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  at 
Worthington,  Hampshire  Co.,  Mass.,  on  the 
Connecticut  River,  Aug.  9,  1784,  and  was  gathered 
to  his  fathers  March  8,  184G. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Sarah  St.  Clair.  She  was  a  native  of  Sanborn- 
town,  Mass.,  and  a  daughter  of  James  St.  Clair,  a 
Revolutionary  soldier.  He  took  part  in  the  battles 
of  Lexington,  Ticonderoga,  Bunker  Hill,  Mon- 
mouth. Brandywine,  Valley  Forge,  and  the  taking 
of  Burgoyne.  At  the  time  of  Arnold's  treason,  he 
was  at  West  Point.  During  a  part  of  the  term  of 
conflict  he  was  one  of  Washington's  body-guard. 
Mr.  St.  Clair  had  a  sweetheart,  and  being  in  her 
neighborhood,  he  one  night  left  camp  to  pay  her  a 
visit.  No  leave  had  been  granted  him  for  court- 
ship, and  his  absence  being  discovered  he  was  sen- 
tenced to  be  shot.  He  was,  however,  pardoned  by 
Gen.  Washington,  and  lived  to  marry  the  girl  he 
loved.  His  discharge,  bearing  the  signature  of 
Washington,  was  carefully  preserved  by  his  de- 
scendants. An  uncle  of  Mrs.  Nehemiah  Randall, 
by  name  Enoch  Hunt,  was  also  a  Revolutionary 
soldier,  and  at  the  surrender  of  Burgoyne  was  act- 
ing Aid-de-Camp  to  Gen.  Gates. 

The   gentleman    whose   name  heads  this  sketch 
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was  born  in  Orleans  County  (now  Lamoille  County), 
Vt.,  Aug.  18,  1817.  His  parents  removed  to  Or- 
leans County,  N.  Y.,  when  he  was  a  lad  of  about 
six  years.  He  received  a  fundamental  education 
in  the  common  schools,  after  which  he  entered  the 
Collegiate  Institute  in  Albion.  N.  Y.  Having  com- 
pleted the  course  of  instruction,  he  engaged  in  the 
profession  of  teaching.  Two  years  he  spent  in  this 
work  in  Orleans  County,  and  two  in  Canada  AVest 
(now  Ontario).  His  Canadian  patrons  presented  him 
a  large  Bible,  as  a  token  of  their  appreciation  of  his 
labors  and  merits.  In  1846  Dr.  Randal!  came  West 
and  spent  two  years  in  professional  work  at  Joliet, 
111.  He  then  taught  a  year  in  Warrenville,  Du- 
Page  County,  and  also  read  medicine  with  Dr. 
Newton,  of  that  place.  Before  leaving  his  native 
State  he  had  read  medicine  for  a  year,  and  in  1848 
he  began  to  practice  some.  He  did  not,  however, 
abandon  the  profession  until  several  j-ears  later. 
In  Sangamon  County,  111.,  hetauglitfor  four  years. 
Ih  1855  and  1856  Mr.  Randall  was  a  student  in 
Rush  Medical  College,  Chicago,  111.,  Professor  N. 
S.  Davis  at  that  time  being  Professor  of  the  Theory 
and  Practice  of  Therapeutics.  After  receiving  his 
diploma  he  engaged  in  the  practice  of  the  profession 
of  medicine  in  Sangamon  Count3',  and  remairjed 
there  until  1869.  He  had  a  large  practice  and 
earned  §54,000  in  professional  work  in  that  county. 
During  the  late  Civil  War,  Dr.  Randall  was  a 
member  of  the  Union  League  and  frequently  made 
strong  Union  speeches.  Attempts  were  made  bj^  the 
enemies  of  the  Government,  to  mob  him,  but  they 
were  unsuccessful.  Becoming  suspicious  of  plots 
against  the  Government  he  assumed  the  role  of  one 
who  was  becoming  sick  of  the  war  and  a  traitor  to 
the  Union.  So  well  did  he  act  his  part  that  a  friend 
who  was  a  member  of  the  Golden  Circle,  believed 
him  sincere,  and  divulged  the  plan  of  that  order. 
This  was,  with  Dan  A'oorhees  of  Indiana  as  their 
leader,  assisted  by  Thomas  A.  Hendricks  of  the 
same  State,  to  strike  a  death-blow  at  the  United 
Stales  Government  bj'  taking  possession  of  sup- 
plies and  in  every  way  impeding  the  work  of  those 
who  were  striving  to  preserve  the  Union.  Their 
plot  was  revealed  to  the  autliorities  by  Dr.  Ran- 
dall, whose  high  standing  gave  weight  to  his  words, 
and  convinced  those    who  heard    him  that  he  was 


not  spreading  an  '-idle  tale."  Steps  were  taken  by 
tlie  Government  to  break  up  the  Golden  Circle,  and 
frustrate  tlieir  traitorous  designs.  That  these  meas- 
ures were  successful  is  shown  l)y  the  fact  that  we 
are  still  a  nation. 

In  1869  Dr.  Randall  came  to  this  count\',  and 
settled  near  Palmer,  in  Sherman  Township.  He 
entered  upon  a  farming  life  with  the  intention  of 
abandoning  tlie  practice  of  his  profession,  but  lie 
was  soon  obliged  to  resume  it.  Since  1882,  he  has 
jjracticed  but  little,  having  at  that  time  had  the 
misfortune  to  lose  his  left  leg  below  the  knee,  lie 
came  to  Linn  in  September,  1883,  and  bought  tlie 
drug-store  whicli  he  is  now  successfully  managing. 

On  Oct.  18,  1844,  Dr.  Randall  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Lucinda  II.  Carpenter.  She  was 
born  in  Corinth,  Saratoga  Co.,  N.  Y.,  June  o, 
1823,  and  is  of  English  ancestry.  Her  father,  Dan- 
iel Carpenter,  (now  deceased),  was  born  in  Green- 
field, N.  Y.  Her  paternal  grandfather.  Carpenter, 
and  her  maternal  grandfather.  Richard  Smith,  were 
both  Revolutionary  soldiers. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  have  been  blessed  bj' 
the  birth  of  seven  children,  four  of  whom  are  now 
living.  A  brief  notice  of  them  is  given  as  follows: 
Julius  H.,  is  now  living  at  Decatur,  111.;  his  busi- 
ness is  that  of  an  architect.  He  was  a  soldier  during 
the  late  War,  entering  the  service  at  the  age  of  fif- 
teen years.  He  married  Miss  Nancy  Spitler,  who 
has  borne  him  two  children — Minnie  F.  and  Martha. 
Charles  A.  married  Miss  Elizabeth  AViggins;  he 
is  a  farmer  .at  Palmer,  this  county.  Edwin  F.,  also 
engaged  in  farming  in  Palmer,  married  Mrs.  Fran- 
ces Dozier.  Laura  F.  is  the  wife  of  D.  Fred  Cook. 
She  is  the  mother  of  one  child,  Gershom  Randall,  a 
remarkably  intelligent  child. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  recollections  of 
Dr.  Randall's  early  life  is  that  of  seeing  Gen. 
LaFayette  at  Ticonderoga,  when  the  former  was 
but  five  jears  old.  Dr.  Randall  was  a  personal 
friend  of  the  raart3'red  Lincoln.  In  Will  County, 
111.,  our  subject  was  Deputy  County  Super- 
intendent of  Schools  for  two  years.  Under  Grant 
he  held  the  position  of  Postmaster  at  Buffalo,  111. 
He  was  the  first  postmaster  at  Mount  Clifton,  (now 
Palmer),  which  was  the  first  office  established  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  county.     After  holding  the  of- 
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flee  one  3'ear,  the  Doctor  resigned.  In  the  fall  of 
1875,  he  was  elected  to  the  Kansas  Legislature,  in 
which  he  served  one  term.  The  following  year  he 
refused  the  nomination  for  State  Senator  on  ac- 
count of  ill-health,  from  which  he  suffered  for  about 
two  years.  He  and  liis  wife  are  worthy  members 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Mrs.  Randall  is  a 
memberof  the  Women's  Relief  Corps.  No  couple 
in  the  county  stand  higher  in  the  estimation  of  the 
citizens  thereof,  than  Hon.  G.  A.  Randall  and  his 
wife,  who  can  look  back  over  well  spent  and  useful 
liveji. 


^^EORGE    T.    LAMBERT,   a   well-educated 


j  ,=—  young  man  who  has  just  passed  the  twenty- 
^iH  seventh  year  of  his  age,  follows  principally 
the  profession  of  a  teacher  and  also  operates  a  well- 
regulated  farm  of  eighty  acres  on  section  25,  Linn 
Township.  Washington  County.  He  is  well-edu- 
cated and  intelligent,  and  possesses  in  a  marked 
degree  those  traits  of  character  which  have  drawn 
around  him  many  friends  andwellwishers,  and 
which  betoken  for  him  a  bright  and  prosperous 
future.  His  native  place  was  Lawrence  County, 
Oliio,  and  the  date  of  his  birth  July  7,  1862. 

William  C.  Lambert,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  likewise  a  native  of  Lawrence  County,  Ohio, 
and  he  married  a  maiden  of  his  own  neighbor- 
hood— Miss  Mahala,  daughter  of  Isaac  Peyton, 
lie  followed  farming  all  his  life.  The  paternal 
grandfather  was  Thomas  Lambert,  a  native  of 
Virginia,  who  emigrated  with  his  parents  to  Law- 
rence County,  Ohio,  when  a  small  boy,  and  there 
spent  his  last  days.  George  T.  was  one  of  a  fam- 
ily of  nine  children,  seven  of  whom  are  living,  viz.: 
Eva  M.,  Serelza  J.;  George  T.,  our  subject,  Charles 
M..  Luella,  William  G.  and  Perry  F. 

Young  Lambert  spent  his  boyhood  and  youth 
in  an  uneventful  manner,  assisting  in  the  labors  of 
the  farm  and  attending  the  district  schools  of  his 
native  county.  He  made  good  use  of  his  time  at 
his  books  and  taught  school  five  years  in  Ohio  be- 
fore coming  to  Kansas.  He  crossed  the  Mississippi 
in  the  spring  of  1884.  and  for  eighteen  months 
tiiereafter  taught  school  in  Washington  County, 
tins    State;   then,  returning    to    Ohio    in  Auoust. 


1885,  sojourned  there  until  March  5,  1886.  Then 
coming  back  to  Kansas,  he  located  near  Ilollen- 
burg,  Washington  County,  until  November  follow- 
ing, when  he  removed  to  district  No.  41,  near 
Wasiiington.  and  conducted  a  school  there  four 
months. 

In  March,  1887,  Mr.  Lambert  secured  (lie  land 
wiiich  he  now  owns  and  occupies,  settling  at  once 
upon  it,  and  conducts  his  farming  operations  in 
the  summer  season,  while  he  occupies  his  winters 
in  teaching.  He  has  a  very  comfortable  home- 
stead and  some  live  stock,  keeping  about  nine  head 
of  cattle,  twentjr-elght  head  of  swine  and  four 
horses.  His  wife,  to  whom  he  was  wedded  Feb. 
27,  1886,  was  in  her  girlhood  Miss  Nanny  E.  Here- 
ford, daughter  of  Brook  G.  Hereford,  of  Lawrence 
County,  Ohio.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lambert  are  the 
parents  of  two  bright  children — Charles  W.,  born 
Oct.    12,  1887,  and   Eunice,    born   March    3,1889. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lambert  are  members  in  good 
standing  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  Mr.  Lambert, 
politically,  gives  his  support  to  the  Republican  party. 
As  an  instructor  he  pursues  the  latest  and  best  Nor- 
mal methods,  and  has  been  eminently  successful, 
both  as  a  tutor  and  a  disciplinarian.  He  is  exceed- 
ingly popular  and  numbers  his  friends  among  the 
most  intelligent  and  cultured  people  of  Linn  Town- 
shi|)  and  vicinity. 

jj^ILLIAM  G.  LYTLE.  The  subject  of  this 
notice  is  a  native  of  Iowa,  having  first 
opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  of  day  in 
Johnson  County,  near  Iowa  Cit}-,  on  March  21, 
1855.  His  father  was  Lionel  B.  Lytle,  and  his 
grandfather  John  Lytle,  supposed  to  be  a  native 
of  Pennsylvania,  moved  to  Knox  County,  Ohio, 
where  he  engaged  in  mercantile  business.  John 
Lytle  pursued  the  business  of  a  merchant  in  Ohio 
for  some  years.  He  tiien  removed  to  Iowa  and  en- 
gaged in  trade  in  Iowa  County  for  about  four  years ; 
then  removed  to  Wayne  County,  where  he  bought 
a  farm  and  retired  from  all  business  except  that 
involved  in  the  management  of  the  farm  where  he 
made  his  home,  content  to  pass  the  remainder  of 
his  days  In  the  serene  enjo3'ment  of   the  peace  and 
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beauty  of  nature.  The  daisy-dotted  turf  has  cov- 
ered his  form  these  many  years,  but  his  memory 
still  lives  in  the  hearts  of  his  descendants. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  reared  in  Ohio, 
and  when  a  young  man  moved  to  Iowa,  which  was 
then  in  its  pioneer  stage  of  development.  He  lived 
for  a  time  in  Johnson  County,  and  then  went  to 
Iowa  County,  where  he  opened  a  store  for  the  pur- 
pose of  transacting  a  general  mercantile  business. 
He  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  the  latter-named 
county,  and  was  honored  by  having  the  village  in 
which  he  located  named  for  him — Lytle  City.  He 
continued  in  business  there  as  a  general  merchant 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1868.  He  was 
an  ardent  patriot,  an  enthusiastic  lover  of  progress 
and  a  wide-awake,  public-spirited  man  who  enjoyed 
the  i-espect  and  esteem  of  a  large  local  circle  of 
friends  and  acquaintances.  The  maiden  name  of 
the  mother  of  Mr.  Lytle  was  Sarah  Dumbauld,  a 
native  of  Ohio,  from  which  State  she  had  come  to 
Iowa  in  her  youth  and  there  met  Mr.  Lytle.  They 
were  married  in  Solon.  Johnson  County,  Iowa,  and 
became  the  happy  parents  of  six  children,  named, 
respectively,  Margery,  Frank,  William  G,,  Mary 
E.,  James  and  Lucy  R.  Mrs.  Lytle  was  married  a 
second  time  to  Robert  Grimes. 

W.  G.  Lytle  was  but  an  infant  when  his  parents 
removed  to  Iowa  County,  which  remained  his  home 
during  the  earlier  years  of  his  life.  He  secured  a 
good,  sound,  practical  education  in  the  schools  of 
that  county,  and  at  the  age  of  seventeen  com- 
menced to  learn  the  jewehy  trade  at  Vinton,  Iowa. 
He  worked  at  that  business  there  for  two  years, 
and  then  went  to  Keota,  Iowa,  where  he  worked 
some  five  3'ears,  going  from  there  to  "Washington, 
Iowa,  where  he  worked  one  year,  then  removed  to 
Chicago,  where  he  remained  four  years,  being  em- 
ployed at  his  trade  during  all  this  time.  He  then 
emigrated  to  Humboldt,  Neb.,  where  he  engaged  in 
business  and  remained  till  March,  1889,  when  lie 
removed  to  Washington  and  opened  a  store  which 
is  a  credit  to  the  place  and  a  means  of  pecuniary 
profit  to  himself.  He  carries  a  full  line  of  jewelry, 
silver  and  plated  ware,  watches  of  various  makes, 
and  also  musical  instruments  and  optical  goods. 
He  is  a  skilled  workninn  of  good  taste  and  carries 
a  fine  stock  of  f;ii-liiunaljlc  goods.     March  23  .1889, 


Mr.  Lytle  and  Miss  Jennie  Turner  were  united  in 
marriage.  Mrs.  Lytle  is  a  lady  of  elegant  appear- 
ance and  fine  manners,  and  well  fitted  by  nature 
and  education  to  adorn  the  circle  of  society  in 
which  her  husband's  position  places  her.  .She  is  a 
native  of  Salem,  Neb.,  and  a  daughter  of  J.  J.  and 
Elizabeth  (Chaftien)  Turner. 


I 

i    ;^^HOMAS  J.  HAGEMAN.     This   gentleman 
(f^^^.   is  classed  among  the  prosperous  farmers  and    ' 
^^^  stock-raisers  of  Clay  County,  having  a  fine 
farm  located  on  section  13,  of  Mulberry  Township. 

,   The  185  acres  which  comprise  the  estate  are  highly 

:  improved  and  cultivated.  Among  the  improve- 
ments is  a  beautiful  residence  of  modern  design, 
and  accompanying   it  is  an  excellent  set  of  farm 

;  buildings.  1,100  fruit  trees  give  of  their  abun- 
dance to  the  fortunate  owners  of  this  beautiful 
rural  home. 

Mr.  Ilageman  traces  his  descent  from  Holland  on 
his   father's  side,    his  grandparents     having  emi- 

I  grated  thence  in  their  young  days,  and  for  some 
years  resided  in  New  Jersey,  whence  they  removed 
to  Hamilton  County,  Ohio.  In  later  life  they  re- 
moved to  Franklin  County,  Ind..and  there  died  when 
quite  ripe  in  years.  Their  son,  Simon  Hageman, 
father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  New  Jersey,  and 
when  eighteen  years  old,  went  to  Ohio  with  his 
parents.    When  about  of  age  he  enlisted  in  defense 

i  of  his  country  in  the  second  struggle  for  Inde- 
gendence  from  British  tyrannj-.  He  served  as  a 
private  during  the  entire  struggle  of  1812,  and  at 
its  close  returned  to  Ohio.  He  subsequently  re- 
moved from  Hamilton  Count}',  where  his  parents 
resided,  to  Switzerland  County,  Ind..  and  there 
was  married  to  Elizabeth  Shuff. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  (Shuff)  Hageman  was  born  near 
Lexington,  Ky.,  and  when  quite  3'oung  renif)vcd 
with  her  parents  to  Indiana.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shuff 
settled  on  Government  land  near  Vevaj',  in  Switzer- 
land Count}',  and    there   spent   the  remainder  of 

i    their    lives,    dying    when    quite    old.     They   were 

,  among  the  verj'  early  settlers  of  the  county  and 
were  classed  among  its  best  citizens.     After   their 

j   deaths,  the  homestead  upon  which  they  had   lived 
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for  forty  years  became  the  home  of  Mr.  and  INIrs. 
Simon  Hageman.  Mr.  Hageman  was  a  stone  mason, 
during  a  large  portion  of  his  early  life,  but  after 
passing  the  age  of  forty  years,  he  adopted  tlie  oc- 
cupation of  farming.  He  died  in  1870,  in  the 
house  where  his  marriage  had  been  celebrated,  being 
eighty  years  old  at  the  time  of  his  decease.  His 
widow  is  still  living  in  the  same  house,  and  is  now 
upwards  of  eighty-nine  years  old.  She  is  drawing 
a  pension  for  services  rendered  by  her  husband 
during  the  War  of  1812,  and  is  one  of  the  very 
few  who  are  entitled  to  such  a  pension.  She  is  a 
noble  old  lady,  in  body  and  mind,  quite  well  pre- 
served for  one  so  old. 

The  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Simon  Hageman 
comprised  eight  sons  and  three  daughters;  all  lived 
to  years  of  maturity,  and  ten  were  married  and  had 
families.  Two  sons  were  in  the  Union  army  during 
the  late  war.  One  died  in  Washington,  D.  C,  about 
tiie  close  of  the  war,  but  while  still  in  the  service, 
his  death  being  occasioned  by  a  fever.  The  other 
son  escaped  injury  in  the  service  and  is  yet  living. 
Of  the  entire  family,  four  sons  and  one  daughter 
still  live,  all,  except  our  subject,  being  east  of  the 
Missouri  River. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  was  born  in 
Switzerland  County,  Ind.,  April  18,  1836.  He  was 
there  reared  and  educated,  and  made  that  State  his 
home  until  18G8.  He  then  came  to  Kansas,  and 
took  up  a  homestead  of  160  acres  in  Bloom  Town- 
ship, this  county.  There  he  resided,  making  im- 
provements upon  the  farm,  until  1876,  at  which  time 
lie  changed  bis  residence  to  his  present  location. 

Mr.  Hageman  has  been  three  times  married.  The 
first  ceremony  took  place  in  Switzerland  County, 
Ind..  the  bride  being  Miss  Ellen  Thompson.  She 
was  a  native  of  the  county  in  which  she  was  mar- 
ried, but  was  reared  in  Hamilton  County,  Ohio. 
She  departed  this  life  in  this  county,  leaving  two 
children.  They  are:  Oliver  M.,  a  resident  of  Mul- 
berry Township,  and  Simon  S.,  who  is  attending 
school  in  Ottawa,  Kan.,  and  will  be  graduated  in 
two  years. 

The  second  marriage  of  Mr.  Hageman  took  place 
in  this  township,  the  bride  being  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Hageman,  iifc  Steel.  Her  first  husband.  Lemuel  C. 
Il.igeman.  was  a  brother  of  our  subject.    Her  death 


took  place  in  Switzerland  County,  Inil.,  slie  dying 
without  offspring. 

The  third  matrimonial  alliance  of  Mr.  Hageman 
was  contracted  in  Bloom  Township  with  Miss 
Louisa  M.  Polin.  She  was  born  in  Cass  County, 
Neb.,  March  29,  1857,  and  grew  to  womanhood 
west  of  the  Missouri  River,  in  Nebraska  and  Kansas. 
Her  father,  Henry  Polin,  was  born  in  Licking 
County,  Ohio,  and  died  in  Oak  Hill  Township,  this 
county,  June  5,  1886,  being  then  about  sixty-nine 
years  of  age.  His  widow,  Mrs.  Amanda  J.  (Davis) 
Polin,  is  yet  living,  her  home  being  in  the  southern 
part  of  this  county.  She  has  passed  the  age  of 
fifty  years.  Mrs.  Louisa  M.  Hageman  is  the  mother 
of  two  children,  Stanley  J.  and  Pearl  A.,  both  at 
home. 

In  politics  Mr.  Hageman  is  a  Prohibitionist.  He 
has  held  local  offices,  discharging  their  duties  in  a 
creditable  manner.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church  in  this  township, 
and  he  is  a  Deacon  in  the  society.  They  are  hos- 
pitable and  whole-souled  citizens,  interested  in 
every  movement  which  will  advance  the  interests 
of  the  people  among  whom  they  have  made  their 
home,  and  by  whom  they  are  highly  respected. 


ff^-^EV.  JAMES  S.  SCOTT.  For  a  period  of 
jILjif-  nineteen  years  he  with  whose  name  we  intro- 
!k\\  duce  this  sketch  had  been  a  well-known  and 
^^^  highly-respected  resident  of  Cla3'  County, 
residing  near  Clay  Center,  where  he  departed  this 
life  July  18,  1889.  His  career  was  one  useful 
in  the  extreme,  during  which,  for  a  period  of  abont 
forty  years,  he  labored  as  a  minister  of  the  Re- 
formed Presbyterian  Church.  Finally,  on  account 
of  failing  health,  he  was  compelled  to  partially 
abandon  his  ministerial  labors,  having  been  afflicted 
for  over  a  quarter  of  a  century  with  that  almost 
incurable  disease,  rheumatism. 

Mr.  Scott  was  born  in  Beaver  County,  Pa..  Aug. 
8,  1823,  and  was  a  son  of  William  and  Rebecca 
(Young)  Scott,  who  were  likewise  natives  of  the 
Kej'stone  State.  His  paternal  .ancestors  are  be- 
lieved to  have  been  of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  James 
S.  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native  count}-  and 
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received  his  preliminary  education  in  the  common 
schools.  For  some  four  years  after  reaching  man- 
hood he  followed  blacksmithing.  and  finally,  after 
thorough  preparation,  entered  the  universitj^  at 
Allegheny,  Pa.,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with 
honors  in  July,  1848.  Later  he  attended  the  Theo- 
logical Seminary  of  the  Reformed  [Prcsbj^erian 
Church  at  Philadelphia,  and  in  the  spring  of  1851 
was  licensed  to  preach.  The  following  year  was 
spent  at  work  in  the  home-mission  field,  during 
which  he  traveled  over  the  greater  part  of  Ken- 
tucky, Tennessee,  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois  and  North 
Carolina. 

In  November,  1852,  Mr.  Scott  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Prudence  Morrow,  and  soon 
afterward  was  appointed  pastor  of  the  Monmouth 
Reformed  Presbyteiian  Church.  He  became  the 
father  of  a  daughter,  Elizabeth,  now  Mrs.  James 
Chestnut,  of  Five  Creek  Township,  and  his  wife 
died  about  a  year  after  their  marriage.  Two  years 
after  her  decease  Mr.  Scott  was  married  to  Miss 
Margaret  H.  Bishop.  In  1859  he  returned  to 
Beaver  County,  Pa.,  and  continued  his  mission 
work  until  1861,  when  he  removed  to  St.  Lawrence 
County,  N.  Y.,  .and  for  eight  years  thereafter  had 
charge  of  two  congregations.  In  18G9  he  returned 
to  Pennsj'lvauia,  where  he  left  his  family,  and 
coming  to  Kansas  in  1870,  homesteaded  160  acres 
of  land  four  miles  south  of  Clay  Center,  where  he 
prepared  to  establish  a  permanent  home,  removing 
his  family  here  in  the  fall  of  1871.  For  sixteen 
years  thereafter  he  was  stated  supply  of  the  Re- 
publican City  Church,  his  labors  terminatin;i;  in 
1886.  Afterward  he  occasionally  preached  as  cir- 
cumstances required. 

In  the  meantime,  about  1872,  Mr.  Scott  organ- 
ized what  is  now  known  as  the  Reformed  Presby- 
terian Church,  at  Republican  Citj%  with  twentj'- 
five  members.  Of  this  he  was  the  devoted  pastor 
for  sixteen  years.  For  near!}'  thirt_y  years  prior  to 
his  death  he  suffered  from  muscular  rheumatism, 
which  undermined  a  constitution  of  more  than  or- 
dinary strength.  Notwithstanding  the  decline  of 
his  physical  forces,  his  mental  powers  suffered  no 
deterioration,  in  fact,  they  seemed  to  grow  stronger 
toward  the  close  of  his  life. 

Mr.  Scott  had  lon<;'  been  ac()ntril)utor  to  the  Phil- 


adelphia Advocate,  and  both  before  and  during  the 
Civil  War  he  wrote  iiiuch  upon  the  question  of 
slavery,  to  which  he  was  bitterly  opposed.  He 
was  turned  out  of  one  congregation  for  which  he 
had  been  preaching,  on  account  of  his  abolition 
sentiments.  He  maintained  to  the  last  a  lively  in- 
terest in  all  leading  questions  of  the  day,  giving  to 
them  much  time  and  thought.  He  suffered  in- 
tensely during  the  last  few  weeks  of  his  life,  and 
finally  passed  peacefully  away  at  6:16  on  the  even- 
ing of  the  date  above  mentioned.  The  last  words 
which  he  uttered  proved  that  he  was  still  clinging 
to  the  hope  which  had  been  his  anchor  for  nearly 
sixtj'-six  long  years.  His  devoted  wife,  two  sons 
and  six  daughters  tenderly  watched  with  the  white- 
haired  father,  as  worn  with  suffering  he  awaited 
the  summons  which  should  call  him  from  pain  to 
everlasting  peace.  His  two  other  children  in  dis- 
tant homes  were  unable  to  be  present  and  witness 
the  passing  away  of  him  who  had  been  their  guide 
and  counselor  through  childhood  and  youth. 

On  Saturday  morning,  the  20th  of  July,  a  large 
number  of  friends  gathered  at  the  family  residence 
to  pay  their  respects  to  one  who  had  passed  so 
many  years  of  a  blameless  life  among  them.  The 
funeral  services  were  conducted  by  Rev.  D.  J. 
White,  assisted  by  Revs.  Stevenson  and  Carnahan. 
The  local  press  published  notices  of  the  deceased 
highly  commendatory  .of  his  life  and  character, 
and  the  entire  community  felt  that  it  had  sustained 
a  loss  which  could  never  be  replaced. 

Mrs.  Margaret  H.  (Bishop)  Scott  became  the 
wife  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  Nov.  22,  1854. 
She  was  born  Nov.  13,  1831,  in  Linlithgow 
Scotland,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Ebenezer  and 
Margaret  (Hastie)  Bishop,  who  were  likewise  na- 
tives of  Scotland,  and  who,  when  their  daughter 
was  one  year  old,  emigrated  to  America.  They 
settled  near  Lexington.  Ky.,  where  tliej'  lived  five 
years,  then  removed  to  McDonough  County.  III.. 
where  Margaret  was  reared  and  married.  The 
Bishop  family  were  among  the  earliest  settlers  of 
that  region,  and  the  father  died  in  McDonough 
County,  Nov.  2.  185!);  the  mother  died  in  Feb- 
ruary. 1874. 

To  Mr.  and  >Irs.  Scott  there  was  born  a  family 
of  ten  childien.     The  eldest,  Margaret,  is  the  wife 
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of  G.  H.  Fullington,  the  present  Treasurer  of  Claj' 
County.  Kan.:  Agnes  J.  is  the  wife  of  R.  C.  Hall, 
of  Loup  County,  Neb.;  Mary  E.  married  R.  B. 
Trechsel,  of  Clay  County;  William  E.  is  a  resident 
of  Ellis  County;  John  R.  is  assistant  editor  of  the 
Clay  Center  Dispatch;  Helen  and  James  S.  are  at 
home  with  their  mother;  Jemima  is  the  wife  of 
John  Chestnut,  Jr.,  the  present  Trustee  of  Blaine 
Township;  Adda  B.  remains  with  her  mother; 
Andrew  died  when  eight  months  old. 

The  Scott  family  endured  the  usual  hardships 
and  privations  of  life  in  a  new  country,  having 
settled  upon  their  land  when  it  was  in  its  wild  con- 
dition, about  as  the  Indians  had  left  it.  By  per- 
severing industry  and  good  management  they  built 
up  a  comfortable  homestead  where  Mrs.  Scott  is 
still  I'ving,  surrounded  by  the  friends  wlio  have 
known  her  for  so  many  years,  and  by  whom  she  is 
held  in  high  esteem.  She  is  a  lady  of  good  educa- 
tion, having  completed  her  studies  in  Rushville 
Sercinary,  111.,  and  still  remains  a  member  of  the 
Reformed  Presbyterian  Church,  with  which  she  has 
been  connected  for  many  years. 

.  "SflACOB  H.  SMIES.  Among  the  citizens  of 
I  Clay  County,  few  have  shown  more  enter- 
jl  prise  than  the  above-named  gentleman, 
'^/;  whose  pleasant  home  is  located  on  section 
18,  Clay  Township.  Having  acquired  a  good  trade 
in  his  early  life,  he  began  work  as  a  journeyman  at 
a  salary  of  $40  per  j'ear  and  board,  and  was  obliged 
not  only  to  clothe  himself,  but  at  times  assisted  his 
parents  as  their  needs  required.  From  this  hum- 
hie  beginning  grew  a  financial  success  sufficient  to 
allow  of  his  purchase  of  an  entire  section  of  land, 
when  in  1883  he  became  a  resident  of  this  county. 
The  splendid  farm  which  he  now  occupies,  consists 
of  453  acres  of  valuable  land,  the  balance  of  the 
section  which  he  formerly  owned  having  been  sold. 
Mr,  Smies  is  a  son  of  Frederick  W.  and  Eliza- 
beth M.  Smies,  of  Hanover,  Germany.  The  mother 
was  the  oldest  of  six  daughters,  born  to  Henry 
Smies,  and  according  to  the  law  in  Hanover  at  the 
time  of  her  marriage,  her  husband  assumed  her  sur- 
name on  account  of  her  ovvning  the  property.  This 


worth}'  couple  emigrated  to  America  in  1845, 
bringing  with  them  a  family  of  two  sons  and  three 
daughters.  Our  subject  was  at  that  time  nine  years 
old,  he  liaving  been  born  April  20,  1836,  and  iiav- 
ing  in  his  native  land  laid  a  good  foundation  for 
an  education  in  his  mother  tongue.  The  family 
took  i)assage  at  Bremerhaven  on  the  sailing  vessel 
'•  Schiller,"  and  after  an  ocean  vo3'age  of  thirty- 
three  days  landed  in  Baltimore,  whence  they  went 
directly  to  Ohio,  via  Pittsburg.  Their  inland 
journey  occupied  about  eleven  days,  the  objective 
point  being  Cleveland,  and  the  trip  being  made 
principally  by  canal-boats  and  cars.  After  a  short 
residence  in  Cleveland,  they  moved  to  a  farm  about 
seven  miles  east  of  that  city,  where  they  remained 
six  years,  when  they  again  returned  to  the  Forest 
Citj-.  There  the  mother  died  in  1854,  the  father 
surviving  until  1883,  when  he  too  passed  away. 

The  gentlemen  of  whom  we  write  continued  his 
education  after  arriving  in  America,  by  attendance 
in  a  school  conducted  by  the  Lutheran  Church, 
where  he  followed  up  his  studies  in  his  native  lan- 
guage. His  knowledge  of  English  is  the  result  of 
his  unaided  efforts,  and  his  contact  with  the  Eng- 
lish speaking  citizens.  Having  remained  with  his 
father  on  a  farm  until  1850,  Mr.  Smies  entered  a 
confectionery  establishment  in  Cleveland,  and 
spent  three  years  in  learning  the  trade,  and  man- 
agement of  the  business.  The  following  two  and 
a  half  years  were  spent  in  the  employ  of  his  for- 
mer master,  Nichols  Heisel.  He  then  went  to 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  where  he  continued  as  ajourney- 
man  working  at  his  trade. 

Mr.  Smies  began  business  for  himself  in  1860, 
remaining  in  Philadelphia  three  years,  after  which 
he  returned  to  Cleveland  and  there  conducted  his 
business  until  1881.  The  two  years  following  were 
spent  hy  him  retired  from  active  business  life,  and 
he  then  came  to  Kansas.  After  purchasing  the  sec- 
tion of  uncultivated  land  in  Blaine  Township,  he 
became  identified  with  the  farming  community,  and 
turning  his  common  sense  and  powers  of  observa- 
tion to  good  account  in  the  intelligent  cultivation 
of  the  same.  His  splendid  farm  and  pleasant  sur- 
roundings are  a  standing  monument  to  his  industry 
and  good  management. 

The  lady  who  has   been   Mr.    Smies'    companion 
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and  counselor  for  naanj'  years,  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Louisa  Miller,  and  is  a  native  of  Baden, 
Germany,  where  her  eyes  opened  to  the  light  April 
1,1842.  The  ceremony  which  united  them  took 
place  March  24,  1860,  and  their  union  has  been 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  seven  children.  Special  pains 
have  been  taken  in  the  education  of  their  offspring, 
and  their  marked  intelligence  well  repays  the  care 
which  has  been  bestowed  upon  them.  Frederick, 
the  eldest  child,  is  now  a  book-keeper  in  Cleveland 
Ohio.  He  was  graduated  from  the  Annapolis  Naval 
Academy,  and  subsequently  spent  two  years  on  a 
cruise.  Owing  to  there  being  a  surplus  of  naval 
officers  at  that  time,  a  law  was  passed  by  Congress 
under  which  young  Smies,  together  with  all  of  his 
class  but  ten,  were  discharged.  Helen,  the  only 
daughter,  was  graduated  at  Oberlin  College,  Ohio; 
Louis,  is  like  his  elder  brother,  a  book-keeper  in 
Cleveland  ;  Henry  is  engaged  with  his  father  on  the 
farm  ;  Edward  is  clerking  in  the  postofHce  at  Claj' 
Center  ;  George  and  Herman  complete  the  family 
circle. 

Mr.  Smies  is  not  a  member  of  any  religious  body, 
but  contributes  to  the  support  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  at  Claj'  (Center,  which  the  family  attends. 
He  is  a  stanch  Republican,  firmly  believing  the 
principles  of  that  party  are  best  calculated  to  de- 
velop the  industries  and  character  of  the  nation. 
He  has  served  his  fellow-citizens  as  a  member  of 
the  School  Board  of  his  district.  He  is  identified 
with  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  at  Clay  Center,  and  he  and  his 
familj'  are  active  members  of  society,  and  highly 
respected  by  their  fellow-citiz«ns. 


J^OHN  HENRY.  Among  the  residents  of 
Clay  County,  who  have  witnessed  its  growth 
and  the  development  of  its  agricultural  re- 
sources, and  who  have  shared  in  the  toils 
and  privations  incident  to  early  settlement  in  a 
country,  the  above  named  gentleman  has  long  been 
numbered.  He  has  lived  and  labored  in  this 
county  for  more  than  a  score  of  years,  and  he  and 
his  wife,  who  has  nobly  shared  in  his  trials  and 
successes,  are  now  enjoying  the  fruits  of  years  of 
usefulness  and  well  doing.     Their  home  is  located 


on  section  14,  Blaine  Township,  and  is  a  beautiful 
and  highly  productive  estate  of  400  acres. 

Mr.  Henry  is  a  son  of  John  and  Rebecca  Henr}'. 
the  former  now  deceased  and  the  latter  still  living 
in  the  Emerald  Isle.  Mr.  Henr3-  was  born  in 
County  Derry,  Ireland,  Nov.  12,  1834,  the  family 
being  of  Scotch  origin.  He  grew  to  man's  estate 
in  his  native  land,  attending  the  common  schools, 
and  receiving  such  education  as  could  be  obtained 
therein,  adding  to  the  information  thus  gained  by 
reading  and  observation  since  boyhood.  His  early 
years  were  spent  on  a  farm  and  he  there  learned 
lessons  of  practical  value,  which  he  has  since  made 
beneficial  to  himself  and  the  section  wherein  his 
home  is. 

In  1858,  Mr.  Henry  with  his  wife  and  one  child, 
emigrated  to  America,  taking  passage  at  London- 
derry on  a  sailing-vessel  via  Liverpool,  the  voyage 
from  the  latter  place  occupying  a  period  of  six 
weeks.  Landing  at  New  York  City,  they  went 
directly  to  Greene  County,  Ohio,  where  Mr.  Henry 
was  engaged  in  farming  until  the  spring  of  180 1. 
He  then  removed  to  Randolph  Count}',  where  he 
remained  till  the  fall  of  1868,  when  became  to  this 
count}',  believing  that  the  West  afforded  him  a 
better  field  for  his  energies  and  a  more  promising 
outlook  for  financial  success.  He  took  up  a  home- 
stead claim  of  160  acres  on  section  9,  Blaine  Town- 
ship, the  land  being  raw  and  without  a  furrow 
turned.  Beginning  at  once  to  improve  and  culti- 
vate it,  Mr.  Henry  had  changed  its  condition  ma- 
terially before  leaving  it,  which  he  did  in  1881, 
moving  to  his  present  location  on  section  14.  His 
family  followed  him  to  Kansas  the  spring  after 
his  own  arrival,  and  Mrs.  Henry  has  borne  her 
share  in  the  scenes  of  pioneer  life. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Henry  took  place  in  the 
Emerald  Isle  in  February  1856,  the  lady  whom  he 
had  chosen  as  his  companion  being  Miss  Susanna 
Anderson,  who  was  born  in  the  North  of  Ireland 
Nov.  19,  1856.  She  is  of  Scotch  descent  and  is  a 
daughter  of  James  and  Mary  A.  Anderson,  also 
of  Ireland,  '^he  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry 
has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  a  numerous  pro- 
geny, eleven  now  living.  They  are:  Andrew  J., 
and  James  W.,  residents  of  this  county;  William  A., 
of    Decatur  County;  Robert  B.,  Charles  E.,  Sadie 
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B.,  Albert,  Margaret  S.,  Joseph  A.,  Mary  E.,  and 
Susie  (t.  The  parents  met  with  a  great  grief  in 
tiie  loss  of  their  daughter  Ella,  who  completed  the 
family  circle. 

Mr.  Henry  is  of  Republican  politics.  He  and 
his  wife  belong  to  the  Reformed  Presbyterian 
Church  and  he  has  served  as  an  Elder  in  the  organ- 
ization. They  enjoy  an  extended  acquaintance, 
and  are  regarded  with  respect  as  people  of  intelli- 
gence, excellent  character,  and  interested  in  the 
growth  and  progress  of  society. 


ERRITT  V.  JEROME.  Probably  no  man 
in  Clay  Center,  and  vicinity  has  a  better 
understanding  of  the  marketable  value  of 
real  estate  in  this  region  than  Mr.  Jerome- 
lie  is  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Riley  Count}',  whence 
he  came  to  Clay  Center  in  1886,  and  engaged  in 
his  present  business  as  a  real  estate  and  loan  agent. 
He  is  in  the  prime  of  life,  having  been  born  Nov. 
9.  1 844,  and  is  a  native  of  Ashtabula  County,  Ohio. 
He  lived  there  until  a  young  man  of  tvvent3'-two 
years,  then,  in  1866,  crossing  the  Mississippi,  cast 
his  lot  with  the  people  of  the  Great  West. 

Upon  completing  a  common-school  education, 
Mr.  Jerome  worked  on  his  father's  farm  until 
reaching  man's  estate  and  in  1865,  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Emma  Church.  Upon  coming 
tt)  Kansas  he  settled  first  on  a  farm  adjoining  Man- 
hattan, with  Judge  Chaffee,  sojourning  there  until 
18()'.l.  He  then  homesteaded  160  acres  of  land  on 
Fancy  Creek  in  the  northwest  corner  of  Riley 
County,  where  he  made  the  usual  improvements 
and  later  added  80  acres  to  his  possessions.  He 
set  out  one  of  the  finest  orchards  in  the  northern 
part  of  Riley  County  and  effected  other  improve- 
ments naturally  suggested  to  the  enterprising  citi- 
zen. He  was  prominent  in  local  affairs,  officiating 
as  Township  Trustee  three  years,  and  during  the 
time  that  May  Day  Township  was  organized,  in 
which  process  he  assisted. 

Mr.  Jerome  was  also  instrumental  in  organizing 
two  school  districts  and  assisted  in  building  the 
first  school  house  in  the  vicinity  of  his  land,  which 
was  the  only   building  of    its  kind    within  a  radius 


of  twenty  miles.  He  lived  on  that  farm  until  the 
spring  of  1886,  then  sold  out  and  moved  to  Clay 
Center.  Here  he  has  valuable  city  property  and 
likewise  owns  160  acres  of  land  in  .Southern  Da-' 
kota.  Politically,  he  affiliates  with  the  Prohibition 
party  and  with  his  estimable  wife  belongs  to  the 
Baptist  Church,  in  which  he  officiates  as  Deacon. 
The  date  of  Mr.  Jerome's  marriage  to  Jliss  Emma 
Church  was  Dec.  27,  1865;  she  was  born  in  Ashta- 
bula County,  Ohio,  Jan.  20,  1845,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  William  A.  Church  who  in  former 
years  was  an  active  business  man  of  Jefferson,  but 
is  now  retired.  The  father  of  our  subject  was 
Merritt  Jerome,  Sr.,  a  native  of  Harpersfield,  Her- 
kimer Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  who  was  born  in  1802.  He 
emigrated  to  Ohio  when  a  young  man  and  was  one 
of  the  first  settlers  of  -Jefferson,  which  became  the 
county  seat  of  Ashtabula  County.  Among  his 
first  neighbors  were  Benjamin  Wade  and  Joshua 
R.  Giddings,  who  later  took  their  station  among 
the  most  eminent  men  of  the  Buckeye  State.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  was  in  her  girlhood  Miss 
Eunice  Loomis,  and  the  parental  family  consisted 
of  seven  children,  of  whom  Merritt  V.  was  the 
youngest  born.  The  mother  died  in  1874.  Mr. 
Jerome  survived  his  wife  until  1879,  spending  his 
last  years  in  Jefferson. 


SS- 


<i+=^< 


J  I  OHN  RITSON.  Among  the  attractive  homes 
I  of  Coleman  Township,  Washington  County, 
1  that  of  Mr.  Ritson  deserves  special  mention. 
'  He  settled  upon  it  as  a  homesteader  in  1869 
and  with  the  assistance  of  his  excellent  wife  has 
constructed  from  the  bleak  prairie  a  beautiful  and 
comfortable  home.  The  dwelling  is  surrounded  by 
trees  and  shrubbery  planted  by  their  own  iiands,  and 
there  are  around  it  many  evidences  of  cultured 
tastes  and  a  needful  supply  of  this  world's  goods. 
The  house  stands  on  an  elevation  overlooking  a 
beautiful  landscai)e  which  spreads  off  miles  awaj' 
to  the  west.  A  refreshing  spring  flows  from  the 
hillside  just  below  the  house.  Near  this  a  large 
frame  milk  house  has  been  erected  and  this  is  kept 
cool  by  the  stream  of  flowing  water  whicii  is  con- 
veyed bj'  pipes  into  the  cattle  yard' a  few  hundred 
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feet  beyonrl.  Mr.  Ritson  has  the  other  necessary 
buildings  and  conveniences  required  for  successful 
farming,  and  is  looked  upon  as  a  prosperous  and 
well-to-do  citizen  who  has  contributed  his  share  to 
the  general  development  of  his  county. 

A  native  of  Durham  County,  England,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  was  born  Jan.  6,  1838,  and  is 
the  son  of  Isaac  and  Jane  (Armstrong)  Ritson. 
'liie  first  wife  of  Mr.  Ritson  died  Sept.  28.  1877, 
and  he  was  married  Dec.  24,  1878,  to  a  finely  edu- 
cated lady.  Miss  Burt,  from  New  York,  who  for 
some  time  was  engaged  in  that  State  as  a  teacher. 
Miss  Burt  held  many  positions  of  responsibility  in 
the  educational  world,  as  teacher  of  German  and 
Higher  Mathematics  in  Brockport  Collegiate  In^ 
stitute,  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  as  Preceptress  of 
the  Academy  at  Medina,  Orleans  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and 
holding  the  same  position  at  one  time  in  Groton 
Academy,  Tompkins  County.  She  was  also  Prin- 
cipal of  the  Young  Ladies'  Seminary  at  Gainsville, 
Wyoming  County,  and  was  a  teacher  of  Higher 
Mathematics,  German  and  Latin,  in  Pike  Seminary, 
Wyoming  County,  for  a  time. 

Mr.  Ritson  is  a  man  public  sinrited  and  enter- 
prising and  gives  his  support  and  encouragement 
to  the  worthy  enterprises  calculated  to  enhance  the 
value  of  the  property  in  the  county,  as  well  as  to 
promote  the  general  prosperity  morally  and  soci- 
ally of  its  people.  A  lithographic  view  of  the 
home  of  Mr.  Ritson  appears  on  another  page  in 
this  volume.  He  still  retains  the  deed  to  the  prop- 
erty which  was  issued  to  him  direct  by  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States. 

ORSAMUS  SHERWOOD  has  been  the  owner 
j  of  property  in  Mill  Creek  Township,  Wash- 
ington County,  since  1881,  although  his  resid- 
ence here  began  in  August,  1886.  He  was  born  in 
Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  Dee.  15,  1815,  and  is  a  son 
of  Solomon  and  Aurelia  (Bigelow)  Sherwood.  His 
paternal  grandparents  came  from  England  during 
Colonial  days,  and  lived  and  died  on  leased  ground 
in  Livingston  Manor,  N.  Y.  There  the  father  of 
our  subject  was  born  in  1787  and  lived  until  180!) 
when  his  father    moved   to    Tennessee.      He    then 


removed  with  his  family  to  Ohio,  settling  near 
Royalton,  twelve  miles  south  of  Cleveland.  There 
they  remained  until  their  deaths,  that  of  the  father 
taking  place  in  1868,  he  being  then  in  the  eighty- 
second  year  of  his  age. 

The  maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was 
onl3^  fourteen  years  old  when  he  took  his  place  as 
a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  The  grand- 
mother of  Mrs.  Aurelia  Sherwood  was  a  sister  of 
Gen.  Ethan  Allen.  There  is  now  to  be  seen  in  the 
collections  of  the  Historical  Society  in  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  a  pair  of  tongs  made  by  that  famous  general, 
who  was  a  blacksmith,  and  given  b}'  him  to  Mrs. 
Sherwood's  grandmother. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  had  eleven  children 
born  to  them,  of  whom  we  record  the  following: 
Matilda,  was  the  wife  of  David  Walling,  a  farmer, 
and  died  in  Michigan  about  eight  3'oars  ago  leav- 
ing two  children;  Marinda  was  the  wife  of  AVooster 
Sanders,  a  well-to-do  Michigan  farmer,  who  died 
about  1856  leaving  a  wife  and  four  children;  she 
afterward  married  a  Mr.  Hadsell.  Maria  is  the  wife 
of  Daniel  EI3',  a  Michigan  farmer,  and  has  seven 
children;  Racliael  died  when  about  twenty  yeais 
of  age,  unmarried;  Mary  is  the  widow  of  Lorenzo 
Sprague,  a  carpenter,  who  died  in  1862;  she  resides 
in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  with  her  two  children.  Sam- 
uel is  a  blacksmith  and  farmer  residing  in  Michi- 
gan; he  married  Caroline  Stewart;  thej'  have  two 
children  living.  Calysta  was  the  wife  of  S.amuel 
Chandler,  a  merchant  in  Cleveland,  Ohio;  there 
she  died  when  about  forty-five  years  of  age,  leaving 
two  children.  Ira  married  Miss  Dianna  Enos; 
they  have  four  children  living  and  reside  on  the 
the  old  homestead  near  Roj^alton,  Ohio.  Cordelia 
was  the  wife  of  Thomas  Moore,  a  trunk  merchant 
doing  business  in  New  York  City;  she  died  when 
forty  years  old  and  left  three  children.  Elizabeth 
married  Henry  Parker,  a  physician:  they  live  in 
Berea,  Cuyahoga  Co.,  Ohio,  and  have  two  living 
children. 

Our  subject  was  a  babe  of  seventeen  months 
when  his  parents  moved  to  Ohio.  There  he  was 
reared,  receiving  his  education  in  the  field.  He 
remained  at  home  until  twenty-six  years  of  age 
before  starting  in  business  for  himself.  When 
about  twentj'-one,  while    assisting   with    the    home 
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work  lie  took  up  the  carpenters  trade  at  which  he 
spent  all  ihe  time  he  could  spare  from  the  farm. 
At  twenty-six  years  of  age  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Ann  Caine,  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Caine 
(the  latter  of  whom  was  born  on  the  Isle  of  Man). 
After  marriage  he  settled  near  Royalton  and  farmed 
100  acres  for  four  years.  He  then  sold  out  and 
entered  a  general  merchandise  storv'  in  the  town  in 
partnership  with  a  Mr.  Teachout,  the  firm  being- 
known  as  Teachout  &  Sherwood.  In  that  business 
he  continued  about  four  years,  when  he  disposed 
of  his  interest  therein  and  took  up  his  trade.  About 
the  year  1849  he  moved  to  Cleveland,  which  city 
became  his  home  and  the  scene  of  his  efforts  to  ad- 
vance himself  in  the  world.  He  not  only  worked 
at  his  trade  but  after  the  discovery  of  petroleum 
in  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio,  he  built  a  derrick  and 
drilled  oil  wells  through  Eastern  Ohio.  He  also 
constructed  coal  shutes  throughout  the  coal  dis- 
trict and  became  widely  known  as  a  successful  and 
skillful  mechanic.  He  turned  his  inventive  genius 
to  practical  and  profitable  use,  by  inventing  a  ma- 
chine for  sawing  off  piles  under  the  water.  He  also 
invented  a  machine  for  hoisting  ores,  and  has  re- 
cently patented  an  ingenious  contrivance  for  un- 
loading vessels.  In  1879  he  received  from  the 
Tnited  States  Government  the  contract  for  build- 
ing the  breakwater  in  Cleveland  Harbor,  on  which 
he  was  employed  five  years. 

In  August,  1886,  coming  to  Kansas  Mr.  Sherwood 
settled  on  the  place  he  now  occupies.  The  property, 
as  before  stated,  had  been  purchased  by  him  in 
1881.  His  son,  E.  O.  Sherwood,  had  farmed  the 
|)lace  from  1883  until  1886.  His  farm  consists  of 
600  acres  and  is  systematically  managed,  judicious 
expenditures  and  wise  economy  being  the  rule. 
Beside  his  beautiful  estate  here  he  owns  paying 
property  in  Cleveland,  and  would  be  much  richer 
hut  for  having  had  to  pay  $27,000  security  debts. 

Mrs.  Ann  Sherwood  departed  this  life  in  1858, 
deeplj'  regretted  liy  all  who  knew  her.  She  was  a 
member  of  tiie  Methodist  Church.  Four  children 
were  the  result  of  her  union  with  our  subject,  all 
of  whom  survived  her,  and  three  of  whom  are 
still  living.  The  first-born,  Sebastian,  was  in  his 
seventeenth  year  when  the  country'  was  aroused  by 
the  fall  of  Ft.  Suiutfn'.  Young  as  he  was,  his  heart 


thrilled  with  the  desire  to  serve  his  country,  and 
he  enlisted  in. Cleveland  as  a  member  of  Battery 
G.  1st  Ohio  Artillery.  He  met  his  death  at  the 
battle  of  Franklin,  Tenn.,  Nov.  30,  1864,  being 
then  in  the  twentieth  year  of  his  age.  The  loss  of 
his  first-born  was  a  severe  blow  to  Mr.  Sherwood, 
but  he  bore  it  as  did  thousands  of  the  patriotic  pa- 
rents of  the  North  during  the  struggle  for  the  pre- 
servation of  the  Union.  The  memory  of  the  dead 
hero  is  sacredly  cherished  by  the  surviving  mem- 
bers of  the  family.  The  second  child  is  a  daughter, 
Addie,  who  is  now  living  in  Cleveland.  She  is  the 
wife  of  James  Wyatt,  a  dairyman  of  that  citj': 
they  have  three  children.  William  Edgar  is  a 
prominent  Lawyer  of  Cleveland  and  enjoys  a  lucra- 
tive practice  and  high  standing  at  the  bar;  he  is 
also  Judge  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Cleveland;  he 
married  Miss  Mary  Hall,  and  they  have  three 
children.  Ernest  O.,  is  in  the  employ  of  Mitchell 
Bros.,  wholesale  hardware  merchants  in  Cleveland; 
he  married  Mrs.  Annie  AVatkins. 

October  11,  1859,  Mr.  Sherwood  celebrated  his 
marriage  to  his  second  wife  who  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Lovesta  Brewster.  She  is  a  native  of 
Ohio  and  a  daughter  of  Timothy  and  Lovesta 
Brewster,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church. 
Her  father  was  a  Penns3ivanian  and  her  mother  a 
native  of  the  Buckeye  State.  Mrs.  Sherwood  is  a 
charming  woman,  refined,  cultured  and  a  model 
housewife.  She  dispenses  the  bountiful  hospitality 
of  her  rural  home  with  the  same  winning  grace 
with  which  she  in  former  years  presided  over  her 
city  mansion.  The  second  marriage  of  our  subject 
has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  two  children,  a 
daughter  and  son.  Nettie  L.,  is  the  wife  of  Charles 
Holden,  a  member  of  the  lithographing  firm  of 
Morgan  &  Co.,  Cleveland;  they  have  one  child. 
Irving  is  still  single  and  resides  with  his  parents. 

Mr.  Sherwood  is  a  Republican,  and  during  his 
residence  in  Cleveland  was  frequently  a  delegate 
to  county,  congressional  and  State  Conventions. 
In  the  latter  he  sat  as  a  delegate  with  the  late  Pre- 
sident James  A.  Garfield.  As  his  sketch  shows,  he 
is  a  man  of  intelligence,  energy  and  enterprise.  His 
life  has  been  spent  in  contact  with  men  of  char- 
acter and  brains.  In  his  business  he  has  frequently 
been  placed    in   positions   of  great   responsibility, 
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which  called  for  skill,  business  talent  and  executive 
ability.  He  has  been  a  strong,  self-reliant  man 
during  his  busy  and  useful  life,  and  even  now  is 
vigorous,  wide-awake  and  capable,  although  his 
hair  and  full  beard  are  white  with  the  frosts  of 
more  than  seventy  winters,  lie  is  a  gentleman  in 
every  sense  of  the  word,  kindly,  courteous  and 
cordial.  He  has  a  good  librarj^  and  takes  the  best 
among  the  daily  newspapers  and  current  periodi- 
cals. 


WILLIAM  F.  PRENTICE.  Amongthe young 
and  enterprising  business  men  of  Clifton, 
Washington  County-,  Mr.  Prentice  occupies 
no  secondary  position.  Self-made,  he  has  worked 
his  way  up  from  a  modest  beginning,  dejjendent 
upon  his  own  resources,  with  that  perseverance 
which  seldom  fails  of  winning  success.  As  junior 
member  of  the  firm  of  Shea  tfe  Prentice,  he  is  per- 
forming his  part  in  conducting  a  flourishing  trade 
in  general  merchandise,  the  bu.siness  being  estab- 
lished under  tlie  present  firm  style  in  tlie  year  1881. 
In  the  biography  of  Mr.  John  Shea,  wliieh  will  be 
found  on  anotlier  page  in  this  volume,  appears  a 
history  of  the  enterprise  which  is  now  numbered 
among  the  leading  business  ventures  of  Clif- 
ton. Since  taking  up  his  residence  iiere  Mr.  Pren- 
tice has  been  recognized  as  one  of  the  most 
valuable  men  in  the  commimity.     • 

When  first  coming  to  this  section  Mr.  Prentice, 
like  other  wise  young  men,  homesteaded  a  tract  of 
land  and  thus  secured  a  basis  for  future  operations. 
He  endured  many  sacrifices  for  the  sake  of  future 
good,  and  has  never  regretted  them.  We  find  him 
in  Washington  County  as  early  as  1874,  when  the 
countr}'  around  was  comparative!}'  unsettled.  Mr. 
Prentice  selected  his  land  on  section  21.  Strawberry 
Township,  and  talking  up  his  abode  upon  it,  re- 
mained there  until  he  had  acquired  legal  posses- 
sion. As  its  value  increased  it  became  a  desirable 
acquisition  to  those  designing  to  engage  in  agricul- 
tural pursuits,  and  in  due  time  Mr.  Prentice  effected 
a  sale  and  invested  iiis  capital  in  a  business  which 
was  more  congenial    than  farming.     In   mercantile 


circles  he  seems  to  liave  found  his  legitimate  field 
of  operations. 

A  native  of  Fairfield,  Ohio,  Mr.  Prentice  was 
born  Nov.  18,  1851,  and  in  1861  his  parents  re- 
moved to  Valley  Falls,  Jefferson  Co.,  this  State. 
There  young  Prentice  was  chiefly  reared  and  edu- 
cated, and  at  an  early  age  he  began  forming  his 
plans  for  the  future.  Some  years  before  reaching 
his  majorit.y  we  find  him  employed  as  a  clerk  in  the 
hardware  store  of  his  brother-in-law,  William 
Crosbj',  a  practical  business  man,  who  was  well  cal- 
culated to  encourage  a  j'oung  man  just  starting  out 
in  life.  He  proved  a  valuable  counselor,  for  which 
Mr.  Prentice  still  feels  grateful  and  regards  Mr. 
Crosby  as  the  friend  who  assisted  him  in  laying  the 
foundation  of  a  successful  career. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  is  tlie  offspring  of  an 
excellent  family,  being  the  son  of  Rev.  Liberty 
Prentice,  who  had  a  long  an<l  eventful  career  as  a 
minister  of  the  Methodist  Church.  The  latter  was 
a  native  of  New  York  State,  was  carefully  reared 
and  educated,  and  quite  early  in  life  began  working 
in  the  Master's  vineyard.  He  was  married  to  Mrs. 
Athlena  (Hoag)  Willett,  one  fully  iiis  equal  in 
birth  and  education  and  who  proved  a  most  suita- 
ble partner  and  helpmate.  She  had  by  her  first 
marriage  one  child.  The  parents  of  our  subject 
settled  in  Ohio,  where  Mr.  Prentice  labored  as  an 
itinerant  preacher  for  some  years,  enduring  with 
patience  and  courage  the  toils  and  privations  inci- 
dent to  that  time.  He  filled  the  pulpit  at  Fairfield. 
Sandusky,  Mt.  Gilead  and  Berea,  and  was  also  Pre- 
siding Elder  of  the  Cleveland  Circuit.  Finallj',  on 
account  of  failing  health  he  decided  upon  a  change 
of  climate,  and  coming  to  Kansas  in  1861,  located 
in  Valley  Falls,  where  he  preached  for  some  time, 
and  later  was  associated  in  Inisiness  with  his  son- 
in-law,  Mr.  Crosby.  He  is  now  retired  from  active 
life,  being  seventy-four  years  old,  and  makes  his 
home  in  Vallej'  Falls.  His  wife,  Athlena,  died 
there  in  1872,  when  about  sixty  years  old.  She  was 
born  and  reared  a  Quaker,  but  for  many  years  had 
been  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
in  the  faith  of  which  she  passed  away. 

Liberty  Prentice  after  the  death  of  his  first  wife 
was  married  to  Mrs.  Orr,  of  Leavenworth  County, 
this  State,  and    who  is  still    living  to  care  for  her 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


lloo 


nged  partner.  William  F.  was  the  seventh  child  of 
his  parents.  He  received  such  education  as  he  could 
secure  under  the  circumstances  of  his  early  life  and 
.ifter  coming  to  Washington  Countj',  and  securing 
that  which  would  enable  him  to  provide  comforta. 
Illy  for  a  family,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
3Iiss  Gertrude  Foster,  at  Jewell  City,  April  7,  1874. 
Mrs.  Gertrude  Prentice  was  born  in  Galesburg,  111., 
.Uily  27,  1852,  and  was  well  reared  and  highly  edu- 
cated. She  was  naturally  bright  and  fond  of  study 
and  at  the  early  age  of  sixteen  years,  entered  upon 
the  profession  of  a  teacher,  which  she  followed  suc- 
cessfully, both  in  Illinois  and  Kansas,  until  her 
niarriajjc.  She  came  to  this  State  with  her  parents, 
John  S.  and  Louisa  (Pease)  Foster,  who  settled  in 
'\\ille3'  Falls,  where  Mr.  Foster  filled  the  chair  of 
principal  of  the  public  schools.  Later  he  removed 
with  his  family  to  Jewell  City. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Prentice  are  the  parents  of  two 
children,  only  one  whom  is  living,  a  son,  Harold, 
who  was  born  Aug.  17,  1880.  Mrs.  Prentice  is  a 
charming  and  intelligent  lady  and  prominently 
connected  with  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Mr. 
Prentice  is  identified  with  the  A.  O.  U.  W..  and  the 
Select  Knights.  He  has  filled  all  the  chairs  of  his 
lodge  in  both  orders  and  has  been  sent  to  the  Grand 
Lodges  of  the  States.  In  politics,  he  supports  the 
l)rinciples  of  the  Republican  party.  He  has  no 
lime  to  seek  official  honors,  preferring  to  give  his 
whole  attention  to  his  legitimate  business. 

(OSHLA  P..  CAMPBELL,  editor  and  pro- 
!  prietor  of  the  Haddam  Clipiier,  has  been  a 
^^^  ,  resident  of  Kansas  since  June,  1869.  He 
^^  commenced  the  publication  of  this  bright, 
newsy  paper  in  July,  1883,  and  has  successfully 
conducted  it  from  that  date,  having  made  it  a  splen- 
tlid  journal,  frank  in  expressing  the  opinions  and 
sentiments  of  -its  editor,  and'  one  of  thfl  leading 
organs  of  the  Republican  party  throughout  the 
county.  In  connection  with  the  editorial  work, 
there  is  a  fine  job  department,  which  turns  out 
good  work,  and  is  bringing  to  its  owner  a  fair 
profit  on  his  investment. 

Born  in  Crawfordsville,  Montgomery  Co.,  Ind., 


May  29,  1855,  our  subject  is  of  Scotch  descent  on 
his  father's  side,  and  of  English  parentage  by  his 
mother.  The  family  have  been  residents  of  the 
United  States  for  many  generations,  the  great- 
grandfather of  our  subject,  John  Campbell,  having 
been  a  soldier  of  the  Revolutionary  War.  His  son, 
Ellas,  was  the  grandfather  of  J.  B.  Campbell.  He 
was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  later  removed 
to  New  York,  thence  to  Indiana,  in  which  latter 
State  he  died  in  1873,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four 
years.  He  was  married  to  Martha  Parker  in  Penn- 
sylvania, she  being  a  native  of  New  .Jersey  and  of 
English  descent,  while  her  father,  William  Parker, 
had  also  been  in  the  Revolutionary  AVar.  Slie 
died  in  1833,  at  the  comparativel3-  early  age  of 
thirty-nine  years.  This  couple  had  six  children, 
of  whom  two  died  before  the  family  came  West. 
Of  the  survivors  the  eldest  is  Elisha,  father  of  our 
subject;  next  in  order  of  birth  was  Ann,  who  is  the 
widow  of  Humphrey  Thorne,  and  lives  in  Danville, 
111.;  Martha,  wife  of  William  Smith,  a  truckman 
of  Washington,  and  W.  P.,  a  farmer  of  Washington 
County,  Kansas. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Elisha  Campbell,  was 
born  in  Northumberland  County,  Pa.,  Jan.  29, 
1816.  and  in  his  youth  learned  the  trade  of  a 
weaver.  At  the  age  of  twenty  years,  while  living 
with  his  parents  in  Ohio,  he  began  life  for  himself 
at  farming  which  h.as  been  his  principal  occupation 
since.  When  about  twent^'-four  years  old  he  went 
to  Montgomery  County,  Ind.,  and  there  worked  for 
a  year  at  coopering-  In  1841  he  removed  to 
Schuyler  County,  111.,  still  working  at  his  trade  of 
a  cooper,  then  in  1842  he  emigrated  to  where  the 
city  of  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  now  stands.  There  was  no 
sign  of  the  present  flourishing  town,  it  being  laid 
out  the  year  Mr.  Campbell  arrived  there.  In  that 
place  he  remained  five  years,  engaged  in  farm  work, 
and  in  1847  returned  to  Montgomery  Count}-,  Ind.. 
which  was  his  home  until  1852.  The  next  move  of 
Mr.  Campbell  was  to  Atchison  County,  Mo.,  and 
in  that  county  he  engaged  in  farming  until  1861, 
then  going  to  Nemeha  County,  Neb.,  broke  a 
prairie  farm  of  120  acres,  on  which  he  lived  a  couple 
of  years.  Thence  he  went  to  Hancock  County, 
111.,  and  the  nest  year  changed  his  location  to  Tama 
County,  Iowa,  where  he  kept  a  drug  store  in  C'hel- 
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sea,  and  remained  there  over  two  j'ears.  Finally, 
in  1869,  he  came  to  Washington  County,  Kan., 
took  up  a  homestead  three  miles  north  of  Haddam, 
in  what  is  now  Haddam  Township.  On  tliis  place 
he  lived  nearly  fourteen  years,  then  sold  out,  and 
removed  to  the  city  of  Iladd.nni,  which  has  since 
been  his  home. 

In  1841  Elisha  Campbell  was  married  in  Indiana 
to  Nancy  Dillon,  who  was  born  in  North  Carolina 
Dec.  6,  1822.  She  is  now  living  in  Haddam  with 
her  husb.-tnd.  Tliey  were  the  parents  of  eight  chil- 
dren. The  following  three  died  young:  John, 
Aquilla,  and  Albert.  One  daughter.  Martha,  was 
married  to  Martin  V.  Bowman,  and  died  in  this 
county  in  1870.  The  survivors  are:  Daniel,  a 
farmer  of  Haddam  City ;  W.  P.,  editor  and  proprie- 
tor of  the  AVamega  (Kansas)  Reporter.  Sarah,  un- 
married, lives  with  her  parents;  our  subject  is  the 
youngest. 

Joshua  B.  Campbell  followed  the  fortunes  of  his 
parents  in  their  migrations  until  1872,  when  he 
went  into  the  office  of  the  Republican  at  Washing- 
ton, Washington  County,  he  having  learned  the 
trade  of  a  printer  previously  in  Iowa.  A  few 
months  later  he  entered  the  office  of  the  Waterville 
Telegraph,  in  Marshall  County,  Kan.,  then  owned 
by  his  brother,  W.  P.,  and  there  he  staid  until  the 
fall  of  1876,  then  started  a  campaign  paper  at  Frank- 
fort, in  that  county,  which  was  the  predecessor  of 
the  Bee,  now  published  in  that  place.  He  sold  this 
property  after  a  short  time,  and  came  back  to 
Washington,  working  at  iiis  trade  for  a  few  mouths. 
His  next  venture  was  in  partnership  witli  his 
brother,  establishing  tiie  Tribune  at  Wamego,  Kan., 
in  August,  1877.  He  staid  there  only  a  year,  when 
he  went  for  a  short  time  to  Kansas  City,  whence  he 
returned  to  Waterville.  In  October,  1879,  Mr. 
Campbell  established  the  Wabaunsie  Q ounty Herald, 
which  ho  carried  on  until  the  fall  of  1881,  then 
selling  it,  came  to  Haddam,  where  he  engaged  in 
the  drug  business  for  a  year  and  nine  months.  In 
July,  1883,  he  commenced  the  publication  of  his 
present  journal,  the  Haddam  Clipper,  which  he  lias 
successfully  conducted  ever  since.  It  is  Republi- 
can in  political  support,  and  as  before  stated,  is 
financially  successful. 

Mr.  Campbell  was  united  in  marriage  with   Miss 


Carrie  Kunz,  in  Waterville,  Kan.,  in  1879.  Mrs. 
Campbell  was  born  in  the  city  of  New  York,  Jan. 
3,  1862.  Their  union  has  been  blessed  bj-  the  birth 
of  three  children,  of  whom  one,  Docy,  died  in 
childhood,  and  two,  Bartley  A.  and  Ralph  B.,  are 
under  the  parental  roof.  Mrs.  Campbell  is  a  woman 
of  rare  graces  of  mind,  pleasant,  accomplished  and 
hospitable  to  all  who  come  under  the  home  roof. 
Mr.  Campbell  is  a  member  of  Dirigo  Lodge. 
No.  181,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Haddam  City.  He  is  a 
stirring,  active  young  man,  who  has  had  a  varied 
experience  in  his  business  and  knows  how  to  run  a 
live  paper.  His  paper  is  principally  circulated  in 
the  northwestern  part  of  the  county,  where  it  ex- 
ercises a  wide  influence. 


-#^ 


JEFFERSON  J.  DAVIS,  editor  and  propri- 
etor of  the  Mercury,  published  at  Manhattan, 
is  conducting  one  of  the  best  local  papers  in 
the  State.  In  August.  1889,  it  was  enlarged, 
and  is  now  a  six-column  quarto,  well  and  cleanly 
printed  and  edited,  and  aims  to  be  a  journal  which 
can  properly  enter  into  every  family  circle,  fur- 
nishing the  current  news  and  Brst-class  reading 
matter,  both  interesting  and  instructive.  The  office 
is  well  supplied  with  material  for  job-printing,  and 
turns  out  admirable  work.  It  is  the  only  office  in 
this  part  of  the  State  which  has  ever  published  text 
books,  and  having  a  complete  stereotyping  outfit  is 
particularlj-  adapted  to  this  class  of  work.  The 
presses  are  run  by  water-motor,  recently  added  to 
the  office.  Altogether  the  business  is  in  a  flourish- 
ing condition,  and  the  success  which  Mr.  Davis  has 
attained  is  solely  due  to  his  energy'  and  good  judg- 
ment, as  well  as  a  thorough  knowledge  of  his  busi- 
ness. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Fulton 
County,  Ga.,  Oct.  27,  1851.  His  paternal  grand- 
father, J.  E.  Davis,  emigrated  to  America  from 
Wales  in  1831,  and  settled  in  what  was  then  Bun- 
combe Count}',  N.  C,  where  he  bought  a  farm  on 
the  Upper  Tennessee.  There  he  spent  the  remain- 
der of  his  life,  dying  about  the  3'ear  1859,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-three  years.  His  wife,  Elvira,  sur- 
vived hirn  several  years,  dying  in  1868,  at  the  age 
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of  ninety-two.  On  the  maternal  side,  tlie  grand- 
|):ii'onli5  were  Henry  and  Louisa  Deweese,  botli  of 
whom  came  fiom  France  and  also  settled  in  Bun- 
combe County,  N.  C.  Henry  Deweese  is  still  liv- 
ing, making  his  home  in  Gilmer  County',  Ga.,  to 
which  the  famil}-  subsequentlj'  removed,  and  he  is 
now  ninety-four  years  old.  His  wife  died  in  1886, 
aged  eighty-nine  years. 

To  Grandfather  Davis  and  wife  tliere  were  born 
nine  children,  six  of  whom  are  yet  living.  The 
deceased  had  all  arrived  at  years  of  maturity. 

Only  seven  of  the  thirteen  children  born  to 
Ilenr}'  and  Louisa  Deweese  are  now  living.  The 
other  six  lived  to  become  men  and  women,  and  all 
atone  time  sojourned  under  the  parental  roof  after 
having  reached  mature  years. 

John  E.  Davis  was  born  in  Wales,  Sept.  23,  1824. 
and  was  therefore  but  seven  years  old  when  he  was 
brought  to  this  country  by  his  parents.  In  his 
youth  he  learned  the  trade  of  cabinet-making,  and 
subsequently  owned  a  large  plantation  near  At- 
lanta, Ga.,  upon  which  he  lived  until  the  outbreak 
of  the  Civil  War.  He  was  a  Union  man  and  a 
member  of  the  State  Convention  which  met  to  de- 
cide whether  the  State  should  secede.  He  voted 
••no"  on  the  question,  and  this  was  undoubtedly 
the  cause  of  his  losing  his  property,  he  being  at 
that  time  a  wealthy  man.  AVhat  he  did  not  lose 
llirough  his  loyalty  to  the  Stars  and  Stripes  he  lost 
Ijy  the  liberation  of  his  slaves  and  by  property 
destroyed  by  Sherman's  array  on  its  famous  march 
to  the  sea.  At  the  close  of  the  war  Mr.  Davis  had 
nothing  of  all  his  possessions  remaining  but  the 
liare  ground,  and  that  he  sold  for  a  low  price.  He 
refused  to  enter  the  Confederate  army,  but  was 
impressed  into  the  mechanical  service.  His  exten- 
sive factory  at  Atlanta,  in  which  he  manufactured 
wagons,  carriages  and  furniture,  was  closed  in  1863. 
In  1869  Mr.  Davis  came  to  Ft.  Scott,  this  State, 
and  soon  afterward  engaged  in  the  grocery  business 
which  he  is  yet  carrying  on,  and  in  which  he  has 
prospered.  He  has  never  held  oflticial  positions, 
uniformly  refusing  those  which  have  been  proffered 
him.  Up  to  the  opening  of  the  war  he  was  a  Whig 
in  politics,  but  is  now  a  stanch  supporter  of  the 
Democratic  party.  He  is  a  man  of  exemplary 
habits  and  character,  upright  and  trustworthy  and 


of  strong  convictions  as  to  right  and  wrong,  always 
doing  what  he  believes  to  be  just.  He  thus  de- 
servedly stands  high  in  the  estimation  of  those  wlio 
know  him. 

Mrs.  Louisa  Davis,  the  mother  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Buncombe  County,  N.  C,  Sept.  26, 
1824,  three  days  after  the  birth  of  her  husband. 
Slie  was  there  reared,  and  a  few  years  after  their 
marriage  she  came  with  her  husband  and  two  chil- 
dren to  Georgia.  She  is  still  living  and  enjoys 
unusually  good  health.  During  all  the  years  of 
her  adult  life  she  has  been  a  consistent  member  of 
the  Baptist  Church,  to  whose  advancement  she  has 
given  liberally  of  her  labor  and  means.  This 
worthy  couple  were  the  parents  of  nine  children, 
one  of  whom,  a  daughter,  Ella,  died  at  the  age  of 
seven  years.  The  survivors  are  recorded  as  fol- 
lows: Elizabeth  A.  was  born  Aug.  10,  1846,  and  is 
the  wife  of  H.  B.  Sabin,  a  carpenter  at  Ft.  Scott, 
Kan. ;  Garrett  H.  is  farming  near  the  old  home- 
stead in  Georgia;  Jefferson  J.  was  the  next  in  or- 
der of  birth;  Robert  is  a  railroad  contractor,  mak- 
ing his  home  at  Ft.  Scott;  William  D.  is  a  com- 
mercial traveler;  Columbus  J.  is  a  stone  and  brick 
mason;  Lee  A.  and  Lawrence  are  commercial  trav- 
elers, the  last-named  four  likewise  making  their 
homes  at  Ft.  Scott. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  a  small  boy  at  the 
outbreak  of  the  Rebellion,  and  the  country  in  which 
he  lived  being  the  theater  of  some  of  its  most 
active  operations,  he  had  but  little  opportunity  to 
attend  school.  His  early  education  was  thus  ob- 
tained at  home.  During  the  latter  years  of  the 
war  he  had  varied  experiences,  and  for  the  last  two 
years  was  engaged  in  selling  papers  and  working 
on  an  engine  on  the  Western  Atlantic  Road  from 
Chattanooga  to  Atlanta.  In  1865,  having  among 
his  other  early  experiences  learned  to  set  type,  he 
went  to  work  on  the  Atlanta  Constitution,  on  its 
revival,  when  its  office  was  established  in  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church,  the  only  building  suitable  for 
the  purpose  left  in  the  city.  In  this  cliurch  sevices 
were  also  held  on  Sunday,  when  the  printing  office 
was  necessarily  closed. 

Young  Davis  was  tiius  occupied  two  years,  and 
then  engaged  on  the  Sun  in  the  same  city.  Tbe 
following  year  he    vvent   to   St.   Louis,    Mo.,   and 
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thence  emigrated  to  New  Orleans,  and  from  there 
to  California,  being  in  vari(jus  places  and  working 
in  each.  During  1871-3  he  published  the  Democrat 
at  Nevada,  Mo.  In  tlie  spring  of  1874  he  estab- 
lished himself  in  Manhattan,  which  has  since  been 
his  home.  For  seven  years  he  worked  in  the  office 
of  the  Nationalist,  having  charge  of  its  mechanical 
department,  and  at  times  of  its  editorial  columns, 
its  proprietor,  Albert  Griffin,  being  frequently  ab- 
sent for  considerable  periods.  He  still  kept  his 
home  here,  although  for  two  j^ears  he  was  super- 
intendent and  telegraph  editor  of  the  Santa  Fe 
Nev-  Mexican.  In  1883  he  returned  to  Manhattan 
and  set  up  a  book  and  job  printing  office.  In  May, 
1884,  he  established  the  Mercury,  which  is  growing 
to  be  an  influential  and  paying  journal. 

On  the  15th  of  March,  1877,  Mr.  Davis  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  B.  Flagg,  a  na- 
tive of  Manhattan,  and  born  Aug.  4,  1860.  Mrs. 
Davis  is  the  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  A.  Flagg, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Massachusetts,  and  a 
part  of  the  colony  which  originally  laid  out  and 
settled  Manhattan  in  185'5.  Mrs.  Flagg  and  her 
sister,  Mrs.  Emeline  Hoar,  still  living  in  Manhattan, 
were  the  two  first  white  women  who  settled  within 
its  limits.  The  father  was,  as  may  be  supposed 
from  his  New  England  birth,  an  ardent  anti-slavery 
man,  and  took  an  active  part  in  the  border  war 
troubles.  He  was  in  the  Union  army,  and  after  its 
close  became  owner  of  a  farm  adjoining  the  city 
limits.  He  died  in  1874.  Of  his  children,  four 
are  now  living,  the  eldest  being  John,  a  printer  and 
publisher  in  Southern  California;  George  is  a  black- 
smith of  Manhattan ;  Mrs.  Davis  was  the  next  in 
order  of  birth;  Ida  is  unmarried  and  lives  with  her 
mother.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis  have  one  child, 
Clarence  J.,  who  was  born  Ai)ril  20,  1879. 

Mr.  Davis  is  connected  with  many  societies,  be- 
ing a  member  of  LaFayette  Lodge.  No.  16,  A.  F. 
&  A.  M.,  of  Manhattan.  He  is  also  a  Chapter 
Mason;  a  member  of  Phtenix  Lodge,  No.  35,  K. 
of  P.;  of  Manhattan  Lodge,  No.  1465,  K.  of  H., 
and  of  Kaw  Valley  Camp,  No.  1011,  M.  W.  of  A. 
He  is  well  known  and  mueli  liked  as  a  thoroughly' 
upright  and  conscientious  man.  Though  not  in 
accord  with  the  majority  of  his  fellow-citizens. 
politically,  his  personal  character  and  tlie  evident 


sincerity  of  his  opinions  give  him  strength  in  the 
community.  The  Mercury,  since  it  was  established 
bj'  Mr.  Davis,  in  May,  1884,  has  grown  and  pros- 
pered, attaining  a  large  circulation  and  enjoying  a 
lucrative  advertising  patronage.  It  is  the  only 
Democratic  paper  published  in  Riley  County.  At 
tlie  time  of  its  establishment,  and  for  some  time 
afterward,  it  was  the  onl}'  one  in  the  Fifth  Con- 
gressional District. 


■^^- 


<iip5;  DWARD  COLEMAN.  This  gentlem.an  fur- 
j|U)  nishes  in  his  life  a  fine  example  of  the  results 
1^^^  of  industry  and  prudent  management.  He 
is  the  proprietor  of  the  "Walnut  Grove  Farm." 
which  consists  of  320  acres  of  fine  land  in  Coleman 
Township,  Washington  County.  The  residence  is 
a  fine  two-story  frame  building,  16x2G  feet,  with  an 
addition  14x20  feet,  and  porches  on  eitiier  side. 
Over  200  acres  of  the  estate  are  under  the  plow, 
the  balance  being  used  as  pasture  and  hay  land.  It 
is  all  well  fenced,  mostly  by  neat  hedges.  About 
200  apple  trees,  125  of  which  are  now  bearing,  to- 
gether with  an  abundance  of  small  fruit,  have  been 
planted.  The  place  is  fui-ther  adorned  by  fully 
10,000  forest  trees.  Altogether  his  home  is  as 
comfortable  and  attractive  as  man  should  wish. 

Mr.  Coleman  was  born  in  Knox  County,  Ohio,  in 
1848.  His  parents  were  Jonas  and  vSarah  Ann  (Rice) 
Coleman,  both  of  whose  fathers  bore  the  given 
name  of  Frederick.  Frederick  Coleman  and  Fred- 
erick Rice  had  served  in  the  Revolutionary  Army. 
When  our  subject  was  eight  years  old,  his  parents 
removed  to  Iowa,  where  thej'  sojourned  a  year. 
They  tiien  removed  to  Minnesota,  where  the  father 
pre-empted  land  on  which  the  parents  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  their  lives.  Their  family  comprised 
nine  children,  of  whom  Edward  was  the  second. 

After  having  come  to  man's  estate,  Mr  Coleman 
spent  some  time  in  Fayette  County,  Iowa.  He  left 
there  on  the  14th  of  Februaiy,  1870,  and  arrived 
in  this  county  on  the  17th  of  March.  He  filed  a 
homestead  claim  to  160  acres  of  land,  on  whieli  he 
proceeded  to  settle.  The  place  did  not  present  ;i 
very  inviting  appearance,  being  unbroken    [irairie. 
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on  which  there  was  not  a  stick  as  large  as  liis  finger. 
His  first  labor  was  to  build  a  "dugout".  This  was 
done  b^-  digging  into  the  side  of  a  bank  some  ten 
or  twelve  feet;  an  upright  pole  with  a  crotch  in 
the  top  was  then  set  up  in  front,  and  from  this  to 
tlie  bank  in  the  rear  anotlier  pole  was  laid;  over 
this,  small  poles,  sunflower  stalks,  weeds,  grass,  etc., 
was  placed;  on  top  of  this  frame  work  was  laid  dirt 
and  sod.  To  this  was  added  a  sod  chimney  with  a 
fire-place  inside,  then  hanging  blankets  up  in  front, 
the  house  was  complete.  A  tea-kettle,  eoffee-pot, 
frying-pan,  and  Dutch  oven,  made  up  the  kitchen 
outfit.  Dry  weather  set  in,  and  it  became  impos- 
sible to  break  prairie.  In  company  with  Mr.  Lan- 
don,  Mr.  Coleman  went  to  the  eastern  part  of  the 
State  to  earn  money,  of  which  they  were  out. 

In  the  fall  of  1871,  Mr.  Coleman  returned  to 
Fayette  County,  Iowa.  There  the  rites  of  wedlock 
were  celebrated  between  himself  and  Miss  Mary 
Soward,  the  daughter  of  D.  F.  Soward  of  that 
county.  The  bride's  parents  were  formerly  from 
Ohio.  She  was  born  in  the  count}',  in  which 
she  was  married.  The  newly  wedded  couple  ar- 
rived in  this  county  in  October.  They  com- 
menced housekeeping  in  what  they  called  a  "quail 
trap,"  it  being-  a  frame  structure  12x16,  without 
plaster  or  lining.  In  this  structure  they  lived  until 
1886,  having  built  several  additions  thereto.  At 
that  date  the_y  erected,  and  have  since  occupied 
their  present  beautiful  dwelling. 

In  1883,  Mr.  Coleman  built  a  barn  36x46  feet. 
It  had  stood  but  fifteen  months,  when,  during  a  se- 
vere thunder  storm  it  was  struck  by  lightning  and 
burned  to  the  ground.  The  catastrophe  occurred 
about  the  12tli  of  August,  just  after  the  hay  and 
oats  had  been  put  up.  The  horses  were  gotten  out, 
but  everything  else  in  the  barn  was  destroyed.  It 
was  insured  for  $700.  and  its  owner  received  1671. 
With  this  he  erected  another  structure  the  same 
size,  with  a  large  addition  on  the  east  side. 

.Since  coming  to  this  county,  Mr.  Coleman  has 
added  200  acres  to  his  original  liomestead.  The 
estate  is  not  only  furnished  with  the  neat  dwelling 
and  stables,  but  has  also  upon  it  a  number  of 
smaller  houses,  cribs,  etc.  Mr.  Coleman  pays  con- 
siderable attention  to  stock,  breeding  some  fine 
horses.     He  now  has  thirteen  horses,  eighty-three 


head  of  cattle,  and  about  100  hogs,  all  of   the  best 
breeds,  on  his  place. 

To  Mr.  Coleman  andChis  "charming  and  intelli- 
gent wife,  four  children  have  been  born.  Thej'  are 
named  respectively:  Katie.  Hardy  D..  Grace  E., 
and  Edna  F.  The}'  are  being  carefully  reared  and 
well  educated.  Mr.  Coleman  is  a  member  of  Had- 
dam  Lodge,  No.  226.  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  He  is  of  Re- 
publican politics.  For  a  number  of  years  he  has 
been  Treasurer  of  the  township,  and  for  one  year 
has  been  a  Trustee.  When  the  new  township  was 
foi'med,  it  was  named  in  his  honor  without  his 
knowledge.  He  is  a  public-spirited  citizen,  inter- 
ested in  everything  which  will  tend  to  advance  the 
interests  of  the  State  and  the  county  which  he  has 
made  his  home.  Progressive  and  honorable  as  an 
agriculturist,  genial,  intelligent  and  upright  as  a 
man,  he  is  highly  regarded  by   his  fellow-citizens. 


\r/  EWIS  LAFLIN  is  one  of  Leanardville's  re- 
jl  (^  tired  business  men  and  an  honorable,  up- 
/'J^--^  right  citizen,  who  enjo3's  the  fullest  confi- 
dence and  respect  of  his  fellow-townsmen.  He  was 
born  in  Springfield,  Vt.,  the  20th  of  June,  1835,  and 
is  a  son  of  Lewis  and  Rosella  Laflin.  Lewis  Laflin, 
Sr.,  was  born  in  Paris,  France,  and  when  only  a 
small  lad  came  with  his  father  to  America.  They 
accompanied  Gen.  Lafayette,  and  upon  their  arrival 
settled  in  Springfield,  Vt.  Lewis  grew  to  maturity 
in  that  place,  and  resi(ied  there  many  years  after 
his  marriage,  but  when  our  subject  was  a  child  the 
father  removed  to  St.  Albans,  in  the  same  State,  in 
which  place  he  died  in  1837.  He  was  a  farmer  by 
occupation,  and  followed  that  pursuit  through  life. 
A  member  of  the  Catholic  Church,  he  was  devout 
and  conscientious  in  regard  to  his  religious  life,  and 
honest  and  upright  in  his  dealings  with  his  fellow- 
men.  Opportunities  for  amassing  fortunes  were 
not  so  plentiful  in  those  liays,  but  Mr.  Laflin  suc- 
ceeded in  providing  a  fair  living  for  his  family, 
but  never  became  wealthy.  Rosella,  his  wife,  was 
born  in  Quebec,  Canada,  and  passed  from  the  stage 
of  earthly  existence  in  St.  Albans,  in  1860.  She 
bore  him  eight  children,  named  respectively:  Ed- 


UGO 
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ward,  Peter.  Abiu-ail,  .lohii,  Olive,  Celia.Mary  and 
Lewis. 

Lewis  Laflin.  the  one  of  whom  we  ^  write,  is  tlie 
youngest  of  these  children.  He  was  reared  on  a 
farm  and  educated  at  St.  Albans.  During  his  youth 
he  followed  the  plow  and  became  a  practical 
farmer.  In  the  year  1854  he  went  to  Fond  du  Lac, 
Wis.,  and  secured  an  engagement  as  an  engineer, 
which  he  pursued  until  1857,  in  which  year  he  went 
to  the  Territory  of  Kansas,  but  shortly  afterwaril 
left  and  started  East.  He  stopped  at  St.  .loseph. 
Mo.,  and  engaged  as  an  engineer  on  a  steamboat 
pl}dng  on  the  Missouri  River.  He  continued  in 
that  occupation  until  1860,  when  he  engaged  in 
farming  until  1862,  and  then  went  to  Cla}-  County, 
Kan.,  and  took  up  a  homestead  on  the  Republican 
River.  In  1863  he  enlisted  in  the  armj'  as  a  priv- 
ate, but  was  soon  afterward  promoted  to  Corporal, 
and  in  that  capacity  served  to  the  close  of  the  war. 
His  field  of  service  lay  in  Missouri,  Arkansas  and 
Dakota.  His  record  as  a  soldier  is  highly  honor- 
able, and  his  comrades  in  arms  can  bear  witness  to 
his  repeated  acts  of  gallantry,  wliich  frequently  won 
for   him   words  of  praise  from  his  superior  ofHcers. 

Peace  having  been  established,  Mr.  Laflin  re- 
turned to  Clay  County,  Kan., and  "turning  his  sword 
into  a  plowshare,"  began  to  till  the  soil,  and  also 
raise  stock  for  the  market.  He  followed  the  dual 
occupation  of  farming  and  stock-raising  until  1883, 
when  lie  removed  to  Leonardville  and  engaged  in 
the  mercantile  business.  He  built  up  a  large  and 
extensive  trade,  and  continued  to  follow  the  busi- 
ness until  1888,  when  he  sold  out  and  retired  from 
the  cares  of  active  life.  During  his  business  career 
he  made  many  warm  friends  by  his  liberal  and  fair 
dealing,  and  their  good  wishes  go  with  him  as  he 
lays  aside  the  duties  of  business  and  devotes  him- 
self to  the  enjoyment  of  his  well-earned  repose.  At 
the  first  election  of  town  otHeers  for  Ijcouardville 
he  was  elected  Mayor,  and  was  re-elected  the  fol- 
lowing year.  He  owns  a  fine  farm  on  sections  9 
and  4  of  Grant  Township.  He  commenced  life  as 
a  poor  man,  and  has  been  the  architect  of  his  own 
fortune,  which  is  a  very  good  one.  The  I.  O.  O.  V. 
Lodge.  Xo.  222,  of  Leonardville.  numbers  him 
among  its  members,  and  the  Republican  party 
counts  upon  his  vote  and  influence, 


The  marriage  of  jMr.  LaHin  and  Miss  Kster  A. 
Phelps  took  place  on  the  6tli  of  July,  1860,  and  has 
since  proved  to  be  a  true  union  of  heart  and  hand. 
Mrs.  Laflin  is  a  daughter  of  Almon  and  Matilda 
(Rugg)  Phelps,  natives  of  New  York,  and  Connec- 
ticut. Mrs.  Laflin  was  born  in  Battle  Creek,  Mich., 
Jan.  23,  1844,  and  i-esided  at  the  time  of  her  mar- 
riage in  Doniphan  County,  Kan.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Laflin  have  had  nine  children  horn  to  them,  named 
respectively:  Norman  A.,  Milton  F.,  Rosella,  Net- 
tie, Nellie,  Lewis,  William,  Eddie,  and  Delos.  Ro- 
sella, Nettie,  Nellie  and  Lewis  are  deceased. 

J[  AMES  D  COLT,  Jk.,  a  well-known  druggist 
I  of  Riley,  Riley  County,  is  carrying  on  a 
I  lucrative  trade  in  his  line,  and  is  recognized 
as  one  of  the  most  stirring  young  business 
men  of  the  place.  In  starting  out  for  himself  he 
received  no  assistance,  but  by  his  own  energy  and 
perseverance  is  attaining  to  a  good  position,  finan- 
ciall}^  while  in  social  circles  he  is  a  favorite  ever3r- 
where.  He  has  not  yet  reached  the  twent3f-third 
year  of  his  age,  having  been  born  Jan.  6, 1867,  and 
is  a  native  of  Kingston,  Tenn. 

James  D.  Colt,  Sr.,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  1826,  and  reared  on  a  farm  in  New  York 
State.  When  a  young  man  he  sought  the  countrj' 
beyond  the  Mississippi,  locating  in  Chickasaw 
County,  Iowa,  where  he  sojourned  until  1866.  Cir- 
cumstances then  effected  his  removal  to  the  South, 
and  he  located  in  Kingston,  Tenn.,  where  he  lived 
until  1876.  We  next  find  him  in  Kenton,  Ohio,wliere 
he  is  still  living  and  engaged  as  a  manufacturer. 
He  is  a  man  in  moderate  circumstances,  a  peaceable 
and  law-abiding  citizen,  and  respected  by  his  towns- 
men. He  supports  the  principles  of  the  Republican 
party,  and  is  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  He  married  Miss  Melissa 
Eager,  who  was  born  in  New  York  State  and  still 
survives.  They  are  the  parents  of  four  children — 
Fred  E. .Minnie,  Abbie  and  James  D. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  youngest  child 
of  his  parents,  and  was  ten  years  old  when,  leaving 
his  native  State,  he  removed  to  Kenton,  Ohio,  with 
the  family,  and  there  received  an  academic  educa- 
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tion,  being  graduated  from  the  Kenton  High  School 
in  1865.  He  commenced  his  business  career  as 
clerk  in  a  drug-store  at  that  place,  and  in  1886 
came  to  Leonard ville,  Kan.,  with  his  brother  Fred, 
and  engaged  in  the  drug  business  until  1887.  That 
year  he  established  himself  in  the  same  business  in 
Riley  Center,  but  in  1887,  removed  to  Riley,  of 
which  he  is  now  a  resident.  He  is  a  Republican  in 
politics,  and  socially,  a  member  in  good  standing 
of  Garfield  Lodge,  No.  235,  A.F.  &  A.  M  ,  atLeon- 
ludville.     He  is  unmarried. 


R.  CARL  W.  LINDNER,  Cashier  of  the 
Farmers  &  Merchants'  Bank  of  Clay  Cen- 
ter, appears  admirably  adapted  to  the 
duties  of  his  position  and  has  contributed 
materially  to  its  standing  and  success.  This  bank 
was  established  in  January,  1877,  opening  for  busi- 
ness on  the  1st  of  the  month,  and  is  the  oldest  in- 
stitution of  the  kind  in  the  Republican  Valley. 
Its  first  president  was  H.  H.  Taylor;  its  flrst  vice- 
president.  Col.  M.  M.  Miller;  and  its  cashier,  John 
A.  Moss.  It  was  brought  into  existence  largely 
through  the  instrumentality  of  U.  H.  Emrick,  N. 
GoUober  and  G.  Kuhule,  and  Dr.  Lindner  served 
as  President  from  1880  until  1884  when  he  be- 
came Cashier.  It  has  a  paid-up  capital  of  $50,000 
and  does  a  thriving  and  steadily  increasing  busi- 
ness. 

Dr.  Lindner  was  born  in  Marietta,  Ohio,  Aug. 
23,  1845,  and  when  an  infant  was  taken  by  his  par- 
ents to  Virginia.  His  father.  Dr.  Ernst  Lindner, 
was  born  in  Germany,  in  1819,  and  came  to  Amer- 
ica when  nineteen  years  old,  after  having  served 
under  King  Louis  Phillippe,  in  the  French  Army. 
After  his  arrival  upon  American  soil  he  sojourned, 
for  a  time,  in  the  city  of  Washington,  and  thence 
went  to  Washington  County ,Ohio.  His  parents  were 
noted  teachers  and  died  early  in  life,  in  German}'. 
Dr.  Ernst  Lindner  sojourned  near  Marietta,  Ohio, 
and  established  a  silk  manufactory,  one  of  the  first 
in  the  United  States,  which  he  operated  success- 
fully and  extensively.  Later,  he  was  delegated  to 
go  through  the  State  of  Florida  selecting  lands 
for  German  emigrants.     He  went  down  the  river 


on  a  flat-lioat  and  embarked  on  the  ocean  in  a  little 
sloop. 

At  M.arietta,  Ohio.  Ernst  Lindner  was  married 
to  Miss  Caroline  Crawford  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  five  children,  all  of  whom  lived  to  m.-" 
ture  years,  and  of  whom  Carl  W.  was  the  eldest. 
Soon  after  his  marriage  he  commenced  the  study 
of  medicine  with  Dr.  Sianteu,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
uncle  of  the  then  Secretary  of  State,  Edwin  M. 
Stanton,  who  became  prominent  under  Lincoln's 
administration.  He  took  his  degree  in  one  of  the 
Cleveland  medical  institutions,  and  commenced  the 
practice  of  his  profession  in  Marietta,  whence 
later  he  went  to  Kentucky.  He  was  thus  occupied 
until  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War. 

In  1861,  the  father  of  our  subject  enlisted  in  the 
36th  Ohio  Infantry  as  an  Adjutant  in  the  1st  Regi- 
ment, commanded  by  Gen.  Crook.  He  was  ill  for 
man}'  months  and  finally  resigned,  but  later  re- 
turned to  the  army  and  was  given  a  Colonel's  com- 
mission. Again  he  was  compelled  to  resign  on 
the  account  of  illness,  and  returning  to  Ohio  re- 
mained there  until  1878.  In  the  fall  of  that  year 
he  came  to  K.ansas,  landing  in  Clay  Center  on  the 
3d  of  September.  Thereafter  he  spent  his  time  in 
Kansas,  Ohio  and  Florida,  in  each  of  which  States 
he  bad  property-,  and  was  not  particularly  engaged 
in  anj'  other  business  than  looking  after  it.  After 
its  organization  he  was  a  strong  supporter  of  the 
Republican  party.  He  held  the  office  of  County 
Treasurer,  two  terms,  in  Washington^County,  Ohio. 

Mrs.  Caroline  (Crawford)  Lindner,  the  mother 
of  our  subject,  was  born  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
in  1824,  and  was  the  daughter  of  William  and  Caro- 
line Crawford,  who  were  among  the  first  persons 
landing  at  old  Ft.Harraer,  now  Marietta,Ohio.  They 
settled  on  a  tract  of  land  from  which  the  father 
cleared  a  farm,  mostly  with  his  own  hands,  at  a 
a  time  when  most  of  his  neighbors  were  Indians, 
and  he  was  twelve  miles  from  a  trading  post. 
Upon  that  place  he  lived  and  died,  passing  away 
about  1845.  The  mother  survived  her  husband  a 
number  of  years,  passing  away  April  22,  1881,  at 
the  advanced  age  of  eighty-five  years.  Miss  Caro- 
line grew  to  womanhood  on  the  farm  thus  built  up 
from  the  wilderness,  and  was  there  married  to  Dr. 
Lindner. 
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The  subject  of  this  sketch  spent  his  early  years 
on  the  farm  near  where  the  town  of  Marietta, 
finally  grew  up,  and  in  the  latter  completed  his 
early  studies.  During  the  second  year  of  the  Civil 
War  he  enlisted,  on  May  28,  1862,  iu  Company  F, 
S.'ith  Ohio  Infantry,  but  on  account  of  his  age  was 
rejected.  After  a  few  weeks  there  was  a  call  for 
more  volunteers,  and  he  was  the  first  man  to  enroll 
his  name  in  the  same  regiment  among  those  who 
desired  to  go  to  the  front.  At  the  expiration  of 
the  three  months  he  enlisted  in  Company  G,  36th 
Ohio  Infantry,  which  was  assigned  to  the  14lh 
Corps,  Army  of  the  Cumberland.  They  werfe 
ordered  to  Ringgold,  Ga.,  then  returned  and  set 
out  with  Sheridan  on  iiis  famous  campaign  through 
the  Shenandoaii  Valley.  Mr.  Lindner  assisted  in 
the  fight  at  Winchester.  Fislier  Hill  and  Cedar 
Creek,  and  for  tliree  years  thereafter  was  on  duty 
constantly-,  never  missing  a  da}-.  At  the  close  of 
the  war  he  received  his  honorable  discharge  and 
was  mustered  out  at  Columbus,  Ohio.  He  had 
been  promoted  to  a  Corporal,  and  was  frequently 
assigned  to  special  service.  He  was  only  twenty 
years  old  at  the  close  of  the  war,  after  serving 
three  years  and  three  months. 

Upon  retiring  from  the  service,  jMr.  Lindner  at- 
tended the  Normal  School  at  Lebanon,  C)hio,  one 
term,  and  later  taught  five  terms  in  Washington 
County.  He  then  began  the  stud}-  of  medicine 
under  the  instruction  of  Dr.  John  Bohl,  of  Water- 
town,  Ohio,  taking  his  lectures  at  the  Cincinnati 
Miami  Medical  College,  from  which  he  was  grad- 
uated. In  1869  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Mary  Bohl,  and  later  came  to  .Junction  tity. 
arriving  in  Clay  County  on  the  3d  of  March,  1870. 
Part  of  the  journey  was  made  on  a  construction 
train,  and  later  the  Doctor  walked  across  the  plains, 
and  for  the  first  time  saw  a  prairie.  He  purchased 
a  compass,  shot-gun  and  and  haversack,  and  jour- 
neyed four  or  five  days  until  reaching  Waterville. 
Here  he  located  for  practice,  and  at  the  same  time 
took  up  a  homestead  claim  in  what  is  now  Garfield 
Township.  He  built  a  little  12x16  stone  house,  the 
first  structure  of  this  material  in  the  county, 
quarrying  the  stone  himself.  Later,  ho  began 
breaking  the  soil  and  putting  u|)  a  stable  and  other 
buildings. 


Earl}-  in  the  winter  following.  Dr.  Lindner  re- 
turned to  Ohio  for  his  wife,  coming  back  in  De- 
cember, and  about  that  time  the  emigrants  began 
to  arrive  in  goodly  numbers,  and  his  practice 
increased  accordingly.  He  remained  on  his  farm 
until  1872,  then  removing  to  Morganville,  which 
was  at  that  time  looked  upon  as  the  terminus  of  the 
C.  B.  &  U.  P.  Railroad.  In  January,  1874,  on  ac- 
count of  the  illness  of  their  child,  Mrs.  Lindner 
returned  to  Ohio  and  died  there.  Dr.  Lindner 
after  the  last  sad  rites  were  performed  came  back  to 
K.ansas  and  on  the  2d  of  March,  IS?."),  settled  on  a 
part  of  the  present  site  of  Clay  Center.  In  the  pros- 
ecution of  his  chosen  calling  he  rode  over  Cloud, 
Rile}-  and  Washington  counties,  going  frequently 
thirty  and  forty  miles  each  way.  In  1881  for  the 
third  time  he  returned  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  for  a 
course  of  lectures  and  then  spent  two  years  in 
Florida,  where  he  purchased  .and  still  owns  a  home, 
and  usually  spends  his  winters  there. 

Upon  his  return  to  Kansas,  in  1883,  Dr.  Lindner 
became  interested  in  the  Farmers  &  Merchants' 
Bank  of  Clay  Center  and  likewise  in  real-estate 
in  this  city  and  various  other  parts  of  Kansas.  He 
is  a  favorite  both  in  business  and  social  circles  and 
belongs  to  Lodge  No.  34,  Bethany  Chapter  and 
Coronado  Commandery  No.  20,  K.  T.  To  the 
Doctor  and  his  estimable  wife  have  been  born  four 
children,  three  of  whom  are  living,  namely: 
Blanche,  Eaton  and  Carl  Jr.,  and  who  are  all  at 
home  with  their  parents,  and  will  be  given  the  best 
advantages  which  ample  means  can  afford. 


.^o^|*4#^ 


County,  is  well  known  and  highly 


HARLES  E.  GEAR,  County  Clerk  of  Clay 

^^{  both  as  a  citizen  and  public  servant,  lie 
has  been  one  of  the  most  successful  farmers 
in  Mulberry  Township,  Clay  County,  and  has 
a  well-regulated  estate  which  is  pleasantly  located 
on  sections  14  and  24,  the  residence  being  on  the 
latier.  His  landed  possessions  comprise  240  acres, 
all  of  which  have  been  brought  to  a  good  state  of 
cultivation  and  upon  which  the  proprietor  has 
erected  substantial  farm  buildings.  He  h.as  a  fine 
lot  of  fruit  trees,  both  small  and  large,  on   the  80- 
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acre  tract  and  the  whole  premises  are  highly  indi- 
cative of  enterprise  and  progress. 

Mr.  Gear  came  to  Clay  County  in  1874,  and 
purchased  land  although  not  settling  here  until 
four  yeans  later.  He  has  made  all  the  improve- 
ments where  he  lives,  these  involving  the  labors  of 
several  years  and  the  outlay  of  considerable  hard 
cash.  Prior  to  his  removal  to  Kansas  he  had  been 
a  resident  of  Jo  Daviess  County,  111.,  of  which  he 
was  a  native,  having  been  boru  in  Guilford  Town- 
ship, April  7,  1840.  His  father,  AVilliam  T.  Gear, 
was  a  native  of  New  York  State,  and  a  son  of  Charles 
Gear,  likewise  born  there  and  who,  in  1827,  in 
company  with  his  brother,  Capt.  H.  H.  Gear,  re- 
moved to  Illinois  and  located  in  what  is  now  Gal- 
ena, on  the  Fever  River.  They  had  become  con- 
siderably interested  in  the  lead  mines  and  assisted 
in  building  up  the  town  of  Galena,  being  very  suc- 
cessful and  were  included  among  its  leading  citizens. 
Some  time  prior  to  the  death  of  Charles  Gear,  he 
removed  to  Shullsburg,  Wis.,  and  died  there  in 
1853,  at  the  age  of  sixty-one  years.  He  was  a 
Whig,  politicalljs  and  had  served  in  Jo  Davie.ss 
County,  111.,  as  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  manj' 
years.  He  was  prominent  in  the  Masonic  fraternity 
— in    fact   the    father    of    Masonry    in    Northern 

William  T.  Gear,  the  father  of  our  subject  was 
nine  years  old  when  his  father,  Charles,  removed  to 
Jo  Daviess  County,  III.,  and  he  was  there  reared  in 
the  mining  regions,  assisting  in  smelting  and  other 
work  connected  therewith.  He  received  a  limited 
education  and  like  his  father  before  him,  attained 
to  a  useful  and  vigorous  manhood.  After  remov- 
ing to  Wisconsin,  he  became  Count}-  Surveyor  of 
La  Fayette  County,  also  Postmaster  of  Benton,  and 
for  some  time  was  Register  of  Deeds.  In  1852,  in 
company  with  others,  he  crossed  the  plains  to  Cali- 
fornia with  mule  teams  and  after  six  years  spent  in 
the  mining  regions  of  Sacramento  and  Marysville, re- 
turned, in  the  si)ring  of  1857,  to  his  family,  they  in 
the  meantime  having  returned  to  Illinois.  On  the 
Pacific  Slope  he  had  had  a  varied  experience  with  a 
cosmopolitan  people  and  Indians.  He  continued  a 
resident  of  Jo  Daviess  County,  111.,  until  his  de- 
cease in  1880,  which  came  about  in  a  sudden  and 
painful  manner,  he  having  been  thrown  from  a  load 


of  hay  drawn  by  a  runaway  team.  He  was  then 
sixty-two  years  old.  He  had  been  prominent  in 
local  affairs  and  represented  Guilford  Township,  in 
the  County  Board  of  Supervisors.  Politically,  he 
was  first  a  Whig  and  then  a  Republican. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  married  in  Jo  Da- 
viess County,  111.,  to  Miss  Eliza  Day,  a  native  of 
New  Hampshire  and  the  daughter  of  an  old  New 
England  family.  She  emigrated  with  her  parents 
when  quite  young  to  Sangamon  County,  111., 
whence  later  they  removed  to  Jo  Daviess  County. 
The  maternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  were 
Erastus  and  Exie  (Mason)  Day.  They  spent  their 
last  days  in  New  Diggings,  Wis.,  dying  when 
ripe  in  years.  Mrs.  Eliza  Gear  is  still  living,  mak- 
ing her  home  with  a  daughter  in  Sheffield,  Iowa, 
and  is  now  seventy  years  old.  She  and  her  hus- 
band united]  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
early  in  life.  The  latter,  like  his  father  before 
him,  was  an  active  member  of  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity. 

Charles  E.  Gear  was  the  second  of  nine  children, 
five  sons  and  four  daughters,  all  of  whom  are  liv- 
ing and  seven  are  married.  Charles  spent  his  child- 
hood and  youth  under  the  parental  roof  and  acquired 
a  practical  education  in  the  common  schools.  He 
taught  school  thereafter  at  times  and  also  engaged 
as  clerk  in  a  store  at  Galena,  until  coming  to  Kan- 
sas. He  was  married  May  10,  1870,  in  Galena,  to 
Miss  Camilla  Burton,  who  was  born  near  that  city 
in  its  infancy,  Oct.  28,  1851,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
Benjamin,  a  brother  of  John  Burton  of  Jo  Daviess 
Count}'.  Benjamin  Burton  was  born  in  York- 
shire, England,  whence  he  emigrated  at  an  early 
day  to  Northern  Illinois,  dying  there  in  1873 
at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years.  He  was  a  success- 
ful man  financially  and  a  useful  member  of  the 
community.  His  wife,  Mrs.  Lavina  (Tippet)  Bur- 
ton, passed  away  many  years  prior  to  the  decease  of 
her  husband  and  when  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Gear,  w.as 
a  child  of  five  years.  The  latter  was  reared  by  her 
father  and  stepmother.  Of  her  union  with  our 
subject  there  have  been  boru  two  children — Mabel 
E.  and  Mason  C.  Mr.  .and  Mrs.  Gear  are  members 
of  the  Baptist  Church  in  which  our  subject  officiates 
as  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school.  Politi- 
cally,   Mr.  Gear  is  a  sound    Republican   and    may 
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always  be  found  encouraging  the  enterprises  calcu- 
lated for  the  welfare  and  advancement  of  the 
people  around  him.  He  is  one  of  the  Township 
Trustees  and  for  the  past  nine  years  has  officiated 
either  as  Township  Clerk  or  Trustee;  also  as  a 
member  of  the  School  Board.  Socially,  he  is  iden- 
tified with  the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  of  Clifton.  He  was 
nominated  in  October,  1889,  by  the  Republican 
party  as  County  Clerk  of  Riley  County,  and  was 
elected  by  42  majority. 
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EORGE  W.  PETERSON,  one  of  the  self- 
made  men  of  Riley  County,  is  the  gentleman 
whose  name  heads  this  sketch.  He  was 
born  in  Sweden  in  1859,  on  tiie  first  day  of  that 
year.  His  parents,  Charles  J.  and  Charlotta  (An- 
derson) Peterson,  natives  of  Sweden,  emigrated  to 
America  in  1866,  and  settled  in  Jamestown,  N.  V. 
Mrs.  Peterson  died  there  some  years  ago,  but  Mr. 
Peterson  still  makes  it  his  home,  and  continues  to 
work  at  his  trade  of  a  cabinet-maker.  Tliey  were 
the  parents  of  five  children,  viz :  .Josephine,  George 
W.,  Alice,  Frank  and  Emma. 

George  W.  Peterson  was  six  years  of  age  when 
his  parents  came  to  this  country,  hence  lie  does  not 
remember  much  of  his  native  land,  but  is  a  true 
American  in  thought  and  speech.  He  was  reared 
in  Jamestown,  and  attended  its  common  schools, 
where  he  received  a  fair  education,  but  he  has  added 
to  what  he  received  in  school  by  a  diligent  course 
of  reading  and  study,  selecting  such  subjects  as 
seemed  of  most  practical  importance.  He  is,  tliere- 
fore,  very  well  informed  in  all  branches  of  knowl- 
edge pertaining  to  practical  affairs,  and  well  quali- 
fied to  take  a  leading  part  in  business  circles. 
However,  while  making  "practical"  knowledge  his 
main  study,  he  has  not  wholly  neglected  the  minor 
graces  and  refinements  of  civilized  life,  but  is  suf- 
ficently  well  versed  in  the  subjects  of  modern 
philosophy  and  ivsthetical  culture  to  be  able  to  take 
his  place  in  the  most  cultivated  society. 

In  IT 78  Mr.  Peterson  emigrated  to  Kansns,  and 
found  employment  as  a  clerk,  following  that  occu- 
pation  in   Blue   Rapids,  Mariadahl,  Randolph  and 


Leonardville.  He  moved  to  the  latter  place  in 
1884.  .ind  has  since  given  the  greater  part  of  his 
time  to  farming.  He  owns  280  acres  of  fine  land 
in  Sherman  and  Bala  Townships,  and  is  also  owner 
of  the  grain  elevator  at  Leonardville,  ^besides 
other  valuable  real  estate.  He  is  at  present  con- 
nected with  the  J.  H.  Jenkins  banking  establish- 
ment, at  Leonardville,  his  varied  acquirements 
making  him  an  important  acquisition  to  that  con- 
cern. He  is  reasonably  active  in  political  matters, 
and  has  been  rewarded  bj'  his  party.  Republican, 
with  an  office  of  trust  and  responsibility,  viz;  Town- 
ship Trustee  of  Bala  Township,  and  upon  the  com- 
pletion of  his  term  of  office  was  re-elecled  by  an 
emphatic  majority,  in  1888,  and  is,  therefore,  the 
present  incumbent.  He  is  popular  with  all  classes, 
and  although  he  started  in  life  quite  poor,  has,  by 
the  exercise  of  good  judgment  and  legitimate  busi- 
ness methods,  acquired  a  large  share  of  wealth 
without  sacrificing  his  integrity. 

As  long  as  he  lives,  our  subject  will  remember 
the  10th  of  February,  1883,  as  on  that  day  he  took 
to  wife  the  amiable  and  accomplished  Miss  Bettie 
Anderson,  of  Randolph,  Kan.  She  was  born  in 
Butler  County,  Kan.,  in  1864,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
Samuel  and  Margaret  Anderson,  natives  of  Sweden^ 
who  came  to  America  many  years  ago.  Mrs.  Peter- 
son is  a  true  woman  in  every  relation  in  life,  and  a 
valued  member  of  the  social  circle  in  which  they 
move.  Two  children  have  come  to  share  their  home 
and  loving  care,  named  by  the  fond  parents.  Earl 
W.  and  Arthur  G.  They  are  bright  and  affection- 
ate little  fellows,  and  give  promise  of  making  an 
honorable  career  for  themselves,  when  time  shall 
have  added  a  few  years  more  to  their  present 
number. 

ILLIARD  F.  ROBERTS  is  contributing 
liis  quota  to  the  agricultural  interests  of 
"Washington  County  by  tilling  170  acres 
of  land  on  section  29,  Charleston  Town- 
ship, seventy  acres  of  which  belong  to  his  wife. 
Mr.  Roberts,  without  making  any  great  stir  in  the 
world,  may  be  classed  among  the  steady-going  citi- 
zens who  assist  in  forming  the  solid  basis  of  the 
community,  upholding    its   best    interests,  morally. 
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socially  and  financially.  He  is  a  native  of  Law- 
rence Count}',  Ky,,  and  was  born  Feb.  27,  1854, 
being  the  son  of  George  W.  and  .Iiilia  (Burton) 
Roberts. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  less  than  a  year 
old  when  his  parents,  leaving  Kentucky',  emigrated 
across  the  Mississippi  into  Western  Missouri.  The 
following  year,  however,  the}-  removed  to  Leaven- 
worth, Kan.,  and  later  to  Johnson  County.  In  that 
county  Milliard  F.  grew  to  man's  estate,  acquiring 
his  education  in  the  district  schools.  In  1875  he 
took  up  his  abode  in  Washington  County,  locating 
first  on  section  17,  Charleston  Township,  where  he 
purchased  160  acres  of  land.  Upon  this  he  effected 
considerable  improvement,  then,  selling  out,  pur- 
chased land  on  section  25,  and  repeated  the  pro- 
cess, improving  this  farm  also.  After  leaving  this, 
he  improved  another  farm  on  section  28,  and  be- 
came the  owner  of  a  farm  on  section  20. 

Mr.  Roberts  settled  on  the  farm  which  he  now 
operates  in  1888.  His  family  consists  of  his  wife 
and  three  children,  the  latter  named  respectively: 
Leonard,  Lester  and  Clyde.  His  estimable  wife, 
to  whom  he  was  married  in  1878,  was  formerly 
Miss  Ophelia,  daughter  of  A.  J.  and  Mary  Ann 
Thompson.  Mrs.  Roberts  was  born  in  Union 
County,  Iowa,  May  4,  1855,  and  remained  there 
witii  her  parents  until  1878.  Politicall}',  Mr.  Rob- 
erts votes  the  straiglit  Republican  ticket,  and  has 
served  as  Township  Trustee  for  the  last  two  years. 
He  is  quite  prominent  in  local  affairs,  and  is  fre- 
qently  sent  as  a  delegate  to  county  conventions. 

EWIS  A.  PALMER,  editor   and  proprietor 

kof  the  Local  Neics.  is  a  native  of  Warren 
County,  Pa.,  born  Jan.  15,  1865.  His  par- 
ents are  Richard  and  Susan  (Binehower)  Palmer, 
the  former  born  in  the  eastern  part  of  New  York 
in  1833,  and  the  latter  in  Ashland  County,  Ohio, 
in  1837.  Richard  Palmer  was  brought  up  to 
farming,  which  avocation  he  followed  in  Warren 
County.  Pa.,  both  before  and  after  his  marriage, 
combining  with  it  the  business  of  lumbering.  He 
was  married  in  Ohio,  where  he  became  acquainted 
with  his   wife  while  traveling,  selling   musical  in- 


struments, he  being  quite  a  musician.  After  his 
marriage,  he  returned  to  Pennsylvania,  where  he 
lived  on  a  farm  in  Warren  County,  owned  In-  his 
father,  Levi  Palmer,  who  is  still  living  there,  at  an 
advanced  age.  He  continued  to  live  there  until  he 
and  his  wife  emigrated  to  Kansas,  in  1870,  _with 
the  five  children  born  to  them  in  Pennsylvania. 
They  came  direct  to  Clay  County,  where  Mr. 
Palmer  took  up  a  homestead,  on  which  he  still 
lives.  The  country  was  then  new  and  unsettled, 
and  he  had  but  a  few  neighbors  within  a  distance 
of  five  miles.  When  he  had  procured  his  home- 
stead, Mr.  Palmer  had  but  a  couple  of  dollars,  in  his 
pocket,  but  by  industry  and  good  management,  he 
acquired  means,  and  he  now  owns  a  fine  farm  of 
200  acres  of  land,  with  good  buildings,  orchard, 
well  fenced,  and  all  under  a  good  state  of  cultiva- 
tion. He  is  a  self-made  man,  who  never  had  any 
early  advantages,  and  all  that  he  has  is  the  direct 
result  of  his  own  labors.  His  wife  died  Aug.  26. 
1889. 

Mrs.  P.almer  was  a  daughter  of  German  parents, 
who  were  eminent  in  business  circles  in  Ashland 
County,  Ohio,  and  were  wealthy  and  respected. 
Her  first  husband  was  a  Mr.  Freer,  by  whom  she 
became  the  mother  of  one  child,  Alice,  who  makes 
her  home  with  her  step-father.  Mrs.  Palmer  was 
an  industrious,  energetic,  and  capable  woman,  who 
took  a  great  pride  in  bringing  up  her  children  to 
be  good  men  and  women.  She  was  also  an  earnest 
Christian,  and  for  the  last  fifteen  or  twenty  years 
of  her  life  was  a  devout  and  consistent  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  In  1880  she  be- 
becarae  an  invalid,  but  struggled  on  for  several 
years,  and  in  the  winter  of  1884-85  had  a  wonder- 
ful operation  performed  at  St.  Luke's  Hospital, 
Chicago,  by  which  a  large  tumor,  weighing  forty- 
one  pounds,  was  removed.  She  at  once  improved, 
and  for  about  two  years  was  in  excellent  health, 
when  she  was  attacked  by  an  internal  cancerous  af- 
fection, which  terminated  her  life  after  intense  suf- 
fering, which  she  bore  witli  sweet  Cin-istian  patience 
and  resignation.  She  was  a  good  wife  and  mother, 
and  her  loss  was  a  great  blow  to  her  bereaved  hus- 
band and  affectionate  children. 

Besides  the  five  children  born  in  Pennsylvania, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Palmer  had  one  born  in  Kansas.  The 
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names  of  the  children,  in  the  order  of  their  births, 
are  as  follows:  Levi  died  in  Clay  County,  Kan.,  at 
the  age  of  nineteen ;  Kittie  was  a  school  teacher, 
and  is  now  the  wife  of  Charles  Harbaugh,  a  well- 
to-do  farmer  of  Clay  County;  Lewis  A.  came  next; 
Lester,  Elva  and  Inez,  are  all  unmarried,  and  all 
teachers,  and  all  make  their  homes  with  their  father, 
excepting  Lewis  A.,  who  resides  in  Clifton.  The 
children  have  inherited  the  musical  talent  of  their 
father,  and  are  all  musicians  of  considerable  celeb- 
rity. The  youngest  four  form  a  quartette  whose 
services  are  in  great  demand,  and  all  sing  in  the 
choir  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  at  Clifton. 
Lewis  A.  Palmer  was  but  five  years  old  when  his 
parents  came  to  Kansas.  His  education  was  ob- 
tained in  the  district  schools  of  Clay  County,  sup- 
plemented by  a  term  in  the  graded  school  at 
Clifton.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  began  teach- 
ing school  in  Clay  County.  He  taught  one  term, 
and  then  went  on  to  his  father's  farm,  and  for  two 
years  he  farmed  in  summer  and  taught  school  in 
winter.  When  twenty-one  years  old,  he  took  a 
trip  to  the  western  part  of  Kansas,  and  in  Graham 
County  took  up  a  homestead,  which  was  contested, 
and  he  by  that  transaction  lost  all  his  means,  and 
for  a  month  worked  in  a  hotel  as  night-clerk  for 
his  board  and  lodging.  He  bettered  himself  some- 
what by  going  to  another  hotel,  in  which  he  staid 
but  another  month,  when  he  procured  a  situation 
as  grain  buyer  and  book-keeper  for  a  milling  com- 
pany. In  that  position  he  remained  eight  months, 
when  he  returned  home.  Tlie  following  season  he 
worked  for  his  father,  and  the  next  winter  taught 
school,  and  then  bought  an  interest  in  the  paper 
which  he  now  owns.  On  the  1st  of  March,  1889, 
he  became  sole  proprietor  of  the  office.  Since  then 
he  has  greatly  improved  it,  and  has  won  for  the 
paper  a  good  name,  which  it  had  lacked  in  its  earlier 
days.  It  is  now  counted  one  of  the  bright,  newsy 
papers  of  Washington  and  Cla}'  counties.  Since 
Mr.  Palmer  took  possession  of  the  paper  it  has 
gained  over  300  subscribers,  and  its  circulation  is 
still  steadily  increasing.  The  office  is  well  supjilied 
with  the  facilities  for  job  printing,  of  which  it  has 
a  large  trade,  and  the  paper  has  likewise  a  fine 
patronage,  Mr.  Palmer's  conduct  of  it  giving  satis- 
faction  to  the  business  men  and    people  generally. 


Mr.  Palmer  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  in  Clifton,  and  was  Superintendent 
of  its  Sabbath-school  in  1888.  He  is  Correspond- 
ing Secretary  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  and  is  a  young 
gentleman  who  has  the  entire  confidence  and  re- 
spect of  the  people  among  whom  he  lives.  His  suc- 
cess is  indeed  flattering  to  him,  as  he  started  for 
himself  without  the  aid  of  a  dollar,  and  what  he  has 
since  accumulated  is  entirely  the  result  of  his  own 
industr}-,  good  management,  and  upright  life  and 
conduct. 

^jTH^ENEDICT  L.  BREDBERG.  The  polished 
11^^  Mayor  of  Leonardville,  Riley  County,  is 
/^)jll  the  gentleman  whose  life  is  briefly  outlined 
'^^i^^  in  the  following  sketch,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
a  perusal  of  it  will  encourage  a  proper  ambition  in 
the  young  of  either  sex  who  may  chance  to  read  it. 
Mr.  Bredberg  was  born  in  Mariestad,  Westergot- 
land,  Sweden,  Ma}'  27,  1848,  to  Chamberlain  Ben- 
edict C.  and  Aurora  E.  (Anderson)  Bredberg. 

Benedict  C.  Bredberg  was  born  in  the  same  place 
as  our  subject,  in  1810,  and  departed  this  life  in 
186.3.  He  was  a  very  wealthy  man,  and  for  many 
years  was  Chamberlain  (a  title  given  by  the  Crown) 
of  the  "Orebro"  private  bank  at  Mariestad.  He 
and  his  family  were  all  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Church,  which  is  the  State  Church  of  Sweden,  and 
his  grandfather,  Benedict  Bredberg,  was  a  noted 
Lutheran  divine  of  Sweden,  and  held  a  government 
position  in  the  church  similar  to  that  of  a  bishop 
in  this  countrj'.  He  was  a  man  of  great  wealth  and 
prominence,  and  was  loved  and  revered  in  every 
portion  of  his  native  country.  Aurora  E.  Ander- 
son, the  mother  of  our  subject,  was  also  born  in 
Mariestad,  April  5,  1824,  and  journeyed  to  her 
heavenly  home  in  1884.  She  was  a  daughter  of 
Alderman  John  Anderson  of  Mariestad,  Sweden. 
He  was  a  government  official,  also  an  extensive 
manufacturer  of  and  dealer  in  leather.  The  union 
of  Benedict  C.  and  Aurora  E.  Bredberg  was  ce- 
mented and  blessed  by  the  birth  of  three  children, 
named  respectively:  Hermena  E.  M.,  Hulda  C.  A., 
and  Benedict  L.  The  two  sisters  are  still  residents 
of  Sweden. 

Our  subject  was  reared  at  his  parents'  home  in 
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Mariestad,  and  enjoyed  the  best  educational  ad- 
vantages that  his  native  land  could  afford.  After 
finishing  his  elementary  course  of  instruction  at 
iiome  he  went  to  some  of  tlie  most  noted  institu- 
tions of  learning  in  Sweden,  and  upon  the  comple- 
tion of  his  various  courses  was  graduated  with  high 
".lonor.  Upon  leaving  school  he  was  master  of 
nine  languages,  speaking  and  writing  all  of  them 
fluently.  In  1869  he  emigrated  to  America  and 
located  at  Junction  City,  Kan.,  and  while  there 
worked  at  anything  honorable  that  he  could  get  to 
do.  After  eleven  months  spent  in  that  manner  he 
found  employment  at  clerking,  working  in  that  ca- 
pacity in  Junction  City,  Manhattan  and  Leonard- 
ville  until  1882.  At  Manhattan  he  was  employed 
liy  E.  B.  Purcell  for  five  years;  at  Leonard- 
ville  he  was  with  tiie  Erpelding  Brothers  for  up- 
ward of  a  year.  In  1883  he  engaged  in  the  mer- 
cantile business  at  Leonardville,  and  has  success- 
fully conducted  it  from  that  time  to  the  present. 
He  is  in  the  book,  stationery  and  jewelry  business, 
and  is  also  proprietor  of  a  flour  and  feed  store. 
He  is  highl}' esteemed  in  social  and  business  circles, 
and  is  worth  about  $5,000,  although  he  came  to 
this  country  with  only  880  in  his  possession.  Pluck 
and  perseverance  have  placed  him  where  he  is,  and 
go  far  to  show  what  can  be  done  by  skill,  deter- 
mination and  energ3'  in  carving  out  a  fortune. 
He  owns  some  fine  property  in  Leonardville,  and 
is  the  present  Mayor.  Politically,  Mr.  Bredberg  is 
a  Democrat,  and  takes  a  deep  interest  in  all  matters 
relating  to  the  welfare  of  his  adopted  country.  He 
served  one  term  as  School  Director  of  the  city 
schools,  his  term  ending  in  July,  1889. 

Mr,  Bredberg  is  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of 
considerable  prominence  in  Kansas',  being  connected 
with  Lodge  No.  17  at  Manhattan,  No.  222  .at  Leon- 
ardville, and  Encampment  No.  42  at  Manhattan, 
and  is  Past  Grand  in  each.  He  has  served  as 
Junior  Warden  of  the  Encampment,  and  is  now 
Representative  to  the  Grand  Lodge.  He  has  been 
prominently  connected  with  the  K.  of  P.  for  sev- 
eral years,  and  is  P.  C.  of  Phoenix  Lodge,  No.  35, 
at  Manhattan;  he  also  belongs  to  Lodge  No.  106  at 
Leonardville,  and  has  been  Representative  to  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  this  order  for  six  years.  He  has 
held  the  position  of  Grand  Inner    Guard    of   the 


Grand  Lodge,  and  has  also  held  those  of  District 
Deputy  Grand  Master  and  District  Deputy  Grand 
Chancellor  of  these  orders. 

Jan.  8,  1872,  Mr.  Bredberg  and  Miss  Wilhel- 
mina  C.  Johnson,  of  Junction  City,  were  united  in 
the  bonds  of  matrimony.  Mrs.  Bredberg  was  born 
in  the  Province  of  Dalarna,  Sweden,  Aug.  24,  1847, 
and  came  to  America  in  1870.  She  is  an  amiable 
and  intelligent  lad}',  and  a  bright  ornament  in  the 
social  life  of  the  thriving  city  of  which  her  husband 
is  chief  magistrate.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bredberg  are 
the  parents  of  eight  children,  of  whom  the  young- 
est, Minne,  is  deceased.  The  others  are  named,  re- 
spectively: Carl  L.  B..  Oscar  H.  E.,  Elvira  E.  M., 
Ester  V.E.,  Ernest  W.H.,  Leona  and  Rowland.  They 
are  bright  and  capable,  and  are  being  well  and 
carefully  educated,  and  give  promise  of  great  and 
useful  lives  in  the  future. 

■S?  ULIUS  W.  PAUL  is  a  well-known  citizen  of 
Riley  County,  and  the  present  County  Sur- 
veyor,  the  office  having  been  filled  by  him 
^^  since  1872,  with  the  exception  of  the  years 
1876,  1877  and  1881.  He  has  held  other  public 
offices  in  the  county,  having  been  Trustee  in  Man- 
hattan Township  in  1862-63,  Trustee  in  Grant 
Township  in  1870,  and  from  1874  to  1876  inclu- 
sive, and  for  some  years  a  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
His  home  is  located  in  Grant  Township,  the  farm 
of  452;J^  acres,  which  is  owned  and  operated  by 
himself  and  mother,  being  a  very  fine  one,  and 
well  adapted  to  the  purpose  for  which  it  is  used, 
that  of  a  stock  farm.  Mr.  Paul  possesses  a  librar}' 
which  contains  many  valuable  works,  and  he  finds 
abundant  recreation  in  their  perusal. 

Mr.  Paul  is  of  Scotch-Irish  descent,  his  grand- 
father, Moses  Paul,  who  was  a  cabinet  maker,  hav- 
ing accompanied  the  great-grandfather,  Gladne}' 
Paul,  from  the  North  of  Ireland  to  Pittsburg,  Pa., 
where  John  F.  Paul,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  1809.  John  F.  Paul  removed  to  Charles- 
ton, S.  C,  and  after  residing  there  fifteen  years, 
changed  his  residence  to  Tennessee,  where  for 
seven  years  he  was  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil.  In 
1833  he  removed  to  Missouri,  where  his  death  took 
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place  ten  years  later.  His  wife  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Mary  N.  Davenport,  and  was  born  Ma}' 
15,  1814,  in  AVashington  County,  Va.  Her  father's 
name  was  Julius  T.  Davenport,  and  her  mother's 
maiden  name  Mary  Dolan.  Her  present  home  is 
directly  across  the  road  from  that  of  her  son  Julius, 
who  was  the  first  born  of  three  children.  Sarah 
E.  was  married  in  1857  to  Robert  Hays,  and  died 
March  24,  1880,  at  her  home  in  Blue  Township, 
Pottawatomie  County,  leaving  seven  children.  Julia 
A.  is  the  wife  of  Joseph  Hays,  whose  sketch  occu- 
pies another  page. 

He  of  [whom  we  write  was  born  near  Kings- 
ville,'Johnson;Co.,  Mo.,  on  the  21st  of  December. 
1837,  and  in  his  boyhood  received  a  common 
school  education,  later  •occupying  himself  with 
work  upon  a  farm.  His  first  visit  to  this  State, 
then  known  as  Indian  Nation,  was  made  in  com- 
jjany  with  an  uncle  in  1846,  he  being  then  a  lad  of 
eight  years.  In  1857  he  spent  the  summer  working 
in  Paola,  clerking  in  the  store  for  Berry  &  Boone. 
He  then  returned  to  his  native  State,  where  the 
most  of  his  life  was  passed  until  after  the  out- 
break of  the  Civil  War. 

Being  an  Anti-slavery  Republican,  and  his  sym- 
pathies being  entirely  with  the  cause  of  the  Union, 
those  who  upheld  the  cause  of  the  South  made  it 
so  unpleasant  for  him  that  he  had  to  leave  his  home 
near  Morristown,  Cass  Co.,  Mo.,  soon  after  the  first 
gun  was  fired  in  the  "  late  unpleasantness."  He 
succeeded  in  trading  his  Missouri  farm  for  192 
acres  located  on  sections  13,  14  and  23,  Grant 
Township,  and  leaving  Missouri  July  23,  1861, 
reached  his  new  home  six  days  later,  and  began 
his  residence  on  the  Big  Blue.  His  family  joined 
him  some  weeks  later,  they  having  left  their  former 
home  on  September  21,  and  arrived  at  their  new 
abode  on  the  4th  day  of  October. 

Mr.  Paul  remained  under  the  parental  roof  until 
the  d.ate  of  his  marriage,  Sept.  8,  1859,  that  inter- 
esting event  taking  place  in  Cass  County,  Mo.,  the 
bride  being  Miss  Xancy  J.  Jones,  and  the  marriage 
ceremony  being  performed  by  the  Rev.  Oliver 
Guthrie.  Mrs.  Paul  is  a  daughter  of  Eli  and  Ellen 
Jones,  who  were  born  in  Tennessee,  her  own  birth 
having  taken  place  in  the  State  wherein  her  mar- 
riage occurred,     Shu    has   borne  thirteen   children. 


Charless  Ann  married  Francis  M.  Henton;  they 
live  at  Pfeil  Creek,  in  Manhattan  Township,  and 
have  six  children;  Laura  B.  died  when  three  years 
old;  Mary  E.  is  unmarried  and  lives  in  Kansas 
City;  Sarah  S.  died  in  infancy;  John  W.  is  at  home; 
Martha  J.  is  living  in  Kansas  City;  Hester  E.  is  at 
home;  Desereta  died  in  infancy;  Julia  C,  Katie 
N.,  Myrtle  L..  Daisy  M.  and  Ola  Hope  are  still  at 
home. 

During  the  war  Mr.  Paul  served  in  the  14th 
Kansas  State  Militia  under  Capt.  F.  Mansfield  and 
Col.  Harvey.  He  has  ever  been  a  stanch  Repub- 
lican, and  takes  a  lively  interest  in  political  affairs. 
He  has  been  a  delegate  to  the  counlj'.  State  and 
congressional  conventions,  and  is  one  of  the  most 
influential  and  prominent  members  of  the  party  in 
Riley  County.  He  is  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary 
intelligence,  and  better  read  than  many  who  have 
had  more  leisure  than  he,  and  in  his  wide  circle  of 
acquaintances  he  is  regarded  as  an  upright  and  hon- 
orable man  and  a  useful  citizen. 


'SfjOHN  S.  LEUSZLER.     To  this  gentleman  is 
"     is    due  the    introduction    of    thoroughbred 


I 

^..^  l|  Short-horn  cattle  and  Chester-White  swing 
'^/y  in  Linn  Township,  Washington  County,  and 
it  was  through  his  efforts  and  those  of  his  brothers 
that  the  first  imported  Clydesdale  horse,  Prince 
Arthur  II,  was  brought  to  this  locality,  resulting 
in  a  vast  improvement  in  the  breed  of  farm  and 
road  horses.  This  is  simply  a  sample  of  his  enter- 
prise, which  is  observable  all  through  his  career, 
and  which  has  conspired  to  make  him  one  of  the 
leading  men  of  Washington  County  as  well  as  one 
of  its  most  successful  farmers  and  stock-raisers.  He 
is  finely  located  on  section  3,  Linn  Township,  .ind 
is  the  owner  of  320  acres  of  well-developed  laud, 
embellished  with  fine  buildings  and  forming  a  pict- 
ure in  the  landscape  of  this  region,  which  causes 
the  passing  traveler  to  take  a  long  look  as  he  goes 
by  it. 

A  native  of  Buck's  County,  Pa.,  the  earl}'  home 
of  Mr.  Leuszler  was  in  Doyelstown,  the  county 
seat,  and  the  date  of  his  birth  March  15,  1845.  He 
is  thus  in  the  prime  of  life,  although   having   ac- 
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complished  more  than  some  men  of  twiee  bis  years. 
His  father,  John  Leuszler  was  born  in  Gruenbcrg, 
Hesse-Darmstadt,  German}-,  May  2,  1807.  and  emi- 
igrated  to  America,  landing  in  New  Yoriv,  Sept.  7, 
1831,  settling  in  Pennsylvania,  whence  he  removed 
to  Medina  County,  Oliio,  in  1852.  John  S.  was 
then  a  lad  of  seven  years,  and  after  attending  the 
common  school  completed  his  studies  in  the  graded 
schools  of  Sharon  Center.  After  the  outbreak  of 
the  Civil  War  he,  in  1862,  enlisted  in  the  5th  Ohio 
Sliarpshooters,  an  independent  company,  and  being 
mustered  regularly  into  the  service,  participated 
in  many  of  the  important  battles  which  followed, 
being  at  Chickamauga,  Mission  Ridge,  Lookout 
Jlountain  and  Atlanta,  and  some  of  the  time  was  on 
detached  duty  under  Gen.  Thomas.  He  was  also  in 
the  battle  of  Nashville.  Tenn.,  and  marched  with 
Tliomas  through  that  State  and  Kentuck}',  on  a 
reviewing  and  inspecting  expedition.  At  tiie  close 
of  the  war  be  was  mustered  out  at  Camp  Denison, 
Ohio,  receiving  an  honorable  discharge. 

In  18G6  Mr.  Leuszlen  coming  West,  located  in 
Mahaska  County,  Iowa,  and  on  the  8th  of  July, 
that  year,  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Alice 
j\l.,  cousin  of  the  famous  Gen.  Meade,  and  daugh- 
ter of  Azel  Meade,  deceased.  Mrs.  Lueszler  was 
born  in  Elkhart  County,  Ind.,  July  16,  1850.  She 
came  West  to  Iowa  on  a  visit,  where  she  was  mar- 
ried, as  above  stated.  They  came  to  Washington 
County  in  1869.  JMr.  Leuszler  entered  160  acres 
of  land,  comprising  a  part  of  his  present  farm,  and 
was  so  thoroughly  prospered  in  his  subsequent  op- 
erations as  a  tiller  of  the  soil  and  as  a  stock-raiser 
that  he  doubled  his  landed  possessions,  as  we  have 
aheady  seen.  He  is  the  only  man  in  Washington 
County  who  has  registered  Chester-White  swine, 
and  he  is  a  member  of  the  National  Chester-White 
Association.  The  excellent  quality  of  domestic 
animals  to  be  found  in  Northern  Kansas  is  duej  en- 
tirel3'  to  the  efforts  of  such  men  as  Mr.  Leuszler. 
To  the  home  of  our  subject  and  his  estimable  lady 
there  have  come  four  bright  children,  two  sons  and 
two  daughters — Frank  M.,  George  R.,  Irnoa  E.  and 
Gertrude  A.,  who  are  being  given  the  careful  home 
training  and  the  education  which  will  fit  them  for 
their  proper  positions  as  the  offspring  of  one  of  the 
leading  families  of  Northern  Kansas.     The   eldest 


son,  Frank,  is  still  pursuing  his  studies  in  the 
Washington  High  School,  and  is  reading  medicine 
under  the  instruction  of  Dr.  N.  M.  Smith,  of  that 
city.  Mr.  Leuszler  has  never  pined  for  official 
honors,  reaping  ample  satisfaction  from  the  con- 
sciousness of  having  done  good  service  as  a  leading 
farmer  and  stock-raiser  of  Washington  County, 
Sociall}',  he  belongs  to  the  Masonic  fraternity',  the 
A.  O.  U.  W.,  and  Select  Knights  and  the  G.  A.  R. 
He  is  also  identified  with  the  Christian  Advent 
Church. 

ARTIN  OLSON  is  one  of  those  citizens  of 
Washington  County  who  owe  their  success 
in  life  to  arduous  labor  and  good  manage- 
ment. He  began  life  with  no  capital,  and 
is  now  the  owner  of  240  acres  of  productive  land 
on  section  34  Strawberrj'  Township. 

Mr.  Olson  first  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  Sept. 
21,  18.38,  in  Denmark.  His  father  was  Ole  Han- 
son, who  died  when  his  son  Martin  was  fourteen 
years  old.  Our  subject  left  his  native  land  and 
crossed  the  Atlantic  in  the  fall  of  1863,  making  his 
first  permanent  stop  at  Ottawa,  Canada.  There 
his  money  gave  out,  and  he  worked  until  the  spring 
of  1864,  when  he  went  to  Chicago,  111.  In  that 
city  he  hunted  for  work  but  failed  to  find  it. 
Crossing  Lake  Michigan  to  Muskegon,  Mich.,  he 
secured  work  in  the  sawmills  in  the  summers,  and 
in  the  neighboring  pineries  in  the  winters  until  the 
spring  of  1870.  He  then  made  his  waj-  to  Kansas, 
and  in  this  countj'  selected  a  location.  He  filed  a 
claim  on  160  acres  of  the  land  which  he  now  occu- 
pies, which  he  eventually  secured  under  the  Home- 
stead Act.  He  had  no  money  with  which  to  improve 
his  land,  and  had  to  go  clear  back  to  the  ISIissouri 
River  to  get  work.  For  three  or  four  winters  he 
labored  there,  the  money  which  he  was  able  to  save 
during  each  winter  being  used  by  him  the  following- 
summer  for  his  living  and  the  improvement  of  his 
claim.  Since  securing  his  homestead  Mr.  Olson 
has  added  eighty  acres  to  his  landed  possessions, 
and  now  ranks  among  the  prosperous  farmers  and 
stock-raisers  of  the  county. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Olson  took  place  Sept.  26, 
1887.     The   bride    was  Mrs.  Anna  Maria  Nelson, 
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daughter  of  Nels  Johnson,  and  a  native  of  Den- 
mark. .She  is  possessed  of  all  the  thrift  and  energy 
which  belong  to  her  race.  The  result  of  the  union 
has  been  the  birth  of  one  child— Olle  M.  Mrs. 
Olson  b}-  a  former  marriage  is  the  mother  of  three 
children — Anna  Belle,  Carl  William  and  Christo- 
pher. 

Mr.  Nelson  is  a  member  of  the  Danish  Lutlieran 
Chnrch  at  Greenleaf.  He  is  a  straightforward  and 
honorable  man,  and  a  substantial,  worthy  citzen. 


<jw)  EREMIAH  D.  0AKLP:Y,  a  homesteader  of 
111    1872,  established  himself  on  section  8,  Lin- 


d||  coin  Township.  Washington  County,  in  the 
fj  fall  of  that  year,  but  afterward  sold  out  and 
purchased  160  acres  on  section  10,  which  consti- 
tute his  present  home,  liy  the  exercise  of  in- 
dustry and  economy,  he  has  placed  himself  in 
comfortable  circumstances  financially  and  has  se- 
cured his  possessions  solely  by  his  own  efforts, 
having  started  in  life  without  means  or  in- 
fluential friends.  lie  was  only  equipped  with  a 
common  school  education,  but  nature  endowed 
him  with  those  qualities  of  character  which  made 
of  him  an  honest  man  and  good  citizen  and  which 
have  given  him  standing  among  tlie  people  of  his 
community.  He  has  held  several  of  the  minor  of- 
fices and  is  numbered  among  those  men  who  rep- 
resent the  best  elements  of  social  and  business  life. 
Mr.  Oakley  traveled  a  long  way  for  a  permanent 
location,  having  been  born  in  Fairfield  County, 
Conn.,  Dec.  1,  1823.  His  father,  Burr  Oakley,  was 
likewise  a  native  of  Connecticut,  a  cooper  by  trade, 
and  died  when  comparativelj'  a  young  man  and 
when  Jeremiah  D.  was  quite  small.  The  paternal 
grandfather  of  our  subject  was  Jeremiah  Oakley,  a 
native  of  Cape  Cod,  but  who  removed  early  in  lite 
to  Connecticut,  where  he  spent  the  remainder, of 
his  days.  Burr  Oakley  took  for  his  wife  Miss 
Mary  Roberts,  a  native  of  New  York  State,  who 
bore  him  six  children,  viz:  Amzi.  Thomas  H., 
Aaron,  Jeremiah  D.,  Mary,  deceased,  and  one  who 
died  in  childhood.  Our  subject  was  the  sixth  child 
of  the  family,  and  remained  in  his  native  county 
while  being  reared    and  educated.     lie  lived  upon 


the  farm  with  his  parents,  becoming  familiar  with 
the  various  employments  of  rural  life,  following 
this  vocation  until  1839.  Then  going  to  Putnam 
County.  New  York  State,  he  learned  shoemaking, 
at  which  he  worked  until  the  spring  of  1846. 

In  the  year  above  mentioned  we  find  Mr.  Oak- 
le}-,  a  young  man  approaching  the  twenty-third  year 
of  his  age,  settled  on  a  farm  in  Allegany  County, 
N.  Y.  He  lived  there  eight  years,  then  selling  out, 
proceeded  northwestward  into  Wisconsin  and  re- 
mained a  resident  of  that  State  until  1860.  Then 
crossing  the  Father  of  Waters  he  established  liim- 
self  in  Clinton  County,  Iowa,  of  which  he  was  a 
resident  eight  years.  From  there  he  removed  to 
Wright  County,  and  sojourned  in  the  Hawkcye 
State  until  1872,  during  which  year  he  became  a 
resident  of  Kansas. 

The  25th  of  December,  1846,  was  duly  celebrated 
by  the  marriage  of  our  subject  with  Miss  Mehitabel 
Carter,  the  wedding  taking  place  at  the  home  of  the 
bride's  sister,  in  New  York.  Mrs.  Oakley  was  born 
in  Allegany  County,  N.  Y..  Oct.  17,  1827,  and  is 
the  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Sarah  (Hulburt)  Car- 
ter, who  were  natives  of  Massachusetts,  and  S|ient 
their  last  years  in  New  York.  Six  children  com- 
pleted tlie  family  circle  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Oakley, 
being  named  respectively',  Harriet  S.,  Edwin  C, 
George  E..  David  B.,  Anetta  and  John  H.  Five 
times  have  thej-  been  called  to  mourn  the  death  of 
a  loved  one,  having  now  only  one  child,  tlie 
youngest,  John  H.,  who  was  born  Sept.  8,  1869, 
and  makes  his  home  with  his  parents. 


u 


ILLIS  P.  COOK.  This  gentleman  owns  a 
valuable  farm  in  Coleman  Township, AVash- 
ington  County.  It  comprises  120  acres  in 
the  northwestern  part  of  section  36.  The  entire 
estate  is  well  fenced  and  supplied  with  granaries 
and  other  well-built  farm  buildings.  A  comfort- 
able and  substantial  frame  house  was  erected  in 
1886,  taking  the  place  of  a  dugout,  which  was 
the  only  dwelling  when  Mr.  Cook  bought  the  place. 
An  orchard  of  110  choice  fruit  trees  adds  beauty 
and  profit  to  the  farm. 
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Mr.  Cook  is  quite  a  young  man,  having  been 
born  Aug.  28,  1863.  His  birth  tooiv  place  in  Union 
County,  Pa.,  where  he  was  rearerl.  He  received  a 
common  school  education  in  Laurelton,  and  aft- 
erward was  graduated  at  Lock  Haven,  from  the 
State  Normal  SehooL  He  received  his  diploma  in 
1 883,  and  during  the  succeeding  five  years  followed 
the  profession  of  a  pedagogue.  He  came  to  Kan- 
sas in  1884,  making  his  hoine  in  Highland,  Doni- 
l)ban  County. 

On  April  27,  1887,  Mr.  Cook  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  011a  Hoff.  Immediately  after 
tlieir  marriage  they  moved  into  the  house  which 
Mr.  Cook  had  erected  a  short  time  before,  on  the 
land  previously  purchased  by  him.  Mrs.  Cook  is 
a  daughter  of  George  and  Lizzie  (Wilson)  Hoff, 
of  Wilson  Count}',  Kan.  They  were  formerly  of 
Menard  County,  III,  from  which  they  removed  to 
this  State  in  February,  1882.  During  the  late  war 
Mr.  Hoff  was  a  member  of  Company  F,  114  Illi- 
nois infantry,  and  was  wounded  while  in  the 
service. 

The  maternal  grandparents  of  Mrs.  Cook  were 
George  and  Millie  (Roe)  Wilsou,  formerly  of  Indi- 
ana. Mr.  Wilson  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
Menard  County,  III.  During  his  early  years  there 
he  was  so  poor  tliat  he  had  no  horse  with  which 
to  work  a  crop.  In  the  spring  he  would  buy  one 
on  time  and  iirobabl}-  raise  a  colt.  He  would  then 
sell  the  horse  in  the  fall  and  pay  his  indebtedness. 
Mrs.  George  Wilson  was  a  daugliter  of  Benjamin 
Roe,  formerl}'  of  Kentucky. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  William  and 
Mary  (Marston)  Cook.  William  Cook  was  the 
son  of  Andrew,  who  was  born  in  Scotland,  and 
came  to  America  witli  his  fathei-,  James,  when  a 
child  a  year  old.  Andrew  Cook,  having  arrived 
at  man's  estate,  became  one  of  the  earliest  pioneers 
in  the  westein  part  of  Union  County,  Pa.  He 
transacted  tiie  greater  part  of  the  legal  business  of 
tiiat  county  and  became  one  of  its  leading  citizens. 
He  married  Miss  Anna  Niehol  of  that  count}-. 
Mrs.  Mary  (Marston)  Cook  was  a  daughter  of 
Alva  and  Mary  (Pnrington)  Marston.  They  were  j 
natives  of  Maine,  and  the  latter  of  French  descent 
After  marriage  they  removed  to  Union  County 
Pa.,  where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives 


While    a   citizen  of    Maine,    Alva    Marston    was 
a  member  of  the  State  Legislature. 

Willis  P.  Cook,  of  whom  we  write,  is  a  man  of 
excellent  moral  character  and  fine  business  abili- 
ties. His  excellent  education  and  sterling  qualities 
fit  him  for  a  front  rank  among  the  citizens  of  the 
county,  by  whom  he  is  already  regarded  with 
great  respect.  He  is  a  Democrat  in  politics  and 
l)ears  his  share  in  campaign  work. 


JESS 
bul 
me 


ESSE  T.  BANISTER,  an  old-time  freighter 
but  now  a  resident  of  Riley  County,  is  one 
.,  of  the  most  whole-souled  and  liberal-hearted 
1^^  men  that  this  county  can  boast.  He  is  at 
present  engaged  in  farming  on  section  1,  where  he 
has  a  good  farm  and  pleasant  home.  During  the 
years  when  he  was  engaged  in  the  freighting  busi- 
ness it  fell  to  his  lot  to  see  much  of  the  rough  side 
of  life,  but  itjdid  not  succeed  in  ruining  his  nature 
or  in  making  a  rough  man  of  him.  He  is  a  fine 
man  of  progressive  ideas,  hating  shams,  but  ever 
ready  to  lend  a  helping  hand  to  honest  virtue,  come 
in  what  guise  it  may. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Colin  J.  Banister,  is  a 
native  of  Kentucky,  where  he  was  born  in  1826. 
He  still  follows  his  occupation  of  a  farmer.  He  is 
an  honest  man,  a  good  citizen  and  enjoys  the  res- 
pect and  esteem  of  his  neighbors.  The  mother  was 
Sarah  (Schwartz)  Banister,  a  native  of  Kentucky, 
and  a  very  superior  woman.  The  marriage  of 
Colin  J.  and  Sarah  Banister  was  celebrated  in  their 
native  State,  after  which  they  removed  to  Ray 
County,  Mo.,  which  continued  to  be  their  home 
for  a  number  of  years,  but,  alas,  in  1851,  the  gi-im 
messenger  of  death  entered  the  happy  family  and 
bore  thence  the  noble  wife  and  mother.  Subse- 
qently  the  father  was  again  united  in  marriage.  By 
the  first  marriage  there  were  five  children,  of  whom 
only  two  now  survive.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  the  third  in  order  of  birth,  and  first  opened  his 
eyes  to  the  light  Oct.  17,  1844,  in  Ray  County, 
Mo.  His  school  advantages  wen;  exceedingly  lim- 
ted,  but  he  improved  them  to  the  best  of  his  abil- 
ity, and  succeeding  in  getting  a  fair  acquaintance 
with  the  "three  R's.''     When  a   mere  child  of  ten 
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he  had  the  pluck  to  begin  life  for  himself,  and  hir- 
ing himself  to  a  farmer,  he  began  in  earnest  tlie 
task  of  earning  his  own  living.  He  worked  atsucli 
labors  as  his  youthful  strength  and  experience  fitted 
him  for,  taking  an  especial  delight  in  the  care  and 
management  of  the  horses.  In  1863  he  turned  his 
face  toward  the  setting  sun,  and  on  reaching  Riley 
County,  Kan.,  concluded  to  settle  on  a  farm,  but 
some  time  afterward,  not  finding  it  as  profitable  as 
he  had  hoped,  he  engaged  as  a  teamster.  His  route 
was  from  Leavenworth  to  Ft.  Lyon.  In'  1866  he 
became  wagon-master  for  C.  M.  Dyche,  and  made 
many  trips  across  the  plains.  For  six  months  he 
was  Governmental  Wagonmaster  in  the  Indian 
Territory.  If  '-variety  is  the  spice  of  life,"  that 
pungent  quality  was  supplied  in  plentiful  abund- 
ance during  his  eventful  career  as  an  '-old-time 
freighter." 

In  1871  Mr.  Banister  returned  to  Riley  County, 
and  again  took  up  the  business  of  farming,  which 
he  continued  to  follow  until  1873,  when  he  left  the 
plow  and  began  work  on  the  Union  Pacific  Rail- 
road as  a  section  hand.  He  was  employed  in  that 
capacity  for  the  space  of  six  months,  when  he  was 
given  charge  of  the  section,  and  served  the  company 
in  that  position  until  1882,  in  which  year  he  re- 
turned to  his  farm  in  Riley  County,  and  has  confined 
himself  to  the  pursuits  of  agriculture  from  that 
time  forward. 

In  1872  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Sarah  Rowe,  a  daughter  of  Will- 
iam Rowe  of  Massachusetts.  After  a  brief  mar- 
ried life  Mrs.  Rowe  was  called  up  higher,  in  1878, 
leaving  three  little  children  to  their  father's  care. 
The  little  ones  were  named  John,  Angeline  and 
Arthur.  Mr.  Banister  assumed  the  responsibilities 
of  wedlock  the  second  time  in  1882,  taking  for  his 
life  partner  Miss  Mary  Mason,  an  adopted  daughter 
of  William  Powell,  of  Ogdeu.  She  is  a  good 
woman,  and  well  qualified  for  the  duties  of  the  sta- 
tion she  is  called  upon  to  fill.  They  are  the  par- 
ents of  five  children,  of  whom  four  are  now  living, 
as  follows:  Eliza,  Claude,  Effel  and  Ren. 

The  family  are  regular  attendants  upon  the  ser- 
vices of  the  Baptist  Church  in  Ogden,  and  are 
highly  esteemed  in  church  and  social  circles.  Mr. 
Banister  is  a  member  of  I.  O.    0.   F.  No.  281,  of 


Ogden.  He  has  been  through  all  the  chairs  and  is 
now  Past  Grand.  The  School  Board  of  Ogden 
has  counted  him  among  its  worthy  members  for 
several  years.  He  is  now  Road  Overseer,  a  posi- 
tion which  he  has  held  for  many  years  with  credit 
'to  himself  and  advantage  to  the  township.  The 
farm  of  our  subject  comprises  140  acres  of  land,  all 
under  cultivation  and  otherwise  improved.  In 
addition  to  the  regular  work  of  the  farm  Mr.  Ban- 
ister also  raises  cattle  and  other  stock  for  the  mar- 
ket. His  long  experience  in  handling  and  caring 
for  horses  and  cattle  has  abundantly  qualified  him 
for  pursuing  this  branch  of  agricultural  life.  In 
political  matters  Mr.  Banister  is  conservative,  but 
usually  votes  the  Democratic  ticket. 


-^S^-^^> 


<^/NDREW  OLANDT,  late  a  resident  of 
^MM    Haddam    Township    and     representing    a 

II  111  large  property,  departed  this  life  at  his 
i^  homestead  on  section  26,  Nov.  9,  1881, 
when  nearly  sixty-six  years  of  age,  having  been 
born  Nov.  23,  1815.  He  had  been  for  thirteen 
years  practically  an  invalid.  During  the  period  of 
his  early  manhood,  he  was  an  energetic,  stirring 
man  and  was  accounted  one  of  the  representative 
men  of  this  section.  He  was  a  stanch  supporter  of 
the  Republican  party  and  a  consistent  member  of 
the  Lutheran  Church. 

Mr.  Olandt  was  a  native  of  Kalbeasala,  Prus- 
sia, and  the  son  of  Christ  Olandt,  a  native  of 
the  same  country,  and  a  gardener  by  occupation. 
The  mother,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Olandt,  was  likewise  a 
native  of  Prussia,  and  both  parents  spent  their 
entire  lives  in  that  country.  The  father  served 
in  the  Prussian  Army,  three  years,  when  a  young- 
man.  He  was  very  well  educated,  and  at  one  time 
was  engaged  as  a  merchant's  book-keeper  and  was 
overseer  of  the  Losh  mines.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  after  his  marriage  engaged  as  a  book-keeper 
for  her  uncle  while  Mrs.  Olandt  received  $12,000 
from  her  father's  estate.  This,  however,  was  only 
a  small  portion  of  what  rightfully  belonged  to  her, 
but  she  married  in  opposition  to  her  father's 
wishes,  and  was  thus  cut  off  from  a  large  |)ortion 
of  her  inheritance. 
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In  1866,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Olandt,  leaving  their  na- 
tive land,  sailed  for  America,  landing  in  New  York 
Cit}'  on  the  10th  of  Januarj',  after  a  long  ocean 
voyage  upon  which  the_y  had  entered  October  30. 
From  the  metropolis  the}-  then  journeyed  to  De- 
troit, Midi'.  Mr.  Olandt  engaged  in  the  lumber 
business  in  Kapock,  and  Mrs.  Olandt  invested  her 
money  in  farming  lands  in  St.  Clair  County,  be- 
coming the  owner  of  about  500  acres.  Her  hus- 
band being  afflicted  with  asthma,  they,  in  1877. 
came  to  Kansas  and  purchased  a  farm  in  Union 
Township,  forty  acres  of  which  had  been  l)roken 
and  upon  which  the  only  improvement  was  a  dug- 
out. They  lived  upon  tiiis  four  years  then  pur- 
chased the  present  homestead  of  the  family,  wliicli 
is  254  acres  in  extent,  one  acre  having  been  given 
for  the  schoolhouse.  Here,  Mr.  Olandt  spent  the 
remainder  of  his  days.  Mrs.  Olandt  has  managed 
tiie  estate  with  rare  good  judgment.  fShe  made  a 
specialty  of  live  stock,breeding  fine  cattle  and  horses, 
the  later  graded  stock  mostly  Norman  and  Clydes- 
dales, of  which  there  were  usually  from  twentj'  to 
thirty  on  the  farm.  In  the  fall  of  1888,  Mrs. 
Olandt  desiring  to  retire  from  active  business,  sold 
off  her  live  slock  and  now  rents  the  greater  part 
of  the  farm.  She  is  now  (October  1889)  erecting 
anew  residence,  which  in  point  of  architecture,  will 
be  second  to  none  in  tiiis  jjart  of  the  count}'.  The 
farm  is  watered  by  Mill  Creek,  and  is  highly  pro- 
ductive. Mrs.  Olandt  still  retains  possession  of 
some  of  her  Michigan  property. 

Six  children  were  born  to  our  subject  and  his 
estimable  wife,  the  eldest  of  whom,  Carl,  died  when 
four  years  old;  Randolph  superintends  the  opera- 
tions of  the  homestead;  Albert  is  farming  in  I'nion 
Township;  Emma  is  the  wife  of  John  Moore,  a 
farmer  of  Washington,  and  owning  a  section  of 
land;  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Aimer  Thompson,  a 
farmer  of  Iladdam  Township;  Bertha  married 
Robert  Fenton,  and  died  leaving  one  child — 
Minnie  C,  who  is  being  reared  by  her  grand- 
mother. Mrs.  Olandt  is  a  prominent  member  of 
the  Methodist  Protestant  Church  at  H.addam.  She 
assisted  in  building  two  churches  in  Michigan. 

Mrs.  Caroline  (Heins)  Olandt  was  born  in  Mach- 
taborog,  Prussia,  Oct.  19,  1831,  and  is  the  daugh- 
rer   of    Carl  and   Caroline    (Cortens)    Heins,    the 


former  a  native  of  Icelanr,  and  the  latter  of  Isla- 
ben,  Prussia.  The  paternal  gr.andfather,  likewise 
Carl  Heins,  was  a  native  of  the  same  province  .as 
his  son  and  was  an  extensive  farmer,  owning  thou- 
sands of  acres.  Carl  Jr.,  likewi-e  became  very 
wealthy,  owning  5,000  acres  of  valuable  land, 
largely  devoted  to  stock-raising,  having  about  200 
milch  cows  and  thirty-two  span  of  fancy  horses, 
besides  draft  animals.  He,  too,  spent  his  entire 
life  in  Prussia.  The  mother  was  especially  well 
educated,  being  the  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Harmon 
Grad,  and  receiving  excellent  advantages.  The 
parental  family  consisted  of  four  children — Dora 
and  Carl,  deceased;  Caroline  and  Louis,  the  latter 
also  deceased.  Mrs.  Olandt  is  the  sole  survivor  of 
her  family.  After  the  death  of  her  mother  she 
went  to  live  with  an  aunt  in  her  native  place,  and 
received  excellent  school  advantages.  She  was 
graduated  from  the  best  schools  of  her  native 
province,  and  grew  up  a  highly  accomplished 
young  lady  moving  in  the  best  society.  She  still 
retains  her  mental  vigor  and  is  a  lady  of  more  than 
ordinary  business  capacity,  besides  possessing  cul- 
tured tastes.  She  enjoys  the  friendship  and  society 
of  the  best  people  in  H.addam  Townsnip. 

•^ €-*-B- ^ 

<|f/  EVI  M.  SHIPPEK.  It  is  interesting  to 
I  (©  "*^''^  '^^''^  men  have  eraigr.ated  from  New 
/I^Y^  England  and  have  bent  their  energies  to 
the  building  up  of  some  portion  of  the  great  West, 
transferring  their  interests  and  their  labors  as  it 
were  to  an  alien  soil,  although  under  the  same  re- 
vered flag.  Fortunate  has  it  been  for  the  country 
west  of  the  Mississippi  that  such  men  have  lived 
.and  that  they  exist  at  the  present  time.  There  is 
not  within  the  limits  of  Greenleaf  Township,  a  m.an 
who  has  been  more  interested  in  the  growth  and 
prosperity  of  the  town  of  that  name,  than  he  with 
whose  name  we  introduce  this  sketch.  To  advance 
its  best  interests,  soci.ally,  morally  and  fln.anci!illy 
seems  to  be  his  chief  thought.  He  is  possessed  of 
more  th.an^ordiuary  intelligence  .and  although  plain 
in  manner  and  speech,  exercises  a  marked  influence 
in  his  community. 

In  [noting   the    antecedents   of  Mr.  Shippee   we 
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find  that  he  is  a  native  of  Clarendon  Springs,  Vt., 
and  was  born  Marcli  24,  1848.  His  parents  were 
Levi  J.  and  Harriet  (Ha.yes)  Shippee,  the  former  of 
whom  was  a  native  of  Slirewsbury,  Vt.,  and  born 
Feb.  4,  1817.  In  early  life  he  became  a  resident  of 
Rutland  County,  living  there  until  1856.  He  was 
for  many  years  connected  with  the  Western  Ver- 
mont Railroad,  but  afterward  engaged  in  mercan- 
tile business  at  Lawrence,  111.  In  the  year  above 
mentioned  he  set  out  for  the  West  and  locating  at 
Lawrence,  in  McIIenry  County,  111.,  carried  on 
general  merchandising  until  about  1864,  in  the 
meantime  accumulating  a  fine  property.  He  then 
wisely  retired  from  active  business  and  remains  a 
resident  of  Lawrence,  where  he  occupies  a  pleasant 
home  and  is  surrounded  by  all  the  comforts  of  life. 
He  has  been  quite  prominent  in  public  affairs  in 
that  section,  strongly  supporting  the  Republican 
party  and  holding  many  offices  of  trust  and  respon- 
sibility. The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject 
was  Artemus  Shippee,  who  spent  his  last  years  in 
Shrewsbury,  Vt. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  in  her  girlhood  was 
Miss  Harriet  Hayes,  likewise  a  native  of  Rutland 
County,  Vt.,  and  born  May  13,  1834.  Her 
fatlier,  the  Hon.  Joseph  A.  Hayes,  born  in  the 
Green  Mountain  State,  was  a  j)rominent  Mason  and 
took  an  active  part  in  politics.  After  filling  various 
offices,  he  was  elected  to  the  Legislature  in  which 
body  he  acquitted  himself  with  great  credit.  He 
spent  his  last  years  in  Vermont.  To  Levi  J. 
and  Harriet  Shippee  there  was  born  a  family  of 
seven  cliildi>en,  viz:  Levi  M.,  Miranda  E.,  Jenny 
M.,  Josie,  Frederick,    Frank  N.  and  Edgar  L. 

Levi  M.  Shippee  was  the  eldest  child  of  his  pa- 
rents and  was  nine  years  old  when  they  emigrated 
to  Illinois  where  he  received  a  common  school 
education.  He  afterward  officiated  as  clerk  in  the 
office  of  the  Chicago  &  Northwestern  Railroad  un- 
til reaching  his  ni.ijorily.  Afterward  he  learned 
painting  at  which  he  worked  four  years  in  one 
shop  at  Harvard,  111.  Later,  until  1879,  he  was  in 
the  employ  of  the  Chicago  &  Northwestern  Rail- 
road Company.  That  year  he  came  to  Kansas  and 
making  his  headquarters  at  Atchison,  entered  the 
employ  of  the  Central  Branch  of  the  Union  Pacific 
Railroad  Company,  with  which  he  is  still  connected. 


In  December,  1S82,  he  was  apjjpointed  Station 
Agent  at  Greenleaf,  a  position  which  he  has  since 
held. 

It  was  not  long  after  establishing  himself  in 
Greenleaf  until  Mr.  Shippee  began  to  manifest  a 
warm  interest  in  the  progress  and  upbuilding  of 
the  town.  He  made  himself  useful  to  the  com- 
munity in  manj' ways  and  in  1887  was  elected 
Ma)'or,  serving  two  terms.  In  the  meantime  he  was 
instrumental  in  securing  water  works  for  the  city, 
against  strong  opposition,  and  instituted  other  im- 
provements and  reforms.  He  has  always  been 
found  willing  and  ready  to  support  an3'  enterprise 
which  would  be  of  public  benefit  and  has  always 
given  freely'  of  his  time  and  labor  to  this  end.  A 
man  still  in  the  prime  of  life,  it  would  seem  that 
he  is  destined  to  leave  his  mark  upon  the  sands  of 
time  in  this  community  and  make  for  himself  a 
record  which  his  children  will  look  upon  with 
pride. 

Mr.  Shippee  is  a  Mason  in  high  standing,  hav- 
ing taken  both  the  Chapter  and  Council  degrees. 
He  is  a  member  of  Washington  Lodge,  No.  5  and 
of  Lodge  No.  1  at  Atchison.  He  also  belongs  to 
Lodge  No.  277,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  Lodge  No.  106,  A.  O. 
U.  W.  and  M.  W.  A.,  at  Greenleaf.  Politically,  he 
is  independent,  aiming  to  support  principles  rather 
than  men.  He  was  first  married  March  28,  1875. 
in  Lawrence,  111.,  to  Miss  Calla  Ruggles,  who  was 
born  Dec.  17,  1856  in  Woodstock,  111.,  and  was 
the  daughter  of  Creighton  and  Lucinda  (Twitch- 
ell)  Ruggles,  who  were  natives  of  Massachusetts 
and  now  reside  in  Lawrence,  111.  The  mother  of 
Mrs.  Shippee  was  a  sister  of  the  Hon.  Emery  Twitch- 
ell,  who  was  one  of  the  self-made  men  of  Massa- 
chusetts and  for  a  number  of  years  was  President 
of  the  Boston  &  AVorcester  Railroad.  Later  he 
was  in  the  same  official  capacity  in  connection  with 
the  Atchison,  Topeka  &  Santa  Fe  Railroad  during 
the  first  few  years  after  its  construction.  He  was 
a  man  of  fine  abilities,  prominent  in  politics,  and 
represented  the  Boston  district  in  Congress  for 
several  terms. 

There  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shippee  three 
children — Frank  R.,  Anna  M.  and  Calla  E.;  the 
mother  departed  this  life  in  187U,  soon  after  the 
removal  to  this  State.     In  1881    Mr.  Shippee  con- 
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tracted  a  second  marriage  with  Miss  Jenny  Loiier- 
San,  of  Atctiison,  Kan.  This  lady  was  boin  Feb. 
6.  1861,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Tinioth\'  and 
Catherine  (Kennedy)  Lonergan  ;  tlie  father  deceased 
and  the  mother  now  living  in  Atchison,  Kan.  There 
have  been  born  of  this  union  three  children — 
Blanche.  Mamie  and  George. 

^.g.;.|.^.|-.>^ 


Z^^^^^^"^^'  C.  AXTELL,  ;\1.   D.     The  medi- 

1  I'  '^"'  profession  of  Washington  County,  re- 
^/'  cognizes  Dr.  Axtell  as  one  of  its  leading 
members  and  one  who  is  in  the  enjoyment  of  an 
extensive  practice.  He  is  a  straightforward,  reli- 
able man,  botii  in  a  business  point  of  view  and  as  a 
practitioner,  and  has  given  that  close  attention  to 
the  duties  of  his  calling  which  has  enabled  him  to 
maintain  a  high  position  therein.  He  is  a  native  of 
Morrow  County,  Ohio,  and  was  born  April  29, 
1833.  His  father  was  Joel  Axtell,  a  native  of 
AVashington  County,  Pa.,  and  born   Jan.  11,  1802. 

The  father  of  our  subject  when  a  lad  of  eight 
j'ears  left  Pennsylvania  and  removed  to  the  vi- 
cinity of  the  present  site  of  JNIt.  Vernon,  Ohio,' 
where  the  boy  was  reared  to  man's  estate  and 
educated  in  the  common  school.  He  removed 
to  Morrow  County  when  a  young  man  and  entered 
a  tract  of  land,  building  up  a  homestead  where  he 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  passing  away  in 
1884.  He  aecunaulated  a  good  property  and  was 
prominent  in  his  community,  being  an  active 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  and  the  uni- 
form encourager  of  the  enterprises  calculated  to 
benefit  his  fellow-men.  The  paternal  grandfather 
of  our  subject  was  Thomas  Axtell,  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania,  who  spent  his  last  years  in  the 
Buckeye  State.  lie  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  War 
of  1812. 

The  Axtell  family-  is  of  Scotch  extraction. 
Thej-  trace  their  ancestrv  back  to  Thomas  and 
Daniel  Axtell.  two  brothers,  who  emigrated  to 
America  on  the  "Ma3flower." 

The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject 
was  Jane  Campbell.  She  was  born  in  Northumber- 
land County,  Pa.  in  1796,  and  was  there  reared  to 
womanhood.      Her  marriage   wish    Joel  Axtell  oc- 


curred about  1827,  in  Knox  County,  Ohio.  She 
died  about  1862,  in  Morrow  County,  that  State. 
Her  parents  were  Robert  and  Mary  Campbell,  of 
New  Jersey,  who  were  also  of  Scotch  descent.  To 
Joel  and  Jane  Axtell  there  was  born  a  family  of 
seven  children,  who  are  recorded  as  follows: 
Robert,  the  eldest,  is  farming  in  Morrow  County, 
Ohio;  Thomas,  who  also  follows  agricultural  pur- 
suits, died  in  California,  in  1886;  Hannah  M.  and 
Phoebe  A.,  died  in  Morrow  County,  Ohio;  Obadiah 
C.  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  the  fourth  child; 
Simeon  B.,  is  farming  in  Morrow  County,  Ohio; 
and  Eunice  J.  is  a  native  of  Williams  County,  that 
State. 

Dr.  Axtell  spent  his  childhood  and  youth  at  the 
old  homestead  in  Jlorrow  Count}-,  Ohio,  attending 
the  common  school  and  assisting  his  parents  on  the 
farm.  He  was  raainlj'  occupied  in  agricultural 
pursuits  until  a  man  of  twenty-seven  years,  when 
he  turned  his  attention  to  the  study  of  medicine 
under  the  instruction  of  Dr.  Charles  Kelly,  of  Mt. 
Gilead,  Ohio.  In  due  time  he  entered  the  medical 
department  of  the  Michigan  State  University,  at 
Ann  Arbor,  and  when  leaving  that  institution  re- 
turned to  Ohio,  and  commenced  the  practice  of  his 
profession  in  Knox  County.  He  remained  a  resi- 
dent of  his  native  State  until  1872,  then  coming  to 
Kansas,  located  in  Pottawatomie  County,  and 
practiced  there  until  1883.  We  next  find  him  in 
Junction  City,  after  which  he  removed  to  Irving 
and  purchased  an  interest  in  a  drug  store.  He  con- 
lUicted  this  and  followed  his  profession  at  Irving 
until  the  year  1885,  in  which  year  he  removed  to 
Greenleaf,  where  he  has  since  remained,  and  now 
has  all  the  business  that  he  can  properly  attend  to. 
Politically,  the  Doctor  is  a  stanch  Democrat,  and 
socially,  is  a  member  in  good-standing  of  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternitj'  and  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  belonging  to 
the  lodges  at  Greenleaf. 

Dr.  Axtell  in  the  j-car  1860,  was  wedded  to  Miss 
Elizabeth  Wythe,  of  Mt.  Vernon,  Ohio.  Mrs.  Ax- 
tell was  boi-n  in  Knox  Countj',  that  State,  April  16, 
1842,  and  is  the  daughter  of  William  and  Maria 
(Cummings)  Wythe.  She  became  the  mother  of 
four  children,  and  departed  this  life  Jan.  17,  1883. 
Their  eldest  son.  Frank  D.,  married  Miss  L3-da 
Spaulding,   of  Pottawatomie   County,    this  State, 
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where  they  now  reside  and  have  one  child,  a  son — 
George;  Fred  W.,  married  Miss  Mattie  Clark,  of 
Waterville,  and  they  have  three  children — Earl  C. 
Jay  and  Fred;  they  are  residents  of  Waterville; 
Joel  is  unmarried  and  living  in  8t.  Francis,  Chey- 
enne Countjs  this  State;  Delia  died  when  fourteen 
months  old. 

In  1887,  Dr.  Axtell  contracted  a  second  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Jenny  Lafferty,  of  Trenton,  Mo. 
This  lady  was  born  in  Harrison  County.  Ohio, 
April  16,  1849  and  is  the  daughter  of  Jacob  Laff- 
ertj',  who  is  now  deceased ;  one  child  has  been 
born  of  this  marriage,  a  daughter,  Wilma  C. 

J;  OSEPII  W.  EMERSON,  late  one  of  tlie  load- 
I  ing  men  of  Zeandale  Township,  settled  within 
j  its  limits  in  186G  and  departed  this  life  at 
'  his  homestead  on  section  8,  Feb.  6,  1889. 
He  was  born  at  South  Reading,  now  Wakefield, 
Mass.,  Nov.  25,  1817,  ard  learned  tlie  trade  of  a 
carpenter.  In  due  time  he  developed  into  a 
builder  and  architect,  and  in  March,  1855,  came  to 
the  Territory  of  Kansas  in  company  with  Dr. 
Charles  Robinson.  He  was  engaged  at  Ids  trade  as 
a  carpenter  until  after  the  outbreak  of  tiie  Civil 
War  and  then  enlisted  in  July,  1861,  as  a  Union 
soldier  in  Companj'  A,  5th  Kansas  Cavalry,  in 
which  he  served  over  three  years  in  the  capacity 
of  Color-bearer.  In  the  meantime,  on  the  30th  of 
August,  1  864,  he  was  married  in  Topeka  to  Mrs. 
Emeline  H.  Mabie. 

Shortly  after  their  marriage,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Em- 
erson visited  the  East  where  they  spent  several 
months,  then  returning  to  Topeka,  this  State,  they 
lived  there  until  October,  1866.  Thence,  coming 
to  Riley  County,  they  settled  upon  a  homestead 
which  Mrs.  Emerson  still  owns  and  occupies.  No 
children  were  born  to  them  but  thej'  adopted  a  boy 
Herbert  B.,  who  died  at  the  homestead  in  Zeandale 
Township,  April  1,  1879,  when  a  promising  youth 
of  sixteen  years.  After  coming  to  the  above-men- 
tioned township,  Mr.  Emerson  followed  his  trade 
for  a  while  and  subsequently  gave  his  attention  al- 
most exclusively  to  farming  and  stock-raising.  He 
made  good  improvements  upon  his  homestead  and 


since  his  decease  his  widow  has  displayed  rare  good 
judgment  in  the  management  of  the  estate,  which 
constitutes  one  of  the  finest  homes  in  this  part  of 
the  country. 

Mrs.  Emeline  H.  Emerson  was  born  at  Goshen, 
Conn.,  May  17,  1821,  and  lived  there  until  a 
maiden  of  seventeen  years.  She  then  went  to 
Camillus,  N.  Y.,  and  entered  the  Female  Seminary- 
at  Auburn,  where  slie  took  a  regular  course  and 
fitted  herself  for  a  teacher.  She  followed  her  pro- 
fession several  terms  at  Camillus  and  later  taught  in 
Cortland  County  until  her  first  marriage.  On  the 
31st  of  March,  1851,  she  was  wedded  at  the  town 
of  Scott,  that  countj',  to  Mr.  Hiram  Mabie.  Mr. 
Mabie  was  a  native  of  Danube,  Herkimer  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  they  lived  in  Cortland  County  until 
1857.  During  a  portion  of  the  time,  jMrs.  Mahie 
held  the  position  of  Principal  of  the  I'nion  school 
at  McGranville. 

In  March,  1857,  Mr.  Mabie  came  to  Kansas  and 
in  the  following  December  was  joined  by  his  wife. 
They  settled  in  the  township  of  Wabaunsee,  near 
where  Wamego  now  stands,  and  there  Mr.  Mabie 
died  on  the  5th  of  May,  1859.  lilrs.  Mabie  followed 
the  profession  of  a  teacher  several  terms  in  that 
county.  In  December,  1860,  she  went  to  Topeka 
and  taught  two  years  in  a  private  school  and  two 
years  in  the  first  public  school  established  in 
Topeka  after  Kansas  became  a  State.  She  was  re- 
markably successful  as  an  instructor  and  a  great 
favorite  with  pupils  and  parents.  She  began  her 
labors  with  five  pupils  and  in  a  short  time  the  num- 
ber was  increased  to  seventy.  In  the  meantime  she 
made  the  acquaintance  of  Mr.  Joseph  W.  Emerson, 
and  they  were  united  in  marriage  on  the  30th  of 
August,  1864. 

While  living  with  her  first  husband  Mrs.  Emer- 
son adopted  a  little  girl,  Laura  E.,  who  became  the 
wife  of  Lauren  Newell  of  Zeandale  Township, 
where  she  is  now  living.  Mrs.  Newell  possesses 
fine  literary  ability  and  is  a  correspondent  for  a 
large  number  of  papers,  and  is  also  writing  for 
firms  in  twelve  different  States  for  musical  publica- 
tions. She  is  one  of  those  sweet  singers  whose  tal- 
ents are  largely  devoted  to  furthering  the  cause  of 
Christianity  and  her  songs  of  prayer  and  praise  are 
rung  out  bj'  youthful  voices  on  many  a  holy  day, 
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their  inspiring  words  being  set  to  music  b\'  com- 
posers of  wide  repute. 

Mrs.  Emerson  is  a  member  in  good  standing  of 
tlie  Congregational  Churcli  and  during  the  greater 
part  of  lier  life  has  been  actively  engaged  in  relig- 
ious woriv.  While  a  resident  of  Topel<a  she  eon- 
ducted  a  class  in  three  different  Sunday-schools. 
She  united  with  the  Presbyterian  Church  at  Camil- 
lus.  N.  Y.,  when  a  young  lady  of  nineteen  years, 
and  has  never  severed  her  membership  with  a  relig-, 
ious  body  since  that  time.  She  has  not  only  done 
much  for  the  cause  of  Christianity,  but  has  also 
labored  in  the  educational  field  in  her  own  home, 
liaving  conducted  a  puljlic  school  therein  for  a 
period  of  seven  years  prior  to  the  erection  of  the 
school  building  tliat  is  now  located  near  her  resi- 
dence. 

The  father  of  Mrs.  Emerson  was  John  Osborn,  a 
native  of  Stratford,  Conn.;  he  married  Miss  Sarah 
Humphrey,  likewise  a  native  of  that  State,  and  the}- 
settled  in  Goshen,  where  they  spent  the  greater 
part  of  their  lives.  Finally  they  removed  to 
Camillus.  N.  Y.,  where  they  died.  Their  family 
consisted  of  ten  children,  four  sons  and  six  daugh- 
ters, of  whom  Mrs.  Emerson  was  the  youngest. 
Two  of  these  children  are  living  and  located  in 
Kansas  and  New  York  respectively. 


JOSEPH  W.  LANGDON.  To  no  class  of 
men  is  Washington  more  indebted  for  its 
growth  and  importance  as  a  busy  and  flour- 
_  ishing  city  than  to  the  active,  enterprising, 
business-like  dealers  in  real  estate.  And  as  a  fine 
representative  of  this  class  it  gives  us  much  pleas- 
ure to  be  able  to  place  in  this  volume  a  sketch  of 
the  life  of  the  gentleman  whose  name  is  at  the  head 
of  this  biographical  review.  He  comes  of  a  long 
line  of  distinguished  ancestry  on  both  sides  of  the 
house,  among  whom  are  numl)ered  some  that 
occupied  prominent  places  in  the  early  Colonial 
and  later  history  of  New  England.  The  Langdons 
date  back  to  one  George  Langdon,  who,  one 
tradition  saj's.  emigrated  to  America  from  the  north 
of  England,  and  another  has  it  that  he  came  from 
the    southern     part    of    Scotland.     He    settled     in 


Weathersfield,  Conn.,  in  the  early  years  of  the 
settlement  of  that  town  in  Colonial  times,  and  he 
subsequently  went  from  there  to  Northampton, 
Mass.  His  son  Joseph  Langdon  was  the  next  in 
the  line  of  descent.  He  was  first  married  Oct.  1, 
1 683,  to  Susannah  Root,  a  daughter  of  John  and 
Mary  (Kilbourne)  Root,  of  Badley,  Northampton- 
shire, England.  After  her  death,  he  married  Mar}' 
Royce,  a  widow,  and  they  had  eight  children. 
Ebenezer  Langdon  was  the  next  in  order  of  birth. 
He  married  Jemima  Cowles,  daughter  of  Isaac  and 
Mary  (Andrews)  Cowles,  and  they  had  ten  child- 
ren. Their  son  Joseph  came  next  in  the  line  of  the 
progenitors  of  our  subject,  and  he  was  born  Dee. 
12,  1740.  He  was  a  resident  of  Farmington,  and 
died  there  Feb.  26,  1812.  The  maiden  name  of 
his  wife  was  Ruth  Hooker,  a  descendant  of  a  famous 
English  divine  and  scholar,  of  whom  further  men- 
tion is  made  in  these  pages,  and  she  was  a  daughter 
of  Capt.  Joseph  and  Sarah  (Lewis)  Hooker.  The 
next  in  line  of  descent  was  Reuben,  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  who  was  born  in  Farmington,  Conn., 
Oct.  18,  1777.  He  became  a  resident  of  Hartford, 
Conn.,  and  was  one  of  the  mo.st  prominent  business 
men  of  that  city  in  his  day.  He  was  a  merchant 
tiicre,  and  also  engaged  in  banking,  was  one  of  the 
incorporators  of  the  first  savings  bank  ever  estab- 
lished in  Hartford,  and  was  president  of  tiiat  insti- 
tution many  years.  He  died  in  that  city  Oct.  9. 
1849.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Patience 
Gilbert,  daughter  of  the  Hon.  Sylvester  and 
Patience  (Barber)  Gilbert.  They  had  nine  children, 
eight  of  whom  were  reared  to  maturity,  of  whom 
the  following  is  recorded:  Sylvester,  the  eldest 
son,  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  in  Hart- 
ford; Joseph  succeeded  his  father  in  business,  and 
carried  it  on  fifty-four  years;  George,  the  second 
son,  father  of  our  subject;  Charles  H,  was  in  the 
mercantile  business  in  New  York,  as  was  Reuben  J. ; 
Abby  E.  married  Prof.  S,  Hart,  and  after  his  death 
established  a  select  school  for  girls  in  Farmington, 
N.  Y.;  Ann  S.  married  the  Rev.  Edwin  R.  Gilbert, 
who  was  for  many  years  the  pastor  of  the  First 
Congregational  Church  of  Wallingford,  Conn.; 
Elizabeth  O.  married  James  C.  Woodruff,  a  mer- 
chant of  New  York;  Ellen  died  at  the  .age  of  seven 
years. 
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Before  referring  to  the  father  of  our  subject,  we 
will  go  back|a  little  to  the  history  of  the  family,  and 
touch  on  the  record  of  the  Hooker  family,  from 
which  the  great-grandraother  of  our  subject  sprang. 
The  following  is  taken  from  a  history  of  that 
famous  family,  which  was  commenced  about 
100  years  ago  and  finally  completed  by  Captain 
Edward  Hooker,  of  the  U.  S.  N.  at  Brooklyn.  N.  Y., 
who  brought  the  annals  down  to  1887.  "The 
Hookers  date  their  ancestry  back  to  Thomas 
Hooker,  who  was  born  in  Mafield,  Countj'  of 
Leicester,  England,  in  1586,  and  at  fourteen  years 
of  age  was  sent  to  school  at  Market  Bos  worth, 
twenty-five  miles  distant,  and  he  afterward  entered 
Emanuel  College,  Cambridge,  where  he  took  tlie 
degree  of  A.  B.  in  January,  1608  and  of  A.  M.  in 
1611.  About  1620  he  was  appointed  to  the  living 
of  Esher,  in  Surrey.  He  is  described  at  that  time 
as  "A  great  Scholar,  and  acute  disputant,  and 
strong,  learned,  wise  and  modest  man."  In  1625  or 
'26  he  was  appointed  lecturer  in  connection  with 
St.  Mary's  Church,  at  Chelmsford,  England,  in 
Essex  County,  lectureships  of  that  order  being  the 
outgrowth  of  the  Puritan  movement,  preaching 
being  in-demand  but  not  supplied  by  the  conserva- 
tive clergy.  Attracting  the  attention  of  Arch-bishop 
Laud,  who  disapproved  of  his  he-'etical  preach- 
ing, Hooker  was  obliged  to  retire  from  that  posi- 
tion, and  he  then  opened  a  private  school,  having 
as  assistant  John  Elliot,  afterwards  distinguished 
as  the  "Apostle  of  the  Indians"  for  tlie  grand 
work  he  did  among  them  in  the  Massachusetts  Bay 
Colony.  In  1630  Hooker  was  summoned  as  a  non- 
conformist to  appear  before  the  High  Commis- 
sion Court,  but  he  escaped  to  Holland,  and  became 
asaociate  pastor  [of  a  British  chapel  at  Delft,  and 
later  occupied  the  same  position  at  Rotterdam. 
In  1633  he  returned  to  England  in  disguise,  and 
sailing  thence  to  the  New  England  colonies, 
he  settled  in  Newton,  and  was  at  once  chosen 
pastor  of  the  church  there,  to  which  many  of  his 
former  parishioners  in  England  belonged.  In  1636 
his  church  moved  en  masse  to  Connecticut  and 
formed  a  town,  named,  first  Newtown,  and  later 
called  Hartford,  and  there  the  pilgrimage  of'that 
great  and  good  man  on  earth  ceased  July  7,  1647, 
and  in  a  few  days  he  was  borne  to   his  last  resting 


place  amid  the  prayers  and  tears  of  his  beloved 
people.  His  youngest  son  Samuel  was  the  next  in 
line.  He  was  graduated  from  Harvard  College  in 
1653,  and  was  married  at  Plymouth,  Mass.,  Sept. 
22,  1658,  to  Mary,  daughter  of  Capt.  Thomas  and 
Mary  (Brown)  Willet.  He  was  installed  pastor  of 
the  Congregational  Church  at  Farmington,  Conn., 
and  continued  in  charge  of  it  the  remainder  of  his 
life,  which  was  closed  Nov.  6,  1697.  His  son,  the 
Hon.  John  Hooker,  was  the  next  in  descent,  and  he 
was  born  in  Farmington,  Conn.,  Feb.  20,  1665. 
He  arose  to  a  position  of  eminence,  was  a  represen- 
tative in  the  general  assembly  in  his  native  state, 
and  was  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court.  He  married 
Abigail  Standley.  Their  son  Joseph  was  the  next 
in  line,  his  birth  occurring  B'eb.  15,  1705.  He  was 
captain  of  the  State  Militia.  He  married  Sarah 
Lewis,"  and  it  was  their  daughter  Ruth  who  became 
great-grandmother  of  the  present  Joseph  Langdon, 
of  whom  we  write,  by  her  marriage  with  his  ances- 
tor of  the  same  name. 

The  Rev.  George  Langdon, the  fatlier  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  New  London, Conn.,  Jan.  14,  1814. 
He  was  graduated  from  Yale  College  at  the  age  of 
twenty-four,  and  from  East  Windsor  Theological 
Seminary  at  the  age  of  twenty-seven,  and  soon 
entered  upon  his  career  as  a  Congregational  minis- 
I  ter,  his  first  pastorate  being  at  Gilson,  Cheshire 
County,  N.  H.  From  there  he  went  to  Downer's 
Grove,  111.,  from  there  to  Crystal  Lake,  and  after 
preaching  some  years,  accepted  a  call  in  1852  to 
take  charge  of  the  church  at  Cincinnatus,  N.  Y. 
His  natural  gifts  and  training  eminently  fitted  him 
for  the  ministry,  and  lie  was  a  power  in  the  pulpit. 
He  was  absorbed  in  his  profession,  but  his  ph3'sique 
was  not  equal  to  the  demands  made  upon  it  by  his 
work,  and  he  was  obliged  to  resign  his  pastorate 
on  account  of  ill-health.  He  tlien  devoted  himself 
to  the  mercantile  business  in  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  for 
a  period  of  six  years,  and  after  that,  moving  to 
New  Jersej',  engaged  in  the  culture  of  fruit  at 
Lakewood.  and  he  ami  his  wife  still  live  there  in 
the  very  pleasant  home  that  they  have  built  up, 
and  he  has  retired  from  active  life. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject  was 
Emma  Olivia  Barstow,  and  she  was  born  in  Can- 
terbury, Conn.,  a  daughter  of  Spaulding  and  Emma 
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Temperance  (Holmes)  Bai-stow,  coming  of  illustri- 
ous ancestry  on  both  the  paternal  and  maternal 
side.  Her  parents  were  natives  of  Connecticut, 
and  were  united  in  marriage  Nov.  18.  1818.  Her 
father  removed  from  the  town  of  his  nativity  to 
Woodstock,  where  he  bought  a  home,  and  resided 
till  his  death,  which  occurred  Dec.  5,  1852.  He 
was  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  his  community, 
a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church  and  he 
served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  was  a  member 
of  the  State  Legislature  in  1831.  He  was  the  fa- 
ther of  three  daughters,  of  whom  the  mother  of  our 
subject  was  the  second  in  order  of  birth.  She  was 
finely  educated,  a  graduate  of  Norwich  Academy, 
Connecticnt,  and  was  married  at  twenty  years  of 
age.  Her  paternal  ancestry  has  been  traced  back 
to  1271.  At  that  time,  and  during  the  reign  of 
Henry  HI,  William  and  Christiana  De  Burstowe 
were  residents  of  Suffolk,  England.  Their  descend- 
ants changed  the  name  to  Barstow,  and  in  1635,  or 
thereabouts,  four  Barstow  brothers,  named  William, 
George,  Michael  and  John,  came  to  America, 
George  and  AVilliam  embarking  September  25,  in 
the  slii[)  '-True  Love."  William  settled  in  Scituate, 
George  inDedliam,  Mass.,  Michael  in  Watertown, 
and  John  in  Cambridge,  and  the  latter  was  the 
ancestor  of  our  subject.  He  married  Lyd la  Hatch 
in  1678,  and  they  had  seven  cliildren.  He  after- 
ward became  a  resident  of  Scituate.  His  son  Job. 
the  next  in  line,  married  Rebecca  Bushnell  in  1707, 
and  they  took  up  their  abode  in  Norwich,  Conn., 
where  he  dieil  in  1767,  aged  eighty-four  years. 
He  was  the  father  of  nine  children,  and  his  son  John 
a  forefather  of  our  subject,  mai-ried  .lerusha  New- 
comb  in  1746.  They  settled  in  Canterbury,  Conn., 
and  there  he  died  in  1796  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
one.  His  son  Samuel  Barstow  was  the  great-grand- 
father of  our  subject.  He  was  three  times  married, 
first  to  Mary  Adams,  secondly  to  Hannah  Spauld- 
ing,  and  his  third  wife  was  Amy  Fitch.  He  died 
in  1822,  aged  seventy-two.  His  son  Spaulding, 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  by  his  second  wife. 
As  before  recorded,  he  married  into  the  Holmes 
family,  and  his  wife  was  a  cousin  of  the  famous 
author  and  scholar,  Dr.  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes. 
The  Holmes  family  were  among  the  first  settlers  of 
IJoxbury,  Mass.,  which    was   settled   in    1630.     In 


1686  thirty-nine  men  with  their  families  emigrated 
in  a  body  to  Connecticut  and  founded  the  town 
of  Woodstock.  Prominent  among  these  men  was 
one,  John  Holmes,  then  a  foung  man  of  twenty- 
five,  and  from  him  sprang  the  branch  of  the  family 
to  which  we  have  reference.  His  son  Dr.  David 
Holmes,  the  next  in  line,  was  an  active  member  of 
the  Woodstock  church,  and  he  was  an  army  sur- 
geon in  both  the  French  and  Revolutionary  wars. 
His  son,  the  Rev.  Abiel  Holmes,  D.  D.,  L.  L.  D., 
born  in  1763,  was  pastor  of  the  Woodstock  Congre- 
gational Church  forty  years.  He  gave  a  pulpit 
bible  to  the  church,  which  after  many  years  service 
was  re-bound  in  1843  by  Dr.  Oliver  Wendell 
Holmes  his  grandson,  son  of  his  son,  the  Rev.  Abiel 
Holmes,  who  bore  his  name  and  title.  Another  of 
his  sons.  Dr.  Lathrop  Holmes,  was  the  great-grand- 
father of  our  subject.  He  was  a  prominent  physician 
in  Woodstock,  Conn.  He  and  his  wife  went  on  a 
sea  voyage  to  Georgia,  and  on  the  return  trip  the 
ship  was  lost  and  they  perished.  It  was  through 
their  only  child,  their  daughter  Emma  Temperance, 
grandmother  of  our  subject,  that  connection  with 
the  Langdons  was  established,  her  daughter  Emma 
Olivia,  b}^  her  marriage  with  Spaulding  Barstow, 
mam-ying  as  before  mentioned,  the  Rev.  George 
Langdon.  To  these,  the  parents  of  our  subject, 
have  been  born  six  children,  of  whom  the  following 
is  recorded:  Her  vert  is  cashier  of  the  National 
Fire  Insurance  Company,  of  Hartford  Conn.; 
Charles  S.  is  local  agent  for  the  satne  company; 
Mary  E.,  who  was  a  music  teacher  in  the  Wood- 
stock Seminary  some  years,  is  now  the  wife  of 
James  W.  Pierce,  a  baker  and  confectioner,  resi- 
dent in  Washington;  our  subject  was  the  next  in 
order  of  birth;  Emma,  the  second  child,  died  in 
infancy. 

Joseph  W.  Langdon  of  this  biography  was  born 
at  Crystal  Lake,  McHenry  County,  111.,  July 
12,  1851.  He  was  but  an  infant  when  his  parents 
returned  to  the  East,  and  he  was  educated  in 
Pittsfield,  Mass.,  and  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  while  a 
student  in  the  latter  city  he  clerked  in  his  uncle's 
store  when  not  in  school.  He  made  his  home  with 
his  parents  until  1872,  when  he  came  to  Kansas, 
and  established  himself  in  the  nursery  business  in 
the  city   of  Lawrence,  remaining  there  till    1877. 


j:>ORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


In  that  year  he  came  to  Washington,  and  buj-ing 
land  joining  the  citj',  opened  the  Washington 
County  Nursery,  and  devoted  his  time  exclusively 
to  its  management  the  ensuing  ten  years.  In  1887 
he  opened  an  office  and  entered  into  the  gener- 
al real  estate,  loan  and  insurance  business,  in 
which  he  has  been  eminently'  successful  from  a 
financial  point  of  view.  By  his  enterprise  and 
business  ability  he  has  given  an  impetus  to  the 
growth  of  the  city,  and  he  takes  as  much  pride  in 
its  progress  and  well-doing  as  its  very  earliest 
settlers,  and  may,  indeed,  be  classed  among  its 
pioneers,  although  he  did  not  come  heie  for  some 
years  after  it  was  founded.  A  manl}-,  upright, 
noble-hearted  man,  inheriting  from  a  Puritan  an- 
cestry a  deeply  religious  nature,  he  is  a  devoted 
Christaiu,  and  is  an  influence  for  much  good  in  this 
community.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  which  he  has  served  as  Elder 
and  he  is  an  ardent  worker  in  the  Sunday-school, 
loving  children  and  beloved  by  them,  he  is  in  liis 
element  when  working  among  them.  He  has  been 
Superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school  many  years, 
and  is  present  Secretary  of  the  County  Sunday- 
school  association,  which  office  he  has  held  several 
years.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  and  is 
Secretary  of  the  County  Bible  Society.  He  has 
always  been  a  Republican  in  politics. 

Mr.  Langdon  was  married  Oct.  1,  1871,  to  Miss 
Neva  I.  Mcintosh,  and  thej^  have  two  children 
living:  Fay  H.,  born  Feb.  8,  1881;  Charles  H., 
born  Aug.  24, 1 884.  Walter  Earl,  their  first  child, 
born  April  3,  1879,  died  Aug.  23,  1881.  Mrs. 
Langdon  was  born  in  Oskaloosa,  Iowa,  the  oldest 
daughter  of  Captain  Thornton  and  Julia  A. 
(Jackson)  Mcintosh.  Her  father  was  born  in 
Kentucky  Aug.  30,  1827,  and  being  left  an  orphan 
at  an  early  age,  was  cared  for  for  a  time  by  an 
uncle,  and  was  reared  to  farming.  He  located  in 
Mahaska  County,  Iowa,  in  the  early  days  of  its 
settlement,  buying  land  there  and  engaging  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits.  When  the  war  broke  out  he 
sprang  with  patriotic  ardor  to  the  defense  of  the 
Union,  was  chosen  Captain  of  Company  K.,  33d 
Iowa  Infantry,  and  did  faithful  and  valuable  ser- 
vice at  the  front  two  years.  At  the  expiration  of 
that  time  he  had  to  resign  on  account    of  his  wife's 


I    ill  healtii,  and  lie  was   honorably  discharged.     Re- 
turning to  his  home  in  Iowa,  he  resumed   farming. 
\    In  1869  he  came  to  Kansas  and  settled  in    Leaven- 
j    worth  County,  and  buying  a  farm  near  Springdale 
j    he  engaged    in    farming   and   stock  raising   there 
some  years.     While  a  resident   of  that   county  he 
was  active  in  i)ublic  affairs,  and  was  elected  to  the 
j   Legislature.     In  1871  he  sold  his  property  in   that 
I   part  of  the  State,  and  moved  to  Oskaloosa,  in  Jeffer- 
son County,  where  he  bought  a  half  section  of  land 
I   near  the  town,  and   made   his   home  there    till    his 
death  March    23,    1888.     He    was    twice    married. 
His  first  wife,  mother  of  Mrs.  Langdon,   was  born 
Nov.  21,  1831,  and  died  January  1,  1863. 


-^-#- 


^X  LEXANDER  L.  PARKMAN.    Situated  on 
PO     section  13,  directly  on  the  eastern   line  of 
///  111    Lincoln  Township  lies  the  well-equipped 
Jjl  160-acre  farm  of  Mr.  Parkman,  to  the  cul- 

tivation and  improvement  of  which  he  has  bent  his 
energies  since  the  fall  of  1878.     He  came  that  year 
j   to  Washington    County   and    purchased    the  land 
j    which  he  now  owns  at  a  time  when  the  country  was 
■    comparatively  new,  bearing  very  little  resemblance 
to  its  present  condition.     His  career  has  been  that 
j    of    a    peaceable    and    law-abiding   citizen,    during 
i    which   he   has   given   his  attention    mostly  to   his 
I    farming  interests  and  has  furnished    to  his  com- 
munity an  example  of  perseverance  and   industry 
worthy  of  emulation. 

A  man  a  little  over  sixty-three  years  old,  the 
subject  of  this  notice  was  born  in  Geauga  County, 
Ohio,  June  4,  1826,  and  is  the  son  of  Erastus  Park- 
man  who  was  born  in  New  York  State,  Aug.  15, 
1796.  The  latter  was  of  German  extraction  and 
in  earl3'^  life  learned  the  miller's  trade  which  he 
mostly  followed  thereafter.  He  married  a  maiden 
of  his  own  State,  Miss  Roxana  Weston,  who  was 
born  June  21, 1793  and  died  in  1876.  The  maternal 
grandfather  of  our  subject  was  Nathaniel  Weston, 
likewise  a  native  of  New  York  State  and  a  farmer 
bv  occupation.  Five  children  were  born  to  Erastus 
and  Roxana  Parkrn.an  and  were  named  respectively, 
Robert,  Lydia.  Alexander,  Lucy  and  Seymour. 
I        Mr.  I'arknian,  our  subject,  was  the  third  child  of 
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liis  parents  with  whom  he  lived  in  (ieaiiga  County, 
Ohio,  until  1839.  He  attended  the  common  school 
and  worked  with  his  father  on  the  farm  until  the 
3-ear  above  mentioned,  then  leaving  home  proceeded 
to  Noble  County,  Ind.,  where  he  worked  in  a  woolen 
factory  and  remained  six  years.  The  year  following 
lie  spent  in  his  native  State,  then  journeyed  to 
^Michigan  and  after  tliree  years  spent  there  went 
hack  to  Ohio.  From  there,  in  1878.  he  came  to 
this  State,  of  which  lie  has  since  been  a  resident. 
On  the  23d  of  May,  1850,  he  was  married  in  Ohio 
to  Miss  Eliza,  daughter  of  Jerry  Presley,  the  latter 
a  native  of  New  York  State.  Mrs.  Parkman  was 
born  in  Ohio  and  died  at  her  home  in  Indiana  in 
1856. 

In  1868  Mr.  Parkman  contracted  a  second  mat- 
rimonial alliance  with  Miss  Harriet  J.  Baker.  This 
hidy  was  born  in  Massachusetts  in  1839,  and  is  the 
(laughter  of  ^'alarous  and  Hannah  (Bliss)  Baker. 
who  were  of  New  England  birtii  and  ancestry  and 
natives  respectively  of  Vermont  and  Connecticut. 
Both  were  members  of  the  Baptist  Church.  The 
father  spent  his  last  years  in  Indiana  and  the  mother 
died  in  Michigan. 

Mr.  Parkman  by  his  second  marri.age  has  one 
cliild,  a  son,  Selah.  lie  is  a  man  who  has  verj' 
little  to  do  with  political  matters,  with  the  exception 
of  giving  his  support  to  the  Republican  party,  and 
he  has  no  inclination  to  seek  office.  The  little 
family  are  comfortable  in  tlieir  home  surioundings 
and  enjoy  the  friondsliip  of  all  who  know  them. 


EONARD  C.  SPAULDING  is  one  of  the 
lionored  citizens  of  Mill  Creek  Township, 
Washington  Countj'.  He  was  born  in  Steu- 
ben County,  N.  Y..  Dec.  28.  1820.  His  father, 
'I'yler  Spaulding.  was  born  in  Vermont,  and  was  a 
son  of  Jeremiah  Spaulding,  who  served  in  the  War 
of  1812,  and  assisted  in  the  defense  of  Plattsburg, 
N.  y.  Going  back  two  generations  farther  in  the 
direct  line,  we  (ind  the  family  residents  of  New 
iMigland  and  two  of  the  ancestors  bearing  the 
name  of  Joseph.  Prior  to  their  day,  the  Spauldings 
lived  in  England.  The  mother  of  our  subject  bore 
the  maiden   name   of  Sarepta  Chadwick.     She  was 


I  born  in  New  Hampshire,  and  was  a  daughter  of 
Nathan  Chadwick  of  that  State.  The  father  of  our 
subject  died  in  1854.  the  mother  surviving  until 
1875. 

The  parental  family  comprised  nine  children,  the 
gentleman  of  whom  we  write   being  the  first  born. 

j  The  second,  Harley,  died  in  infancy.  The  oldest 
daughter,  Lydia,  is  living  in  Lenawee  County, 
Mich.,  near  Hudson.  She  is  the  widow  of  J.  L. 
Dewey,  who  died  in  March,  1889.  Their  family 
comprises  nine  children  all  living  and  grown  to 
maturity.  The  next  two  children  of  the  parental 
family,  Tyler  and  Alexander,  died  in  infancy. 
Achsah  died  when  about  fifteen  3-ears  old.  Calj'sta 
is  the  wife  of  P.  H.  Armstrong,  a  farmer  of  East 
(Jtto,  N.  Y.;  they  have  three  children  living.  Syl- 
vester C,  is  living  at  the  same  place.  His  first 
wife  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Lucy  Tuller;  she 
died  about  the  year  1880,  leaving  one  child.  Mr. 
Spaulding  subsequentlj-  married  Miss  Holmes. 
Hannahette  was  the  wife  of  Amos  Austin;  she  died 
in  Perry,  Wyoming  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in  1865. 

The  gentleman'whosc  name  initiates  this  notice 
was  reared  on  a  farm,  and  was  the  recipient  of  the 
educational  advantages  afforded  by  the  common 
schools.  He  remained  at'home  until  he  was  twenty- 
nine  years  old.  On  Feb.  14,  1850,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Rhoda  Larrabee.  The  bride 
was  born  in  E.ast  Otto,  N.  Y..  and  was  a  daughter 
of  Sydney  and  Lorinda  (Scoville)  Larrabee.  Her 
parents  were  natives  of  Vermont.  Mrs.  Spaulding 
departed  this  life  Aug.  8,  1886.  Her  death  was 
not  only  a  grievous  affliction  to  her  family,  but 
was  felt  by  many  friends  to  whom  her  sterling 
character  and  many  virtues  had  endeared  her. 

The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spaulding  was  blessed 
by  the  birth  of  eleven  children,  of  whom  we  note 
the  following:  Morris  G.,  the  first  born,  died 
when  a  little  more  than  a  year  old.  Shelby  mar- 
ried Miss  Nancy  A.  Sherman;  they  live  on  a  farm 
adjoining  that  of  our  subject;  they  have  four  chil- 
dren. Marcus  L.  married  Miss  Emma  S.  Bonesteel. 
She  died  in  November.  1887.  leaving  one  child, 
and  the  widowed  husiiand  subsequently  married 
Miss  Julia  A.  Wooding.  AUie  died  Sept.  29, 1862, 
aged  six  years.  The  next  in  order  of  birth  was 
Sydney  T.,  who    died    .Sei)t.  16,   1862.     Cyrus   E. 
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died  Oct.  3,1862,  at  the  asje  of  nine  months.  Eleanor 
V.  married  Thomas  A.  Yedder.  a  farmer  of  Mil] 
Creek  Township;  they  have  two  children.  Amy 
L.  is  at  liome.  Marshall  T.  died  Nov.  3,  1867, 
aged  one  year.  Frankie  J.  died  in  infancy.  Bertha 
E.  is  unmarried  and  at  home. 

Mr.  Spaulding  is  a  Republican.  He  is  a  consis- 
tent member  of  the  Free-Will  Baptist  Cliurch.  He 
is  an  intelligent,  modest  and  thoroughly  honorable 
roan,  of  quiet  and  undemonstrative  manners.  His 
fellow-citizens  regard  him  with  great  respect.  Per- 
sonally he  is  of  medium  height,  compact  build,  with 
fair  complexion,  light  eyes,  gray  hair  and  full  gray 
beard.  He  is  a  well  preserved  old  gentleman,  and 
bears  the  weight  of  his  almost  three  score  years 
and  ten,  more  lightly  than  some  men  do  a  far  less 
number. 


(fJ^^^ANS  HANSON.  The  pleasant  rural  home 
|lfj|l  of  this  gentleman  is  located  in  Mulberry 
^%^  Township,  Clay  County,  where  he  owns 
^P  240  acres  of  improved  land  on  sections  12 
and  13.  The  farm  is  thoroughly  cultivated,  and 
bear.s  all  necessary  buildings,  well  built  and  conven- 
iently disposed.  Mr.  Hanson  also  owns  an  im- 
proved farm  of  160  acres  lying  east  of  Morgan- 
ville,  in  Sherman  Township.  He  became  a  resi- 
dent of  this  State  and  county  in  1872.  at  which 
time  he  purchased  a  homesteader's  claim,  which 
forms  a  portion  of  his  present  landed  estate.  He 
has  since  made  the  excellent  improvements  which 
it  now  bears,  and  brought  his  land  to  its  present 
high  state  of  productiveness. 

Mr.  Hanson  is  a  native  of  Denmark,  and  of  pure 
Danish  blood.  His  father,  Hans  Peterson,  was  a 
farmer,  and  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-six,  our  subject 
being  then  twenty-four  years  old.  The  mother 
bore  the  maiden  name  of  Christina  Clausen.  She 
departed  this  life  when  our  subject  was  but  four 
years  old.  Four  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Peterson,  the  gentleman  of  whom  we  write 
being  the  only  son  and  youngest  child;  Two 
daughters  died  in  their  native  land,  and  one  is  still 
living  there.  Both  parents  belonged  to  the  Luth- 
eran Church. 

Hans  Hanson  was  born  on  the  Island  of  Laaland, 


July  13,  1837.  He  was  reared  and-  educated  in  his 
native  land,  and  there  resided  until  the  year  1872. 
On  March  3  of  that  year  he  took  passage  at  Copen- 
hagen on  a  steamer  bound  for  Quebec,  Canada. 
After  landing  he  went  to  Chicago,  whence  he  came 
immediately  to  this  State.  He  lias  prospered  in 
his  occupation  here,  and  has  built  u))  a  comfoi'tal)le 
and  substantial  home. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  was  celebrated  in 
his  native  land,  the  bride  being  Miss  Margaretta 
Hanson.  This  estimable  lady  was  born  and  reared 
near  her  husband's  birthplace.  She  was  one  of  a 
family  of  two  sons  and  two  daughters  born  to  her 
parents.  One  of  her  brothers  is  now  in  the  United 
States,  the  other  brother  and  sister  still  living  in 
their  native  land.  Her  father,  John  Hanson,  was 
a  weaver,  and  lived  funtil  past  the  age  of  sixty 
years.  His  wife,  Sophia  (nee  Hanson),  died  in 
middle  life.  Both  were  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Church. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hanson,  of  this  sketch,  are  the  par- 
ents of  eight  children,  five  having  been  born  in 
Denmark.  Hannah,  wife  of  Bruce  Taj'lor,  lives  on 
a  farm  in  Wyoming  Territory.  Christina,  wife  of 
Peter  Anderson,  resides  on  a  farm  in  this  county 
and  township.  Sophia  is  keeping  house  in  Sher- 
man Township  for  her  brothers  Peter  and  William, 
who  are  engaged  in  farming  there.  Maggie,  John 
A.  and  Lloyd  D.  still  remain  at  home. 

Mr.  and^Mrs.  Hanson  are  members  of  the  Lulli- 
ran  Church  in  Sherman  Township.  Mr.  Hanson  is 
a  Republican  in  politics,  lie  is  highl3'  respected 
by  his  fellow-citizens  as  a  man  of  trust-worthiness 
in  his  business  dealings  and  private  life,  and  a  re- 
liable citizen  of  the  land  of  his  adoption. 


'ENAS  D.  SMITH  is  one  of  the  leading 
stock  men  of  Greenleaf  Township,  Washing- 

'  ton  County.  He  owns  and  occupies  what  is 
known  as  the  "Elm  Grove  Farm"  on  section  27. 
He  gives  the  greater  part  of  his  attention  to  the 
breeding  of  Poland-China  hogs,  but  also  keeps  a 
few  Ilolstein  cattle.  Mr.  Smith  has  been  an  occu- 
pant of  his  present  home  since   1870,  although  his 
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citizenship  of  Kansas  began  at  a  much  earlier  date. 
He  is  one  of  the  pioneers,  having  settled  in  Bour- 
bon County  in  1858,  and  with  the  exception  of 
three  j'ears  he  has  been  a  continuous  resident  of 
tiie  State  since  that  lime. 

The  subject  of  tiiis  sketch  traces  his  descent 
from  John  Smith,  who  came  to  America  on  the 
"IMayflower."  His  grandfather  bore  the  name  of 
Seth,  and  his  father  that  of  Ira.  The  latter  was 
born  in  Granby,  Mass.,  in  1788.  He  removed  to 
New  York  when  a  young  man,  and  married  there. 
In  1836  he  removed  to  Ashtabula  County,  Ohio, 
and  two  years  later  to  Lorain  County,  where  he  re- 
mained until  1850.  He  then  changed  his  residence 
to  LaSalle  County,  111.,  where  he  died  March  24, 
1855.  He  was  in  moderate  circumstances.  His 
life  was  devoted  to  the  work  of  a  minister  of  the 
Congregational  Church.  The  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject, in  her  maidenhood  Miss  Hannah  Green,  was 
l)orn  in  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  11,  1793,  and 
died  in  LaSalle  County,  111.,  Aug.  10,  '868.  Her 
union  with  Ira  Smitli  resulted  in  the  birth  of  thir- 
teen children,  eleven  of  whom  reached  the  age  of 
maturity. 

Zenas  D.  Smith,  of  whom  we  write,  was  born 
March  12,  1832,  in  Union  Township,  Broome  Co., 
N.  Y.,  and  was  the  seventh  cliild  of  his  parents. 
His  boyhood  and  youtii  were  passed  in  Lorain 
County,  Ohio,  where  he  received  a  good  education. 
He  was  about  eighteen  years  of  age  when  he  came 
with  his  parents  to  LaSalle  County,  111.  There 
lie  worked  on  a  farm  until  1858,  when  he  moved 
to  Bourbon  County,  this  State.  After  about  Ave 
years  residence  there  he  went  to  Tojieka,  where  lie 
engaged  in  the  daily  business  and  remained  until 
1867.  Thence  he  returned  to  LaSalle  County,  111.. 
where  he  sojourned  two  years.  In  1870  he  returned 
to  Kansas  and  bought  120  acres  of  land,  where  he 
now  I'esides. 

In  LaSalle  County,  111.,  Sept.  18,  1855,  an  in- 
teresting ceremony  took  place,  by  which  Miss  Fide- 
lia F.  Ford  became  Mrs.  Zenas  D.  Smith.  The 
bride  was  born  in  Lowell,  Mass.,  Nov.  14,  1835, 
being  a  daughter  of  Seth  F.  and  Elizabeth  (Fry) 
Ford.  She  has  borne  ten  children:  Ira,  Ella,  Seth 
(deceased),  LeRoy,  Theodore  and  Flora  (deceased) 
Ilattie,  Lucy,  Walter,  and  Edith  (deceased). 


Mr.  Smith  is  a  Republican,  and  gives  a  hearty 
support  to  the  party  principles.  He  has  been  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace  in  Lincoln  Township  for  several 
years.  He  is  a  man  of  high  standing  among  the 
agriculturists  of  tiie  count}',  and  of  good  repute  as 
a  man  and  citizen  wherever  he  is  known. 

During  the  famous  Price  raid  in  Kansas,  our 
subject  was  directed  by  the  Governor  Qf  the  State 
with  others  to  join  a  body  of  men  for  the  purpose 
of  repelling  the  invader.  Our  subject  was  taken 
prisoner  about  twelve  miles  south  of  Kansas  City, 
near  the  Little  Blue  River,  and  was  held  captive  five 
days,  when  he  made  his  jescape  in  the  night,  and 
returned  to  the  Federal  lines.  His  team  of  horses, 
harness  and  wagon,  which  were  also  pressed  into 
the  service,  together  with  about  $100  in  mone}' 
which  he  had  on  his  person,  were  confiscated  bj- 
the  rebels.  JMr.  Smith,  after  his  release,  was  per- 
mitted to  return  to  his  home.  From  the  mental 
strain  and  e.Kposu re  incident  to  this  experience,  our 
subject's  health  was  impaired  to  such  a  degree  that 
he  has  never  since  fully  recovered.  This  experi- 
ence occurred  in  October,  and  our  subject  having 
been  stripped]  of  his  wearing  apparel,  was  obliged 
to  make  his  way  barefooted  the  entire  distance. 

ILLIAM  GEPNER.  The  agricultural  in- 
terests of  Bloom  Township  find  a  wortlu' 
representative  in  Mr.  Gepner,  who  owns 
.280  acres  of  improved  land,  on  section  11,  120  of 
which  he  homesteaded  from  the  Government  in 
1871.  After  paying  out  the  necessary  money  re- 
quired to  secure  this  land  he  only  had  $5  left  and 
with  this  he  purchased  the  necessaries  of  life  for 
which  he  had  to  pay  a  big  price.  He  was  then  a 
single  man  and  kept  batchelor's  hail  in  a  dugout, 
having  for  his  only  companions  his  faithful  dogs 
and  an  old  ox  team  who  shared  equally  with  him 
his  shelter  and  food. 

,  From  that  modest  beginning  Mr.  Gepner  has  con- 
structed one  of  the  most  beautiful  homes  in  the 
northwest  corner  of  Clay  County.  It  has  taken 
no  small  amount  of  hard  labor,  and  hard  cash  like- 
wise, to  bring  the  land  to  its  present  condition  and 
erect  upon  it  the  buildings  required  b}'   the  enter- 
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prisiug  agriculturist.  Mr.  Gepner  has  his  farm 
well  stocked,  has  planted  forest  and  fruit  trees  and 
gathered  about  himself  and  his  family  all  the  com- 
forts of  modern  life.  He  is  a  native  of  German3% 
having  been  born  in  the  citj-  of  Templeburg,  Oct. 
2,  1849,  and  lived  there  until  sixteen  years  old, 
when,  emigrating  to  America,  he  settled  in  Cincin- 
nati, Ohio,  where  he  drove  a  milk  wagon  four 
years  and  laid  up  quite  a  little  sum  of  money. 
This,  however,  he  lost  in  a  broken  bank  and  among 
friends  who  deceived  him.  Therefore  upon  com- 
ing to  Kansas  he  was  obliged  to  commence  again 
at  the  foot  of  the  ladder. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  Karl  Gepner,  a  car- 
penter by  trade,  and  who  married  Miss  Louisa 
Knout,  who  was  born  in  South  Germany.  They 
became  the  parents  of  five  children  and  sailed  for 
America  with  their  family  in  1866,  landing  in  Que- 
bec, Canada,  after  a  seven  weeks'  voyage,  on  the 
4th  of  July.  They  experienced  a  very  stormj- 
passage,  at  one  time  expecting  to  go  to  the  bottom 
of  the  ocean.  From  Quebec,  after  a  time  they 
came  over  into  the  States  and  lived  in  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  until  1871.  That  year  most  of  the  family 
came  to  Kansas.  The  father  and  sons  took  up  a 
homestead  in  Bloom  Township,  the  former  securing 
eighty  acres  from  which  he  constructed  a  comfort- 
able home  and  where  his  death  occurred  April  17. 
1885,  when  he  was  seventy-two  years  old.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  in  the  or- 
ganization of  which  he  assisted,  and  in  politics,  was 
a  stanch  Republican.  The  wife  and  mother  is  still 
living  at  the  old  homestead  and  is  now  seventy- 
seven  years  of  age.  She  and  her  husband  had 
lived  together  for  the  long  period  of  forty-nine 
3-ears  and  six  months.  She  likewise  is  a  member 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  married  in  his 
dugout  Sept.  26,  1876,  to  Miss  Lydia  Petermyer. 
This  ladj'  was  born  in  Gasconade  County,  Mo.,  in 
April,  1857,  and  seven  years  after  her  marriage 
died  when  twenty-six  years  old  at  the  birth  of  her 
fourth  child.  She  likewise  was  a  Presbyterian  in 
religion.  Mr.  Gepner  in  due  time  contracted  a 
second  marriage  in  Bloom  Township  with  Miss  Ma- 
linda  Kink,  a  native  of  Canada,  whose  parents  re- 
moved to  Illinois  and  died    when    their    daugliter. 


Malinda,  was  a  small  child.  She  died  eighteen 
months  after  her  wedding  at  the  early  age  of  nine- 
teen years  and  six  months.  She  was  of  French 
parentage  and  a  member  of  the  Catholic  Church. 
Of  this  union  there  was  born  one  child,  a  son,  Lud- 
wig. 

Indue  time,  Sept.  14,  1887,  Mr.  Gepner  was  a 
third  time  married  to  Miss  Augusta  Fieldbinder. 
This  lady  was  born  in  Germany  and  when  sixteen 
years  old  came  with  her  parents  to  America.  They 
settled  in  Illinois  and  Miss  Augusta  came  to  Kan- 
sas at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  from  Illinois. 
Of  this  union  there  has  been  born  one  child,  a  son, 
William  J.  The  children  of  the  first  marriage  of 
Mr.  Gepner  were  named  respectively,  Frederick 
W.,  F>ediua,  Anna  M.,  and  Julius  C,  deceased 
Mr.  Gepner  is  a  mefnber  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  and  a  Republican  in  politics.  His  present 
wife  is  a  Lutheran  in  religion.  For  the  first  few 
weeks  after  settling  on  his  homestead  Mr.  Gepner 
actually  lived  on  the  weed  called  "lambs  quarter," 
boiled  with  a  little  meat  for  which  he  had  to  pa}' 
a  high  price. 


\Jl  EONARD  P.  CUSHING  is  one  of  the  enter- 
prising and  successful  j^oung  farmers  of 
Washington  Count}'.  He  may  well  be 
proud  of  the  success  he  has  achieved  and  the  part 
he  has  taken  in  the  development  of  Sheridan  Town- 
ship. He  was  born  in  Greene  County,  III.,  F'eb.  14, 
1855.  When  about  nine  years  old,  his  parents  re- 
moved to  Christian  Count}^  where  he  was  reared 
on  a  farm.  He  was  the  recipient  of  such  educa- 
tional advantages  as  were  afforded  in  the  district 
schools. 

In  March,  1878,  he  came  with  his  family  to  this 
count}'  and  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land.  Ik- 
has  since  bougiit  an  additional  sixty  acres,  and 
brought  the  entire  place  to  a  high  state  of  cultiva- 
tion and  product! venesss.  Tlie  farm  is  divided 
into  fields  of  convenient  size,  and  all  well  fenced. 
There  were  no  buildings  on  the  land  when  it  was 
purchased  by  Mr.  Cushing.  He  now  has  adequate 
and  substantial  stable  ,  hog  pens,  cribs,  etc.,  and  a 
neat  and  sufficiently  commodious  frame  house. 
He  has  planted  about  200  grape  vines,  and  an  orcli- 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


1185 


ard  of  seventy-five  apple  trees.  Quite  a  number  of 
forest  trees  afford  cooling  shelter  on  various  parts 
of  the  estate.  ' 

In  Ciiristian  County,  111.,  on  Feb.  14,  1877.  an 
interesting  ceremony  took  place.  It  was  that 
whicii  united  the  lives  and  fortunes  of  our  subject 
and  Miss  Emma  Webster  of  that  county.  The 
bride  is  a  daughter  of  M.  P.  and  Theresa  (Chase) 
Webster.  The  union  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth 
of  three  interesting  children — Euda.  Carrie  and 
Olive. 

Our  subject  is  a  son  of  Montgomery  H.  and 
JMar_v  (Clark)  Gushing,  and  is  the  fourth  in  a  fam- 
ily of  nine  children.  Eight  of  them  are  still  living. 
All  were  born  in  Illinois.  The  eldest  son,  George, 
served  in  the  defense  of  the  Union  during  the  late 
Civil  War.  The  parents  removed  from  Illinois  to 
Clay  County,  Neb.,  about  the  year  1879.  There 
the  father  took  a  timber  claim  of  eighty  acres,  up- 
on which  the  mother  and  two  sons  are  now  living. 
Tlie  father  departed  this  life  in  April,  1885.  The 
mother  is  a  communicant  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church. 

Mr.  Cushing  served  as  Constable  in  this  town- 
ship. He  is  a  man  of  high  principles,  marked  in- 
telligence, and  kindly  manners.  His  wife  is  pos- 
sessed of  many  social  and  domestic  virtues.  They 
stand  well  in  the  esteem  of  their  neighbors  and  fel- 
low citizens,  and  are  likely  in  the  3'ears  to  come  to 
rank  still  higher  as  their  \'ears  of  usefulness  in- 
crease. 


-^-a>;?3ra»» 


J~'  E.  BALDRV.  Deputy  Postmaster  of  Clifton, 
I  also  carries  on  a  thriving  trade  in  books  and 
j  confectionery.  He  came  to  Ihe  city  in  1878 
'  and  with  the  exception  of  two  years  spent 
iiilvansas  City,  Mo.,  has  since  maintained  his  resi- 
dence here.  He  was  born  in  Lettsville,  Louisa 
Co.,  Iowa,  July  14,  1863,  and  received  a  practical 
education  in  the  common-schools  of  Iowa  and  Kan- 
sas. For  some  time  he  was  engaged  as  a  clerk  for 
bis  uncle,  L.  C.  Chester,  a  prominent  grain  dealer. 
The  father  of  our  subject  was  Samuel  Baldr}',  a 
native  of  England  and  now  a  resident  of  Belden, 
Mo.   lie  came  to   America   when  a  Itoy   and    was 


married  in  Michigan  to  Miss  Augusta  Kene.  Mrs. 
Baldry  is  likewise  a  native  of  Germany  and  was 
born  in  Berlin.  She  came  to  America  when  quite 
young  and  was  married  in  Iowa.  She  died  at  her 
home  in  Lettsville,  that  State,  in  1876,  while  in  her 
prime.  In  religious  belief  she  was  a  Methodist,  to 
which  church  Samuel  B.aldry  also  belongs. 

Mr.  Baldry  made  his  home  principally  with  his 
uncle  Chester  after  the  decease  of  his  mother  and 
developed  into  a  pedagogue,  which  profession  he 
followed  two  years.  He  is  numbered  among  the 
promising  young  business  men  of  Clifton,  and  votes 
the  straight  Republican  ticket. 

>  '>^<'   <■ 

_^^  WINGROVE,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 
^11    ^'^'^'  ^'^"^61"'  came    to   the  county  as  early 

I  Is  as  1870,  and  is  at  present  engaged  as  a  loan 
@;  broker  in  that  city.    He  is  descended  from 

an  honorable  ancestr}-,  his  great-grandfather,  John 
AVingrove,  having  emigrated  from  England  during 
the  year  in  which  the  colonies  began  to  rebel  against 
the  oppressions  of  the  mother  countrj'.  He  was 
then  but  a  youth  of  sixteen  j^ears  and  ran  away 
from  home  to  embark  for  America.  His  father  was 
a  General  in  the  British  army  and  spent  his  entire 
life  on  his  own  Continent. 

John  Wingrove  landed  in  Boston  whence  he 
made  his  way  to  Virginia  and  joined  the  Conti- 
nental Army,  fighting  on  the  side  of  the  Colonists 
until  their  independence  had  been  established. 
After  the  close  of  the  war  he  married  and  settled 
in  the  Shenandoah  Yallej'  where  he  prosecuted 
farming  for  a  time,  then  went  into  Buchanan, 
Va.,  where  he  opened  up  a  farm  from  the 
wilderness,  reared  a  family  and  there  spent  his  last 
days.  His  son,  William,  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  born  there  and  reared  to  manhood. 
He  followed  agricultural  pursuits,  was  married  and 
became  the  father  of  a  family  of  two  children — 
Harrison,  the  father  of  our  subject  and  Mrs.  Dean, 
now  of  Sedalia,  Mo. 

Harrison  Wingrove,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  at  Leetown,  Ya.,  in  1816.  When  a  young 
man  he  went  witli  the  family'  to  Buchanan  and  was 
there  married  to  Miss  Maria   Tibbies.     There  were 
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born  to  them  two  sons  and  two  daughters,  and 
three  of  the  children  are  living,  namely,  Marshall, 
of  West  Virginia;  Emma,  (Mrs.  La_y  Barrett)  of 
Sedalia,  Mo.,  and  Otis  P.,  of  Idana.  Clay  Co.,  Kan. 
The  mother  of  these  children  died  in  middle  life 
and  Mr.  Wingrove  was  subsequently  married  to 
Miss  Frances  Phillips.  They  became  the  parents 
of  five  children,  three  of  whom  are  living.  Harrison 
Wingrove  has  been  a  resident  of  Upshur  County, 
W.  Va.,  for  the  past  forty-eight  years.  His  wife  is 
also  living  and  both  are  members  of  the  Presbyte- 
rian Church.  The  father  votes  the  straight  Repub- 
lican ticket  and  was  a  stanch  Union  man  during 
the  late  Civil  War. 

SAMUEL  BARR.  The  attention  of  the  bio- 
grapher as  he  was  traveling  along  the  south- 
ern line  of  Franklin  Township,  Washin- 
ton  County,  was  attracted  to  the  home- 
stead of  Mr.  Barr,  which  is  finel}^  located  on  sec- 
tion 34.  AVithout  making  any  pretentions  to 
elegance,  it  forms  nevertheless  a  very  desii-- 
able  and  comfortable  abiding  place  and  is 
without  question  tl)e  home  of  an  intelligent  and 
enterprising-  citizen.  Upon  this  farm  Mr.  Barr  has 
spent  the  most  of  the  time  for  a  period  of  twenty-' 
two  years  and  has  labored  industriously  in  bring- 
ing the  soil  to  a  productive  condition,  erecting  the 
buildings  needed,  these  including  a  substantial  resi- 
dence and  the  structures  necessary  for  the  shelter 
of  stock  and  storage  of  grain.  Mr.  Barr  is  a  na- 
tive of  Western  Pennsylvania,  having  been  born 
in  Indiana  County,  that  State,  Oct.  1,  1840.  His 
parents,  Thomas  and  Fariba  Barr,  likewise  natives 
of  Pennsylvania,  there  spent  their  entire  lives  en- 
gaged in  farming  pursuits.  The  family  consisted 
of  five  children,  of  whom  Samuel  was  the  eldest 
born.  George  is  a  resident  of  li^mporia,  this  State; 
Alexander  is  farming  in  Iowa  ;  Nancy  Jane  .ind 
John  P.  remain  in  Pennsylvania. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  lived  un  tlic  farm  in 
his  native  county  until  a  young  man  of  twenty 
years,  then  starting  out  for  himseif  emigrated  to 
Clayton  County,  Iowa.  He  lived  there  nearly  two 
years,  and  then  upon  the  outbreak  of  the  Rebellion 


enlisted  in  August,  1862,  in  Company  B,  1st  Iowa 
Cavalry,  and  followed  the  fortunes  of  war  until 
February.  1866,  when  he  was  mustered  out  at  Aus- 
tin. Texas,  receiving  an  honorable  discharge  for 
faithful  and  efficient  service.  During  his  army  life 
lie  endured  all  its  hardships  and  privations  and 
participated  in  some  of  the  most  important  battles 
of  tiie  war.  Twice  his  horse  was  shot  under  him 
while  making  a  charge  at  Baj'ou  Meter  Bridge, 
near  Little  Rock,  Ark.  He  captured  the  horse  of  a 
comrade  who  had  fallen  in  the  heat  of  the  battle, 
and  remained  on  the  field  until  the  engagement 
was  over.  Later  he  was  in  the  fight  at  Perry  Grove, 
.again  at  Little  Rock  and  in  numerous  other  battles 
and  skirmishes.  At  the  expiration  of  his  first  term 
of  enlistment  he  veteranized  and  was  promoted  to 
Corporal. 

Upon  retiring  from  the  service  Mr.  Barr  re- 
turned to  Iowa,  and  in  1866,  coming  to  Kans.as. 
horaesteaded  the  land  which  he  now  owns  and  oc- 
cupies. He  came  to  the  West  without  means,  and 
therefore  his  accumulations  are  the  result  of  his 
own  industry.  He  is  a  man  making  little  stir  in 
the  world,  but  pursues  the  even  tenor  of  his  way 
and  lives  at  peace  among  his  neighbors.  His  fam- 
ily consists  of  his  wife  and  six  children,  he  liaving 
been  married  in  1870.  to  Miss  Elizabeth  J.  Hatter. 
Their  three  sons  and  three  daughters  are  named: 
Thomas  L.,  Nannie,  Reuben,  Sarah  P.  Benjamin  F. 
and  Ernestine.  Mr.  Barr  was  a  youth  of  sixteen 
years  upon  the  formation  of  the  Republican  party, 
and  as  soon  as  becoming  a  voter  he  gave  to  it  his 
unqualified  support,  and  has  since  remained  its 
faithful  .adherent.  He  has  no  ambition  for  office, 
being  wholly  content  to  live  the  life  of  a  private 
citizen. 


m_ 


IIARLES  C.  EMEHSUN,  thegeni.al  Mayor  of 
^  Ogden,  Riley  County,  lives  northeast  of  the 
^^^J  city  on  a  beautiful  farm  of  sixty  acres  of 
unusually  well  cultivated  land.  The  farm  is  not 
only  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  but  is  otlier- 
wise  improved  and  beautified  besides  being  fully 
supplied  with  excellent  stock.  The  father  of  Mr. 
Emerson,  Thomas  Emerson,  was  a  native  of  New 
Hampshire,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the  pursuit  of 
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agiiciiltuie  during  his  life.  The  mother  was  Julia 
A.  (Clari<)  Emerson,  also  a  native  of  New  Hamp- 
shire. Solomon  Emerson,  the  paternal  grandfather 
was  likewise  a  native  of  New  Hampshire,  of  Eng- 
lish extraction.  Samuel  and  Betsy  (Priest)  Clark, 
both  natives  of  New  Hampshire,  were  the  maternal 
grand  parents.  Mr.  Clark  died  in  1826  and  his 
wife  in  1874.  Their  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of 
three  children,  of  wiiom  Mrs.  Emerson  was  the 
youngest.  She  was  born  Nov.  27,  1822,  and  was 
married  in  the  fall  of  1843,  to  Thomas  Emerson. 
After  twenty-one  years  of  married  life  Mr.  Emer- 
son departed  this  life  to  enter  upon  the  unknown 
realities  of  the  other  world.  They  were  the  parents 
of  two  children  of  whom  our  subject  is  the  elder. 
Tiie  other  one,  Bessie,  is  the  wife  of  Frank  East- 
man, and  lives  in  California  ;  they  have  four  chil- 
dren. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Barnstead, 
N.  H.,  Dec.  27,  1844,  and  passed  his  youth  and 
early  manhood  amid  the  familiar  scenes  of  his 
native  place.  He  received  a  sound  academic  edu- 
cation and  was  then  apprenticed  to  a  shoe-maker 
to  learn  the  trade.  He  followed  that  occupation 
some  three  years  and  then  concluded  to  try  his 
fortune  in  the  West.  He  journeyed  to  Illinois  in 
1865,  and  located  on  a  farm  in  Macon  Count_y.  He 
only  remained  there  one  j'ear  when  he  again 
started  to  go  further  toward  the  setting  sun.  Up- 
on arriving  in  Kansas  he  paused  a  short  while  in 
Junction  City,  then  enrolled  himself  among  the 
great  number  of  men  employed  driving  teams  across 
tlie  plains.  He  followed  this  occupation  for  the 
space  of  one  year  then  settled  down  in  Ogden, 
where  for  two  j'cars  more  he  worked  at  his  trade. 
Sulisequently,  he  and  Mr.  Blanchard  opened  a  store 
for  the  sale  of  general  merchandise  in  Ogden,  and 
continued  in  the  business  some  three  years.  He  then 
traded  his  interest  for  a  farm  which  he  has  oper- 
ated from  that  time  to  the  present.  As  stated  above, 
ins  affairs  ai-e  in  a  highly  flourishing  and  satisfactory' 
condition. 

Although  of  a  modest  and  somewhat  retiring  dis- 
position, he  has  yielded  to  the  urgent  entreaties  of 
his  friends  and  fellow-townsmen,  and  permitted 
himself  to  be  placed  in  several  positions  of  honor 
and  trust.     He  has  occupied  the  position  of  Town- 


ship Clerk  for  one  year  and  that  of  Township  Trus- 
tee for  four  years ;  he  has  also  been  a  member  of 
the  School  Board  for  several  years,  in  which  posi- 
tion his  early  education,  supplemented  as  it  has 
l)een  by  a  wide  experience,  constitutes  him  a  valued 
and  efficient  member.  The  suffrages  of  his  fellow- 
citizens  have  also  called  him  to  a  place  in  the  City 
Council,  and  later  to  the  office  of  Mayor.  He  has 
performed  the  duties  of  that  position  for  several 
terms,  and  is  the  present  incumbent.  He  was  for- 
merly a  member  of  a  lodge  of  Good  Templais  and 
also  of  one  of  Sons  of  Temperance,  but  as  no  or- 
ganization of  either  exists  at  present  in  this  place 
he  has  transferred  liis  activities  in  the  temperance 
cause  to  other  methods  of  working  than  through 
the  medium  of  lodge  work.  He  is  also  a  member  of 
the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  has  been  through  all  the  chairs  and 
is  now  Past  Grand.  In  political  matters  he  takes 
a  lively  interest,  believing  that  only  by  keeping 
the  people  informed  and  interested  in  the  questions 
presented  for  tlieir  decision  at  the  ballot-box  can 
the  nation's  welfare  be  assured.  His  political  affilia- 
tions are  with  the  Democratic  party. 


xp^EORGE  F.  CAMPBELL  is  the  owner  and 
III  (=,  occupant  of  a  valuable  farm  in  Coleman 
"^JJl  Township,  Washington  Countj-.  A  notice- 
able feature  of  the  estate  is  the  number  and  variety 
of  trees  which  have  been  set  out  upon  it.  Six  acres 
are  devoted  to  the  culture  of  forest  trees,  and  on 
the  plantation  may  be  found  eottonwood,  walnut, 
box-elder,  catalpa,  ash,  elm,  hackberry,  and  a  few 
silverleaf  and  Lom hardy  poplars.  The  orchard 
contains  cherries,  apricots,  peaches,  and  apple  trees, 
there  being  about  1 30  of  the  latter.  Grapes  and  a 
great  variety  of  small  fruits  are  also  cultivated. 
Excellent  water  is  supplied  by  a  spring  which  flows 
summer  and  winter.  A  spring  house  has  been  built, 
and  the  cooling  fluid  is  conducted  througli  boxes 
where  milk,  butter  and  other  supplies  are  always 
kept  cool  and  fresh. 

Mr.  Campbell  traces  his  ancestry  to  the  sturdj- 
Scotch.  His  grandparents,  George  and  Roxana 
Campbell,  emigrated  from  Scotland  when  their  son. 
Origen  E.,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  quite  young. 
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Origen  Campbell  married  Miss  Sarah  Goodspeed, 
daughter  of  Richard  Goodspeed,  her  family  being 
also  of  Scotch  ancestrj-. 

The  early  home  of  the  Campbells  was  in  ^'prmont. 
In  Ferrisburgh,  Addison  County,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  first  saw  the  light.  His  birth  took  place 
Dec.  2,  1838,  and  in  his  native  place  he  remained 
until  seventeen  years  of  age.  He  was  the  recipient 
of  all  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  attendance 
at  the  public  schools  of  his  native  State,  and  after 
the  family  removed  from  Vermont,  he  attended 
school  at  their  new  home  in  Mauston,  Juneau 
Co.,  Wis. 

During  the  late  Civil  War,  Mr.  Campbell  served 
about  ten  months  in  the  Army  of  the  I'nion.  His 
name  was  on  the  muster  roll  of  Company  C,  47th 
Wisconsin  Infantry,  and  Tennessee  was  the  field  of 
the  most  of  his  army  service.  After  being  discharged 
at  Madison.  Wis.,  he  returned  to  the  occupation 
of  a  farmer,  which  he  had  previously  undertaken. 
He  owned  land  in  Juneau  County,  upon  which  he 
erected  a  house  after  his  discharge  from  the  seivice. 
That  place  continued  to  be  his  home  until  1873. 
when  he  sold  and  removed  to  this  State,  making  the 
trip  bj-  wagon  in  company  with  Messrs.  Covey  & 
Smitb.  Each  of  the  men  took  up  a  homestead  in 
this  countj^  remaining  but  a  short  time  here,  return- 
ing for  their  families.  The  homestead  which  Mr. 
Campbell  entered,  comprised  the  southeast  quarter 
of  section  32,  and  his  entrance  into  the  county  was 
on  June  15,  1873.  Six  years  after  the  family  came 
here,  he  fitted  out  a  wagon,  and  with  his  wife  and 
three  boys,  made  the  trip  of  about  700  miles,  to 
Wisconsin  and  return. 

At  the  home  of  the  bride  in  Wisconsin,  on  March 
26,  1804,  Mr.  Campbell  celebrated  his  marriage. 
The  lady  who  became  his  wife  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Mary  Stewart,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Wil- 
liam and  Mahala  (Randall)  Stewart.  Her  mother 
was  a  daughter  of  John  Randall.  The  union  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Campbell  has  been  blessed  by  the 
birth  of  four  children.  The  first  born,  Roland  A., 
died  at  the  age  of  nine  months.  William  E.  was 
born  on  the  day  that  (Jrant  was  first  elected  Presi- 
dent; he  is  his  father's  able  assistant  on  the  farm. 
Gerald  H.  is  now  a  young  man  and  still  at  home. 
G.  Stewart  is  now  a  lad  of  eleven  years.     Mr.  and 


Mrs.  Campbell  have  adopted  a  daughter  whom  they 
reared  from  tlie  age  of  four  years.  Her  name  was 
Annie  Wert,  and  she  remained  with  her  adopted 
parents  until  her  marriage.  She  is  now  the  wife  of 
Luther  M.  Stewart,  formerly  of  Strawberry  Town- 
ship, this  county,  and  now  of  Logan,  Philips  Co.. 
Kan.,  where  he  has  a  farm. 

Mr.  Campbell  is  a  stanch  Republican.  He  is  now 
acting  as  Treasurer  of  Coleman  Township.  He  has 
been  School  Director  during  twelve  of  the  sixteen 
years  of  his  residence  here.  Mrs.  Campbell,  and  her 
son  William,  are  members  of  the  Close  Communion 
Baptist  Church.  As  an  enterprising  and  progressive 
farmer,  a  reliable  citizen,  and  a  man  of  firm  prin- 
ciples and  social  qualities,  Mr.  Campbell  is  highly 
esteemed  by  his  neighbors  and  fellow-citizens. 


ROF.  JESSE  HARRIS,  Principal  of  the 
Haddam  High  School,  is  a  well-educated 
and  polished  gentleman,  thoroughly  de- 
voted to  the  duties  of  his  profession,  con- 
scientious and  faithful,  and  has  made  many  friend?^ 
since  his  sojourn  in  this  county.  He  is  a  close  stu  • 
dent  and  an  extensive  reader,  and  has  already  at- 
tained an  enviable  reputation  as  an  instructor.  He 
is  a  native  of  Bangor,  Iowa,  and  was  born  Dec.  10. 
1856.  He  is  consequently  approaching  the  thirty- 
third  year  of  his  age.  and  has  m.ade  good  headway 
on  the  road  to  prosperity,  obtaining  a  high  position 
among  the  educators  of  Kansas. 

The  early  years  of  Prof.  Harris  were  spent  amid 
the  quiet  scenes  of  farm  life,  and  he  was  taught 
to  make  himself  useful  from  childhood.  When  a 
boy  of  eight  years  he  began  herding  sheep,  follow- 
ing this  four  years,  and  then  began  in  earnest  to  work 
on  a  farm.  He  pursued  his  first  studies  in  the  com- 
mon sphool,  and  remained  a  member  of  the  parental 
household  until  a  youth  of  eighteen  years.  Then 
desiring  to  increase  his  store  of  knowledge  he  re- 
paired to  Oskaloosa,  Iowa,  and  entered  the  Penn- 
sylvania College,  pursuing  a  scientific  course  one 
year.  At  the  expiration  of  this  time  he  com- 
menced teaching,  which  he  followed  one  year,  then 
resumed  his  studies  and  followed  teaching  and 
studying  alternately  for  the  next  three  years. 
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On  the  17th  of  March.  1880,  Prof.  Harris  was 
married  in  Oskaloosa,  Iowa,  to  Miss  Hattie  Glass- 
cock. This  lady  was  bom  in  Union  County,  Ohio, 
Dec.  2,  1858,  and  is  tlie  daughter  of  Joseph  Glass- 
cock, a  native  of  Virginia  who  fell  heir  to  twenty - 
one  slaves.  Being  an  Abolitionist  in  sentiment  and 
belief  he  immediately  set  his  colored  people  free, 
and  thus  being  deprived  of  a  large  portion  of  his 
income,  went  to  work  as  a  carpenter  which  he  fol- 
lowed in  Ohio  for  several  years.  Then  becoming 
crippled  by  an  accident  he  occupied  himself  as  a 
shoe-maker  for  a  time,  and  later,  secured  200  acres 
of  land  and  engaged  in  farming. 

In  1865  Mr.  Glasscock  removed  to  Missouri  and 
engaged  in  farming,  but  met  with  misfortune,  losing- 
most  of  his  property  on  account  of  Abolition  princi- 
ples, as  his  stock  was  poisoned  and  other  outrages 
committed  upon  him.  Being  obliged  to  leave  that 
section  he  removed  to  the  vicinity  of  Fayetteville, 
Mo.,  where  he  carried  on  farming  a  few  years,  and 
Mien  took  up  his  abode  in  Mahaska  County,  Iowa. 
There  he  engaged  in  the  breeding  of  fine  horses, 
and  in  due  time  was  enabled  to  purchase  another 
farm.  He  finallj^  retired  from  active  labor  and 
now  makes  his  home  with  his  children,  having 
nearl}'  attained  to  his  fourscore  years.  He  is  a 
radical  Republican,  politically,  and  a  member  in 
good  standing  of  the  Christian  Church.  His  wife, 
Mrs.  Shady  (Stratton)  Glasscock,  was  a  native  of 
Ohio,  and  died  in  Iowa,  in  1887. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  after  his  marriage  en- 
gaged in  teaching  near  Marshalltown,  Iowa,  for 
two  years  and  was  uniformly  successful.  He  had 
been  given  a  first  grade  certificate  as  a  teacher  when 
twenty-three  years  old.  At  the  expiration  of  tlie  time 
mentioned,  desiring  a  change  of  location,  he  went 
to  a  farm  in  Marshall  County,  Iowa,  prosecuting 
agriculture  in  summer,  but  resuming  his  old  pro- 
fession in  the  winter.  He  remained  a  resident  of 
the  Hawkey e  State  until  the  fall  of  1883,  then  set 
out  for  Ka)isas  by  team,  crossing  the  Missouri  at 
Plattsmoulh  and  located  near  Haddam,  engaged 
with  Messrs.  Moorehead  &  Kuowles  to  operate  the 
stock-yards  belonging  to  their  ranche  for  eight  i 
mouths,  serving  at  the  same  time  as  book-keeper. 
He  then  purchased  eighty  acres  of  raw  land  in  i 
Union  Township,  upon  which  he  located  and  made   j 


some  improvements,  then  sold  out  the  following 
year.  He  purchased  eighty  acres  of  raw  land  in  Mill 
Creek  Township,  which  he  improved  with  good 
buildings ,  and  carried  on  farming  there  until  De- 
cember, 1886.  Then  selling  out,  once  more,  he  re- 
moved to  the  vicinit}'  of  Cuba,  Republic  County, 
where  he  purchased  forty  acres  of  land  and  taught 
thereuntil  September,  1888. 

Wishing  now  to  obtain  further  knowledge  of  liis 
profession,  as  a  teacher,  Mr.  Harris  entered  the 
Normal  College  at  Great  Bend,  this  State,  taking  a 
scientific  course  of  seven  months.  He  then  resumed 
teaching  in  Republic  County  until  the  summer  of 
1889,  and  in  July,  that  year,  took  up  his  residence 
in  Haddam,  and  afterward  entered  upon  the  duties  of 
his  present  position.  His  home  embraces  thirty-seven 
acres  of  choice  land  which  is  operated  by  other 
parties.  He  has  a  neat  residence,  with  pleasant 
surroundings,  and  his  household  circle  includes 
four  bright  and  interesting  children — Alma,  Cul- 
len,  James  J.  and  Vera.  Formerly  Prof.  Harris 
was  a  member  of  the  I..0.  G.  T.  He  and  bis  wife 
are  members  in  good  standing  of  the  Baptist 
Church  at  Hickory  Grove;  politically,  he  is  a  sound 
Republican. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  James  Harris, 
a  native  of  North  Carolina,  and  born  near  New 
Berne,  in  1815.  The  paternal  grandfather  was  David 
Harris,  likewise  a  native  of  that  State,  and  a  farmer 
by  occupation.  Grandfather  Flarris  left  the  South 
in  1833,  emigrating  to  Indiana  and  locating  on  a 
tract  of  Government  land  near  Winchester,  where 
he  carried  on  farming  until  his  death.  The  great- 
grandfather of  our  subject  was  Jesse  Harris,  like- 
wise a  native  of  North  Carolina  and  a  ship-builder 
by  trade,  living  on  the  coast.  His  father,  Johns- 
ton Harris,  came  from  England  and  was  a  Quaker. 

James  Harris  pros^ecuted  farming  and  stock-rais- 
ing in  Indiana  until  1846.  He  then  removed  over- 
land by  team  to  Iowa,  settling  in  Ilenr}-  County, 
but  later  changed  his  residence  to  Marshall  County, 
where  he  entered  land  and  improved  a  farm,  be- 
coming well-to-do.  He  died  at  Bangor,  in  Ma^-, 
1884.  He  was  a  Quaker  in  religious  life,  first  a 
Whig  and  then  a  Republican,  politically,  and  a 
strong  Abolitionist.  He  married  Miss  Matilda 
Pickett,  a  native  of  his  own  State  and  born  in  1821. 
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The  mother  of  our  subject  was  the  daughter  of 
Rev.  Joseph  Pickett,  a  farmer  of  North  Carolina, 
and  a  preacher  in  the  Quaker  Church.  He  removed 
to  Indiana  in  1846,  where  he  spent  his  last  days. 
Mrs.  Matilda  Harris  is  still  living'  at  the  old  home- 
stead near  Bangor,  Marshall  Co.,  Iowa. 

To  the  parents  of  Prof.  Harris  there  were  born 
fourteen  children,  the  eldest  of  whom,  a  daughter. 
Mary,  is  now  Mrs.  Hockett,  and  resides  in  Sher- 
man County,  Kan.;  Emily  married  John  Clymer, 
and  died  in  Topeka;  Ruth  married  a  Mr.  Hockett, 
and  died  in  Iowa ;  Sarah,  Mrs.  George,  resides  in 
Leavenworth  County,  this  State;  Eunice  died  at  the 
age  of  fifteen  years;  Eleazar  B.  is  farming  in 
Storey  County.  Iowa;  Jobe  L.  died  in  infancy; 
Robert  died  when  a  promising  young  man  of 
twenty  j-ears;  James  L.  is  farming  in  Marshall 
County,  Iowa;  Jesse,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
the  next  in  order  of  birth ;  Evangeline  died  when  two 
years  old;  Edwin  died  when  a  3'Oung  child;  Anna, 
Mrs.  Pruitt,  is  a  resident  of  Logan  County,  this 
State;  David  M.  lives  in  Marshall  County,  Iowa. 


^|l|— tA'RANK  SHAW.  During  the  early  settlement 
i|-^g;  of  Northern  Kansas,  men  came  from  all  parts 
/li,  of  the  Union,  some  of  the  States  contribut- 

ing their  best  elements  toward  the  building  up  of 
the  infant  commonwealth.  Among  them  came 
William  Shaw,  father  of  the  subject  of  this  notice, 
who  was  born  and  reared  in  the  .State  of  Ohio,  and 
lived  there  until  the  fall  of  1859.  Upon  coming  to 
Kansas  he  settled  first  in  Linn  Count^',  but  the  fol- 
lowing year  removed  to  Jefferson  Count3%  where 
he  sojourned  until  1869.  That  year  he  changed 
his  residence  to  Washington  County,  and  purchased 
240  acres  of  land  on  section  25,  Greenleaf  Town- 
ship, the  improvement  and  cultivation  of  which  he 
carried  on  until  1880.  Then,  wisely  retiring  from 
active  labor,  he  moved  into  the  town  of  Greenleaf, 
of  which  he  is  still  a  resident. 

William  Shaw,  during  the  years  of  his  active  life 
was  a  man  of  great  energy  and  industry,  and  accu- 
mulated a  good  property.  From  early  manhood 
he  has  been  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church, 
from  whose  doctrines  and  beliefs  he  still  extracts  a 


large  amount  of  comfort  in  his  old  age.  Politically, 
he  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  Republican  principles. 
His  father  was  Jeremiah  Shaw,  a  native  of  Ireland, 
who  emigrated  to  America  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
eighteenth  century.  William,  upon  reaching  man's 
estate  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Louisa 
Hatcher,  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  a  daughter  of  Will- 
iam and  Mary  Hatcher,  who  spent  their  last  years 
in  Ohio.  To  William  and  Louisa  Shaw  there  was 
born  a  family  of  six  children,  the  eldest  of  whom, 
Walter  William,  is  the  Postmaster  at  Texarkana, 
Ark.;  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Best,  Registrar 
of  Deeds  at  Kinsle3%  this  State  ;  Margaret  is  the 
wife  of  Caleb  AVoodworth,  a  farmer  of  Atchison 
County,  Kan. ;  Frank  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  the  next  in  order  of  birth  ;  Damon  is  farming 
in  Philips  County,  this  State  ;  Nettie  is  unmarried 
and  remains  at  home  with  her  parents. 

Frank  Shaw,  one  of  the  leading  farmers  and 
stock-men  of  Greenleaf  Township,  was  born  in 
Portage  County,  Ohio,  Feb.  12,  1851.  He  w.as  the 
fourth  child  of  his  parents,  who  came  to  Kansas 
when  he  was  quite  young  and  spent  his  early  3'ears 
in  Jefferson  and  Washington  counties,  becoming 
familiar  with  farming  pursuits,  and  acquiring  a 
practical  education  in  the  common  schools.  In 
1883  he  purchased  the  old  homestead  of  his  father, 
upon  which  he  has  since  resided.  He  is  the  owner  of 
280  acres  of  thoroughl3'  cultivated  land  with  good 
buildings.  Of  late  he  has  given  his  attention  to 
live  stock  in  which  he  deals  extensivelj-,  and  is 
probably  the  leading  man  in  this  industry  in  his 
township.  He  started  in  life  dependent  upon 
his  own  resources  and  his  aecumuhitions  are  the 
result  of  his  own  perservering  industry.  He  was 
carefully  trained  in  the  doctrines  of  the  Christian 
Church,  in  which  he  has  been  a  member  for  many 
years.  Politically,  lilie  liis  honored  father,  he  is  a 
sound  Republican. 

When  approaching  the  twenty-third  year  of  his 
age,  Dec.  31.  1873,  Mr.  Shaw  was  married  to  Miss 
Minnie  Bellows,  of  Washington  County,  this  State. 
Mrs.  Shaw  was  born  in  .Seneca  F.alls,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  3, 
1850,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Henr3'  and  Elizabeth 
D.  (Jones)  Bellows,  the  father  a  native  of  New- 
York  and  the  mother  of  Engl.and,  and  who  now  live 
in  Washington  County.     There  have  been  born  to 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shaw  three  children,  a  daughter  and 
two  sons — Nellie,  Frederick  and  Frank.  The  home- 
stead in  its  appointments  is  complete  in  point  of 
comfort  and  plenty,  as  without  making  any  pre- 
tensions to  elegnnee,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shaw  are  sur- 
rounded by  all  tilings  needful  for  their  he.ilth  and 
happiness. 


/^A  HARLES  T.  WOODS,  a  very  prominent 
(li  n  y^^^^S  farmer  of  Jackson  Township.  Riley 
■^^7  Count}',  has  been  a  resident  of  Kansas  for 
a  period  of  twenty  years,  having  come  to  the  State 
with  his  parents  when  a  lad  nine  3'ears  of  age. 
Possessed  of  more  than  ordinary  ability,  he  has  al- 
ready obtained  a  fine  start  in  life,  and  is  numbered 
among  the  leading  citizens  of  his  township.  He 
owns  and  occupies  a  well-improved  farm,  is  liberal 
and  public  spirited,  and  an  active  member  of  the 
Democratic  party. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  son  of  Curtis 
Woods,  a  native  of  Hawkins  County,  Tenn.,  and 
born  .Tan.  1,  1816.  The  paternal  grandfather,  Jo- 
seph Woods,  was  likewise  born  in  that  State,  where 
he  operated  as  a  farmer  and  stock-man  and  carried 
on  a  distillery.  In  1840  lie  removed  to  Missouri 
but  only  remained  in  that  State  a  short  time,  re- 
crossing  then  the  Father  of  Waters  and  locating  in 
Jo  Daviess  County,  III.  There  he  spent  his  last 
days.  He  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812, 
and  was  an  active,  industrious  citizen,  respected 
by  his  neighbors.  Grandmother  Woods  was,  in  her 
girlhood,  Miss  Lydia  Norman;  she  was  born  in 
North  Carolina,  and  died  at  the  home  of  her  son, 
now  the  home  of  her  grandson,  our  subject,  when 
ninety-nine  years  old. 

Curtis  Woods,  upon  reaching  his  majority,  emi- 
grated in  1836.  to  (iaiena.  111.,  making  his  way 
mostly  bj'  a  river  boat  to  that  city.  Thereafter  he 
worked  as  a  farm  laborer  in  Jo  Daviess  County,  and 
flnallj- took  up  a  claim  of  160  acres  near  the  pres- 
ent site  of  Scales  Mound.  He  was  married  at  that 
place  July  9,  1845,  to  Miss  Jane  Fi.  Crowder.  This 
lady  was  born  in  the  vicinity  of  Alton,  Madison 
Co.,  111.,  Aug.  28,  1823,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
William  Crowder,  who  was  born   near   Lexington, 


Ky.,  and  carried  on  farming  there  until  1819.  That 
year  Mr.  Crowder  had  his  wordly  goods  transported 
to  St.  Louis,  then  placed  his  wife  and  three  chil- 
dren on  their  two  horses  and  walked  beside  them, 
carrying  his  rifle  on  Iiis  shoulder,  to  Madison 
County,  111.  Prior  to  this  he  had  taken  part  in 
the  War  of  1812.  He  was  an  expert  hunter  and 
after  settling  in  Illinois  entered  a  claim  and,  with 
the  excejition  of  the  time  which  he  spent  as  a  sol- 
dier in  the  Black  Hawk  War,  lived  there  until  his 
removal  to  Macoupin  County.  In  that  county  his 
death  took  place  when  he  was  quite  aged. 

The  maternal  grandmother  of  our  subject,  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  (AVise)  Crowder,  was  a  native  of  Ken- 
tucky, and  after  the  death  of  her  husband  went  to 
Johnson  County,  Neb.,  and  made  her  home  with 
her  daughter  until  her  death,  in  1869.  Curtis 
Woods  became  one  of  the  most  successful  farmers 
of  Northern  Illinois,  owning  220  acres  of  land  in 
Scales  Mound  Township  and  thirty-seven  and  one- 
half  acres  in  Guilford  Township.  In  the  spring  of 
1869,  however,  he  sold  out  and  started  for  the 
farther  West.  Coming  to  Riley  County,  Kan.,  he 
purchased  700  acres  of  land  on  the  Big  Blue,  in 
Jackson  Township,  to  which  he  subsequently 
added  another  100  acres.  Here  he  surrounded 
himself  and  his  family  with  all  of  the  comforts  and 
conveniences  of  modern  life  and  departed  hence 
Oct.  4,  1888.  He  was  an  active  Republican,  polit- 
ically, and  cast  his  fiist  vote  for  William  H.  Harri- 
son. The  widowed  mother  is  still  living  and  resid- 
ing on  the  homestead.  She  is  a  lady  of  many 
estimable  qualities,  and  an  active  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Fancy  Creek. 

To  the  parents  of  our  subject  there  were  born 
six  children,  the  eldest  of  whom,  a  daughter,  Vir- 
ginia, is  the  wife  of  George  Crowder.  a  resident  of 
Sumner  County,  this  State;  George  is  engaged  in  a 
flouring  mill  at  Topeka;  I^mily,  Mrs.  Vallett,  is  the 
wife  of  a  leading  mercliaut  at  Glen  Elder;  Louisa. 
Mrs.  Haines  is  a  widow  and  resides  with  her 
brother,  Charles  T.;  the  latter  was  next  in  order  of 
birth;  EflBe,  Mrs.  Shartel,  is  the  wife  of  an  attor- 
ney-at-law  in  Sedan,  this  State. 

Charles  T.  Woods  was  born  near  Scales  Mound, 
I  Jo  Daviess  Co.,  III..  Dec.  21,  1859.  and  was  reared 
I   amid  the  quiet  pursuits  of    farm  life.     He   accom- 
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pauied  the  family  to  Kansas  in  the  spring  of  18G1), 
crossing  ttie  Mississippi  at  Smith's  Ferry,  and  the 
Missouri  at  St.  Joseph,  and  arriving  at  their  desti- 
nation after  a  journey  of  twenty-eight  days.  Young 
Woods  thereafter  attended  first  the  district  school 
and  later  the  High  school  at  Manhattan,  completing 
his  studies  in  the  Agricultural  College  tiiere.  He, 
however,  chose  agriculture  for  his  life  occupation 
and  in  the  spring  of  1887  took  charge  of  his 
father's  farm.  The  following  year  he  began  improv- 
ing property  which  he  now  owns — 340  acres  on 
the  Big  Blue  bottoms — and  may  be  pardoned  for 
the  opinion  that  he  has  one  of  the  best  farms  in 
all  Riley  County.  This  was  a  present  from  his 
father  when  our  subject  was  seventeen  j-ears  old. 
The  dwelling,  a  large,  square,  commodious  structure, 
substantially  built,  was  erected  in  1885.  In  the 
building  of  the  barn  there  was  employed  775  perch 
.of  stone.  The  main  part  is  "24x36  feet  in  dimen- 
sions, the  east  wing,  24x40  and  the  south  wing, 
24x46.  Mr.  Woods  has  a  windmill  and  water 
tanks  and  all  the  other  modern  contrivances  re- 
quired in  the  operations  of  a  first-class  farm.  He 
is  largelj'  engaged  in  feeding  cattle  and  swine,  and 
keeps  from  fifteen  to  twenty  head  of  draft  horses. 
The  farm  is  couveiently  located  one  and  one-half 
miles  from  Randolph.  Mr.  Woods,  politically,  is  a 
stanch  Democrat  and  is  frequently  sent  as  a  dele- 
gate to  the  countj'  conventions.  He  is  a  Knight 
of  Pythias  in  good  standing — a  charter  member  of 
the  lodge  at  Randolph. 


LI' 


•ILLIAM  H.  PARSONS,  D.S.,  leading  dentist 
of  Washington  County,  has  an  office  in  both 
Clifton  and  Clyde,  establishing  himself  in 
the  former  place  in  June.  1886,  and  in  the  latter  in 
January,  1888.  He  is  recognized  as  one  of  the 
most  skillful  operators  in  this  section  and  is  in  the 
enjoyment  of  a  large  and  growing  patronage.  His 
two  offices  are  fully  equipped  with  all  the  imple- 
ments and  conveniences  required  and  the  quality  of 
his  work  is  one  which  will  hear  inspection. 

Dr.  Parsons  received  his  early  instruction  in  den- 
tistry in  the  office  of  his  honored  grandfather.  Dr. 
Seaman  of  New  York  State,  and  later  was  under  the 


tutorship  of  other  eminent  [jractitioners.  lie  com- 
menced the  practice  of  his  profession  in  St.  Marys, 
this  State,  where  he  was  associated  with  his  brother, 
Dr.  Horace  Parsons,  who  is  now  the  President  of 
the  Kansas  State  Dental  Association.  After  some 
months  spent  with  his  brother  he  established  an  office 
of  his  own  at  Eskbridge  and  remained  there  until 
coming  to  Clifton.  He  was  the  pioneer  dentist  of 
this  place  and  not  only  operates  in  the  two  towns 
mentioned,  but  in  others  at  each  point  of  the  com- 
pass. 

Born  at  Mill))ort,  Chemung  Co.,  N.Y.,  two  miles 
from  the  City  of  Elmira,  May  24,  1849,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  is  the  son  of  Samuel  Parsons,  likewise 
a  native  of  the  Empire  State,  who  was  engaged  as 
a  merchant,  lumberman  and  boat  builder.  The  family 
flourished  in  Connecticut  in  the  early  days,  the 
paternal  grandfather  being  Uriah  Parsons,  also  a 
lumberman  and  the  son  of  a  Revolutionary  soldier 
who  made  for  himself  a  good  record  as  a  defender 
of  the  liberties  of  the  Colonists.  Uriah  Parsons  was 
for  some  years  in  business  in  Connecticut,  but  later 
emigrated  to  New  York  State  and  after  a  few  years 
died  at  Millport,  in  September,  1 840.  He  was  then 
fifty-two  years  old  having  been  born  in  1788  in 
Litchfield,  Conn.  His  father  was  Daniel  Parsons, 
lilewise  a  native  of  Litchfield  and  who  died  when 
quite  aged  in  New  York  State. 

Uriah  Parsons  married  Miss  Charity  Hall  of  Con- 
necticut who  was  also  of  New  England  ancestry  for 
several  generations  back.  She  accompanied  her  hus- 
band to  New  York  State  and  died  there  when  ripe 
in  years.  The  Parsons  family  for  generations  weie 
identified  with  the  Episcopal  Church.  Daniel,  the 
great-grandfather  of  our  subject  married  Miss 
Eunice  Bertrand  of  Connecticut  and  she  likewise 
died  in  New  York  State  when  well  advanced  in 
years.  Samuel  was  the  eldest  of  his  father's  family, 
his  father  dying  when  he  was  seventeen  years  old. 
He  assumed  the  management  of  the  family  affairs 
until  twenty-eight  years  old  when  he  was  marrieil 
in  Chemung  County,  N.Y.  to  Miss  Lorain  Seaman. 
This  lady  was  born  and  reared  in  Chemung  County 
and  was  the  daughter  of  Dr.  Horace  and  Sallj^ 
(Whipple)  Seaman,  who  were  natives  of  Vei-mont. 
Removing  to  New  York  State  after  their  marriage 
Mr.  Seaman  followed  the  profession  of  a  dentist  and 
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phj-sician  for  man^-  j-ears  at  Millport,  to  which  he 
removed  in  1829.  He  died  there  in  1881.  His  wife, 
Sall}^  Whipple,  was  the  granddaughter  of  William 
Whipple,  one  of  the  signers  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence.  His  father  was  Benjamin  Seaman, 
a  farmer  of  Bridgeland,  \l..  where  he  died  at  the 
age  of  seventy-seven  .years.  He  was  the  son  of  John 
Seaman,  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution  who  fought  as 
a  private  at  the  battle  of  Stillwater,  where  he  was 
wounded  and  wiiere  two  of  his  brothers  yielded  up 
their  lives. 

Samuel  Parsons  and  his  wife  for  some  years  after 
their  marriage  lived  in  Millport,  N.Y.,  tlien  in  1870 
emiorated  to  Kansas  and  homesteaded  a  tract  of 
land  near  the  present  site  of  Westmoreland.  Later 
they  removed  to  Wamego  where  the3'  still  reside, 
retired  from  active  labor.  Mr.  Parsons  is  sixty-nine 
years  of  age  and  his  estimable  wife  ten  years  young- 
er. William,  our  subject,  was  the  eldest  of  their 
four  children,  one  of  whom,  a  son,  Uriah,  died  when 
a  promising  young  man  of  twenty-two  yeai'S.  Ho- 
race Parsons  operates  as  a  dentist  at  Wamego.  The 
younger  brother,  Galen,  is  a  dentist  at  the  same 
place. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  a  good  edu- 
cation in  the  schools  of  his  native  State,  prior  to 
entering  upon  the  study  of  his  profession.  He  was 
married  in  AVestmoreJand,  this  .State,  to  Miss  Louise 
Resing.  Mrs.  Parsons  was  born  near  Friendship, 
Ind.,  Oct.  19,  1855  and  is  the  daughter  of  Henry 
L.  and  Margaret  S.  (Coch)  Resing,  who  were  natives 
of  Germany.  Her  paternal  grandfather,  Louis  Re- 
sing, had  two  brothers  who  served  in  the  Frencii 
army  under  the  first  Napoleon  and  were  in  many 
faanous  battles,  dying  on  the  retreat  from  Moscow. 
The  mother  was  born  intliecityof  Leubruch,  Hano- 
ver, and  came  of  pure  German  ancestry.  After 
their  marrhige  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  Henry  Resing 
and  his  wife  continued  residents  of  the  "Queen  City" 
where  Mr.  Resing  was  engaged  in  the  mercantile 
business  until  their  removal  to  Indiana.  There  they 
first  located  on  a  farm  in  Ripley  County  in  the 
vicinity  of  Friendship,  and  later  Mr.  Resing  estab- 
lished a  store  in  that  town  which  he  conducted 
until  the  fall  of  1869.  Then  coming  to  Kansas  he 
settled  in  the  vicinity  of  Westmoreland,  Pottawato- 
mie   County,   taking   up  a   homestead.      In    1882   j 


tiie  famil3-  removed  to  Topeka  where  IMr.  Resing 
engaged  in  the  coal  business  and  where  lie  and  his 
wife  still  live,  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  and  sixty- 
six  years  respectively.  Tliey  are  members  in  good 
standing  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Mrs.  Parsons  was  a  young  girl  of  fo'.irteen  years 
when  her  parents  came  to  Kansas  and  she  completed 
her  education  at  the  Lawrence  University.  Of  her 
union  with  our  subject  there  has  been  born  one 
child,  a  son,  Roy  A.,  who  died  when  seventeen 
months  old.  Mr.  Parsons,  politically,  is  a  sound 
Republican  and  during  his  younger  years  took  an 
active  part  in  local  politics. 

iATSON  T.  OTWELL.  The  story  of  pio- 
neer life  in  the  West  is  an  ever  interesting 
tale,  however  oft  repeated,  and  as  time 
lengthens  the  distance  between  the  past  and  the 
present  the  tale  is  being  repeated  in  a  manner  that 
precludes  the  possibility  of  those  men  being  for- 
gotten who  were  instrumental  in  transforming  the 
wilderness  into  the  homes  of  a  prosperous  and 
happy  people.  The  year  1889  seems  especiallj'  de- 
voted to  gathering  the  records  of  the  old  pioneers 
who  came  in  the  prime  of  their  manhood  to  a 
strange  wild  country  and  battled  with  dangers, 
difficulties,  and  the  other  concomitants  of  life  on 
the  frontier.  Among  those  whose  names  are  des- 
tined to  be  handed  down  to  prosterity,  is  that  of 
Watson  T.  Otwell.  who  made  a  record  of  which  his 
children  have  reason  to  be  proud. 

ThesubjiM'tof  ihi-  >kctch  was  born  Feb.  26,  1838, 
in  Susses  County.  Dei.,  and  departed  this  life  at 
his  home  in  Strawberry  Township,  Washington 
Co.,  Kan.,  Feb.  19,  1884,  .at  the  age  of  nearly 
fortj'-six  years,  being  cut  down  in  the  prime  of 
life.  But  he  had  well  improved  his  allotted  time 
on  earth  and  had  accomplished  more  real  good 
than  manj'  who  attain  to  twice  that  age.  He  was 
the  scion  of  a  respectable  farail}',  being  tlie  son  of 
John  and  Sarah  (Short)  OtweJl,  the  former  of  whom 
was  born  on  the  same  farm  as  bis  son. 

The  parental  family  comprised  eleven  children, 
ten  of  whom  lived  to  mature  years  and  eight  of 
whom    are    now   living,    namely.    Obed,    \\'illiam. 
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Sarah,  Rufus,  Matthew  C,  George,  Charles  and 
Amelia  C.  One  daughter,  Mary  J.,  died  in  the 
bloom  of  womanhood.  The  survivors  are  mostly 
residents  of  Delaware. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  passed  his  early  years 
in  a  comparatively  uneventful  manner  under  the 
parental  roof,  learning  the  arts  of  plowing,  sowing 
and  gathering  in  the  harvest,  and  acquiring  a  fair 
education  in  the  district  school.  With  the  exception 
of  one  year  spent  in  a  stave  factor3%  he  thereafter 
followed  farming  as  his  life  occupation.  He  left 
his  native  State  in  1864  and  making  his  way  to 
Indiana,  lived  one  year  in  Plymouth  occupied  as 
above  stated,  and  then  spent  five  years  there  en- 
gaged in  farming.  In  1869  he  set  out  for  the 
country  west  of  the  , Mississippi  and  coming  to 
Kansas,  in  March,  went  to  farming  until  in  the  fall 
of  the  [year  and  then  homesteaded  160  acres  of 
land  on  section  12  in  Strawberry  Township,  where 
he  opened  up  the  homestead  now  occupied  by  his 
family.  It  was  then  a  wild  prairie,  with  the  near- 
est neighbor  one  and  one-half  mile  distant. 

The  first  dwelling  of  Mr.  Otwell  and  his  family  j 
in  Kansas  was  a  pole  shanty  covered  with  dirt  in 
which  they  lived  for  two  years.  It  is  hardly  neces- 
sary to  say  that  il  was  furnished  in  simple  style 
without  any  pretensions  to  fashion  or  elegance,  and 
the  table  fare  in  tliose  daj's  was  thoroughly'  in  keep- 
ing with  the  other  surroundings.  All  worked  to- 
gether with  the  mutual  purpose  of  effecting  a 
change  for  the  better,  and  in  due  time  they  realized 
tiieir  expectations.  Mr.  Otwell  especially  labored 
early  and  late  in  the  building  up  of  his  home,  and 
his  constitution  in  time  gave  way  under  the  long- 
continued  strain  so  that  he  was  finally  obliged  to 
abandon  hard  labor  and  relegate  this  toother  hands. 
His  condition  was  aggravated  by  the  drinking  of 
cold  water  when  over-heated  in  the  harvest  field, 
in  Indiana.  He  was  a  remarkably  patient  man  and 
bore  his  sufferings  with  heroic  fortitude,  seldom 
complaining  although  suffering  greatly  at  times. 

Mr.  Otwell  was  called  the  poor  man's  friend,  so 
charitable  and  kind  was  he  to  those  less  "fortunate 
than  himself.  No  deserving  person  in  need  was 
ever  turned  empty  from  his  door.  He  was  pos- 
sessed of  more  than  ordinary  intelligence,  was  a 
regular  reader,  and   kept  himself  well    posted  upon 


the  events  of  the  day.  He  gave  to  his  children  the 
advantages  of  a  good  education,  and  set  before 
them  an  example  of  honesty  and  integrity  that 
was  well  worthy  of  imitation.  They  have  grown 
up  respected  in  their  community  and  well  fitted  to 
become  good  and  useful  members  of  society. 

Before  leaving  his  native  State,  Mr.  Otwell  was 
married  March  10,  1859,  to  Miss  Mary  E.,  daugh- 
ter of  James  and  Priscilla  (Carpenter)  Webb. 
Mrs.  Otwell  was  the  eldest  of  her  parents'  three 
children,  the  others  being  Eliza  A.,  and  James  R. 
She,  like  her  husband  was  a  native  of  Delaware, 
and  was  born  March  3,  1839.  She  was  reared  in 
the  same  neighborhood  as  her  husband  and  they 
grew  up  as  children  together.  Their  union  has 
been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  nine  children,  four  of 
whom  are  living — Sarah  A.,  William  E.,  Ida  M., 
and  Rufus  R.  Sarah  is  the  wife  of  Edward  G. 
Denman  of  Beloit,  Mitchell  Co.,  this  State;  thej' 
have  three  children — May  E.,  Ray  A.,  and  Earl  W. 
One  son,  George,  died  when  a  promising  youth  of 
seventeen  years. 

Politically,  Mr.  Otwell  was  a  stanch  supporter 
of  the  Republican  party,  although  never  aspiring 
to  office.  He  was  a  man  of  decided  views  and  his 
opinion  was  often  sought  by  his  neighbors  upon 
matters  affecting  their  best  interests.  He  has  left 
to  his  family  the  legacy-  of  a  good  name,  and  his 
diligence  and  forethought  resulted  in  the  accumu- 
lation of  a  good  property.  The  Otwell  homestead 
is  comfortable  in  all  respects,  and  the  famil3'  are 
numbered  among  the  most  highly  respected  citizens 
of    Wasiiington  County. 


<:^^-«»B* 


Vf'  ACOB  OSAVALD.  The  results  of  persever- 
||  anee  and  industry  are  nowhere  more  forcibly 
|i  illustrated  than  iu  the  career  of  Mr.  Oswald, 
(^^'  a  native  of  Wurtemburg,  Germany,  who, 
upon  coming  to  the  United  States  had  onl^'  the 
small  capital  of  $2.50  in  his  pocket.  He  is  now 
numbered  among  the  well-to-do  farmers  of  Frank- 
lin Township,  and  has  been  a  resident  of  Wash- 
ington County  since  1 883.  He  is  approaching  his 
three-score  and  ten  3'ears,  having  been  born  Jan. 
25,  1822,  but  as   the  result    of  a    correct  life    and 
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teiujierate  habits,  he  preserves  nuieh  of  the  vigor 
:xml  activity  of  his  younger  years. 

They  whom  Mr.  Oswald  called  father  and  mother 
were  named  respectively  Frederick  and  Anna  Cath- 
erine (Buyler)  Oswald,  who  were  likewise  natives 
of  "Wurtemburg,  and  the  former  of  whom  spent  his 
entire  life  upon  his  native  soil.  The  mother 
crossed  the  Atlantic  in  1860,  and  joining  her  son 
ill  Washington  County,  Kan.,  departed  this  life  in 
1SG5.  There  had  been  born  to  her  and  her  hus- 
band seven  children,  viz.:  Jacob,  Barbara,  George, 
Frederick,  Andrew,  Mathias  and  John,  the  latter  of 
whom  died  in  Jackson  County,  Iowa. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  was  principally  en- 
gaged in  farming  pursuits  in  his  native  country, 
but  for  a  time  served  in  the  German  armj'.  At 
tiie  outbreak  of  the  Revolution,  in  1848,  he  came 
to  the  United  States,  after  his  marriage,  which  oc- 
curred in  the  month  of  Maj',  that  year,  the  bride 
being  Miss  Rosanna  Foegle.  Mr.  Oswald  spent  two 
months  in  the  eastern  part  of  New  York  State,  then 
emigrated  to  Carroll  County,  111.,  and  purchased 
120  acres  of  land,  upon  which  he  lived  five  years. 
At  the  expiration  of  this  time,  pushing  on  further 
westward  he  established  himself  in  Jackson  County, 
Iowa,  where  he  farmed  two  years  and  then  engaged 
in  the  livery  business  at  Sabula.  During  the  sec- 
ond year  of  the  war,  he,  in  1862,  enlisted  as  a 
L'nion  soldier  in  Compau}-  A,  6th  Iowa  Cavalry, 
and  served  three  years.  His  command  was  prin- 
cipally stationed  in  Dakota,  to  fight  the  Indians,and 
I\Ir.  Oswald  ofHciated  as  Sergeant  and  Orderly.  He 
was  twice  wounded,  once  in  the  head  and  once  in 
the  hand.  Upon  leaving  the  service  he  returned 
to  Sabula,  and  re-engaged  in  the  livery  business 
which  he  prosecuted  until  coming  to  Kansas,  in 
1883.  Soon  afterward  he  purchased  the  farm  upon 
which  he  now  resides,  and  which  comprises  180  acres 
of  choice  land  in  a  highly  productive  condition.  He 
still  retains  ownership  of  propeity  in  Sabula,  Iowa. 

When  Mr.  Oswald  settled  upon  his  present  farm 
the  only  attempt  at  improvements  was  an  old  dug- 
out little  suited  for  a  human  shelter.  He  made  it 
his  first  business  to  put  up  a  habitable  dwelling, 
put  in  the  season's  crops,  then  began  making  fences, 
dividing  his  fields,  and  tilling  the  soil.  He  labored 
industriously  a  number   of   years,    and   soon    met 


with  bis  legitimate  reward.  He  assisted  his  chil- 
dren to  a  good  start  in  life,  and  has  sufficient  to 
defend  him  against  want  in  his  old  age.  His  eldest 
daughter,  Mary,  is  the  wife  of  Jacob  Berns,  and 
they  live  in  Hanover;  Louise  married  Henry  Osen- 
dorf,  and  lives  in  Lanham,  Neb.;  John  is  at  home 
with  his  parents;  Caroline  is  the  wife  of  Fred  Ehrke; 
Katie  married  William  Berner;  Frank  and  Frances, 
twins,  remain  under  the  home  roof. 

Mr.  Oswald  upon  becoming  a  voting  citizen  iden- 
tified himself  with  the  Republican  party,  and  relig- 
ously  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  So- 
cially he  belongs  to  the  G.  A.  R.  In  Sabula,  Iowa, 
he  was  at  one  time  a  member  of  the  City   Council. 


«^  H.  I:DELBLUTE,  proprietor  of  his  fa- 
I  jl  ther's  old  homestead  in  AVild  Cat  Town. 
I^J^  ship,  Riley  County,  occupies  the  dwelling 
which  was  built  by  the  latter  in  1866. 
The  farm  is  220  acres  in  extent  and  flnel3-  located 
on  section  3.5.  The  land  is  in  a  good  state  of  cul- 
tivation and  "'ell  improved  and  devoted  mainly  to 
live-stock,  there  being  upon  the  place  at  the  pres- 
ent lime  (October,  1889)  twenty-three  head  of  cat- 
tle and  nineteen  head  of  horses.  Prominent  among 
the  latter  is  one  especially  fine  animal,  a  McGregor, 
besides  "Challas"  and  "Easter  Girl,"  the  latter 
three  years  old  with  a  record  of  2:42.  Mr.  Edel- 
blute  is  warmly  interested  in  horse-flesh,  and  is  at 
the  present  time  raising  some  fine  animals. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  sixth  child  of 
his  parents — David  and  Lydia  (Conrad)  Edelblute, 
who  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  The  father 
was  first  a  charcoal  burner  and  then  a  farmer.  He 
was  born  Aug.  4.  1843,  and  was  one  of  ten  chil- 
dren, all  of  whom  are  living  and  residents  of  Kan- 
sas. Colorado  and  Pennsylvania.  The  parents 
were  married  in  Pennsylvaniii,  and  lived  thereuntil 
18.57,  during  which  year  D.  II.  was  a  lad  of  four- 
teen 3'ears.  They  then  emigrated  to  Kansas,  set- 
tling on  the  land  now  owned  by  their  son,  our  sub- 
ject. The  father  developed  the  land  from  the 
liriraitive  soil,  and  died  twenty -two  years  later,  in 
Januar}-,  1879.     The  mother  had    passed  away  in 
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September.  186G.  The  early  days  of  our  subject 
were  occupied  in  attending  the  common  school  and 
assisting  in  the  lighter  labors  around  the  home- 
stead. He  looked  upon  Kansas  in  its  Territorial 
days,  and  lived  with  his  parents  until  twentj'-six 
years  old.  After  the  death  of  the  father  the  family 
was  broken  up  and  scattered,  and  D.  H.  purchased 
the  interest  of  the  other  heirs  in  the  homestead 
and  settled  upon  it,  where  he  has  since  remained. 
Mr.  Edelblute,  on  the  18th  of  April,  1870,  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Sarah  C.  Knapp,  a 
daughter  of  Lemuel  Knapp,  who  came  from  New 
York  to  Kansas  Territory,  in  1854,  settling  first  in 
Pawnee  City,  which  was  destroyed  by  order  of 
Jefferson  Uavis,  then  Secretary  of  War.  Mrs. 
Edelblute  was  the  sixth  in  a  family  of  seven  chil- 
dren, and  was  born  .June  4th,  18.51,  in  Essex 
County,  N.  Y.  Of  her  union  with  our  sulDJect 
there  have  likewise  been  born  seven  children,  viz: 
Mary,  Harry,  Nathan  G.,  Jennie,  Roy,  Forrest  and 
Florence.  Mrs.  Edelblute  is  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  as  also  are  Mary  and 
Harry.  Our  subject  usually'  votes  the  straiglit  Re- 
liublican  ticket,  but  has  had  verj'  little  to  do  with 
political  affairs.  The  daughter,  Mary,  was  married 
Dec.  4,  1889,  to  Mr.  Frank  Ayars,  of  Snow  Hill. 
Md.,  .and  returned  there,  to  m.ike  it  their  futuic 
lioine. 


-^=7=Y='^=M=£>- 


L^^HEODORE  INGERSOLL,a  distant  relative 
((^^  of  the  noted  Robert  G.  Ingersoll,is  numbered 
V>^^  among  the  most  liberal  and  public-spirited 
citizens  of  Clay  Township,  Claj^  Countj^,  which  has 
been  the  scene  of  his  prosperity  and  in  whose 
growth  and  development  he  has  taken  an  absorb- 
ing interest.  He  did  good  service  as  a  Union 
soldier  during  the  late  Civil  War.  and  is  one  of 
those  whole-souled,  genial  and  companionable  men 
who  makes  friends  wherever  he  goes. 

Mr.  Ingersoll  is  essentially  a  Western  man,  having 
l)een  born  in  Washtenaw  Co.,  Mi(!h.,  Dec.  13,  1843. 
He  is  the  son  of  a  Congregationalist  minister.  Rev. 
Elihu  P.  Ingersoll,  who,  in  the  discharge  of  his 
pious  duties,  traveled  all  over  the  States  of  Miclii- 
gan,    Illinois  and    Kansas.     lie    was   possessed    of 


more  than  ordinary  musical  tastes,  and  for  several 
years  was  a  teacher  of  music  in  Oberlin  (Ohio) 
College.  He  departed  this  life  at  his  liome  in 
Broughton,  in  1887. 

The  subject  of  tiiis  sketch  received  a  limited 
education  and  came  to  Kansas  with  his  parents 
when  a  lad  of  fourteen  years.  Two  years  later  he- 
began  freighting  for  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment, under  the  firm  name  of  Majors  <fe  Russell, 
making  three  or  four  trips  with  ox  teams  from 
Kansas  City  to  Colorado.  After  the  outbreak  of 
the  Civil  War  he  enlisted  as  a  Union  soldier  in 
Company  E,  8th  Kansas  Infantry,  and  served  three 
years,  participating  in  the  battles  of  Perrjville, 
Chickamauga,  and  in  other  important  engage- 
ments. He  was  wounded  at  Chickamauga  and  con- 
fined a  3fear  in  the  hospital.  Upon  his  recovery  he 
endeavored  to  re-enlist,  but  was  rejected  on  ac- 
count of  disability.  Then  coming  back  to  Kansas 
he  settled  in  Wabaunsee  County,  where  he  re- 
mained until  1867.  That  year  he  changed  his 
residence  to  Clay  County,  liomesteading  land  on 
section  35,  Clay  Township,  where  he  made  his 
headquarters  mostly  until  the  fall  of  1889.  Then, 
removing  to  Broughton,  he  homesteaded  160  acres 
of  raw  prairie,  which  he  improved  and  added  to 
until  he  is  now  the  owner  of  280  acres,  upon  which 
he  has  erected  two  farm  houses,  with  the  necessary 
buildings  adjacent,  one  of  these  being  occupied  by 
a  tenant. 

On  St.  Valentine's  day,  Feb.  14,  1871,  Mr.  In- 
gersoll was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Julia, 
daughter  of  Reuben  Kipp,  the  latter  a  native  of 
New  York,  and  who  spent  his  last  years  in  Kansas. 
Of  this  union  there  have  been  born  six  children, 
five  of  whom  are  living — Katie,  ^'iola,  James, 
George  and  PMna,and  all  at  home  with  their  parents. 
Mr.  Ingersoll  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
Lincoln,  and  has  steadfastly  supported  the  Repul)- 
lican  partj'.  He  has  been  the  School  Treasurer  of 
his  district  many  years,  and  was  made  the  first 
Postmaster  of  Rosevale,  now  Broughton,  which 
position  he  held  for  a  period  of  years.  He  first 
established  the  ofHcc,  held  it  three  or  four  years, 
then  went  to  tlie  neighborhood  of  Emporia  and 
worked  on  tlic  Santa  Fc  Railroad  one  season.  He 
was  ie-api)ointe(l   to  tlie  olHcc  Ijy   President  Har- 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


lison,  and  resumed  his  duties  there  Oct.  1,  1889. 
As  an  old  soldier,  he  is  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  K., 
at  Broughton.  Mrs.  Ingersoll  and  her  daughter, 
Katie,  belong  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Cliurch. 
at  Broughton. 

Mr.  IngersoU  was  first  married  in  Galva,  III.,  to 
Miss  Anna  Whitehead,  who  became  the  mother  of 
one  eliild,  a  daughter.  Myrtle,  and  departed  this 
life  at  her  home  in  Broughton  in  1869.  The  child 
(lied  when  two  j-ears  old. 


?if^'   ^' 


J".  OHN  UNDERWOOD,  Justice  of  the  Peace  in 
',  Sherman  Township,  Riley  County,  and  a  lo- 
'  cal  preacher  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
'  Church,  is  likewise  a  farmer  in  good  circum- 
stances, and  finds  his  chief  satisfaction  in  following 
agricultural  pursuits.  He  came  to  this  State  in  1 871, 
and  first  purchased  160  acres  of  land,  which  he 
afterward  sold,  then  secured  that  which  he  now  owns 
and  occupies  and  which  is  pleasantly  located  on  sec- 
tion 10.  Through  his  careful  cultivation  the  soil 
has  become  fertile  and  yields  in  abundance  the  rich 
crops  of  Northern  Kansas.  Mr.  Underwood  is 
numbered  among  the  respected  men  of  his  com- 
munity— a  man  whose  word  is  considered  as  good 
as  his  bond,  and  who  in  his  political  views  endorses 
the  principles  of  the  Republican  party. 

The  native  place  of  Mr.  Underwood  was  in 
Leicestershire,  England,  and  the  date  of  his  birth, 
April  7,  1828.  His  father.  William  Underwood, 
was  born  in  Leicestershire,  in  1797,  and  there  spent 
his  entire  life,  operating  as  a  dairyman,  and  resting 
from  his  earthly  labors  at  the  age  of  fiftj^-three 
3'ears.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject 
was  John  Underwood  who  followed  the  trade  of  a 
butcher  and  who  was  born,  reared,  married  ami 
died  in  Leicestershire. 

William  Underwood  in  early  manhood  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Elizabeth  Berry,  a  native  of 
his  own  shire  and  born  in  1788.  She  passed  away 
some  years  after  the  decease  of  her  husband  at  the 
age  of  sixty-nine  years.  They  were  the  parents  of 
two  children  only — John,  our  subject,  and  William 
C;  the  latter  is  still  living  in  England.  The  boys 
were  reared  upon  a  farm  and  William  was  content 


to  remain  in  his  native  shire.  John,  however,  de- 
cided to  see  the  Western  Hemisphere  and  accord- 
ingly about  the  time  of  reaching  his  majority, 
crossed  tiie  Atlantic.  He  located  first  in  Schuylkill 
County,  Pa.,  where  he  was  emplo^'ed  as  a  farm  la- 
boi-er  for  a  time  and  then  obtained  a  situation  in  a 
mill,  where  he  occupied  himself  until  about  1861. 
That  year  he  went  to  Chicago,  111.,  and  was  va- 
riously employed  for  the  following  ten  years.  At 
the  expiration  of  this  time  he  pushed  on  further 
westward  across  the  Mississippi  and  into  the  State 
of  Kansas,  of  which  he  has  since  been  a  resident. 

On  the  18th  of  July,  1857,  Mr.  Underwood  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Nancy  Chadwick,  the 
wedding  taking  place  in  St.  Clair,  Pa.  Mrs.  Under- 
wood is  a  native  of  the  same  country  as  her  hus- 
band and  was  born  in  Lancashire.  July  25,  1838. 
Her  parents  were  Samuel  and  Ann  (Watson)  Chad- 
wick. who  came  to  America  in  1852  and  settled  in 
Schuylkill  County,  Pa.,  where  Mr.  Chadwick  op- 
erated as  a  miner  and  died  when  about  fifty-four 
years  old.  Mrs.  Chadwick  after  the  death  of  her 
husband  came  to  Rile^y  Countv.  Kan.,  and  died  at 
the  age  of  sixty-four  years. 

There  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Under- 
wood twelve  children,  namely:  Elizabeth  A.,  the 
wife  of  George  Cars  well,  a  prosperous  farmer 
of  Riley  County;  Emma  J.,  Mrs.  S.  C.  Swagertj', 
living  in  California;  AVilliam  C,  who  died  when 
three  months  old; John  H..  who  is  in  California;  Ben- 
jamin T.;  William  C,  (second),  who  died  when  one 
year  old;  George  W.,  Mary  B.,  Lucy  M.,  Alice  A., 
Nancy  M.  and  Laura  C.  The  seven  last  mentioned 
are  all  at  home  with  their  parents. 


li 


ILLIAM  C.  BUMSTED.  Among  the  manv 

highly  cultivated  and  attractive   farms  of 

Clay    County,    that    of  the  above  named 

J   gentleman  ranks  among  the   best  in  the  part  of  the 

j    county  where  it  is  located.     It  comprises  120  acres 

i   of  thoroughly  and  intelligently  cultivated  land,  and 

is  the  home  of  an  enterprising    farmer,    a    worthy 

citizen  and  a  Christian  gentleman.    It  is  located  on 

sections  13  and  24  of  Blaine   Township,  and   upon 
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its  fertile  expanse  are  all  necessary  farm  buildings, 
well  constructed,  and  conveniently  disposed  for  the 
purposes  of  farming  and  stock-raising  in  wliich  the 
owner  is  engaged. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  James  and  Marj- 
Bumsted,  are  natives  of  England,  from  which  coun- 
try they  came  to  America  when  our  subject  was 
but  five  years  of  age,  be  having  been  born  in  Sus- 
sexshire,  Dec.  17.  1846.  Passage  was  taken  at 
Liverpool  on  a  sailing  vessel  which  arrived  at  New- 
York  City  after  a  voyage  of  twenty-eight  days. 
From  the  American  metropolis  the  family  went 
directly  to  Kane  County,  111.,  being  among  the 
early  settlers  of  that  count3'.  The  parents  now  re- 
side in  Carpentersville,  the  father  being  sixty-seven 
years  of  age  and  the  mother  sixty-five.  Surrounded 
by  children  and  friends,  they  are  now  enjoy- 
ing the  fruit  of  lives  spent  in  usefulness  and 
well-doing.  Both  are  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  and  the  fatlier  is  a  Republican  in  politics. 
Thej'  are  the  parents  of  eight  children,  one  of  whom 
is  deceased.  The  survivors  are:  Stephen;  William; 
Eliza,  wife  of  J.  D.  Wolver;  George;  Sarah  J.,  wife 
of  George  Read ;  Charles ;  and  Mar}',  wife  of  Henry 
Adams.  All  are  living  in  Kane  County,  111.,  ex- 
cept George,  whose  home  is  in  McIIenry  County  of 
that  State;  Charles,  who  lives  in  Harrison,  Iowa: 
and  our  subject. 

William  C.  Bumsted  spent  his  boyhood  and  youth 
in  Kane  County,  111.,  being  educated  in  the  public 
schools,  and  supplementing  the  training  wliich  he 
there  received  bj'  the  more  practical  knowledge  j 
which  he  obtained  from  reading  and  contact  with 
his  fellow-men.  He  early  gained  an  insight  into  i 
the  management  of  a  farm,  and  during  his  entire 
life  has  followed  the  occupation  of  an  agriculturist. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Bumsted  farmed  on  rented 
land  in  Illinois  for  several  years,  and  in  the  fall  of 
1880,  came  to  this  State,  purchasing  a  farm  in  Re- 
publican Township,  Clay  Count}-,  which  he  made 
his  home  during  the  following  six  years,  at  the  ex- 
piration of  which  time  he  settled  on  the  estate 
which  he  now  occupies.  His  property  has  been  ac- 
cumulated by  his  own  energy  and  industrious  ' 
habits,  aided  by  the  good   management  of  his  wife. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Bumsted  took  place  in  Illi- 
nois, April  25,  1872,  the  bride  being  Miss  E.  Fran-    ; 


cese,  daughter  of  Cyrus  and  Asenath  Hoxie.  She 
was  born  in  Massachusetts,  and  is  a  finely  educated 
lady  and  possessed  of  many  noble  traits  of  charac- 
ter. Prior  to  her  marriage  she  had  been  engaged 
in  teaching.  The  happy  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bumsted  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  four 
children:  Lettie  B.,  born  March  17,  1873;  Susie  O., 
Sept.  21, 1876;  Pearl  E.,  April  4,  1883:  and  an  in- 
fant son,  Roy  Earl,  March  1,  1889. 

Mr.  Bumsted  is  a  Republican.  He  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  active  in 
society,  their  intelligence  and  uprightness  well,  fit- 
ting tliera  for  a  leading  position  tliercin. 

-^-^ 


ILLIAM  F.  ALLEN.  Among  those  who 
^If/  pressed  the  soil  of  Kansas  during  its  earliest 
■^  settlement  was  Mr.  Allen,  who  deserves 
more  than  a  passing  notice.  He  was  then  a  young- 
man  and  has  practically  grown  up  with  the  country, 
and  he  bas  watched  its  prosperity  with  the  interest 
felt  only  by  the  intelligent  citizen.  His  native 
place  was  Roxbury,  Mass.,  and  the  date  of  his 
birth  March  7,  1835. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  were  Asahel  G.  and 
Christina  (Bowker)  Allen,  who  are  represented  in 
the  sketch  of  .Tohn  A.  Allen,  on  another  page  in  this 
volume.  William  F.  Allen  was  the  eldest  son, 
and  received  his  early  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  Roxbury.  Later  lie  attended  the  acad- 
emy at  East  Lyme.  In  1854,  when  a  youth  of 
nineteen  years,  he  set  out  for  Kansas  with  his  father's 
family.  They  came  later  to  Pottawatomie  County, 
and  William  F.  located  a  claim  in  Blue  Townsliip. 
He  built  a  log  cabin, fenced  the  greater  portion  of  his 
land  and  worked  it  until  18G2.  He  then  started 
for  the  more  western  country,  traveling  overland 
with  an  ox  team  to  Colorado,  and  after  a  journey 
of  six  weeks  arrived  in  Central  City.  Denver  was 
then  a  town  of  4,000  inhabitants.  Mr.  Allen  so- 
journed two  years  at  Centr.al  City,  and  then  for 
five  years  was  a  contractor  and  builder  in  that 
region. 

In  18G9  Mr.  Allen  returned  to  Blue  Township 
and  conducted  the  old  homestead  uutil  1884.  Next 
he  sought  the  Pacific  slope,  sojourning  two  months 
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in  California,  and  then  returned  to  his  old  haunts 
in  Pottawatomie  County.  In  March,  1  886,  he  em- 
barked in  the  grocery  business,  which  he  prose- 
cuted until  April,  1889,  and  then  retired. 

On  the  1st  of  January,  1880,  occurred  the  mar- 
riage of  Mr.  Allen  with  Miss  Florence  lugraham. 
iMrs.  Allen  was  born  in  Riley  Count3%  this  State, 
and  is  the  daughter  of  Jesse  Ingraham,  a  native  of 
New  York  State,  who  was  taken  by  his  parents 
when  quite  young  to  Indiana.  He  there  developed 
into  manhood  and  came  to  Kansas  in  the  fall  of 
1856,  settling  among  the  earliest  pioneers  in  Grant 
Township.  He  purchased  a  claim  and  entered 
land,  from  which  he  improved  a  good  farm  and 
resided  upon  it  until  bis  death,  in  January,  1889. 
The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Patience  Shum- 
way,  who  was  born  in  Michigan  and  is  now  living 
in  Manhattan  Township,  Kan.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Allen  there  were  born  throe  children — Marion, 
Amy  L.  and  Jessie  P. 


-o»o.-f5^>-^^..o 


^^^  LFRED   C.  BUTLER.     Among  those  who 
^1    l    '''"^"^'S  ^6^1  '''^6  privileged  witnesses  of   the 
///   IS    phenomenal   growth  and  development   of 
^fl  Northern    Kansas,    Mr.    Butler    holds    an 

honored  position.  He  is  acknowledged  to  be  one  of 
the  earliest  settlers  of  Exeter  Township  and  is  the 
present  Postmaster  of  Exeter,  to  which  office  he 
was  appointed  by  the  President  in  1872.  His  ca- 
reer as  a  man  and  a  citizen  has  been  creditable  in 
the  extreme  and  one  which  ,has  firmlj'  established 
him  in  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  all  who  know 
liini.  He  owns  and  occupies  a  good  homestead  on 
section  24,  where  he  binlt  up  a  productive  farm 
from  what  was  but  a  wild  prairie  at  the  time  of  his 
settlement  upon  it.  The  birthplace  of  our  subject 
was  in  Tompkins  County,  N.  Y.,  and  the  date 
thereof  Aug.  25,  1821.  His  parents  were  Harry 
and  Fanny  (Huntington)  Butler  who. were  likewise 
natives  of  the  Empire  State  and  who  traced  their 
ancestry  to  England  originally,  while  later  the  But- 
ler family  flourished  in  Ireland.  Both  the  grand- 
fathers of  our  subject  served  in  the  Revolutionary 
War  and  two  uncles  later  distinguished  themselves 
as  patriots  in   the  War  of   1812.     To    IIarr\-   and 


Fanny  Butler  there  was  born  a  family  of  nine 
children  and  the  survivors  are  recorded  as  follows: 
Alfred  C.  is  the  eldest;  Reuben  is  a  resident  of 
Allen  County,  this  State;  Maria  lives  in  Wilming- 
ton, 111.;  Keturah  is  the  wife  of  S.  R.  Randall  of 
Cl&y  County,  this  State;  John  resides  at  Braid- 
wood.  111. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  when  a  youth  of  six- 
teen years  removed  with  his  parents  to  Bradford 
County.  Pa.,  where  he  sojourned  until  reaching 
manhood  and  until  after  his  marriage,  which  oc- 
curred June  28,  1843.  About  1848,  accompanied 
by  his  wife  and  three  children,  he  emigrated  to 
Will  County,  111.,  where  he  sojourned  a  number  of 
years  and  then  changed  his  residence  to  Kankakee 
County.  He  only  lived  there  a  short  time,  how- 
ever. In  1871  he  came  to  Kansas,  settling  in  Wa- 
baunsee County,  but  soon  removed  to  Clay  County, 
of  which  he  has  been  a  resident  since  1873. 

In  Clay  County,  Mr.  Butler  homesteaded  160 
acres  of  land  that  which  he  now  owns  and  occupies. 
The  country  was  then  wild  and  new  and  be  labored 
early  and  late  for  a  number  of  years  in  bringing 
his  land  to  a  state  of  cultivation  and  gathering 
around  himself  and  his  family  the  comforts  and 
convenience  of  modern  life.  He  has  been  the 
architect  of  his  own  fortune,  making-  his  way  un- 
aided and  enduring  the  usual  hardships  and  diffi- 
culties of    life  on  the  frontier. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  with  Miss  Hannah 
Swart,  was  celebrated  at  the  bride's  home  in 
Pennsylvania,  June  28,  1843.  Of  this  union  there 
have  been  born  twelve  children,  ten  of  whom  are 
living.  Francis  is  a  resident  of  Exeter  Township, 
Clay  Count}-;  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Levi  Echel.  of 
Fayette  County,  111. ;  Fanny  married  E.  M.  Davis 
of  Clay  County,  this  State;  Henry  is  a  resident  of 
Cla^'  Center,  as  are  also  Dorrance  and  Reuben  D.; 
John  lives  in  Clay  County;  Charles  ^R.  and  Clara 
are  at  home  with  their  parents. 

During  the  seventeen  years  in  which  Mr.  Butler 
has  served  as  Postmaster  lie  has  discharged  the 
duties  of  his  office  with  credit  to  himself  and  satis- 
faction to  all  concerned.  He  was  the  second  man 
to  occupy  this  office  in  Exeter  Township.  He  has 
ctherwise  been  prominent  in  local  affairs,  serving 
on  the  School  Board  of    his  district  and  occup^-ing 
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various  positions  of  trust  and  responsibility.  When 
becoming  a  voter  he  identified  himself  with  the  old 
Whig  party,  but  upon  its  abandonment  cordially 
endorsed  Republican  principles  to  whicli  he  has 
given  his  unqualified  support.  Botli  he  and  his 
estimable  wife  are  active  members  of  the  Methodist 
Pvpiscopal  Church.  Mrs.  Butler  was  born  in  Dela- 
ware County,  N.  Y.,  April  8.  1826  and  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  Simon  and  Polly  (Blanchard)  Swart  who 
were  also  natives  of  tlie  Empire  State  and  who 
were  respectively  of  German  and  English  ancestry. 
When  their  daughter  was  a  maiden  of  sixteen 
yeais  they  removed  to  Pennsjlvania  and  she  re- 
mained under  the  parental  roof  until  her  marriage. 
Mrs.  Butler  has  been  a  devoted  wife  and  mother, 
giving  her  whole  time  and  attention  to  the  com- 
fort and  welfare  of  her  family  and  assisting  her 
husband  in  the  accumulation  of  their  property  by 
her  studious  economy  and  wise  management  of  her 
household  affairs.  She  deserves  a  place  in  the  front 
ranks  among  the  pioneer  women  of    Clay    County. 


-Mk-I*- 


PREDERICK  OVERBURY.  The  farming 
communities  of  Washington  County  include 
man  J'  men  who  were  born  across  the  sea, 
and  who  are  not  only  worthy  representatives  of  the 
class  to  which  they  belong,  but  who  as  citizens 
take  great  interest  in  the  institutions  of  their 
adopted  country.  Among  these  is  the  gentleman 
above  named,  who  is  located  on  section  3,  Kimeo 
Township,  and  whose  estate  tliere  is  as  thoroughly 
cultivated  as  any  in  the  count)'. 

Mr.  Overbur}'  is  a  native  of  England,  his  birth 
having  taken  place  in  Warwickshire,  Aug.  10,  1842. 
He  was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native  shire,  re- 
maining with  his  father,  who  kept  an  hotel,  until 
1857.  He  then,  being  about  fifteen  years  of  age, 
went  to  Birmingham  and  learned  the  drug  trade. 
He  remained  in  Birmingham,  engaged  in  the  drug 
business  until  1870,  when  he  crossed  the  Atlantic 
to  become  a  citizen  of  the  United  States.  He  came 
West,  and  deciding  upon  this  county  for  his  home, 
took  up  a  homestead  of  1(!0  acres,  where  he  is  now 
living,  and  which  he  has  brought  to  its  present 
fine  state. 


Thomas  Overbur)',  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  a  direct  descendant  of  one  Sir  Thomas 
Overbury,  of  an  earlier  period  in  English  history. 
In  his  latter  years,  Thomas  Overbury  kept  an  hotel 
and  post-house,  which  was  afterward  managed  by 
his  son  Joseph,  the  father  of  our  subject.  Joseph 
Overbury  was  born  about  1811.  and  in  early  life 
was  engagefl  in  mercantile  business.  He  subse- 
quently took  charge  of  the  hotel,  retaining  its 
management  till  the  time  of  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1878.  He  married  Miss  Harriet  Rose, 
also  of  English  birth  and  a  daughter  of  Richard 
Rose.  Her  parents  were  members  of  the  Church 
of  England.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  Overbury  were 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  twelve  children.  Two  died 
in  infancy  and  of  the  others,  six  only  survive  at 
the  present  time.  Those  who  arrived  at  years  of 
maturity  were  named  respectively:  Mary  A., 
Joseph,  Emily,  Richard,  Frederick,  Edwin,  Fannie. 
Rose,  Louisa  H.  and  Thomas. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  celebrated  his 
marriage  in  Birmingham,  England,  Feb,  13,  18()C. 
The  bride  was  Miss  Jane  Timmis,  a  native  of  that 
place,  where  she  was  born  in  1837.  Her  father  was 
Ebenezer  Timmis,  now  deceased.  Her  mother. 
Jane  (Barnett)  Timmis,  is  still  living  at  a  rijic 
old  age. 

Mr.  Overbury  and  his  estimable  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  takes 
great  in tei est  in  educational  affairs,  and  has  been 
connected  with  the  School  Boird  of  Kimeo  Town- 
ship. The  principles  of  Democrac)-  most  nearly 
coincide  with  his  judgment,  and  he  therefore  casts 
his  vote  with  the  Democratic  party. 


OLE  HALVOB 
stock-raiser. 
Township,  C 


LE  HALVORSON  is  a  practical  farmer  and 
living  on  section  12,  Mulberry 
Clay  County.  He  owns  a  fertile 
farm  of  about  160  acres  which  he  took  up  under 
the  Homestead  Act  in  1870.  It  has  ever  since 
been  his  home,  and  is  carefully  cultivated,  and  fur- 
nislie<l  with  necessary  and  adequate  buildings.  Mr. 
Halvorson  is  a  good  type  of  the  Norwegian,  being 
a  large  man,  of  stout  build  and  rugged,  healthful 
appearance.     He  is    not   only   an    industrious  and 
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L'literprising  farmer,  bat  is  a  man  of  strict  honor  in 
liis  social  relations,  of  kindly  domestic  tastes,  and  of 
iiliright  moral  ciiaracter. 

Mr.  Halvorson  was  born  in  tlie  southern  part  of 
Norway,  tlurty-flve  miles  from  C'hristianstadt  on 
April  23,  1820.  He  is  of  iJiire  Norwegian  blood, 
and  comes  of  an  ancient  lineage.  His  father 
Ilalvor  Olson  was  a  farmer,  and  lived  and  died  in 
Ills  native  land.  He  reached  the  age  of  seventy- 
nine  3'ears,  his  wife  having  died  some  j-ears  pre- 
viousl^r  in  middle  life.  Both  were  members  of  the 
Lutheran  Churcli.  Three  cliildren  were  born  to 
lliem,  of  whom  our  subject  is  the  only  one  who 
came  to  the  United  States,  and  is  probably  the  only 
one  now  living. 

Tiie  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  was  reared 
as  a  farmer,  and  was  engaged  in  that  occupation  in 
his  native  land  until  after  his  marriage  and  the 
l)irth  of  one  child.  He  then  determined  to  make 
for  himself  a  home  in  the  New  World.  He  there- 
fore set  out  from  Grimstad,  Norway,  in  November, 
1 846,  and  went  thence  to  Havre,  France.  He  there 
took  passage  on  a  sailing  vessel  and  crossed  the 
Atlantic  to  New  Orleans,  La.,  landing  after  a 
passage  of  sixteen  weeks  and  three  da3's.  In  the 
spring  of  1847  he  came  up  the  Mississippi  River, 
and  located  at  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  where  his  family 
lived  for  several  years. 

In  the  spring  of  1850.  Mr.  Halvorson  started 
overland  for  California  and  after  traveling  some 
four  months,  came  upon  tlie  mining  region  around 
Ilangtown.  He  mined  in  tlie  Golden  .State  for 
several  years,  and  for  nearly  two  years  worked 
in  the  lumber  regions  of  Paget  Sound,  Wash. 
He  had  a  varied  experience  in  the  Western  States 
and  Territories,  and  made  but  little  that  he  could 
take  home  with  him.  He  was  sitk  for  a  time,  a 
fact  which  to  some  extent,  interfered  with  his  finan- 
cial success.  He  profited,  however,  by  his  trip  to 
the  boast.  From  the  lumber  regions  he  returned  to 
San  Francisco,  and  thence  by  water  to  his  home, 
going  first  to  New  Orleans,  thence  up  the  Missis- 
sippi River  to  St.  Louis,  and  thence  to  his  family 
near  St.  Joseph.  In  1861,  he  came  to  this  State, 
and  spent  about  nine  years  in  Brown  and  Atchison 
counties.  Thence  he  removed  to  this  county, 
locating  upon  the  land  which  still  forms  his  home. 


At  the  home  of  the  bride  in  Ramstad,  Norway, 
Mr.  Halvorson  was  united  in  marriage  with  Karan 
Clemens.  She  was  born  and  reared  in  Southern 
Norway,  and  was  a  descendant  of  an  old  and  hon- 
ored Norwegian  family.  Her  parents  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Lutheran  Church.  They  died  at  quite 
an  advanced  age.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Halvorson  are  the 
parents  of  three  children.  The  first  born,  Gunnil, 
died  in  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  when  two  and  a  half  years 
j  old.  Alletta,  is  the  wife  of  Nathan  Kinkannen  of 
Clifton.  He  was  a  soldier  and  is  living  on  his 
pension.  Henry,  after  he  reached  the  years  of 
maturity,  went  South,  and  has  not  been  heard  of 
since  the  fall  of  1868. 

Mr.  Halvorson  is  a  Republican  and  never  fails  to 
cast  his  vote  in  support  of  his  party  principles. 
He  and  Mrs.  Halvorson  are  communicants  of  the 
Lutheran  Church.  Both  are  highly  esteemed  bj^ 
their  neighbors  and  fellow-citizens. 

^^^  FORGE  F.  THOMPSON,  junior  member  of 
111  ^  ^^^  '^""  "^  Pa'''^er  &  Thompson,  editors  and 
'^l  proprietors  of  the  Nationalist,  published  at 
Manhattan,  is  one  of  those  who  have  made  their 
mark  in  this  section  of  the  country.  He  is  essen- 
tially a  Westerner,  having  been  born  in  San  Joaquin 
County,  C'al.,  Nov.  8,  1860,  and  is  still  in  his  early 
manhood  with  the  prospects  of  a  successful  career. 
He  is  the  offspring  of  an  excellent  family,  his  pa- 
rents being  Rev.  Rufus  S.  and  Clara  (Baker) 
Thompson, the  former  a  native  of  Ashtabula  County, 
Ohio,  born  Aug.  1.  1831,  and  tiie  latter  born  in 
Searcy  County,  Ark.,  June  29,  1836. 

The  parents  of  the  elder  Thompson  were  origi- 
nally from  Pennsylvania  and  on  both  sides  were  of 
German  descent.  At  an  early  day  they  emigrated 
to  Ohio,  and  in  that  then  heavily-timbered  countr}- 
constructed  a  farm  after  much  arduous  labor.  On 
this  place  they  lived  until  1836,  when  they  removed 
still  farther  West,  settling  at  St.  Charles,  Kane  Co., 
m.  There  the  grandfathei'"  George  Washington 
Tiiompson  died  in  1870,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five 
years.  The  grandmother,  whose  maiden  n.ame  was 
Polly  Bartholomew,  subsequently  removed  to  Bel- 
mond,  Wright  Co.,  Iowa,  where  three  of  her  children 
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were  living,  and  there  she  died  in  lH7o  at  the  age 
of  sevent_v-eight  years. 

The  maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was 
AVilliam  Baker,  a  resident  of  Arkansas.  He  went 
to  California  in  1854,  but  in  1871  returned  East  as 
far  as  Missouri  on  a  visit  and  died  in  Dade  County, 
that  State,  in  1872.  The  mother  of  Mrs.  Thomp- 
son died  in  Arkansas  when  the  latter  was  but  five 
years  of  age.  The  grandparents  Thompson  had 
nine  children,  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy  and 
eight  are  yet  living.  George  Allen  is  a  miller  of 
Belniond,  Iowa;  Cordelia  is  the  wife  of  Henry 
Davis,  a  painter  at  the  same  place;  Rufus  S.  was  the 
next  in  order  of  birth;  Eliza  is  a  resident  of  Wis- 
consin; William  H.  H.  is  sojourning  in  Sacramento, 
Cal.,  where  he  occupies  the  oftice  of  Superintendent 
of  the  painting  department  of  the  Southern  Pacific 
Railroad;  Malinda  is  the  widow  of  William  Cum- 
mings,  and  lives  in  Belmond,  Iowa;  Charles  O.,  is  a 
liveryman  of  St.  Charles,  111.;  Fayette  is  a  moulder 
by  trade,  also  living  in  St.  Charles. 

Rufus  Sheldon  Thompson,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  five  3'ears  old  when  the  family  removed  to 
Illinois,  and  in  that  State  he  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated and  also  learned  the  trade  of  a  lilacksmith. 
In  1852  he  removed  to  Missouri  and  in  the  spring 
of  1853  made  the  overland  journey  to  California  in 
charge  of  a  drove  of  500  head  of  cattle.  Upon 
arriving  there  he  engaged  in  mining  for  a  year  or 
two,  but  his  health  not  permitting  him  to  continue 
it,  being  afflicted  with  the  rheumatism,  he  resumed 
his  trade  at  which  he  worked  for  thirty  years.  In 
1871  the  family  returned  p]ast  as  far  as  Iowa  and 
lived  at  Belmond  for  the  following  three  years,  Mr. 
Thompson  prosecuting  his  trade.  In  1874  thej' 
came  to  Kansas  where  he  began  preaching  in  the 
Missionar*'  Baptist  Church.  To  this  cause  he  has 
since  devoted  his  life.  He  removed  to  Los  Angeles 
County,  Cal.,  in  1883,  and  in  the  fall  of  that  year 
changed  his  residence  to  Stanislaus  Count}'.  In  the 
spring  of  1884  he  removed  to  Butte  County,  and 
in  the  spring  of  1889  took  up  his  residence  in  Kern 
County,  where  he  now  lives.  He  was  always 
strictl}'  temperate  and  moral  l)ut  did  not  identifj' 
himself  with  any  church  until  he  was  nearly  thirty 
years  of  age.  His  interest  in  Christian  work,  iiow- 
ever,    grew    and    increased    until   he  resolved    to 


devote  himself  entirely  to  the  Master's  cause,  lie 
is  a  man  of  strong  convictions,  but  quiet  and  re- 
served in  deportment  and  earnest  in  all  he  under- 
takes, doing  thoroughly  whatever  he  once  begins. 
He  takes  a  warm  interest  in  the  cause  of  education 
for  which  he  is  a  tireless  worker.  In  politics,  he  is 
a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Republican  party  but  has 
never  sought  for  public  office.  He  is  also  a  radical  . 
friend  of  temperance,  believing  thorouglily  in  i)ro- 
hibition.  Where  best  known  he  is  most  liked  and 
he  is  thoroughly  esteemed  for  his  sterling  character 
and  upright  life. 

lu  1856,  in  San  Joaquin  County,  Cal.,  R.  S. 
Thompson  was  married  to  Clara  Baker,  who  is  of 
German  descent.  Mrs.  Thompson  is  notably  a 
pious  woman  and  a  fit  helpmate  for  her  husband  in 
his  chosen  work.  She  is  an  invalid,  caused  by  too 
hard  labor  in  her  youth  when  she  worked  out  to 
procure  the  means  of  educating  the  younger  chil- 
dren. The  family  born  to  this  worthy  couple  is 
recorded  as  follows:  Andrew  is  a  farmer  in  Yakima 
County,  Wash.;  George  F.  was  the  second 
born;  William  Orator  is  also  a  farmer  of  Yakima 
County.  Wash.;  Anna  is  unmarried  and  lives 
with  her  parents;  Elsie  is  the  wife  of  John  Coult- 
hard,  a  carpenter,  of  Kern  County,  Cal.;  Henry  is  a 
resident  of  Manhattan,  where  he  is  completing  his 
education;  Bertha  and  Walter  remain  with  their 
parents;  James  Silencer  and  an  unnamed  infant  are 
deceased. 

George  F.  Thompson,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
spent  the  first  ten  years  of  his  life  in  California  and 
the  next  three  in  Iowa.  He  then  lived  four  years 
in  Southern  Kansas,  and  after  going  through  the 
district  schools  came,  in  1878,  to  Manhattan,  where 
he  completed  his  education  in  the  Kansas  State  Ag- 
ricultural College.  While  a  student  in  the  last 
year  of  the  course  he  was  elected  Superintendent  of 
the  printing  department  of  the  college  before  he 
was  twenty-one  years  of  age.  In  that  position  he 
remained  until  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1886. 
During  that  time  tlie  dei)artment  was  so  built  up 
under  his  management  that  it  became  an  office  of 
the  first-class  in  the  State,  the  value  of  its  plant 
l)eing  increased  from  less  than  $  1 ,000  to  over  $3,000 
before  Mr.  Thompson  resigned.  Upon  leaving  the 
college  he  and  his  present  partner,  Mr.  Parker,  pur- 
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chased  the  Nationalist  to  which  he  has  since  given 
liis  attention  as  manager. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Thompson  with  Miss  Alice 
M.  Stolp  was  celebrated  Ang.  17,  1882,  at  Atlanta, 
Cowley  Co.,  Kan.  Mrs.  Thompson  was  likewise 
Ijorn  in  -San  Joaquin  County,  Cal.,  March  20,  1861, 
Her  parents.  William  K.  and  Lucy  (Kinley)  Stolp, 
had  gone  to  the  Golden  State  from  Aurora.  111.,  at  an 
early  day.  They  are  hotii  living  on  a  farm  in  Cow- 
ley County,  this  State,  to  which  place  they  came  in 
1870.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thompson  have  three  chil- 
dren—Nellie, born  May  30,1883;  George  Fred- 
lick,  .Tune  10,  18.55,  and  Russell  Sheldon,  Sept. 
IG,  1888.  Mr.  Thompson  is  a  member  of  the 
City  Council,  of  Manhattan,  now  serving  his  second 
terra,  being  elected  first  in  1887  and  re-elected  in 
1889.  Upon  the  organization  of  the  Council  he 
was  chosen  its  President  and  acting  Mayor.  He 
and  his  wife  are  both  members  of  the  First  Baptist 
Church  of  Manhattan,  and  Mr.  Thompson  is  one  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees  and  the  Treasurer.  He  is 
likewise  teacher  of  the  Bible  Class  in  the  Sabbath- 
school  of  the  church.  He  is  universallj'  recognized 
as  a  gentleman  of  high  character,  of  unblemished 
life,  upright  and  honorable  in  all  his  dealings  with 
his  fellow-men  and  deservedly  ranks  high  among 
the  citizens  of  Riley  County. 

The  Nationalist  is  the  successor  of  the  oldest  pa- 
per published  in  Kansas  west  of  Topeka.  It  was 
started  as  the  Western  Kansas  Express,  by  Charles 
F.  De  Vivaldi,  in  Manhattan,  in  1860.  Subse- 
quently under  the  management  of  Josiah  Pillsbury, 
its  name  was  changed  to  the  Independent,  and  in 
1868  it  was  purchased  by  L.  R.  Elliott,  who  con- 
solidated it  and  the  Kansas  Radical,  calling  the 
l)aper  the  Manhattan  Standard.  In  December. 
1870  he  sold  to  Albert  Griflin,  who  changed  the 
name  to  the  Nationalist.  Mr.  Griffin  who  had  a 
national  reputation  as  a  newspaper  man,  brought 
the  journal  into  prominence. 

At  the  close  of  the  war  Mr.  Griflin  had  gone  to 
Mobile,  Ala.,  where  he  established  a  paper  entitled 
tlie  Nationalist,  the  first  of  its  name  in  the  Ignited 
States.  It  was  so  earnestly  Republican  in  sentiment 
that  it  offended  the  lately  rebellious  Southerners  and 
]\lr.  Griffin  was  compelled  to  abandon  it.  He  then 
returned    to    Kansas  where   he    was   well-known 


through  his  connection  with  Gen.  James  H.  Lane. 
Mr.  Griffin  published  the  paper  with  great  success 
until  the  fall  of  1886  when  he  sold  it  to  its  present 
proprietors,  who  have  kept  up  its  reputation  in  an 
admirable  manner.  It  was  until  recently  the  official 
paper  of  both  city  and  county,  but  very  properly 
refused  to  do  the  work  for  next  to  nothing.  It 
makes  a  specialty  of  local  news,  a  feature  being  a 
large  number  of  local  correspondents.  In  politics 
it  is  radically  but  independently  Republican.  It 
admits  to  its  columns  nothing  that  can  in  any  way 
encourage  vice  or  Immorality, "and  is  eminently 
fitted  for  the  home  circle — essentially  a  family  pa- 
per. The  office  is  fully  equipped  for  doing  job 
printing  of  all  kinds,  having  ample  facilties  for  ex- 
ecuting fine  commercial  book  and  poster  work  and 
it  is  well  patronized  in  that  and  in  its  advertising 
department. 

-—^im^- — - 

J?  OHN  LEl'SZLER,  a  veteran  approaching 
I  the  eighty-third  year  of  his  age  and  one  of 
!  the  earliest  pioneers  of  Northern  Kansas, 
'  begar;  operations  on  the  raw  prairie  in  Linn 
Township,  Washington  County,  when  the  country 
around  him  gave  little  evidence  of  having  been 
visited  by  a  white  man.  By  the  exercise  of  un- 
flagging industry  and  close  economy  he  accumu- 
lated land  and  monej',  becoming  financially  inde- 
pendent. He  was  born  in  Hesse-Darmstadt,  Ger- 
many, Ma}^  2,  1807,  and  is  the  son  of  Rupert 
Leuszler,  who  emigrated  to  America  in  1832,  and 
made  his  home  with  his  son,  John,  until  his  decease, 
which  occurred  many  years  ago. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  first  set  foot  upon 
American  soil  in  1831,  locating  in  Doylestown,  Pa. 
He  operated  a  meat- market  there  for  a  period  of 
nineteen  years,  then  in  1852  removed  to  Medina 
County,  Ohio.  He  farmed  there  and  in  Lorain 
County  until  1869.  Then  coming  to  Kansas  he 
homesteaded  160  acres  of  land,  comprising  the 
southeast  quarter  of  "section  4,  Linn  Township, 
where  he  operated  successfully  as  a  tiller  of  the 
soil  and  accumulated  a  competence. 

Mr.  Leuszler  was  married  in  September.  1834. 
to  Miss  Catherine  I>ong.  Mrs.  Leuszler  was  born 
in  Lehigh  County.  Pa„  and  is  the  d,aughtev  of  John 
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Long,  long  since  deceased.  Of  her  union  with  our 
subject  there  M'ere  born  fifteen  children,  ten  of 
whom  are  living,  viz:  Mary  (Mrs.  Holtinger),  Eliza- 
beth (Mrs.  Hasenptlug),  Jacob.  Catherine  (Mrs. 
Lytle),  John,  Peter,  Tilly  (Mrs.  Pauli),Noah,  Han- 
nah (Mrs.  Field),  and  Sarah  (Mrs.  Fiebach).  They 
are  all  scattered  over  the  West,  from  Ohio  to  Cali- 
fornia and  Washington. 

At  the  time  Mr.  Leuszler  settled  in  this  region 
the  present  site  of  Washington  was  marked  by  a 
few  houses,  one  of  which,  a  log  cabin,  was  utilized 
for  a  court-house.  He  hauled  his  lumber  from 
Waterville,  and  also  went  there  to  mill.  He  has 
worked  very  hard,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that 
he  has  been  troubled  with  rheumatism  since  a 
young  man  of  twenty-four  years.  For  the  long 
period  of  fortj'-four  years  lie  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Evangelical  Association,  and  for  about  eight- 
een years  officiated  as  a  minister.  (  Upon  becoming 
a  voting  citizen  he  identified  himself  with  the 
Democratic  party,  but  in  1856  he  was  converted 
to  the  newly  enunciated  Republican  principles, 
casting  his  Presidential  vote  for  John  C.  Fremont, 
and  has  since  given  his  support  to  the  Republican 
part}'.  After  having  been  his  faithful  companion 
for  a  period  of  thirty-three  years,  Mis.  Catherine 
Long  was  separated  from  her  husband  by  death  in 
1867,  during  their  residence  in  Ohio.  The  sons  of 
Mr.  Leuszler,  who  are  elsewhere  represented  in  this 
work,  are  among  the  most  highly  respected  men  in 
their  community. 

AVID  K.  RANKIN.  This  gentleman  takes 
rank  among  the  representative  farmers  and 
old  settlers  of  Clay  Count}-,  having  been 
a  resident  therein  for  more  than  a  score  of 
years.  Being  early  thrown  upon  his  own  resources, he 
has  b}'  energy  and  perseverance  accumulated  a  fan- 
share  of  this  world's  goods,  and  through  the  worth  of 
his  character  become  a  man  of  infiuenee  in  the  sec- 
tionwhere  he  resides.  His  first  landed  estate  in  this 
county  consisted  of  160  acres  on  section  17,  Blaine 
Township,  which  was  taken  under  the  Homestead 
Act  in  1867,  it  being  at  that  time  in  the  usual  con- 
dition of  uncultivated   prairie   land.     It  has   been 


improved  and  the  acreage  added  to.  until  the  es- 
tate now  comprises  480  acres,  supplied  with  a  fine 
residence,  excellent  barns  and  other  outbuildings, 
and  is  considered  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the 
county.  Mr.  Rankin  is  engaged  in  general  farm- 
ing and  in  raising  Short-horn  cattle  and  Norman 
horses. 

Mr.  Rankin  is  a  native  of  Indiana  County,  Pa.,  his 
birth  having  taken  jjlace  Oct.  1,  1839.  His  parents, 
William  and  Eliza  Rankn:,  were  natives  also  of  the 
Keystone  State.  The  former  died  while  our  sub- 
ject was  still  a  young  lad,  and  he  lost  his  mother 
when  but  fifteen  years  old.  He  received  bnt  limited 
educational  advantages,  and  after  the  death  of  his 
mother  began  working  out  by  the  month  among 
the  farmers  of  his  native  State,  continuing  so  em- 
ployed until  he  attained  to  man's  estate. 

The  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  War  found  Mr. 
Rankin  not  only  thoroughlj^  imbued  with  the 
spirit  of  patriotism  and  a  desire  to  serve  his 
country,  but  with  greater  freedom  from  home  ties 
and  duties  than  was  the  case  with  many  patriots. 
Not  long  after  the  fall  of  Ft.  Sumter,  therefore,  he 
became  a  member  of  Company  A,  78th  Pennsyl- 
vania Infantry,  and  attaciied  to  the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee.  For  a  time  he  was  under  the  command 
of  Gen.  Rosecrans,  and  later  served  under  other 
well-known  generals.  His  armj^  life  covered  a 
period  of  over  three  years,  during  which  time  he 
took  part  in  many  battles,  the  most  noted  of  them 
being  Lookout  Mountain  and  Stone  River.  During 
the  latter  affray  he  was  captured  by  the  Confeder- 
ate forces,  and  for  some  two  months  endured  con- 
finement in  Libby  Prison.  In  1864  he  was  honor- 
ably discharged  from  the  service  and  returned  to 
his  native  State,  conscious  of  having  faithfully  per- 
formed his  duties  in  the  ranks. 

Since  becoming  a  resident  of  Kansas  Mr.  Rankin 
has  endured  many  of  the  hardships  and  privations 
incident  to  life  on  the  frontier,  and  has  borne  his 
part  in  the  development  of  this  section  of  the 
Great  West.  He  has  labored  not  only  for  his  per- 
sonal interest  and  advancement,  but  for  the  good 
of  the  community  in  the  furtherance  of  the  cause 
of  education,  in  progressive  work  in  the  lines  prop- 
erly belonging  to  agricultural  life,  and  in  an}'  pro- 
posed movement  for  the  public  good.     The  school- 
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iiig  which  he  missed  in  his  bo3'hood  has  been  made 
up  b}'  liis  desire  to  know  what  is  going  on  in  the 
world,  and  through  the  medium  of  the  public  press 
lie  has  overcome  in  a  great  measure  the  lack  of  his 
Nontliful  training.  Mr.  Rankin  has  served  on  the 
School  Board,  and  is  now  one  of  the  directors  in 
the  People's  National  Bank,  of  Clay  Center.  He 
belongs  to  the  G.  A.  R.  post  at  Clay  Center,  and 
gives  his  political  adherence  to  the  Democratic 
party. 

In  June,  18fi7,  Mr.  Rankin  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Margaret  Cochran,  of  Pennsylvania, 
a  lady  who  has  nobly  borne  her  part  in  the  strug- 
gles and  economies  of  their  early  life  in  the  West, 
and  whose  housewifely  abilities  and  womanly  vir- 
tues are  well  displayed  in  the  management  of  their 
l)eautiful  home  and  the  training  of  the  children 
who  bless  their  fireside.  Their  family  circle  now 
comprises  nine  children,  two  having  been  removed 
from  them  by  death.  The  living  bear  the  names 
respectively  of  William  II.,  Charles  F.,  Claude  W., 
Jesse  H.,  Alda  C,  Millie  C,  Victor  H.,  Presley  Ray 
and  Floyd  V. 

ARTEN  PERSON.  One  of  the  most  ad- 
mirable qualities  in  a  man  is  promptness  in 
meeting  his  obligations  and  courteousness 
in  his  transactions  with  his  fellow  men. 
He  may  be  a  man  of  decided  views,  but  if  he 
is  careful  not  to  give  offense,  this  quality  is  no 
detrimental  to  his  general  makeup.  In  the  character 
of  Marten  Person  is  combined  these  excellent 
elements  which  have  established  him  in  the  esteem 
and  confidence  of  his  fellow-citizens.  We  find  him 
the  owner  of  a  fine  estate  lying  in  Brantford  Town- 
ship, in  the  southwestern  part  of  Washington 
County,  embracing  a  tract  of  land  which  he  set- 
tled upon  when  it  was  little  more  than  a  raw 
prairie  and  from  which  he  has  developed  one  of 
the  most  desirable  farms  in  this  section  of  country. 
His  residence  is  a  commodious  and  handsome  stone 
structure,  .adjacent  to  which  are  substantial  out- 
buildings and  all  the  accessories  for  farming  and 
stock-raising.  (Jroves  of  forest  trees  and  number- 
less fruit  trees  add  to  the  value    and  attractiveness 


of  the  place.  The  farm  is  beautifully  situated  and 
invariably  attracts  the  admiring  attention  of  the 
passing  traveler,  who  turns  more  than  once  to  re- 
gale himself  with  its  beauties. 

The  early  home  of  Mr.  Person  was  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Atlantic,  in  the  southern  part  of 
Sweden,  near  the  town  of  Helsingburg,  where  his 
birth  took  place  April  16,  1857.  He  lived  there 
until  a  youth  of  sixteen  years,  becoming  famili.ar 
with  the  Scandinavian  methods  of  farming  and 
acquiring  a  rather  limited  education  in  the  common 
school.  At  this  time,  having  a  brother  in  Kansas, 
he  crossed  the  Atlantic  and  joined  him  here  in  Maj-. 
1873,  and  soon  afterwards  purchased  the  claim 
which  is  included  in  his  present  home.ste.ad.  This 
claim  was  IGO  acres  in  extent  and  simply  improved 
with  a  dugout.  There  were  then  only  a  very  few 
of  his  countrymen  in  this  region,  but  Brantford 
Township  now  boasts  sixty  honest  Swedish  voters, 
who  commenced  life  in  a  manner  similar  to  Mr. 
Person,  and  who  are  now  mostly  thrifty  and  well- 
to-do,  being  possessed  of  good  homesteads.  They 
also  are  considered  as  among  the  best  citizens  of 
this  region  and  almost  without  exception  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Republican  party. 

After  a  few  year's  residence  in  Brantford  Town- 
ship, and  when  ready  to  establish  a  home  of  his 
own,  Mai  ten  Person  took  unto  himself  a  wife  and 
helpmate.  Miss  Annie  Nelson,  who  was  born  Oct. 
15,  1884.  in  this  township,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
p]rick  Nelson,  who  died  in  Henderson  County,  111., 
when  his  daughter  Annie  was  quite  young.  The 
latter  then  came  to  Kansas  and  made  her  home  with 
a  sister,  with  whom  she  remained  until  becoming 
the  wife  of  Mr.  Person.  Of  this  union  there  have 
been  born  two  children — Elna  C.  and  Charles.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Person  are  devout  members  of  the  F'ree 
Lutheran  Church,  and  Mr.  Person,  politically,  it  is 
hardly  necessary  to  say,  is  a  stanch  supporter  of 
the  Republican  party. 

When  coming  to  America  our  subject  was  ac- 
companied by  his  father,  Nels  Person,  with  two 
other  children.  The  elder  Person  was  a  blacksmith 
by  trade  in  his  native  .Swedeu.  but  also  understood 
farming.  He  likewise  settled  in  Brantford  Town- 
ship and  died  in  1879.  The  widowed  mother  is 
still  living,  making   her  home   with   her    son,   our 
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subject.  There  came  to  America  with  her  and  her 
famil}-,  her  brother,  M.  Larson,  who  lives  with  her. 
Marten  Person  has  been  quite  prominent  in  local 
affairs  and  has  frequentl}'  been  warmly  endorsed, 
not  only  by  his  own  countrymen,  but  by  the  Ameri- 
can-born citizens  of  Brantford  Township,  as  a 
suitable  incumbent  of  almost  any  oflfice.  He,  how- 
ever, prefers  to  give  his  attention  to  his  farming 
interests,  although  consenting  to  serve  as  Township 
Treasurer,  which  office  he  now  holds.  He  farms  on 
a  large  scale  and  makes  a  specialtj^  of  stock-raising, 
having  a  fine  lot  of  cattle  and  swine.  Living  near 
him  is  his  brother,  Andrew,  who  is  fully  as  pro- 
gressive and  enterprising  as  himself  and  who  like- 
wise has  a  fine  home. 


iljU,  ENRY  F.  NEMITZ  is  one  of  the  bright, 
jlljli  wide-awake  young  farmers  of  Washington 
!4\^^  Township  who  are  doing  so  much  to  ad- 
y^B  vance  the  great  agricultural  interests  of 
this  part  of  the  State.  He  was  born  at  Lake  Huron, 
Province  of  Ontario.  Canada,  Nov. 27,  1 855,  coming 
of  a  stalwart,  hardy  German  race.  His  father,  Will- 
iam Nemitz,  was  born  in  Germany,  as  was  his  father 
Charles  Nemitz.  The  latter  came  to  America  soon 
after  the  Civil  War  when  he  was  an  old  man,  and 
located  in  Davis  County,  Iowa.  He  resided  there,  in 
the  town  of  Pulaski,  till  1 873,  when  he  came  to 
Kansas  and  lived  in  Washington  Township  till  his 
demise.  The  family  comprises  the  following 
children:  Charles,  William,  Henry.  Edward,  Al- 
bert, Ferdinand,  Hannah  and  Frederica,  all  of 
whom  came  to  this  country,  and  his  daughters 
are  living  in  Washington  County.  The  father 
of  our  subject  was  reared  and  educated  in  his  na- 
tive land,  and  served  two  years  or  more  in  the 
German  army  in  compliance  with  the  laws  of  Ger- 
many. He  came  to  America  in  1852,  and  after 
living  in  Canada  two  years,  crossed  the  border  into 
the  "States,"  and  made  his  way  to  Davis  County, 
Iowa,  where  he  rented  land,  which  he  cultivated 
assiduously  till  1870.  In  that  year  he  came  to 
Kansas  making  the  journey  with  team,  and  took  up 
his  abode  in  Washington  County.  At  that  time 
the  settlements  in  this  county  were  confined  to  the 


borders  of  the  streams,  and  the  interior  was  still 
in  a  wild,  uncultivated  condition,  and  the  home  of 
the  deer,  antelopes,  and  other  game,  which  fur- 
nished appetizing  food  for  the  pioneers.  Mr. 
Nemitz  took  up  some  land,  on  which  there  was  a 
rude  dugout  in  which  the  familj'  took  shelter,  and 
he  at  once  commenced  to  improve  his  land,  whereon 
he  still  makes  his  home.  He  now  has  320  acres  of 
fine  farming  land,  the  greater  part  of  it  being  im- 
proved, and  he  has  erected  a  comfortable  set  of 
buildings  for  every  necessary  purpose.  To  him 
and  his  wife  have  been  born  seven  children,  of 
whom  the  fallowing  five  are  living:  Henry  F., 
Lizzie,  Caroline,  David  and  William. 

Henr3'  Nemitz  of  this  biographical  review  was 
an  active,  capable  lad  of  fifteen  when  he  accom- 
panied his  parents  to  Kansas,  and  he  has  since 
been  a  resident  of  Washington  County.  He  gleaned 
'a  very  good  education  in  the  pioneer  schools  of 
Iowa,  and  in  the  local  schools  here,  and  early  made 
himself  useful  to  his  father  in  the  farm  work,  and 
he  continued  to  live  with  his  parents  till  his  mar- 
riage when  he  established  a  home  of  his  own.  That 
important  event  in  his  life  occurred  in  1879  when 
he  was  united  to  Miss  Lydia  McNitt.  She  is  a  na- 
tive of  Minnesota,  born  eight  miles  from  Owatonna. 
Her  father,  Daniel  McNitt,  was  born  in  Salem, 
Washington  Co.,  N.  Y.,  a  son  of  .James  McNitt, 
who  is  supposed  to  have  been  born  in  the  United 
Stales  of  Scotch  parentage,  and  who  was  a  farmer 
and  spent  his  last  3'ears  in  Washington  County, 
N.  Y.  Mrs.  Nemitz's  father  was  reared  in  his  na- 
tive county,  and  after  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  re- 
moved to  Wisconsin  and  married  a  second  time, 
and  then  went  to  the  terrilorv  of  Minnesota  and 
was  a  pioneer  of  Steele  County,  the  removal  from 
Wisconsin  being  made  with  teams.  He  entered  a 
tract  of  Government  land,  which  he  cultivated 
till   1868,  when  he    disposed  of   it,  and  moving  to 

^  Brown  County,  III.,  lived  at  Mound  Station  till 
1877,  when  he  came  to  Kansas.  After  residing  in 
Republic  County  a  few  months,  he  went  to  Jeffer- 
son County,  Neb.,  and  taking  up  a  homestead  claim, 
has  lived  there  ever  since.  The  maiden  name  of 
Mrs.  Nemitz's  mother  was  Charlotte  Wallace,  and 
she   was  born  in   New   York  State,  a  daughter  of 

1   Diiniel  and  Roxie  Wallace.     Mr.  and  Mrs,  Nemitz 
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have  one  child,  Edwin.      Mr.  Neinitz  has  met  with    1 
fine  success  in  his  farming  ventures,  and  has  sliown    ! 
himself    to    be  a  sagacious,   thoughtful,    practical    I 
methodical  farmer,  and  his  well-ordered  farm,  with    | 
its  fine    looking,   well-graded  stock,  its  substantial    j 
buildings,  and  the   necessary  appliances  for  carry-    i 
ing  on   agriculture  to  the  best  advantage,  is  con- 
sidered one   of   the  most   desirable  places    in    the 
neighborhood.   He  and  his  wife  are.  pleasant,  agree- 
able people,  kind  and  considerate  in  their  relations 
with  others,  and  stand  well    socially.     Politicallj', 
he  is  a  firm  Republican. 


0-^t3>-^'^)^^4-<-«?-<Ki- 


^11  OHN  L.  PERKINS.  The  farming  commu- 
j  nity  of  Brantford  Township  recognizes  Mr. 
^,^j;  Perkins  as  one  of  its  most  enterprising  and 
(^^'  useful  members.  His  homestead  is  finel.y 
located  and  conveniently  arranged,  occupying  a 
part  of  sections  23  and  24,  there  being  eighty  acres 
situated  on  either  side  of  the  public  highway.  It 
was  a  tract  of  wild  land  when  he  took  possession, 
and  its  condition  to-day  indicates  the  amount  of 
perseverance  and  industry'  which  have  been  ex- 
pended upon  it.  in  addition  to  a  goodly  amount  of 
hard  cash. 

A  native  of  .Sarna  Township,  Canada,  Mr.  Perkins   i 
was  born  fSept.  24,  1859,  and  when  a  lad  of  eleven    j 
years  came  with  his   parents  to  Kansas,  in    1870.    | 
Tliey  settled    first    in    Jackson   County,  where  the    | 
father  purchased  100  acres  of  land.  Two  years  later, 
however,   he  sold  out  and   homesteaded  160  acres 
in  this  township.  Washington  County,  and  with  the 
assistance  of  his  sons  constructed  a  good  homestead, 
and  here  John  L.  attained  to  man's  estate.     He  ac- 
qviired  his  education    in   the  common  school,  and 
was  bred  to  those  habits  of  industry  and   economy 
which  have  been  the  secret  of  his  success.     In  addi- 
tion to  general  farming,  he  ts  considerably  interested 
in  live  siock.  having  a  goodly  assortment  of  cattle 
and  horses,  and  making  a  specialty  of  swine. 

D.  O.  Perkins,  the  father  of  onr  subject,  was 
likewise  born  in  the  Dominion,  and  followed  the 
occupation  of  a  farmer  all  his  life.  He  remained  a 
resident  of  Kansas  until  1888,  then  selling  out, 
went  to  Florida,  where  he  still  sojourns.     He  is  a 


man  of  manyjexcellent  quaiities.[and  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  United  Brethren  Cliurch  from  hisjyouth 
up.  He  married  Miss  Betsey  Carmichael,  who  was 
born  in  Lowell,  Canada,  and  they  became  the  par- 
ents of  twelve  children,  viz.:  Hugh  C,  Hannah  O., 
William  A.,  Duncan  A.,  John  L.,  Daniel  0.,  ¥Ai  G., 
Elizabeth.  Dolly,  Kthel  11,  and  two  who  died  un- 
named. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  although  only  thirty 
years  of  age,  has  obtained  a  good  start  in  life,  and 
evidently  has  a  successful  career  before  him.  He 
was  married  April  7,  1885,  to  Miss  Electa,  daugh- 
ter of  Josiah  Rusco.  The  latter  was  a  native  of 
Huron  County,  Ohio,  where  he  lived  until  April, 
1869.  He  then  emigrated  to  Kansas,  and  took  up 
a  homestead  in  Washington  County,  where  he  is 
still  living.  He  is  a  prominent  man  in  his  town- 
ship, having  been  most  of  the  time  since  coming 
here  a  member  of  the  School  Board,  and  has  been 
almost  a  lifelong  member  of  the  United  Brethren 
Church.  He  was  married  in  Ohio  to  Miss  Cather- 
ine Dills.  John  L.,  politically,  is  a  sound  Repub- 
lican, to  which  party  his  father  and  brothers  also 
belong.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  in  good 
standing  of  the  United  Brethren  Church.  His 
brother,  William  A.  Perkins,  is  one  of  the  Trustees 
of  Brantford  Township,  and  the  family  is  generally 
held  in  high  respect  wherever  known. 


Jfl  ACOB  NELSON.  In  the  subject  of  this  no- 
I  tice  we  find  a  gentleman  particularly  fond 
l|  of  his  home  and  its  comforts,  and  one  who 
!'  has  spent  his  best  years  in  gathering  around 
himself  and  his  family  those  things  which  are  best 
calculated  for  their  happiness.  He  started  in  life 
without  means,  being  wholly  dependent  upon  the 
labor  of  his  hands,  but  is  now  in  good  circum- 
stances— in  fact,  independent  as  far  as  this  world's 
goods  are  concerned.  Iii  this  he  has  been  ablj-  as- 
sisted by  his  excellent  wife,  whose  good  manage- 
ment and  economy  in  household  affairs  have  largely 
assisted  him  on  the  highway  to  prosperity.  Thej^ 
have  one  of  the  most  attractive  homes  in  this  part 
of  tlie  county,  and  are  held  in  high  esteem  by  those 
who  know  them. 
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Mr.  Nelson  was  born  within  two  miles  of  Aaluuis, 
in  the  Kingdom  of  Denmark,  May  10,  1845,  and  is 
tiie  son  of  Nels  Sorau.  (In  tliat  country  the  son 
takes  the  father's  given  name  for  liis  surname.) 
Mr.  Soran  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade,  but  died 
wlien  a  young  man,  and  when  Jacob  was  a  little  lad 
of  five  years.  The  latter  lived  with  his  mother 
until  ten  years  old,  then  began  to  earn  his  own  living. 
He  remained  a  resident  of  his  native  country  until 
reaching  his  majority,  then  set  sail  for  the  United 
States  in  tlie  spring  of  18GC,  and  after  landing 
upon  America's  shore  proceeded  Westward,  locating 
first  in  Racine  County,  Wis.  The  following  year 
he  crossed  the  Father  of  Waters  and  took  up.  his 
abode  in  Bremer  County,  Iowa,  but  only  staid 
there  a  short  time,  going  thence  to  Floyd  County, 
that  State,  where  he  sojourned  until  1870.  In  the 
year  above  mentioned,  Mr.  Nelson  proceeded  south- 
westward  into  Kansas  and  homesteaded  160  acres 
of  laud  in  Strawberry  Townsliip,  AVashington 
County,  whicli  he  still  owns.  It  was  then  a  wild, 
prairie,  witli  not  a  tree  upon  it  and  no  sign  of  cul- 
tivation. He  went  to  work  with  a  will,  commenced 
cultivating  the  soil,  making  fences,  planting  fruit 
and  forest  trees  and  erecting  buildings,  and  in  due 
time  gathered  together  all  the  conveniences  and 
comforts  of  modern  farm  life.  He  has  three  acres 
of  forest  trees,  two  acres  planted  to  an  apple- 
orchard,  a  frame  dwelling  (the  main  part  14x20 
feet  in  dimensions  and  an  addition  of  10x20  feet), 
a  good  frame  barn,  the  land  all  fenced  and  120 
acres  under  the  plow.  He  can  now  rest  upon  his 
oars  and  look' around  him  with  a  feeling  of  satis- 
faction tliat  he  lias  been  amply  rewarded  for  his 
labors. 

On  the  15th  of  February,  1878,  Jacob  Nelson 
was  married  in  Strawberry  Township  to  Miss  Emma, 
daughter  of  Charles  Scliaffer.  who  settled  in  Grant 
Township,  on  the  western  line  of  Washington 
County,  about  1878,  and  is  now  living  in  Grant 
Township.  The  births  of  the  four  children  of  :Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Nelson  are  recorded  as  foUows:  Julia, 
born  Feb.  18,  1879;  Ernest.  April  UJ,  1881;  Gar- 
field, Nov.  22,  1883,  and  George,  Dec.  11,  1886. 
Mr.  Nelson,  upon  becoming  a  voting  citizen,  allied 
himself  with  the  Repul>liean  |)Mrly,  of  whose  prin- 
ciples he  has  since  been  a  sup))orter,     Me  has  never 


sought  office,  confining  himself  strictly  to  his  legiti- 
mate business.  He  and  his  estimable  wife  are  mem- 
bers in  good  standing  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  are  now  attending  services  at  the  Bap- 
tist   Church. 

Mrs.  Emma  (Schaffer)  Nelson  was  born  Aug.  17, 
1857,  in  Alsace-Lorraine,  near  Strasburg,  Germany, 
and  came  with  her  parents  to  America  in  1874, 
when  a  maiden-  of  seventeen  years.  They  located 
in  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  where  she  matured  into  woman- 
hood. She  was  carefully  trained  in  all  useful 
household  duties,  anrT  became  well-fitted  for  her 
future  position  in  life  as  the  wife  and  helpmate  of 
a  good  man. 


I  ir 

Mill 


^ILLIAM  H.  ASHTON,  one  of  the  famous 
frontiersmen  of  Northern  Kansas,  witnessed 
many  thrilling  scenes  during  the  first  j-ears 
of  his  sojourn  on  the  border,  and  during  the  times 
which  tried  men's  souls  was  distinguished  for  his 
courage  and  bravery,  being  one  of  those  who 
placed  his  shoulder  to  the  wheel,  and  never  evaded 
any  known  duty.  Few  men  have  built  up  for  them- 
selves a  more  honorable  record,  either  as  pioneers 
or  citizens.  He  married  the  daughter  of  a  promi- 
nent family,  a  lady  who  has  been  his  suitable  part- 
ner and  helpmate  in  all  the  relations  of  life,  and 
who  deserves  equally  with  him,  honorable  me^jtion. 

The  native  place  of  Mr.  Ashton  was  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Atlantic,  in  Lincolnshire,  England,  and 
the  date  of  his  birth  Oct.  8,  1841.  He  was  the 
second  born  in  a  family  of  six  children,  the  off- 
spring of  John  and  Hannah  (Taylor)  Ashton,  who 
were  likewise  natives  of  Lincolnshire,  and  who  emi- 
grated to  America  in  1847.  They  settled  in  La- 
Grange  County,  Ind.,  and  thence  came  to  Kansas  in 
1S60,  taking  up  land  on  section  29,  Wild  Cat 
Township,  and  building  up  a  good  homestead  where 
the  mother  died,  in  1880.  The  father  is  stdl  living. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  spent  his  boyhood  and 
youth  in  a  manner  common  to  the  sons  of  pioneer 
farmers,  and  remained  with  his  parents  in  Indiana 
until  a  youth  of  sixteen  yeare.  He  then  struck  out 
for  liimself,  and  coming  to  Rile^-  County,  Kan.,  en- 
tered tlio  employ  of  Jesse  Ingraham,  of  Wild  Cat 
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Township,  and  remained  with  him  four  years.  He 
then  started  out  on  a  self-appointed  expedition 
across  tiie  plains  to  Denver,  with  two  yoke  of  oxen 
and  a  load  of  bacon,  arriving  at  iiis  destination 
after  a  long  journey  of  six  weeks.  He  disposed  of 
all  his  merchandise  to  good  advantage,  and  then, 
accompanied  by  oije  H.  H.  Whiting,  went  into  the 
mountains  and  was  engaged  in  a  sawmill  from 
May  until  October.  He  had  in  the  meantime  dis- 
posed of  his  ox-team,  and  now  purchasing  another, 
returned  home  in  the  same  tedious  manner  in  which 
he  had  gone. 

This  experience,  however,  did  not  discourage 
our  hero,  for  the  next  spring  he  repeated  the 
journey  to  Denver,  accompanied  by  William  Silver, 
and  soon  after  reaching  his  destination,  the  Civil 
War  being  in  progress,  he  enlisted  on  the  12ti)  of 
Ma^',  1  862,  as  a  Union  soldier  in  Company  G.2d  Col- 
orado Infantry.  The  regiment  went  to  Ft.  Union, 
New  Mexico,  then  in  August,  that  year,  returning  to 
Colorado  halted  at  Ft.  Lyon,  returning  thence  to 
Denver.  In  May  following,  they  were  sent  to  Ft. 
Lyon  and  from  there  were  ordered  to  Ft.  Scott, 
Kan.,  after  which  they  were  detailed  to  guard  a 
supply  train  on  its- way  to  Ft.  Gibson,  Indian  Ter- 
ritory. At  Cabin  Creek  they  encountered  the 
enemy,  whom  they  successfully  defeated  and  on  the 
17th  of  July  occurred  tlic  battle  of  Honey  Springs. 
In  August  they  chased  Gen.  Cooper's  army  as  far 
as  Boggy  Depot,  on  the  Red  River  in  Texas. 

This  regiment  was  then  ordered  to  Ft.  Smith, 
which  they  captured  from  the  enemy  and  in  No- 
vember they  proceeded  to  St.  Louis,  where  the 
regiment  was  consolidated  with  the  3d  Colorado, 
and  mounted.  Their  next  destination  was  Kansas 
City,  where  they  staid  for  a  time  and  then  went 
out  hunting  bushwhackers.  They  met  the  rcl)el. 
Gen.  Price,  at  Lexington,  Mo.,  and  were  driven 
back  to  the  Little  Blue.  Here  followed  another 
encounter,  when  they  were  again  defeated,  and 
rejiaired  to  Independence  and  Big  Blue.  Later, 
tlie3'  were  forced  to  retreat  to  Kansas  City,  but  at 
Westport,  Gen.  Price  was  defeated  and  was  fol- 
lowed by  the  victorious  troops  to  Mound  City, 
Kan.,  where  another  fight  ensued  and  several  hun- 
dred prisoners  were  captured,  together  with  some 
lield  pieces.     After  several    more  encounters   Mr. 


Ashton's  regiment  proceeded  to  Ft.  Leavenworth, 
and  thence  to  Fts.  Riley  and  Larned,  where  Mr. 
Ashton  was  detailed  as  a  scout,  accompanied  by 
nineteen  men.  He  had  several  lively  encounters 
with  Indians — the  Cheyennes,  Arrapahoes,  Kiowas 
and  the  Comanches,  and  remained  in  that  vicinity 
until  after  the  close  of  the  war,  receiving  his  hon- 
orable discharge  at  Ft.  Riley,  June  16,  1865. 

Mr.  Ashton  received  honorable  wounds  during 
his  conflicts  with  the  enemy,  being  struck  by  several 
bullets,  once  in  the  left  hand  and  once  in  the 
breast,  but  lie  endured  the  hardships  and  privations 
in  an  admirable  manner — in  fact  was  physicallj' 
stronger  upon  leaving  the  army  than  when  he  en- 
tered it.  In  the  latter  part  of  1865,  he  joined  the 
force  of  Calvin  M.  Dyche,  who  Was  putting  up  hay 
for  the  Government,  (an  account  of  which  may  be 
found  in  the  sketch  of  Mr.  Dyche,  elsewhere  in  this 
Album).  One  night  in  October,  that  j-ear,  Messrs. 
Ashton  and  Dyche  started  out  from  Aubury  Cross. 
Col.  to  Ft.  Larned,  a  distance  of  240  miles,  through 
a  hostile  Indian  country.  The  two  were  alone,  as 
Mr.  Ashton  was  the  only  man  in  the  party  who 
would  volunteer  to  accompany  Mr.  Dyche  on  his 
perilous  trip.  After  traveling  about  160  miles 
Mr.  Ashton's  mule  gave  out,  so  he  told  his  com- 
panion to  go  on  and  leave  him.  Mr.  Ashton  fol- 
lowed on  behind  as  well  as  he  could  and  after  the 
arrival  of  his  comrade  at  Ft.  Larned,  joined 
him  later,  forcing  the  poor  animal  along  with  liis 
carbine;  the  latter  never  recovered  from  the  effects 
of  the  long  journey.  Mr.  Ashton  subsequently 
returned  to  Ft.  Rilej',  and  after  his  contract  with 
Mr.  Dyche  was  ended  secured  land  in  Wild  Cat 
Township,  Riley  County. 

On  the  26th  of  December,  1869,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Marj' 
E.,  daughter  of  David  and  Lyda  (Conrad)  Edel- 
blute,  the  wedding  taking  place  at  the  bride's  home 
in  Wild  Cat  Township.  The  3'oung  people  began 
the  journe}'  of  life  together  at  the  new  farm  and 
by  a  course  of  patience  and  perseverance  they  have 
now  a  competence.  The  homestead  embiaces  280 
acres  of  choice  land,  located  eight  and  one-hdlf 
miles  northwest  of  Manhattan,  with  a  neat  and 
substantial  residence,  barns,  sheds  and  all  the 
necessary  outbuildings.   Stock-raising  enters  largely 
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into  the  operations  of  Mr.  Ashton,  he  usually  keeping 
about  forty  head  each  of  cattle  and  swine,  and  four- 
teen head  of  horses. 

Mrs.  Ashton  was  born  July  1.  1850,  in  Clarion 
County,  Pa.,  and  was  the  ninth  in  a  family  of 
ten  children,  all  of  whom  are  living  and  located 
mostly  in  Kansas.  The  family  came  to  Kansas  Ter- 
ritory in  1857,  settling  in  Wild  Cat  Township 
where  the  mother  died  in  186G.  David  Edelblute 
departed  this  life  in  1877.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ashton 
became  the  parents  of  two  children,  one  of  whom, 
David  Harlan,  died  Nov.  6,  1876,  when  four  years^ 
eight  months  and  ten  days  old.  The  sole  remain- 
ing child,  a  daughter,  Lydia  Estelle,  was  born 
in  March,  1876.  and  remains  at  home  with  her 
parents. 

Mr.  Ashton  takes  a  warm  interest  in  politics  and 
is  a  member  of  the  Republican  part3^  He  has 
served  as  Treasurer  and  Road  Overseer  in  Wild 
Cat  Township,  and  for  several  years  was  connected 
with  the  School  Board.  He  is  identified  witli  the 
A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  at  Manhattan. 


J~OHN  C.  SMITH.  Among  the  honored  resi- 
i  dents  of  Northern  Kansas,  who,  after  many 
!  years  of  useful  lal)ur,  are  enabled  to  spend 
'  their  declining  years  free  from  active  toil,  is 
the  above-named  gentleman.  He  resides  in  Hollen- 
berg,  Washington  County,  and  is  the  owner  of  120 
acresof  land,  located  on  sections  33  and  34,  Frank- 
lin Township.  He  is  a  man  somewhat  advanced  in 
years,  having  been  born  in  Columbia,  Ky.,  May  11, 
1828.  He  T  as  a  son  of  John  G.  and  Hester  (Con- 
stant) Smith,  who  were  natives  of  Virginia.  Their 
home  was  near  Richmond  for  many  years  after 
their  marriage,  but  they  subsequently  removed  to 
Kentucky,  and  there  passed  their  remaining  years. 
The  father  was  a  soldier  during  the  War  of  1812, 
holding  the  rank  of  Lieutenant,  and  was  active 
as  a  recruiting  officer.  He  was  born  Dec.  19,  1778, 
and  died  Feb.  23,  1852.  The  mother  was  born 
March  1,  1790,  .and  died  Aug.  27,  1850.  The  family 
consisted  of  the  following  children  :  Elizabeth  mar- 
ried Robert  Campbell:  Ann  M.  married  Joseph  Ihi- 
bank;  Abigail  married  Charles  Graham  ;  Charles  O. 


P. ;  Melinda  C.  married  Peter  Lovell ;  Hester  E.  mar- 
ried William  Lovell;  John  C.  is  the  subject  of  our 
notice;  Felissa  A.  married  Charles  II.  Boyd;  Re- 
becca J.  married  William  Stewart. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  was  reared 
upon  a  farm.  He  worked  at  farming  and  also  at 
the  trade  of  a  blacksmith,  remaijping  a  resident  of 
Kentucky  until  1860.  He  tlien  removed  to  Polk 
County,  Iowa,  and  for  ten  years  followed  his  trade 
in  tlie  little  village  of  Avon.  He  next  came  to 
Kansas  and  took  up  a  homestead  in  Republic  County, 
and  after  a  residence  there  of  three  years,  came 
to  this  county  and  settled  upon  the  farm  which  he 
still  owns.  For  thirteen  years  he  was  a  resident  on 
his  homestead,  and  numbered  among  the  successful 
farmers  of  the  township.  In  1886  he  removed  to 
Hollenberg,  where  for  two  years  he  carried  on  the 
hardware  business.  He  then  retired  from  active 
life  and  is  now  enjoying  the  fruits  of  his  industry, 
and  the  comfort  and  rest  which  those  merit  who 
have  spent  a  useful  life. 

On  March  11,  1850,  Mr.  Smith  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Mary,  daughter  of  Stephen  and  Re- 
becca (Roberts)  Lovell.  This  estimable  young 
lady  was  born  near  Columbia,  Ky.,  Aug.  10,  1832. 
Her  mother  was  a  native  of  the  Blue  Grass  State, 
and  her  father  of  Pennsylvania.  When  a  boy  the 
latter  removed  to  Keniucky.  in  which  State  he  was 
married  .and  resided  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-four  years.  Mrs. 
Lovell  died  at  the  age  of  fortj'-five  years.  The 
family  consisted  of  nine  children — Aaron.  Zebulon. 
William,  David,  Elizabeth,  Peter,  Neodosa,  Naomi 
and  Mar}-.  Mr.  Lovell  was  three  times  married, 
and  the  children  above  named,  were  the  issue  of 
his  second  marriage.  His  first  marriage  had  re- 
sulted in  the  birth  of  four  children.  To  Mr.  and 
iMrs.  Smith  has  been  born  one  son — Benjamin,  who 
married  Nannie  Barr,  and  lives  on  his  futher's 
farm. 

Mr.  Smith  was,  in  his  early  life,  a  Democrat  in 
politics,  but  in  1862,  during  a  convention  held  at 
DesMoines,  Iowa,  he  became  "converted  from  the 
errors  of  his  way"  and  has  since  been  a  stanch  Re- 
publican. He  belongs  to  the  order  of  the  I.  O.  ().  F. 
and  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
As  Treasurer  of  Franklin  Township,  and    member 
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of  the  Board  of  Education,  he  is  serving  his  fellow- 
citizens  with  prudence  and  abilitJ^  Mr.  Smith  was 
a  soldier  during  the  Mexican  War,  serving  in  the 
4th  Kentucky  Infantry  under  Col.  John  S.  Williams, 
and  as  a  member  of  Company  B,  which  was  led  by 
t'apt.  John  S.  Squires,  and  receives  a  pension  for 
his  military  service.  A  worthy  citizen  and  a  hos- 
pitable man.  Mi.  Smith  has  many  friends  in  Ilollen- 
berg  and  vicinity. 


ellARLES  E.  GIFFORD.  This  gentle- 
man holds  a  prominent  place  among  the 
business  men  of  Clay  Center,  where  he  is 
engaged  in  the  lumber  and  coal  business,  owning  a 
tine  brick  building — the  Gifford  Block — situated  at 
the  corner  of  Fifth  and  Clay  Streets.  His  lumber 
yard  is  one  of  the  largest  in  the  AVest  and  lie  has 
there  a  fine  two-story  brick  building  which  he 
erected  for  his  own  business  purposes,  and  he  also, 
in  addition  to  the  block  before  mentioned,  owns 
other  business  and  residence  property  in  the  city 
and  three  farms,  two  of  which  are  located  in  Clay 
County. 

C.  M.  Gifford,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1814,  and  mar- 
ried Miss  Elizabeth  Bueklej',  who  was  born  in  Ver- 
gennes,  Vt.  Their  wedding  took  place  in  Essex 
County,  which  they  made  their  home  for  several 
years,  and  in  that  county  their  son,  our  subject, 
opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  May  18,  1850.  The 
fatlier  was  engaged  in  mercantile  business  in  Essex 
until  1857,  when  he  removed  to  Lyons,  Iowa,  and 
two  years  later  to  Marshall  County,  Kan.,  where 
he  laid  out  the  town  of  Irving  and  also  home- 
steaded  a  farm  which  he  improved  and  lived  upon 
until  1863.  He  then  removed  to  Manhattan  and 
began  hotel  keeping,  later  changing  his  residence 
to  a  farm  in  the  southwestern  part  of  Riley  County, 
where  he  now  lives  and  where  he  owns  the  large 
amount  of  2,200  acres  of  land.  He  is  one  of  the 
largest  land-owners  in  that  county  and  is  exten- 
sivel}'  engaged  in  stock-raising,  making  a  specialty 
of  Short-horn  cattle.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  M.  Gifford 
are  the  parents  of  six  childran,  all  still  living. 

The  gentleman  whose  name  initiates   this  sketch 


pursued  his  elementary  studies  in  the  towns  in 
wiiich  his  boyhood  was  passed  and  finished  his 
education  in  the  Agricultural  College  at  Manhattan, 
after  which,  in  1870,  he  went  to  Smith  County  and 
took  up  a  homestead  adjoining  the  proposed  town 
of  Smith  Center.  After  having  proved  up  on  it, 
in  the  fall  of  1871,  he  entered  the  store  of  J.  D. 
Robinson,  of  Jewell  City,  continuing  in  his  employ 
for  live  years,  a  part  of  tlie  time  being  at  Burling- 
ton, Kan.  He  next  went  into  business  for  himself, 
carrying  on  a  general  merchandising  establishment 
and  dealing  also  in  stock  until  1878,  when  he  came 
to  Clay  Center  anil  undertook  the  business  which 
he  is  still  carrying  on  so  successfully. 

The  position  which  Mr.  Gifford  holds  among  the 
business  men  of  Clay  Center  and  the  property 
which  he  possesses,  give  abund.ant_evidence  of  Ids 
business  tact  and  ability,  while  his  manly  and  up- 
right character  insure  him  the  cordial  regard  of  his 
fellow  citizens,  and  he  promises  to  become  still 
more  influential  and  useful  as  3'e;irs  go  bv. 


■^^^=>^lilI»B- 


jlL^  ENRY  J.  BOND  is  one  of  the  most  promi- 
,»|jV  nent  farmers  and  stockmen  of  Charleston 
/^^  Township,  Washington  County.  He  re- 
l^i)  sides  on  section  17,  and  is  the  owner  of 
over  1,100  acres  of  land.  He  rents  one  section  in 
addition,  making  his  farming  and  stock-raising  oper- 
ations cover  an  area  of  almost  2,000  acres.  He 
raises  stock  of  a  high  grade,  chiefly  cattle,  and  a 
few  years  ago  handled  1,000  head  per  annum.  He  has 
been  engaged  in  his  present  occupation  onlj-  since 
1868,  and  arrived  in  America  in  1853,  witif  a  capi- 
tal of  about  £100  ($500.)  His  present  fine  finan- 
cial standing  is  the  result  of  his  diligence  and  fru- 
gality. 

Mr.  Bond  is  a  son  of  James  and  Mary  (Young) 
Bond  of  AViltshire,  England,  where  his  birth  took 
place  March  20,  1829.  He  learned  the  trade  of  a 
blacksmith,  and  followed  the  same  in  his  native 
land  until  the  year  1853.  At  that  date  he 
came  to  the  United  States,  and  first  stopped  in 
Wayne  County,  Ohio,  where  his  two  elder  brothers 
were  then  located.  He  remained  in  that  county 
for  three  years,  and  then  changed  his   residence  to 
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Madison  County,  Ind.,  where  be  continued  to  pur- 
sue his  trade.  He  next  emigrated  to  Winterset. 
Iowa,  in  1855,  and  there  engaged  in  tlie  biaclismith 
business  until  1868.  At  that  period  he  removed 
to  this  State,and  purchasing  160  acres  of  land  where 
lie  still  resides,  engaged  in  farming  and  stock-rais- 
ing, in  which  business  lie  has  since  proved  very 
successful. 

Mr.  Bond  was  married  at  the  home  of  the  bride 
in  Lancashire,  England,  in  1851,  to  Miss  Rose  Ann 
Bridge.  She  was  at  the  tinae  twenty  years  of  age, 
and  is  the  only  member  of  her  familj'  to  come  to 
America.  The  union  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth 
of  the  following  children:  James  married  Celia  Be- 
niis,and  has  four  children — Richard,  Maj',  Maggie, 
Sola;  Mary,  wife  of  Henry  Davis  has  five  children — 
John,  Bond  D.,  Ellen,  Rosa,  and  Harrv:  Jolm  is 
unmarried. 

Mr.  Bond  gives  little  attention  to  political 
intricacies,  and  votes  for  the  man  rather  than  the 
party.  He  takes  great  pride  in  his  estate,  whose 
extensive  operations  afford  him  abundant  opportu- 
nity for  the  exercise  of  those  sturdy  qualities 
which  he  has  inherited  from  his  English  ancestors. 

Mr.  Bond  was  one  of  the  earlj^  settlers  of  the 
county,  as  there  was  only  two  houses  in  Washing- 
ton at  the  time.  Their  neighbors  were  verj'  scarce, 
and  wild  game  was  plenty.  Mr.  Bond  has  killed  as 
many  as  five  deer  and  ten  wild  turkeys  in  one  day; 
wolves  were  also  plenty  at  that  time. 


-^^ 


J;  OHN  K.  BROWN.  It  has  been  twenty  years 
I  since  Mr.  Brown  first  crossed  the  IMissis- 
1  ippi  and  established  himself  on  the  frontier 
'  in  Washington  County,  after  having  made 
the  long  journey  from  the  New  England  coast  and 
Carroll  County,  Me.  In  that  count}'  he  was  born 
Aug.  16.  1841,  and  thus  is  yet  in  his  prime,  al- 
though having  seen  much  of  life,  especially  in  the 
Great  West.  Prior  to  his  settlement  in  this  State, 
he.  in  1863,  sailed  to  California,  via  the  Isthmus 
of  Panama,  and  for  one  year  was  engaged  in  min- 
ing in  the  Golden  State.  Next  he  sought  the 
silver  mines  of  Idaho,  and  afterward  in  Montana 
followed  mining  and  freighting,  and  also  occupied 


himself  as  prospector  and  contractor  for  five  years. 
Next  he  sought  Oregon,  Washington  Territory,  and 
Utah,  and  for  a  time  was  in  the  employ  of  the 
Union  Pacific  Railroad  Company.  During  tliosf 
years  he  handled  a  large  amount  of  money,  both 
making  and  losing. 

Upon  coming  to  Washington  Count}',  this  State, 
Mr.  Brown  at  once  homesteaded  160  acres  of  land 
on  section  17,  Franklin  Township,  where  he  has 
since  made  his  home.  He  confined  himself  to  the 
cultivation  of  the  soil  and  the  improvement  of  his 
land  for  a  few  years,  then  branched  out  into  stock- 
raising,  which  industry  yielded  him  handsome 
returns.  In  due  time  he  added  to  his  landed  posses- 
sions, and  is  now  the  owner  of  400  acres,  all  of 
which  he  has  brought  to  a  productive  condition, 
and  upon  his  homestead  has  instituted  all  modern 
improvements.  He  has  a  comfortable  residence,  a 
good  barn  and  other  outbuildings,  together  with 
the  machinery  required  for  the  labor  of  sowing  and 
reaping,  and  in  fact  the  premises  everywhere  give 
evidence  of  being  under  the  supervision  of  a  man 
progressive  in  his  ideas,  and  one  who  spends  few 
idle  hours. 

After  becoming  a  resident  of  the  SunHower 
State,  Mr.-  Brown  was  married  in  October,  1870, 
to  Miss  Gelina,  daughter  of  Leonard  and  Matilda 
(Adams)  Hatter.  Mrs.  Brown  was  born  in  Wash- 
ington County,  Iowa,  Jan.  4,  1852.  Her  parents 
were  natives  of  Ohio,  the  father  being  deceased 
and  the  mother  living  in  Nebraska.  Of  her  union 
with  our  subject  there  have  been  born  five  chil- 
dren— Cora,  George,  Walter,  Freeman,  and  Tru- 
man. Mr.  Brown  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote 
for  Abraham  Lincoln,  and  uniformly  supports  the 
Republican  party.  He  has  been  somewhat  promi- 
nent in  local  affairs,  serving  as  County  Commis- 
sioner for  six  years,  also  as  Township  Clerk  and 
Treasurer.  His  religious  views  correspond  with 
the  doctrines  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
His  possessions  are  the  accumulations  of  the  last 
ten  years,  he  having  come  to  Kansas  without 
means.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  his  time, 
has  been  profitably  employed  and  his  capital  in- 
vested in  the  wisest  manner. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Ezekiel  M.  and 
Eveline    (True)    Brown,    who    were    likewise    na- 
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fives  of  Maine,  and  whose  ancestors  probably 
crossed  the  Atlantic  during  the  Revolutionarj' 
times,  and  for  several  generations  thereafter  were 
represented  in  the  Pine  Tree  State.  Mr.  Brown 
siient  his  childhood  and  youth  in  a  comparatively 
uneventful  manner,  acquiring  his  education  in  the 
common  school,  mostly  during  the  winter  season, 
while  in  the  summer  he  made  himself  useful  on  the 
farm.  He  thus  acquired  those  habits  of  industry 
and  economy  which  have  doubtless  been  the  secret  of 
his  later  success  in  life.  He  is  numbered  among 
tiie  substantial  business  men  of  his  township  whose 
growth  he  has  watched  with  a  warm  interest,  and 
to  whose  prosperit}-  lie  has  contributed  in  a  marked 
degree. 

I  L  L  1  A  M  S  H  A  R  P  E  ,  President  of  the 
Farmers  and  Merchants'  Bank  at  Clay 
Centre,  is  likewise  owner  of  the  bank 
building  and  a  fine  residence,  the  latter  being  sit- 
uated at  the  intersection  of  Sixth  and  Dexter 
streets.  Mr.  Sharpe  is  of  English  birth  and  par- 
entage, having  first  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  at 
New  Bolingbroke,  Lincolnshire,  England,  Sept.  30, 
18.51.  As  a  l)oy  he  was  ambitious  and  bright  be- 
yond his  years,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen  went 
alone  to  the  great  cit3'  of  London  and  commenced 
working  at  whatever  he  could  find  to  do  to  earn 
an  honest  living.  He  was  first  an  errand  boy  then 
a  grocer's  clerk,  and  finally  resolved  upon  coming 
to  America  with  his  parents,  who,  upon  reaching 
the  United  States,  made  their  way  directly  to  Kan- 
S.1S,  settling  in  Junction   City  in  March,  1870. 

Later,  the  parents  of  our  subject  removed  to 
Morris  County.  Kan.,  and  William  commenced  work- 
ing for  B.  Rockwell,  of  Junction  City,  v/ith  whom  he 
remained  two  years  and  secured  an  education  by 
attending  a  night-school.  Subsequently  he  became 
the  employe  of  Hall  tt  Porter,  druggists,  with 
wliom  he  remained  three  years.  In  the  meantime 
he  was  married  Dec.  4,  1875,  to  Miss  Jessie  G.pr- 
trude  Oxicy,  the  wedding  taking  place  near  Coun- 
cil Grove,  Morris  County. 

In  1876  Mr.  Sharpe  with  his  young  wife  came  to 
Clay  Centre  and  set  up  in  the  drug  business  for 
himself,  being  one  of  the  first  to  establish  a  regular 


store  of  this  kind  in  the  place,  and  located  in  a 
30-foot  store  on  Jjineoln  Ave.  Six  years  later  he 
purchased  some  real  estate  on  Fifth  street,  where 
he  did  business  from  1883  until  188i5.  He  then 
put  up  a  fine  brick  building  on  that  street  opposite 
the  public  square,  but  later  sold  out  his  drug-store 
and  took  part  in  th«  active  management  of  the 
bank  on  the  1st  of  January,  1886,  although  he  had 
been  its  president  since  May,  1882,  and  interested 
in  the  concern  since  1879. 

During  the  summer  of  1886  Mr.  Sharpe  and  his 
family  sought  the  Pacific  Slope,  spending  the  sum- 
mer in  California,  and  since  that  time  they  have 
traveled  over  most  of  the  United  States.  The 
present  standing  of  Mr.  Sharpe,  socially  and  finan- 
cially, is  indicative  of  what  a  man  may  accomplish 
by  perseverance  and  industry.  From  a  modest  be- 
ginning he  has  by  prudence  and  forethought  ac- 
cumulated a  competence.  He  has  endeavored  to 
pursue  a  course  of  strict  integrity  in  all  his  trans- 
actions. Me  has  not  been  an  oflfice-seeker,  but  has 
served  two  terms  in  the  City  Council.  He  is  a 
member  in  good  standing  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  in  which  he  has  been  Treasurer  ten 
years  and  during  the  erection  of  the  fine  church 
edifice  in  1884.  He  stands  high  in  Masonic  cir- 
cles, being  the  Master  of  Clay  Centre  Lodge,  No. 
134,  and  High  Priest  of  Chapter  Bethany,  No.  138. 
He  is  also  Eminent  Commander  of  Coronado  Com- 
mandery,  K.  T.,  No.  20. 

Mr.  Sharpe  established  himself  in  Clay  Centre, 
with  a  capital  of  $175,  but  his  credit  was  good  and 
his  character  irreproachable,  and  he  also  possessed 
the  good-will  of  Dr.  C.  W.  Lindner,  who  was  of 
great  assistance  to  him  in  building  up  a  lucrative 
trade.  He  preserved  his  old-time  habits  of  tem- 
perance and  spent  his  evenings  as  far  as  possible 
at  his  home  with  his  family,  escaping  thus  the 
many  temptations  which  are  thrown  around  young 
men.  He  is  a  man  very  fond  of  his  home  and  his 
family,  which  consists  now  of  only  his  estimable 
wife,  their  only  child.  Eula  Maude,  having  died 
March  1,  1880,  when  three  years  old. 

Mrs.  Jessie  G.  (Oxley)  Sharpe  was  born  in 
Bethel,  Fairmount  Co.,  Ohio,  Nov.  6,  1857,  and  is 
the  daughter  of  Robert  H.  and  Rebecca  (Ford) 
Oxley,  with  whom  she    lived    in    Ohio  until  1871, 
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and  then  the  fainil)'  removed  to  Morris  County. 
Robert  Oxley  was  born  in  Fainnount  County, 
Ohio,  where  he  was  reared  a  farmer's  boy,  and 
when  reaching  man's  estate  was  married  to  Miss 
Ford,  a  native  of  the  same  county.  The  latter 
died  March  4,  1 889,  at  the  age  of  fifty-two  years. 
Mr.  Oxley  is  still  living  and  makes  his  home  in 
Missouri. 

AVilliam  Sharpe,  tlie  father  of  our  subject,  was 
likewise  a  native  of  Lincolnshire.  England,  and 
married  Miss  Rebecca  Mutton.  They  reared  a 
family  of  twelve  children,  of  wliom  William  was 
the  eldest  born,  and  all  of  whom  came  to  the 
United  States.  William  Sharpe  is  still  living,  hav- 
ing attained  to  the  age  of  seventy-one  years.  His 
wife  died  in  1881,  aged  fiftj'-two  years. 

.-^ ^-*-B ^- 

■  ■   P.  TYLER,  M.  1).,  a  member  of  the  firm 

Pof  Tyler  &  Tyler,  pliysicians  and  surgeons 
at  Clifton,  makes  his  headquarters  at  a 
well-regulated  office  located  in  the  State  Bank 
building,  and  is  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  lucrative 
practice.  The  firm  was  organized  in  January, 
1886.  The  year  prior  to  this  time  had  been  spent 
by  Dr.  Tyler  at  Morganville,  where  he  commenced 
the  regular  practice  of  his  profession.  He  was 
graduated  from  Rush  Medical  College  in  February, 
1885.  His  first  studies  were  conducted  under  the 
tutorship  of  that  old  and  well-known  physician. 
Dr.  Judd,  of  Galesburg,  111.,  one,  of  the  leading 
practitioners  of  Knox  County. 

Dr.  Tyler  was  born  in  Edgington,  Rock  Island 
Co.,  111.,  June  21,  185.5.  He  spent  bis  earl3'  years 
in  the  city  of  Galesburg,  and  attended  Lombard 
University.  He  comes  of  New  England  stock,  his 
father,  Freeman  Jlorton  Tyler,  having  been  a  na- 
tive of  Vermont.  The  latter  grew  up  among  the 
hills  of  the  Green  Mountain  State,  and  being  the 
son  of  parents  in  moderate  circumstances  learned 
to  do  all  kinds  of  ordinary  work  and  acquired 
habits  of  industry  and  economy.  After  becoming 
of  age  he  completed  an  academic  education  in  New 
Hampshire. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  upon  leaving  New 
England,  emigrated  to  Ashtabula,  Ohio,  and  began 


the  study  of  medicine  under  that  eminent  physi- 
cian. Dr.  F"'errington.  He  commenced  practicing 
before  completing  his  studies,  finalh'  taking  a  fin- 
ishing course  at  a  medical  college  in  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
Later,  returning  to  Vermont,  he  located  at  Spring 
Corners.  There,  in  due  time,  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Mary  A.  Cutler.  After  the  birth  of  several 
children  they  removed  to  Rock  Island  County,  111., 
settling  in  Edgington  among  the  pioneers  of  that 
region.  There  the  elder  Tyler  for  some  j'ears  en- 
joyed the  monopoly  of  the  practice  in  that  section. 
and  naturally  became  known  to  a  large  portion  of 
the  people.  He  was  uniformly  successful,  being  a 
lover  of  the  sciences,  and  more  than  ordinarily  in- 
telligent and  progressive  in  his  ideas.  Religiously, 
he  was  a  Free  Thinker,  and  was  thoroughlj^  ac- 
quainted with  the  opinions  of  the  loading  men  upon 
these  subjects.  It  was  seldom  that  he  could  not 
meet  any  argument  piesented  him  with  facts  and 
figures  which  were  unanswerable,  while  his  genial 
and  social  disposition  drew  around  him  a  large 
circle  of  friends,  comprised  of  tlie  most  intelligent 
people  of  the  county. 

Later  in  life  the  elder  Tyler  removed  to  Gales- 
burg, 111.,  and  retired  from  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession. His  death  occurred  in  January  1882,  after 
ho  had  arrived  at  the  advanced  age  of  seventy-nine 
years.  In  political  opinions  he  was  a  Douglas 
Democrat,  but  never  sought  office.  The  wife  and 
mother  is  still  living,  ijeing  nowsevent3'-nine  years 
old,  and  makes  her  home  in  Galesburg,  111.  She  is 
a  well-preserved,  bright  and  interesting  old  lady. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  3'oungest  child 
of  his  parents,  and  received  careful  home  training 
under  the  supervision  of  his  excellent  and  capable 
mother,  for  whom  he  entertains  an  affection  that  is 
really  remarkable.  Upon  reaching  man's  estate  he 
was  married  in  Galesburg,  111.,  Oct.  12,  1887,  to 
Miss  Amelia  B.  Laux.  This  lady  is  the  daughter 
of  Prof.  Carl  Laux,  a  native  of  German}-,  and  a 
skilled  muscian,  who,  after  his  graduation  and  mar- 
riage, emigrated  to  the  United  States  and  assisted 
in  the  preservation  of  the  Union.  He  was  a  man 
of  strong  ideas  and  left  Germany  for  political  rea- 
sons. He  sought  Galesburg,  111.,  for  his  location, 
where  he  became  a  popular  teacher  cf  classical 
music  and  spent  the  remainder  of  bis  life.     The 
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motlier  of  Mrs.  Tyler  died  at  Knoxville,  111.,  about 
1882.  Mrs.  Tj'ler  inherited  the  musical  talents  of 
her  fatlier,  and  eventuallj-  became  his  assistant. 
Slie  is  also  in  other  respects  an  intelligent  and  ac- 
complished lad_y.  There  has  been  born  to  the  Doc- 
tor and  his  estimable  wife  one  child,  a  son,  Carl 
Rupert.  Dr.  Tyler,  socially,  occupies  a  high  posi- 
tion in  Clifton.  Politically,  be  is  an  uncompro- 
mising Democrat,  and  belongs  to  the  A.  O.  U.  W. 


Li^^IIOMAS  .1.  CUMMINS.  This  gentleman  is 
|7«^^  the  owner  and  occupant  of  a  fertile  and 
^^f'  pleasantly-located  farm  in  Mill  Creek  Town- 
ship, Washington  County.  He  is  a  progressive 
and  energetic  farmer,  and  his  estate  of  160  acres  is 
intelligently  cultivated  and  well  cared  for.  The 
|)lace  bears  evidence  of  being  occupied  by  one  who 
is  anxious  to  ranlc  with  the  best  of  his  class. 

Christopher  Cummins,  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  Scotland.  After  emigrating 
to  America  he  lived  for  some  time  in  Nortli  Caro- 
lina, whence  he  removed  to  Ohio.  In  tlie  latter 
State,  near  Columbus,  his  son  Christopher,  father 
of  our  subject,  was  born.  The  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject bore  the  maiden  name  of  Jane  Scott.  She  was 
l)orn  near  Lexington,  Ky.,  where  her  mother  had 
been  reared.  She  is  now  seventy-six  years  of  age, 
and  lier  husband  seventy-seven.  The  latter  is  a 
retired  farmer.     Their  home  is  in  Sigourney,  Iowa. 

The  p.iternal  family  comprised  six  children,  our 
subject  being  the  first  born.  James  M.,  the  sec- 
ond son,  entered  the  P'ederal  forces  during  the  late 
(  ivil  War.  He  enlisted  at  the  age  of  nineteen  in 
the  18tli  Kentucky  Infantiy,  and  was  killed  at 
Richmond,  Ky.  Elizabeth  married  John  L.  Coch- 
ran, a  liver}'  man  at  Sigourney,  Iowa.  They  have 
one  child.  John  is  manager  of  a  theatrical  company. 
He  married  the  talented  actress  Jennie  AVoltz,  who 
is  well-known  to  the  amusement  world.  Christo- 
pher is  traveling  for  Wilhelm  &  Son.  wholesale 
grocers  and  commission  merchants  in  St.  Joseph, 
Mo.  He  married  Miss  Ella  Gregory,  and  is  the 
father  of  three  children.  P>anoes  married  Samuel 
Chidester,  a  farmer  living  near  Sigourney,  Iowa. 
She  has  three  children. 


The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  was  born  May 
7.  1 841 ,  in  Harrison  Count}',  Ky.  He  made  his  home 
with  his  parents  until  twenty-four  years  of  age,  at 
which'time  they  removed  to  Iowa.  During  the  war 
he  was  in  the  Kentucky  Militia,  unattached.  The 
duty  of  his  command  was  to  look  after  raiders, 
guerrillas  and  marauding  parties.  He  was  at  Cyn- 
thiana,  Ky.,  and  engaged  in  the  pursuit  of  Morgan. 
In  1881  he  removed  to  this  county  and  bought  160 
acres  of  land,  upon  which  he  was  engaged  in  farm- 
ing until  October,  1884.  He  then  entered  into  the 
hardware  business  in  Morrow,  with  W.  A.  Nye, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Nye  &  Cummins.  In  the 
spring  of  1 886  he  sold  his  interest  to  his  partner, 
and  removed  to  Hebron,  Neb.,  where  he  engaged 
in  the  grocery  business.  Some  time  after  he  sold 
out  that  business  and  returned  to  his  farm  in  this 
county.  He  is  a  carpenter  by  trade,  and  has  fol- 
lowed that  business  in  connection  with  his  farming. 
He  breeds  Poland-China  hogs. 

On  May  15,  1871.  the  rites  of  marriage  were  per- 
formed between  Miss  Cecilia  L.  Stewart  and  our 
subject.  The  bride  was  born  in  Fond  du  Lac 
County,  AVis.,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Almon  and 
Rlith  Stewart.  The  union  has  been  blessed  by  the 
birth  of  four  children,  all  living.  They  are  named 
respectively:    Bert,  (Gertrude,  Robert  i\I.  and  Zora. 

Mr.  Cummins  was  Postmaster  at  Morrow  four 
years.  Politically,  he  is  in  sympath>'  with  the 
Republican  part}'.  He  is  a  man  of  intelligence  and 
good  principles,  a  capable  farmer  and  a  trustwor- 
thy citizen. 


!ksM  ICHAEL  A.  SELMER.  Among  those  who 
cast  their  fortunes  with  tiie  early  settlers  of 
Kansas,  Mr.  Sclmer  deserves  special  men- 
tion. He  had  a  wide  experience  of  life  on 
the  frontiei',  which  assisted  in  developing  the  V)est 
elements  of  a  naturally  strong  character,  and  which 
has  made  him  one  of  the  most  valued  citizens  of 
Washington  County.  He  first  opened  his  eyes  to 
the  light  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  in  the 
Province  of  Posen,  Prussia,  .Sept.  29,  1852,  and 
lived  there  until  a  youth  of  seventeen  years.  He 
acquired  a  practical  education  in  the  German 
I   tongue,  and  was  trained  to  those  habits  of  industry 
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and  economy  which  have  enabled  liim  to  make  a 
success  of  life. 

Martin  and  Wilhemina  (Liiske)  Selmer,  the  pa- 
rents of  our  snbject,  were  likewise  natives  of  Prus- 
sia and  of  pure  German  ancestr3^  Tiie  father  and 
one  son  came  to  America,  to  which  they  were  ei-e 
long  followed  by  our  subject,  his  mother  and  his 
brother  Albert.  They  lived  in  Iowa  six  years,  and 
then  in  1873,  came  to  Kansas,  and  Michael  A. 
entered  the  northwest  quarter  of  section  12,  Grant 
Township,  Washington  County,  taking  possession 
in  February,  1874.  From  this  land  he  constructed 
his  present  beautiful  home.  The  mother,  that  same 
year,  purchased  a  farm  north  of  where  her  son 
located,  and  he  made  his  home  with  her  until  his 
marriage,  in  January',  1877. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  was  in  her  girlhood  Miss 
Martha,  daughter  of  John  and  Ella  Groathouse. 
At  that  time  they  were  residents  of  Reynolds,  Neb. 
They  were  born  in  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Mecklen- 
burg, Germany,  whence  they  emigrated  to  America 
and  settled  in  Jefferson  County,  Neb.,  during  its 
pioneer  daj'S.  Mr.  Selmer,  prior  to  his  marriage, 
had  put  up  a  house  14x18  feet  by  placing  2x6 
uprights  two  feet  apart,  filled  in  with  con- 
crete composed  of  mortar  and  pounded  sand- 
stone, and  covered  the  whole  with  a  board  roof. 
This  roof  was  blown  away  in  a  year  or  two  and 
was  replaced  with  a  shingle  roof,  the  sides  cov- 
ered with  weather-boarding  and  finished  inside  with 
plaster.  With  the  later  improvements,  which  the 
proprietor  has  added,  it  makes  a  very  comfortable 
dwelling.  He  has  built  on  an  addition,  16x22 
feet,  with  a  i)0rch  in  front,  and  the  whole  is  now 
surrounded  with  trees  and  shrubbery,  planted 
by  the  hands  of  the  owner.  Mr.  Selmer  has  also 
planted  about  100  apple  trees,  which  are  just  be- 
ginning to  bear.  He  has  a  goodly  number  of 
peach  trees,  which  furnish  to  the  family  this 
luscious  fruit  in  its  season.  A  row  of  cottonwood 
trees  surrounds  the  place.  About  sixty  acres  are 
broken  and  the  balance  is  devoted  to  hay  and 
pasture.  Mr.  Selmer  is  feeding  this  year  (1889) 
twenty-two  head  of  cattle  and  twenty  swine;  lie 
keeps  two  horses  to  operate  the  farm. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Selmer  rejoice  in  the  possession  of 
a  family  of  bright  and  interesting  children,  the  eld- 


est of  whom,  a  daughter,  Eda,  now  twelve  years  old, 
is  a  miss  who  has  taken  kindly  to  her  books  and  is 
well  versed  in  the  English  language.  The  others 
are:  Lena,  Ella,  Matilda,  Daisy  and  Albert  Julius. 
Mr.  Selmer  is  liberal  in  his  political  views,  and 
votes  the  Union  Labor  ticket.  He  was  reared  in 
the  doctrines  of  the  German  Evangelical  Church, 
but  is  not  at  present  connected  with  any  religious 
organization.  Coming  from  a  country  enforcing 
tiie  law  of  compulsory  education,  he  is  naturally  in 
favor  of  giving  to  the  young  those  advantages 
whicli  will  fit  them  for  worthy  and  intelligent 
members  of  the  community.  He  has  served  as 
School  Treasurer  in  his  district  for  a  number  of 
years. 


WARREN  B.  STEDMAN,  represents  an  im- 
portant_braneh  of  business,  being  a  dealer  in 
harness  and  saddler}-,  and  having  es- 
tablished himself  at  Clifton,  in  November, 
1885,  as  the  successor  of  M.  A.  Roenigck.  The 
latter  gentlem.an  established  the  business  during 
the  infancy  of  this  now  thriving  city,  and  it  is  now 
upon  a  firm  and  paying  basis.  Mr.  Stedman  came  to 
Clifton  in  July,  1884,  from  Emmetsburg.  Iowa 
where  he  had  been  similarly  engaged,  as  now,  for  a 
period  of  nine  3'ears. 

In  Emmetsburg  Mr.  Stedman  learned  liis  tr.ade, 
and  for  a  time  was  associated  with  his  brother,  who 
still  carries  on  the  business  there.  He  was  born  in 
Adams,  Jefferson  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  21,  1845,  and  is 
the  son  of  Samuel  R.  Stedman,  a  native  of  Con- 
necticut, and  born  near  the  city  of  Hartford.  Tlie 
famil}'  flourished  in  New  England  during  tlie  Col- 
onial days.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  reared 
and  married  in  his  native  State;  his  wife  in  her 
girlhood  was  Miss  A.  Mary  Moore.  She  was  born 
in  Hartford,  and  after  marriage  they  emigrated  to 
New  York  State,  and  thereafter  lived  in  Copen- 
hagen and  Watertown,  prior  to  tiieir  settlement  in 
Adams.  Samuel  Stedman  was  a  tanner  and  currier 
by  trade,  but  later  in  life  became  interested  in 
farming  pursuits.  Upon  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil 
War  he.  in  the  fall  of  1861,  enlisted  in  a  regiment 
of  tiie  Black  Horse  Cavalry  (an  Oswego,  N.  Y., 
company),  with  whom  he  remained  luitil  honorably 
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iliscliarged,  tlie  company  being  disbanded  on  ac- 
foiint  of  a  siirpkis  of  oavab'y  tioops.  Later  be 
re-entered  the  service  as  a  teamster,  and  was  em- 
pb)yed  in  this  capacity  until  taken  ill  at  White 
House  Landing  in  Virginia,  when  he  was  obliged 
to  accept  his  final  and  honorable  discbarge. 

J^ater,  Warren  B.  Stedman  enlisted  as  a  Union 
soldier  in  September,  1863,  in  Company  F,  1st  New 
York  Veteran  Cavalry,  before  he  was  eighteen 
3'ears  obi.  He  was  one  of  the  younger  members  of 
his  regiment,  who  were  known  as  '-New  York  Vets." 
They  marched  to  the  front  and  fought  the  enemy, 
in  the  spring  of  1864.  under  Gen.  Seigel  at  Upper- 
ville,  (now)  W.  Va.  The  next  engagement  was  at 
New  Market,  May  IT),  1864, and  on  the  oth  of  June 
following  the}',  under  Gen.  Hunter,  engaged  with 
the  enemy  at  Piedmont,  Va.,  capturing  1,200  of 
them.  The  regiment  was  then  sent  back  with  their 
prisoners  as  a  detachment,  but  later  returned  to  the 
Shenandoah  Valley  and  engaged  in  battle  near 
Middletown,  Va.  They  wintered  in  West  Virginia, 
and  in  July,  1865,  after  the  close  of  the  war,  were 
mustered  out,  receiving  their  discharge  at  Roches- 
ter, N.  Y.,  August  1,  following.  Mr.  Stedman  was 
in  the  service  nearly  two  years. 

Upon  returning  home  Mr.  Stedman  remained 
there  until  Jan.  1,  1866,  when  he  went  to  Martin 
County,  Minn.,  which  was  then  a  wild  and  new 
region.  In  September  following  he  was  joined  by 
his  parents  and  the  other  members  of  the  family  and 
homesteaded  a  tract  of  land  upon  which  they  lived 
for  some  years,  and  wlierc  the  mother  died  in  1872, 
at  the  age  of  sixty  years,  having  been  born  in  1808. 
Slie  was  a  Presbyterian  in  religion,  and  a  lady  of 
many  estimable  qualities.  After  her  death  the  father 
and  his  boys  removed  to  Iowa,  where  Mr.  Stead- 
man  died  at  the  home  of  his  son,  Pratt  II.,  near 
Emmetsburg,  in  February,  188.5.  He  was  nearly 
eighty-three  years  old.  In  religion  lie  was  a  Bap- 
tist, and  in  politics,  a  Republican. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  eldest  son  and 
second  child  of  his  parents,  with  whom  he  lived 
until  after  his  marriage.  This  event  occurred  in 
Blue  Earth  County,  Minn.,  the  maiden  name  of  the 
bride  being  Miss  Emily  Williamson,  of  Jefferson 
County,  N.  Y.  Tlie  latter  fitted  lierself  for  a  teacher 
whieli  profession  she  followed  befove  becoming  the 


wife  of  our  subject.  Of  this  union  there  has  been 
born  one  child,  a  son,  Melvin  G.,  who  remains  at 
home  with  his  parents.  Mr.  Stedman  and  his  esti- 
mable wife  are  regular  attendants  of  the  Baptist 
Church.  Like  his  father  before  bini  Mr.  Stedman 
votes  with  the  Republican  party.  He  has  been  a 
member  of  the  City  Council  one  term,  and  belongs 
to  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  No.  181,  in  which  he  has  filled  ail 
the  chairs  of  his  lodge.  He  is  likewise  connected 
with  Sedgwick  Post,  No.  24,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Clifton. 


-^^^^^^^^k^^y^f^^^^ 


J  I  EFFEKSON  P.  OVERLANDER.  This  gen- 
theman  is  one  of  the  leading  stock-raisers  of 
Coleman  Township,  Washington  County, 
having  over   300  head  of  stock  on  hand  at 

tin's  writing.  His  estate  comprises  400  acres,  the 
eighty  which  he  purchased  in  1884  being  located 
on  section  26,  and  his  additional  purchase  adjoin- 
ing it.  It  is  under  a  flue  state  of  cultivation,  and 
marked  with  the  improvements  usually  made  by  an 
enterprising  agriculturist  and  stock-man.  The 
original  homestead  bears  275  apple  trees,  together 
with  peaches,  grapes  and  a  variety  of  other  fruits. 
The  adjoining  place  also  has  a  fine  orchard. 

Mr.  Overlander  was  born  near  Victoria,  Knox 
Co.,  111.,  the  date  of  his  birth  being  Feb.  6.  1851. 
His  parents  were  John  and  Sarah  A.  Overlander. 
He  received  an  excellent  common  school  education 
in  his  native  county,  where  he  remained  until  the 
age  of  eighteen.  He  then  came  to  Kansas  and  made 
his  home  in  Doniphan  County  from  1869  to  1885. 
At  that  period  he  became  a  resident  of  this  county, 
locating  upon  the  eighty  acres  which  he  had  prev- 
iously purchased,  and  which  he  has  since  brought 
to  their  present  fine  condition,  and  to  which  he  lias 
so  largely  added. 

At  the  home  of  the  bride  in  Doniph.an  Count\-, 
Mr.  Overlander  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Minnie  Fenley;  she  is  a  daughter  of  W.  H.  and 
Elizabeth  (Ford  )  Fenley,  and  a  lady  possessed  of 
many  estimable  qualities.  Her  parents  had  formerly 
lived  in  Kentucky,  and  before  the  war  removed 
to  St.  Joseph,  Mo.  Her  father  freighted  across 
the  plains  during  the  Rebellion.  Later  he  remove<l 
to   Doniphan  County,  Kan.,  where  he  became  tlie 
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owner  of  800  acres  of  fine  land.  His  rleatii  occurred 
in  that  county  on  the  loth  of  June,  1885.  His 
widow  is  still  residing  there  on  a  fine  farm.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Overlander  are  the  parents  of  four  chil- 
dren, three  of  whom  are  now  living.  They  bear 
the  names  of  Nora,  Blanche,  Verna  and  William  P. 
Mr.  Overlander  is  a  believer  in  and  supporter  of 
the  principles  of  the  Democracy.  He  is  a  man  of 
integrity  and  intelligence,  a  kind  neighbor,  and  a 
loving  husband  and  father,  and,  with  his  wife,  is 
highly  esteemed  b}'  the  community. 

-^ ^-^ — 


(i^ICHOLAS  B.  WHITE.  During  tliat  meraor- 
11  ))'  able  period  of  the  history  of  Kansas  era- 
/iy^t)  braced  in  the  '50's,  many  of  the  sterling- 
men  of  the  nation  were  attracted  hither,  and  the 
remarkable  strides  made  by  the  Territory  and  the 
State,  were  due  to  the  character  of  its  pioneers. 
Among  those  brave-hearted  and  noble-spirited  men 
was  the  late  Elder  White.  He  not  only  brought 
with  him  that  spirit  of  enterprise  and  love  for  a 
free  political  government  so  characteristic  of  the 
men  of  that  day.  but  came  bringing  the  Gospel 
message  to  cheer  and  console  the  pioneer  families 
during  their  seasons  of  great  trial  and  their  hard- 
ships, and  to  plead  with  those  rugged  natures  that 
had  not  yet  acknowledged  the  Kingship  of  the  Mes- 
siah. AVe  therefore  find  him  preaching  the  glad 
message  to  the  scattered  settlers  in  Riley  County, 
even  before  a  church  building  had  yet  been  erected. 
Services  were  first  held  in  the  small  dwellings  of 
the  pioneers,  and  later  in  .school-houses,  Mr.  White 
often  walking  fifteen  miles  to  and  from  his  ap- 
pointments. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Kentucky.  Feb.  22, 
1822.  and  was  the  son  of  .lohn  and  Grace  (Roberts) 
White,  the  former  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  in 
the  peaceful  pursuits  of  agriculture  his  son,  our 
subject,  was  reared  to  manhood.  Early  in  life  he 
began  teaching,  combining  his  professional  labors 
with  work  on  a  farm  until  he  was  twenty-six  years 
old. 

At  the  age  of  eighteen,  Mr. White  made  confession 
of  faith  in  Christ,  and  became  a  member  of  the 
Christian  Church;  a  few  years  later   he   began    his 


labors  as  a  minister    of   the    Gospel,  preaching    in 

different  parts  of    his  native    State    until    1854.  at 

which  time  he   came  to    Kansas,  then    a    territory. 

The  joiirney  was  made  via  the  Ohio  and   Missouri 

rivers  to  Kansas  City,  and  with  ox-team  on   to  the 

1    Western  frontier.     Mr.  White    filed  a    claim    to    a 

j    tract  of  prairie  land  in  what  is  now  Ashland  Town- 

1    ship,  six  miles  soutli  of  the  present  site  of  Manhat- 

j    tan.     After  making  his  claim,  he  returned    to    the 

Blue  Grass  State  and  spent  the  winter  near  Lexing- 

1    ton. 

In  the  spring  of  1855.  Elder  AVhite  with  his  wife 
I  and  four  children  started  for  their  new  home,  go- 
j  ing  l)y  way  of  tiie  rivers  to  Kansas  City,  and  then 
procuring  a  horse  and  buggy  drove  the  remainder 
of  the  distance  to  the  claim.  There  being  no 
house  yet  built,  the  family  lived  ifi  a  tent  for  three 
weeks,  during  which  time  our  sul^ject  cut  trees, 
sawed  lumber,  and  built  a  board  cabin  in  which 
they  lived  till  fall.  At  that  time  they  received  a 
fr.ame-house  which  had  been  shipped  some  time  Ije- 
fore  from  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  but  which  on  account 
of  low  water  and  the  consequent  close  of  navigation 
in  the  Kansas  River,  was  not  delivered  promptly  at 
its  destination. 

When  Elder  AVhite  .and  his  family  became  resi- 
dents of  this  State,  deer  and  other  wild  game  were 
plenty,  and  Indians  numerous  in  the  locality.  The 
Red  Men  were  always  ready  to  trade  venison  and 
buffalo  meat  for  pork.  For  some  time,  the  nearest 
mill  was  at  Independence.  Mo.,  where  Elder  White 
went  with  an  ox-team,  the  trip  consuming  two  or 
three  weeks.  On  the  present  site  of  Manhattan  l)ut 
one  building  then  stood. 

Elder  White  remained  on  his  farm  ten  years,  and 

then  moved  to  what  is  now  known  as  the  College 

;    Farm,  buying  thirty  acres  two  miles  northwest  of 

the  college.       This  was    his   home    until    1882,   at 

which  time  he  removed    to    Manhattan,  and    there 

I    died  Aug.  5,  1883,  ripe  in  years  and   full   of   good 

I    works.       He  has  left  behind  him  a  long    record    of 

j    usefulness   in    the    Master's    vineyard,  and  it   may 

well  be    said    of  him,  though  "he    rests    from    his 

labors    his  works   do  follow  him."     His   name  will 

long  be  remembered,  and  his  labors  regarded  with 

appreciation   in  the    State  with  whose    history     he 

j    was  so  long  and    from   so  early  a  date   identified. 
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Jlr.  AVliite  was  a  Republican  from  the  form- 
ation of  tliat  |jaitv,  and  was  ever  an  earnest 
advocate  of  tlie  abolition  of  slaver}',  the  emancipa- 
tion of  labor  from  grasping  monopolies,  and  tlie 
prohibition  of  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  liquor. 
He  was  an  enthusiastic  worker  in  behalf  of  Sunday- 
s  'hool  Missions,  both  home  and  foreign,  and  was 
emphatically  a  reformer.  He  was  among  tiie  fore- 
most in  the  advocacy  of  every  movement  of  his 
age  tending  to  the  elevation  of  mankind.  Doubt- 
less there  were  mistakes  in  his  life  and  defects  in 
his  character,  but  his  noble  traits  and  sterling  vir- 
tues, together  with  his  benevolent  and  generous 
impulses  and  high  aspirations  should  make  the 
greater  impression  on  us,  as  they  filled  tlie  larger 
place  in  his  life  and  character. 

On  the  1st  of  August,  1845,  Elder  Wliite  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Permelia  S.  Trimble, 
a  lady  whose  amiable  character  and  Christian  vir- 
tues well  fitted  her  for  the  place  she  was  to  fill. 
tSlie  w.as  born  in  Bourbon  County,  Kj'.,  Nov.  24, 
1826,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Forgus  and  Eliza 
(Campbell)  Trimble.  Forgus  Trimble  was  born 
in  the  same  county  in  which  his  daughter  Permelia 
first  saw  the  light,  and  was  tlie  son  of  a  Scotch- 
man who  was  an  early  settler  in  Highland  Town- 
sliip,  Bourbon  Countj^,  and  who  spent  the  last  years 
of  his  life  on  a  farm  there.  At  his  death  the  es- 
tate was  inherited  by  tlic  father  of  ]Mrs.  White,  and 
he  also  spent  his  life  there. 

The  mother  of  Mrs.  White  was  born  in  Virginia, 
and  was  a  daughter  of  .John  Campbell,  a  native  of 
South  Carolina  and  of  Scotch  ancestry.  Mr.  Camp- 
bell, during  the  Revolutionary  War,  took  part  in 
the  defense  of  American  liberty.  His  occupation 
was  that  of  a  farmer.  He  went  from  his  native 
State  to  the  Old  Dominion  and  thence  to  Kentucky, 
settling  in  Bourbon  County,  and  spending  his  last 
days  there.  His  wife  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Frances  Greene,  and  was  born  in  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia, from  which  her  parents  removed  when  she 
was  but  five  years  old.  Their  new  liome  was  in  a 
section  where  Indians  were  numerous  and  hostile, 
and  the  settlers  formed  in  colonies  for  [irotection. 
She  used  to  spin  and  weave,  as  was  the  custom  of 
the  time,  and  made  all  the  clothes  used  in  the  family. 

Mrs.  White    resided  with    her   parents    until  her 


marriage,  learning  all  the  housewifely  arts  of  her 
generation — spinning,  weaving  and  knitting,  as 
well  as  the  cooking  and  housekeeping  of  the  primitive 
housewife.  While  living  in  Kentucky,  she  sup- 
plied the  family  needs  by  her  own  manufacture  of 
yarn  and  cloth,  and  having  no  stove  did  her  cook- 
ing by  the  old-fashioned  fireplace,  as  was  the  cus- 
tom in  that  section  in  the  early  days.  Since  the 
death  of  her  husband,  Mrs.  White  lias  continued  to 
reside  in  Manhattan,  where,  in  1888,  she  erected  a 
pleasant  dwelling  on  Humboldt  street,  between 
Third  and  Fourth  streets.  She  has  four  children 
living;  they  are:  Mattie,  now  Mrs.  George  C.  Ab- 
bott, of  Chicago,  111.;  A.  Judson,  pastor  of  the 
Christian  Church  at  Atchison,  and  prime  mover 
in  the  founding  of  Garfield  Universit.y  at  Wiciiita; 
Kate  E.,  now  Mrs.  Z.  T.  Turley,  of  Chicago,  111.; 
and   Beatrice,  the  companion  of  her  mother. 

GUIS  ISTERMAN,  of  Clifton,  is  favorably 
I  known  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Schlitz 
Bros.  &  Co.,  dealers  in  all  kinds  of  farm  im- 
plements, and  establishing  their  present  business 
Feb.  22,  1888.  The  compan}'  was  organized  in 
December,  1887,  under  the  present  title  and  is  tran- 
sacting a  large  business  throughout  Clifton  and 
adjoining  territory.  The  building,  constructed 
after  Mr.  Isterman's  own  plan,  is  100  x  32  feet 
in  dimensions,  and  accommodates  a  $10,000  stock, 
from  which  is  transacted  an  annual  business  of 
$35,000. 

Mr.  Isterman  was  born  fifteen  miles  from  the 
city  of  Berlin,  Germany,  Feb.  25,  1851,  where  he 
spent  his  early  years,  gaining  a  thorough  education 
in  his  native  tongue.  He  was  bright  and  ambitious 
beyond  his  3'ears,  and  in  1868,  at  the  age  of  seven- 
teen emigrated  to  America,  and  in  due  time  became 
an  employe  of  the  Marsh  Harvester  Comp.iny, 
spending  thus  seven  years.  Later  he  was  for  ten 
years  a  salesman  for  the  Sandwich,  (111.,)  Manu- 
facturing Company,  being  their  general  road  agent. 
During  this  time  his  travels  led  him  over  the 
greater  part  of  Kansas  and  considerable  in  other 
states.  Upon  locating  in  Clay  County,  Kan.,  he 
was  thus  well  equipped  for  the  calling  which  he  had 


1220 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


chosen,  and  lie  has  borne  no  unimportant  part  in 
building  up  the  business  interests  of  Clifton. 

Mr.  Isterman  traces  his  ancestry  to  Holland, 
from  which  country  thej-  emigrated  to  Prussia 
shortly  after  the  seven  years'  war,  during  the  reign 
of  Frederick  the  Great.  His  father,  August  Ister- 
man, together  with  his  seven  brothers,  was  born  on  a 
boat  on  the  River  Havel,  their  father  being  a  boat- 
man and  running  on  the  rivers  Elbe,  Havel  and 
Spree.  August,  upon  reaching  manhood  estab- 
lished himself  as  a  merchant  at  Wilsnack,  fifteen 
miles  out  of  Berlin  and  conducted  a  business  there 
a  number  of  years.  After  the  emigration  of  his  son, 
Louis,  to  America,  he  came  also  with  his  wife  and 
spent  five  years  in  the  United  States,  hoping  that 
Louis  would  return  with  him.  The  latter,  how- 
ever, declined  to  leave  his  adopted  country  where 
he  was  doing  well,  so  the  parents  returned  without 
him  to  their  native  land,  and  the  father  resumed 
his  old  occupation  on  the  river,  fishing  and  supply- 
ing the  Berlin  markets  with  this  commodity.  The 
parents  are  still  living,  and  now  make  their  home 
at  Rhinow.  The  father  is  seventy-eight  years  old 
and  his  good  wife  seventy-one.  Both  are  mem- 
bers of  the  German-Lutheran  Ciiurch.  August 
Isterman  for  sometime  prior  to  visiting  America 
was  engaged  in  the  silk  worm  culture. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  youngest  of 
three  children  born  to  his  parents,  the  eldest  being 
now  a  widow,  Mrs.  Augusta  Moll  of  Havellterg, 
Prussia  ;  Theodore,  the  second  child,  emigrated  to 
America,  and  is  uovv  in  the  employ  of  the  Sand- 
wich, (111.,)  Manufacturing  Oompany,  with  which 
he  has  been  for  a  number  of  years.  Louis  during 
his  younger  years  attended  regularly  the  schools  of 
his  native  town.  In  due  time  after  coming  to 
America  he  was  married  at  Piano,  111.,  May  7, 
1875,  to  Miss  Augusta  Thurow.  This  lady  was 
born  in  Belgard,  Germany,  Nov.  27,  1856,  and 
came  to  America  with  her  parents  in  her  girlhood. 
They  located  on  what  is  now  known  as  the  Highland 
farm,  in  Kendall  County,  111.  The  parents,  Louis 
and  Carolina  (Klotz)  Thurow,  were  of  pure  Ger- 
man stock  and  the  father  is  still  living,  being  now 
seventy-one  years  old,  making  his  home  at  the 
same  farm  where  he. first  settled.  The  mother  died 
in  1879,  when  past  fifty  years  old.  They  were  reared 


in  the  doctrines  of  the  Lutheran  Church  in  the 
faith  of  which  the  mother  died  and  where  the  father 
still  finds  his  religious  consolation. 

Mrs.  Isterman  completed  her  education  in  the 
schools  of  Kendall  and  Aurora,  Kane  counties,  111., 
and  made  her  home  with  her  parents  until  her 
marriage.  She  is  now  the  mother  of  two  children 
— Louis  Jr..  and  Herman.  Mr.  Isterman.  politi- 
cally, affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party.  He  and 
his  wife  are  members  in  good  standing  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church  at  Clay  Center.  They  have  a 
pleasant  home  in  the  south  part  of  the  city  and 
their  associates  comprise  its  most  cultured  people. 


el-IARLES  SMITH.  This  gentleman  is  a 
prominent  attorney  and  has  ably  filled  var. 
ions  public  positions  in  Washington,  where 
his  worth  as  a  citizen  is  thoroughly  appreciated 
and  his  private  character  highly  valued.  He  was 
born  in  Gorham,  Cumberland  Co.,  Me.,  and  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  village  school,  at  the 
early  age  of  eight  years  beginning  work  on  a  farm 
in  the  vicinity,  receiving  his  board  and  ^1  per  month 
for  the  labors  which  his  strength  permitted  him  to 
perforin.  The  following  three  years  he  assisted 
his  father  on  a  farm  near  Waterford  Flat,  after 
which  he  again  left  his  home  and  during  the  next 
three  years  received  from  $6  to  810  per  month  as  a 
young  farm  hand. 

When  fourteen  years  old  young  Charles  went  to 
Aroostook  County  with  his  uncle  to  open  a  farm 
near  Holton,  and  after  remaining  there  one  season 
went  to  Boston.  Mass..  finding  employment  in  an 
office  for  a  short  lime.  His  next  move  was  to 
Brooklyn,  where  he  clerked  in  a  grocery  store 
nearly  a  year,  after  which  he  secured  a  clerkship  in 
Salem,  Mass.,  remaining  so  employed  in  that  city 
until  1864.  In  the  spring  of  that  year  he  enlisted 
in  an  independent  comjjany  that  was  organized  fur 
coast  defense,  and  spent  his  term  of  service  in  New 
Bedford  and  Fair  Haven,  being  discharged  at  the 
expiration  of  three  months.  He  at  once  re-entered 
the  service,  being  enrolled  in  Company  C.,  61st 
Massachusetts,  his  term  of  enlistment  being  one 
year,  and   went   immediately    to  the  front  in  ^'ir- 
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giniii,  spending  five  weeks  at  Citj'  Point  and  tak- 
ing part  in  various  battles  around  Petersburg. 

At  the  close  of  the  war,  Mr.  .Smith  was  present 
at  the  Grand  Review,  was  mustered  out  at  Arling- 
ton Heights,  and  returned  to  the  old  Baj'  State, 
where  he  .Mgain  took  up  his  occupation  of  clerking 
in  Salem.  In  that  place  he  remained  until  1867, 
then  he  went  to  Maine,  and  the  following  3-ear 
came  West,  the  fall  of  1868  finding  him  in  Wash- 
i;igton,  Kan.  The  distance  from  Waterville  was 
accomplished  by  riding  on  an  ox  wagon.  Wash- 
ington at  that  date  consisted  of  a  store  and  post- 
office,  and  a  few  dwellings,  and  its  appearance  was 
not  especially  attractive  at  the  end  of  a  tedious 
journey. 

;\Ir.  Smith  spent  the  first  night  at  a  farmhouse  a 
mile  east  of  the  village,  and  the  next  day  selected 
a  homestead  six  miles  from  the  present  site  of  Clif- 
ton, and  watered  by  Parson's  Creek.  He  built  a 
log  cabin,  and  lived  on  his  claim  one  year,  keeping 
bachelor's  hall,  his  nearest  "neighbors"  being  the 
(leer  and  antelope,  whose  haunts  were  in  the  vicin- 
ity. Moving  into  town  at  the  expiration  of  a 
twelvemonth,  he  engaged  in  the  sale  of  general 
merchandise  until  1876.  when  he  read  law  under 
-ludge  Lowe,  and  being  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
1877,  has  since  practiced  his  profession  here. 

The  wife  of  Mr.  Smith  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Delia  P.  Schenck,  and  is  a  native  of  Plain- 
vllle,  N.  Y.,  and  a  daughter  of  John  and  Paulina 
(Sullivan)  Schenck.  She  has  borne  her  husband 
five  children:  C.  Fred,  Xellie  L.,  Joseph  Lowe, 
Harry  J.  and  Hattie  M.  Mrs.  Smith  possesses 
many  fine  (jualities  of  character  and  mind,  and  is 
carefully  rearing  her  children  in  the  principles  of 
courtesy  and  right  living. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Epping. 
N.  II..  July  17.  1796,  and  was  christened  Stevens. 
He  learned  the  trade  of  a  jeweler  and  when  a  young 
man  settled  in  Gorham,  Me.,  and  engaged  in  the 
jewelry  business  until  he  had  the  misfortune  to  lose 
his  establishment  by  fire,  when  he  began  the  manu- 
facture of  shoes,  and  later  engaged  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  paper  cutlery.  In  18-53  he  bought  a  home 
at  Waterford  Flat  and  a  tract  of  land  near  by,  and 
engaged  in  fanning.  He  resided  there  some  years 
and  then  went  to  Paris  Hill,  dying  at  the  home  of 


his  daughter,  Mrs.  Marble.  The  maiden  name  of 
his  wife  was  Sophia  Chadbourne  and  she  was  born 
in  Gorham.  to  Deacon  and  Desire  Chadbourne. 
She  departed  this  life  at  Waterford  Flat,  Oct.  18, 
1859.  She  had  borne  eleven  children^  of  Whom 
eight  were  reared  to  manhood  and  womanhood. 

Of  the  brothers  and  sisters  of  our  subject  we 
note  the  following:  Frederick  C.  served  as  Adju- 
tant in  the  73d  Ohio  Infantry  and  gave  his  life  for 
his  country's  cause;  Emeline  married  Hon.  J.  S. 
Hobbs,  State  Librarian  of  Maine;  Nancy  married 
C.  A.  Libby  and  lives  at  Minneapolis,  Minn.; 
Martha  L.  is  now  deceased;  Hendrick  served  in  the 
12th  Maine  Infantry  during  the  late  war,  receiving 
injuries  from  which  he  has  never  recovered;  Alfred 
resides  in  Boston;  Ella  M.  S.  married  Elmer  Marble 
and  now  lives  in  Washington.  D.  C. 

Mr.  Smith  belongs  to  Kearney  Post,  No.  5,  G.  A.R., 
and  to  Lodge  No.  104,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  which  he 
is  a  charter  member.  Politically  he  has  always 
been  a  Republican.  He  has  served  as  Director  of 
the  School  Board;  as  a  member  of  the  City  Council 
and  as  City  Treasurer  a  number  of  years;  has  also 
been  Mayor  and  Street  Commissioner  and  was  City 
Attorney  four  years.  Being  intelligent,  discrimin- 
ating and  thoroughly  interested  in  the  development 
and  true  c'vilization  of  his  chosen  home,  he  proves 
an  efficient  public  servant  in  any  place  of  trust  to 
which  his  fellow  citizens  call  him.  He  belongs  to 
the  Baptist  Church,  and  in  the  work  of  that  relig- 
ious organization  and  in  his  position  ay  President 
of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  is  abl_v  assisting  in  the  moral 
and  religious  work  of  the  citv. 


„.j.  LEXANDER  SEATON.  It  has  been  justly 
sOl  remarked,  that  to  have  been  born  in  Scot- 
land, and  of  substantial  Scotch  ancestry,  is 
lonor  enough  for  one  life-time;  and  when 
to  these  conditions  have  been  added  that  of  an  up- 
right and  honest  man,  and  a  valued  citizen,  it  is  hard 
to  conceive  a  more  admirable  state  of  things  in  con- 
nection with  a  man's  personal  historj-.  Mr.  Seatou 
comes  under  these  conditions,  and  added  to  this  is 
in  the  prime  of  life,  with,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  many 
more  years  of  usefulness  before  him.     Many  years 
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ago  he  chose  farming  for  his  life  occupation,  a  call- 
ing to  which  he  seems  specially  adapted,  and  in 
which  he  has  been  highly  successful.  He  has  a  fine 
body  of  land,  and  is  accounted  among  the  leading 
citizens  of  Little  Blue  Township. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Perthshire, 
Scotland,  April  5,  1849.  His  father,  Alexander 
Seaton,  was  a  native  of  the  same  shire,  where  he 
spent  all  the  years  of  a  long  and  honorable  life,  dy- 
ing in  November,  1888.  at  the  advanced  age  of 
seventy-five.  He  too  was  a  tiller  of  the  soil,  a  man 
of  note  in  his  community,  and  had  the  honor  of 
being  one  of  the  home  guards  who  met  Queen  Vic- 
toria on  her  first  visit  to  Scotland.  He  became  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  early  in  life, 
nnil  for  man}'  years  officiated  as  Deacon  therein. 
He  was  a  well-educated  man,  and  held  some  of  tlie 
minor  offices  in  his  parish.  He  accumulated  a 
good  property,  and  in  his  old  age  was  surrounded 
by  all  the  comforts  of  life. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject, 
was  Elizabeth  Duff.  She  also,  like  her  husband 
and  son,  was  a  native  of  Perthshire,  and  is  still  liv- 
ing there,  being  now  about  seventy  years  old.  The 
eight  children  of  the  parental  family-  were  named 
respectively,  Ellen,  Margaret,  Alexander,  Eliza, 
Alexander  (2d),  Isabel,  Donald,  and  Jessie.  Ellen, 
Alexander  and  Eliza  are  deceased.  With  tlie  ex- 
ception of  our  subject,  tlie  survivors  remain  upon 
their  native  soil.  Mr.  Seaton  of  this  sketch,  is  the 
fifth  child  of  liis  parents,  and  spent  his  early  years 
quietly  and  uneventfully  under  the  home  roof  in 
Perthshire,  acquiring  his  education  in  the  common 
school,  and  assisting  his  father  on  the  farm.  He 
lived  there  until  a  man  of  thirty  years,  and  then 
announced  to  his  friends  his  determination  to  emi- 
grate to  America.  After  a  safe  voyage  he  located 
in  the  Province  of  Ontario,  Canada,  and  was  a  resi- 
dent of  Middlesex  Count}-  until  1880.  That  year 
he  came  to  Kansas,  and  bought  160'  acres  of  land 
on  section  35,  Little  Blue  Township,  Washington 
County,  where  he  has  since  been  a  resident.  In  due 
time  he  added  twelve  acres  to  his  first  purchase. 
He  came  to  this  State  with  very  little  capital,  and 
the  property  which  he  possesses  has  been  made  by 
downright  hard  labor,  the  practice  of  a  close  econ- 
omy and  the  exercise  of  a  sound  judgment.     Upon   I 


becoming  a  voting  citizen,  Mr.  Seaton  identified 
himself  with  the  Republican  party,  of  whose  prin- 
ciples he  is  a  stanch  sujiporter. 

Mr.  Seaton  enjoyed  the  state  of  single  blessed- 
ness until  a  man  of  thirty-five  years,  and  was  then 
married  Dec.  25,  1884,  to  Miss  Jennie  Read,  of 
Water ville,  this  State.  Mrs.  Seaton  was  born  in 
Ohio,  Aug.  24,  1861,  and  is  the  daughter  of  John 
and  Lorena  (Moon)  Read,  who  _were  natives  of 
Ohio,  and  are  now  living  in  Marshall  County,  Kan. 
To  our  subject  and  his  estimable  lady  there  have 
been  born  two  children,  a  daughter  and  son,  Eliza- 
beth D.  and  A.lexander  W.  Without  making  any 
pretentions  to  style  or  fashion,  the  Seatons  live 
comfortably,  and  enjoy  in  a  marked  degree  the  es 
teem  of  their  fellow-citizens.  They  are  well  worthy 
of  representation  in  a  work  of  this  kind. 


\IL_^ENRY'  M.  OCHILTREE.  M.  D.,  a  practi- 
|l/jj!  tioner  of  large  experience, is  numbered  among 
J^^  the  older  physicians  and  surgeons  of  Wash- 
(^)  ington  County,  where  he  has  made  for  him- 
self an  enviable  reputation.  Of  quiet  and  modest 
demeanor,  he  possesses  that  knowledge  of  the  du- 
ties of  his  profession  which  has  enabled  him  to 
build  up  a  large  and  lucrative  business  and  to  es- 
tablish himself  in  the  esteem  and  confidence  of 
his  fellow-citizens.  He  possesses  a  thorough 
understanding  of  the  art  and  science  of  med- 
icine, is  a  close  student  and  extensive  reader  and 
never  experiments  with  a  patient,  making  it  his 
business  to  understand  the  ease  before  commencing 
treatment.  Personally,  he  is  of  commanding  pres- 
ence and  would  invariablj^  attract  attention  in  a 
crowd. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  was  born  in  Morning 
Sun,  Iowa,  Aug.  29,  1849,  and  is  therefore  only  a 
little  over  forty  years  of  age— in  the  prime  of  life 
and  still  the  midst  of  his  usefulness.  He  spent  his 
earljr  life  on  his  father's  farm  and  pursued  his  first 
studies  in  the  district  school.  When  a  youth  of  seven- 
teen he  became  a  student  of  Monmouth  College,  III., 
where  he  pursued  a  classical  course  of  two  years. 
Upon  returning  home  he  engaged   in   the  study  of 
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medicine  which  he  had  intended  to  follow  since  a 
youth  of  fifteen  or  sixteen  years.  He  was  for  one 
year  in  the  office  of  Dr.  Hollida}-,  of  Morning  Sun. 
and  then  entered  the  College  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons  at  Keokuk,  Iowa.  After  two  years  he  was 
graduated  witii  honors  from  this  institution  and  he 
began  the  reg<u]ar  i)ractice  of  his  profession  at 
Mediapolis,  Iowa.  He  only  remained  there  a  short 
time,  however,  then  returning  to  Morning  Sun  fol- 
lowed his  practice  there  in  connection  with  the 
drug  business  until  1874. 

In  the  meantime  Dr.  Ochiltree  had  entertained 
the  desire  of  seeking  the  farther  West  and  decided 
to  settle  in  Kansas.  He  took  up  his  abode  in  Had- 
dam  which  then  consisted  of  two  stores  and  three 
houses.  At  this  time  there  were  only  three  phy- 
sicians in  Washington  County.  His  faithful  atten- 
tion to  duty  soon  insured  him  all  he  could  con- 
veniently attend  to  and  he  has  not  only  had  ahrge 
ride  in  this  county,  but  is  called  considerably  into 
Republic  County  and  Jefferson  County,  Neb.  He 
has  been  a  financier  of  excellent  judgment  and 
owns  two  farms,  one  of  eighty  acres  and  the 
other  of  120  acres  near  the  town  limits.  These  are 
improved  and  operated  by  tenants.  In  addition  to 
this  the  Doctor  owns  his  residence.  He  has  always 
evinced  a  warm  interest  in  the  upbuilding  of  this 
section,  especially  his  adopted  town,  and  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Iladdam  Town  .Site  Company.  Henry  M. 
Ochiltree  was  first  married  in  March,  1872,  to  Miss 
Alraina  Johnston,  of  Jlorning  Sun,  Iowa,  from 
whom  he  obtained  a  divorce.  The  issue  of  this 
marriage  was  three  children — the  oldest,  Frank 
Ochiltree,  who  resides  with  his  mother  in  Chicago, 
being  the  only  survivor. 

Dr.  Ochiltree  was  married  in  Wayne  Count3',  III, 
Oct.  8,  1879.  to  Miss  Emma  Harlan.  This  lady 
was  born  in  that  county,  July  28,  1857,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  William  and  Miriam  Harlan.  The  father 
is  now  deceased.  The  mother  resides  in  Wayne 
County,  III.  The  Doctor  and  his  estimable  lady  are 
the  parents  of  three  bright  little  daughters — Stella, 
Blanche  and  P^thel.  Dr.  Ochiltree  has  been  quite 
prominent  in  local  affairs  in  Haddam,  serving  as 
Mayor  in  1888  and  1889.  Socially,  he  belongs  to 
the  I.  O.  O.  V.  and  the  Masonic  fraternity,  being  a 
member  of  Dirigo   Lodge,    No.  226,    officiated    as    ! 


W.  M..  of  said  Lodge  for  three  years,  and  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  K.  of  P.  and  also  of  Pythian  Chapter  at 
Washington.  He  is  a  member  of  the  County  Board 
of  Pension  Examiners  in  which  he  officiates  as 
Treasurer.  Politically,  he  affiliates  with  the  Re- 
publican party  and  is  frequent!}'  sent  as  a  delegate 
to  county  conventions.  In  religious  matters  he 
and  his  excellent  wife  are  connected  with  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church.  The  Doctor  served  on 
the  Building  Committee,  officiates  as  Steward  and 
is  Superintendent  of  the  Sundaj'- school. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  Henry  M.  Ochil- 
tree,Sr.,  who  was  born  near  Natural  Bridge  in  Rock- 
bridge County,  ^'a.  The  paternal  grandfather  was 
a  native  of  Scotland  and  emigrated  to  America  at 
an  early  day,  settling  in  Virginia.  He  met  death 
on  the  battlefield  in  the  War  of  1812.  Henry  M. 
Ochiltree  was  reared  in  his  native  county  and 
when  reaching  man's  estate  engaged  in  mercantile 
business  in  company  with  a  partner  and  lost  heavily. 
He  then  decided  to  seek  what  was  then  the  farther 
AVest  and  leaving  Virginia,  located  in  Preble 
County,  Ohio,  where  he  engaged  in  farming,  until 
1840.  That  year  he  started  for  Iowa  by  team  and 
settled  near  Virginia  Grove,  where  he  opened  up  a 
farm  and  again  became  well-to-do,  owning  1,200 
acres  in  the  vicinity  of  Morning  Sun,  upon' which 
he  spent  his  last  days,  passing  away  in  1878.  He 
was  largely  interested  in  fruit  growing.  Since  a 
young  man,  he  had  been  a  devoted  member  of  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church  in  which  he  officiated 
as  Elder  for  many  years.  He  died  in  the  faith  of 
the  Republican  party. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  in  lu  r  girlhood 
Miss  Margaret  Bell,  a  native  of  Ohio  and  the  daugh- 
ter of  William  Bell,  who  was  born  in  the  North  of 
Ireland  and  was  of  Scotch- Irish  ancestry.  The 
latter  upon  coming  to  America,  settled  first  in  South 
Carolina,  then  removed  to  Preble  County,  Ohio, 
where  he  engaged  in  farming.  He  died  while  on  a 
visit  to  Iowa.  Mrs.  Margaret  (Bell)  Ochiltree  de- 
parted this  life  at  Morning  Sun.  Iowa,  in  October, 
1 887,  being  seventy-three  years  old.  The  parental 
household  included  nine  children,  viz. :  William  and 
an  infant,  deceased  ;  Thomas.a grain  dealer  of  Morn- 
ing'Sun, Iowa  ;John.  deceased ;  Marshall,  a  resident  of 
Morning  Sun;  Henry   M..    Jr.,    the    subject  of  this 
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sketch;  .lennie,  iMiirlha  uiul  Frank  deceasetl. 
Thomas  during  the  late  War  enlisted  in  1863  in  the 
Slh  Iowa  Cavairj'  and  served  until  the  close.  John 
enlisted  in  1861,  when  a  youth  of  sixteen  years,  in 
the  16th  Iowa  Infantry  and  died  some  time  after 
the  battle  of  Pittsburg  Landing,  of  disease  con- 
tracted in  the  armJ^  His  remains  fill  a  soldier's 
grave  on  the  Whitfield  Farm  in  ^Mississippi. 

•  -  -^»'^=^=g'@^=^=-«"& — 

C'^^  EORGE  LYLE.  The  traveler  passing  through 
— ,  the  Territory  of  Nortliern  Kansas  as  early 
Hi  as  1856,  five  years  before  this  now  pros- 
perous commonwealth  had  become  a  State,  saw 
little  to  encourage  him  to  locate  in  a  section  of 
country  peopled  only  by  wild  animals  and  Indians. 
There  was,  however,  a  liand  of  hardy  spirits  who 
saw  evidences  of  a  soil  which  might  be  made  richly 
fertile,  underlying  the  prairie  sod,  and  who  believed 
in  the  future  of  Kansas.  Among  them  was  the  sub- 
ject of  this  notice,  who  was  then  in  his  prime  and 
ready  for  almost  any  reasonable  undertaking.  He 
determined  to  pitch  his  tent  in  this  region,  and  ac- 
cordingl}'  purchased  160  acres  of  land  on  section 
19,  Sherman  Township,  Riley  County,  from  which, 
after  years  of  labor  and  an  outlay  of  hundreds 
of  dollars,  he  constructed  one  of  the  best  home- 
steads in  this  region.  After  a  time  he  parted  with 
sixty  acres,  and  now  has  an  even  hundred,  which 
has  been  brought  to  a  fine  state  of  cultivation  and 
wliereon  have  been  erected  substantial  and  suitable 
buildings.  Mr.  L3'le  of  late  years  has  been  largely 
interested  in  horses,  and  has  attained  quite  a  repu- 
tation as  an  expert  in  the  care  and  keeping  of 
tlie  equine  race. 

Mr.  Lyle  traces  his  ancestry  to  one  of  tlie  very 
best  nationalities  on  the  face  of  the  globe.  He  was 
born  in  the  city  of  Perth,  Scotland,  Dec,  11,  1825, 
and  is  the  son  of  Alexander  Lyle,  a  native  of  the 
same  place,  and  born  in  1791).  Tlie  latter  spent 
his  entire  life  on  his  native  soil,  dying  at  Parkhill, 
Scotland,  Nov.  11,1829.  He  traced  his  ancestry 
as  far  back  as  James  III.  He  was  a  man  of  good 
business  abilities  and  a  fair  education,  and  at  the 
time  of  his  death  was  Steward  of  the  Parkhill  prop- 


erty. He  was  a  man  of  decided  views,  and  in  re- 
ligion a  devout  meml)er  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  The  paternal  grandfather,  likewise  a  na- 
tive of  the  city  of  Perth,  was  a  member  of  the 
Prssbyterian  Churcli,  and  died  there  at  the  age  of 
sixty-three  years. 

Tlie  maiden  name  of  the  motherof  our  subject 
was  Magdalene  Malcom.  She  was  also  of  pure 
Scotch  ancestry,  and  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  in  the  faith  of  which  she  passed 
avvay  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years.  There  were 
born  to  her  and  her  husband  three  children — 
George.  Magdalene  and  Alexander.  Alexander 
died  in  infancy;  George,  the  eldest-born,  was 
reared  and  educated  in  his  native  city,  and  as  soon 
as  becoming  of  suitable  years,  learned  the  trade  of 
a  machinist,  which  he  followed  until  emigrating  to 
the  United  States,  in  1852.  He  was  the  only  mem- 
ber of  the  family  who  came  to  this  country'.  Upon 
reaching  American  shores  he  sojourned  for  a  time 
in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  operated  as  overseer 
on  a  sugar  plantation.  His  subsequent  course  we 
have  already  indicated. 

Mr.  Lyle,  in  1847,  was  married  in  the  city  of 
Perth,  Scotland,  to  Miss  Ellen  Pollock,  a  maiden 
of  his  own  nationality,  who  became  tlie  mother  of 
three  children,  all  of  whom  died  when  young. 
Mrs.  Ellen  Lyle  departed  this  life  at  her  home  in 
Scotland.  Mr.  Lyle  was  a  second  time  married, 
and  there  were  born  tolhim  twelve  children,  viz.: 
Thomas,  John,  Alexander,  Charles,  Martin,  Jonas, 
Frank,  Grant  G.,  Arthur,  Walter  S.,  Lincoln  and 
Maude.  Arthur  died  when  two  months  old  ;  Maude 
died  at  the  age  of  two  yeais;  James  died  when  a 
promising  youth  of  nineteen,  and  Alexander  died 
atthe  age  of  twenty-six. 


<ji(OHN   ANDERSON 
jl    N.  C,  and  was  the 


RSON  was  born  in  (iuilford, 
third  of  six  children  born 
the  Revolutionary 
^^^  >var,  tne  uruisn  soiniers  visited  the  planta- 
tation  in  search  of  forage,  and  took  all  the  provi- 
sions they  could  find.  There  was  a  hole  under 
the  hearth,  where  sweet  potatoes  were  kept,  and  the 
mother  secreted  a  sack  of  ttour  there.     One  of  the 


JOHN  ANDERSON  was 
N.  C,  and  was  the  third 
\o  his  parents.  During 
War,  the  British  soldiers 
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soldiers,  as  he  left  the  house,  dropped  a  ham,  which 
one  of  the  boys  picked  up,  and  the  mother  placed 
that  also  in  the  potato  hole.  She  then  drew  her 
chair  over  the  trap  door,  and  in  timt  way  saved 
some  of  the  provisions. 

Mr.  Anderson  became  converted  when  quite 
young,  and  determined  to  devote  himself  to  the 
Christian  ministry.  After  receiving-  a  good  educa- 
tion, he  began  missionary  work  in  Tennessee,  Ala- 
bama, Mississippi  and  Kentuck}'  among  the  Indians, 
lie  traveled  where  there  were  no  inhabitants  ex- 
cept the  savages,  sleeping  in  wigwams,  or  under 
trees  with  the  blue  canopy  of  heaven  and  the 
branches  above  him  as  his  onl}'  covering.  He  fre- 
quently crossed  the  Ohio  River  at  the  present  site 
of  Louisville,  while  it  was  still  known  as  Bear  Grass. 
We  apiK'nd  a  brief  sketch  of  his  life  and  labors, 
taken  from  tlie  -History  of  the  Presbytery  of  Wash- 
ington." 

Rev.  John  Anderson,  D.  D..  Pastor  of  the  church 
at  Upper  Buffalo,  during  the  years  1802-1833,  was 
one  of  the  most  distinguished,  though  most  retiring, 
of  these  early  fathers.  Born  in  Guilford,  N.  C, 
AiM-Jl  10,  lyCiT,  he  received  both  his  classical  and 
theological  education  under  the  eminent  David  C. 
Caldwell.  He  was  brought  to  Christ  l\v  the  preach- 
ing of  the  Rev.  James  McCready.  a  pupil  and 
spiritual  son  of  the  Rev.  Joseph  Smith,  at  Buffalo, 
%.  y.,  who  had  meanwhile  gone  South.  Il^re,  per- 
haps, we  have  the  cord  which  drew  Mr.  Anderson 
to  the  scene  of  his  life  work.  Having  been  licensed, 
and  shortly  afterward  ordained.  b,\'  the  Presbytery 
of  Orange,  at  a  date  not  later  than  1793,  and  hav- 
ing, partly  for  health's  sake,  spent  several  j'ears  of 
itinerant  labor  in  the  Carol inas,  Tennessee  and 
Kentucky,  he  finally  reached  Pennsylvania,  and 
tliere  settled  i)ermanently.  He  was  received  into 
the  Presbyter}'  of  Ohio,  Jan.  19,  1802,  .and  installed 
Pastor  of  I'pper  Buffalo  Church  in  the  spring  fol- 
lowing. Dr.  Anderson's  preaching  was  plain,  di- 
rect, terse,  scriptural,  practical,  discriminating  and 
pungent,  insomuch  that  "the  screw  auger"  was  the 
sobriquet,  by  which  he  was  widely  known.  His 
l)astorate  began  amidst  the  glow  of  the  great  spir- 
itual baptism  of  the  opening  century,  and  some  of 
its  most  striking  manifestations  were  in  his  own 
churcii.     His    ministry,   thus  sanctified,   was  both 


edifying  and  fruitful,  whilst  the  wisdom  that 
stamped  it  broilght  lum,  without  his  seeking,  quiet 
but  powerful  leadership  in  ecclesiastical  affairs,  as 
well  in  all  enterprises  in  behalf  of  education,  mis- 
sions, temperance  and  the  like. 

The  prominence  of  Dr.  Anderson  may  be  inferred 
from  his  presidency  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
Washington  College  from  the  time  of  the  charter 
in  1806,  until  1833.  The  degree  of  D.  D.  was  con- 
ferred upon  him  by  this  institution  in  18/1.  Theo- 
logical pupils  resorted  to  him  for  instruction  in  un- 
wonted numbers,  especially  after,  by  reason  of  age. 
Dr.  McMillan  had  been  compelled  to  give  up  that 
great  work  for  the  church.  Among  the  pupils  of 
Dr.  Anderson  was  his  own  son,  the  Rev.  William  C. 
Anderson,  D.  D..  one  of  the  most  popular  preachers 
of  his  day.  His  other  son,  yet  living,  John  B. 
Anderson.  L.  L.  D.,  has  been  a  distinguished  edu- 
cator and  engineer,  as  well  as  Elder  of  the  church. 
The  venerable  father  fell  .asleep  in  Jesus,  Jan.  31, 
18^5,  having  borne  his  witness  of  the  grace  of  (iod 
until  his  last  breath. 


\l  ENRY  OBER,  senior  member  of  the  firm  of 
""^^  Ober  &  AVilliams,  land  and  loan  agents,  is 
also  interested  in  the  Barnes  Enterprise,  a 
^)  journal  publisiied  in  the  interest  of  the 
Republican  party.  He  is  Justice  of  the  Peace  at 
the  present  time,  a  position  which  lie  has  occupied 
for  several  years.  He  also  deals  quite  extensively 
in  grain.  Politically  he  is  a  stanch  supporter  of 
the  present  administration.  He  is  connected  with 
the  Baptist  Church,  and  socially,  belongs  to  the 
G.  A.  R.  and  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  at  Barnes. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Montague. 
Mass.,  May  1,  1843,  and  is  the  son  of  Elijaii  P. 
Ober,  a  native  of  Townsend,  Vt.  The  latter 
spent  the  earlier  j'ears  of  his  life  in  the  Green 
Mountain  State,  then  removed  to  Leverett,  Mass., 
where  he  sojourned  until  1869,  then,  coming  to 
Washington  Country,  this  State,  he  established 
himself  on  a  farm  in  Little  Blue  Township,  but 
only  lived  until  the  following  year,  passing  away 
at  the  age  of  sixty-four  years.  He  was  by  occu- 
pation a  farmer  and  miller  combined,  and  although 
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never  accuinulating  much  of  this  world's  goods, 
made  a  comfortable  living  for  his  family.  He 
had  been  from  early  manhood  a  member  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  and  was  a  man  conscientious  and 
upright  in  all  his  dealings. 

Elijah  P.  Ober  was  married  in  early  manhood,  to 
Miss  Susan  Richardson.  She  was  born  in  Shutes- 
bury.  Mass.,  in  1817.  She  came  to  Kansas  with 
the  family,  and  died  in  Washington  Countj'  the 
same  year  as  her  husband — 1870.  The  maternal 
grandparents  of  our  subject  were  Joseph  and  Sa- 
rah (Green)  Richardson,  who  spent  their  last  years 
in  Massachusetts.  The  Richardson  family  was  of 
English  extraction,  of  the  old  Puritan  stock.  Some 
of  the  earlier  members  figured  conspicuously  in 
the  Revolutionary  AVar.  There  was  born  to  Elijah 
and  Susan  Ober  a  family  of  seven  children,  viz., 
Elijah  S.,  Lodemea,  Asa,  Blake,  Joseph,  Hannah 
and  Henry. 

The  Ober  family  is  of  German  origin,  ami  was 
first  represented  in  America  prior  to  the  R(!Volu- 
tionary  War.  Asa,  the  paternal  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  was  born  in  Rutland,  Vt.,  and  died  in 
Hoosic,  N.Y. ;  Henry,  our  subject,  spent  his  boy- 
hood days  at  Shutesbury,  Mass.,  acquiring  a  prac- 
tical education  in  the  common  school.  When  not 
in  school  he  assisted  his  father  in  the  mill,  until  the 
outbreak  of  the  Rebellion.  He  then  enlisted  as  a 
private  in  Company  H,  2d  Regiment,  United  Stales 
Sharp-shooters,  and  served  with  that  command  in 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  in  18G4,  then  received 
his  honorable  discharge  on  account  of  disability. 
He  participated  in  many  of  the  important  battles 
of  the  war,  including  Bull  Run,  South  Mountain, 
Antietam,  Fredericksburg,  Chancellorsville,  Gett3S- 
burg,  and  others.  Although  many  times  in  the 
thickest  of  the  fight,  he  miraculously  escaped  injury' 
and  returned  to  his  home  in  safety. 

After  retiring  from  the  service,  Mr.  Ober  estab- 
lished himself  in  the  milling  business  at  Shutesbury, 
Mass.  On  account  of  failing  health,  however, 
he,  in  1868,  decided  to  change  his  location,  and 
coming  to  Kansas  took  up  a  tract  of  Government 
land  near  the  present  site  of  Barnes,  Washington 
County.  He  proceeded  after  the  manner  of  pio- 
neers in  improving  his  purchase  and  hiinging 
the    soil    to    a    state    of    cultivation.        He     was 


prospered  in  his  labors,  and  in  1876,  judging  that 
the  outlook  would  justify  the  measure,  he  laid  out 
the  town  of  Barnes,  which  has  since  been  the  object 
of  his  fostering  care.  He  came  to  Kansas  with  a 
small  capital,  but  is  now  the  owner  of  two  fine 
farms  in  addition  to  valuable  real  estate  in  the 
town.  He  has,  since  coming  here,  been  a  leading 
man  in  his  community,  and,  possessing  fine  business 
qualifications,  has  borne  a  conspicuous  part  in 
building  up  its  most  important  interests. 


jfL^ON.  WILLIAM  FRYHOFER.  There  is  no 
jJTjjj  man  within  the  limits  of  Riley  County  more 
!^^  generally  respected  than  the  subject  of  this 
■^^  notice,  who  occupies  a  high  position  socially 
and  financially;  he  is  possessed  of  more  than  ordina- 
ry intelligence  and  the  application  which  has  made 
him  not  only  successful  in  whatever  he  has  under- 
taken, but  has  also  made  him  a  valued  member  of 
the  community.  His  domestic  relations  are  pleasant 
in  the  extreme,  he  having  a  very  estimable  and  in- 
telligent wife  and  a  family  of  interesting  children, 
the  latter  well  educated  and  enjoying  the  best  ad- 
vantages which  can  be  given  them.  They  are 
musically  inclined,  and  have  quite  an  orchestra  in 
the  home  circle.  Mr.  Fryhofer  is  very  active  in 
church  matters,  and  in  fact  may  uniformly  be  found 
giving  his  support  to  all  the  enterprises  calculated 
for  the  public  good.  He  may  usually  be  seen  at 
his  well-regulated  homestead  in  Jackson  Township, 
where  he  has  a  fine  body  of  land,  and  is  the  owner 
altogether  of  320  acres. 

In  reverting  to  the  parental  history  of  the  subject 
of  this  notice,  we  find  that  he  is  of  Swiss  descent, 
his  father,  Jacob  Fryhofer,  having  been  born  -in 
Winterthur,  Switzerland,  in  1806.  He  was  the 
owner  of  a  small  farm  in  the  vicinity  of  Lake  Zu- 
rich and  occupied  himself  as  a  grape  grower  and  in 
tiie  manufacture  of  wine.  He  there  spent  his  early 
years,  but  in  1834  emigrated  to  America  and  lo- 
cated in  Jackson  County,  Ind.,  within  a  half  mile 
of  the  present  site  of  Seymour.  He  purchased  a 
tract  of  Government  land  at  twelve  and  one-hal. 
cents  jier  acre  from  which  he  cleared  the  forest, 
drained  it  thoroughly  and  effected  upon  it  good  im- 
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provements.  It  is  hardly  necessaiy  to  state,  that 
lie  was  one  of  the  earliest  pioneers  of  that  region  and 
lie  occupied  his  first  purcliase  until  1852. 

In  the  year  above  mentioned,  Jacob  Fryhofer 
traded  his  farm  in  Jackson  County,  Ind.,  for  160 
acres  of  land  in  Spencer  County,  where  he  contin- 
ued to  carry  on  farming,  while  at  the  same  time 
he  established  a  country  store,  which  he  conducted 
until  1864.  That  j'ear,  selling  out  his  interest  in 
the  Hoosier  State,  he  turned  his  steps  toward  the 
farther  West,  coming  to  Kansas  to  join  his  chil- 
dren. The  mother  had  in  the  meantime,  passed  to 
her  long  home.  He  had  purchased  160  acres  of 
land  in  Jacicson  Township  at  the  Government  salei 
in  1859,  and  now  settling  upon  it,  continued 
farming  for  a  time,  then  retired  from  active  labor, 
and  now  makes  his  home  with  his  son,  William. 
He  is  at  present  the  owner  of  eighty  acres,  adjoin- 
ing the  town  limits  of  Randolph.  Intelligent  and 
well-read,  he  keeps  himself  thoroughly  posted  upon 
public  affairs,  and  votes  the  straight  Republi- 
can ticket.  For  the  long  period  of  fifty  years,  he 
lias  been  a  member  of  the  German  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  and  is  a  frequent  contributor  to  vari- 
ous religious  papers.  During  the  summer  of  1889,  a 
veteran  of  eighty-three  years,  he  visited  his  old 
home,  attended  camp  meetings  and  also  made  a 
trip  to  Niagara  Falls. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Susan  Aggeter.  Her  birthplace  was  near  the 
childhood  home  of  her  husband,  and  she  was  born 
in  1805.  She  died  in  Indiana  in  1863.  Five  of 
the  nine  children  comprising  the  parental  familj' 
are  now  living.  The  four  deceased  are:  John  J.. 
John  H.;  Henry,  who  fell  during  the  late  Civil 
War;  and  the  Rev.  S.  W.,  a  minister  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church.  John  N.  Fryhofer,  one  of 
the  brothers  of  our  subject,  is  living  on  a  farm  in 
Jackson  Township;  Susan,  Mrs.  Henning,  is  a  resi- 
dent of  Kvansville,  Ind.;  Mary,  Mrs.  SchroBder,  is 
also  a  resident  of  that  city;  William,  our  subject, 
is  the  next  in  order  of  birth ;  Emma  is  the  wife  of 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Matill,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio;  Henry, 
during  the  Civil  War,  enlisted  as  a  I'nion  soldier 
in  the  42(1  Indiana  Infantiy,  and  died  at  the  hos- 
pital in  Bowling  Green,  Ky.,  in  1862. 

William  Fryhofer  was  born  in    Jackson  County, 


Ind..  Aug.  9,  1846.  He  was  six  years  old  when  the 
family  removed  to  Spencer  County,  where  he  at- 
tended the  common  school  and  assisted  his  father 
in  the  farm  work.  The  homestead  was  within  four 
miles  of  the  old  home  of  Abraham  Lincoln.  Will 
iam,  when  a  youth  of  seventeen,  leaving  the  paren- 
tal roof,  set  out,  in  the  fall  of  1 863,  for  Kansas, 
journeying  by  rail  to  Atchison,  thence  by  stage  to 
Manhattan  and  from  there,  on  foot,  to  Randolph. 
On  the  28th  of  November,  following,  he  located  on 
his  present  place  of  160  acres,  the  title  of  which 
was  held  by  the  central  branch  of  the  Union  Pacific 
Railroad,  after  which  it  passed  "back  to  the 
Government,  and  from  the  latter  young  Fryhofer 
homesteaded  it,  in  1868.  In  the  meantime  he  had 
made  many  improvements  and  during  the  follow- 
ing winter  prepared^  the  logs  for  his  dwelling.  He 
was  one  of  the  first  settlers  on  the  creek.  During 
the  Indian  scare  of  1864,  he  served  with  tlie  State 
militia. 

In  1875  Mr.  Freyhofer  secured  his  full  title  to 
his  present  place,  which  is  now  well  improved,  one 
of  its  most  attractive  features  being  the  substantial 
stone  residence,  which  was  put  up  in  1871.  The 
main  part  is  21x30  feet  in  dimensions,  with  an  addi- 
tion of  15x30  feet,  and  is  two  stories  in  height. 
The  farm  is  well  watered  by  Otter  and  Dry  Branch 
creeks,  and  the  place  is  equipped  with  all  modern 
conveniences  for  general  farming  and  stock-raising. 
Mr.  Fryhofer  feeds  and  ships,  annually,  two  car- 
loads of  high-grade  .cattle  and  swine,  and  makes  a 
specialty  of  graded  Clydesdale  horses.  At  the 
head  of  his  stables  is  an  imported  animal  of  great 
value.  He  is  a  great  lover  of  the  eijuine  race,  and 
is  prominently  connected,  as  a  member  and  stock- 
holder, with  the  Fancy  Creek  Clydesdale  Horse  As 
sociation.  He  was  at  one  time  a  member  of  the 
Blue  Valley  Agricultural  Society,  but  on  account 
of  much  other  business,  finally  resigned. 

The  marriage  of  AVilliam  Fryhofer  and  Miss 
Louisa  DeWyke,  was  celebrated  in  Jackson  Town- 
ship, July  16,  1867.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Fryhofer 
was  Capt.  John  K.  DeW3'ke,  a  native  of  Amster- 
dam, Holland,  and  the  son  of  a  ship-builder.  John 
K.  commenced  following  the  sea  when  a  bo3'  of 
eleven  years,  and  worked  his  way  up  to  tiie  com- 
mander of  a  vessel,     lie  was  on  the  hioji  -seas  for  a 
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period  of  eighteen  yenrs,  finally'  securing  a  half-in- 
terest in  two  vessels,  one  of  which  he  eoramandecl. 
He  took  part  in  tlie  Revolution  in  Holland,  and 
thereby  lost  a  large  portion  of  his  property,  which 
was  confiscated.  He  finally  quit  the  sea,  and  emi- 
grating to  America,  settled  in  Jackson  County, 
Tnd..  where  lie  prosecuted  farming  successfully,  and 
in  due  time  recovered  considerable  of  the  property 
which  he  had  lost  in  liis  native  country.  He  de- 
parted this  life  in  1S55.  The  mother  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Catherine  Heller.  She  was  born  in 
Germany,  one  and  one-half  miles  from  Weisbaden, 
and  was  the  dfiughter  of  Johannes  Heller,  a  native 
of  Nassau,  and  a  teamster  by  occupation.  Grand- 
father Heller  was  also  the  owner  of  a  small  farm. 
He  came  to  America  in  1837,  settling  in  Jackson 
County,  Ind.,  near  Brownstown,  wliere  he  operated 
a  farm  of  eighty  acres,  and  where  his  death  took 
place,  in  1857. 

The  mother  of  Mrs.  Fiyhofer  was  educated  in  lier 
native  land  and  died  in  Indiana,  in  1858.  There 
were  born  to  tiie  parents  ten  children,  seven  of 
whom  grew  to  mature  years.  Susan,  Mrs.  End- 
brock,  lives  in  Jackson  County,  Ind.;  Christine 
and  Nancy  are  deceased;  Nicholas  is  farming  in 
Jackson  Township,  Riley  Co.,  Kan. ;  Jolin  and 
George  are  deceased;  Louisa,  the  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  the  youngest. 

Mrs.  Fryhofer  was  born  in  Brownstown,  Jack- 
son Co.,  Ind.,  Aug.  3,  1849,  and  was  left  an  orphan 
at  the  age  of  nine  j'ears.  Thereafter  slie  made  her 
home  with  her  uncle,  Peter  Heller,  coming  with 
hiin  to  Kansas,  in  the  fall  of  1864,  and  remaining 
with  him  until  licr  marriage.  She  received  a  good 
education,  attending  the  High  School  at  Browns- 
town  and  the  Seminary  at  Seymour,  Ind.  Of  her 
union  with  our  subject  there  have  been  horn  five 
cliildren — Clara.  Irnin  W.,  Nora  Florence,  George 
■\Villiam  and  Emma  L.  They  are  all  at  home  with 
their  parents.  The  eldest  daughter  attended  Hol- 
ton  Universitj',  and  is  at  jiresent  engaged  as  a 
teacher  of  music. 

Mr.  Fryhofer,  politically,  is  a  stanch  Republican, 
prominent  in  the  councils  of  his  party  in  this  section, 
and  frequently  serves  as  a  delegate  to  the  county 
and  State  conventions.  He  is  warmly  interested  in 
the  temperance  movement,  taking  an  active  part  ip 


the  good  work.  He  was  instrumental  in  the  organ- 
ization of  Jackson  Township  and  prominent  in  its 
school  affairs,  serving  as  a  member  of  the  Board 
most  of  the  time  since  .attaining' his  majority.  He 
served  as  Township  Clerk  two  years,  Trustee  five 
years  and  was  Treasurer  three  years. 

In  the  fall  of  1886  Mr.  Fryhofer  was  elected  to 
represent  the  Republicans  of  Riley  County  in  the 
State  Legislature,  and  served  during  the  sessions 
of  1886-87,  taking  an  active  part  in  the  discussions 
upon  the  temperance  question,  and  serving  on  the 
Committee  on  Claims  and  Accounts,  Agricultural 
and  Horticultur.al  and  Penal  Institutions.  His  re- 
ligious views  coincide  with  the  doctrines  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  is  a  charter 
member  of  the  church  at  Fancy  Creek,  serving  on 
the  Building  Committee  during  the  erection  of  the 
church  edifice,  and  for  thirteen  j'ears  has  been  the 
Supeiintendent  of  the  Sunday-school,  officiating  as 
such  since  its  organization.  He  has  also  served 
as  Cl.ass-Leader  and  Trustee.  Few  men  have  been 
more  activelj'  engaged  in  all  the  enterprises  tend- 
ing to  the  best  good  of  a  community.  He  is  thus 
a  man  looked  up  to  and  respected  as  one  who  has 
has  been  closely  identified  with  its  best  interests. 


■^I^ETER  L.  LEUSZLER.     Thisgentlemnn  is 
ij    ))]  one   of  Linn  Township's  most  substantial 

'M|?^    farmers  and  stock  raisers,  and  has  performed 

III 

j^  no  small  share  in  developing  its  agricul- 
tural interests.  His  well-regulated  homestead  is 
pleasantly  located  on  section  4,  and  i,s  considered 
one  of  the  best  developed  farms  in  this  p.art  of  the 
county.  The  land  has  been  brought  to  a  thorough 
state  of  cultivation,  and  is  largely  enclosed'  and  laid 
off  with  hedge,  Mr.  Leuszler  haying  planted  four 
miles  of  this  fencing,  which,  being  kept  neatly  trim- 
med, adds  largely  to  the  beauty  of  the  landscape. 
He  has  also  planted  forest  ahd  fruit  trees,  having 
groves  and  a  fine  apple  orchard,  besides  trees  of  the 
smaller  fruits.  The  dwelling  is  a  comfortable  struc- 
ture and  the  barn,  one  of  the  largest  in  the  town- 
ship, covers  an  area  of  thirty -two  by  sixty-eight 
feet,  with  sixteen-foot  posts,  and  a  stone  b.asement 
under    the    whole,  which    furnishes    a    fine   shelter 
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for  stock,  of  which  Mr.  Leuszler  makes  a  specialty. 
By  the  use  of  the  wind  mill  water  is  conveyed  into 
tlie  tanks  tiirough  underground  pipes  and  wlierever 
else  needed.  The  farm  machinery  is  of  the  most 
improved  pattern,  and  all  the  operations  of  the 
place  are  carried  on  in  that  intelligent  manner 
which  yields  the  best  returns. 

The  early  home  of  Mr.  Leuszler  was  in  Doyles- 
town,  Bucks  Co.,  Pa.,  wiiere  his  birth  took  place 
Dec.  30,  1848.  His  father,  John  Leuszler,  now  a 
resident  of  Linn  Township,  this  State,  emigrated 
from  Pennsylvania  to  Medina  County,  Ohio,  in 
1852,  when  Peter  L.  was  four  years  old.  In  that 
county  the  latter  received  his  early  education  and 
at  the  age  of  nineteen  years  commenced  learning 
tlie  trade  of  a  carpenter,  wliich  he  has  followed  much 
of  the  time  since,  in  connection  with  farming.  He 
came  to  Kansas  in  1869,  arriving  in  Washington 
County  on  the  19th  of  November  and  took  up  his 
abode  in  Linn  Township,  of  which  he  has  since 
been  a  resident  with  the  exception  of  four  years 
from  October,  1874  to  1878,  which  he  spent  in 
Lorain  County,  Ohio.  Upon  coming  back  from 
the  Buckeye  State,  he  re-located^in  September,  1 884, 
upon  his  present  farm. 

Mr.  Leuszler  was  a  lad  of  thirteen  years  upon  the 
outbreak  of  the  Civil  War,  but  young  as  he  was  he 
maintained  a  lively  interest  in  its  progress  from 
the  first.  Two  years  later,  not  being  able  to  restrain 
his  patriotism  any  longer,  he  enlisted  in  Companj^ 
II.  "iQth  Ohio  Infantry,  before  he  had  reached  his 
fifteenth  birtliday,  and  served  nineteen  months. 
He  was  with  iiis  regiment  at  the  battle  of  Dug  (xap, 
Resaca,  New  Hope  Church,  Pine  Knol),  Kenesaw 
Mountain,  on  the  Chattahoochie  River  and  Peach 
Tree  Creek,  and  at  Atlanta.  During  the  latter  siege 
his  regiment  was  under  Are  100  days  and  out  of 
400  men  lost  23.5.  From  Atlanta  they  proceeded 
to  Savannah,  skirmishing  along  the  way.  Mr. 
Leuszler  fought  at  Bentonville  and  R.ileigh,  and 
had  the  extreme  satisfaction  of  witnessing  the  sur- 
render of  Johnston's  Armj',  AprU  26,  186.5.  Not 
long  afterward  he  received  an  honorable  discharge 
on  the  2 1st  of  July  following.  The  booming  of  can- 
non and  the  bursting  of  shells  had  the  effect  to 
impair  his  hearing  but  he  never  received  a  scratch, 
and  was  never  captured.  The  sights  and  scenes 
which  he  witnessed  during  that  terrible  experience 
will  never  be  effaced  from  his  memory,  and  are 
numbered  among  the  unwritten  details  in  the  lives 
of  hundreds  of  the  brave  bo^'S  who  performed  so 
nobly  their  duty,  and  who,  beyond  the  consciousness 
of  this,  received  very  little  reward. 

Mr.  Leuszler  settled  on  his  present  farm  in  1884. 
He  still  owns  eighty  acres  of  his  first  purchase.  His 
landed   possessions  embrace   in  all  240  acres.     His 


family  consists  of  his  wife  and  five  children.  Mr. 
Leuszler  has  been  twice  married.  His  first  wife  was 
.Miss  Wealthy  S.,  d.aughter  of  Alexander  H.  Perry, 
to  whom  he  was  wedded  Jan.  1, 1871,  in  Lorain  Co., 
Ohio.  Of  this  union  there  were  born  four  children, 
three  of  whom  are  living:  Charles  R.,  Marshall  H., 
and  Catherine  L.  The  wife  and  mother  departed 
this  life  in  1883.  Mr.  Leuszler  contracted  a  second 
marriage  April  29,  1884,  with  Miss  Nora  Bellows. 
This  lady  was  born  July  7,  18.59,  in  Seneca  Falls, 
N.Y.,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Henry  Bellows,  who 
came  from  New  York  to  Kansas  some  years  since 
and  is  now  a  resident  of  ftreenleaf  Township.  By 
this  marriage  there  are  two  children — Grace  and 
Winnefred.  Mr.  Leuszler,  politically  is  a  stanch 
Republican  and  is  the  School  Treasurer  of  his  district 
anil  is  Township  Clerk,  and]belongs  to"  the~G.'A.  R. 

.-»H 

^^  ALTON,  a  prominent  German  farmer  of 
(^O    Blaine  Township,  Clay  County,  is  one  of 

m  l£  its  largest  land-owners,  being  the  possessor 
^'  of  400  broad  acres,  which  he  purchased  in 

1879  and  which  was  partially  improved.  He  put 
up  a  fine  residence  with  suitable  and  convenient 
outbuildings,  planted  forest  and  fruit  trees,  and 
now  has  one  of  the  most  desirable  estates  in  this 
section  of  the  county.  His  home,  which  lies  on 
section  23,  abounds  in  plenty  and  comfort,  speak- 
ing well  for    the     enterprise  of    the  proprietor. 

Mr.  Alton  was  born  in  German}^,  in  1828,  and 
lived  there  until  a  youth  of  eighteen  years,  acquir- 
ing a  good  education  in  the  public  schools.  Upon 
coming  to  America  he  commenced  working  on  a 
farm  in  the  vicinity  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  was 
there  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Engert.  Upon 
leaving  the  Budceye  State,  they  came  directly  to 
Kansas.  There  have  been  born  to  them  a  family 
of  eleven  children,  all  of  whom  are  living,  viz: 
Katherine,  Mrs.  Philip;  Anna:  .lacob,  a  resident 
of  Lewisburg;  John.  Benjamin,  Henry,  Alois,  Lil- 
lie,  Jennie,  Clara  and  Louie. 

Mr.  Alton,  upon  becoming  a  voting  citizen,  iden- 
tified himself  with  the  Democratic  party,  to  which 
he  still  gives  his  honest  adherence.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the    church  Sts.  Peter  and   Paul. 

Mrs.  S;iizabeth  (Engert)  Alton  was  born  in  the 
Province  of  Hesse  Darmstadt,  German3-,  in  1831. 
and  came  to  the  United  .States  in  1847,  settling  in 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  where  she  made  the  acquaintance 
of  her  future  husband.  She  comes  of  a  good  fam- 
ily, being  the  sister  of  Jacob  Engert,  who  is  repre- 
sented on  another  page  in  this  volume.  The  Alton 
homestead  is  a  credit  in  every  way  to  its  proprietor, 
and  the  family  is  numbered  among  the  most  highlj' 
respected  of  the  county. 


^^ 
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ft?  ON.  C.  M.  ANTHONY,  Mayor  of  Clay 
^\f)^.  Center  and  attorney-at-law,  has  practiced 
■.K\y^'  here  for  over  twenty  years,  and  is  now  one 
(^  of  the  most  prominent  lawyers  and  citizens 
of  the  city.  He  was  born  in  Clinton  County,  Ohio, 
Oct.  11,  1823,  and  in  January,  1830,  accompanied 
his  father  to  Muncie,  Ind.,  where  he  read  law,  and 
wiiere  he  was  admitted  to  practice  in  1841.  He 
began  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Petersburg. 
Pike  Co,  Ind.,  and  there  continued  his  legal  work 
for  fifteen  years,  serving  as  Prosecuting  Attorney 
three  terms.  He  next  opened  an  office  at  Muncie. 
afterward  going  to  Muscatine  County.  Iowa,, 
and  thence  coming  to  this  county  in  October,  18G9, 
being  the  oldest  attorney  now  living  here. 

Mr.  Anthony  was  married  in  Pike  Countj-,  Ind., 
Dec.  23,  1847,  to  Miss  Nancy  B.  Campbell,  who 
bore  him  four  children,  of  whom  only  one  is  living 

W.  P.,  now  clerk  of  this  county.     Mrs.  Anthony 

died  here  in  1870.  When  our  subject  first  came  to 
this  county  he  bought  a  farm,  which  now  comprises 
a  large  part  of  the  town  site,  and  on  which  he  lived 
for  a  few  years,  when  he  married  Mrs.  Harriet  A. 
Huntress,  who  also  owned  a  large  part  of  the  town 
site.  When  Mr.  Anthony  arrived  there  were  but 
about  a  dozen  houses  here. 

Mrs.  Anthony,  whose  maiden  name  was  Harriet 
A.  Fuller,  was  born  in  Canton,  Oxford  Co.,  Me., 
Aug.  28,  1821,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Charles 
and  Mary  (Austin)  Fuller.  'VVhen  twenty-one  years 
old  she  moved  to  Boston,  where,  Jan.  14,  1844,  she 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Orvel  Huntress,  who 
was  also  a  native  of  Canton,  his  natal  day  being 
Oct.  16,  1815.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Huntress  remained  in 
Boston  some  years,  and  in  1852,  leaving  his  wife 
there,  Mr.  Huntress  went  to  Calriornia,  where  he 
spent  two  and  a  half  years.  He  and  his  wife  then 
spent  four  years  at  Mexico,  Me.,  and  in  1859  came 
to  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  whence  the  wife  and  children 
came  by  stage  to  Manhattan  while  the  husband  and 
father,  having  purchased  an  ox-team  and  loaded 
his  goodsand  provisions,  drove  across  the  country- 
He  opened  a  store  on  College  Hill. 

Mr.  Huntress  continued  his  merchandising  at 
Manhattan  for  about  two  years.  In  May,  1861.  he 
removed  to  this  place,  their  only  neighbors  being 
ten  miles  distant  in  every  direction  except  the  east, 
where  three  and  a-half  miles  was  the  distance. 
They  took  a  claim  adjoining  tlie  original  town  site 
of  Claj'  Center,  on  what  is  now  called  River  View, 
and  is  included  in  the  limits,  and  there  they  made 
the  usual  improvements.  When  building,  the  ma- 
terial and  their  furniture  were  hauled  from  Leaven- 
worth. It  was  the  largest  and  best  house  for  a 
long  lime  in  this  vicinity,  and   in  it   Mr.  Huntress 


kept  the  first  store  in  what  is  now  Clay  County. 
After  the  death  of  Mr.  Huntress  his  widow  con- 
tinued on  the  farm,  and  added  to  it  during  the 
next  two  years  another  half  section.  Her  son, 
C.  O.  Huntress,  moved  the  post-offlce  and  store  to 
what  is  now  the  town  site,  and  took  charge  of  it 
for  two  years,  when  he  sold  out  and  wont  to  Dart- 
mouth, where  he  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of 
B.  S.  in  the  class  of  1874.  Mrs.  Huntress  took 
charge  of  the  post-offlce  after  his  departure,  and 
kept  it  until  1871,  when  she  resigned,  and,  being 
married  to  our  subject  on  Ma}'  14  of  that  year, 
they  took  charge  of  the  farm  property. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anthony  continued  to  live  on  the 
farm  in  River  View,  until  April,  1887,  when  they 
took  possession  of  their  residence  in  the  city.  Mrs. 
Anthony  has  made  a  forty-acre  addition  to  the 
city,  called  Huntress  Addition,  where  the  large 
school-house  now  stands.  Mr.  Anthony  has  also 
added  160  acros  to  the  town  site  under  his  name. 
Huntress  Park   has  been  donated  to  the  city. 

Thomas  C.  Anthony,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Richmond,  Va.,  and  in  Highland 
County,  Ohio,  was.  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Julia  Kimberly,  a  native  of  L3'nchburg,  Va.  He 
was  an  attorney  and  farmer,  and  spent  his  latter 
days  in  Muscatine,  Iowa,  where  his  death  occurred 
in  1860,  his  wife  dying  about  the  same  time. 

J;  OHN  HUGHES  JENKINS.  Wales  occupies 
'  but  an  insignificant  place  on  the  map  of  the 
1  earth,  but  its  people  are  very  apt  to  make 
'  themselves  felt  in  some  way  wherever  they 
may  chance  to  go.  They  possess  a  force  of  phar- 
acter  and  singleness  of  purpose  that  inevitably  car- 
ries them  straight  forward  in  any  course  that  they 
may  elect  to  follow.  This  characteristic  is  ]ios- 
sessed  in  an  abundant  degree  by  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  He  is  a  man  closely  identified  with  the 
business  interests  of  Riley  County,  and  one  of  its 
best  educated  and  most  illustrious  citizens.  He  w.as 
born  in  Wales,  Nov.  6,  1840,  and  is  a  son  of  the 
Rev.  Isaac  and  liliza  (Hughes)  Jenkins,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  Wales. 

Isaac  Jenkins  was  a  prominent  minister  of  the 
Wesleyan  or  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Wales 
for  more  than  forty  years.  He  was  a  graduate  of 
some  of  the  most  noted  colleges  and  theological 
seminaries  in  England,  and  was  known  for  his  pro- 
found knowledge  and  exalted  piety.  His  wife  was 
a  lady  well  fitted  by  nature  and  education  to  be 
the  companion  of  a  minister  of  the  Gospel.  They 
were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  of  whom  our 
subject  is  the  eldest.  He  was  reared  in  his  native 
land,  where  he  received  his  earliest  education,  after- 
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ward  attending  one  of  the  best  colleges  in  England 
until  Lis  fifteenth  year,  when  he  left  school  and 
commenced  clerking  in  a  bank.  He  continued  in 
that  occupation,  until  his  departure  for  this 
country,  and  was  connected  with  some  of  the  most 
noted  banking  concerns  of  England  and  Wales. 

In  1868  Mr.  .lenkins  emigrated  to  America,  and 
located  at  Utica,  N.  Y.,  where  he  remained  one 
year,  being  employed  in  keeping  books  and  clerk- 
ing. The  next  year,  1869,  he  removed  to  Kansas, 
and  located  at  Arvonia,  where  he  remained  for 
some  time,  and  then  went  to  Bala,  Kan.,  as  agent 
for  the  Welsh  Emigration  Society.  He  has  also 
been  active!}'  engaged  in  the  banking,  land  and 
loan  business,  at  Leonard ville,  since  1881.  When 
the  Rock  Island  Railroad  was  built  through  Rilej' 
County,  Mr.  Jenkins  and  others  laid  out  Bala  City, 
and  established  a  banking  house  in  it.  lie  conducts 
a  general  banking  business  at  Bala  City,  but  still 
has  the    banking   house    at    Leonard  ville. 

Politically,  Mr.  Jenkins  is  an  Independent,  not 
holding  party  fealty  aliove  personal  liberty.  While 
in  nowise  an  aspirant  tVir  |iiilitical  honors,  yet  our 
sul)ject  has  consented  fill  some  of  the  minor  positions 
in  the  field  of  political  life,  besifles  which  he  has 
lield  tlie  honorable  position  of  a  Notar}'  Public, 
and  its  responsible  duties  have  been  transacted  with 
remarkable  fidelity.  Me  is  held  in  the  highest  re- 
gard by  all  parties  and  creeds  for  his  cheerful  lib- 
erality and  strict  integrity.  He  is  a  member  of 
Lodge  No.  23.5,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  at  Leonardville, 
and  is  one  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  at  the  same  place. 
In  the  year  1872  the  ceremony  was  performed  that 
made  our  subject  and  Miss  Elizabeth  H.  Jenkins 
husband  and  wife.  Altliongh  .Mrs.  .lenkins  bore 
the  same  name  before  nud  after  marriage,  she  was 
not  related  to  her  husband  in  any  way  before  mar- 
riage. She  is  a  noble  woman,  and  shares  fully  the 
esteem  in  which  her  husband  is  held  in  the  city 
where  they  reside.  They  have  been  blessed  with 
onlj'  one  child,  who  is  named  after  the  grandfather, 
Isaac. 


— ^#^^ 


t^^ElNHARD  PHILIP,  of  Clay  Center,  is 
ilt^ir  one  of  its  best-known  residents,  and  is 
^\  prominent  among  its  business  interests 
V^)  being  proprietor  of  the  oldest  and  largest 
undertaking  establishment  of  "the  city.  He  also 
deals  in  furniture,  and  is  financially  well-to-do. 

Mr.  Philip  was  born  in  Switzerland,  July  5, 
184.').  and  lived  there  until  a  young  man  twenty- 
two  years  old,  obtaining  his  education  in  his  native 


Canton  of  Granbuenden.  There  also  he  learned 
cabinet-making,  and  was  married  to  Miss  Josephine 
Giesier.  He  emigrated  to  America  in  1866,  set- 
tling in  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  where  he  followed  his 
trade  in  the  factory  of  Flack  &  Straw,  and  during 
the  last  three  years  of  his  stay  there  officiated  as  a 
foreman.  He  and  his  estimable  wife  became  the 
parents  of  one  daughter,  Josephine,  who  still  re- 
mains with  her  father ;  the  mother  died  in  Milwaukee. 

Sojourning  in  the  Badger  State  until  1872,  Mr. 
Philip  then  came  to  Kansas,  locating  in  Clay  Cen- 
ter when  it  was  a  village  of  about  1.50  people.  He 
established  the  first  furniture  store  in  the  place, 
and  in  the  course  of  a  few  years  purchased  seven 
different  establishments,  whose  proprietors  did  not 
make  a  success  of  the  business  as  thoroughly  as  he 
had  done.  Mr.  Philip  commenced  in  a  small  way, 
occupying  a  modest  frame  buikling.  In  1881 
he  put  up  a  large  brick  store,  25x130  feet  in  area, 
and  two  floors  of  which  he  devoted  to  his  business. 
In  due  time  these  were  well  filled  with  a  select 
stock  of  goods,  including  all  the  articles  in  demand 
for  general  house  furnishing.  It  is  conceded  that 
he  has  the  largest  store  and  stock  west  of  Topeka, 
and  in  the  norihern  part  of  the  State.  He  has 
built  up  a  fine  trade,  and  made  many  friends.  He 
is  essentially  a  self-made  man,  having  come  to  the 
I'nited  States  without  means,  and  his  possessions 
are  the  result  of  his  unaided  industry  and  good 
management. 

Mr.  Philip  was  married  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  to 
Miss  Catherine  Alton,  J.an.  19,  1881.  This  lady 
has  proved  the  a!)le  assistant  of  her  husband  and 
he  generously  acknowledges  that  to  her  industry 
and  good  judgment  and  her  services  in  connection 
with  his  business,  he  owes  a  large  part  of  his  success. 
They  are  the  parents  of  one  child  onl}',  a  son,  Leo 
Alton. 

Mrs.  Philip  was  born  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  Oct. 
16,  1853,  and  lived  there  until  1878.  That  year 
she  came  to  Kansas  with  her  parents,  Alois 
and  Elizabeth  Alton,  who  are  now  residents 
of  Republic  City.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Philip 
are  members  in  good  standing  of  the  Catholic 
Church  in  which  the  latter  is  organist  and  to 
which  they  have  contributed  a  liberal  support. 
Mr.  Philip  assisted  in  the  erection  of  the 
church  edifice,  and  was  one  of  the  original  mem- 
bers. The  only  real  grand  wedding  celebrated  in 
this  church  was  that  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Philip.  jMr. 
Philip  cares  very  little  for  politics  and  has  no  de- 
sire for  office.  Fie  is  a  man  fond  of  his  home  and 
liis  family,  and  they  occupy  a  good  brick  residence 
at  the  corner  of  Court  aud  Eight  street.  They  en- 
joy the  friendship  of  tl\e  best  people  of  their  com- 
munity, and  occupy  a  good  social  position  therein. 
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